HUBanoBa Oabsra

JKEMYYXKHAS IIPUHIIECCA, PYEMHOBBINU KOPOJIb. OTEOP
HJIA TPAKOHA



I'maBa 1

XBOCT HelllaHOo Kaj B 0egpax, a YelUIyHKH TOIIOPIIUIINCE, TPO3sI OTOPBAThCA. 1 C mocamoi IpUKycusia
ry0y: Hy BoT! HOoBOTOIHME MTPa3IHUKY HE TIPOILIN IJIT MEeHs O0ecclieqHO U OCTaBUIu O cebe BOCIIOMUHAHUE
B BUIE MapPHI-TPOUKHU TUIMTHUX KUIOTPaMMOB. M Kak Telepb IMOKa3aThCsa Ha myonuke? TsxKeno B3OOXHYB,
Opocuia B3TJISI[ Ha CBOe OTpPaXkKeHHUe B 3epKaJsie: fa... Pycasouka yxKe He Ta...

Bce, AnuHa, ¢ 3aBTpalllHero AHSI — Ha CTporyo aueTy! Hy>kHo cpodHO npuBecTtu cebs B popmy, IToKa
MUuUpOHOB He BEPHYJICSA CO CBOEr0 FOPHOJIBIXKHOI0O KypopTa. bocCc y2K TOYHO He OLIeHUT TBOU
OKpyTuBIIHECsS (GOPMBI ¥ BEITOHUT B3atiei! 1 2KuBO ITpeacTaBuia, Kak 9TOT 3aHyJa CAaMOIUYHO U3MEpPseT
MHe 6e,11pa, TaJIUIO U T'PYAb U KPUBUT JIOIIIE€HOE JIMIIO, KOI'la CAHTUMETD IMOKA3bIBa€T Ha HECKOJIBKO
meneHuit 60JbIIe «30JI0TOr0» CTaH#apTa — npecnoByTHX 90-60-90. ByaTo y Hac He BomHOE LIOY A1
IeTel, a MoOeIbHOe areHTCTBO!

4 Harwymachk NONPaBUTH CKJIAOKY Ha TOHKOM OJIeCcTAINeld TKaHU XBOCTA M BAPYT yCJIBIIIANIa TPECK: 1II0B Ha
Oenpe Bce-Taku pas3oIlesics. Pyraynack ¥ 6pocusiack Ha IOUCKU CYMKH, Te CPEIU IIPOYel ThHICIYU U
OOHOM «HYXKHOW» MeJIOYM y MeHs Obljla TpUIIaceHa KaTyIlKa HUTOK M UTrojiKa. [loka 3aImuBaia OBIPKY,
HECKOJIBKO pa3 yKO0JIoJlach, IIOCTIeIHUE — 0o KpoBu. CHOBa BEIpyranach, TOJIBKO Telleph C 00UIoN U
3aKUIIAIoMUMU clle3aMu. BHe3amHo HaBanuiach Takas yCTaJloCTh U 0€3bICXOHOCTD, YTO 3aX0TEJI0Ch
caMo¥ TIocjiaTh BCe K 4epTsaMm!..

Hapoeno!.. Kak ke MHe HafoeJsio... JTa BeuHasi HepBOTpPeIlKa, CTpax cHaejiaTh He TOT IIar, cKa3aThb He TO,
oTePATh paboTy... OcTaTbCs OMHOM. ..

BrpoueM, g U Tak yxKe ofHa... Teneps, Korga eqUHCTBEHHas oapyra TaHs BHIILIA 3aMyX 3a
QHTTMYaHWHA U IIepeexasia K HeMy B JIMBepPIysb, ¥ IOTOBOPUTH IO AyIIaM OOJbIle He C KeM... BoT
II03TOMY ¥ IpOCHuIesia BCe MPa3gHUKHU JoMa B OOHUMKY C TAa3UKOM OJIUBhE M TOPTUKOM, 3aemas
OOWHOYECTBO, Telleph Ke JlaTalo KOCTIOM, KOTODPHIM CO CII0B MUPOHOBA CTOUT Kak «IiaThe oT lllaHenb», a
Ha caMOM fJeJie KyIUIeH y KUTallleB 3a TPU KOMEUKN...

Ycrana...

Mawma, MaMoO4Ka, KaK xXe MHe Te0s He xBaTaeT... [ToueMy s He ymIyia Torma BMecTe ¢ To601?.. Ha rnasa
CHOBa HaBEPHYJIUCH CJIe3Hl, @ B IaMATH 3aMeJIbKalu KapTUHKYU IIPOILIOro: HOUb, 3aCHEeXKeHHas CKOJIb3Kas
mopora, MaMa 3a pyJieM, s — PSOoM, MUKPOaBTOOYC, BEICKOYUBIIINI HABCTPEUY, IPKUU CBET ¢ap IpsiMo B
ra3a, ymap... [lotom Mecsnrl 601, He TONbKO GU3ndecKo... M qukoi nycToTH B gyile... Iloutu rom no
fonpHUIIAM, IPOIYCK BCETO HECATOro Kijlacca, HeBO3MOXKHOCTD U3-3a TPaBMBI BEPHYTHCSI B CHHXPOHHOE
I1aBaHue... Bce mony4yeHHBle Mefany, 6e3 AT MUHYT MacTep CIOPTa, IEPCIEeKTHUBLL, MEeYTH 00 y4acTUH
B OnuMnuage — Bce K 4epTy... TOIbKO BCe 3TO HUYTO 110 CPaBHEHUIO C YyTPaTOM caMoro OJIN3KO0TI0
4yeJioBeKa... M1 omuHO4YecTBa, CTaBIIEero HEOTheMJIEMOM YacThio Moel XKU3HU. UTo Xe KacaeTcs OTIia, TO
IIocJie CMepPTU MaMEl OH IIPeBpaTHuiCs B TeHb. HeT, Tana He ylIes TOrfa B 3aIll0¥ U He IBITAICSI HaJl0XKUTh
Ha ce0s pyKH, ofeBasl MeHsI ¥ KOPMUJI, HO IIPX 9TOM BCe PaBHO HaxXxo#ujcs OYATO I'oe-TO COBCeM HajleKo,
IIOTPY2KEeHHEHIH B cBoe rope. [IpaBaa, cefidyac y Hero yzKe BCe XOPOIIO: HOBas KeHa U Apyras CeMbs.
O6uzxaroch 1 g Ha Hero? Huckomnbko... Kaxkapiii BEIXKUBaeT KaK MOXKeT. A ellle y KaXI0ro cBoi nmyTs. Uy
MeHs ToxKe. Ecnu Obl TONIBKO 3HATH, TOe OH U Kyda UATH...

Hy Bce, AnuHa, goBOIbHO. MUHYTKA 2KalOCTH K cebe 3aKOHUYMIACh. XBAaTUT paciyckaTh HioHu! Cobpana
BOJIIO B KyJIaK — ¥ Brepen. CyacTbe U ymada yaei0aloTCs TOJIBKO CUJIBHBIM, KaK IOBOpPMIIa Mama. A elre
OHa IIpPOCuJla HUKOT[a He COaBaThCH...

— AnmH, BpeMsi, — 3arjsiHy/la B TPUMEPKYy HanapHula no Homepy CBeta. — Yepe3 OeCATh MUHYT
Ha4YUHaeM...

— Wny-uny, — s IOCIIELIHO OTBEPHYJICS, CMaxXUBasi CIe3bl: ellle OfHa Cj1aboCTh, KOTOPYIO HUKTO He
OOJIXKeH yBUAETH. [[JIT MeHs HeT CTpalllHee YHUXKEHUs, YeM IIJlakKaTh Ha moasax. — Celyac...

91 OTNOXKMJIa UTOJIKY C HUTKOM Ha CTOJIMK OKOJIO 3epKaja, IJITHyJla B Hero HalocCIeNoK, YTOOk OMIPaBUTh
BOJIOCHI, ¥ MEXOYy OeJIOM IIoXBanuia ceds, YTO BUepa BCe-TaKu yCIesa HOOKPACUTh KOPHU M OCBEKUTH
LIBET: Ha 9TOT Pa3 OTTEHOK «KPaCHOTO [iepeBa» IIOIYyYHUIICSI 0COOEHHO HACHIIEHHBIM U SPKUM. [To4TH Kak y
TOM caMOM pyCaJIouKu ApPU3Jib, POJIb KOTOPOU celuac IPUIOEeTCS UCIOJIHUTE Ilepeq OeTUIIKaMU U UX
POOUTESIMH.

E1me pa3 mpoBepuia, BCce U B IOPSIOKE C KOCTIOMOM, M HaIllpaBUJIach K BuIXomy. [IpemcTaBiieHue elne He
HaYaJloCh, a 5 y>XKe MedTajla IIOCKOpPeM CHATH C ce0s 9TOT A0 y2Kaca Y3KUM XBOCT, B KOTOPOM
TepeaBUTaTLCS MOTy4YasloCh TOJIBKO MaJeHbKUMU MIaXKOYKaAMU.

CBeTa yKe cuzesia Ha Kpai 6acceiiHa, TOTOBasI [0 CUTHAJIY CIIYCTUTLCS B BOAy. BpoueM, pe3epsyap, B
KOTOPOM IIPOXOAHJIO BCE MEHCTBO, He GBI MOX0K Ha 6accelH B MPUBHIYHOM BCeM NMOHUMaHuU. CKopee, Ky0
C IPO3PaYHBIMU CTeHAMU. MEI MOTPYKaIUCh B HETO CBEPXY, 3PUTENH XKe CUIeNIM BHU3Y ¥ HaGIonanu 3a
IIpefcTaBleHUeM depe3 CTeKJIO, TOUHO Ha 9KpaHe. f oKasanach y IIepuJl, YTO pacloyarajiuch 1o



IIepuMeTPY IJIOMagKu v 6acceliHa, U CIydalHo Opocuia B3T/IsL B 3pUTENbHEIN 3aj1. CamMa 51 Obljia B TEHU U
HEMIOCTYITHA TI'Jla3aM coOPaBIIUXCS, @ BOT OHU, OCBEIIleHHbIE TTI0Ka IPKUMU JTaMIIaM¥, HallpOTUB, 0Ka3aJIuCh
Yy MeHS Kak Ha JIafoHu. M cpenu 3TOM IecTpOoM TOJIIHI B3TJISIT BEIXBATHUII 3HAKOMOE MYZKCKO€ JIHUIIO.
[TaBnuK, Mo¥ OBIBIINIM. A PSIAOM C HUM — IOEBYIIIKa C TOPYAIUM BIepen 6epeMeHHBIM XKUBOTUKOM. Ceppile
Cpasy BCTPEIeHyJIoCh B HErOJJOBaHUU: 3aUeM OH IIPUBeEJI ee ciofa? Benb 3HaeT, YTO g BEICTYIIAIO B 3TOM
moy!

JIuiro ITaBnuka BeIpaxKaao 6€3MITEKHOCTD U c4acThe. IMEeHHO ¢ TakKuM 01a’KeHHBIM BUAOM OH COOOIIUIT
MHE, UTO y HEeTrO BCe TO BpeMsi, T0Ka MBI BCTPeYaInch, OblIa ellle OgHa AeByIIKa. M mo6ui oH Hac
OOVHAKOBO CUJIbHO. BOT TONBKO Ta, Opyras, ciydalHo 3abepeMeHesa. «[IofMuU, MaIbIll, —
IIPOHUKHOBEHHO I'OBOPHJI OH, IIOKa A HpeGBIBa_TIa B IIPOCTPAluu OT TaKkoMn ,,OH.IeJ'[OMHTeJ'IBHOfI" HOBOCTH, —
ecym GBI 9TO CITy4YHIJIOCH C TOOOM, TO 51 ObI 6€3 PAa3roBOPOB KEHUJICS Ha Tebe, a ¢ AHel paccrascs. Tenepsb
Ke MHe IPUOETCS OTOPBATh OT ceppna Tebsi, MaJlblll, ¥ B3STh Ha ce0sI OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a pebeHKa
AHioTHL. Bce ke g He X04y IIOCTYIIaThb HEIIOPAOOYHO. MHe 60JILHO YXOOUTB, HO 4 YBEPEH, 4YTO TEI ellle
Oymelllb cyacTiuBa. M He mepKu Ha MeHs 37a». He mepzkath 371a? [la B TOT MOMEHT ST BOBCE HHUETO He
YyBCTBOBAJIA, JIWIIE MIOJIHEHIIEE OMyCTOIEHHEe. I CHOBa OMMHOYECTBO, C KOTOPEIM YK€ ITOYTHU
CPOIHMIIACK...

Ho BOT ceiiuac, *MEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT, Pa303JIujiach Ha IlaBuKa: HEyKeJlu ¥ HETO HET COBCEM COBECTHU?
A TOT, He moTaAbIBasICh, YTO 32 HUM HaOIIIOAIOT, HEJKHO ITOTJIa’KUBal PYYKY CBOel AHIOTHI U HOBOJIBHO
ITyPUIICS, TPEABKYyIllas MpeAcTaBiieHue. YTo XK, «MaJlbIIll», X04ellb 1110y? ByneT Tebe 1ioy!

Kak pa3 B 3ajie morac CBeT, @ BMECTO HUX 3aropeynuch cCobUThl, HallpaBjIeHHbIe Ha BOJHYIO CIIEHY-KY0.
I'parynu nepBble aKKOPALI My3HIKH, YTO SABJSJIOCH IJig Hac co CBeTOM CBOETO poJa CUTHAJIOM K Hadalay
BrICTyIUIeHUSA. OOBIYHO HalapHUIla MOTPyzKajlack IIEePBOM, HO B 3TOT pas, IOATrOHseMasl pa3gpaXkKeHueM Ha
OBIBIIIETO, 51 €e onepenuia. [IpEIrHysa, 3a9eM-TO CIOejlaB B BO3AyXe CalbTo, OyITO €ro MOT OLEHUTh KTO-TO
KpOoMe MeNlaHXOoNMn4HOoU CBeThl, pa3pe3asa BOOHYIO I'JIafb U... MeHs BHe3allHO 3aKPYTHUIIO, 3aBEPTeEIIo,
BTATHUBas B HEKYIO BOPOHKY. f make UCIyraTh He ycliella, MCIIbITalNa JIMIbh U3yMJIEHUEe: OTKya 30eCh
BOZOBOPOT? YTO 3a riynas myTka? MeHs Ke IpOoAoJIzKalio 3acacklBaTh BHYTPh BOOHOU CIIMpasy, U BCe
MOWM TIOTIBITKY ITPOTUBOCTOSITH 9TOM cujie OBUIM XKaJiku U OecIiojie3Hbl. Bo3ayx B JIErKUX KOHYUJICS, I CTalla
3ax1ebrIBaThCS, HO CIlacaTh MeHS HUKTO He criemny. M Torma s oT4eTINBO OCO3HAma: 3TO KOHeIl. BoT ke
WPOHUS CyObOBI: TOTUOHYTH OT CTUXUU, KOTOpPas Bcerpga Oniyta Tebe 611mKe OCTaIbHBIX.. .

Co3HaHUe MTOCTENEHHO 3aTyXaJio, TOKUAas MeHs, HO S BCe JKe yCIiejla 3aMeTUTh, KaK HaBCTpedy MHe, U3
caMoit 6e3[HHI, IIIBIBET AEBYIIKA, CMYTHO 3HAKOMas...

«Jla aTO XKe I», — YOuBJIEHUE OBIJIO COBCEM BSINILIM. I'J1a3a 3acTiania IIeJIeHa, U 1 y2Ke He IIbITaJlaChb
IIOHATH, PE€AJIBHOCTD 3TO UJIN IIPpEeJCMEePTHad Urpa MOero BOOGpa)KeHI/IH.

A moTom HaCTyIIXuJla TbMa.

Csert efBa mpo6UBAJICS CKBO3b TOJIIY BOOEI, ¥ BOKPYT LAPHUJI MOIyMpakK. CTas UIyCTPHEIX CepeOPUCTEIX
PHIGOK IIPOHECIACH IPSIMO Yy MOET0 JINIIA, IeKOTHO 3afeBasi HOC, JIOO U Ieku. §1 maxke IOMOPIINIIACh U
YyTh HE YUXHYJI4, HO BMECTO 9TOTO M30 PTa ¥ HOCA BHIPBAJIMCH BO3AYIIHBIE TY3BIPHKH.

M-Mm-M... [TocTotiTe. 3enenoBaTtas Boga. Ctas pei6ok. KcTaTu, a Ha yeM 9T0 s mexy? [IpoBena pykou
psiooM c coboi: MeNnKuUM IecodYek, pakyllka Kakas-To... Pa3Be 9To Hall 6accerH? IToBepHYysia TOJI0BY B
OOHY CTOPOHY, APYTYIO: CTEKJISTHHEIX CTEH Ky0a He BUIHO, KaKue-TO 6eCKpaliHue BOJTHbBIE TPOCTOPHL. ..
Bmaneke IpoONEBIIN €llle HECKOJIBKO PHIOENIeK, IOKPYITHEE IPEKHUX U C IPKO-KPACHBIMHU ITJITaBHUKaMU.
YTO-TO HE IPUIIOMHUHAIO B HallleM OacceliHe TaKuX pui0. PLIOBI-TIONMyTrau OblIu, 6€10-0paHKeBhIe KIIOYHHI,
KoTopeie Hemo, Toke O6bUTH, PUGOBHEIX KpacaBUI] HEJAaBHO 3allyCTHUJINM, @ TAKUX TOYHO He OBIJIO, KaK U
cepeOpUCTHIX B cTalke... 11 BOH TOTo pO30BOT0 Kopassa ToXe He IIOMHIO...

— Huuero He moHNMalw, — mpolirernTaa 3adyM4YnBO.

U B cremyiommii MUT ITOXOJIOAEeNa OT cTpaxa. Kakue, K uepTy, peiOKu? Kakue Kopasisl? f OwImry, 4epT
no6epu! [y B Boge! Y ToBOPIO He 3axj1e0bIBAsICh! ..

IDepHyIack BceM KOPIIyCOM BIIEPE., MBITasiCh OTTOJIKHYTHCS U MOOHSATHCS, HO IIOJIYYUIIOCh TOJIBKO
TIEPEBEPHYTHCS Ha KUBOT. BOT ke HeymoOHBIN y3KUM XBOCT! ¢ MOTAHYyIach K 3aCTEXKe, YTOOH 0CIabuTh
ero, ¥ CHOBa OHeMeJIa, TOJILKO OT ellle OOJIBIIero yKaca: BMECTO TKaHU U Yellyek U3 IaleToK pyka
HalllyIlajla He4yTo IJIalkoe, CKOJIb3KOE U SIBHO... KUBOe. ¢ cOesaia HOBBIM PBHIBOK, U MHE HaKOHEI] yOaJloCh
IPUHATE cuAsdee nojnoxenne. U paccMmorpeTs TO, 4TO OBUIO y MEHS BMeCTO HOT. XBocT. HeT, He TOT, 94TO
eJle HaTsAHYyJa Ha cebs mepeq IOy, a HACTOSIINMY, KaK y PHIOHL... U3yMpPYOHEIH, C IepiaMyTPOBLIM
OTJIMBOM, BHU3Y OH 3aKaHYMBAJICSA OOBIINM, TOYHO Beep, TOTyO0BaTHIM IJITaBHUKOM. I OH OBl OB
mpekpaceH, ecinu Onl... Horu! I'me mou Horu?! Bepuute MHue ux! ¢ B maHWKe Havasa OLIyObIBaTh ce0s
masbllle, Ho OOHapyzKuJja JIUIIb OTCYTCTBHE MU UYUKa-paKylliek. B ocTaJbHOM ke, HAaCKOJIbKO MOTJI!
OLIEHUTH MOWM TIaJIbLIEI, BCE OBIJIO HA MECTEe: HOC, POT, YIIIM ¥ HUKAKuX kabp! [laxke BOJIOCH], Bpope, ObUTH
MOUMHU: TOT K€ KpaCHOBaTHIM OTTEHOK U AnuHa. Ho xBocT!..



Yro mpoucxogut? YTo co MHOI? I'me s5? MHe cHUTCs coH? JIubo...
A ymepna, ga?..
Hy, koHe4Ho... 4 Begb momasia B KaKOH-TO BOOOBOPOT U, KaXkKeTCs, 3aX/Ie0HyIach...

XoTs... Pa3Be 3arpo6HEI MUP HAaXOOUTCs oA Boaoi? M moyemy Torga — XBOCT? My 3T0 MoH
IIepCoOHAJILHEIN paui? A, moxeT, an? Hacmerika Bricmux cun? Boxe, g CX0oXy € yMa...

Mpeiciu cyMOypPHO CMEHSIJTM OOHA APYTYIO, s BIIafajia ToO B TPAHC, TO B TAaHUKY, TO MbITAJIaCh BKITIOYUTH
soruky... Ho Bce TmetHo. Hukakoro o0bsicHeHUsI BceMy 3TOMY 0e3yMUI0 He HaXoquiock. [Totom xke
MIPHUIIJIa 3ao3Aanas MEICIb IOMP0O0BaTh MOOHATHCS Ha TOBEPXHOCTL. BAPYT TaM YTO-TO IPOSICHUTCS?

[Toka Tep3ajlack Pa3MHIIIJIEHUSIMHU, yCIIela HEMHOT'O0 OCBOUTLCS CO CBOEH... 3-3-3 HOBOM KOHEYHOCTHIO U
make Hay4dmjiach KOe-Kak €10 yIpaBisiTh. [I[pUHIMIT HECKOTBKO OT/IMYAJICS OT OOBIYHOTO IIJIaBaHUS, KOTa
y TeOst HOTH, HO BCe Ke IMOHSATh €ro OKa3ajlach He TakK yXK TpyaHo. JIagHo, MoKa KakK-HUOyOb CITPaBIIOCh, a
TaM IIOCMOTPHUM. Bce ke Hafeioch, 9TOT KOIIIMap PaHO WX ITO3THO 3aKOHYUTCS.

41 ycTpeMusachk BBepX, TyOa, TTie CKBO3b BOY MPOOUBAJICS TYCKIIHIH cBeT. UHTEpecHo, Kakas 3[ech
riy6uHa? MeTpoB mecaTh, He O0JibIlle, WHaYe 51 OBl He pa3jimyalia TakK 4YeTKO LIBeTa, 0COOEHHO OTTEHKU
KpaCHOT'O U 2KeJITOI 0. Ecnu Tonbko Moe 3peHue 34eChb He OTIInNYaeTCd OT IIPEZKHETO...

U Bce ke BHIXO[ Ha ITOBEPXHOCTh OKa3aJICs KyIa mabllle, 4yeM 5 OLieHUsa. f mpeomoriena yxe MeTPOB
OBaAIaTh, KOTAA BOKPYT CTAJI0O 3aMETHO CBETJIEE, M HAKOHEIl OSIBUJIOCH OJTMKYIOIINE B BOE COJTHEYHEBIE
nyunu. CKopee, AnrHa, CKopee... BOpyr TaM oTBeTH Ha TBOU BOIIPOCHI?

OpHako y3HaTh MHE 3TO OBIIO HE CYyXKIEHO.

B nepByto CeKyHIY A HaXKe He MIOHSJA, Ky[ja BHE3aIlHO CIIPSATaloCh COJIHIIE, ¥ TOJILKO IIOTOM yBHUAEJIa Hal
co00if OrPOMHYVIO IIJIOCKYIO PHIOUHY, IIOX0XKYI0 Ha CKaTa. 1 UCIyraHHO OepHyJach B CTOPOHY, U OHa
Me[JIeHHO COBUHYJACh C MecTa Tyha ke, HO OJIM3KO He MOJAIMJIbIBalia, a fepkajach Ha MpekHeM
paccrostHuu. MOXKeT, CKaT Tak KapayJiuT kKepTBy? XoTs... HacKOJIBKO g MOMHIO, CKaTHl CAaMU HUKOTa He
HanajgaloT Ha 4YeloBeKa, TOIbKO €C/IU YyBCTBYIOT OIAaCHOCThL. BipoueM, Kakoil g yKe 4desioBeK? Pa3 y MeHs
XBOCT, OH MOKET CYHUTATh, YTO 5 TOXKe priba. BoT ke monana... U uto genats? Kynma 6exarts? BepHee,
mwielTh. CuTyarust Mosi u 6€3 TOro axoBasi, HO BCe ke NOruOHyTh (BO3MOIKHO, ellle pa3) OT sijia cKaTa He
oueHb xo4yeTcs. [To MeHbIlIe# Mepe, 3TO OOJIBHO, a IO OOJIBIIIEH. ..

— Bot ona!

Ecnu Gbl y MeHsT OBIJTM HOTH, TO 5 ObI TOUHO CIIOTKHYJIAaCh U yIaja, a TakK TOJIbKO CJIeTKa MoTepsia
paBHOBECHE U UYyTh HE TIePEBEPHYJIaCh BHU3 T'OJIOBOM.

— Bot ona! — BHOBB pa3fa’sncs 3BIYHBIN MYXKCKOU roynoc. — He mainTte et yutu!
CTtpax xomogKoM mpobezkajics Mo CIuHe. TO YTO, OH MEHS UMeeT B BUAYy? Y 4eM MHe 3TO rPO3UT?

Brnepenu moka3anuck KakKue-To CHIysTEH. OOepHyIack: c3aAu KO MHE TOXKe IPUGIUKANIUCh QUTYPHL.
BBepxy ke Tak ¥ Kapay/Iuji rpoMagnHa-cKaT. IT0X0xke, MeHs LieJieHallpaBIeHHO OKPYKaloT.

[Toka 51 pa3gyMBIBaja, CTOUT JIU IMBEITAThCS cOeXKaTh UIJIM BCE XK€ JIy4Ille ION0XKOaTh IIPecieqoBaTeie u
y3HaTh, 3aUeM g UM Hy>KHa, MEeHS yKe B3S/IU B [IJIOTHOE KOJbllo. MyXkuuHb. Monopnsle, ¢ GaKTypHLEIMU
TOJILIMM TOPCaMU H... TaKUMU Ke XBOCTaMH, Kak y MeHs. KTo 3tu cymecTtBa? Pycansl? Unu Kak nIpaBUIbHO
Ha3bIBAIOT MaJIbYUKOB-PyCaloK? MoXKeT, TPUTOHHBI?

«[la, Kakasi, B IPUHIIUIIE, Pa3HULIa? — OfepHYyIa ce0Os B CIedyIOIIUil MOMEeHT. — Pycabl, TPUTOHEL... He 0
TOM cendac gyMaelnb, AnuHa! YTo oHU X0TAT? BOT roe BOIpOC II0BazKHEE».

— Bame BricouecTBO, — BIlepen BhHIIIETI, TO OUILb BHIIJIBLI, AJIMHHOBOJIOCHIM OIOHOUH C TEMHO-CUHUM
XBOCTOM M YUYTHBO IIOKJIOHHUJICSA. — Papgwi, uTO Hamnu Bac.

CHOXBaTUBIIKUCH, YTO MOST BEPXHSSI YaCTh TOXKe OOHaXKeHa, ST IOCIEIHO CKPECTUIA PYKU Ha TPYIH,
IIPUKPHIBas €e. 3aTeM HaTIHYTO yIbIOHYIach, OKUOasi, YTO IOC/IenyeT 3a 9TUM BIIOJTHE BEXKJIMBBIM
MIPUBETCTBUEM fainbiie. [Ioxoxke, pacipaBa Hajlo MHOM OTKJIaABIBAETCS, HO YyBCTBO OIIAaCHOCTHY HUKYy[a He
KCYe3sJo...

— IlpuHIecca, MPoITy IPOCIeqoBaTh 3a MHOU BO ABOpel. Ero BenuyecTBo rHeBaeTcs u TPeOYET, YTOOH! BHI
HEeMEeJIeHHO K HEMY SIBUJINCh, — MYyXKYKWHA-PHI0a TOBOPHUII BCE TaK XKe C ONYILIEHHOMN IOJI0BOH.

OcTanbHbIE PyCallbl-TPUTOHEI TO2K€ 3aBHCJIK BOKPYI' MEHS B IIOJIYIIOKJIOHE X HE IIOJHUMAaJIU I'JIa3.

— 4? — Bce XKe yTOYHHUIIa POOKO.



Hy a 4T0? BOpyr MeHs ¢ KeM-TO IIyTaroT?
BroHguH HaKOHEI! IJISHYJI Ha MEHS U3-I0J0 ji6a U MpoIIenTan 3aroBOPITULIKY:

— JIuH5MIb, IIpeKpaTu KallpUu3HU4YaTh, U UOEeM CO MHOM, €C/IU HE XO04YEeIIlb HerHHTHOCTefI. TBoii oTerg PBET U
MedYerT.

— JIuH31b? — 5 cHOBa 6€e3yCIelIHO IOoNEITajlaCh OCMEICTIUTD YCIIHIIIAaHHOE.
3HaA4YUT, s 9TO BCe XKe He 51? VI MeHsT IPUHUMAIOT 3a KaKylo-TO JIMHIIIB?

— He 6ynb Gecceprmeunoil u Bo3Bpalllaiicss, — OJIOHOWH, KaXKeTcs, Hadal pa3gpaxkartecs. — Hade BMecTe
¢ ToOO¥ HAaKaXyT U MEHS, U MOUX PeOST.

W uto MHe memnath? [To¥Tu 3a HUM, KakK npocuT? Wnu mombiTaThcst cOexkaTh? 9 CHOBa OTJISTHYJIACh Ha
OeCATOK MYXKUYMH, OKPYKUBIINX MeHs. Terneph g BUena B pyKaxX Yy HUX KOIIbs, a 3a Ijie4yaMu HeUTO
nomo6HOoe Ha apbasyieTsl. BIOHAMHYWK, K CIIOBY, TOXKe OBUT BOOPYKeH. [la yXK... [Ipu Takoi cTpaxe He
yb6exulilb. JIagHO, OTHPABJIIOCh 3a HUMHU. BOpyT Kak pa3 TaM, Kyga OHU MEHS IIPUBEOYT, S IOJIy4Yy OTBETHI
Ha CBOHU BOMPOCHI?

— XopoImo, — g CMyLIeHHO KauuisgHyna. — [loigemre.

BJIOHOWH TYT 2Ke BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, U B €T0 I'Jla3aX MEJIbKHYJIO HCKPeHHee YOUBIIEHUE, a CJIedOM U PamoCTh.
U gewMm s ero Tak rnopaswuma?

— Bnaropapio, Bamre BricogecTBoO, — C 2KapoM OTO3BaJICS OH, BHOBb YyTh JIM HE MOMIOJIaM CTU0asiCh B
MTOKJIOHE. — BBl 0UeHb BETUKOOYIIHEI.

3aTeM OIOHOWH Oaji 3HAK CTpazKe pa3BOPavyMBaTLCS, IIOCIIE Yero, TIsIHYB BBEPX, Ha CKaTa, I'POMKO
CBUCTHYJI, ¥ TOT Cpa3y IIOILILII BIepe.

— CrnepnyiiTe 3a MHOM, Baiie BricouecTBO, — yIBIOHYIICS OJIOHOUH yKe MHe. Y BOAPYyT Becesio MOgMUTHYII.
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C MeHs IBHO He coOOMpanuch CIycKarTh I'jla3: CTPaKHUKU [IPONOJIKAIN COXPaHITh BOKPYT KOJIbIIO, IIYCTh U
mepzKajiuch Ha MPUIUNYHOM PACcCTOSTHUM. Y uIb GJIOHAWH TIIBII COBCEM PSIIOM, UYTh BIIEPEIH, U
TIOCTOSTHHO IOTJISIIBIBAM Yepe3 I1edo, 0yaTo 60sich, 4TO 51 mcuel3ny unu cbery. Takoe OTHOIIEHVE K MOEM
TepcoHe OBIJIO HeITOHSATHBIM, HO IPUXOOUIIOCH TePIeTh. B MOMEHTHI, IT0Ka TJIaBHBIM ITPOBOXKATHINA He
CMOTpPEJ B MO0 CTOPOHY, s caMa YKPaAKOM ero pasrisgbiBajia. BepXHsisi 4acTh ero Teja Ovljia IpoCTOo
3arisigeHbe: MUPOKUe IJIeYy, MYCKYJIbl CIIUHEL ¥ TPYAOY IPEeKPacHO Pa3BUTH], a KoXa riankasi, 6e3 equHon
POOVHKY MU BOJIOCKA. JIUI0 TOKe MPHBJIeKaTeIbHOE, HO II0 MHE, Yepecuyp CMa3JIuBoe U uaeasbHoe. U1
eIre 9TU BOJIOCH! IJIMHHEIE, C HECKOIBKUMH TIATEILHO BHIIJIETEHHBIMU KOCUYKAMU... Y MEHS [I094EeMY-TO
Bcerga ObUI0 Ipeny0OexkeHne K ITMHHOBOJIOCEHIM MYKYMHAM U Ka3aJloCh, OHU IpelaT caMoIob60BaHueM.
BrpouewM, 3Hai0 HeMaJjio IEBYIIEK, KOTOPHIe HAXOAST AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH V CUJIBHOTO II0JIa OYEeHb Jaxke
CeKCyaJIbHBIMU. TaK 9TO KaXkJaO0My — CBOE...

YTo XKe KacaeTcs 3Toro 6j1oHOUHA... Bce ke TPyOHO BOCHIPUHUMATDL MYKYUHY KaK OOBEKT OJIsi CUMIIaTUH,
KOT7[la ero NpeKpacHHBIM TOPC IIePeXonuT B PrIOUit XBOCT. «Xa! A y caMo# 4TO BMECTO HOT' ceiiyac?» — TYT

Ke HamoMHwuIa cebe U cpa3y IpUyHbIa. B 3T MUHYTH OOMbIIIE BCETO HA CBETE s MeYTajla CHOBa YBUAETH
CBOHY HOTH. [IpOUTHUCE 11O TeCOUKY... Uimu no TpaBKe... Kak MHe BCe 3TO BEPHYTH?..

[1npImy MBI DOBOJIBHO HOJITO, S fazKe ycClejla YCTaTh ¥ HECKOJIPKO pa3 MOPHIBAIaCh IIOMHTEPECOBATHCS Y
OJIOHAMHA, CKOPO ¥ MH TPulymeM Ha MecTo, HO Tak U He pelnunachk. CKopee BCEro, ¥ 3TOT BOIIPOC
BBI3OBET B HEM youBJieHue. Korga ke BajieKe MOKa3asiCs HAaCTOSIIIUY TTOOBOIHLIN TOPO, s Cpal3y MOHsIJIa:
MBI ITOYTH TIPUOBLUIH. A Hajbllle BCEM MOMM BHUMaHUEM 3aBiIafesl OKPYyzXKalolIui rmei3ax, 3aCTaBUB Ha
BpeMs 3a0LITh O CBOUX IEPEXKUBAHUIX U TPEBOTaX.

T'opopn packuHyJICS Ha CKajlaXx. BOpoT, Kak u CTeHbI, He OBIJIO, BMECTO 3TOTO Ha BXOAe HaXOOuJIach apKa,
BBIIOJTHEHHAS U3... cepebpa. [loMa M3 pa3HOIBETHOTO PaKyIIeYHUKA T'YCTO pa3bpocasio no CKJIoHaM, y
TIOOHOXKWH B OCHOBHOM CTOSIJIM CKPOMHEIE ¥ HEOOJIbIIINE JXKUJUINA, B ONUH-IBA 3TaXKa, ¥ IOX0XKKe APYT Ha
Opyra Kak Gu3HeIlbl. A BOT YeM BEIIlIe MBI IOJHUMAJIUCh, TEM HHTepecHel u Ooradye CTaHOBUIIUCH
IIOCTPOUMKHU. MHOTHE yXKe UMeJiu cepeOpsIHbIe axKypHBIe 3a00pHI, a IBOPH YKpalllalyd «KJIYMOBI» U JaxKe
«IepeBbsi» U3 KOPAJIJIOB CAMBIX HEBEPOSITHHIX LIBETOB. BCTpedanuck B «jTaHAma@THOM OU3aliHe» U
BOJIOPOCITIH, ¥ [ake MOPCKOM MOX. HeTpymHO moramaThCsi, YTO 3gech o6uTanu 60jiee COCTOSITETLHBIE
ropoxkate. K CJIOBy, Te camMble TOpOKaHe, ECTECTBEHHO, BCe KaK OOWH XBOCTATHIE U OJIMHHOBOJIOCHE, TO U
meJio ToafgaIuch HaM Ha myTu. Ho 3aMeTHB HAc, TYT 2Ke 3aCTHIBAJIM B ITOKJIOHE U He TOTHUMAJIHU T'0JIOBHI,
IIOKa MHI IIPOTJIBIBAIM MUMO. W 4TO-TO ITOACKA3kIBaIo, YTO ITOg00HOe pabosiencTBO OLIJIO agpecoBaHo B
IIEPBYIO o4Yepenb MHE, a He OJIOHOUHY U eT0 «pebsTaM», OTYero 51 YyBCTBOBaJjla Ce0s HEJIOBKO U BCE
0oJIbIlle XOTeNa IT0CKopee Kyaa-HuOyIb CIIPATATLCA. A ellle XOTh YeM-HUOYOb MPUKPHITh HAaroTy BepXHeH
YacTH Tesa. 51 yKe, KOHEeYHO, yCIleja 3aMeTHUTh, UYTO MECTHBIE XKEeHIIWHB HUYYTh He CMYIIaINCh CBOEH
00HaXXEHHOH IPyOu, HA000POT, YMYOPSIUChE KaKUM-TO 00pa30M yKpallaTh ee KaMyIllIKaMu, ITOX0XKHUMHU Ha
CTpa3bl, TOHKUMH IETIOYKaMHU ¥ KOJIeYKaMu. BIpoueM, Iiesi, 3alsCThs, MalbIlbl ¥ MOUYKH YIIIeH ToXe He
ocTaBayuch 6e3 GJIeCTAINX YKpaIlleHni. My KUYNHBI TaKKe He IIPOoYb OBITM COelaTh CBOIO BHEITHOCTh
sip4ye, HO [JIs 9TOT'0 BHIOMPAJIX Pa3IMYHbIe aMyJIeThl M MeaIbOHbI, KOTOPHIE Yallle BCero 60JTaauch Ha UxX
IIesiXx B HECKOJIBKUX 9K3eMIJIsipax. [ JIsiisi Ha BCIO 3Ty I[LITAHCKYIO IECTPOTY, s1 IOPagoBaliach, YTO HA MHE
3[eITHel HaleTH TOJIBKO HeOOIbIINEe CEPhIY, HA OLIYIb IIOX0XKME Ha IIPOCThIE KOJIEYKH, U OBa TOHKUX
6pacneta. He m106110 BCSIKYI0 MUIITYPY!

9%, B3rIAHYTH OB BCe Ke Ha cebsi B 3epKao...

IIBopelr HAXOAUIICS Ha CaMOM Bepxy cKajbl. CTpesbyaThie OalllHU OBIJIM OTHEJIaHbl HAaCTOSIIUM KEeMYYToM,
CTEHBI TOXKE OTIUBajiu 0€10-PO30BEIM IIEPJIAaMyTPOM, a OBEPH YK CIIUIITKOM OXOOWINA Ha 30JI0THIE.
[TosToMy HEYOUBUTEIBHO, YTO UX OTKPBIBAJIM CPpa3ly YEeTBEPO CTPaKHUKOB: TPYAHO IIPEACTAaBUTDb, CKOIIBKO
BECHUT Kaxpgasa CTBOpKa!

3a mBepBIo 0Ka3ajICs OTPOMHBIN 3ajl C PSAOOM KOJIOHH H... 3epKajlaMu! 3aKOBaHHEIE B JOPOTHE U3BICKAHHEIE
pPaMEI, OHM YepemoBaIMCh C MO3aWYHEIMY ITIAHHO M 3PUTEILHO JejIalu 3al elne Oosbiie. S He BEIIepKaia
¥ TIOMTIJIbIIA K OMHOMY U3 HUX.

«Bce-taku s!» — u B300x 06erdenusi. Ho cTonmo npucMoTpeThes K cebe TOBHUMATENbHEN, U PAflOCTh
Mos cpa3y nmoyTtuxia. OTpaxkeHue TOYHO OBIJI0O MOMM (HY, He CYMTast XBOCTAa), HO BOT JIMIO... KaxkeTcs, OHO
HECKOIbKO MOJIOZKE, YEM S IIPUBLIKIIA BUOETH B 3epKarse. Takoi s Oblyia B TIeT CEMHAAIIaTh-BOCEMHAAIATh.
HeT, He ckaxy, 4TO B CBOU ABafllaTh IIECTH S IIJIOXO0 BHITJISAMAENa, HO paboTa B Bofe, fia elle U Co
CHenraabHBIM TPUMOM He JTydmuM 06pa3oM CKa3blBajach Ha KOXKe, a TyT... Hy mpsMo OHIIEeT 30POBEEM U
IOHOCTBIO. M 1IBeT ri1a3. Y MeHsI OHU cepo-3eJIeHble, cefdyac XKe pPaayKKU II0OTEMHEIH, CTaB IIOYTH KakK
ManaxuT. Bonoct... ITopssmkoMm OiuHHEe, Ha CAHTUMETPOB IBafIlaTh, He MEHBIIE, XOTh OTTEHOK U MOX0XK
Ha MOH.

Tak Bce xe g 910 wiu He g1?! Koro ceiiuac BUXKy B 3epKase?

— JIMHOMb... — TO3BaJI OJIOHIMH.



Bo mBopelr ero CBUTY He BIYCTUIIH, ¥ TEEPb B 9TOM 3ajie MBI OBIJIM OOHM, HO S BCe PAaBHO HE cpa3y
BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO IOA0OHEIM 06pa3oM OoH ofpallaeTcs UMEHHO KO MHe. M eMy mae IPUIIIOCH TIOBTOPUTH:

— JIunsns! [ToToponucsk!

BrouawH mopmb 61MKe, 3aTEM BHE3AITHO B3sIJI MEHS 3a MJIeYM U Pa3BePHYI K cebe nurioMm. bpocun
OBICTPHIN B3TJISIO HAa MOM IIO-IIPEKHEMY CKpeIlleHHBIe Ha IPYyOU PYKH U 3aTOBOPHJI, TEIEPH yKe TIISAOsI MHE
MIPSIMO B rjia3a:

— JIuH9MIb... I MOHUMAI0, YTO TH HE XOUeIllh 3TOr0 AenaTh. Y MHe Toxke He 1o cebGe OT MBICITH, YTO Tebe
MIPUTETCS OTIPABUTHCSA K 9TOMY... IPAKOHY, — OH Ta[JIMBO ITOMOPIIKUICSA. — [la eIe ¥ MONBITaThCA
ouapoBaTh ero! ITpo#itu atoT TpeknsaTeiir OT6op! [a uTo6 Ero PybuHoBOE BenmuyuecTBO Cropeno ot
COOCTBEHHOTO IIJlTaMeHu! — BEITLIIOHYJI OH YK€ B CTOPOHY, [1a C TAKOW HEHABUCTLIO, YTO MEHSI CaMy KUHYJIO
B IpoXKb. — HOo HUUET0 U3MEHUTD HEJb3sI, — Telephb MPOo3PavyHO-TOIyOkie Ila3a CHOBA IPOHUKHOBEHHO
CMOTpeNnu Ha MeHs. — JTO TBoM monr. Cyapba Bcero Halllero KOpOJIEBCTBAa B TBOUX PyKaX. A s TOXKIYCh
TeOs1, 3HaH. [laxke ecyiu KazKObIM TPOXKUTHY IeHb 0e3 TeOs OymeT OJist MeHs MBITKOM. [109TOMy mepecTaHb
MIPOTUBUTHCS OTITY... Bugums? 1 cam mpoiry Te6st 06 3TOM...

— Panumap! TwI TyT? — TpeboBaTeIbHBIM I'OJIOC 9XOM IIPOHECCS 10 3a/ly, a BCKOPEe, M3-3a ABepel Ha
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTOPOHE, IOKA3aJICA U caM ero o0jiafaTellb: MyXK4YHMHa, yKe B I'oJaX, C OTHEHHO-PhIKEN
IIIEBEJTIOPOM U TAaKOU K€ PBIKEM, ITBIIITHOW OOPOAOH.

Bnoupun Cpa3y CKJIOHHUIJICSA IIepen HUMH U 3arOBOPHUII:

— Bamme BenudecTBo, IPpUKa3 BHIIOJIHEH: IPpUHIlecca JIMHIb HalileHa U JOCTaBIeHa BO JBOPEI] B IIeJIOCTH
¥ COXPaHHOCTH.

— Buxy... — TOT y2Ke CBepJINJI MeHs B3TIsmoM. — baromapio 3a cinyk0y, kanutald Panmap Ben. MoxkeTte
OBITH CBOOOMHEI. Temeps 5T X04y MOTOBOPUTEL CO CBOEHM MOYEPhIO HaeuHe.

Ero mecTHOe BennuecTBo KUBKOM IIOKa3all MHE Ha PacCliaXHyThI€ OIBEPHU U CaM OCTAaHOBHUJICA OKOJIO HUX B
OXUOaHUU. f He cTajia UCIBITHIBATh TepIIeHre 3TOI'0 CTPAIIHOI'O PRI2ZKET0 TPDUTOHA U HAIIPAaBUJIAaChk K HEMY.

M&I CHOBa OKa3aluch B KAKOM-TO 3ajie, HEMHOTHM MeHbIIe IpexHero. B obopMieHuyu 3mech mpeodiamanu
BCe Te XKe 6eno-rony0bie TOHA, U JIUIIL TPOH, CTOSIBIINMI HA BO3BHIIIIEHUM, OB/ BEIIOIHEH U3 KAKOT0-TO
KPACHOTO IJIafKOr0 KaMHsI, KOTOPLIH M3-3a OBUXKEHMS BOOBI IIOCTOSIHHO MEHSIJI OTTEHKH: OT KOPAJIJIOBOI'O
OO ajsioro.

— CuwuTana, 4To MOXKeMh cOeXKaTh? — PHIZKUM TPUTOH YCTPAIIAOIe HaBUC Halo MHOU. — B3mopHast u
mep3kKasi geBYoHKa! Orouctka! [la eciu 6B TBOM CECTPHI Jijia 1 Mupuam OBIIM He TaK MaJikl, a Teopa u
Kaccu He 003aBennch MyKbsIMU, TO [OJISI 9TOI'0 BEJIMKOT0 fesa s BrOpan o0y us aux! Ho He Tebs,
cnermumb? He Te6s1, 6e30TBeTCTBEHHAS N04Yb! Hy 4TO MOTYMIIE? — OT €r0 THEBHOTO B3TJIAAA
IepexBaThIBAJIO OHIXAaHUS, U TaXe ecyIy OBl 1 YTO-TO U XOTella CKa3aTh, TO U3 MeHS BEIPBAJICS OBl TOJIBKO
IIHCK.

BoTt xke xyTkuu tum... He 36a10, 10 KaKOU IIPpUUYKHE Ta, HAa MeCTe KOTOPOU s cerlyac HaX0XKyCh, XOTeJla
KyZga-To c0exkaTb, HO €CJIM OT 3TOTO MOHCTPA-0TIIa, TO BIIOJIHE €€ IIOHUMaIo.

— Monuu — He Monmu¥, — Ero BennuecTBO CTall KPYZKHUTD II0 3ay, — HO JOJT CBOM BHIIOJIHUIID A0 KOHIIA.
U BepHemb CBAIIeHHBIN Xa/lII0T HAllEeMy KOPOJIEBCTBY. ThI JOJI2KHA IIOHUMAaTh, UYTO 5TO HAIll IOCJIeqHUN
maHc, JIMHA3IB! — OH BOPYT MOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHS C TAaKUM OTUYasHUEM, YTO MHe JlaXKe CTaJjlo ¥KaJjb ero.

YTo K TaM 3a Aeyio Takoe cepbe3Hoe? UTo 3a CBALIEHHBIN XHU... XaJaoT... Unu Kak Tam ero? M3-3a
KOTOPOTO BCE TaK BCIIOJIOIIIEHEBI?

— 3HAYUT TaK, — KOPOJIb 3aTOBOPHUJI YKE CIIOKOHHEH, HO JeJOBLIM CYXUM TOHOM, HE TEPISIIAM
BO3paxKeHuil. — 3aBTpa y TeOs BCTpeda C yYUTEIEM TAHILEB U STUKETA...

— TaHI11eB? — BEIPBAJIOChH Y MEHS yOUBJIEHHOE, U ST HEBOJILHO Opocuia B3TJIs Ha CBOM XBOCT.

— Ha. OH o0y4uuT TebsI BCeM ITpaBuiaM IIOBEOEeHUSIM U 3TUKEeTa, KOTOphie TeOe MOHaAo0saTCs IIPU ABOPE
BappneeB. HUKTO He MOJIXKeH y3HATh U MOHATH, KTO Thl €CTh Ha caMoM fejie. M mnaThbe He 3a0ynb HAJIETh. ..
Bce-taku KaTeH, TBO#M y4yuTenb, He U3 Maperos. ITojyaraio, ero 6ymeT cMyIiaTh TBOM BHL...

ITnatee?.. 3HAYUT, UX 3[€Ch BCe-TaKHU HOCST?..
— Tw1 Bce moHsna?
Koneuno ke, HeT. Ho CTOUT nu B 9TOM IIpU3HABATHCSA?

— OmnsTh MomMYuILE? — B3peBen Ero BemuyecTBo, Bo3Bpalas cedbe BUI MOHCTpa. — HMmu cHOBa
cobupaenIbCcs IEPEeYUTh?



«Jla cormacuch TH yKe C HUM!» — 5 cpa3y He MOHSJIa, YTO 3TOT JKEeHCKHUH, C HOTKaMM Pa3fipakeHus
T'0JIOC, IIPO3BYyYas y MEHS B T'OJIOBE, IO3TOMY PACTEPSIHHO OTJISHYJIACh II0 CTOPOHAM.

«Ckaxu , 5 BCe NIOHIA, ITana“ 1 yXoau, — BHOBB pa3pasncs ronoc. — Hy xe! Yrto 3acteia? [laBau
oricTpee youpatics ortyma! [ToroBoputh Hamo!»

— KT0 5T0? — mporrenTtana s UCIyTraHHO.

«IToToM, BCe IOTOM, — BOPYJIMBO IIOTOPONIUJI rojioc. — [lompomialics ¢ nano4ykou u yxonu! HyKHO HauTu
ykpoMHOe MecTo. Hy xe! UTo 3a HepaCTOPOIIHOE CYIIIeCTBO!»

— YT0? — «Imamoyka», He MoI03peBasi, YTO cerlyac TBOPUTCS Y MEHsI B I'OJIOBe, ¥ MOAIIIELI 6nuxke. — YTo
TBEI TaM Jieniedelrb? ToJTbKO MOCMEN OMSATh YTO-TO BHIKMHYTH!

— Her... — MOTHYyJIa g TOIOBOM U Cpa3y IOMpaBuiiach: — BepHee, ma, m-T-Mamna, S BCe MOoHsIa. ..
«Moropelr, Terepb Ha BHIXOO», — MOAGOOPUII MEHS T'OJI0C.

— TToHsinma? — KOPO/Ib HEJOBEPUYUBO MTPUITOTHST OpOBU BBepX. — U BCe chenaemnib?

— Ia, — s DHePTrUYHO KUBHYy/Ia. — MHe HaJl0 U[ITH, U3BUHU... T€, — U OPOCHUIIACH K IBEPSIM.

«He Tyma, mypexa! — ocTaHOBUJI MeHs Tonoc. — TaM Tebs1 TOUHO moAXupgaeT PaHMap, a HaM ceHdac OH He
HyXkeH. CrpaBa oT Te0s eCTh ellle OJiHa JBEpPb...»

A ornsrynacek. TouHo ects! M n3MeHUB HallpaBJjieHUWE, PUHYJIACh Tya.

— JIuH3nb! — KPUKHYJI MHE BOOTOHKY KODPOJIb. — 3aBTpa B IIOJIIEHD TH JOJIKHA OBITh B KOposieBcKoM
I'poTte! U TonpKo mompoOyi cHOBa cOekaTh!

41 BEICKOJIb3HYJIa 3a YKa3aHHYI0 OBeph U 0YyTUJIACh yKe B IJTMHHOM apOYHOM KOPHUIOpeE.
«Hy HaKOHEN-TO... — IPOTSHYJI I'OJIOC. — A Teneph IJILIBU IIPSIMO, IIOTOM IIE€PBHIH II0OBOPOT HAJEBO...»

— 4 HuUKyOa He NOIUILIBY, IIOKA He OO'BSICHUINE, KTO THL M KaKUM 00pa3oM CO MHOM pa3roBapuBaentsb! —
IIpeIbsiBUIIA SI CBOE YCIIOBHE.

TsXKKUM B3[0X, @ 3aTEM HEOOBOIBHLIN OTBET: «4 Ta caMas npuHIlecca JIMHOJIb, B TeJie KOTOPOM THl cerdac
HaXOOUIIbCH...»

— Yto? Ho kak 370... Kak aro Beimmio? IToueMy? — 3aBOIHOBasach 5.

CHOBa pa3mpaXKeHHHIH B3[OX: «A Teleph IUIBIBY, KyOa S cKasana... TaM s Tebe Bce U 00BSACHIO...»
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Cnenyst yKa3aHUSM IPUHIECCHI, Yel TOJIOC ITOCEIUIICS ¥ MeHs B TOJIOBe, BCKOPE ST OKa3aach B HEOOIIBIIIOM
BHYTPEHHEM OBOPHUKE. BRITIsAmern oH 3a0POIIeHHBIM U CIIJIONIh 3aPOCIITHHN TPaBSIHUCTHIMU BOLOPOCIISIMH.
3aMeTHB HEUTO [I0X0XKee Ha CKaMeWKy, s ycTpeMusach Tyma. OmyCcTuiach Ha Hee U IPOTSIKHO BEIIOXHYIA:
xopoIio-To Kak! Hukorma Gb1 He mogyMajia, YTO XBOCT MOXKeT 00JIeTh OT YCTaJIOCTH, KaK ¥ HOTH. A
IIPOIIJIEINIA S CeTOOHSI HeMaJlo, YeJIoBeUeCKoe TeJlo Iomo0Hoe paccTosgsHue 6e3 OTObIXa TOUHO He
IIpeomosieno O5l.

— JIuHa3nb? — I03Bajia si, BCIOMHUB, YTO YK€ HEeCKOJIBKO MUHYT He CJIBIIIY €€ IroJjioca.

«Ila TyT, 1 TyT, — BOPYJIMBO OTO3BAJIaCh Ta. — He MOry IOHSTE, Ie HaX0XYyCh... Thl 6 IIOCMOTpeEna, SIBHO
JKe TBOSI OOUTEJIb...»

— Mosi? — cHoBa ormernuia si. — M Kak st 3T0 IT0OCMOTPIO?

<<Hy, KOHEYHO, TBOs, — IIPHHIIeCCa CHOBa CTaJla pa3gpaxXaTbCd. — 4 xe ceituac HaX0XyChb B TBOEM Tene!
3HAYHUT, MECTO OOJIZKHO OLITh TeOe 3HAKOMBIM>.

— To ecTs g KuBa?.. — yOouBJiIeHHWEe CMEHHUJIOCh PaaOoCThIO. — B cMrbICcnie, Moe Temo He YMepJ'IO?

«Ecnu 6v1 ymMepno, st 661 ¢ TOOOM Tak MPOCTO He pa3roBapuBajia, — MHE MOYEMY-TO IPEeACTaBUIIOCh, YTO
OHa ce¥yac 3aKaTuja rija3a, COKPyIIasch MOeH IIIynocThio. — KcTaTu, HOTH y TeOss HUYero Takue.
IToxoxkue Ha Mou. CouayT. XOTs 5 HE OYEeHb JII00ITI0 ITepeaBUTraThCS Ha ABYX KOHeUHOCTsAX. Ho uTo
Ioaeiaenb?»

— TBou HOTU? — 4 3allenWiIach 3a 3Ty ppas3y U c HeLOYMeHHUEM TJIgHYyJIa Ha CBOU xBoCcT. — Ho THI Benb
pycaika, pa3Be HET?

«Pycanka, u uto xe? MBI IpEeKpacHO CyIeCTBYET Ha Cyllle, — XMBEIKHyIa Ta. Ho TyT ke monpasuiack: —
[IpaBma, eCliu UMeeM ITOCTOSIHHEBINM JOCTYH K BOE».

— To ecTb Ha Cylie y BaC BMeCTO XBOCTa IMOABIIAKTCA HOTU? — BCe XKe YTO4YHHUIIa 4.

YyBCTBO IOJTHENIIEH Oe3Haeru moCciae 9TOM HOBOCTH CJIETKa MPUTYIUIIOCH: 3HAYUT, HE BCE BPEMS
MasiThbCsI MHE C PHIOBUM IIJTaBHUKOM. ECTH ellfe IIaHC MOYYyBCTBOBAThH 3eMJII0 o Horamu! XoTsi, BCe XKe
XOTEeJIOCh, YTOOBI 3TO OBUTM MOU POOHEIE HOTHM U MOSI, POOHAS, 3eMJIs II0J HUMH, a He KaKOHU-TO
¢aHTacTUYECKON pyCaJKH...

«A THI KaK gyMana? — GbBIpKHYJIa IpuHIlecca. — MEI 3Xe He PBIOH], YTOOBI JOXHYTh, BEIOPOCUBIINCE Ha
Oeper, a BRICIIIWE CYIECTBAa. Benmmkuil HApod Maper, BIACTBYIOMNWK HaJ BCEMU MOPSIMHU ¥ OKeaHaMHU
l'apnes! U Mel...»

— A BOT 00 3TOM mommompoOHeH, moxanyicra, — nepebuna ee si. — [la u mopa OBl IPUCTYIUTH K
obemniaHHBIM 00BbSICHEHUSIM. KaKoro yepTa s1 OKasajiaCch B TBOEM TeJe, a THl B MoeM? YUTo 3To 3a ¢okyc? U,
BOoOOIIle, KaK BEPHYTH BCe 0OpaTHO? { momoii xouy!

«A g He 3Hal0! — oroporruna MeHs oHa. — He 3Halo, Kak Bce BepHYTh, — HO B TOHE ee 5 He
TIOYYBCTBOBAaJsIa HU paCKasHUs, HU OropyueHus. — U, BooOIe, y MeHs OBIIM COBCEM OPYTHE IIJIAHBI».

— To ecTh? — 51 BHOBBb 3allaHMKOBAaJa.

«41 mpocTo XoTenma Ha BpeMsi c6ezKaTh OT CBOETrO Mmanouyku. Ho y MeHs OIsATh He BHIIIO! — ¢ mocamon
IIpou3Hecsa nMpuHilecca. — JlyMasna, Ha 9TOT pa3 y>X TOYHO IMONy4yuTcs. [ToTpaTusia CTOIbKO CUMI U
KPEMKOT0 I'POXKa, YTOOBI PA3rOBOPUTH HAIITY IPUABOPHYIO BEAbMY U BHIIIPOCUTE V HEE KHUTY C
3aknuHaHuaMu! [ToToM BCIO HOYB PRUIACH B TOM KHUTE B IOMCKaX NOOXOOAIIET0 pUTyasa, U HaKOHeIl
Hamnia! Mpest cupsATaTbCcs Ha BpeMs B IPYrOM MUPe IToKa3ajach MHEe IIPOCTO UAeasIbHOM: I UCYEe3HY Ha
BpeMst OTOopa, manaria mob6eCUTCs HEMHOTO U YCIIOKOUTCS, a IIOTOM HaWAeT OPYrod CItoco0 3amoTyduTh
cBoit Xannot. be3 mens. Putyan OblJI IPOCTEHBKUM, U IEHDb KaK pa3 HOOXOOsmiuM... M coemnana s Bpome Ob1
BCe MIPaBUILHO... YMa He IPUJIOXKY, MOYEMY IePEMECTHUIOCH TOJIFKO Co3HaHue. Crracubo XOTh B JKEHCKOe
Teno. A ecnu Obl My2KJIaH KakKo¥ monajsncs? bpp...»

— To ecTh TeOs1 3a60TUT TOITBKO 3TO? — BO3MYTHJIAChH 5.

«MeHs BOOOIIle HUYEro He 3a00TUT, — XMBIKHYJIa Ta. — [I0Ka MeHs BCe yCTpauBaeT, He CYUTAS MeJIoueH.
U Teno TBoe ycTpauBaeT. CTapoBaTo, KOHEYHO, HO 3aTO MBI BOH KaK ITOX0XKH. Kak 3epKanbHOe
oTpazkeHue».

TyT 51 ¥ BoBCe He HalllJlaCh, YTO CKa3aTh. Teyo el Moe cTapoBaTo? A caMOM CKOJIBKO J1eT? BoT Ke Haxanlka
MaJsoJIeTHsA!



«AmnuHa, Tebe yKe JIydlie?» — s BCTPEINeHYyJIach, YCIIBIIaB rojioc CBeTH, B IEPBYI0 CEKYHIY IIOOyMana,
YTO OHA 9TO MHE TOBOPUT, XOTeJa OTO3BAThCS, HO 3aXBaTUMIla MOETO TeJla OTBETHUJIa 3a MeHs. Y Temeps A
yCIIBIIana CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN I'0JI0C OYOTO CO CTOPOHHI: «[la, y2Ke mpulilia B ceOs».

A cnepowm rosnoc JIuH3Ib CHOBa 3a3By4asl B rojyioBe: «KTo 3T10? M 4TO MHE C Hell gasblie gelaTh?»

— 2To Mos HamapH#HIla, CBeTa, — B ropJie CJIOBHO KOM 3aCTPSi. B 3TOT MUT MHE MPOCTO 6e3ynepRKHO
3ax0TejloCch yBuAeTh CBETKY, a, MOXKeT, 1 00HATH ee. CTpaHHOE [0, BEIb MBI laXKe MOAPyraMu HUKOToa
He ObITM. — 3HAYUT, TH celyac Ha paborte?

«A 51 OTKyZHa 3Haio? — OTPBI3HYJIACh IIPUHIIECCA. — 51 JKe IpoIry IocMOTpeTh Tebst camor!»
— WU kak s 9T0 cpenai? — pacTepsanach .
«IIpocTo 3aKpoy Iriasa U COCPefOTOUYBCI».

JlapHo... [IpuKpsUIa r1a3a, ¥ — YOUBUTEJIFHO! — mmepemo MHOM cpa3y BO3HUKJIIAa MOS TpUMepKa, OyaTo s
HUKYOa U He IIpomnafana. KaxeTcs, 1exKy Ha IMBaH4YMKe. A Hao MHOU cTOUT obecriokoeHHas CBeTKa.

«Hy, roe s?» — IOTOPOIIXII T'0JIOC IIPUHIIECCH] B TOJIOBE.
— 9T0 Mos paboyasi TpUMepKa, — IIOaBUJIa 5 MeYaIbHBLIN B3[O0X.
«THI TYT KUBEIIL?» — HEJOBEPYUBO YTOUHMUIA JIMHAME.

— Hert xe. 9T0 Most paboTa, s Ke ckas3ana. 2KuBy B IpyroM MecCTe... — MHe OBIJI0 00JIbHO CMOTPETh Ha
KOMHATKY, KOTopas ceiidac Kasajaach 60jiee 4eM peajbHOMH.

«Kak MHe yuTu oTciofga? Kak mmomnacTh B TBOe XKHUJIbe?» — IIPUKA3HEIM TOHOM IIOMHTEpecoBasach
IIpUHIleCCca.

— ITonpocu CBeTy nIpoBOAuTH TeOsI, OHA 3HAET, T'Ie S JKUBY, — OTBETHJIA S, YYBCTBYS MOJTHEHIIIEE
omycroirenue. — ToIbKO CyMKYy He 3a0ynb, OHa Ha CTyJie CTOUT, TaM KJTI0YH... ¢ JKMBY OIHA, TaK 4TO...

«JlagHO, pa3bepych, — oTMaxHymach JInH3mb. — [I0Ka pa30pBy HAIIy CBSI3b, a TO 9Ta JEBUIlA HA MEHS
CTpaHHO Kocutcs. I1030By TeOs1, KOrjga ocTaHyCh ofHa. Thl TOXKE CcTapalcs HU C KEM He pa3roBapuBaTh
TIOKAa, @ TO CKaxKelrh 4ero He Toro. OTIpaBiIsiiicss KO MHe B KOMHATy U Oy[Ob TaM, ITOKa He CBSIXKYCh C
TOOOM».

— A rOe HaxOOUTCA TBOS KOMHATA? — CIIOXBaTUJIaCh I, HO OTBETaA He II0CJIEZ0BaJo.
Mos rpuMepKa TOXKe ucdesna.

Bot ke He3agmada... { 3amycTuna maablbl B BOJIOCH M YPOHHJIA TOJIOBY Ha Ir'pyndb. M Kak 9T0O BCe MOTJIO CO
MHOU nmpouzoutu? M mouyemy uMeHHO 5?..

A BOpyr aTO BCe XKe MHe cHUTCS?.. PoOKasi Hafeka BHOBb 3allleBeNInjlach B Ceplle, U sI CO BCeM CUIILL
yimumnHyna cebs 3a pykKy. A, 6onbHO! 4 gake mOgCKoYMiIa Ha MeCTe, U He yiepXaB PaBHOBECHS,
3aBaJIMJIach B CTOPOHY, TEIEPh yKe CTYKHYBIINCH IJIEYOM TO JIX O KOPSTY, JIU KaMeHb. YepT, ellle u
LlapanyHbl He XBaTaso... [Jaxe KpPOBb IIOIITIA.

— JIunonn!

Y Bx0Oma BO OBOPUK ITOSIBUJICS TOT caMblii 6y1oHOUH. KaxkeTcsi, KOposb Ha3kiBajl ero PaumapoM. CTpaHHO,
HO s Make HeMHOTro oO6pamoBaach ero ImosBIeHu0. Bce XK 3HAKOMOe JIUIIO. ..

— TH HOpaHI/IJ'IaCB? — OH 6p0CI/IHCH KO MHe€, HO 4 OCTaHOBHJIA €TI0 2KEeCTOM.

— Bce HOpManbHO, TPOCTO I[apanuHa, — U MPUKPRIIA TY JIaJOHBIO, @ 3a0[HO U I'PYIOb, CKPECTHB Ha HeE#
pyku. — [IpoBogu mydiie MeHsI B MOIO KOMHATY, ITOXKaJIyiCcTa... — PeIInsia BOCII0Ib30BaThCSI MOMEHTOM.

— KoneuyHo, — TOT 3aMeTHO mTpuoOOAPUIICS, faXKe IJIeYH PACIPaBUII U TPYOb BHIISITHII.
41 mo3Bosmia eMy o60THATH Ce0S U MOIIIBIIA PSIIOM.

— Kaxk Ero BenuuyecTBo? CUIbHO THEBANICA? — cOpocuil Paumap, 3a 61uKaiIIuM MOBOPOTOM YCTPEMIISISICh
BBEpX. [ToxoxkKe, Ha CIIEAyIOUINH dTaxXK.

— Hert, HecunpHO, — 0TO3BajIach Ha aBTOoMaTe. Celiuac Moe BHUMaHHe ObLIO OOJIbIIIEe 3aHSITO TEM, YTOOHI
KaK MOXHO JIy4Ille 3alIOMHUTH OPOTY OO0 KOMHATHL. [lyMaio, MHE 3TO IIPUTOOUTCS B OYOyIIIeM.

— Hecunbuo? — 6J'IOHJII/IH SIBHO YOUBUJICA. — Wnu THI HaKOHEIl COrIacuiiach BEHIIIOIHUTE €T0 HpOCBGY?



4 mpuzapymarnack. A IefCTBUTEJIBHO, C YeM UMEHHO JIMHI/Ib BEIHYOUIA MEHS COTTIaCUThCS TaM, B
TPOHHOM 3aJie, IIoKa 5 IIpeOhiBajia B y2Kace OT ee oTHa? YK He C TeM JIX, OTYEero caMa IhITajach coexkaTh?
51 Tuxo yepThIXHYJachk. Heyxkenu aTa 3aHOCYMBas IPUHIIECCA U 3[€Ch MEHS ITOfCTaBuIa?

TeMm BpeMeHeM PaHMap 0CTaHOBUIICS M PE3KO Pa3BepHYJICS, MPUOIM3UBIINCH KO MHE BILJIOTHYIO.
CKJIOHUIICS TIOUTH K CAaMOMY JIMIIY ¥ IIPOIIENTall Ha yXO:

— He npurmacuis k cebe?

Oii-e-eii... Ha xakoe 3TO npuriameHue oH HanpamusaeT? Heyxkenu sTor ParMap u npusnecca... Bot
xe!.. U Kak s cpa3y He moragasach? Bce 9TH B3BOJTHOBAHHLEIE pedu 1 OECIOKOMCTBA, oOpallleHue HaeguHe
Ha «ThI»... MOXXHO, KOHEYHO CIIUCaTh Ha OPYXKOy, HO... [Ipy3bs He 0OHUMAIOT TaK TPEIeTHO 3a Talluio U He
3aragaabeBal0T MHOTO3HAYUTEJILHO B I'jla3al..

—4... HaBepHoe... — 3aJielneTalia B II0OJTHOM 3aMelllaTeJIbCTBE.

U TyT, Ha cyacThe U MOe, UK Ha Oefdy, M3-3a yriia IOsIBUJIaCh PycaiKa, MBIITHOTPYaasi, C KPYTHIM
u3rubom 6empa. Ee XBOCT OHIT KEJITHIM U OIECTSIIIINM, TOUHO IIOKPHIT CyCaIbHEIM 30JI0TOM, a XU caMa OHa
BCsI CBEpPXYy OOHM3Y Obljia 0OBelllaHa AparolleHHOCTSIMH. [laxke B CBETJIO-MeHOOBEIX BOJIOCAX, YTO OBIJIN
coOpaHbl B BEICOKYIO IIPUYECKY, TOOIECKUBAJIU I[EIIOYKH M Pa3HOLBETHLIE KAMHM. PaHMap mpu Bupe Hee
cpaasy IapaxHyJCs B CTOPOHY ¥ CKJIOHHUJICS B IIOKJIOHE:

— Ilpunnecca Teopa...
O, emle ogHa npuHnecca. [Toxoxe, cectpa JInH3sb. [TogBUIaCh BOBPEMS. ..

— YTO0 37€eCh MPOUCXOOUT? — OHA CMEpWIa B3TJISIIOM ClepBa OJI0HOWHA, TOTOM MeHs. — JIuH3mb? TH yKe
BEpHYJIach?

— Ia, Bamre BeicoyecTBO, — OTBeTUN 3a MeHs PauMmap. — { npoBozKaj npuHlleccy JIMH3Ib [0 ee CrajlbHU.
OnHa HeBazXKHO ce0sl 4YyBCTBYET...

— o cnanbHu? Hy-HY, — yCMexHyJach Ta.

— TIpoury, Baire BricouecTBo, — 0OpaTuics OJIOHAWH y2Ke KO MHE U TOPOIIJIMBO PacClaxHyJl Iepeno MHOM
OMKaNIIyIo IBEPb.

O, npekpacHo. OKa3bsIBaeTCs, MbI yKe IPUILIU. BepHee, IPUILIHIIN.

— Bnaropmapio, — sT KMBHyJIa ¥, ITOKa PaHMap He yCIiesl OMOMHUTHCSI, CKOJIb3HYJIa BHYTPD U 3aXJIOMHYJIA 3a
co0601t IBEPD.

IIycTh Temeps obiiaroTcs 6e3 MeHs.

HewmHoro nepeBesa nyx ¥ HaKOHEIl CTajla pacCMaTPUBaTh KOMHATY IpuHIleccH JInH3mb. OrpoMHOE
3epKajio B UBSIIHON cepeOpsHOM paMe CTOSIJIO MOYTH MO IIeHTPY, PSAAOM — TyaJIeTHBIM CTONMUK. £
TIOATIJIBIIA OJIMKe ¥ IPUHSIACh PA3TJIsIALIBATh ITKATYJIKY Ha HeM. BHYTpHY Ke 00HapyKUJINCh Pa3HbIE
yKpalieHus: 6ychl, cepbr', 6pacieTsl... [IoToM mponomKuia CBO0 3KCKYPCUIO: Ha IPUKPOBATHON
TyMOOYKe CTOMUT Ba304YKa C KOPAJIJIOM, MCIIOIHSIOMMNM POJIb IIBETKA, & OKOJIO Hee, MPUMOCTHUIACH KaKas-ToO
kHura... K cinoBy, o kpoBatu. OHa uMesna ¢popmy OOIbIION PAaKOBUHEI, JKEMUYKHO-PO30Basi CHapPyXKU U
CcnuBOYHO-Oenas BHyTpu. OUueHb faxe CUMIIAaTUYHO. £ HampaBuiach K Hel, npucena. [lornaguna oOUBKYy:
4TO-TO Bpoje GapxaTa. BOoT TOBKO HU Ofesiyl, HU IMOOYIIeK He HabmomaeTcs. Kak OHU CISAT TyT?
[TompiTanmack Ipuieydsb: MIrkKo, yooOHO, ¥ Bofa, KOrfa pacciabulllbCcsi, BBEPX HE IBITAETCS BHITOJIKHYTh.
Hamarsud4eHHO y HUX TYT BCE, YTO JTU?

— Ara, — oTBeTusa caMa cebe yXxe BCIIyX U yCMexXHyJach. — HaMaruudeHHo, Kak xe. Eciu Tonbko
«HAMaru4eHHO», OT CJIOBA «MAarus», a He «MarHUT»...

O, 6oru, Kaxk ke 37IeCh BCe CTPAHHO, HEMPUBHIYHO. [IMK0. MHe [0 CuX mOp KaxXKeTcs, 4TOo s CIutio. He mory
CKa3aThb, YTO 5 OBbIJIA 10 XKU3HU CKEIITHKOM U IIOJTHOCTHLIO OTPHIlajia CYIIeCTBOBaHHE Maruu 1 4ymec, HO Bce
XKe CTAJIKMBAThCSI C HUMU CaMO¥ He IIPUXOAUJIOCh. A CKa3KH, OHU M €CTb CKa3KH, TJIYII0 BOCIIPUHUMATDb UX
Bcepbes... Kcratn, «Pycamodka» Ovljia Moel Jiro0uMou ucrtopuedt y Augepcera. CKOIbBKO pa3
TepevyuThIBajla ee U CTOJIBKO JKe pas3 IIjlaKalla B KoHIle. M 3a 4To yBaxaro [IMCHes, TaK 3TO 3a CYACTIUBBIN
dbunan g Apuans! Ecnu 6 Tak Bceraa B XKU3HU OFBITIO...

$1 cHOBa T/IsSHYyJIa Ha CBOM XBOCT M TSIKKO B3fOoxXHyna. Het, mydiie He gyMaTh 00 aToM. Hamo Kak-To
abcTparupoBaThCs, a TO HepJaneko u 0o genpeccuu. K Tomy xke JIMH37b TOBOPUIIA, YTO Y HUX, PyCaJIOK, Ha
Cyllle XBOCT MeHsIeTCsI Ha HOTH. 3HA4YUT, BCe He Tak myoxo... Hapgo 6ymet npoBepuTts. ITonpo6oBaTk yopaTh
M3 9TOTO PHIOBETO IIAPCTBA U HAWTU TAe-HUOYAb KJIOYOK 3eMJIM, a TaM, MOXKET, U OCTaThCA. [la, TOYHO!
Xopomast unesi: BHIOPaThCS OTCIOAA Ha CYIIy, CMEHUTH XBOCT Ha HOTHM U cOexKaTh Iofanbiine oT Mops! A
maXke HEMHOI'0O IproOogpuUiIachk U 3aropejach Hamexknou. IIpasaa, ronoc pasyma 6EICTPO OXJIafuil MOH



el Botocs, Ha mere c6ekaTh OKAXKeTCs CII0XKHee, YeM B MeuTaX. V3-3a BEIXOIOK 3TOM HECHOCHOH
JImH37B, B T€JI0 KOTOPOM MEHS yrOopa3[uJiIo IMOacTh, BCA OXpaHa MEeCTEYKOBOT'O KOPOJIEBCTBA HAXOIUTCS
Hadyeky. U Parmap 3TOT ria3 ¢ MeHs He CIIyCKaerT... [la u BApyT [0 OmuzKaMIne CyIId COTHU
KuynoMeTpoB?.. HeT, HeT, cropsya MOXKHO HapyOUTh APoB... HykHo 6ymeT Bce 06myMaTh, IPOBEPUTE...
BrimeiTaTh mo6osbine nHGOPMAIUY y IIPUHIIECCKU.

KcraTu, a Kyma oHa 3amponacTuiachk? 3a 9TO BpeMs yKe HJaBHO OOoJIXKHa Ovlyla JoOpaThCs M0 Moel
KBapTUPHL. MEICIIM O POIHOM [JOMe BHOBBL pacTpeBoxkunu cepaile. Hapmetocs, JInHans OygeT 6epezkHO
OTHOCHUTHCSI K MOUM BeIllaM M He 3a0y[eT moauBaTh GUaiku.

— JIuH3nb! — THXOHBKO MO3BaJjia 5, He 0c000 HamesCh Ha OTBET.

«Mozxenib pa3roBapmuBaThk CO MHOM ¥ MBICJIEHHO, — HEOXMOaHHO 0TO3BajlaCh Ta. — JTO HUKaK He
IIOBJINSAET Ha CBA3b».

51, BCIOMHUB, YTO MOTY He TOJILKO CJIBIIIIATH, HO ¥ BUMETD, IIPUKPHINIA I'1a3a. M cpa3y okasanach Ha CBOeH
POOHOM KyXOHBKE.

«TrI yke y MeHs1 moMa? Kak goOpanachk?» — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO IIOMHTEPECOBaIach 5.

«HopmanbHO, — oTBeTuna JIuH3nmbe. — Kak TH U CKa3aa, HONPOCuiia Ty AeBUIY OTBECTU MEHS».
«OHa HHYero He 3anojo3puia?» — s OTKpELJIa I'la3a U cejla Ha KPOBaTH.

«Hert. ITo-MoeMy, ee BOOOIIIEe HUUETO HE UHTEPECYET».

W B aTOM ecTh mosst mpaBabl. CBEeTKa — CaMbBIl HEJTIOOOIIBITHRINM YeJI0BEK, KaKOT0 I TOJIbKO BCTpedasa. U
10 JKM3HU OHA MOYTH JIMIIIeHa 9MOIMH, OyATO MMOCTOSTHHO IpeOhiBaeT B aHabuo3e.

«Hy 1 Mupox y Bac! — BAPYyr BOCKJIHWKHYNa IpuHIlecca. — lIlyM-ram, CTOIBKO JIIofei... 2Kene3Hsle
moBo3KH... CTpaHHasd ogexkpa... B obmem, xkyTs! Ho, 3Haems, MHe TYyT HPaBUTCS», — HEOXKUTAHHO BECEJIO
3aKOHYMJIa OHA.

— A MHe B TBOEM MUpPe — HET! — OT BO3MYIIIEHUS I CHOBa 3aroBopuia BciayxXx. — U g xouy nmockopee
BEPHYTHCS AOMOU!

«Ho s Xk T'OBOPIO, YTO IIOKa He 3Hal0, KaK 3TO COesyilaTbh», — I'0JIOC JIMHS3MB OIIATH CTal BOPYJINBEIM.

— Ho Kak-To e THI IIOMEHsIJIaCh CO MHOM MecTaMu! — HanoMHusa 1. — [loyeMy OBl He crienaTh BCe TaK
XKe, TOITbKO BEPHYB 00paTHO?

Ho ee oTBeT npocto youn: «IloToMy 4YTO 5 IIOKa He X04y Bo3Bpamarhcs. S 9To, 3ps cOerana?»

— Torpa Th MOXKeIIs HaKOHEI] 00bSICHUTH, 3aueM cberaja? — s IPUHSJIAaCh HEPBHO ITEPEMEIIATHCS 10
cranbHe Tyaa-o0paTHo.

«IIpocTo... MHe COBCceEM He X0YeTCs y4acTBOBaTh B OTOOpPE HEBECT y 3TOI0 MEP3KOro ApakoHa. dy, —
JInuane n3o6pa3wniia 3BYK PBOTHLIX IIO3EIBOB, OTYEr0 MeHs caMy liepenepHyso. — M, BooO1ile, ¢ KaKoro
POKKa 3TO [OJIKHa fenaTh 1? VM mycTs He paccKka3bplBalOT MHe IIPO YyBCTBa Joira. Korga gemno Kacaercs
OpPaKOHOB, 0CO0OeHHO PyOMHOBHIX, g Tac! OHU ke Halu Bparu! A s JoJKHa UM CTPOUTH I'J1a3Ku?
OuaposriBaTh? Co6ma3HaTh? [a mamnaira Mo TOYHO U3 yMa BelKu! KoHe4HO, s yBepeHa, 4To Y MeHs OBl
[IOJIYYUJIOCH BIIOOUTE B ce0sl UX HUYTOXKHOTO KOPOJIKIIKY, HO ake Iajel o rajel He yaapio pagu 3TOro.
Her, HacTONBKO yHUXKAThCA He coOKuparch. Kak 1 pUCcKoBaTh CBOeH KM3HBIO, IIyCTh ¥ pafgy BCero Hapopaa.
HerT, HeT u HeT, s Ha Takoe He corjlacHa! Y1 HUKTO MeHsI He 3aCTaBUT 3TO CheaTh! 3Haelllb, CKOJIBKO pa3 s
nelTajach c6exkaTh? — Cy[s 10 BO3HUKIIEH ITay3e, IpUHIlecca IIOACYUTHIBala Te caMble pa3bl. — JIBasKAbl
B IIPOIIIJIOM MecCsle, U OOGUH yKe B 3ToM! U TONBKO IOCTIEeOHNUN OKa3alcs yoadHbIM».

— YpayHBIM? — 5 TOPBKO YCMeXHyJach. — 711 KOro ynadHbIM? TOJIBKO eciu aJisd Tebs...

«He HepBHUYAM THI TaK, — O€CII€YHO IIPOTSHYIa Ta, U MHE ITOCJILIIIANICS 3BYK OTKPHIBAIONIET OCS
xoyiomuibHUKa. — O, TYT efa... — OIyplllaHWe ITaKeTOB U BHIIBUTaHUe-3aiBUTaHUE AIUKOB MOPO3UJIKU. —
A 4TO, PHIOKH HET?»

— ¥V MeHs B foMe — HET, — CKBO3b 3yOHI OTBeTHIIA 1. MeHs Bce 0O0JIbllle 3/711Ia HArJIOCTh 3TOM JIEBYOHKU.
«A rOe ecTh?» — HaMBHBIM BOIIPOC.

— B marasune!

«Xouemb CKa3aTh, MHE CaMOU IPUAETCS UATU 3a HeU B JIaBKy?» — COKPYIIEHHBIN B3[0X.

— Hy u3BuHUTE, MBI B OTJIMYME OT Bac He KOPOJIEBCKKUE 0COOBI, — XMBIKHYJIA 1. — Hy>KHO OBIIO TydIlie



BBIOMPATH TEJIO [JIsT CBOEeTo mobera... A BAPyT ObI TOXKe MIPUHIIECCY Halla cebe.
«VBBI, OT MEHS 3TO HE 3aBUCEJI0... — ¥ BHOBB IIPOTSIKHBIN BEINOX. — A MOHETEI i€ B3SATh?»

— Ieubru, yto nu?.. 3apaboTaii, — B MUKy OTO3BaJIaCh 5, HO IIOTOM BCe XKe IIoyMepuJsia pa3fgpaxkeHue U
npousHeca 6ojiee CIIOKOWHBIM TOHOM: — B cyMKe ecTh Komiesiek... Ho Tam feHer HEMHOTO, HaJOJIro He
xBaTUT. Eciu ke OBICTPO MpUAyMaelb CIIoco0, KaK BEPHYTh MeHS Ha3afl, CKaxy, I'Jie B3ATh ellle JeHer, —
perina CXUTPUTE IIOTOM.

Xopol110, YTO He ycIiena CHATh BCIO 3apIljlaTy C KAPTOYKM, TellePh 3TO MOXKEeT CTaTh MOUM Ko3kipeM! Ho
MOM TIJIaH IPOBAJIUJICS, HE YCIIEeB ake HadaTh CBOE BOIUIOIIEHWE B XKU3Hb. DTy B30AJIMONIHYIO IPUHIIECCY
0Ka3saJloch He TaK YK IpocTo ucnyrath! OHa cHOBa GBEIPKHYJIAa U OTBETHUIIA:

«4 u 6e3 Tebs HaMmy, rae Pa3go0bITh JeHer. A Thl HE BEPHEIILCS, IT0Ka He UCIIOHUIIE OOJIT, YTO ITOBECHJI
Ha MeHsI Mo¥ mamnaia. Tem 6osee TH caMa eMy y2Ke fajla Ha 3TO COTJjlacue».

— Kakoii monr? — BCIBIXHYJIA 5, YyBCTBYS, YTO BHOBb I'OTOBA OTPY3UTHCA B IYUUHY oTdassHud. — He
HaQo MEeHS BIYTHIBATDH B BAlllM CeMeMHbIe Tpo0iemul! Pa3bupaiics caMa CO CBOMUM OTILIOM, HOJTOM... U... U
OCTaJbHBIM. A MeHsI HeMe[JIeHHO Bo3Bpallail moMmou! Mnu g ceiluac nmoray K TBOEMY OTILy U BCE eMy
pacckaxy!

B oTBeT mocnbImancs Iuilb 3BOHKHUK CMEX, YTO Pa303JINJI0 MEHA elIlle OoJIBIIIe.

— Wnu nyumie s Haligy Bally IPHUOBOPHYIO BEObMY, — POOUIIACh Y MeHs odepenHas upes. — U 00BbACHIO
Bce eif. OHa yK TOYHO CMOXKEeT CHeNlaTh TaK, YTOOH! 1 BEPHYJIach B CBOE POJHOE TeJo!

«HW cHOBa MuMO! — ocapuiia MeHsI 3JI0OBpeaHas JeBYOHKa. — BegbMa, IOCJIe TOr0 KakK sI HallouIa ee
TPOXKOM, OTORIJIa ITOIPaBISATh CBOE 3MOPOBLE K CECTpe-3HaxapkKe 3a 'paHaTOBEIe PUDEL. A 3TO OOBIYHO Ha
Mecs, a To ¥ ABa... U c6exkaTh Ha Cylly faxe He mbiTaics. HaBepxy, 6e3 0co60¥ MOATOTOBKY U 3HAHUM,
THI IOJITO He MPOTSAHeIlb. TaK 4YTO CMUPUCH. ECIIH X04elllb BePHYTHCS JOMOMH, Tebe MpumeTcs
IIOy4acTBOBATh B 3TOM T'JIyIIOM 0TOOpPEe HeBeCT y PyOMHOBOTO KOPOJIS U IOMBITAaThHCS 3ab6paTh y HEro Halil
XamnnoT. A s TeGe B 3TOM TOMOTY, TakK yK U ObITh. Y 3a0AHO 3a TO BpeMsi, TToKa Oyaerns co61a3HATh
OpaKOHYMKa, TONPoOyI0 HaTH CII0c0o0, Kak HaM 0OpaTHO IMOMEHSIThCS TelaMu, — U go0aBuia yxke He
TAKHUM CIIeCUBBEIM TOHOM: — O6elaro...»

4 co ctoHOM OIIYCTHJIAaCh Ha KPOBATh U B CepAlaX yaapuiia KyJIaKOM II0 MATKOH 00uBKe. MeHs BCe-TaKHu
3arHanu B yroiu. fd nmonana... Baumnna... 3acTtpana... M 94To npuKaxkeTte Teneps gejaaTth? CoaThbca?..

— JlagHO... — HEXOTs Mpou3Hecsa 1. — Ho Torga pacckaxku MHe BCe, YTO 5 OOJIKHA Oyay chenaTh, [0
MeTbYaMIlnX ITOgPOOHOCTEH. ..

— A BOT 3TO COBCeM APYTroe Aejio! — yooBIeTBOPEHHO yCMexHyJachk JInHans. — Cryinaiite, Bate
BpemenHoe BricouecTBO, 1 3alIOMUHAUTE...



I'maBa 4

OTKpEHINIa I'J1a3a, U, IPOTIKHO B3[IOXHYB, CHOBAa 3aKphljia. A 5 TakK Hafiesjach, YTO BCe-TAaKHU 3TO OBLI COH...
Ho nHet. Boma, Boga... Kpyrom Boma. U pribuii XBoCT, YTOO €rO...

CeJla Ha KpOBaTH M MOTePJIa JIMLO, YTOOH MOOBICTPEE MPOCHYThCSI. HAaCKOJIBKO ST IOHUMA0, YMBIBAHUE
otmeHsieTcsi. Kak u gym. UTo X, XOTh Ha 9TH €KeIHEeBHbIE IIPOIENypPHl He IPUOETCS TPATUTh BPEMS.

C gyBCTBOM NOIHEMHINIEN 0O0peYeHHOCTH 00Besa riia3aMu KOMHATY, HATKHY/IACh B3TJISOOM Ha CTOIKY KHWT,
KOTOpHBIe BYepa yIanoch pa3mobbITh C TOMOILI0 JIMHIIL B MECTHOM OUOIMOTEKe, U CHOBA B3[OXHYIA.
[Tpunniock U3y4vaTh UX BYEpaA [0 TITyOOKOM HOYHM, ITOKA COH HE CMOPUJI, HO TEMEPh I XOTh KaK0e-TO
npencraBiieHue uMmesa 00 aTom mupe. [IpaBaa, IBe U3 KHUT TakK ¥ OCTAJINCh HEUMTAHHBIMU: O MECTHOM
MoOjie U MOAPOOHEIe KapThl BCEX KOHTUHEHTOB. BOT MMOCJIEIHIOI s ¥ Pellinjia IPOCMOTPETh ceivyac, Bce
PaBHO 3aHATHCS OBUIO HeueM. Pa3Be 4TO XKeJYOOK ypUaa U CXKUMAJICS OT TOJI0fa, HO MCKATh 3aBTPaK g He
crnermuia. BocnoMuHaHUSA 0 TOM, YTO BUepa MHe IIPUHECTIN Ha YXKUH, elrle OBITIN CBEXKU, U IOBTOPSATH 5
3TOTO He xoTeja. Hy He eM s CBHIpyI0 pHIOY, XOTh yoel! M KkpaOukoB ToXKe... TOTBbKO M CMOTJIa, YTO
IMOKEeBATh KakKue-To 6e3BKyCHEIE Bojopociu. JInHamb, Habmomas 3a 9TUM, KakK BCerya, X0xXoTaja, cama ke
He 0e3 y[IOBOJIbCTBUS IIOTTIONIANIa KOIYeHyIo KoIbacy ¥ OCTaTKU OJIUBbE M3 MOEro XononuinbHuKa. OX, Kak
OBI 51 celiuac chesa XOTh Kycouek Kojybacku... [TonmapcTsa 3a Konbacy U crip!

