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XusHb Ban meHseTcA HaBcerga. OHa 6onbuwe He cnabas geBywka, KOTopad HeE CMOCOb6Ha
nocToATb 3a cebAa. OHa BOCCTAeT U3 nensa ObliblX Hagexnd, 4YTobbl BO3pOAUTLCA B HOBOM
06/1MKe — XJIaAHOKPOBHOW MOMOWHMLbLI FOCNOXM pa3boiHUYbel wainku. Ee KuHxan obarpeH
KpoBblo, a cepaue npeBpaTWaoCb B sef. EAMHCTBEHHble, KTO MMeeT AAA Hee 3Ha4yeHune, —
3To bpoaAumnii Manbyuwka u cobaka.

Kasanocb, 6yaywee npefonpefencHo, HO MNPOWIOE HEYMOJSIMMO HacTUraeT M CTaBWUT nepeg
TAXEeNbiM Bbl6OPOM.

YTo BaxHee: Oblnasa BEPHOCTb CTae WAM HOBble APY3bfA U NPUBA3AHHOCTU? U 4YTO CUNbHee:
MyYnTenoHasa nwboBb K YepHOMy 3Bepw wuam csobopa?
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— KpacwuBbii. — Manb4uwka, CMaxHyB CO 6a HEMOKOpHble BUXPbl, OTMpaBUA B POT KyCOK
6enoro xneba.

— B opyxuu kpacoTa He rnaBHoe. — Bafn nmogHAna KAMHOK 6nauxe K cBeTy, Habnwpaa, Kak
COJIHEYHbI 6/IMK UrpaeT Ha OCTPOM JIe3BUM.

— Ecnu 5To He rnaBHoe, 3a4em Tbl nomnpocuna KysHeua cAeflaTb PYKOATb C 3TUMM
Kamywkamm? — HUKC Beceno npuwypuics, nornaabiBas Ha AeBYWKY.

— Xopouwuit Bompoc, — npA4Ya yabibKy, 3a4yMYMBO MpOTAHyna Ban, paccmaTpuBas
NoNyAparoueHHble YepHble MaTOBble KaMHUM, YKpawawwue pykosTb KUHXana, a 3aTem
nepeeefia B3r/iA4 Ha BOCCeawWero Ha KpoBaTW MNapHuwKy. — Caywah, A TbiCAYY pas
rosopuna Tebe: He ewb B Moel nocTenw!

— MNpocTu. — OT O4HOro B3rnsfa HanpaB/ieHHbIX B CBOW CTOPOHY rony6bix rnas Hukca kak
BETPOM CAYyNO C KpOBaTH.

Ban B3p0XHYyNa, onyckas niaedu.

Manb4yuuwka nobauBancsa ee, HaBepHOe, pAaxe yBaxal, HO 3TO He MelWano eMy MOMeHTaJ/IbHO
3abbiBaTb O HEKOTOPbLIX BelaX, KOTOpble HEBEPOATHO pa3sapaxain LAeBYUKY.

OHa ¥ cama He 3Hana, noyemy MO3BOMWNA HUKCY HaxoAuUTbCA pAdoM. To M ero
MPOHLIPIMBOCTb, TO /in Hekoe 6e3pa3simyve Ban K 3TOMY BOMPOCY Cbirpano CBOW poJib, HO
HuKC Bowen B ee HOBYH XM3Hb, He CMpaWwWMBas Ha TO pa3peleHus.

OHa BHYTpeHHe yCMexHyfnacb, BCMNOMWHAA, KakK MepBoe BpemsA, Mocsie TOro kKak [xaHeka
BEJINKOAYWHO MpUHANA ee B IWAbAWK, MajieHbKUii BOpUWKA HEOTCTYMHO CnefoBasl 3a Heil,
MoHayany CKpbiBafACb B TeMHbIX MOABOPOTHAX, HECMeNo BbirNAf4biBasd U MpOBOXas B3rNAAOM,
a 3aTeM, CMNyCTA HECKONbKO AHel, 6yayuuM YyBepeHHbli, YTO OObeKT C/IeXKU He
nofospeBaeT O ero cywecTBOBaHWM, npobpancA B MaHcapay.

FNynbliA Manblw, BO3OMHUBWMWIA cebsa B3POC/bIM.

Ban BXana ero B CTeHy, MNpuxuMaa 3anAcCTbe K TOHKOMY ropjy W 3acTaBaAA BbICOKO
3agpaTb noaboponok.

— CoBCeM CTpax MoTepsan? — npowunena OHa, HOroOW OTOABMras APOCTHO pblHawero Pawa.

BpeAuTb Masb4uuwKe He 6bJI0 HUKAKOrOo MOBOAA M HU Manewwero XenaHuwAa, K ToMmy xe Ban
JABHO 3Hasa O TOM, YTO COMAAK CAeauT 3a HeW.

— fl.. MPOCTUTE.. — MpPOXpUNes MNapHUWKA.
Frnasa, Kpyrnible oT CTpaxa, HaAWAUCb cne3amu. Ban npe3puTenbHO QbipkHYNa M pe3Kum
ABUXEHMEM WBbIPHY/A MafibyUWKy Ha nosi. TOT MOBasWJCA Ha MOJIOBUK, BYATO Ky/b C

TpANbeM.

Paw ¢ pbl4aHMeM 6pocuaca K HeMy M CxXBaTua 3yb6amu 3a WTaHWHY. MapeHek B3BU3THyA OT
6onun, nopbupaa nop ceba Horwu.



— Henb3Aa! — paskHyna Ban, v Paw, HeAoBO/ILHO NMOCMOTPEB Ha XO3AWKY, OoTowen B
CTOpPOHY .

— KTo Tebs nopgocnan? [xaHeka? — B3 HeCWMNbHO MHyna NApHUWKY HOCKOM canora.
— H-HeT, — MUCKHYN TOT, CXMMasicb B Kny6oK.

— A KTO? — HayuHasa ycTaBaTb OT CUTyauuu, HeTepnenueo crnpocuna Ban. — OTBevai,
unn 8 npupexy Teba! Kakoro gemoHa Tbl 3abbln y MeHA gomar

HuxHsas ryba Manbyuwku npepsaTenbCku 3aTpsicnacb. CBeT/ble MWEeHWYHble BOOCH,
CNyTaHHble, KPUBO MOACTPUXEHHbIE M MPUKpbIBAKWMWE YWM, MIHOBEHHO MPOMUTANUChb MOTOM,
3acTpyvBWMMCS MO 6aeaHoMy nudy.

Ban 3akaTuna rnas’a v BblAOXHYynNa.

«CnokoiHo. MpocTo Aepxu cebs B pyKax».

— CnpawuvBaw nociegHun pas, — npoueausa CKBO3b CTUCHYTble 3ybbl Baa, — 4TO Thl 34echb
jenaewb U KTOo Teba nopocnan?

— H-HUKTO, — 3anuHasaCb, NPOMAMAUA MafbyuWKa, — A C-CaM.

— Cam? — Ban yamBneHHo npunogHana 6posu. — UspeBaewbca? Paw!

YepHbli Nec MrHOBEHHO OTO3BaJ/ICA Ha CBOW KJMYKY. BepxHAA ryba nogHsanacb B ockane,
06Haxan ocCTpble 6esoCHeXHble KAblkM. [yxoe, He npejBelawliee HUYEro Xxopouero

pblHaHUWe BbIpBa/loOCb M3 e€ro nacTu.

— YecTHo! KnAHycb! — Manbyuwka wMbiIrHYn HOCOM, NATACbL MO nony Hasaa. Cepble rnasa,
WMPOKO pacnaxHyTble OoT ucnyra, 6nectenu Bnaroi.

— 0 6orun, — npocToHana Ban, — 3a4yem Tbl cnegun 3a MHOW? [laBall yxe roBopu, noka
MOe TepreHue He UCCAKNO.

— H-He 3Haw.. — npowenTan nNapHUWKa, C OnMackow nornagbiBaa Ha Pawa. — MpocTuTe,
munegu. f.. npocTto.. He 3Haw.. 1 xoTes..

— XoTen? U 4Tto xe Tbl xoTen? — Ban 3/unacb Ha CcUTyauuw.

Camoii el XO0TenoCb TOJNIbKO OAHOrO — Jsiedb B KpoBaTb M 3abblTbCA CHOM, a He
pa3bupaTbCA C HEMOHATHbLIM 3aMbl3raHHbIM MALAHEHKOM, 4YyTb He HaAenaBWuM B WTaHbl OT
cTpaxa.

— Al xoTen.. NO3HAaKOMUTbLCA, — BbIMaAUN napHullKa.

Ban He caepxana B34oX yauBaeHuA. OHa 6bl1a roToBa yC/bllaTb YTO YrogHO, HO He TO,
YTO NPOM3HEC MaNbuyuWKa.

— WyTuws? Ckaxy, uaMotTckue y Teba wyTku. — MomopumBunCb, B3n noxana nnevyamm. —
Jlydqwe 6bl cKasan, 4YTO Xo4ewb OBYNCTUTL MOW AOM. ITO 3BYyYaso Obl Kyaa
npaBgonogobHee, 3Haewb au.



— HeT! — nocnewHo BbIKPUKHY/N NapHuwKa. — Al He ayman paxe! Hukorpa!

Ban Haxmypunacb, paccmaTpuBas bnegHoe BcnoTeBlee AuUO. YTO-TO MofckasbiBano e,
4YTO MaNbyuK He BpeT. YTO-TO, MeNbKHYBllee B WWPOKO pachaxHyTbiX CepbiX raa3ax.
YTo-TO, TakK HeyNOBUMO MOXOXee Ha..

OHa cTuCHyna Kynaku, Kycaa ryb6el. Korpa-to Pa Buagen ee TakoW xe, BepHO?
WcnyraHHOW, XankoW, C rnasamu, nNOJHbIMM cne3. CTpemAwencAa K YenoBeKy CujbHee
ceba. CmoTpAweih Ha Hero Kak Ha HeBuAanb, CywWwWecTBO U3 APYroro mupa.

Nuwywen 3awmTy.

— Ybupaica oTcwpa, noka A He nepegymana! — lopeyb, CKBO3MBWAA B CAEPXaHHOM TOHe,
He yKpblacb OT camMol Ban, HO ocTanacb He 3aMe4YeHHON Manbuuwkon. — U bonbwe He
nonaganca MHe Ha nyTu!

MapHuwKa He 6bin rayn. CnepoBano 3TO OTMETUTb. OH BCKOYMA HA HOMM M MPOWMbIFHYN B
ABepb TakK 6bICTpO, CJIOBHO 3@ HWMM TFHaJUCb BCe AEMOHbl MpeucrnofHei. Ho BOT C «He
nonagaTbCA Ha MyTU» y Hero cjayduaacb npomalka.

WHorpa Ban pgymana, 4YTO Beno ee B TY HOYb AOPOroi, OT/IMYHON OT OOGbLIMHOM.
CobcTBeHHaa BonA uau BonAa 6oroB? KTo 3HaerT.

Ho ecnn >To 6oru nocnanu ee Ha 3TOT nyTb — OHW Xenanwu, 4YTOb6bI CNy4Ynnocb TO, 4TO
CNy4nnocob.

Ban nokuHyna [xaHeky 31as U OAHOBPEMEHHO pacTepsiHHasa. He HpaBunacb eil
KPOBOXAAHOCTb FOCMOXM B HEKOTOpPbIX BOMpPOCAX.

BoT u cerogHAa, y3HaB o ToMm, 4TO [IkaHeka npuroTtoBuna, B>3n Bbipa3unacb pesko u
npuHUunNuanbHo — ybuBaTb AeTeil oHa He byaeT. Hukorpa. [Jaxe 3a 6onbwoe
BO3HarpaxaeHue. [laxe pgeTei, oTel KOTOpbIX Bblpe3ajs CeMbid OAHOrO W3 TUNbAUU
IxaHeku .

Focrnoxa 6bina B ApoCTH. Boan cToAna Ha cBOeM, 3HAA, YTO XOAUT MO Ne3BUK 6pMTBH.
NycTb. ECTb Bewu, KOTOpble OO/MKHbI OCTAaBaTbCA HEWU3MEHHbIMU.

OHM TakK M He MpUWAM K COrfacuw, M Ban MOKMHynNa rocrnoxy, MoHuWMas, 4To B 6auxaiiwee
BpeMA NpuaeTcAa cAefaTb BCe BO3MOXHOE W HEBO3MOXHOe, 4TO6bl BEpHYTb ee
pacrnonoxeHue.

Bnpoyem, cnyxu, poHocuBumeca Ao Ban, npuobogpsnn. Bopbl, 6€340MHble M MPecTYMHUKU
BCeX MacTen WenTajucb 3a CMNUHOW AEeBYWKWU, U KOe-4TO, AoJieTasliee [0 Hee, YyAUBAANO
M OLHOBPEMEHHO 3aCTaBAANO YAbIOHYTbCA. Hanpumep, 4TO e€e CUYMTANM YeCcTHOW ybuiuen.
MopAano4YHOM .

Ecnn Takue Boobuwe cyuwecTtBoOBaJM B 3TOM NnporHuswem mupe.

A ybuBaTb B3an Hayuunacb. Cyad no BCeMy, MONYy4YanoCb 3TO Y Hee He Xyxe, 4YeMm
BOPOBCTBO KOWE/bKOB B PbIHOYHOI Tosne.

HeT, He 6bI0 HMKAKOro M3MaTbiBawwero 604 C paBHbIM NPOTUBHMKOM, HUKAKOW AobnecTu wu



4yecTu.

CymMpaK HOYM U NYHHbIA CBET; WMA, HAaKopsbaHHOe Ha CMATON byMaxke WAM CKa3aHHoOe
BC/AYX, WM OTCYTCTBME BOMPOCOB — OAHO Cjenoe MOBUHOBEHME.

Ee Ha3biBann TeHb.

M Tonbko TeHb Morna, He3ameTHO nogobpaBwuCb, Nepepe3aTb FOpJI0 MbAHOMY 3abyngbire,
nepeyuBwemy [kaHeke, WAN BOH3UTb KJIMHOK B cepue MUPHO cCNAWero Mnonpowawnkun, He
OTAaBWEro CBOW YacTb AO/IM CTPOron rocroxe.

BecyecTHasa 4ecTHasa y6bwuilua, nogduuwawwan 3a [xaHekoW ee rpaA3Hble gena.

Ban n cama He noHumana, kKorga B Heln cnomanocb TO, 4YTO npexane He NOo3BONANO
XNAagHOKPOBHO OTNYCKaTb TeTUBY JIyKa WIN BbiITaCKMBATb MU3-3a NOACa MBOFHyTHﬁ KJIMHOK .

Bbic/ieauTb HM O YeM He nofo3peBallyl XepTBY 6b10 MpPoCcTO. WCYe3HyTb B CyMmpake,
CKpbIBAs CBOE NULO MOA KAaMiWwoHOM, Ka3anoCb eCcTeCcTBeHHbM, 6yATO OHa Bcerga

3aHUMMalaCb TOJIbKO 3TUM.

MoYTM UCTUHA, He Tak /n? BcA ee XW3Hb — 3TO MOMbITKA pacTBOPUTBLCA B NACKOWN
ToJ/INe, CMa3aTb cobCTBEHHOE NMUO.

YMenaa BOpoOBKa, KOTOpaA CTajla HEnJoxom yoéuiuen.

FOpbKO, CJIOBHO OHa He onpaBhaljia OXuAaHui MaTepu. TO/IbKO BOT MaTepu y Hee He
6bino.

Korpa-Tto Bemup rosopun, 4TO OHa BpAA4 NU CMOXeT y6MBaTb, rnasa y Hee He Te.

Ban He 3Hana, 4YTO 3HAYUT «He Te». Ho 3Hana, B TOM 4ucae U HGaarogapa TpPeHUpoBKaM
Bemupa, 4TO CcTana Toi, KeM He [OO/XHA 6blla CTaTb.

HUKaknx yrpbi3eHUin COBeCTM, HUKAKOW BMHbI 3a COAEeAHHOe.

YpoBonbcTBME? HeT, ckopee ypoBneTBOpeHMe OT TOro, 4YTO HaKOHel BCe BCTaJIo HAa CBOMU
mecTa.

OHa He YyBCTBOBaJia POBHbIM CYETOM HMYEro WM CTapaTesibHO Jenana Buh, 4TO He
yyBCcTBOBana. OHa He xoTena 3aA4yMblBaTbCA O CBOEM XM3HM, pa3bupaTb MOTUBSI
COOCTBEHHBIX MOCTYMNKOB — OT 3TOro Y/0BUMO MOMAXUBANAO THUAOCTHBLIM, CA3AKOBATHIM
AYWKOM caMoobmaHa.

Ho npaBpy He CKpbiTb, BepHO? OT 3TOW MbIC/IM CTAHOBMUJIOCb TOWHO, KakK OT MPUTOpPHOM
MeLOBYXMW, NblWENCA B nepecoxwee ropho.

«bylb 4ecTHa cama nepepn coboil M npusHail 3To, Bannepu».

Bce nexano Ha noBepxHOCTM — OHa HakKa3biBasa cebsa. XecTtoko, N30WPEHHO, YHUYTOXaA B
cBoeM ecTeCcTBe rnaBHoe — UCTUHHYH cebs.

Ban Hacnaxpanacb TeMm, KaK pywaTtca TBepAbHU ee MPUHUUMOB W MNpasBufi, FOpAOCTU U
mMopanu, MOKPbIBAICb FYy6OKMMU TpewuHamm.



3a lleiHa. 3a Pa3a. 3a cO6GCTBEHHYW rNynoCTb, MOBAEKWYW HeobpaTuMble NOCNEACTBUA.
«XBaTUT».
Mbicnn, He Hecywue B cebe HMYero. He cTOMUT TpaTuUTb Ha HUX BpeMA.

Ban nomopwunacb, 3aroHAA BHYTpPeHHWe Tep3aHua B CaMylw raybb CBOeil TeMHOW KakK Ho4b
ayum.

FpoMKMIA WYM NpuUBMEK BHUMaHWe. [iBepu 3axyAanol TaBepHbl OblIM pacnaxHyTbl, OTTyAa
[OHOCUNNCH MbAHbIE FON0CA U CMEeX BMecTe C 3anaxoMm 6J1eBOTUHbI U CKUCWEro NuBa.

OHa npuwypunacb, paccMaTpuBas 6/M3 TaBepHbl CropbleHHyl ¢Urypy, CKOpYMBLYKWCA Ha
3anieBaHHoi 6pycyaTke. B cBeTe oAMHOKOro GoHapA 6biAM ABCTBEHHO BUAHbI YeTBepo
MYX4YMH, CTOSBWME MOJNYKPYrOM, KaK XWlWHble 3Bepu, 3arHaBwWe B JIOBYWKY CBOW XepTBY.

XoTenocb MNpoWTUM MUMO. YyXue XxMmesnbHble pa3bopkM He Kacanucb Ban, TONbKO B3rnsg Tak
He BOBpeMA BbIXBAaTUA M3 0OWeh KapTUHbl 3HaKoMoe 6jegHoe nnuo.

KpoBb cTekana u3 pas3buToil rybul, nof 3annbiBUUM CNe3AWuMcs F1a3oM HajauBasics
OrpOMHbIA CUHAK, OTMNeYaTOK FPA3HOro canora BUAHENICA Ha afieBWen ckyne.

Ban konebanacb BCEro MrHoBeHMe.

— OTBanuTe OT Hero! — KpUKHyna OHa, YyCKOpsA war.

MyX4YMHbl OBEPHYNNCH, W 3/ble YXMbUIKU CMEHUSIMCb KPOBOXALHbIM YAOBONLCTBUEM. KOHEYHO,
elle ogHa BO3MOXHaA XepTBa. TakK KCTaTU, MOKA He pa3BeAnCcA AYPMaHAWMA MNycTble
rosioBbl a3apT.

Ban BHyTpeHHe Hanpsirnacb, CJIOBHO CO6Mpasicb B MpPYXWHY. BauxHuidi 60i, na ewe u C
YeTblpbMsi KPYMHbIMA MyX4YMHAMU — SIBHO He Jlyywasa nepcrnekTuBa Ha CEroaHAWHWIA Bevep.
Jla v, Kak Hasno, Pawa He 6bO pafoMm. Ho, yBUAEB NULO MalbyuWKWU, 3aIUTOE KPOBbIO,

OHa He Morsa no3BO/IUTb cebe 6e3pa3fIM4HO MPOWTU MUMO.

B KOHUe KOHLOB, 3TO 6bl1 OObIKHOBEHHbIN pebeHoK, KOTopoMmy, Kak u Ban korpga-To,
«MoBe3/10» poAUTbLCA He B TO BpeMA U He B TOM MecTe.

— Ye Hapo, wnwxa? — KopeHacTbli MyXuK, CyAA MO TFpA3HOMY OAEAHWUN, TUMUYHbLIA
obbiBaTeNb 3TOro 60oramm 3abbLITOro mMecTa, npuwypwua y3kue rnasa, Hepgobpo nmocmaTpuBas

Ha Mpubanxawwylca LeBywWKy .

- OTI'IyCTVITe Ma/lbYUWLKY . — Ban npeayCcMoTpuTesibHO OCTaHOBUNACb B AeCATKe Waroe OT
YXMbITAOWNUXCA MYXYUH .

Hexopowaa cuTyauua BbipMCOBbIBanacCb, OYEHb Hexopouwas.
— [la Hy? Ewe 4e xoYewb? — MyXuMK C BbI3OBOM CMJ/OHYNA. — MoxeT, oTcocaTb Ham?

— 3a 4To 6beTe? — B3/ cMOTpena MPAMO B /IMLO KOPEHACTOro MyXuKa, MNpuUKuUabiBas CBOM
WAHCHI.

NpukuabiBaTb ObINO HEYero — UX MpoOCTO He 6bno. OfoNeTb OAHOMO — MOXET OblTb, HO
HUKaK He 4YeTBepbix. Ee opyxuem 6biAM TeMHOTA M TUWMHA, uaywme 60K O 6OK C Kowayvben



NOBKOCTbW, a 60M NMUOM K /MLy PABHOCU/IEH CMEpTENbHOMY MpPUIOBOpY .

— A Tbl, CMOTpMU-Ka, pa3roBopuyuBas Kakaa. Uau-ka cwpa, A Tebe pacckaxy! — 3a
CMUHOW MYyXWMKA 3aroroTajiM ero ApYyXKwu.

— Tbl, BOMXHO ObITb, KpyT, Aa? [NaBHbiM, 4TO AM? — Ban 3Hana, 4TO Aydwe YWTw.
3amMon4aTb, 3abbiTb M He puckoBaTb. HO Kpaem rnasa oHa Bugena W3yMmneHHoe, MOJHOe
Hagexabl /MU0 MaseHbKOro BOPUWKW, @ BHYTPU BCE CXaNoCb OT OAHOW TONbKO MbIC/N O
cnaceHnn cobCTBEHHOM WKYPbI.

OCTpOo 3anax/lo HEeMnpUATHOCTAMMU.

— A Tebe 4yTO 3a peno? Cama-TO KTO Takas, Wanaea?

— HukTOo. — JlagoHb NpenyCcMOTPUTEsIbHO Nerfa Ha pyKoATb KuHxana. — OTnycTtu
MasibuymkKy, U A yuay.

— 3axJIonHUCb, noHanar? — XOXOTHYNn MYyXWUK, U ero COpaTHUKKU C yAOBOJIbCTBUEM
nogaepxann ero rpoMkKmMm nbAHbLIM CMeXOM.

— lMoHATHee Hekyda, — MArKO MporoBopwufa Bsn, BHMMaTeNbHO Habnwaas 3a ABUXEHUAMU
6ypHO Becenswenca KOMMaHuu.

KopeHacTblii C NA3roM BbIXBAaTW/l U3 HOXEH KOpPOTKWW Mey, 6pocascb Ha Ban. OHa,
NMOMUHANA Hefo6pbIM C/IOBOM CBOW TajliaHT BAMMATb B Hexopowue CUTyauuu, Jierko otébuna
KNMHOK MyXMKa W Mapoil yaapoB 3acTaBuna ero oTCTYNUTb Ha3ah. Myxuk 3apbiyan,
Ka3aiocb, Tepsa 4enoBeyeckoe uLO.

«BoT HacToAwue o6OpPOTHU, — MpPOHEcNoCb B rosoBe. — [bAHble TBapu».

ATaka 6bla CUNbHOW, MyXWK AABUA BecoMm, M Ban c TpyAom OTKJOHWNA ero ygap. Tpoe
npuATenein ABUHYANCbL C MecCTa, W OHa, MOHUMAaA, 4YTOo B 6AMKHeM 6OW Mano 4ero CTOUT,
JIOBKO ywna OT OAHOro M3 HanajaBWWX, pe3BO HAK/IOHMBLWWCL M MPOMNYCKasa OrPOMHbINA

KynakK Hapg rosioBOW.

— bern! — KpuWKHyna ManbuyvwKe, W TOT, 33aBOPOXEHHLIK MPOUCXOAAWMM, AEPHYNCS,
BCKAKMBaA Ha HOrMU.

Ban epBa ycnena oTbUTb CU/bHLIA BbiNag, pe3Ko pa3BepHYBWWCb M 4YyAoM U3bexaB
paHeHUA B XWMBOT, M TYT Xe MOMATMAACb B CTOPOHY, CKO/Mb3f BAO/b 3[43aHUA TaBEpHbI.

Mnoxo peno, o4yeHb naoxo. OgHa NpPOTUB YeTBepbiX, JIMLOM K /ULy — Y Hee He 6b110
HUKaKUX WaHCOB.

Xopowee 3aBepuweHWe Beyepa, Heyero ckasaTb. Kak Obl OHa HM Oblna 3/71a HAa COBCTBEHHYH
XW3Hb, HO MOJOXHYTb Y CTEH 3aMbi3raHHON AelWeBON TaBepHbl He BXOAMIO B €e MJaHbl.

— Cwpa! — ToHkuMe nanbubl COMKHYJIUCb Ha 3anAcCTbe.

Ban, Kkpaem rnasa 3amevas xyAyw OUrypky MapHUWKK, B CaMblili NOCNEAHUA MOMEHT oT6una
yAap Meya XpuneBWeEro OT APOCTM KOPEHACTOro MyxwuKa.

— bexum! — Manb4umwka cC CuUNO NOTAHYN €e B CTOpOHYy. — Ckopein!



N Ban, He npuagymaB HWYero gpyroro, pewuna nocnepnoBatb ero coseTy. Jlydwe no3opHoe
6ercTtBo, 4yem b6eccnaBHaA CMepTb OT MeYa BbIMUBOXMU.

BbLICTpbIM JIOBKUM [BWXEHWEM OHa yBepHyfnacb, orubaa ABYX MPOTUBHUKOB CO CMWHbI, M
6pocunacb Mpoyb, MNOArOHAEMas MNPOKAATUAMM B CBOM agpec.

BeraTb oHa ymena — 3TOro 6bUI0 He OTHATb. lapHuwKa, BNpoYyem, He ycTynan e, a
cKopee npeBOCXOAUA.

OH HeccAa Brnepep, Kak 3adu, nyTasa cnef, HbpAA B TeMHble 3aKOYNKW W MNOABOPOTHU, U
CNyCTA HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ban ocTaHoBuiacb, TAXeNO MPUC/IOHUBLIUCH CMUHON K CTeHe
KakKoro-To 38aHuAa. KuHxan, HanpaBnHeMuﬁ TBepAOﬁ pyKOﬁ, Nnerko Bouwesn B HOXHbI.

— MNoroan! — KPUKHYyJ/1la OHa, U MaJibYHUliKa 06epHyﬂCH, OCTaHaB/MBaACb. — OHKM OTCTaNM.

— Ara. — TaAxeno pgplwa, NapeHeK MpuUcen Ha KOPTOYKU U YNbIGHYynCs.

Ynbibka Bblwna ycTpawatwern. Pa3buToe nvMuUo M 3annbiBWMKA a3 Hajesnunu BMOJHe
NpUATHOE JINLUO BOPMUWKKU XYTKOW FpumMacon.

— Kakoro pemoHa Tbl Tam genan? — Bajn TpAxHyfna ronoeoi, 3anpaBfisis 3a YXO AJUHHYH
npaAb, BbIGMBWYKWCA M3 COBpaHHbBIX B XBOCT BOMOC. — 3a 4YTO 6Guam-Tto?

— YKpan y rnaBHOro KowesfekK, — HEMHOTrO CMyWeHHO MOACHUI Manbyuwka, M Ban rny6oko
M pa3so4yapoBaHHO BbILOXHYNA.

— Tbl gaxe BOpoOBaTb He yMeellb, — MNpe3puTesibHO ¢blpKHy/sa OHA. — HeyauBUTENbHO, 4TO
OHU TebAa nonmanu.

MapeHek He oTpearuvpoBajl Ha HacMelWKy, He OTpbiBaA CTpaHHOro B3rjaAafja OT ee Jjuua.
— YT10? — B3an HaxMmypuiacb, ornagbiBaacb 4epes3 nnaevyo. — Mbl OTOpBaJMCb OT HUX..
— Tbl crnacna mMeHA, — MNpPOU3HeC Manbuulika C BOCTOPXEHHbIM MpuUabIXaHUeMm.

BHyTpM TOYHO Ma3KaMu anow KpaCKun packKkpacuno. HenpomeHHe BOCMOMUHAHNA OKYTa/n
NAOTHbLIM yAYWIUBbIM KOKOHOM.

Hea/iMHHbIE TEMHble BOJIOCHI, MNOACTPUXEHHbIE YYTb KOpOYe Ha BUCKaX. YepHble MNpulypeHHble
rnasa, C Nerkum OLEHUBAWWMM MHTEpecoM CMOTpAWMEe B UCNyraHHble ronybble.

— KTO0.. TBI? — cnpocunia nNpexHAs, He3HakoMmasA, AaBHO yweawas B HebbiTue Ban, u
MYX4YMHaA YCMeXHyJicA, MOBOpayMBasiCb CMNUHOW W HaMepeBaACb YWTH.

— HeT, nogoxpu, He ocTaBnah meHA 3gecb! — Kpuk axom pasganca B rosnose Ban,
paspesad U3HYTpu NogobHO HOXY Nierko, He BCTpe4yas CONpOTUB/EHUA.

3To 6bUIO TaK AABHO, 4YTO Ka3anocb HOﬂyBa6HTHM CHOM.

Ban pacnpsmunia cnuHy, cpasy CTaHOBACH Bbille. [y6bl HEMPOU3BOJIBHO CXalUCb B TOHKYH
JIMHMIO.

— MHe nopa. — OHa MoAHANA PyKM M HaKWHYNa KamwwoH, CKpbiBad /MU0 B TEHWU.



— CToi! — Manbuumwka CrnoTHyJs, BCKAKMBasA Ha HOMM U CYAOpPOXHO BbibpacbiBas Bnepep
pyky. — He yxoau!

B>n npomonyana v passBepHyfnacb, OCTaBJAA 3a CMNUHOWN OWEsIOMJIEHHOr 0 MnapeHbKa.

«0 6oru, Kaxk Bbl HecnowagHsl B CBOEW CnpaBeaIMBOCTU».

lar, ewe oavH, Brepes OT MpOWIOro, HacTUrawwero ee ¢ yOUACTBEHHOW XECTOKOCTbI0.
3To BblpaxeHue cepblx rnas. Hemaa npocbba. BocxuweHue. Hagexapa.

— MNoxanyicTta, nogoxan! — YmonAwwme HOTKM B rosoce ManbyuKN BbIBEPHYN HAU3HAHKY .
— He ocTaBnan meHa! Moxanyicta! MNpowy TebA!

Ban ocTaHoBM/aCcb, CMOTpA NpsAMo nepef coboit M He BUAA POBHbBIM CYETOM HMYEro.
HepBHbIA XpWUN/bIA CMeX BbIPBANCSA W3 TpyAW, OHA MNpuXana TbUIbHYH CTOPOHY JIafOHM KO
pTYy, 3amoJikas.

— Kak TBOe uMA? — He 060payMBafCb, CMNpocuia, MeANeHHO OMnyckasa pykKy.

— Hukc, Muneau, — CKOMKAHHO, C HecCKpbiBaemoW pajfoCTbi B rosoce OTBETU/ MapHUWKA.

Ban ycsbiwana ero waru, a 3aTeMm MaJib4MUK MOpaBHANCA C HEe’n M Hecmesno NOAHAN oTeklee
pa36MToe NnMUo, TWeTHO MNblTaACb yBUAETb NOoA4 KaMkWWOHOM ra3a CBOEN CcnacuTenbHUUbI.

— Wpem, Hapo npuBecTu TebAa B nopApok. — Ban aBuMHynacb Bnepen, 3HaA, 4TO Hukc
HeC/IbILHO CcriegyeT 3a Hewu.

ABA 2

— TeHb?
— A? — Ba/1 NeHUBO 3aKWHYy/a B POT XApeHbll KeApoBblii opewek U MogHAna raasa K Heby.

Mpo3payHo-4uCcTaA, Kak BOAA NECHOro 03epa, OrpoMHaa ronybaa CuMHEBa packUHynachb
Hag Hei, 6eCKOHeYHas U HeobbACHUMO NpuTAraTesbHasd.

Ban onycTuna nagoHb, AOTparuBaAcb nanbLaMu A0 WEeNKOBUCTON 3eneHoi Tpaebl. OHa
Nexana Ha cnuHe, packKWHYB PYKW U COTHYB OAHY HOTy B KoJieHe. YepHblii nniaw Bansncs

pAAoM.

MopcTaBnAAa NMUO NOCNEAHUM COJIHEYHbIM NyYaM YXOAAWero neta, rnyboko BAOXHYNA
Tennblii BO3AyX.

— Tbl cnuwb, 4TO AM? — HUKC cen Ha TpaBe U NOTAHYNCA 3a MEWO4YKOM C oOpeXaMu.



HenocnywHble MWeHMYHble BUXpPbl 0O6pamMnAnM CcUMNaTUYHOE XYyAOe JINLO C XUBbIMU CEPbIMMU
rnasamm. Ban HpaBuMAuCb 3TW rnasa, Bcerga bnectesBwne B NPeABKYWEHUU MPUKIKYEHWUN .
CMewWwHOW Manb4YvWKa U OTHACTU TNyNbil B CBOEM HeyBAJAlWeM pajoCTHOM B3rnage Ha Mup
BOKpYT .

YanBuTtenoHo.

OHa He Morja nNpUNOMHUTb, 4TOObl CcaMa Oblna Takol Korpa-To. Bce 6bNO Tak Cxoxe:
3araxeHHbli, BOHAWWMA MOYOM WM pa3BpaTOM KNYBOK HUKYEMHbIX XWU3HeWh, TONbkKo Ban
Bcerga Bupena BokKpyr ceba rpasb, a HUKC CNOBHO nepewarvBan 4yepes Hee,
OTropaxuBasacb, OyATO WUTOM, YJbIOKON.

«He NMOMHUWBL WAM He XOoYelwb MOMHUTbL CebA TaKym?»

— Tbl KOrga-Hmbyab OTCTaHeWb OT MeHA? — YAblbHYBWWCb yronkamu ryb,
nouHTepecoBasnacb Ban.

OTBeT OHa 3Hana, HO He MOrJjla He CNpoCUTb.

— He-a, He oTCTaHy, — HuMKC 3ane3 pykoil B Mewo4ek C Opewkamu M MpUHAACA
camo3abBeHHO B HeM KomaTbCs, — He HajeiicA.

— He comHeBanacb. — B35 npukpbiia Bekwu.

— TeHb, a 4To y Teba c [KaHeKoW? — Kak HM B 4eM He 6biBaso MouHTepecoBanca Hukc,
OTnpaBisa B poOT Napy OpewWKoB.

Bornpoc 3acTaBu/i HefOBOJIbHO MOMOPWMTLCA.
Hy BoT, npunabiau.

— XBaTWUT, Jai XOTb pa3okK OTAOXHYTb 6e3 TBOMX BOMpocoB. — OHa M He cobupanacb
CKpbIBaTb CBOE HEYAOBOJIbCTBUE, HO Ma/lbyuWKa, Ka3aNoCb, COBCEM He o6paTua Ha 3TO
BHUMaHuA .

— [a napgHo Tebe! Yx He MpocCcTO TakK Tbl y Hee B nwbumuuax! Bce o6 sTom roBopaAT. —
Becenbii ronoc Hukca HaduHan pasfgpaxaTb, KAk U ero 6eCKoHeYHble BOMpoChl, MOpoOW
HAaCTO/IbKO HEOXWAAHHble, 4YTO OTBETbl HA HUX eABa AW npegnosarann noxe — Ban npocTo
He ycneBajsa NpuAyMbiIBaTb MNpaBAOMNOAOOHYH Bepcuio.

— Bce? N k1O 3TO BCE? TbI? — MpobopmoTasa OHa, MOAHMMAA BEKM U YyCTpemass B30Op B
CUHee Hebo.

Ban 3/imMnacb Ha ManbyuvwKy M OAHOBPEMEHHO 3aunacb Ha cebsa. CAMWKOM YacTo Hukc
3aCTaBnNAN ee BCNOMUHAaTb. CBOMMM H6ECKOHEYHbLIMM BOMPOCAMU OH NErkKo W HenpUHYXAeHHO
3akugpiBan Ban B npownoe, Kak pbibak yaoyky nopanbuwe ot bepera.

borun pencTBUMTENnbHO Benukue WYTHUKN .

— TeHb, Hy cKaxum! — KaHwymn Hukc, u Ban CcO B3JOXOM MOHAMA, YTO CUA HA
conpoTuBNEHUEe He OCTanocChb.

He ceropgHA, He B 3TOT peakuil CMOKOWMHbIA CONHEYHbIM AeHb, KOrga OHW HaKoHel
Bblbpanucb U3 AyWHOro ropoaa.



— MexAy HamMu HU4Yero HeT, ec/in Tbl MpPO TO, CNAKW A C Heln mnnu HeT, — CyXO OoTBeTWUNa
OHa.

— W 4To — HM pa3y? BoT coBcemM? — HUKC BbiITEp Tybbl 1afOHbH U OTHPOCUN MewWoYeK C
opexamu B CTOpPOHY.

«Ewe HemMHOro, u ero pasopBeT OT AKWOOMBITCTBa», — C YCMeEWKOW nogymana Ban.
— Hu pa3sy, npeacTtaBafews?

Mo Heby nposeTen Kocsk NTuy. Ban npocnepuna 3a uMx NoseToM, HEBOJIbHO Y/aBnivBas
HanpaBneHwue.

CBO6OAHbIE, OHU NeTenn B CTOPOHY lM6nok Tonu. MMongHA WAWM AeHb — WU 3TOT CaMblii
KOCAK HACTUIHET CKpbITbIi 33 ropamum ropog.

— W kak y Tebs aTo nony4daetca? KpuBoih C3M BOH CKO/MbKO BOKPYF Hee BUACA, a Tbl
npuwaa v cpasy xe okKasanacb B awbumuuax. Yypeca. Tol 4YTO-TO OT MeHA CKpbiBaewb! —

NapHuwKa ynbibancs, HO Ban He 0cobo Bepuia B €ro HaurpaHHyw BecesioCTb.

Kaxabli aeHb HUKC 3apaBan BOMpOChl, CTapascCb y3HaTb BCe O CBOEW MOKPOBUTENbHULE, a
OHa, byAy4u CKyna Ha pacckasbl, peAKko yAoBleTBOpAsiia 3Ty ero noTpebHocTb.

Boan He xenana roBopuTb O CBOEM MPOW/IOM, OCTaBMB €ro 3a CMUHON, HO ManbyuwKa 6bin
Yype3BblHANHO YMOPEH.

— OnbIT 60/bWON, — rOpbKO XMbIKHY/a OHa, — He 60WCb A TPO3HBIX U YXACHBIX.
— OTO Tbl O 4eM? — B cepbiXx rJjasax 3aropesimcb O30pHble OFOHbKW.

— Hu o0 4em, manbiw. PaHO Tebe ewe nesTb Tyda, KyAa He npocAT.

Hukc O6MXEHHO Hacynmuaca M CNOXUA PYKU Ha Fpyau.

— fl He TakoW yX W Manbiw.

Ban npomonyvana, 3aAyMuuMBO paccMaTpuBas eAUMHCTBEHHOE Mpon/biBaBllee No Heby TOHKoe
pBaHoe obnayko.

lopa, paspensawwme ee n Hukca, Kasanucb nponacTbi. Ho 3TO ceiyac, Korga manbuuuke
TONbKO 4YeTblpHaguaTb.

Hackonbko cTapwe 6b1 Pa3za? Ban noyyBCTBOBana ykon 6oam v TyT Xe nporHana
HeBblIHOCUMble MbIC/IN. He CTOMT AyMmaTb O TOM, 4YTO He CJIyYMIOCb.

— loBoOpAT, OHa npepnoyMTaeT XeHWuH, — 3aAymM4ynmBO cKa3an Hukc, nornagbiBaAa uckoca.
— Jymaw, Tak U ecTb. — B3n nognoxwna nop rosioBy pykKu M 3akpblia rnasa.
COHNNMBOCTbL MeAsieHHO, HO BepHO OnyTbiBaJila CBOWMU MPOYHLIMU CETAMWU.

— A TbI?



— fI? — pacTepAHHO nepecnpocuna Ban, He cpa3y MOHMMasA, O YeM CMpawMBaeT MAPHUWKA.
— Koro npepnouunTaewb Tbi?

— Y710 3a BOMpOCHI, HUKC? — Orpbi3Hynacb B OTBET.

LpemMoTy KaK pyKoi CHsno. Ban 3akpbina MU0 pyKamu U noTepna Beku.

«TBOKW X MaTb, — XOTeNOCb CKa3aTb el. — A AeHb TaK XOPOWO HAYUHANCHA».

— Tbl He CMUWb C MyXYMHaMW, s 3HaW. Tbl NW6UWbL XEeHWMH? — Manbyuwka He cpasanca,
ABHO MNOYYBCTBOBAB €€ HexeNaHue MATWM Ha KOHGAUKT. XUTPO M AO KpPAWHOCTU

b6ecuepemMoHHO.

Ban 3axoTena napoﬁ MeTKux ci0oB noCtaBuTb e€ro Ha MecTtO, HO MOYeMy-TO HUKaAK He
MOrna 3acTaBUTb ceba 3TO caenaThb.

— 0, Tbl Npogonxaelwb CAeauTb 3a MHON? KakaA MpoOHULATENbHOCTb, HO CMel TebA
pa304apoBaTb — XEHWWH A Toxe He /b, — pasgpaxeHHO npousHecna Ban, mepsan
MaJibYMWKY YHUYTOXaKWMM B3rJISL0OM.

Hukc noliman paccepxeHHbld B3rfisf, M BHe3anHo TeHb ynajna Ha ero auuo.

— YBepeHa? — [apHuWKa pe3Ko MNojanca Bnepes, CMeNo MepekuabiBas Hory 4Yepes 6eapo
Ban u HaBucas Hap Heil cBepxy. MManey KOCHY/NCA O6HAXEHHOW KAK4YMUbI.

OHa mep/sieHHO BTAHYJIa HOCOM BO3AYX, YYBCTBYA Tenjo 4YyXOoro MNpUKOCHOBEHUA Ha cBoen
KOXe.

— Yign. Ceilyac xe, — npoueguna CKBO3b CTUCHYTble 3y0Obl.
— A ecnm A He xo4vy? YTO TOrga? — C BbI3OBOM cnpocun Hukc.
Boan mon4yana, cy3uB rnasa U paccMaTpuBas HEMNpuBLIMHO Cepbe3HOoe JINLO MapeHbka.

BoT oHO 4TO, 3HauuT. U Kak gaBHO HuKC paccMaTpuBaeT ee KakK CBOW MNOTeHUUaslbHYH
nwboBHUUY? He paHO nvM eMy 3arnAagbiBaTbCA Ha AeBylWwek?

OHa nomopwunacb, CxaB Ty6bl.
He paHo. [nAa napeHbka, BbIPOCWEro Ha ynauue, — Aaxe MO3A4HO.

— He Bnwbnsnca B MeHA, — TUXO Nnpoun3Hecsa Ban, Ha6nwnaﬂ, KaK BCMbIXMBAKWT KpaCHbIM
ekKn Manb4yulikn, — A He CMOry OTBEeTUTb Tebe B3aMMHOCTbH.

— M-novyemy? — Ero ronoc pporHyn.

BOoT OH M pacTepsan BCH YBEPEHHOCTb.

Ban, rnAagAa B MU0 ManbuMlKe, Cxana paccnabneHHyw npexae NagoHb B Kyfak.
— MoToMy 4YTO A He MOry HUKOro nWbuTb, — YeCTHO oTBeTuna Hukcy.

OHa He Bpasa U He npeyBenMyMBana: ee cepgue 6bU1I0 MEpTBO yXe C/MWKOM AABHO, 4TO6bI



COMHEBAaTbCA B COOCTBEHHbIX C/NOBAaX.

— MNo4yemy? — MOTYXWWM FONOCOM CMPOCWUS OH.

Cepble rnasa ero, KasanocCb, MNOTeps/M BeCb OrOHb.

Ban nomonyana, paccmaTpuBas pacTepAHHOE NMUO B ObpaMieHuMn XenTbix, uBeTa crneson
nuweHuubl, Bonoc. Kak MHOro oHa Morna 6bl pacckasaTb eMy. Morna OTKpbITbCS,
BbIK/1aJblBAs BCE KapTbl, He CKpblBAas HUYEro O YEepHOBOJIOCOM MyX4YMHE, UM KOTOPOro
He3puMo BUCE/SI0O B BO3AYXe MexXAay HUMU, O rOpofe 3a ropamm U O Tex, KTO 6bin e
6eCKOHeYHO [JOpOr U KOro OHA MOKWHYNa, Aaxe He NonpowaBWUCh.

C/IMWKOM MHOrO 4yBCTB, KOTOpble ee crybunu.

Tenepb OHa y4Yunacb XuTb 6€3 HUX.

— Korpa-Hubyab A pacckaxy Tebe. A cenyvac npocTo c/ae3ah C MeHA, u 3abyaem 06
3TOM, — CMOKOWHO cKa3ana Ban.

OHa Buaena konebaHue B ABUXEHUAX MaJibYMWKKU, HO MOTOM HUKC BbIAOXHYN U
OTOABUHYNCA, YCAXMBAACb pPALOM Ha TpaBy M CTHIAAMBO ONyCKaA FONOBY.

— fl He noHumak Tebs. Tbl pa3pewnna MHe XWUTb y cebs U KOpMUWb MEHA.. U MoKynaewb
MHe BelWW.. U Tebe HMYEero OT MEHA He HYXHO, — pacTepAHHO MpobopMOTan OH, He cMesA
NOAHATL rJfas.

Ero cmyweHue nokasanocb B3/ o4eHb MWIbIM B CBOEW MCKpeHHOCTU. Bcero napy
MIFHOBEHWW Ha3aj HMKC OTKPOBEHHO, XOTb M Heymesno, cobnasHAn ee, a Tenepb He
3HaeT, KyAa AeTbCA OT CTEeCHeHus.

— Y10 TebA yauBnsaer?

— A ayman, Tb 6ypewb.. cNnaTb CO MHOW. Beab Tak He 6biBaeT, 4TOObL. — HUKC wymMHO
crnotHyn. — lpocTo Tak.

Ewe HemMHOro, M OH, Ka3anoCb, MPOBAJIUTCA CKBO3b 3eM/H.

Bon cTano otyacTu Xanko ero. TakoW CMenbil U TaKoOW raynbii.

— 3Haewb, KoOrga-To A TOxe TakK AyMmana, Hukc, u Kak-To npepnoxuna ceba ogHomy
Yyenoseky, cnacwemy meHA. Ho OH cKasan, 4YTO eMy He HyXHa MoA XM3Hb. — Ban cnabo
yNblbHYNnacb U, onepuncb O 3eM/, MOKPbLITYH MArKONW TpaBoil, cena, obxBaTbiBaa pyKoWn
COrHyTOe KOJIeHo.

— Tbl Toxe cnacna meHAa! — Hukc BCKWUHYN ronosy, onanAdAa B3rnAagomMm cepbiX rnas.

— Fnynoctu, — dbipkHyna Ban, npeHebpexvuTenbHO MaxHyB JIafOHbKW, — Tbl U caMm Mor 6bl
cbexaTb OT Tex MbAHYYr, 6yab Tbl nMocmesnee.

Hukc ponro monydan, pa3rnAagbiBaa TpaBy C TakuM BUAOM, CJ/IOBHO BMepBble B XU3HU
O6paTMﬂ Ha Hee BHWMaHue. Ban Bupgena, Kak MeJsiko APpOXaT ero najsbubl, MaJibYullKa

CpbiBan TpaBWHKM U TYyT Xe 6bpocan ux.

— TeHb, HWUKTO HMKOrga He 3acTynajncA 3a MeHA, — HakKoHel CKOMKaHHO MNporoBopui



Hukc, He noAHUMaa rnas, — HU pa3y B XM3HU. B KHure ckasaHo, 4TO..

Ban yxe coxanena o MUHYTHOW OTKPOBEHHOCTW. 3pA OHa BOO6We NO3BOAMIA CNYYUTbCA
3TOMy pa3roBopy. Macka 6e3y4acTHOCTM MPUBLIYHO OMyCTUACb Ha €e JUUo, CKpbiBas
6ylweBaBlWME SMOLMUM.