HaBepHOe, BCe Xe CTOUT OTBJIeUbCS U nnouuTarth. KapThl. [la, ©u3y4rM-Ka MEL UX, 3aKpPEUM, TaK CKa3aTh,
IMOoTy4YeHHbIe BUYepa CBedeHusA. BOT TONMBKO He ITONMY, IoYeMy mocjie oOMeHa TellaMH Y MeHS 0CTajlach OT
JInH3Ib CIOCOOHOCTE YUTATh U IIOHUMAaTh MECTHEBIM SI3HIK, @ €e BKYCOBBIE ITPUCTPacTus HeT? Torpma 6w
MEHS He BOJIHOBAJIO, YeM HACHITUTH XKEJTyOOK, U S Obl CIOKOWHO yrmoTpebiisijia MeCTHbIE e TUKATEeCHI...
Yept! U BOT 0nisATh s gyMalo o efe! OTBIeKaeMcCsl, IOCKOPee OTBJIEKAeMCH...

CTpaHulb B KHUTaX OBUIM cOejlaHbl He U3 OyMary, a U3 TOHYaNIINX KOCTSAHBIX IIJIaCTUH, U
TepeBOpPavYnBaTh UX IPUXOOUIIOCH OEPeKHO U He cIlellla. ByKBH Xe ¥ KapTUHKH, KaK 00bsiCHUJIa JIMHIIb,
HaAHOCWJINCH Ha HUX BPYYHYIO YePHUJIAMHU OCbMUHOTOB. [IepBhle HECKOJILKO CTPaHUIIEI IIOCBAIIAINCH
LIapCTBY-TOCYZapCTBY, B KOTOPOM 1 cerdac M Haxopunach. KoponescTBo 2KemuykHbIX BonH. [1epBEIi pas,
KOr[la s yCHbIIIaza 5TO Ha3BaHMe, lTofyMaia, 4To JIMH3Ib pa3sirpbiBaeT MeHs1. Ho oka3anochk, B 3TOM Mupe
BCe I'OCyZapCTBa HOCAT IIOX0XKNe «OparoleHHbe» Ha3BaHus: Umnepus Pyounoserx Ckan, KoponeBcTBo
Naympynuwix HonuH, KoponeBctBo Candupooro O6naka u KoponesctBo YepHoro Omnana. IIpsimo
IOBEJIUPHBIN Mara3WH KaKOW-TO. XOTS U KPacUBO 3BY4YUT, TYT He IIOCIIOPUIIIb...

HTak, 9TOT MUP, K CIIOBY, UMEeHyeMbIi ['apyieeM (CTPaHHO, YTO 3TO HEe OYEPEIHON ParoleHHLIN KaMyIlexK,
Hy Oa JIaJHO), OesT IISITh HapomoB-rocymapcTB. KoponeBcTBo 2KeMuyKHEIX BonmH 3aHMMaeT BCe BOOHOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO: OKeaH ¥ CEeMb BXOOSAIINUX B HETr0o Mopei. M HacessaioT ero Maperu — Te CaMble JIIOIU-PHIOH,
OIHOM M3 KOTOPBIX HE ITOBE3JI0 CTaTh MHe. KcTaTu, JIMHAIIL CKa3asia, YTO 30eCh BCeX XKEeHIITNH MOXKHO
Ha3bIBaATh PyCaJKaMy, a MyK4YUH — TPUTOHAMH, oOpalleHue Ke «Maperu» Jallle UCIIOIb3YIOT B
odumanbHLIX TOKYMEHTaX U Ha BCIKUX MEPOIPUSTUSIX BHICIIETO YPOBHSI.

WUpeMm panbure. Cyllla IpefcTaBjieHa YeTHPbMS KOHTUHEHTaMM, OJHAaKO Ha HUX PaCIIOJIOKEHH! JIUIIb ABa
rocynapcrBa: PyouHoBrle Ckanbl ¥ M3ympynuble Jonunasl. TaM 00KMTal0T B OCHOBHOM IIPOCTHIE JIIonu 6e3
BCSIKHX, TaK CKa3aTh, 0COOeHHOCTEM u criocobHocTel. Ho BOT riaBeHCTBYIOT Haf HUMU I'PUOHEI — T€, KTO
TIOMKUMO 4eJIOBeYEeCKOM UITOCTaCu UMEIOT ellle U ApaKoHbio. OHU, B CBOIO oUepeb, BCTPEYaloTCs TPex
THUIOB: OTHEHHBIE (KaK sI IOHMMAal0, YMEIOIIIHe YIIPaBAsITh 3TOM CTUXHEl), KaMeHHbIe 1 HebecHbie. OOUH U3
KaMeHHBIX TPHOHOB SIBJIIETCS HNpaButesieM M3ympynueix onuH, a BOT PyouHoBrIMU CKajlaMu IIOBeIeBaeT
OTHEHHHBIN OpakoH. K mocnemHeMy, K CJIOBY, MEHS U OTIIPABIISIOT Ha ChefeHue, TO eCTb 0TOOP HeBecT. UTo,
BIIPOYEM, [JIsI MEHSI OJHO M TO XKe. A BOT HeOeCHbIEe TPUOHBI, OHU Xe XkKuTtenu KoponeBcTBa CandupoBoro
O6mnaxka... [TomacTe K HUM MOKHO, TOJIbKO B300PaBIIMCEh HAa CaMyl0 BBICOKYIO TOPY, KOTOpasi HaXOOUTCS Ha
Tepputopum PybuHoBE CKaJ, 0OTKyOa OTKPHIBAeTCs mMyTh B [logHebecke, TOe OHM U 0OUTAIOT, CKPEIBAEMEIE
ob6J1aKaMHu.

[TocnenHee ke rocymapctso, YepHoro Omnana, pacnosiozKeHOo o[ 3eMJIel, U XKUBYT TaM yXKe He I'DUOHE, a
OpUABI — JIOAM C UIIOCTAChI0 3Meu. I10YeMy-TO UMEHHO OHU MyTaloT MeHs OOJbIlle BCETo, XOTs JIMHAIE U
yTBepZKOaeT, YTO APAaKOHH KyAa onacHel. Ho, HaBepHOe, el 3HATH ydlne, Begb Bce KoponeBcTBa B TOU
WY UHOM cTeneHu nomdyuHeHbl MMmepun PyOuHoBbIX CKan. MMeHHO ux uMnepaTop GakKTUYeCKU BlIageeT
9TUM MUpPOM. U BNacTh 3Ty eMy, BEpHEE, ero OTIy, KOTOPHIM He TaK JaBHO MCIIYCTUJI AyX, eCTECTBEHHO,
IprHEeCN He Ha Omoneuyke. Bcemy mpepiiecTBoBasia goiarasi UCTOPUST 3aBOEBaHWM, KOTOPhIE HaYaJlu ellle
UX IIPEOKU.

Ecnu Beputh KHuram, u60 gaxke cama JIMHI/Ib He MOJIaraeTCs Ha CBOIO NEBUYHIO TAMATh, BIIEPBLHIE
OOUUHUTE cebe BeCh 3TOT MUDP PELINI fell TellepelllHero pyOuHOBOr0 UMIIEPATOPa, & 9TO OKOJIO ABYX
cToneTui Halan. KcTaTu, st momeITasack y3HaTh OT JIMHA/Ib, MOYEMY OHHU YIIOPHO BEIMYAIOT 3TOTO APAaKOHAa
«KOPOJIEM», a HEe «MMIIePaTOPOM», Beb 3TO ObIIIO ObI TIOTMYHEH, Ha YTO OHA, KaK Bcerga, GhIPKHyNa U
oTBeTMIA: «IDTO €ro Ianaria B CBOe BPEMS PEIINI BO3BEICUTHCS Hall BCEMU OCTaIbHEIMU KopomeBcTBaMu u
ImeperMeHoBaTh cBOM Py6uHoBEIe CKamnel B UMmepuio, a ce6s1 Ha3HAUYUTh UMIIEPATOPOM, Ha HOejie Ke TaK U
oCTa’scs KOPOIMIIKOM». OgHaKO II0CJIe TOro Kak g y3Hasla IogPoOHOCTH Co3aHus TOM camol Mmmnepuy,



MHE TOKE CTaJjIo IMOHSITHO IIpeHeOpeKeHne IPUHILIECCH U €€ POJCTBEHHUKOB B aipeC MOHAPXUUECKOM
ceMbu PyOuHOBEIX CKall.

WTaxk, nmepBble IONBITKYA 3aBOEBATh cocenel nmpennpunsin Pyouroseii Kopons BepTton II. OgHako ero
IJIaHBI BCKOPEe MOTepIIeny KpaxX: ocTalbHble yeThipe KoponeBcTBa oO0beIMHUIIUCE U Janu eMy oTrop. Ho
CIIyCTS CTOJieTHe yKe ero chiH Ockap III pertuna BO3POOUTE AeJI0 POOUTENIS U pa3Bsi3aTh HOBYIO BOMHY C
cocegHuMM rocymapctBamu. Ockap okasaJsics Kyma 0ojiee XUTPHIM U YMHBIM, YeM ero 6aTiollka, u
HCIIOIb30BaJI HOBYIO CTPATeTHI0 3aBOeBaHus, O1arofapsi KOTOPOi, He IIPOILIIO ¥ Tofia, IPaBUTENN BCEX
ocTtanbHBIX KoposeBcTB OblIM ¥ ero HOT. YTO Ke OH TaKoro caenan? [la mompocTy 3aBlages ux
XasoTaMu.

Teneps Ke IepexoguM K caMOMYy I'lTaBHOMY — TOMY CaMOMY 3arago4HOMY «XajJIOTy», pagu KOTOPOTO U
3aTesTHa BCS 9Ta 3aBapylllka C 0TOOPOM HEBECT M CO MHOY B I'JIaBHOM poJiu. BepHee, IPUMOU CIIEKTaKIIs,
KOHEUHO XKe, MOoJIzKHa Obljia cTaTh Ee BricouecTBo IlpuHIiecca JIMHIJIb, HO OHA pellluia He MapaTh CBOU
MOHAapIIe PYYKH U CBAJIUTD BCIO I'PSI3HYI0 paboTy Ha MeHs. Tak BOT, 0 XaimoTe. DTO CBOET0 pofa
apTtedakT, CBAIEHHBIN KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM eCTh y Kaxkaoro u3 nsatu KoponescTs. PyOuH, udympyn, candup,
oman ¥ XKeMYyT — HeTPYOHO morafmaThCs, Tae 4ei, mpaBaa? Ho Bce He Tak mpocTo. M XamnmnoTr — 3To He
IIPOCTO APAroleHHOCTh UIM CUMBOJI I'OCYHapCTBa, OTPaXKEeHHBIN B €eT0 Ha3BaHUU. DTO HEUTO OOJbIllee: ero
MOIIIb, ero GJIaromony4ue, ero CBI3b ¢ 6oramMu. Ero 3amuTa. 2KuTeso Hallero Mupa mogo0Hoe TSKeIo
IIOHSTH, TEM He MeHee, 37leCh Xa/IJIOT — CaMOe€ IIeHHOe, YTO eCTh ¥ TOCyZapCTBa M ero Hapopa. JIumneHHoe
CBO€ CBSIIIIEHHOT0 KaMHSsI, OHO JIMIIAeTCS U MUJIOCTH 60oroB. CiabeeT ¥ CTAaHOBUTCS 0€33alUTHEIM He
TOJIBKO TIEPE[ COCENSIMHU, HO ¥ OPYTUMM HalaCTSIMU, HANIPUMeDP, FOJIOJOM U O0JIE3HSIMU.

A Temepd IpenCcTaBbTE, YTO BCe XaJUIOTHI OKa3aJIuCh B pyKax OOHOTO 4Ye0BeKa, BepHee, Kopond. Ero
BJIaCTh CTAHOBUTCS Oe3rpaHuyHoM... OmHako Ockap OBII HE TaK XXECTOK, Aa U, KakK s TOBOPHUJIa, HETJIYII, OH
IPeKpacHo MMOHUMAaJI, YTO [aXKe 3aloIyduB Bce XaJlJIoTHI, ele He mobenus. M ecu BOPYT BCe YETHIPe
KOPOJIEBCTBA, JIMIIIEHHEIE CBOETO apTedakTa, BHOBbL OOBEOUHSITCS U BEICTYIISAT IPOTUB HET'0, EMY IPUAETCS
ImocTapaThCsi, YTOOBI OTPaA3uTh UX Hanop. [ToaTomy PyOGuHoBEI#M KOpois pemun nocTynuTh 60mee Myapo:
MIPEJIOKUTH ITIOBEPKEHHEIM IrocynapcTBaM cuenky. OH Bo3BpalraeT XajoTh, IpaBaa, He B IIOJIHOE
BJIafieHYe, a TUIlb Ha UX 3eMJIM, BEICTAaBUB BOKPYT CBOIO OXpPaHy, HO IIPU 3TOM Ipepjiaraet KoposeBcTBam
moOPOBOJILHO BONTHU B €I'0 HOBYIO MIMIIEPHIO, TIOJIYYUB IIPU 3TOM DS IIPUBUJIETUH U BO3MOXKHOCTD
camoynpasiieHus. To eCTh, UCIIOJIb30BaJl CBOET0 pofa MeTOH KHyTa U IpsSHUKa. TeM He MeHee,
MIPEOIOKEeHNe 0Ka3ajioch AeHCTBEHHEIM. [IepBBIM coracuioch Ha Hero KopomneBctBo CandupoBoro
O6mnaka, 3a 4TO ero 00J1aroqeTe/IbCTBOBAJIM MOYTH IIOJTHOM aBTOHOMUEH (Hy, 3a UCKITIOUEHUEM TOTO, YTO
Xanmot B m11000% MOMEHT MOT BHOBb HCUYE3HYTb CO CBOETO CBSIIEHHOTO MecTa). Jlajiee coanuch
N3ympynHble [[OJIMHEBI, Oa elle ¥ IOPOOHUINCh co CKalaMu: OBIOBEBIINUM HE3a[0JIT0 A0 3TOT0 PYOUHOBHIHM
KOpOJIb 00paTuI BHUMaHUEe Ha MECTHYIO IIPUHIIECCY U CHOejlall ee CBOel HOBOM xkeHou. KoponeBcTBo
Yepuoro Omaja «JIOMaioCh» OOJIbIIIE OCTAIbHEIX, HO BCE XK€ TOXKEe PEINIo, YTO XyIoH MHUp IydIine goOpoi
CCOPHI, U TOOYUHUIIOCH HOBOM MMiiepuu. M TONMBKO mamoyka Halnel JIMH3/Ib oKa3aJICs Topaou ITHUIEH,
BepHee, TPUTOHOM, U KaTeTOPUYEeCKH OTKa3aJicsa npuHuMaTh ycioBus Ockapa III. C omHOM CTOPOHEL, 3TO
OOCTOMHO yBaXkeHusd... Haltu He cHaloTcs, ¥ BCSIKOe Takoe... Ho ¢ gpyroiu... XaianoT Tak U OCTaJCsa y
Py6unoBoro Koporsi. Beimu mopBaHbl MOYTH BCE MOMUTUYECKHE U 9KOHOMUYECKHe CBSI3U C cocemsiMu. Bce
Maperu NpeBPaTUINCh B IIEPCOH HOH-TpaTa Ha Opyrux 3eMiiax. M nocrenerno KoponeBcTBO 2KeMUyKHBIX
BomH cTano mpuxonuTh B ynamok. Hapom HuIasn, Hadaauchk 00JIE3HU, ITOPOH ITEPEXOAsIIe B HaCTOSIIINN
Mop. Co croB JIMH3/Ib, YMCIIEHHOCTh Maper 3a IIOoCJeqHKe IIOJICTOJIETHUSI COKPaTHUIOCh BABoe. be3ycnoBHO,
BepXyIIKa oOIIecTBa BO I'IaBe C KOPOJIEBCKUM CEMEMCTBOM CTpagajia MeHbIIle IIPOCTOrO I0Ha, HO U UM B
IOCJIeAHME TOObI IIPUIIJIOCH 3aTAHYTh I10sica (TO-TO ST CMOTPIO, BOOOPOCIIAMM OJMHUMU KOPMSTCS!).

OpHakKo HUYTO U HUKTO He BedeH IIof JIYHOH, U IIYCTh IPaKOHUM BeK OymeT IOAJIMHHEee, YeM y 0OBIYHOTO
4yeyioBeKa, HO npuiio BpeMms u Ockapy III yiitu B Cagsl BoroB, Kak 3mech UMeHyeTCsT 3arpo0OHEI Mup. U
IIPOU3OIIIO 3TO COBCEM HENaBHO, He fajee Kak Ilapy MecsIleB Ha3af. Teleph Ke Ha TPOH B3OIIET eT0
CTapIIWi ChIH AJIJIEH M TYT K€, e[JBa MOYTHUB ITaMsTh OTIIa, PeIuyl 063aBeCTHUCh KEHOH, 0 CIIy4alio 4ero u
ycTpauBaeTcs MacmTabHb 0TOOP HeBecT. I[Ipo3HaB 06 3TOM, manaria JIMH3Ib TOCYUTAlI, YTO Y HETO
TIOSIBUJICS ITAHC BepHYTh cebe XannoT. OH paccyquil: KOPOJb ToKa OyIeT IOJTHOCTHIO 3aHAT BEIOOPOM
HEBECTHl ¥ er0 BHUMAaHUeE K XKeMUYyKHOMY XaJIJIOTy Ha 9TO BpeMs SIBHO ocjiabeeT. 3HAUUT, MOXKHO 3aciiaTh
K HEMY BO OBOPEI] IIIIMOHAa, KOTOPHIM BEIBEOAET, TOEe XPaHUTCS CBAIIEHHBEIN apTedaKT 1 gaxe, BO3SMOXKHO,
€My yOacTCsI BRIKPAcThb €ro. A Ha KOTo B 9TOM ClIydyae MeHbIlle BCero nafgeT nogo3peHuii? Koneuno, Ha
HEBECTY. A eClIu el ellle M YOAcTCs BIIIOOUTE B ce0st KOPOJIs, TO 3afada oberdaercs B pa3sl. Cpa3sy,
KOHEYHO, BO3HMKAET BOIIPOC: IT0YeMy IIITMOHOM [OJIKHA CTaTh MMEHHO PoAHas No4Ka, a He KaKas-Huoynb
Opyrasi CUMIIaTUYHas pycanouka? Hy, BO-IEPBEIX, 3TO YK TOYHO Oy[eT «CBOM» YeJl0BEeK. A, BO-BTODHIX, Ha
oTOOpe OOHWUM U3 MIEPBHIX UCIBITAHUY IJIsT HEBECT OYOEeT IPOBEPKA WX MPUHAMIEKHOCTH K Briciieit Kposy,
KOTOpasi TeueT TOJIbKO B IIPEJICTAaBUTENIAX 3HATHLIX PONOB. $I MOKa TOYHO He 3HaI, KaK UMEHHO 3TO OyneT
MIPOBEPSITLCS, PABHO KaK U TO, KakKuM oO6pa3om Ero XKemuyxkHoe BenuuecTBo coOMpPaETCs CKPLITh OTO BCEX
HCTHUHHYIO CYUIHOCTh HOYEePU-PYyCaIKU, HO MHE y2Ke BCe 9TO OYeHb U OUeHb He HpaBUTCH. [la U IJIaH BECH,
Ha MOU B3TJIAM, NUT OeNIbIMKU HUTKaMHU...

Ho pa3Be MeHS KTO-TO CIIpalliiBaeT?

«Kak crmamoch Ha HOBOM MECTEe?» — ToJioc JIMH3/Ib B I'OJIOBE YZXKe He IIyrajl, HO 3aCTaBHUJI HEIIPHUA3HEHHO



IIOMOPIIUTHCA.

— He CKaXy, 4TO BBICIIaJIaCh, — OTBETHUJIAQ, OTKJIaAbIBasi KHUTY. — He MOTY CIIaTb oe3 ogedila U IMOOYIIIKHU.
U ot romnopa c yma CX0Xy.

«3aTo A cIajla IpeKpacHo, — TOYHO U3[eBasich, IPUHIlECCa CIIagKo 3eBHyJa. — TOJIbKO TOXKe I'0JIofHa.
Bupnumo, ipuneTcs BLIMTH U3 IOMY B JIaBKy, KYIIUTh eIlle eObl».

— Ho B XomogunbHUKE €Obl JOCTATOYHO, Ha MOM B3TJISIM, — 3aMeTHJIa sI, C TOCKOM BCIIOMHHAS ero
comepxuMoe. A s BeOb IT03aBYepa XOPOIIIeHLKO TaK 3aTapujiach B THIIepMapKeTe, Ha Hemeo BIepey.

«41 y2Ke mo4TH Bce chena», — oropoiuuna MeHs JINHIIb.
— Bce uTo 6817107 Hy THI 1 062k0pa! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BHIIOXHYIA S.

«Y MeHs OPOCTO XOPOIIUM alleTuT, — Ta HUYyTh He CMyTuiIachk. — 2Kaib TOJIBKO, YTO MPUAETCS Ha cebs
OIISITH HaZleBaTh CTOJILKO Belreli! ¢ Boobiie He 1060 OmeXy, a TyT ellle U MeXxa... M mouemy y Bac TyT
Tak xonogHo? [IpamMo KakK Ha AJIMa3HBIX OCTPOBAaXx...»

— IToToMy 4TO y Hac 3uMa, — OTBETHJIA I y2KE PacCCesIHHO, TaK KakK JIMH3J1h HallOMHU/Ia MHEe 00 ofgexKie.
A s BeOp ellle BUepa XOTela IMOObICKaTh cebe YTO-HuOyab, YeM MOKHO IIPUKPHITh TPYOb!
— Heyxenu y Bac BooOOIIIe HET HUKAKOMW OOEeXKIBI? — CIIPOCHUJIA, BHOBD OTJISIILIBAST KOMHATY.

«EcTb... BoH cyHOyK cTOUT. TaM JIEKUT KaKas-TO OfexXKaa r'pUOHOB. [T0Mb3yIOCh €10, KOTHa HY>KHO BHIUTHU
Ha CylLIy», — 0TO3Bajlach JIMH3IIb, U MOCIBIIIAJICS IIJIECK BOOHL.

— Moemsca? — MOMHTEpPECcoBanach 5, YyCTPEeMISsCh K 3aBETHOMY CyHOYKY.
W noueMy s paHbllle B HETO He 3arjiasgHysa?
«IIpITaroCh, — MpoBOpYasa NpuHIlecca. — Ho KymnasibHU y Bac yK O4eHb TeCHEIE... He nonnaBaemb!»

— Tak 3TO0 BaHHA, ¥ OHA IIpegHa3Ha4YeHa He OJIS IIJIaBaHbs, a OJIsI MBITbSI, — YCMEXHYJIAcCh §, YK€ BepTsI B
pyKax CUMIATUYHOE PO30BOE MJIaThe C pyKaBaMHU-pOHapUKaMU.

Hert, moxarnyii, 9T0 OyeT CIUIIKOM... MeHs B HEM 3[ENIHUN Hapofd TOYHO He moiMet. O, a BOT mapduk
Kakou-To! Ecniu ero 3anaxHyTh KpeCT-HaKpeCT Ha I'PYOU M 3aBA3aTh Ha IIee, IIOIyYUTCS MUJIBIN TOIMHK...

«A rOe XKe y Bac IjaBaloT?»

— Ecnu He B BomoeMax, TO B 6acceiiHax, — s IOBEPHYIACH K 3epKajly U CTajla BOILIOUIATEL CBOIO
ou3aliHepCcKyio uner. — Kak y MeHst Ha pabore...

«Ha pabote?..» — npoTsaHyna JIMH3/Ib 3araJOYHEIM TOHOM, HO 51 ceriyac Obljla TaK 3aHsATa CBOUM TOITUKOM,
4yTO He oOpaTHjia Ha 3TO BHUMAaHHUe.

A B crnegyromuii MUT B IBEPh IIOCTYUYallK, ¥ B Hee IPOCYHYJIach rOJIOBKA CBETIOBOJIOCOM CITy?KAaHKH,
KOTOpas yXKe Buepa HaBedkIBalach KO MHE C YXKUHOM. HeyKeu omsiTh CBOM BOOOPOCIIH IpUHecsa?

Ho HeT, oka3anocs, elle XyXe.

— Barmre BricoyectBo, Ero Benu4ecTBO U OCTaTbHBEIE TPUHIIECCH XKOYT B BAC B CTOJIOBOM K 3aBTPaKy, —
KJIaHSsCh, COO0IIMIIa CITy2KaHKa.

— B cronoBo#i? — ucnyranach 1. Y BOpyT MOHsI/Ia, YTO ellle He TOTOBa BCTpedYaThCs CO BCEM CEMEUCTBOM,
mOa elrle 3a 3aBTpakoM. — Ho s He xouy. [IprHecu MHe ey B KOMHATY, ITOXKanyHcTa...

— HpOH.Iy MeHd IIPOCTUTD, Bamre BricouecTBO, — BHU[ PyCaliIkK1 CTaJl HeCHaCTHHBIM, XOTh K I'PyIHu
HpH}KHMaﬁ, — Ho Ero BenmuuecTBo HacTamBaeT, YTOOLI B IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIX HaA 3aBTPaAkKe...

«JInH9Ib! — y2Ke MBICIIEHHO BO33Basa s K IpuHIilecce. — YTo MHe menaTh? UoTu?»

«Wmu, — mpo3BydYasa paBHOAOYIIHBIM O0TBeT. — OT mamaliy Tak MPOCTO He OTBEPTHIINLCA... [la TH U He
CMOZKEeIlb JaTh €My OTHOP, KaK 3TO Aejiana . Tak Y4To BEIXOHOa HET».

«Ho TBI HE OCTaBUIIL MEHSI? — § elre OO0JIbIlle pa3BOTHOBANIACh. — BymeIs Ha CBI3U?»

«JlagHo... Tak yX& U OBITB... — B3OOXHYJIA Ta. — [IPUAETCS CHOBA CIyLUIAQTh IJIYIYI0 OOJITOBHIO CBOUX
CeCcTpHil...»

— Xopoiro, — obpaTunacs s yxke K ciayxkaHke. — [lepenatite Ero BenudecTBy, 4TO 51 CKOpO Oyay...






I';maBa 5

«0, Bce cecTpu4Kku B cOOpe», — IMIPOKOMMEHTHUPOBaa JIMHA/Ib, KOTa 5 BIJIbIIIa B 00eOeHHEBIN 3al. 3a
HaKPBITEIM CTOJIOM [EeMCTBUTEILHO PACIIONIOXKUIIUCE IITh PyCcaJioK U OBa TPUTOHA B IIpHUaaydy, IUIb Ero
BenuuecTBa HUTOE He OBIIO BUOHO.

— Harmmra 6ernsiHka BEPHYJIaCh, — IIPOTHUBHEIM I'OJIOCKOM IIPOM3HECJIa CaMasi MJlagllasad Ha BU[LO
OpuHIecca. — Hy YTO, OIIATE IIOIIBITKA He ynanaCB?

BomnHuCTEIE CBETIIBIE BOJIOCH, OTPOMHEIE CHHHUE Tila3a, MyXJble TyOKH — s OBl Jaja el JIeT NsATHaOIaTh, He
OoJIbIIIe.

«3TO0 Imnya, — IMIPOKOMMeHTHUPOBasna JIMHaIb. — Y2KacHO rajgkas feB4Y0oHKa. MBI 4aCTO AepeMCs C HEH...»
Yac oT yacy He jerue...

Pa3 aTo romy6orna3oe CyIiecTBO TaKoe ApadinBoOe, 5 Pelllnia, 4To OyeT aydlle MTPOUTHOPUPOBATh ee
emKoe 3aMeYaHue U C JellaHHO BeXKIJIMBOM MHTOHAITMEelN 00paTHIIOCh yKe KO BCEeM:

— Mob6poe yTpo.

«Moe mecTo psapoM ¢ Kaccu. Ta, uTto Gosblie Bcex oO6Bemtana OycaMu. Prixkasi, IO4YTH Kak g», —
nopcka3ana JIMHAMIb.

4 Hamia riazaMu caMylo pa3HapsKeHHYIO 10 MECTHBIM MepKaM PyCaliky C BOJIOCAMU UyTh CBETJIEE MOUX
¥ OCTOPOZKHO IIPHUCEeia Ha COCEeNHEE KPeco.

— A 4T0 3TO y Teb6s1 Ha rpynu? — HAIPOTHUB MEHs, YePE3 CTOJI, 0KAa3aJIOCh ellle OOHO I0HOE CO3aHue C
OBYMS alleIbCUHOBO-PHIXKUMHM KOCUYKaMU. XJIonasa IJIMHHEIMY PeCHUIlaMHU, IeByIIKa C HHTEPEeCOM
paccMaTpuBalia MO UMIIPOBU3UPOBAaHHBIN TOIIUK.

— IToxoxe, OHa y2Ke TOTOBUTCS K MHPY I'PUOHOB, — KaK-TO 3JI0 IIPOTOBOPUIIA IPUHIIECCA, CUASIIAS PSIO0M
C Hel. JTa pycajika uMejla caMblii TEMHEIU CpeqU BCeX CeCTep LBET BOJIOC, IIOUTH KaIlITaHOBEIY, U KEJITO-
3eJIeHbIe I'jIa3a.

«0, ato Hama MupuaMm, — c exupnIel nporsaxyna JIuaanes. — [Ipencrasiselns, OHa caMa XoTejla
oTIpaBuThCA Ha 9T0T OTO6OP. Ho mamaima ee He MyCTHUJI, TakK KakK el 10 COBEPIIEHHOJIETHUS HE XBaTaeT
nonyropma. BoT oHa u 6ecutcs. Y 3aBunmyeTr MHe. Ho Tak el u Hafo, MypeHe!»

«Omna xoTena caMa noity Ha OT60P?» — 5 YyTh He BEICKA3ajla yOUBIIEHNE BCIIyX, HO BOBPEMs BCIIOMHUIIA,
YTO HaAX0XKYyCh He OfHa.

«Hy pa, oHa y Hac nanuHa godka. Y spast maTpuoTka, — CO CMEIIKOM OTO3Basiach JImH3Ib. — TOJIBKO Aeso
COBCeM B IpyroM. MHe pacckasanu CiyKaHKU, YTO BUAEIU, KaK OHa NpsdeT y ceOsl B CYHIOyKe IIOPTPET
Py6unoBoro Koporns, a mo HodaMm B3mbixaeT 10 HeMy... Ho ecnu mamaira y3HaeT, 9TO OHA B HETO
BIIOOJIEHA, MOXKET U TUTYJIa JIUIIUTE, ¥ U3 ABOPIlA BEITHATH... Tak 4To eciu Mupuam OyneT Tebe
mocaXpaaTh, HaAMEKHHU, YTO B KypCe ee TaluHEBI».

«A JeBYylIKa PsAOaoM C HeU KT0?» — IIOMHTEepeCcoBaiaChk TEIlepPh 4, He COBCEM YIOTHO OIIyIllasa cebs mmox
JTIO0OTEITHEIM B3TJISITOM pyCaJiku C KOCUYKaMH.

«ITenemnomna. OHa caMas MafllleHbKas, eIle B KYKJIBI UTPA€eT», — OTMAXHYJIaCh JIuH5mE.

— Bynp ocTopokHa, — HEOXKUIAHHO KO MHE CKJIOHUJack Teopa, Ta caMas 371aTOXBOCTAs pycaska,
KOTOPYIO s1 BCTPETHJIa BUepa y cBoel KoMHaThel. OHa Kak pa3 cufe’a o APYyTrylo PYKYy OT MeHs, OKOJIO
IJIEYUCTOTO TPUTOHA-OPIOHETa, IO-BUIUMOMY, ee CyIlpyra.

«O yeMm oHa?» — B3BUJIACh JIMHIIIb.
— O 4eM BHL... TEI? — CIIPOCHUJIA f TakK K€ THUXO.

— O Panmape, — nosicauia Teopa. — He mo3Bosisiii eMy TaKuX BOJIBHOCTEH, Hake HaenuHe! [1ycTh OH U
TOTOB Ha Tebe KEeHUTHCSI, HO HEU3BECTHO, COTJIACUTCS IU Ha 9TO OTell. IToaToMy Geperu CBOIO YeCTh, a
€CIIH OCTYIIHIILCS, Ha3a[ HU4Yero He BepHeIllb. ..

«0, a 9TO YXKe Halll KalluTaH BbITBOpI/IJ'I?» — BcTaBuiaa JIMH3Ib C HEOOBOJILHEIM B3TOXOM.

«XoTes, 9TOOH s1 MPUTJIacuiia ero YeOUHUTHLCS B TBOEU cranbHe. U mbITanicsd 00HATh MEHSI, — C YIIPEKOM
otBeTuna si. — A Teopa Hac 3acTykKana».

«BoT ke kpab HagoemIMBLIN! — BO3MyTHJIaCh IPUHIIECCA, HO KAK-TO YK O0OJIbHO UTPUBO. — A 5 Belb



IIPOCHUJIa €ro He pacilyCcKaTh PyK npu Bcex! Ho Tl ¢ HuM Oymb moctpoxke! M HU 3a YTO HE XO[U C HUM B
I'poTel Yenouuenusa!»

«4TO 3a I'POTH YeOUHEHUA?» — He IIOHINa 5.

Ho otBeTutsh JIUH3Ib He ycClerna.

— Ero Benuuectso [Tapuc IV, — nmpoHeccs o CTOJI0OBOM I'POMKU T'OJIOC.

IIBepu HACTEXKb PAaCHaxXHYIUCh, ¥ B HUX TTOKA3aJICAd PHIXKEOOPOOLIN KOPOJIb.

— Haxkonen-to, — npoBopuana cebe on Hoc MajblnKa [lerenona. — A To g cefiuac TapeiKy Ha4HY €CThb...
4 ycmexnynack: a oHa 3a6aBHas. U, KaxkeTcCsl, COBCEM He 3J110Ka, KaK JIMHS3IIb U IPYTHUe CECTPHI.

Mezxkay TeM KOPOJIb 3aHSJI CBOe MECTO BO T'JIaBE CTOJIa U MEJIEHHO OTJISAeN MPUCYTCTBYIOIINX, Ha MHE eT0
TSI2KEJIBIN B3TJISI 3aepaKajicsa 0COOeHHO [ONro, HO, K CYaCThI0, OH TaK HUYEro W He cKa3ajl. [locie yero
caernajl 3Hak CiIyre, IpUKa3biBas:

— Hecwure 3aBTpak...

O6neyeHre IPOMENBKHYJIIO Ha JIUIIaX BCEX IIPUCYTCTBYIOMINX 0e3 UCKITIOUeHUsI. DJjla CXBaTula BUIIKY U
MIPUHSJIaCh HETEPIIEJIMBO BEPTETD €€ B PyKax, a [leHesiona crajia YKpPaJgKoi BOOUTH MaIbLEM 10 KPAEIIKy
Tapenku. MeHs ke 00JIbIlle 3aWHTEPECOBAIA KYBIIMHYUKY C Y3KUM T'OPJIBIIIIKOM, KOTOPHIE 3aMEHSIJT!
37lech IIOCYLY OJIS NUThS. £ yKe BUepa ObITalach IOHATH, KAKUM 00pa30M B TAaKOM KYBIIMHYUKE
yOepzKUBaeTCs XKUOKOCTh U ITOUYEMY HE CMEIINBAETCS C OKPYZKAIOIIeH BOMIOM, HO TTOMOIIb JIOTHUKHU
oKazamnach Oecrnone3Hoii. [loxoxe, U TYT OeNCTBYIOT KaKMe-TO MHbIEe 3aKOHHI, TPOTUBOpeyalvue Gusnuke u
XUMUH.

Bckope B 3aj1 BIJIEIIA BePEHUIIA CIIYI-TPUTOHOB C ITIOAHOCAMU, U s He CcHepKajla BOCTOPKEeHHOI'0 CTOHA: Ha
OBYX U3 HUX Jiexkanu GpyKTel! H06JI0KH, IPpyIIn, alelbCUuHbl, 6aHaHbl, BUHOTPAL...

«0, Tebe, moBe3no, — xMuIKHyIa JIuaans. — Kourpabauny u3 U3yMpynHbIxX [LONIHH IOOBE3IIHN».
Ho mHue yxke Ovl7I0 IIeBaTh Ha ee HacMewmku. Heyxenu? Heyxkemnu s cefiuac CMOT'Y XOThb YTO-TO II0ECTh?

«CHUIbHO HE Pa3roHSANCS, — OXJIaiujia MOH MBI MPUHIIECCA, — KaXKAOMY TOJBKO 10 ABa GpyKTa. M ke
ceyac He TOpPryeM OTKpPHITO ¢ gpyrumu KoponeBcTBamu, IOJIb3yeMcs TOIBKO KOHTpabaHOou. A 3TOT
HOBBIN KOPOJIb, KOTOPHIH PyOUHOBHIHM, KaK IIPHUIIEST K BJIAaCTHA, TaK KPEIIKO B3SJICs 3a 60puoy C
KoHTpabaumucTamu. M Temeps OJisi HaC ela TPUOHOB — HACTOSIAS POCKOITL. Tak uTo, BOT Tebe ele oouH
moBop, 4TOOB HeHaBUIETh HOBOro MMnepaTopa».

IIBa ¢pykTa? Bcero gea? Ho 3TO Bce Ke JIydllle BOOOPOCIIEHN U ChHIPOH priOni! 4 moMopinusiach, KOrga OguH
W3 CIYT IPEAIOKUII MHE BHIOPATh CO CBOET0 MOHOCA YTO-HUOYh U3 MOPENPOOYKTOB. HeKOTOphIe U3 HUX
OBLIN elre KUBBIMU U MIEBEJTUJIUCE.

— Her, cnacu6o, — sHePru9HO 3aMoTasa s T'OJIOBOM U B HeTePIIeJINBOM OXKUIaHUYM BO33PUJIaCh Ha TOI'0
CIIyTy, YTO HeC PPYKTHI.

A Korja OHY 0Ka3aJIMCh OKOJIO MEHSI, pacTepsijachk: YTO BHIOpPaTh? X0TeNoCk Bcero u cpa3ly! Ho MoxkHO
OBIIIO B3STh TOJIFKO OBa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MO¥ BHIOOP ITajl Ha 6aHaH ¥ MaJIeHbKYIO BETOUKY BUHOTpaja —
camble CHITHHIE U3 BCeX (ppykToB. OQHAKO masbllle MeHS XK[aJl elle OOUH «CheqOOHBIM» CIOPIIPU3: Ha
caMOM IIOCJleHeM IIOHOCe JIeXKaslu IIoKonagHble KoHbeTwl. BoT aTo nupmectso! 2Kanb TOIBKO, YTO UX
OBIJIO POBHO BOCEMB IITYK, KaXKAOMY IIPHUCYTCTBYIOIIEMY IO KOH(ETKE.

BanaH, BuUHOTpaj, KOHGeTa — JaBHO MHe He OBIIO TaK BKyCHO! ¢ Hacnaxkpmanach KaXKabIM KyCOYKOM,
KaXXIOou KpoIledykoi... U make MeCTHBIN HaIlMTOK, 3aMEeHSIIOIINM 30eCh Ual, MoKa3aicsd MHe He TaKUM
OTBpPaTUTENILHBIM, KaK BYepa.

— JIuH3nb! — BHACTHBIN I'0OJI0C KOPOJISI BEPHYJI MEHS M3 TaCTPOHOMUYECKOTO pPasi B PealbHOCTh, U S efiBa
He ToJlaBUIIach MocJieqHel BUHOTPAIUHKOM.

«JIla, oTern», — mopackasasna MHe caMa JIMHIJIb.
— Ia, oTell, — KaIISHYB, 0TO3Balach .

— Ckopo nongeHs. Hamerocs, TH He 3a0bia, uTo TeOst B KoponeBckoM I'poTe KIeT HaCTaBHUK? — CIIPOCHIT
ITapuc IV.

Ha camowm pene, 3a6bima. M JIuuans, moxoxe, Toke. Ho He MpU3HABATHCS KE B 9TOM?

— Her, g BCe MOMHIO... OTEIl, — OTBETHUJIQ, CTapaTeJIbHO OTBOAA I'Jla3a.



— IIpekpacHO, — KUBHYJ OH. — PaHMap ¥ ero Joau OyOyT COIPOBOXAATh TeOS U OXPaHSTh.

— Bowumrkcs, mana, 4To JIMHAIL ONATE COEXKUT? — XOXOTHYJIa JIa.

«TpecHu el o 10y 4eM-HUOYOb, — PHIKHYJA JIMHAJIb. — A TO IPSIMO PYKH UENIyTCS!»

«BepHuCH B CBOe TeJo U caMa TpeCHU, — ITapupoBana 1. — U Tak 3a Tebsa Kyudy npobieM pasrpebaro...»
Ho xopons He o6paTul BHUMaHUS Ha BHIIAM MJlafliei qodyepu U BHOBb IIOBEPHYJICA KO MHe:

— Ecnu TH 3aKOHYHIIA C 3aBTpPakoM, JIMH3/Ib, TO OTHPaBISANCSI ITOTOBUTHLCS K BCTpede C HaCTaBHUKOM
Kartenom.

¢l c pamoCThIO MOKUHYJIA 9TY «APYXKHYIO» CEMEHKY, HO elle 60JIbIe pagoBajiach TOMY, YTO CKOPO OKaXyCh
Ha CyIIe.

«IImaThe HageBal cpa3ly, — OaBajia MHe COBETHI JIMHAIb, ITOKA S BO3Bpalllanachk K cebe (IPOCTUTe, K HaM)
B KOMHaTy. — MHaue mopafgyelllb HacCTaBHUKA CBOMMU T'OJIBIMU IIPEJIECTSIMU. A eCJIU OH HaTypa
4yBCTBUTEJIBHAS, TO HOBEIEIb U 00 00Mopoka. B mpyrux KopoieBcTBax XOOUTH T'OJILIIIIOM CUNTAETCS
OYPHBIM TOHOM».

— Boo0i1ie-To, B MoeM MUpe TOxKe, — IIpefocTeperia si. — Tak 4To He B3gyMai 00HaXUTHCS IIepe KeM-
T0. Co3mamib mpobneMul 1 cebe, U MHeE.

«a TYT y BaC 1 Heé Pa30eHelIbCd, IIPU TaKOM XO0JIOAe-TO», — YAPYYEHHO OTO3BaJlaCb JIuH3nE.

IImaThe s gonro He BI:>I6I/IpaJIa, B3sJIa BCE TO K€ PO30BOE, YTO IIOIIaJIOCh MHE BO BPEMs YTpeHHeﬁ PeBU3NU
CYHIOYKOB. OpeBaThCA B BOLlE OKa3aJioCh 2KYTKO Hey;E[OGHO, KOTr'la Ke BCe-TaKU HaTsHYyJIa IIJIaThbe Ha cebs,
BRITJIAOE]I B HEM KaK-TO HeEJIeIIo.

«Bo3bpMU BOH Ty KOPOOOYKY, UTO YV IIKATYJIKUA CTOUT, — CKa3asa JIMH3Ib. — ITO ITOPOIIOK AJIST CYIIKHU
omeXnOel ¥ Bojoc. Korga okaxelibcs HaBepXy, HOCHIIb UM IIjIaThe U roioBy. Jil! TonIbKO 30eCh He
OTKpBIBal!» — mpemocTeperiia OHa, KOTAa I OeUCTBUTENbHO YyTh OBIJIO HE CHSIJIA KPHIIIIEYKY C XKeIe3HOU
€MKOCTH.

— A uTo OymeT? — MHEe CTaJ0 UHTEPECHO. — BRICYyIIly BCIO KOMHATY?

A sTo upes!

«HeT, IpOCTO MCHOPTHUIIL IIOPOLIOK», — OTBETHUJIa JIMHIIIb.

— IlpuHiiecca! — B gBeph nocTy4danu. — Baiire BricouecTBO, BBl TOTOBBI?

Parmap. Kak Bcerpa OBICTD U yCITyZKJIUB.

— [a, s1 yke, — Opocusia st mOCIeTHUN B3TJISAA B 3€PKaJi0 U HAITPABUJIaCh K IBEPSM.

3a HUMM MeHs XKpaan 671oHauH PaHMap U KBapTeT u3 ero OpaBbix pedsaT. XOpoIlo, YTO OH HE OfWH, 3HAYUT,
OOJIXKEH [epzkaTh cebs1 B paMKax MPUIINYMS.

— BepuTe MeHs, KanuTaH, — IOoApaXasi TOHY JIMH3J1b, CKOMaHOoBana si. — A TO s rmon3alkriia, roe
HaXOOUTCSH T'POT...

— B&I 3a6b1mH, Toe HaxoguTcst KoponeBckuit [poT? — U yAUBIEHHBIN B3JIET OPOBH.
— Her... — 3amsnacs OBIJIO 5, HO TOTOM OBICTPO B3si1a cebs oO6paTHO B pyKu. — Benure, B ob1ieM!

Bce-Ttaku B InepenBrU2KEeHHUHU BIIJIaBb €CTh CBOMU IIJIIOCHI: HE HY2KHBI JIECTHHUIIEI 1 J'II/I(I)TBI, MO2ZKHO IIO4YTH
6eCHpeHHTCTBeHHO IIepeMenaTseCsa B mo6oM HaIlIpaBJIEHUWHW — BBEPX, BHU3, BIIPABO, BJIEBO...

Ecnu GBI TONBKO IIJIaThe He MEIajo MJIbITh.

Temeps s1 HAYKWHAJA IOHUMATh, IIOUEMY PYCAJIKi He HOCAT ofexk[. [IyiaThe IOCTOSIHHO JIUILIO K TENy, a 9YTO
Xy2Ke — K XBOCTY, IIyTaIOCh U LEIJISIIOCH 3a IIJIABHUKH. [[PHXOANUIIOCH IEPUONUIECKH ONEPrUBaTh €r0 U
IIOIIPaBIIsATh. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MHE HaI0€JIO 3TO [ieNlaTh, U s IONPOCTY 3afpajia ero o caMol tanuu. Tak-
TO JIy4IIe...

PaHMap BCIO JOPOTY CTPOHMII CYPOBOTO KallMTaHa Mepe CBOMMHY ITOOUYMHEHHBIM U MMOYTH He 060payunBanIcs
B MOIO CTOPOHY. MHe e 3TO TOJILKO OBUIO HAa PYKY: OT €r0 3HAKOB BHMMAaHMS s TePsijiaCh U He 3Haa, Kak
cebs BecTu.

JIuH3b XKEe TeM BpeMeHeM BCe-TaKM OTIIPABUJIACh B Mara3uH, 1 IIOKa MHEI IIJIBIJIN K I'POTY, A
UHCTPYKTHPOBAJIa €€, Kyda UATHU U 4YTO OeJiaThb. CnepBa s HEMHOI'O BOJIHOBAJIaCh 3a Hee, HO IIOTOM IIOHdAJIa:



MIPUHIIECCA CIUIIKOM YBEPEHHO YyBCTBYeT ce0si B MOEM MHUpPE, CXBATHIBAET BCE HAJIETY U, IOX0XKE, U
masbllie He mponameT. TeM He MeHee, MHE CTaJlo HAMHOTO CIIOKOMHeH, Korfia OHa BCe JKe BepPHYJach B
KBapTupy. IIyCcTh yK JIy4Ille TaM CUOUT, OT I'PexXa MofabIIle.

MEHI 2Ke 3a 9TO BpeMs Bce O/IuxKe MOOIIIBIBaIN K ITIOBePXHOCTH Mopsi. COJIHIIe y2Ke BOBCIO IIPOOUBAIOCh
CKBO3b TOJIIIY BOABI, @ BCKOPE CTajio BUOHO U He6o. Korpa e st BHIHBIPHYJIa U3 MOPS U CHejiajia IepPBHIi
TJIOTOK BO3[yXa, 4yTh He 3aKpHYalia OT HaXJILIHYBIIKX YYBCTB. Ho BCce ke 3T0 OBII0O HUYTO II0 CPABHEHUIO
c aidopueli, KOTOPYIO UCIEITaNa, B306paBIIUCh Ha KaMEHHYIO IJIOIIaAKy, OTKyoa Ha4UHAaICSA BXOM B I'POT:
y MeHs nossBuinchk Horu! IIpoitecc TpaHchopMaIuy 3aHsJT He OOIbIlle MUHYTH U HE MTPUYWHUI HUKAKUX
HeymoOCTB.

51, kak TOMBbKO oOpesa IIpexKHUe KOHEYHOCTH, BCKOYHJIA U, IIOACTABUB JIUII0 CBEXKEMY BETEPKY, CTana
KPYXUThCS Ha MecTe. CTymasa IATKaMM 10 IIPOXJIafHOMY KaMHIO, OIIfylllajia ero 11epoXoBaTOCTb U B 3TOT
MUT YyBCTBOBajia ce0si caMO¥ CYacTIUBOM Ha cBeTe. XopoIrno, 9To PaHMap u BCsI OCTajibHAsI CBUTA
OCTaJuCh BHU3Y, IOJ BOOOU, M HEe MOTJIM BUAETh MOEUN PagOCTHOU IIJISICKH.

— JIluaonb! — Ha BOJIHE 5MOLIMU II03Baja . — ITO TaK 3TOPOBO!

Ho B oTBeT He pa3manioch HU HAaCMEIIUBOTO (DLIPKAaHbS, HU €IKOr0 KOMMEHTapHs.

— JIuH57Ib, — S OCTAHOBHUJIACh, HACTOPOXKEHHO IIPUCIYUINBASACh K TOMY, YTO TBOPUTCS B TOJIOBE.
TuimHa.

3axXMypusachk, IIbITAsCh YBUOETD, INe cerfyac HaXOOUTCs IIpuHIlecca. Ho Hruuero, KpoMme CKadyIux B
TEMHOTE UCKOPOK U KPYToB, HE y3pena.

— JIuH9MIE...
U BHOBB THIINHA.

Kyna ona niponana?
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— Bamre BricouecTBO? — BKpPAOUYUBHIM I'OJI0C 3aCTAaBUII MEHSI 00ePHYTHCH.

MyxuuHa, moxkunou. besmas pybaika, 6apXaTHBEIM CHHUN KaM30JI, 00beMHOe Kab0, ceqble BOJIOCH
coOpaHHl B XBOCT Ha 3aThUIKE. 3a ero CIMHOM, Y KaMHs, TPUBsi3aHHAas K KOJIBIIIIKY, paCKadyuBajlach
HeOoIbIIas JIOOKa.

— TI'ocnoguu KaTeH? — He 04eHb YBEPEHHO YTOYHUIIA .

— @a, mpuHIlecca, — TOT MOKJIOHUICS. — MMeHHO. Bammn oten HaHs1 MeHsT 00y4YuTh BaC IIpaBUjiaM
NIPUBOPHOTO 3THKeTa. [IpoiigeMTe B TpOT U cpa3ly HauyHeM 3aHSITHe, eCJIH Bhl He IIPOTUB.

— He npotuB, — moxasna mjaedyaMu 51, a Ipo ceOst mobaBuia: «PaHbllle HAUHEM, PaAHbIle 3aKOHYUM».

— TonbKo... — yuuTesnb 3aMsJICS, KaK-TO CTPAHHO IIOTJISIALIBAsI B MOIO CTOPOHY. — Brl He xoTenu OB
BBICYIIIUTE ofekay? Boiock, B MOKpO# BaM OymeT He o4eHb ymo6HO, Barte BeicouecTso.

Ax, Touno! ITopomok! CoBceMm 3a6niial 4 cHsIa € mosica MaJIEHbKYI0 CYMOYKY, B KOTOPO# Obljla IIpuIlaceHa
KOpo0OoYKa C ImMOpoIIKoM. Kak TaM MM ITOJIb30BaThCS?

«JIuH9MBL?..» — elre pa3 mo3Basa 51 6e3 0coboi HameXKAbl, U MOU POOKUE OKUAAHUS, KOHEYHO XKe, He
onpaspanuchk. Kyma ke TH IIpoliajia, IpuHIecca?..

Yro k, OyeM CIIpaBiIsiTbCS caMHU. JIMHAIL TOBOPHIIA, ITOCHATH IIENOTKY IIOPOIIKa Ha MAKYIIKY... YX ThI!
TomnbKO 51 TaK cAenana, Kak MOY BOJIOCH BMUT CTaJIM CYXHMHU, 3aCTPYHUIIUCEH OJIECTAIIUMHU TJTaJKUMU
JIOKOHaMM 110 1yiedyaM. Teneps miaTthe. Ecimu He ommbaioch, HEMHOTO Ha TPYHOb ¥ Ha MOHOJL... TKaHb
BBEICOXJIA TOXK€ MI'HOBEHHO, a CHUIIy3T IjlaThs 00pest dopmbl. OKa3kIBaeTCs, Y Hero Takue KpacuBble
KpYIIHBIE CKIaAKu Ha 100ke! Y pykaBa — HacTosIme o6beMHbIe (poHApUKH!..

— IIpomry, Bamre BreicouecTBO, — HaCTaBHUK OOOOPUTEIbHO YILIOHYJICS M ITOKa3aJll Ha BXOM B IEIlepy. —
[Tockopee ckpoemcst TaM, YTOOBI HAC HUKTO HE 3aMETHIL...

— C bepera? — s 6pocua B3TJIsO Ha MOJIOCKY 3€M/IX BaleKe.
[opsl, 3eneHo0e IIOJIOTHO Jieca... MHe [ake II0Ka3ajloCh, YTO 51 BUXKY KPLIIIY TO JIU I[ePKBU, TO JIK 3aMKa...

— U c Gepera, u c HeOa, — OTBJIEK MeHs OT co3epuanus cyuu Katen. — IIpoury, mpuHIecca,
IIOTOPOIIMMCS CIPSTATHCS...

C ueba?.. 4 rasHyna Ha 6€30071aYHO-CUHIOIO I'1afgb, HO HUYET0 MOO03PUTEJIFHOTO He yBuaesna. Ho pas aTor
KaTeH MPOCUT, CTOUT HPUCIIYIIATHCS. ..

— ¥ Hac c Bamu, IIPpUHIIeCCa, BCero aBa OHS, a HAYYUTLCA IIpUOeTCd MHOTOMY. HOBTOMY He O6eCCYJII:Te,
eciiya A 6y1[y C BaMHU BpeMEeHaMHu CTPOI' 1 Tpe6OBaTeHeH, — CTOMJIO HaM OYYTUTBCHA 100 CBOOAMMU IIEIIEPHI,
3aroBOPHUJI HaCTaBHUK.

— 4 mocTaparoch OLITh BHUMATEILHOM, — IToo0eIrarna 5.
— Torpa HaYyHEM C OCHOBHBIX TaHIIEB, KOTOpPhIe 00si3aHa 3HATh I06ast BLICOKOPOAHAs CeHTa MMmepun.

«CeHTa», HaCKOIbKO 5 IOMHHUJIA, 9TO YTO-TO BPOJe HaIllel «Jiedn», HO II0Ka OHa ellle He 3aMyXeM, a
«CEeHT», COOTBETCTBEHHO, «JIOPO». Ecnu xe KEeHIIWHa BBEIXOOUT 3aMy2K, K «CEeHTa» HpI/I6aBJ'IHeTC$I
TIPHUCTaBKa «Pe», TO eCTh «pe-CeHTa». Ho K c9acThio, C 3TUMU O0paleHusIMA MOXKHO OBIIIO 0C000 U He
MYIOPHUTB, B 9TOM MHDPE€ B XOOy TaKzXKe OBLIHN IIPUBBIYHEIE OJISA HAC «T'OCIIOOa» U «T'OCIIOZKH».

Mexny Tem KateHn mocTtan u3 KOXKaHOTO MeIlIKa, KOTOPHIM BCE 3TO BpeMsI BUCEJI Y HETO 3a IJIeY0M,
OOJIBIIIYIO IIIKATYJIKY, TIOCTABUJI €€ Ha IOJI ¥ OTKPBUI. U U3 Hee monuaack MeajieHHAs My3bIKa, 10 CBOEH
4YMCTOTE HEe YCTYyIalollasi Ka4eCTBEHHON CTYOUNHOM 3anucu. TOYHO OPKECTP IPUCYTCTBOBAJI IIPSIMO 3[EChH,
B neliepe. IToxoxke, 9Ta MIKATyJIKa — YTO-TO BPOAEe MY3BIKAILHOTO IIeHTPa.

CI/IHXPOHHOG IIJlaBaHKWe, KOHEeYHO, He TaHIbI B IIPSAMOM CMEICJI€, TEM HEe MeHee CJIbIIIaTh U YyYBCTBOBATHb
MY3BIKY, a TaK2Ke OBUTaTbCA €y B TaKT, OHO MeHH IIPEeKpPaCHO HAay4HJIO. HOC—)TOMy 3allOMHUTL OBUXKEHUS,
KOTOpPBIE MHE IIOKa3bIBaJll KareH, He cocTaBuIo ocoboro TPpyHa, 1 He IIPOIIJIO ¥ YacCa, KakK MBI BMECTE€ C HUM
KPYZXKHUIJIU II0 ITeniepe B MeJJIEHHOM TaHIle, II0X02KeM Ha Halll BaJIlbC.

— BenukomnenHo, Baiie BeicouecTBO, BEJIMKOJIEIIHO, — HE YCTaBaJjl BOCXHUIATHCS MOUMH YCIIeXaMU
HacTaBHUK. — BEI 0ueHb criocobHas yueHuria... [lpu qBope BappiieeB BBl HEMPEMEHHO ITPOU3BEETE
¢ypop, a yK cpemu HEBECT BaM TOYHO He OymeT KOHKYPEHTOK.

He BBIZBaJIO ¥ MEHST HUKAKUX TPOOIEM U U3y4eHUe 3TUKeTA. S C JIETKOCTHIO IOBTOPSIJIA Pa3HbIE TUITHI



PEBEPAHCOB, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, HACKOJILKO BajkKHas IIEPCOHA nepen To60H CTOUT, U OBLICTPO YCBOUIA
Ha3BaHME BCEX CTOJIOBLIX TPUOOPOB, KOTOPHIX, K CIIOBY, OBIJIO Ha MOPSIZIOK OOJIbINIe, YEM Yy Maper.
He6omnbIme TPYOHOCTH BHILIIA C U3YYE€HHUEM TPABUJI BHEITHETO BUAA, TO €CTh, KaK U BO YTO HYXKHO
OeBaThLCS, KOTfla YTO-TO MOXKHO CHSITh, HAIlpUMeD, MepYaTKU UIIH FOJIOBHOM y6op, a MPU KaKux
00CTOSATENILCTBAX KAaTETOPUYECKU 3aMPEIeH0, KaKOU IJIMHEI IOJI?KEH ObITh ITOMO0JI IJIaThsd U Ha CKOIBKO
€T0 MOXXHO IIPUIIOOHSTE B IBUXKEHUY, HY U BCSIKHE IPOYKE MEJIOUH, B KOTOPHIX MOXKHO 3aIllyTaThCs Ha pas-
mBa.

— A BH camu, rocionuH Katen, cimyx)uTte npu geope Py6uroBoro Kopossi? — momHTEepecoBanach s BO
BpeMs O4YepemHOoM HeOOIbIION ITePEeHbIIIKH.

— CryXuJj KOTa-To... — MeYaibHO yAILIOHYJICS OH. — 4 GBI TyBepHEPOM y MPHUHIEB. [I0TOM, KoTfia Te
TIOIPOCTIN, MEHsI, CTapuKa, OTIPAaBUIIN TKOOBI Ha OTHHIX, CIIePBa MJIAaTU/IX JXKaJl0BaHUE 3a MpeKHue
3aCiIyTH, a IOTOM U BOBCe 000 MHe 3a0biu. BoT u mpuxoguTcst 3apabaThiBaTh cefe Ha JXKU3Hb HE OUYEHb
4eCcTHHIM criocoboM. Elle ¥ modYb HE3O0POBA, €l Ha JIeYeHUe MHOI'0 30JI0THIX TpebyeTcs. A Ball oTer|
BecbMa 1menp, — KaTen GyaTo ompaBABIBaICS 3a TO, YTO HAaXOAUTCS 3[€Ch, CO MHOHM.

[TpuToM ompaBHaHus HyKHEL OLUIX B IIEPBYIO o4uepenb eMy camomy. CKopee Bcero, obydass MeHs,
IIPHHIIECCY BPaXkeCKOT0 I'oCcyIapCTBa, OH 4yBcTBoBas cebs npenaTteneM. Ho MHe He X0TeJIOCh yIiy0nIsaThCsS
B €T'0 OyIIeBHbIE MYKH, KaK U B MECTHBIE ITOJTUTUYECKHE UHTPUTH, IO9TOMY s IIEpEBefia TEMY, 3alaB elle
OOVH MHTEPECYOIUY MeHs BOIIPOC:

— BBI cKa3anmu «IIPUHIL». 3HAYUT, Y KOPOJIST eCTh OpaT?

4 c omo3maHWEeM BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO I1I0 UEU HE MOTY H€ 3HAThb TaKHX 3JIEMEHTAPHBIX Bemieu, HO KaTeH,
KaXeTCsda, He O6paTI/IJ'I Ha 9TO BHHUMaHHWA U OTBETHJI BIIOJIHE OXOTHO U C YHBI6KOﬁ:

— Be3ycnoBHo. OH ke ¢ HemaBHUX n0p ¥ Kopons U3yMmpynHbIX [[oIHH.

Hy, xoreuno! U Kak 51 3a6b1a? BriBimuil PyOWHOBRIN KOPOJTh BEOE JKEHUJICSA Ha 3aXBa4eHHOU M3yMpymHOU
ITpuniecce! Y Ta, 3Ha4YUT, TOXKE POOUIa €My CHIHA, KOTOPHIY IIOC/Ie CMePTH OTIa, II0 JIOTUKE, U 3aHSI
TPOH KaMeHHHBIX T'PUOHOB.

— HOJ‘Iy‘-IaeTCH, OH TaKXe GYJIGT YCTpauBaTh OJIs cebst CMOTPHUHEI HEeBeCT? — CIIpOCHIJIa He CTOJIb U3-3a
MI000TEITCTBA, KaK s IIOOOEPXKaHUusA Pa3roBopa.

— Her, ou 6ymet BeIOMpaTh cebe HEBECTY U3 TEX, KTO He mpoiigeT OT60p y PyOuUHOBOTO KOPOJIS.
— DTO0 KakK? — YOWBJIEHHO YCMEXHYJach 1. — BymeT BeIOMpATh Cpedyu TeX, Koro 3abpakyeT cTapmwuii 6paT?

— TakoBHI TpaBuia y rpuoHoB Briciiux Kpose, — TepnenuBo o6bsicHUI KaTeH. — 3TO YyTBEPXKIEHO U B
cBoge 3akoHOB. OTOODP HEBECT MOXKET YCTPOUTH TOJIBKO CTapIIUil B ceMbe CHIH. [Ioce Hero u3 ocTaBIINXCS
6JIarOPOJHBIX CEHT, YTO YYACTBOBAJIM B CMOTPHHAX, BHIOMpPAET CIIeQyIOuii 6paT Mo CTapIIuHCTBY.

— A ecnu B ceMbe TpH, YeTkIpe OpaTa?

— 3Hay4wur, TpeTI/If/i GYJIGT BBIGI/IpaTB cpefu TexX HeBeCT, 4YTO He IIOHPAaBUJIMCh BTOPOMY, a quBeprn?I —
II0CJIe TPEeTheroO...

C YMa COMTH... DTO IIOYUTHU KaK [OHAIIMBATDH BEITU 3a CTapIInMu 6paTBHMI/I HUJIn ceCTpaMu.

— A moueMmy HeJb3s yCcTpouTh OTOOD [JIsT Ka’KA0T0 ChIHA I10 OTAEILHOCTH, €CJIM OHU BCe BrICIux
Kposeit? — npopgoinkana HegoyMeBaTh si. — M1 HeBeCT Ha BCeX He XBaTUT?

— IOHBIX ceHT 13 671arOPOIHBIX POJIOB BCeraa He XBaTaeT, — CEPhe3HO 0TO3BAJICS HACTaBHUK. — A HaM,
Bamre BricouecTBO, mopa 6Bl BEPHYTHCS K 3aHSITHUSM, MHa4Ye BCe, YTO OCTAHETCS BaM — IIPETEeH0BaTh Ha
POJIb HEBECTHL y2Ke M3yMpyoHOTr 0o KOpOoJysa. A OHO Bedb BaM He Hafo?

[To mpaBpe TOBOPS, S ¥ He 3HAja: Hao UJIM HET? A BOPYT 3TOT BTOPOU KOPOJIb, KOTOPHIA OpaT pyOUMHOBOTO,
TOXKEe CTOOUTCS [Jis moucKa XasmoTa?.. XM, Hago HOOyMaTh Hafd 9TUM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MHE HYKHO
mOCTaTh BCETO JHUIIb TY XKEeMYYXKHYIO IIITYKOBUHY, a KAKUM CII0CO00M, 9TO yKe Apyroe Aeyo, Tak Bedb?..

Hamu 3auatus ¢ KaTeHOM IpoaIuanch MOYTH A0 3aKaTa. Ho MeHsI OoHU He yTOMIIAIN, Ha000poT, MHE
XOTEJIOCh KaK MOZKHO [OJIbIIIe YyBCTBOBATh CBOU HOTU U 3€MJII0 I10Q HUMH, a O BO3BPAIlleHUH B MOpe
BCIIOMUHAJIOCH C TPYCTHIO U focanoii. EmmHCTBEHHOe, 1 IPOTUB BOJIU HauMHAala BOJTHOBATHCS 3a JIMHIIIb.
Ta Tak u He OoTBedasla Ha MOU IIPU3LIBEL, 1 MHE 3TO COBCEM He HPaBUJIOCh. YTO eC/IU OHa BJISAIajiach B
KaKyI0 HCTOPHIO B MoeM Mupe? Kak ee Torma mpukaxeTe cracaTth? M uto OygeT co MHOM, ecinu JIMHIIIb
0oJIbIlle He BEIMOET Ha CBSI3L?

HacrtaBuuk Katen YIIIBII Ha CBO€H JIOOKe, g Ke He CIeluniia CIIYCKAThCsA B BOOY, NIBITAasACh HACJIIaOUTHCA
IIOCJIEMHUMMHU MHUHYTKAQMM Ha BO3OyXe. CMOTpeJ'Ia Ha Geper BOAJin U1 BCe OOoJIbIlIe MeUuTalla TaM OKa3aThCH.



He6o0 yke oKpalllnBajioCh B HEZKHBIM OarpsiHell, Korfia s BCe-TaKM pPellnia, YTO ITopa Bo3BpalaThcs. la u
KOXKy HaydaJyio KaK-TO HEIIPUSATHO CTATUBATh, OyITO el He XBaTaso Biaru. I1oxoxke, MMEHHO 3TO UMeJa B
Buny JIMH3/Ib, KOTAa I'OBOPUJIA, YTO PYCAJIKK He MOTYT NOJITO HAaXOOUTHCS BHE MOPSI.

BcrnomMHUB, KaK MHE MeIIasio IUILITE IIaThe, S CHSJIA eT0 U CIpsiTaia B ITyOuHe Melepsl, PELInB, YT
MIPUTIJIBIBY CIOMla 3aBTPa ITOpaHbIIe U ofeHych A0 mpuxona Katena. Cama ke 06Bsi3anach
MIPEeOyCMOTPUTENHHO TPUXBAaYEeHHBIM MIapPUKOM, KOe-KaK IIPUKPLIB UM BCE CTPATETMYECKH BaXKHBIE
MecTa. Bpocuna mpoianbHbIN B3TI44 Ha Oeper, moToM Ha He6O... [la Tak U 3acCThJIa B HEMOM U3yMJIEHUH:
TIOYTH HAJ MOEU T'OJI0BOM 3aBHUC/Aa OTPOMHas GUTYPa, YK 0YEeHb HAalIOMUHAIOIAS 110 OYEePTAHUSIM. ..
OpakoHa. MeHs OKaTHJIO BOJIHOM yzKaca, ¥ S PUHYJIAch MOL CIAaCUTENIbHbIE CBOOHI I'poTa. Ho, KaxkeTcs,
pPeNnTUNUs MeHsI He 3aMeTHJIa: Korfa s pPoOKO BEICYHYJIa TOJIOBY U3 IIEIlePHl, OHa yYXKe CTajla MeOJIeHHO
OTHAJIATHCS B APYTYIO0 CTOPOHY.

51 Ha MUT IPUKPBUIA TJ1a3a, YTOOH BEIIOXHYTH U BEPHYTH cebe camoobiiagaHue, KOra Xe UX BHOBD
OTKpHBLIA, fpakoHa B Hebe yxke He OBLJIO, TOYHO OH pacTBOpuicsi. BMecTo Hero yBuaesna magaonero
yenoBeka. He 3aymMbIBasich HY Ha CEKYH/Y, S PUHYJach K Bofe. [IprirHysia B Mope ¢ pa3bera, JIUIIb
BCKOJIb3b OTMETUB, KaK ObICTPO KO MHE BEPHYJICS XBOCT. 3peHUe cpa3y npuobpeso MpexkHI00 OCTPOTY, U 5
CTaja BBEITJISALIBATE CUIIYST TOHYIIETO MYKUYMHEL ['Ie ke oH? ['me? [JonXkeH ke ObUI yIIacTh I'Ie-TO
HeIoJaseKy.

Hakone1; 60k0BO# B3I/ BEIXBATHII Oelyio pyOallky, a cliefnoM U ee obiagaTesis, yXOOsIero Ko gHy.
OO6pagoBaBIIUCE, 51 TYT XKe PUHYJIACh K HeMy. [lommibia c3amy, CXBaTUIA MO MEIIIKY U IOTSIHYJIA BBEPX.
MyxyuHa 6bl1 6€3 CO3HAHUS, U 51, IOHUMAas BCIO OITaCHOCTL CUTYyalluU, CTPEMUJIacCh IIOCKOPEeHN BEHIHBIPHYTh
¥ OYYTHUTHCSI C HUM Ha Bo3ayxe. [1oka mibiia K OnmuskaniieMy 6epery, pa3MbIInIsaia, Kak OH 0Ka3aJics
3[ecCh, TOCpPenu OTKPHITOTO IMpocTpancTBa. OTKyma maman? MoxkeT, ero cOpOCHUI B MOPEe TOT APaKOH?

Beper okasa’siCcs MMOIOTHH, U S C IeTKOCThIO BEITSIHYJIA IOCTPAAaBIlIero Ha IecoK. BLICTpo olleHuIa ero
COCTOSTHME: KaXKeTCs, He OBIIINT. [IpUI0oKuIa yX0 K TPYAH: U Cepphlle He CabIIHO. BoT uepT! Heyxkenu, He
ycnena? IToxoxke, mpumeTcs, AenaTh NCKYCCTBEHHOE ObixaHue. Horu yxke cHOBa ObUTM IIpU MHE, U S
CMOrJIa 3aHsTh yOoOHOe MonoXeHne. BHauane, HeIpsIMO Maccax ceppa. 4 Ha MUT 3agepkaia
ObIXaHUe, cOOMpasich MBICIIIMHM U BCIIOMHHAS BCe, YeMYy HAC YYMUIU Ha 3aHATHUSX 10 OKa3aHUIO TEPBOH
nomoiiu. UTak, Ha ISTh TOTYKOB — OOUH BOOX. [loexanu... ITO GBI MO IIEPBBIM OIBIT KCKYCCTBEHHOTO
ObIXaHUS Ha peajibHOM YTOIIEHHUKEe, ¥ HUKOTrma Obl He MoAyMajia, YTO OH IIPOU30MAeT B TAKOM MECTe U
IIPY TAaKUX OOCTOSATENbCTBAX. [IITh TOMUYKORB... Teneps OEIXaHUE POT B POT... OMATh IEITA€MCS 3aBECTH
ceppiie... [Ipu ouepemHol IOMBITKEe HaCUIbHO BOOXHYTh €My BO3[YyX B JIeTKKe, My2KYHHa 3allleBeJIUIC, a
rmocjie 3akauusaics. 1 ¢ obneryenueM OTIpPSIHYJa OT Hero. 2Kuth 6ymer...

— OH, BHI KaK? — TUXO II03Bajla, BHOBb CKJIOHSSCh HaJl HUM. — Bce B ropsgke?

Ero Beku OpOTHYJIU U YyTh IPUOTKPBIINCE. Ellle MyTHBIN B3TJIs OCTAHOBUJICSA Ha MHE, IILITAsACh
chokycupoBaThci. ['71a3a y HeTo oKa3ajauch TEMHEIMY, KaK TOPHKUM II0KOJIAfl, YTO €Ba pa3jindacs
KOHTYP 3pavkKa, ¥ 3aTsruBaau B cesi, TOUHO Oe3OHa. Y MeHs Jaxe MYpPallKH 10 Koxe modezxKanu, TO IU OT
CTpaxa, TO JIU BOCXUIEeHUA. 3aTeM My>K4YUHa MEeJI€HHO NOOHAJ PYKY U IIOTSAHYJICS K MoeMy aully. £
TIOCIIEIINJIa OTIIATHYTHCS, HO OH yCIIeJI IIPOBECTHU HajbIlaMU II0 MOEH IIeKe, IIOCJie Yero pyka 6e3BOIbHO
ynasia oOpaTHO eMy Ha I'Py[b, a I'la3a 3aKphUTUCE. YMep? {1 B maHUKEe BHOBb HPUHSJIACh BCIIYIIMBATHCS B
ero ObIXaHWe W UCKaTh MyJibC. Ho, K CYacThi0, OH [ABIIIAJ, a CEPHAIle, TYCTh ¥ edBa CJIBIIIIHO, HO OUIIOCH.
IIpocTo moTepsin co3Hanue... EMy Obl ceifyac Imof OOesiiio Teljioe Ja CKOPYI0 IMOMOIIb BeI3BaTh. Ho roe X
TYT BCE 3TO B3ATH?..

— Kaxertcs, TaMm, Ha 6epery! — mOCHBIIIAICS OTHAIEHHBIN I'0JI0C.

4 BcKUHYyJIa TOJIOBY: K HaM OexkaJjla OpIOHETKa B KeJITOM IILIIITHOM I171aThe, 3a Hell — OBoe MY>KYUH B
YepHHBIX KaM30JIax U IJIallax.

A BOT u ckopasi moMolk. MHe e, T0X0XKe, Topa yaansaThcs. K ToMy XxKe TONbKO ceidac si CIIOXBaTHUJIIaCh,
4TO OBblIa TPAKTUYEeCKMU 6e3 ofeK bl (II0JIyIPO3PayYHEbIi IJIaTOK He B cYeT). MuHyTa — U 5 yKe B MOpe,
oTpamuBaio xBocT. Korga MetaMopdo3El ¢ MOeil HUKHeH 4acThio 6J1arolloIyYHO 3aBEPUIINIIUCEH, I BHOBb
BBIHBIPHYJIA U3 BOALI, HO y2Ke Ha 6€30I1aCHOM PACCTOSIHUM, YTOOBI B3TISSHYTh, KaK TaM MO ITOIOTIEYHBIH.
Bokpyr Hero ye cyeTu/Jach KOMIIAHUS BO I'JIaBe C OpIOHETKOM B kenToM. OH OBLI erle 6e3 CO3HAHU,
MMO3TOMY MYXKUYHHBI ITOOXBATUJIX €T0 Ha PYKHU U Ky[a-TO MOHeCHu. [leByIIKa-OqyBaHYUK yCTPEeMUIach 3a
HUMMU.

4 mpoBoxMIa UX B3TJISIAOM, U KOTZla OHM CKDPBHUINCH M3 BUAY, CO CIIOKOWHOMU AYIIOH yIiya nof Bony. He
ycIiesia IPOIJIBITh U HECKOJIBKUX METPOB, KaK yBHIesla Hecylerocsi MHe HaBCcTpedy ParMapa co cBoel
Opatueii. OH OBUT B3BOJIHOBAH U 30J1. Y, KaxkeTcs, s 3Haja IPUYUHY €ero IHeBa.

— CHOKOI;'IHO, — 51, Hé JaB €My Ha4aThb CBOIO THEBHYIO PeYb, IIPeaynpequTeJIbHO BEICTaBUJIa PYKY
Buepen. — CrokoiHO, KanuTaH. { HUKyHOa He cOexkamna. A TyT. U cobupaiock BEPHYTHCS BO OBOPEII.

A B crepmyromui MUT B TOJIOBE 3a3Bydall He MeHee B3BOJIHOBAHHHBIU ronoc JImHane: «TH rae mponagana,



a?»
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XBaja BCEM CBSATHIM, C 3TOU OEeBUYOHKOU BCe B IOpsgKe!
«DTO THI I'Jle TIpoIafana? — 3amajia g BCTPEYHBIN BOIIPOC MpUHIlecce. — 3Baja Tebs, 3Baja...»
«XM, — mpoTsHyJa Ta. — I1oxoxKe, 00IIaThCSA MBI MOXKEM TOJIBKO, KOT{Ia THl HaXOOUIIIbCS B BOME...»

«Ho 2T0 Begb He 0O4YEeHBb XOPOIII0, — 00ecrokKounachk si. — Kak Mbl OymeM CBSI3BIBATHCS, KOTaa s
OKOHYAaTeJIbHO 0KaXKyCh Ha cyiie? Bens T ob6elllajia MHE IOMOTATh...»

<<3Ha‘-II/IT, ecCliu TeGe 3aX04YeTCs 4YTO-TO CIIPOCHUTE Yy MEH4, TeGe opugeTcsda UCKaTh BOOY, ‘-ITOGBI OKYHYTBCA B
Hee», — cOeana BeIBOI JIMHIIb.

ITo ee TOHY OBIJIO CIIBIIIIHO, YTO BCKPBIBIIASICS OCOOEHHOCTH HAIllel CBA3M HEe 0OYeHB-TO ee paccTpousa. B
OTIIMYHKE OT MEHS: sI-TO 3alaHMKOBAalla He Ha IIyTKY. M Kak Xe s CIIpaBiIioCh OOHA, B TOM YyXKOM MHPE,
Cpeau 3TUX YeJIOBeKOOPaKOHOB?

— JIuH3nb, — PaHMap IOAIIILII COBCEM OJIM3KO0, OTBJIEKasi MEHsI OT MOMX MEICJIEH 1 OOIIIeHUS C
MIPUHIIECCON. — 3aBTPa, — OH BOPOBATO OTJISHYJICS HAa CTPA’XXHUKOB ¥ MOHU3UJI 'OJIOC, — S IIOTHUMYCh
HaBepx ¢ To6oi. U He croylly ¢ Tebs ria3, IoKa TH He 3aKOHYUIIb 3aHSITHE, IIOHSITHO?

— He BuXKy B 9TOM CMBICJIa, — HEIOBOJIBHO OTO3Bajlach 1. — f1 MpeKpacHO CIIpaBisiach OgHA...

BorT elrle, TO/IPKO KOMIAHHUYM TPUTOHA MHE Ha Cyllle He xBaTaso! £, MoxKeT, TaM AyIIIOoN OTABIXal0 U CEPALIEM
OT BCEX 3THUX XBOCTATHIX...

— 3aTo CMBICII BUXKY 51, — TBEPOO IIPOU3HEC PaHMap. — U TBOHI OoTell, YBEPEeH, MEeHs B 3TOM IIOOOEPZKUT.
Oco6GeHHO, eC/TH PacCKaxXy, YTO Thl U CETOOHS IEITAJIach COEeXKaTh.

— Ila He meITanmack g cbexkaTts! — BO3MyTHIIAaCh C oTdyasiHueM. — IIpocTo... IIpocTo... Pemmuia HeMHOTO
IIOIIJIaBaTh B OOUHOYECTBeE...

Hy He paccka3bBaTh XXKe eMy, YTO 5 cliacajla yejoBeKa? 3Has «JII000Bb» Maper K KUTENISIM OPYTUX
KOPOJIEBCTB, yMalo, MeHs II0 TOJIOBKE 3a 9TO He IIOTIafsT.

— Tak 51 TeGe 1 TTOBEPUJI, — CYyPOBO OTBETHUJI TPUTOH, U S IIOHSIJI, YTO 3TOT 60 MHOIO IIPOUTrpaH. 3aBTpa
TOYHO IOOHUMETCSI CO MHOM B T'POT ¥ OyIeT TaM TOpYaTh BECh YPOK.

«41 Tebe ToXKe He BEPIO, — BCTAaBUJIa MIPUTHUXIIIaA OO 3TOTO JIuasmb. — THI IBHO KyHaa-TO IlJiaBajia».

«I[ToToM OGBSICHIO», — OTMaxHyJIaCh S OT Hee, TaK B 9TOT MOMEHT PaHMap B3sJI MEHS 3a PYKY U IPUHSJICS
HEXXHO IIOTJIaXXKWBaTh Nasbilbl. BoT yepT!

— JIuH31b, — OH Pa3BEPHYJICS, U MBI €IBa HE CTOJIKHYJIUCH APYT C OPYTOM.

51 HEpPBHO OTJISTHY/IACh B IIOMCKAX €r0 CBUTHI, HO T€X HUTHE He ObIJI0 BUOHO. 3aTO MBI ITOYTH ITOMIITBIINA K
OBOPIly, U ceiyac, I0X0XkKe, HaXOOUJIUCh C TPOTUBOIOIOXKHOM OT mapagHOTO BXofa CTOPOHHL. U, rimaBHOe,
BOKPYT HU OYIIIH.

— JluH3nb, — IIOBTOPUIJI PaHMap C HEKUM IIPpUOBIXaHUuEM. — Hocne3aBTpa ThEI IIOKWHEIIb MOP€e, U MEI OOJITO
He CMOXKEeM BHOETHCS... 1 HUKTO He 3HaeT, YeM 3aKOHUYUTCHA TBOSI MHUCCHUS BO ABOpIIE BappneeB.
HOSTOMY... 4 oueHB OBl XO0TelJl, 4TOOBI 3aBTpPa MHI ITPOBEJIM XOTh HEMHOI'O BpEMEHHU BOBOEM, TOJIBKO THI 1
A...

«JIuH3MMB! — IpHU3Basia g Ha IOMOIIb IpUHIIeCcCY. — UTO MHe eMy OTBeTUTh? Kak oTBA3aThCA?»
«TBI Kak OYOTO TIEPBBIM pa3 C MyKYWHOM 00IIIaenIscsi», — XOXOTHYyJIa Ta.

«Crnyuraii, mpekpaTu epHHUYaTh! 9 Bemb make He 3HAlO, KAKWe Y Bac C 3TUM PaHMapoM OTHOIIIEHUS U
XOUeIb ITU THl UX COXpPaHUTh! MoxkeT, y Bac Jito00Bb 10 rpoba, a si ero cervac OTOIIBIO B IPy0oit opme».

«Jla TaM TOJILKO C €T0 CTOPOHHI JTI000Bb, — 3€BHYyNa JIMHI/Ib. — A 5 Tak, pa3BiaeKawchk... OH XKe 3a MHOH C
IeTCTBa BOJIOYUTCS, POCIU MEI BMecTe. PaHMap HaZleeTCs, UTO IIamallla pa3pemnuT Ha MHe JKeHUTHCS,
II0O3TOMY ¥ BEICITy2KMBaeTCs Tak nepel HUM. Ho g-TO 3Ha10, YTO HUYETO YV HETO BEIUAET».

— IMoyemy THI MOTUHUIIL? — PaHMap MeXay TeM MPUABUHYJICS elle OJIUKe U MOMbITAJICS 3arjisgsHyTh MHE B
riasa. — JIMHO9Mb... { omIaTUiI OOUH U3 I'POTOB YeOMHEHUS Ha 3aBTPAIIHUAMN BeYep...

«HeTt, Hy KaKoOU Harjel! — co cMexoM BO3MyTUJIaCh ITpuHIlecca. — TOJIBKO He cMel cornaiaTthbcs! Ecnu
OH mOOBETCS, YEero X0UeT, TYT YK TOYHO OT CBagbOLl HE OTBEPTEThCS! »



Ox, IMOX0XKe, «I'POTH YeOUHEeHUI» 3TO YTO-TO BPOOEe OTEJIs MJIs BIIIOOJIEHHEIX ITapodYeK. ToNIbKO,
JII00OIIBITHO, OHU Ha3eMHBIEe MJIN IIOOBOOHEIE?

Ho momyMaTh 9Ty MBICTB ST He yCIena, TaK KaK oKa3ajlach 3akaTa B TUCKM MYXKCKUX O00BSTHH, a TyOhI
TPpUTOHa GeClePeMOHHO BIIUIKUChH B MOH. $1 Tak OIEIlua, YTO He CPa3y CTajla BEIPHIBATHCS, KOT/Ia XXKe MHe
3TO yHaJIoCh, CO BCEH CHUJIHI XJIECTHYJIa PaHMapa 1o miexe.

— Hukakux rpoToB YeouHeHUs! — mpoilegusa co 31I0CThio. — W 0ombIlle He cMel KO MHe ITPUOINKaTLC! ..

H, 60J‘IBH_Ie He YOOCTOMB KalluTaHa U B3I'JIsAa, IIOIIJIBIJIa B CTOPOHY OBOPIIA, B I'OJIOBE 2Keé Y MEeHs 3By4dall
BeceJIbll cMeX JIMHOIIb.

«A TBHI TaKas HEJOTPOTA, OKA3KIBAETCSI, — X0X0Tasa oHa. — [1oLeIoBaThCA-TO y&Ke Mora... Ceigac
Paumap 6ymeT gyMaTh, 3@ YTO IOJIYYUII II0 POKE.

«Tel mpoTHUBOpPEYHUITL caMa cebe, — s BCS IIOJIBIXajia THeBOM. — T0 He BeIUCh Ha ero IPeIIoXKeHUs, TO
Tenepb Leayucd...»

«Hy... HenoBanuck-To0 MBI ¢ PaHMapoMm He pas, a BOT B I'POTEl — HU-HU. Henb3sa».

Tak, 3Ha4uT, 4 IpaBa... ITU I'POTH KakK pa3 OJjIsd TOr0 caMoro yeguHeHus. KcrtaTtu, BOpyr 3aganach g
BOIIPOCOM, a KaK OHHU IeJaioT «3To»? M3ydas cBoe HEIHEIIHee TeJlo, I KaK-TO He 3aMeTu/la HUKaKUX TIBHBIX
TIOJIOBLIX IIPU3HAKOB. XBOCT U XBOCT... Y TPUTOHOB, K CJIOBY, TOXX€e HUYETr0o «TaKoro» He Habmomanocsk. Kak
OHU pa3MHOXKAWTCA? HeyKTo UKPUHKY MeuyT?

4 3agama aTOT BOIIPOC JIuHsmD, YIIOMSAHYB U M€TaHHEe UKPEBI, Ha YTO OHA XYTKO OCKOp6I/IJ'IaCB.

«CKOJIBKO pa3 Tebe MOBTOPSITL? — 3aBejlach cpaldy. — MHI He peIObl! My myMaelrs, 4YTO TPUOHEL, €CIIH
UMeIOT BTOPYIO CYIIHOCTh ApaKoHa, AWIla OTKJIageBaloT? MBI HOCUM JeTel B CBOeM YpeBe, KaK U BCe
ocTanbHBIE TI0OU. A MI000BBIO 3aHUMAaeMCs Ha cyuie!»

HHTepecHOo nmony4yaeTcs: 4ToOb 0603aBeCTUCH IOTOMCTBOM, MaperaM HY>KHO CMEHUTH XBOCT Ha Horu. U,
KakK s1 IOHUMalo, [iJI TOTO, YTOOH POJAUTH pebeHKa, TOXKe.

«JI7sg 3TOTO BaM U HY2KHBI I'DOTEL Yenunenusa?» — YTO4YHHUIIa .
<<rpOTbI YenuHeHUs Ot HeXKeHaThIX, a CYIIPYyIru UMEIOT CBOU OTHOEJIbHbI€ I'DOTEHIL...» — IIPUJIETEJI OTBET.

MeHs BOpYT pa3obpall cMex ¥ IIPSIMO JIO3YHT B I'OJIOBE BO3HUK: «BceMm MononoxkeHaM IIO OTHETEHOMY
rpoty!» Unu tak: «I[IporpaMma [j1si MOJIOOBIX CEMEN: TOCTYIIHEIE TPOTHI».

«YT0 cMeIHoro?»— mpoBopyYana JIMH3Ib.
«[la Tak. YynoHO y Bac TYT BCe...» — OTO3BaJiacCh s, youpas yJbIOKy C JTUIIA.

«He uwynHee 4eM y Bac, — OTPBI3HYJIACH IIPUHIIECCA, HO TOH €e BOPYT CTa/l Me4YTaTeIbHO-KOKETJIUBEIM. —
XoTs... ¥ Bac TyT mpoliie Bce, 9TO ga. 1 My>K4uH MHOTO... CUMIIaTUYHbIE TaKHe...»

«JU-31, — ogepHya ee si. — THl 3TO, IIOTIPUAEPKU KOHEHN. f TYyT XpaHio TBOIO YECTh, HaBA3YUBBIX
MIOKJIOHHWKOB OTIINBAl0, U TH TaM He 3a0bIBall, YTO He CBOUM TEJIOM IIOJIb3yeUIbCs...»