— Ja-pja, 3Haw, — CKas3ajia oHa nocnewHo, 6yATO nNpeaMeT WX pa3roBopa He 3Hauyun
POBHbIM CYETOM HUYero, — Ho faBai 3abyaem o ToM, 4TO TaMm HanucaHo. [oxanyicTa,
Hukc. S He xo4y, 4YTOGbl Tbl CYUTAN, YTO AO/KEH MHE W MMEHHO MO3TOMYy AO CUX MOp CO

MHOM pALOM.

— fl He noaToMy psagoMm! — ropA4o BOCK/JAMKHYA MajbuuwKka. — Tbl Takad.. He Takad, Kak
Bce!

Ban 3amonyana, pacTepAHHO pa3rnagbiBad 3aaneslee Auuo Hukca.
«He TakaAa, Kak Bce?»

0 6orwu. HeCMOTpH Ha BCHW CTPaAHHOCTb CUTyauuu, Ban no4yyscTBOBasia, KaK OT CJiOB
Ma/lb4UIIKKU B rpyan HexXHO pa3nnnocCb nNpuATHOe Tenno.

OHa HyxHa emy — >ToMmy 6e340MHOMY BOpMWKEe, BUAEBWEMY B HeW CBOW CMacuUTesbHUUY,
TY, 3@ 4YbeW CMNUHON XO4YeTCA BCTaTb, CKpPbIBAaACb OT BCEX HEB3rof XeCTOKOW
peanbHOCTH.

Bon npekpacHoO noHumana 3TU YyBCTBa. TONbKO BOT..

bypneT TAxeno. MapHuwka ocobo M He cKpbiBaeT, 4YTO rnyboko, MO camble ywu BAHONEH.
OHa OTYeT/AMBO BMAeNa 3TO B CepbiX, MOJHLIX C TPYAOM cAepxuBaeMoin Bnaru rnasax. U
noyemy Xe OHa paHblle He 3amedana 3Toro? MoxeT 6bITb, MPOCTO He XoTena 3a0CTpPATb
BHMMaHME Ha OYeBWUOHOM?

3To npongeT CO BpeMeHeM, BepHO?

nnu Her.

Korpa-to Ban Toxe 6bi0 YeTbipHaAuaTb, M BCTpeTb ee Pa3a Torpga, COMHUTENbHO, YTO
mMexay HMMKM 3aBA3anocb 6bl 4TO-nMbo. HOo BpemAa HeuzbexHO TeyeT Bnepen, Kak bypHas
cTpemuTenbHaa peka. lpoiayT rofbl, UM Majb4uiika BblpacTeT, HO BeAb U OHa CTaHeT

cTapue.

FNynocTu HecycCBeTHble, HO BCA WPOHWUA 6bila B TOM, YTO M3-3a 3TUX FYNOCTEN MOTM
BO3HUKHYTb OWYTUMble MpO6aEMbI.

— A rge oH cenyac? — Bonpoc TakK HEKCTAaTW BbiAepHY/N ee M3 MNyTaHbIX Pa3MblIeHUN.

— KTo? — OHa MoprHyfna, 3ame4das, Kak HUMKC CyAOpOXHO CxXuMaeT MnanbLamyM Ny4OK TpaBbl.
— ToT 4enoBek, KOTOpbIA cnac TebA.

Bon nomonyana kakoe-TO BpemA, pa3fymbiBad Haj OTBETOM, a 3aTeM cKasana:

— laneko oTcwga. Mel HUKOrga 6o0/blie He YBUAMMCA, HO HEKOTOpble ero ypoku f



3anoMHuna. Tak 4TO Mpekpawai Tak CMOTPeTb Ha MeHs U NpocTo.. 6yAb MOUM ApyroMm.
Wnn mnaguvm 6paTUWKON, ecnn xenaeuwb.

OT uckpAweica MCKpeHHen yablbkum nuuo Hukca o3apunocb, U B3n nopaswio oTpasuBleecs
B CepblX rnasax obnerdeHue.

— Tbl cepbe3Ho, TeHb? — C MNpUAbIXaHUEM CMNPOCUN OH, 6necTAWMMM ra3aMM BCMaTpUBAACH
B ee /uUO.

— BnonHe, — kuBHyna Ban. — A xuBy BABOeM C cobakoi, M, HaBepHOe, 3TO He COBCEM
HOpMasibHO. [la M He BbIFOHATb Xe TebAa Ha yauuy. Bop u3 TebA HUKYAbIWHbIA, CaMm
3Haewb, TakK 4YTO Xanko Teba, raynoro.

— 3n! — pypadacb u unsobpaxaa obuay, BOCKAUKHYN HukcC.

Ban ynblbHynacb, U Manb4MwKa WWPOKO YJbIOHYNCA e B OTBET.

— Hy-Hy, MHe BooObWe yaAMBUTENbHO, KaK Tbl AOXWA OO BCTpPEYM CO MHOW.

HWKC BO3MyWeHHO B3MaxHyn pykKamu, MrHOBEHHO MpeBpalascb B OObIKHOBEHHOrO
noapoCcTKa, KakuMm OH M JosxeH 6bl1 6biTb B CBOEM BO3pacTe, He ykKpagu cypoBas

NeNCTBUTENbHOCTb ero AeTCTBO.

Ban npunogHsna nopboponok, MNOACTABASASA NIMLO COMHLY U Kpaem yxa cnywas HeLOBOJIbHOe
6ypYyaHue OBUXEHHOrO MasbYMWKKU.

XoTenocb BepuUTb, 4YTO OMacHble Tembl McYepnaHbl U HUKC 6onblle HUKOrAa He 3aTpoHeT
BONPOC WX OTHOweHwuin. Mo KpailHeh Mepe, OGAuxanwue roga Tpu-4eTbipe. Ecnanm oHm o06a
NPOXUBYT CTOJ/IbKO, KOHEYHO.

— TeHb, MOXHO BCero oAuH BoMnpoc?

— Banfi. — OHa paccnabneHHo BAOXHYNA TeMbli, NPOMUTAHHLIA COJIHLUEM BO3AYX.

Manbyuwka HUKOrfa He Has3biBan ee MO MMeHW. He moToMmy, 4YTO caMm XoTen TakK, a MOTOMY
yTo Ban 3anpeTtuna. Ee npownoe uma — oba MMEHU — MpUHAZNEXanu ApYyromy Mupy.

— Tbl cka3ana, 4TO He MOxewb NWbUTb. 3TO U3-3a TOro yenoBeka, ga? KoTopbii cnac
Teba?

bonb He 3acTaBuna cebs xpaTb, npo4yep4ynBaAa KpoBoToO4alme JINHUU Fﬂy6OKO BHYTpU.
— HeT, — coBnagaB c cobon, oTBeTuna oHa, — TOT 4YenoOBeK 3[ECb HU npun 4em.

«Bpewb, Bannepu, U He KpacHeewb. He mnpowe nM ckasaTb MNpaBay M 6biTb OTKPOBEHHOW
nepen Tem, KOro Tbl COBCEM HeJABHO B rna3a Ha3Basna 6HpaTom?»

HeBO3MOXHO. B 0oAHOM OHa 6blla YecTHa — KOorja cka3ana, YTO He MOXeT HUKOro wbuTb.

BepHo. MoToMy 4TO yxe nwbuna.

3anax rHuwwed NnoTu BopBancA B HO34pU, UM Ban npuxana pyky Ko pTy, C TpyAoMm



OCTaHaB/nBaA pBOTHble MO3bIBbl. OHa nocneuwHo HaTAHYyNa Ha HOC WelHblM NAaToK, CKpbiBaA
numuo, u” 6e3 ToOro norpyxeHHoe B TeHb OT KanwwoHa, W Ha MWUI OCTaHOBWNIacCb, nNpuBoAaA
AblXaHne B HOpMY.

OTBpaTUTENbHO, HO BbibOpa He 6bi10. OTOABUHYB FpA3HYW, CEpyw OT BpeMeHW TPAMKY,
CNYXVBWYK ABepbl B 3TO 60ramum 3abbiToe MecTo, Ban cTynuna B 6€CKOHEYHO AJIMHHOE,
y3Koe nomelieHne, 6onblie HanoOMUHaBLEE CTapylw NONYpa3pyWeHHYW KOHWWHW, 4Yem fnasapeT
ana 6eAHsAKOB M 6e3pofHbiXx. MepHbli 3amax KpoBWM M TpynHas BOHb BUCENU B BO3ayXe
rycto, cmepgfue, NoYTU OWYTUMO BUAMMO B TYCK/JIOM 6JIeKNOM CBETE MAaCJIAHbIX
CBETUNLHUKOB.

MpOrHMBIIME CONIOMEHHbIe NexXakun YCTWUAanuM non, obpasya HebonbWoh Npoxod, MO KOTOPOMY
TOPON/IMBO CHOBANM CeCTpbl MUNOCEpAMA, OfeThle BCe KakK OfHA B TEeMHble 3aKpbiTble
nnateA. WX BOMOCHI, COBpaHHble Ha 3aTblike B Tyrue nydku, Kasanaucb 6ecuBeTHbIMYU,
C/IMBAACb C OOCTAHOBKOW 3TOW BOHWYEN Apipbl. HOCbI U PTbl XEHWUH OblN 3aKPbITbl YepHbLIMU
naaTkamu, genawvwuMmu ux avua 6e3y4acTHbiMU, He Hecywumn B cebe HU eduHON 3MouUU.

Xenypok yHsnca, 6onblle He MbITaaCb U3BEPrHYTb CBOE COAepXMMoe.

Ban, ABMrasacb MeasieHHO, Mpowna Brnepej no MpoXody, C HenpuA3Hb paccMaTpuBas
obuTaTeneit nasapeta.

CTOHbl M BCXAUMNbl pa3faBajncb CO BCEX CTOPOH, C/OBHO My3blka NMPEeUCnogHen.
MpaKTMYeCKN Kaxablh nexak 6bl1 3aHAT KOpYallMMCA B arOHUM TEJIOM.

Ban BuMAena CTapuKoOB, CMJOWb MOKPLITHIX CTPYMbAMU, C COYAWMMCA FHOEM W3 OBWMPHbIX
paH. Bugena He3agaynuebix pa3boOMHWMKOB, NUWMBLKMXCA PYK WAM HOF, a €C/liM He NoBes3Jo,
TO M TOro U Apyroro cpasy. [opoAckad cTpaxa XOpowo genana cBow paboTy — 3Toro
Henb3s 6blI0 HE OTMEeTUTb.

KpoBoTouvawue, Hacnex nepeBsA3aHHble KyJibTU OblIM O6CUXEHBI MOAYUWLAMM MEPHO XYXKawmX
XMpPHbIX MyX. Habnwpas, Kak MONoAown, HekKorga CUMNATUYHLIA MyXYMHa, KpUBS poOT OT
6onu, nNpuxumaeT K FpyAun OKPOBaBJiIEHHble O06py6KU CBOUX PYK, JIMWMBWWUXCA KUCTeW, Ban
nepefepHyso. OHa BCMOMHMAA, Kak 6exana no ropofy, CKpbiBaaCb OT efBa He MOWMaBLKUX
ee CTpaxHMKOB. He pewucb oHa Torpga noBepHyTb K 6onotam, ee, ckopee Bcero, xgana
6bl TakaAa Xe y4vacTb.

OHa nocnewHo OTBena B3rnAf4 U ABMHY/AaCb Aalblie, MNepewarusBas Yepes npopxaBesBuwue,
HEBbIHECEHHbIE CYHA C WCMPaXHEHUAMU U KYYu TPS3HOrOo, OKPOBABJIEHHOrO TpAMbA,
H6polWeHHOro NPAMO B Npoxofge.

CoBCeM KHaA cecTpa MWIOCepaus BOMPOCUTENIbHO MoCMOTpesa Ha Hee, HO npomonyana,
ycTynas nyTb. Ban noHumana ee yauBneHue. OHa, opeTas B AOpPOrykw odexay, C JULOM,
CKpbITBIM OT MOCTOPOHHUX, Ka3ajacb YyxAOW 3TOMYy MecTy. HaBepHAKa OHa Tenepb JomaeT
ronoBy, 4TO TakoW, Kak Ban, noHagobunocb 34ecb — B BOHWYeWH, NMPOrHUBLWEN HACKBO3b
Kfioake AN TexX, Yy KOro He 6b10 /IMWHEro rpowa Ha HOpManbHOro AOKTOpa.

JlleBywKky npuBena ciwga HeobxoaMMOCTb.

IxaHeka, Bblpaxasacb npefenbHO ACHO, Npukas3ana pa3obpaTbCA C OLHMM U3 CBOUX JIHAEN,
npegaswmm ee. MyxuKk ABHO MNepeoueHWNn CBOU CUJbl, NbITAACb ycuaeTb Ha ABYX CTY/bAX.
Boan paBHO poragbiBanacb, 4To Xpomoi MUT paboTaeT ewe M Ha APYryw UAbAMIO, HO
CcTapanacb He 3aHMMaTb 3TUM CBOKW ronoBy. [llpowno BpemA, U ee AOraaku
noaTBepaAnIncCh.



[xaHeka He npowana npesaTenbCcTBa, W MyXWKY CUIbHO AOCTanoCb. Ban Boobuwe 6bina
yAMBNEHa, Kak OH He ymep cpa3y, W36UTbIA TAXesbIMM canoramum pa3boWHMKOB.

A noTtom Xpomo# MuT cbexan. WU, cyas no cnyxam, Tenepb HaXoAunca rpe-To 34ecb, B
3TOM BOHWYEM KOT/ie, B KOTOPOM BapuiWCb B paBHbIX Mponopuusx Haaexpa, 6o1b u
oT4YasAHue.

OT Ban Tpe6OBaﬂ0Cb Manoe: HauTu MyXWUKa U 3aBepunTb Ha4daToe.

llar 3a warom oHa npogsuranacb Brnybb nasaperta, BCMaTpuBaACb B nuua, Kop4dawuecs
oT 60an. MyX4YWHbl, XEHWWHbl, CTapuku. [axe aeTw.

Cepiue 0Ka3anoCb CAenbiM U FAYXMM K YYXUM CTpajaHuaM. Ban He Tporanu KapTuHbl 60/u
M aroHun. OHa He cnpawuBana ceba, XOpowo STO WAM MJOXO, €l 6bUIo BCe paBHO. Y Hee
6bl1a Lenb, U 4emM paHblle OHa 3aKOHYMT CBOe [eflo, TeMm bbicTpee BbiAeT M3 CMepAAwero
Mpaka.

MepTBEHHO-Cepoe JIMLO, BbIXBAYEHHOE W3 BepeHuubl KpPUBAWUXCA pTOB, 3acTaBWIO ee
pe3ko oCTaHoBMTbCA. OHa 3amepnia, MOBEPHYB rOJIOBY, M WWPOKO pacrmaxHyTbiMU Faa3amu
paccMaTpuBana iexawylw Ha TFps3HOW COMOME UCXYAABWYH MOXUYH XEHWUHY .

Ban MrHOBEHHO MNoTepsAfiacb BO BpEMeHW, He 3ame4vas Hu4ero Bokpyr. OHa Bugena ToO/bKO
OAHO NMLO U3 TpA3HOW Macchl YesoBeYeCckUX Ten BOKpYr. Xyaas TueaywHas éurypa nopg
BOPOXOM pBaHOW, 3aHOWEHHOW ogexabl. Mnatbe.

JblpABble 06HOCKM Korpa-To 6biv naaTbem. Ban He ckasana 6bl, Kakoro oHo 6biio uBeTa,
HAaCTO/IbKO MUCT/IeBWEN M TpA3HOK Oblla TKaHb.

MpocTo NporfoTuWna BO3HWUKWMIA B ropne KoM W MeAjsieHHO nofowna K XeHwuHe. [nasa Toi,
BOASAHUCTblE, MYTHble, CMOTPEeNuU BOKPYr, BpA4 /M 4TO-TO 3amevad. Cyxue
noTpeckaswmMeca rybbl HEC/bIWHO WenTanu, 0b6pawascb K HEBUAMMLIM CAywaTensm.

Pyku, TOHKWe U 6efHble, fexanun BAOMb Tena 6e3 aBuxeHuA. KUCTU C YepHbiMU
NOJIOMaHHbLIMW HOr TAMU ObUIN MOXOXW Ha NTUYbMW Nansbl.

Ban, 4yBCTBYyA, Kak cepaue ybbiCTpsAeT CBOW XoA, pa3nuBas B rpyau Tynyw Tuxyw 6o0nb,
npucena Ha OAHO KOJIEHO pAAOM C JIEXakoM W 3aMepna, CMOTpA Ha TYCKJble CnyTaHHbe
BONOCHl XEeHWMWHbl. Korpa-To OHWM 6biM 6necTswMe, rycTble, TemHble. JlocHAwMecs oT
[OpOrux macen.

Magam Bcerga lleneTuUAbHO OTHOCUAACb K CBOel BHeWwHocTu. [oBopuna, 4TO 3TO TOBap,
KOTOpbI HafZo ycneTb BbiIFrOAHO NpoAaTb 4O Tex Mop, Moka BpeMsa He yKpageT ero. Ban
NnoMHMNA, Kak B 6opAefib 3aXoAWM TOProBuUbl C AWMKAMU, MOJIHBIMU MPUYYAAUBLIX H6aHO4YeK
U $NlaKOHYMKOB M3 LBETHOro cTekna. OHM pacckasbiBaiuM O BOJWEHBHbIX Kpemax, Aenawwmnx
KOXY POBHOW M rnaakoi, Kak y MnageHua. Magam, B OKpPYXeHUMM CBOUX AEBOK,
HajsieTaBWUX Ha ToBap, 6yATO sApkuMe NTUUbl Ha 3epHO, Bcerga nokynajia cebe Hebonbuwue,
HO camble Aoporue 6YTbIOMKM C BKYCHO MaxHyWumu cpeacTBamu.

Boan nomHuna ee KpacuBoi, C 6O/bWONA MbIWHOW FpyAbl B Bblpe3e KpacHOro nnaaTbA.
A Tenepb OHa nexana nepej HeW cyxad, WUCTNeBWas, He MOXOXaA Ha camy cebs.

B3/ OCTOPOXHO, HECMesio NpOTsHYNa pyKy, 3aTAHYTYW B MepyaTKy C OTpPe3aHHbIMM



nanbuamuM, M LOTPOHYNAcCb O CYXOM, Wenywawencs Ha 3anAcTbe KOXM XEeHWuHbl. Ta Bpag
M NOYyBCTBOBaJia MPUKOCHOBEHUE, HE MEHSACb B /WLE WM BCe TakK Xe CMOTPA HeBUAAWMM
B3r/iagoM nepepn coboi.

— Magam, — Tuxo nosBana Ban, 4yBCcTBYA nepweHue B ropne. — Magam, Bbl ClblunTe
MeHAa?

Ho Magam He cablwana.

Bon Bugena rHoiHele A3BOYKM B Yrojikax ee pTa U TOHKYHW KOPKY KPOBM Ha nogboponke.
— MagaMm.. — 4yTb CAblLHO wWenHyna Ban.

Jlpoxawasa pyka nogHAnacb W KOCHYyNacb peakux cepgpix BOJOC.

XeHWuHa Hukorga He 6bl1a e maTepblw. Baa CMyTHO MOMHMAA, KakK oAHaxAbl Ha3Bana ee
3TUM AparoueHHbIM C/0BOM «MaMa», HO Ta pa303/uiacb U 3anpeTusa obpawatbCA K HeW
Tak.

Boan He 6bina obuxeHa Ha Hee. OHa He 3/MNacb Ha TO, 4YTO Magam, noTepAB BCe, YTO
umena, C NerkoCcTbW OTKa3anacb OT MaseHbKOW AEeBOYKM, BLIUBLIPHYB €e Ha yauuy Kak
HEeHYXHYH coba4voHKy. [leBywka 6buia 6narogapHa Magam 3a To, 4YTO Ta ycnena ei paThb,
3a Te rogpl, 4TO OHa npoBena B ee boppene, 3a TO, KeM OHa CcTana bnaropapa ein.

Kem xe?

Manbubl rNAAWMAKM TpA3HbIE BOJIOCHI, MOXOXWE Ha CMNyTaHHOe NTUYbe rHe3Jo, W Ban, He B
cunax OTBeCTM B3r/S4 OT CBOEro Mpowsnoro, MpocTo CTOA/NA Ha OAHOM KojeHe nepej
YMUpaAKWen XEeHWUHON, YYBCTBYA, KaK pYWMTCS BHYTPU Hee OCKOJIKaMW CTEeKAHHbIA Kynos,
KOTOpbIM OHa TakK TWaTeNbHO 3aKkpbiBana CBOM 3MOLMKM BCe 3TO BpeMmA.

bonb, npoTArMBaA KOrTUCTbIe sanbl, BbipBanacb W3 CBOEro rnJsieHa, OKyTbiBaA LUenkumu
OJINHHBIMM Nanbuamu. OHa KyCana, Xanuna, pBaJjla Ha 4aCTU, YynNuMBaAcCb CBOEi BNACTbH.

— Munegm.. — Xpunnbli HAATPECHYTLIN rONOC 3acTaBua B3 B3APOrHyTb, BCKUAbIBAA
rosioBy.

OHa npuoTKpbina ryb6ul, BTArMBaA BO3A4YX, MblITasCb MpMBECTU HelweHO cKadylwee cepiue B
OTHOCUTENbHOE CMNOKOWCTBME.

Magam cmoTpena Ha Hee, cJjieno WypAcb, MbITAaACb CKBO3b MYTHYH MNeneHy, MOKpPbiBallWy
CTap4dyecKkune rnasa, pa3rnAageTtb ee nuuo.

Pyka noTAHyfnacb K WeWHOMY nnaTKy, CTArMBaa ero BHU3. Ban 3amepna, a 3aTem
MeAsIeHHO ONyCTW/ia KarwlwoH, OTKPbIBAA JMLO TYCKJIOMY CBETY MaC/iAHbIX CBETU/bHUKOB.

NpAaaM Ha BUCKax 6biAM 3anneTeHbl B TOHKWE KOCbl, BMECTe C AJIMHHbBIMU BOJIOCAMU CTAHYTHI
B XBOCT KOXaHbM WHYPKOM — eAWHCTBEHHOE YyKpaleHue npuvecku, KoTopoe Ban
gonyckana.

XeHwunHa monya n3y4yana ee, MyTHHﬁ B3rnAan CKoab3un no ee ¢Mrype, HE3PUMO olynbiBaA
M nornaxuveaAa, U cepgue Bsn okaTunocb orHem, Korga UcCKpa y3HaBaHUA MeJibKHYy/a B
TYCKNbIX rnasax.



— Manbluka... Ban? — nopaxeHHO npowenTana XeHuWHa, U Ta, He CcaepxXaBUWUCb, Kpenko
3axMypunacb, 4yBCTBYA, KaK HenpolweHble AAOBWUTble Cne3bl CTEKaWwT NOo lieKam.

OHa MnocnewHo BbITEpAAa rfa3a NajoHbl, M WMPOKAA WCKPeHHAA ynbibka, Ta camas,
KOTOpas Bcerga 6buia ee Opyxuem, MPUBLIYHO MOSIBUIACb Ha /uue.

— 3To s, Mapam, A, — OTBEeTWNA OHAa, XBaTaACb 3a XyAyl NIaf0OHb XEeHWWHb. Majam
MOpPrHyna, MNpPOroHAA BAary, CKOMMBWYWCA B YyroJike rnasa.

Ban npoTAHyna pyKy WM akKypaTHO BbiTepfia MOKPYW JLOPOXKY, KOTOPYW OAMHOKas Cne3unHka
OCTaBWNa Ha XyJonl ueke.

— Tbl. TaK M3MEeHWNAacb, — Mafblbl XEHWWHbl CXaNUCb, YYTb OWYTUMO CTUCKMBAA JIaAOHb
LEeBYWKN, — TakKad.. Kpacusas.

Boan pepHyna pToMmM, C TpyAOM CAEPXMBAA HeyMeCTHble pblgaHuA. XOTesioCb UCYE3HYTb,
Ivwb 6bl He BMAETb 3TY eABa XMBYH XEHWWHY, KOTOpYH OHA MOMHWIAQ WUHOW — XMBOW,
nblwywen 340pOBbEM.

JNlowagka. Magam nogapwna ein nowagky.

A ewe TONbKO ANA Hee MNOKyrMana Ha pblHKe CaMyl KPYMNHYHW C/AaAKYyH BULIHK.

— fl.. MOry Hantu pgokTtopa! — ropsdo BoCKAMKHyna Ban, cyeTAuBO OrnAagpiBaAacb B
nouMckax cecTpbl munocepama. OHa MOrna MOMOYb CTapoOWN XeHWWHe, [OJIXKHA 6Obia BbITAWMTb
€e U3 3TOW KNoaKuM. — Y MeHA eCTb AeHbrun. Mbl Hangem nyyuwero..