«Ou, ga nagHo! He nepexusaii! [IoMHIO g BCe, IOMHIO, — XUXUKHYJIa OHA U CMEHUJIa TeMy: — TaK Thl MHE
He pacckas3sasna, Kyna yberana ot Panmapa cerogas... 1 ke mogyBCTBOBajla, YTO THI ellle pPa3 Ha CyLly
BBIXOOUJIA...»

«Jla HUYEro cepbe3HOro! — s MOMBITANIach IPUAATh IoJjiIocy 6e3pasnuune. — IIPoCTo yBHOEsa, YTO
My>K4YMHa KaKOU-TO TOHET, pellusa CIacTH...»

«W Hapo On1s10 Tebe 3TO? — ¢ yInpeKoM crpocusa JInusnb. — Pribak, He60Ch, KaKoii... 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO UX
TOHET MOCTOSIHHO? Bcex He crmacemb!»

«Ho Kak xke?.. — MeHs TaKoe OTHOIIIEHNEe ITPUHIIECCH K YeI0BEYECKUM KU3HSIM MOKOPOOUI0. — ITO XKe
4eJIoBeK, XKuBoe cymecTBo! Kak MOXKHO ero Tak nmpocto odpeds Ha cMepTh? OCOOEHHO eC/IH eCTh IIIaHC
cractu? B HalleMm mMupe Tak He IpuHATO! ITO GecyesioBeuHo! Y Kakas pa3Huila, pridak 3TO, HUIIUN JTH,
WM KTO-TO I1060orade UIIM II0COCTOSATENIbHEN?»

«[da magHO Tebe! — oTMaxHysIach oT MeHs JIMHSIIL Kak OT XKyxKKallei Myxu. — Ecnu HpaBuUTCS criacaTh
BCSIKMX HUIIEOPOMmOB, cracaii... A s ycrana. Crath mmouny. Bece, mo 3aBTpal!»

— Y HUKaKo# OH He HuIebpoa, — mpobopMoTarsa si, BCIOMUHAS TOTO MyKYuHY. — BO BCSIKOM ciiydae, Ha
HUIIIET0 TOYHO II0X0XK He Obl... [la ¥ Ha priOaka Toxe... M mpakoH Bedsb ellle ObII...



Ho JIuH37b Ha 9TO y2Ke HUKaK He TPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJIA, II0 BCe BUAUMOCTH, TOYHO CHATh yuuia. 4 xe He
cTajla caMa BO30OHOBIISITH CBsI3b, YTOOBI 9TO MMPOBEPUTE. JIydllle TOXKe MOMAY CIIaTh. YCTajla 3a CerOgHs [0
YEePTHUKOB...

B KOMHaTe MeHSs Kaa IMOJHOC C YKUHOM: BCe Te XK€ ChIpble MOPEIIPOAYKTH], BOLOPOCTIH, U — O,

cyacThe! — OanaH. [TocnegHUI 5 TOYTH 3arjIOTHJIA, 3aTEM BHIMTHUJIA ITAPy T'JIOTKOB ITPECHOM BOMLL M3
Y3KOTOPJIOr0 KYBITMHA M PACTSIHYJIAach Ha MOCTEIU. 3aKphljla Tjla3a, MedTas II0OCKOPee ITPOBAaJIUThCS B COH.
Ho He TyT-TO OBLTIO: CIlepBa B IIaMsTU BCIIBIXHYJIA ClleHa nollenys ¢ PaHMapoM, oTyero s CKpuBUIach 1
make moTepria ryosl, 9TOOR M30aBUTHCS OT TEX OIMYIEHUWH, a 3aTeM, IT0UYeMy-TO, OyITO B CpDaBHEHUE,
NIPUIIIY BOCIIOMHMHAHUS, KaK fejajla UCKYCCTBEHHOE ObIXxaHue TOMY He3HakKoMIly... CTpaHHO, HO IIOCTie
COTIIPUKOCHOBEHUS C €ro rybaMu, MHe He XOTEJIOCh BHITePeTh POT. X0oTs... TyT, HaBepHoe, Apyroe. 4 xke He
LeJIoBajiach C HUM, a craca’a.

Ho Bce xke, ecniu OB OH MeH4 IIOLIeJIOBaJl, TO TOXKE UCIEITajla OTBpallleHue?..
Crom. O ueM g mymar? Kakoi# nonenyi, AnvuHa?

Ho st cHOBa Bumesa nepen co00i TOro HE3HAKOMIIA... Temeps ellle maMsTh YCITyKJIUBO ITOICOBHIBAJIa
meTany, Ha KOTOPHIX ST HE 3a0CTPsijia BHUMAHUS B TOT MOMEHT. A Beb My>XK4YHHa OBIJT JOBOIBHO KPYITHHIH,
CyIIeCTBEHHO BHIIIIe MeHs. [lake He PENCTaBIIAI0, KaK BEITSIHYJIa ero Ha 6eper... BproHer... HeT, ckopee,
maTeH... Koxa ayTs cmyriiasi... Y riia3a... BCIOMHUB er0 B3TJISIH, Y MEHSI CHOBA IO TejTy ImobexKaiu
MypalllKu 1 Jaxe OyX epexBaTuso. A BeOb ellle OH KOCHYJICS Moel 1mieku... [louemy? 3aueMm cpenan? Unu
XKe TOoCJIe IePeRUTOTO eIlle IJIOX0 coobpaxain? MoxkeT, 1 HallOMHHUJIa €My KOT0-TO?

U Bce-Taku 3abaBHO. MHe BAPYT MOAYMaJIOCh, UTO 9TOT CIy4Yal HY IIPSIMO TOYb-B-TOYb KaK y AHJIepceHa B
ero CKa3ke 0 pycaliouke. A BAPYT OH TOXKe KaKOu-HuOyOb IpHHI? 9 ycMexHynack. HeT-HeT, s He
HACTOJIbBKO POMAaHTH4YHa, YTOOLI IIOBTOPATH YYaCTh O€MHSIKKYM U OTIIPABIISTHCS HA IIOUCKU TOTO
He3HaKoMIla. MHe, KOHEUYHO, cefiyac TOJIbKO O IpHuHIle U paHTasuposaTh! TyT yK, CKopee, 0 KOpoJie
HYXKHO gyMmath, PybuHoBoM... BoT roe 3amauka He u3 MPOCTHIX. [la ¥ HOTM y MEHS €CThb, He HyKHO Ha
roJjioc MeHsATh. BripoueM, B MoeM rojoce ocoboil IeHHOCTH HeT, II0I0 51, OTKPOBEHHO I'OBODS,
OTBpaTUTENbHO. TaHITyI0 Ky[a JIydllle, a YK IjaBalo... [la, HO IOCIeqHUY HaBEIK IIPK ABOPE I'PUOHOB MHE
TOYHO He NTOoHamobutTcs. Bonee Toro, npupgercs Boobie o6xoguTh Bogy cTopoHoi. Kak rosopuia JIuHans,
XBATUT U yIIaTa BOAbI, YTOOBI ¥ MEHSI HOTH TYT K€ IIPEBPATUIUCh B XBOCT. M JOXAb TOXKE Tereph MOU
cTpamHbl Bpar. KoHeYHO, Kak TOJILKO KOXKa IPOCOXHET, HOTU BEPHYTCS, HO €CJIU IIPU 9TUX
MeTaMopdo3ax KTo-To OyfoeT MIpUCyTCTBOBaTh... B 00111eM, yuacTs Most He3aBUaHas. [IpuneTcs mapaxaThes
oT M1000r0 BOMHOTO UCTOYHUKA, @ OKYHATHCS TOJIBKO MTEPECTPAaX0BABIINCH U B IIOJTHOM OJTMHOYECTBE,
JIyd4lle 0T IIOKPOBOM HOYH...

JlagHO, HE CTOUT 3apaHee IepeXnBaTh. BygeM pemaTth IPoOIeMbl II0 Mepe WX BO3HUKHOBEHHsI. A ITOKa
cnatb. CaTh.

HazapTpa o gopore Kk KoponeBckoMmy rpoty PaHMap Moda U Bejl cebsi OTCTpaHeHHO, BUOUMO, CTPOUII
00MKEHHOT0. MHe Ke TakK OBIJIO ellle U JTyYIlle: HUKAaKUX TOMHBIX B3TJISIIOB, HAMEKOB ¥ COMHUTETbHBIX
npuriameHuii. Ypok ¢ KaTeHoOM TozKe IIPOoIIes X0poino. MHe faxKe yaajioch IOECTh HOPMAaJIbHOM e[Ibl:
HACTaBHUK MIPUXBATHUII C COO0M HECKOIBKO JTIOMTEH xeba ¢ BEeTYMHOM, siOJIOKHM U T'PYIIH, YEM C
VIOBOJILCTBUEM MOMENUJICSI cO MHOU. [IpaBaa, JOJIro U3BUHSAJICS, YTO IIHIA IIPOCTas U HeU3bICKaHHAasd OJIg
TaKOM BaXKHOM IIEPCOHEI, KakK 5. Ara, Hen3biCKaHHas! 3Ham OB OH, YeM MeHS KOPMST Bce 3Ty guu! [la g
Takue OyTepOpPOIE TOTOBA €CTh KPYTJIBIM MeHb!

A Be4epOM MEHd XKIOaJla ayIueHIInusA >KeM‘-Iy}KH01"O KOpPOJId U ero IMoCJiegHHuEe HaCTaBJIEHUd IIepen
3aBTPAIIHUM Ha4vYajioM MO€EM MUCCHUMU.

— T'oToBa? — cpa3y CIIPOCUII OH.
— l'oToBa, — oTBeTHIa 6€3 0COGOT0 IHTy3UA3MA.
Koposb KUBHYJT ¥ 3aTOBOPHUJT Jablile:

— Torpa ciymait BHEMaTeNnbHO. Britinems Ha paccBeTe. Tebst IPOBOOAT OO GIuKaNWIIero IOCTOSJIOT0
oBopa. TaM mOmoXKOeITb JOPOXKHEIN 9KUIAaXK, OH 0TBe3eT Tebs B TypManuH, cronuily PyouHoBerx Ckamn. Th
OOJIKHA IPUOEITE TyHa K Bedepy. IloToM Hadimems MapeHoBYy0 ynully, oM 8. Tam Tebs1 6ymeT KoaTh
Knapucca ®upx. OHa TeOs BBeOeT B JaIbHEUINI KYPC el ¥ IIOMOXKET OKa3aThbCs BO ABopre. Cryuiaics
ee OeCIIPEKOCJIOBHO U CJIeAy# BCEM COBETaM.

— 9-3-3, a MOXKHO rae-HuOyab 3amucaTh BCe 9TO? — BCTaBuia 1. — A To, 60I0Ch, HEe 3aIlOMHIO.

— Hugkakux 3anucein! Hukakux yamK! — rpo3HO IPUKPUKHYJ KOPOJb. — Telepsh ThI JOIXKHA IIojaraTbCsa
TOJIBKO Ha CBOIO ITIaMATh!

— Xopo1io, — B3goxHyNIa 1. — [Tonpobyio, — ¥ IOBTOPUIIa TUXO st ceOsi: — MapeHoBas ynulia, BOCEMb...
MapeHnoBas ynuna, BoceMsb... Knapucca ®upx. ®upgx. Knapucca...



— CenTa ®upx nposefeT Tebs1 Bo BoOpell, — nmpoxoiixkain Ero BenmuuecTBo. — [anee, TH Oyellb AepkKaTh
CBSI3b C HAMHU TOJILKO Yepe3 Hee U OOKIIaAbIiBaTh el 000 BceM. Korma Hatpeb XajaoT, ToKe COO0IIH ei.
Ecnu ke ymacTcs ero 3abpaTh, HEMeIJIeHHO Oeru.

— A ecnu y MeHs He nonyuutcs? Ecnu MeHst paccekpetsat? Ecinu s 6yOy B OITaCHOCTHU? — CIIPOCHJIA TO, O
4yeM gyMarlia IIOCTOSIHHO.

Kopons HaxMypHJICS ¥ OTBETHUJI CIYCTSI HOBOJIBHO MPOMOOJIXKUTEJIBHYIO TTay3y:
— BymeM Torma peliaTh, Kak ObITh Aablile.
— To ecTh mIaHa Ha CIy4Yal MOEro IMpoBajia HeT? — HePBHO YCMEeXHYach f.

— Byzewm pemats, — nostopun Ero BenuuecTBo, HO yBePEHHOCTU MHe 5TO He npupano. — U eme... — oH
MIPOTSIHYJI MHE ITy3hIPEK C COBEPIIEHHO OECI[BETHOM XKUAKOCTHIO. — Hara BejbMa MpUTOTOBUIIA IJIst Te0S
BOT 3TOT 3JIUKCHUD...

— OHa 4TO, BEpHYJ/ICA? — BO MHe BCTPEIEeHYyJIach pafoCTHas HafexXkaa. BOApyT ygacTcs yBUOETHCS C
BeJIbMOI;'I U BCe paCCKa3aTh IIPO BBIXOOKY JInHsmb elle Cel‘OJIHH? TOl"JIa, BO3MO2KHO, BC€ 3THU IIOMCKHU
Xamnora MOXKHO OymeT rmociaaThk Kyaa mogabie!

Ho papgoBanacek paHoO.

— Her, oHa Bce ellle y CECTPEHI, JIEUUTCS II0CJIe TBOEU MIPOIENIKY, — yrpozKaroile Ipou3Hec Kopoib. — Ho
SIUKCHUP BCE PAaBHO IIPUTOTOBUIIA U IIepealia C IOCLUIbHBIM. Byels M Ma3aTh KOXKY, JOCTAaTOYHO MTaphl
KamneJjib Ha 3allsCThe WUIU IIel0, HO KaXabii meHb! OH 3aMaCKUPyeT TBOM 3allaX Maperu, BMECTO 3TOTr0
CO3JacCT JIOKHBIN 3allaxX JPaKOHUIIE, YTO Jaxke HI0X PyOMHOBOTO KOPOJS HE yUyeT HOOMEHBI. DITUKCUP
OelCcTBYeT POBHO CyTKH. EC/IM 3amepKHUIILCSI C HAHECEHUEM, TYT YK TOYHO Oefbl He MUHOBATh. Bce
TIIOHSATHO?

— Kyna y noHsATHEHN... — IPOTSAHYJA 51, MBICJIEHHO OlleHHBas MaciiTab ouepenHoi npobieMbl. A Benb
IIPO HIOX I'PUOHOB JIMH3/IL MHe HUYeTo He TOBOPUIIA...

— Torpma moxetns untu. M He 3a6yob 0 CyXOM IIOPOIIKE, OH Tebe ToXKe MPUTOmuTCs. Bermei ¢ co60i MHOTO
He Oepu. BceMm, uTo Tebe moHamoOUTCSA IpU OBOpPIE, ceHTa PumxK Tebst CHaboUT.

5 yxe Oplna B gBEPSIX, KOTHa KOPOJIb MEHS OKJIMKHYII:
— Hous... Yoauu. Y BepHUCH K HaM C XaJlJIOTOM...

Ia yXx, ygaya MHe SIBHO He IIOMEIIaeT.
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[TpoxmagHBIN YTPEHHUM BeTEP KOCHYJICS MOKPOM KOXKU, U 5 310K0 moezxkuaack. HyKHO mockopee
BRICYIIUTHCS. [I]ernoTka MopoITKa Ha BOJIOCH, 3aTeM Ha IiaThe... [la, mpo Tydmau He 3a0bTh! [IpocTEeHBKYE,
Ha CpeXHeU BBICOTH KabJIydKe, COeJlaHHbIe U3 MSATKOM YePHOM KOXKMU, OHU JIeXKajll y MEHS B OTOEJIbHOM
MeIIloYKe U JKJallu cBoero yaca. Ha Horax Tydenbku okKa3anuch yIOOHBIMU, TOIBKO, Ha MOM B3TJIsAM, HE
OYeHb COYETAJIUCH IO IIBETY C CUHUM ITIaThbeM. Ho BRIOMpATh HE TPUXOOUTCS, a U MO0JT I00KU ATUHHEBIH,
Tak 4To 00yBM MOYTH He BUAHO. OCTaIoCh 3aK0JIOTh BOJIOCH. HAWIEHHEIM B YKpaleHusax JIMH3Ib rpebHeM,
U MOKHO BBIIBUTQThCS.

B mpoBoxatoIie MHE [ajii OOQHOTO M3 CTPaXKHUKOB, MOOYMHEHHEIX PaHMapa. ITo mpaBae roBops, s 6bl1a
YBEPEHa, 4TO OH CaM U3BbSABUT XKeJlaHUe JOBEeCTU MEHs OO0 Ha3HAYEeHHOI'0 MeCTa U MHe IIPUOEeTCs TePIeTh
ero psimoM c co0ol elle Kakoe-To BpeMsi. [Io9ToMy BecbMa yOUBUIIACDH, YBUIEB YTPOM Yy CBOEM KOMHATHI
OPYyTOoro TPUTOHA, HEMOJIOHOTO OPIOHETa C BHYIIUTENIbHOM 6Oopomoii. Heyxkenu PaHMap perrusi TakKuM
006pa3oM IIPOAeMOHCTPUPOBATh MHE CBOIO 06unay? Wiiu xKe KOpPOoJIb MOCUYMTAJI HY2KHBIM Ha3HAYUTh Ha 3TO
MecTo Apyroro? B TakoM ciydae, XOTb Ha 9TOM «baTiolke» cracuoo...

[TpoBOOHMK MOM OKa3aJjCsl MOJTYaJIUBEIM U OUeHb CepPbEe3HEIM, U 5 IIOYTH He 3aMeydalla ero IpruCcyTCTBUS
psimoM c co0oi. 3a BpeMs IIOKa CYIIIUjIa Belly, OH TOXKe YCIIeJl OOeThCS U CTaJl BHIJISANeTh KaK BIIOJIHE
HOPMaJIbHBEIM MyXK4uHa. Y yK TOYHO HOTH €My [T HAMHOTO JIy4Ille XBOCTa.

Beper, roe mMbl BEIIUTM Ha CYIy, HAXOOWUJICS COBCEM B OPYTOM CTOPOHE OT TOT'0, HA KOTOPOM §I YK€ ycrea
oOBIBaTh, Cllacas 3aralouHOr0 He3HaKoMIla. 37ech OBIJIO IIYCTEIHHO U KaK-TO 3a0pOoIlleHo, PIIOM — HU
OOHOI'O IOoMa MJIM OPYro¥ IMOCTPOUKH.

— [lanexo HaM OO0 TOTO CaMOI'0 IIOCTOSJIOr0 OBOpa? — CIPOCUIa sI C COMHEHUEM Y CBOEro CTpaXKHUKa.
ToT mo>kas njuedyaMu:

— 3a moJYaca Jaca JOJIXKHE TOUTH, — U M00aBUJI C CePhe3HLIM B3TIIOAOM: — He mepexuBatiTe, Bare
Brico4yecTBO, K OTIIPaBJIEHUIO ANIHUKAaHCaA YCIIEEM...

Vcneewm... [To MHe, Tak nydIne omo3gaTh! MeHs ¢ KaxXOoW MUHYTOM BCe OOJIbIlle OXBAaThIBAI MaHOpaXk
nepen HEU3BECTHOCTHIO, UTO Kpaja Buepenu. CBs3b ke ¢ JIMH9/Ib Ha Cyllle IIpepBajach, U MHE elle OOJIr0
MIPUIETCSI CIIPABIISAITHCS 0€3 ee COBETOB, A0 Beuepa TaK TOYHO. U Temeph HY2KHO TTOCTOSIHHO OLITh HAYEKY,
n3beraTb KOHTAKTa C BOJOH U TIATEIbHO CKPLIBATH CBOIO IIPHUHAMJIEKHOCTE K Maperam!

Amukcup! ¥V MeHs make MyLIKM 3alphITaiy IIepef rjiia3daMu, KOrfa s IOoHsJa, 4YTO 3abbljla HaHEeCTH
BEIbMHHCKOE CPEe[ICTBO Ha KOXKY. HalllJla ero CIeIllHO B CBOE MaJIeHbKOUW CYMOYKe U KallHyJla HeCKOIbKO
pa3 Ha 3ansacTbe. Koxy cpa3sy 3amek’sio, OyOTo Ha Hee MOoIaJjio packajeHHoe Macio. Bort xe... Yto 3a
ragocTh MHe noacyHynu? OmHaKo CIIyCTs HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[ pe3Kas 00J1b YyTHUXJIa, OCTaIOCh JIUIIE JIETKOe
TIOKa/IbIBaHWe, HO M OHO BCKOPE MCYE3I0 MOJTHOCTHIO.

§1 ¢ myMoM BHITOXHYJIA ¥ 00paTHUIIach K IPOBOIHUKY:
— ITokigeMTe yXKe, 4TO JH...

Moe 6ecIIoKoMCTBO HacyeT Oe3JII0MHOCTH 9TOI'0 MecTa 0Ka3ajloCh HallpacHBIM: BCKOPEe IINISIK 3aKOHYUIICH,
¥ MBI BBHIIIIH Ha MPOCEJIOUHYIO Jopory. HakoHeI| cTanmy MOSIBIASTHCSA AoMa, TPOCTEHbKUE, TIEPEBEHCKHUE, B
OOWH, B JIy4IlleM CjIy4ae, B IBa 9TaxKa. 3a HEPOBHLIMU 3a00paMu paCKUHYJIUCh HeOOIbIINe caquKu-
OTOPOIMKH, PeKe BCTPeUalIuch IBETHUKHU U KIyMOBl. IHOTIa Ha MyTH HMOSIBASIUCEH Moau. OOBIYHbIE TaKKUe
MYKYUHBI U JKEHIWHLI, ¥ JaKe JEeTUIITKN, B CTAPOMOIHEIX 10 MEPKAM HAIIlero MUpa Hapsaax, BIPOYEM,
KakK ¥ Moe IJIaThe, B OCTaJIbHOM JXe — HU4YeM OCOOEeHHBLIM He IIpuMedaTesIbHbIe, U YK TOYHO HUKaKUX
OPaKOHbUX MPU3HAKOB. XOTH... BO3MOXKHO, 9TO ¥ OBUIM IPOCTHIE JIIOMIM, @ HE TPUOHKI, BOT ITIO3TOMY 5 U He
BHUIeJIa B HUX HUYETr0 0COOEHHOTO.

KazkeTcs1, MBI ITPOIIIIK BCIO IEPEBYIIKY C OOHO KOHIIa B IPYTOM, U BHOBb OUYTUJIMChH IIOYUTH Ha OKpauHe.
BoT TONIBEKO Ha 3TOM CTOPOHE OKa3aJIoCh Kyda OXUBJIEHHEH. Y OBYX3TaxKHOT0 30aHUS C IIOTpPellaHHO’
BBIBeCKOU «TaBepHa ,Barposriii 3akaT”“» Tyma-ciofa CHOBaJIX IO, I'Ie-TO B CTOMJIaxX pKaju KOHU, a Ha
KPBUIbIle coOpasach rpymiia MyK4YHWH B JOPOXKHEIX IIamiax. OHU 0 Y4eM-TO I'POMKO IIEpPEeTr0BapHUBalIiCh,
BPEMs OT BPEMEHU B3PHIBASICh OPYKHEIM XOXO0TOM. MO IIPOBOJHUK BOPYT PE3KO 3aTOPMO3MUII U CcHeall
mIar Ha3am.

— Bamre BricoyecTBO, MBI Ha MeCTe, — KaK-TO Yepecdyp TOPOIInBO coobiruit oH. — COBCEM CKOPO CIoAa
nogbeneT QUINXKAHC, BB YBUOUTE €r0 Cpa3y, Y Hero OymeT KpacHas Kphiiia u aBepu. CKaxeTe U3BO3UHUKY,
4yTO BaM 0 TypMaJsiuHa, ¥ pacIjiaTUTeCh MOHETaMHM, YTO BaM BBIIENIUJIN B Ka3He. CTapaiiTeCh HU C KeM He
BCTYIIaTh B PAa3TOBOP, — OH CIEJIaJl ellle Iar Ha3aj.

— A BHI Ky@ma? — 51 HEJOYMEHHO BO33pWIaCh Ha CIyTHUKA.



— IIpomry mportenusi, Baire BeicouecTBo, HO MHE HEJb3sI 3[eCh O0JIbIlle OCTaBaThCsSI. TaM BeOb I'PUOHBI, —
oH OpOCHII OITaCIWBHIN B3TJIAM KaK pa3 Ha Ty CaMyi0 KOMIIaHMIO B IJIalllaX. — Bac OHU He y4yIoT, a BOT
MeHs... boloch, Torza s He CMOI'y Bac 3allluTUTh. be3 MeHs BhI B Ooiblielt 6€301aCHOCTY, YeM KoTrfa 5
psImOM.

— To ecTb, BB MeHsT OpocaeTe? — OT BO3MYIIEHUS Y MEHS 3afipozKasl rojoc. — BOT Tak mpocTo? A ecnu
9T OPaKOHH HAYHYT KO MHe IIpucTaBaTh? Vnu o6uOsiT MeHs, He KaK PyCaJiKy, a IIPOCTO OeBymKYy? 4 xe
Mory Ha OTOop U He JoexaTh!

TPHUTOH SIBHO pacTepsiyicCs.

— JlapHo, s CIpsiYyCh BOH 3a T€M JePEBOM, — IIPUHSJI OH «T'€POMCKoe» perieHne. — M momoxmay, ImoKa BhI
He csieTe B 9KUIIaXK.

[IpenectHo!.. OH OTCUOUTCS B KyCTaX, ITOKa 5 Oyy pUCKOBATh JKU3HBIO ¥, BO3MOXKHO, YeCThio! HTepecHo,
a PauMap OHI TOXe Tak ITO30PHO cOezkKall OT CBoel mobuMon JIuHAIL? BrrpoueM, OH gaxke He
06GECIIOKOUIICS IPOBEPUTH, YAAYHO JIU 51 0OOEPYCh DO 9TOr0 IIOCTOSJIOTO OBOPA...

Ho no3nuTtscs gonro He MOJIYYUIIOCh: Ha OOPOTEe IIOKa3aJCsa 3KUIlaXkK, 3alpsaKeHHBIN Y4eTBePKOU JIoIage.
KpacHas kprillia ¥ KpacHBIe ABepIEl. KaxeTcss, UMEeHHO OH MHe U HyXKeH. YTo XK, Telephb yxKe C
YIOBOJILCTBUEM Y€y B HEM, IIOHAIbBIIE OT BCEW 3TOM XBOCTATOM KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMENKHU U €€ TPYCIUBOU
OXpaHbl!

{1 mopoxkparna, moKa QUINXKAaHC OCTaHOBUTCS y BOPOT U PEIIUTENIbHO HallpaBUlach K HEMY.

— M=ue po TypmanuHa, — 3asgBHUa Cpa3y U3BO3YUKY.

— IIaThr MOHET, — PaBHOAOYIIIHO OTO3BAJICA OH.

4 Hama B CBOel JOPOXKHOM CyMKe MeILIOYeK C HeHbraMu, JoCTajla MOHETH U CYHyJla UX U3BO3YUKY.
— Ho aTO Bemp 30/10TO, — OIeIui OH. — £ uMen B BUAYy cepelbpo...

— V MeHs HeT cepebpa, KaxKeTCs, — sI TOZKe pacTepsijach, 3arjIsiablBas B CBOM KOIIEIEK.

M3BO3YMK 0KA3aJICs Ha YOUBIIEHUE MOPSOOYHEIM, He pa3Bejl MeHs Ha MeHbI'd, BEePHY/ YacTh 30JI0THIX
MOHET U Jaxke Hail ellle cladyy cepeOpsiHBIMHU. XOTh 37IeCh ITOBE3JI0 MOIIaCTh Ha XOPOIIero YejioBeKa.
Pazo0pasBmIuce ¢ O1mIaTon, 1 MPpOBOPHO 3abpasiack BHYTPh 9KuNaxa. OH oKa3ajics Ha MIECTh MECT, U
TOJILKO OQHO M3 HUX OBIJIO cBOOOOHO. Kak pa3 y okKHa, oTiIu4HO! ¢ 3aHs/Ia cufeHWe U BXKalach B HETO,
CcTapasiCh He IIPUBJIEKATh BHUMAHUE.

[TepBoe BpeMst IPOCTO CMOTPETIa B OKHO, 60SICh faze MOBEPHYTH I'OJIOBY, HO IIOTOM HEMHOT'0 OCMeJiesia 1
NIPUHSJIACh YKPAOKOM Pa3riIsgAblBaTh TaCCakUPOoB. B OgHOM psimy co MHOM cupesia Xygas IoXKujas
JKEHIIIUHA B YEePHOU IUIANKE C Byalblo, PALOM C HEll — TAKOU JKe TOLIWN MYKUUOK B IIeHCHe. HanpoTus
pPacIoJIoXKUICS MyXKUUHa CPEIHUX JIET C ITeYaThl0 U3BEYHOM yCTalIOCTH Ha JIUIle, ero cocefKa, foOponHas
maMma, cliajia, ypOHUB I'OJIOBY Ha I'PyOb ¥ OTPHIBUCTO ITOXpankiBasi. YyTh majiblile mapeHek ¢ 0ypayHbIM
PYMSHIIEM Ha IIeKaX, YyCEPAHO COIsl, YUTal KaKylo-TO TOJICTEHHYIO KHUTY. [Toxoxe, ctyneHT. Ho rinaBHoOe,
HUKOMY U3 HUX He OBIJIO IO MeHS [efla, U S HeMHOTr'o pacciabuiach U gaXxe CMoIa 4Y4yTOK IIogpeMaTh.

Cnycts 4yac gunmuzKaHC CcHellaa HOBYIO OCTAHOBKY, Ha KOTOPOM IedYaslbHBIU ITaccakyUp BHIIIETI, @ BMECTO
HEero B CaJIOH 3aCKOYHJI MOJIOHOM OpioHeT B uepHoM miamie. OH 6e3 pa3myMuil 3aHsIJI MECTO HAIIPOTUB
MeHsi. IToTepsiB OOUTETbHOCTD, I BCTPETHUJIACh C HOBBIM MACCaKMPOM B3TJISIIOM, ¥ OH CPa3y YJIBIOHYIICS
MHe. {] mocIIenIHO OTBeIa ry1a3a, Ho YyBCTBOBala, YTO MeHs IIPOOOJIXKAIT paccMaTpusarts. [lom aTum
JII00OMBITHEIM B3TJISOM MOMU IIIeKU CTAIi PO30BEThH, I'PO3s NMPUOOPECTU TOT Ke IIBET, YTO U Y IOHOTO
cTyneHTa. HeHaBMXKY KOrfila Ha MEHS Tak IMSIATCs! A B HEIHEIITHEM ITOJIOKEHUH 3TO ellfe 1 HeOe30ImacHo...

— CMeHa jomazey, CTOUM [ojidaca, — OIIOBECTUJI M3BO3YUK Ha CIELNYIOMeld OCTaHOBKE.
[Taccazkuphl OMUH 32 OPYTUM CTaJIM MOKUAATH QUIUKAHC, OCTAJIUCh TOJIBKO MBI C GPIOHETOM.
— A BEI, CEHTQ, He XOTUTE BEIUTU? — CIIPOCHUJI OH BOPYT.

— Her, cnacu6o, — MOTHYJIa 51 I'OJIOBOM.

— 3ps... — ero yneIOKa, KaK ¥ B3TJIS[ SHTAPHO-XKEJITHIX I'Jla3 ObLJIN BIIOJIHE APYXKEJI0OHBEIMHU, U 1 He
YJIOBUJIA B HUX U OTTE€HKA MTPUBOCTH UIU GupTa. — Moriau 65 HEMHOTO IIPOUTHUCEH, Pa3MSTh HOTH. ..
Haneko exmere?

— B cTonumy, — s TUXO0 KallJIsHyIa, IPOYUINAas IIepecoxiiee 0T BOJTHEHUS TOPJIO.

— U s Tyma x&e, — OpIoHET mpopoJizKan yieidaTbesi. — Ho gopora errte monrasi... He xkenaeTe mepeKyCUTh?
B 57011 TaBepHE, KCTAaTH, HEIIJIOX0 KOPMSIT.



S BOPYT oIyTHIA AUYANMINI TOMOM, a IIOTOM BCIOMHMIIA, YTO 3[[eCh MOXKeT OBITh HOpMaibHas efa. Hop-
Masb-Ha-si. TO eCTh OBOIIH, MSICO, a He MeP3KHe BOIOPOCIIH. ..

— CocTaBuTe MHE KOMIaHUIO, CEHTa? — CHOBa CIIPOCHUJII My2K4YHHa.

U 51 cmanmace. [a u OpIOHET y2Ke He Ka3aJICs TaKUM ONACHBIM. Bpope, IPUINYHLIN MyKYWHA, OOET
Hernoxo. Hy, HacKOJIbKO S MOT'Y CyOUTh II0 3TelrHe Moge. BoH camoru Kak Ha4yuIeHH, ax onectart. U
IIjIall U3HYTPHU HOJI61/IT 3eJIeHBIM aTiyiacoM. Ho I'JlaBHO€, BeoeT cebs BE2KJINBO, IIYCTb U IIBITAETCA
Pa3roOBOPUTHL MEHI. Yto 2K, I10oJiararlo, HU4ero CTpalrHoro He CIIyYUuTCHd, €CIIN A noo6ena10 B €TI0 KOMIIQHUH.
B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Hal0 JXe MHe HauMHaTh OCBAUBAThLCS B 3TOM MHUDE...

BpioHeT m06e3HO mofaa MHE PYKY, ITIoMorasi COMTH CO CTyIIeHEeK AujinmzKaHca, HO OOJIbIlle He ITBITAJICS
MIPUKOCHYTHLCS Aa’ke HeB3Haual, MPOOozKasi BeCTu cebsi Ipeie/IbHO BeK/IUBO. B TaBepHE MBI 3aHSIN
CaMBIf JaJIbHUM CTOJIMK, M KOT'Ma HaM OTJIaCHUJIM MEHIO, sI JaXkKe He 3HaJjla, YTO 3aKa3aTh. XOTEeJIOCh BCETo U
noGorneie! A rIaBHOE, MSICO, MSICO U elre pa3 Msico! B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OCTaHOBHIIA BEIOOP Ha pary us
TeNATUHEL.

— IMute uyTO OymeTe? — O03agaduiia MeHsI BOIIPOCOM OGUIMAHTKA. — [I9HY, AXKUQPT, TPOXK...

— O, HeT, TONBKO He TPOXK, — 3aMaxajia s pykamu. Cpa3y B MaMsiTH BCIJIBII paccka3 JIMHIIb, Kak OHa
HarouJsia BEObMY, ¥ Ta [0 CHX IIOP OTJIEKHUBAETCS IIOM IIPUCMOTPOM CECTPHI. I10 BCcell BUOUMOCTH, 3TOT
HAIIMTOK — ellle Ta rafjocTb. — MHe 4TOo-HuOyab 6e3aIKOoTr0JIbHOE.

— IIaHY UM NTUMOHaL?

O, nuMoHap — 3HakKoMoe c0Bo! Hapmerocs, OH 3mech TaKOU Ke, KakK U B HallleM MHpe.

BpioHeT Habonan 3a MOUMU MEeTaHUSIMU II0 MEHIO C II0JIYyCMeITKoM, a Koraa obhuIlnalHTKa yuia,
IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— CoBceM He IIbeTe aJIKOT0JIb?
— Hert, mpepamoyunTam COXPaHSATh T'OJIOBY B TPE3BOCTU, — OTBETHUIIA C JIETKOM yILIOKOH.

TyT s1, KOHEYHO, HEMHOTO CJIyKaBHuJIa: B CBOEM MHPE sI MOTJIa BRIIIUTH U IIaMIIaHCKOE, ¥ BUHO, U [laXKe UTO-
HUOyOb MOKPEeIdye, HaIpUMED, KOHbSIK, HO B HEOOJIBIINX KOJTMUYECTBAX, a TJIaBHOE, B XOPOIIIeH U OJIN3KOH
koMnaHuu. C OPyroi CTOPOHBI, HACKOIBKO S1 YCBOWJIA MECTHBIM 3THUKET, 0J1arOPOJHBIM CEHTaM
HENPUINYHO YIOTPEOJISITh aJIKOTOJb, [ia €ellle U BEICOKOM KPemnocTH. IIbsiHasi CeHTa — MNSITHO Ha ee
pemyTaluH.

My4YnHa Ha 9TO BHOBb YCMEXHYJICS, @ 3aTeM CKa3aJl:

— Memns, kctatu, Kaiin 3BaTh, — u moOaBui: — Hapmeioch, s1 He 0CKOPOIII0 Bac, €CJIH IIOIPOIITY Ha3BaTh
Bare uMs? IIpocTo st momymaji, HaM B 00IIeCTBe APYT Apyra OBITH ellle IOJIAHS, ¥, HaBepHoe, OyOeT IIpoIlle
o01aThCsi, 3Hask UMeHa OpyT Apyra... Ho eciu Bac 9TO CMyIaeT UId KOPOOUT..

— Hert, He KopoOUT, — 5 4yTh yIBIOHYJIack. — 91 AnuHA... — IPEOCTaBUIaCh CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM UMEHEM,
rmocyuTan 3T0 00jiee pa3yMHBIM U 0€30IIaCHBIM, YeM 03BYyYMBAThH UMS NpUHIECCH 2KeMuyKHBEIX BosH.

O ueM noxasesa yXe B CIeOyIOUIyi0 CEKyHOY.
— Anuna? Hukorza He CIHIIAN TAKOTO UMEHH... — IPOTSIHYJI C yOuBIeHueM Katin. — BBl U3 KaKUX MECT?

— d? U3 roponescTBa U3yMpynHEIX [10JINH, — OTBETUJIA IIePBOE, YTO BCIIOMHWIA. — A UM4... ITO Yy MEHH
MaMa Takas BeigyMmuia... Eif HUKorja He HpaBUJINCh OOBIYHBIE UMEHA, II03TOMY [1JIs CBOUX JIeTel oHa
BBIIYMBIBaJIa caMa, — IIPOAO0JIKaja COYMHSITE Ha XOAy, XOTs U IIOHMMAasa, YTO HaunHalo nepebapiiuBaTh B
cBoel (¢anTasunu. Kak 661 oHa MHe G0KOM He BBIIIIJIA...

— Tak, roBopuTe, BH U3 M3yMpyOoHbIX [JonuH? — yTouHMUN Kain ¢ mpexHeln OpyKemo0HoH yIE0Kou. — 4,
KCTaTH, TOXe OTTyHa. A B PyOMHOBBEIE CKajIbl KakKas HyKAa Bac IIpuBeja?

— EJIy HaBE€CTHUTHb TE€TIO, — CHOBaA IIPUIIJIOCH COJIraTh MHE.

[ToxoKe, OT BCEro 9TOr0 BpaHbsl Y MEHsI CKOPO HaYHET PacTu HOC Kak y [IMHOKKMWO. A CBoeMy HOBOMY
3HAKOMOMY ITOYEeMY-TO BpaTh ObIJI0 0COOEHHO HETIPUSITHO: KaK-TO HE3aMEeTHO 51 BCe OO0JIbIlle TPOHUKANach K
HeMy cuMIaTuel. Ho pa3Be y MeHsT eCTb BEIOOP? Benpb u mpaBma MOsI KyHa HepeaslbHEeH BCEU 3TOM JIXKH...
KT0 MHe IIOBepHUT, eCclu s pacckaxy o cebe Bce 6e3 yTalku?

— A BHI Kyfa clefyeTe? — 4TOOH n30ekaTh OYepeqHoM MopIiuu oOMaHa, s pelinsa mepeBecTd TeMy Ha
JIUYHOCTL caMoro Karina.

—K 6paTy, — JIETKO OTBETHUII OH. — MEI JaBHO HE BUEJIMCh, BOT TOXE PeIIniI HaBECTUTE... A mgo sToro



3ae3Kall K IpyTy, OH y MeHs1 B KapMuHTpacce KUBET.

— To ecTh, y Bac 4TO-TO BPOMe IyTEIIEeCTBUS BEIXOAUT, — YIIBIOHYIACH 5.

— [Ila, 4TO-TO BpOZe TOT0, — C YCMEILIKOU NonTBepnui Kaii.

— Bam 3aka3, — sgBunachk opuimaHTKa C OByMs TapejKaMU pary ¥ HaluTKaMu.

Mot nuMOHa[ OEeUCTBUTEIBPHO OKa3aJiCsa u3 OUTPYCOB U I1aX IIOTPACAloIIe. A wmsco... { Ha BpeMs BEIIIAJla
U3 PeaJiIbHOCTH, IIOTJIOImIas pary, K CJIOBYy, TOXKe BKYCHefIlHee.

Crnenyromumii y49acTOK JOPOTH s exajia B 6JIaTOCTHOM PAaCIIOJIOKEHUH qyXa: BCE-TAaKU CHITHIM KeTyHoK,
0COGEeHHO T0CJIe HeCKOJIbKUX QHEeH BRIHYKIeHHOHN OUeThl, JaeT ILII0C CTO 0YKOB K HAaCcTpoeHuio. IlepBoe
BpeMsi MHI ellle 6onTanu ¢ KaitjioM o BCSIKOM epyHAe, KaXKeTCs, MaxKe CMesJIUCh Hall 4eM-TO, a IIoCJe s
Hadvasa KJjieBaTh HocoM. CaMa He 3aMeTuia, Kak 3agpeMasna. OTKphiia I'jla3a Ha OYepeqHOM OCTAaHOBKE, a
3a OKHOM yXkKe cTeMHejsi0. CIIpOCOHbBS MToAyMalia, YTO HaCTYIIHII BeYep, HO YBUOeB Oeryiiue 10 CTeKIy
BOMIHBLIE JOPOXKKH, IPOCHYJIACh OKOHYaTeNNbHO. [oxkas! Ha ynuile nmuimo Kak U3 Bedpa, U eCjik A0 IIpuesfa B
CTOJIMITYy He PACIIOTOIUTCS, TO MEHSsI, II0X0XKe, JKIOYT OOJIbIINe HeIIPUITHOCTH.

OcTaToK IIyTH 5 He mepecTaBaja MOJIUTD 3TENIHUX 60roB, YTOOB! OHU CXKATUINCh HAJJ0 MHOW M Pa30TrHaJIA
TY4u.

— A BoT u TypmanuH, — Beceno coobirui Kaiin, maxke He IOo3peBasi, YTO ceiiyac TBOPUTCS Y MEHS B
oyure.

MEI BEE32KaJli B TOPOM, a MOXKOb TaK U He IMPEeKPAaTHUJICS, IIPOO0JIzKasd UATH CIIJIOIIHON CTEeHOMH, 3a HUM
maxke TPYOHO OBLIO Pa3riIsioeTh YIIHIE U moMa. ¢ Ke u BOBCe He 3Halla, UYTO MHe OejlaTh. XOTh U3
OUINXKaHCa He BBIXoOu!

— Bu1r HepBHUYaeT? — i ommbiach, 1 Kaiin Bce Ke yIOBUJI IEPEMEHEI B MOEM HacTpPoeHuu. — YTo-To
CJIy4YUJIOCH?

— Hoxpb... — IpU3Hanach o0TekaeMo. — 5 He OueHb JIIOOJII0 JOXK/W, CTapaloCh 1107l HUX He II0IafaTh...
— BouTtecr NIPOCTYyAUTHCA? — COYYBCTBEHHO ITOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— HaBepHoe, — s CMYII€HHO YyCMEXHYJIaCb. — Y Mmens cnaboe 300POBEE... A Beps emnie HY2XKHO OOUTHU OO
Tet. Ho sT HMKOTrma He Oblla Y Heée, 3Hal0 TOJIBKO aapecC, TaK 4YTO BEIMOKHYTH BCE PAaBHO IMIPUOETCHA...

«Y IpeBpaTUTHLCS B PHIOY Ha T7la3aX TOPOICKOM TOMNIE», — 3aKOHYMIIA Y2KEe MBICJIEHHO.

KaxeTcsi, MOsT MUCCHSI 3aKOHYMTCS TakK ¥ He yCIIeB Ha4YaThCs... [lapuc IV 6ymeT paccTpoeH, JIMHAIB
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO IIOTPET PYKH, PadysiCh, YTO BCE 3TO IIPOU3IOIIIIO HE C HEH, HY a s... [laxke He
MIPENCTaBJIAI0, KaKas y4acTh MeHS XKIOeT. UTo I'PUOHBI AejlaloT ¢ pycankaMu? CaxKaloT B TIOPbMY?
Y6uBaioT?.. f 60Ie3HEeHHO IIOMOPIIKIIACh, IIEITasICh OTOTHATh OT cebs yopydarolire GaHTa3uu.

— Bo3bpMuTe, — 51 He 3aMeTua, Kak Kaui cHsI ¢ ce0s mIal, u Tenephb TOT JieKall y MeHs Ha KOJIEHSAX. —
B HeM BB He IPOMOKHETE, TapaHTUPYI0. ITO ocobasi TKaHb, CKBO3b Hee He IIPOCOYNTCS HU OJHA KallJls.

— Ho... A KaK e BBEI? — 5 BCe eIlle He MOTJla IOBEPUTh, YTO yaada TaK HeOXKHUOAHHO Pellnia I0BEePHYTHCH
KO MHE JIUIIOM.

— 41 He caxapHBIH, He pacTaio, — IIUPOKO YIIEIOHYJICS MOM CIIyTHUK. — [a u, B OTIMYKE OT Bac, JIFO0III0
moxkpb... Tak uTo OepuTe, BaM OH celdyac HyxKHee.

— Cmacu60, — s Tak PacCYyBCTBOBaAJiaCh, 4TO, KaXK€TCH, Ha I';la3aX BBICTYIIUIIA CJIE€3HI.

Ecnu 6b1 Katiin 3Has, 0TY4ero MMeHHO OH ceiyac MeHs clacaeT. MHTepecHOo, oToaln Obl MHE TOT[a CBOM
mIams?..

BrnpouewMm, kakasa pasuuna? ['maBHoe, 94TO S MOTY He OOATHCS IOTEPSATH HOTH. ..

[lepen TeM KakK BHIATH M3 OUJIMKAHCA, S 3aKyTajlach B IJIAI IOYTH KaK B KOKOH. Ha yuily BEICOBEIBAIach
C OTIaCKOM: BOPYT BCe ke MPOMOKHY? Ho cTpyu moXK[s MelCTBUTEIHFHO He IIPOXOOUIN Yepe3 UyIeCcHYI0
TKaHb IJIallla, IMOIPOCTY CTeKas C HEro, Kak C TJIaJIkOoM MOBEPXHOCTH, MHE JKe TIOJ HUM OBIJIO CYyX0 U Jaxe
tenno. [ToTpscalomuii BogooTTankuBawmui addekt! Kaiin ke, Ha000pOT, C JIETKOCTHIO U IazKe PaJOCThI0
BBICKOYHJI TIOM AOXAb. ETO OfieK/ia ¥ BOJIOCH! TYT K€ IIPOMOKJIM, HO OH MPOHO0JIKaJl YIBI0AThCS C KaKOU-TO
OEeTCKOM HelloCcpenCTBeHHOCThI0. Ka3amocs, elle MrHOBEHNE, 1 OH CHUMET CalloTH, 3aKaTaeT OPIOKU U
Ha4HeT IIPLIraTh 60CUKOM II0 JIyZKaM.

— Kakas ynuna BaM HyxkHa? — cripocun Kaiisn, nepekpukuBas UIyM OOKIOS.



— MapeHoBasi, — oTBeTHUsa 1 4Y€CTHO.

— OTO He OYEeHb [lajleK0 OTCIofa, HO JIyYIlle B3SITh KOJISCKY... — OH IIPUHSJICS OTJISIOLIBATHCS II0 CTOPOHAM.
[ToToM BOPYT COPBAJICA C MeCTa ¥ Kyna-To mobexain. — 2Kaute MeHst 3mechk! — yCrbIlIaa s JIUIIb eT0
YOaISAIOIIUKUCS TOJI0C.

Bepnyrcst oH GBICTPO.

— 4 mamen BaM KOJSICKY, — Kaiim B3s/1 MeHS 1101 JIOKOTDb U IIOBEJ 3a COOOI.

— O, cmacu6o0... — ¥ BHOBD $ HUCIIbITAJIa IPUIUB 0€3yMHOM 6J1arogapHOCTH K 3TOMY MYXKYHUHE.
— YpauyHO moexaTh, — OH IOMOT MHE CECTb B KOJISICKY U ITOMaxaJjl PyKOH.

— TlocToiiTe, — BCKpUKHYIIA 5. — A KakK Ke MHe OTHaTh BaM mnai? Kak s cMory Bac HauTHu?

— He cTouT 6eCIOKOUTHCS, CeHTa, — ynuiOHyncsa Kain. — Eciu cygp0a Korma-HuOyOb Hac CBeOeT, TOraa u
otmapuTe. Eciu xXKe HeT, ocTaBbTe ero cebe Ha ImaMsTh 000 MHe...

— Ho... — s emie Gomnblile pacTepsisiach, OOHAKO CKa3aTh yKe HUYEero He ycnesa: Kaimn pasBepHyJcs u
OBICTPHIM IIIATOM TIOIIEN TPOYb.

— Kakoi1 agpec, ceETa? — OKJIUKHYJI MEHS U3BO3YUK.

41 elre pa3 OTASHYJACH, IHITAsICh PACCMOTPETH CUJIYIT yHansoierocss Kaiina, HO TOT y2Ke PaCTBOPHUJICS B
moxme... Torga st OTKHMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY CHUIEHUS W HaKOHEIl OTBETUIIA:

— MapeHoBas ynuiia, JOM BOCEMb...



I'maBa 9

IIBeph pacmaxHyjach cpa3y, CTOMIIO MHE CJIerKa JepHYTh 3a KOJIOKOJIbYUK. B mpoeMe OBITIO COBEPUIIEHHO
TEMHO, JTUIIH TOe-TO PSIOOM CJIBIIIAJIOCh Ybe-TO TSIXKeJIOe ObIXaHUe.

— CeHTa OuAXK? — UCIYraHHBIM IIIENIOTOM No3Baja . — f oT...

MHe [mOoTOBOPUTH He manu. YbH-TO LENKHe HaabIlbl CXBAaTUIX MEHS 3a 3amsiCThe U 0eCliepEMOHHO BTSHYIIN
BHYTPbB. 3@ CIMHOM C IIIyMOM XJIOITHYJIa OBEPh, 3aTeM 3alle/IKau 3aMKHU, MO JKe Tjla3a B 3TO BpeMs
MIBITAINCh IPUBLHIKHYTH K OKpy2Kalolllelr TeMHoTe. Ho B ciienyroliee MrHOBeHUE B Hel BCIBIXHYJI OTOHEK
CBeYH, U B €€ TYCKJIOM CBETe s pa3rJisifiesia JIMIO MOXKUIION XKEHIIUHEI, XyI0e, C OCTPLIM, KPIOYKOBATHIM
HOCOM, Y3KUMU I'ybamMyu ¥ BIIQJIBIMU ITIEeKaMU.

— HWpmemTe, — emBa CIIBIIITHO ITPOTOBOPUJIIA OHA, U IIJIaMS CBEYH CTajI0 OTHAJISITHCS.

4 mocmemmia 3a Hel, cTpaIlach NOTEPSATHCS BO ThbMe HE3HAKOMOTO0 AoMa. OTKpHIJIach HOBas OBEPD, U
MeHs IIOATOJIKHYIU Bliepen. B 9Tolt KoMHaTe, K c4acTbio, OLLIIO CBETJIO: TOpPeJl KaMUH, a Ha CTeHaX BHCeIn
3axkKKeHHbIe Opa. 3aTo OKHa OBITM 3aKPHITH IJIOTHEIMU OOPIOBBIMYU IIITOPAMH, JIUINAS CBET MajeHnen
BO3MOXKHOCTY NPOOUTHCA Ha ynuuy. Y, cynst mo kpoBaTu ¢ 6aigaxuHoOM, KOMHAaTa CIyKUJia CliaJbHeH.

— Kak mo6panucs, Baiite BricouecTB0O? — mOMHTEPECOBANIaCh XKEHIIMHA OTPLIBUCTO U 0€3 KaKOoTro-Tubo
nouyteHus. CJIOBHO mepe Hel CTosJia He IPUHIlecca OJHOTO U3 KOPOJIEBCTB, a KaKasi-HUOyab ee manbHsIs
POICTBEHHUIIA, KOTOPYIO OHA ¥ HE OYEHB-TO Paja BUAETh.

Her, 6e3yc0BHO, MeHS 9TO He 3a/ieJio, Bellb B POJIb BEHIIEHOCHOM 0COOE! 51 10 CUX IIOP Tak ¥ He BOILIA, HO
II0KAa3aJI0Ch BCe K& CTPAHHBIM U HEIIPUBLIYHBIM, 0COOEHHO II0CJIe IPEKJIOHEeHUs XKuTeseh 2KeMuyKHOTro
KOPOJIEBCTBA.

— Hemnmoxo, — oTo3Banach S OCTOPOKHO. — BOT, 4yTh Iop AOKAb He IoMasia... binaro, oguH BecbMa
100€e3HBIN I'OCIIOOUH ONOJIZKUJI MHE CBOM IIJIAlll.

— YTo0 3a oH? Bl paccka3anu eMy, KTO BHI Ha CAMOM fejie? — B MaJIEHbKUX CEPHIX rj1a3KaxX CeHTH dumx
ITPOMEJIBKHYJIO BOJTHEHUE U JaXKe CTPax.

— Her, uT0 BB, — 3aBepuina si. — [IpoOCTO BCKOJIb3b IT0KAIOBAIach, YTO 00I0CH 3a00IETh...
— Ho oH HUYero He 3al003pUI?
— Her, He gymaio, — OTBeTHJIA IIOYTH C IOJTHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO.

— JlagHo, — Knapucca ®umx Ipuriafuiia cemble BOJIOCH U IIOMPaBuUia TYT'yIO I'yJIbKY Ha MaKyIlIKe. —
Bynem HapmesiTbCsi, BaM IIOBE3J0... [laBaliTe cpa3y mepeiaeM K 00CyKIeHHUI0 HaIlleTo Jaesa.

OHa ceJjia B eUHCTBEHHOE KpPeCJIO ¥ BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha MEH.

— IlpucaxxuBauTech, — IIOTOM HeTEPIIEJINBO IOKa3aja Ha KpoBaThk. — dero Bel cTouTe? Ha 3Ty HOYb 3TO
Ballla KOMHaTa, II03TOMY MOXKeTe He CTECHSTBCS.

— Cnacu6o, — 5 onycTunach Ha Kpayl KpoBaTH, a CBOIO eIUHCTBEHHYIO CyMOYKY-CaKBOsK IIOCTaBUJIa Ha
KOJIeHH.

— Hrak... Hau"eM c riaBHOTO: Balllel lerTeHOH A1 Bappiees, — 3aroBopuia TyT ke Knapucca Ougx u
B3siJIa CO CTOJIMKA, OKOJIO KOTOPOTO CUAEeJa, HEKUH IIPSIMOYTOJILHEIM KOHBEPT. — BOT 34€Ch Ballld HOBLIE
OOKYMEHTHI. [10 HuM BH — JIMH97Ib MIpUHAXK, BHeOpayHasi, HO eIUHCTBEHHAS J0Yb JOCTOIOYTHUMOTO
ceHTa Anbda MapuHOXKa, KOTophi# yiien B Cagsl oros Tpu roga Ha3af. MapUHAXK, XOTh OH U U3
CTApPUHHOI'O polla OTHEHHEIX T'PUOHOB Bricminx KpoBel, KU KaK OTIIIENbHUK, HE UMEJI CEMbH, C
POICTBEHHMKAMU 0o01Iajicsa Mano. Bel — ero ciydarHoe, TO3mHee OUTS OT I0OHOM CITy’KaHKH, KOTOPOe OH
IIPU3HAJI Iepel CMePThIo. Bo mBOpIle 9TO IPOBEPSTH, C OOJIBIIION BEPOSITHOCTHIO HEe OYOyT, a IOCiie TOro,
Kak cTaTys 6ora PaxyHa IOOTBEPOUT Ballly IPUHAAJIEKHOCTD K Briciielr KpoBu U 0qoOpUT Ballly
KaHOMOaTypy Ha POJIb HEBECTH KOPOJISL, U BOBCE OyeT HEBAXKHBIM.

— To ecTh, MeH4 ellle MOT'YT U He OfOOPUTH? — 51 CUJIbHEE CcXKajla CyMOYKY.

— ITopgoOHEIM ucxon COOBITHY He NCKITIOUeH, — IIoIy4duia cyxol orBeT. — IllaHC 3aHATH OOHO U3 IECATH
MecT B OTOope moy4armT Te CEHTHI, Ubs KPOBb O0Jiee uucTas. Y Bac xke C 9TUM TO4YHO nnpobnem Het. Kyna
yx guine? ITosToMy, myMalo, Bamy 0eCIIOKONCTBA Ha 9TOT CUET HallpacHHL. [JaHHLIN PUTYyasl IPOUIET yKe
3aBTpa, II0CTIe Hero B ITONIy4YuTe obUIanbHYI0 MeTKy HeBeCTE U Bac IOIIYCTAT BO ABopel. Hasee... —
dunxk TUXO0 KaunsaHyna. — KacaeMo Balero nepeBonsomenus B fpakoda. Korma Bam 6ynyT 3agaBaTh
9TOT BOIIPOC, OTBeYalTe, YTO, TaK KaK BEl IIOJTyKPOBKA, Ballla BTOPAsk UIIOCTACh IIPOCHETCS TOJIBKO II0CTIE
TOTrO, KakK OymeT 3akJiio4yeH OpakK C YMCTOKPOBHEIM I'PUOHOM. BripoueM, 310 1 6€3 TOTO BCe HOIXKHEI 3HATE...
Iymalo, 3mech Toke mpo6IeMEl BOSHUKHYThH He [OJIXKHO. [ToKa 51 Bce MOHATHO 00BsACHAI0, Barme



BricouecTBO?
— Ila, — HEyBepeHHO KUBHYJIa si. — Bpope Oml...

— Xopormo. Torga mepeiaeM K cieqyoleMy Bonpocy, — Kiapucca mogHsachk U IOoIIIa K
OBycTBOpYaToMy mKady. — 34ech, — OHa OTKpPhUIA 00€ MBEPIIEl, — BEIH, KOTOPHIE BBl BO3BMETE C COOOM.
Opexpna 1 o0yBb CIIMTA B TOYHOCTH II0 MepKaM, YTO IIepedaBas Balll OTell, I03TOMY CECTh [IOJIKHEI
XOPOII0. YKpaIleH!usI BOT B 9TOM IIKATYJIKE, — OHA ITOKa3ajla B CTOPOHY HeOOJIbIIIOTO aplia, CTOSIIEro Ha
CTONMKE ¥ 3epKaja. — Bce Belu OymyT OTIIpaBIIeHEl BCIed 3a BaMM BO OBopell. Y mocienHee...

®uOK momola K KPOBAaTH U 3arjIsHyJIa IO Hee, 3aTeM IPOCYHY/Ia PYKY U JOCTajla KaKyo-TO KOPOOKY
aJioro IBeTa.

— Bam nurpuos.

Kopobka ouyTunacsk psagoMm co MHOM. Ee KprIIIKa oka3ajach yChlllaHa KPYTJIBIMU OEIPOYKAMHU, @ U3HYTPHU
BAPYT IIOCJIHIIIIAIOCH CTPAHHOE IITypIIaHue.

— YT0 3T0? — s HEOBEPUYHUBO MOKOCHUIIAaCh Ha OUEpPEeOHON «IIPE3EeHT».
— OTKpHIBaiiTe, — BMECTO OTBeTa ImoTpeboBana OumxK.

4 ocTopoxkHO nogmena KpHMOIKY... U TyT Ke B y&Kace OTIIaTHYJIacCh.
— Ipakon?

51 He BepuIiIa CBOUM Tjla3aM: 3TO HEeMCTBUTENbHO OBIJI APAKOH, TOJILKO MaJIeHbKUHM, Pa3MepPOM C KOIIIKY.
Yemryst mepenBajiach OTTEHKaMU OT KPACHOTO 10 OPAaHZKEBOTO, ajTlbie KOKMUCTHIE KPS Yy Th
ImogparuBay, Ha rOJI0BE — [OBa IIKIIA, ITOX0XKHUX Ha YIIKU... YIIUITHUTE MEHs, celiyac S TOYHO CIITIO!

— IlurpuoH, — nonpasunia MeHsa ®uaxX. — Pa3Be BBl HUKOTHOA He CHHIIIAIMN O HUX, IIpUHIlecca? [ pUOHEBI
mepskaT X KaK JOMAallTHMX XKUBOTHBIX, a ellle B Ka4eCTBe ITOCHIIbHLIX. BOT AJIs ITOCIeiHEero OH BaM u OyAeT
HyXkeH. UMeHHO uepe3 Hero B OyfeTe IMOChUIaTh MHE BaXKHBIe U3BECTUS JTnO0 Tpock0y o0 BcTpede. bosee
TOT0, HaJIM4yue MUTPHOHA TOJIBKO ITOATBEPAUT Ballly IPUHAAJIEKHOCTh K TPHOHAM.

— A KakK 3a HUM yXaXuBaTh? KOopMHUTLE? — s BCe ellle C OIIaCKOH MMOT/IssObIBaia Ha KOIOIIAIerocs B
KOpoOKe MUHH-TPaAKOHA.

— Ect oH abconroTHO BCce, — oTBeTuja Kinapucca. — MHOrzia MoxKeTe OTIIYCKaTh €ro II0JieTaTh Ha cBOOOY,
¥ TOTHa OH OyJeT OXOTUTHCS Ha BCSIKHUX MEJIKMX NTANIEeK, HAaCEKOMBIX... B 001ieM, B yXoae HeITPUXOTIIUB.
Borneet ToXe penxko.

— A Kaxk ero 30ByT?

— IToka y Hero HeT umMmeHu, — OUAXK PaBHOAYIITHO OXKasla IyledaMu. — Ha3zoBeTe caMu... OTOT MUTPUOH
POOHUIICS He TaK HAaBHO, Y HETO elrle He OBIJIO X035UHA.

— 3HaYUT, OH MOXKET €eIle BhIpacTu?
— Ecnu TobKO HEMHOTO.

[Tepe6GoOpOB CTpax, s MPOTSIHYyNIa PYKy K CBoeMy HOBOMY ImuTOMITy. OH cpa3y BHITSHYII II€I0 U TKHYJICS
MOPAO¥M MHE B JIaIOHBb, OyATO OOHIOXMBAS, IPSIMO KakK IIIEHOK MJIM KOTEHOK. TOIBbKO HOC YV HETO 0Ka3aJCs
CYXOH W Ilaparajcs CBOMMH YeIlllyHKaMH U ITUIIaMHU-UT0JIOYKaMK, KOTOPbIe ¥ Hero 00HapyXKUJIKCE ellle U
Ha momboponke.

— YTto k), Bame BricouecTtBo, — nipousHecia Mexay TeM Knapucca ®upx. — Brl ToKa oTObexanTe. A g
IIPUTOTOBIIIO BaM BaHHY, 3aTeM IPUHECY VKUH.

— O, cmacu60, — s1 6e3yMHO 0OpaoBajach TAaKOH MEePCIEKTUBE.

Bo-11epBEIX, ITOCTie 00efa B IPHUIOPOKHOM TPAKTHUPE MPOIIIo 6e3 Majioro CeMb YaCOB, U OMTYCTEBITUH
XKeJIyOoK y2Ke MaBHO HAallOMHHAI 0 cebe ypyaHHeM. A, BO-BTOPHIX, BAHHA TOXKe celiyac MHe Ohljla 4yepecuyp
HeoOXoOuMa, ¥ He TaK [JIsI MBIThsI, KaK /IS KOHTAKTa C BOOHOM CTUXUEN: KOXKY yKe He IMPOCTO CTSICUBAIIO
OT TIepechIXaHusI, OHa Haydalla 3yOeTh U faxXke CJIerKa IIenymuTbcsa. OIIylieHnss MaoTIPUATHRIEe, CKaXYy S
BaM...

— W3 KOMHaTH IIONPOIIy He BEIXOOUThH, — HAIIOCJIENOK Ipou3Hecsa Knapucca. — {4 cama II0O30By Bac,
kKorpa 6ymeT Bce TOTOBO.

— Hy ¥ KaK MHe TeOs Ha3BaTh? — O6paTI/IJ'IaCB s K IJPAaKOHYHKY, KOT'la CeHTa dupx yuia.



ToT cMeUIHO 3eBHYJI, U U3 €ro IIaCTH BEIPBAJIaCh CTPYyHKaA mapa. f He yoepkKanach OT yIBIOKM U IOTJIaguiia
MaJIbILIEM II0 €T0 T'OJIOBKE:

— A THI MUJTBIH... Y TpOCTO KpacaB4wWK... A maBay, Tebs Tak u OynyT 3BaTh: KpacaBuuk?

51 3acMesinach, a APakoH GHIPKHYJI, ¥ Telephb OHIMOK ITOBAJIMI He U3 TaCTH, a U3 HO3Apel. 3aTeM OH
CBEPHYJICS KIyOKOM ¥ ITOJIOXKHJI MOPOY Ha IepefgHue JIallbl.

— JlapgHoO, cmu...

4 mopHsack ¢ KpoBaTU M HAKOHEI CHsiIa ¢ cebs mnam. [TokpyTuia B pykax, BCIIOMUHAs ero X03siuHa.
Kaiin... [IpusiTHBEIM MOJIOIOM YEeNI0BEK U IT0-MYKCKH ITPHUBJIeKaTeIbHEINH. [Ipu Apyrux o6CTOsITeNbCTRAX,
MOZKaJTy#, Morya Obl ¥ 3aMHTEPECOBATHCS UM, a, MOXKET, AaxKe BIIIOOUTLCS... U 51 eMy, KaxkeTcH,
IIOHPAaBUNACh... TOIBKO YTO TOJKY?.. fl TPyCTHO yCMEXHyIach U NPUHAIACh CKIaabpBaTh iaml. KoHe4Ho,
XOTEeJIOCH OBl eIrle BCTPETUTHCS ¢ 3TUM KaiinoM, X0oTst 6B YTOOH OTHATH IIJIAll], HO COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 3TO
npou3zoigeT. He Bo OBOpIie Ke S C HUM yBUXKYCh? C OApPyroi CTOPOHEI, €T0 TIJIalll — ITPOCTO He3aMeHuMas,
HeT, B MOeM Cllydae JaXxe XKU3HeHHO HeoOXonuMasi Belllb, II09TOMY IIyCTh OH I0OymeT CO MHOM ITOMOJbIIIE.
Maro nu B KaKyio ellle CUTyallui0 YTOXKY?

OT BaHHHI IITIEJI ITap ¥ IPHUSATHO MaXJI0 KAaKUMU-TO IIBeTaMHU. f IPHUHSIACh TOPOIIINBO CKUOLIBATE C ce0s
omexXy: MHE ellle HUKOTHa TaK He XOTeJIOCh OYYTUTHCS B Bome. 3abpasiachk B BaHHY, O1aKeHHO
BHITSHYJIACh HU... C JOCAAOM 3aCTOHaIa. XBOCT... [laBHO He Bupenuck. Y uto teneps? [lonydaeTcs, BOOHEIE
IPOIleAyPH MHE NIPUIAETCS NPUHUMATH TOJIBKO C HUM? U 51 HUKOorAa 0oJbllle He CMOTY HaMBUIUTE BCE TEJIO,
BIIJIOTh OO OSITOYEK? A KaK JKe SMUIANuUsS? BrrpoueM, 1o mocjiegHeMy rpex OblJI0 TOCKOBaTh. TeM Gojiee,
KakK s ycresjia 0OHapy>KUTh, MOe HEIHEIIIHee TeJI0, YTO B PycajioybeM, YTO B YeJIOBEUECKOM 006IuYre, OBII0
IEeBCTBEHHO-YKCTHIM B IJIaHE JIMIITHUX BOJIOCKOB. XOTh B 4€M-TO IIOBE3JIO...

«Hy 3gpacsTe...» — rosnoc JIMH3Ib BEIBEJI MEHS U3 IOJIyOPEME], B KOTOPYIO S IIOTPy3ujiach, HaclaXkaasch
TEIJIOM apOMaTHOMW BOOUUYKOM.

— IlpuBeT... — IpOTSAHYNA 5, HOOABIASA 3€BOK.

«JTo6panack mo TypmanuHa?»

— TonpKo He TOBOPH, YTO TH 3a MeHsI OE€CIIOKOUJIach, — SI BCE-TAKU 3€BHYyIIA.

«Hy, o 6ombIiel 9YacTu MeHsS BOJIHYeT COXPAaHHOCTL Moero Teja. Kak oHo Tam? He BEICOX/IO 3a OeHB?»

— He BrIicOoxy10. Celiuac 0TMOKal0, — 5 yXKe maxe He oOpalllajia BHUMAaHUS Ha STOUCTUYHEe 3asIBIICHUS
9TOM OEeBYOHKU. — A THI C MOMM TEJIOM HOpPMaJsibHO oOpalllaeurbcs?

«HopmanbHo. CeromHs BOH IIOIJIaBaTh TOXKE yOanoCch».

— D70 emle rae? — s pe3KO BHIIPSIMUIIACH, OTYET0 YacTh BOOHL BRHIIIJIECHYTIACh Ha IIOJI.

«Tak Ha paboTe TBoel. Ko MHe yTpoM mpwuliljia Ta AeBulla, KOTOpas IIOMOTJia HalTH TBOM AOM>.
— CBeTa?

«[la, ona. Cripocuna, mo4eMy s1 He BEIXOXKY Ha paboTy U He OTBedalo Ha Kakue-To ,3BoHKU". U uto ecnu g
He TOSIBIIOCh Ha pPaboTe CerofHs ke, KaKoi-To MUPOHOB MEHS YBOJIUT».

— MUPOHOB — MO¥ HavyaldbHUK. A 3BOHKH... [ToXKanyi, HyKHO Te0s1 Hay4YuUTh ellle u TejedoHoM
[I0JIH30BaThCS, — S IIOT'Py3uiiach 00paTHO B Bony. — UM uTo manbie GbLI0?

«A st mogmyMara: a mouemMy Obl He IOUTH C He#? — xo0x0THYyNa JInHans. — THI 3Ke TOBOpUJIa, 4TO y TeOS Ha
paboTe MOKHO IIJIaBaTh!»

— A Tebe-TO 3a4eM mjlaBaTh? — B3[IOXHYJIA 1. — Moe Tejo BIOJIHE X0pOoIIo ce6s1 YYBCTBYET U BHE BOIHI...

«Ara, a npuBBIYKa? 3Haelllb, KaK S COCKy4Yusach? — OTO3BajlaCh IIPUHIIECCA TOXKE CO B3TOXOM. — TOJIBKO
HENPUBLIYHO C HOTaMH IIJIaBaTh, ITI0OKa IPUHOPOBUIIACE... A emle MHe CBeTa meHer gana. To ecTh
OMOJIZKHJIA...»

— W Kak THI et COGHpaeH.IBCH OTHaBaTh? — MBICIIEHHO 5 YXKe gyniuiia JInH3Ib TONBIMU PYKaMu.
«Taxk THI IOTOM OTHAIllb, — JIETKO OTBETHUJIa Ta. — 4 Ha TPpU MecCdlla OOOJIZKHUJTIa».

— To ecTb, Yepes3 TpU Mecslia Thl COOMPAEIILCS BCE K€ BEPHYTHCA? — YTOUHUIIA 5.



JTa (bpa3a C KOHKPETHBIM CPOKOM MEHA HaCTOPOXKHJIA.

«Hy... — mpuHIIecca Kak-TO cpa3y 3atoymia. — S uMena B BUAY, YTO 3a TPHU MecsIa npobiema Hara
OOJIKHA PemuThbcs. T YK TOYHO npoiigelns OTOOP U OKPYTHIIb KOPOJIs, @ 51 3@ 9TO K€ BpeMs IpuaymMaro,
KaK HaM BepHYTb BCe Ha IIpeXKHUEe MecTa...»

— Cnymaii, y MeHs TakKoe 4yBCTBO... — Hadarsa ObIJIo 51, HO JIMH3Ib MeHs1 o6opBana.
«Bce, s yma criate. MHe 3aBTpa Ha paboTy».

— IlocToii!.. — IpUKpPUKHYJIa Ha Hee s, HO MHEe y2Ke HUKTO He OTBEeTu/I. — BOT XKe ragkas pycanka! — g B
OTYAsHUHU yAapuja KyJIakKoM I1o Boge. — YyBCTBYIO, YTO OHA UTO-TO TEMHUT... I Ha paboTy eii, BUTUIIID JIH,
3aBTpa! — cTasno BOpyr mo 60y 06MOHO, YTO CJIe3kl HAaBEPHY/IUCH Ha ri1a3a. — OTHsIA y MEHS Moe TeJo!
Xo3zsiian4aeT B MoeM mome! OcBounachk B MoeM Mupe! A Temeps ele ¥ Ha paboTy moBaguiIach XOOUTh...

U Benmp HuUero He mory caesnath! COexkaTh 1 He IBUTHCSA Ha 3TOT OTOop? TyT yka Kapra ®umgx cpasy XkKe
mosoxkuT 2KeMuyKHOMY Iarnaiie, ¥ OH TOYHO HaYHeT MeHsI MCKaThb, YTOOH Haka3aTh! [la ¥ Kyfa s JeHyChb?
dnmKcupa, 9YTo OTOMBAET 3allaX PyCaJK{, XBAaTUT OT CHJIBI Ha MECSI] UJIM OBa. A Bedb HaXke WX HAMo elre
KaK-TO ITIPOKMUTE... [IpATaThCSA OT BOOBI JHEM, PUCKYS BHIIATh cebs, a IOTOM UCKATh €€ Ke HOYb0, UTOOL!
OISITH K€ HEe YMEPETH, TOILKO OT 00€3BOKUBaHUsI? MeHs yKe yCIenu IPeqynpeaunuTh, YTO BHE BOIHI
Maper¥ CIIOCOOHEI CyIIeCTBOBATh MAaKCUMyM Tpu OHSA. [lajee B UX OpraHu3Me HauMHAIOTCS HeoOpaTUMEbIe
IIpoleccsl, Beaymue K rubenu. [TIo3ToMy MHe HY2KHO XOTs OFI II0jT4aca B [ieHb IPOBOOUTH B BOJiE, U JIyUIlle
ecnu 3T0 OymeTt 6accelH UM BoJoeM, I'le MOXKHO IIoliaBaTh. CaMoe upeanbHOe — Mope. A Takas BOT
BaHHA, KaK celyac, IPUHOCUT MeHbINY 3(pdeKT. 3aBTpa yTPOM €e BHOBb IIPUIETCS IPUHSATH, YTOOHI XyIO-
0edHO JOTSHYTH MO Beyepa ¥ HOBOTO KYyIaHUSI.

U rme MHe BCce 3TO MCKaTh, ECIIM OKaXKyCh B omajie u Oerax? Bo mBOpIle, KOHEUHO, TOXKe Oyoy KUTh KakK Ha
MUHHOM II0Jie, HO BAHHYIO MHE KaK HEBECTEe TaM YK TOYHO BBIOEJIST.

§1 morpy3unack B BOAY C TOJOBOM. JIamHo... He CTOMT mMaHWKOBaTh. ByOy mOKa MJILITh IO TEYEHHI0, a TaM
[TIOCMOTPUM.

Ho aToli Harmoi mpuHIlecce s ele 0TOMIIY, KIISHYCh MECTHBIMU Ooramu!

B KoMHaTe MeHS yKe KOall yKUH U... KpacaBYMK, KOTOPHIH OKa3aJICsA He IMPOYb Pa3fgesiuTh 9Ty TPames3y co
MHOI. ¢ He cTajla XKaJHU4YATh ¥ YTOCTUIIA €T0 KYPUHBIM KPBIIBLIIIIKOM, a 3aTeM — KYCKOM CBexKero xjeba.
B KauecTBe IUTHS OTHAJIa EMY OCTAaTKU TPABSHOTO 4asi. [IMTpuOH Chesl BCe C OOBITNM yYIOBOJIBCTBUEM U
3aBaJIMJICS CIATh B CBOIO KOPOOKYy. ITomna oTaerxaTs u 1. [IpaBga, HOTOM BCIO HOYb CHHUIUCH KaKHe-TO
KOIIIMaphl: OTPOMHEIE IPAKOHHI, JiIoAu 6e3 null, manaiia JIMH3/Ib, SPOCTHO pa3MaXuBaIIIUN pyKaMu... B
KaKO#-TO MOMEHT MeNIbKHYT Kalif, nbpiTalolIniicss HaKUHYTh MHE Ha IIJIeY CBOM mailll... A Tiepeq caMbIM
mpoOyXKaeHueM s BHOBb Aejlajia UICKYCCTBEHHOE OhIXaHWe He3HAKOMIY C IPOH3UTEIbHBIMU I'Jla3aMu-
oMmyTaMu... CTOUT ¥ TOBOPUTH YTO IIPOCHYJIACh 1 pa3buTas u OyATO He OTIOXHYBIIAT?

0)11:(0) pagoBajio: HAKOHEII-TO BOKPYT MEHs He OFRITIO BO[HI, @ B IIOCTEJIbHBIN KOMILJIEKT BXOOUJIN OHEsII0O U
IIOOyIIIKa. KaxeTcs, Meno4u, HO Kak s 10 HUM COCKy‘-II/ITIaCb! HmenHO II03TOMY BEIJIE3ATh U3 KPOBATU
COBEPIIIEeHHO He X0TEeJIOCh: JIeXKaThb OBl TaK BECh OEHD...

Ho Bce HUCIIOPTHUIIA Knapncca dumx, 6e3 CTYKa 3asBUBIIAACA B CIIQJIbBHIO:

— Bamre BricouecTBo, mogHuManTech. Yepes mBa vaca BBl OOJIKHBI OBITh Ha ABOPLIOBOM ILIOIIANM, THE
HAYHETCS 3alKuCh KAHOUAATOK Ha ydactue B OTGope. A BaM elre HeoOXOAMMO IIPUBECTU Ce0sI B
HaIezKallui BU..
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IMonpens. ComHIIE XKapUT TakK, YTO IIepef rila3aMUu BCe HaUMHAaeT IJIbITh. A S CTOI0 Ha OBOPLIOBOU
IJIOLIANY, IIOCPEU IeJIOM TOJIIEI TaKMX JKe B3BUHYEHHEIX, YCTAJIbIX ¥, YBEPEHa, B3MOKIIINUX OT II0Ta [AeBUII,
MIPEeTEeHAYIOMINX Ha MeCcTo B 3jiocuacTHOM OT6ope. [Toka Oy MeHsI OHM — CIIJIOIITHOE Pa3HOIBETHOE IISITHO
U3 IIJIaThEB, IUISNOK, 30HTUKOB... [la 1 caMa s — JIUIIb YaCTh 9TOM pamy2KHOM HaluTpHI.

YTpoM s mosro, BMecTe ¢ Opro3xkaiiei ceHTol OuUOXK, BeIOUpasa Hapsan. A Bcermga Taroresa K 6onee
TEMHBIM OTTEHKaM B ofiexkne, Kimapucca ke HacTosj1a Ha JIeTKOM TIjlaThe IIBeTa He3abyaku. Todb-B-TOYb
Kak ceropusirHee He0o, 6e3 emmHOro obnadka. BopoueM, Ha SICHYIO IOTOY MHE XKaJloBaTbCs OBIIO
Hedyero: Bce XK JIydlle, YeM BUYepalllHuii nuBeHb. Ellle u Bojiockl MHe UK ITOMOTIa COOpaTh B BEICOKYIO
MIPUYECKY, TaK YTO IIes U JEeKOJIbTE MOTJIM XOTh KaK-TO «OHIIIATh», B OTJINYHUE OT OPYTUX YaCTEH Tesa.

Hy korpma xe Bce HauHeTcs1?.. nu nyydiie cka3aTh, 3aKOHYUTCS. [10-M0OeMy, 3TO HeyBaXKeHue K
MMOTEHIMAJIbHEIM HEBECTaM KOpOJisi. MBI TYT CTOMM Ha COJIHIIEIIEKe yKe 0oJiee mojydaca, a HaM gaxke
CJI0BO He cKa3asnu. Elle u onenunu coimgaTaMu miomansb. YyBcTBy0 ce6si, 6yATo B 3aroH momaja. Y
X&Kapa... HeT, 3T0 HEBEIHOCUMO TPOCTO!.. 51 ¢ 3aBUCTHIO MOCMOTpPENa Ha KPAaCaBUILy-OJIOHOWHKY B IIJIaThe
IIOYTH TAKOTO XKe roy0oro 11BeTa, Kak U y MeHs, pa3Be 4To (pacoH noborade ma npeTeH3noHHel. Ee B
«3aroH» AOMYCTHUIIM C TPEMS CIIy’KaHKaMH, OflHAa U3 KOTOPHIX AepzKajla HaJ Hel 30HTHUK OT COJIHIIA, ApyTas
oOMaxmBajia omaxajaoM u3 OeIOCHEXKHBIX IIEPHEB, a TPEThS TO U IOEJI0 IofiaBasa el Ky0oK C BOIOH.
[ToxoxXe, 3Ta faMO4YKa He U3 IMPOCTHIX. BOH Kakoe BEICOKOMEPHOE BhIpazkeHue Julla. S CrIoTHyNa, Korma
OHa oYepenHoU pa3 npurybusia u3 Kyoka. Kak ke ¥ MHe TUTh X04eTcs... Moria 66l 1 Oumk 1mo3aboTUThHCS
U CHAOOUTH MEHS KaKOM eMKOCTBIO C BOHO!

— YBaxaeMble CEHTHI, IIOMIPOIITy BHUMaHUs! — IIPOHECIOCh Hal TOJIIIOMN.

Bce geBuilbl KakK ogHa IIOBEPHYJINCH Ha I'0JI0C. My}KI/I‘-IOK C 3aJILICMHaMU U OJIMHHBIMH, IIOYTHU Ka3aYbHUMHN
yCaMu, CTOAJI Ha BEICOKOM TYM6e 1 HEPBHO OIIPABJISAJI Ha BBIIIMPAIOIIIEM 2KHMBOTE Hap‘-lOBLIfI KUJIEeT.

— 4 ITut Kannuudep, cratc-cekperapsb Ero MMnepaTopckoro BennyecTBa, — OTKALISBIIUCE,
npopoiikuil oH. — Celidac s IpoBeny Bac B xpaM 6ora PaxyHa, rie npoiimet o6psiy paclio3HaBaHUs KPOBH.
BynwsTe nmio0e3HBI, CEHTH, IPUTOTOBBTE Ballll POJOCIOBHEIE. X Heo6xoouMo 6ymeT IpefoCTaBUTh IIPU
BXOfe B xpaM. U cnepyiiTe 3a MHOH...

IIBoe mapHe# B ¢popMe, MOX0KeH Ha rBapAelCKyIio, IOMOTJIM CeKpeTapio COUTH C TyMOBI, M TOT, MaxHYB
MyXJIOW PYYKOM, IPUTJIACUJI HAC CJIEOBATh 3a HUM. [[eBYIIIKY I'yCHhKOM OBHUHYIHUCH B YKa3aHHOM
HaIlpaBJIeHUHU, U s, KOHEYHO XKe, ToXKe. BJIOHOUHKA, YbU CITy2KaHKU 0eCIIePEeMOHHO PAaCYUCTUIU e JOPOory,
BBIPBAJIaCh BIEepeN U Telephb BO3TJIaBlsjia HAIly IPOLECCHUIO, OTCTaBasi OT CeKpeTaps Bcero Ha mar. Hy a
1o 00e CTOPOHEI OT HAC ¥ C3aOH IIIJIH T'BapHeHIIL.

M5l MUHOBAIH BOPOTA, YTO BEJIM B KOPOJIEBCKUH OBOPEI], ¥ YCTPEMUIIHUCEH Jaibiie. 4 yKe Hadasa 3JTUTHCH,
YTO KOHIA ¥ Kpasi 9TOMY XOXIEHUIO IIOM COJIHIIEM HET, KaK MBI BOPYT 3aBEPHYJIM 3a YroJI ¥ OKa3a/IuCh Ha
elre OOHOM IIJIOIIaM, COBCEM MaJeHbKOM, 3a3KaTOM C OMHOUN CTOPOHEBI TBOPIIOBEIM 3a60POM, C IPYTOM —
BBICOKMM XPaMOM C 30JI0THCTBIMHU IIIUJISIMHU. [Jaibllle, yCTPEMIISSICh BHU3, IIIJIa Y3Kast YII0YKa C TECHO
MIPUMKHYBIIUMHU OPYT K APYTY AOoMaMHu. APXUTEKTypa XpaMa, Kak ¥ KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOPIIA, IIPEeICTaBIIsIa
co001f CTpaHHOE CMeIlleHHe CTUIel: CTpenbYyaThie MO3auyYHbIe OKHA ORI/ OYeHb ITOXOOU Ha TOTHYEeCKHe,
KOJIOHHEI ¥ CKYJIBIITYPH Ha (pacamax HallOMHHAIKU 0 6aPOKKO, a U300ujne MEIKUX JeTajield U BOBCE O
POKOKO. [TOHSITHOE [ieyio, B 9TOM MHpPE, CKOpee BCero, ObIIM MHBIE HAallpaBJIeHUs B UICKYCCTBE U
ApXUTEKType, 5 JKe JIUITL OIeHWBala OKPYKaIoIyio 00CTaHOBKY Yepe3 MPHU3MY CBOUX OIIYIIEeHUH.

B xpam BIIyCKaJu II0 OOHOM: Yy BXOHa CTOSJI IUCaph C KAKUM-TO TaJIMyOOM U BHOCHJI TyOa HaHHEBIE
KaHOupaToK. [1epBoii, eCTeCTBEHHO, IpoIIa OJIOHAWHKA, 32 Hell IIPOIIMBITHYIU TPU ee ClIyKaHKu. [Toka s
XKfajia CBOed oyepenu, HacYMUTajla MOPsSIgKa TPUALATH «KOHKYPEHTOK». To eCcTh KOHKYPC Y Hac TpH
yeIoBeKa Ha MecTo. YTO K, He Tak BCe CTPAIHO. BoH, KOrma s IoCTyIana B By3 U IIOOOJIbIIE OBIIO...

— T'epuorunst Murtesns Tapa, — IpeoCcTaBuiIach OeBYIIKa BIIEpeOu MEHS, U TOJIOC ee MOKa3aJCs MHe
CMYTHO 3HAKOMBIM.

— Crapiiasi 1o4Yb B POAY? — YTOYHUJI CTATC-CEKpeTapb, KPYTUBIIUUCS TYT XK€.
— Crapirasi, — DOATBEPAMUNa Ta, IIONpPaBiAs KallTaHOBLEIE JIOKOHEI, HUCIAAAoIle el Ha IINIeYH.
— IIpoxopwure...

IleByIIKa KMBHYJIa ¥ HA MUT TIOBEPHYJIa TOJI0BY, OKA3aBIINCh KO MHE BIIOJIOG0POTa. DTOT IPOdub... 5
ompefieIeHHO ee BufeJsa rae-to. Ho mogymMaTh 9Ty MBICIb MHE He Jalu, OKITUKHYB:

— CrenyoIasi CeHra.

— Ax, ma... — a1 IIPOTAHYJIa CTAaTC-CeKpeTaplo GYMaTI/I U3 KOHBEPTa KJ'IapI/ICCBI dumxK. — BapOHecca



JIunsne Mapurax. EnvHcTBEHHAsA OOYb.
— BHeOpauHasn? — npunonusia 6poBu [ut KannuHbep, BUNTHIBASICH B MOIO «POOOCIIOBHYIO».
— OduumanbHO IpU3HaHHasi, — OTBETHUJIAa TBEPIO.

CekpeTaph ITIOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHs C HEKOTOPEIM COMHEHHEM, 3aTeM ellle pa3 YCTAaBUJICS B OyMaru, y MeHs
JKe HENPUSTHO 3aCOCaJIO MOf JIOXKEYKOH: BOPYT ceituac Oyny pa3obiradeHa?

— HpOXOIII/ITe, CEeHTa, — IIPOHU3HEeC OH HAaKOHeI], U 51 MBICJIEHHO BBIJOXHYJIA. — CJ'[GJIYIOH.IaH CEeHTa...

B xpame — o, 6oru! — okazaock nmpoxJiagHo. Y mepByio MUHYTY s JakKe He OCMaTpPUBajach, a IIPOCTO
HacJaXxpganachk 9ToM npoxyianoii. Korga ke HeMHOro npuimia B ce0s1, Hagajla 3aMedaTh OKPYZKaIoIIyio
KpPacoTy: BLICOKKME KOJOHHH U3 YEPHOTO ¥ KPAaCHOTO MpaMopa YepenoBaiuch MeXKIay Co060ii, ITOTOI0K
yKpamanm Gpecku IPakKOHOB U JIIOAEH B HapPSIAHBIX OfESTHUSX, CBeYU B TO30JIOUEHHEIX KaHOeIsI0pax Obn
He 3a’KJKeHbl, HO CIIyXKUJIN JOIOJIHUTEILHEIM yKpallleHueM. A B IIEHTPe XpaMa BEICUJIaCh CTaTysl KPACHOTO
OpaKOHa C pacllaxHyTOM MacThIO, Y €r0 HOT CTOsJIa OrPOMHAs 30JI0Tas Yallla, HallOJITHEHHAsT BOIOM.

— CeHTHI! — cekpeTapb MeXOy TeM yKe 3aKOHYHUJI ITepenuch KaHAUOaTOK 1 BOexkas B xpaM. — Temneps s
Oymy BBI3BIBATh KaXK[YI0 U3 BaC OIS MPOXOXKIEHUS puTyana. Bam Heobxogumo nomoitu K PaxyHy, — OH
CYeTJIUBO CKIIOHUJICS IIepel] CTaTyel OpaKoHa, — IIPOKOJIOTH I1anel] 00 OOUH U3 ero CBAILIEHHBIX KJIILIKOB U
M3JIUTh HECKOJIBKO Kalle/lb KPOBHU B Hallly BrICIINX.

MeHsT HEMHOTO TIepeepPHyJIo: KOIOTh cebe masnen? Bppp... {-To Ha aHa/IM3 KPOBU X0XKY KakK Ha IBITKY, a
TYT caMoii cebe...

— Hrak, nepBasg KaHOUOaTKa... — y&Ke rpomue orjiacui Kannuadep. — Ee BricouecTBO, Magmas
npuHitecca KoponesctBa Camnduposoro Ob6saka, ['patic Yaberep... [Ipomry...

Briepeq, B3mepHyB IO0O0OPOOOK, BRIIIA HE KTO MHasl, KaK 6JI0HOWHKA. Tak BOT KeM OHa y HacC SIBISIETCH...
[TpuHIitecca mecTHOTO ITogHeb6ecksi. Termeps MOHITHO U €€ BLICOKOMEPHOE MOBEeHNe, U TOJINa CIIYXKaHOK,
¥ TaKoe siBHOe ITPeKJIOHEeHHe Mepe[ Hel TOro XKe CTaTC-CeKpeTaps.

['patic YabcTep MeXKay TeM IIPOIia K KPACHOMY OPAKOHY, YBEPEHO BJIOXKUJIA B €T0 IaCTh PYKY W HajlaBUJia
Ha HUXKHUU KJIBIK. YKa3aTeJIbHEBIN IIajiell TyT Ke OKpacuscs ajabeiM. [IpuHIlecca onycTusia pyKy K daiie,
II03BOJISAST HECKOJIBKUM KPYITHBEIM KallJIIM KPOBU yIacTh B Boay. CTOUJIO TEM CMeNIaThCsA, Kak dallla
3abyprnuia, u U3 Hee IMOJHSJIOCH IJIOTHOe 00/1aK0 ITapa. bIIoHOMHKa yIOBIETBOPEHHO YCMEXHYIach 1
oTo1ia B cTopoHy. K Hell TyT XKe IOCKOYMIa CIyXKaHKa C KPYK€eBHBIM IIJIaTKOM.

— Tatipa Konnua, BHy4YaTas njaeMsHHUIA KoponeBwl Jlammep, KoponesctBo YepHoro Omnana, — 06bIBUIH
masiblie.

Oro, a BoT u Opup, B CMBICTIe OeBylIKa-3Mes... Enle ogHa 610HOWHKA, TOILKO BOJIOCH ee He OTJINBaju
30JI0TOM, KaK y MpeObIAyIleli TPUHIIECCH, a ObLIH BHIOEIEHE! Kak jieH. OHAa ¥ caMa BHITJIsAAesa OJ1eIHOH, C
MOYTH OEeCIBETHLIMU OPOBSIMM U PECHHUIIAMHU, ¥ OYeHb CBETJILIMY, OYATO IPO3PaYHBIMU, CEPBIMU T'Ia3aMHu.
MpauHbl 06pa3 IoBepllalo CTPOroe YepHOoe IIJIaThe U TaKas Ke depHas nuianka. K crarye npakoHa
Taiipa KonnuH 1m1a MeqjieHHO, Hecs ce0si ¢ He MEeHBIINM JOCTOMHCTBOM, YeM mpuHuecca CandupoBoro
O6naka. OHa Tak ke 6eccTpacTHO IIPOKOJIOJa ceOe Iasel, a Boma B Yallle, COeIUHUBIINCE C €€ KPOBLIO,
ToXKe 3a0ypnuia, BEIOpackiBas 00/I1aKo mmapa.

Cnepnytolre HECKOIBKO IEBUI] BRIXOOUIIM He Tak 3(pPeKTHO: Kanuch, CMyIlalnuch, OOHAa faxke 4yTh He
ymasa, HaCTyIIMB Ha IIOOO0JI CBOeTO miaThsa. W KpOBb X, KaXKeTCs, TOXKe He Ipou3Bejia BIedaTeHus Ha
PaxyHa: Bofga npuliljia B ABUXKEHNUE COBCEM YyTh-4yTh, @ IIap BHITIAHEN KaK CTPyHKa, KOTopasi MTHOBEHHO
nponana. [Toxoxe, pon ux ganek oT BrICIINX I'PUOHOB.

Cpernu nNpeTeHOeHTOK OKa3aiuch U OMu3HAMKU-Tepuoruau u3 Usympynuon Honuuel. O6e 4epHSBLIE,
cMyTriible U 6ecripephIBHO XUXUKalomue. A ofHO I0Hoe 6j1efHOoe co3gaHue U3 TeX Ke KaMeHHBIX T'PDUOHOB
IpY BUpe COOCTBEHHOM KPOBU UYTh HE XJIOMHYJIaCch B 0OMOPOK. [IpUIIJIOCh CeKpeTapio MOICYEeTUTHCS U
pas3moOEBITh o7t Hee CTy/IbuMK. Hagelocs, co MHOM TaKOro Ka3yca He IPOU30MIeT. ..

— I'epuoruas Mumens Tapz, oraenHbid rpuoH, Umnepust PyonaoBerx Cran, — o6wsaBun [Tut Kamnuadep,
¥ BIIepe[ BEICTYIIHMJIa MOSI COCeaKa.

IToka oHa IIIJIa K 4aIlle, S BHOBDb JINXOPaJ0YHO paccyxkmaja, OTKyaa MOTYy ee 3HaTh. BeOb faxke B IIOX0OJKE
OBIIIO YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE... M 9Th TEMHO-KAIITAHOBLIE KyAPSAIITKYA. Y TOMBKO KOT[Ia OHA, BRITIOJTHUB PUTYAJI,
ITOJTHOCTBHIO IOBEPHY/IACh KO MHe JTUIIOM, s moHsa! [la 9Ta XKe Ta OproHEeTKa, 4TO 3abpajia C MOPCKOT0
Oepera He3HAKOMIIa, KOTOPOTo s cracna! Hago xe! 9TOT MUp He MeHee TECHBIH, YeM HaIll...

I/IHTepeCHO, KakK IMO2KHMBa€eT TOT My}K‘-II/IHa?..

— JIunaab MapuHAXK! — yCIblana s CBoe HOBOe UMs U TYT XKe nogobpasnack. CekpeTtapb MEXAy TeM



KallITHyT 1 fo0aBUn CKOMKaHO: — BapoHecca... OTHeHHBIN TPUOH-TIONYKPOBKa, MMnepus PyOuHOBBIX
Ckair...

[Tpu yIOMUHAHUM «ITOTyKPOBKU» Ha MeHsI 00paTH/IM B3TIISAAB IOYTH BCe MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKE, a I'patic
Va6cTep ¥ BOBCE MPE3PUTENIbHO XMBIKHYJIa. M BOT IO TAKUM IIPUCTAIbHBIM BHUMaHUEeM MHE [TPUIIIOCH
UIOTH K IPaKOHY. BOIM3M OH OKa3aJjcs elle 6ojiee YCTPALIAIOINM, a KJIHIKH ero... [laXke He JOTParuBasich,
y2Ke OBIJIO BUIHO, KAKKe OHK OCTphie. Cpa3y OPOCHUIKCH B I'la3a HUKHKE KJIBIKK C OCTAaTKaMU KPOBHU
OPYTUX IPETEeHAEHTOK, YTO BEI3BAJIO ¥ MEHS HEKYI0 6Pe3rIuBOCTh. ITO Ke HerurueHuuHo! IToaTomy
pelnIa BOCIOJIb30BaThCA B KAYECTBE UTOJIKM BEPXHUM PsifioM 3y00B. Habpara miis xpabpocTu mobosikiie
BO3[yXa B JIETKHE U [IOYTH C pa3Maxy MPoKosoia cebe masern. OT BCIBIXHYBIIEH 00K OMOPIIXAIIACh U
3aKkycuia ryoy. BeICTpo mogHecsa pyKy K 4allle ¥ ITOAoXKaasia, ITI0Ka KPOBb KallHET B BOAY.

— O... — He coepzKajlaCb OT U3YMJIEHHOI'O B3[JOXa, KOTr'da MeHs Pe3KO O6JIaJ'IO TOpAYHUM IIapOM.

IToxoxe, TakoM PpeakKnyu 4alll Ha MOIO KPOBb HE O2KHKAJl HUKTO, IIOCKOJIBKY IIO0 XpaMy IIPOHEeCCA
ynHBHeHHBIﬁ IIeIIoT.

I[TnaTka Y MeH4 C coboii He 6LIJ'[O, IIO3TOMY IIPHUIIJIOCH C2KAThb PAHEHYIO JIaJOHDb B KyJIaK U HAaOesATbCAd, 9TO
KPOBBb OCTAaHOBUTCS OBICTPO camMa. OgHAKO CTOMIO MHE IIPUOIU3UTHCA K I'PYIIIE YKe IPOIIeqIINX PUTYall
MIpeTeHAeHToK, Muiiesb Tapy (ma-ma, Ta camMas OeBYNIKa-OfyBaHYHUK, YTO ITomoOpajia MOero yTOIJIeHHUKaA)
IIPOTSAHYJIa MHE CBOU IIJIATOK, Pa3BEPHYB €Tr0 YUCTOU CTOPOHOM.

— Cnacufo0, — 5 He cTajla MTHOPUPOBATD 3TOT XKECT BEXK/IUBOM 3a00THI ¥ IIPUHSJIA JIaTOYEK.

Murtens pacCestHHO YJIBIOHYIach B OTBET M yIIIa MBICTISIMU B ce6s1. Temeps st Buena, 4TO OHA OYEeHb
HepBHHUYAET: KycaeT I'yObl, TEPeOUT OKepeiibe U, KaKeTCs, IIOYTH HUYEro He 3aMevaeT BOKpyr. Heyxenu
TakK X04eT MPouTH B 3ToT OT6OP?.. MHe Aake HeMHOI'0 CTaJIo XKaJjlb ee: U 4eTro TakK HepBHMUYATh? ByaTo Ha
aToM Py6mroBOM Kopone cBeT KyimHOM cotesncsi. HeT, Hy MHe-TO SICHO, IJIt Y4ero Hy>KHO CIofla IT0TacTh, 1
TO 51 He 0c000 ITepezKuBaio, a OCTaIbHBIE-TO... YTO K, IMoXKalyl, MHE He IMOHATh MECTHBIX IPUOPUTETOB. ..

[TockomnbKy 51 OBLIA THE-TO B CEPEIUHE BCel 3TOM ouepenu XKaXKOyIIUX 0Ka3aThCs B IeCSTKE HEBECT,
MIPHUIIJIOCH eIlle KaKoe-TO BpeMsi XKaTh, IOKa PUTyasl He IPOUAEeT MOCIeqHAsI «<KOHKYPCaHTKa» — HeKas
rpaduns u3 M3ympynueix [lonuH. [leByiKa, CKaxkeM TaK, KPOBb C MOJIOKOM: BEICOKAs, C 0ObEMHBIMU, HO
OYeHb BhIPA3UTEIbHBIMU OKPYKHOCTSAMU K M3rubaMiy, IIpU 3TOM BecbMa Xopoina cobori. Takass IOHPaBUTCS
MIYCTh ¥ HE KaXXAOMy MYyKYMHE, HO YK TOUHO HE OCTAHETCS He3aMedYeHHOU. [la u KTo 3HaeT? MoxKerT,
Py6unoseiii Koponb Kak pa3 u I00UT TAaKUX OeBylIeK ¢ dopMaMu?.. A xyOomasse JIequ, KakK Ta XKe
npuHilecca CandupoBeix O6GIaKOB, €My BOBCE He KaXKyTCs ITPUBJIeKaTEeIbHEIMU?. .

Korma B Bofy yIana IOCHeOHSS Kalljisd KPOBHU, CeKpeTaph UMIIepaTopa IOIPOCHUIT TUIITHHEL.
— Tenepdb XKOeMm BepouKTa BeJIUKOro PaxyHa, — IpoOBO3TIacUiI OH U 3aMOJT4all.

MBI TOXK€e 3aMOoJT4alii, IpaBaa, COBCeM He OBIIIO MOHSITHO, KaK MMeHHO PaxyH coOupaeTcs 03ByYUTh HaM
CBOI BepauKT. Kakoe-To BpeMs HUUEro He MMPOUCXOANI0. 3aTEM Ke Bofia B Hallle BHOBb 3a0ypiiuiia, u u3
Hee MOBaJIUJI I1ap, B pa3kl CUIbHEee YeM paHbiine. OH CTENIHUIICS M0 3eMJie KaK TyMaH, HallpaBJIsasach K HaM,
meByiiKaM. Ellle MTHOBeHHE — U MHI y2Ke BCe UM OKyTaHBI M COBEPIIEeHHO He BUAUM OPYT Apyra. KTo-To
maxke 3aKallJIiics. Y MeHs Xe HeCTePINMO Havallo IIeKOTaTh IJe-To B 001acTH IIUKOIOTKH. YTo 3a
epyHma? U kak HekcTaTu! 4 cobpasach 6110, IOKa BCS 9Ta CyMaTOXa, 3aApaTh I00KHU [ia IIOCMOTPETh, UTO
TaM TBOPUTCS, a JIy4Ille — IoYecaThb, HO TYT Iap Pe3K0 OTCTYIIHUJI, a CIIyCTsI HECKOILKO CEKYHI U BOBCE
ncyes.

— HTak, ceHTH, — 3aTOBOPUJI BHOBL CEKPETAPh, — IIPOIILY BRIMTH BIEPEN TeX, KOro PaxyH 61arocjiioBui u
IoCYuTall JOCTOMHOM CTaTh HEBECTOU Hallero MiMmepartopa.

To ecTh? U Kak e 3TO onpenenuTh? £ Hadasa OrjiagblBaThCs Ha OPYTHUX.

Mexy TeM MepBOY IIar BIiepen caesasna mpuHiecca ['paiic u nmpogmeMoHcTpupoBana ITuty Kannuudepy
3amsCcThe, Ha KOTOPOM II06JIECKUBAJIO YTO-TO BPOJe KpacHoU dheHeuku u3 6ucepa.

— IIpekpacHo, Bamie BricouecTBO, — CeKpeTaph C YIBIOKOM CKIIOHHUII T'OJIOBY.

Haneire Beinia Tadipa u3 YepHoro Omarna, 3a Heil — cyacTiauBasg Muitenb. Ha GIH3HSIIEK TOXe
cHu3oIIIa 60KEeCTBEHHAsI MUJIOCTh. XPYIKas AeBUYITKa, YTO €IBa He IOTEPsiia CO3HAHUE, TaKXKe
mmokasasa BceM OpacrneT. O, ¥ cTaTHasl KpacaBulla cpegu n30paHHBIX... Eile ogHa rpaduHs... A aTy
HIaTEHKY S YTO-TO He IIOMHIO...

U TONbKO 51 HUKAK He MOTJIa B3SITh B TOJIK, YTO Ke fejlaTh MHe? BpacneTa y MeHs Tak u He OBIJIO, U
3HAYWUIIO JIX 3TO, UTO g He mpouwia? Yrc. Bor 2ZKemuyskubiii 6aTiomka pacctpoutcs. [IpoBanucs,
KaXeTCsl, ero TPaHOUO3HEIN II1aH. UTo XK, B TAKOM CJIy4dae, s COBCEM He IPOTUB BepHYTHCSA. Hamerocs,
rocsie 3Toro u JIMH3/Ib He 3aX04eT 3aflepXUBaThCs B MOEM TeJle U MOEM MUDE.



— IeBsiTh, — BOPYT npou3Hec KannmuHdep u B 3aMenIaTenbCTBe 0OBE I'Jla3aMU TOJIY «HEeyHadyHUIl». —
[Touemy 60JIbIlIe HUKTO HEe BEIXOOUT? Y KOTO ellle eCTh 3HaK M30paHHo#? CEeHTHI, YTO 3a IyTKu? I'me
mecsiTas HeBecTa?

Ho mrytuth TOYHO HUKTO He cobuparscs. Bce ucnyranHo neperisigbiBalIuCh U MOXKUMaNyU njaedamMu. Y MeHs
e OIsaTh HeCTepIuMO 3adecasach IUKonoTKa. K uepTy! Bece paBHO 51, II0X0XKe, BUXKY UX BCEX 30ECH
nmocnenguui pa3! [Ipocturte, yuutenb KaTTeH 3a HapyllleHHue 3THKEeTa, HO s Oombine He Mory! U, HamneBaB
Ha BCe NPUINYuUs, HarHyJlach, IPUIIOAHSATA OO IJIaThd... a Tak 1 3aMepJia B IOJIyCOTHYTOM
IIOJIOKEHUH: MO0 IITUKOJIOTKY 00BUBaJ OpaciieT u3 pyOHHOBBIX OMCEPUHOK.

9Ty YyOeCHYIO HaXOOKy 3aMeTHuJIa He TOJIBKO 5, OTYEr0o B XpaMe Ha LIeJIyIO OOJITYI0O MUHYTY BOIlapUJIaCh
3BEHdAIasA TUIIKWHA.

— Centa Mapunaox, — mepBeiM oTMep Kannuudep, — 4TO 3K BB MOJTYUTE? — OH HEPBHO CTJIOTHYI. — U
IIoYyeMy 3HaK y Bac... Y Bac... TaM?..

— IlousaTue He uUMelo, — INoxkarsa s Iyle4yaMy, IpebriBasi B He MeHbIIIEM ILIOKe.

CekpeTapb MaHXKETOH! BHITED MOT CO 10a ¥ OTPHIBUCTO IIOIPOCHII:

— He mormnu 6vI BEH, CEHTa, IEPEMECTUTh 3HAK Ha TO K€ MeCTO, UTo U Y apyrux U36paHHbIX?
— KoHeuyHO, — 5 Kak pa3 o0HapyXKujaa MaJIeHbKYIO 3aCTEeXKKY Ha OpacieTe.

CuaTh 6pacneT ynanock OLICTPO, a BOT HafeTh Ha 3alsCThe OJHOM PYKOM He IOJIyYMIIOCh HU C IIEPBOTO, HU
CO BTOPOTO pasa.

— Ilo3Bob, S IOMOTY, — CHOBA BBhI3Bajach ceprobobHasi Muesnsb U JIOBKO 3aCTerHyJa 6paciieT Ha MoeH
pyKe.

— Cnacubo, — mo6yiaromapuia s ee, y?Ke BTOPOU pa3 3a 3TOT AeHb.

— He 3a 9T0, — Kapue ry1a3a MUIIenb CUSIN PAfoCThIo, KOTOPasi, BIIPOYeM, HalpaBjieHa Oblla HE B MOH
apmpec. JTa MIAaTeHKA BHOBb HAXOAW/IACh B KAKUX-TO COOCTBEHHHBIX MBICIISIX, TOJIBKO Ha CeH pa3 IPHUSTHHIX.

— Hy uTo Xk, cenTnl, — Kanmnuudep omepHyI MaHKETH, a CIIedoM U KUJIET, II0CJIe Yero 3ayibidarncs 6omee
panyiiHo. — Pa3 Bce pelruioch HaulIydImuM 00pa3oM... 3aKOHYUM Ha 3ToM. CeHTEI, KOTOpPEIEe CTaIu
n3bpaHHUIaMu PaxyHa, mpoIly ciemoBaThk 3a MHOMU... OcTaylbHBIE MOKETe ITIOKUHYThH XpaM. Bcero
HaUIy4UIeTo...



I'maBa 11

ITpoknsaTas cnabocTs!.. [la CKOIBKO K 3TO elle OyaeT IpPoaoIKaTbCs?..

Annen Bapprel ToOKa4yHYJICS U OIIEPCS O epUjia UMIEPaATOPCKOM JI0XKHU, CKPBITOM OT IIOCTOPOHHUX
B3TJISIIOB TJIOTHBIMHU IIITOpPaMu. Y KaKoTo POKKa OH Ipuiepcs B 9TOT xpaM? Komy 310 HykHO? 3mech u 6e3
HEero IIPeKpPacHO CIIPaBASIOTC. [la ¥, mo GOJIBIIOMY CYeTy, IIJIeBaTh, KOTO PaxyH OMpenenuT eMy B IIaCCHUH.
Brinna 6 ero Bosist, BooO11e oTMeHU 05l 3TOT OTOOP KO BCceM meMoHaM. Ho HeT: 3aKOHEHI, IIpaBuia,
Tpaguuuu... MMmepatop 00s3aH cjemoBaTh UM, a0kl He MOMIATHYTh YCTOU U HE JIMIIUTHCS YBAaXKEHUS
nmogmaHHBIX. CMelrHo. [TogmaHHBIM HYKeEH x71e0 u 3peuiia, He 6omee Toro... A Ot6op Oymyiie
HmMmepaTpullbl — ellle To 3penuille. Pa3piedeHue s BCex, KpoMe caMoro MimmepaTtopa.

— Bame MmnepaTtopckoe BenunuecTBo, Kak 3apaBue? — MyzKCKasi PyKa Jjieryia AJiJieHy Ha IJIedo.
[Toxomasa JULIb CJIETKa, a Ka3ajloch, OYATO KaMHEM K 3eMJIe IPUIaBUIIO.

— Tak IIPEKpaCHO cebs ellle HUKOTIA He YyBCTBOBAJI, — MPA4YHO OTO3BaAJICAd OH, HEe O60pa‘-II/IBaHCL.
— a YK, 6paT... Brirnagumis YyThb JIydIlie TIOKOWHUKA, — C YCMeLLIKOﬁ IIPOTAHYJI TOCTh.

— Cnacub0 3a KOMIUTUMEHT, — AJIJIEH JaXKe He MOIBITAJICSI YCMEXHYThCS B OTBET. — A THI T'Tie
3apmepzxkancsa? MHe monoxunu, 4To Ero BenuuectBo bepToH Bapprnei yxke Buepa npubbsn B TypMaiuH.

— A, mena 0w, — Beceno orMaxHycsa «Ero BenuuectBo bBepToH Bappineii». — HaBeman omHOT 0O
3HaKoMOTro. MHKOTrHUTO.

— 3HaKOMOI'0 WK 3HAKOMYI0? — AJINIeH BCe 3XKe KPUBO VIIBIOHYIICS.
— a Kakasi pa3HUIla? — YXMBUIbHYJICS BepToH. — A 4TO, KaKue-TO IpoOIeMEI?..

— Cyuraerts, ecnu Koponbs U3yMpynHEIX JOMNH CIIOKOMHO Pa3ryJIMBaeT 110 CTOJIMIIE COCEOHETO
rocynapcTsa 6e3 oXpaHHI, [ia ellle U IIocelllaeT HEM3BECTHO KOr'0 U, IIpeAIojaraio, HouyeT TaM e, 3TO
«HUKAKWX TPo6IeM»? — IMOUHTEPEeCcoBaJICs AJIJIEH.

— 41 e ckaszas, 4TO geran Bce 9TO MHKOTHUTO. Hu equHasa myia He morafgblBaeTCsl, KeM S SIBJISTIOCH Ha
camoMm pene. [a u komy HyKeH M3ympynubii Kopons? — BepToHa TpyaHO OBIII0 NPU3BATh K COBECTH U
pasymy. — To nu mesno Bame Py6unoBoe BenuuecTBo... KTo Xk Tebe cmepTu kenaeT, a? He BBISICHUIH
emle? — yxke 6e3 yIBIOKH CITPOCHUIT OH.

— HeTt, — nokayain rosoBo# UMnepaTtop. — Y gaxke TPpyOHO MPeACTaBUTb, KTO MOT BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS
3anpeTHOU Marueu... OOHO SICHO: KTO-TO U3 Bricmiux. OCTalbHBIM 3Ty Maruil YKPOTUTE HE IIOT CUITY.

— A THI He OyMaelilb, YTO K 9TOMY MOTYT OLITH IPUYACTHEI Maperu? — BepToH 3aAyM4YuBO IIOTEP
Toa0OPOIOK.

— ZKeMYy>KHUKHU Y HaC IIepPBBIe B COKCKE MTOI03PEeBaeMbIX, — 0TO3BaJjicsa AyineH. — Ho cam moHUMaeIrb,
HACKOJIBKO TPYOHO 3TO IPOBEPUTh...

— Ia yX... — B3mOXHYNI BepToH u, cienys npuMepy Oparta, 06JIOKOTHJICS O Iepuia. — Hy a Tam y Hac
4TO? — OH KMBKOM IIOKa3all BHU3, I'Ie y anTaps 6ora PaxyHa men purtyasn paclio3HaBaHUs KpoBu. — Kak
HEeBeCTHI?

— He 3Ha10, — AJjIeH ycTaio IpoBesl JIafoHBIo 110 aully. — Hukoro He pasnuyaro... blIoOHOUHKY,
OpIOHETKH, PHIXKHE... Bce Kak ogHa. JIamHO... — OH OTHPSIHYI OT mepuin. — Iloiny... Hagoerno...

Ha camomMm mesne Ha AjieHa BHOBB HaXJIBIHYJI ITPUCTYII CTaOOCTH, OO TOIIHOTHI, IO IIO30PHOM OPOXKHU B
KOJIeHKaX, HO IIPU3HAThCS B 9TOM KOMY-TO, IIYCTh Haxe O6paTy?.. Het, Hu 3a uTo. [la 1 puTyas, 1o IpaBme
TOBOPS, €ero TOXKe He HHTepecoBayl. Kak U caMu HEeBECTHI.

— He xo4emr fOCMOTPETL? — OKJIMKHYN ero BepToH. — CKOPO yKe KOHell... BoH, IBe IEBUITLI OCTAJTUCE...
VX THI, TIsIHb, KaKasi coO9Has rpaduHs... Y, rimaBHOe, U3 MOUX, U3YyMPYHOOUEK...

— CMoTpu caM, — AJIJIeH yKe KOe-KakK IOOIIEeN OO0 BEIX0Ha U3 JI0XKKU. — [I0TOM paCcCKaXKelb. ..

— ITocToiite... KTo 9T0? Heyxkenu... — DOHECIHCH 00 HETO YOUBIEHHBIM BO3TIackl OpaTa, HO OH yX&Ke He
cTajs 000pavYMBaTLCA U YTOYHSTDL, B YEM TaM [ejlo.

EnuHCTBEHHOE, 4TO celiyac eMy OBIIIO HY2KHO — IIOCKOPEH OUYTUTHCS B TUIIMHE U TEMHOTE CBOEM CIIaIbHU
U BBIIUTH JIEKAPCTBO.

Cnabak! Kakoit ke crmabak! B atu MunyTH AnieH ce6st mpocTo HeHaBuAen. [1poIio yke TpHU OHS, a OH
TOJILKO CETrOfHS BCTAJl Ha HOru. [la v rae TyT «BcTas»? Kak Gbl CHOBa He PYXHYTh... Elle v Ha ria3ax



mpucayru. HeT, HUKTO He OOJIKEH BUAETh, KaK €My IIJI0XO...

— Bamre BenuuecTBO, BaM ITOMOYEL QOUTH A0 ABOPIIA? — CHEJIAl IIaT HaBCTPeuy OOUH U3 TBapAeiIies, 4To
OXPAHSIIU JIOKY.

— 4 caMm, — u3nUIIHE PE3KO OTO3BAJICA AJIJIEH U IOIIEJ BIIepen.
I'Bappeer] MOCIYIITHO OTOIIEN, @ 3aTeM BMECTe C COTOBapUIllaMu Iocrenui 3a UMnepaTopom.

PaHbIlle paccTosHEE OT XpaMa [0 ABoplia AJIJIeH IIPeofoJieBall 3a HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, Telleph Ke 9TO
3aHAJIO V HETO He MeHbllle YeTBePTHU dYaca. Eie 1 ucnapuHa Ha 10y BeIcTynuiaa. CrHa Toke B3MOKJIa, U
IO pa3gpakeHus XO0TeJIOCh CKUHYTH C ce6s1 KaM30 1 pyOallky IpsMo 30eCh, Ha TUCOBOM ajljied, HalljleBaB
Ha BCe IPUINYUs U COOCTBEeHHHBIN cTaTyc. Ho AyieH mepzKarsics, HepaKaJics U3 MOCJIeIHUX CUJI, TIHITAsICh He
obpalllaTh BHUMAaHUs Ha BHOBb ¥ BHOBb HaKaTHIBAIOIIIVE BOJIHEL IYPHOTHL.

OH IoYTH BBAJIUJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY U, IPUAEPKUBASICH 3a MeOeIb, MOIIesI 10 Kpecya. Ynan 0o0eCCuieHo B
Hero, 3aKphIJI rinala. Hamrynan pyKoi Ha CTOJIMKEe KOJIOKOJIbYUK U TTIO3BOHUII B HETO, IPU3LIBAsT CIIYKAHKY.
WHra ssBUIACh IIOYTHU B Ty XK€ CEeKYHOYy, 3aMepPeB B IBEPSX.

— Cnymato, Baiie BenndecTBo, — IIpo3ByYasl B TUIINHE ee XPUIIIBIA T'OJIOC.
— JlekapcTBo npuHecu. U mobricTpee, 6yab mobpa...

WHra, HECMOTPS Ha MPEKJIOHHBIN BO3PACT, OblJla PAaCTOPOIHEN MHOTHUX MOJIOLLIX CITY?KaHOK, 6ojiee TOro,
WMEHHO el AJIJIeH qoBepsin OoJblilie BCeX BO ABOpIie. PaHbIlle OHa MPHUCIyXKHUBaja €ro OTIy, Telleph XKe
HaXOMHuJIach BCerja PsIoM C HUM, He3aMeTHas ¥ He3aMeHuMasi. M TOJIbKO Iepeq Hel OH IT03BOoJIsan cebe
OBITH CJIa0BIM.

— IIpomy, Bame BennuectBo, — WHra cama BjIOXKUJIa CTaKaH C JIEKAPCTBOM B DYKY AJlIeHa, ¥ IIOMOrJia
OOHECTHU ero 0 pTa. — Bel OBl IPUIETJIN...

— Het, MHe u 30€ecCh X0po1Io...

AnrneH OoTKUHYJ TOJIOBY Ha CIIMHKY Kpecina. Ha Bucku pmaBuia 00k, B yIIax rygeso, a nepepn 3aKphITEIMU
rjla3aMu TIJISICAJTu UCKPHL. [IpUAeTCs MOTepPIeTh ele MsTh MUHYT U CTaHeT jerde... Jlerye...

Kak Bcerga mocie mpueMa JjieKapcTBa AJIJIeH TPOBaIMBaJICS B KOPOTKYIO IpeEMY, U eMy HelTpeMeHHO
CHUJICSI COH, OOUH U TOT Ke. COH-BOCIIOMMHAHUWE, THe OH, IOTEPSIB KOHTPOJIb HaJl CBOEH APaKOHbBEN
WUIIOCTAChIO, IafilaeT B OTKPEITOE MOpPe. A Belb B Ty MUHYTY AJIJIeH [axe He MOHAJI, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIIO0.
[IpocTo Teno CKPyTHUiIo 60/IbI0, MO3T 3aTYMaHUJICS, U YeJIOBeYeCKoe 00IuYre CTayo BO3BPAIAaThCS K HEMY
IIPSIMO B IOJIETE. Yap 0 BOOYy — U OH yKe UIET KO OHY, 3axJIe0bIBasiCh U He B CUJIaX IPOTUBOCTOSATh 3TOM
CTUXUM: PYKU-HOTYU OTKa3bIBaIUCh CIIyIIAThC, TOYHO OKaMeHeNu. [IoToM Xe co3HaHUe U BOBCE eTo
nokuHyno. OYHYNICS yKe Ha Oepery, ¥ 9YTO CTPAHHOE, OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS YbUX-TO T'y0 K ero rybam. DTo He
OBLIO [TOXOXKe Ha MOIeyHd, HET, HO Te OUIYLUIeHUs OH IOMHUJI OYeHb OTYEeT/INBO. [lombITancs OTKPLITh
r1asa... I[lepeq HUMU BCe IIJIBIIO, HO BCe Ke AJIJIeHY yIaioCh Pa3rjIsiieTh JIUIIO0 JeBYIIKH... TeMHO-PHIXKUE,
TIOYTH KPACHBIE, MPSIOX HaMOKJIA U JIMIUIU K ee IeKaM. ['1a3a ke, 60JIbIIue, CuHe-3eJIeHbie, 0ECIIOKOWHO
CMOTpENH Ha Hero...

— OM, BH KaK? — OyATO M3[ajieKa JOHECCS ee TOJocC.

AjeH X0OTeJ CIIpOCUTh, KTO OHA TaKasi, HO SI3BIK, 4TO O ero, CHOBa He CIIyLIalics, Kak U Tejio. A o6pas
OEeBYIIKH Bce OOJIbIIIe PACIIILIBAJICS, TEPSII YETKOCTS... AJIIeHY BCe Ke YAaI0Ch IPUIIOTHSITL PYKY, YTOOH
XOTSI OBl HOTSHYTHCS 00 HEE, OCTAHOBUTE... [IOHSTH, YTO OHA PEaTbHOCTh, a He Urpa ero Boobpaxkenus. OH
¥ caM He IIOHUMAJ, 3a4YeM eMy 3TO HyXKHO. [IophIB, KaxX[a, BOIIPOC XKU3HU U cMepTH... Ho monmyuunocs
JIUITB €1Ba KOCHYTHCS ee Ieku. «OHa peasibHasi», — C 9TOM MBIC/IBIO AJIJIeH BHOBB ITPOBAJIMJICS BO ThMY.

Bort u ceiiuac, B 60JIe3HEHHOM I10J1y3a0kIThe, OH CHOBA BU[IEJI PACIILIBAOIINICS 06pa3 TOM HE3HAKOMKH U
BCE TaK 2Ke ITKITA/ICS HOTAHYThCS [0 Hee...

XjomnHymna oBepd, BEIpEIBasa AjjieHa U3 OApeMbl. OH B3OPOTHYI U OTKPELTI I'1a3a. bepToH.

— Bce yX&Ke 3aKOHUHMJIOCH? — CIIPOCHI OH, BEIIPSMIISISICh B Kpecie. JIeKapCTBO yKe Hadajio CBoe [eiCTBue,
¥ TOJIOBA HEMHOTO ITPOSICHUIACK.

BpaTt KUBHYT U CeJl HalIPOTUB, IIPSIMO Ha KPOBATh.
— Paxyn onpepnenun Tebe HEBECT, — KaK-TO 3aIyM4YHNBO IIPOU3HEC OH.

— Hapetoch, 0HU BCce CTpaIllHble U B3OOpHBIE. Tak OymeT jierde OTIPABIISITh UX BOCBOSICH, — IIPOBOpYAI
ArnneH, HaKOHeIl CHUMAas KaM30JI 1 0TOpackiBasi ero B CTOPOHY.

— Hy... OpHa TOYHO He CTpallHas U He B3OOpHasi, — ycMexHyncs bepToH. — Murienb Toxe 6ymeT



y4acTtBOBaTh B OTGODE.
— Hert... — AnneH BHOOXHYIJ C focagou. — Hy 3ayem oHa moiia Ha 3T0? BOT KTO ee mpocun?

— A TO THI HE 3Haelllb, — XMBIKHYJI 6paT U IIPOTSAHYJI HapacCIleB: — Ee OeBrUYbe cepane TOMUTBECA TOJIBKO
o ogroMy Koposto... 1 HUKTO He CMOXKeT 3aHsTh ero MecCTa...

— Ilpekpatu, — mOMOPIIUIICS AJJIEH.

— Cnymaii... — BepToH ¢ IpuIypoM ImocMoTpes Ha 6paTa. — A, MOXKET, BEIOepHU TH €e — U JIEJIO C
KoHIIOM? BceM oT aToro 6ymet xopoitio. Tel Muienb 3Haellb JaBHO, IPUBLIKATL U MIPUTUPATHCS HE
npupetcsi. OHa ke BooO1e OyneT Ha HebGecax OT cyacThsi. Hy u Ha Apyrux HeBecT Tebe He MPUOeTCcs
pacTpaymBaTh 3HEPTHUIO. 3aKpoells OTOOP U PaCHyCTHUIIH BCEX C ITOJapKaMu.

— He Hecu epyHaB, — AJIJIeH pa3apaXkKeHHO CBEPKHYJI rla3aMu. — [Ipy BCEM MOeM XOpOoIlieM OTHOIIEeHU!
K Mumensb... OHa OymeT moCIemHsisl, Ha KOM 5 PeIly KEeHUTHCH.

— Jaxe B 3HaK 0J1arofapHOCTH 3a TBOE YyOeCHOe CraceHne? — HamoMHUII BepToH.

— MeHns cniacia He Muiiens, — OTPBIBUCTO npou3Hec MmnepaTtop. — Hamina, oka3asa nOMOIb, HO HE
cracna! Y ma, s 6naromapeH e 3a 3To. Ho XXeHuThcs u3 6arogapHocTtu?.. HeT. 9To He 1o MHe.

— Hy xoneuno! Jlyunie KeHUTHCS Ha KaKoU-HUOynb I'patic YabcTep, — XIONHYN cebsi 10 KOJIEHIM
Beprton. — [Ipo ee-To 4ynmeCcHEBIM XapakTep Bce HacbImaHb! HeT, HO TyT, KOHEYHO, MOXKHO ITOIUTUYECKHE
WHTEPECH] BIJIECTH. ..

— Yto? U oHa Toxke OymeT? — AJJIEeH IOMpavHe elle OoJIbIlIe.

— 4 maxe 6ojpllie Tebe CKaxy, — OpaT 3arOBOPIIUIIKY ITOHU3UJI T0JI0c. — TaM u OpuagKa ofgHa eCThb, U3
Bricmiux, ecTeCTBEHHO... Tak 4TO mogyMal O MOEM IIPEII0KEHUH.

— Cnymai, — AJlJIeH CMEHUII 103y, IOANEepPeB IToA00POIOK KyjlakoM. — $ YTo-To He moiMy... C 4yero ato
THI TaK yroBapHUBaelllb MeHS XKeHUThCSI Ha Mumniens? Bpone, HUKOTra He 3aMeydaJsl TBOUX TEIJIBIX YYBCTB K
Hel. Wnu... Tel KOT0O-TO y2Ke caM HacMoTpe cebe cpenu HeBecT? ZKmemrb, KOTaa 51 Cenan CBOM BHIOOD,
4TOOBI BEHIOPATH IIOTOM CAMOMY Ty CAMYI0?

— I1p! — HapoyuTo rPOMKO M HacMeuuIuBO GEIPKHYN BepToH. — Ilpunymarn Toxe. [Ia S TaM TOJIKOM
HUKOI'O ellle PaCCMOTpeIL...

Anmnen He ycCriell OTBETUTE: B IBEPH IIOCTy4Yalld, a 3aTeM B HEe€ ITPOTHUCHYJICA CTAaTC-CEKpPeTapkb.

— Bame BenudecTBo, — OH u300pa3u’ riry00Kul MOKJIOH. — JloKIagslBao0: NecsTh HEBECT ONpereieHkl. B
OAHHBIM MOMEHT UX PaCcCeJIsioT B I0KHOM KpBLIe ABopIa. BOT ux uMeHa, ecniu BaM HHTepecHO, — [Tut
Kanmuudep nporsuyn UMneparopy 6ymary co cnuckoMm. — [IpaBra, TaM ecTh offHa ocoba... — cekpeTaphb
3aMmscs. — C Heil Bulla 3a6aBHas ¥ CTpaHHAS CUTYallU. ..

— 3abaBuasn? CtpanHass? — 6e3 0co00ro TI060TBITCTBA YTOYHUII AJIJIEH, TapajeIbHo poberas rma3aMu
10 CIIMCKY Y4YaCTHHUII.

— Hy ma... Hekas JIunans MapuHax... — Kannuudep OT BOJIHEHHUS ITIOTEP JTagOHb O JTagoHb. — BO-TIEPBHIX,
OHa NOJIyKPOBKa, a Yarla PaxyHa cpearuposasa Ha ee KPOBb KaK Ha YUCTYIO Briciiyio... Bo-BTOpHIX, 3HaK
HEeBeCTEHl IIOSIBUJICS He Ha PYKe, KaK y OCTaJIbHBIX CEHT, a Ha IIUKOJIOTKe, 3HaeTe JIn...

— HM? — AnjeH BOIPOCUTENIHLHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha ceKpeTapsa. — UYTo 9To 3HauuT? Wiu BE KAEeTe OTBeTa OT
MmeHs? Ho oropuy Bac, s ToXe He 3HaI0 €ro.

«H 1o 60IBIIIOMY CYETY, MHE Ha 3TO IIJIeBaTh», — HO0ABHUII OH yKe ITPo cels.

— Her, uTo BBI, Bamme BenuyecTBo! — ucnyraHHo 3amMaxan pykamu ITut Kanmuudep. — MBI caMu C 3TUM
pasbepemcsi. [IPoCTo 5 TOCYUTAJI, YTO BHI AOJIKHEI OBITH B KypCe...

— Cmnacub6o, ITuT, — KOPOTKO KUBHYJ AnjeH. — MoxkeTe 6BITh CBOOOOHEL.. .

— YTo cKaxeIb? — CIIPOCUJI OH yKe y OpaTa, Korga ceKpeTaph IIOKUHYJI KOMHATy. — THI BULIEN 3Ty
JIuasne Mapurpax? UYTo Cc Hell TaM He Tak?

— He 3Hato, — bepToH sHepruvHo noxari mwiedamu. — OObIYHAasg ceHTa. [JyMaio, HU4ero cephbe3Horo TaM
He npou3zonuno... Hy cpearuposasia Yaila Ha Hee KaK Ha BrIciyio, Tak ¥ OTeIl Y 3TOM MOpUHAXK He
IIPOCTOM. A TIOJIYKPOBKH, CaM 3Haelllb, KAKUMM CUJIbHBIMU MOTYT OKa3aThCs IpUOHaMu. UTO KacaeTcs
OpacieTa, — OH BHOBB IT0XaJ IsiedaMu. — [lojiarato, 9To 4KcTas ciyd4alHocTs... Hy cam mocynu, 4To 3To
MOXKeT 3Ha4YUTh? — KOPOTKHUM CMeNOoK. — f, HalpuMep, JaxKe IPefrnoioKuTh He Mory. CKopee BCero,
mryTka PaxyHa. Mamno ymu, 60TH TOXe UHOTHA BECENATCS, — TYT BepTOoH MOACKOYMII C MECTa M TOPOIIJIMBO



HampaBuJCcs K ABepu. — CX0XKy-Ka g YTOUHIO HacyeT obefa... A TO OT roJjiofia aX KHUIIKYW CKPYy4YHUBaeT... A
THI OTABIXAM IIOKA, OTABIXAH...

A7ieH IpOBeJI ero NOJO3PUTEILHEIM B3IJISIT0M, 3aTeM OTJIOXKWUJI CIIMCOK HEBECT ¥ BHOBb OTKUHYJICS Ha
CIIMHKY Kpeciia. BepToH sIBHO YTO-TO TEMHUJI, HO pa3bupaThCs B 3TOM Yy AJIJIeHa IToKa He OBLIO CHUII.
ITo3xke, Bce mo3xKe...
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Hazapg MBI 1M BOBCE He TOM HOPOTOM, UTO Hmpexkye. 3a XxpaMoM 00HapyKUJINCh APyrUe BOpoTa, IIpaBaa,
BeJIM OHU He K I'ITaBHOMY KPELUTY OBOPIIA, a 60KOBOMY, KaK CKa3ajl CTaTC-CeKpeTapsh, I0KHOMY. YTOOR
IIOTIacCTh Ty[a, IPUIIIOCh MUHOBATH THCOBYIO aJlJIel0, 3aTEM CBEPHYThH Ha KJIEHOBYIO, B TEHU KOTOPOH
yIOaJioch epefoXHYTh OT UCIEIeNAIoNnero CONHIIa, ¥ TOJIBKO IIOTOM Ilepell HaMU OTKPBUIOCH KPHLIBIIO0 C
IINPOKOM JIECTHUIIEY U KOJIOHAMU-CTATySIMU.

— 3p0ech, CEeHTHI, 1 OCTaBIIsSIO Bac 1 IIepenaro pe-CeHrTe Menauu I'sfiHC, — COOOIITMIT CTaTC-CekKkpeTap,
PaCKIIaHABIINUCE.

— 9rto0 Tetsa MMmmepaTopa, ma? — OOHEeCCs 00 MEeHS IIEeMIOT OJHOM U3 OIU3HSIIEK.
— Kaxetcst, — npomenTtana Bropasi. — Oi, 4TO-TO MHE TaK BOITHUTEIbHO, — ¥ CHABJIEHHOE XUXUKAHbBE.

[Tpu ynmoMuHaHWY TeTH MMIIepaTopa, mepeq rjia3aMu cpa3y BO3HUK 00pa3 Knapuccel OupmxK: moueMy-To S
Oblla yBepeHa, YTO MMEeHHO Ha Hee PONCTBEHHUIIa MECTHOTO MOHapXxa u OymeT moxoxa. [ToaTomy, Korma
Ha KPBUIBIIO BHIIIIA MOJIOOAasi ¥ HEBEPOSITHO IIpUBJIEeKaTe/IbHAaA faMa, s1 U IogyMaTh He MOrJla, 4TO 3TO Ta
camasi Menanu ['stinc. OgHaAKO OHA yIBIOHYIaCh UM 3ar0BOPUIIA:

— ITo3mpaginsito, cCeHTH. Benmukuii PaxyH ogapuil BaC YHUKAIbHLIM IITaHCOM CTaTh OyOyIllei XKeHOH Halllero
Nwmnepatopa AnneHa II. Kak BH yke 3HaeTe, 1 — Memnanu I'siiHc, a UMnepaTtop — MOY POOHOU U TOPSY0
JIIOOMMBIN TIJIEMSIHHUK. UIMEHHO IMO3TOMY OH HMOPYYHJI MHE MT03a00TUTHCS O BaC, @ TAKKe MOMIPOCUI OBITh
IIOCPEIHUKOM MeXAy HUM U BaMHU, MUJIbIe CEHTHI.

l'onoc Tetu MMnepaTtopa Ovl11 6apXaTUCTHIM U HEXKHBIM, @ BHEITHOCTD SIPKOM M IPHUKOBLIBAIOIEN B3TJISA:
BBICOKAsI, CTPOMHAsI, C U3YMHUTEJIFHO TJIafKoH, 6eJioi KOoXKel, T'YCTEHIMU TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, YJI02KEHHBIMHA
B BEICOKYIO IIPUYECKY, ¥ BEIPA3UTETLHBIMHU, YYTh PACKOCHIMHY IIIOKOJIAaJHLIMHU TJTa3aMu. Kpacasurla u
UCTUHHAA JIeJHU.

— [Ins Havasa Impefjarai BCEM IPOUTH BO OBOPEL], — MPOJoJIKaja Mexkay Memanu. — CrajbHH OIS Bac
y2Ke TOTOBHI, a Balll 6arazx BOT-BOT npubymet. [y Kaxk[o# u3 Bac MepaTop BHIIETUII IBE CIIy2KaHKH.
Ecnu ke KTO-TO JKeJlaeT OT HUX OTKA3aThCs U IPUBECTH CBOUX, — OHa OPOCHIIa MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHBIN
B3rnan Ha CandupoByio MIPUHIIECCY, KOTOPYIO U 6€3 TOT0 OKpPY2KaIu T'OPHUYHBIE, — IIPOCTO COOOIUTE 00
3TOM HaIel 95KOHOMKe XaHHe. B CKopoM BpeMeHU OHa HeIIPEMEHHO HAaBECTUT KaXkK/yI0 U3 Bac, YTOOHI
YTOYHUTH BAIlld HYXKOHI U Moxkenauusa. Kak sunute, MmepaTop XodeT, YTOOB BaM OBIJI0O KaK MOKHO
KOMGOpPTHEH B €Tr0 ABOPIIE, II09TOMY TOTOB MCIOJIHUTH JII00YIO Ballly IpuXoTh. ITak, CEeHTHL. Y Bac OymeT
4Jac Ha OTABIX, a ajiee MPUTJIAIIAI0 Bac Ha 00ef1, 3a KOTOPBIM MBI 06CYAUM BCE, UTO XKIOET HAC BCEX B
OmKanieM OyayIeM.

MHe pocTanach CrabHs Ha TPETheM 3TaKe 10 COCEeACTBY C KOMHATaMu OJIM3HAIIEK, OOMOPOYHOMN IEBHl U
Mummens. OCTaJIbHBIM BBEIIEJIUIN allapTaMeHTHl Ha 9TaXK HUXKe, 4eMy s faxe Obljla pajia: YTO 3a3HaiKa
I'patic Yab6cTep, uTo MmpayHas Taiipa Komnua — He mydinass KOMIIQHUS [JI COBMECTHOTO ITPOKUBAHUS.
KoMHaTa oka3aiack MPOCTOPHOM, C OTHAEIbHEIM rapaepodoM, yOOpHOI 1 BaHHOM-KyIalbHEHN, opopMiieHa B
MIPUSITHBIX IJIa3y KPEMOBO-TOJTyOBIX TOHaX. Bombiie OKHa ¢ 6aTKOHOM BBIXOOUIN BO BHYTPEHHUM TBOPUK,
4TO, MOKAJIYH, SIBJISIJIOCh €IMHCTBEHHEIM MUHYCOM: BMECTO JIUI[€3PEHUST OKOH HAIIPOTUB s ObI IIpeaIoyia
moboBaTthcs canoM. KoHeuHo, BO IBOPUKeE TOXKe OBLUIO 3eJIeHO, Pa30UTH KIIyMOBI 1 laxke XKypdai
HeOOoJIBIITON (OHTAHYUK, HO MHE OOJIbIIIe HPABSITCSI OTKPHITHIE TPOCTPAHCTRA.

A BOT KymlaJibHg — OTHeJIbHas IecHs. BosibIas, ¢ I[BEeTHOM MO3aWYHOU IIJIMTKOW U BaHHOM, IMOYTH KaK
Oacceiin. Kak OH 51 cefiuac xoTena B Hee OKyHYyThCst! Ila 1 ¢ JIMH9Ib TIEPEKUHYTHCS apoi CIIOBEYEK HE
MeIllaJio, ITOJEeIUThCS IIEPBEIMU BIIeYaT/IEHUSIMHU, TaK CKa3aTb. M0XKeT, OHa UTO UHTEPECHOT'0 PacCKaXkeT 0
IIpeTeHJeHTKaxX Ha cepflle IrIaBHOro xkeHuxa UMnepuu? XoTs 6w 0 ['patic unu Tatipe... OTu OBe
OJIOHOVHKY, KaK HUKaK, 3aHUMaIOT BEICIINE CTYIIEHN B CBOUX KOPOJIEBCTBAX, 103TOMY JIMH3/Ib BIIOJIHE
MOJKEeT YTO-TO 3HaTh 0 HUX. Ho HeT, mpumeTcs XKOaTh Beuepa U BO3MOXKHOCTU IIPUHATH BAHHY B
OOWHOYECTBE.

OT Heuero genaTh g IIPOILIa 110 KOMHATe, paccMaTpuBas AeTall, KOTopkble He cpa3y 6pocaiuchk B riasa.
Hap kpoBaThio 3aMeTuia repb ¢ n3o6paxkeHreM KPacHOTO OpakKoHa Ha (OHE XKEJITOro IIJlaMeHU, U MOHU
MBICJTH TIOTEKIU B OPyroM pycnie. Py6unoBeil Kopons... UHTEpecHO, KaK CKOPO ero MOBEAeTCS YBUAETh?
BoamoxHo, cerogus? U kako# oH?.. B mocnemHue mHU s IBITAlach HE 3aMevYaTh BHYTPEHHETO CTPaxa,
THaJja ero oT ce0s, HO ceiliyac, B 3TOT MUT, OH BCe Ke IIPOPBaAJICS HapyXkKy, BHOCSI CyMOyp B MOU MBICJIN U
uyBcTBa. [a, 1 BHOBb Hayasia 00SITECS BCTPEYHU C 9TUM KOpoyeM. Bosimack TOro, YTO XKIOET MEHS BO [IBOPILIE
manbine. Kak OynyT pa3BuBathest coObTuA? He pasrapmaer nu KTo Moio Taviny? [lonydurTcs nu y MeHs
mobuThcs 1enu? M 4To OymeT, eciiu MaH OPOBAIUTCI? A eCliu 51 IOTUOHY 37ieCh, B 9TOM MUPE, YTO CTaHeT
C Moel OyIio¥ ¥ pa3ymMoM? CMOTy JIH 1 BEPDHYTHCS B CBoe TeJio? A JIMHAIE...

— CeHTa MapuHOXK? — OBepb OECITyMHO OTKPBUIACH, BITYCKAs B CIIAJILHIO MOKUIIYIO ITOJTHYIO KEHIITUHY C
KPYTJIBIM JOOPOOYIIHBIM JIUIIOM. 3a ee IIMPOKON CIIMHOM MasYU/Ix ABE OEeBYIIKK B OMUHAKOBHIX IIJIAThIX U
Oemnbix mepegHUYKax. — 51 XaHHa, 3aBeAyI0 X03IUCTBOM, — OHa MTOKJIOHUJIACh, U AEBYIIKU BCeld 3a HEU. —



[Tpumuiia CIpoCUTh, XOPOILIO JIM BBl YCTPOMJIUCH U He HYXKHO JIX BaM ellle 4To-Hubyns? [la, u II03BOJIbTE
MMO3HAKOMUTD BaC C BalllMMU CIy’KaHKaMM, — XKEHII[MHA KUBHYJIA, U Te BHIIIIJIK BIepel, BHOBL IIpHcenas B
TIOKJIOHE.

— Mapu, — npefcraBuiach pycoBojiocasi U XyneHbKasi.

— Kpuc, — Ha3Basna cBoe uMs Bropasi, 6pioHeTKa ¢ 0ojiee NBIIIHEIMU (OopMaMHU U BLIOIMIMMUCS BOJIOCAMHU,
BBIOMBAIOIIUMUCS U3 TPUYIECKH.

— Bac onu ycTpauBawT, ceHTa MapuHAXK? — 1106e3H0 yToYHHUIIa XaHHa.
— KoHe4yHO, — OTBeTHIa 5, HEYBePeHHO yibibasick. — Bce B mopsigke.
— BynyT elie Kakue moxemaHus?

— Hert, — s pa3Bejia pykaMu, — I10Ka HeT... Pa3Be 4TO, MeHsI UHTepecyeT Mo 6arax. OH ckopo OymeT
IOCTaBlIEeH?

— Ero yxe pasrpyxkaioT. C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY IPHHECYT B Ballly KOMHATY.
— 4 cxoxy npoBepio, — BrI3Banack Kpuc, u XaHHa KMBKOM fiajla Ha 9TO COIJIacHe.

— B TakoM ciyd4ae, s OCTaBIIIO Bac, CEHTa, — BHOBb CKJIOHMIACh XaHHA. — ECJIM BaM 4TO-TO TTIOHAIOOUTCSH,
obOpalaiTech K JeBOYKaM MM KO MHe Hampsamyio. U ma, pe-ceHTa ['sfiHC IIpoOCHiia IepengaTh, 4To obe
OymeT HaKpHIT Ha JIeTHEeH Teppace POBHO B TPH.

— Brnaropgaprio, — st KUBHYJIa C YIBIOKOM.

He ycnemna XanHa y#ATH, KakK B CIIaJIbHIO CTAIM 3aHOCUTH MOM 0ara: TPHU YeMoOaHa U3 TOJICTOM KOXKH,
CaKBOSIK, C KOTOPBIM s1 Ty TEIIeCTBOBAaNa, ¥ 3HAKOMYIO KPaCHYI0 KOPOOKY. BOT ee-TO 5T M OTKpHIIa TEPBLHIM
mesioM, BeIMycKasi KpacaBumnka Ha cBoOOmy.

— HpI/IBeT, OaBHO HE BUIOEJINCh, — 5 IIO3BOJIXJIA IIUTPHUOHY 3aJIe3Th KO MHE Ha KOJIEHH U IIOTEPEThCA O MOM
2KHWBOT, TEM CaMBbIM BbIPpazKasi PagoCTb OT BCTPEe4YU. — 4 Toxke 1o Tebe ycCiiejla COCKYy4YMThCH, MUJIBIH. ..

3aTeM Ke BCIIOMHUJIA IIPO CBOM CAaKBOSXK, Ile XPAHUJINCH [IeHHEBIE BeIllld: 9JINKCUD MaCKUPOBKYU U IIOPOIIOK
st 6sICcTpOM cymku. K cyacThio, Bce Ob1I0 Ha MecTe. Temeps ObI cipsiTaTh Kyma-HuOyob... Ho moka B
KOMHAaTe KPyTUJIUCH CITy’KaHKH, pa3bupasi MOIO OfleXK[y, 1 He MOTJIa 3TOT0 CHeJiaTh, I03TOMY BepHYJIa BCe
0o0paTHO B CAKBOSIK, CaMa JKe ITPUHSIACh PACCTABJISATh Ha TyaJIETHRIN CTOJIUK KOCMETHUKY U AyXU, KOTOPHIE
MHe JocTtanuck yxke ot Knapuccel dunx.

— I'ocrioxa, HYy 3a4eM BHI yTPyXKaeTech? — CIIOXBAaTUIACh TYT ke Mapu. — MEI OB caMU 5TO COeJali. ..

— Hwuuero, MHe 3TO HETPYAHO, — yALIOHYJIach 1. M 3aiBUHYIA OMTYCTEBIINY CAaKBOSIK ITOAAJIBIIE IO
KpoBaTh. — Jlydllle MTOMOTUTE MHE ITOATOTOBUTHCS K 06eny...

— KoHeuHO, rocrnozxka, — XOpOM OTO3Ba/IMCh CIIy?KaHKHU U C elle OOIbIINM YCepaueM CTalu nepeduparThb
Mou IaThsa. — Kakoe xkemnaere? Po3oBoe? IlepcukoBoe? bupro3oBoe?

[Tocyie HEKOTOPHIX PAa3OyMUH U MaMATys 00 9TUKETE, s1 OCTAHOBHUJIA BEIOOP Ha HEXKHOU OUPI03€e: II0-MOEMY,
TO, YTO HYZKHO IJIs JIeTHEeTO HedhopMaabHOro o0efia Ha CBeKeM Bo3xyxe. IIpuyuecKy OCTaBuIa IPEeXKHEH,
JIVIIE TTompocuiia Kpuc mpurnaguTh U yI0XKUTH BEIOUBIINECS NPsau. [TISHyIa B 3€pKaio: BIIOJTHE
CHUMITaTUYHO.

Hapsimus mens, Kpuc u Mapu BepHYIUCH K pa3BEUIVBAHUIO U PACKJIagbIBAHUIO MOEr0 OCTaIbHOTO
rappepo0a, st ke cobpasachk ObUIO OTITPABUTHCS BHU3, KaK BAPYT 3aMeTulia Ha MojoKoHHWKe KpacaBuuka,
HeCYaCTHBEIMHU I'/Ta3aMHU B3UPABIIEro Ha yJIHIy. HOXO}KB, GGJIHHTa HCTOCKOBAJICSA B3all€PTH. Hackomnbko s
IIOMHMHIJIA, KnapHcca TOBOpHJIQ, YTO €TI0 MO2KHO CMeJIO OTIIYCKAaTh IIOT'yJIATh, © OH HEIIPEMEHHO BEPHETCs.
YTO0 XK, IpPOBEPUM... { BepHy/Iach K HEMY, pacliaxHyjia OKHO U B3sjia MIUTPUOHA Ha PYKHU.

— TonpKO BEepHUCH, TOKATy#cTa, — Hana HacrtaBneHue KpacaBuuky. — $1 Oyoy BOJTHOBATHCH. ..

ToT cpa3y B3MaxHYJI KPEUIbSIMHU ¥ CHACTJIMBO B3MEIT BBEPX. 51 ellle ¢ MUHYTY mOI000BaIack ero ImoJIETOM,
U, y2Ke 0TXO[s, ciiydarHo Opocuiia B3rJjisig Ha OKHa HalpoTHB. Bcero Ha MUT, HO B OOHOM M3 HUX S yCIeJjia
VJIOBUTH KaKoe-TO ABUXKeHue. ByITo KTO-TO, 3aMEeTHUB, YTO I CMOTPIO, TYT XKe 3afAepHYyJI MTopsl. [1o ciuHe
IIPOIIEJICSA HETPUSATHRINA X0I0OoK. IToka3anock? Mnu 3a MHOM OeMCTBUTEIbHO HAGII0OaioT?..

Ha nmeTHIOI0 Teppacy MeHs IIPOBEJI OOWH U3 CIYT, Ha KOTOPOTO s CIIy4aWHO HaTKHYy/Iach B KOPUIOpe.
YcobiliiaB MO0 IIPOChOY, OH C PafioCThi0 OPOCHUIICS ee UCIIONHATh. K MoeMy IIpuxony 3a 00eIeHHBIM CTOJIOM
y2Ke coOpaiuch IMMOYTH BCe HEBECTHL. He ObII0 ik MUIIe b U ellle OQHOM MPEeTEeHAEHTKHU, UMSI KOTOPOU 5
IIOKa He 3amoMHuIa. [IBe BEeHIIEHOCHBIe OMOHOUHKYN — ['patic Yabctep u Tatipa Konnmuu — cupmenu mo ob6e
CTOPOHEI OT TETYIIKU UMIIepaTopa, KOTopasi, B CBOI0 oYepedb, 3aHKMaJlia MeCTO BO TjlaBe CTOJIa.



— JIuH97Ib M3PUHXK, TPAaBUIPHO? — C MSATKOM YILIOKOMN yTOUHMIIA OHA, KOT/a 5 BOIILIA.
— Ia, pe-ceHTa, BCe BEPHO, — S YYTh MOKJIOHUJIACh, KaK Y4YUJI MEHsI HacTaBHUK KaTeH.
— Ilpucoeguusiica K HaM, JIUHAIIb.

— Cnacu60, — s He cTajla BEHIOUPATh CTYJI U CeJjla Ha TOT, YTO ObLI 6/IMXKe KO MHeE.

— 9OTO0 Bemb y Tebs 6pacneT HeBEeCTEI ITIOABUJICA HECKOJIBKO B MHOM MECTe, 4YeM Yy npyrHX? — IIpopgoJizKaia C
YCMeHJKOﬁ CIIpall¥BaATh MernaHu.

Barnsaner AEBYILIEK TOXKe 06paTI/IHI/ICB Ha M€H4, B I''/ta3aX OOHUX YUTAJIOCh HCKPEHHEEe HIOGOHBITCTBO,
OPyrux — HaCMeEIIKa U JaxXe IIPe3PEeHunue.

— V¥ MmeHs, pe-CeHTa, — KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOWHEM IMoATBEpANIa 5.

— IToxoxke, THI KaKasa-TO 0CoOeHHasi, pa3 60or PaxyH pelrun BeOeIuTh TeOs TakuM oOpa3oM, — MejaHu
['sfiHC XOTh ¥ yCMeXaJlach, HO B ee rojioce He YyBCTBOBAJIOCh U3AeBKHU. — UTO ke B Tebe TaKoro
ocobOeHHOro0?

XoTenoch 6B MHE CaMO 9TO 3HATE... BJIpyT 9TO HEBAXKHBLIW 3HAK U MHE T'PO3UT HEYTO HerI/IHTHOG?..
— MozxkeT, IBET BOIOC? — BCe XKe penuiia OTIIYTUTECA A U IIOKA3ajia Ha CBOIO IIPDUYECKY.
— MoxeT, — Beceso paccMedaiaCb POOCTBEHHHUIIA UMIIEpPATOPa. — Tel omHa Takasd PEIZKEHBKAA...

— Wnu pemmi Tak MOIYKPOBKY 0003HAYUTh, — CKPUBUBIINCH, BcTaBuna JIuuma MToH, ellle omHa
OJIOHOMHKA, TOJIBKO yKe rpaduns n3 Pybunosrex Ckarl.

ATy HUYEeM, KpoMe [AJTMHHOTO 3a0CTPEHHOT0 HOCa, HeIpruMedaTeIbHYIO IeBUIly S 3allOMHUJIA B YHUCIIe
nmocienHux. OKa3elBaeTCs, y Hee ellle U XapakTep npeMep3kuii. [laxke BHICOKOMepHasi IpuHIlecca I'patic
cebe TaKOTro He IIO3BOJISIA, TI0KA, BO BCSIKOM CIIy4ae.

— TonbKo Ha ee KPOBb OTKJIMK Yairm ObIT Ky[la CUJIbHEE, UYeM Ha TBOIO, — HEOXKHMOAHHO MIPHUIIJIa MHE Ha
3amuty Hopotu Illepus, Ta camas meByIKa ¢ KpynHeIMU ¢hopmamu. Ecnu s He ommbaiock, OHa mpuexasna
Ha OT60p U3 U3yMpyaHbIX [JOIUH. — DTO 3HAYUT, YTO €€ KPOBh, IYCTh ¥ HAIIOJIOBUHY APaKOHbS, KyIa
YHIIe TBOEH.

— VBepeHna, 3T0 Kakas-To omnbka, — mporuenuna JIuuma. — 4 BooOIIe He MOHKMal0, KaK OHA 3[0eCh
oKaszasnack. S 3Hama ceMbI0 MBpHUHIXK, HO HUKOTOA He CIIHINANa O HE3aKOHHOPOXIEHHON qouepu GapoHa.

ITocnepHuMe cnoBa 3TOM AEeBHUIIBI 3aCTaBUIM MEHS ITOXOIOHETh OT cTpaxa. Heyxenu Kmaprucca ®upgx
oOMaHYyJa U JIeTeHOa MOs He TaK yXK ybenuTespHa?

— a KTo k OymeT Kpu4iaTh O HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIX-TO? — U3 I'Pyau [JOpPOTH BRIPBAJICS TIyX0OH
cMmelok. — M Tem 6oee OTYUTHIBATLCA Tiepen ToOOoM, Munas?

— Oren MeHs IpPHU3HAJ, OKYMEHTaIbHO, — S HAKOHeIl cofpajiach OyXOM U TOXKe pelluia OaTh OTIIOP 3TOU
HOBOSIBJIEHHOU CTEpPBOYKe. ['TaBHOE, caMO¥ BEPUTH B JIereHay. — [109TOMy HUKTO He MOXKEeT Ha3bIBaTh
MeHs He3aKOHHOPOXKIEeHHOM.

— CeHTHI, HEe CTOUT TakK HEPBHUYATDH, — IIPepBajia Hac TeTs MMneparopa. — Y Ha Oynyliee 3allOMHUTE
nBe Bemu. Ha aTom OTGOpE Bce HEBECTH paBHHI, MO0 Tak mocuuTal PaxyH, 9To pa3. U BTopoe, MMmepaTop
He TepPIUT B CBOEM ABOPIlE CKJIOKM, CIUIETHH U pyraHb. Eciu mogo6Hoe TOBTOPUTCS, [Ia ellle U Ha ero
rjla3ax, MOXKeTe He HaJesAThCS CTaTh €ro CyIpyroH.

— Ilpomy mpollleHuss, — B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha Teppacy BieTejia B3BOJIHOBaHHas Mulliesns, a 3a Hel
TIOCJIeOHsIsI HeBecTa. — M3BUHUTE 3a OMO3[aHue, CEeHTH, pe-CeHTa, — OHa MOKJIOHUIach MelaHu. —
Bormbiiie momoOHOTO HE TOBTOPUTCS.

BTopa;{ 2Ke OoImo3pgaBiiasad OTMalldrhBaliaCh, IIOTYIIUB B3IJIAMO.

— Huyero cTpalrHoro, mprcaxuBanTeCch, — OIAroOyIIHO IPEaIOXKUiIa UM pe-ceHTa ['atin. — Ob6efq erle He
HavaJy IIogaBaTh.

— Pe-ceHTa, T03BONIBTE Y3HATh, — BHE3AIIHO 3aroBopuiia npuHIiecca I'paiic. — A KaK CKOPO MBI CMOXKEM
yBumeThcs ¢ Ero BenuuectBoM? Crikiliana, eMy B IIOC/IeTHEe BpeMsi He3nopoBuTcs. Kak oH cebs
YyBCTBYyeT?

— [Ia, KaK oH ce0s 4YyBCTByeT? — IIOAXBaTHUJIa TYT ke Murens ¢ 6eCIIOKOMHEIM GJIECKOM B I'J1a3ax.

— Ero BenuuecTBo 60JIEH? — XOPOM IoaAepzKaiyu OTU3HSIIIKHY.



— XM... — a 9TO yKe 03aboTunach [[OpOTH.

41 Toxke 3amHTepecoBanack. Ham PyounoBhl Koponk 6omeeT? Y yem ke, nHTEpPeCHO?.. TpaBMa, paHa UIA
0o0OBIKHOBEHHAs npoctyna? Xots... Heykenu u IpakoHbBI MPOCTYXKAOTCA?

— 0O, Kak xe OBICTPO PAa3HOCATCH CIJIETHH, — C YKOPOM IT0Kay4ajia rojioBoii Menauu. — Y Kak Bcerga B
CIIJIETHSX JIMIIL HEOOIbIIas Jois UCTUHEL. [la, vy Halero MMnepaTtopa OplIN KOe-KakKue IIpoOIeMbl CO
37I0POBbEM, HO COBCeM Hecephe3Hble. Celtuac Ero BenmuuecTBO UeT Ha MOMPABKY ¥ CO OHS Ha JeHb OyaeT
TOTOB TUYHO MO3HAKOMHUTHCS C BaMU. Bo BCSIKOM city4yae, Ha PyOuHOBOM 0aiy, KOTOPBIHA COCTOUTCS Yepe3
TpU OHS, OH HEIIpeMeHHOo OyIeT MPUCYTCTBOBAaTh. [103TOMY Ipefaraio 3akKphITh 3Ty TEMY U JIyUIlle
TIOTOBOPUTH 00 MCHBITAHUSIX, KOTOPHIE Bac XKAyT. Hy U 3a0QHO IpUCTynuM HaKOHeI K 00enmy! — oHa
XJIOMHYJIa B JIQMIOIIX, JaBas 3HAK CIIyraM Pa3HOCHUTH IIepBbie OIoma.

Bot TyT-TO 51 Ha HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs 3abkiyia 000 BCEM Ha CBeTe: efla, CHOBa HopManbHasi! [la, moHuMaro, 4To
Ha Cyllle g yKe BTOpble CyTKH, B KOTOPEIE HEIIJIOXO0 NUTajlach, HO IOCJIe TOJIOOHOT0 PyCcaJlo4ybero naika g
IO CUX IIOp HUKAK He MOTJIa HaCHITUThCs. Kak Bumesna enqy, cpa3y e roToBa Obljia yIIOoTPeOUTh ee BCIO U
6e3 octaTka. nmu 9170 MHe OT JIMH3/Ib JOCTaIach TaKas IIPOKOPIUBOCTh?..

— Hrak, ucneiTanus... — BHOBBb 3arosopuiia MenmaHu yxe 3a gecepTtoM. — Kak Bel noHuUMaerte, Ero
BenmnyecTBO XKejlaeT BHIOPATh IYYNIYIO U3 JTYyYIINX, HOCTOMHEHIITYIO U3 OCTOMHEHIINX U, KOHEYHO XKe,
O63Kyl0 ero cepauy. MMmepaTtpuna mojkHa ObITh Tox cTaTh UMnepaTopy. M 9To He TOIBKO KpacoTa, HO
ellle ¥ yM, XapakTep u gobpomeTenu. M ucobTaHus, KOTOPLIE BaM IIPEACTOSIT, IOMOTYT OIIPEHeIuTh TY
eOWHCTBEHHYIO, KOTOpas 3aiiMeT MecTo nopgiie Ero BenuuectBa. OgHako... He 060 Bcex UCIIBITAHUSX BaM
OymeT 00BSIBIIEHO OGUIIMAJIPHO, MHOTHA OHU OyOyT MPOXOOUTh, HaXKe KOraa BEl 00 3TOM He IIOOO3PeBaeTe.
[TosToMy paccnabnsiTbCs He CTOUT... [JoMHUTE, YTO BBl MOKeTe BHIOBITh u3 OTOopa B 11000% MOMEHT.
[TepBoe ke opuIMaIbHOE UCTIBITaHME TPOUET Ha 6ajly, KOTOPHIH, KakK 5 y’Ke TOBOPUJIa, COCTOUTCS dYepe3
Tpu gHs. ITocie Hero ogHa M3 Bac MOKUHET 3TOT OTOOD HaBcerma. 3aMeThTe, I TOBOPIO «3TOT», IIOCKOJIBKY
y Bac OyAerT ellle OOWH IIaHC CTAaTh HEBECTOM MIPABUTEJIS, IIpaBAa, yKe He PyOouHoBEIX CKaJl, a KOPOJIEBCTBa
W3ympynueix Jonus. Hanerocs, Bce TOMHSAT, 4To y MMIiepaTopa ecTh Milaamuii 6pat? — MejaHu ¢
yneIOKOM 00Besia B3rJIAOOM BCceX meByIlek. — W ga, OH ToXe cedyac IPUCYTCTBYET BO ABOPIIE U TaK XKe
CIefuT 3a BceMH UCIbITaHussMu. Korga Annen Bappiieli coenmaeT CBOM BEIOOD, HaCTaHET Yepeq BHIOUpPATh U
ero OpaTty bBepToHy. BOo3M0OX&KHO, OH YCTPOUT BaM HOIIOTHUTEJIbHBIE UCIIBITaHUSA. HO BEPOSITHO ¥ TO, UTO 3a
BpeMs Tekylero Otbopa bepToH Bappielt yxKe ToXKe CMOXKET OIIPeHesINThCSA U Ha3BaTh HEBECTY BCen 3a
6patom. [ToaTomy, mazxe B ciiydyae BHIOBIBaHUS u3 9TOro OTOOPA, BH €Ille KaK0e-TO BPEMS OCTAHETECH XKUTh
BO mBople. [IpaBOa, ecnu TonbKo M3ympynHBIM KOponbk He TOMMET, YTO BH TOXKe eMy He noaxonuTte. [Ipu
TaKOM MCXOfie, YBBI, BOPEI] BCe JXe MPUIOETCs OCTaBUTh HeMeis. Haferocs, st HOHSATHO OObSICHUIIA?

Kynma yk nousiTHel... CuepBa MMnepaTop OpakyeT HEBECTY, 3aTeM IlepefaeT ee OpaTy, TOT eIle MOXKET
mogyMaTh, HY2>KHO JIU €My TaKoe CHacCThe, U €CJI OTBET OTPUIlaTesIeH, Ty BEICTABIISIOT 3a JBOPILIOBHIE
Bopota. Ecnu ke M3ympynusiii Koponb KomebieTcs, eCTh IaHC 3afiepPKaThCs 3[eCh ellle HeHamoIro.
HWuTepecHo, a eciiu HeBeCTa He X04YeT IIPEeTeHN0BaTh Ha PYKY U cepplle aToro beproHa? Bopyr oH eit
y2KaCHO He HpaBUTCsS? MiMeeT 1 OHa TPaBO OTKA3aThCsI OT BTOPOTO ITaHCca U yiTHu cama? JIubo 3To
anpuopu HEBO3MOIXKHO?..

— CeronHs, CEHTHI, MOXKETE OTHOBIXaTh, — IPONOJIKMIA MeXAy TeM Menauu. — HOKHOe KPBUIO U
MIPUJIETAIOIIUY K HEMY IapK B IIOJTHOM BallleM pacHopsizkeHuu. 51 ke ceromHs Bac 0oJblle He T06EeCI0KOI0.
Hy a 3aBTpa X04y IPUTTIaCUTh BCEX Ha 3KCKYPCHUIO yKe II0 OPYTUM YacTSIM OBOPIIA, TO3HAKOMHUTE BacC
no6rKe C ero XXKU3HBI0 U UCTOpHel. [JyMato, 6ynyieit MMnepaTpuue 9To 6yOeT mojie3Ho 3HaTh. I1o3ToMy
s1 BAC MOKU[Aal0, — OHA MOAHSIACh, ¥ BCE HEBECTH B 3HAK YBaXKEHUS APYKHO BCTAIU BCIIEN 3a HEH. —
Cracu00 3a IPUSATHYIO KOMIIQHUIO, YBUAMMCS 3aBTPa.

ITocne yxoma TeTylIku MMmepaTopa S ToXKe He MoCYuTalla Hy2KHBIM 3aJepKNUBaTbCS 3a CTOJIOM U B
TIEPBHIX PsigaxX IMOKUHYyJa Teppacy. Tem Gojiee s TpeBoXKUIach 3a KpacaBuuka: BepHyJICcsS u oH? [la u
ConmepXMMO€E CaKBOsI’Ka He MeIrnano 6sl mpoBepuTh. Ciykauku Kprc u Mapu Ha nmepBbIN BT/ Ka3aiuch
BIIOJIHE TIOPSOOYHBIMH, HO BCE Ke s X efBa 3Hajla, YTOOLI JOBEePsSTh. BOAPyTr OHU He ymepKajuch OT
JKeJlaHUs MOPHITECS B BelllaXx CBOeN BPEMEHHOM XO03IUKHU?

HorpymeHHaﬂ B 3TU PAa3OyMbi, A GBICTpO IIjia II0 KOPpUuAgopaM OABOPIia B CBOIO KOMHATY. BOprr HU4YEero He
3aMeydajia, I03TOMY C OOJIBIIUM OIIO3MaHMeM OCO3Hasla, 9TO 3a MHOU KTO-TO upmeT. Cobpasack 06epHYyThCH,
HO He yCIiejla: HEM3BECTHBIN «KTO-TO» y2Ke HarHajl MeHs. MyzKcKas pyKa KpemnmKo o6XBaTuja 3a Tajuio,
Apyras 2Ke 3aKphbljla MHe POT, 4yTOOLI 1 HE CMOTIJIa 3aKpHU4aThk. IToToM xke MEeHHd, 6pI:>IKaIOH_Iy'IOCH n
00MHUPAIOIIYIO OT y2Kaca, KyHa-TO IIOTAIIUJIH. ..



I'maBa 13

TsHYIN MeHsI Hefo/Tro: 3a 6JIMKaNiIINM II0BOPOTOM OKa3ajach OBepb. Kak TOIbKO MBI OKa3aIuCh BHYTPU
KOMHATHI, XBaTKa ocJiabiia, a 1afoHb yOpaHa OT Moux ry0... 4 pe3kKo pa3BepHyIach, YTOOH HAKOHEI]
YBUOETh IIOXUTHUTENSI, U oboMiiena. ITo O Kaiina, Mo¥ BUYEpaAITHUH HNOMIYTUYHK, Y€l CIIaCUTEIbHBIN Il 5
OepeKHO XpaHUIa Ha JHe YeMoJaHa.

— OTO BEI? — BBIJOXHYJIA f.

— A 3T0 BBEI? — YCMEXHYBIINUCH, yTOUYHUI OH. — CeHTa AnuHa u3 U3ympynusix [JonuH. Minu Bce ke
fapoHecca JIuH371b MapuHAXK, ypokeHKa Py6buHoBex Ckam?

— Y 4TOOEI 3TO BBISICHUTE, HYy2KHO OBITIO 3aTHIKATh MHE POT U TAIlTUTH, CJIOBHO... CJIOBHO... — 4 HUCIIBITEIBaJIa
HEJIOBKOCTE U 3JIOCTh OOJHOBPEMEHHO, OTYET O IIyTaJlIaCh B CJIOBaX MU HUKaAK HE MOTI'JIa BEIPa3UTh MEICJIb.

— U3BUHUTE, — TOT CMYIIEHHO yILIOHYICA. — [IpocTo BB coOpanvch 3aKpU4aTh, U 5 ucmyrasncs. He
XO0TeJI, YTOOH! Hac ycnbimanu. CXBaTUl Bac cnoHTaHHO. Hanetoch, He mpuynHUI BaM 6omu?

— Bornu He IpUYUHUIY, K CYACTHI0, HO OT CTpaxXa y MeHs [0 CUX II0p MOAXKUIIKYU TPSACYTCs! — B cepanax
BOCKJIMKHYJIA 1.

— IlpocTtuTte eme pa3... — Kail meliCTBUTENIBHO BHITJIAOEN PAaCKasABIIMMCS, U 1 Hadajla OTTauBaTh. —
Brimio ykacHo, Ipu3Har...

— JlagHO, 3a0BUIH... — 1 IPUTJIagWIa BOJIOCHI U pPacIipaBuia CKJIAOKU Ha IyiaThe. — Torga, MOXKET, BB
IIepPBBIM OTBETUTE, KaK 3[4eCh OKa3anucsk? Bpoae, BBl He YIIOMUHANM, YTO UMeEEeTe OTHOILIEHUE K
HNwmnepatopy.

— A g v He UMel0, pa3Be YTO KOCBEHHOE, — OH eIre GoJbiile 060e30pyKUIT MEeHs CBOe# yIeIOKOoH. — 4
TIOMOIIIHUK OpraHu3aTopa cBameb, MeHs MPUTJIACUIIN CIOa BMeCTe C HuM, Ha BpeMsi OTOopa HEBECT, a
3aTeM U IIepeMOHUH BeH4YaHusi. ¥ yK TOYHO ST He OXKHU[all YBUNETh CPEOU TeX CaMBIX HEBECT Bac... Tak KTO
BBI, CeHTa, AnnHa unu JINHAIb?

— Jluusns, JImH371H M3pUHOK, — MPUILIJIOCh OTBETUTH MHE.
— To ecTh BB MeHsT 0OMaHyJI1, Ha3BaBIIUCEH OPYTUM MMeHeM? — OpoBh Kaiia MPDOHUYHO U30THYJIACh.

— IIpocTo He x0Tena oryiacky, — s IPOoLIIach Tyna-ciofa II0 KOMHaTe, OKa3aBUIelCcs YeM-TO Bpoze
MaJIeHbKOM OMOIHMOTEKH: 30eCh CTOSIJIO HECKOIbKO KHUXKHHBIX MKA(OB, a B YI/Iy — CTOJI, 3aBaJIeHHBIH
OyMaXHBIMU CBUTKaMu. — My cyuTaeTe, MHE HYXKHO OBUIO IEPBOMY K€ BCTPEYHOMY paccKa3aTh, YTO A
BHeOpayHas moub OapoHa MapuHIXKa, MIOTYKPOBKA, JKelalollasi IonbeTaTh yaauy Ha OT6ope HEBECT OJist
PybuHOBOTO KOPOJISI?

— To ecTb, BB TpUeXany B CTOJIUILY UHKOTHUTO? — Kpaellek ry0 Kaiina 4yTh DOANIPHITHYT B yCMeEIIKe.

— HmenHo. U yK TOYHO He Ipennoarasia, 4To BCTpedy 3A4echk Bac. Kcratu, — cnoxBaTuiach 1. — Bamm
nnang! f mepemaM BaM ero depe3 CJIy2KaHOK, TOJIBKO CKaXkKUTe Kyna.

— He cTout BomHOBaThLCSA, — Ka4yHYJ rojoBoi Kaiin. — Eciu oH BaM HpaBUTCS, TO OCTaBbTe ero cebe. Y
MEHS eCTh ellle OOUH TaKOH.

— He mywmaro, 9To 3TO yOmoOHO, — 3aCOMHEBaJIach 5. XOTSI MHE TaKOM IIJIalll B XO3SUCTBE COBCEM HE
nomemniaeT!

— Heymo6Ho, ecimu KTO-TO 00 9TOM y3HaeT. A MBI BeIb HUKOMY He PacCKaxkeM? — OH 3arOBOPIIHUIIKHU
MMOOMUTHYII MHe. — [la u Bh Tellepb ogHa U3 HeBecT Ero BenmuyecTBa, BaM Heb3s IIPOCTYXAThCH. ..

— Cnacubo, — s ynHGHynaCb U, He BbIJEP2KaB ero nMpucTaJIbHOI'0O JIaCKAaloIIero B3rjdnaa, OTBeJjla rjia3a B
CTOPOHY. 3aTteM IIOMHTEepecoBaJslaChk CaMa: — Tak 3Ha4YuT, BHI IOKa TOXKE XKUBETE BO JIBOpI_Ie?

— IDa, B cocegHeM KphIJie, — 0XOTHO oTBeTun Kaiin. — HaMm TaM BHIIEIUIM KOMHATHL...
— A B 3TOM KpBUIE KaK 0Ka3aJlucCh?

— Ilo menawm 3armen, Hy2KHO OBIJIO TIepenaTh KOe-4To... — OH Ha CEeKyH[y 3amHyJncs. — Koe-komy...
YBHUIEN Bac, — a IIOTOM TOPOIIJIMBO ITOIpaBuiIcs: — HeT, g y2Ke BUOeN BaC paHbllle, KOT{a BBl TN U3
Xpama...

— U Kak ke BB y3HAIH, 4TO g JIMH3Ib M3pUHOXK? — YTO-TO B €T0 CJIOBax II0Ka3ajloCh MHE
TIOIO3PUTENBHBIM.



— ¥V MeHs XKe eCTb CITMCKHU BCEX HEBECT, — C JIETKOCThIO oTBeTHs Kain. — IToToM ke, yBUAEB Bac U
YOWBUBILIVICH, PEIIUJI YTOUHUTD ¥ CTAaTC-CEKpeTaps Ballle uMs. [I0CKOIBKY ST UMEIO OTHOIIIEHUE K
opraHmu3aluy CBaAbObl, MHE TaKylo MHGpOpPMalLMio npegocTaBunu 6e3 nmpobiaemM. [Ja 1 He Takas YK OHa
cekpeTtHas. Co OHS Ha IeHb BCe B CTONUIEe OynoyT 3HATh MMeHa IPeTeHOeHTOK Ha Cepplle Hallero
HWwmnepatopa.

3Byuaso BnonHe yoeguTenbHO. HaBepHOE, He CTOUT BO BCEX BUAETh BPAaroB U onacHOCTh. Tem Goree ¢
KaiirmoM MBI TO3HAKOMUIIUCH CIIy4YalHO, U eTo IeApLIN IOCTYIIOK — OTHATh MHe IIJalll — ToXKe T'OBOPUT
cam 3a cebs1. HeT, TyT HY2KHO, CKOpee, pafiloBaThCsI, YTO B 9TOM ABOPIIE HAIIJIaCh XOTh OOWH 3HAKOMBIHN
4eJIoBeK, [la ellle U IPUSTHHIN Tebe...

— Tax BHI IeHCTBUTENBLHO IIPETEHAyETE Ha POk MiMIepaTpullbl? — MeXOy TeM 3afa Kaiin ouepeqHou
BOIIPOC, Ha MOU B3TJISII BeCbMa NPOBOKAIIMOHHEBIH.

— WHave 4TOOH g TYT Oenana? — OTBETUJIA €My KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOMHEM.

— I elCcTBUTEJIBHO... — KaK-TO IIedajabHo yIbIOHyIcsa Kain., — U 4To Ke BaMu OBUXKET: JKeJlaHUe BJIacTU?
BorarcTtea? Wnu, moxeT... HageeTech Ha M1000Bb ¢ UMIIepaTopoM?

— CrnumkoM IpsiMbie BOITPOCH], BAM He KaXKeTCs? — BBICKA3ajia sl BO3MyIeHue. — [laxe, B KaKOU-TO Mepe,
ockopbutenbHBle. U 51 He cobupalock oTBedaTh Ha HuX. Ha u untu nopa. He xBaTasno, 9ToOb HAC 3acTanu
3[eCh BMECTE. Y MEHS U TaK M3-3a MOETO IIOJIYKPOBHOT'O IIPOMCXOXKIEHUS PENyTallUus He 0YeHb, a I10CJe
TAKOTO ¥ BOBCE MOT'YT BHICTABUTh U3 ABOPIIA, TOCYMUTAB 3a YTO-TO HEIIPUJINYHOE, — ST HAalPaBUJIaCh K
nBepu, HO Kaiin ocTaHOBUII MeHs, B3SB 3a PYKY.

— IIpoctute. He xoTen Bac 06upmeTs, — MATKO CKa3all OH, a II0CJIe CHejiajl OIleIoMIIsIoNlee IpU3HaHue: —
ITpocTo BHI MHE IIOHPABUJIUCH, OYEHb, C IIEPBOTO0 XKe B3TJIsAna. A Ballle ITOSBIEHUE 30eCh CTAJIO AJI MeHS
IIOJTHOY HEOXKMIOAHHOCTHIO. M, 4TO TOBOPUTH, IOCTYyKUJIO KPaxoM BCeX MOUX HafeXn. Teneph BBl — OOHA
u3 HeBecT MMmiepaTopa, U y MeHs1 60JIbllle HeT HUKaKUX II1aHCOB 3aBOeBaTh Ballle cepalle. Ho s He Oyny
BaM MellaTh, yBeps0. M HU YyeM He 3amnsgTHaIO Ballly 4eCTh. [IpOCTO IO3BOIBTE MHOTA BCTPEUYaThCS C
BaMu M 0OMeHUBAThCS ciioBamu. Eciu ke BaM mOHamoOUTCS MOANEPKKA, S BCerga NPUAY Ha ITOMOIIIb.
ITpocTto 3HauTe 3TO U BCe, — U Kailjl OTIIyCTUJI MOIO PYKY. — A Telepb OeUCTBUTEIbHO UAUTE. XOTH... — OH
TOZXKe [IBUHYJICS K OBepu. — [laBaliTe IepBEIM BHIMAY 51, TPOBEPIO OOCTAHOBKY. BHI BEIXOAWUTE 32 MHOM...

B CcBOI0O KOMHATY BepHYy/Iach 0€3 IPUKIIOUYEHHUH, a BOT B MBIC/ISIX M AyIlle TPOUCXOIUII TTOJTHEIH pa3bpo;-
maTtanue. Cnosa Katina B30ymopakuiiu cephalle U 3aCTaBalu TOCKOBaTh. A Beb IIPU APYTHUX
00CTOSITENIbCTBAX 51 OBl MOTJIA U yBIeYbcs UM. OH OYeHb IPUBJIEKATEIbHEIN MyKUYHHA, U YIIEIOKA, Telasi,
mackoBas... C TakuM, HaBepHOe, OYeHb VIOTHO U 6e3omacHo. Hy mouemy Bce Tak?.. Ilouemy?..