— Manblwka... — TOHKWKA, YyTb CJbIWHLIA FONOC 3acTaBwu/a ee 3amonyaTb. Ban menko
3ajpoxana BCeM TesioM, yBuAeB B nuue Magam To, B 4eM He XOTena NpuM3HaBaTbCA CaMoOM

cebe.

E He nomoyb. Bpema ynyweHo. XeHwuHa, nexawasa Ha BWLMBOM COJIOMEHHOM ThdAKe,
ymupana.

W B nopTBepxaeHue ee Mmbicnein Magam 3akawnanacb. Ban oTwaTHynacb, B HEMOM yxace
Habnwaaa 3a CTpyMKon KpoBM, CKOJIb3HYBWEWN M3 yrojska ee pTa BHM3. KpoBaBble ny3bipu

JIOMHY/IM Ha nepecoxwux ry6ax.

Ban monyana, He Haxopa cnoB. Ceppue cTy4ano B rpyau, 6onb becnowafHo psana
W3HYTpU, Hapawmsas cuny.

— fl paga.. 4TO Tbl.. — XeHwnHa cnabo ynblbHynacb OHeMmeBlWeW AeBywke. — [ymana.. Tbl
ymepna. A Tbl.. BOH Kakas.

«OHa BMOMT MEHA OXOTHWULEW WIM CTpaxHuuei, 6oraToi U ycnewHoi, — Ooco3Hana Ban c
ropeybi. — MoxeT 6biTb, faxe CYaCTAUBOW. EW roBopAT 06 3TOM YMCTble BOJOCHI,
rnagkan Koxa W goporasa opexaa».

CnnowHas Noxb. Macka, KOTOPYW OHa Kynuaa CJIMWKOM [JOPOroW LEeHOM.

— He TpaTbTe cunabl, Tuwe. — B3N NackoBO nornaguaa Branyw Wweky, CKJOHAA rOJIOBY.

OHa npukpbina Beku, Aenas rnybokui BAOX M 3amupasa. HeckonbKO ceKyHA, 4Tobbl B3ATb
ceba B pyku. Heckonbko MrHoBeHWit, 4TOObl CcobpaTb ceba, pa3dbuTyw, B eguHOe Lenoe.



Boan He xoTena, 4TOo6bl Magam yBuAaena npasay B ee rjasax.

— fl uckana TebA.. — NPOroBopuaa XeHWWHa, CO CBMCTOM BTArMBaA BO34yX, — McKana. A
Tbl NMponana.. ymepna, A Aymana. MpocTu, 4YTO TaK MNONY4YUNOCb, MAsbILKA..

Ban 6onbwe He ckpbiBana cnes. He morna. OHM Tekam no ee wekam, nNpAYacb B CKAagkKax
wernHoro nnaTtka.

— He nnayb, — rosoc Magam 3aTuxan, TepAAa cuny, — A Bcerga 3Hana, 4YTO Tbl.
BblpBelbCA.. USMEHUWb BCe.

Ban nogHAna rnasa, BCTpeyaa ee MATKWUA B3rnag.
— HO A HM4Yero He uaMeHuMna, — cCKasana OHa TUXO.

Mpu3HaHWe BbIBEPHYNO AylWY HaW3HAHKY, pa30pBajio ee Ha MeJikue JIOCKYThl U BbiBpOCHIO
npoyb.

Magam Monyana, He OTpbiBas B3rfisga oT 6iegHoro fvua.

Ban pepxana ee NafoHb Apoxalwein pyKoid M He Morna MpousHecTWM HU cnoBa. OHa He
3Hana, 4YTO XeHWWHa BMAUT B ee rfasax, MOHANa /I OHa Ha caMoM fene, KTO nepen Hei
M KaK HU3KO Mnana, ee MnpuiackaHHas MHOrO JieT Ha3ajh CUpOTKA.

Jaxe He wnwxa. MHOro, MHOro rpAasHee.

OT4yacTu Ban xoTenocb, 4Tobb Magam 3Hana. OHa He xoTena NpUTBOPATLCA Nepen Hew
TOW, KeM He ABnAnach.

He ceilyac, He 3pecb, He Torga, korga Magam ymupana B 3TOM FHUIOM MecTe.
OHM BCTpeTWU/IUCb CMYCTA TakK MHOro feT.. He ans Toro, 4ToObl B3an urpana 4yxyw posb.
A pna 4yero xe?

— fl.. — HakoHel cKa3aia XeHWWHa, Hapywaa Mon4YaHue, — He XO04y yMmMupaTb B
ofuHoYecTBe.

— fl 3abepy Bac oTcwaa, — TBepAo cka3ana Ban, cxumaa ee NafloHb, — A He OCTaB/W
Bac.

— HeT, manblwka, He HyXHo.. — U CHOBa Kawenb COTpAC TwepywHoe Tesno.
FpyAHas knetka Majam onyckanacb M MOAHUMANacb CO CBUCTAWWUM, HEMNPUATHBIM YXY
3ByKoM. Korga npucTyn cTux, Ban c Bo/HeHMeM yBuAena HOBYW CTPYWKy anoil KpoBM,

Kyga 6onee obunbHyw, 4Yem npexae.

— Momorun MHe, — WenHyna XeHwwHa, N0BA B3rnapg FOﬂy6HX owapauweHHbIX rnas, — A 3HaW..
Tbl MOXellb .

— 0 4yeMm BbI? — pacTepsAHHO cnpocuna Ban, HeyBepeHHO criaaTbiBas.

— Tbl.. 3Haewb. — B3rnag Magam, Ha KpaTkKoe, 4yTb Y/0BUMOE MIHOBEHMWEe CTaB MNpPexHUm —



uenkmMm, YMHbIM, CWJIbHbIM, — nepeMecTU/ICA BHU3.

Ban onycTuna rosoBy, paccmaTpuBas pPyKOATb CBOEro KuHxajna, BUCAWEro Ha noAace B
KOXaHblIX HOXHaX.

Magam He npocuna fokTtopa. OHa He npocuna 3abpaTb ee oTcwaa. Ban Bce noHAna no ee
B3rnagy, a Magam Bce noHAna no ee nuuy.

Ban pencTBUTENbHO Morna.

Mafam npoyuMTana ee, HeB3Mpas Ha BCe MacKu, 4YTO OHa HOocuna. Majam noHAna, KTO OHa
M Ha 4YTO CrnocobHa.

KTo ewe, ecnu He xeHWWHa, MAageHUEM AepxaBllas ee Ha pykax?

W Torpa 6onb ywna, a cnesbl BbICOX/M.

Ban, owywaAa 6e340HHYH 4YepHyWw MponacTb B Fpyau, HU3KO HAK/JIOHWMACb, KacadAcCb rybamu
XONOLAHOrO Nnba XeHwmuHol. CBOGOAHAA pyKa Nerna Ha pykoATb KUHXana, MepNeHHo

BblITaCKMBaA ero M3 HOXeH.

Magam Tonbko cnabo B3AOXHyNa, KOrAa OoCTpoe fie3BMe BOWIO TOYHO Mexay pebep, B
camoe cepaue. pyaHasa KneTka TAXeNo onycTunacb U 6onblie He MOAHANACDH.

Ban oTcTpaHunacb, 3ay4YeHHbM ABuXeHueM ybupaa kanHok. ybel ee Bce elwe XpaHuu
OwylEeHNEe YYXOWU KOXM.

OHa 4YyTb CKJIOHWNA FOJIOBY, B MOC/AeAHWI pa3 rnaga B 3Hakomoe nuuo. JlafoHb nerna Ha
CyxXue BeKM, 3aKpbiBas WX.

YAMBUTENbHO, KaK cMepTb npeobpaxaeT. JiMuo Magam Ka3anoCb CMOKOWHbIM, 6yATO OHa
3acHyna 340pOBbIM 6E3MATEXHbIM CHOM.

MNanbubl HEXHO AOTPOHY/MUCb A0 CefplX BONOC, MNPOBE/IN JIMHUK BHU3 MO leKe, KOCHYJ/UCb
non6oponKa, CTnpaAa cnegbl KpoBU.

— Munenu? Bce B nopsagke? — MosogeHbkas cecTpa MUNOCEpAUA, CJIOXMB PyKU Ha nogosne
TEeMHOro niaTbfA, Y4YacT/MBO CMOTpena Ha Ban.

TOYHO BbIHbIPHYB M3 rnybuMH TeMHOro o3epa, OHa MOBepHysia K HeW roJioBy:
— JTa XeHwuHa ymepna. Mo3aboTbTecb 0 ee Tene. — Ban nogHAnacb C KoNeH, MOMNYTHO
JOoCTaBasA M3 KapMaHa KOXaHblh Kowesib. — OHa He 3acsyxuna Takon cMmepTu, TakK MycCTb

XO0TA 6bl HalgeT CBOE YMNOKOEeHMEe He C BOpaMu M MpecTynHUKAMW.

nasa AeBYWKU W3YMNEHHO pacnaxHynucb, Korpaa Ban onycTuna B ee NafoHb 30/0Tble
MOHEeTbl.

— Hapewcb Ha Bawy YeCTHOCTb. [OXOPOHUTE 3Ty XEHWWHY He 3a orpanoi.
N pBuHynacb Brepen no npoxofy, KOrja rosioc AeBYWKW 3acTaBWN €e OCTAaHOBUTLbCA:

— Ho kak ee uma? YTO HanmucaTb Ha [ocke?



— He 3Haw. YTO XOTKUTe, — He O60paHMBaﬂCb, oTBeTuna Ban, npoponxan cBOM nyTb.

Y Hee ele 6bIN HEBBLINOJHEHHbIE A€sla B 3TOM paccafgHUKe TpA3n U 6onu.

IABA 3

MPUBLIYHLIA MUP pa3sieTeNica Ha OCKONKU.

MepBoi MbiC/blD Ban 6bIO HEYTO HEeBpa3yMUTENbHOE U HEBHATHOE, Habop HeBbICKA3aHHbLIX
CMMBOJIOB W NepenneTeHUh SMouui.

Korpa cepaue, caaB/ieHHOe U o4vymesioe, B oYepefHOM pa3 yjapuno, oTpasas 60nbl, OHa
BCTpeneHyfnacb, MOprHyna u rnyboko BAOXHYNa.

Yto 3a?’..
— A kynun gBa! — Moacko4uBwMin HUKC NPOTAHYN €l MPUCbINAHHBIA CaxapHOW Nyapoin
poranuk. — [Jepxwu!

Ban nepesesia B3rnAg Ha MalJibyullkKy, pacCMaTpuBaA €ro WMpoKo pachnaxXHyTbiMU
noTemMHeBlWUMU TN1a3aMu, 6yﬂTO BnepBble BUAA.

— Tbl Yero, TeHb? — pacTepAHHO cnpocun Hukc, 3arnagpiBas B ee nobjegHeBwee nuuo.

BmecTo oTBeTa Ban nogHAana ronoBy, BCMAaTpUBasACb B 3HAKOMbIN CuAyST. PbiHOYHaA
naowaab, Mo CAy4vaw BbIXOAHOrO AHA MNpakTudyeckn 6uTKom 3abuTaAa nokynaTenamu,
rangena v MNpuBbIMHO XWNa CBOEN TOPOMJMBOW WU CYeTAMBOW XU3HbW. Jlaanu GpexnuBble
cobaku, nepekpuKMBaINCb NABOYHUKU, FPOMKO PYyrajucCb CTapyWKU B KPYXEBHbIX 4Yenuax,
ceTyA Ha NJOXOoi ToBap U HeaobPOCOBECTHOCTb MPOAABLOB, U MUP Ka3ancA COBEPWEHHO
NPUBbLIYHBIM .

Ecan 6bl He OfHa He3HauyuTesNbHas AeTajlb, HUKAK He BMNUCHIBAWWAACA B OKPYXaHWyH
peanbHOCTb.

HuKC npocneaun 3a B3rns4oM Ban M BONpoCUTENIbHO MOCMOTPeEn B pacTepAHHOe /nuo.

— TeHb, ay! — Manbymwka MaxHyn B BO3gyXe poraavkom. — Tbl NnpuBuAeHue yBupena, 41O
nne

— MNo4Tun, — pacceAaHHO oTBeTuna Ban, pdenaa war Bnepeg.

Jlerko naBupya mexay cnewawumum rno CBOMM JejlaM FOpOXaHaMuM, OHA YBEpPEeHHO
npoABuranacb K CBOeNl uenu.

[lo Toro camoro MoMeHTa, KakK ee pyka Jierjla Ha WWpPOKOoe MJe4yo, Kak Masiblbl
No4YyBCTBOBA/IN TOACTYHW TKAaHb KOPUYHEBOW KYPTKM, OHA TaK U He Bepwuaa A0 KOHUA B
TO, 4YTO BuAena.



— Ye Hapo? — 3edd orpbisHynca, obopaymMBadACb M BNMBAACbL B3rnagoMm B 6negHoe nuuo.

Kakoi-To KpaTKWii MWUI OH OWymnbiBaj Faa3amu CTOAWYW Nepej HUM AEeBYWKY, a MOTOM ero
poT pacTAHYNCSA B W3YM/IEHHOW rpumace.

— Bannepu? — rpomornacHo npopokoTan OH, XBaTaA Ban AByMA pykamu 3a naeydu wu
XOpOWEeHbKO BCTpAXMBaAA. — ITO Tbi?!

— 370 A, — oToponeno npobopmoTana Ban, 4yBCTBYS cebAa He Ha cBoeM MecTe. JlagoHM
3edpda Ha nneyax KasanucCb YeM-TO MHOPOAHLIM, HEHACTOAWMM.

CymacwecTBue Kakoe-ToO.
Bcero sToro npocto He Moriso ObITh . MpocTo noTomMy, 4TO He Morno, U Bce.

— Manasa! 31to TbI! — 3edd XOXOTHYN M pewnTenbHO NpUTAHYN ee K cebe, TAxeno xnonas
no cnuHe.

Ban owenomneHHo Monyana, owywas cebs cAenaHHOW U3 BaTbl.
— Tol 4e TyT BoObWwe Aenaewb? — HUCKONbKO HE W3MEHUBWMIACA 3a MUHYBWWE MOYTU
nontopa roga 6opojay HakoHel OTMYCTWUN AEBYWKY M FPOMKO YXHYn, ynupasa pyku B 6oka

M C NpuWypoM paccMaTpuBas ee, MOTEpPABWYHCHA B CBOMX YyBCTBax.

Bonpoc 3acTan Ban Bpacniox. Bce npoucxopsduwee 6b10 NMOXOXe HAa CTpPaHHbIA COH,
KOTOpbIA BCe TAHYJICA M TAHY/NACA U HUKAK He XOTen 3aKaH4yuMBaTbCA.

— JTO A 4TO 34ecb Aenaw? — Ban yauBneHHo npunogHsna 6poBu, C TpyAoMm cobupas B
cebe cunbl AnA Kakoro-snbo BHATHOrO oTBeTa. — IJTO Tbl 4YTO TYyT Aefaelb?

— fAI? [la Kak xe — BOT cOpylw NOKynaw, — C XUTpeuoi npousHec 3edd, B AOKA3aTeNbCTBO
CBOMX CJ/IOB KMBAA Ha CTOABWYW HemnoganeKky KOHWWHW. — A Tbl 4TO 34ecb 3abbna? Bce
AyManu, Bbl CO CBOMM JAPYXKOM MOAaNWCb B MNyTewecTBMe MO BaWMM 3eMAAM. YX HUKAK He
oxupgan Teba yBuaeTb B DTOM ropoge.

Ban HepBHO ynblbHYynNach.

Opyxok? 3edd rosoput o leiHe?

YnoMmMHaHMe CBeT/I0BOJIOCOrO BOJIKA OCTPOW WrfOW MPOH3WNO cepaue.

HWKTO He 3Han, 4To ero 6onbwe HeT. HUKTO, Kpome Hee.

— Al XxuBy 34eCb. J3TO Xe MOW pOAHOWN ropon.

3edpd wupoko ynbibancAa, paccmaTpuBaa Bon C HecKpbiBaeMbiM MHTEpeCcoM, HO, HeCMOoTpA Ha
BblpaXaBllyw €ro /uuo pagocCcTb, OHa Bugena B H6opogade 4YTO-TO ele TPEBOXHOE, CJIOBHO
OH 6bln He [0 KOHLUA MCKpEeHeH.

Ewe 6bl.

Nepen 3edpdom cTosnNa camas YTO HU €CTb HACToAWwas npejaTenbHuua. OHA OCTaBWUNA
cBoero MepBoro, cbexana c NwW6OBHUKOM, MNpefana Boxaka M CTaw.



CTouno nu ceTtoBaTb Ha cyabby? 3edd Mmen nonHoe npaBoO MNPAMO ceildaC CBEpPHYTb €W
weio.

Ho 6opofay nuwb M306pasun CUNbHOE YAUBJEHUE:

— Cepbe3Ho? C yma couTtu! [yman, BCe, CruHyna Tbl B NboOBHON nayTuHe. ObangeTb!
BoT Hawu yaAMBATCA, KOrja A MM CKaxy, 4TO Tbl TO/MbLKO A0 ropoga u pobpanachb!

JlwboBHas nayTuHa.

U3 ycT 3edda 3ByYaso MoYTM HacMewkoin. ToNbKO cCcaM WYTHWUK M He npegnonaran,
HaCcKOJIbKO 6bl1 6M30K K UCTUHE.

Ban pencTBUTENbHO CrmHysna, TOJIbKO NayTWHa 6b1a CcOBCeM He Takas pacnncHasn, KaKom
MOrna Ka3aTbCA CO CTOPOHbLI.

Hukc, 3amepwuit B HEJOYMEHUM PALOM, HEpEeWwUTeNbHO TPOHYN ee 3a pykaB pybaxu:

— TeHb.. HaM...

OcTpuin B3rnag 3epda MrHOBEHHO NEpeMeTHYJICA Ha MasibyuLKY.

— A 5TO KTO y Hac Takou? Kakoih xopoweHbkuih! — OH nNpoTAHYn pykKy v noTpenan
obangeBwero ot npoucxopAwero Hukca 3a weky. — CbHOK, 4TO An? Ja wy4y-uwy4y!
Opyxok TBOM?

Manbyuwka, MNYHUOBLIA OT CThiAa, 3awunen, Kak KOWwKa, W WapaxHy/acA B CTOPOHY,
BCTaBaA 3a njae4vyo Ban. OHa, owywad, Kak MuUp CTajbHbM Oobpy4eM CTUCKUBAET rOJ/IOBY,

He o6paTmna Ha npouncxopgAaulee HUKaAaKoro BHUMaHUA.

Ee 3aHMMano uHoe. B rpyaM TPEBOXHO WEMWUIO, 3HAKOMble SAOBUTble KJbIKM TO U AeNo
HOPOBW/IN BOH3UTBLCA B 06ECMOKOEHHYH Aywy .

— [pyxok, pa. Bpoge Toro, — pacceAHHO oTBeTuna oHa. — 3edd, nocnywanm, a Tbl. OAWH
3pecb?

Hy BoT, cnpocuna.

Bcero cekyHaa A0 oTBeTa, MNOKa3aBWAACA BEYHOCTbi. COMHUTENbHO, 4TO OT
npuwypeHHoro B3rnaga 3eddpa yKpbIOCb C TPYAOM CKPbIBAEMOE BOJIHEHME.

— Ara, oAuH, — NpoTAHYNn OH, nocmemBasacb B bopoay. — MpaBAa, Kapa Ha rpaHuue xaeT
MeHA. Ho cerogHAa emy npuaeTcsa NoBosHOBaTbCA. Wpoem xe, Bannepu. — Nanbubl 3edda
COMKHY/IMCb Ha npegnnedbe Ban. — loBopu, rae y Bac TyT npuandHaa TasepHa! Hapo

BbIMUTb 3a BCTpeyy!

U, He pgoxmpascb oTBeTa, 6opodad NOTAHYA ee 3a Coboi.

HUKC pacTepsiHHO 3axJionan cepbiMuM Fnas3amu, MOCMAEWHO OKAUKaa Ban:
— TeHb...

OHa, 4yBCTBYyA ceba HemMHOro He B cebe, eaBa 3aMevas MasibuMWKy, BCKO/Mb3b KWHY/a



emMy 4epes rJieyo:
— Wanm pomon, Hukc. Buirynam Pawa. Kynu cebe 4TO Xouelb.

HukC, nepeBoAs MONHbIA HEMOHUMaHWUA B3rna4 C Ban Ha 6opofada, nonbiTanca 6buio
BO3pa3nTb, HO OHa, HAa MrHoBeHwe npuas B ceba, rpybo npepBana ero:

— Tbl Cc/iblwan, 4TO A CKa3ajna.

Hukc 3amep Ha mecTe, ONYCTMB MNEYM U KPENKO CXMMaA B pyKax 3abbiTble poranuku.
— Xopowo, TeHb, — CMUpPEHHO NpobOpMOTan OH.

3edd HacmewnuBo ¢uipKHYA, Xxjaonada Baa no nnedy:

— Yto? A He paccabiwan. Kak oH TebAa Ha3biBaeT? TeHb-XpeHb? ITO YTO 3HAYMT?

— MoTom pacckaxy, — Hecmeno ynblbHynacb Ban.

Ecnaun 6bl.

Paccka3biBaTb O CBOEW HOBOW XM3HW OHa He cobupanachb.

Hn cen4ac, Hu NoTOM.

3anax ankorons yAapwn B HOC Cpa3y, KakK TOJbKO OHW BOWAW B TaBEpHY.

Ban nomopwmnacb U 6pes3rnMBO MOKOCUIACh Ha BanswWerocs Moj OAHUM W3 3aMbl3IaHHbIX
CTOJIOB FOPOACKOrO CTpaxHuKa. MyXuK, pacKuMHYB HOIM U SBNAA MUPY CBOMU MOKpble
WTaHbl, Ornawajs TaBepHy rpoMOrjiacHbIM XparnoMm. [eByllKka HEeBOJSIbHO 3agyMasiacb O TOM,
4yTo cpenan 6bl ¢ HUM Pa3a, yBuAeB B TakoM Buae. YX No rosioBe 6bl He nornagun.

FPOMKMUI XEHCKUWA CMeX M COYHble 3BYKM WIEenkoB pa3fanucb U3 yrna. Ban noBepHyna
rofioBy, paccMaTpuBas KOMMNAHMKW yxXe MOopsAAKOM HabpaBWMXCA HAEMHUKOB, TUCKaWWWMX B
MOXOT/IMBOM MbAHOM yrape JAeweBblX YJIMYHbIX WX .

— MoxeT, nouwem Apyroe MecTo? — MpeANoxuna oHa, Ho 3epd MponyCcTua ee C/OBa MUMO
ywei, yCcTpauBasaCb 3a OAHUM U3 CTOJIOB.

Ban B3JOXHY/NA, CaAACb HAMpOTUMB Hero. HWKak 3Ta BOHWYAsA Ablpa He 6blia MoxXoxa Ha
NpUAMYHYK TaBepHy, Kak xoTen 3edd. MpaBpa, camoro 6opojadva 3To, Cynd No BCemy,
COBCEM He CMywano.

XeHwmMHa B TEeMHOM NaaTbe U CEpOM HecBexXeM nepefHuke, BO3HUKWAA PSAOM C UX CTOJIOM,
nokasajacb yCTaBleln OT BCEro Ha CBeTe: OT BbIMMBOX HAa COCEAHUX NlaBKaX, OT FPA3HbLIX
NOTACKaHHbIX WIKX, BU3IMJMBO CMEHWMUXCA HaA TYNbMW WYTKaMM 0ONANbIBAHWMX UX MYXYUH,
OT CaMOW XWU3HMU.

— OBa! HeT — yeTbipe nuBa! — ckomaHgoBan 3edd, M XeHWMHaA MoNYa yjanunacb, Aaxe He
NpeanoxXMB HUKAKMX 3aKyCOK.

OHO u K nyyYwemy. EcTb B 3TOM 3aBefeHun Ban 6bl nobosnacob.



— Hy 4T0, Banau, pacckaswbiBan! Kaxk xumBewb? — bopogay nonoxun pykm Ha CTOA M
cuenun nansupl. — Kak Tebe co CBOUM APYXKOM-TO, BCe CAagunocb? Mol yx, Korga
y3Hanu, 4T0 Tbl cbexana, 4ecTHO Tebe ckaxy, oxpeHenu. [lo3op pacckasan, 4H4TO Tbl UM
Hannena. He oxugan oT TebA, npusHawcb. Ho He ocyxpaw! J/lwboBb Aeno TOHKoe, a Yy
Hac BaM Obl XM3HW, KOHEYHO, He 6bl1o.

Ban Cr/ioTHy/Na BO3HWMKWWA B ropne Kom. Mynbcupyikwas 6oab B rosoBe, HeACHas BCero
MrHOBEHWe Ha3aj, BApyr odopMunacb, paspocnacb, Nyckas KOPHW U pacuBeTas.