Moe MHHOPHO-POMaHTHUYHOE HacTpoeHue pa3Besin KpacaBuuK, SBHUBIINCE COBCEM CKOPO. Temeps s
pajioBajack ero BO3BPAIEHHUIO, Ha BpeMsi 3a0bIB 0 BCEX CBOUX TEP3aHUSIX.

[Tepern yKWUHOM MHE yOajoCh IIOCETUTD KyIlajabHIO. [0 3TOTO 5 KAaK MOXKHO KaTerOpUYHelN coobuiia
CITy2KaHKaM:

— Bo BpeMst IpUHSATHS BaHHEI HUKTO ¥ HU IIPY KaKKUX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX HE JOJI2KEeH 3aXOOUTh KO MHe. 4
MIPEeINoYnTalo iejlaTh 3TO B IIOTHOM OOMHOYECTBe. IToMoraTh pa3fieBaThCsI-BHITUPATHCSI-00eBaThCSA B
BaHHOW TOXe He HyxkHO0. CIIpaBJIOCh caMa. DTO IIPABUIIO JOJIKHEL BEIITOIHSTh BBl 00€, a TaKXKe CIeOUTh 3a
TeM, YTOOBI HM OfHA AyIla He 3arjsHyja B KyIIaabHIO, ITI0Ka s TaM. [la, BAaHHY s IPUHUMAI0 YTPOM U
BedgepoM. { MOHATHO 00BsICcHUIA?

— [Ila, rocnioxka, — Ipucenu B IOKJII0He Mapu u Kpuc.
— Cnacu60, — KUBHYyJIa B OTBET.

KomaHpmoBaTh ¥ MPHUKaA3bIBaTh OBIIO BEChMAa HEMIPUBLIYHO [JII MEHSI, 1a ¥ He B MOEeM XapaKTepe, I03TOMY,
BBICKA3aB BCe 3TO, YyBCTBOBaJja cebs1 HECKOILKO HeynoOHo. OTYero U NomeITanach H0ObICTPEEe CKPEITHCS B
TOM camol KynanbHe. Ha BCsIKuil Cciydai moAmepa ABePh CTOSIIUM TaM XKe IIy(GUKOM U TOJIBKO ITOTOM
[IOrpy3usiach B BOLY.

[TpukprUIa T1a3a, MEITAsICh HACTPOUTHCS Ha JIuHanb. U 0OHapyXkwuia Ty He AoMa, a... Kade? Pectopau? U
YTO caMoe IIOKUPYIOIIee, HAIPOTUB HEE CHUOE MOM OBIBIIIHI!

— Ou! — Bcyx BO3MyTHIACh 1. — THI 4TO 3TO Aejlaelllb C HUM?
«0O, mpuBeT, — 0TO3Bajiach Becesio JImH3Ib. — [[aBHO He CIbIIanuchk. Hy Kak THl TaM, BO ABOpIE?»

«HeT yX, cuepBa Thl MHE O0BSICHH, TOE THI ¥ UTO OeJlaelllb C MOMM OBIBIIIMM HapHEM?» — BO MHE BCe
IIPOIOJIKAJIO KIIOKOTATh OT HETOOOBAHMSI.



«YxuHaeM, pa3roBapuBaeM. OH 0YeHb MUJIBIM, KCTAaTU», — S 3aMeTHIa, KakK OHa IOOHSJIach U Kya-To
HalpaBuUJIacCk.

«OTKyma OH B3sJICSI?» — He OTCTaBaja .

«[Ipuuren Ha paboTy, U3BMHSAJICSA 3a YTO-TO. 51 TaK U He MOHSJIA 3a YTO, — XUXUKHYJA NpuHIiecca. OHa
3alia B TyalnerT, I'Ie KakK pa3 HUKOIr'o He OBIJI0. — A [TOTOM IIPUTJIaCUJl IOYKMHATh. Y BaC TOIIOBEIE
TaBepPHEL! »

TomoBrie? U rOe 3TO OHa yxKe HOHaﬁpaJ’[aCb Halero CJjeHra, na eie u HOJIpOCTKOBOl"O?

«3JTO pecTopaH, a He TaBepHa, — Ionpasuia 1. — M He yxonu ot pa3rosopa! 3adyeM THI C HUM Houuia?
Hemennenno npekpaimai obmaTtscs ¢ HuM! OH KeHaT, noHuMaems? OH OPOCHUI MeHS U3-3a OPyrou!»

«O#, ma nagHo Tebe! Bce HOpMyib. Mur mpocTo mo6ontaeM. Ternmeps maBai TH pacCcKa3biBa. Kak Tam
HUYTOXKHBINM PyOMHOBLIM KOPOIUIIIKA ITOXKHUBAET? YKe YOaloCh €My I'JIa3KU ITOCTPOUTH?»

«Kopors ertie He Bumena. 'oBopsiT, oH 6ojieeT», — OTBETHJIA, ITapajieIbHO qyMas o Ilaire, 3a4eM-To
BHOBb IOSIBUBIIIETOCS B MO€EM XXKM3HU. BepHee, B MaHHBEIM MOMEHT B XKU3HU JIMHSIL.

«H 4uTo TaM ¢ HUM? [HOMHUK Ha CUATEJIbHOM 3agHUIE BEICKOYMII?» — MPHUHIIECCA 3aJIMBUCTO 3aX0XoTala.
«He B Kypce, — 0TO3BajIaCh pa3fgpaxkeHHO. — Ero TeTka cka3aja, 4YTO HUYEro CTPAIlIHOTO».

«0, ¢ TeTKOH yKe II03HaKOMUIUCh, — JINHOMIb MIPHUHANACh IPUXOPALINBATLCS ¥ 3epKaja. A ryOrl-To KaK
HaMa3zasna! {d HuKorpga Tak SpKo He Kpacumnack! — Cribllllajsia, OHa IPSAM TPSCETCS Ha CBOUM IIJIEMSIIKOM.
PacTtuna ero, kak MaTh IOMepJia, a camMa 6e3geTHasi, XOTb U 3aMyKeM».

«A 4TO THI CKaxeIrb o0 ['patic, mpuHilecce Camnduporo Ob6nmaka?» — IIOMHTEPECOBAIaCh .

«Ona ToKe TaM? BrICOKOMepHas 3aHyda — BOT KaK IOBOPAT Ipo Hee. Ho KOHKypeHIIMIO cocTaBUT. U
OEePKUCH OT Hee IOoAasbIIIe».

Yro-To momobHOe 5 U IIpefdroarana...

«A Tauipa Konnuu u3 Yeproro Onana?»

«A 3T0 KT0? OHa He U3 NPAMEIX HaCJIEOGHUKOB?»

«Kakasi-To BHy4aTas IJIeMsSHHUIA KOPOIEBHI».

«A, Hy Torma He 3Ha10. Ho ¢ aTumu OpumaMu Hy2KHO TO2Ke OBITH BCETHa HauyeKy. 3MeH eCTb 3MeH...»

B cnenyrortyro MUHYTY B TyaJleT 3allia IPyIIIKa NIYMHBIX faMo4dekK, ¥ JIMHAIIh BEIHYKOeHa Oblia
PEeTHUPOBATHCH.

<<By,11b OCTOpO}KHeﬂ c ITamei», — ycieia 6pOCI/ITb el rociegHee IIpenynpexuneHnue o OLIBIIIEM, CaMa Ke
TO3KEe ITOCTEMNINIa BEIMTH U3 BOJIHI. CKOpO YXKHWH, HE XO0T€eJIOCh OBl OIA3[LIBATE...

BeuepHI0I0 Tpame3y Ha 3TOT pa3 HAKPHUIM B OOMIBIION CTOIOBOM Ha nepBoM aTaxke. Kommanus tetu Ero
BemnmuuecTBa He oXkuaanack, I03TOMY HEBECTHL BRITJISIAeNN Oojee pacciaabieHHBIMU U YBEDEHHBIMU.
Brauase 06MeHMBaINCh HUYETO He 3HAYAIIUMu (ppa3amMu: o Ipupoae, noroxge... IloToM pa3roBop Bce-Taku
CBEPHYJI K BOJIHYIOIIEN Bcex TeMe — Pyb6muoBomy Koposo. M BOT TyT, Kak-TO HEOKUOAHHO, B LIEHTPE
BHUMAaHMS OKa3aslach BCe Ta xkKe Muliesns.

— A 9TO mpaBma, YTO TH y2Ke JaBHO 3HakKoMa ¢ Ero BemuyecTBoM? — 6€3 0OMHSKOB BHE3AIIHO CIIPOCHUIIA Y
Hee [TopoTu.

Ta BHaugase 3aMsach, a IIOTOM BhIAa, IIOTYIIUB I'Jla3a:

— Ha. 4 3Haio AnneHa nno4utu ¢ getcTtBa. Ero BenmuectBo Ockap cuuTan MOEro oTiia CBOuM gpyroM... OH
make IOJapuil eMy IIOMeCcThe Ha mobepexkbe HeJaneKo OT CBOe pe3uaeHuny B buatpe.

— O, THI maxXe [0 UMEHU ero Ha3bIBaelllb... — C 3aBUCTHLIO IPOTAHYIa TpoTUBHAaA JIuaga. — He cnumkom
nu? Wnu mokas3biBaellb 3TUM CBOIO 3HAYMMOCTL?

Muitens TyT 2Ke ITIOKpacHela 1 codpayach OTBETUTh, HO B €e CTOPOHY y2Ke MOoJIeTesl HOBBLIM BOIIPOC, Ha
9TOT pa3 oT caMoi CarndupoBoi TPUHITECCHI.

— Taxk 4TO BCe-TaKu CIYy4YMUIIOCH C PyGuHOBEIM KoponemM? — CIIpocuiia OHa, CBepIs repiorutio Tapm
XOJIOMHBIM BITACTHHIM B3TJISIOOM. — UTO ¥ HEro 3a 60ne3ub? M He oTpuIlail, THl 3HAEIb.

— OTKyqna BHL...? — Ta COBCEM pacTepsiach.



— 3Halw, — Ta HaAMEHHO YCMeXHYyach, — Y MEHS eCThb CBOM MCTOYHUKMU... f gaxe CibllIana, 4YTO 3TO THI
Obl;Ia B MOMEHT, KaK OH 3aHeMor. U Bpoje Kak maXxe MoOMOrjia eMy, 4yTh JIM JKU3Hb He cracia. TolmbKo oT
yero? YTo ¢ HUM CIIy4HMJIOCh Ha Oepery Mops, re CTOUT Ballle moMecTbe?.. 'oBopu, MenaHu Bce paBHO
37ech HeT.

Ha Gepery mops?.. Cacia?.. MeHst OyOTO yOapuiau MOJ ABX. BHYTpU BCe ITEPEBEPHYJIIOCH, @ KOHYUKHU
nanblieB noxosonenu. Bce cxomutcs. Tak BOT, KTO OBUI TOT He3HaKoMell... BoT Koro cracia 4.

Camoro Py6unosoro Kopossi...
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— AnmneH, MUIBIH, KaK TEI? — COYYBCTBEHHEIU I'0OJIOC BOLIEAIeN TETYIIKU 3acTaBuil UMnepartopa
HEJIOBOJIbHO ITOMOPIIUTHCSI, 6J1aro, OH CTOSIJI K HEM COWHOM, M Ta He BUIeJIa ero JIuiia.

— Bce B mopsagke, MejiaHu, MHe y2Ke HAMHOTO JTy4Ille, — POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM OTO3BAJICs AJIJIEH,
IIOBOPAYMBasCh.

— Bce paBHo... Ts Tako# GyIegHEBIN... — OHa MTOoJoIIa 6IMKe U 3axX0TeJla IMOTJIaAUTh €ro0 II0 IeKe, HO
AnneH oTmaTHYJCSA. — YTO FOBOPUT JIeKaphb?

— T'oBopuT, uTO CKOpO Oymy 3mopoB, — MMmepaTop Bce Ke He caepzKall pa3gpaxeHus. — U mpekpaTu Tak
BOJIHOBATHCH...

— 41 Bcerma Oymy BOJTHOBATHCS O Tebe, MUIIBIN, — MeaHu JacKOBO yILIOHYIach, — THI XK€ 3Haelllb. A Kak
TBOSI IPaKOHBbA UIIOCTach? ToxkKe ellle He BepHYy/Iach?

AnneH oTpUIlaTEIFPHO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM U cXKaJl 3yOrl: 3Ta TeMa Oblia OJist Hero oco6eHHO O0Jie3HEeHHa.
[ToaTOMY OH IIOCIEUINI €€ CMEHUTD:

— YTo TaM c HeBecTaMu? YTo cKaxKellb 0 HUX?

— Tebe 3TO meNCTBUTEIHHO JTIOOOMBITHO? — yCMexHyJlach Memanu. OHa CIUIITKOM XOPOIIO 3Hajla
MIeMSTHHUKA, YTOOHI IIOBEPUTD B €T0 UCKPEHHUH UHTEPeC.

— A y MeHs eCTh BEIOOP? — AJIJIEH TOXKE YIIBIOHYJICS.

— OHU XKaxayT TebsT BUOeTh, — TETs II0XJIoIajla ero Io miedy. — MHTepecoBaIuCh TBOUM 30OPOBBEM.
— KT0? — BCcnonommuncsa UMmneparop. — OTKypma y3Hanu?

— IToxoxe, 3HaeT Tonbko Ee BricoyecTBo I'patic YabcTep. Hy u TBosg Mutiens... YTo HEYAMBUTEJIBHO.
— Ona He M0s1, — 0€337100HO0 OT'PLI3HYJICA AJIJIEH U ITPOIOJIKUII 00ECIIOKOEHHO: — Y30CTepH B Kypce?

— IToxoke, OHM 3HAIOT JIUIIIL O HEKOM TBOEM HEIOMOTAHUU, a HE eT0 TAXKECTHU U TeM Oojiee IPUYNHE, —
oTo3Bajlachk MenaHu, Me[JIeHHO IpoXaXkKUBasiCh 110 KOMHaTe. — [lyMalo, IIoKa HeT IPUYMH [JIT BOJTHEHUS.
ThI Ke 3Haem b, Kak Canduposeiii KOpons u ero ceMencTBO M00SAT COJIETHHU. [ Ie-TO YTO-TO AOIIIO A0 HUX,
HO CyTU OHM He yJnoBunu. [Ja u 605TCs 1e3Th ajeKo, pa3 feyo KacaeTcs Tebs. TeM He MeHee... XOPOIIIO
Ob110 OBI, ecyiu OBI THI TPEACTA Iepes HeBeCTaMu B camMoe OuxKaiiiee BpeMs, Habbl 3aryOUTh Ha KOPHIO
BCE TOMBICJIBI. XOTS OBbI BRIMAM Ha MUHYTKY Ha 0ajIKOH, ITIOMAIIl UM PYKOM HJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE...
Y1006 OHU 3HAH, YTO C TOOOI BCE XOPOIIIO.

— JlagHO, — AJJIeH HEXOTsS KUBHYJ. — Tak u cHmealo 3aBTpa.
— A 6an? Tsl BeOb He 3a0b11 0 HEM? TaM-TO TH Y2K TOYHO [OJI2KEH MPUCYTCTBOBATh.
— 4 momHI0, MesnaHu, IOMHIO.

— CHpaBI/IH.IbCH? — TOH T€THU BHOBB CTaJl COCTpagaTEeJIbHbEIM. — Bens IIpuageTcs BeChb Be4ep OBITH Ha
HOraxX...

— o Gamna etie Tpu OHsS. K ToMy BpeMeHU 5 yKe Oyoy B ITOJTHOM TOPSIKe, — AJIJIeH IIOCMOTPEI Ha Hee C
VIIPEKOM.

— Xopoiro, — ¢ yneIOKo# B3moxHyna Menauu. — Torma ere oguH Boumpoc. Te mogyMal, KakKuM o00pa3oM
XOTesn OBl UCIIBITATh AeBYIIEK? ¥ TeOs1 eCTh KaKue-To IoxKenaHusa? Moeu?

— HeTt, — oTBeTun oH 4yectHo. — [loKa HeT...

TeTyika moHMMAalOIe KUBHYIIA.

— Torpma, ecnu TH JOBepsielllb MHE, IEPBOE UCHBEITaHNUE ITPOBeNy si. Y MeHS IPOCTO eCTh KOe-KaKue MBICIIH.
— Koneuno, Memn, o yeM peub? 5 Tebe goBepsito maxe O6ombie ueM cebe, — 3aBepUI ee AJIJIEH.

— U T5I GBI C yIOBOJILCTBHEM II€PEIOKUII 3TO OpeMs Ha MeHs, Tak Beb? — 3acMessach MenaHu. — f-To
MOTy BEIOpaTh Oymyiiyio MIMmepaTpuily Ha CBOHM BKYC, BOT TOJIBKO XKUThb C HEl BCe PaBHO IpuneTcs Tebe.

AnsneH BHa4ane HeOJIO6pI/ITeJ'IbHO IIPUIIEJIKHYJI A3bIKOM, HO IIOCJIe CaM 3aCMesAJICs.

— YT0 X, THl HAKOHEII-TO II0Becesiesl, — MeJlaHu IIPOoaoIXKara yae0aThCs. — 3HAYUT, T MOTY Te6s



OCTaBUThH CO CIIOKOMHLIM cepaueM. Ho 3aBTpa, KaK JOTOBOPUIIMCH, IOKaXKEMIbCS IIepeq HeBeCTaMU, — OHa
IPUNOJHSATA yKa3aTeJlbHbIY ITanel. A IOTOM IIocnana AJJIeHy BO3LYIIHLIN ITonenyi: — Bce, Mumneli, g
yiijia, OTABIXall, — U BCKOpPEe CKPhIJIaCh 3a ABEPSIMHU.

ArnneH BepHYJICS K OKHY, COOMPAasiCh ero OTKPHITh, YTOOB! BIYCTUTh B KOMHATY BEYEPHIOIO ITPOXIany, HO
BOPYT 3aMeTUJI B rTyOuHE mapkKa 3HaKOMYyI0 Gurypky. Muiienb. M 94TO OHa Tak MO3QHO AelaeTe omHa?
TonpKO He TOBOPUTE... AJIJIEH 3aKaTUJI I'1a3a ¥ NPOTSIKHO BHIDOXHYI. HeT, HeyXKenu oHa HIIEeT C HUM
BcTpeun? Bor rnynasa meB4oHka! M Ha 4TO HapmeeTcs?

Be3ycnoBHO, AJJIEH XOPOIIIO0 OTHOCHUJICS K Mulllenb, faxke ¢ HEKUM TpemneToM U 3a060Toi. OH ITIOMHUI ee

erfe peOeHKOM, MaJeHbKOM MEeBYYIITKON C BLICOKMMHU XBOCTUKAMHU U B KPY2KEBHOM TJIaThulle. BO3MOXKHO,
UMEHHO II03TOMY U He BUeJI B Hell XKeHIINHY, TUIIb Apyra, a TO ¥ BOBCE MJIafUIyI0 CECTPY. BOT TONIbBKO

Muinens 9TOro He IIoOHUMAlIa.

ArnneH He CTaJl OTKPHIBATHL OKHO. Hao6GopoT, elre ¥ pe3Ko 3a[BUHYII IITOPEL. BoT Tak-To nyuire. He cTout
maBaTh MUIIEIb JaxkKe MajeHIllero moBoaa 1 HaaeXK k...

«3T10 6111 PyOuHOBEIHM KOpomb», — MBICITB, C KOTOPOM S MPOCHYIACh HACTYIUBIINM yTPOM. Bripouem,
HaKaHYyHe 3achilaja c Hel xke. M Kaxk Ol pa3 MeHsI KUOanao B Kap, a MOCe IMTOKPHIBAJIO XOJIOOHEIM IIOTOM.
Kak? Kak morjio Tak coBmacth? [Touemy oH? [Touemy 310 Obina s? IlpaBa JIMH3IE, HE CJIEOBAJIO ETO
crmacarh, MyCTh OBI 3TO CHOesiajl KTO-To apyroi. Hanmpumep, Murnens.

«Wnu ycTh OBl OH YTOHYJI», — €XUIHO Ho0aBUJI BHYTPEHHUN I'0JI0C.

Her, HeT, s He MoOrJia He CIIAaCTH eT0, IPoJoJIkKaJja CIIOPUThL caMa ¢ coboii. Kakoll HOpMabHEIN YesloBeK
BOT TaK C JIETKOCTHIO IOIIYCTUT, YTOOHI MOTUO OPYTOMH, [Ia ellle U Ha ero riasax?.. He okaxeT nepByoo
nomoms? He coenaet uckyc... O, Het! { 3acToHanma ¥ yTKHYJIaCh JUIIOM B IOOYIIKY. {1 memnmana
HCKYCCTBeHHOe ObixaHre camomy PyburHoBoMmy Kopomio! ITpukacanacs rybamu K ero rybam! 1 kak nocie
9TOT0 MHE CMOTpPeTh Ha Hero? Kak pa3roBapuBaTh? A BOPYT OH 4YTO-TO IOMHUT? Beob OTKpHIBaJ XKe ria3a!l
OTtkpriBasn! Bot Xke 3acapa...

Taxk, ctom, AnvHa, OTCTaBUTh aHUKY! 1 BoBce He QakT, YTO OH UTO-TO HOMHUT. JII0OOU B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU
BOOOIIIEe MJIOX0 cooOpaxKaiT. A BOPyT 3TO BooOIIe ObIT He OH? Majo 111, MOXKeT, OB ellle KTO-TO, KOT'0
cracia Mumenb? BepHee, Koponst oHa criacia B gpyroi pa3? KoneuHo, cnaboe yTelieHue U 3By4UT MTOYTH
HempaBpmonono6Ho... Ho BOpyT cyasba cxkamuTcs Hago MHOM?.. Ho, Kak ObI TO HU OBIJIO, IPU JTI060M
packiaje Jydllle fefjlaTh BUI, YTO TaM MeHs He Obut0. Eciu aTo u Ovln meiicTBuTennbHO Kopos, mycTh
OyMaeT, YTO eMy BCe IPUBUJENIOCh. A crlaciia ero Muimesb, 3TO XKe 04YeBUAHO. Tak rOBOPSAT BCe, IIO3TOMY 5
ToXe Oyoy MPUOepKUBATLCSA 3TOM imHMHU. [la, Tak u Oyny menaTth. YyTh 9TO — BCE OTPUIIAThH.

OcTanoch TOIBKO YTOBOPUTH MOIO IIAaMATH HE IIOACOBBIBATh MHE ITIOCTOSIHHO KaPTUHKU TOT'O OHS, HE
3aCTaBJIATb ME€HSA BHOBb TOHYTH B TEMHOU 663J1He €ero riaas...

YT1po BHIIAnock CyMOypHEIM. MHE BHOBb He [ally IPa3THO HOBAISTHCS B MOCTENH, IPUIIIOCEH CIIEIIHO
cobMpaThCs Ha 3aBTPaK, [IOCJIe KOTOPOro Obljia 3alaHUpOoBaHa IPOryiKa ¢ pe-ceHTod Menauu ['siiic. Ho
s1 BCe Ke yCIielia OKyHYThCSI B BAaHHOM ¥ TIOANIUTATh CBOIO PYyCaJIoUbio CYIITHOCTD, U laXke He 3a0bila
HAHECTH Ha KOXKY 3aBETHHIM 3JIMKCUP. JIETKOe KPeMOBOe IIJIaThe B PO30BHIM LIBETOYEK, CBETIIEIe Ty(IIu Ha
HEBBICOKOM KabJIyKe, IIapy yYKpallleHu#, ToJapeHHbX Bce Toh ke Knapucc ®umxK, — U s TOTOBA BHOBb
BCTPETUTLCS JIUIIOM K JIMIY C [EeBSATHI0O KOHKYPEeHTKaMy Ha PyOMHOBEIM IpecToll. B rapmepobe oTEHICKAIach
maXke CUMIATHUYHAs IISIKa, a TaK¥XKe KPYyKEeBHOUM 30HTHK OT CoJHIla. [ToclnemHui akceccyap oKasascs
0CoOeHHO KCTaTH, Bedb Cyas 1Mo 6e300J1auHOl cuHeBe Heba, 3HOM He coOMpPasICs caaBaTh MO3UIUH U
CeromHs.

3aBTpakK MPOoIIesT B OTHOCUTEIEHOM CIIOKOWCTBUH M MUPE: BCE CTAPauCh IMOOBICTPEe TOKOHYUTD C MI0H,
4TOOHI IIEPBEIMU OYYTUTLCS B MECTe, THe XKaana Hac Menanu. IToxoxke, BCe yKe yCIeNnu coo0pa3uTh, 9YTO
HWmmepaTop MPUCTYIIUBAETCS K MHEHUIO CBOEH TETH, ITI09TOMY CTapailuch BCeMU criocobamMu oOpaTUTh Ha
cebs ee BHUMaHue. [axe npuHIlecca I'palic HECKOJIBKO 0KHUBUJIACh U YYTOK pacTepsijia CBOeH
HaJIMeHHOCTH, fa u Opup Tailipa BHIT/IsSOesia CeTOHs He TaK MPAayYyHO: YePHBIH IIBET B €€ OfleKIe CMEHUJICS
JINJIOBBIM.

— IoGpoe yTpo, CEeHTH, — BCTPeTUIIa Hac HeM3MeHHOoM yneiO0Koli Menanu. — Hameloch, BB XOPOIIIO
OTHOOXHYJIM 3TOU HOYBIO ¥ T'OTOBHI K HAIllel IIPOTYJIKeE.

— [la, pe-ceHTa, — IPOTSAHYJI HECTPOWHEIN XOP I'OJIOCOB B OTBET, HA YTO OHA [OBOJIbHA KUBHYJIA U JKECTOM
IIpUrjacuia BCeX CemoBaTh 3a COOOM.

— Ilomnararo, ¥102KHO€e KPEIJIO ABOPIIAa BB YK€ YCIIeJIX HEMHOT'0 U3y4YUTh, — I'OBOpPUIa MejaHu 10 IyTU. —
OHO cunTaeTcs rocTeBsIM. M3 ero OKOH OTKPHIBAETCS BU[ Ha HAIl MPEKPACHBIM MTapK, pa3ObuTHIM ITOJITOPH
COTHHU JIeT Ha3ap elle 110 ykaly beprona II, mepa HeiHelrHero Mmnepartopa. B HeM coOpaHHBl pacTeHus,
mepeBbsi U LBETHI CO Bcero ['apinees. ECTe maxe aMOpPTEeU — MOPCKUE LIBETH], IPOU3pacTalolye Ha



TeppuTopuu KopomeBcTBa 2KeMuyKHBIX BOTH, — IIpU YIIOMUHAHUK MOET0 «POJHOTO AoMa», I HEBOJILHO
HaIpsTriach, HO pe-CeHTa IMPOOOJIZKHUIIa CBOM PacCKa3 B MHOM Pyciie: — B 10KHO¥M 9aCTH OBOPIa OOLIYHO
pacronaramlT 0C000 BaXKHBIX U JOPOTUX TOCTEM. ITO KPBIJIO, B OTJIMYME OT OPYTHUX, UMEET OTHOEJIbHLIN BXOM
¥ He COEMIUHSIETCS C OCTAJIbHLIM JBOPIIOM BHYTPEHHUMH MepexXxofaMu. 3aTO OT HET'O CaMbIi OJIM3KUI ITyTh K
3amagHOMY KPBIITY, Tlie IIPOXUBAET caM MMIiepaTop ¥, BO3MOXKHO, B CKOPOM BpeMeHHU, OyOeT IIPOKKUBaTh
OofHa u3 Bac... [laBaliTe 0CTaHOBHUMCS 3[IeCh HEHAMONT0 U IMonpuBeTcTByeM Ero BenudyecTBo, KOTOPHIH
pafu KOPOTKOM BCTPEUH C BaMHU PEIIUJI OTOPBATLCS OT CBOUX BaXKHEIX Hell...

MenaHu B3MaxHyJla PyKo#, IOKa3kIBasa Kyoa-ToO BBePX. 4, BCIex 3a OCTaJIbHBIMU [IeBYyIIIKaMU, ITOgHSJIA
rina3a. M B TOT 2Ke MUT cepflle Yo B IATKH. Ha 6anKoHe BTOPOT0 3Taxa B YEPHOM, HATIyX0
3aCTErHyTOM Kam30Jjie, CTosin PyGuHoBEIEM Kopomb. Y B 9TOT MUT OTIIANIU MOCJIEIHUE COMHEHUSI.

Ia, TeIlepPhb 4 TOYHO y3Halla €ro.

HeBecTEl, CI0BHO 11O KOMaH/e, IPUCEIN B PeBepaHce, HU3KO CKJIOHUB IOJIOBY. 51 mocmemmwia coenaTh TO
XKe, 3aKMYPUBIINCH U MOJIsT Hebeca, YTOOB KOPOJIb MEHS He y3Hall.

— ITo6poe yTpo, CeHTH, — S HAaKOHEI] YCITBIIIaia ero ToI0C: HU3KUH, C JIETKOW XPUTIOTILION.
3aBopaxkuBawIMii. — Pag BCTpedu C BaMHU.

[To-BupmMOMY, OH CHeJiajl KaKON-TO 3HAK, IOCKOJIbKY HEBYIIIKHA PE3KO BHIIPSIMUINUCH U IPUHSIIINCH
XKeMaHHO 06OMaxuBaThCS BeepaMu. 4 JKe, CIBUHYB BIIEpE 30HTHK, YTOOH €ro TEeHb Mafasa Ha JIUIIO,
IIMBITHYJIA 3@ CIIMHBEI HEBECT, @ MOCJIE — 3a MHIIIHBIN UBETYIIUHM KYCT, YTO KaK pa3 poC COBCEM DPSIIOM, U
3aramusnachk, 00sCh B3OOXHYTh. 4 ITOHMMAIA, YTO 9TO JIUITL BpeMeHHOe CIlaceHre, U BCcTpeyda C
HNmnepaTopoM HendbekHa, HO celyac, B 9Ty MUHYTY, He Obljla TOTOBA K HEH.

— HpOH_Iy IIPOIIIeHnsA, 4YTO OO0 CHUX IIOP He ITPpUIIEe]I IIOBUOaThbCAd C BaMH, — I'OBOPHIJI Ero BenuuecTBo
manbine. — Ho, mymaro, BIIepenn y Hac ele MHOTO BpeMeHH IJist o6menusi. CKopo cOCTOUTCS PyOMHOBEIM
0aJI, ¥ Ha HEM sI HETIPEMEHHO yeIl0 BHUMaHue KaXIo! 13 Bac.

Bar... YeprT, 3a6s1a!l Emie u 9T0... TaM y2K TOYHO IPUAETCS IIPEOCTATh IIepen HUM... M Kak MHe
BEIKDYTUTHCS U3 STOT'0 IIEKOTJINBOI0 IIOJIOXKEHUA?..

Me>K,11y TeM Ero BenudyecTBo IIOIIPOIIAJICA U IIOKUHYII 6aJ'IKOH, s 2Ke HUKaK He MOTJia BBIUTH U3 CBOETO
YKPEITHUSA: HOTHU OT II€PEKUTOTO BOJTHEHUSA MEJIKO APO2KaJlk, He XKeJlasd OejaTh U 1IIary.

— Tei 9ero Tam cTouIlb? — JIOPOTH HEOXKHUIAHHO OKa3allaCch PSIAOM, 3aKphIBasi MEHS CBOEM MaCCHUBHOM
¢urypoit ot comHuna.

— Ila BOT, B TEHEYKeE YKPHITIAch. YTO-TO rOJIoBa OT Kaphl 3aKPyKKUIach, — COBpasa eH si, MbICJIEHHO XKe
IPUKPUKHYJIA Ha cebs1, 3acTaBnsas cobpaTtscsi. — Ho MHe yxe nydie...

— TTouutu 6BICTPEE, @ TO OTCTaHEM, — IIOTOPOIIMJIA OHAa, ITOKA3LIBasi Ha HEBECT, IIBETHOM CTAWKOMH
YOAISIONIUXCS OT Hac.

— Ia, umem, — st Bce-Taku B3siy1a cebsi B pyKu U nocnernuiia 3a rpadpunen [leput.

Kommauuio conepHuIl HarHama 6BICTPO U MPHUCTPouUsack c3aau. Cyns 1Mo TOMYy, YTO HU OfHA U3 HUX AaxKe
He 00epHYJICS, MOETO UCUEe3HOBEHUS 0O0JIbIlle HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI. [la U Ile UM 3aMeTHUTb, eCJIH BCe, BCe MO
eOUHOM OBIJTN MOTPYKEeHH B MBEICTH 00 MMmepaTope? DTo OBLIO SBCTBEHHO BUAHO O UX IIILIBYIIIAM
B3TJISIOaM ¥ IIOPO30BEBINNM IlleKaM. HaBepHOe, U s BREITJISAOENa He IydIlle, JIUIO YK TOYHO IThIIAJIo, a rjla3a
BBLIZlaBa/I BHYTPEHHEE BOJHEHUE. A ellle 5 mo¥Marsa ce6si Ha MBICJIM, YTO 3aBUAYIO UM. 3aBUAYIO, YTO OHU
CMOTJIM PaCCMOTPETH KOPOJis, a s HeT. He 3Ha0, OTKy[a BO3HUKIIO ITONOOHOE coKajeHue, HO cepalle
pa3ovyapoBaHHO CXKUMAJIOCh, CTOUJIO MHE 00 3TOM ImoayMaTh. Eile u Ou3HAIKU-Teprioruau ®roim,
UAOyIIHe MPSMO IIepeqo MHOM, TPOMKO IIYIITyKaauch 06 MiMmepaTope, YeM BHI3BIBAIN TPUCTYIIHI
HENOHSITHOTO pa3fgpaxkeHus. A BoT Muinens mpebriBajia MoYeMy-TO B Iedasnu. 1 maxe ycmena 3aMeTUTh
OJIECHYBIIIME Ha €€ Tja3ax Cle3bl, KOTOphIe, IpaBma, oHa OBICTPO CMaxHYyJIa, COelaB BUM, YTO yOupaeT
TOTIaBIIYIO COPUHKY.

— BoT MBI ¥ TOOOLLIN K CEBEPHOMY KPBIITY, — TEM BpeMeHeM NpousHecsaa MejaHu, OCTaHaBIUBasACh. —
OTa YacTb HeXUJiasi, eCliid He CYUTATh ITOKOEB KadHadesl ¥ OXpaHbl. 3aTO 3[eCh HAaXOOUTCS
HNMmnepaTopckasi Ka3Ha ¥ COKPOBHUIIHHUIA. B Ka3Hy, MBI, KOHEYHO, HE IIONIOEM, — pPe-CeHTa YCMEeXHyIachk. —
Kaxk u B rimaBHYy10 cokpoBuInHuUIly. Ho B ogHO u3 nomelenuii Ero BennuecTBo Bce Ke OTKPHII HaM JOCTYII.
CnenyiiTe 3a MHOM, CEHTHI...

BHyTpu 3TOTO KpHIsa OBII0 HOBOJIPHO MPAaYHO: HUKAKOT0 3aTEMINBOI0 IeKopa U SpKuX meTanei. Bce
CTpOro, CKyIIO, coepxKaHHO. CIomHble cepo-0eble CTeHE!, IojIble KaMeHHbIe 0TI, OKHA, IPUKPHITEIE
TJIOTHBIMU 3aHaBeCcKaMu. M rBapAeiiisl, MHOTO TBapaeuIies.

— IIpomy cropa...



ITepen HaM¥ pacnaxHYJIUCh ABYCTBOpYAaThie ABEPHU, BITyCKas B HEKUMU 3all.
— OX... — BHIPBAJIOCH Y IEPBO#M 3allefiiei aeByiku, dmoepau KopTu.

Korma xe st mepecTymnuia IOPoOT, TOXKE cjerka olasnesa. [JedcTBUTEeNbHO: 0X... CTOIBKO OAparoleHHOCTeH
s1, TIOXKaIyH, He BUAeJa fake B CAaMOM KPYIITHOM I0BEIUPHOM Mara3uHe. OxKepesbsi, uageMbl, OpaciieTsl,
OpoIIIH, CEPLIy, IIOABECKHN — OHU OBLIM ITOBCIONY, JiexKanu nubo B IIKaTynIKax, MTub0 Ha 6apXaTHBIX
nopymeykax. bnecrtenu, mepeanBaauch, OTPazXKajaKucCh B 3epKajax ¥ UT'pajd BCEMU I'PDAHSIMU B CBETE
3aXKKEHHEIX CBedell. ITo OBIJIO IOX0XKe Ha COH HJIM CKa3Ky. BmpouyeM, B MOEM IIOJIOKEHUH TaK U OLLIO.

— Hoporue CEeHTHI, — 3aroBOpuiIa MelaHu C TAMHCTBEHHON yIEIOKON. — Ero BenuyecTBO mozKesan
cOenaTh BaM ITOapoK, KOTOPHIM BEl MOKeTe BEIOpaTh caMu. M3 Bcero, 4To 30eCh eCTh.

BoT 3TO 10BOPOT... BCce meByIIKY BRHITISAOENN U3YMJIEHHEIMU U pacTepsHHEIMU. [Tox0Ke, HUKTO He 0XKuaal
TaKOM IIeAPOCTU OT ITPABUTEJIS.

— A BHIOpPaTh MOXKHO TOJIBKO OAHY BeIllb? — MOUHTEPEeCcoBaach IMOEP/IH, yKe PHIIa FOPSIITUM B3TJISII0M
110 YKPAIIeHUSIM.

— Ila, — CIOKOMHO OTBeTUIIA Pe-CeHTa. — TonmbKo omHy... [Ipoury, cenTrl... He cTecHsANTECH, BRIOUpPAUTE...
ITpumepsiiTe... 3epKai OecsATh, XBaTUT Ha BCEX...

[TepBoit puHyJach Bce Ta ke DMOepinu, 3a Hell — mpoTuBHas JIuHma u 6nu3HAIKY. [IpuHLecca ['paiic
IIOIIJIa BIOJIb CTOJIOB MEeMJIEHHO, OYATO HEXOTS, JIEHUBO paccMaTpuUBas gparouneHHocTH. Talipa u3 YepHoro
Omarsa TOXKe He CIellnia XBaTaTh IIOJapKy, u3ydas ux usnaneka. [locTeneHHo no 3any pa3bpennuch Bce
IOEeBYIIKY, Ha IIOpOTe XKe OCTaJIUCh TONTAThCS B HEPEINTEIFHOCTU TONBKO 1 U Mumens. YTo Kacaetcs
MeHS$, TO I HUKOT'Ta He MJiejia liepel I0BeIUPHLIMU usnenusaMu. HeT, Moria, KOHEYHO, BOCXUTUTHCH,
OLIEHUTH UX KPACOTY, UCKYCHOCTD U axKe JOPOr0BU3HY, U Y MEHS B IIKATYyJIKe JOMa MMeJIOCh HECKOJIEKO
YKpallleHUH U3 30JI0Ta U OparoleHHbIX KaMHeM, HO BOT MeUTaTh [0 APOKU O eIlle OOHOM MU C TOCKOM
B3ObIXaTh OKOJIO BUTPUH KakKoro-HUOynb «Cannaiita» unu «IlaHgoOpbI» — 3TO TOYHO He PO MeHs. [ToaToMmy
U celyac s 4yBCTBOBasa cebs He B cBoel Tapenke. Ho BOT moyemy Mepnmnusia Muiemnb, y KOTOPOH
TIOSTBUJIACh BO3MOXKHOCTE B35ATh ce0e 4TO-TO Ha maMsaTh 00 UmnepaTope? Benb yKe U Tak BCEM MOHSITHO,
YTO OHA IPOCTO COXHET II0 HEMY.

— Hy xe, centsr? — MenaHu mocMoTpesia Ha HaC BOIIPOCUTEJIbHO. — Brl xoTuTe 00unmets Ero BenmmuecTBo,
He IIPUHSAB ero mogapka’?

[Tocrne aTux cj10B MHUllleNTb TOYHO OYHYIACh U TYT XK€ YCTPEeMUIIach K OJIUKalIIeMy CTOIUKY C
yKpameHusiMu. [IpunnIioch ¥ MHe TTOUTH 3a Hel, IpaBAa, Pellinia BEIOpaTh MPOTUBOIIOI0KHOE
HaIpaBjIeHue, IIe B 3TOT MOMEHT TOJIIUJINCEH OTU3HAIIKY, mepebupas OpaciieThl U 0XKepeilbs U3
U3YMPYIOB B OejioM 30510Te. 51 oboiia repuorudb ®oig u HeclelllHO OBUHYJIACh Aasibllle, pa3risaabiBas
yKpameHusi. PyOunbl, candupsl, aMeTUCTH, akBaMapuHHL... OT TaKOTro Pa3Ho00pa3us U BETUKOJIETHS
IIPOCTO pa3beramuch ri1a3a. A y HeKOTOPHIX eIlle ¥ CHOCUIIO Kphiiry. Hampumep, y OmOepnu u JIMHIH,
KOTOpHIE, HE CTECHSSICh HU TeTu MiMIiepaTopa, HU OPYTHUX AEBYIIEK, TPOMKO PyTrajiuCh Hal OpHUJI/IMaHTOBOM
OUameMoM, YTO HUKAK He MOTJIU MONEIuTh MeXKIy coboii. B pe3ynbraTte mobenuiia xurpast IMOepiu,
00JIPHO YIIUITHYB comepHuIly. M moka Ta Tepsa 60IbHOE MECTO, pacTo4das MPOKISITHS, LalHya AuageMy U
CO 3JI0PaJHOM YCMEIIKOM IToMYaJjlack K pe-CeHTe, TEM CaMbIM [iaBas MOHSTH, YTO BEIOOP CBOM cpoernana. £
e, TOKa Uu3ydajla «aCCOPTUMEHT», IIOCTOSTHHO 3afiaBajiach BOIIPOCOM: 3a4eM MHe 3T0? Kakou cMmbeicii? B
CBOM MUD 51 BCe paBHO HHU4Yero 3abpaTh He CMOTY, V JIMHI/Ib 3Ke 1 6€3 TOro TyaJIeTHBIM CTOJIUK JIOMUTCS OT
IIKATYJIOK C YKpameHusiMu. A maMsaTh 06 MimmepaTtope... OHa MHe HU K 4eMy. f ¥ Tak 0 HEM IIOMHIO
0oJIBIlle HY2KHOT'0, M MEHS 3TO ImyraeT. Jlyuiine OBl CKal3ajiu, rae JIEXKUT 3TOT TPEKIISATHN KeMYyKHBIH
Xannot. {1 68l TOrma moOBICTPEe BHIIIOIHUIIA CBOIO MHCCHIO U ITOCTapasachk 3a0kITL 000 BceM 1 BceX. B ToMm
umncne u 06 Mmnepartope. OmgHaKO HUYETO, AaKe OTOAJIEHHO HallOMUHAIIIET0 XKeMYyT, Cpeau
IIpeCTaBJIEHHBIX YKpallleHU# BUAHO He Obl10. [la ¥ TIyno HafesaThCs, 4YTOo XaaaoT OymeT 37uech... OH
TOYHO XPAHUTCS T{ie-TO MOJ CEMBIO 3aMKaMHU M, BO3MOXKHO, laXke He B 9TOM KpHIJie. BOT TOJIBKO KaK y3HATh
Toe UMEeHHO?

41 ocTaHOBHUIIACH ¥ CBOOOAHOTO CTOJIMKA, I'Tle Ha ajok OapxXxaTHOU HMOAYIIeYKe JiexKajla TOHKas aXKypHas
Llero4yka C MaJIeHbKUM KYJIOHUYMKOM B BUJIe TOJIOBHI IpaKoHa. ['mazaMu y Hero CiyKuiyu pyOUHOBLIE
KalleJTbKY, a Ha HOCY CBepKaJl KPOXOTHHIN OpusiuanT. Kakoi munsrii. U moxoxk Ha KpacaBumka. f
yNBEIOHYJIaCh, OCTOPOZKHO AOTPAruBasich OO0 KyJjioHa. KaxkeTcs, 1 3Ha10, YTO BO3bMY...

— OTH yKpallleHKsI, CEHTH], TeIepPh Ballld, — CKa3aja MeJjlaHu, II0Cjie TOTO, KAK BCe HEeBECTEI
MIPOIeMOHCTPUPOBaIK BeIGpaHHbIE MomapkKu. — Hocute ux Ha pamocth cebe u Ero BenuuecTsy. Ax, na,
MIPOCTHUTE, — OHa OyATO TONBKO UTO CIIOXBATHJIAaCh, BCIOMHUB O 4YeM-TO. — 41 JKe He cKa3ajla BaM, U4To
OEeBSITh U3 BAC TOJBKO YTO YCIIEIIIHO IIPOIIIIH IIePBOe UCIbITanne 3Toro OTéopa. M MOryT MOTH OTHOLIXATh
nmepen o6emoM. ..

— YTt0?

— HcnriTanue?



— a KaK Tak? — IIOCHIIIAIXCh B3BOJTHOBAHHLIE PEIMJINKHU HEBECT.

— TonbKO OeBATH IMIPOLLINA?

— KT0-TO BLIOBIBAET?

51 TozKe HeCKOIbKO 3aHepBHUYAJIA: HaeIOCh, HE MHe celyacC yKaXKyT Ha BBEIXOM.

— Twuie, TUIlle, — MOTBITATACh YCIIOKOUTEL BCeX MenaHu. — 4 3Ke TOBOPUIIA, YTO UCIBITAHUS MOTYT
MTPOUCXOOUTH 0e3 IIpenynpeKaeHus, U Bbl JOJIZKHEL OBITh TOTOBHI B JII0OO0M MOMEHT MOKUHYTH OTOOP.

— Ho B ueM 3akImio4asioch CETOHSIIHEE UCITBITAaHNE? — IMOMHTEPEecoBajlach camMasi cMeJjlasi U3 Hac —
HopoTu.

— Ero BenuuecTBO IIpoBepPsiyi BaC Ha XKagHOCTh, — yILIOHYIach pe-CeHTa, 00BOMAS BCeX B3TIIAOM. — ET0
n30paHHKIA He J0JIKHA OBITh aTYHOU 0 JeHer M OAParoieHHOCTeH. DTO OH U PeIIusI Y3HATh, IPEeI0CTaBUB
BaM IIPaBO CaMUM BHIOHpaTh cebe momapok. M ogHa U3 Bac, K COXKaJIeHHUIo, He BHIIepIKaa 3TO UCIIEITaHUe.
U 3T0... — OHa mocMoTpea Ha DMOepsiu, KoTopas y¥Ke ycliejia BOOPY3UTh 3aBOEBAHHYIO B 6010 quamemMy
Ha T'OJI0BY BMECTO IS, — BEI, ceHTa KopTu. Bl He TOIbKO HNposiBuiIu cebs Kak KagHas ocoba, HO ellle
¥ TI0Ka3aJii CBOIO CKJIOYHOCTh ¥ ypHOE BOCIHUTaHue. [I03TOMY MOIPOIY Bac BEPHYTHCS K cebe B ITIOKOU U
HavaTh coOupaTh Bemy. KOHEYHO, eCTh BEPOSITHOCTh, YTO U3ympynub Kopomb 3ax04eT Bac OCTaBUTh, HO
s OBl He Hafeslach Ha 3TO...

Ha 9mGepnu Bo BpeMsi BCel 9TOM THUPAMALI ITPOCTO JTuila He Ov10. OHa rispmena Ha TeTio MnepaTopa Tak,
OynTo He MOrJIa IIOBEPUTH B ee cjioBa. Korma xKe Ta 3aKOHUYMIIA, Ipobezkarnach 10 OCTaBIINMCSI HEBECTaM
3aTpaBJIEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM, IIOCJIE YeTO COPBAjach C MeCTa U BeIOexXkKaJjia IpoYb.

— Tak 4To0, pe-ceHTa, HaM Tellephb HY?KHO BO3BPATUTh IOJAapKU? — HapyIInia IOBUCIIee MOTYaHue BCe Ta
xe [lopoTtu.

— Her, 3auem ke? — MenaHu BeceJio IoXKajla njaedaMu. — [lomapku He Bo3BpaluaioT! Y ipennaraio BceM
OTHPABUTHCS B CBOM KOMHATHI, YTOOBI HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTh... ¥l HaBellly Bac Bo BpeMs obepna... [lymaio,
OOpPOTYy Ha3al BH y2Ke HakgeTe 0e3 MeHs.

TTocrie 4ero oHa IToMaxajia BCeM PYKOM UM TOXKe BBIIIIA, OCTABUB HAC Ha IOIIeYeHre TBapAeiIes.
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MopmuHUCTEIE TafOHU JIeKapsi COBEPIIAI CUHXPOHHBIE KPYTOBLlEe OBUKEHUS, OOHA B 00J1aCTH I'PyOy,
mpyrasi ciiuHel. OT HUX UCXOJUJIO CUJIFHOE TEIJI0, B HEKOTOPhIE MOMEHTHI Ilepexosiiee B xkap. Ho Annen
TepIeJl, COXpaHss BhIpaXKeHue Iura 6eCcCTpacTHRIM.

I>xxepBrc Myp cTan MPUABOPHBEIM JI€KapeM ellle 3af0JIT0 10 POXKOeHUS AMeHa, IT09TOMY BXOOUII B Y3KUH
KpyT JIUI, KOTOPEIM M MIepaTop MOT JOBEPUTHCS M KOMY B OOIIIeHUH C COOO0M IO3BOJISINI UyTh OOJIBIIE, YEM
BCEM OCTaJTbHBIM.

— O6mopoxkoB Gonbirle He Ob110, Baite BennuecTBo? — mOMHTEpPECOBAJICS JIEKaph.
AnmneH numb OTPHLATEILHO KaYHYJI TOJIOBOU.

— A cunml KakK, BO3BpallaloTCca?

— Ha, yxke nyd1ue...

— Anneturt?

— OOBIYHEBIN, — AJIJIEH 4yTh IIOBEJI IIJIeYaMu.

— IIpakonbs unocrack? Bce ele He 4YyBCTByeTe ee?

— Het, — mpu3Hascs oH HexoTs. M He yoepKalcs OT Mydalllero BoIpoca: — A MOXKeT CIyYUTLCS TaKoe,
4TO 51 6OJIBbIIIE HE CMOTy 06paliaThCs B ApaKoHa?

— Her, He BonHy#MTECH, Bame BenuuectBo, — [I:kepBuc Myp yCIIOKOUJI €T0 YBEPEHHOU yIBIOKOM. — CKOPO
Bce OymeT, Kak u mmpexkae. IIpocTo HabepuTech TepueHus. Brl )Ke 3HaeTe, YTO APAaKOHbS UIIOCTACh Oomee
ysiI3BUMasi K TEMHOM MaTruu, BOT U CTPaJaeT B IIEPBYIO odepensb. He 3pst Ha Bac BO3MeHCTBOBAJIM, KOT/Ia BEI
O6nptu B mpakodopme. Hy Hrgero, Hudero... CKOPO OMPABUTECE... 4 yKe BUXKY, KaK Balllk JKU3HEHHBIE
CUJIBL BOCCTAHaBIMBAIOTCS, CKOPO M Balll APaKOH O4YHeTCs... EmmHCTBeHHOe, 1 O TocoBeTOBal... Her,
make HaCTOSITEILHO PEKOMEH0BAJl BaM Ha BpeMs OTIIPaBUTHCS K MOPIO... TaM BO3AyX Iieyie0HeH u 9uie,
4eM B IBIJIBHOU cTonuie. Cuibl 6yayT BO3BpaUIaThCS elne OBICTPeE.

— K mopi0? — ycMexHyncsa AnneH. — BepHyThbCS TyIa, TIe HECKOIbKO OHEeW Ha3af edBa He yMep?

— He o6s13aTenbHO exaTh B BuaTtpy, — MSATKO BO3pa3ui Jiekapb. — EcTh XKe emle u AnmaHuT... Tam u
KJIUMaT He CTOJIb KapKui, U OH IIPOCTO UIeaseH O Balllero HEIHEIIHET 0 COCTOSHUS.

AnmaHUT — HeOOJBIIION IIOPTOBLIM ropofd Ha ceBepe PyOuHOBEIX CKaJl, HeJaneKo 0T KOTOPOTro
pacrosoxeHa OffHa U3 CaMbIX CTaphIX pe3uaeHnuil Bappnees. OTKPOBEHHOE 3aX0JIyCThe, KOTOPOe AneH
He IIOCeIIasl C JaleKoro JeTCTBa U He 0UeHb-TO PBaJica Tyha celidac. Ho mpupoma TaM, OeiCTBUTENIBHO,
XOpollla, 3TOT0 He OTHATh. Y U3HYypSAIOIIeN XKaphl HET.

— Xopoliio, s MogyMai, — CO B3OOXOM OTO3BaJICS OH.

— ITomymatite, Bamre BenunuecTBo, mogyMariTe, — [kepBuc Myp cTajl 3aCTEeTuBaTh pyKaBa pyOallku,
KOTOPEIE BO BPEMSI OCMOTPa OOBIYHO 3aKaThIBAJI O JIOKTS. — A ellle He OTBepraiiTe Moe IIpeIoKeHue
Hac4yeT OXpaHHOI'O aMyseTa... OH BaM OYeHb IIPUTOOUTCH. ..

— ITonmHOCTHRIO cOTIacHa ¢ CeHTOM MypoM, — B KOMHaTe II0osBIJIach MejlaHu, Kak Bcerga c yneOKoM Ha
nuile. — BbpaBapa ceridyac HU K 4yeMy, AreH... [JoHMMalo, Thl Ipe3upaellb CBOe HEIHEIIHEE COCTOSIHUE U
BCEMH CHUJIaMHU IIEITAelIbCs He 3amMedaTh ero. OmHAKO TH He [OJIKEH 3a0bIBaTh, KEM SBIISAENIbCS. T
HWmnepaTop, mo3ToMy HojkeH 6epedsb cebst, BO MM MUPa U CIOKOWCTBUS CBOEM CTPaHBI. TBOS XKU3Hb
Telnepb IPUHALJIEXKUT He TOJIbKO Tebe, HO ¥ BCEM TBOMM IIOANaHHEIM. JIumas 3amuTH ce0si, TH JIUIaelb
3amuTH U ux. Tebs y&Ke pa3 NBEITalIuCh YOUTH, ¥, €CTh OOJIbIIas BePOSITHOCTD, YTO IIOIEITKA IIOBTOPUTCS.

MermaHu Gblyia TpaBa, AJJIeH He MOT C 3THUM He cornacutTbes. OH U caM MHOTO Pa3fyMbIBaJl HA 3Ty TEMY.
Ho kak ke Hejerko OBIO MPHU3HATH, YTO CeHYac OH He B COCTOSIHMH 3AIUTUTEL ce0s caM, BEICTOSTE,
oTpa3uTh aTaky! [Ipu3HaTh, YTO HEKTO OKa3aJiCs CUIIbHee ero... U aTo 6ecrokounno AjjeHa He TOJIBKO B
oTHOIIEeHWU cebs camMoro, a B IEPBYIO OUYepenh MMEHHO B OTHOIIIEHUY TOCydapcTBa. Eciu mpaBuTens ciab,
MOXKEeT JIX IIOJIOKUTHLCS Ha Hero Hapon?.. AMyJeT ke BOCIIPUHHUMAJICA UM KaK HeKHi KOCTHIIb. UMEeHHO
KaJIeKOM, KOTOPHIM He CIoco0eH mmepemBUraTbcs 6e3 KOCTHIIISA, AJlIeH ce0st 1 OILIyIlall B JaHHLIA MOMEHT.

— XBaTtut, Anies, — MenaHu norjiafguia ero Io mjaevdy, — TH y2Ke JaBHO BCEM JoKa3aJl, 4YTO JOCTOUH
66T MUMmiepaTopoM. IToaToMmy mo3Boinb cebe moOBITh Ci1abwIM... [loBEph, B 3TOM HET HUYETO CTPAIITHOTIO.
Tewm 6Gosiee, 0UueHb CKOPO THI CHOBa Oymdells B popMe. A aMyJieT IIPOCTO ITOMOKeT Tebe ObIcTpee
BOCCTAHOBUTHCS. DTO BpEMeHHas Mepa...

— Xopoo, — AnyeH HaKOHeIl IPUHAN pelnenue. — Ilycts Oynet amyseT... Ho c ogHUM yCIOBHEM: ThI



Oymelllb HOCUTH Takou xke. Y BepToH myckait Toxe. £ xoTs Ol 3a Bac He Oyny 6€CIIOKOUTHCH. ..
— JlapgHO-7TafiHO, YTOBOPHUJI, — YCMEXHYJIach TeTYIIKa. — Byny HocuThk amyneT Toxke. U BepToHy cKaxy.
— Kro 3Banm BepToHa? — OpaT oKa3aJjiCs JIeTOK Ha MOMUHE.

He cka3zathb, 4TO AjseH ObIT He pang ero BuaeTh, HO y2K CJIMIIIKOM B IIOCJIegHEee BpeMsi €ro IIOKOU
HaIlIlOMHHAJIA HpOXOJIHOfI OBOD, X1 3TO €Ir0 HECKOJIBKO pa3agpazKarlio. EMy IIPOCTO KaTaCTpOd)I/I‘-IeCKI/I HE
XBaTaJio YeAUHEHUsd, HO Opyrue, rmoxozxe, nyMaljiid hHa4ve. W cuutanm cBOMM OOITOM 3arjidHyTh K HEMY U
CIIPABUTHECA O 3PaBUH. A ecnu ellle BCIIOMHUTH, YTO I'TTIe-TO B COCETHEM KPEHIJIE€ U3HBIBAIOT OT 2K€JIaHUA C
HWM YBHUIOETBCSA C OECATOK HEBECT, TO 1 BOBCE CTAHOBHUJIOCH TOCKJINBO.

YBuneB BepToHa, JIeKaph MOCIENNI OTKJIAHATLCS, HE 3a0BIB HA IPOIIaHUEe HAIOMHUTh MMIiepaTopy o
roe3gKe Ha MoOpe.

— TwI cobupaernibcst B Buatpy? — TyT &Ke cupocun bepToH.

— B Anmanut, — otBetun AiieH. — Ho 4 ellle He IpuHAI pelleHus. Begb ecTh elfe HEBECTHL... UYTO menaTh
C HUMHU?

— OHu moenyT 3a To6oi, — OecrnevyHo oTo3Banach Menadnu. — YU MbI ¢ BepToHOM ToxKe. I1o mopore MOXKHO
YCTPOUTS ellle OJHY IIPOBEPOUKY...

— Eme ogry? — 3auHTepecoBasicsa bepToH.

— Hy ma, — TeTymka siBHO OblJTa HOBobHA. — CerogHs s MPOBeJia IePBOe UCHBITaHMEe, U OOHA HEBECTa
yiia cooupaTh CBOU BEIIH.

— KT0? — HeoxKuOaHHO OLICTPO OTPearupoBall bepToH, XOTs JTIOTUYHEHN 3TOT BOIIPOC IIPO3ByYas Obl U3 YCT
AnneHa.

— 9M6epm/1 KOpTI/I, — OTBETHUJIA TeTH IIepeBOoas B3rasidd C OOHOI'O IIJIEMAHHWKA Ha OPYTroro.

ArnneH 3aMeTHII, YTO B rIa3ax OpaTa IPOCKOYHUIIO siBHOE objerdyenne, 6yaTo OH GOSIJICS YCIBIIIATh Ipyroe
ums. C yero OB 3TO?

— W uto GBIJIO 3a UCTIBITAHUE? — CIIPOCUJI OH YKE CcaM y TETH.
— 41 ux mpoBepsiia Ha aTYHOCTh. Tebe Bedb He HyKHa JKafgHas JKeHa, TpaBaa?

MenaHsu BKpaTIle IIepecKa3saja To, KaK IPOUCXOOUIIO ee UCIBEITaHWe B OOHOU U3 COKPOBUIIHULL, YTO
pa3Becenuiio bepToHa U maxke 3aCTaBUJIO YIIBIOHYTHCS AJNIeHa.

— Tak 4yTo, MUIEIN, — B 3aKJII0OUeHUEe oOpaTuiack oHa K U3ympynaomy Kopoitio, — THI ellle MOKEITh ee
cnactu. OHa XKIeT TBOero penteHus. Bopyr nmns Tebst 3TO Ka4ecTBO B JKEHIIIUHE He CTOJIb IIOKUPYIoeT?

— He usgesaiics, MenaHu, — XMBIKHYJI TOT. — MHe TOXXe He Hy2KHO TaKoe 30J10Tiie. MOoKelllb CMEeJIo
OTHPAaBAATHE ee moMoi. JIydlile paccKaxu moapobHel, Kak ke MPosBUIK ce0si Opyrue HeBecThl. Hampumep,
Hamra CarndupoBas IIpuHIlecca?.. Minu Muienb? — OH MHOTO3HAa4YUTENbHO CTPEJIbHYJ I'Jla3aMU B CTOPOHY
AnneHa, u yxe, Kak O6bl HeB3Haua: — Hy, unu JIMHSIL MapuHOXK?

— Yo 3a oHa, JIuH3ne MapuHaxK? M moyemy TH BEIOEINI KMEHHO €€ Cpenu Mpo4Yux? — C UPOHUEN
IIOMHTEepecoBacs ATeH.

— Bariue BenuyecTtBo, — MenaHu XUTPO MIPUITyPUJIACh, — IIOPa OBl BAM Y2Ke 3HaTh HEeBeCT KaK IIOMMEHHO,
TakK ¥ BHeIIHe. TeM 60nee, CeroagHs BBEI BCe-TaKMW YOOCTOMJIMCE B3TJIAHYTh Ha HUX, OCHACTJ/IMBUB JEBYIIEK
ellle 1 CBOMM CJIOBOM.

— O, THI HaKOHeEIl BUIEeJ HeBecCcT? — ria3a bepToHa 3aropenuck. — U kak? KTo Tebe nmonpasusics 6obliie?

— 4 ycmen pa3rnsmgeTh He Bcex, — AJIJIeH pacCesiHHO yabIOHYyCcsa. — VX Tak MHOTO OBITO... Pa3Be 4TOo
3ametun ['patic ¥ab6crep... Ee s mpocTo 3Hato, — oH GyATO onpaBIbIBaICcsa. — BO3MOXKHO, elle OpUIOKY U3
pozxa KonnuH, ¥ TO TONBKO JIUIIL IIOTOMY, YTO OHA €IMHCTBEHHAas OblIa OfeTa B TEMHOE, HarjIyXxo
3aKkpeITOE IaThe. Hy, Muiliens, eCTECTBEHHO... A, ellle OBe OJU3HAIIKY ObLH... [lojiaraio, 3To repioruHu
®mnougm...

— A peixeHbKas Takas? Kak Tebe prIXKeHbKas? — HadaJl JOIBITHIBATECS BepToH. — BOIOCH Takue, IpsMo
KakK KapMUH... fpKue, IpUTITaTelbHbIE. ..

AnneH 3agyMaics, IPUIIOMHHASI HEBYIIEK, KOTOPHIX BUEN cerogHsi. Ho KpaCHOBOJIOCOM cpedu HUX Bpoae
He OBIJIO, OH, HaBepHOe, Okl 3aMeTuJs1. EC/Tu TOBLKO OHA He CIpsiTaja BOJIOCH IOf IUISMNKY... Eile u
30HTHUKHU 3TH CONIHIA... [0 BCell BUIUMOCTH, IEUCTBUTEIIBHO, HE YCIIEJT PA3TJIsiIETh.



— T TOYHO He Bupen ee? — ygquBuiach MenaHu. — 9TO BeOb Kak pa3 JIuasns Maopunpax. OHa
eOWHCTBEHHAS C TAKUM HEOOBIYHBEIM IIBETOM BOJIOC. CTPaHHO, HO OHa ObIJla CeroHsI BMEeCTe C OCTaJIbHBIMH
ceHTaMu. Kak TE MOT He yBULETh ee? UTO 3a HEBHUMATEIbHOCTh, AJIZIEH? — TETS C UIyTJIUBHIM YKOPOM
rmomMaxalia yKasaTelbHBIM manblieM. — KcTaTu, B COKPOBUILHUIIE OHA BEIOpasia YKpalleHue TBOeH MaTePH.
[ToMHUIIB, TO, CKPOMHOE, KOTOPOE OHAa XPaHHIIa ellle C IeBUYECTBA, HO B 3aMy2KeCTBe 0O0JIbIlle TaK U HE
Hapemna? KynoH Ha 1enouyke. Clyru ero ciaydaiHo Tyda IIOJI0XKUJIY, IIepenyTanl, 1 oOHapyXKuia 3TO yXKe
CJIWIIIKOM TIO3QHO, HO Obljla YBEPEHA, YTO Ha HETO HUKTO HE M03aPUTHLCS, CIIMIIKOM OHO HE3aMEeTHO. A BOT
ceHTa MapuHOXK BeIOpaia UMEHHO ero. YouBuTeIbHO. Ho THI 2XKe Ha MeHs He B obune, Anmnen? Heymo6HO
BBIIIIJIO, KOHEYHO...

— YT0 yX cHemnaemnib? — B3MOXHYN AieH. — He 3abupaTth ke ero o6paTHo?

— Hy na, — Menanu BUHOBATO yNIEIOHyIack. — TeM Gojiee, B HEM-TO U IIEHHOCTY 0CO0O0H HET...
— Hy ma, He cuuTas naMsaTH, — BCe XKe He yhaepKaJics OT JIeTKO capka3Ma MMnepaTop.

— AnneH... — MeaHu yMOJISIOIIEe Ha HETO TSHYIA.

— 4 e ckasasl, 4YTO He CepPXKYyCh, — C HAXKKMMOM OTO3BaJICS TOT. M mocmemus nepeBecT pa3roBop Ha
Opyryio TeMy: — [laBaiiTe nmydine o0CyauM nepeesn B AJIIIaHUT. ..

OO6eq BEImAsICS HANPSIZKEHHBEIM. B oT/IM4YMe OT 3aBTpakKa, Temephb 3a CTOJIOM Ilapuiia HeKasi HEPBO3HOCTb.
[Toxo’ke, BHE3AIHBIN YXOI OTHOW M3 HEBECT MOIIATHYJI YBEPEHHOCTDh U BCEX OCTaJlbHEIX. [IOHATHOE [ero,
uyTo MemnaHu npenynpexaasna O TAKOM BapHaHTe Pa3BUTUSA COOBITUN, HO HUKTO He [yMaJl, YTO 3TO
mpou3ouaeT Tak ObICTPo. OCOOEHHO MPUTHUXIIEH BHITIIsIAeNa JIMHAa, ¢ KOTOPOH yieamas IMoepau
cpazkasach 3a guaneMy. HaBepHoe, oHa yXKe CTO pa3 BO3HecJIa XxBaJly HebecaM 3a TO, YTO He BHIUTPasa B
Tol 60pbbe, HAYE TOYHO OBl OKa3asiaCh Ha MECTE COIEPHUIIHL.

HekoToptie IeByIIKY BCe e 00JIaYuINCh B TapOBaHHEIE YKPAIIIeHNWsI, BUAUMO, PEIITUB [T0XBACTAThCST UMHU
nepen apyrumu. Tak, OTM3HSIMIKY CBEPKaJiM KOMIIJIEKTOM, Pa3geIeHHBIM Ha ABouXx: y Ilatpucun (uimm
Xenen?) Ol OpacieT U3 IMJIATHHBL C U3yMpyHdaMu, a y XejeH (unu [laTpucum?) — Takue 3Ke CEPBhIu.
IlopoTu TO U {eJsio moTjlaXkKKuBajia PyOMHOBYIO OPOIIb-I[BETOK, ITOKOUBIIIYIOCS Ha ee MBIIIHON I'PyaH, a
Mumens KpyTHia Ha MajJlbuYiKe TOHKOE KOJIEYKO C HEOOJIBIITUM OBaIbHEIM CEPOOIUKOM. 1 Ke CBOM KYyJIOH
TIOYTH Cpa3y IIOJIOKUJIA B IIKATYJIKY K IIPOYUM OParolleHHOCTSIMU, JIUIIh, IIOTeXU pany, IIoka3ana ero
KpacaBuuky, 94ToOH yOemuThCs B cxoncTBe. OH Ha 9TO IMIPOPOKOTAJ YTO-TO OH0OPUTENBHOE U, OBICTPO
IIOTePsIB UHTEPEeC K YKpallleHUI0, OTIIPABUJICS CHATh B CBOIO KOPOOKY.

Menanu I'sfiHC SIBUTACh TOJILKO K KOHIIy o0efa, Koraa Ha4yalli IoJaBaTh meceptT. M3BuHHUIACh 3a
OIo3[aHue M 3aHsijia CBOE MyCTYIoIlee MeCTO BO T'IaBe CTOJIa.

— ¥V MeHs A1 Bac OBa BaXKHBIX COOOIIIeHUsI, — CKa3ajla OHa Iocye. — IlepBoe KacaeTcs: Py6uHoBoro 6asa.
OH cocTouTcs mocie3apTpa. Havuano B BoceMb Bedepa. HammoMHI0, YTO Balll HAPSM JOIXKEeH HeIIPpeMeHHO
OBITH B KPACHBIX TOHAX, II03TOMY COBETYIO 03a00THTHLCS 3THUM BOIIPOCOM yXkKe ceromusi. Ecimu BOpyr B BallleM
rapaepo0e He OKaXkeTCs MOOXOOsIIero IJIaThs, BBl MOXKeTe 00paTUThCS 3a IMOMOIIBIO K XaHHe, U OHa
MIPUTJIACUT K BAM IPUABOPHYIO IOPTHUXY. B mpoTuBHOM ciiydae Ha Oan B He nonageTe. [amee... Ha
IIpa3gHUKe Kaxkmasl U3 Bac noobiaetcs ¢ Ero BenuyecTBoM, Ha 3TOT pa3 OH YOEJIUT BHUMaHUE BCEM H,
CKOpee BCero, MIOJapuT CBOM TaHeI...

I'ma3a meByIIek cpa3y 3aCHUsiIUd B IPeOBKYILIEHUN TaKOXW BO3MOXKHOCTH, Jaxe IIpUHIlecca ['panic
yNBEIOHYJIaCh KPaemkoM ry0, Muirenb ke ¥ BOBCE 3apAe/iach U ellle 9HEePTuYHeN IPUHIAach TepeOuTs
konedko mnepatopa. Y TONBKO 5 egBa CKpEIBaja CBOE BOJIHEHUE U TPEBOT'Y: KaK IIPOUAET Hallla BCTpeda
c KoposieM? Y3HaeT i OH MeHs? Pa3BeroTcst mu Mou cTpaxu? Mmu Hao60pOT BO3SHUKHYT HOBBIE ITPOOIEMEI?
Y MeHs gake 1agoHU B3MOKIIH, U S YKPAIKOM CTaia BEITUPATh UX O I0OKY.

— OpHako, — mpofjoXkajia MenaHu, — OJIsE KOTO-TO Ha 3ToM Oany yuactue B OT6ope 3akKoHUUTCSA. [Tocme
Hero MMmepaTop IpUMET pelleHne, KOTo OH TOYHO He BUIOUT B POJIM CBoeM Oynyuied cynpyru. Kpome
3Toro Ha 6ajy OymeT mpuUCyTCTBOBaTh M Koponbs U3ympynHBIX [ToTWH, UMENTE 9TO B BUAY. BO3MOXKHO, OH
TOXKE 3aX04YeT HEMHOTO T000IIaThCsa ¢ BaMu. ITojtaraio, BepToH Takke B 9TOT XK€ IeHb IPUMET PelleHue,
TOTOB JIM IIPOMOIXKUTE OOIIleHUe C TOM, KOTOPYIO MCKIouuT u3 OTbopa ero crapiiuii 6par.

— Pe-cenTa I'sitHC, — HEeOXUAaHHO I0Jaja I'ojioc caMas Tuxas u3 geBymek — Kinep XeHcny, Ta, 94TO B
XpaMe Y9yTh He yIajia B 0OOMOPOK OT Bupa COOCTBEHHOU KPOBM, — BO3MOXKHO, BHl y2Ke 3HAEeTe, K KOMY U3
Hac Ero BennuecTBo GaroBonuT 60mbiine? A y KOTO IIIaHCOB 3aMHTEPECOBaTh ero MeHbine? OH Begb BUAE]
Hac yXKe CeromHs...

— Her, Knep, — ycMexuynace Menanu, — 51 COBEPIIEHHO He B KypCce, 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS I KEM-TO U3 Bac
Ero BenmuuecTBO mociie ceromHsirHe# BcTpeur. Ho gazke ecnmu OB M 3HAJIA O €r0 IPEAIOYTeHUIX, BaM He
ckasasna 00 aToMm. K ToMmy ke, mocne 6ana Ero BenudyecTBo BIIOJIHE MOXKET M3MEHUTH CBOE MHEHHUE.

— dcro, — nonukna Knep cpa3sy. — IIpocTo g mogyMarsa, KaKOBEL MOU IITAHCHL...



— ITanC ecTh y BCeX, — yCIIOKOUJIa ee pe-ceHTa. — EIle paHo cmaBaTh no3unuu, OT60p TOIBKO HAYasCHd.
Termneph Ke ITO3BOJIbTE IEPEUTH KO BTOPOU, He MeHee BaXKHOM HOBOCTH, — MeJjlaHU CHOBA yJIBIOHYJIaCh.
Ha cnepylomuit mens nocine 6ana OygbTe I'OTOBLL OTIIPABUTLCS B IIyTellecTBUe. MEI BCe, BMECTE C
HNmnepaTtopoMm u ero 6parom, M3ympynusiM KoponeM, oTIipaBiisieMcsi B CEBEPHYIO PE3UAEHIINIO, B
Anmanwut... [lopora 3aiMeT gBa OHS, IO3TOMY ITogyManTe 00 yOOOHOM Hapsae U OJis 9TOr0 CiIydas.

O... A BoT 3T0 coBceM 1yiox0. [IBa musa B nyTu! Kak ke s BRIOEPKY 3TO?

— A pa3Be HeNb3sT HaM OTIPABUTHCS TyOa B Apakodopme? — M30THYIa oOHy 0poBb CamdupoBas
nprHIlecca. — HecKonIbKO 4acoB IojieTa — ¥ MBI Ha MecTe. A 6arax nogbeneT IT03Ke.

HeT, Het! Tonbko He obpallleHre B ApakoHa! f yxKe IIOYTH He KOHTPOJIMPOBAJia UCIIyT U 3aMepia B
OXKHUIOaHWUM OTBeTa MenaHu.

— Her, Bame BricouecTBo, — OTBeTHJIa Ta, ODapuB I'paiic ouepemHOM HEBO3MYTUMOU YILIOKON, Y MEHS XKe
YyTOYKY OTJIETJIO OT ceprua. — Bo-IlepBEIX, He Bce CEHTHl MOI'yT o6pamaThCcs B ApakoHOB. Bo-BTOpEIX, ETO
BenuuecTBO XeaeT IPeofoJieTh 3TOT IIyTh B OOBIYHOMN, YeoBedecKol opme. OH CUUTAET, U 1 C HUM
COrjlacHa, 4TO 3TO ellle ON¥H IPEeBOCXONHBIN IIaHC Y3HATh Bac MOJIydIle.

4 3ameTunna, c KaKUM Ipe3peHreM IOKOCUIach Ha MeHs JIuHfa, T0o-BUOUMOMY, CUUTasi, YTO HEYMeHUe
ofpamiaThCs B APaKOHa — HAOPSIMYI0 KaMeHb B Mo oropon. Ho Benp Onina eltie u Opunka Tatipa, KoTopas
uMeJjla urocrtach 3Meu. He gymalo, 4To y Hee eCTb ellle U KpPblIbs. Tak 4To npobieMKa C IIojleTaMU He Y
MeHsI OOHOM. I'pa¥ic TOXKe He YCTPOUJI OTBET TeTu MMiiepaTopa, HO oHa 61aropa3yMHO IpoMoJTdasia u
BEpHYJacCh K CBOEMY [IECEPTY.

«0O, PybuHoBsIl 6an! — JIMH37b BlIepBEE IIPOSBUIIa UHTEPEC K MOUM HOBOCTSIM. — CIIbIIIana, 3To
rpaHpuo3Hoe cobriTue. Tyma MOKHO IIOIAcTh TOJIBKO 10 0oco6oMy mpuriamenuio Pyourosoro Koposs. Yto
TOBOPUTS, faxke y Hac B 2KeMuyKHBIX BoTHax MHOTHE BTaHE MEYTAIOT XOTh I'JTa30YKOM B3TJITHYTH, KaK
OH IIPOXOOUT>.

— Heyxenu u TeI? — €XUOHO YTOUYHHUNA . — TH XK, BPOAE, HEHABUOUIIb BCE, YTO CBI3aHO C
HWwmniepaTopoM.

«MHe 1JIeBaTh Ha 3TO 6aj, — JIMHAJIb MEITAach OpuagaTh roJIOCy KakK MO2KHO OOJIBIIIe PaBHOOYyUIWA, 9YTO
BBIZaBaJIO KakK pa3 ee 06paTHoe XkenaHue. — Ho Bce PaBHO PaCCKaXeIllb I10CJie, YTO Oa KakK. JI:000TIEITHO
2K€e, KaK TaM Pa3BJIEKAIOTCA 3TU I'PUOHBI».

Iamee s BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO MHI IIepee3kaeM B IPyroe MecTOo, U II0esInIachk ¢ JINHI3Ib CBOUM
0eCIIOKOHCTBOM HAcUeT JajbHel JOPOTH.

«Hy He 3Har0, moApyra... — IPOTSIHYyJIa Ha 3TO IMpHUHIlecca. — [lompolbyelrs HaiT BOJIOEM KaKO, YTOOH
nckynarbscs. MHaue Oynmet Tebe TsAKKO. [lonyxkuBas moGepelibes no Annanura... [loMepeTs, KOHEUYHO, He
IoMpelllb, HO BUIOK Oypmet eie ToT. Hu onun 13 BappreeB Ha Te6s1 He 103apUTCs, — OHA XOXOTHYJIA. —
Kcratu, Bumesna koro u3 Hux? He 3ps cectpudka Mupuam ot Py6uHoBoro 6€3 yma? IIpaBaa, rOBOPST,
MIaflieHbKUM, U3yMpyOHLIHY, ellle TpuBJieKaTeIbHEH. . »

— Py6umoBoro Kopoiist Bumena MeIbKOM, — Telleph y2Ke s cTapajiach He BhIOATh UCTUHHBIX YYBCTB, — a
ero O6para moka eine HeT. Ho Ha Gainy, o0elllany, oH ToxKe OymeT...

«B ob111eM, ITOBECETUCH OT AYIIHU, — CO CMEXOM IozxKejiana JIMHA3mb. — A 51 ToXKe Kyga-HuOyOb CXOXKY,
pPas3BJIEKYCE...»

— Ky;:[a 9TO ThI coGpanaCL? — 39Ta BpPpeaHas NEBYOHKa CHOBaA 3aCTaBUJIa M€HA BOJIHOBATLCA. — Opna?

«HeT, MEHs MIPUTIACUIHU... — TIOyYHJIa PACIJIEIBYATHIM OTBET. — B KiIy0. 4 Tak mMoHMMAl0, 3TO YTO-TO
BpoOIe Toro xe Oaa, ma?»

— Kto0 Tebs mpurmacumn?
«O1i1, Kakas pa3HuIa? — HeIOBOJIBHO OTBETHUJIA IpuHIlecca. — [Ipurnacunu u Bce. YTo THl HEPBHUYAEIIH?»
— ITpocTo X04Uy HOyYUThH CBOE TEJIO Ha3ap B IIeJIOCTH U HEBPEAUMOCTH! — pa303JIuiIach .

«Tak u nmomyy4uIs, B 4eM nmpobiema-to? 51 ke He BOJTHYIOCh, KaK C MOUM TeJIOM 0OpallaenrsCsi Th», —
OTr'pPEI3HYJIaCh OHA.

— 4 TBOe Teno Gepery! — BO3MYyIIeHHO mapupoBasa 1. — M He TacKaioch I10 3JITaYHBIM MECTaM HEeU3BECTHO
C KeM, PUCKYS 300POBLEM U KU3HBIO!

«QO, HY BCe€, OIIATH 3aBéJjla CBOIO IIapPMaHKY, — IIPOTSA2KHO BBEIOOXHYJIA JInasns. — Hudero ¢ TBOUM TeJIOM



He OymeT. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MHE €Ille B HEM JXKUTb HEM3BECTHO CKOJIbKO... Tak 4TO gaBaii mpoIiaTbcs. 51
cnaTth Xouy. CHacT/IMBO OCTABaTHCS!»

Hert, aTo HeBrIHOCHMMO! Majio MHe 3OeITHuX IpobJieM, ellle U 3Ta KpacaBulla yMyOPsSeTCS YyOUTh B MOEM
mupe!

— I'ocnnoxka, — pa3pgascs u3-3a gBepu roinoc Mapu. — Bul ckopo? Bamie niaTee TOTOBO, HE XOTUTE JIU
IPUMEPUTH?

Yeprt! CoBceM 3abriia, YTO MOMPOCUIA CITYKAaHOK IIPUBECTH B IIOPSIIOK KpacHoe OalbHOE IjaThe, YTO
HANUIOCh B rapmepobe, cobpanuoM myis MeHst Kimapuccoit ®unx. Criacu6o, 9To OHa ¥ 06 3TOM
11o3ab0THUIack, a TO MPUIIIOCh ObI UCKATh MECTHYIO MMOPTHUXY. XOTH... 5 ObI C PagOCTHIO U BOBCE HE IIOILIA
Ha 3ToT Oar.

— l'ocnnoxa, Bce B HOpHJIKe? — 3aBOJIHOBAJIaCh II0 Ty CTOPOHY OBEPU MapH.

— [Ila, yXe BBEIXOXKY! — s1 TOCHeITHO BhIOpasachk U3 KyIaJlbHU U IPUHSIACH C YCEPAUEM CYIIUTD
IIOJIOTEHIIEM CBOM XBOCT.
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IeByIIKa, 4TO OTpazxaJjiach B 3epKase, Obljia TaK He II0X0XKa Ha MeHs. OHa Ka3ajach KaKON-TO
He3HaKOMKOM, KpacuBoM u spkKoi. Mapu ¢ Kpuc nocrapanuck Ha cjiaBy, IpeBpaTUB MeHS B HaCTOSITYIO
IIpUHITecCy. BripoyeM, HanmoMHusa cebe C JIETKOM ropeydbio, 3TO U Tak He . ITo JIuuanb. Ee BricouecTBo
Koponescta ZKemuyxkHbix BonH. He 3Hato, moyemMy MHe BAPYT CTaJI0 I'PYCTHO, OYATO S coXKajlesia, YTo 3TO
TeJIO He IPUHAJIeXXKUT MHE.

— BaMm ouyeHB UHET 3TO IJIaThe, TOCIOXKa, — Mapu 3a60TIMBO IIOMIPABUJIA MBIITHLIE CKJIAKY C3aOu Ha
Moeli 100ke. — Tako# rimyO0oKui KpaCcHBIM IBET, KaK PYOUMHOBOE BUHO M3 OBOPLIOBHIX IMOTPeboB... OH
OTTEHSET Ballly KOXKY U [ejaeT ee elle Oejee, OHA IPSIMO CBETUTCS, KaK XKeMUyT...

Kak xkemuyr... 3a6aBHas urpa cioB. 3Hasa Obl TH, MUIast Mapu, KOMy ceiiuac MOMOraellb HapsiXKaThCsa K
famy...

Ho s TyT Ke omepHyna ce6si. YTo 3a cTpaHHAs MEeIaHXOIUs MeHsI HacTuria? Heyxkenu u3-3a TpeBOTH
nepen 6anom?.. HeT, Hy>KHO ITOCKOpe¥ coOpaThCs U B3ATh ce0s B PYKHU, MHAUE MOE COCTOSTHUE OyImeT
3aMEeTHO APYTHUM U TOT[a YK TOYHO BHI30BET MOJ0o3peHus. Hafo mo3uTuBHEN CMOTPeTh B Oyayiee. HUKTO
MeHs He y3HaeT U To4kKa. B Tom uucine u UmnepaTop. { Beaws maxke cama cebst He y3HAI0, C TAKOU-TO
npudeckou u MakusxkeM. M kak Kpuc ymanocs Tak yJI0KUTH BOJIOCH? JIOKOH K JIOKOHY, eIle U HUTHU
frcepa BIJiejla — IIPOCTO IIPou3BefeHue ucKyccTBa! ITogqo6HbIe TPUYECKHU S TOJTBKO B TJISTHIIEBBIX
XKypHanax Bupgesna. [InaTee ToXKe BOCXUTUTEIIBHOE: C KPYKEBHEIM TU(GOM, IITyOOKUM OEKOJIbTE U
IIHYPOBKOM Ha CIIUHe, I00Ka IBIIIHAsA, MHOTOCJIOMHAs, ¢ HeOobmuM minetidoMm. U cuguT-To Kaxk...

— Bawm, HaBepHOe, I0pa, rocroxka, — HallOMHWIA Mapwu, IIsSHYB Ha 4achl. — Y>Ke CKOPO BOCEMb... Bac
IIPOBOOUTE?

— Her, cupasmiock cama, criacu6o, — nobiarogapuia g U ellle pa3 OKuHYyJa ce0s B3T/ILNOM B 3epKalle.
U npaspa, nopa...

— KpaC&BqHK, moxKenau MHe yaoa4du, — IIorjiagujia g Ha IIPOIllaHue IIUT'PHUOHA, KOTOprﬁ TO2XKe C UHTepeCcoM
ClIegusl 3a BCEMU MOUMMU IITPUTOTOBJIEHUAMH.

OH BBHITTyCTHUI 00/1aYKO Iapa, TEM CaMbIM BhIpazkasi 0O0o0peHMe, ¥ TKHYJICS MOPIOM MHE B JTafAOHb.
— Bce, He noMUHANUTE TUXOM...

Croenasna riy0oKuil BOOX U IIOKUHYJIa KOMHATY.

— IoOpkhIi Beyep, — HarHajia MeHs 1o nyTu Mummens. — He Bo3pazxaellb, eCyiu oaeM BMeCTe?
— BonHyembcsa? — NoHUMalOIe YyCMEXHYJIIach .

— HewmHoro... — Ta ToK€e CMYIIeHHO yILIOHYIacCh.

— Ho Tebe Begpb moKHO OBITH IIPOIIIE, TH XXKe 3Haelrs Ero BenuyecTBo MTUYHO, — 3aMeTHIa .

— K coxkajeHu1o, 3T0O HUYEro He MeHsIeT, — B3TJIsig Mulllesib Ha MrTHOBEHUE ITOTPYCTHEJ, HO B CIIeAYIOLIYIO
CEeKyHAy OHa yKe CHOBa yJei0anack: — Y TebOsI 04eHb KpaCuBOe MJjIaThe...

— Cmnacubo, y TeOs Toke, — BEepHYyJIa 5 €l KOMIIITUMEHT.

Hapsin y Hee meliCcTBUTEIBHO OBII XOPOII: IUIaThe 00Jiee 3aKPHITOE, YeM MO€, HO PACIIMTOE 110 BCEMY
IIIEJIKOBOMY IIOJIOTHY 30JIOTOM U cepeOpsiHOM HUTAMHU. [la U caMa MuUliesb BHITIIAOENa IPEMUIIO: BOJIOCEH
3aBUTHL B MEIKHE KYPH, YaCTUYHO COOPAHBl BBEPX, YACTUYHO pPa3bpocaHkl 1Mo miedyaM. He yCKOIB3HYIO0
OT MOET0 B3TJIsAa ¥ KOJIEeYKO M3 COKPOBUIIHUIIEI MMIIepaTopa.

— Buxy, Tl TOXe Haperna nnogapok Ero BennuyectBa, — npousHecsa BAPYr Muitiens, OrasgeBast Ha MO
1Ie0, YKpallleHHYI0 [eII0OYKOU C KyJIOHOM-APaKOHYMKOM, U B €€ r0JI0Ce IIPOCKOYNIIN PEBHOCTHEIE HOTKHU.

— IIpocto nocuuTana, 4To 6oJee KPyIHbe U MaCCUBHEIE YKPALIeHUs K 3TOMY IUIAThIO He IONOUOYT, —
cOoep2KaHHO O0TO3BaJjlach 1, IIPU 3TOM HU KaIlJId He cojiraB. f ¥ BIpaBOy Hagesla YKpallleHre UMEeHHO II0
9TOU IPUYUHE.

T'onoca, cmex, nerkas My3bKa... ATMocdepa mpa3gHuKa OIIyIanach eme Ha MOAXoae K 3anagHoOMy KPBIITY.
Ha nomtagke y gBopiia ObUINM pacCTaBIIEHE] aible aTPEl, BHYTPHU KOTOPHIX PA3MECTUIIN CTOJIHI C
Pa3IUYHBIMY 3aKyCKaMM ¥ HaTUTKaMu. MeXXAy HUMU TPOTyIUBAaIUCh TOCTH: TaMbl B HapsijiaX BCeX
OTTEHKOB KPaCHOI'0, My>KYWHE — B Y€PHOM UK 6€J10M, HO C AeTalsiMU BCe TOTO JKe KPaCHOI'0, HAllpuMeDp,
MIJIaTOK Ha Ilee, IyTrOBUIIBI UJIX BHINIWBKA. Tyma-cioga CHOBaJIM C IIOQHOCAMHU CIyTH B OOPOOBHIX IUBPESX, a
4yTh MOOMAJTh HAXOAUIach HeOOIbIIast ClleHa, TAe KPYKUIU B TAHIIE U3SIIIHLIE TEBYIITKA-TAHI[OBIIUIIHL.



EnuHCTBEHHOE, KOT0O He GBIJI0O BUIHO, 3TO camMoro MMmeparopa.