— 3HauuT, BCe AYyMawT, YTO A ywna u3-3a lleilHa? — OCTOPOXHO CMpocCuia OHa.
Ban He [JoO KOHUA NoHMMana, CTOUT v Boobuwe pa3roBapuBaTb ¢ 3epdom Ha 3Ty Temy. He
MOHWMaNa ero OTHOWeHWe KO BcCeMy npoucxogsawemy. Ynbibka 6opogadya morna nAratb, a

BeCeNIoCTb OT UX BCTpe4u 6bITb HaI'IyCKHOVI.

B rnybuHe ayuu Ban 6bina yBepeHa, 4To 3edpd xenan e pobpa, HO CcTaa BCcerga BepHa
CBOEeMy BOXaKy, He Tak nau?

— B cmbicne? — bopofad C HEMOHMMaHMeM MocMoTpen Ha Ban.

PUCKHYTb? OTKWHYTb oOnaceHua M OblITb OTKPOBEHHOMW? [la Kakas yxe pasHuua.
— Bce 6b10 He Tak.

— A kak? Tbl 0 4Yem Boobue?

Boan konebanacb, 4yBCTBYS Ha cebe npucTanbHblili B3rnag 3edda.

— 3TO CJ/IOXHO.. A He yBepeHa, 4YTO CTOUT rOBOPUTb..

Bopofay OTKWMHYNCA Ha CMNUHKY KPEnKoro AepeBAHHOrO CTy/la M CJOXWA PYKU Ha MOLWHOA
rpyau.

— Hy, Kak 3Haewb. TONbKO, KOHEYHO, YAMBUTENbHO. BOT A0 CMX MOp He noimy, Korpa
Teba Ha Bosika noeeso? Al 6bN yBepeH, 4TO Tbl OT Pa3a Moa CTPaxoM CMepTU He

oT/UNHewb. AH HeT. YauBuna.

Ban 4yBCTBOBaNa €ro HaCTOPOXEHHOCTb WM YTO-TO Takoe, YTO 6biI0 CJIOXHO OnucaTb
cnoBamu. Pa3oyapoBaHWe, BO3MOXHO?

Fonosa 3abonena cuiabHee, W OHa, MOMOPWMBUWUCL, MOTEepsia BUCOK MajbLamu.

— 3e¢¢, Pasa TOXe.. yBepeH, 4YTO BCe TakK M OblNO? — OCTOPOXHO MOMHTepecoBasachb,
nornAagpiBaA 3a peakuunein bopopada.

3edpd XMbIKHYN, CMOTPA C HEMbIM YMpPEKOM.
— Manas, Tbl CTpaHHaA kKakaAa-To. J/Mbo yx roBopu Kak ecTb, JIM6O MON4YM.
— OH, HaBepHoe, 6bl1 OYeHb 3071 Ha MeHA..

MNopowenwan XeHWMHa C CepbiM JIMLOM MOSYa MOKOCWUAACh Ha XPWUMJIO 3acMesBLErocs
MYXYUHY WM NOCTaBWNa Ha CTON 6ofblve AepeBsiHHblE KPYXKU C MUBOM.



— 3on? He coBcem TO CNOBO, KOHeYHO. — 3edd ycmexHyncA, nokadueasa rososon. — OH
6bin B ApocTu. lpaBpa, mMano KTo 06 3TOM goragpiBancA. I3TO Xe Kakon nosop — y
camoro kKanutaHa BTopas c nwboBHukom cbexana! [la ewe v c npegatenem! Mbl, cKaxy no
npasge, Aymanu, OoH 3a Toboil pebAT cBoux nowsneT, TaK CKa3aTb, 4YTOObL. HY, Cama
noHumaewb. Ho obownocb. OTNycTua OH TebA, NO3BOAUA XMTb. Tak 4TO pagyhTecb C
BOJIKOM — BCe bblibeM MOPOC/O.

Ban 3akycuna ryby u HU3KO onycTuaa rosoBy, MNpUKAcaACb KOHYMKAMU nNanbueB Ko nby.
B ronose 6uno Habatom. bonb nokasana cebAa B nNosHOM mMepe, CTy4ya B BMCKax U Mewas
HOpMasibHO coobpaxaTb.

— Mol ¢ lleiiHOM He 6blan NwWH6OBHUKaMM. — Ban nNpoTAHyna pyKy U B3Ana KPYXKY.

lMBO OKa3asoCb KMC/AbIM Ha BKYC, HO OHa B Mapy rJIOTKOB OCYylK/Ia MOJHYI KPYXKY.
CerogHA MOXHO cebe 3TO NO3BOAUTbL.

3edpd opobpuTENLHO KPAKHYN M NOCNefoBan ee npuMepy.

— He noHAn.. — bopogay BbITep rybbl Tbl/IbHOW CTOPOHOW NA[OHM.

— OH, BO3MOXHO, W XoTen 6bITb CO MHOW. fA Mo3Bosuaa emy AyMaTb, YTO OH MHe HYyXeH,
HO Jivllb NOTOMY, 4YTO Yepe3 Hero A Morja y3HaTb BCe O CroBope BOJIKOB. Bemup 3Han
060 Bcem, A pacckasana emy.

Ban 3aAymMyMBO nMocMoTpesia Ha BTOPYH MUBHYH KPYXKY.

CKONbKO Xe oHa He nuna? lop? bonbuwe?

YoMBUTENbHO, MOYEMYy, BEpHYBWWCb, OHAa TakK W He MpuUcCTpacTuiacb K BbIMMBKE, XOTA 3TO
6bl1 caMbli MPOCTON MyTb 3abbiTbCA.

Bugumo, Hawna cnocob6 nydwe.

BbiNnMBKA CO BCeil CBOei NbAHAWeR npenecTbl Mepkna nepes YyBCTBOM YAOBJETBOpPEHUA OT
NMOrpyxXeHuss B rpssb, KOTOpas MaHU/Na ee CU/bHee MNpoyero.

— XM.. ga, cjblwan o6 aTom. — 3edpd HaxMypuacsa U 3aAyMUMBO cCnpocun: — Hy u 3a4dem
Torga Bbl cbexanu?

— Pa3a ybun 6bl lleiiHa. 1 He morsna AonycTUTb 3TOro. 3TO ObUIO HEYECTHO MO OTHOWEHMIO
K Hemy. — [lepen rnasamu Ban MenbKHynu cBeT/ible BOJOCH U ApKMe CUHMe rnasa. WU
po3a, KpacHafd, Kak KpoBb. — OH.. 6bl1 MOUM ApYyroMm, MOHUMaelb?

— He noHumaw. Pa3Be xe KTO 3acTasBnfaa BojakKa uatu npotusB Pasa? A Tbl, nonydaeTtcA,
ocTaBuna Bce u cbexana B CBOW ropos. Pagum ppyra, KOTopbli XoTen yb6buTb TBOEro
MNepBoro?

HewagHo 4YapAwaa cBeYya Ha FIMHAHOM NOACTAaBKE 3awunena v noracna.

3edd B3JOXHYN M OTOABMHYN ee Ha Kpan cTona.

— [la. — B3n He 3Hasa, 4TO ele cKasaTb.



HyXHbIX CNnOB He Haxoaunocb. OHa npekpacHo noHumana — 3epd 6bin apyroin. U Pasa 6bin
Apyrow. W Becb ropof 3a ropamM OT/JM4aNCA OT TOW peasNibHOCTU, B KOTOpOW
BOCMUTbIBANACb U BbkMBana Ban 6onblyw 4acTb CBOER XU3HMU.

Ona Hux, nwpen, YXUBaKWWMXCA CO CBOEN 3BEpPUHON CYWHOCTbH, OblJI0 HEBEPOATHO CJblWATb
nogobHoe. B Tom Mupe, CJOXHOM U CYpOBOM, OCTaBUTb CBoero epBoro paguM HEeBHATHOW
Apyx6bl (a pa3Be To, 4TO 6bUIO MexAy [HOEBYWKOW M BOJSIKOM, — 3TO 6bia Apyxba?)
3Ha4yuno npepaThb.

Ban He HageAnacb Ha noHumaHuwe 3edda. Tenepb, MO MPOWECTBUM BPEMEHM, OHA U CaMma
ceba He noHumana.

Kyga yx Torga o60pOoTHW MOHATb HeBpa3yMUTE/IbHble U MyTaHble MOTWUBbI MOCTYMNKOB
Yyenoseka!

— Hy, Hagewcb, OHO Toro crtouno. [oToMy 4TO Mbl BOT AO CUX Mop pacxieboiBaem, —
rpyboesato nporosopua 3edd, NpuKnagbiBaaCb K MUBHOW KpPyXKe.

— O yem TbI? — Ba/a1 C HEMOHMMAHMEM [MIAHY/la Ha Hero.

PacxnebbiBaT? YTO MOrsio NMpou3oiTU CO cTaeit Pa3a nocne ee UCYE3HOBEHUA?
MpaBUNbHO, HWYEero 0COH6EHHOro, NOTOMY YTO MUX ITO He KacanocChb.

— [a HM o 4eMm, Bannepu, — Kak HM B 4YeM He 6bIBasnio oTMaxHynca 3edpd. — Tbl nydwe
pacCcKaxu, KakK XuWBelb, 4eM 3aHuMMaewbcs. Kak Tam lleiH, npuBbiKk K Bawei obcTaHoBKe?
He npeacTaBnAw, KakoBO eMy XUTb Cpeau nwaen. YK He obeccyab, HO 6ONbLHO BOHWYMIA Y
BaC ropogok.

Bon B3Ana B pyku BTOPYW KPYXKY, MoAHecsa ee KO pTy U cAenana 60/bwoi rnoTok.
MoxeT 6blTb, €CAuM HanNuTbCA, roNoBHAsA 60nb yTUXHET. XoTA 6bl Ha Bpemsa. [o yTpa.

OHa XMblKHy/na M nofHAna Ha 6opopaya ronybole rnasa:

— 3edd, mMbl He gownu go ropoja. Koe-4to cny4mnocb, MW..

— Cayymnocb? O 4em 3TO TbI?

CnoBa BblpBanUCb nerko, 6yaTo TOAbKO TOrO M XAanu.

— lleiiH norwu6.

Ewe rnoTtok. WU ewe. YAMBUTENbHO, HO NMUBO 6onblle He Ka3anoCb KWUCAbIM. BrnonHe cebe
CHOCHoe.

3epd Hagonro 3amonyan, mepAs ee B3rnsfoM. OHA BuAena pacTepAHHOCTb B ero
NnoTEeMHeBWMX rna3ax.

He oxupgan? Ewe 6bl. HaBepHAaka Ayman, 4TO BOJK XuBeT cebe npuneBawyu cpeaun nwpew,
XOAUT YTPOM Ha cayxby, moxeT, paboTaeT B FOpPOACKON CTpaxe, rae Bcerpa
npuroanancb 6bl CUNbHble MAapHUM. A Beyepamm NbeT ropAYui 4a, a 3aTeMm, CYaACT/UBLIN,
JenuT nocTtenb c nwbumoi, KoTopyw 3abpan y Benukoro u Henobegumoro Pasa.



Tak kasanocb 3edpy? Tenepb Ban 6bina yBepeHa, 4YTO TakK Ka3anoCb BCEM, KTO 3Han 3Ty
ucTopuw.

— Tbl cepbe3HO? — HaKoOHel Npou3Hec 60pofad KakKuMM-TO CTpPaHHO OMYCTOWEHHbIM FOJ0COM.
— [a. — Ban He Buaena Hyxapl packpbiBaTb MNOAPO6GHOCTH.

OHM HUKOro He Kacaaucb. YTo 6bINO0 — TO npowno. MepTBomy lleriHy B nwbom cnyyae 6bi1o
6e3pas3nnyHo.

— W MHe, BMAMMO, He CTOMT CMpawuBaTb, YTO UMEHHO CAYYWU/IOCb? — CEpPbEe3HbIM TOHOM
cnpocun 3edd, rayboko BAbixas.

— Het, — oTpe3ana Ban, cmoTpA npAMO emy B rsjasa.

«9TO MOA BMHa, — XOTena CKa3laTb OHa, — TOJIbKO MoA. Al BMHOBaATa B ero cmeptu. He
Pasa, a Tonbko A. Bonk 6bin YyecTeH cO MHOW, a A obmaHbiBana ero, urpana ero
yyBCcTBaMu. Ecam 6bl 8 TONbKO MOrna BCe WUCMpaBUTb, A Obl HUKOFAA He MOCTYynuaa C HUM
Tak. f 6bl caenana Bce, 4T06bl OH Xun. CToumno xoTA 6bl morosopuTb C Pasa, ybeauTb
€ro coxpaHuTb lleitHy XM3Hb. ITO Xe Pa3a, paauM MeHA OH nepecTynua 6bl 4epes
ropoocTb U CBOW cuny, npaBaa? Ho npaspy 6onbwe He y3HaTb. Hukorpa».

MonyaHue NOBWUC/IO HaA CTOJIOM, TAXENOe U MpakTUYeCcKW OWwyTUMOe Ha owynb. Ban
BbIMpAMMAA CMAWHY, B3AOXHY/Na, MOBena njie4amu, pa3mMuHasa 3aTeklWyw Wekw.

Wrpa He cTouT cBey. lleiHa He BepHYTb, a COBCEM CKOPO M YepHblit 6aprecT cTaHeT
Vb JaNeKUM BOCMOMUHAHWEM C MPUBKYCOM FOpeYu.

OHa OMpokuHyna B cebs OoCTaTKM NMMUBA M CO CTYKOM MOCTABUNA KPYXKY Ha BblyepbieHHYH
MOBEPXHOCTb CTONaA.

— 3edd, pacckaxm mHe o Pasa.

Bopofay yAMB/EHHO MPUNOAHAN MOXHaTble 6poBM. [lomMonYasn, a 3aTeM YCMEexXHYNCs U,
MOWCKaB rnasamu nojaBanbluly, XeCTOM yKas3an el Ha MNyCcTble MUBHbIE KPYXKW.

— 0, a A BCe ragan, pewnwbca Tbl CAPOCUTb WM HeT. — [oBOJIbHAA YyXMblKa MosBMAACH
Ha ero nuue.

Ban noxana nnedamu u poBHO MOMHTepecoBanach:
— C HuM BCe Xxopowo?

— A 10! — ¢bIpKHYN 60pomad. — Jlydwe Hekypa. Ho Tbl, HaBepHoe, XO4ewb 3HaTb, YTO
6610 nocne TOro, Kak Thl MCYe3na M BCe Y3HaAu o TBoeMm nobere? A yxe rosopwa, OH
6bln 04eHb 30n. CTpawHo 6bNO0 eMy Ha rnasa nokasbiBaTbCA, €C/M YecTHo. [Ja cama
npeAcTtaBb, YTO O HEeM FOBOPUIN B ropoje.

Mony4nMB 3aBeTHYW KPYXKY C MEHUCTbIM NUBOM, B3n C HacnaxaeHuem npurybuna XONnoLHbIW
HanuToK.

OX, U 3pA OHa He nuia paHblWe. [0NOBHAs 60Ab YTUX/NAa, CbEXMBWUCHL AO Pa3MepoB
nyAbCUpyllein TOYKU rae-To rayboko, a rpbi3ywuii U3HYTpU 3BEpPb C OCTPbIMA KOTFTAMU
HaKoHel 3aTKHY/J CBOKW MacTb.



NMycTb M HEHajoNro, Ho Ban 4yBcTBOBana cebs CNOKOWHO U Jaxe He 60Anacb ycCnbiwaTb
3aBeTHoe uMA 6e3 wemAwei 6onM B rpyam.

— 0 4yeMm TbI?
— Kak o 4yem? Mo3ramum-TO MOpackuWHb, Bannepu! — c 4yBCTBOM BOCKIUKHYN 3edod,
YKOPU3HEHHO MornsgpiBasd Ha Hee. — BonkoB Tex Pa3a Bbipe3an, a OAMH-Taku O6XUTpUA

ero, 3abpan y Hero ero BTopyw. CuTyauua Kypam Ha cmex. 06Cyxaanu Bce KOMYy He
NleHb. JTO YTO Xe Mony4vyaeTcs — CNnab Haw KanuTaH? 3Haewb, CKOJIbKO €My Bbi3OBOB
6pocanu B nepBoe BpemA? He 3aTeM, 4YTOObl AONKHOCTb €ro 3aHATb — KOMY OHO Hajgo C
TaKON-TO OTBETCTBEHHOCTbl! — a 3aTem, 4YTobbl HA MEeCTO MOCTaBUTb. [MONHO MynaKkoB,
cama 3Haelb.

Ban 3amepna, BHuMMas 6opogady.

HeT, BCe Xe Mano oHa BbiNWAa, YTO6b 6eCnpUCTpacTHO CAywaTb nofobHoe. 3Bepb BHYTpU
WMPOKO packpbin 3ybacTyw nacTb, HamepeBaAcCb YKYCUTb. Fny6oko U KpoBaBo.

— A.. OH? — ouyuwasa, Kak nNepecoxio B ropse, Bbigasuna us ceba oHa.

— A OH 4TO? lopBan HeCKONbKO FAOTOK, Aa U AeNo C KOHUOM, — noxan naedamum 3edd u
NOTAHY/NICA 32 CBEXUM MUBOM, — HO TAXeno 6bino, KOHeyHo. Teba nuumnca, pa ewe
MyAaybe K30 BCex wenein neset. OguMH pa3, npaBAad, YyTb He MPUKOHYUIU ero.

CepAue nepeBepHy/lOCb B FpyAu M NpoOBasniIOCh B TeMHyW 6ecrnporiagHyw raybuny.
— YTt0?

— [a BoT To! — 3edd Haxmypuncs u npononxun, He 3abbiBas NpoMaymMBaTb Fopfo. — bbin
Tam OAMH, W3 BONKOB. [lpyrux, KoHe4yHo. Ho, BuauMmMo, 3agena ero BCA 3Ta KyTepbma C
cobpaTbAMU. CunbHbI, KaKk MeaBedb, a He BOJK, CKaxy Tebe. O4eHb yX eMy XOTenocb
Pasza Ha mecTo nocTaBuTb. [lyman, Tenepb-To noay4utcA. llaBkoh ero 3Ban, pAdaxe
3annaTtun ABOPOBbIM ManbyuWKaM, 4YTOObl Te MO ropody JUCTKU packneunu ¢
ockopbneHuamu.

— W? Y10 xe Pa? — Cc He npucywum el HeTepneHuem cnpocuna Ban.
3edd B3/OXHYN U nNOKadan rosioBon:

— A 4yTOo Pa? Y6un ero pa Ha njaowagu OTpe3aHHyWw roJioBy B TOJMNY KWHYA, a Teno
cobakam ckopmui. YTob6 OCTanbHbLIM HENOBAAHO ObIIO ero WaBKOW Ha3biBaTb. fla, Tak M
cKasan Torjga, 4tob BCe ero ciblwanu.

Ban obeccunieHHO MPUCIOHMNACH K CMUHKE CTyna. 3Bepb BHYTPU COMKHYN YeNnCTu,
NpUYMHAA C TpPyaoM Tepnumyw 60/b.

— Y10 rnasa sbsiynuna, Bannepu? — HeBeceno ocknabunca 3e¢d. — HNa, Pa y Hac Tenepb
Takoh. Y Hero, 3Haewb, KaxAbih pa3 Kpblly pBeT, Korga Tbl KyAa-To AeBaewbcA. fymaiw,
He oAMH A 3aMmeTwun. bnaro 3To 6bl1 nocnegHuin pa3. MonpuBbLIKAM Mbl yxe. Mpa3b BcAKas
obpaTHO B CBOM Wenn 3abunacb, HUKTO M3 HUX K Hemy M 6AM3KO no pobpoi Bone He
npubnuxaetcAa. Hy a B oCTasbHOM BCe XOpowo y Hero. [la u Tbl, CMOTPH, HEMIOXO
ycTpounach.



Ban 6bi10 4TO BO3pa3uTb Ha nocnegHee yTBepxAeHue 6Hopogada, HO oHa 6HaaropasymHo
npomonyana. He cTouno coTpAcaTb BO3AYX HEHYXHbIMU C/I0OBAMU U XanoBaTbCA Ha CBOW
Hec4acTHyw ponw. 3edd Bbipa3suacA npepesibHO ACHO — OHa MopAAKOM ucnopTuna Pasa
XW3Hb CBOMM MOCTYMKOM. 3TO 6bUIO Aaxe He nNpeAaTenbCTBO, 3TO 6bUIO YTO-TO ropasgo
Xyxe.

BuHa, rycTo npunpaBieHHadA 4yBCTBOM CTbiAa, MorjoTuna ee.

OHa nopBena csoero [lepsoro.

XyXokawmih OCUHBLIA poW 3anoSIHUA TONOBY, MNYyTaA MbICAW.

A Begb Korpga-To oHa obewana 6bITb pAfoM.

— MHe HyxHa Ta, KoMy A Mory 6e3pa3fgenbHo AoBepATb. Bo Bcem.

— A Hukorpa He npepam TebA.

Kak xe. He npepacT oOHa.

OHa pa3pywuna Bce, 4TO 6b1O0 Mexgy HumM. OHa nopsena Pasa. lMogpanacb coBCTBEHHLIM
cTpaxaMm u cnabocTaAM M, BMeCTO TOro, 4Tobbl pewuTb nNpobnembl, NpocTo cbexana oT
HUX .

N Bce 3TO cTOoMNo 6bl XOTb 4ero-nubo, ybeperu oHa llerHa.

Ho oHa He cmorna u sTOro.

CKkaxu OHa Torpga, B flecy, Korga BOAK CTOSN HanpoTUMB Hee W CMOTpen B ee rnasa,
c/fioBa O /IW6BU.. NYCTb NXuBble, NyCcTb Te, 4TO lleiiH XOoTen OT Hee yCnblwaThb..

Boan rHana npoyb My4awuue, u3BOAALME €e MbIC/IM O TOM, KaK BCE MOrio 6bl CAOXUTbLCA.
WleiH 6bl noHAn. Co BpeMeHeM OH Obl MPUHAN NOXb BO ChaceHwue.

CAMWKOM NO34HO NPUWAO MOHUMAHME.

3e¢¢p, HekoTopoe BpeMss MonYa HabnwAaBWWA 3a Hel, 3aJyMYMBO CKa3an:

— XM, TONbKO BABOMHE MHTEpPECHO Kak-To. Tbl, nony4daeTcA, u lepBoro nvwunacb, wu
Apyra cBoero jgparoueHHoro. Moyemy Tbl He BepHynacb? YBepeH, Pa npoctun 6bl TebA.

Ban He morna 6onbwe cibiwaTb 3TO uMA. OHa MOAHANA MOTYCKHEBWME rnasa w
obeccuneHHo nporosopuna:

— 3TO C/IOXHO O6bACHUTb. [laBal.. 3aKpoeM TeMmy, JlagHO?

— Hy, kak ckaxewb. — 3edd npuwypun BEKU U FNOTHYN U3 KPYXKU.

OHa C TpyAoM nonbiTasacb cobpaTb cebA U3 pa3poO3HEHHbBIX OCKOJIKOB B HEYTO
BpasyMuTeNbHOe, Hauenwia Ha JIMUO [OBOJIbHO MapWWBYH HEeCTEeCTBEHHYH YAblbKy U

cnpocuna:

— Jlyqwe cKaxu, 4YTO Tbl 34eCb Aeflaewb? YAMBUTENbHO BUAETb Teba y Hac. PasBe



O60pOTHFIM eCTb Aeno A0 NpocCTbiX CMepTHbIX?

3edd cmunocTuBuncA Hana Ban, ynbibaacbk B 6opoAy M C NerkocTbi noadepxuBas pas3roBop
Ha 6e30MacHyw Temy.

— KoHe4Ho HeT! Tonbko BbibOpa TOxXe HET — BbiNOAHAEM, Fpybo roBops, CAyXeO6Hbii [oAnr.
Ecnum ckaxy, cmeATbca byaeub.

HecmoTpa Ha 6yweBaBwyw B aywe 6ypiw, Ban 3auHTepecoBaHHO MOAHANA roONOBY.
— Tbl nmonpobyi.

— [la BOT.. CMeWwHo, 4YecTHoe cJioBO. — 3edpd B3AOXHYN U MOCTyYan nanbuamu no cTony. —
MacTep y Bac B ropoge ecTb No 30/0Ty. Kak-TO yX TakK NOAYYMNIOCb, YTO YKpalWeHUs y
Hero Heobbl4Hble BbIXOAAT. B obuwem, AeBuua oAHa.. oHa BTopas.. oAHOro BAUATENbLHOrO
ropoxaHuHa, TaK cka3aTb. W 3axoTenocb en bpacnet cebe ocobeHHbit. [ypb, KOHEYHO,
a Tonky-To? BoT A u 3pechb.

— bpacnet? W Tbl 3pecb pagn 6bpacneTta? — Ban usymneHHo BbiITapawunacb Ha 6opopgada,
CTapaACb He BCMOMUHATbL O BUTUEBATON Lenouyke, yKpawawwein CoO6CTBEHHOE 3anAcTbe. —
M KTo Xe no3Bonun BaM OTBAEKaTbCA OT [030pa pagu 6oratoin AeBuubl? 3TO Xe KaKoWn
nyTb Bbl npogenanu!

— He cnpawuBai nydwe, — oTMaxHyaca 3edd, HeAOBOSLHO pa3rnAadbiBas NOYTU OMNyCTeBWLYH
JepeBAHHYH KPYXKY, — Aa Bbibopa y Hac ocobo He 6bio. Ho 3aTo A Tebsa BcTpeTun!
Pa3Be He xopowaa HoBoCTb? Korga A Hawum pacckaxy BCe, 4YTO y3Han, — uUX yaap
XBaTuT!

Ban ynblbHynacb, 4YyBCTBYSA TEMI0 K 3TOMY CypoBOMYy, Fpy6oBaTOMy, HO HEU3MEHHO
OCTaKwWeMyCs CaMuM CO6ON MyX4uHe.

— fl paga Tebs BuaeTb, 3edpd, — MArko ckasana Ban.

bopogay [OBONMBLHO XMbIKHY .

— WU a8 Teba, Bannepu. Hy 4TO, MOXeT, Tbl MHe pacckKaxelb, 4eM XuBewb? CMOTpl, opeTa
C UroJIoYKN, TONbKO BMA Yy Tebs KaKoOM-TO MpaudHbii. Mnaw.. 3-3.. cypoBbin. KuHxan,
BUXY, HOCMWb. KOHEYHO, A He oxuAan, 4To Tbl 06abuwbcA, HO..

Ban Haxmypunacb, u 3edd XMbIKHYA, MpoAOAXaA:

— W nauaHeHoK 3TOT — MNpuUcayxuBaeT Tebe, 4TO AU? UM Tbl Tenepb MO MONOAEHbKUM
MaJibyMKam?

— Tbl 0 Hukce? f Teba pas3ovapyw, HO OH MPOCTO XMUBET y MeHA. — OT enemHoro
nogMmruBaHua 3edda er cTano TOwWHO. — fl ero, MOXHO CKa3aTb, nogobpana c yauupl, a
Terepb BbIFHaTb pykKa He MNogHMMaeTCA. XOpoWwuh MapeHb, MHe C HUM fnerko. [la u agoma
Bcerga nopanok.

— Ara, 4YTO-TO MHe 3TO HamnoMMHaeT, — XOXOTHY/N 60pojady WU WYMHO yAapun NafoHb Mo
cTony. — [la Tbl OT TeMbl-TO He yXOAM, paccKasbiBal, KaK XW3Hb CBOW ycTpowunar?

B apyrom yrny TaBepHbl 3aBu3xana gesuua. Ban rnsHyna yepes nneyo, Habnwpaa, Kak
NbAHbIK HAEMHWUK 3agupaeT rpA3Hble WOKWM CMA3MBOW MONOAEHbKON wiwxe. [eBka



NPUTBOPHO BU3XaJjla, a CaMa ep3asia No ero KoOJeHAM.

— HopmanbHo, 3e¢pd. Kak m BCE — MOTUXOHbKY, — C JIerKMM YyBCTBOM OMEpP3€eHUA OT
yBUgeHHoro orseTtuna Ban. — lge-to npopgam, rpge-to Kynaw. OXo4yCb.

Jloxb BblpBanacb Nerko, ecTecTBeHHO, 6yaTo 6blia UCTUHOW. B3N paxe He MovyBCTBOBasa
yKona coBecTHU.

— Monogeu, pesuua! Bblwen-taku u3 Tebs TONK, — YyAOBNETBOPEHHO KpAKHyn 3edpd. —
Bonockl, cMoTpw, yKpawaewb. BOH KOCHMYKM Kakue 3annena. To/lbKO 4Yero B XBOCTe
HOCMUWb? MewawT OXOTUTbCA, YTO u?

OHa morna 6bl pacckasaTb 3epdy, C Kakum TpyAOM CAepxmBanacb OT TOro, 4YTo6bl OAHUM
B3MaxOM OCTpOro /ie3BuMS He NuMWUTb cebs AAUHHbIX npAgei. O ToM, Kak He pa3 CMbiBana
KpOBb, MOMaBWyl Ha KOXY W BOJIOCbl, pacCMaTpuBaa MyTHelwwyw Body B Ta3ly. O Tom, Kak
OfHaxAbl OAMH U3 TeX, OT KOro e cnepgoBano n3baBUTbCA, CXBaTWUN ee 3a BOJIOCHI,
HamMOTaN UX Ha pyKY M WBbLIPHYNA Ha MNOA NWUOM, pa3bmusB 3ybbl, U TONbKO BOJEI
CYACTNMBOro Cny4ad OHa CMOrJsla U3BEpPHYTbCA U KJIMHKOM MOJIOCHYTb MO ero Hore.

B3n Morna mMHoroe paccka3aTb 6opogayy, HO NMpoCcTO Monyana.

— Bce xe Tbl KpacaBuua. Kak Tam y Bac roBopaT? A, BOT — AeBuUA Ha BblgaHbe. Wau
XenawwmMx Ha TBOW XapakTep He Hawnocb? PebeHo4ka-TO poauTb pa3Be He xodewb? [Mopa
Tebe 3aBA3bIBAaTb C HOXMYKAMWU WUrpaTbCA, a?

Ban BcChbixHYyna, 4yBCTBYs ceba rayno. O4eHb rayno.

Jlaxe 6011 He OCTaNoCb, M TYMaHHOro ajoro cjliega ee He BUAENOCh.

3a BCce BpeMmA, npowejwee C BO3BpaWeHUA B ropoa, y Ban gaxe KpaTKOW MbIC/IM He
BO3HMKANO O TOM, 4YTO6bl Ha4yaTb C KeM-/IM60 OTHOWEHWUSA.

Jla 1 0 pgeTAX OoHa AaBHO 3abbina, CMUPUMBLKCL C TeM, 4TO UX y Hee HuKorga He bypet.
He B 3TOM XM3HM, He B STOW peanbHOCTU, He B ee 6eCrIIOAHOM YpeBe.

CnepoBano 6bl 06paTUTbCA K TpaBHULE WAW neKapw, HO Ban 6Gbina yBepeHa, 4TO 3TO
6yneT 3pA MoTpayeHHoe BpemsA.

W paxe ecnm Ha KpaTKUMA MUT [JONYCTUTb.. BCErO HAa OAHY CeKyHAy NpeacTaBUTb, YTO OHA
Morsa 6bl..

Kakas el ceMbsi C ee-TO XU3Hb? Kakoh Myx4YMHa 3axoyeT CBA3aTb C Hell CBOW cyabby?
MpaBuMNbHO, HUKaKoh. Pa3Be 4YTO Takol Xe BbIXOA4el M3 HU30B ropoja, Kak Te, 4YTo
OKpyXanun ee B FUNbAuUK.

Bopbl, nonpowaiku, y6uiubl.

JlocTolHble ee.

He Takwune, kak Pasa.

Ban pepHyfna yroskom pTa U BbiLOXHYAa.

— 3e¢¢p, HeT, 4TO Thl. fl... MHe He Ao 3Toro. f BooOwe He yBepeHa, 4TO Korga-Hubypb..



— CKa3ajna OHa, HO OKOH4YaTes/IbHO 3anyTaTbCA BO XM el He pan nepebuBunin ee B
HeTepneHun 3edd:

— A BOT A npeycnen! fAkoBa-TO MOA B MOJIOKEHUWN.
B>n1 u3ymneHHo nopcko4yusia Ha MecTe, He BepA B YCJbilWaHHOe:
— YTt0?

— [a, BOT Tak. — bopojay npuocaHuncsa, eps3asa 3aA0M MO Me4vanbHO CKPUMHYBWEMY
cTyny. — Hy, paHo ewe 3aragbiBaTb! Eil ewe napy NyH XoAWTb, HO AeNO CAENaHo!

— 3edd, A.. nosgpasnaw Teba! — owenomneHHo BbiManuna Ban, 4yBCTBYA, Kak cepaue
3aTanauBaeT Heo6bACHUMAA HEXHOCTb K elle He POXAEHHOMY Masblly. — fl OYeHb-O4YeHb
paga. MpaBpa. dTo 4YyAecHas HOBOCTb!

— Ja-a.. npeacTaBselWb, CKOPO ManKoW CTaHy, — 3aAymMyuBo npoTAHyn 3edd, M oHa C
U3yMJIEHWEM YyBUAENa Nerkuit pymaHel Ha ero nuue. — Bepuwb UAM HeT, HUKaK
NPUBLIKHYTb He MOry. Kak poAWT — HamnblCb KakK HUKOrga B XM3HW, BOT obewat!

Ban, Kak HW MbiTanacb, HUKaAK He Morna cTepeTb C JiMUa Aypaukyw yabibky. Bce, 4To
Ka3as0Cb BaxXHbM M 3HA4YMMbiM, BCA 60/b U BUHA — BCE MOMEPKIO W WUCYE3/0, CNOBHO
TYMaH Haj 03epoM, pa3BesHHbli CUIbHLIM TEenbiM JIeTHUM BETPOM.

— Hapo Tebe npekpawaTb ¢ pgo3opamu. Ckaxu Pasa, Aymaw, OH nogbiyeT Tebe UHOe
3aHATMe. PebeHOK AONAXEH OTua BUAETb.

— Ja yx. MogplweT oH. Kyaa emy Jo meHA? — Hacynuiaca 3edd, a 3aTtem 3agymymBo
novyecan 6opoay. — [la Hu4ero, Kak-Hubyab. Bce HopmanbHo bygeT. Xanb TOAbKO, 4TO
Tbl MOEr0 Manoro He yBUAMUb.

— Wnn manyw. — Ban Toxe 6bino Xanb. HeBepoATHO.

— Wnn manyw, — cornacunca 6opodad, nogHUMas KPYXKYy C oCTaTKamu nuBa. — Hy 4TO
noka ragaTtb? [faBai nydwe BboiNnbem! XoTb y Bac BMeCTO NMBa Mo4va, HO Bblbopa-ToO HeT!
3a BcTpeuyy!

Jlomoii OoHa BepHynacb AafieKo 3a MOJIHOYb, C TPYAOM HanAa B cebe cuibl MOAHATHCA MO
necTHuue. Horu 3anneTanucb, TeNo He ciaywanocb, W Ban, He CTONbKO MbAHAaA, CKOJbKO
BbIMOTAHHAA HEOXWOAHHOM BCTpeyen, ycenacb Ha CTyMneHAX NpAMO MNoj ABEpbl CBOEW
MaHcapgbl. OHa 3acmeAanacb, HaWAA 3TO OYeHb 3abaBHbLM, WM CO BCEW CUNblI yaapuna
KyJlakom B ABepb.

— OTKpoil Tbl yxe! — BbIKpUKHYJla OHa, Me/ibKOM BCMOMMHAA O CRAWUX cocensax.

Ja n peMoH Cc HuMn! Y Hee B KOU-TO BeKW Obll BECOMbIi MOBOJL HEMHOro nepebopwunTb C
BbIMMBKOW .

[lBepb pacnaxHynacb, W Ban TyT Xe pyxHyna 4epe3 nopor, 3aBajMBaACb Ha CMUHY.
[nvHHbIe pacTpenaHHble BOJIOCHl, MOABA3aHHble KOXaHbIM WHYPKOM, YMNanu Ha NpuUABEpPHbIA
KOBpUK. Paw, HeyBepeHHO BWJIAA XBOCTOM, TKHYJICA MOKpbIM HOCOM B WeEKY XO3AWKU WU
ObIpKHY N, TPAXHYB rOJIOBOW.



— TeHb? — WU3YMNIEHHO BOCK/IUKHYN HWUKC, COBEpWEHHO He 3aCMaHHbIMU rNa3amu
paccmaTpuBan fiexalyl B ABEPHOM MpoemMe AeBYUKY .

«A OH He NoXuUNcAa, — C XaAHbIM yaoBneTBopeHneMm OoTMeTuna Ban, — xgan Beab. BoT un
3aMe4daTesiIbHO, NYyCTb BOJIHyeTCA».

— Tol rpe Tak ycnena HabpaTbCA? — CNPOCUS MaJibyMWKa, MPUCAXMBASACb HAa KOPTOYKM U
NneroHbko Tosnkaa Ban B nnevo. — BcTaBail paBai, Hy!

— OTBanu! — pbikHyna Ban, onupascb pykamum O MOA M MbITAasiCb NPUNOAHATLCS.
HuKC, 4TO-TO HemoBONbHO 6OpMOYA MOA HOC, MOKavan roJioBOM.

— BoT yx He oxupan, 4TO Tbl TakaA ABMWbLCA! — BOCKAMKHYN OH. — BcTaBaih xe, He
BanAnca Ha nopore!

Boan xMenbHO 3axuxukana. Hapo xe Kakoh 3a6oTnuBbii. U BOpUMT, Kak cBap/vBas
XeHyuwKa.

HUKC pyrHynca u, NOAHbIpHYB Mo pyky Ban, noTaHyn ee BBepx, MomMorasd BCTaTb Ha
HOI M.

«CU/bHBIN, — OTMeTU/NA OHa. — Tak U He cKaxellb. POCTOM-TO HEBbICOK, 3aTO XWUAUCTLIN».

— TeHb, maTb TBOW! XBaTuT pxaTb! — MNPUKPUKHYN HUKC, HOron 3axnonbiBasd BXOLHYH
ABepb U MoABoAA ee K KpoBaTw.

Ban MrHoBeHHO 3amonivana, Habupaa B rpyab Bo3fyxa, rnsHyna B cypoBoe auuo Hukca u
TYT Xe MNpbICHy/la CO CMexy.

3/UACA NapHUWKA NPOCTO YMUIUTENBHO.

HuKc paspgpaxeHHO MOATONKHY/N ee B CMUHY, M OHa MOBanujiacb nomnepek KpoBaTw,
nepekaTbiBasACb Ha CMWHY.

Da, nepe6pana OHa BCe-TakKu C ajikorosiem. YTpO OXMAAeTCA XU3HepafoCTHbLIM.

B34oxHyna, ceTys Ha COBGCTBEHHYW TFNynocTb, PAaCcKUHY/Na PYKU HA MATKOM ofesnie W
yCTaBWNacb B CNerka KpyXawuica noTooK.

A mMoxeT 6biITb, yxe yTpo? OHa C TpPyAOM NOBepHyNa TAXeNyw Fo/0BYy M NocmoTpena B
OKHO. Ho4b Mokasanacb cepoi, Kak nepej cambiM paccBeTOM.

Ban ¢ TpyZOM NpunoMHWIa MoApo6HOCTM uX C 3eddoM AAUTENbHOrO, 3aTAHYBWErocs M
weapo cAobpeHHOro BbINMMBKOW pa3roBopa. Kakue-To cafibHble WyTkKu, cnieTHu o Kapa,
YTO-TO HeBpa3ymUTesNbHOe O Bemupe.. AU el 3To BCe NPUBMAENOCH?

CoBeplweHHO He Bepunocb B To, 4To 3edd 3pecb, B ropoge nwpein. MNpuspak us
npowsoro, npuvHecwuin ¢ cob6oil BOCMNOMUHAHUA U TAXENbIH, FOPbKUA OCAAOK BUHbl, KOTOpPYH
HUKOrAa He WUCKYNUTb.

06pa3 BLICOKOrO YEepHOBOJIOCOIO MYX4YWMHbl BTOPrcA B pa3yM HerpoweHbM roctem. Ban
6yKBasfibHO olylana ero NpUcyTCTBUE, eABa /i He YyBCTBYA 3HAKOMbI 3amax KOXW.



HaBaxaeHue 6bI0O HAaCTONbKO CUNbHBLIM, YTO OHa 3aXMypwuna rnasa U noTepsia BeKkw,
NblITaACb XOTb HEMHOro ﬂpMﬁTM B cebA.

Mony4Yanocb C TpyAaoM. Mbican CymMbypHble, pBaHble, FHeTywue, NyTaHble BO XMenkw
ofoneBanuM Kak por HA30WAMBBIX MyX.

Ban 3Hana ToNbKO OAHO — 6yAb Y Hee WAHC yBuAeTb Pasa nAvuoM K auuy, OHa 6bl Hawna
B cebe cunbl CKasaTb rnaBHoe.

«MpocT MeHA. MpocTu, 4TO noggena. MpocTu, YTO nogapuna Tebe TONbLKO Mpobnembl».

Ho Bce 3TO He MMeNo HUKaKOro CMbicna, NOTOMy 4TO Pa3a o4eHb M 04YeHb paneko, a
3edd yxe HaBepHAKaA Ha MOANYTM K FpaHuue.

Ban npunomHuna, Kak OHM npowanucb. O6bATMA, MNJAaMeHHble C/NOBa, MOXENaHUs yjauu —
BCe 3TO 6bUIO? UAM 3TO Auwb BUAEHUA, KOTOpble OHa cama cebe Hagymana?

HyXHO NpoCTO YyCHYTb, OCTaBMB BOMPOCH Ha MOTOM.
Ban ycTano B34OXHyna, 4YyBCTBYA, Kak COH 3abupaeT ee B CBOM 06bATHUA.
— KTo 3To 6bIn? — yrpiwomo cnpocun Hukc.

KpoBaTb nporHynacb rnog ero sBecoMm. OHa B3A0OXHYyJsa U, He OTKpbiBaA rjnas, COHHO
npounsHecna:

— Opyr.

— OTKyAa OH? — OCTOPOXHO CMPOCWA MajibyuwKa. — Y HEro TakoW CTpaHHbii rosop. Tbl
TOXe MHOrga TaK FOoBOPMUlb.

— W3-3a rop, — 4ecTHO oTBeTusa Ban, He B cunax nNpuaymbiBaTb HUKOMY He HYXHYI0
NNOXb .

Hukc npomonyan, He yAMBUBWMUCH ee cnoBaM. byaTo 6bl He Obl10 HMYEro HeobbiMHOro B
TOM, 4TO 3a ubNON TOMbI XWUAU NOAM.

BO3MOXHO, He nwau.
Ban BHYyTpeHHe ycMexHynacb. BOT Manbyuwka 6bl U3yMUICA, Y3Hail BCH npasay.

Korpa-Hubyab oHa pacckaxeT emy obo Bcem. 06A3aTenbHo. Ho nvwb korpa 6onb
YTUXHET, NpeBpaTUBWKACL B MOJy3abbiToe BOCMOMUHAHME.

Mo4yyBCTBOBAB HeACHOe [ABWXEHWEe, OHa MeAJIeHHO OTKpblla r/ja3a M HeAoyMEeHHO MOprHyna,
pa3rnagpiBas nepeBepHyToe /NULUO B 0O6paM/ieHMU MWEHMYHBIX BOMOC.

Hukc cToAan Ha 4YeTBepeHbKaX, CKJIOHUBWUCb Hag Hen un CMOTPA NPOH3UTEJIbHbIMU,
HeBEPOATHO B3pOC/IbIMU T/1la3aMU B ee Nnuo.

Ero ry6bl, 4yTb MpUOTKpPbITbie, 6bUIM MPAMO Mepen B3rnagoM Ban. Manbubl HEXHO, HO
yBEpEeHHO OTBenu ynaswyk Ha 06 KawTaHOBYK MpAAb.



— Tbl CAMWKOM KpacuBas, — TUXO ckKasan Hukc, HeBecomo KacaAcb rybamu nogbopopka
Ban, — cnauvwkom.

— Ji, npekpawai.. — cnabo 3anpoTecToBasa B3/, HO Masb4MWKa Wb HAKJIOHWICA HUXE,
uenys ee B ryb6eol.

Bon 3amepna, owenomneHHada NpoOMCXOZAWMM, 4YTOObl CymeTb MpaBUIbLHO pa3obpaTbCA B
CBOMX OWYylUEHUSAX WU xenaHumax. FopAdee M Tennoe 4YyBCTBO, [AaBHO 3abbiToe, BApPYr
NPOCHY/NIOCb B ee rpyau, pacnyckadaCb BHYTPU OrHEHHbIM LBETKOM. W OAHOBpEeMeHHO
XONOAHbIM, OTpPe3BAANWMA NPOTECT BOJHOW MOAHANICA B TOM Pa3yMHOM, 4TO euwe
OCTaBanoCb B MOJIHUEHOCHO NOTepsABWEN pacCyAoOK ro/oBe.

— He Hapo.. — HeyBepeHHO BO3pa3una Ban, HO ee cnoBa pacTBOPUIUCH B HEXHOM
nouenye. FopsYMin A3bIK MaJbYUWKWM MNPOHUK BHYTPb, MAFKO Jlackad, 3aurpbiBas WM ApasHs.

Manbubl CXanWcCb Ha nsede Hukca cunbHO, HaBepHska o 6onn. Ban OTTONKHyNa ero,
BKJIagpiBaA B ABUXEHUE pYyKU cuny. YepTbiXHynacb, MOYTU CKaNACb, U BCKUHYNa NafOHb,
NnocnewHo BbITUpas ryo6bl.

— He cmen! — OHa, TAxeno pgplwa OT OXBAaTWUBWEW ee 3/10CTU, OTOABUHY/NACb M Cena Ha
KpoBaTu, pa3rnagbiBas 3ameplero nepef Heh Hukca. Jlerkuin pymaHeu okpacun ero

6bnenHoe nuuo, cCBeTNas 4Yenka pacchinanacb nNo BCAOTeBweMmy fby.

— 3TO NOTOMYy, 4TO MHE Mano neT? — HUKC moexuncs u nogHAN Ha Ban rnybokue cepble
rnasa. — Yepes napy Hepenb MHe NATHaAuUaTb.

— HeT, noTomy 4TO s He Xo4y! — 3710 ckas3ana Ban, rnyboko pAbiwa.

Mano net? [lemoH nobepu, eMmy MoYTM NATHaguaTb. A 4epe3 ropg Bce wecTHaguaTb. B
3TOM BO3pacTe MHOMMEe YAUYHble Manbuuwku npoboBanyu Takue Bewu, O KOTOPbLIX M AyMaTb
nopoi 6bi10 CTHIAHO.

Jla pa3Be OHa BCMOMHWJIAa O BO3pacTe HuMKca, Korja B nepBble MFHOBEHUS MO3BOJM/IA eMy
nouenoBaTb ceba? O6MaHbLIBAaTbLCA HE WMMENO CMbiCIa — ee Majsio BOJIHOBANn BO3pacT
MaNbYMWKK .

Torpa noyemy OHa OTTOJIKHY/a ero?

OTBeT 6blN CNpATaH TakK Fﬂy6OKO, 4TO Ka3ancAa HecyuwecTBywWMM U HEHACTOAWMM.

— fl BCce paBHO 3acTaBn Tebsa 3abbiTb ero, — TUXO ckas3an Hukc, BblAepruBas U3
HEHYXHbIX Pa3MblIEHNI .

Bon B3AporHyna, CAOBHO MajbyuvlWKa NpOBes MO e€e KOXe KYCOYKOM sbAa.

Xmenb 6yATO pacTasn, CMEHUBWUCH MPO3pavyHOW ACHOCTbH yMa.

— Ero? — CTpaHHaA ynblbka C HOTKOW rpycTM BO3HUKJA Ha ee nuue.

— Toro napHA, M3-3a KOTOpOro Thl TakaA. — Cepble rnasa Hukca cmoTpenu npAamo,
3acTaB/AA HEBOJIbHO 33aAyMaTbCA, CKOJIbKO Xe CWJbl, KOTOpOW CO BpemMeHeM MpeAcToAaso

pacCcKpbITbCA, B 3TOM MaJibyullKke.

— Tbl He 3Haewb, O YeM rOBOPUWb, — YCTano MpousHecna Ban, onyckasa rososy.



0 6oru. Kak Xe CNnOXHO.

Kasanocb, HayaB HOBYW XW3Hb, OHa OCTaBW/a BCe TpyAHOCTU No3agu, paspewunsa Bce
CMOpHble BOMPOCHI, MNOCTaBWNa TOYKY B CBOUX BEYHbIX Tep3aHUAX U COMHeHUAX. Ho HeT,
BCe 3anyTanocb ewe 6onbwe. W BUHUTL B 3TOM C/ledoBano TO/AbKO cebA.

— W He xo4y 3HaTb. Bce paBHO Tbl bypewb CO MHOM, — yBepeHHO cka3an Hukc.

Boan yauBneHHo npunogHAna 6poBu, pa3rnAgpiBad Cepbe3HOoe /INLO MabYULLKK .