Muinens mepBasi 3aMeTHusIa pe-CeHTy MenaHu, CTOSIIYI0 B KPYTY HECKOJIBKUX IPYTUX HEBECT: OITU3HSIIKN
®J10¥i B ONMHAKOBBIX «MAKOBHIX» IJIAThIX, Opuaka Taipa B HArIyxo 3aKPHITOM BUHHOM OAESHUU U
TaKUMHU XK€ TEMHBIMY, BUHHBIMY I'y0aMu, ¥ OHIIHOTEeNnass [JopoTH, IIerosIsionias KOKeTIUBEIM HapsmaoM
1IBeTa cmejioi ManuHbl. CaMa TeTsa Ero BenunuecTBa Oblia o6/1aueHa B 9JIeTAaHTHOE TEPPaKOTOBOE IIJIaThe.
Ona ToXKe yBHUAeJia Hac ¥ IToMaxajla PyKoH, IMoO3bIBas.

— BbI BOoBpeMs1, CEHTHI — VIIBIOHYJIaCh OHa. — MMIIepaTop CKOPO CIOYyCTUTCS, M KaxXKaasi U3 Bac OymeT eMy
odunmanbHO NpencrasneHa. He 3a0ynbTe TakKe IonpuBeTcTBOBaTh U Ero BenuuectBo BepToHa,
Wzympynnroro Koponsd... Kcraty, a BOT ¥ 0H, — MenaHu 4yTh IOHKW3UJIa I'OJIOC U KMBKOM I[10Ka3asa Ha
OpioHeTa, 00PAIEeHHOT 0 K HaM CITMHOM.

OH 0 4eM-TO [OBOJILHO TPOMKO GecemoBall C HEKOM HEeMOJIOIOM JaMO# U, IIO-BUAUMOMY, €€ CyIIPyTroM,
XyOBIM CemoBIackIM rocrnoguHoM. C IIepBHIX K€ CEeKYH[ B MaHepax U rojioce npaButesns M3ymMpymHbIX
[TonuH MHe II0Ka3ajioch YTO-TO CMYTHO 3HAKOMO€, @ IPUCMOTPEBIINCEH U IPUCIYIIaBIINUCh, I e0Ba He
BCKPUKHYJIa OT yOUBJIeHUs: fna 3To ke Kamn! Korpga e oH moBepHYJICA B IpoduiIb, OTIANH [TI0CTIeJHIE
COMHEHUS. DTO OBLI TOUHO OH, MOM CTaphlii 3HAKOMBIN Katin, uepT ero mob6epu! U Kak 3TO BCe TOHMMATh?
Heyxemnu... Her, HeT, 3Toro He MoxkeT O6biTh! OH 4TO, BCe 9TO BpeMs BOOWUJI MEHS 3a HOC? Y HUKAKOM OH
He opraHu3aTop cBaaeb? BoT xke nmpoxopumeli! Teneps MOHATHO, IOYEMY OH TaK CBOOOOHO Pa3TyIUBall I10
OBOPIly ¥ OTKyAa 3HAET, KTO 5 Takas... M, rimaBHoe, pa3obiadyass MeHsI, caM ke U He mipu3Hancs! Bot xke
BPYH... OT OTKpHIBIIETOCS 0OMaHa CTano 00MOHO, YyTh JIM He [0 cJie3. A Bemb 9TO ObUI efBa JIM He
€OUHCTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK B 9TOM MUPE, K KOTOPOMY S MCITBITHIBaja UCKPEHHIOI0 CUMIIATHUIO U faxKe
moBepsina... A oH, oka3wiBaetTcsi, M3ympynuseii Kopons ma ee u 6pat Mmnepartopa. M 4To MHE ¢ 3TUM
Teleph IpUKaxeTe OenaTh?

— YTO0-TO CNIy4mMIIOCh, MUIasi? — OKJIMKHYJIa MeHs IIpo3opiauBas Menanu. — Thl 6yOTO UCIIyranach.

— Hert-HeT, BaM ITOKa3ayIioCh, pe-CEHTa, — S IOCIIEITHO HaTsHYyJa YILIOKY Ha nuilo. — [IpocTo He oxXumana
BcTpeTuTh Ero BenuyecTBo BepToHa BOT Tak IPOCTO pa3ryJIMBaIOIIEro Cpenu rocreit, 6e3 oxpaHbl, U
Oeceqmyromiero ¢ HUMu OYOTO Ha PaBHHIX...

— O, Ero BenuuecTBo BepToH He MpHU3HAET HUKAKUX YCIIOBUH U IIePEMOHUM, — YyTh yCMEXHYIach
Menanu. — [la ¥ 31eCh OH TOXKE SIBJISIETCS JIUIIb OOHUM M3 FOCTEH M He CYNTAeT HYXKHBIM IIPUBIEKAThb K
cebe BHUMaHUe.

— Hy ga, a1 3ametuna... — 4 ellle pa3 YKpagKou nocMoTpena Ha Kaiina, BepHee, Teneps yxke bepTtoHa, u
CHOBA YJIBIOHYJIACh €T0 TEeTE.

Bckope K HaM IPHUCOEIWHUIINCEH OCTABIINECS HEBECTHI: IPUHIIeCca ['Paic B mIaThe KPUIAIIETO aJIoTo
IIBETA, KOTOPOE HEOXKUOAHHO [ejajo ee cTapiie, JIMHAOa, pa3omeTasi B KaKue-TO Mephsi U CKpoMmHuIa Kiep
B Hapsime u3 6apxaTa TaKOTO TYCKJIOTO ¥ HEBEIPA3UTEJIFHOTO OTTEHKA, Oy[ITO OHO BHII[BEJIO Ha COJTHIIE.
Temephb TOCTH BCE Hallle MTOCTOSHHO MOTJISABBAIN B HAIIy CTOPOHY, OMHU C 3aTa€HHBIM JTI0OO0TIBITCTBOM,
OpyTrue — KaK Ha OIMKOBUHHEIX 3BepyueK. Ho BCKoOpe BHUMaHUE BCEX IEPEKITIOYUIOCH Ha
IlepeMOoHUIMeicTepa, BaXKHO BHIIIEAINET0 U3 PACIaXHyTHX TBEpPei.

— HOHpOH_Iy BCeX B TpOHHBIfI 3aJI, — OTJIaCHuJI OH, ITOKJIOHMBHIINCL. — Ero BenuyecTBo CIIyCTUTCHA 4epe3
II49Th MUHYT.

T'ocTu BepeHUllel MOTIHYJIMCH KO BXOMIy BO OBOPILY, Hac ke MenaHU OCTaHOBHIIA:
— M=l mocnnegHue.

Korpa xe u Hallla KOMIIaHUS IIePECTYIINIa IIOPOT 3ajla, Y MeHS U BOBCE BHYTPU BCe CXKaJIOCh, JaxKe JKUBOT
CKpyTuno. f emBa 3aMedalia TOCTeN, KOTOPHIE ajloil CTEHOU BBEICTPOUJIMCH BOOJIb KOBPOBOU TOPOKKH,
BeqyIel OT TJIaBHOTO BXOZa K TPOHY.

— Ero BenuuectBo UmnepaTtop PybunoBbix Ckan AneH Bappriei! — CKBO3b I'yJI B yIlIaX AOHECCS 10 MEHS
TOJIOC IIlepeMOHUNMeNCTepa.

Bckope oBepu B ApyroM KOHIIE 3ajia OTKPBIINCH, ¥ B HUX MOsTBUIICS PyOnHOBEIHM Kopoimb. MyKUMHEL
3aMepiiu Ilepel HUM B IIOKJIOHe, TaMbl — B peBepaHce. [lepeq riasamu Ijiscany MyIIKY, HO s BCe PaBHO
He MOrJIa OTOPBATh OT HEro B3TJIsfa. BHICOKMI, BO BCEM YEePHOM, JIMIIIb BOPOT U MaHXKeTHl 6eJI0i pydaIlku
HECKOJIBKO OXKUBJIAIOT 00pa3, Ha JINIle — HYU TE€HU YJILIOKHW. YBEPEHHOM, Yy Th IOPHIBUCTON ITOXOIKOM OH
IIpoCIieoBal K TPOHY, HO IIpeX[e YeM OIyCTUTHLCS B HeTo, CHepKaHHBIM KUBKOM IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAT BCEX
MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

— Celtuac Bac 1o ouepenu npuriaciat K Ero BenuuecTBy, OynbTe IOTOBEI IOOOUTH K HEMY U BBIPA3UTh
IouTeHNe, — IIelHysIa HaM MesaHu.

Mexny TeM LlepeMOHuNMeNCcTep npenctaBsuil Kaiina, To ects U3ympynHoro Koposis, ¥ TOT, TOXKe IIPOUAS K



TPOHY, OCTQHOBHUJICS 3a CIMHOM Opata. O, 60rH, mojiydaeTcsi, MHe IIPUOETCS IPefcTaTh nepen HUMHU
oboumu?..

[ambie BCe TOT Ke EPEMOHUUMENCTED HAITOMHMJI BCEM O ITpoXonseM HeiHdYe OTOope HEBECT i
HWmnepaTopa, yIIOMSHYJI faXe, YTO OfHAa U3 HAC yKe ycliejla IOKUHYTh ABOpell, He IPOUs IiepBoe
HCITBITAHKE, TIOCJIe YeT0 HaKOHEell OOBSIBUII UMS TIEPBOY MTPETEHOEHTKH:

— Ee BricouecTBo, npuHiiecca KoponercTtBa Candupororo O6maka, I'patic Yocrep...

Kto 6 comMHeBascs, YTO UMEHHO OHA, caMasi POJOBUTAs U3 HaC, «OTKPOET» IePEMOHUI0 3HAaKOMCTBa. Ta ¢
MIPUCYIIUM el JOCTOMHCTBOM IPOIIECTBOBaia K MiMnepaTopy, mpucesa B peBepaHce, IOIy4Ynuia B OTBET
JIETKUY ITOYTUTEJIbHEIN KMBOK U BEepHYJIach 00paTHO.

— Tatipa Konnun, KoponesctBo YepHoro Omnasa... — Hallla IeBYIIKa-OpUI 1 BOBCE BHITIIAOENIA
OTCTpaHeHHOo, OyATO BCe IIPOUCXOMsIIee ee He Kacanock. Bnpouem, MnepaTop Toxke He IPOSBUI K ee
IIepCoHe 3aMeTHOI'0 HHTepeca: BCe Ta K€ X0JI0OOHAas BEXKIMBOCTh U TOJIBKO.

— TI'epuoruns ITaTpucus ®noug...
— T'epnoruns Xenexn ®oug...

YUTO OOgHA, YTO BTOPAsS CECTPa MPOUIIKUCH Tyla U 06paTHO 0e3 JINIITHETO CMYINEHUSs, JaXKe He TOCTECHSINCH
omapuTh MiMmepaTopa KOKETIUBLIMHU YIIHIOKAMHU.

— l'epuoruasa Murtens Tapg...

[TepeMOHUNMENCTED ellle He YCIIe 00 KOHIa OObSIBUTH ee UMsI, a Mulllens yzKe TOPOIJINBO HaIlpaBisiach
K Ero BenuuectBy. 41 ycena 3aMeTHUTh, Kak IIPU Bue Hee Ha nulle U3ympynHoro Kopons mpoMenbKHyITa
yneibka, iMmepaTop ke, HallPOTHUB, KaK-TO HATIPSATCS, HO, TOYHO IIepecenuB cebsi, BCe-TaKu TOXKe
yneIOHYIICS reprioruie. Ho Muliens XBaTHUI0 ¥ 3TOTO HEBHIPA3UTEJIBHOTO IPUBETCTBUS: Ha3ap II0
OOPOKKEe OHA IJia CUss.

— I'paduns Oopotu llepwur...

— I'paduns Jlunpga UToH...

— I'paduns Knep XeHncnu...

HUTak, s mocinenHsis...

— Baponecca JIuasnbs M3puHgXK...

O, 6oru... { cmenana rioy6oKUi BOOX M CTYIIUJIa Ha KOBPOBYIO HOPOXKKY. [Tepen ria3amMy OpomosIzKasio Bce
CKaKaTh, a eUHCTBEHHHIN 3BYK, KOTOPHIM S pa3nmuyana, 6bI7T CTYK MOEero ceppia. He moMHIo, Kak AoIIIa
OO TIPOKJISITOTO TPoHa. CIelIHo mpucesa nepen MmepaTopoM B peBepaHce, U TakK 3Ke TOPOILINBO
BRITPSIMUIIACE. §1 Haxke He coGupanack CMOTPETh Ha HEero, HO OH caM IepexBaTul Moi B3risaa. Cepaile
TIOJICKOYHJIIO K TOPJIy, AbIXaHue crepro. B rina3ax xe AnmeHa Bappres BOPyT MIPOCKONB3HYIIO HEOOYMeHHe,
3aTeM OH IIPUIINYPUJICS U AazKe UyTh IIOAAJICS BIEpPe...

«OH y3HaJl MEHsI», — OCO3HAHUE 3TOT0 B30PBAJIOCh CTPAXOM, 3aCTaBUJIO CEPMIle CAesIaTh KyIbOUT U
3aMepeTh. HeCKOMbKO HECKOHYAaeMBIX CEKYH 5 Kajla, 4YTo MiMmepaTop cefdyac YTO-TO CKaXKeT, HO HeT.
OH BHOBBb OTKHHYJICS Ha CIWHKY TPOHA W €Ba 3aMETHO KUBHYJI, OTIIyCKasi MEHSI.

MozxkeT, ITI0Ka3aJIoCh?..

Y3ke pa3BopaumBasiCh, I IOYyBCTBOBana Ha cebe B3rnan M3ympynaoro Koposs, Ho ynocTauBaTh ero
OTBETHHIM BHUMAaHWEM He IIOCUUTAJa HYKHEIM. [IyCTh BOCIPUHUMAET, KaK X0UeT...

— Ilpa3gHUK IIPOOOJIZKaeTCsa! — 3BIYHO COOOIINII IIEPEMOHUNMENCTED, eBa 5 TOPABHAIACh C OCTAIbHBIMU
HeBecTaMM. — Bce XKeJaloIuie IPUTIalialoTcsa B OaIbHEIM 3a/ OJIs IIePBOT0, OTKPHIBAOIIEro TaHIIA...
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ITepsriit TaHell... Koro xke BeibepeT cebe B mapy MMmepaTop? DTOT BOIIPOC, 6€3YCII0BHO, MYYUJI HE TOIIBKO
MEHSsI: BCE HEeBECTHI ObIIM HAMPSKEHHI 10 TPefeia U, TOYHO CTOBOPUBIINCEH, TPUHSIJINCH SHEPTUYHO
obMaxuBaThCsI BeepaMu. BopoueM, B 6aibHOM 3ajie ¥ 6e3 TOTO Llapuiia AyX0Ta, XOTs BCe IBEPHU TEPpPacCHI,
BBIXOASIIEH B MapK, OBIJIM OTKPBITHI HACTEXb.

— 3anoMHHUTe, — MeXAy TeM Iloydajia pe-CeHTa MeJjlaHU, — BHl He MOXKeTe HU C KeM TaHIleBaThb Ha 9TOM
Oasy, noka Bac He npuriacut Ero BenndecTBo. YkKe nocjie mapTuy ¢ HUM pa3pelraeTcs CTaHIleBaTh C

IMapoMi-TPOMKOM KaBajepos, HO He Ooiee. [la, U He CTOUT OTKa3biBaTh Ero BenmudecTBy BepTony, eciu oH
TOZKEe M3BONUT IIPUTIJIACUTD Bac Ha TaHell. He 3a6rIBaliTe, YTO OH TOXKE OIIEHWBAET U BEIOUpPAeET... TakxKe...

Ho 4To0 oHa roBopuia ganble, s yKe He Cliylllaja: K HaM Hanpasisaicsa MmnepaTop. YBUOes ero,
IPUTUXIIU ¥ OPyTUe HeBeCTH, a MenaHy, yIEIOHYBIINCE, OTOIIIAa B CTOPOHY. MHe ke ceiiuac Gomblile
BCEro XOTeJIOCh Kyna-HUuOynb CIPATATHCS, Ha KPaHUM CITy4dail MPUKPHITE JIUILO0 BeepPOoM, YTOOH! He
Opocaiuch B riiasa MbUTaloye ek, HO 3TUKEeT ToJ00HO0r0 He 03BoJsI. [Ipuniocs npucenaTs B
rIy00KOM peBepaHCe C OCTAJILHBIMU M XKAaTh, HAa KOTO IazgeT BeIOOp Ero BenuuecTsa.

«TOMBKO HE MEHS, TOIbKO HE MEHSH...» — CTyd4aJio B I'OJIOBE.

— Bamrre BricouecTBo, mpoIry, — pyka MMnepartopa nporsaHynack K CandupoBoit npuHiiecce. MOIUTBH
OBLIN YCIIBIIIIAHEL, HO Cephlle BMEeCTO TOr'0, YTOOHl paZloBaThCsl, pa304apoBaHo yxXxHYO0 BHU3. Heyxemnu s
BCe Ke ITOJICO3HaTeNIbHO Xana 3TOTr0 IIPUTlallleHus?

HTax, Bei6op Ero BemnuecTBa GBI cAeaH, mapa HampaBUiIach K IeHTPY 3ajla, HEBECTaM ke 0CTaBaJioCh
JINITh HEPBHUYATH B OKUIOAHUU CJIEOYIOMIETO TaHIa. Pe-ceHTy Menanu TOXKe MPUTIaCU HEKUH COMUTHBIN
TOCIIOAWH C POCKOIITHLIMU YCaMU, U MBI BOBCE OCTA/IMCh OMHHU, PACCEBIINCH [0 AUBAHYUKAM B CIIELIMAIBHO
BBITIEJIEHHOM AJIs1 HAc HUIlle. BriepBble HUKTO HE 3aBOMIWJI Pa3rOBOP, BCE MOJTYaIu M 6€30TPHIBHO
Ha0TI0lay 3a KPyXKAaIMMH IIOJ My3BIKY ITapaMu. IMIepaTop Bejl MapTHEPIIY YMEI0o U HEeNPUHYKAESHHO,
Ta OTKJIMKANach Ha ero OBUXKEHUS TaK JKe JIeTKO U U3SIHO. [IPUIIIOCh MPU3HATh, YTO CMOTPEINUCH OHHU
BMeCTe BeCbMa rapMOHUYHO. U3ympyaHei Kopons Toke MebKaa Cpefy TAaHUIYIOIMINX, OOHAKO MEHS OH
MHTEepPEecoBas Kyfa MeHbIle, fa ¥ YYBCTBO OOMIH Ha HETO HUKAK He JKeJlajio OTIIYCKaTh.

OpxkecTp 3amomnyan, AnneH Bappnei B 3HaK MPU3HATEILHOCTH CKJIOHUI IIepel IPUHIIECCOM TOI0BY, Ta
OTBETHIJIa €My PEBEePaHCoOM, ¥ BCKOpe OHHU 00a OISATh OB 0KOJIO Hac. M BHOBb — CyMacCIIeQIIUI CTYK
ceppala, peBepaHc, B3TJIST B IO ¥ OKUAAHWE BEIOOPA...

— Cenra KonnuH, paspemuTe BaC MPUTTIACUTb...

Tatipa KonnuH, 6praka KOpoIeBCKUX KpoBel. [1oxoxke, oH BeIOUpaeT MO0 1Mo yORIBAaHUIO CTAaTyca
HeBeCTHl, 1100 B TOM Ke 094epPeIHOCTH, KaK MbI ObUIN eMy CerofHs IIpencraBiieHkl. Ho mpu nr06oM TakoM
packiage ObITH MHe mocnenHeti. ChoernaB s ce6si TaKOM BHIBOJI, ST HEMHOTO pacciabusachk: elle ceMb
OMKaNIINX TAHIIEB MHOIO HUKTO He OyIeT MHTepecoBaThCs, HY U nagHo. [loaTomy Korma Tatipa
BepHYy/Iach B conpoBoxkaeHuu Ero BenuuecTsa, s Obljia TOYTH CIIOKOWHA. POBHBIM CYETOM [0 TOTO
MOMEHTa, Kak B3rjsig MmepaTopa OCTaHOBUJICS Ha MHe.

— CeHTa MSpI/IHJI}K, — IIPOU3HEC OH, U IIPOTAHYJI MHE€ PDYKYy. — CJ'IBI[YIOH_II/Iﬁ TaHell s X0TeIll ORI CTaHIIeBaAThb
C BaMHu.

Cepaile 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH, @ HOTH OCJIa0iIH, TPO3s IMTOOOTHYTHCS B CEAYIONUIYIO CEKYHY.
— ITa, KOHEYHO, — MO TOJIOC MTPO3BYyYasl TUXO U XPUILIIO.
§1 BMOKWMIIa PyKy B €0 JafioHb, ¥ Cpa3y OILIyTHIIA, KaK Ta ropsiya 0 CPAaBHEHUIO C MOEH.

K menTpy 3aa 1ia CJI0BHO IO BOAE: KaXK[IBIH IIar aBaJiCs TskKejaee OOBIYHOTO. f MOYTH HUYEro He
BHU[IENIA U HE CIIBIIIajia BOKPYT, Jaxe MY3bIKy, BMECTO Hee B yIlaxX U I'PYOu 0TOMBAJIO OEIIeHBIN PUTM
cepnue. OpHa namoHbs MIepaTopa onmycTujiack MHE Ha TajIuio, IaJIbIbl BTOPOM NEepPensieiich C MOUMU —
¥ BHyTpU Bce o6Mepiio. HaBaxmeHue Kakoe-To... Heykenu s Tak 60I0Ch €T0, YTO eIBa Pa3yM HE TEPSIO?
HeT, AninHa, HY?KHO HEMHOT'O IPUUTH B cebs1, nHa4e mo goOpa 3To He AoBemeT. Tak... YTo MHe Hafo
menaTh? AX ma, ToXKe IOJIOXKUThH eMy PYKY Ha 1jiedo... Y, rmaBHOe, He 3a0CTPSATh BHUMaHNUEe Ha CBOUX
omytieHusiXx. HUKakux 4yBCTB ¥ 3MOILIMH, X0JIOJHAs T'0JI0OBa — MOJIOBUHA yCIieXa I000T0 MEPOIPUSITHS.

W BOT s yKe ToxKe jeuy B TaHIle ¢ PyouroBsiM Koposiem... OH yBiIeKaeT MeHs 3a CO00¥M, MHE OCTaeTCs
JIUIIL [IOBUHOBATHCS U [OBEPUTHCS eMy. ['0510Ba UOET KPYyTrOM U 3axBaThIBaeT AyX... Bce KaXeTcs KaKuM-TO
HepeaylbHBIM, HEMaTepHUaabHEIM, OYITO BO CHE...

g CTapaljiaCb HE CMOTPETH Ha I/IMHepaTopa, OH XK€, HAaIIPOTHB, He CIIyCKaJl C MEHJ I'/la3, TOYHO u3y4asa U
IIPOXKUTrasad HaCKBO3b.



— I'me s1 MOT BUIETH Bac? — BOPYT CIIPOCHUII OH, U sT COMJIACh C PUTMa.
EnBa He CIOTKHYNAcCh, HO AjjieH Bapprieil ycren moaxBaTUTh MEHsI, He JaB OKOH(DY3UTHCH.

— 9T10 HEeBO3MO2KHO, — OTBE€THUJIA 4 IIOYTHU IIIEeIIOTOM. — M=u1 HHUTIOe He MOTJIM BCTPeYdYaThCsd, Baine
BenuuecTBo... 4 mo OT6opa HUKOTrOa He ITOKHaanaa CBOETo goMa...

— A rge BauI foM? — BOIIPOC IIPO3ByYasI Kak IIPOBoKanus. MiMnepaTop SBHO COMHEBAJICSI B MOEM OTBETE U
TIBITAJICS IIOAJIOBUTH MeHs. — OTKyna BEL pOOOM?

Otkyma st pogom?.. O, 6oru... YTo Ke TaM HamucaHoO B Moux Oymarax?.. He moMHIO, COBCEM HE IIOMHIO...

AnmHa, HY KaK Tak MOXKHO?.. ¢ He Ha ITyTKy 3anaHuUKoBasa. Heyxkenu s OCTYIUIIOCh Ha TaKOM MeJioun?

F'ocniopmu, Kakoit TaM Ob11 ropon? Ho B ronose mo-npexxHeMy OBIIO IIYCTO, TOYHO KTO-TO ITOATEP HYXKHYIO
nHbOopManuio nacTUkoM. Torga s pemmusna AelcTBOBaTh OT IIPOTUBHOTIO.

— Bu1 mpoBepsieTe MeHs, Bame BenmuuecTBo? — s1 ¢ TPYZOM 3acTaBuiia cedst ToCMOTPeTh Ha PyOmHOBOTO
Kopons npsmo. Ceituac, Ipu CBeTe COTEH JIaMII, ero Ijla3a He Ka3aJluCh TaKUM YePHBEIMHU, KaK TOTrAa y
MOPps, a TproOPEN TETJIBIM OTTEHOK FOPHKOTO IITOKOoJIafa. [Ipasma, OT 9TOT0 OHU He CTalll MeHee
IPUTATATEIBHBIMYU M 3aBOpaKUBaKIIUMU. — Benr BB He MOXKeTe He 3HaTh, OTKyHa S POAOM... Y Bac xXe
€CTb [OChe Ha BCeX Hac.

Harmo mnst HeBeCTHI? HaBepHoe. Ho sTo Bce k JIydiie, 4eM pO6eTB 1 MATBCSA, BEI3BIBAA €I1e GoJIbIIINe
COMHEHMUSA.

Peakums moria GbITE CaMO¥ HETIPEOCKa3yeMOU, BIJIOTh A0 TOTO, YTO MiMmepaTop paccBUpEIeeT U ToOT9ac
BBITOHUT MEeHS U3 OBopla. Mnu ke nmpumeT urpy...

Ha ry6ax Annena Bapprnest npomMenbKHYJIa JierKas yiibl0Ka, U s [OHsIa, YTO II0Ka MeHs IIPOHEeCTIO.
— To ecTb BB HUKOTTIa He ObIM B buaTpe? — ellle oquH HEOTHO3HAYHBIN BOIIPOC.
Ho na Hero s orBetuna yxe Kyga 6ojee yBepeHHO:

— Her. IIpoctuTte, Bamre BenudecTBo... Bel MeHs ¢ KeM-To nyTaeTe. CoxKaelo, eCId BaM 3TO HEIIPUSTHO
CITBEIIIAaTh, — HoOaBuila COBCEM THXO U, COAB IIO3UIIMKM OKOHYATEILHO, OTBEJIA I'jIa3a.

My3bIKa CTHUXJIa, a MMIepaTop elre KakKoe-TO BpeMsi IIPOJI0JIzKall yIepKHUBaTh MEeHS B O0BATUSIX, OYIOTO
cobupa’scs 4To-TO elle cKa3aTh. HakKOHEeIl OH OTIIYCTHUJI MEHS, M B TOT MUT, KOT[Ia €T0 PyKa IIOKUHYJIa MO0
Tanuio, 1 yBUMeENa Ha Hel nepcTeHb. HeoObyaiHO KpynHas XKeMUyKHUHA B OKPYKEHUU POCCHIITN PYOMHOB.
XKemuyxuHa... BriepBrle BCTpedarw 3[eCh, Ha Cyllle, YKpallleHUe C XKeM4YyroM, [a ellle U Ha MyXK4UHe.
Ecnu TonbKo... ECIiM TONMBKO 3TO HE €CTh TOT CaMbI¥ XalJioT, KOTOPBIY s UIly. MeHsI BHOBb OKaTHUIIO
BOJIHOU JKapa, a cephle 3aMeTajIoCh B IPyAH, KaK IITalllKa, ITolaBllas B 3alafHio. B Ty ke CeKyHOy
no3abruta o 6mu3octu UMnepaTopa, MOTJjia IyMaTh TOIBKO O €TI0 KOJIBIIE.

Heyxenu sto Xamiot? LIBeT, pa3Mep... Bce moutu cxogutcs ¢ pacckazamu JIuuans. Ho nouemy B
nepcTtHe? U Kak g cpa3y He 3aMeTusa?

— Brnaropapro 3a TaHell, ceHTa M3puHOXK, — BBEIAEPHYN MeHs U3 pa3gyMuli ronoc PyobunoBoro Kopors.
— ITpuMuTe MO0 B3aUMHYIO OJ1aromapHOCTh, Ballle BenuyecTBO, — 51 BOBpeMsI BCIIOMHUIIA O PEBepaHce.

OH BHOBBb IPEJIOXKUII MHE PYKY, YTOOB HOBECTH 00PATHO K HEBECTAM, U S HEPEIIUTEILHO B351J1a €T0 IO
JIOKOTb.

Cnepyrolel cHacTIMBUIIEH CTajlla OfHA U3 OMU3HAIIEK. JIyyack caMO¥ XKM3HEPaAOCTHOM YILIOKOM, OHa
yrmopxHyna 3a MmepaTopoM, OCTaBUB CECTPY IIEPEXKUBATH, T0OYEMY TOBEJIUTESh BEIOPAJI He ee. Y MeHS XKe
B T'OJIOBe OBINT ITOTHBIM KaBapHak, S He 3Haja, 3a KaKyio MBEICIb YXBAaTUTLCS U KaKas U3 HUX BOJIHYET MEHS
0oJIbIlle: BO3MOXKHBIN XalaoT B iepcTHe MMnepaTopa UM ero Iofo3peHus HacuyeT MeHs?

— HakoHell-To npuiiien ¥ MO¥ 9ac, — 3HAKOMBIHM I'0JIOC IIPO3ByYasa C3adM, IOYTHU Haf CaMBIM YXOM,
3aCTaBUB MEHS PE3KO 00EPHYTHCS.

Karin. Bepree, U3ympynubili Koponb. OH cMOTpes Ha MeHSI C YCMEIIKOU U, KaXeTCsl, HU4YyTh He
4yBCTBOBaJI Ce0s1 BUHOBATHIM.

— Temephb U 1 MOTy IPUTJIACUTDL Bac Ha TaHel], ceHTa MapuHaxX. Hapgelocs, BEl He OTKaXxKeTe MHe?

— Bamre BenmmuecTBo, — 5 pacTsHysa ry0sl B yIbIOKe, — pa3Be s MOTY BaM OTKa3aTh? TeM caMbIM g
Hapyuly npaBuia...

— Brnepsele s pan 3TUM AypalKUM IpaBuilaM, — OH raJaHTHO IIOKJIOHUJICS.



Temnepb MHe IPUIIJIOCH BO3BPAlllaThCS B LIEHTP 3ajla, HO yX&Ke B colmpoBoxkaeHuu Maympynuoro Kopomns. 13-
3a OPOYMX MBIC/IEN MOs 00Ma Ha HETO HECKOJIBKO ITOYTUXJIa, HO 3a0kIBaTh O HEH 5 ITOKa He cobupasacse.
Bonbiryo 4acTh TaHIla MBI IPOKPY2KUJIM B MOT4aHUHU, KoTopoe Kalin-BepToH BCce-TakKu HapyLUINI IIEPBBIM.

— Br1 He XkOeTe oT MeHsI HUKaKUX OOBSICHEHUN? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— A pasBe g Mory ux TpeboBaTb, Balle BenmudecTBO? — C BEI30BOM OTBETHJIA 1. — B CcBeTe OTKPHIBIIUXCS
00CTOATENBCTB, II0JIaraio, 4To HeT.

— DTO HUYETO HEe MEHSET, — KOpOJ‘IB IIBITAJICA II€PEXBATUTH MOMU B3TJISA, HO S €ero CTapaTeJIbHO OTBOOHUIIA.
— MeHsieT, — 0TO3Banach s C TrOpeYblo. n I[O6aBI/IJ'Ia C HaxXXuMoM: — Bamre BenuuecTso...

My3keiKa KaCKaZioM IIOTeKJIa BHU3 U cTuxjia. OCTAHOBUJINCH U TaHLyIOIIUe napksl. 1o 3aKOHY IOAIOCTH 110
COCefCTBY C HaMu OKa3aJics u MMmepaTop co CBOell mapTHepIel, BOT TOJIBKO CMOTPETI OH He Ha Hee, a Ha
Hac ¢ MsympynmueiM KoponeMm. 'nma3a Asnena Bappiest ObUIH 9yTh IPUIIYPEHBI, OyATO OH IBITAICS ITOHSTH,
0 YeM MBI TOBOPHUM.

— IIpocTtuTe, Balre BenuuecTBo, — 51 OCIeITHO u300pa3uia mepen Katinom-BepToHom peBepaHc u
OBICTPO, HACKOITHKO TTO3BOJISINIM I00KK ¥ KabIIyKu, HalpaBUIaCh K BEIXOMY B TapK.

OT nmepeXXuWBaHUY NOCJIEIHUX YaCOB BHYTPHU BCE TbIIajio, COMBas OAbIXaHME W TyMaHs pa3yM, U MHE IIPOCTO
HeoOxonuM OBbUI I'JIOTOK CBEKEeTro Bo3ayxa. 4 BEICKOYMIIA Ha VIIUILY U IPUCIOHUIACH CIIMHOM K IIPOXIagHOMN
KOJIOHHe. Ho MHe ¥ MUHYTHI HE y[aJoCh IOOLITh B OQUHOYECTBE, eT0 BHOBb Hapywuuna U3yMpymHbIH
Koporns.

— JIMH3Ib... — OH OCTAHOBWJICS IIEPEO MHOUW. — MHe, HaBEpHOe, BCe Ke HYyKHO 00BbICHUTHCS. I oOManyn
Bac, CeHrta...

— He cTourt Baiue, Bamre BenuyecTBo, — A BHIIIPSAAMUIIACE U paclpaBuia niedyu. — YTo I103BOJIEHO
HOnuTepy, TO He TTO3BOJIEHO OHIKY...

— YT0? — B ero B3rngge OTPA3UJIOCE HEJOYMEHUe.
Hy Hoa, g4 XKe 3a65ma, YTO HE JOMa U B 3TOM MHPE CJIBIXOM HE€ CJIBIXHMBAJIM TaKOI'O BEIPA2KE€HUA.

— 4 umena B BUOy, 94TO B BallleM IIOJIOZKE€HUU HET HeOﬁXOJII/IMOCTI/I OIMPaBOEBIBATLECA II€epen HEKOU CEHTOH,
Oaze eCJId Bbl KOTroa-TO YTAauJIU OT Hee IIpaBay...

— U Bce Xe 51 00BSICHIOCH, — TBEPOO IIPOU3HEC OH. — 51 HEHAaBUXKY BCSIKHE IIePEMOHUH, TTI03TOMY JTI00ITI0
[IyTeIIeCTBOBATh MHKOTHUTO U TaK Ke, He Ha3blBasi ce0s1, 06IIAaThCs C IPOCTEIMU JTIONbMH. ..

— YTo0 X, XOpollee pa3BiedeHne, Bame BennuyecTBO, — S C yCMEIIIKOHU ITOBeJIa IIJiedaMu.
— He Hapo, JIuaanb... — Koposnbs crnerka momopiruicsi. — He Hago Ko MHe oOpaIiaThcs Tak 0pUIIHAIbHO...

— A Kak ke MHe K BaM o0pallaTbCsi? — sI BO33pHUJIach Ha HETo ¢ BompocoM. — Katin? Beptou? CeHT
Bappneii? U ma, MHe, ciiydyaeM, He OTPYOSIT I'OJIOBY, €CJIM 51 TaK OyAy Ha3bIBaTh CaMOTO IIPaBUTENS
W3ympynHBIX [TomuH?

— OTpyO6sT royoBy?

KaxeTcs, s1 CHOBa BeIpa3uiach He TakK, Kak MIPUHATO B ['apriee. A, MOXKeT, y HUX AeHUCTBUTEIIFHO HE PyOST
T'OJIOBBI IIPECTYITHUKAM?

— KazusaT, — nosicHusa 1. — MeHs He Ka3HAT 3a 3T0? He HakaxXyT?

— Her, s He gomyllly 3TOT0, — «YCIIOKOMI» MeHsI Kopons. — Ho xoTst 6bI HaemuHe MBI MOXKeM O0IIaThCs
0e3 nmuimHero oduiro3a? Benb paHbIlle 3TO MOTy4Yanoch. A Ha3kIBaTh MEeHSI MOXKeTe, KakK xotuTe: Kaim —
Moe BTOpoe uM4. Y Hac, Bapprees, y Bcex IBOUHBIE UM€EHA, TOJIBKO BTOPOE UCIIOIb3yeTCSI OYEeHb PenKo.
IIymaro, MHOTHE [axke U He CIIbImanu o Hux. 9 — Bepron Kaiin Bappine, Mot 6paT — AnneH Parmenn
Bappmneii... Tak 4TO g jraj BaM JIMIIb B OGHOM — IPUYMEHBIINII CJIeTKa CBOU cTtaTyc, — bepTon-Kaiin
XUTPO ynbIOHYJICA. — Tak Kak? 1 mporen? [TompoOyem 06IIaThCs, KaK paHbIe?

— A xax Ummepatop, He O6ymeT nmpoTuB? Bce-Taku st moKa Hax0Xych Ha ero OT6ope, — HAIIOMHUJIA 5.

Mos o6upma ITOCTEeIIeHHO CAyBaach, yCTyHas MeCTO IpeXKHeHl OpyKeCcKou cuMmatuu K U3yMpynHOMY
Koposmto. OmHaKO Temneph Ha UTPOBOM I10JIe OBLI ellle U ero OpaT ¢ Kyga G0JIbIINMY ITPUBUIETUSIMHU, U C
3TUM CTOHUJIO CUMTATHLCA. [la ¥ B3TIAML], Kakue MMmepaTtop OGpocall Ha MeHs IIOcJie TaHIa ¢ bepToHoM-
KaiimoMm... Kak ObI He BBIIIIIO HEIPUSATHOCTEM.

— A MBI €My He CKaxeM, — 3aropopinunku npousnec Kopone M3ympynueix [LonuHE u coenan mar B



CTOPOHY, STBHO HaMePHUBAsICh MTOKUHYTL MeHs. — U, ma... 51 o4eHb HaieI0Ch, YTO BBl IPOBAIUTE 3TOT
OT60p, — Ha 3TOM OH IOIMUTHYJI MHE ¥ OBUHYJICS IPOYb, OTCTABJISISI MEHS B ellle O0JIbIIeM
3aMelIaTelbCTBe.

C yMma coiiTH... {1 pa3BepHYJach U TeIephb IpuxkKajachk K X0JIOMHOM KOIOHHE 160M. B 3TOT MOMEHT s
YyBCTBOBasia ce0si MyXOH, IOMaBIlIel B MayTUHY: YeM OTYassHHEH IbITal0Ch U3 Hee BEIOPAThCs, TeM OObIIe
B He¥ morpssaio. XamnoT, iMmnepaTop, Temeps emle u ero 6part... JIuHanb, 4To0 Tebs... CKopen yxe
BO3Bpalllaiicsa U caMa BeIOupaiics U3 aToro nabupuHral

4 cnycTtunack ¢ Kpelnblla U Io0pesia o MyCTHIHHON 1apKOBOM IOPOXKKe, IOACBeYeHHOU BIONb GoHAPSIMU.
B 3a; Bo3BpalaTeCsa COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh, KaK U BUJETh HEBECT-COIlePHUL] BO Iriiase ¢ Menasu... I[IycTs
TAHLYIOT cBoM napTuu ¢ UMnepaTopoMm, Hy a 51 y&Ke «0TCTpensanach». BoH ellle Muiliesis He CJI0OBUJIa CBOO
«MHHYTY CUaCThsI»... [lomyMana o6 3TOM, TpeAcTaBuiIa — ¥ BHYTPHU MeHsS OyATO YTO-TO IIapamHyno. YTo-To
OTHAJIEHHO MOX0XKee Ha peBHOCTh. Ho 3To Beds He MOXKeT OBITH OHA, BepHO? C 94ero MHEe PEBHOBATh 3TOTO
«pyOMHOBOT'0 KOPOJIMIIKY», KaK Ha3klBaeT ero JInHans? MeHs OH UHTEPECYeT TOJILKO B OTHOIIEHUU
Xanmora, KOTOPHIM, BO3MOXKHO, Telleph YKpalllaeT ero IIpaByio pyKy. Y ecnu 3To gelCTBUTEIBHO TOT
cambIf 3aBeTHHIN apTedakT 2KeMuyKHEIX BOTH, TO Hy?KHO XOPOIIIEHbKO 001yMaTh, KaK 3aBlafieTh UM, BeIb
C majiblla ero TaK IPOCTO He CHUMeIb... Ho criepBa Hazio He 3a0bITh OTIIPaBUThL KpacaBumka K CeHTe
®dunK, cooOIUTh U el 0 XamnoTe. be3 yKa3aHus «CBBIIIE» MPEANPUHUMATL TOYHO HUYEro He Oymy...

BBIHBIDHYB M3 CBOMX PAa3MHBIIIIEHWH, ST CIIOXBATHUIIACh, YTO OTOIIJIA CITUIIKOM [ajieKo OT ABOPIA, U
nocremwnsa Ha3an. OqHAaKO KaK-TO HEOXKUIAHHO 3aleTlIsijia U B KOHI[e KOHIIOB BBIIIAa HECKOJIBKO B MHOM
MecTe. ITO OBUIO HO-IIPEKHEMY 3allafHOE KPEIIO, TOJIBKO MY3HIKa JIUJIaCh C OPYTOM CTOPOHEI, 30ECh XKe
OBLIO MOYTH GE3JTI0AHO, JTUIIE Y TUXO0 XKypdalnero GoHTaHa CTOSII MyXK4YuHA. 51 3aMemIniia 1ar, meTasch
ero pasrnsangeTs. Ha nmoMoms npunia gyHa, B ClIefyiolee MTHOBEHNE BEIHBIPHYB U3-3a TY4H.
CepeOpUCTHIMA CBET yIIaJl Ha JIULIO YeJIoBeKa, U cephlle IpenaTelbCKu eKHyo: Mmnepartop. 9
OCTaAHOBHMJIACh B HEPEMMUTEIbHOCTH. OH TOXKe YBUOEN MEHS, HO C MeCTa He COBUHYJCS. Tak MBI CTOSITIN
HEU3BeCTHO CKOJILKO BpeMeHU U IIPOCTO IJIsSneNu Opyr Ha apyra. Ho norom MMnepaTop BOpyT
IIOKAQYHYJICSA, KaK OT yIapa, CO CTOHOM CXBATUJICS 3a I'PYOb U COTHYJICS IIOIIOJIaM.

— Bamre BennuecTBo, — s1 cOpBaiachk C MecTa u 6pocusach K HeMy.
— AnneH! — BHe3aITHO M3-3a yriia BeiGexaia Muilesnb U ToXKe YCTpeMunIach K MiMmnepaTopy.
A elle yepe3 MTHOBEHUE, y2Ke C OPYTOM CTOPOHBI IBOPIIA K HEMY Heccs ero 6par.

IIyMaTh 0 TOM, OTKy[ia OHU BCe 3[eCh B3SIUCh B OOHY MUHYTY, OBIJIO HEKOTIa. B MOMeHT, Korfia s
npubnm3ninack, UMmepaTop, IPomosiKas AepKaThCs 3a IPyab, KakK pa3 MBITAJICS CEeCTh Ha O0OPTUK
¢onTana. C pa3Hulel B CEKyHOy PsIAOM OKa3ajach MHUIIIENb.

— Bamie BenuuecTBO, KaK BHI?
— AJseH, 94TO CIIy4YHMIIOCh?

CBOM BOIIPOCH! MBI BBLIIAIXIIM IIOYTH OGHOBPEMEHHO U TAK XK€, HE CTOBAPHUBASICh, IOTAHYIUCH K HEMY,
Xxejiast moMoyb. OMHAKO peaKlys ero Obljia HEeOXUOAHHOM.

— 4 B mopsinke! — PHIKHYJI OH C pa3gpakeHueM, U MBI ¢ Mulliesb OTIIATHY/INUCEH B UCIIyTE.
— Annen? — teneps yke u BepTton Katin OvIIT TYT.

— 4 B mopsigke, — mpouenuin Ero BennyecTBO CKBO3b 3yOH M BHOBL CBEPKHYII Ha HAC I'Jla3aMu: —
Yxooute, CEHTHI...

— Annen...? — IIpoiierTaia Muitens, SBHO PacCTpOEeHHad ero prﬁOCTBIO.

YTo rOBOPUTHL, MEHS TOXKE 3a[leJI0 TaKoe obpaleHue, X0TS S ¥ He coOupanachk gejiaTh U3 3TOr0 Tpareguio.
Ho ugTo Bce-Taku npou3onuio ¢ HUM? EMy Begb TBHO 60/IBbHO... BO3MOXKHO, OH KPUYUT Ha HAC, IIOTOMY YTO
He X04eT IIoKa3aTh CBOIO CJ1aboCTh?..

— Crynaiite, ceHTH, cnymanTe Ero BenuuecTBo, — a BOT U TETYIIKa TOXKe TYT KakK TyT. — Bo3Bpaiaitecs
Ha Gan. U mepxkwute A3BIK 3a 3y6amMu. MMnepaTop CKOPO BEPHETCS K I'OCTSIM...

— Ho...

— IMomnu, — 51 caMa B3sia MuUIens 3a PyKy U moTaluia 3a coboit. — Tel 3a6si1a? [Ipuka3 MMmepatopa
HY2KHO BBITIOJTHSITh.

— Ho s 60tock 3a Hero, JInH3Ib, — T71a3a repuorudu Tapa ObLIM HATIOTHEHEI CJIe3aMU. — BOPYT C HUM
OymeT Tak XKe, Kak Torga?

— Kak korma? — yToO4HUIIA 5, XO0Ts U 0e3 3TOro JoraabiBajach, 0 YeM OHa.



— Korpa s mamia ero Ha 6epery Mopst 6e3 cCoO3HaHHUs, — ee rojoc ynan. — OH mpuliies B ce0si TOJIBKO K
YTPY CIIEOYIOIIEro OHS...

— Ho 49TO C HUM CIIYYHIIOCh? — CIIPOCHJIA S C 3aMUPAHUEM.

— HeBaxHo... — Mwuiiens, CIOXBaTUBIINCE, YTO COOITHYJIA JTUITHET O, TIOTBITAJIaCh OTMAaXHYThCSI, HO 5
TOXe pelnsa He OTCTYIaTh.

— Hert yxk, pa3 cka3sana «a», TOBOPHU U «03», — nmoTpebdoBana .
— TombKO TH BeOb HUKOMY HE CKaXKeIlllb? — OHa II0CMOTpesia Ha MEeHS YMOJISIOIIE.

— MHe He C KeM JeJIUThCsS CeKpeTaMu, — YCMexXHyJjach si, — TeM 6ojiee uyxkumu. Ho oberriaio, 4To He
MIPOTOBOPIOCH HUKOMY [lazke CIIydaiHOo.

Muiiiens elle HEMHOTO IIOME[JINIIA, 60pHCB CO CBOMMH COMHEHHSIMHU, HO BCe K€ IIPOMN3HECIIa:

— T'oBopsiT, uTo Ha Ero BennuyecTBO KTO-TO BO3[EeMCTBOBA 3anNpeTHOM Maruei. Y ecnu OBl s1 He HAIllJIa eTo
TaMm, Ha 6epery, To OH MOT OBl YMEPETh...

XM, a BOT TyT s OHI ITocmiopuJia, 6yaromapst Komy MiMmepaTtop elre KUB, HO IPUAETCS, KaK cKa3aja
Menanu, mepxkaTh SI3bIK 3a 3y0amMu. MOU-TO CEKPET MOXKET CTOUTh MHE KU3HMU.

A BOT c PyOGuuoBEIM KoposieM Bce 04eHb CTPAHHO... [lomy4JaeTcsi, y HEero eCTb HegpyT, XeJIalolluil eMy
cMmeptu? Haperocs, 9To0 He MoU 3pellHuY nanodka, [lapuc IV, pemun okasaTe MHE IOOOEPKKY TaKUM
CIIOCOOOM?..
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— A Temeph paccKa3blBal, YTO IPOU30LULUIO? — MesaHu IIJIOTHO IPUKPEHLIa IBEPh UMIIEPAaTOPCKONU
CIIanbHU.

— KaxeTcst, KTO-TO BHOBb ITBITAJICSI MCIOIb30BaTh HAa MHE 3allpeTHOe 3aK/IMHAHWe, — OTBETHJI AJIJIEH,
noTupasi rpyob. BHyTpH elle mynbcupoBaia 601k, HO B I[€JIOM OH YK€ YYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s MOPAOKOM
nyumte. — Ho amyneT orpa3un 60IbLIVIO €T0 YaCTh, MEHS JIUIL 3a7iefI0 HEMHOTO. ..

— Bupuius, a THI He X0OTeJI ero HajeBaTh, — C YKOPOM IIPOM3HECIIa TETyIIKa U TO2XK€ MHCTUHKTUBHO
OOTPOHYJIAaCh OO CBOET0 KYyJIOHA.

— 4 "He myMar, 9To ogo0HOe MOXKeT IIPOU30MTH Ha 6aiy, B MoeM e mBoplie! — AjjieH B ceprlax
TPSAXHYII TOJIOBOM.

— DTO 3HAYHUT, YTO TOT, KTO YIIPABISIET 3TOM Marmew, yKe IPOHUK BO OBOPEI], — IIPOTSIHYI 3ayM4YUBO
BepToH.

— Bonee Toro, 0oH GBI TOHEe-TO COBCEM PSAAOM B TOT MOMEHT, — momxBaTui MMmepaTop. — Maruei Takoro
YPOBHS 6€3 YCUIUBAIOIINX KPHUCTAJIJIOB HEBO3MOXKHO YIIPABIISATh Ha JaJIeKOM PacCTOsTHUM. Ho KpucTamib
BO OBOPEIL] HE3aMETHO ITPOHECTH HEJTb35I, OHU CIIHUIIKOM I'POMO3OKHU. M mpEenIonoXuTh, YTO IelCTBOBAIA
OTKy[a-TO U3BHE TOXKE HEBO3MOXKHO: IBOPEIl HaXOOUTCS IIOA 3alUTHRIM KyIojaoM. O6 3ToM 3Halo BCe,
make geTH. BEIXOOUT, 3TOT YeJIOBEK TOXKE MPUCYTCTBOBAJ Ha Oany nubo OH OguH U3 CyT... Hago y3HaTh,
He IIOSIBUJICS JIX B IIITaTe 0OCJIYTH KTO-TO HOBBIM B OCIIEOHEE BPeMs.

— 4 3aiMyCh 3TUM, — IpPenioxuil bepToH.
— Cnacu60, — AJjieH KOPOTKO KUBHYII.

— A TBI, MUJIBIM, HUKOTO He BUIEJ IIepen TeM, KaK IOYyBCTBOBAJI ygap? — IOWHTepecoBanack Menasu. —
U oTkynma okojio TeOs1 oKa3anuch Muiesnb 1 Ta ceHTa, JInHamb MapuHak? Bo3M0KHO, 3TO KTO-TO U3 HUX?
Munrens 51, KOHEYHO, IOL03PEeBal0 MeHbIlle OCTAJIbHBIX, & BOT CEHTY M3puHIXK...

— Het! — onm IIPOU3HECIM 3TO OOJHOBPEMEHHO C BepTOHOM, u AJeH ¢ yYOouBJIEHHMEM IIOCMOTpPeII Ha 6paTa.

— BuI Tak eOUHOOYUIHEL, — yCMEXHyJIach Ha 3T0 Menanu. — Y oTKya Takas yBEPEHHOCTD, YTO 3TO HE
oHa?

— OHa mosIBHJIaCh HE3amoJIro 0o TOTo, KaK BCe 9TO IIPOU3OIIIIO, — BCE ellle MOTJIsSakBas Ha 6paTa, OTBETHII
AnneH. — ¢4 BuAen ee o BCeTo, ¥ OHA TOXKe 3Hajla, 4TO s CMOTPIO Ha Hee. JTa CeHTa HUYero He aeana
TAKOr'o, YTO MOTIJIO XOTsI OBl OTHAJIEHHO MOXOOUTH Ha HMCIOJIb30BaHUe Maruel. M, kaxkeTcsl, oHa Obljla YeM-
TO o3abo4yeHa ¥ Jaxke pacTepsjiach, YBUOEB MeHS.

AnrneH caM He MOHUMAJI, IOYEMY TaK IOAPOOHO BCEe PACIIMCHIBAET U IMBITAETCS 3AIIUTUTL 9Ty CEHTY, U
VOUBJIISIICST, YTO CTOJIb MEeTaIbHO MOMHUT TOT MUHYTHEIM 00MeH B3TnsAgaMu. BopoueM, HET, K yeMy
oTpuIath oueBugHOE? IIpoCcTo 9Ta meBYIIKa C IEPBHIX XK€ CeKyH[, Korfaa ellle TOJIbKO Ijia 10 KOBPOBOU
DOPOXKKe K ero TPOHY, HallOMHUJIa eMy Ty caMylo He3HaKOMKY, KOTOPYIO OH Bufesl, npebriBas Ha IpaHU
XKU3HU U cMepTH. Ee riaza, TeMHO-3€eJIeHBIN MajaxuT, 3aCTaBUJIN cepne AnjieHa Ha MUT OCTAHOBUTHCH.
Pa3Be moryT y KOro-To eme ObITh Takue riasa?.. Oguako JImaame MapuHAXK oTpuLiana, YTO OHU KOTha-
00 BULENUCH, ¥ ee NOBOML Ka3alIuch BIONHe yOenuTenbHEIMU. Ho Kak TpOBepUTH HaBepHSKA: ee CJIoBa
— IIpaBAa WU JIOXKb?

— Homyctum... — MenaHu CKJIOHUIIA rOJIOBY Ha 60K. — Ha Murrens y Te6s1 Toe MOJO3pEHUS He [1afalorT,
BEpPHO?

Ho c oTBeToM ero omnepenun bepToH, HacMeIUBO GBIPKHYB:

— Muitens HaCTOJIBKO 000KaeT Halero AnjeHa, 4YTO caMa Oymoe 3aluInaTh ero Ao IoCIegHed Kamiu
KPOBH.

— YTo X, TOrza Halll Bpar MO-IPexXHEeMY OCTAaeTCs B TeHU, — MeJjlaHu MeOJIeHHO IIPOIIIach II0
KoMHaTe. — Temeps, AnneH, Tebe Hy>KHO OBITH ellle BHUMAaTeJIbHEeH U OCTOPOKHEH.

— MHe KaxeTcs, B OyuKaiime JHU MOXKHO He JKOaTh HallaJeHus, — IPennonoXxuil bepton. — OH yxe
TIOHSJI, YTO y AJJIeHa eCTh 3alluTa, ¥ OyoeT uCKaTh CIiocob o0ouTH ee.

— Ho Bmepenu mopora B ANIIaHUT, — HAlOMHUJIA TeTs. — JlBa OHS B IIyTH, OOHA HOYb IT0[ OTKPHITHIM
HeOOM...

— 4 pacnopsixkych, YTOOHI B COITPOBOXKIEHME BKIIOYNUIU TOJILKO IIPOBEPEHHLIX CIIYT U I'BaprenIes, —
oTo3Bascsa AmneH. — [la, CIIy?XKaHOK, KOTOPhIe HEBECTHI IpuBenu ¢ coboii, Toxe... Hourlo y Kaxkmon



MajiaTKA HeBeCT IMOCTaBUM OXPaHy, YTOOHI CIeOUIIM 3a KaXK/IBIM KX IIIaTr0M, B OPOTe 3a CEHTaMHU TOXe
YCTaHOBUM HaOJII0meH1e.

— To ecTh THI BCe K€ OOIMYCKAEITh MBICJIb, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh OOHA M3 HEBECT? — 3aMHTEPECOBAJICH
BepToH.

— 4 He uCKIIIOYal0 TaKyl BO3MOXKHOCTh, — CYX0O OTBETUJI AJIJIEH.

— K cnoBy, pa3 MH y2Ke 3arOBOPUJIM O HEBeCTaX, — MeJjlaHu JIETOHBKO CTyKHYJIa BEEPOM II0 IIJIeYy
IJIeMsHHUKa. — THI He 336HJ'I, qTO CerogHda Te6e HY2KHO 6YJJ;6T OTIIPABUTL OOHY U3 HUX ﬂOMOﬁ? ThI YXKe
BBIOpAJI, KTO 3TO Oymet?

AnyeH ycTano KadHyJ TOJIOBOM:

— TpynmHO ckazaTk. 4 OBl OTIIPABUII BCEX, — HO BCIIOMHUB O AEBYIIIKE C MaJIaXUTOBLIMU T'JIa3aMu,
MMOCHENIHO YTOYHUI: — Hy Uy mo4Tu BCex...

— IToutn? — yneibHynack Menanu. — 3HAYUT, KTO-TO BCE K€ 3aUHTEPEeCcoBas?
— KTo-TO mpocTo pa3gpaxkaeT MeHee OCTaJIbHBEIX, — OTBETUJI, OyITO OTMaxXHYJICH.

— MozxerT, Tebe HyKeH COBET? — YXMBUIbHYJICSI bepToH. — { Kak-HMKaK TOXKe YCIIeJl H000IaThCs C
HEKOTOPLIMHU CEHTaMH.

— Ia, s 3amMeTus, — AJIJIeH CMEPU ero HeIOBOJIbHEIM B3rIsimoM. — OCOGEHHO C OIHOM.

— Tr1 0 GapoHecce MapuHAXK? — KaK-TO HaIPSIXKEHHO yIEIOHYICS OpaT. — Torga ckKaxy o Hel CBoe
YyeCTHOe MHeHUe: oOHa TeOe He nongxonut. ITonykpoBKa, BHeOpayHas [04Yb, XapaKTep Hajeko He
noknagucThifi. OT TakoM XKeHbl y Tebs1 OynyT crolnHble npobieMel. Y B UMniepaTpuIlbl OHa TOXe He
rogutcs. [ToaTOMy cuuTaio, YTO UMEHHO OHA [O/IXHAa CeTomHs MOKUHYTh OTGOD.

AJlyieH yCMeXHYJICS U B3TJITHYJI Ha OpaTa C IPHUIIypOM:

— A Tebe? Tebe oHa Toxke He NOAXOAUT? TEI ee TOXKe BHITOHUIIB, 3Ty IIOJIYKPOBKY, BHEOPAYHYIO HOYb U
cTponTuBuny? Beren 3a MHOM, na? Mnu Bce Ke ocTaBUIIL Ajia ce0sa?

Vneibka 3acTelia Ha nuile BepToHa, a 3aTeM OH IIPOU3HEC C HeOXUOAHHON OpaBamo:
— 41 moka He mymarn o6 3Tom!
AnneH BHOBb YCMEXHYJICS ¥ TIOKAYaJ I'OJI0BOI:

— Her, ceropgns JIuH971b M3puHAXK TOYHO He mokuHeT OTOOP. 51 onpemenusn Apyryio KaHOuaaTKy. [laBaiTe
BepHeMCsI B OaJIbHBIN 3aJ1, ¥ 5 OTJIallly CBOM BHIOOD...

HWmmepaTop OOJro He BO3Bpallalics, He BUAHO OblsIo 1 Menauu ¢ Beprornom Katinom. HeBecThl, 3aMeTHUB UX
OTCYTCTBHE, Ha4aJlId HEPBHUYATh U IIEIIOTOM CTPOUTH IIPEAIIOJIOKEHN A, U TOJIBKO MEI C Muitenp
OTMAaJTYMBAJIUCh O TOM, YTO 3Ha/JIU. Majo TOro, YTo MeHs B3BOJIHOBAJI U 03aayMjI Pacckas 00 UCTUHHOU
npu4yuHe HegoMoraHusa Ero BenuyecTsa, ellle s1 MedTalla IOCKOPEW BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO CIIAIbHIO M CHEaTh
IBa BaXKHBIX feJla: HOrOBOPUTE C JIMHAME 0 XannoTe U OTIpaBUTh KpacaByrKa C TeM XKe U3BECTHEM K
Kmapucce dupgx.

B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT CPefi¥ TOCTeH HaMeTHIIOCH OKUBJIEHUE, & CJIefIOM BOJIHA PeBEPaHCOB U IIOKJIOHOB
HaKphUIa BeCch 3ail: UMnepaTop HakoHel 06bsIBUICs. [10 ero CioKoWHOMY U pacciiabieHHOMY JIUIy HUKaK
HeJb3s1 OBILJIO IIOHSITh, UYTO C HUM YTO-TO CTPSICJIOCH HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs Ha3af. Ero TeTs u OpaT Tak xke
HEBO3MYTHUMO YJIEIOaINCE.

— CeropHsa MHe He0OXOOUMO cHeaTh BeIOop, — Hauan Ero BenudecTBo, 06Boas B3rsimoM HeBecT. Ha MHe
OH 3aiepzKaJjiCs 94yTh OOJIbIlle, YeM Ha OCTaIbHBIX, OTYEr0 Cephlle CHeliaso cajlbTo, a IIOTOM IIPOIIYCTHUIIO
HECKOJIBKO yapoB. — BEIGOD TO¥, KOTOpasi, IO MOEMY MHEHUIO, MeHee ITOAXOOUT Ha POJib Moel OyayIiei
Cynpyru. 3Ta CEHTa B Ka4eCTBE YTEIUIEHUS MOJyYUT OT MEHS CTO 30JIOTHIX. M 9TOT map HUKaK He OymeT
3aBUCETDb OT MOCIEOYIOIIero peileHus Mmoero 6para, Kopons Usympynueix HonuH. UTak... I'paduns Knep
XeHCNY, 3TO BHIL.

— Koreuno, Bamre BennuectBo, — Kiep cpa3y IOKpacHea 0O CaMBIX KOHYMKOB yIllel. — { moHuMaro...
ITouumMmaro... M 6maromapio, Bamre BenuuecTBo 3a LIeApHl ITOHapoK, — U 3alllelTana yxke cebe mog HOC: —
51 3Hana, uro Tak 6ymeT. HyBcTBOBanma. Oxumana.

— BeptoH, uTO CKaxelb TE? — MMIlepaTop BeIKUATEJIFHO IIOCMOTPEI Ha OpaTa.

Ho ToT nuik mokKadas IoJI0BOM:



— Coxanero, rpaduns. Co cBoel CTOPOHH! 1 TOXKE JaM BaM KOMIIEHCAIIUIO B CTO 30JIOTHIX.
— Bnaropapio Bac, Bame BenudecTtBo, — Teneps Kinep noknorunace Msympynmaomy Koposio.

MHe ke BOPYT CTaJio IPOTUBHO OT BCETO ITPOUCXOOsaniero. Kak ke Bce 9TO YHU3UTENILHO IJIA OeBYIIEK!
OnuH 0oTBEepr, IIOTOM BTOPOH... BEIIIaTHI MOpasIbHYI0 KOMIIEHCAlli0 U COBECTh uucTa. [loHuMaro,
TpaguLUuy eCcTh TPAOUILIMY, a Ha KOHY — TUTYJ cynpyru MMnepartopa, Ho Bce paBHO... HeyxXenu 3To Bce
CTOUT TaKMWX YHUXKeHu#? 1o MHe, Tak yXK JIydIlle YUTHU KaKk IMOepny Ha IMIPOIIJIOM UCIHITaHUH, 6e3
JINITHUX CBUOeTeNeld u camoro mmnepaTopa, 4YeM BOT Tak IPUJIIONHO, IOM IPUIEIOM TOJIIIEL.

— Ilpa3gHuUK npogonXKaeTcsa! — TOYHO HacMeIllKa Haf Kiiep, mpo3Bydas ronoc lepeMOHUMencTepa, a
CJeoM C yJIWIILI JOHECNIMCh PaCKaTUCThIe 3BYKHU (deliepBepKa, IPU3bIBasi IOCTeN ITOCKOPEe BEIMTU B TapK U
mor000BaTLCS HAa OTHEHHBIE I[BETH B HEOE.

51 He cTaa 3acCUKUBATHLCS [0 KOHIA 6ajna, yuia, Kak TOJIBKO IPeICTaBUIachk BO3MOXKHOCTh. Cily:KaHKU
Mapu 1 Kpuc yxe I0JIHOCTHIO YITAKOBAIX BEIIX K 3aBTPALIHEMY OTHE3MY.

— Cmnacu00, MOXKeTe OTObIXaTh, — OTPBLIBUCTO CKa3aya s uM. — ¢ caMa pa3meHyCh | JISATY CIaThb...

BeposiTHel BCero, ux yOMBUIIO MO€ B3BUHYEHHOE COCTOSHUE, U YK TOYHO, €Ba OHU OKAXYyTCs 3a OBEPHIO,
HAYHYT CTPOUTH OOTAAKU U IIepPeMBIBAaTh MHE KOCTOUYKHM, HO Cceliyac MeHs BOJIHOBAJIO Apyroe. Kak ToOIbKO
ocTanachk OfHA, S IPOIIa B KYMaJIbHIO U ITIOBEPHYJIa BEHTUJIh Ha KpaHe, 4YTOOHI MyCTUTDh BoAy. K cuacThio, B
9TOM Mupe Obljla KaHaIu3allus ¥ BOOOIIPOBOM, YTO CYIIECTBEHHO 00JIeTYasio KHU3Hb.

Bopga emie He HaOpaach U OO IIOJIOBHHEL, a S y2Ke CuIella B BAHHOM M MBITAlach JO3BAThCS OO0 JIMHAIIE.
Okasaioch, OHa yXKe AphIxja 0e3 3aJHUX HOT.

«Hy 4T0 ciny4uunocs? — BEICKa3ajla OHa IpeTeH3uI0. — Yero cuaTh Mellaelb?»
4 He oOpaTniia BHUMaHUS Ha ee IPUBLIYHOE HEITHE U CPa3y coobIIuIa riiaBHoe:
— Kaxertcs, st Hauwia XajioT, — 3aTeM ITOAPOOHO oIrcarsa mepcreds MiMmepaTopa.

«[la, 3T0 OH, — yBepEeHHO OoTBeTuNa JIMHA3Mb. — 3HAYUT, 9THU Y3yPIaTOPLI-TPUOHEI PENUINIIU CHeJlaTh U3 HETo
KOJIBIIO... YTO XK, BCe B UX AyXe U Jaxe YMHO. [IepcTeHb, eCliu ero NOCTOSTHHO HOCUThH Ha Ianblle, He Tak-
TO IIPOCTO CTAIUTh. A OHU-TO 3HAIOT, YTO MOU ITAall0YKa MEYTAET €T0 BEPHYTh, YKe ObIIIU MOIIBITKY, eIIe
mpu Ockape. BoT oH, BumuMo, u mpuayMai TakKyo QUIIKY...»

41 3akartuna rnasa, BHOBb ITopaxasiCh HOBEIM CJIOBeYKaM IIPUHIIECCH. BipoueM, yemy ynuBnsaThesa? OHa
HabupaeTcs ClIeHra MOETro MHUPA, a s HOCTEeIIeHHO MEHSII0 CBOM JIEKCUKOH, MOACTPAUBasICh ITOJ MECTHBIH.

— A 4TO cKaXelllb 0 3allPETHOM Maruu? — CIpPOCHUJia S €e Jabllie.

«3ampeTHast Marus... — IpoTsaHyna JInHame. — OHa O4YeHb APEeBHsIsI, IOPOXKIOeHHas ellle TepBEIMU OoraMu
U MOOYMHSAETCS TOJILKO IIpencTaBuTensaM Bricimx KpoBeil. Ha ee puTyaibl U 3aKINHAHUSA YKe KaK THICAYIY
JieT HaloXkeHo Taby. CIIy4MIJIoCh 3TO IIOCJIe TOT0, KaK €l0 Hepa3yMHO BOCIOJIb30Banuchk CandupoBwii u
Onanoseii Koponu. OHU 13-3a 4ero-To TaM pa3pyrajluch, a B pe3yjibTaTe 4yTh He YHUYTOXKUIIU BECh MUD.
[ToToM Ke TPaBUTEJIIMU BCEX 3€MEJIb €INHOTJIACHO PeIeHo ObIJI0 0TKAa3aThCsA OT MCI0JIb30BaHUS 3TOU
Maruu. Ecny XKe KTO U IIOMBITAETCSA HaPYIIUTh 3allpeT, eMy I'PDO3UT CypoBOe HaKa3aHue. [la U 3aK/IMHaHUSA
39TU UMEIOT 00paTHHIN 3P(EKT HAa TOTO, KTO UX HUCIIOJIL3yeT. M ueM cusibHee OHM, TEM CTpAIllHEee OTAAyYa,
BIIOTh OO cMepTHu. Te cambie Koposmu, OmanoBeiii u CandupoBHM, KaK pa3 1 MOTHUOIN B TOM
MIPOTUBOCTOSTHUHU. A ITOYEMY THI CITpalllBaeIb?»

— IToka mpoCTO Tak, — YKJIOHUJIACh S OT IPSIMOT0O OTBETA, HO BCe XKe He yoepzKaJjlach elle OT OJHOTO
BOIpoca: — A TBOEW OTeIl MOT €10 BOCHOIb30BaThCS, YTOOB YOUTh, HAIPUMeEDP, TOTo ke MMmmepartopa?

«Teopetuuecku, KoHe4HO, MOT. Ho 5 2Ke 00BbsICHMIIA: 9TO CIHIIKOM PHUCKOBAHHO, MaXKe OJIsi TOr0, KTO ee
KCIIONb3yeT. M ma, camoe riaBHoe. [IJIs1 TOro YTOOBI €10 BOCIIONIL30BaTLCS, Mallallleé Hy>KHO BEIUTH Ha CYIIY.
Ho K yeMy 9Tu BOIpPOCH? UTO-TO THI MHE He [OTOBAPUBAEIIlb...» — JINH3IL SBHO Pa3phIBAIO OT
JII00OIILITCTBA.

— ITotoMm, Bce mOTOM... — OTO3Banachk 1. — Pacckaxky B Ipyrol pas. Bo3sparmialics cuaTth, MHE TOXKe
HYKHO XOTsI OBl HECKOJILKO YaCOB II0peMaTh IIepey] 3aBTpalllHel JOPOTroH.

IToka JIuHA3MIL IepeBapuBaia MOM OTKa3, S TOPOILIMBO BEIOpajachk U3 BaHHOM. HeT, HeKoe BHYTPEHHEE
YyThe MOMCKa3kIBaJI0 MHE, YTO ITIOKa He CTOUT PacCKa3bIBaTh € O TOM, YTO KTO-TO JKejaeT yOUTh
Hwmnepatopa.
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Pa36bynunu Hac, HeBeCT, Ha paccBeTe. BogHble IpoLieiypEl IPUIIIOCH IPUHUMATD BIIOIBIXaX, HO I MeHS
3TO SBJISIJIOCH BOIIPOCOM 2KM3HU U CMEPTH, IIO3TOMY s TOTOBaA Oblyla pagy HUX [aXe MPOMYCTUTh 3aBTPAK.
Opzako nogo6Hast XKepTBa He ITOHAmoOUIachk: eqy NPUHECIN MHE IIPSIMO B KOMHATY, ¥, OJEeBasiCh U
IIpUYeCHBasiCh, 1 yclejia apajelibHO IIepPeKyCcuTh. B mopory, 4ToOw uMeTh Tpu cebe, B3sijia PUOUKIOND,
Ky7[a II0JI0XKUJla CBOIO I'JIaBHYIO IParolleHHOCTh: MaCKUPYIOMUY snukcup. KpacaBuuk yxe Toxe OB
«yIaKoBaH» B CBOIO KOPOOKY U I'OTOBHUJICS €XaTh C OPYTUMH NUTPHUOHAM B OTHEIbHOM 3KuIaxe. Buepa s
BCe-TaKM oTIpaBuia ero K Knapucce ®unx m oueHb lepexkuBaja, YTO OH He yCIieeT BepHYThCS K yTpy. Ho
MaJIBIII ITOCTYyYaJiCs B OKHO 3a ISTh MUHYT [0 TOTO, KaK CIy’KaHKU IPUILIIN MeHsI OyOUTb. 3alIUCKy OT
CBSI3HOTO §1 TOXKe yCIlejla IpodmuTaTth: «He coyckaiite rnas ¢ XannoTra. BoTpuTtech B foBepue K
HNmnepaTopy. Umute mo6yi0 BO3MOKHOCTh, YTOOB 3aII0JIyYUTh EPCTEHb. [1oe3qKa B AJITAHUT BaM Ha
PYKY: 3aMOK CTOUT IIOYTH Ha Gepery Mopsi, moaToMy nober, korga XasnoT OymeT y Bac, OXKEH IPOUTH
ymauHo». [lepeunThIBaTh [TOCIaHME He CTalla, Cpa3y COXKIJla ero C IOMOIILbI0 YMHEeHbKOro KpacaBumka: oH
caM OyHYJI Ha 3allUCKy CTPYHWKOM OTHS, U Ta, BMUT BCIIBIXHYB, CTOopeJia JoTa.

Y nmogbe3na Hac XK[AaJIo YeTHIPE 9KUMIaxKa. Y MeHs ObIJT BBIOOP: CECTh C TPOTUBHOM JIMHIOM, TECHUTHCS C
pocoit [JopoTy MiH Ke BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsA KoMIlaHmel Mutens. [Tocie HEKOTOPRIX KojieOaHM, 1 BCe XKe
BEIOpasia mocjenHee cocenctBo. CandupoBas MpuHIlECca pa3fgenusiia KapeTy ¢ Opunkoi Taipor,
O6mu3nsmmkyu Ooinm, eCTECTBEHHO, U TYT ObUIM BMecTe, Hy a OemHou [lopoTu B mapy goctanacsk JIueAaa.

3a BOPOTAMH HAIll KapeThl IPHUCOeOUHUIINCEH K OCTAJIbHEIM KOPOJIEBCKUM 3KHNaxKaM. MMiepaTop ¢
OpaToM exalu rje-To Buepenu, MenaHu B OTOENbHON KapeTe 3a HUMHU. KaXXObIf 9KWUIIaXK, BKI0Yas HaIllH,
COIIPOBOXKOAIM I'BapeHIlbl Ha JIOIIaIsax.

[Toka mBuTanuck no TypManuHy, K HalleMy KapTexky OBIJI0O MPUKOBAaHO BHUMaHUE BCEX FOPOXKaH.
Bepenuiia skunaxkem pacTsIHYJIaCh Ha COTHM METPOB, U IIPU BUIE HEe MPOX0KUE 3aMUPAJIU B ITOKJIOHE,
JINIIb OEeTUIIKY CO CBOEM HeIloCPenCTBEHHOCTHI0 CMOTPENM Ha 3TO HefCTBO C IIUPOKO OTKPHITHIMU
rja3aMu.

— OHu Muikle, — yJBIOHYIaCch MHUIIIETb U TOMaxajia CTallKe MaJlbuuIlieK, 3a0aBhl Pafy HIbITAIOIIUXCS
YrHaThCS 3a KapeTaMH.

{1 Ha aTO HeoIIpeagesIeHHO MaXHYyJla TOJIOBOM: celiyac MeHS OI0OJIeBajii COBCEM MHEIE MBICITH, U MeCTa OJIis
YMUJIEHUA 9yY2KHMMHU JE€TbMU B HUX HEe OBIIIO.

— IToMHIO, B eTCTBe s Tak ke 0ekajla 3a KapeToi AjieHa, Korga OH ITOKUOal pe3uaeHIuio B buartpe, —
MIPOAOIIKMIA MEXKIOy TeM MHUIIens co B3moxoM. — ¢ Bceraa 3a HUM Oerasa... Kak XBOCTHUK.

«THI ¥ ceiiyac 3a HUM Oeraelh KaK XBOCTUK», — HEBOJILHO ITOOyMaJioch MHe. Ho BCIIyxX s Mpou3Hecia
opyroe:

— Kakas y Bac pa3Hulla B Bo3pacTre?
— IlarHapnaTs jeT, OJis TPUOHOB He3HAUYHUTeIbHasd, — 0TO3Bajlach OHA C I0TyyOKOM!.
— Hy ma, KOHeu4HoO...

Kak-To st meiicTBUTENIBHO TOoA3a0biyia, YTO BEK TPUOHOB MOAIMHHEE YETI0BEUECKOro OyeT, a mocye
COBEPIIEHHOJIETHUS MPOIIECC UX CTapeHus 3amennsercs. Ha sug MiMmepaTopy He 60mbllle TPUOLATH, Ha
mejie Ke MOXKeT OKal3aThCs Kyfa Gosbire. CKOIBKO JIET caMoi MuUIlenb 1 yTOYHSTh HE CTajla, HO Jaja Obl
el OKOJIO JIBA[IlaTH.

Bckope MBI MOKUHYIU CTOJIUILY, ¥ TEIEPh 3@ OKHOM ITOTSHYJIMCH jieca U mojis. K moIynHi0 MBI HAKOHEI]
creJiany OCTaHOBKY. CIyTru TyT 3Ke OPOCHUIIMCh HaKPHIBATh MMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHEIN CTOJI IJIs IIEPEKyca, MBI
e MPOCTO MPOTYIUBAIUCh, IHITAsICh PA3MSTh HOTH.

— }Kapa, KakK K€ OHa Hajaoejla, — IIOJIYHIeIIOTOM 2KaJIoBaJlaCh 4 CaMa cebe, — OazKe Beep He IoMoraer...

— B Anmanurte eire 6ymeTe CKydaTh IO Hel, — OTKy[a HY BO3bMUCH MosiBUIICS U3ympynubiii Kopomb. —
TaMm HeT TaKOr0 3HOSI, XU 4aCTO UOYT OOXKOU.

OT ynoMuHaHUS [0XKAeU 1 BEYTPEHHE COOPOTHYIach: a BOT 3TO HE 0UYEHBb XOPOIIIO...

— B&HI ke He m00UTe MOXKAHU, I MMOMHIO, — mpoxoikai M3ympyausii Kopons. Y TOHU3UI TOIOC [0
3aroBOPIIUIIKOrO rernoTa: — Ho y Bac ecThs MO mjiar. ..

— Ia, cmacu®o, — 51, UCIILITHIBAsI HEKOTOPYIO HEIOBKOCTD, CAEPKAHHO YILIOHY/Iack. — B TakoM ciiy4dae, OH
MHe oueHb npuroautcs. Kak camouyBcTBue Ero BenudecTBa? — pelnia CMEHUTh TEMY.

— C HUM BCce B IIopsdaaKe, — B3I BepTOHa Cpa3y IIOoTyX, KaK U YJ'IBIGKa. — HpOLT_Iy IIpoIllleHnusi, CeHTa, MHe



HYZ>KHO UOTH...

[Topa3MBIIIIATE Hal TAKOU PEe3KOW CMeHOU HacTpoeHus M3yMmpynHoro Koposnsa He ycnena: KO MHe
nonbexkara Mapu u no3Bajia K CTOILY.

HNwmmnepaTop, Kak u ero 6par, obemanu OTHENBHO, 3aT0 MejlaHu cHOBa Oblyla ¢ HeBecTamMu. Bcio Tpamesy oHa
paccrpalriBaia Hac, XOPOIIIOo JIU MBI IEPEHOCHUM II0e30KY U He yCTasu Ju. [IeByIIKNM B OCHOBHOM OTBEYAaJH
BEXKJTMBO ¥ HEOIpeIeJIeHHO, XKaJIoBajach IUIIs OgHa JIMHA, YTO He YOUBUTENbHO: U B KapeTe eu C
IlopoTu exaTh TECHO, ¥ AYIIHO, U TISATasA TOYKA €€ yKe OHeMeJla OT [OJITOTO CUAEHUS, HOTH OTeKu... Ee
HBIThE Y2KAaCHO Pa3gpazkajio ¥ IOPTHUJIO alllIeTUT, OTYEr0 HEBECTHI OOHA 3a OPYTOM MOCHIENIHO 3aKaHYUBaJIN
CBOM 00e[ U IO Pa3HBIM IIPEAIoroM cOerau.

[Tocne Tpame3bl KapTeXK MIPOJIOJIZKUII CBOM IyTh. YeM [asibIille MBI OThe3Kaau OT TypMasinHa, TeM CBeXee
CTaQHOBUJICS BO3IYyX, @ KOTa IIOAYJI COJIOHOBATHIN BETED, CepAlle B3BOJTHOBAHHO 3a0MJIOCh: MEI
npubnuKamuch K Mopio. OHO caMO BCKOpPE MOSIBUJIOCH BlalieKe, IPU3LIBHO 3a0JIecTesio Ha TOPU30HTE B
JIydaxX BeYEePHETO COJIHIA, BRI3BIBASI Y MEHS MOYTH HEKOHTPOJIUPYyEeMOe KejlaHue OKYHYThCS B HeTO. [la u
CTSIHyTas KoXKa yKe HaCTOMYMBO HaMeKajla, 4YTO opraHusMy tpebyercs Biara. f meitTanach IUTh G0JIbIIE
BOJIBEI, HO 9TO ITOMOTrajio Majo. XOTh OBl Ha MUHYTOYKY HOTPY3UTHCS B MOPE, XOTh HA MUHYTOYKY...

ComHIle KJIOHMJIOCH K 3aKaTy, KOrJa HaKOHeI] PeIeHo OBIJI0 OCTAHOBUTHCS HAa HOYEBKY. YCJIIBIIIAB I'Oe-TO
COBCEM DPSIIOM, 3@ Y3KOH MOJIOCKOM PEeOKOJIechs, IMIyM mpubosi, Y MeHS BCe BHYTPH 3aTPEINeTasio B
npenBKylleHnH. Mope 3Bajio, a y MeHS Hadajlach IPakKTU4YeCKH JJoMKa. Ho Kak MHe ImomacTh Tyna?

Mexny TeM ciyru pa30uBainu maTpsl. HeBecTam mojiarajaoch IO OOHOMY Ha YETBEPBIX, YTO BHI3BAJIO
KpaliHee HeIOBOJIbCTBO y IIPUHIIECCH I'p3iic ¥ BEHICOKOPOMHOM 6puaKy Talpel, IpaBaa, ero OHU BEIpaXKajiu
MoJT4a, HO BO3MYIIleHWe TaK ¥ CKBO3UIIO B UX B3T/sAAax. 3aTo JIMHIOA U He IIbITajllaCh CKPHITH CBOETO
OTHOIIIEHUS K ITPEHJIOKEHHBIM el OLITOBLIM YCJIOBUSIM M [axKe He IIOCTECHSJIach OTIIPABUTHCS K MenaHu C
POCHOOM TTOCETUTD €€ OTHEJHFHO. Be3yCIOBHO, HUKTO Ha MOBOJY V HEE He TIOMLIENI, ¥ 3110CTh JIMHIBI
IepeHalpaBuiIach Ha ee ciiy>kaHoK. HaMm ¢ Muiesns u [JopoTH He ITOBE3JI0 IIOCETUTHLCS C 3TOU 3aHyHOU B
OIHOM IIIaTPe, M MHI ellle A0JIro HabJonany ee IjieBanue sgoM. [Tlorom Muriesns Kyga-To ucdesiia, a 1 XKe
Hayvaja pa3myMbIBAaThCS, KaK yIU3HYTh 1 MHe. Ho Orlyta omHa mpo6ieMKa, ¥ BecoMasi: BECh Halll 1arephb
OBIJT OI[EIIJIEH CTPazKel, KO BCEMY ITPOYEeMYy, IO COJIHATY CTOSJIO M YV KaXKOoro maTtpa. HaMm ke He Benenu
BBIXOAHUTH 3a IepUMeTpP 0e3 COmpoBOXKAeHU. [IPOCKOIE3HYTh MUMO 3TOM OXpPaHBl He3aMe4YeHHOMH OBII0
HepeasnbHO. Ho Teno 3ymeno Bce Gomblile, 1 1 PUCKHYJIA BEIATH HAPYXKy. B MeHS TYT Ke BIIEPUIICS
BHUMATEJILHBIN B3TJISAM OXpPaHHUKA. Z yIEIOHYIack eMy U cHejajia BUM, YTO IPOCTO XO0UY IPOTYJISIThCS I10
narepro. A 3ateM yBupena beprona Kalina, 1 y MeHs BCIBEIXHYyJIa HafgeXkaa. BOpyr oH IOMOXKeT MHe?

— Bamre BenimuecTBo, — Temeph yKe S MOJOILIIa K HEMY IIEPBOM U JaXKe IpHceia B MOKJIOHE, TTOCKOIBKY
MBI ObI7TH He omHU. [llemoToM e ITpoM3Hecia: — MHe Hy2KHa Ballla IIOMOIITb.

OH mOCMOTpEJI Ha MEHS BOIIPOCUTEITBHO.

— MHe HYKHO K MOpPIO, OOQHOM, — S BCE XK€ PeNrnjiachk OTKPLITh EMY CBOM HAMEDPEHUS, ITYCTh U OIYCTUB
rnaBHoe. — [loMoOruTe MHe BBHIMTH 3a OlieljieHne 6e3 JIUIITHUX BOIIPOCOB.

BepTOH He cTaj 00JIbIlle HUYEero CIIpalIBaTh, KOPOTKO KMBHYJI U COeJiaJl 3HAK CJIeJ0BaThb 3a HUM.

— DTa ceHTa CO MHOM, — OPOCHUII OH CTpPaXHUKaM. — HUKaKOro COIIpoOBOXKAEHUS... — U Te MOJT4a
PaCCTyIIUIIUCE.

— A Tellephb 4 X004y YyCJIbIIIATh 06'b$ICHeHI/IH, — CKa3aJl OH y2Ke MHe, KOTrla MEI OTOIIJIN OT JIareps Ha
HEKOTOPOE paccTossHue. — JyMarto, mocie OKa3aHHOU YCITYTH s 3aCITyXKUIT 9TO.

— Bupute nu, Kaiin, s y3Hanma, 94TO NPUHSTHE BaHHBL B JOPOTe HE IPEOYCMOTPEHO, 1 Ke 6e3 3Toro He
cMory yCcHYTb. BOT Takasi y MeHs gypallkasi IPUBBEIYKA, — 5 IOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero CaMbIM YeCTHBIM U
OOHOBPEMEHHO BUHOBATHIM B3TJISIAOM, KAKOM TOIBKO MOTJIa M300pa3uTh. — A KaJIOBaThbCS Ha 3TO TOU XKe
pe-cente Menanu unu MMnepaTopy CTHAHO. MHe Ke XBaTUT BCETO AECATH MUHYT, YTOOBI CMBITH C Ce0st
BCIO [IOPOKHYIO IBITb. OUeHb HeyIOOHO I'OBOPUTE C BAMU O TaKUX MHTUMHBIX BelllaX, HO MHe 0oJblile He K
KOMY 00OpaTHUTLCS U HEKOMY HOBEPUTHCS. [a U He X04YeTCsi, YTOOH 00 9TOM KTO-TO y3Hall.

I/I3YMpy11HBIfl KOpOJ’IB IIOHUMaAIoIle YCMEeXHYJICsA U IIPOU3HEeC, ITIOKA3bIBas KyIa-TO B CTOPOHY:

— Tam OymeT monoruil CIycK K Mopio... TOTbKO He 3afiepKuUBarTeCch. EC/TM X0TUTe, MOTY TIOOOXKAATh Bac
30ECh.

®yxX, KaXKeTCs, IIOBEPUIL...

— Byny 6marogapHa, — c yieIOKOM OTO3Baiach 51, IIOTOM Ke, CIIOXBAaTUBIIKCH, moOaBuil: — Ho BHI ke He
CTaHeTe IoacCMaTpUBaTh?

— ¢ maxke He COH[y C 9TOr0 MeCTa, — OH II0Ka3aJl MasbIleM BHU3. — A 0TCIOfla, KaK CaMH MOXKeTe



3aMeTuTh, IJISIK He BUAeH BoobOme. He mymatiTe 060 MHE Kak O CJIaCTOIIOOMBOM IOHIlE, HE YIIYCKAOIIEM
BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOTJIa3eTh Ha 0O0HAXKEHHOe XKEHCKOe TeJlo. §1 mpeAnoYunTa BUIEeTh ero TOJIBKO B CBOeH
IIOCTEJIH U B CBOUX OOBSATHUSIX, — OH BCE K€ He IIPEeMUHYJT YXMBUIbHYTHCSI.

— Haperocs Ha Bally NOpsagoYHOCTh, Baile BenngyecTBo, — 51, HAIPOTUB, IIOCMOTpeEJIa Ha HET0 CEPLE3HO,
ToCJIe 4ero mouTH 6eroM ycTpeMusachk K MOPIO.

3Halo, S OUeHb PUCKOBAJa, BTATUBAs, IYCTh U KOCBEHHO, B CBOIO TalHy M3ympynHoro Koporns. 4 maxe He
MorJia OBITH YBEpPEHa, YTO OH He HapyILIuT obelllaHue U He pacCKaXkeT HUKOMY O MOoeM Tobere, TPoCTO
mourna Ba-6aHK. Benpb eciiu GBI 1 TPYCIMBO OCTAJIACh B IIATPE, TO K YTPY TOYHO Oblna OBl motykuBoi. U He
(dakT, 4TO TOorma GBI MEHS TOXKe He PAaCCEeKPeTUIU: IIeIylIalasics Koxa ellle Buepa BIIOJIHE 3T0POBOH
HEBECTHI BKYIIE C ee TI0TyOOMOPOYHLIM COCTOSTHHEM C OOJIbIIION BEPOSITHOCTHIO BEI3BAIU ObI ITIONO3PEHUS Y
rpuoHOB. Tak uTO BHIOOP Y MEHS HEBeJIUK.

3a mepeBbsIMH MeHCTBUTENbHO HAIJIaCh TPOIMHKA, Beylas Mo CKJIOHY K IIsSXKYy. beper xke okasasncs
KaMEHHUCTHIM, C BEICTYIIAIOIIUMU B MOPEe CKaJlaMU ¥ BHIPACTAIOIIMMY U3 BOMBI BaTyHaMu. [Ipexae uem
HayvaTh pa3zeBaThCsi, s 00epHyIach, YTOOB IPOBEPUTH, HE CMOTPHU JIX KTO CBEPXY. 3aTEM BCe JKe Hallljla
omuH OOJIBIIION KaMeHb, 3a KOTOPBIM MOKHO OBIJIO CIIPSATATHCS, M TOTMa Y2Ke CKUHYJa C ce0s omexay.
Xopotro, YTo JOPOKHOE IJIaThe OBIIIO 63 CII0KHBIX 3aMKOB M KPIOUYKOB-IYT'OBUIL. f aKKypaTHO CII0XKHUIIa
ero, MOACYHYB IIOJl KaMeHb, 1 KUHYJIach K BOJE.