Jla KakoW Xe OH Majbyuwka? PocTOM yxe AOrHaa CBOW MOKPOBUTENIbHULY W, TOro raagu,
CKOpO neperoHUT ee. Teno, yxe AaBHo chopmupoBaBlieeca, 6Obl1O0 XyAbiM U MOAXapbIM, Kak

Yy XONIeHOW roH4Yen. Ewe rog — v NOoApOCTKOBAA YrjoBaTOCTb CMEHUTCA B3pOC/OW CTaTbh.

N noyemy BCe 3TO BpemMs OHa BuAena B HeM TOJIbKO FJynoro nogpoctka? MoapocTka,
KOTOpbIA yXe MpeBpaTU/ICA B WHOWY C MPOH3UTE/IbHbIMUA CEpbIMU 1a3aMM.

PasBe Ban 3abbia cebsa, paHO NOB3poOCAeBWYH OT 6e3bICXOAHOCTU COBCTBEHHOM XWU3HWU?
3abbina.

— Kakoil camoyBepeHHbIi, — XMblKHyJla OHa, C TPYAOM 3acTaBnAaa cebs BbirnAgeTb
HenpuUHYXAeHHO. — Heroxe, Korpa XeHwwHa cTaplwe MyXYWHb.

— fl nyywe ero, — YBEpPEHHOCTb B FOJI0OCE MapHUWKW yauBAsiAa, — Tbl 3TO MNoiiMelb.

Ban pgepHyfna pToM U OTBepHyfiacb, YCTaBMBWMCH Ha YepHYW WepCTb CUAEBWEro y KpoBaTH
nca. Paw onycTun yuu M BANO BWUAbHY/J XBOCTOM, 3aBa/uBascb Ha 60k, He obpauwasn
HMKAKOro BHMMaHMA Ha CBOW XO3AWKY. KpacHblil s3blk BbiBaJWICA U3 MacTu, U nec,

MPUKpPbUT BEKU, MOrpyXasicb B CYACT/AMBYW C06aybl ApeMoTy.

— C yero Tbl BoObWe B3fNA, YTO 3TO MyX4YMHaA? — pe3KoOBaTO OTO3Banacb Ban, Habnwpas,
Kak B3ApiMaeTcA M onyckaeTcsa cobaybA rpyab.

— A 5TO XeHwuHa? — napupoBan Hukc.

Boan npomonyana, a 3aTeM TAXENO PyXHy/sa Ha KpoBaTb, 3akpbiBad rnasa.

— fl xe rogopuna — He BnWb6NANCA B MeHA. Hu4ero xopowero u3 3TOro He BbliAJeT, —
obpeyeHHO nporoBopuaa OHa, NOBOPayuMBaA FONOBY W BCTpevyaa B3rNAgh CepbiXx rn1as, — Hu
Yy KOro He BbIXOAMWJIO.

Hukc He oTBeTWN, a MPOCTO Ner paaoM, OOHAN ee NIOKOTb U YTKHY/ACS NIMLOM B MJeYo.

— Cnu yxe, — MAMKO ckasana B3/, OTBOpayuMBaACb U paccMaTpuMBas Kyco4yek CBeT/ielwero
Heb6a B NMPUOTKPLITOM OKHe.

IMABA 4



Baa, No 06bIKHOBEHWI CMpATaB ULO B TEHWM KanwwoHa CBOEro nnawa, npowna B Y3KWii
KOpWUAOp, MeNbKOM TNAHYB Ha OXWBJIEHHO MeperoBapuBanWMXCA Mexay coboil pa3boiHUKOB
IxaHekn. Kpenkue OCaHUCTble MyXUKW, BMepBble 3a JOJroe BpemA He NpuaaBwMe 3HAYeHUS
ee NpUCYTCTBUW PAAOM, He CTECHSASICb B BblpaXeHUsX, 06CyxAanu MOWMaHHOIrO HOYbK B
Necax HeBMAAHHOro 3BepA. Wnu He 3BepAa — Ban He BC/AywuBanacb B OYepefHble, HUYEro
He 3Havawue pacCyxAeHuWa — el CKOpo NpeAcTOosNo YBUAETb MNEHHWKa, 6yAb OH 3BepeM
WAN YeNIOBEKOM, CBOWMMU T/1a3aMu.

YTpo He 3ajanocb C caMoro Ha4vana. CnepBa Hukc pa3byaun ee, BbiaepHYB U3-Nof
rofioBbl NOAYWKY, OT4Yero Ban c He3n06HbIM BOpYaHMEM CMWUXHyNla ero Cc KpoBaTu, a 3aTeMm
B ABepb MNocTy4asa noBepeHHaa [IxaHeKu, HU3KOpOocCnaA AeBuua C BEYHO pA3HOW
3acaJleHHON roJIoBon, W nepefasia NocsiaHne OT TOCMNOXK.

N BoT Ban okaslanacb 34ecb, B FWibguu, OCTaBWUCb 6e3 3aBTpaka, YAOBNETBOPUBLWMUCH
Kyckom 6enoro xseba c CblpoM, CbefeHHbM MO MyTW K CTapoMmy ckiagy.

— CmoTpM, Kakasa cymaToxa. MHTepecHO, 4TO CAyYMnocb? — HUKC rasHyn Ha Ban, He
yAOCTOUBIWYK ero OTBETOM.

FonoBa 6onena Tak, CNOBHO KY3HEYHbli MONOT 6WMn Mo MeTanny.

Ban rnyboko xanena o TOM, 4TO BYepa Mo3Bosuna cebe BbIMUTb JINWHErO.
Jla ToNKy-TO Tenepb CETOBaTb Ha COBGCTBEHHYW TAynocTb?

Ewe u kak BoBpemA ee no3Bana [xaHeka. byaTo noarapana.

— Xam 3pecb, — 6pocuna Ban Hukcy, ocTaBnAAa TOro B KomnaHuu Pawa B HebosbloM
X0Nijle nepen rnaBHbIM 3an0M, rge [xaHeka Bcerfja cobupana CBOMX CaMblX AOBEpPEHHbIX
nwaen.

ManbyvwKa MPUBLIYHO 3amnpbifrHY/l Ha WWMPOKWIKA MOLOKOHHMK BbIOMTOrO OKHa, YyCTpauBasacCb
noynobHee.

Bonbwue ABepu, 3anaTaHHble U MpPOpXaBeBWME B MecTax KpensieHua MeTaNnumyeckux ckob c
[lepeBoM, CO CKpWMoMm noapanvcb, nponyckaa Ban Bnepeg.

— Tbl npuwna. Xopowo. — [ocnoxa, HeNpuBLIMHO COb6paHHas M COCpefoTOYEeHHas,
NMPUBETCTBEHHO KWBHYNa.

Ban BONpoOCUTENbHO TAISiHyNa Ha Hee, U Ta, HaxmypuB 6poBu, npowna K AJUHHOMY CTOAY,
cTosBWeMy B yrnay 3ana. [eBywka Mon4a nocnepoBana 3a Hel, Me/bkOM OTMeYas, 4YTO
BCe CaMble BaxHble /Snua yxe 3Aaechb.

M KoT, XyaowaBbil MYyXWK HEW3BECTHOrO BO3pacTa, KOTOpbIA Obin ywamu [XaHeku B
ropoge; M XMbipb C BEYHO HEAOBO/IbHbIM, MOKPLITbIM OCMWHAMU JIULOM, HEOMPATHLIN,
BbI3bIBAKWUIA 4YYBCTBO 6pe3rMBOCTU MpU OOAHOM B3rnafe Ha Hero, HO Aepywuminca Tak,
C/I0OBHO KaxAaA gpaka 6blna nocnegHein; n pgaxe BaneT-pypadqdokK, OrpoMHblii AeTWHA,
HEeHOpMaNbHO BbLICOKWI, KyAa Bblle Pa3a u ABHO KpynHee nwb6oro ob6opoTHA, BUAEHHOTO
Ban.



BaneT 6bin cTpaweH, c/naBACb TeM, YTO MOr pa3opBaTb B MbUly Apaku YenoBeka Monosam,
HO C COObpaxaskoh y Hero 6b10 Tyro.

KoHeyHo, TyT 6bin 3Meii, He B MpumMep APYruM 4YjieHam FuabAuu, YucTonswi. WU OH 6bin
€AVHCTBEHHbI, KOro Ban HemHoro, Ho ocTeperanacb. CAMWKOM OH 6bin yMeH.

CTtonnusumecs BOKpYr CTONa pa360ﬁHMKM OrnNAHYNNCb Ha Ban, un npunBblHHOE HEeOOBO/NILCTBO
OTpa3uioCb Ha WX Avuax. HuM4Yero HoBOro, Y4TO MOr/O 6bl 3a4eThb.

— B yem geno? — cnpocuiia OHa HeTepnenuBo, 6opsAcb C Tynow 60Nbl, MNPOYHO MNYyCTUBWEWN
KOpHW B rosioBe. — fl, Moxoxe, ofAHa He B Kypce Cly4uBlLIerocH.

— TeHb 4TO, Kak O06bMHO, QUrHei cTpajana, noka Mbl BCce feno genanu? — ¢bipkHyn KoT,
3aKkaTbiBaA rnasa K MoTOAKY.

OHa NpourHopupoBana BbiMag B CBOW CTOPOHY M MepeBefia B3r/Af4 Ha rocnoxy. Ta BMecTo
OTBETa OTCTerHysna C nosica HeboNbWOW MewoYek U pe3KOo WBbLIPHYNA €ro Ha CTof.

Ban Haxmypwuiacb U MOTAHyNacb 3a HUM, B3Ana B pyKy, MNOAKWHyna. He Taxenbid, HO
BHYTpU 6bln10 4TO-TO OobbemMHoe. Mo MonyanuBoe ofobpeHMe OHa pa3Bf3ajsa 3aBA3KMU.

MeTannuM4yeckuii 3amax KpoOBM BOpBAJICA B HO3ApMU.

Ha cTon ynanu AgBa OTpe3aHHbiX NafblUa: KpymnHble, AJWHHEE 4YesloBeYeCKUX, MOKPbITble
6ypoii KOCMaToOW WepCTbl, YBEHYAHHbIE OCTPLIMU KOTTAMM.

Ban yxe Bupena Takue. He pa3 u paxe He ABa.

Cepaue 3amepnio, BO3AyX BOKPYr 3acTbil, C/IOBHO 3aTBepAes, MpeBpaTUBLUCL B MOYTU
pasfiMuuMylw rnasom cybcTaHuuw.

OHa cTUcHyna ry6bbl, 3acTaBnsa cebs BbirnAageTb He 6osiee 4Yem yauBAeHHoW. Mony4yanocob
OTKPOBEHHO MJIOXO.

— YTO 5TO? — pPOBHBLIM IO/IOCOM CMpOCUAA, pacCMaTpuBaA 3anekwywcA KpoBb.
CBexyw KpoBb.

— BOT ¥ ™Mbl xOoTenun 6bl 3HAaTb, — MOKAYaB roJloBOM, NpousHecna [xaHeka, — HOYbW NapHU
Henwagb normanu.

Henwab .

3Toro onpeneneHua 6bIO JOCTATOYHO, Y4TOOb CaMble AuMKMe MOJO3peHnA obpywmancb Ha
ronosy Ban.

[la HeT Xxe.
CNMWKOM MHOrO COBMAafeHUn, U OTTOr0 COBEpPWEHHO HEeBO3MOXHO.
Tak cny4yanocb TOJIbKO B MJIOXMX AelWeBblX KHUXOHKaX.

Mblcnb ycnokauBana, B3biBad K pasymy.



— He noHumaw. — B3n nogHAna rnasa, BOMPOCUTENbHO paccmaTpuBaa [kaHeky.

— O0AWH “3 Hawux BYepa MO MbAHKE cUenuicA C KakKuM-TO MYXMKOM Yy TaBepHbI.
Noapanucb, — Ccyxo oTBeTuNa Ta.

0, cospaTesnb..

Hagexpa Ha nydwee pa3bunacb 06 oCTpble KaMHUM CBaJMBIWLMXCHA HAa Hee 0OOCTOATENbCTB.
— WU? — Yem 6osbwe [xaHeka roBopwuia, TeM MpayHee CTAHOBWIOCb nuuUo Ban. Beputb B
04YeBMAHOE He XOTenoCb, HO C/MUWKOM KpacHOPeYuBbl ObliM OTpe3aHHble nanblpl, aexauwue
Ha cTone.

— A OH B Henwab npeBpaTunca. — [xaHeka OTKUHyna co nb6a HENPUBBIYHYH ANA XEHWWHbI
KOPOTKYH 4YeNKy W C HenpuA3Hbl AepHyna wekow. — Jlymana, cTapuku 6pep

pacckasbiBawT, aH HeT. Tpoux nopean, noka ero noimanu, TBapb.

— MNoimanu? — nepecnpocuna Ban, BHe3anHO TepAsCb B COBCTBEHHbIX MPOTUMBOPEYMBLIX
aMouMAX.

Cepaue 3a6yxano MOJ1I0TOM, /MU0 3anby1azo, OXBa4YeHHOe XapOoM BOJIHEHUA.

— WUcnyranacb, TeHb? — XMblIKHyn 3Meil, W KOMNAHWA BOKPYr CToJia Mojaepxana ero
u3peBaTeNlbCKUMKU CMewKamu. — CMOTpU B WTaHbl He Hagenaii!

— Ja cbikao OoHa! — 3abbiBWMCb, OPSAKHY/N XMblpb, HENPUATHO XUXWUKAA CBOeW Xe
HeyaaBwenca wyTke.

— 3axnonHuTe nactu! — pABKHyna [xaHeka, MUrom 3aTbikad CBOWUX fwgei. — Bawero
MHEeHMA A He cnpawuana!l

CTblYKa Npuwaacbk Kak Henb3A KCTaTu. Ban Haxmypuna 6poBu, rnyboko BAOXHYNA W,
oBfafjeB coboit, NOAHANA Ha FOCMOXY CMOKOWHbIA B3rnag,.

— W rpe 3Ta.. TBapb? — [onoc 3By4Yan 6ecnpucTpacTHO.
Tak, Kak AONMXHO. He xBaTano ewe, 4YTOo6bl OHa Bbigana ceba Takum raynbim o6pas3om.

N xoTAa cephue Bce ewe BbICTYKWBANO B rpyau 6apabaHHyw Apobb, Ha /iMUO AEBYWKU
Nerna npuBbIYHAS Macka, He Bbipaxawwas pPOBHbIM CYETOM HUYEro.

Cnacmnbo Pa3a 3a npeBOCXOAHble YpoKWM camoobnafaHus.

[xaHeka obepHyfnacb, YCTpemnaa TeMHble F/1a3a Ha HenpuMeTHYW ABepb B riybuHe 3ana.
B ropne 3anepwuno, Bsn KawasHyna U CraoTHyna, owywasd HEMOHATHOe BOJIHEHWe.
Taxenaa ToNcCTeHHas AyboBas ABepb pa3uTenbHO OT/MYanacb oT ybpaHcTBa ObiBwero
cknaga. OHa 3Hana, 4TO YCTAHOBUAM ee He TakK AAaBHO U C OAHOW-eAWHCTBEHHOW Lesbl —
HaeXHO AepXaTb Moj 3aMKOM 0CO060 BaxHbIX MAEHHWKOB FOCMOXM.

Mapwuso.

MoToMy 4TO B3/ nMpekpacHO OCO3HaBafna, YTO MoOMaBwUM 3a 3Ty ABepb 06paTHOW Joporu



He 6bl10.

«BO3MOXHO, — cKa3afa oHa cebe, — Bce oboMAeTCA M AOrafku pa3BewTCs Kak nenen mno
BETpy».

MoToMy 4YTO HagyMaHHoe el 6bl10 CAMWKOM HeybeguTesnbHbiM gaxe AaAa Hee CamMoi.

Pa3sBe 6biBawT Takue coBnageHua? lMNoasneHue 3edda B ropone, BYEpaWHW MbAHLIA Beyep,
ApaKa y KakoW-TO TaBepHbl, HeBWAAHHbIA 3Bepb, yOMBWWWA Tpex 4enoBek.

Ja HeT, rnynocTtu.
OcTanocb TO/NLKO MPUOTKPbITb ABEpb U yb6eauTbCcA B STOM.

Hebonbwoe KBagpaTHOE MNOMeleHMe C HEeBbICOKMM MOTONKOM, KOFga-To CAyxuBlee,
BO3MOXHO, KNaAoBoOW, 6bu10 nepeobopynoBaHo B TO, YTO B3 Ha3Bana 6bl 4eM-TO CpefHuUM
Mexay MNbITOYHON WU TeMHUUEW.

MpAMO MO UEeHTpy CToANa Kpyrnas Knetka, HanoMUHaBWAA MNTUYbD, C TOJICTbHIMU
nepekpewuBanwMMnMcsa NpyTbAMU OT Nosa AO NOTosKa. XenesHble NpyTbs, MecTaMu pxasble,
HeCMOTpA Ha HENpUrAsA4HbIA BHEWHWA BWUA, HE OCTaB/IANIM COMHEHUA B CBOEN MPOYHOCTHU.
dopma K/NleTKM 6yATO u3aeBanacb Haf MIEHHUKOM, He MO3BONAA eMy CKpbITbCS, BXaTbCA B
TEMHbIA Yron, crnacadacb OT ThiYKOB AJIMHHBIMWA NajskaMu C MNPUBA3AHHbIMM K HUM Ge4veBoit
OCTpbLIMM HOXaMW. YF/IOB y Hee MpoCcTO He 6bio.

Boan Bcerga Haxoauna 3To usobpeTeHue [KaHEKU C/MWKOM XeCTOKUM. [laxe B FOpOACKOM
TeMHULUE Y MJIEHHUKOB 6blsla BO3MOXHOCTb CMNPATATb JINLUO, MPUXATbCA CMUHOW K HaZeXHOW
KaMeHHOMW KAagKe CTeHbl.

MoxeT 6biTb, WMEHHO MO3TOMY MJIEHHUKM TOCMOXW BCEraa OTKPbIBA/NM € CBOM TaiiHbl. Hy
WA MOTOMY, YTO 3Ty NpaBAy W3 HUX C OCOBOW YXMIPEHHOCTbH BbIGUBANM.

OHa warHyna 4epes nopor, TyT Xe owywas MeAHbid 3anax cBexei KpoBu. [onybble rnasa
YyCTaBUAUCb MPSAMO, pacCcMaTpuBas CTAaTHYW OUrypy, HEMOABUXHO CTOSBWYH MoCpeau
KNeTKHu.

Ha MrHoBeHue cepaue 3aWnoCb B FpyAu, HO XONOAHbIN Tpe3Bbli YM, CYLOPOXHO
MbITAWWMIACSA HAWTU BO3MOXHbIE MYTU W3 BO3HUKWENH CUTyauuu, B3SN BepX Hah SMOLUSAMM.

— O6bIKHOBEHHbI YenoBeK, — POBHO Mporosopuia Ban, 4yTb NoBopayuBas rosioBy U
Haboaan 3a JiMuoM [XaHeku, — He MOHWMaWw, KakK OH CBS3aH C TeM, 4YTO Bbl MHe
pacckasanu.

Kpaem rnasa oHa yBupena, Kak MJeHHUK, YCAbllaB ee rojoc, nowesenunscA B HemMoMm
N3ymneHunm.

«Ewe 6bl, 3epd, Tbl He 6bN yAMBNEH, MaTb TBOW. B Kakoe Xe AepbMO Tbl BAUM, XPEHOB
060pOTEHbY.

— Ero pyka, TeHb. — [0ocnoxa KMBKOM roOJiOBbl yKa3aja Ha KneTky, M Ban ¢ HeoxoToi
noaHANa B3rnah, OTKpbLITO paccMaTpuBaA MNJIeHHUKA CKBO3b MNPYTbA peweTKwu.

OHa Buaena yauBieHue Ha nuue 3epda, pacTepAHHOCTb M HEKYH OTOpOMenoCTb, CNOBHO
OH HMKAK He MOr MoBepuTb B MpeAcTaBWee nepej ero B30pOM.



Bon BHyTpeHHe ropbko ycMexHyfnacb. A KakK WHaye.

3e¢pd NpUMOTKpLIN POT, CUAACL CKa3aTb YTO-TO, HO He WM3[AN HU 3ByKa, YCTaBUBWUCHL B
6nepHoe NUUO CToABWEW MNPAMO, KakK CTpyHa, Ban.

«Mon4mn xe, — XoTesla OHa CKa3aTb emy, — HOHpO6yﬁ TONIbKO OTKPbITb POT U NOKa3aTb
BCeM, 4YTO 3Haellb MeHA».

M cnacubo BCcemunocTuBbIM 60ram, 6oponad Monyasn, HUYEM He BblgaBasa cebs.

Boan onycTuna B3raag HuWXe U TYT Xe HENpoOu3BOSIbLHO AepHyna BepxHeh ryboin. He HyxHo
6b10 6bITb Ccemn nAagen Bo N6y, 4TOOb MOHATb, KakK CWIbHO eMy AocTanocb. Bcero ogHa
HOYb, KOTOpyw Baa npoBena B NbsHOM 3abbiTbM, OKa3ajnacb ANA H6opofada Kyga CJIOXHee.
OHa Bupena Ha ero auvue cregpl Apaku: 3anabiBLMK, HEOTKPbIBAWWMNCA a3, HaAUTHIN
TEMHO-CUHUM, pa36uTble rybbl U CBEpPHYTLbIN HA CTOPOHY HOC, YKpaWeHHbIn KpoBaBbiMM
nogTekaMn Ha BepxHen rybe.

Yonwgku. bunam no rosose. Xopowo XOTb XMB OCTancs.

B3rnag onycTuaca Huxe, oTMe4yas Manenwyw petasb.

Ero npaBad pyka 6bu1a 3anMTa KpoBbl. KypTka M3 MJOTHON TKaHW nopBaHa no nJjedy,
ABNAA B30py rAyboKyw paHy C pasowejummuca Kpasmu. Ecam oCcTaBUTb e€e TakK U He
3alUTb, CMepTb HAaCTUrHeT 6opodaya faxe Npu yCJoBUM, H4TO [kKaHeka Ha BpeMA OTTSHeT

CBOU XeCTOKHUe urpbl.

Kncrb PpyK#u, 6e3B0/IbHO BUCAWAA nneTbw, nNUWKMNacCb ykKasaTeJZIbHOro U CcpegHero nasnabues,
KOTOpble Tenepb nexanan Ha CTOoJie 3a CTeHaMu 3TON KOMHaThI.

«Ero pesanu, — OoTCTpaHeHHO nogymana Bsn, — nNpocTo B3AMU MeY, KJIUHOK WU
OObIKHOBEHHbIN KYXOHHbIN HOX — M pa3pe3ann emy pyKy, a 3a04HO AUWWMAN NYYHUKA TOro,
6e3 4ero OH JIyYHUMKOM ObITb HE MOXEeT».

B rpyau cTano TecHo. Ban 3agepxana gpixaHue, a 3aTeM Haxmypuia TOHKue 6poBu.

Han cTapuHoi 3eddpom m3geBanucb, nNbiTanau, npuunHAa 60.b.

OHa CrnoTHyna, paccMaTpuBas 3acTbiBWYW NYXy KpPOBM Mof Horamu 6opogava.

MondaHue 3aTAruMBanocb, M Ban, cobpaB ceba B eauHoe uefioe, cTapaAacb 3abbiTb O
Tep3aBWeil ee ronoBy HeCcKoHYaemoil 60au, cnpocuna nepeoe, YTO MNPUWIO HA YM:

— Bbl XOTUTe CKas3aTb, YTO 3TOT YeNoBeK U eCTb HeNwab, YbW Najblbl Bbl MHE MNOKa3anu?
XMblpb, Mo4vyecas 0bunbHO NOKPbITYH NMepXOoTbH ronoBy, XMbIKHyn W CUNIO CKa3aln:
— Ara, nanb4mKu-TO y 3BepA XBaTaHyAu, a MOTOM 3Ta TBapb B YenoBeka npeBpaTuiachb.

— flcHo. — B3n cTucHyna 3y6bl, NMXOPaAOYHO MbITAACh BbICTPOUTb B rOJIOBE AalsibHelwee
pa3BuUTHUE COOLITUN.

3edd B KneTke, U3 KOTOpoi HeT Bbixoga. Korpga, Kakum obpa3om OH TaK Craynun, 4To



MO3BO/IUN MPOCTbIM FOpPOACKMM pa3boiiHMKam noimMaTb cebs?

Heyxenn Bce 3TO npou3owno cpasy nocae TOro, Kak OHM pacCTanucb Yy TaBepHbl? Ha
CKONIbKO MUHYT B3a pa3MumHynacb ¢ pa3boWHUKAMU W3 CBOEW TUAbAUMK?

Kyya BonpocoB 6e3 eauHoro oTBeTa. [la M OTBETbl Tenepb He WMESIM 3HAYeHuA.

— Y10 y TEbA c nnuom, TeHb? — [XaHeKa HaxMypuiacb, OCTpPbIM BHUMATeE/IbHbIM B3r1A40M
paccMaTpuBan ee.

Ban BcTpeneHynacb, BbiHbIpUBAA U3 CBOUX pacTepAHHbIX MbIC1ENn .
Henb3sa, 4TO6bI [XaHeka 3anogo3puaa HenagHoe. He ceivac.

— Huyero. MbiTalcb nNnoBepuTb B TO, YTO Bbl MHE paccKka3biBaeTe, — HebpexHO noxana
nnevyamu Bsn.

Mo 60nbWOMy CYeTy OHa, MOXHO CKa3aTb, M He coBpana.

B npoucxopAawee Bepunocb c Tpyaom. 3edd 6bin 3pecb, B ropoae nwpei. 3Bepb B
YyenoBeyben uwkype.

CnycTA nonTopa [OATMX roga OH BHE3anHo noAasnseTcA nepen Ban, B36yaopaxus ee
YCTOABWYWCSA XU3Hb, W COBEpPWEHHO HEBO3MOXHbIM OOPA30M OKa3biBaeTCA B KpPYrjaoi KneTke
IxaHeku .

borun yxe He wyTwunu, OHU M3[eBasIUCHL.

Ban BHOBb HEBOJILHO 3aayManaCb O TOM, KakKue XeCTOKue UCnbiITaHnA BbiNafawT Ha ee
posnw. B ToM, 4TO 3TO UCMbITaHNE — OHa He COMHeBaJsacChb.

A MHaye KakK 06bACHUTbL TO, 4YTO ceivac ee ronybble rnasa cMoTpenu B MOTYCKHeBWWe,
3anaBwWe rnasa [Aopororo ei 4vesoBeka.

«He yenoBeka, — B COTbi pa3 nonpaBuna oHa cebsa, — HeT».

Ho 4TO camoe cMewHoe — 3TO He WMENO POBHbIM CYETOM HUKAKOrO 3HA4YeHuA.

WpoHus cyabbbl — NoAd OrHEHHbIM XapKUM COJIHLEM, OcCBewawwum oba mupa, y Hee He
OCTaNloCb HMKOroO, 3a KOro oHa Morna 6bl youTb 6e3 pasgymuin, Kpome CTau, KOTOpYH

OHa OCTaBuna.

Pam, KeHy, 3ed¢d, Kapa, [oHM — uMMA Kaxmoro B CTae 3HAYMJIO CJIMWKOM MHOro AnA Ban,
NOXOPOHUBIIEN CeHA NpPEXHHI.

Mpowso BpemA, MOMEHANCA MUp, NepeBopaynBad 6biTUe C HOr Ha rOJIOBY, MeHAA
peanbHOCTb, MeHsiA camoe cyuee.

Moa TeMHbiMM FonbiMM AepeBbAMUM 6113 [M6NOM TonNu BMecTe C JyYe3apHbiMU CUHUMU
rnasamu lleriHa norubna BO MHOrOM HauMBHaf, HEU3MEHHO BepAwWas B nydwee Bannepwu
Supu.

Ta npexHAan, yﬂH64MBaH n o4YapoBaTesibHaA Ban oTkasasnacb oT Paza, TeM cambiM
OTKa3aBUWUCb OT KaxXxaoro, KTO NpWUHAN ee 6e3 nuwHuX BONpoCoB U COMHEHMUN.



Kaxabli M3 CTau 3aKkpbll raasa Ha ee YenoBeyeckyw CYWHOCTb, NoBepuB B Hee. Ho munas
JeByllka, Nerko ofajeBawas cepauamm 6AUM3KUX, OKasanacb npepaTesbHUUeh, NyCcTb U
He Xenasa 3Toro.

NpepaTb Pa3a 3Hauyu/l0 Tak MHOro, HO MpejaTb CTaw NOYeMy-TO 3HAYWAO Kyaa 6onble.

«fl He xoTena!» — Kpuyano cepaue Bsn. OHa HedoymeBana, B KakKoi MOMEHT BCe MOWO
He TakKk — HenpaBW/IbHO, HanepekocsK.

OHa xenana cnacTtu Pasa, KOTOpHﬁ, KaK OKa3anoCb, BOBCe He HyXaancA B cnaceHuun, w”n
TOJIbKO.

HeT, 6bln10 U euwe Koe-4To BaxHoe. OHa O4YeHb XoTena 6bITb cBOGOAHOW, 3agpixadAcb B
ropofe 3a ropamu.

Pa3Be cBoboga — 3TO He TO, 4Yero JOCTOMH YesioBeK?
«bnarumm HamepeHMAMM BblJIOXEHA AOpora B CaMoe rekso, TeHb».

MpaBWIBHOCTb MPUHATOrO peweHUs He Bbi3blBasia BOMPOCOB. [eNno caenaHo, UM He CTOMNO
paccyxaaTb O TOM, Y4TO 6blI0 HEW3MEHHO.

CeroaHAa xe e 6bin gaH BbIGOp.

Ban oT4yeTnuBo, 6yaTo Ha bymare, Bugena Asa nyTu. MNepBuii NyTb NpuHagnexan TeHwu,
YrploMon MONYanMBOW [AeBYIWKe, Hawejweiln CBOe HenpuTA3aTeslbHOe MeCTO B XU3HM. PoAHON
ropof MpVHAN ee, OCbiNaB CpejHEHbKMMM B 0bwem-To 6naramum. OHa nony4una BroJiHe
cebe CbITYHW XU3Hb C BeCbMa COMHWUTE/IbHbIM CMbIC/IOM, 3aTO HaMoOJIHEHHYW TeM, 4ero Tak
He xBaTano en 6n1n3 Pasa.

Tonbko BOT cBobofa, MbAHAWAA MOHa4vany, npuenacb, MOKa3aB OCTpble 3y6bl.

3a BCce cnenoBasio MAaTUTh.

M Ban 3Hana, 4TO pacnjaTa HacTaHeT paHo uaum no3gHo. Korpa-Hubyab ee pyka
APOrHeT, WAW TOT, Ybl0 XW3Hb OHa MNpuAeT OTHATb, OKaxXeTcA KyAa NpoBOpHee ee.

BO3MOXHO, CMepTb Moaxuaana AeBYyWKY B MNbAHOW YNUYHOW Apake WM B TEMHOM
NMoABOPOTHE OT PYyKU 3aBUCTAUBOrO, HO MeHee yAayIMBoro ¢asopuTa [xaHekw.

A mMoxeT 6blITb, OHa CaMa 3aKOHYUT BCe 3TO, MPOCHYBWWCb PaHHUM YTPOM U BHE3aAMHO
0CO3HaB, 4YTO TakaA XW3Hb el obpbigna.

3TOT nepBblil NYTb, Ha4YepyeHHbll KpPOBbK, O3Ha4van, 4To 3edd yMpeT cCerogHAa wuam
3aBTpa, 3aMy4eHHbld pa36oilHMKamu, a TeHb, /MU0 KOTOpPOW CKPOET KanwwoH, byaeTt
CTOATbL B CTOpOHe U HabnwaaTb, 3aKoBaB CBoe cepAue B fef.

CTouno oHo ToOro?

Ban comHeBanachb. npOMeHHTb Apyra Ha CBOHW HUKYEMHYKH XW3Hb, KOTOpaA U Tak
nogxoamna K cBoemMy Jiorm4eCckomy KOHLUY, He Mnosy4YanoCb pAaxe B MbICNAX.

MosToMy oCTaBanCs BTOPOM MyTb — BCMOMHUTb, KTO OHa Takas.



Ban onycTuna rnasa, paccmaTpuBas o6BMBaWWMiA ee pyKy 30JI0TO bpacneT.

Tbl. MoAa. Cob6CTBEHHOCTb.

Jeno passe B 3ToM? HeT.

CnoBa Pa3a, cKa3aHHble UM KOrga-To C FHeBOM B rosnoce, 601b OTAABaAMCb B cepaue,
HO B35 noHumana, 4YTO 3TO He rnaBHoe. Bpacnet 6onbwe He onuueTBopAn cobon ux
OTHOWEHUA, pacTep3aHHble, UCYE3HYBWME B XaAHbIX YeNCTSAX peasibHOM XU3HW.

BepHee, Tenepb OH oAMUETBOPAN COOON He TONbKO MX.

YCTaBuBWUCL HAa CcOB6CTBEHHOEe 3anAcTbe, Ban obpeTana CKpbiTyl Mpexae UCTUHY.

HecoMHeHHO, OHa BCe ewe npuHagnexana Pa3a, NycTb M CaM YepHblit GaprecT He
nogospeBan o6 3ToM.

Ho ewe oHa npuHagnexana cTae Pasa.

He umeno 3HayeHuA, 4TO AyMawT O Hel, npepaslein CBoero Boxaka, cBoero epsoro,
CaMM YJieHbl 3TOW MAJIEHbKOW CMNI0OYEHHOW rpynnbl. BaxHO To, 4TO Ban 3Hana: paxe
CNycTA rofpl, AecCATUNETUA, B CaMbli NOCAEAHUA AeHb CBOEN XU3HU OHa, ecau

notpebyetca, OoTOPOCUT BCe M BCTAHET Ha WUX CTOPOHY.

— 2% Toi! — BaneT BbiTaWMA M3 HOXEH KOPOTKWW Mey u, JIOBKO Urpaa uMm B pyke,
HanpaBuacA K kneTke. — i, Henwab! MNpeBpaTucb B 3BepA!

3edpd monyan, cBepna B3rnagoMm npubauxawwerocsa pasbonHuka.

Ban cxana nanbubl, C TPpyAOM MNbiTaACb cOBpaTbCA C MbICAAMA W HAWUTWU BbIXOA M3
C/IOXUBWENCA CUTyauuu.

Bbixoma oHa He Bugena.

— Y Hero wepcTb nof Koxein! MapuHbA pacckasbiBana, 4Y4TO €C/AM CHATb C HenwaAa KOxy,
TO Tam 6yaeT BoNYbA WKypal! — cyeTaMBo 06NU3HYB HWXHIOW ryby B NpeaBKYyWeHUU KpoOBw,
KPUKHYN XMbIpb .

Boan cpenana 6b10 war K kKjeTke, HO pe3KO OCTAaHOBW/ACb, 3aAepXuBas AbixaHue.

Cton. Hukakux nocnelwHbiX ABWMXEHUM. HUKakunx AencTBUIA Ha SMoLMAX.

BaneT ¢ monyanuBoro ofobpeHus [xaHeku NpUbAM3UACA K KJeTKe M pe3Ko MpOCYHy
ne3Bue Me4da CKBO3b NpyTbA. 3edd oTNpAHYNn B CTOpPOHY, BOBpeMA yrajaB ero

HamepeHuA.

BaneT 3axoxoTan u, nogbagpuBaemMbini KpyTAWMMCA OKOMO Hero Xmblpem, BHOBb chenan
BbiNag,.

Barnag 3epda, HENOHATHbI, HE rOBOPAWWA HUYEro O ero MbICISIX, CKONb3HYyNA no Ban,
Bbi3bIBAA Y TOW CTpaHHOe ouereHeHue.

Mey 3apjen 6opojaya no b6efpy, OWyTWMO paHWB €ro Bbllle KoseHa. [NOTHas TKaHb WTAHOB



nponuTanacb TEeMHOW KpoBbl. Bypble Kanau AByMA MJKWXaMWM ynaau Ha nos.
— MonuuT, 3apasal! — yauMBNeHHO MpoTAHyn BaneT, obopaynBadAcb K rocrioxe.
— MNpoponxait! — noxana Ta nnedyamum. — [OCMOTPUM, CKOJIbKO OH BbILEPXMUT.

Ban, meaneHHo cxods C yma OT cobCcTBeHHOro 6e3peldcTBUA, MONOXWNIA NAfOHb HA
PYKOATb KWHXana.

— Yero ypymana, a, TeHb? — OuwyuweHue CTajsu Ha ropsae 3acTaBuIO ceppue [POTrHYTb.
KanwwoH ynan Ha nnedun, u B3an 3amepna, 4yBCTBYA [AbixaHuMe 3MeAa y CBOero yxa. —
foBopu, noka He npupesan!

OcTpoe ne3Bue uUapanHyso KOXy. XOTenoCb CrjioTHYyTb, HO Ban He mMorna — npuxaTbil K
ropay AJIMHHBIA HOX BAABAMBAJICA B ropTaHb. TOHKAA CTpyilKa KpOBW CKOJIb3HY/la BHU3,
weko4a KOXY.

— D1, cyyka, — npowenTtan €W Ha yxo 3mel, — MNpU3HABaWCA, 3Haewb OTOro XpeHa?

OHa, CKOMKaB MbiC/M, Aaxe He Hawna B cebe cun yauBnaTbCcA npo3opnmBocTn 3mea. C
Hero CTaHeTCA — C/AMWKOM OH 6bln1 ymMeH. HaBepHAKa Bce npo4uTan no 6HaegHomy auuy.

BonHoBano ppyroe.

Ban Bugena, kKak MoBopayMBaeTCHA rocrnoxa, NpuBJeYeHHaa cyeToil no3aau cebsa. Bupgena,
Kak OKpYrfiunucb ee rnasa, Habnwpas 3mea, MNPUXMMABLIErO HOX K liee ee JIOMMUMUBI.

U opHOBpeMEHHO OAWH MOJIHUEHOCHLIN yAap KOpOTKMM Me4yoMm 3acTaBun 3edda wapaxHyTbcA
B CTOpPOHY, TAXeno npunagaa Ha paHeHyw Hory.

— TeHb.. — pacTepAHHO ckKa3ana [xaHeka.

Bpema 3amepnunno cBOoW b6er, C/IOBHO npeBpaTuUBLNCL B 6ecKoHeYHbI BogoMag MecYMHoOK B
CTaApUHHbLIX MeCO4YHbIX YacaX.

Ha ponw MrHoBeHua 6yATO BCMblLKa CBEpKHY/a B rosose.
..3aMepna, 4YyBCTBYA OCTPYW TOYKY, rAe KJIMHOK KacancCs KOXM.

— Ybun, — o03By4YMBaA 0O4YeBUAHOE, Cyxo npoum3Hec Pa3a. — OHa npocTo 60MTCA MeHA, HO
A Bepw, 4YTO MHOrAa OHa MOXeT YXOAWTb B HaCTOAWYH 3awuTy.

«fl MOry MHoro 6osble, — nogymana Ban, cTuckuBaa nanbUbl HA YEpHON pyKoATU, — KyAad
6onbwe, 4Yem Tbl MOXewb cebe nNpeAcTaBUTb, MOW MecC».

— HepocTolHbin... npuem!
XonopgHole 4YepHble raasa CcMeanuchb.
— Korga 3axoyelwb XUTb — 3TO He bOyAeT MMeTb 3HayeHuA!

«Bce BepHO, Paza. W ecnm moA XM3Hb Masio 4Yero CTOUT, TO MO3BOAUTbL yMmepeTb 3eddy A
He Mory».



Ban 6bICTPO, YBEPEHHO W HEY/NIOBUMO BbiHYNa CBOW KJMHOK, JIOBKUM ABUXEHUEM KUCTH
pa3BepHy/sa ero v BCagwWna B MArkuii 60k 3Med, OLHOBPEMEHHO YKJ/IOHAACH OT
LPOrHYyBWEro B ero pyke Hoxa. Jle3Bue oboapano KOXy Ha lWwee, a 3aTeM OHa yAapoM
HOMM OTMUXHYJ/lAa 3axpuneBwero 3MeA Ha3aj, M3BOPAYMBAACH M Mporumbasacb B ChuHe,
OTNpbLIrMBaA B CTOPOHY. KpOBb XJbiHYy/Na Ha non, 6pbi3ramu naykas WTaHbl.

Pyka 3awna 3a CNWHYy, HblpHY/a noj KypTKY, KOPOTKWUN MeTaTesibHbli HOX Jier B NafOHb,
CBEpKHY/ B BO3AyXe CTajibl, a 3aTeM BOH3W/ACA B ropno obangeno xJjonawwero raasamu
BaneTa.

XMblpb, eABa MOHABWWUIA, YTO NPOUCXOAUT, OBEpPHYNCHA M TYyT Xe ynan Ha KoNeHu, c
yOMBNEHWEM pacCcMaTpuBas KOPOTKYH pYKOSITb MeTaTeNbHOro HOXa, TOop4Yalero U3 rpyau.
Bonbwoit KpoBaBbli My3blpb B3AYyNCA Ha ero rybax W SOonHyA, U pa3boWHUK, KakK HAOWTIN
KapTopenem Mewok, TAXENO yran JIMLOM BHU3.

— TeHb! — rpomMko KpukHyna [xaHeka, a 3aTeM ee HeKorga Henobpble, MOJHble XWU3HU
rnasa 3akaTuiucb BBepX.

KpoBb XxnablHyna, 3anuvBaA nuuo. [blpa OTKpLITOro pTa 3axpunena, 3abynbkana, u
[xaHeka, MOAHAB PYyKUM B HEMOM Mpu3biBe, MOBaauWAacb Ha non. Topyawuit u3o nba
MeTaTesIbHbli HOX He OCTaBW/ el WaHca.

Ban, TAxeno pplwa, nogHAnA XeCTKUA B3rnag, ropeBWMid CcyMmacweawum, wucnenenswwum
nnameHem, u KoT, CrAoTHyB, MNOMNATUACA Ha3ag, Bpawas 6e3yMHbIMM a3aMu, HUYEro He
coobpaxad OT OXBATUBLWErO CTpaxa.

JlonaTkn ero ynepaucb B NpyTbA KNeTKW, OH B3APOrHyn BCeM TenoMm, obopauyvMBaAchb Ha
efne ynoBUMOe ABWXeHWe c3agu. Pyku 3eddpa chaBuaM ero ropno, OH 3akpuydan wu3
nocnefHuMx Cua, a MOTOM TOHKAaA Wes XPYCTHyNna, W Teno, oTO6poweHHoe B CTOPOHY,
6ecnosesHbiM KyJieMm ynasao Ha non.

U B mur, korga rnasa Ban BcTpeTunucb ¢ B3raagom 3edda, oHa BApPYr MOHANA, KakK
ApoxXaT ee pyKkMu.

— Y10 5TO0? — owaneno 6opmoTan HUKC, ornAapiBaA WUMPOKO PaCMaxXHYTbiMUM CepbiMU Faa3amu
OKpOBaBJ/IEHHble Tena, Jsexawume Ha NOAy KOMHaTbl. — YTO 3TO Takoe? YT1o 3TO, TeHb?
Yto?

— Y Hac Mano BpeMeHU AAA MNpUYUTAHWUn, — oTpe3ana Ban, Mopwacb OT Cxumawwei ee
OFHEHHbIM KONbLOM FONOBHOW 60AM. — B Kopugope KTO-TO 6bin?

— He 3Haw, — pacTepAHHO, He OTBOAA B3r/A4a OT Ten Ha nosay, npobopmoTan NapHUWKA,
— He 3Haw, He 3Haw..

— [la npuan Tbl B cebsa! — Ban cxBaTuna ero 3a MJieYn, XOpOWEHbKO BCTpAXUBaAA. —
Hukc, Tbl HyxeH MHe ceidac! Ham He BblbpaTbcA OTClpa, €cnu Tbl HE HayHelb
coobpaxaTb!

— fA.. pa, TeHb. [a, A.. — HAKC CcrnoTHyn, oTpbiBaa B30op OT Tena [kaHekun u nepesops
ero Ha Ban. — A TyT. [Qa.



— 3pecb ecTb 4YeppadHaa necTHUUA, Cblwvwb? Y Hac He 6onee nosny4yaca, noka
OCTaNbHble He 3anofo3pAT HenagHoe. Tol B FUAbAMM [ABHO, Thl AOMXEH 3HaTb 3TO
3paHue. C Kpbllum eCTb BbIXOAbl? — B3n Kpenko CTUCHYNa pyKu Manbuyuwku, u Hukc, B
rnasax KOTOpOro BCe ele cBepkaja UCKOpka 6e3ymua, pacTepAHHO 3amopran.

— Tol ybuna [xaHeky, — Tyno npou3Hec OH, 3acTaBnAA Ban 3acToHaTb oT bHeccunwua.
OHa pbiBKOM OTnycTuna Hukca M oTBepHynacb, MpuxuMmasa nafjoHb Ko nby.

«Qymai, maTb TBOW, Bannepu, gyman!»

— YTO-TO OH He CUAbHO CMblwAeHbln Yy TebAa, — Tuxo ckasan 3edd.

Bopogay cToAn pAAoOM, 3axuMaa nanbLaMW 3[0POBOA PYKU paHy Ha WMCKaneYeHHOW.
Ban 3aKkycuna HuxHww ryby, rpybo oTTO/IKHYJa HOCKOM camnora KpyTAwerocAa y Hor Pawa
M 6bICTPbLIM WAroM HanpaBwuaacb K HENpPUMETHON AepeBAHHOW ABEpU, CKPbITOW B TEMHOM

Hulle KOMHaThI.

Boibopa He 6b1O — NyTb OCTaBaJiCA TO/MbKO OAMH. BepHyTbcsA B obwme KOpuAopbl 34aHUSA
6biBWEro ckiaja 3Ha4yuWio nognucaTb cebe CMepTHbI NPUrOBOp.

OHa fAepHyna ABepHOe KOJbLO, YXe 3apaHee 3HAas, YTO BCe YCUAMA TWeTHbl. [iBepb 6bina
3anepTa.

— TBow xe! — Ban B cepauax pyrHysnacb M CO BCEW CU/bl yaapuna B Hee MNJeYoM.

MoTom ewe u ewe. [Bepb 3ackpunena, HO He MNoaganacb, MPOYHO YAEpPXMBAA CBOU
rpaHuUbI.

— [fari-ka a! — 3edd akkypaTHO, HO TpeboBaTeNbHO OTOABUHYN Ban, KOCHyBWMCb ee
NoKTA.

bopoday npuHaner u Bpe3ancA BCeM TeJioM B MNe4yasnbHO XpYCTHYBllee AepeBo.

— 3edd, pa Tol ybbewbcA! — OHa yBuaena, Kak B3AY/UCb BeHbl Ha ero wee. Kanenbku
nota 3abnectenn Ha nby. — OTOWAM, Tbl U TaK ene XuBon!

— Tbl, KOHEYHO, KaxXucCb, Tenepb KpyTaa, HO Bce Xe 6aba. OTongu npoyb!

Bopogay okuHyn Ban Bblpa3uTeNbHbIM B3rnAagoM, OT KOTOPOro 3axoTesoCb MpOBaUTbLCA
CKBO3b 3eM/I0, U TYT Xe yAapwa B ABepb HOroih — OHa XJUMNKO oTjaeTesa B CTOPOHY,
NOBMCHYB Ha OAHOWN neTne.

— MNpocTu, 3abbna, C KeM uUMew Aeno, — OTOponeso cka3ana OHa.

3edpd cnabo ynblbHYNCHA U KUMBHYN B OTKPLIBWMACS TEMHbIA MpPOeM.

— Hy 4TO0, Beau, TeHb, — C ABYCMbIC/IEHHOW YCMEWKOW npousHec bHoponad.

Boan obepHynacb, He xenas, 4Tobbl 06OpOTEeHb BUAEN BbipaXeHWe ee nvua B 3TY CeKYHAy,
M CcxBaTuna 3acThiBLEro Kak W3BasHue Hukca 3a 3anAcTbe.



— lleBenucb, Hy xe! — Ban noTawuna ero 3a coboi, M MapHUWKA, OYHYBWUCb, BCKUHYN
rofioBy M nocnewusn 3a Hei, eaBa He nepexonsa Ha 6er.

— He TsHM Tbl, TeHb, 60sbHO Xe! Uay Aa! — HuKC BblAepHYNn CBOW pyKy W noTep
3anAcTbe. — BbIXo4 C KpblllM e€CTb, A MNOKaxy.

— OT/AUYHO, — MOYYBCTBOBAB obneryeHue, KuWBHyna emy Ban, xecTom noa3biBas Pawa.
Mec AepHy/n yXOM W MOC/YWHO Moaowen K Xo3sike.

3edpd XMbIKHyn, ucyesana B TeMHON rnybuHe npoxopa, OCTAaB/ASAA Ha MOTOM MHOTO
HeBbICKA3aHHbIX BOMPOCOB.

B nocnepgHuit pa3 oHa obepHynacb M, 06BOAS B30OPOM fexawue Ha Moay Tena, nNponycTus

nepen coboi 4TO-TO HepBHO 6Hopmoudyuwero cebe noj HOC Hukca, CTynuna B MOTrOTUBLYH
ee TeHb.

KoHeL, o3HakomuTesnbHOro ¢parmeHTa. KynuTb NOJHYW KHUFY Bbl MOXETe Ha CTpaHuuke
aBTopa: https://www.litres.ru/olga-aro-24358933/prikosnovenie-zverya/