Mope okasanoch riiy0oKuM efiBa JIU He C camMoro 6epera, U MHe yOaJioCh IOTPY3UTHCS B HETO C T'OJIOBOM
TIOYTH C IIEPBHIX MIAaTOB. [IepByI0 MUHYTY IOA BOJOM 5 Hake He ABUTAIACh, HAaC/IaXKAasICh OIIYIIEeHUEM
TOTO, KaK K TeJIy BO3BPAIaeTCs JKU3Hb.

«0, Bce-Tak# Halllsla Bomy? — JIMH3JIb OKa3ajlach TYT KakK TyT. — [lo3gpaBinsio!»

«Cnacu6o. BymeM BepuUTh, YTO HUKTO 3TOTO HE 3aMETHUT, — 0TO3BaJiach JIeHUBO. Celiyac MHe He 0c060
X0Tenock 6eceoBaTh C IPUHIIECCOMN. — £ PUCKHYA, TPUOS CIoga».

<<Hy a 4TO THI XOTena? Y4acTb MaperoB He3aBHOHa», — HaCTaBUTEJIbHBIM TOHOM OTBETHJIA JIuHsmIE.

«Tonpko KTO MeHsI 00peK Ha 3Ty y4acTh, a?» — s y2Ke cobpajiach BCTYIUTh C HEHM B IIPUBLIYHYIO
Iepernasnky, Kak BOPYT CKBO3b TOJIIIY BOOLI PACCIIEIIIAIA T'0JI0Ca, KOTOPEE Cpa3y y3Hasa. ITo ObUIn
HWwmniepaTtop u Muiess.

B rpynou cTanm pa3juBaThCS XOIOOOK. YUTO OHU 30eCh HeaioT?
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«KT0 9T0?» — JIMH3JIb TOXKE KaK-TO YOaJloCh Pa3IU4uTh I'0jioca C CyIIH.
— Kaxertcsi, UmnepaTop, — mpoienTana si, 6yaro ¢ 6epera MeHsI MOXXHO OBIJIO YCJIBIIIIATh.

«PybunHOBBINT KOponmb? — 0KMBUIACH IPUHIIECCA. — A HY-Ka ITIOKaXXW MHE 3TOT'0 KOPOJIUIIKY. X04Uy KUBbEM
Ha Hero IJIsSHyTh... A TO BUAENIa TOJIBKO OOWH pa3 Ha 3aTePTOM IIOPTPeTe, KOTOPLIH IpsTana y cebsa nypa
Mupuam».

— T®1 9TO, C yMa comma? A BOPYT OH MEHSI 3aMETUT? — BO3MYTHJIACh .

«A TBI OCTOPOIKHO BBITJISTHM Ha MUHYTOYKY, — ITPOAOJIZKAja MogHaYnBaTh JIMH9b. — HUKTO TEDS HE
3aMeTHUT. A s XOTb I'Ta3KOM TJIsiHY... Hy maBaii ke, He Oo#cs...»

ITo mpaBme roBopsi, MEHS U caMy pa30upario JI00IEITCTBO, 0 YeM TakKoM OecenyoT MMiepaTop u
Mumiens, ma elle ¥ TakK 3MOIIMOHAJIBHO.

«A BOpyT uTO-HUOYOL PO XasioT cKaxyT? Thl He OOJIKHA YIIYCKaTh TAaKOTO ITaHca!» — BEIganla CBOH
IIOCJIEJHUY KO3EIPh IIPUHIIECCA, U 5 COalach.

Ho Bce Xxe pemmia He PUCKOBAaTh: IPOILILIIA TTOJ BOOOM IO CAMOM CKaJIbl M BEIHBIPHYJIA YKE 3a ee
BEICTyHOM. O630p OTCIoAa OBITIO BIIOJTHE HEIJIOX, IPUIIIOCH JIUIIE TOJIOBY BRICYHYTH M3-3a KAMHS, KakK pas
TOTO, TAE S OCTaBUJIAa CBOIO OfiekKay. MOXKHO OBIJI0, KOHEYHO, HOMPOO0BaTh YKPAAKOM BEIUTH U3 BOOLI, HO
Torga JIuHAJIb He yBUAena Obl TOTO, YTO XOTesa.

A HmnepaTop ¢ Muinens MeXay TeM OCTaHOBHJINCH YyTh IIO0OZAJIb, IPOOOJIXKAaA CBOY pa3roBop. I'epiioruusa
BRITJISII€JIa PAaCCTPOEHHOM, a PyOnHOBHINM KOposib MOCTOSTHHO XMYPHJICS U TEP IIEPEHOCHUILY.

«39T0 0H, ga? OH? — cupocuna JIu"anb. — H-ga... Xopou, raf... Teneps g maxke HEMHOTO IIOHUMAa0
MupuaMm. Ho Bens rap xke?.. Y3ypnatop u TUpaH, Kak u ero orel. [Ipasna, Begnp?»

Sl mpourHOPUPOBAJIa €€ BOTIPOCHI, IIBITASICh IPUCIYIIATHCS K 0eCEemyIIIuM.

— Muirtens, s1 60MIbIIE HEe X0YY CIIBIIIATh 00 3TOM... — MOHECIIH 00 MeHs cioBa MMmmepaTopa. — Twl He
momkHa OBlfla MPUXOOUTE ciofga. He momxkHa 6via yyacTBoBaTh B OTOOpE...

— Ho Annes... To XKe 3Haeb, 4YTO 51 K Te0e YyBCTBYIO... — T'OJIOC AEBYIIKYM OPOXKaAJ OT cjie3. — 51 HuKorga
He CKpPEIBalla HUX...

— A s HUKOTa He CKPBIBAJI, YTO HE MOT'Y Ha HUX OTBETHUTh, — MSATKO OTO3BaJICS TOT. — MHUIIIENb, eIle C
MIePBLIX HHe# aToro OTbopa s XOTes OTIIPABUTEL TeOs MOMOM... M 3pst 3TOTr0 He chaeall.

«0, 6oru, 4TO 3a CTPACTU? — XOXOTHYJNa JIMH3MME. — YTO 3a meBuUIa?»
«Tuxo, — IPUKPUKHYJIA 5 Ha HEe, — IOTOM OOBSICHIO, HE MeIla...»

— Ho nouemy? — Muiens OpuiaoxkuiIa 1afoHb K TPyOU.

— IToToMy 4uTO He X04y maBaTh Tebe Hajmexkny. S He BrIOepy TebOs, IOUMM. ..

— Het, — Mumens oTyassHHO 3aMOTaJlla IT'OJIOBOM, — s He IIOHKUMalo... He moHUMAal0, mo4yeMy He MOTYy CTaTh
TBOEH u3bpaHHUIEeH? 1 He mpolry TBOEH JTII00BHU, TPOCTO X0Uy OBITH PIAOM. A HajeXkma... HeyxKenu Tel caM
HafeeIbCs MOTI00UTL KOTO-TO U3 TeX CEHT, YTO yuyacTByeT B OT6ope? He mymato... Tsl mpocTo uinens cebe
CYIIpPYTy, MaTh OJII CBOUX HACJIEMHUKOB u Oynyryio UMneparpuily. Torga yeM oHM, — OHa MaxHyJla B
CTOPOHY HalIeTo jareps, Io-BUAUMOMY, UMes B BUIY HEBECT, — jIydile MeHa? Wnu ueM xyxe g7?

— T®I HUYEM UX He XyXKe, MOXKET, fJaxe JIydine, — AyeH Bapprei B3sin ee 3a mjie4yu, — IMPocTo Tebe
3[Iech He MEeCTO U TOYKa. VI MHe He HPaBSATCS 3TH PA3roBOPH], MHE 60bHO Tebe Bce 3TO roBOpuUTh. Ho,
MOX0Ke, MHE BCe-TaKu MPUAETCS OTIIPABUTh TeOs JOMOM.

— Hert-HeT, noxanylicTa, He Hafo, — Muileab MOJIUTBEHHO CJIOXKUJIAa PyKU. — [103BOIE MHE OCTaThCH...
MoxkeT, TH ellle y3Haellb MeHs IoJIy4dllle U TOra...

HMMnepaTop yApy4YeHHO YCMEXHYJICA:
— Kyna yx myutre, Mutens? 51 HUKOTO Tak XOPOIIIO He 3Halo, KakK Te0s... CIHUIIKOM XOPOIIO...
— Bce paBHO, He BHITOHSH. ..

— Mumiens, Tak OymeT mydiie ajis Te6s...



— Her, s cama HuKyna He yigy! — Mumesns cOpocuia ero pykKu co CBOUX Iyied. — Jlaxke ecyiu Thl MeHS
BBITOHUIITL, HUKYyA He yuay! Byny motu 3a To60¥ memkoM, KaaTh Ha KPBIJIbIle, TEPIETh Hemorony... Ho He

y#ny!
OHa pa3BepHYyJach 1 mobdexkasa IIPoYb.

«BoT 3TO cuieHa! — mpuHIlecca y2Ke BOBCIO Becenuaack. — YMepeTh u He xkuTh! Ecnmu y Bac Ha OTOope
Takoe MPOUCXOOUT YaCTEHBKO, 51 fake HEMHOI'O XKaJjlelo, 4YTO caMa Ha Hero He IIOoLuIa».

«Jlagno, JInH9/Ib, TOCMOTpPEJIa — U XBATUT. MHe, TT0XKaNy#, mopa», — nepebunia s ee.

4 mymana, yTo UMmepaTop ceidac mo6eXuT BCiIeq 3a phimaolnei Muilesb, HO OH BAPYT o6epHycsa. OT
HEOXHUOAHHOCTHU {1 faxKe He yCIejla YUTU IIOJ BOLY WM CIpATaThCA. Ee B3TIsAd 0CTaHOBUIICS Ha MHE,
IIOCJie Yero rijia3a pacUIMpuIuCh B U3YMJIEHUH.

— CeHTa M3puHAXK? — OH OBUHYJICSI KO MHE, 5 XK€ IIIMBITHYJIa 3a KaMeHb.

— Her, HeT, He mogxonuTe, Bamre BenuuecTBo! — 3akpuyana oTTyma, ooMupas ot crpaxa. Hypa! YTo s 3a
mypa? Kak Tak MO2KHO OBIJIO TIonacThcsi? Y cHOBa Bce u3-3a JIMHIIb, ITOCYIanachk ee, mogaaach Ha
nposokauuio! — f He omeTa, Bame BenuuecTBo...

— Ho uTo BH TaM fenaeTe? BaM HyzKHaA IIOMOIIL? — €T0 T'OJIOC 3Bydasl 0JIM3K0, HO HE HACTOJIBKO, YTOOR!
ViMniepaTop MOT MEHSI YBULETb.

— Her, Bce B mopsigke, Bamie BenmyecTBo. Bce 4TO MHe ceiiuac HyKHO, 3TO OEThLCS, — 5 y2Ke Bhljie3Jjia U3
BOJIEL M, CTOpas OT HeTEPIeHus, XKaajla, Koraa KO MHe BePHYTbCS HOTHU. MHe fJaxe OBLJIO BCe PaBHO, €CIIN
IIpencTaHy nepen MMiepaTopoM I'OJIoH, TUINb ObI OH He YBHUOE XBOCTa.

— He BonHy#TECH, ST OTBEPHYJICS, — ITPOU3HEC OH.

Jlyumme 6wt THI yien! 3a cBoeit Murtrenb! { yxKe cama rotoBa OblJla pPacilakKaThCS OT OTYASHUS KakK Ta
caMad repuoruss Tapa. 3adueM OH ocTajicsa?..

Kaxk TONBbKO HOT'M BHOBB OKA3aJIMCh IIPU MHE, 5 B CIIELIKe IPUHIIAch HATSATUBATh Ha cebs omexny. O
CYIIMILHOM IIOPOIIKE yXKe He [yMajia: eCJIi BOCIOIL3YIOCh UM, MOTY BHI3BATh ITOAO3PEHUS. A Tak, pa3 yx
MeHS 3aCTYKalu B BOLE, TO MYCTh YK Oymy MOKpoi. TOIBKO IJIaThe HafleBaTh Ha BIIaXKHOE TEJI0O — Ta ellle
MOpOKa... Y1 BOJIOCH IUITHYT K Iiee U IuIy. He 71060 5TH OMYIEHUS. ..

— IIpoctuTte, Bamie BenuyecTBo, — 1 HAaKOHEL HEPEIIUTEIBHO BEHIIIA U3 CBOEr0 YKPBITUA. — 4 Hapyuna
3ampeT, a IIOTOM ellle U CIIy4YalHo 3acTaja Bac ¢ repuorutei Tapp... fd coBceM He gymarna
IIOACIyIINBaTh... A B MOpe IIfiaBajia, IIOTOMY YTO IIPOCTO XOTeJjla UCKYyIIaThCs IIOCIIe Kaphl ¥ OONIT O’
moporu... [Ipomry npoieHus. ..

41 Bce ompaBpbIBaniach U OIpaBObIBaNiach, Ipefdlioaras caMble XyOllre BapuaHThl Pa3BUTUSA COOBITUN, HO
BHE3AITHO MOHsJIa, YTO MMIlepaTop MO0 UCIIOBEAb HEe CIIYIIAeT, a KaK 3aYapOBaHHLINA pacCMaTPUBAET
MeHs. f 3aHepBHHUYAsNA: CO MHOM YTO-TO He Tak? ¢ yKpaAgKOM cTajia IoIpPaBiIsATh IJIaThe, 3aTEM MOKDEIE
BOJIOCHI, HO OH BAPYT NepexBaTUI MOIO PYKYy, OCTaHaBIMBAs, U IIOIOIIE] IOYTH BIJIOTHYIO. A TIOC/Ie caM
OOTPOHYJICS OO MOEM II[eKH, TOUb-B-TOYb KaK B TOT NEeHb, KOrfa Ol B IOJTy3abniThe. 51 3aTausa OpIxaHue,
3aTo Cepflle 3acTydayo B pa3kl ObICTPee, HOPOBS BEICKOYMUTH U3 T'PYOU.

— 9TO THL... — OPOTOBOPHUI MMIIepaTop, IPOAOIKasi OCTOPOKHO BOOUTH TabllaMU [0 MOEMY JIMITY, U 9TH
JIaCKOBBIE TPUKOCHOBEHUS BHI3LIBAJIM BO MHE HESICHHIN TpemneT ¥ Oymopakuiu CTpaHHbIe YyBCTBa. — Bce-
TakK® 9TO THI OBIJIa TOTHA... — €T0 I'yOsl OPOTHYIN B YIIEIOKE, @ B3TJISIH ITOCBETIIE]T.

4 HaKkoHeIl Hallljla B cebe CUIbl COPOCUTE ce0s 9TO HaBaKOHKeE U OTCTYIIUTh Ha3af, IPoYb OT IyTailei
6ymm3ocTtu ¢ Py6uHOBEIM KopoeM.

— 4 He moOHUMaI0 0 YeM BHI, Balre BenudecTBO, — rOp/io COABUIIO OT BOJTHEHHUS, ¥ CJIOBA ITPO3ByYaIu C
HaOpBEIBOM 1 KaK-TO XKajo0Ho. — IIpocTture...

41 cmernana elre Ha HECKOJIBKO LIaTOB Ha3al, a 3aTeM OIPOMEeThIo 6POCHIIach B CTOPOHY jareps. B manuke
s1, KaXKeTCs, IepelyTajaa MecTo U Hadaa B30upaThCs o Apyroii, 60ee KPyToi TPOIMHKE, HO TaK
CIIelIusIa, YTO efBa Ik 3aMedasia MPensiTCTBUA. JIUIb HaBepXy IOHsJIa, YTO IOYTH BEIOUIACh U3 cul. K
TOMY K€ Ha JIeC CTaJlu OIyCKaThCs CYMEPKH, Pa3MbIBasi OUepPTaHUs JePeBbeB U IIPOUNX IpeaMeToB.
YyTh 3aMe[JIVJIa LIaT, IbITasiCh COPUEeHTHUPOBATLCS, B KaKyi0 CTOPOHY MITH Habllle, U TYT XKe 0Ka3ayiach B
IIJIEHY YBUX-TO PYK.

— MHI e1re He 3aKOHYMIIN PAa3rOoBOP, — pal3faliCsa Haf yXOoM rojgoc MMnepartopa, U 1 4yTh He OTIIpaBUJIach
B Canwl boros.

OH pe3Ko pa3BepHyJI MeHs K cebe JINIIOM U, IPUXKaB K IePeBy, HAaBUC CBEPXY.



— Hoquy BEI MHE COJIr'aJiIkd, CEHTa MSpI/IHI[}K?
— 4 He nrama BaM... — s BCe €llle IbiTaaach OTpHULIaTh, HO yXKe oe3 Hpe}KHeﬁ YBEPEHHOCTH.

— U cHoBa 110Kb, — KaxeTcs, IMIepaTop HayaJjl 3JIMThCA: €T0 I'Jla3a BHOBb IIPEBPATUJINCE B IBE UEPHBIX
O6e3gubl. — Temeps s TOYHO 3HAO, YTO ITO BBl TOTAA cHacyii MeHs B buaTtpe... Bel... Eie u monenoBanu
MeHs... — ero B3TJISI[ OCTaHOBUJICS Ha MOUX rybax.

— OT0 OBLLI He MOIIeJIy#! — BHIPBAJIOCh Y MEHS, U 5 C OIMO3TaHUEM IIOHsIIa, YTO TeIlephb YK TOYHO BhIIana
cebs1, UMmepaTop ke B OTBET yIOBJIETBOPEHHO YCMEXHYJICS. — ¢ fenaia BaM UCKyCCTBEHHOE
OBIXaHUe... — 00pedYeHHO MIPOJoIXKUIa si. — POT B POT...

— PoT B poT? — O6poBu AsyieHa Bappiest IpUnogHsINCh B HEOOYMEHUH.

— Ha... UCKyCCTBEeHHOe AbIXaHue — KOMIIJIEKC Mep IIPY PeaHuMalluy 4ejloBeKa, IIepeCcTaBIIero

OBIIAaTh, — IIOYTH KakK 10 yueOHUKY OTBeTHUNa 51, YeM BbI3BaJla elle 6oblliee HeJOyMeHNUe CO CTOPOHEL
HNmnepaTtopa. — BEI He AwIIany, moHUMaeTe? A s TaKUM CIIOCOO0M BaM ITOMOTJIA 3aAbIIIaTh CHOBA, 3aBeja
ceppile, 3acTaBuiia JieTKUe paboTaTk... — CO B3OOXOM MOsSICHUIIA 1. — Wm MHe HyKHO OBIJIO OCTaBUTH Bac
yMHUpAaTh?..

— Cnacu60 3a TO, YTO He OCTaBUJIM YMUPATh, — COBEPIIEHHO CepPhe3HO 0TO3BajIcs MMmepaTop.

— Ila He 3a uTo, Bamre BenuyecTBo, — g OTBeJia I'jia3a, IOCKOJIBKY YK€ He MOTJia BEIJEPXKUBATh €r0
HCITBITYIOIIETO B3TJIsIa, 0COOEHHO KOTa TOT 3afeP2KUBaJICd Ha MouXx rybax. — B To# cuTyauuu 51 6v1
momMorsa iobomy... TeMm 6ojiee, 1 maxe He 3HA/A, YTO 3TO OBIJTH BHI.

— TlpaBna, He 3HAIU? — C COMHEHHUEM [IePeCIPOCHIT OH.

— IlpaBma, Baire BenunuecTBo. s MeHsI BCTpeda ¢ BaMH 30ech, Ha OT6ope, ObllIa TaKoM Ke
HEOXHUIOaHHOCTEIO, KaK U OJId BaC, — OTBEeTUusa .

— Ho uTo BB menanu B buatpe? — BHOBB B34JIC 3a Agonpoc MMmepaTtop.

— 4 xuna TaM HelogaseKy, — B 9TOM s TOXKe IIOYTHU He COoBpasa.

— A B MOpe 4TO menanu?

— To ke, 94TO U ceromHs: IjIaBaja, — g He cOepzalia yCMellku. — 51 o4eHs 1060 II/1aBaTh, IOHUMaeTe?
— CTpaHHOe yBJIeUeHNE IOJId CeHTH-TpHoHa, — MMnepaTop ToXke YCMeXHYJICS.

— Ho s, Bpome, 1 He YMCTOKPOBHBIN I'PHOH, a TakK, HAIlOIOBHUHY... JIeTaTh HEe yMeI0, BOT ¥ Hay4duiIach
IJ1aBaTh, — 9Ta JI0XKb Aajlach JIerKO, IIOCKOJIBKY 5 caMa B Hee ITOYTH IIOBepUJia, KaK yxKe HauynHajla BEPUTH
B MCTOPWUIO, IPUAYMaHHYIO0 Ay MeHst Kimapuccoit Odumxk.

— 3uauuT, — AsnneH Bappreit HepBHO CTJIOTHYJI, — BBl BUAEJIM, KAaK UMEHHO S 0OKa3aJiCs B MOpe...

—4d MOTY OTBETUTH, YTO HET, TOJILKO 3TO CHOBa GYI[GT HeraBJIOfI, — 4 yanﬁHynaCL. — Ho, Bo3MOXKHO,
WUMEHHO TO, YTO 3TO CIIYYHUJIOCh Ha MOHMX I'Jla3aX M ITOMOTI'JIO BaC CIIaCTH...

— IDa, KOHEeYHO... — B3rIsa MMmepaTopa cTan pacCcessHHBIM, OyaTo OH yien B cebsi. — Ho...

— 41 He ckaxky 00 3TOM HUKOMY, — IIOHSJIA 51 CPa3y, YTO OH XOTEJI MOIPOCUTL. — MOXKeTe He BOJTHOBATLCH,
Bamre BenuuecTBo...

— Byny Bam npusHaTenieH, — KUBHYII OH.

— CenTa MoapuHaXK! — BHe3amlHO HapyLUIWJI TUILMHY Jieca roioc M3ympynHoro Kopons, ¥ BCKope OH caM
IoKa3aJics U3-3a fepeBbeB. — JIU... — OH 3amHyJCs, YBUAEB MeHs ¢ MMnepaTtopoM.

AnneH Bapprei Toxke OTHIPSTHYJI OT MEHSI ¥ C YOAUBJIEHHEM BO33pUJICS Ha OparTa.

— CeHTa MapuHxK, — BepToH yneIOHYICS MHE, — BOT BHI r'ie... C BaMu BCce B IIOPSIAKe, S paf... A TO BHI
TaK OOJITO He IOSABIISAIUCE, UYTO 51 PEIInJl OTIIPaBUTHCS Ha Ballld [IOUCKU.

— Bnaropapro 3a 6ecriokoiicTBo, Bame BennuecTBo, — s ToXKe OTOIIIA OT JIepeBa U cJierkKa
nokyjoHunack. — [Ipocto HeMHOro 3abnynunacsk, a MmnepaTtop nmomMor MHe Hautu gopory. C Bariero
TO3BOJIEHUS, — 5 MepeBaa B3rysan ¢ M3ympynuoro Kopomns Ha PyGuHoBOTO, — s moiigy. Batie
BemnuecTBO... — OKJIOHUIAChk BHa4Yasie MMnepaTtopy, 3aTteMm ero 6paty: — Bame BenmuecTso...

— Bac npoBoguTh, ceHTa? — TYT XKe cpearupoBaln bepToH, u UMnepaTop ToXe cHejiaji mar B MO0
CTOPOHY.



— Her, 6arogapio, — s KauHyJjia T'OJIOBO¥M. — [lyMalo, eC/H 5 MOSIBJIIOCh TaM B BallleM COIIPOBOXOEHUH,
HAc MOTYT HEIPaBUJIPHO MOHSATL. He 6ecrokoiTecCs, s HaWmy mOpoTy. £ yKe CIIBIITY I'0jiIoca U BUXKY
0T6IeCKH KOCTPOB...

Hamry cTossHKY g meCcTBHUTEeNbHO Halia OplcTpo. CTpaxka IpoIrycTusla MeHs 0e3 JIUITHUX BOIIPOCOB, U 5
Iocnelnnsa B cBoi maTtep. Mou cocepku [Jopotu u JInHIOa Kak pa3 TOTOBUINCEH KO CHY, MUIlens ke yxe
jiexara B IIOCTEJIM, OTBEPHYBIINUCH K CTeHKE. M 4TO-TO MHEe IOACKAa3bIBaJIO: OHA IIJIaKasia, ITepexkuBast
pa3rosop ¢ UmnepaTtopoM. MHe cTasno XkKajlb ee, HO 4eM g MoTJjla el moMo4yb? He gymaro, 4To Mou
yTellleHus HyKHBE Munienb. Eif TOMOXKeT TOJIBPKO Yy[0, @ UMEHHO B3aMHOCTEL CO CTOPOHEBI TOTO, B KOT'O
oHa BmoOeHa. 4 XKe He ¢est, YTOOH UCIIOTHUTE 9TO KeJlaHue, a Jaxke Hao00pOT, COMMEePHUIIA,
IIpeTeHayIolllee Ha TO Ke Cepflle, YTO M OHa.

— I'me BHI 00e mponafanu? — mpo3yaena JIMHOa Ipu Buae MeHsi. — BHadase offHa, — OHa KMBKOM
roka3zajia Ha Muilesnb, — 3aTeM Apyras, — Tenepb KMBOK OB afpecoBaH MHe. — HeyxKem HapyIIuim
3amnpet Ero BenmuyecTtsa?

— He cTouT Tak 6€CIOKOUTHCS O Hac, JInHaa, — CIIOKOMHO mapupoBajia el 1. — 3a CBOM HapPYIIEeHUS, eCIu
TAaKOBBIE M OBIJIM, MBI PACIIIATUMCS camMu. U3BUHM, HO 5 OYEHB yCTaja U X04y CIaTh...

Ko mMHe TyT ke nmombexkajia Mapu u IPUHSIIAch IIOMOTAaTh PACCTEruBaTh IyIaThe. K c4acThio, TO yCIeno
TIOJICOXHYTh, KAK ¥ BOJIOCHI, IIO9TOMY O MOEH BhIJIa3Ke K MOPIO HUKTO KpoMe obounx Koposielr 1 HeCKOJIBKUX
CTPaXKHUKOB TaK U He y3Hall.

Yxe Ha rpaHu CHa KO MHe BOpPYT IIPUIIJIO OCO3HAHUE, YTO g pafa... Paga, uto MMnepaTop MeHs y3Hal.
YTo Temeps OH 3HAET, YTO €ro cracia 4... M1 B 3Ty Houb g BIepBEIE 3a BpeMs HaxoxXneHus B ['apnee
3ackiaja C yas0KoM Ha uIle.
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OH HaIllen ee.

CTpaHHOeE, ITOYTHU AETCKOEe YyBCTBO PAOOCTH, CJIOBHO y Te0OSI CETOOHS OEHDb POXKIOEHUS U THI ITOTYYHJI
XKeJIaHHBIH TToJapoK. I'yObl KaKAbIM pa3 pPacTATUBAJIUCh B YIIBIOKE, CTOMIO AJIIEHY BCIIOMHUTD, KaK YBUOEJ
ee ceromgHs Ha Oepery, TOYHO B TOT O€HbB: C BIAXXKHBIMHM OT MOPCKOM BOOBLI BOJIOCAMHY M T'JIa3aMU, B KOTOPHIX
oTpaxaJioch 3aKaTHoOe coyHIle. COMHEHUN He OCTaloCh: 3TO Obljla oHa. OgHa U3 ero HeBeCT OKa3ajlaCh TOH!
caMo¥ cllacuTenbHUIEN. BOT yK YyOHBI UTPHL OOTOB, KTO OBl MOT ITOAYMAaTh...

Jlmuane MapuHmk. Teneps 3TO UMsI TPUOOPEIo OJisi AJIJIEHA CMBICIT, 3HAYUMOCTD, CTaJI0 OYATO OOBEMHBIM.
JIuu3mb... U moyeMy OHa IBITaach CKPBLITh O CBOEM MOCTynKe? [Ipyrasi 05 HEIPEMEHHO BOCIIOIb30Balach
TaKO¥ BO3MOXKHOCTBIO PACIIONOXUTL MiMnepaTopa K cebe. Hanmpumep, Ta ke Muiesns yX TOYHO He
ymyctuia ObI TAaKOTO IMIaHca. Bopouem, Murtmens u 6e€3 TOTO yKe He eOUHOXKAL HAalIOMHUJIA €MY, YTO 3TO
OHAa HalllJla ero yMupaiomuM Ha 6epery. AJJIeH COKPYIIEHHO B3TOXHY/I: M YTO eMy menaTh ¢ Muriesns? Kak
CIIPaBUTLCS C €e HeyeMHOW HAaTypOUu M YyBCTBaMU, OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a KOTOPEHIE OHA IIepesioXkKuia Ha
Hero? M oOumeTh He XOUeTCsI, BCe XXKe He YyxkKas OHa eMy, HO ¥ HECTH Ha cebe 3TOT I'pPy3 TOXKe TJIYIO...

Ho Bckope ero MbeICiiu BHOBb BEPHYJIUCH K JInH31b M3puHAXK. YOUBUTEIbHAA CeHTa, HelloxoXas Ha
OpyTrux... BynoTo u He u3 3TOr0 MHUpPa. HemapoM roBopsiT, YTO IIOJIYKPOBKU — OCOOEHHEIE, Y2Ke He IIPOCTOMH
JIIOM, HO elle He TPUOH. JleTaTh HE YMEEeT, a IJIaBaTh JTIOOUT... AJIJIEH YCMEXHYJICSI, BCHOMHUB 00 3TOM.
BrnaropogHbie CEHTHI-TPUOHBI OOBIYHO OOSITCS MOOXOOUTDH K BOOE B YEIOBEYECKOM OOTUYHUU, TOIBKO €CIIH
CMEHSAT UIIOCTacCh: APAKOH HUKOI'a He YTOHET, B OTJINYHE OT YeJloBeKa.

C ynuIibl mOoHeccs Toinoc BepToHa, U AJjieH BHyTpeHHe Hampsrcs. BpaT B mocieqHee BpeMsi BEI3BIBA B
HeM HesICHOe pa3gpazxkeHue, a CerofHsl OHM X BOBCE eBa He ITOCCOPUIKNCh. M Bce u3-3a Tou ke JIMHIIb
MopuHOK. AneH ObINT HEIIPUSATHO YOUBIIEH, KOrma OpaT IOSBUIICS TaM, B Jiecy. [la elle u 0Ka3alioCh, OH
TOXKe XK[ajl CeHTy MapuHaK. BepToH Kak Bcerja OTIIyTHIICS Ha BOIPOC AJfieHa, KaKUMHU CyObO0aMu OH
TaMm okasaJsica. OpmHako AJIJIeH yKe He pa3 3aMedall, Kak 6paT KPyTUTCS OKOJIo JIMHOITL, U eMy 3TO yiKe
Ha4YMWHAJIO MTOPSIOKOM HagoedaTh.

— IToxoxke, TH y2Ke IpucMoTpes cebe HEBECTy, — CKa3aJl Torza eMy AJINieH, efle COoepkKuBasi SMOIIUU. —
Ho nompumepzku CBOM MOPHIBEL, BepToH, 9T0 Mo#i OT6OP ¥ mpaBoO IEePBOTO BEIOOPA 3[IECh 3a MHOMH, HE
3abb1Baii. U s BOCIIOJIB3YIOCH MM B IIOJTHOM MeEpe...

BepToH Ha 9TO HUYETro He OTBETHJI, YeM TOJITbKO TTOATBEPANI AOTagKu AJeHa.
— Eme He couik? — 6part, 1eToK Ha TIOMUHE, BOIIEN B IIaTep.
AnneH MWL OTPULIATEIIHHO MOTHYI TOJIOBOHM.

— A g mosneTtajl HeMHOro, — BepToH ¢ 3eBKOM IOTAHYJICSI. — CBEXO0, XOPOIIO... — HO IIOTOM CIIOXBATHUJICSA U
BHHOBATO IOCMOTpeEN Ha Opata: — I[IpocTtu, s He XOTer... 3a0HhII...

— Huyero, Bce B MoOpsimKe, — CIIOKOMHO OTO3BasCs AeH. — TwI O JTydlile 0 CBOel 6e30MacHOCTH
rnmogyMari, mpexpe YeM oOpallaThCsa B pakoHa... Tebs1 MoM IpuMep HU4YeMy He YUUT?

— YTo-TO MHe IIO[ICKa3kiBaeT, — BepToH ¢ pa3Maxy ynas Ha IIepUHEBI, KOTOPLIEe B OPOTe UM 3aMeHsIN
TIOJTHOLIEHHYIO0 KPOBaTh, — MOS KM3Hb HE TaK LIeHHAa, Kak TBOsi. BepHee, cMepTh. X MHTEpPECYEIIh TH, a He
s1. Ho TBI Beb TOXKe cerofgHs He ObLI OCTOPOKEH, ITOKUHYJI JIareph, MMOIIes I'yIsSTh K MOPIO...

— MeHs mo3Baja IIOTrOBOPUTh MuIliesib, — Opu3Hascs AieH. — 9 He MOT el 0TKa3aThb B 3TOM IIPOCKOe...

— VYiien ¢ Muitens, a BEpHYJICSI C CEHTOM M3pUHIOXK... — MPOTAHYJI BepTOH HaCMeUlIuBLIM TOHOM. BynTo
U He IOMHUJI, UTO K HEMY TOXKe €CTh Ha 3TOT CUeT IIPEeTEeH3UH.

— 4 BCTpeTun ee COBEPIIEHHO CIIyYalHO...

— W uyTh cmy4adiHO He IIOIeJIoBal? — eXuOHO 3aMeTun OpaT. — Bo BCSIKOM ciydae, MHE Tak
II0Ka3anoch...

— Tebe melCcTBUTENBHO ITOKA3aJI0oCh, — XOJIOOHO OTBeTU N AsyieH. Ho B ciefyiomuil e MUT TIPECTaBuUII,
KaK BIMBAETCS B HEXKHBIE T'yOrI JIMHIIF M9PUHOXK XKATHBIM MIOILIEITYEM.

— KcTaTtu, TH 3HaEIb, YTO TETYIIKAa MeaHu 0 IPUOBITUHN B AJIIIAHUT, COOMPaeTCs OTIIPABUTDL Ha3a[
OIHY U3 TBOUX HEeBeCT? — BepToH MexXay TeM CMeHUNI TeMy. — Eciu Thl, KOHEYHO, He Oyelb IPOTUB.

— Ia, MemaHu 4To-TO roBopusa 06 aToM... OHa yzKe CKa3aya, Koro Beidpasna? — AJJieH BOPYT IomyMarll,
4TO TeTS NMPENJIOKUT eMy KaHOUAaTypy CeHThl MapuHaxk. KoHeYHO, OH OTKaxXeT el, Ho caM (aKT, 4TO 3Ta
OeBYyIIKa BhI3BaJia Y Hee KaKue-TO IT0J03peHus, OblI OB eMy HenpusaTeH. Y MelaHu OTMEHHast HHTYUILINS,
OHa BUIUT BCEX HACKBO3b, OT HEe e[iBa I YKPOETCS UbsI-HUOYOb Qanbilb. AJJIeH He pa3 CIIpallliBai y TETH



COBETa HACYEeT TOro UJjIh KHOT'O YEeJIOBEKa, 0COOEeHHO ecjiu OeJio KaCaJioCh I/IMHepI/II/I, HO KaCaTeJIbHO
JInHsIB €My COBCEM H€ XOTeJIOCE CJIBIIIAaTh €€ MHEHHE.

— Hert, cobupaeTtcs 3aBTpa o6CcymuTh 3T0 ¢ To60#. Ho ecnu mopaccyXpmaTh, TO 3TO TOYHO HEe MUIlesnb, —
cTan 3arubath nanbibl bepTon. — He nmpunniecca I'patic u He nnemsinauila OmanoBoi Koponesrl, ux yxom
IIOKa OUIIJIOMaTUYeCKM HeBHITOAeH. BIU3HAIIKY, I0Jlaraio, ToXKe IIoKa He IIonafyT Ion yaap... 3Ha4uT,
KTO-TO M3 OCTABIIUXCH TPeX... BrpoueM, KTO 3HaeT, KOTOopasi M3 HEBECT Ha 3TOT pa3 He BhIOepzKala
HUCIbITaHue Haled MenaHu? Bo3MOXKHO, S 1 OHINOAIOChk...

— Ilo¥iny BBEISICHIO 9TOT BOIIPOC cerldac, — AJJIeH NOCHeln IOOHATECS ¢ mocTenu. — K 4eMy 3Tu TauHEBL?
MHe mHOTIa KaXkeTcsi, 9YTo MenaHu pa3BiekaeTcs 3a cueT 3Toro Or6opa. 5 ke OynaTo Ob HE UMEIO K
9TOMY HUKAKOT'0 OTHOIIIEHMS.

— O, y Ero BennuectBa UMniepaTopa HaKOHEII-TO IIPOCHYJICS HHTEPEC K TOMY, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT BOKPYT
HEero, — X0XOTHYJI BepToH. — BuXKy, TBoe 3M0POBhLE HAaUYMHAET IIPUXOAUTH B HOPMY, THI JlaKe BBITIISAETD
cTas Jyd4uie...

— 4 mencTBUTEJILHO YYyBCTBYIO cebs1 HAaMHOTO JIydiiie, 4eM paHblIe, — Annen HAKHHYIJI Ha IIJIeYH IIJIalll 1
HalIPaBUJICA K BBIXOLY.

— AnneH, — BOPYT OKJIMKHYJI eTo 6paT, u oH o0epHYICSA. — £ paf, 4TO TH IOIIPaBIIsienscsi, — bepToH Ha
3TOT pa3 CMOTPEJ Ha HETO CePbe3HBIM B3TISIOOM, 0€3 ero MPUBLIYHLIX YXMBIJIOK U YKHUMOK.

— Cnacubo, — noGnaronapHn AnmneH ToXe HCKPEHHEe, U BCA 3JIOCTh Ha 6paTa TYT K€ paccediiacCh.

— MoxerT, Kak O0yzmeM B ANaHuTe, CXOOUM Kyha BMecTe? — K BepToHy BepHYyachk ero yiabioka. — Kak
panbite, a? Crbllaj, TaM OTKPBIIOCH ITapy BeCchbMa MHTEePECHBIX 3aBeleHui. [IpUKMHEeMCS ONSATh KaKUMU-
HUOYyOb 3ae3KMMHU TOPrOBIIaMU U Pa3BjiedyeMCs Ha IIOJIHYIO KaTymKy, a? [laBaii... Tel BeOb Tak HaBHO
HUKYy[a He BEIXOOUJI, a Korja ctaa MiMiepaTopoM ¥ BOBCe IIPEBPATHUJICSI B KAKOT'0-TO YBAHJIMBOI'O 3aHyY.
[IpssMO cMOTPETH Ha TeOS TOIIHO...

— 51 merCTBUTENBHO TAaKUM CTajl? — AJIJIEH C COMHEHWEM IPUIIOOHSJI OOHY OPOBb.
— TuI GBI ce0s BuAes! — ¢ xKapoM ImoATBepaunl bepToH, u oHU 00a, He BEIIEePKaB, PAaCCMESIIUCH.

— JlamHo, s TogyMalo HaJl TBOMM IIpeioXKeHueM, — AJIJIeH MPOmoIKajl yiasbaThCs. — M Haml «3aHYoOH»
TOXKeE...

— BoT 310 coBCceM mpyroe meno, — BepToH mOOMUTHYI €My, a AJIJieH, BHOBb YCMEXHYBIIINCD, BHIIIET U3
maTpa.

51 9yTh He 3abblyIa 0 MaCKUpYyloleM 3IuKcupe. JJopoTH BCIO HOYDb Xpallejia U Melllajia CllaTh, B pe3yJibTaTe
s1 3aipeMa’ia TOIbKO IOf YTPO U eABa He IMPOMyCTHUJIa 9ac, KOoTraa AelCTBUE MPOIIUION MOPLUUY ITOOX0IMIIO K
KOHIIy. XOPOIIIO eIlle, YTO HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI, KakK s HEPBHO POIOCh B CBOEM PHUMAMKIOIE, a ITOCIIe MaXKyCh
YeM-TO U3 MaJIeHbKOTo (pJIaKoHa.

Kpome 3TOro yTpoMm CHOBa BO3HUKIIA IMpobGiieMa C KynaHueM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 51 He PUCKHYJIa cOexaTh u3
yarepsi. Pemmia, 9YTO MOTEPIUTIO A0 AJIIAHUTA, Ky[a, 0 MIPOTHO3aM, MBI AOJIKHEI OBIJIN MPUOHITH ITOCTIE
obema. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BUepalIHue OOIIeHue C MOPEM IIOAIIMTAI0 MeHs Kyaa nyd4ine u 3¢pGeKTUBHEH,
yeM 0ObIYHASI BaHHA, IO3TOMY y MeHsI OBIJIM BCe IIIAHCH JoeXaTh A0 KOPOJIEBCKOU pe3ufeHIuu B Gojee-
MeHee HOPMAaJIbHOM COCTOSIHHH.

3aBTpakajau MBI BHOBB OTHEJIFHO OT MMIiepaTopa, s 2Ke IOCTOSHHO JIOBUJIa ce6s1 Ha TOM, YTO HIIy eTo
B3rsggoM. Ho yBupmena Ero BenuuecTBo, IUITL KOTAA MBI PacCazkKHUBaIMCh 0 KapetaM. OH ToXKe 3aMeTHI
MEHsI ¥ HEOXKUAAaHHO KUBHYJI, BEIpazkasi CBOe MMPHUBETCTBUE. B Irpyau NPUSTHO 3allleMUJIO, U sI C TPYIOM
crepzkarna y/ibeioKy. TOPOTITMBO CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY B OTBET M 3aCKOYMJIA B 9KHUITAK.

Mutienb yXe CHuesa Ha CBOEM MeCTe U C OTPEeIlleHHBEIM BHIOM CMOTPesia B OKHO. Ee riiasa qo CHUX Top
OBIJIM TOKPACHEBIINMHU OT ITPOJIUTHIX CJie3, a I'yOrl 0O0KyCaHHI.

— 3Haelllb... — IPOU3HECIIA 5, KaK ObI Pa3MBIIISAsA. — f CTOMBKO pa3 B CBOEM XKU3HU CTy4danach B
3aKpHITHIE ABEPU, HO 6€3Pe3yIbTaTHO... A TOTOM MOHSNA, YTO Pa3 HUKTO HE OTKPHIBAET, 3HAYUT, MHE 3TO,
CKOpee Bcero, HeHyXkHO. U cpasy crasno nerde... UHOrga cBOM KeJlaHUS HAO OTHYCTUThL. Kak 1 9yBCTBa...
Bce aTo noToMm camo K Tebe BepHeTCs, Korpa O6yneT HyxKHO. Unu ke ecau 6yneT HYXKHO...

— A ecnu 3TH YYBCTBa — BC€ 4TO Yy Tebs ecTh? — XPHUIIJIO 0TO3BallaChb Mumens. — Ecnu OHU U €CTh TBOS
KH3Hb...

— DTO He TBOS XU3HB, a TIOPbMA, B KOTOPYIO THI caMa ce0s Imocaguiia ¥ OTKy[a He XOYeIllb BEIITyCKaTh... —
s1 TOBOPHUJIA, He T'NiAas Ha Hee. — 2KHM3Hb HAXOOUTCS 3a CTEHaMM 3TOU TIOPbMHIL... A elle... — s chaenala
nmay3y nepepn TeM KakK IIPOAoIXKUTh. — Henb3s TepsiTh caMOyBaxKeHUsl, YTOObI HU IIPOMCXOOUIIO U KaK OBl C



TOOO¥ HU mMocTynanu. Eciu T He yBaXaelb cebsi, TO U Opyrue He OyOyT 3TOTO [esaTh...

Munienb HUYEro He OTBETHIIA, JIUIIG elle 0oJIblle yia B cebs. S ToXe He cTajia IpomoJiKaTh 3TOT
pa3roBop, IOCYUTaB, 4TO 1 6e3 Toro mo3ponuia cebe ckazars aumHero. Ecnu y Muiiiens ocTanock X0Th
HEMHOT0 pa3yMa U TOro e CaMOyBaXeHUs, TO OHAa CMOXKEeT CIIPAaBUTHLCS CO CBOUMU Pa3pyMINTEIbHEIMYU
4YyBCTBaMH. B IPOTUBHOM ClIy4ae, e yKe HUu4eM He ITIOMOYb...

OcCTaToK JOPOTH MHEI ITPOBEIN B MOTYaHWK. MUIIeJIb HEMHOTO OKHMBUJIACh, JIUIIL KOTIa BheXallu B
Annanut. Ilepen HaMu IIPeACTall IOPTOBLINA IOPO, IIYMHBIN M HE OYE€Hb YHUCTHIM, B OTJIMYHE OT TOTO XK€
Typmanuua. Hamr KopTezk ciefoBas 110 OOHOM M3 I'JIaBHHIX YJIUII, YTO pacliojarajiach BAOIb HaOepexKHOM U
npuyana, 3abuToro KkopabnsaMu 1 nogkaMu. Bo3myx ObII HAIWTAH BJIaroM, 3allaxaMy MOPS U CBeKeH
PBIOBI. AJITIAHUT KUJI CBOEH KM3HBIO, U MOSBIIEHNE UMIEPATOPCKUX 3KUNAaXKeW 371eCh He BEI3BIBAJI TAKOTO
dypopa, Kak B cTonurie. [la, ropozkKaHe Tak Ke KJIaHSIKUCh IPU BUAE KapeT ¢ rep6aMu, HO OObIlle He
TIPOSIBIISIN JTIOOOMBITCTBA, CIIEQYS HaslbIlle II0 CBOUM [IeJiaM.

Pesupnennust BappsieeB pacnonaranachk Ha IPYyroM KOHIIe TOPOa U IOX0Ausia 00JIbIle Ha CPegHEBEKOBHIN
3aMOK, 4eM Ha IIOMIIe3HLIH [IBOpPeIl: CBeTI0-cepasi KaMeHHas KilagkKa, BRICOKKe OalllHu, 3y0dYaTas
KPEIMoCTHasi CTeHa U JaXke POB, C IepeOpOIlIeHHLIM Yepe3 Hero MOCTOM.

I/IMHepaTop C 6paTOM II€PBBIMU IIOKUHYJIKM CBOU KaPEThlI U CKPLBIJIUCH B 3aMKe, HAaC 2Ke IIOIIPOCUJIM HEMHOTI'O
3amepxKaThCS.

— VBHI, MUIIBIE CEHTHI, — coGpajia HeBECT BOKPYT ce0s MenaHu, — HO OMHOM U3 BaC CETOMHS He MPUAeTCs
PacIakoBEIBaTh CBOM BEIlM, IIOCKOJIbKY OHA HE BBIAEpPzKasia MOero 0YepeaHOro HerjlaCHOIO UCIIBITaHusS. A
HMniepaTop MOTHOCTEIO OLOOPHUII MO€e pelIeHue.

— 4d-To ayMalla, — HaXMYPHUBIIIKUCH, HIESITHYJIa Munienb, — OTYEr0 MEI egeM KaKHuM-TO YK CJIIMIIKOM OOJITHUM
nmyreM. ECTs opora u moKopodue.

— IToyeMy THI cpa3y He CKa3aja? — Tak JKe IIel0TOM YAUBUIIACH 5.
— Hy marno nu... — Ta noxara mie4aMu.

Tak Hac OmATh UCHHITEIBANIK? YeM xKe, MHTepecHo? ¢ Havasa IUX0pagodyHo cooOpaxkaTh, YTO TAKOTO
HeOOBIYHOTI'0 IIPOUCXOMUIIO BO BpeMs IOPOTH, HO HUYEro ocof0oro Ha yM He MpuxXomuio. A Moxer...? Tyt
MHEe CTaJI0 HECKOJIBKO He To cebe. BOpyr 3ampeT Ha BHIXOM U3 Jlareps U ObIJTI TeM CaMbIM UCIIBITAHUEM?
Torpa s ero TOYHO IIpoBanuia... XoTsd... MUlllens Ke ToXKe BBEIXOIOUIIa, HO ee MOI'YT OCTaBUTh, KaK «CBOIO»,
a BOT CO MHOM yXe HUKTO HIHYUTCS He OyHerT...

— Ha pmomto 6ygymest iMnepaTpulsl MOXKET BBIIIACTh MHOXKECTBO TSITOT, — IIpomoiiKana Menanu, —
KOTOPBIE OHA AOJI?KHA BEHIHOCUTH C AOCTOMHCTBOM. 60 MMnepaTpulla — OpUMeEp [Jis CBOUX MOAaHHBIX. Bo
BpeMsI Halllel JOPOTH BhI, CEHTHI, OBIJIM YMHIIIJIEHHO TOCTABJIEHE! B HE 04€Hb KOM(POPTHHIE U IIPUBEIYHEIE
st cebs ycnoBusi. BONBITMHCTBO U3 BaC BBIIEPIKAIU UX C YECTHIO U CMUPEHUeM, YTO He OCTasoCh
He3aMedeHHEIM Ero BennuyecTBOM U He MOTJIO He BBI3BaTh €ro yBaxeHue. M nuitk ogHa cCeHTa NIposBUiIa
cebs He C JTyd4Inel CTOPOHH. JTO B, rpaduns UToH, — MemaHu moBepHYIach K JImHOe. — Barmux
KallpHU30B U IIPEeTEeH3UU OBIII0 Yepecyyp MHOTO, OHU [OCaXKOaik He TOINbKO MHE M OPYTUM HeBeCcTaM, HO U
camomy MimmepaTtopy. IToaToMy ceromHSIIHUYN BRIOOP AAJICS €My JIETKO. BBl MO2KeTe O0CTaThCs B 3aMKe 0
yTpa, 4TOOBI OTHOXHYTh U HAOpaThCS CHUJI, a 3aBTPa, C pacCBeTOM yemeTte goMmoi. [la, Ero BenugecTBo
BepToH TOXe oTHyCcKaeT Bac...

JIuHpa XxKe OT 3TOT0 pellleHus IIPUIIIa B SPOCTh.
— Ila ugute BH Bce K [1'apxy! — npokprdasna oHa, TOIIHYB HOTou. — U 1 HeMe[JIeHHO ye3XKalo JoMOou!

— Jluepga, 3ayeM TH TaK? — MIMKHYJIA Ha Hee [JopoTu. — 3TO BeOb pe-ceHTa ['eMHC, U THI celiyac B 3aMKe
Ero BenuuectBa! OH, BO3MOXXHO, CMOTPHUT Ha TeOs ceiyac...

— IpumMuTe XOTH 3TO MOPAKEHNE C MOCTOMHCTBOM, CeHTa MTOH, — XOJIOJHO IIPOu3Hecia MeaHu.
— 4 HeMeMJIeHHO ye32Kalo IOMOM, — mpolieAusia JInHaa.

— Kak moxeaerte, rpadunsi, — Menanu 60Jbille HE CMOTpeJjia Ha Hee. — CEeHTHI, TPOIITy CJIeIOBaTh 3a
MHO¥ B 3aMOK... TaM HacC yzKe [OOJI2KeH XKIOaTh CHITHEIN 00ef...



I';maBa 22

— Bor, rocnoxa, BeiOpaia caMoe HeMapkKoe, — Mapu gocTaja u3 Ikada mnatbe KodenHoro iseta. — U
dacon npocToii... Takoe momornaet?

— HagepHoe...

¢l u camMa He 3Hajla TOYHEHINA OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIpoc. HoBoe HCIIbITaHKe, KOTOPOe XKIaJI0 MeHsI CerOgHSs,
HaCTOpaXKuBajo u nyrajao. HUKToO He 3Ha, YTO OHO U3 ce0st OymeT mpeacTaBlIsaTh, HO IOCIe
nmpenynpexpaeHuit MemaHu, TPO3ByYaBIINX 3a 3aBTPAKOM, BCE Pa3BOJIHOBAIUCH.

— OTO uUCHBITaHKE — TPaAUIKs, KOTOpasl CyIIeCTBYeT yXKe He OOHO CToneTHe. Ero yCcrnemHso npoxogunmu
BCe CyIIPyTr'¥ KOpoJjel, BK/Ilo4as MOKOWHYI0 MaTh ¥ 6abky Hamero MMnepaTropa, — ckasaja pe-CeHTa. —
OHO He U3 caMbIX TPUSTHBIX, HO BO3MOXKHOCTH u30exkaTh ero y Bac He Oymet. Bosnee Toro, Ha Hem OyneT
MIPUCYTCTBOBATh U MiMmiepaTop, u ero 6pat, U3ympynueiit Koposnb, BepTton Bappneit. Bce, uem Mmory Bam
IIOMOYb, 3TO [IOCOBETOBATh HEe HalleBaTh Ha UCIILITAHKWE CBOIO JIVUIIYIO OfEeX/Yy, faXKe eCJIA BaM 3aX04eTcs
IIoKpacoBaThCs nepen obouMu BenudectBamu. BribupaiiTe miaThst IONPOIIe, Te, C KOTOPBIMU BaM He
Kanko OymeT paccTaThCs.

CoBeT merCTBUTENbHO OBbII CTPAHHBIN M TOJIBKO OOJIbIIIE PACTPEBOXKUI HEBECT, B TOM YHCJIe U MEHSI.
[Toxanyii, 9T0 OBUIO TEPBOE UCIHITAHNE, KOTOPHIM ST IIPOHUKIIACH. [[0 9TOT0 MOMEHTa S He 0c000
nepexuBaa ob ucxone UCIBITaHUM, TOJTHOCTHIO IIOJIOXKUBIIKUCH Ha CYyIbOy, eIUHCTBEHHOE 13-3a Yero
TepezkuBasa, 3TO BO3MOXKHOCTH OBITh PACCEKPEYEHHOM U y3HaHHOU MMmnepaTopoM. Temeps ke, mocie
pasroBopa ¢ Py6uroBeiM KopomeM y MOps, MOM IPUOPUTETHL KAK-TO HE3a@METHO CMECTUJIUCEH B UHYIO
CTOPOHY, ¥ V MeHS BIIepBLIe IIOSIBUJICS CTPax He IPOUTU 5TO UCIBITaHNWE U TOKUHYTh 3aMOK Bappiiees
Bcnen 3a JIuupoiut MToH.

— IIpudecky ToxkKe feaTh MPOCTYIO, TOCIIOXKA? — IMOMHTEpPecoBajiack Kprc, BOOpPyKUBIIINUCH TPpebGHEM U
IITITUTbKaMU.

— aBai IPOCTYI0, — COTJIACHUJIAChH 1, TPUCAXKHUBASICEH Iepe[ 3ePKaIoM.
— Maxusax”?

— CoBceM HEMHOTO, — S IIOIIPaBHJIa 0aHT Ha TPyOU U IIpUTIagujia PO, — MoO>KHO OCTaHOBUTHCS Ha
JIETKOM DYMSsIHIIE€ OJIsI CBE€2KEeCTHU U BCe.

— Kak ckaxere, rocoozxa...

It mcobliTaHUS Hac coOpanyu B KAMUHHOM 3ajie. B IleHTpe Hero cTosI0 CeEMb CTYIIBEB, 10 KOTUYECTBY
OCTAaBIIIMXCS HEBECT, a COOKY, y caMOro KaMUHa — [Ba Kpecja, UX BCKope 3aHanu 06a Kopons. ITocne
MIOSIBIIEHUST BappiieeB O3BOIWIN IPUCECTh UM HaM. Bce ObUIM HanpsAKeHH 0 Tpefesa, Jaxe IpUHIlecca
I'patic, KoTOpas B 3TOT pa3 BOJIEIO ClIy4dasi OKa3ajaCch MOeU COCegKOl, YKPaOKOou BhITHPAasa BCIOTEBIINE
JIaJlOHY O IIJIaThe.

— HrTakK, ceHTh, — MeaHu IPOIIack BIOIbL HaC. — YMeHue BilafeTh CoO00i U CBOMMU SMOITUSIMH B
m000¥, maxke caMO¥ HeIlpeOBUOEHHON CUTYaIluu — OJHO M3 BaXKHBIX JOCTOMHCTB UMnepaTpunsl. U
CerogHs MHI IPOBEPUM, YMEETE JIU BHl COXPaHSAThH JIMIIO, KOT[a BaM CTPAIIHO, IPOTUBHO UJIU XK€e BHI
OKOH(Y3UIIUCH Ha TJla3ax y OPYTUX JII0Oeu.

OnHa cphenana 3HaK PYKOM, ¥ B 3aJI BOIIIJIM CEMB CITy?KaHOK, KaX/asi M3 KOTOPHIX [epKaja HEKNe eMKOCTH.
Y ogHO¥ m3 meByIIeK ObINT OOIBITON KYBIITWH, SBHO TSI2KEJBINA, OTYEr0 OHA 3aMETHO CYTYJIUJIach, IBITAsICh
ero ymepkarhb.

— Tonbko He Boma... — BBEIPBAJIOCHh Y ME€Hs OT yZKaca.

51 mpousHeca 3TO 1IenoToM, HO I'paic ycblliana U IIOKOCHUJIach Ha MeHs B HeOyMeHUHU. 51 MBICIIEHHO
oTpyrana cebe 3a 6GecredyHOCTh, Hafietoch, CarndupoBasi IPUHIIECCAa BOCIPUHSIA 3TO KaK MO0 c1aboCTh U
He goraganach 00 HCTUHHOM MPUYHHE MOETo CTpaxa.

— HTak, — cHOBa mporoBopuia Menanu. — Celiyac, BO3MOXKHO, KTO-TO U3 BaC BCTPETUTCSI CO CBOUMU
TIOTaeHHBIMU CTPaxXaMH, UJIM JKe IONafeT B II0JIoKeHHue, Korfa OygeTe rOTOBHI IIPOBAJIUTHCS CO CTHIA
CKBO3b 3eMJTIO... Balra 3ajlaya COXpaHUTH YYBCTBA IMOJ 3aMKOM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE ITOHSIJI, YTO BhI

HCIIBITHIBAETE B 3TOT MUT Ha camoM feine. HukTo. Ta ke, KOTopas He COePKUTCST U OTIYCTUT Ha BOJIIO
amoruu, nokuHeT OTO0P. ECiiu Takux HecoepzKaHHBIX CEHT OyIeT HECKOJIbKO, 3HAYUT, YHUAYT OHU BCe.
BapuaHT, YTO CerogHst Mbl HH C KEM He MOIIPOIaeMCsi, TOXKe BO3MOxKeH. Tak 4To, BCe B BAIIUX PyKaX.

O, 6oru, 94TO 3a U3meBaTeIbCTBO? IIPSIMO KaKOM-TO IICUXOIOTHYECKUNA TPEHUHT «I00emu CBOM CTpax».
OmHako MeHs OOJIbllle BOJTHOBAJIM He MOU BHYTPEHHUE KOMILJIEKCHI, KOTOPBIE BOPYT IIPOPBYTCS HAPYXYy, a
TO, UTO B TOM CaMOM KYBIIIMHE, OT KOTOPOI'O 1 HUKAK He MOTJIa OTOPBAaTh I'Jla3, HaXOOUTCSA BoOa WU



opyrasi KUOKOCTb U ee MOTYT BEIJIUTh Ha MeHs. BOT Torma TOYHO HACTYIIUT MOM JTMYHBIN ApMarenioH.

Korma ciykaHKu cTanu IpubIukKaThCsa K HaM, 5 BCe TakK xKe 0e30TPHIBHO CJIefuyIa 3a TOH, YTO Hecla
KYBIIINH, ¥ MBICJIEHHO MOJIMJIach, 4TOOBI OHa OblIa He MO MO0 OyIry. 51 roToBa OblIa BEIAEPKAaTh BCE YTO
YrOOHO, Jake TapaHTYy/a y ce0s B IpUYecKe UK TOPSAYUN BOCK Ha KOXe, TOJILKO OBl MeHS He OKaTUIU
Bomo#. Ho AeByIllKa OCTAaHOBUJIACh HEMHOT'O HE JOXOMsS OO MEHsI, IPSIMO 3a CIIUHOM Opuaky Talphl, U 5
MenjIeHHO BHIOOXHYIa. KTo oKa3ascs mo3anu MeHs, g yKe He BUIesia, BIIPo4YeM, 3TO OBIIO HEe CTOJb
BaxHo. ['1aBHOe, He BOfaA...

— Hauanu, — CIIOKOMHO CKOMaHOoBasla MenaHu.

ITepsoit mox yoap nonana [Jopotu. Ha Hee BEICEIIIAIN KaKOKW-TO PO30BaTHIM IIOPOLIOK, ITIOC/IE KOTOPOTO OHA
BCsI Ha4aJjla MOKPHIBATHCS MSITHAMHU M BONALIPSIMU. 110 BCcell BUIMMOCTH, OHU UK OOJIEeIH, UJIU YeCaJIUuCh,
IIOCKOJIBKY T'YOBI [JOpOTH 3aMeTHO ITOoJparuBaly U KPUBUIINCH, HO €i BCe JKe yIaJioCh He TPOMU3HEeCTU HU
3BYKa.

[anee 6nina Tatipa. Ee gedcTBUTENILHO OKATHU/IXU BOMOM, HO TaKOM XOJIOMHOM, YTO OHA Ha MTHOBEHUE
OTKpHBIJIA POT, Aeiasi CYOOPOXKHBIN B3[0X, ITOC/IE Ha PyKax OPUOKYU MOSBUJIaCh TYCUHAS KOXa, @ MOKPHIE
BOJIOCHI ¥ IIJIaThe MTOOEePHYIUCh nHeeM. ['Isios Ha Hee, s1 BHOBb BO3Heca O1aromapHOCTb 60oraM 3a TO, YTO
¥ B 9TOT pPa3 OHU MeHs obeperiu oT Bomakl. Ho 1 Talipa JOCTOMHO CIIPaBHUIACh C 9TUM HUCIILITAaHHUEM.,

I'patic. CnyXaHKa IepeBepHyia Hajll Hell CBOI0 eMKOCTh, KOTOpasi PaHbIlle Ka3ajaach HAIOTHEHHOM KaKOow-
TO KPACHOM KPYNHOH, HO Ha fAejie 310 OputH... 2ZKy4dku. MajieHbKUe, ajible XKYUYKU-PUCUHKYU, KOTOPBIE MUTOM
pas3bexkanuck IO Tely IPUHIIECCH], 3aII0JI3as 3a ee IIUBOPOT, PyKaBa U BEIPE3 IIJIaThs. YIKe TOJIbKO
HabJTIomast 3a 3TUM, y MEHSI HaYWHAJI0 3yOeTh KOXa, MIPEeICTaBIIsI0, KaKOBO OBIJIO TEPIETh Momo0HOoe
HamecTBUe ['Pa¥ic M COXPAHATH JIUI[0 TAKUM HEBO3MYTHUMEBIM, akKe KOTrfa XKYYKHU OLITAJIUCh IPOHUKHYTh
el B HoC. BoT y kKoro, KaxeTcst, 6yeT CerogHsi Ipu30Boe MECTO.

Temnepb Mot yepen. 4 BHYTpeHHE cobpaiack, oXkuaas 4ero yrogHo. CiayxkaHKa c3afy 4TO-TO HOJIT0
KoTlajiach, UCIILITHIBAs MO€ TepIleHNue, IIOTOM K€ Ha MOIO I11el0 BODOTHUKOM JIETJIO HEYTO OMEP3UTEIbHO
Cu3Koe 1, Kaxetcs, 6osbirroe. OHO Me[JIEHHO CTajIo IIEPENOI3aTh MHE Ha I'pydb... He 3Ha0, Kak s He
3aBU3Kasa, Korga HakKoHell yBUAana 9Ty ragoctk. He To HaceKoMoe, He TO PeNITUINS, IIJIOCKOe U
BEITSIHYTO€, KaK MOKPHIIa, OJIUHHOIO C II0JI MOe¥ PYKH, II0 06e Ke CTOPOHEL OT er0 TOJICTOTO Tejla POCiIu
OecsITKU MaJIeHbKUX IeNKUX JianoK. OHO IIOJI3JI0 BHU3, 110 MOe I'PyAH, JKUBOTY, OegpaM U OCTaBIISAIIO 3a
co60if KaKy0-TO OTBPATUTEJIFHYIO BSI3KYI0 CyOCTAHIIMIO C HEIPUSITHLIM 3allaXOM, OT KOTOPOTO MYTHIIO eIle
6osbirre. YToOB OTBJIEULCS OT PBOTHBIX MTO3LIBOB U JKEJIAHUS 3a0PaTh YTO €CTh MOYH, S CTajla CMOTPETH B
OPYTYI0 CTOPOHY U HedasiHHO BCTpPeTusach B3riusanoM ¢ UmneparopoM. Y HeoXXUIaHHO B €ro Irja3ax
yBHIeJa COuyBCTBUE. Hen3BecTHO noueMy, HO 3TO IPHUAAJIO MHE CUJI, ¥ I CMOTJIa JOTePIIeTh OO TOTO
MOMEHTAa, KOTZla 9TO MeP3KOe CYIIEeCTBO C MeHs CHsAIu. Torma s CHOBa B3rJisiHysa Ha PyOuaoBoro Kopors,
U OH MHe e[lBa 3aMeTHO yJBIOHyJCS. Ynbribancs u bepToH, cupsamuii psgoMm, u g ¢ o61erdeHrueM II0HSINA,
4TO IIPOIIJia UCIBEITaHUE.

Murtens, ouepenb KOTOPOH MOAOIIIa 3a MHOM, HE TI0BE3J10, Ha MO B3TJIsM, O0JIBIIE OCTATLHEIX, 0COOEHHO
€CJIM 3HaTh ee YyBCTBUTEJILHEIM XapaKTep U JKejlaHue BO 4YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO IOHPaBUThCS MMnepaTopy.
CnyxaHKa OphI3rajia Ha IjiaTbe Muinenb HeKOH XKHUAKOCTHIO, ¥ B T€X MecTaX, Kyfa Ilajiajiu Kallid, TKaHb
pacmosi3anach, Kak OT CEPHOM KHUCJIOTH, 0OHaXas Tejio. KOHEeYHO, caMble MHTUMHBIE YaCTH HE IOIaJIH MO
yoap, HO IjledaMu, 6eqpaMu, KOJleHKaMU U JKUBOTOM I'e€PIIOTMHYU MBI CMOTIJIM «II0JII000BATLCSI» BIOCTAlb.
BoOT yXK rfie mo30p Mg UCTUHHOM CEHTHL... J 3aMeTusa, Kak 06a KOpojs B 3TU MUHYTHI JIeJINKAaTHO OTBEITN
rimasa, Mumerns ke, 6egHasi, BCS IIOCEpPesia U CUelia TOYHO KaMeHHOe n3BasiHue. [10 OKoHYaHuu
ucnelTaHusg MeaHU caMa Iofaja replioruie OOIbUIYIO ITallb, YTOOB Ta B Hee 3aBEPHYJIach, U I03paBuiia
ee C IPOUEHHBIM UCITBITAHUEM.

U Bce xke... KaxeTcs, Bce HEBECTHI IOMAINCh Te eIlle KpPEeIKue OPEeIIKu. Ecnu Tak moupeT u gamnbllie, TO
CerogHs MBI OCTaHEMCH B IIPEXKHEeM COCTaBe.

Ho cToumo MHe 06 3TOM mTogyMaTh, KakK ClieBa OT MeHS pa3faJjiCsi UCTOIIHBIM BU3T. Bepellana ogHa u3
OnusHamek, [TaTpucus. A elre yepes3 CEeKyHOY K Hell IpUCOenuHsIachk ee cectpa XeneH. Boyee Toro,
BTOPAas TEPIOTHHS TaK Pe3KO0 MIapaxXHyJlach B CTOPOHY, YTO CTYJI IO Hel MOJOTHYJICS, ¥ OHA C TPOXOTOM
CBaJIMJIach Ha 1OJI. $1 BHITJISIHYJIA U3-3a Muiens, 4TOOH! JTydille Pa3riIsigeTh, YTO X TaM TaKOTO CTPAIIHOTO
IIOZICYHYTI cecTpaM, a [JopOTH C IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOT0 KOHIIA Psifla ¥ BOBCE MIPHUIIOIHSIACE CO CBOETO MeCTa.
51 oxxupana yBUAETh HEUTO KyHda Oojlee oMep3uTeNbHOe, YeM TBaphb, U3-3a CIIU3U KOTOPOH OT MEHS OO0 CHUX
IIOp Pa3ujIo IPOCTO YKACHO, OOHAKO 3TO OKA3aJIUCh... MBIIITH. MajleHbKIE 04apOBaTEIbHbIE MBIIITKHU
KCITyTaHHO XKalauch OPYT OPYTy Ha KojieHsx [TaTpucuu, a Ta MPOIoIKaia BETh KaK CUpPeHa:

— Y6epuTte! YoepuTe ux oT MeHs!

[To 3any nmpoGezkKau CHaBIeHHBIE CMEIIKY, AaxKe MHUIlenb yIeI0HyIach. UMIepaTop ToXKe MPUKPHIBAl POT
JIafOHbI0, HO CMeIOIrecs I'la3a FOBOPUIN 3a Hero. BepToH ke u BoBce He CKPLIBAJI BeCeJloN yIIbIOKHY,
pas3Be Y4TO He X0XOTall B I'oJIoC.



— Iymato, — pe-ceHTa MenaHu, OBII0O 3aMETHO, TOXKE M3 BCEX CHUJI IIbITAJIaCh HE YIIEIOATHCSI, — IIPOBOOUTH
OTHeIbHOE UCIIBITAHUE [JIs CEHTH XeNleHbl yKe He uMeeT cMbicia. OHa u 6e3 TOro yxKe IToKas3asa, 4To He
MMeEeT BJIaCTHU Haj CBOMMH 3MOLIMSIMHU, KakK U ee cectpa [laTtpucus. K coxkanenuro, 00e repioruau ®moing
CerofiHs IPOBaIUJIN 3TO 3allaHUeE.

CeCTep, 3aJIUBAIOINUXCsA ClIe3aMU, YBEJIU CIIY2KaHKH, a TeTsA I/IMHepaTopa IIPOOOJIZKHUIIA:

— OcTanbHBIX CEHT IMO3MPABIISIO C 0YEPEOHBIM TPOHUIEHHBIM UCTBITaHueM. OHO OBLIIO TIOUCTUHE CJIOXKHBIM,
U g ropXxychk Bamu. U B Harpaay 3a xpabpocTs Bac KOeT HeOOoIbIIoH CIOPIIprU3. Bo-mepBhIX, CETOTHS BhI
MOXKeTe BHITYCTUTh Ha BOJIIO CBOErO JIpaKoHa U HEMHOTIO IToyeTaTh. [lymalo, 3a BpeMsi OTGopa BH yXKe
COCKYUMJIUCH 10 CBOeH BTOPOi unocracu. Hy a BO-BTOPEIX, IIOCJIE TOI0 KaK YTOMUTECH [IOJIETOM, Bac Oymer
XKJaTh YKUH Ha CBeXKeM BO3[yXe, B cay Halllero IpeKpacHOro 3aMKa U, I'JlaBHOe, B KoMnaHuu Ero
BenmuuecTBa. BepHee, B KoMmnauuu o6oux BenuuecTB, — MejmaHu yCMeXHynach, OpOCHUB B3TJIsA[ Ha
BepToHa, KOTOPEHIN TOgaBajl € BO3MYIIIeHHbIEe 3HAKH.

[TepcrieKTUBE BeUEPHUX MEPOMPUSATHAN 00pagoBaiiCch BCe KpOMe MEHS, IJIT KOTOPOM 3TOT «IPa3mHUK
noneTta» ObUI 3aKPHIT. U Kak MHe IIpUKaxkeTe pa3BlIeKaThCs B 3TO BpeMsa? Pa3se uTto KpacaBumka BMeCcTO
ce0s OTIIPABUTE IIOJIET. ..

— BBl MOXKeTe MPOCTO MPOTYIISITLCS MO camy, ceHTa JIMH9Ib, — ITOHUMAIOIIe IITelHyla MHe MelaHu, Korma
BCe CTasu MOKMUOATh 3al. — He paccTpauBaiTech, y Bac Bce Buepenu... HACTynuT OeHb, U BH CTaHETe
MTOJIHOLIEHHBIM I'PUOHOM. ..

— Cnacu6o, — yneIOHYyIach s, — HO 5 BCe XKe JIy4llle IPoBeny BpeMs y cebst B KoMHaTe. CIyuych K
caMoMy YXKUHY...

— Kak 3HaeTe, ceHTa, KakK 3HaeTe, — MeJjaHu [Moxarsa IjedaMu 4 IOoIIa BIIEpen.
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®y, Kakas rafocTh! f oT HeTepneHUs IoMorasna ciyKaHKaM CTSITUBaTh C ce0s IIaThe U KPUBUIIach
KaKIObIM pa3, KOrf{ia HajabIlbl KacajuCh JTUIKOM CJIN3K, BOHb KOTOPOM YCHUJIMBAIACh C KaXKIOOW MUHYTOM.

— Iloxoxke, rocroxa, njaaThe 6€3HaneKHO UCIIOPYEHO, eT0 He CIIaCTH, — C COYYBCTBHEM IIPOrOBOPHUIIA
Mapu. — McnpaxHeHus ypyryJja He BEIBEEIlb HA YEM.

Taxk 3To ellle ¥ UCOPaXKHEHUS TOTO YyHoBuIna? To-TO Pa3uT OT HUX KakK OT... HeT, maxe mymaTb 00 3TOM He
Oymy. K ropsy cHoBa mofCTymuiIa TOIIHOTA, U S C IIIYMOM CTajla BOBIXaTh BO3IYX.

— BanHy MHe, — IpocTOHana .

— Ve roroBa, — U3 KyInalbHU BEITNIsAHYIa Kpuc. — I mobGaBumna Tyma Bce UMeIOIINeCs YV Hac Macja: PO3HI,
JIUJIVY, TaBaHOBl, THOHA. ..

— Tu1 30mo0T0, Kpuc, — s 6erom 6pocunack B KynanbHio. — Criacu6o, 6y1mzKaiie nojidaca MeHs He
0eCIIOKOUTh, — 1 OBICTPO 3aXJIOMHYJIa 3a CO00M OBEPh.

4 monro HaMeIIMBaa cebs U Tepsia ryOKoM, MoKa He IepecTalia OIyllaTh MEeP3KUH 3amnax. JIMHIIE,
KOTOpasi B 3TOT MOMEHT IIpebriBajia Ha paboTe (YyTOUHIO: «MOoed paboTe»), 0OIIaThCSA OOJIT0 HE MOTJIa, HO
OpOCHUTH MMapy HaCMEITUBHIX (pa3 Mo IOBOAY MOETO II0JIOXKEeHUs yciesa. II0ToM oHa MOoCIelnusia Ha
«III0y», THOEe yKe, II0X02Ke, COBCeM OCBOMJIaCh, ¥ OCTaBUJIa MEeHsI HaequHe ¢ coboii. CTpaHHoe fmeso... Eme
He Tak MaBHO s1 6e3yMHO peBHOBana JIMHAMIL K Moel paboTe U MpexXHel XKU3HU B I[eJIOM, ceiiyac xKe, Koraa
s1 IyMajia O CBoeM MUPe, BHYTPU MEHsI HU4ero He eKaJjio U He CKHUMAJIOCh, 8 MBICTIA 3aHUMAJTA COBCEM
VHBIE COOBITHS U JIIOOU.

— CHOBa KpacHOe, — sI YyCMeXHYyJlach, KOTfla YBUAesa, KaKoe MJaThbe I NPubINKaIoIerocs yKuHa
IIPUTOTOBUJIa MHe Mapu.

— HMnepaTop J1I00UT KpacHOe, — 3arOBOPIIUIIKUM IIETIOTOM COOOIIMIIa ClIy>KaHKa U TOXKe yIbIOHY/Iachk. —
U sto Kpacuso.

— Hy pa3s kpacuso... Torga coenaite 1 MeHsSI KpaCUBOW, — 5 CeJjla B KPeCJIo y 3epKario.
— Cawmolt kpacuBoil u3 HeBecT? — Kpuc yKe oka3anach TyT Kak TyT.

— Camoti-caMo¥, — OATBEPAUIIA 5 C VIIHIOKOM.

— C ynoBonbcTtBHEM, — Kpuc Toxke yiabIOHYIACh U IPHUHSAIACH PACYeChIBATH MOU BOJIOCHL.

Korpma st cmycTusiiack, OCTanbHBIE IEBYIIKHY €Il He BEPHYJIUCH CO CBOEH BO3OYIITHON «IIPOTYJIKKU», HE OBIJIO
BuOHO uxX U B HeOe. He 3Has yem cebst 3aHSATH, ST HEMHOT'O IIPOIIIIAacCh IO JOPOXKKE cafla, 3aTeM CIIpsATalach
IO MOIIHBIM, Pa3MalIUCTHIM AepeBOM. ETo BETKY TECHO IEPEeIIeTalIuCh OPYT C OPYroM, o6pa3ys
TEHUCTHIH KYyTI0JI, CKBO3b KOTOPHIN OYTH He MpPobuBaiioch conHIle. Hemaneko oT Hero HaXoqunach
bonbinas 6ecemka, Toe CIyTd HaKPHIBAIM CTOJI K HAIIEMYy YKUHY. f puKanachk COIMHON K CTBOJIY U CTaa
HaOTI0OaTh 3a MPUTOTOBIIEHUSIMH.

Bropyr Ha mOpOXKKe ITOKa3ajics MMieparTop, ¥ s CIEeLIHO OTIPSHYA epeBa, PaclpaBiisis IJIeYd U
Tpucenas B peBepaHce.

— BBl ToXKe He 3HaeTe ueM ce0s 3aHSITh? — OH OCTAaHOBHUJICS W YNBIOHYIICS, OTKPHITO ¥ HEIPHUHYXKIEHHO,
OynTo CTapoi 3HAKOMOMH, a 3aTeM HAIIPaBUIICS IIPSIMO KO MHE, IIO[, NePEBO.

— V MeHSs HET OPYTUX BapUaHTOB, BH Xe 3HaeTe, Balle BenuuecTBo, — g TOXe YyTh YILIOHYTaCh. —
OcTaeTcst IPOCTO TOMUTLCS B OkuAaHuu. Ho s He Kamyiock: IIOrofa CeTOmHS X0POIas, HeKapKo, Kak 9T0
onu10 B TypManuse... Ha ¥ can 3mech IpeKpacHBIi.

— Cap HeOOJIbIION U CTaphIil, — 0TO3BajICs MMIepaTop, ToKe IPUCIOHSISACH K IEPEBY, — 3TO HE
OBOPLIOBEHIM ITapK B TypMauHe.

— 3aTo B HEM eCTh CBO€e OYapoBaHUe, — Bo3pa3uia . — M 3geck CIIOKOMHO...
— He Mory He coryacutbcsi, — AnseH Bappiel yCMeXHYIICS.

— ITpocTtute 3a Bompoc, Barre BenuuecTBo, a BH He... — s II0Ka3aJjia riasamMu Ha He6o. — [IpocTo g
oyMaJa, 4TO BBl TOXKE OTIIPaBUIINCh C APYTUMU CEHTaMU Ha IPOTyJIKY....

— K coxanenuio, g1 B 9TOT pa3 IPoOIIycKalo, — Ha MITHOBeHUe Ha nullo MMnepaTopa Habexkasa TeHb, HO
IIOCJIe OH y2Ke CHOBAa yJeI0ancs. — Moii nocneguui nonet OB He COBCEM YOAYHEIM. [[yMaio, BB
IIOHMMaeTe, 0 YeM .



— Cxkopee BCero, fa, — 51 TOXKe C yIHI0KONW KUBHYJIA U OIyCTHUIa B3TJIsA. — Hameioch, BEL CKOPO
[IOIIPaBUTECH.

— Cmacwub6o.

[ToBuca HEKOTOpPas may3a, BO BpeMs KOTOPOU S C IOBBIIIIEHHEIM HHTEPECOM pa3TiisigblBajla TPaBUHKH V
cebs mom Horamu. [lepBeIM CHOBa 3aroBopuil MmnepaTop:

— VkacHoe ceronHsi ObIJIO HUCILITAHKE.

41 mocMoTpesia Ha HEro C COMHEHHEeM: K 4eMy 3T0 oH? IIIyTUT uiu IpoBepseT?

— 41 6BI, HABEPHOE, €TO HE IIPOIIesI, — HOOAaBUI OH CII€O0M, VIIEIOAsCh.

— MHe OBl TOXKe He XOTeJI0Ch IIOBTOPUTh €TI0, — 0TO3BajIach 5 C 00IerYeHHON YCMEeIIKOMH.

— ITpu3HaTLCS YE€CTHO, ST TOBOPUI MeaHu, YTO 3TO II0X0XKe Ha U3[0eBaTeIbCTBO, a He UCIILITaHUue, U
JIy4lile IPUAYMaTh YTO-TO APYroe, 60jiee JIOAIBHOE, HO ee IepeybeauTh HEBO3MOXKHO, /I MOEH TETYILIKHN
TPafuLINU IIPEBHIIIE BCcero, — MMmepaTop OyATO IIBITAICA U3BUHUTHCS 3a CBOIO POJICTBEHHUIY. — MHe
Kab, YTO BaM IIPHUIIIOCh IEPEKUTH CTOIb HEIPUSITHEIE MOMEHTHL. ..

— Huyero cTpairsHoro, 9To ObIJI0 HE CMEPTEIbHO, — OTBETHIIA S C IIOIYYJTBIOKOM.

— C pmeTcTBa HEeHaBUXKY YPYyI'yJioB, — MIMIlepaTop ITOMOPIIUAJICS.

— He camMble TpusATHBIE CYIIIECTBa, COTJIacHa... — KUBHYyIA si. — M 3TOT ero 3amax...
— OTBpaTtuTeneH, — co cMexoM rnoaxBaTun Ero BenuuecTso.

— JZ[yMan, Tellepb MHEe IIPUOETCA IIOIIOJIHUTE 3allaChl MOUX apOMaTHUYEeCKHUX MacCeJl, MTHa4de CerogHsa s
Hn3BeJjla BCe, YTO Y MEeHs 6BIJ'IO, — IIOILIYTHJIA 4.

— Tak BOT OTKyZ#a TaKOU HaCHIIIIEHHEBIM apoMaT OyX0B, — 5 He yCIleJla OIIOMHUTLCS, KakK MMrepaTop cTosin
y2Ke COBCEM OIM3KO, IOYTH BIIJIOTHYIO KO MHe. ET0 ryObl MPOHUYHO U30THYJIUCH, S XK€ CTyIleBajlachk: ¥ KTO
MeHS TSHYJ 3a S3BIK? 3a4eM 3aBejla TeMY IIPO 3allaX 9TUX CIIU3HAKOB? COBCEM pa3ydusiach 00IIaTLCS C
myxumHaMmu! Jlydire OBl TpOsiBUJIa KOKETCTBO, @ He Hecjla BCSAKYIO IT030psInyio epyHay! Temeps
HNmnepaTop OyAeT OyMaTh, YTO OT MEHS O CUX IIOP PA3UT KakK OT ypyTryjia. A Bedb y TPUOHOB eIre U
000HSTHYE U3JIUIITHE YYBCTBUTEILHOE. YIKACHYBIINUCH 3TUM IIPEHAIOI0KEHUAM, S CJIeTKa OIS TUIIach,
XKejas TeM CaMbIM YBEIUYUTH MEXIOYy HaMU paccTosHue, Ho Ero BenmuyecTBo cHOBa ycMexHYycsa: — He
IIyrauTech, 1 MOITyTU. Bamr apoMaT npekpacHBI. MHe O4eHb HPaBUTCHI... — €T0 PyKa BHE3aIlHO
IIOTSIHYJIaCch K MOUM BOJIOCAM, U s e[jBa CcepzKajlach, YTOOBI He OTIIATHYTLCS. 3aMepiia, He IOHUMas ero
HaMmepeHui. Ho moToM OH nmoKa3ajl MHe JIelIeCTOK KaKOI'0-TO I[BeTKa: — 3allyTaJICs B Ballell IpHuYecke...

Ckaz3aTh B OTBET I HUUEro He ycieia: mpsAiMo Halg TOJIOBOM PaCKaTHUCTO IIPOPOKOTAJI I'POM.

— KaxeTcs, morosa MeHsieTcss, — MiMmepaTop OGpocui B3rjisig Ha He60, KOTOpPOe CTPEMHUTEJILHO CePesio OT
Haberatomux Tyd. — Heyxenu 6ymeT moxmos?

— He xoTemnocs 661, — TUXO OTO3BasIach 5. Mou ryOsl OHEMEH, a CePAIe 3aXJIECTHY/Ia BOJIHA cTpaxa. —
Ooxnw cetiuac OyoeT HEKCTATH...

— Bouteck HaMOKHYTh? — Ero BenmuuecTBy, B oT/ImuMe OT MeHs, OBIJIIO BECeJio. — YBepEH, OH OymeT
TeIlJIBbIM...

XJ10mOT KPHIJIEEB BHOBL OTBJIEK HAc OoT Oecennl. Ha 3TOT pa3 B HeGe CcTamu MOSBASTHCS CUIIYITH IPaKOHOB.
BenmocHeXHEIN, C cepeOPUCTHIM OTJIMBOM — 3TO SIBHO ObIJTa mpuHIecca ['patic. MemHO-OpaHKEeBHINH —
noxoxe, Mumens. Ilecouno-6eKeBhIN, C MIOKOIaTHEIMY MIUITaMU U HECKOJIBKO KPyIIHEe OPYTUX —
Oopotu? Torma KTO XK€ BOH TOT CEPO-3eJIeHLIH MPaKoH? ITo He MOXKeT ObITh Tailpa, BeIb OHa Opum, 3Mes.
Wnu u 6pugbl MOTyT jeTaTh? CIIOBHO B OTBET Ha MOM BOIIPOC C OIPYTOM CTOPOHE 6ecedKu IToKa3aiach
Taiipa B IPUBBEIYHOM T'JIyXOM TEMHOM OfJesHUHU. 3HAYUT, BCe XKe He OHa.

[IpakoHBI MEXKOY TEM Hadald [JIaHUPOBATh. YeM HUKE OHU CIIyCKAJIUCh, TEM HEBEPOSITHEH Ka3aJIuch UxX
pa3mepsl. OTPOMHBIE M OMHOBPEMEHHO BeJIMYECTBEHHEIE, KaK HEKOE COBEPIIIEHHOE TBOPEHUE TPUPOMHI.
Jlamel mepBoTO, 6€710T0, APaKOHa KOCHY/IUCH 3€MJTH, TPKas BCHBIIIKA — ¥ HAa €70 MeCTe CTOUT IIPUHIIecca
I'paiic B 61€IHO-PO30BOM IIaThe. [1opoTy u MHUIens Ipu3eMIINCE TOYTH OOHOBPEMEHHO. AJIJIEH
Bappre# HanpaBusics ObIJI0 HABCTPEYY UM, HO IIOTOM OCTAHOBUJICS U OTJISHYJICS Ha MEHS:

— HpemTe ke, ceHTa MapUHXK, VKUH, KaK 1 BUXKY, y2Ke HakKpeIT. U Bce B c6ope.
— Ia, ceituac, Baite BenuuecTBo, — 51 C OITACKOM T'IsSHYyJIa Ha Habyxalolilee BIarou Heoo.

HoxkOb HE 3aCTaBUI cebs XKoaTb. OH XJIBIHYJI PE€3KO U HEOTBPATUMO, 4 €Ba yCIiejia OTCKOYUTE Ha3a[d 101



CIIaCHUTEJIbHYIO KPOHY fepeBa. CTpax 3aBiiajiell BCEM MOMM €CTECTBOM, TEJI0 CJIOBHO oKaMeHeso. CTyK B
ylIlIaX CMEIIUBAJICS C IITyMOM JOXKOS U BECEIEIM BU3TOM HOEBYIeK, OeryIuX moa Kphiry 6ecenku. 4 xe
OoCTaBajlaCh CTOSTh Ha MeCTe, OTpe3aHHas OTO BCEX CTEHOM BOJIHI.

— CenTa MapuHAXK? — HOHECCS OO0 MeHs B3BOJIHOBaHHLIM rojoc Mmneparopa. — B ueM meno?
— 4 He MoOry, He MOTy, — IIpOIIelNTana 5, Ho, KOHEYHO K€, OH He yCHIbIIall MeHs.

Torpma Ero BenuyecTBO caM ABMHYJICSI 0O0paTHO KO MHe, He o0Opailasi BHUMaHUS Ha JIUBEHb.

— Hert, He Ha{o, — s B OTYASTHUU 3aMOTajia I'OJI0BOM.

['ma3a HamoOJHUIKUCE CIe3aMi, a B ropJjie 3allepPIIniIo. MHe X0Tenochb IIPOBAJIUTECSA CKBO3b 3€MIIIO,
PaCTBOPUTHECHA, HCYE3HYTh U O TOI'O MOMEHTA, KaK OH CHOBA OKazXKeTCsI PAO0OM.

51 B3mporHysa, Korga MHe Ha I'OJIOBY U IIJIEUM Jierjia, OKyThIBas, IIJIOTHAs TsKejas TKaHb.

— Kak yma4yHo g npuxBaTHUJI CBOU BTOPOMU IJIalll, TpaBma? — pa3fjajica c3amu rojaoc Uaympynouoro Koposs.
41 oBGepHyNach U BCTPETUIIACH C €TI0 CMEeIOMNMCS B3TJISIAO0M.

— Cnacubo... — TOJIbKO ¥ CMOTJIa IPOU3HECTH 5.

— CeHnTa MapuHAXK? — Telepb MeHs OKJIMKHYI MMmnepaTop.

OH yXke TOXKe CTOSJI B ITIare OT MeHsl, TPOMOKIITUHN 00 HUTKU.

— BrI B mopsinke? — OH cIIpallluBaj MeHs, a CaM CBEPJIMJI IJ1a3aMu Opara.

— Ia, mpocTtuTe 3a 6eCIIOKOMCTBO, Bamre BennuecTBO, — 51 BCe €llle He MOTJIa IIOBEPUTH, UTO crraceHa. U
cHoBa Onaropaps Kaiiny, Tounee, beprony Kaitny Bappiero.

— ITToxoxe, ceHTa OOUTCS IPOCYOUTHCS, — M3yMpynHei# Kopoib B 0TBET Ha HEMOM BOIIpocC OpaTta
OecreyHO pa3Besl pyKaMu. — 51 MPOCTO CIIy4alHO oKa3aycs psimoM. Hapmeroch, TH He PEBHYEIh? — OH
XUTPO IIPUIITYPUIICS, MHE K€ CTal0 BOBCe HeyHoOHO.

Cxkopeii ObI 9Ta HEJIOBKA CUTYalLlMs Pa3pelnsach!

— Tr1 Bcerma Gepeliib IIalll, Korma co0upaelibcs II0IeTaTh? — IPOUTHOPUPOBAB IIOC/IeHUY BhIang 6para,
cyxo yTouyHUuI MMneparop.

[ToneraTw?.. KaxkeTcs, Teneps MOHATHO, KeM OBLI TOT YETBEPTHIN 3€JIEHHIN OPaKOH...
— 4 mpocTO HEMHOTO OIIEpenu OOXK/Ib U YCIIEN 3arfigHyTh K cebe B IToKou. Tak 4To...
HNmnepaTtop, Hepocyas 6paTa, ITIepPeBesT B3I Ha MEH:

— Tenephb BBl MOXKETE UATU?

— KonreuHO, — g 1710THee 3aKyTasach B mjail. — Ellle pa3 npocTtuTe 3a ciy4dusBlieecs, Baine BennuecTso,
HO s MeHCTBUTEILHO He 0YEeHb JII00JII0 MOXK/b... BOT TONBKO Telepsh BRI HAMOKIIH, a ...

— 4 6yny B mopsimke, — AmnseH Bappiiei MSATKO yILIOHYJICS U IPUOOHSI MEHS 3a IJIeYH, YeM BHOBB
3aCTaBUJI MO€ CEpPHIle MyCTUTLCS rajonomM. — Mpaewmre...

— 4 MOTy ToXKe HaMOKHYTh 3a KOMIIaHH10, — BepTOH, CMesiCh, BEICKOYHJT TIOJT TOXKIb.
— HlIyTt, — pasmapaxkeHHo Gpocun emy MmmepaTop.

[Toxoke, MOe HeXKeJlaHWe BBIXOOUTH IO OOXKIOb OCTAJIbHBIE HEBECTHI TPAKTOBAJIU KAaK XUTPO
CIIJIAaHMPOBAHHBIN XO0[ 10 IPUBJIeYeHUIO BHUMaHUsA M MIiepaTopa, a To 1 BoBce oboux BenmuectB. Muinens
IIPY HaIlleM TIO0SIBJIeHWH laXKe TeMOHCTPAaTUBHO OTBEPHYJIACh, I'paiic cMepuia MeHs 3aMOPaKUBaIOIINM
B3rJIsimoM, a Tavipa ¢GBIPKHYIa ¥ HAAMEHHO BCKUHYJIA O6poBb. Y TonmbKO [JOPOTH OCTaBajach CIIOKOMHOU U
yIIBIOYUBOM, JKECTOM ITPEAJIOKHUB CECTDb C HEH PSIIOM.

— Bnaropmapst Te6e MBI MOXKeM JTHIIe3peTh IpeKpacHble MuIITE Ero BennuecTBa, — menHyna oHa MHE C
3aOPHEIMU MCKOPKaMu B IJ1a3ax. — ITocMOTpH, Kak MOKpas pyOalka obieraet ero Tejuo... M-M-M,
sarnagenbe! Kcratu, U3ympynHbii Koposb ToXKe BechbMa NpHBIeKaTeIbHO CMOTPUTCS B MOKPOM BHIE...

— IopoTH, TpeKpaTH, — IUKHYyJIa Ha Hee 5, HO caMa He caeprkajia yIsIOKY.

[TyTnuBoe 3aMedYaHue rpadUHU HEMHOTO OOHS/IA MOEe HAaCTPOeHWE U y0aBuia HanpsixkeHue. Bopouewm, B
ee cJoBax OBITIO HEMAaJlo UCTUHEL: MMIIepaTop ¢ MOTeMHEBIIMMU OT BJIaTU BOJIOCAMU U B MOKPOH,



J'[I/IHHYH.Ieﬁ K Tely, py6amKe CMOTpPEJICA O4YEeHb OHaxe CEeKCYyaJlIbHO. A elle HamoMHHAaJ O TOM IOHE, Koraa s
CIiacCiia €ero...

Ho mo6oBaThcst penbedoM MBI 000UX KOPOIeH TIPUIIIIOCH HEOJITO: CIIYTH IPUHECITN CYIITUITbHBIN
IIOPOIIIOK. Tonpko TOT II049eMYy-TO OKa3aJICsd KPaCHOBATOI'O OTTEHKa, a He MOJIOYHO-0€JIOro KaK Y ME€HH.
MO}KeT, IIOPOIIOK OJid T'PHMOHOB U IIOPOIIIOK OJId Maper, TO €CTh PyCaJIOK, OTIINYAalOTCsA B CBOEM J:LeflCTBPIH?
B TakoM ciydae, MHe HY2KHO OymeT Oepedsb OT UyKOT'0 B3TJIsiia He TOJIPKO MaCKUPYIOIIUH 3JTUKCUP, HO
ellle ¥ CPEHCTBO [ CYIIKH.

OcTaToK Bedepa Ipoliesn 6e3 NpuKiIoYeHui. [laxke CONHIE BRITJISHYJIO HE3aH0JIr0 A0 3aKaTta. [loxoxe,
CBOM JIMMUT OMACHOCTEM U PUCKA 51 Ha CerofHs ucueprala Bechk.

U Bce ke, KaKO¥ 3T0 OBIJI OJIMHHBIN M IIOJTHEIN ITepeXuBaHul meHb! Hameioch, 3aBTpa He IIperogHeceT MHe
HOBBIX HEITPUSITHHIX CIOPIIPU30B. TaK X0YEeTCS MOTyYUTh XOTh HeOOJIBIITYIO ITIEPEObIIIKY. ..



I'maBa 24

[Iporynka B ropon — KejlaHHas IIepebIKa UK ouepefHOe 3aMacKupoBaHHOe UcbiTaHue? IMeHHO 3TO
MBI OOCy>Kmanu ¢ [TopoTH, MOKa HAIllX SKUIIAaXKU PE3BO KaTUJIX B CTOPOHY IleHTpa Anmanuta. O6 atom
MEPOIPUSTUY HaM, KaK BCerga, COOOIIMIM 3a 3aBTPAKOM, OIHAKO BMECTO UCKPEHHEN PafgoCcTy Hac
OmoJIesIi COMHEHHUS U HEYBEPEHHOCTh: OT TeTH MMmepaTopa MOXKHO OBIJIO 0KHMAATh I000T0 OABOXA.

— Twr 06paTHna BHUMMaHHKE, KaK HaC y2Ke MaJlo 0CTajyoCh? — CIIPpOCHJIa 3ayM4YUuBO ,]:[OpOTI/I.

— [a, Bcero nsTepo, — s YKpagKoM MOKOCUIach Ha MuIlenb, KOTopasi HUKakK He ydacTBoBajla B HallleM
pa3roBoOpe, a JIUIIb [fejlajla BU, YTO yBJIeYeHa Ieli3akeM 3a OKHOM.

Co BuepalIHero gHs oHa u3berasna o0IIeHUsI CO MHOY M UTHOPUpPOBasa Jito0ble MOU IIOILITKY BTSIHYTH €€ B
6eceny. Iloxoxe, repuorrntsa Tapy Bce-TaKu He IIPOCTHUIIA MHe ITOBBIIIEHHOT0 BHUMaHUsA MMiepaTopa Ha
COBMECTHOM yXkUHe. He MOry ckasaThk, YTO s1 O4€HBb U3-3a 3TOr0 IIepexuBasa, HO 0CaloOK BCe XKe UMeJICs.
[TpocTo He n10061I0 KOHGIUKTEL ¥ CTApaioCch 10 BO3MOXKHOCTH UX CTOPOHUTLCS, ONHAKO, HAalo IPU3HATh, B
CUTyalluH, Korfla Ha Cepflle OJHOI'0 My>KYUHEI IIPETEeHAYyeT HECKOJIbKO KEHIIINH, OHU Heu30eXXHEbI, U TH,
BOJIEW-HEBOJIEHN, OKaXKeIIbCSA B HUX BTIAHYTOMH.

U BoT CerogHs, 1o BOJjie Ciiy4dasd, HaM IIPHUIIJIOCE BHOBB OEJIUTH C Hel J9KHIIaXK, K CHACThIO, €ellle U C ,]:[OpOTI/I,
BTOPYIO Xe KapeTy 3aHanu CandupoBas npuHiiecca ['pstic, nneMsaHHNIla MOHapxoB YepHoro Omasna Tatipa
U pe-ceHTa MenaHu.

— Tak OBICTPO BCE MPOUCXOOUT, — CO B3moxXoM 3ameTuna [Jopotu. — 4 gymana OTOOp pacTsSHETCS Ha
MecCHlIl, He MeHBIIIe, a TYT... Jlaxke IIOJIOBUHBI 3TOI'0 CPOKa He IIPOIIJIO...

— qupa IIPOCTO YLIJIX CPA3y OB€ CeCTPhI, — HAIIOMHMHIJIA S, — IIO3TOMY TaK U IIOJIY4YHUJIOCK...

— Kcraty, Bupgena, Kaxk emie 0o 3aBTpaka [Tatpucus c XesneH yexanu. [Toxoxke, Hanr BTopou xkeHux, Ero
BennyecTtBo bepToH, UX TOXKe He MOXKeJaj pacCMaTpUBaTh B Ka4eCTBE HEBECT, — MPOHoJIKaia
CIIJIETHUYATh MOS COyTHUIIA. — CMOTPIO, OH TOXKEe KaKOM-TO Pa30OpPYMBLIM, XOTSI BHEIITHE TaK HE
CKaXKelllb...

— BHemHe? JT0 Kak? — yCMEXHYJach 5.

— Hy, oH Tako# Becemntiii, 6e3 BCIKOT0 rOHOPAa, TOGIUPTOBATh HE TP0Yb... BOoH, TeM ke OJIM3HSIIKAM BCe
KOMIIJIMMEHTHI OTBEIIWBAJ, @ TYT BOAPYT OTIIPABUJI UX TOXe AoMoi. U Tebe BOT BUepa C MIAIUuKOM
moacyeTuncs. MoxkHo 6b110 OB OOYMaTh, YTO OH K TeOe MCIIBITHIBAET ONpPeeIeHHbIe CUMIIATHU U
BBIJIEJISIET CPENU IMMPOYNX HEBECT, HO TEIEPD s yKe HU B UYEM He yBepeHa.

— ,E[yMan, 30eChb OeJjio JIUIITb B BOCIIMTAHKUHW, a HE CUMIIATUAX, — 6BICTpO OTO3BaJIaChb f.

Pas3roBop moBepHYJI HECKOJIBKO HE TyHda, KyAa CJIeNoBasio, Jejlas IOYBYy 104 MOUMHU HoraMu 3beI0K0#. He
xBaTaso, 4Tobr! eme MiMnepaTopa BCIOMHUINA, OCOOEHHO IIPUYMHY, M3-32 KOTOPOM OH IIPOMOK TOZ,
moxpeM. Ho JTopoTu, K o6y1erdeHuIo, IIpUHAIach pa3BuBaTh TeMy ¢ M3ympynueiM KoponeM.

— 3Haelllb, — OHa IIOHMU3MUJIA I'0JIOC A0 mienora, — a MHe Ero BenmyecTBo BepToOH HpaBUTCSA UyTOYKY
6omnbire Ero BenuyectBa AnneHa. Y s, moxKanyi, Kyia CUJIbHEE PACCTPOIOCH €T0 0TKa3y, YeM
HmnepaTtopa.

— Torpa, MoxkeT, yiilelllb caMa? — 3aroBopuia BOpyT Murresns, cBepias [JopoTH HEIPUBETINBLIM
B3rnsagoMm. — Ecnu Tebs1 UMnepaTop He uHTEpecyeT. OCTaBb €r0 TEM, KOMY OH [AeHCTBUTEJILHO HYKEH.

— 4 He cKaz3aa, 4YTO MHE He HyXKeH MMmnepaTop, — ocapuiia ee Ta cpa3ly. — A Tebe Ol He ITOMelIana
CIEepXKaHHOCTh B YYBCTBAX M CJIOBaxX, Muiiesib. 9TO KOTrga-HUOyAb ChHITPaeT A TeOsi MyPHYIO CITyXO0y.

— ITo3BoOsIF MHE CaMO¥ pelnaTh, YTO YyBCTBOBATh U YTO TOBOPUTDH, — XOJIOOHBIM TOHOM ITapUpOBasia
Muiiienb, HO IO TOMY, KaK CY3UJIMCh €€ T'JIa3a, a KPhLIbA HOCA Pa3ayIuCh, OBIJIO BUOHO, YTO COBET [[OpOTH
ee 3agern.

Ha rnaBHOM miomany ANmaHuTa KUIIena Xu3Hb. Hallln sKuImaky 0o Hee He JoeXasId, MBI BEICATUINCh
4yTh paHbIIE, B MEHEE ITIOTHOM MecTe, YTOOBl He TaK IPUBJIEKATh K cebe BHMMaHusA. [loroma cTosina
COJTHEeYHasi, IPOTHO3 KOPOJIEBCKUX «METEOPOJIOTOB» TOXKe He obellan JoXKael, HO HEKOTOPoe
0eCIIOKOHCTBO BCe Ke OPOOHUIIO BO MHe, U 5, KaK apaHOUK, IIOCTOSTHHO IOTIISIAbIBajia Ha YUCTOe ronyboe
He60, YTOOHI HE TPOMYCTUTH MOMEHT, KOT[la PeJIKNe BaTHEIe 001auKa CMEHST TsixkKeJible Tyuu. Criepsa s
XO0TeJjla IPUXBATUTL C cO0oM mai Katina-bepToHa, HO IIOTOM BCe 2Ke OCTaBUIIa er0 B 3aMKe: MaJjio TOTO,
4YTO ero HeymoOHO OBIJIO MOCTOSTHHO HOCHUTD B PyKaX, eIlle U IIOCJie BYepalllHero HHIIUAeHTa MOTJIN
BO3HUKHYTb HEHYKHBIE TTOTO3PEHUsI, BeOb BTOPOM IIJIall], KOTOPHIM YKDHIJI MEHSI HaKaHyHe V3yMpyoHBIHN
Kopomns, BIsinachk TOYHOH KOMHEH TOro, YTO XPaHUJICS Y MeHsI B KOMHaTe. B ob11em, s BHOBD Ollylilasia



cebs1 GaTaHCUPYIOIEH 10 OCTPUIO HOXKa.

T'opofckas paTtyllla, TeaTp C MOMIIE3HBIM (acafgoM, mapy Mara3uHYMKOB C TOPOTUMH BEIUIIAMU U
KOHMTEPCKAasi, BUTPUHBI KOTOPOU JIOMUIUCH OT HEMBICJIMMEIX 10 ()OpMeE U IIBETY CIIagoCTel, — BCE OHU
pacroarajuch o IepuMeTPy TJIaBHOH IUIomwany, 00pa3ys GopMy POBHOI'O MSATHYTOIPHUKA. B IIeHTpe
pacmosioxuics GoHTaH, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO MOXKHO OBIJIO IOCUAETh Ha cCKaMeedKax. OQHAKO MHI 3[1eCh
3amepKUBATHCS HE CTalW, HalpaBUIIUCh Aasibille, K HaGepeXHOH, Te 0Ka3aiuCh TOPTOBLIE PSAOBI CO
BCSIKOM BCAYMHOM. JIaBKU C MOPEIPOAYKTAMHU U PHIOOM MBI TOPOIIJIMBO OOOLINIK CTOPOHOM, MOpIIla HOCH U
MIBITASICh 3aeP2KaTh AbIXaHUE, 3aTO ITIOTOM MOTIAJIM B HACTOSIIUH Pall BCIKUX BOCXUTUTEJTbHBIX
0e3menylIeK, MUIBIX JKEHCKOMY CEpILY.

— B AnmaHuTe U3roTaBIUBAIOT CaMbIe JIVYIIIUE Beepa, — PEKOMeHoBasa Ha Menanu. — [laxe s Ipu
Clyd4ae 3arjIsiibIBalo CIOfia, YTOOH MOABICKATh cebe YTO-HuOYyOb CUMIIaTUYHOE, TOCKOJIBKY Iazke MOof 3aKas
He BCerfa MOXHO HOJIyYUTh TO, YTO X0YETCS... A BOH B TOM Mara3uH4Ymke MapusTTH Py MOXKHO
mpuoOpPeCTH MepyYaTKU M3 KOXKHK Oaliylaka TOHYaMIIEeN BHIOEJIKH... A 11BeTa... [IpocTo riasa pasberaroTcs! B
MIPOIIIJIOM TOAY S KyIuJja MepyaTKy MOTPSACAIOIIET0 ITUIOBOTO IiBeTa. Hemsioxas 37iech I0BeIUpHAas J1aBKa,
WHOTla BCTPeYalTCcs T000NbITHEIE Belubl. KOHEYHO, He CpaBHUTLCS ¢ «PyOuHOBOM Po30ii» B
TypMmanuHe, HO Bce Xke... MOXXHO IOCMOTpPeTh MeXa, HO IIOKa ellle He Ce30H, II09TOMY BLIOOD OyneT
HeOOJIBIIOH. ..

Ha aToii ynune OvIIO elle 0XKUBJIEHHEH, YeM B IeHTPe, U BOKPYT HAC MOCTOSHHO KPYTHJIach NEeTBOPA,
MIBITASICh ITPOHATH KAKyIO-HUOYObh MEIOYEBKY, KaK TO OyJIaBKH, JIEHTHI, IIyTOBUIILI. BCTpeyanuch IpPOgaBIlkl
C KOP3WHKAM{ apOMaTHOM BHITIEYKH, U JIOTOYHHUITEI CO CBEXXKECPEe3aHHBIMU PO3aMu. Be3me mapuii yM, ram,
cyerta.

[ToTOM MBI OYYTHJIUCH €Ille Ha OOHOM IJIOIIaay, THe IIJI0 KaKOe-TO IPEeACTABJIEHNUE: UTPAJTU My3bIKAHTHI,
mejia MUJIOBUAHAS [EBYIIKA, a PSIIOM C Hell HECKOJILKO MOJIOOLIX TAHIIOPOB IEMOHCTPUPOBAJIN CBOIO
MJIACTUKY ¥ MaCTEPCTBO aKpoOaTHUKMU. 3peullle 3aBOPaKUBaJjio, UM MEI TOXKE PEeIuIu HeHAa[0Ir 0
3aepXkKaThCsA ¥ TOCMOTPETD HA UX TaHIIH. [lapHu OBUIHM XOPOIIKX KaK Ha MOO0OP: CTPOMHBIE, BEICOKHE, C
KpacCUBBIMHU pesibeHBIMU TOPCaMU, He IPUKPHITEIMU [aXe KJI0YKOM TKaHU — I103TOMY HEeYIUBUTEJILHO,
YTO BOKPYT HUX COOPaCh B OCHOBHOM IIPEICTAaBUTENLHUIIEI IPEKPACHOTO Hojia. BEICTpast Meoqust
CMEeHUJIaCh HETOPOIUIMBOM U TUPUYECKOM, U TAHIIOPHI, OCTABUB CBOU aKpoOaTUIEeCKUe TPIOKH, BOPYT
IIEePEKJIIOYUIIN CBOE BHUMAaHMe Ha 3PUTEJIbHUI], OfapuB UX YNIEIOKaMU, a 3aTeM HeOXUIaHHO HallpaBUIIUCh
B Hallly cTOpoHYy. CriepBa OOWH W3 HUX, MUJIAIIKA-OJIOHIWH, TIOMBITAJICS BOBIeYb B TaHEI] JIEOHIIIKY [ palic,
HO OHA CMepuiIa ero TaKUM yYOUNCTBEHHEBIM B3TJISIIOM, YTO TOT cpa3y IepeMeTHYyJcs K [Jopotu. OHa
TMOXUXUKaa, HO TOXe 0TKa3ajlack. MeXIy TEM IIaTEeH C HeBEPOSITHO CEKCYasIbHOM YITBIOKOM ITBITANICS
odapoBaThk Mumiesns, mpaBaa, Toxke 6e3yCrenrHo: Ta HaOk9YniIach 1 eBa U He 3alUiakana. Talpa ke u
BOBCe IIMHITHYJIA 3a CIUHY MenaHu, MEITasCh CIPATAThCA OT HEHY2KHOTO BHUMAaHUA. 1 ToXke OTCTynuua B
CTOPOHY, He Kejlasi CTaTh OYEPEOHBIM 00BbEKTOM [IJIT PA3BJIeYEHUS TOJIITH, KaK BAPYT... B IepBYyI0 CEeKyHOY
sl moAgyMajia, YTO Y MeHsI TaJUTIONMHAIIMY U Jake CMOPTHYyJIa HECKOJIBKO Pa3, IPOTOHSS UX, HO BUIEHUE
HUKYyIa He 1cYe3asio: Ha IPOTUBOIIOIOKHOM CTOPOHE IIJIOIaAX CTosila Most MaMa. [la, oHa Oblila ofmeTa u
mprYecaHa KakK BCE MECTHHBIE XKEHIIMHEI, HO BCE XK€ CIIyTaTh C KEM-TO OPYTUM €€ ObIJI0 HEBO3MOKHO.
Bomnee Toro, maMa TOoXe CMOTpeJia Ha MeH.

— CeHTa, CTAHIYHTE C HAMU, — OTBIEK MeHs 0apXaTHBIM MYyzKCKOM I'0JIOC, @ 3aTeM MEHSI B3SIJIH 3a PYKY.
— Ila oTcTaHbTEe BBI! — B cepAllax BOCKIMKHYJIA 51, BEIAEPruBas JIaJOHb.

Kaxercs, s gake OTTOJIKHYJIa MPUJIMITYUBOTO TAHIIOPA, 3aTEM CTajia IPOOUBATLCS CKBO3b TOJIIIY B
CTOPOHY, T'le TOJILKO YTO BUMEa KEeHIUHY, II0X0XKYyI0 Ha Moio MaMy. Ho korga gobexkarna [mo TOro Mecra,
TaM y¥e HUKOro He Obsio. Cepflie OTYasiHHO CXKAJI0OCh, & Ha Tjla3a HaBEPHYJIUCH CJIe3kl, Oymopaxa
BOCIIOMUHAHUS O OHe ee Tubemnu. 5 coernana riry0oKui BOOX, IBEITAsCh BEPHYTH cebe TPe3BOCTh PacCynKa.

— OTO0 He Morna ObITH OHA, YCIIOKOMCsI, — CKa3asa cebe motoM. — He moria. Mama ymepsia, TH BUOena
9TO CBOMMH TJIa3aMHu.

Bce-Taku npocto noka3anock. nm 3Ta XKeHIIUHA BCETO0 JIUIbL Ha Hee MoxoXkKa. Kak s, Hanpumep, Ha
JIMH9MIE...

«Ha JIuH37Bb?» — KaK TPEeBOXKHEINM 3BOHOYEK IIPO3ByYasio y MeHS B rojioBe. M TyT g BCIIOMHUJIa, YTO
HUKOTHA He CIIbIIIaia O MaTEPH Hallled MPUHIIECCH. Y 2KeMuyKHOT0 KOPOJIsi BOBCE HE MMEI0Ch HUKAKOH
JKEHBI, 3aTO OBIIO IATh JOYEPEeH...

Ha obpaTtHOM myTH 51 BCs IpebniBajia B HETEPIIEHUH, XOTEJIOCh IIOCKOPee OKa3aThbCs B CBOEM KOMHATe U
cBsA3aThCA € JImHamb. OCTpOoTa 9MOIUM IOC/Ie BCTPEYX C HE3HAKOMKOM, TaK IIOX0XKel Ha MaMy, CJieTKa
MIPUTYHUIACh, HO MBICIIH O Hel Bce Ke OyIopaXkuiu U He JaBalld IIOKOS.

JIuusmb 0TO3BaNack 6€3 ocoboro 3HTy3na3Ma. [locnegHre THU OHA HE OYEHb-TO PBajacCh OETUTHCS
HOBOCTSIMH O CBO€ KMU3HU: OPOCUT IIapy CIOBEUEK M CBOpPAYMBAET Pa3roBOP. Mou meja U IpoGieMEl ee
TOXKe He nHTepecoBanu. [To mpaBae TOBOPS, ITOKa MEHS 3TO [aXe YCTPauBaJjio, HO TOJIBKO He CeTOMHS.



— JluHanb, TOE TBOS MaMa? — mpsaMo cupocuna 1. — OHa XuBa?
— YT0 3a BOIIPOCH? — MPHUHIIECCA CPa3y HaCTOPOXKUIAachk. — 3auyeM Tebe 3T0?

— HpOCTO BOPYT BCIIOMHHUJIAQ, YTO HUYETrO HEe 3HaAlO O Heli. C OTIIOM TBOUM 3HAKOMa, CeCTpaMM TO2Ke, a BOT
O MaTepH Thl HUKOI'Ma He 3aroBapuBajia, — OTBETHIIA .

— 4 He 3HAaIO, XKWBa OHa UIU HET, — II0CJIe HEKOTOPOU nay3kl 0To3Banach JInHane. — OTel U3rHalI ee U3
XKemuyxkubix BonH, Korga MHe OBIJIO TPH rofa...

— OTO 3HAYMT, YTO TBOU MJIAMIINE CECTPHI...

— ... POOHBIE MHE TOJIPKO IO OTIIy, la, — MOATBEPOMIIA IIPUHIIECCA. — BIrpoueM, KakK u cTapiiue. Y MOEero
namnaiy OBIJIO TPU JKEHBI, M HU OQHOU y2Ke PSIIOM HeT, — OHa MPavYHO YCMeXHYIach.

— A mmoyeMy OH HM3rHaJI TBOIO MaTh? — MO MHTEPEC TOJIBKO BO3pOC. — M 4TO CTajio C OCTaJIbHBIMU
XKeHaMu?

— IlepBas, maTek Teops! u Kaccu, n3MeHuIIa mamnoyke, ¥ OH €e, TOTO, YyTh He Ka3HUJI, HO TIOTOM OTIPaBUJI
B CCHIJIKY, B yIIIesjibe ACIIUIOB, TaM OHA TaK OO CHUX IIOP ¥ HaXOOUTCs. TpeThs, Oblyia ciaba 3MOPOBLEM, BOT
¥ TIOMepJia MMOYTH cpa3ly mocie ponos IleHenonsl. Ecimu 681 XannoT ObIT Y HAC, TO MOTJIa OB U
BBLI3IOPOBETH, a TAK Cropejia 3a HEeCKOIbKO MHel, HUKaKue 3HaXapKy He IOMOTIIH, JaXke BegbMa OKa3aJjlach
OeccunpHOM. Mos XKe MaTh He COIIJIAcCh C Ianallei B IOMUTUYECKUX BOIpocax, — JIMHOIb HATyKHO
x0x0oTHyJa. — OHa He MOoAepPKUBaja ero arpeCCUy B OTHOIIEHUH I'PUOHOB, ¥ B YaCTHOCTH, PyGMHOBOTO
Koposs, Torma eme Ockapa, COBeTOBajia Haraiie IIOUTH MUPHBIM OyTEM, IIONLITaThCSI JOTOBOPUTHCS, PamHu
CTpaHHl, pagu Bo3BpalleHus Xannora. BoT Takas cyMmaciienIasi oHa Osiia. O Hel Tak OO0 CHUX IIOp U
BCIIOMUHAIOT, KaK O BBIKUBIIEH U3 yMa. Hy a mamodyka He MPOCTHUJI € TaKOTO BOJTbHOAYMUS, Ka3HUTDb TOXKE
He Ka3HWJI, HO BEITHAJ IPOoYb u3 2KeMuyKHBIX BOJH, TUIINII BCEX ITPaB, 3alIpeTUI JaxKe MPUOIUKaThCA K
HAIIIM BOTAM.

— To ecTb OH BHITHAJ €e Ha CyIly? — y2KaCHYJIach .

— HMeHHO, — Temneps rojioc JIMHAIb 3ByYall CHOKOMHO 1 6e3pa3nuuHo. — Ckasan: «Pa3 TH Tak
3amIyinaentsb FPUOHOB, TaK U XKUBU cpenu HuX. 2KuBu u Mydatlics. [IocMOTPHM, KaK JOJIT0 TH IPOTSHEIIhb
cpenu HuX. Kak CKOpo OHU 00HapyzKaT TBOIO UCTHUHHYIO CYIITHOCTb M PACIPaBITCS C TOOOM». ITU CIIOBA,
KOHEYHO, MHe TIOTOM Iiepefaanu... [loka 6blyla MaJIeHbKOM, I CYMTasa, 4YTO MaMa IIPOCTO yMepJia.
Oxka3saJsocs, ee coenany rocyfapCcTBeHHOU u3MeHHuUuNen. Ho He mymalo, 4To OHa eme XuBa... OHa He
cMorsia OBl TaK [IOIT0 OPSATAThCS, OTELl IIPaB. DTO MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO...

— U Bce ke BOAPYT OHa XKUBa? — CIIPOCHUIIA S B 3aMeIIaTelbCTBe. — [0 B TOM, YTO CETOOHS B AJIMTaHUTE
s1 BUTIeJia JKEeHIIUHY, OYEeHb ITOX0XKYI0 Ha CBOIO MaMy. M moagymara, pa3 Mbl C TOGOM ITOX0XKHU, TO, BO3MOXKHO,
¥ HAIlld MaTepH...

— Bpen! — nepebuna menst JIuaans. — Tebe mokazanock. DTO He MOrJjia OBITh OHA, aXe ecu Obl U OblIa
ImoXozka Ha TBOIO MaTbh. U ecnu 611 g0 cux mop Oniia kKuBoi. OHa, OyoydYu U3THAHHOM, HE CMOrJjia OBl JKUTh
OKOJIO MOPsI, coIlyia OBl C yMa, He UMesI BO3MO2KHOCTH BOUTH B Hero. CKOpel BCEero OTIIPaBUiIach OB
BIIyOBb CTPaHEI, K 03€Py KaKOMYy UJH peke... Bo Bcsikom ciydae, s1 ObI Ha ee MeCTe Tak U chejaja.

— U Bce Xke, TOCMOTPH, y MEeHSI Ha KHUZKHOM MOJIKe, Ha KPOBAThI0 €CTh anb0oM, TaM ¢oTorpaduu,
MaMUWHEI TOXe eCTh, — IOoIpocuia . — [IpoCcTo cCKaxXu, IOX0XHU U HET?

— OTO mopTPeTH Ha Oymaxkkax? — JIuHamb B3moxHyna. — Ilac...

OHa Ha HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3aTHXJIa, 3aTeM pa3faiCsd KaKOU-TO IIeIeCT.
— Hy ma, uTto-TO ecTb 0011lee, — HaKOHeIl IIpu3Hana JIMH3/Ib HeXO0Ts.
4 e BO3/MMKOBana:

— Tak 3Ha4uT, 3TO BCe-TaKu MOzKeT ObITh OHa! Heyxkemu Tel ObI HEe 0OpamoBaach, eciiu OBl OHA OKa3aJjlach
KHUBa?

— MHe Bce paBHO, — IIPO3ByYa HEOXKUAAHHEIM 0TBeT. — He X04y HU 3HATHL 0 Hel uTo-n1ubo, HU TeM 6oJjiee
BCTpPeYaThCA C Hel... [I719 MeHs OHa yMepJa.

AneH IOYTH HUKOTAA HE CCOpUJIcA ¢ 6paToM, KpaHe PeOKo 3/IUJICS U TO HeJolIro, Oyaydu CTapIiuM,
BCeTfla CHUCXOOUTEILHO OTHOCHUIICS K ero BeixogkaM. OH ObLT IpuBsS3aH K BepToHy, cYWTan ero ay4iIum
IpyroM. CKOJIBKO OHH BMECTE BCET0 IEePEeXUM, B KaKre IPUKIIUYEeHUS TOJIbKO He BIIYTEIBAJIUCh 110
IOHOCTH, & CMepTh OTIIa cOu3uiia U elile 6osbile. Bo BcskoM cinydyae, HMeHHO Tak Ka3ajioch Aneny. U
Oake TATOTHI IIPABJIEHUS, KOTOPBIE JIETJIN Ha UX IJIeYM IIPAaKTUYEeCKU B OOWH OeHb, OHU OEJIU/IU Ha OBOUX.
Tak 4To 2Ke MPOUCXOOusIo ceiyac? Teneph MOYTH KaXIBEIM pa3 IIPH Bume OpaTa AJJIeH UCILITEIBAI



pasmapakeHue, 60JIbIlle HE MOT C HUM CIIOKOMHO 00maThcsi. B KaXkKIoM ero B3TJIsifie, B KaXKIOM IIOCTYIIKe
BHOEJI IIOOBOX.

PeBHOCTS... AJIJIeH fyMaJsl, 4YTO 3TO YyBCTBO €My UyKAO0, U YK TOUHO He IpefIosarai, YTO ero BUHOBHUKOM
craHeT bepron. UM HUMKOTrIa He IPUXOAUIIOCH OOPOTHCS 3a BHUMAaHUe XKEHIMH: ero XBaTallo Ha KaXKaoro u
c nuxBo#. Temepd Ke B OyIie AlieHa ITOCEIUICS CTPaxX, OH BIepBhIe yBUIes B OpaTe conmepHuka. Cyabba
CBITpasa 3JIyI0 ITyTKY: UX CepAlla IOTSHYIUCh K OOHOM U TOU XKe JeByIIKe. BhIo TPymHO He 3aMeTuTh, Kak
Bepron cMoTput Ha JIuH31me MapuHAXK, KaK BHIIENSIET ee Cpelu MpoYux HeBecCT. M Kak XKIeT, YTo
HNmmepaTop OTKaXKeTCs OT Hee, YTOOHI IIOTOM CAelaTh CBoel. be3ycoBHO, MPEUMYyIIeCTBO OBIIO Ha
cTopoHe AnreHa, 3To ero OTO0p U ero BEIOOP, Tak IpenonpenesieHo 6oraMy ¥ HUKTO He B CUJIaX HapPYIIUTh
aToro mpaBa. Ho kak OBITH C YyBCcTBaMU caMoi JInHa1b? OH MOT 3aBlafieTh €e TeJIoM, IPUBsI3aTh K cebe
y3amu Opaka, HO cepAue... EMy Hy>KHO OBIJIO ee cepalle, 4TOOBI OHa MpUHAaAJIeXkana eMy 0e3 ocTaTka.
OpHako AJJieH IIoKa He OBUI YBepeH B ee B3aUMHOCTU, 0COOEHHO KOrla PSIIOM BCe BpeMsi KPYTUJICS
BepToH. Panbine ymeHnue 6paTa UCKYCHO (GIIMPTOBATh M 0YapPOBLIBATH KEHIIMH Pa3BiIeKano AJjieHa,
Temnepb XKe ero nepenepruBaio KaXKObl pa3, Korga yiisi0Ka uin B3I bepToHa OvIiM HampaB/IeHH B
cTtopony JInuanb. U 9Ta ero ycayxKiauBOCTh U 00XxoOouTeIbHOCTL!.. Kak ke oHa celiuac 6ecumna! Cam AneH
He MOT M03BOJIUTEL cebe momoOHOr0, HU B CUJTy O0Jiee CHepKAaHHOTO XapaKTepa, HU U3-3a HbIHEIITHETO
nonoxkeHusi. A BOT JImH3b 6/1ar0CKJIOHHO IPUHMMAaJla 3HakKM BHUMaHUsI bepToHa, KOHEeYHO, He IT03BOoJIsIIa
cebGe HUYETO BHIIIIe PAaMOK IIPUJIMYUS U 9TUKETa, HO Bce Xke... Korma oHa o61anack ¢ HUM, B ee Tj1a3ax He
OBLIIO PABHOAYIINS, OHU U3JTy4Yalii TENJIO U CUMIATHUIO. M B TaKre MOMEHTHI Y AJIJIEHA IOSIBIISIJIOCH
XKeJlaHUe pacTep3aTh OpaTa. BoT, Hanpumep, Kak BUepa B cany, BO BpeMsI TOXKIS. ..

— ToI 3Haelb, MUIBIN, — MenaHu KakK BCEeTrfa BOIIIa B IOKOU IJIEMSHHUKA 6€3 CTyKa, — ST IPUSITHO
yOUBJIEHA...

— Bur Y2Ke BEePHYJIUCH C nporynKH? — IIOMHTEepPEeCOBaJICAad ArneH, Bce ellle YaCTUYHO HpeGbIBaH B CBOUX
MBICJIAX.

— Ia. U THI He X0Yelb y3HATh, Kak 5 CETOOHS HUCITBIThIBAJIa TBOUX HEBECT? — riia3a MenaHu
m06IeCKUBAJIN C 030PCTBOM.

— OnsTh ucnbTaHue? He CIMIIKOM JIM 4acTO OHU IPOXOHIAT? — ycMexHyscst UmnepaTop. — UYyBCTBYyIO,
TAaKUMM TEMIIAMU MOSI CBafib0a COCTOUTCS PaHbIlle, YeM IIJIaHUPOBasIach.

— A 4ero TSIHYTh? — TeTYIIKa ONMyCTHUJIaCh B KPECJIO ¥ BO33PHUJIaCh Ha HETO B OxXumaHuu. — U? Twl He
CIIPOCHIIIB, YTO 3TO OBIIO 3a UCIIBITAHUE?

— W 4T0 3TO OBIJIIO 3a UCTIEITaHUE? — TTOBTOPUII AJINIEH, [efiasi INI[0 HapOUUTO CePhe3HBIM.

— O, s mpoBepuUIIa, IeTKO JIK UM BCKPYXKUTH T0l0BY. Tebe Begb He HY2KHA JKeHa, KOTOPas MOXKET YBJIEUbCS
KaKUM-HUOYyOb IOHBIM CUMIIAaTUYHEBEIM CIIyTOM U HacTaBUTH Tebe pora?

— N? — AnseH BHe3allHO 3aHepPBHUYAJI.

— TaHIIOpEI, KOTOPHIX 5 HaHsJIa, TPeKPacHO CIPABUJIMCh CO CBOMMU POJIIMH, — MeJjaHu yiei0anachk. —
Xouelrb 3HaTh, KTO HE IPOIIE 3TO UCIHITaHUE Ha MIPOYHOCTh, HE YCTOSIJI IPOTUB co0jia3Ha?

— TI'oBopu xke! — HeTepnenuBo nmorpedoBan MmmoepaTop.
OH CTpalInCs yCIBIIIATh TOIbKO OOQHO UMS, Ha OCTAJIbHBIX €My OBIJIO IIJIeBaTh.

— HuxkTo, — yneibka Mesanu ctana mupe. — OcTaBIIMeCcs HEBECTH — IIPOCTO KPEMEHb, CKaxXy 51 Tebe. A
ceHTa MapuHAXK U BoBCe cOexkajla OT CBOEr0 UCKYCHUTEIH. ..

— Cb6exajia? — cepple AnjieHa JIUKYIOIe BCTPENEeHYI0Ch.

— Boo611e, 3a6aBHO OBIIO CMOTPETH Ha PEaKIUI0 CEHT CO CTOPOHE], — MeaHu pomokaia
ycMmexaThcsi. — Hampumep, nipuHiiecca I'paiic...

Ho AnneH yXe He CbIIIan ee. BHyTpY BHe3anHO MTOJIBIXHYJIO 3HAKOMEIM OTHEM, U B CJIEOYIOUIYIO0 CEKYHAY
TOT 3aCTPyuJICsS 0o BeHaM. Ero JIpakoH BepHYJICS, COMHEHUH He Ob1s10. M 9TO monroxkmaHHOe COOBITHE Ha
BpPeMs BEITECHUJIO BCE OCTa/IbHEIE MBIC/IH M BOJIHEHUS.

— YTo cnyuyunoch, Mumbiii? TeGe CHOBa HEXOPOIIO? — TETYIKa pepBajia CBOM paccka3 U 00eCIIOKOEHHO
oCcMOTpena Ha AJieHa.

— Her, Bce B mopsimke, IPOCTO 3amyMaJiCsi, — OH PEIINJI IOKa He TOBOPUTH €M: MaJjio Jik, BOPYT OH PaHO
panpyeTcsa? CoolImuTh TaKyi0 HOBOCTh BCETa YCIIEET.

AnneH enBa mozkpasics 3akaTa. Korma 3a OKHOM CT'yCTHUIHMCh CYMEPKH, a B 3aMK€e CTUXJIU I'0JIoca CJIYT, OH,
CTapasiCh OCTABAaThCSI He3aMeYeHHBIM, HallPaBUJICS B 3alafgHYI0 OaIlHio, Toe HaBepxy Obljla MPOCTOPHAS



cMoTpoBad moiagka. OH 0OCTaHOBUJICS Ha CaMOM Kpalo ¥ MPUKPHUI I'Jla3a. [IpakoH OTKIUKHYJICS Ha ero
30B B TOT K€ MUT. 3allleBeJINJICS, ITIOTHUMAasi TOJIOBY ¥ PACIPABIISsi KPLIJIbs, @ CIIeIOM KPBIIbS
B3METHYJIMCh U 3a CIUHOM caMoro AmnseHa. I'iy0oKuil BOOX, HAllOJTHEHHBIN CBOOOMOM 1 CHUJION, OTOHB,
BCOBIXHYBIIUY B TPYOU, B3MaxX KPBUIBEB, TOTYOK — M CyMacllefInee, TbIHAIee YyBCTBO MIOJIeTa. ..

«A st yxKe u 3a0b11, Kak 6TM3K0 MOXKeT OBITH He60», — CYACT/IMBO MOAyMaJsl AJIJIEH, B3MBIBas K HOYHBIM
obJjIakaM.



I';maBa 25

ITocrne coOBITHI CETOOHSIIITHETO OHS s1 He Haxoauna cebe mecrta. Pa3roBop ¢ JInHamb e1fe G0JIbIlle BHEC
CMYTY, ¥ Ha CepAle JjiexkaJlia HeIOHSATHASA TSKeCTh. ¢ mombITasack MOpaHbIlle JIeYhb CIIaTh, HO COH
OTKAa3bIBAJICS IIPUXONHUTH, a TOJIOBA OblyIa SICHOM Kak HUKOrga. [ToToM ke KpacaBYuK 3aBO3UJICS B CBOEH
KOpOoOKe, ¥ 9TO IITypIllaHue 3aCTaBUJIO0 MEHS MOOHATHCS U IMOJOUTH K HEMY.

— HeyXemnu onsTh T'yIATh 3aX0TeN? — CIIPOCHIIa MUTPHOHA, CHUMas KPHILKY. — Bpofe, cerogus yxe
JieTarl...

ToT mpu BUAe MEHS PAZOCTHO 3aXJIONaj KPBUTbSIMHU W BEIOpAJICS U3 KOPOOKM. f B3MOXHYJIa U HAallPaBUjIach
K OKHY, 4TOOHI BEHITYCTUTH IuTOMIIa. Ho KpacaB4uuk He ImoJIeTes 3a MHOHM, a YCTPEMUJICS K ABepHu. Kakum-
TO 00pa3oM eMy ymasioch HaXKaTh Ha PYYKY, U OBEPH OTKPHLIAC.

— O, THI KyZ#a? — UCHyTasach 5, KOTha MUTPUOH IPOUIMEITHYJI B KOPHUOOP. — Tebe Hemb3s Tynal

$1 3aMeTasnach 0 KOMHATE B IIOMCKAX, YeM IPUKPHITh CBOI0O HOYHYIO COPOYKY, HaKOHEI[ CTAHYJIa OOEsIJio U
HaKUHYJa ero Ha Iuiedu Kak Itaml. Coiimer! Celidac riaBHOe BepHYTh KpacaBumKa, a TO 3a/IeTUT ellle
KyZa-HuOyOb He TyOa, IIOTOM IIpPo0jieM He pacxiebaellb.

Ho BomHOBanacek s 3psi: TUTPUOH XKAal MeHs Ha OnuzkaiiiieM nosopore. OQHAKO CTOMIIO MHE
npuOIU3UTHCS, KAK OH IIOJIETEJI HajIblile.

— ThI YTO, X0Uelllb, YTOOH 51 ¢ TOGOM MOTYIsAIa? — moramaasnach s.

KpacaBuuk monTBepOUI 9TO, BEIIYCTUB CTPYUKY OTHS, @ 3aTeM CTPEMUTEIbHO 00j1eTesl MeHsI BOKPYT.
Kasanocs, oH maxe ynbibancs. BoT xKe MpoOKa3HUK!

— Ho Hac MoryT yBULETh, — 4 OTJIsifesia COBEPIIEHHO IIyCTOM Kopunop. — JlagHo, maBail 4yTh-4yTh
mporyJsseMcs. 91, TONbKO mmogoxkau MeHs! Kyna Xxke ThI...

41 ycropwuna mar, meITasiCh YTHAThCS 3a nurpuoHoM. OH Ke BeJl MeHsI BIIEPEN, TOYHO 3HaJI PACII0JIOXKeHTe
BCeX JIeCTHUI-KOPUIOPOB 3aMKa. HeyKenu 3To IpecnoByTOe IPakKOHbE UyThe?

— Hapetocs, THI 1 Ha3zag MHe IIyTh IIOKaXKeIb, — 3albIXaBIIMCh, CKalasa 1 KpacaB4yuky mocjie Mapii-
OpocKa Ha HECKOJIPKO 3Taked BBepxX. — A TO S TOYHO OfiHA He HaWay CBOIO KOMHATy. KctaTu, roe Mer?

4 TonkHyJa HEBLICOKYIO ABEPIYy ¥ OKa3allach Ha CBeKeM HOYHOM BO3IyXe.
— Me&I Ha KperIie?

A npubnusuaack K 3y64uaToMy mapareTry u TIsTHya BHU3. Bricoko!.. KaxeTcsi, aTo omHa u3 GamreH. Ho Bupg
OTCIO[Ia IOTPSICAIOIIUM: C OOHOM CTOPOHEI TEMHEIOT OYEePTAaHU TOPHEIX XpeOTOB, C IPyroi — Mope,
yKpallleHHOe cepebpHUCTO HOPOXKKOM JTyHBI, COEIUHSIETCS C HeOOM B 0HO 6apXaTHUCTO-CUHEE IIOJIOTHO.
[Toxkanyi, s Bce Ke HEMHOT0 I0OYyIy 30€eCh...

KpacaBuuK IpOMOIIKaJl KPYXKUThH Hao MHOM, HHOTTIa 3a0aBHO KYBHIPKASICh U Aeas meTIu.
— Hy unu noneta#i, — paspeinuia g eMy. — TOnbK0 Hefqonro. M He 3a0y[b, YTO s KOy TeOS 30eCh...
[TuTrpHoH B 3HAK 6JIaroapHOCTH ILIXHYIT HA MEHs 0071aYKOM fapa U YCTPEMUIICS BBHICH.

Houb cTosita 6e3BeTpeHHast, HO S BCe PAaBHO ITOCHIbHEe 3aKyTalack B ofesino. [Ipoinack B3ad-Buepe; mo
TIIolagKe, Mo0ysch MOPeM, OCTaHOBHUJIACh ¥ Kpasi, BOOXHYJIA TOTTy0Ke MTPOXIafgHbIN BO3AyX. 3alPpUMETHB
Ha (oHe OuMCKa JIYHH JIETSIIYI0 TOYKY, CIIepBa IIogyMajla, YTO 3TO BO3BpalnaeTcss KpacaBuuk, u maxe
MBICJIEHHO ITOXBaJIujla €ro 3a OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. Ho TouKa, mpubINKasCh, pOoCia, T0Ka He IpeBpaTUiIach B
ouepTaHMs OpPaKoHa. A ellle Yepes mapy CeKYH[ CTajio MOHATHO, YTO 3TOT APAKOH OTPOMEH U YK TOYHO He
MmoxeT ObITh KpacaBuukom. Ho rimaBHOE, OH JI€TENI IPSIMO KO MHe. [IepBEIM ITOPEIBOM OLIIIO YOEKaTh,
CIIPSTaThCs, HO 3PeIuIle IapsIero sAiepa 3aBOpakKHUBalio ¥ He HaBajo OTOPBaTh B3T/sOa. U uem Onuxe
CTAHOBHUJICS OPAKOH, TeM 5 6OJIbIlle HAYMHAJIA yIaBIUBaTh B HEM HEUTO 3HAKOMOe. BOT CBET JyHbI
KOCHYJICSI €70 CIIMHBI — M YeIlys BCIIBIXHYNa ankiM. Heyxemnu 9To...

41 oTcTynuia, yBUEB, YTO APAKOH cOOMpaeTCs IpUu3eMisaThcs. Ero riasa, )KenTee, C y3KUMU
BePTHUKAIbLHEIMY 3padKaMu, 6€30TPEIBHO CMOTPEIIH Ha MEHsI, TeM CaMBIM JIHIIas IIOCIeqHeH BO3MOKHOCTH
CKPBITBCsI. OT BCIIBIIIKY, ITOJBIXHYBIIEH B CIEOYIONIUN MUT, I MHCTUHKTHUBHO 3aKMYPHJIach, KOTaa XKe
BHOBB OTKPBIJIA T'JIa3a, Iepefo MHOM yX&Ke cTosinn UMmmnepaTtop. Bce-Taku OH.

— CeHTa MapuHAXK? — €ro rojioc 3Bydas TUX0 U BKPag4duBo.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTtBo, 3TO 1, — BHYTPH BCe 3a,11pe6e3}Kano OT HeOOBbSICHUMOI'O BOJIHEHHUS. DTO OB/ He
CTpaX, HET, U JaXe He CMYIlIeHue, CKopee, OXKuagaHue. Tonbko 4yero? f 1moka caMa He MOrjla HOHSATh. —



W3BuHUTE 3a MOU BUJ, S HE AyMaja, YTO KOI'0-TO BCTPeEYY...

— Yro BEI 37€ecCh menaeTe? — AnneH Bappiei MeOieHHO MPpUOIMKAJICSId KO MHE, TOUYHO XUITHUK, He
KeJIaIUi CIyTHYTh HOOBIYY.

— BHITY/IMBAI0 CBOET0 MUTPUOHA, — CKa3ajia YUCTYIO IPaBay.

— IMurpuoHa? — OH CTOSJI YK€ COBCeM OJIN3KO0, HA PACCTOSTHUY, MEHBIIIEM BHITIHYTON PyKu. Ha ero rybax
urpasa ynabOKa, a rjia3a ObITaluCh yaepkaTb MOU B3TJISL.

— a, — s1 ToxKe yIBIOHYIach, 4yTh paccinabuBiuck. — OH IeTaeT I'ae-TO PSIOOoM, a I XKIy...

— K cuacTrio, MOero nurpuoHa He HaJ0 BHITY/IMBaTh, — MMmepaTop nmpopmoszkan ycMmexatecsi. — OH
ImesaeT 3TO CaM...

— 0, Y BaC TOXKe€ €CThb IITMTPUOH... — BBEIPBAJIOChE Y MEH4A. N TonbKO IMOTOM ITOHSIA, YTO CMOPO3HJla
TIJIYIIOCTh: IINTOMIIBI-APAKOHEL BE€Ob €CTh Y BCeX 'PUOHOB.

— Koneuno, — mopTBepaun MMmnepaTop, BECENIO IPUIYPUBIINCH, — a KaK WHa4de?
— [lelicTBUTENBLHO, — TENEPh MOS yIbIOKA BhIpazKaja HEeJIOBKOCTb. — YTo 3TO 517..

— MozxkeT, OT TOTO0, YTO BaM XOJIOOHO? — OH KOCHYJICA MO€eH IIIeKH, a I OT HEOXKUIAaHHOCTU BEIIIYCTHUJIA U3
IIajyiblieB Kpada ofgesyia, U TO TYT 2Ke ImoexXajio BHU3.

4 oViKHYyJa, OOHOM PYKOM CIIEITHO MPUKPHIBas OTKPHIBIIIEECS OEKOJbTE, a IPYTroH IILITasCh yOepKaThb CBOE
TIOKpHIBajio, Ho MIiepaTopy nocjenHee yoanoch cuenaTh OpicTpee. OH He Jall Ofesily yIIacTh Ha 3eMIIIO,
BOT TOJIBKO 5 KaK-TO He3aMeTHO OKa3aslach B KOJblle ero pyK. Ofessio BepHyJIOCh MHe Ha IIJIe4H, OMHaKO
U3 CIIy4aWHBIX OOBSATUM MEHS BHIITYCKATh He crelnuiu. f nogHsna Ha MiMneparopa B3risAn, U y MeHs
TepexBaTUIIO AbIXaHHWe: ero rjla3a BHOBb CTalM 0€3OHHEIMU OMYTaMHU, BIEKYIITUMHU U JIUIIAIOITUMU
pa3syMa. Jlagons Py6uHoBoro Kopomnsa cKob3HyIa BBEPX II0 MOEMY IIjledy, Iiiee, 3aTeM Jierjia Ha 3aTHUIOK...
OT 3TUX HEXHEBIX IIPUKOCHOBEHUH 10 CIIMHE IIpo0exkKalyu Mypallky, a B TPYOU YTO-TO CIIaAgKO 3aHBLIO,
3aTperneTrasno, CTpallach ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO IIPEeABKYyIas mpoaomxkenue. Ellle MrHOBeHUE — U MOU T'yObI
0Ka3aJiuCh BO BIIAaCTH €ro ryd, omajauiu, pa3Kurasi OTBETHOe myiaMs. ['0jioBa KpyzKuiach, TOYHO IIbSTHAS, a
B JKMBOTE BCITBIXMBAINU COTHU OTHEHHEIX 6abouek. O6baTus MiMneparopa cranu TecHee, s1 U caMa
CTpeMUIIach K elre Gombliie 61130CTH, 00BUIIA ero ITelo pykaMu. Onesisio BHOBb CHEXAJIo Ha 3eMJI0, HO I
y2Ke He 3aMeuasia 3TOoro.

— JIuH3Ib... — pa3phIBas MOIEJyH, XPUILIO IpoIienTan MMmnepaTop, 3aTeM IPUTSHYJI MO0 [OJIOBY K
CBOEMY IJIeYy, & CaM YTKHYJICS JIUIIOM MHE B BOJIOCHI.

41 mpuKanach MEKOH K ero TPyau M, 3aKPHIB TJla3a, IhITajIach BEIPOBHATH AbIxaHue. Ceppile CTy4aso B
yIlIaX, a B TOJIOBE IMO-TIpeXKHeMy ObIT TyMaH. ¢ He MOHUMAJIa, TIe celdyac HaX0xXKyCh, BO CHE UJTA HasIBY.
[IPOCTO 3TOT IIOLEINYH... ¥ OOBATHA... BCe 9TO GBITIO TaK HEOXKUIAHHO U, IOKAIYH, CIUIIKOM XOPOIIIO,
4YTOOBI OBITH IIPABIOM.

— JIuHB3MIb... — CHOBA IpolinenTtan UMmepaTop, nepedbupasi maabllaMy MOK BOJIOCHI.

— Bartre BenmngecTBo... — TOXKe IIETIOTOM MIpou3Hecia 1. — MHe, HaBepHoe, JIy4llle YHTH...
— Kyma? — B ero rosioce mpoMeabKHYJI UCITYT.

— Hazap, K cebe B KOMHATY...

— B koMHaTy? — B3m0X 00JIeTYeHNs], BEI3BABLINY Y MEHSI HEBOJIbHYIO YIIBIOKY. — 51 y2Ke myMall, Thl XO4Yelllb
y#itu ¢ OTbopa...

— A Tak pa3Be MOXKHO? — 5T BHOBb YJIBIOHY/IaCh.

— Hert. Ho 3HaTh 0 TOJOOHOM KeJIaHUM He XOTeJIOCh OHL... [1a, Tebe Ke XOJIOOHO... — TYT OH,
BCTPEIIeHYBIINCH, IIONHSII MOe MHOTI'OCTpaalbHOe Ofesiio, HaKMHYJI ero Ha MeHs, a I10cjie CHOBa OOHSAI,
Tenepb yXKe MILITasCh COTPETh.

[TpukuMasich CHOBa K ero Irpyau, MHe BOPYT II0Ka3ajoch, YTO OHA cTana OynTo ropsivee, Kak U PyKH,
omserarmye MeHs. MoxeT 1 OLITh TaKOe, YTO OH HaMePeHHO IIOBBICUJI TEMIIEPATYPy CBOEro Tena?..

— Hac MOTYT YBULOETD, Bamie BenudyecTBO... — MHE He XOTEJIOCh IOKUIATD €ro OG'bHTHfI, HO s BCE XKe
IIOIIBITAJIaCh BbICBOﬁOI[I/ITbCSI U3 HUX.

— O KOM THI? — OH YCMEXHYJICS U B3sJI MEHS 3a PYKY, YAepKUBas.

Moii xKe B3TJIAM CIydallHO 3allelInJICS 3a IepCTeHb, YKpallalomui ero CpegHuY Iajiell, ¥ 3TO HEMHOI'O



OTPEe3BUJIO MEHsA, CIIYCTHUB C Hebec Ha 3eMJIIO.

— IyMaro, eciy Opyrue Ballli HEBECTH Y3HAIOT 00 3TOM, UM OymeT HENIPUSITHO, — OTBETHUJIA yKe 6oyee
TBEPHO.

U 3To HamoMUHAHME, TTOX0XKe, TOXKe BepHyJio MiMnepaTopa B 0eWCTBUTEILHOCTE.

— Hy na... — nporosopuil oH ¢ IBHOM mocanoi. — Ho Te6s 9To He HOJIKHO BOJIHOBaTh. 4 no3abouyck caM
006 3TOM.
— U Bce xke... 4 norigy, Bame BenuuecTBo... — s1 OTCTyIIMIa Ha mar. ¥ TyT, 6yATO YYBCTBYS, YTO IIPHUIIIIO

BpeMsi, mosiBUIICs KpacaBuuK. — BOT Kak pa3 ¥ MOM IUTPUOH BepHYJICA... [I03BOJIbTe MHE OCTaBUThH Bac.

— ITo3Bomnsio, — I/IMHepaTop HaKOHeIl OTIIYCTHUJI MOIO PYKY, a KpacanI/IK TYT XK€ 3aHsJI MeCTO Yy MEeHS Ha
mjede.

41 yxke cobpayiack pa3BepPHYTHCS, HO TYT KOE-YTO BCIIOMHUJIA.

— Bame BenuyecTBO, — 5 IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha Hero C YHBI6KOﬁ. —4d Pana, 4TO BEI HAKOHEI ITOIIPABUIIUCh... —
U TellepPb, Y2Ke He OridObIBasCh, ITOCIIEINIa ITPOYb.

3axJI0ITHYB OBEePh CIAJIbHU, IIPHUKalach K Hel crimHoi. CepAalie o0 CUX ITOP KOJIOTHUIIOCh, TO JIX OT Oera, TO
JI1 OT CBUMAHUS C MiMImepaTopoM.

— Hy BOT 3a4eM Thl MEHA TyOda noBen? — BOCKIJIMKHYJIa, C YIIDEKOM TI'JIAOsd Ha KpaC&B‘-II/IKa. — MoxeT, TH
9TO CIienuaJIbHO HOJICTpOI/IJI?

[TurproH 00MKEHHO OTBEPHYJICS U I0Jie3 K ceGe B KOPOOKY. 4 ke, IMo-IpeKHeMy 3aKyTaHHas B Oesiyo,
PYXHYyJIa Ha KPOBaTh ¥ 3aphIjlach JIULIOM B MOOYIIKY. AlHMHA, ¥ 4TO 3TO OB7T0? Kak? Kak Morio mogo6Hoe
cnyuntbes? TeGs momesoBanu, a Tel oTBeTua! [la emle Tak camo3abBeHHO, OyATO camMa XKmaja 3TOoTo...

— C yMa COHTH, — IIpOIIeNTala, IpuKacasch K rybaM, KOTOpHIe, Ka3aJoCh, 10 CUX IIOP TOPEJIX OT
moIlennysi. B rpyau e Bce 3aHBIIO OT BOCIIOMUHAHUN. — Be3ymue Kakoe-To...

U xak Temneps ObITH manbie? Kak ¢ 3aTuM xkuTh? YyBCTBA HE JOJIZKHBI 3aTMEBATh Pa3yM, CKOJIBKO MOXKHO
9TO TTOBTOPSTH? f BemOb 3eCh He OIS 3TOr0. Y MeHsI COBCeM MHas 1easi. MHas. MHe Hamo pa3go0bITh 9TOT
4yepToB XaJlIOT U MOJIYYUTh CBOOOMOY... BepHYThCS MOMOM... A I Hadaja IPOCTO BHIXKHUTH.

Yro GvI cKa3asa JIuHaIb, y3HaB 00 aToMm? ITocie Toro, Kak mocMesijiach ObI Hag MOEH TIIYIOCTEIO,
KoHeuHO? Hy u npoknsatuii B agpec Py6uroBoro KopoJisi, 0HM TOXKe IocjiefoBaiu Obl HempeMeHHO. [ToTom
Ke OHa mopymMajia OBl ¥ CKa3ajla, YTO 9TUM HYZKHO BOCIIOJIb30BAaThCS. 3aTKHYTh MOMAJIbIIlE CBOU 3MOIUHU U
BOCITOJTb30BaThCS ClIy4yaeM. Beb ueM MeHsI HallyTCTBOBAJI 3AEIITHUI Tarno4yka? BTepeTbCcs B JoBeEpUe K
HmMmnepaTopy, a Jaydine BoOBCe COOMa3HUTh... M1 BOT, KaXKeTCs, IIPOIIeCC IIOIIeI, TOJIbKO MEeHS 9TO He pagyerT!
JInaamb 6B CaMa YK TOYHO He YIyCTHUJIa TAaKOro IIaHca, TeM 0ojiee 4TO Teleph XaslJIOT KaK HUKOTHa
OIM30K: HY?KHO BCETO-TO CTSIHYTH €ro C majbila PybuHoBoro Koposs. B mopeiBe CTpacTH 3TO CHOEJaTh
JIyd4lile BCETro, paccynuia Obl IPUHIIECCA, ¥ C XOJIOMHOM TOJI0BOM MPUCTYIHUIA K OCYIIECTBIIEHUIO 3TOT'0
nnaHa. Ho ects mpob6nema: 51 He JIMHIJIb, TYCTh U Tpeb6kIBaio B ee Tejie. M [jist TOTo, 4TO OHa OHI ceraa C
JIETKOCTHIO U 0€3 3a3peHus COBECTH, MHE TIPUAETCS MEPECTYIIATh Yepe3 ce0si, CBOM IPUHILIUITEI, @ TeIePh
ellle, ITOX02Ke, 1 4yepes3 uyBcTBa. OT 4yBCTB XKe 5 OBl BOBCE Ipefmnoysa coexkaTthb, YTOOBI ITOCKOopee 3a0bITh U
3a0BITHCS, HO [JazkKe 9TO He MOABJIACTHO TEIephb MHE. f B KJIeTKe, U KJII0Y OT Hee XpPaHUTCS y AJIJieHa
Bappies.

Anmnen pap ObUI OBI COXPAHSATh CEPbE3HBIN BU[, HO I'yObI CaMU PACIIILIBAJINCH B YIIEIOKE. [la 4To 3a 6e3ymue
Takoe? BynTo 9TO IEepBHI IOIeny# B ero kXu3Hu. Ho maxke Torma, KOrga B YeTHIPHAMAIATE JIET BIIEPBHIE
OIIIyTHJI BKYC KEHCKUX I'y0, MpUHAaJIeXkKalllnX, K CJIOBY, OOHOM 13 (DABOPUTOK OTIIA, OH HE UCIIBITHIBAII
TAaKOTO TIOgbeMa ¥ PagoOCTH. 3aTO Temephb Bell ce6sT KaK MOAPOCTOK. ..

— 4 cTpanHo BRITIAXKY, UHTa, ma? — crpocun AjieH TOXUIIYIO CIy’KaHKy, 3aMeTHB, Kak Ta, mpubupas
IIOCTeNb, yKpanKoil 6pocaeT Ha HETO B3TJIAOHL.

— HerT, Bamre BennuecTBO, BbI BRITJISANUTE XOPOIIO, — OTO3BajiaCh OHA POBHBIM rojocoM. — Ho nekaps
I03BaTh He IIOMeIIaso O...

— Ilpu yeMm TyT nnekaps? — MMnepaTop 3acMmesiicsi. — ¢ He o 6osie3Hu BoBce. M mpekpacHo cebs
4yBCTBYIO.

— Kak 3Haete, Bame BennyecTBO, — mozKaja Ta IjiedaMU U IIPOAOJIXKUIIa HEBO3MYTUMO 3aCTU/IaTh
KpoBaTh. — BEI clIpocunu — s OTBETUIIA.

B mBepr mocTy4anu, a mocie, KJIaHsasCh, Bolllesl ceKpeTaphb [1ut.

— C moOprIM yTpoM, Baiie BenudecTBo, — IIPUBETCTBOBAJI OH. — BOT CIIMCOK [eT Ha CEeTromHs, — OH



IOKa3aJl CTONKY OyMar y cebst B pyke. — Takxke pe-ceHTa ['9¥iHC IpoCcHia nepenarth, YTo Ipubosiesna u He
CMOXKET II0Ka ITOKUHYThH CIAJIbHIO.

— OnsTh TONOBHBEIE 60JTN? — cpa3y moragascs AJIeH.

— Onu cambie, — nogrBepaun I[Iut. — YTo KacaeTcs 3aBTpaka...

— KcTatu, o 3aBTpake, — mepebun ero Annes. — HakpoiiTe ero B cafloBoi Oeceike 1 Ha OBe IEPCOHHI.
— XKenaete 3aBTpakarth ¢ Ero BennyectBoMm bepToHOM? — yTOYHUII CTATC-CEKpPETaph.

— Her, Koe ¢ keM OpyruM, HO 00 3TOM s m03ab04YyCh caM, UAUTE, — HETEPIEIUBO OTIPABUJI ETO
Hwmneparop.

Wges mo3BaTh Ha 3aBTpak JIMHA/Ib MOCETHIIA €T0 BHE3AITHO, a CePAIle C TOTOBHOCTHIO TTOAAEPKAaJo.
KoHeuHO, cTOuJI0 GBI MPOSIBUTH OCTOPOXKHOCTh, YTOOH HE BEI3BAaTh CMYTY CPedu OPYTUX HEBECT, HO AJIeH
Toka He xoTen 00 3ToM mymaTh. Celigac 3Ke eMy IIPOCTO XOTEJIOCh CHOBA YBUMETH JIMHIIb, TTOOLITh
HEMHOTO C Hel PSOoM, HaCIaAUuTbCS MUHYTaMU YEOUHEHUS. ..

CTyK B OKHO s yCJIBIIIIAJIA, BEIXOMOS U3 KyIalbHU.
— O#, 310 IUrpuoH! — BOCK/IHUKHYJIa MapHu.
— A oH pa3Be He uMHIepaTopckuii? — Kpuc, 3aropeBIucs JII000NEITCTBOM, HAlTPaBUIach K OKHY.

Temeps u 51 BUAea NUTPUOHA 3a CTEKJIOM: OH ObI KpynmHee KpacaBunka u siBHO B3pociiee. Ero xesnro-
OopaHXKeBas dellys IIepejiuBajlach Ha COJIHIlE, a TepelloHYaThle KPHIJIbsl HETEPIIEJIUBO OUIU O IIONOKOHHUK.

— ¥V nero nucemo, — Kpuc 3abpasa u3 jansl TUTPUOHA OyMaXKHBIM CBUTOK. — U Cyast 10 TeCHEHHOM
Oymare, 3To TO4HO 0T MMIIepaTopa, rocroxa.

ITocnaHHUK, BBHIIIOJIHUB CBOI0 MUCCHIO, TOTYAC yJieTell, 5 XKe pa3BepHyya nuchMo. [louepK pOBHEIH,
YBEPEHHEBIN, YyTh 3a0CTPEHHEBIN, 0€3 BCAKUX KPAaCUBOCTEH 1 3aBUTYIIIEK: «Hageroch, ceHTa MapUHOXK, B
He OTKazkeTe [03aBTpakKaTh CO MHOU B cany? Ecnu coryacHbl, TO XIOy Bac B y2Ke 3HaKOMOU BaM Oecefke.
IToTroponurecsk. AnneH Bappreii» MMnepaTopckas medaTh C IPpaKOHOM, pa3MalllicTas IOAIUCh.

3a mpoIIeaIyo HOYb I MHOTO€ IIepeiyMalia U IPUIIIa K PEHIeHnuI0, YTO Bce ke Oyny IpuaepKuBaThCs
IIpesKHero IJlaHa U IIeJiy, a 9yBCTBa... Kak-Hubynmb CIpaBiIioch C HUMMU.

— Mapwu, mnaThe yKe TOTOBO? — Oo0paTHUiach s K CIyXKaHKe.
— Ia, rocoXka, — OHa ITOKa3aja Ha BeIllakKy.

[TnaThe OBLIIO OOHO M3 CAMBIX CKDOMHBIX B MOEM raprepobe, 6e3 0CcoObIX YKpalleHNH U BEIYYPHOCTH, IIBETA
TOIJIEHOTO MoJioKa. Korma s1 ero BeIOMpaa, TO gaxke He Mpenrosaraia 0 CBUOaHuu ¢ Mmmnepatopow,
Telleph Ke 3aCOMHeBaslach: He CIUIIKOM JIX IIPOCTOe OIS TaKoro coOrrTus? Ho mocie pemmia 0CTaBUTh
TaK, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IIyCTh HE IYMAaeT, YTO 5 OyAy BHIPSIKAThCS CIIEMaIbHO OIS Hero. Kak ecTs, Tak
ecThb. C IpUYECKOi ToKe He MyApuia, monpocusiia Kpuc mpocTo co6paTh BOIOCH B IIYYOK U YKPACUTh
HeO0OJIBIITON 3aKO0JIKON B BUE JIMJIUU.

K Gecepmke 111a ¢ 3aMHpPaHuEeM B I'PyJHU. T'omoBa GhInTa IIyCTa OT MBICJIEH, 3aTO cepane BBIIIJIIACBIBAIIO
KaHKaH.

— Io6poe yTpo, — MiMmepaTop HMOJHSJICS MHE Ha BCTPEUY U Aaxe He Oajl MPUCECTh B MPHUBETCTBEHHOM
peBepatuce. IToman MHe PYKY ¥ Cpa3y MIPUIJIachi 3a CTOJ. — Pajl, 4TO ThHI IPHIIIa, — Ceiyac ero TeMHEBIe
rjIa3a IepeIuBaiuch 30710TOM, OyITO TTOACBEUEHHEIE U3HYTPH.

OKUHYB ero OBLICTPHIM B3TJISIIOM, S IIOHSJIA, UTO C HAPSIOM BCe XKe yragana: MMmepaTop Toxke OBITT ogeT
IpocTo, 6e3 PaCIIUTHIX KAM30JI0B, XXHUJIETOB U IMpodero. TONLKO mpocTa Oesasi pyOalllka 1 YepPHLIE Y3KHUe
OpIOKH.

— Bnaropmapro 3a npuriaiiesnue, Baiile BenyecTBo, — OTBETHJIA C MONYYJIBIOKOH. — ITO OBIIIO
HEOXKWAAHHO, S BeOb yKe cobupanack Ha 3aBTPAK C OCTAJIbHEIMU CEHTaMU... Kak Obl OHU He IPUHSIIUCH
MeHS UCKaTb BMECTEe C pe-CeHTol MenaHu.

— Memnauu npubosesna, I09TOMY MOXKeITb He BOJTHOBAThCSA. OHa YK TOYHO TeOs He CIIOXBATUTBLCS, —
Annen Bapprieii Toxe ymbI0ancs.

— Yro-TO Cepbesﬂoe? — 00€eCIIOKOeHHO IIOMHTEepecoBasiacCh .

— l'onoBHEBIE 6OJ'II/I, Yy Hee OBIBAIOT TAKHE IIPUCTYIIEI HECKOJIBKO pPa3 B I'OA. OHM 00BIYHO OJISATCS OHEU MATE...



— IToxoxke Ha MUTPEeHb, — COUYBCTBEHHO B3[MOXHYa 1. — []a, 9Ty HanmacTh Hafi0 IIPOCTO MEePEKUTE...
HWmmepaTop KUBHYI U A00aBUII:

— IMoatomy B GnuzKaliliee BpeMsi CEHTaM He HYKHO BOJTHOBAThCS 00 MCIBITAHUSAX... — MHE II0Ka3ajioCh, OH
XOTeJI ellle YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO IepenyMa. BMecTo 3Toro cHOBa yIBIOHYJICS U IPEIJIOKUIT: — [laBay
3aBTpPaKaTb. MK BeOb [OJIsI 3TOT'0 BCTPETUIUCH?

— a, KOHEYHO, — OTBETHJIa ¥ HEBOJIbHO OTJISIHYJIaCh Ha JOPOKKY, BEAYIIYIO KO TBOPILY.

— Hac HukTO He yBUOUT, — AJlieH Bappsel IpaBUIbHO UCTOIKOBAJI MOU MOPHIB. — 4 maxke Ciyr
OTHYCTHJI. A TIO IepUMETPY IIOCTABUJI OXpaHy. Yepe3 HUX HUKTO He MpoiaeT 6e3 Moero BegoMa.

— Torga oTAUYHO, — IPOTOBOPHUIIA ST HAPOUUTO GOAPO U MOTAHYNIACH K 610y ¢ 6YI0YKaMH.
OpnHako MMnepaTtop HaoGOPOT MOCEePhe3HeT.
— YTO0-TO IPOU3OILIO? — CIPOCHUI MEeHs 663 IpexkHeH MATKOCTH B T'OJIOCe.

— Yro BB MMeeTe B BuAy, Baie BenuuyecTBo? — s IMOMBITaNacCh YIBIOHYTHCS KaK MOXKHO MUjiee 1
KokeTnuBel. Tak Obl, HABepHOE, mocTynuna JINHIIb?

— C Halre# BCTpeuu Ha GalllHe YTO-TO IPOU30III0? — IIOBTOPHUJII OH, IPHUCTAIbLHO BIIISOLIBASCH B MO€
nu1o. Y 9TOro B3risima MHe CTajlo He Mo cebe, ¥ Pe3K0 pacTepsijia BCI0 CBOI PEIIUMOCTbD.

— A 4TO MOTJIO ITPOU30UTH? — MOs yIIbIOKa caMa coboi moTyxina. — Bce B mopsimke, Bamre BenuuecTso...

Her, Bce He Tak. [Toxoke, He BRIMAET U3 MEHS PACUETINBOU COOJTa3HUTEIbHUIIEL... I aKTpuca u3 MeHs
nnoxas. Hukyneimaas. B Hocy 3amunano, npenynpexkaas o0 cjie3aX, IT'OTOBBEIX BOT-BOT BHIIIJIECHYTHCS
HapyXy. 3aX0TeJIOCh HeMeJIeHHO cO6exkaTh OTCIOfla, YTOOH MyKYWHA, CUOSAIINN PSIOOM, HE BUNEN MEHS
TaKOM KaJnKou u noTepsiHHOM. Ho He ycnerna oxHyTh, Kak MmepaTop B3siJI MEHS 3@ PYKY ¥ PEIBKOM
MIPUTSHYI K cebe, Tak YTO 51 cpaly oKalajach B €r0 O0bATUSIX. BHauane oH MeHs MOoIlejioBajl, MeIJIeHHO U
TOMHUTEIbHO HEZXKHO, TTIOKa 5 caMa He CHajiach M He OTKJIMKHYJIaCh Ha 3Ty JIACKY, IOTOM K€ 9yTh
OTCTPAHUJICS ¥, YOEePKUBas HaablaMyu MO# MoaO0pPOIOK, CITPOCUIT:

— ToI uero-to Gourbcs? UTo TeOst TPEBOKUT? MOXKET, MOU ITOCTYIIKU? BO3MOKHO, 1 CJIMIIKOM HAaCTOUYUB
U 3TO TeOs myraet?

Boiock. U TpeBoxyck. Ho BoBce He M0 3TOMY mOBOAY. TONBKO C KEM ST MOTY HONENUTHCS STUMU TPEBOraMu
¥ cTpaxamu? B mupe apreii He CyIeCTByeT HU €IUHOM AYIH, KOMY OBI ST MOTJIa OTKPBITHCSI. A 3HAYHUT,
MHEe HMYEero He OCTAEeTCsI, KaK BHOBb ¥ BHOBb CKPBIBATh IOPEYhb CBOETO MOJIOXKEHUSI ¥ TOBOPUTHL COBCEM He
TO, UTO XOTEJIOChH OHI.

— Bame BennuecTBo, BBl He MOXKeTe OBITH HACTOM... — Hadasa OBLIO s, HO OH MeHsI 000pBaJl.
— IlepecTtanb. 3abyap, 4To 51 UMmepaTop. [IoroBOpu CO MHOUM MTPOCTO KaK C MYKYHHOM.

— Pa3Be 9T0 BO3MOXKHO? — 5 He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak Ilepelia Ha IIemoT.

— B03MOKHO, — OTBETUJI OH TakK Ke TUXO.

— Bamre BenuyecTBo, — HefgaiekKo OT 6eCenKM OCTaHOBHUIICS I'Bapfeel] U AeJIMKAaTHO OTBEPHYJICS K HaM
CIIMHOMU, — TIPOIITY HPOIIeHus 3a 6ECIIOKOMCTBO, HO MOSBUIACH BaKHAS UHMDOPMALHS.

— IIpoctu, — MiMmepaTop CO B3MOXOM BBITYCTHUJI MEHS U3 00BATHI M 00paTUiICs ykKe K rBapaeuiy: —
IMomotiou ciofma, paccKkas3wiBaii. YTo 3a nHGOpMaIusI?

Conpat OBICTPO mpoIlmesn B 6ecegKy U ITPOIOIKUII:

— Tonpko uTo cnyxk6a 6e3onacHocTy nepexpaTtuia nurpuona Ee BricouectBa ['patic YabcTep, oH Hec
nucbMo Kopomto Canduporo O6s1aka, ¥ K €T0 COepPXaHUI0 BO3HUK Psif BOIIPOCOB... HavanmbHUK CIIyKOBI
0e30I1aCHOCTH IIPOCHUT Balllell aynIueHIINH.

Annen Bapprieil moMpadHesI, Y MEHS Ke OT CTpa3a 3acoca’sio MOof JIOXKEYKOM: 3HAUUT, OHU OTCJIEXKUBAIOT U
IpoBepsioT nurpuoHoB? Ho mo KpacaBunka, Kak s MIOHMMAaI0, OHHU ellle He ToOpaIuch...

— Xopoilio, — OTBETHUJI TEM BpeMeHeM raapaeiity MmepaTop, — mepemai, YTOOB 2KHOajl B MOUX ITOKOSX. 51
cerdac IIogouny.

— Cnymatocsk, Bamie BenndectBo! — TOT pa3BepHYJICS Ha IITKaxX M IIOCIENINI B CTOPOHY 3aMKa.

— W3BuHU, — Tenepb AJIJIEH CMOTPEN Ha MeHsI. — Bce-Taku IpUAeTCs IpepBaTh Halll 3aBTPakK. f OB MOT



IIOIIPOCUTH ITOA0XKOATh MEHS, HO He YBEPEH, YTO BEPHYCh CKOPO.

— KoneuHo, Baiite BeimuecTBo, — KUBHYJIA S C JIETKOM YILIOKOM.

— Ho TBI MOXKeITb He CIEIINnTh, BCe, UYTO €CTh Ha CTOJIe, B TBOEM PaCIOpPSAXKEHNU, — OH MOOHSAJICH.
— Cmnacubo.

HiMnepaTop y2Ke IOYTH BHIIE U3 OeCceKH, KakK BOPYT OCTaHOBUJICS U OTJISHYJICS, a ero CJIefylolnue cloBa
3aCTaBUNIM MEHS CHOBA yIBIOHYTHCH:

— JIuu9nb... Eciiu BOPYT CerogHs BeUepoM PEIIUIb CHOBA BEITYJISITh CBOETO MUTPHUOHA, S C PAAOCTHIO
COCTaBJIII0 TeOe KOMIIAaHHUIO. ..



I';maBa 26

HMmMiiepaTop Ha 3aBTpaK Tak ¥ He BEepPHYJCS. BripoueM, oH XKe U He obellajl, TOIbKO S BCe PABHO IIOYEMY-TO
XxKpnasna. Ho gai Ob1 BRIIUT, OYJIOYKYM U MIPOYKMeE BKYCHOCTU ChENEHHBl, U MHE He OCTaBaJIOCh HUYETO JIeJIaTh,
KaK BepHYTLCS B 3aMOK. Ho He3aMeTHO 3TO ClelaTh He II0JIYYUIIOCh: Ha IIyTH MHe momaia Camnduposas
npuHilecca. OHa Me[JIeHHO TPOTyIUBajach IO TOPOKKE B COIIPOBOXKACHUN CBOEH TUYHOM CIy>KaHKU U
BBITJISIAEJIa BIOJTHE CITIOKOMHOM IJIsi TOM, Ha KOTo ciyk0a 6e3omacHocTu MMnepaTtopa o6HapyKuila HEKUN
KoMIipomar. IToxoxe, I'patic YabcTep nmoka mpebbiBana B CYaCTIMBOM HEBEeOEeHUH O [ejlaX, TBOPSIIUXCS 3a
ee CIIMHOM. 3aTO, YBUAEB MEHS, OHa HECKOJIBKO OKMBHUJIACH.

— CeHTa MapuHIOXK... — MPOTSIHYIa IPUHIlecca ¢ exuanei. — [ToueMy Bac He OBIJIO Ha 3aBTpake? BhI Ha
oueTe? — ee TyOBl U30THY/IUCH B HACMEIIIKE.

— Ia, neuebHOM, — Ge3 BCAKOU JII00€3HOCTU OTBETHUIIA 51 U coOpasach IMPONOJIXKUTEL CBOM IIyTh.
OmHako crenymooine ciaoBa ['patic 3acTaBUIU MeHS HACTOPOXKUTHLCS:

— 3HauuT, 60seeTe... YK He CBsI3aHa JIU 3Ta 00JIE3HDb C Ballled MOJ03PUTEIbHON O0SI3HBIO BOOHI?..
— O uewM BHI, Baire BEICOYECTBO? — sI IIOMBITAIACh COXPAHUTL 6€CCTPACTHOCTE.

— 4 yxke maBHO HaO0ma0 3a BaMu, 6apoHecca, — MOUM TUTYI OBIJT IPOU3HECEH C JIETKOM U3NeBKOM, — U
HEKOTOpHIe Balllk MTOCTYIKH BeCbMa CTPaHHEL... Ho ele 6Gosiblliee yIUBIeHNE BRI3BIBAET CTPaX BOOEL. UM Ha
HCIBITAHUY MTOC/IEOHEM, U B 0OXKIb... C YeM Ke 3TO MOXKET OBITh CBsI3aHO? IToKa 5 MOHATH HE MOTY, HO
TTOBEpPhTE, CKOPO y3HAI...

— BouTeck KOHKypeHInY, Baie BricouecTBO? — s 4epe3 Cuiy yiaeOHyack. — Hiere, 4eM yCTPAHUTH
conepHull? Ho B MoeM ciiydae Bbl HUYEro He HalileTe, MOXKeTe He cTapaThCsa. Ha MoeM IpoIIIoM HET HU
MajieuIero IsiTHa...

— A g BOT gyMalo nHade, — ycMexHynach ['patic. — U y MeHs gaxKe eCTh KOe-KaKue NOJO3PeHUsI, OOHAKO
0e3 mokas3aTesbCTB 5 He Oyoy UxX 03By4uuBaTh. OOHAKO Ha MEBIC/Ib CPA3y IPUXOOUT OOHO: BOIEI OOSATCH... —
HO IIPUHIlECCe NIPUIIIOCh 000pBaTh CBOXO Peyb Ha IIOJIyCJIOBE, IIOCKOIbKY OTKyMAa He IONMU [TOSIBUJIICS
Waympynueii Kopomnb. S make ucnyranach, 9TO OH MOT CHIBIIIATh 00BUHEHUS ['paiic.

— Io6poe yTpo, CEeHTH! — Kak BCerga ucTodasi opyxeaoore, IPUBETCTBOBaI OH. — IIporynka c yrpa?
ITpekpacHasa uges! 4 BOT TOXKe pelIu IPOUTHUCE...

— Io6poe yTpo, Bame BenugecTBo, — st mepBasi Ipucesia B peBepaHce, IIPU 9TOM MBICJIEHHO 61arogaps
BepToHa, YTO OH SBUJICS KaK HUKOTTIA BOBPEMS U CIIaC MEHS OT Y2KaCHOTO OOIIpOoca MPUHIIECCH. BynTo
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MHE HYKHA IIOMOIIIb.

— IMob6poe yTpo, — I'patic OGblIa He HACTOJIPKO BEXKJIMBA, U €e PeBepaHC IOJIyUYHnJICS HEBHIPA3UTEJIbHBIM,
IIpU 9TOM OHAa IIPOIOJIZKajla UCHBITYIONle CBEPIUTh MEHS B3TJISI0OM.

— Bamre BricouecTBO, — OTBJIEK ee BepTOH, — HE XOTUTE JIU HPOTYJISITECS CO MHOM? MHe OBl XOTEJIOCH C
BaMU HEMHOI'O ITOOOIIAThCH. ..

— Koneuno, Bamre BenmgecTBO, — 0TO3Bajiachk Ta C SBHOU HEOXOTOU, HO OTKa3aThk M3ympymHomy Kopoiio
BCe Xe He CMorJa.

— Torpa mporty... — BepToH MPOMyCTUI ee BIiepe[, a TIOTOM MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE U YKPaAKO! MOAMUTHYII.
A moToM mpou3Hec ogHUMM rybamMu: — Bymems JoiIXKHa...

4 ¢ pacTepsHHOM yNIEIOKOM ITOCMOTpETIa eMy Beiienl. BepToH npsiMo nmanodyka-BeIpydasiodka Kakas-To, BCe
BpeMs OKa3bIBaeTCs B Hy?KHOE BpeMs B HyKHOM MecTe. MIlHora CKnaasIiBaeTCs BIedaT/IieHue, 4YTO OH
CIIeQUT 3a MHOU. XOTs, HaBEPHOe, 51 IPeyBeInYuBalo, IIOCKOJIBKY CIIMIIKOM IIofo3puTenbHa. Hy npasna,
3ayeM eMy 3T0? HeT, HET, MHe IIPOCTO KaxeTcs... [la u MmoTuBkl M3ympynHoro Koposisi ceiidyac He caMas
fombias mpobiiemMa, CTOUT JIydllle IOPa3MBIIIIATEL 0 ['paiic 1 ee mopo3peHusx. MHe Hamo OHITH ellle
OCTOPOXKHEMN, IPONYMBIBATh KaXKABIH IIar ¥ CJIOBO, MHaue... [laxe 00I0Ch IPEeACTaBUTh, YTO OymeT uHadve.
A ecnu eme CandupoBas IpUHIECCA PEMNUT IOOEIUTHCS CBOUMU MEICIIMu ¢ UMnepaTtopom... Ox, nydiie
He IyMaTb 00 3TOM.

O HemoOMOTAHUU Pe-CEeHTH MejaHU OCTaJIbHEIE HEBECTHl, OKA3bIBAETCS, VKEe TOKE 3HAJIH, UM 00 3TOM
COO0IIUII YTPOM CTaTC-CEKpeTaph, I03TOMY Bce Oe3mesIbHUYaNy AeHb HallpoJleT: TYJIsIU 110 cafy, Ur'paiu B
HACTOJIbHBIE UTPHI HAMTOJ00Me HAIIMX KAPTOYHBIX, YUTATH KHUTH U HAMCKHE XKYPHAJTbYUKH, KOTOPBIMHU UX
cHabOuUI BCe TOT Ke ceKpeTtaph [1uT. 4 XKe, MUITE HEMHOTO IOOOIIABIIUCE ¢ [JopoTH, yiuia K cebe B
KOMHATY, Tie TIPOBeJia ITOYTH BECh IEeHb, U BCe OOJIbIE B Pa3OyMbsx. TpeBoru erle mOgKUHYyJa JIMHIIb,
KOTOPYIO 51, KasKeTCsI, 3aCTyKaJia C KaKUM-TO MyKYHUHOM. Bo BCSKOM ciiydae, KOTHa 51, KylnasiCh, PEIIusia C
HeU MOTOBOPUTH, TO yCIejla 3aMeTUTh, KaK OHa PEe3BO MOACKOYMIIa C OUBAHYHKA, CITYKUBIIIETO MHE



cnanmbHEIM MECTOM, U y0erkana B KyxHi0. M1 MHe IToKa3ajioch, YTO PAOOM C Hell MeJIbKHYJIO rojlasi MyKcKas
cnuHa... Ha mou Bompock! JIMH3/Ib, KOHEYHO K€, 0TBeYaTh OTKa3ajiach, B3OPHIKHYJIA, TOTOM 0OuAenach 1
BOBCe pa3opBajia CBsI3b, YTO TOJIBKO IIOATBEPOMIO MOU noragku. [IpencraBmisiTh, Kak OHA B MOEM TeJjie
pefaeTcs IMJIOTCKUM yTexaM, OBbIII0 HEeMIPUSATHO. ¢ TaK pa303/Iujiach Ha Hee, YTO HEKOTOPOe BpeMs He
MOTJIa HY O 4eM Opyrom gyMmath. OJHAKO 3a OKHOM HA4aJjio TEMHETh, ¥ BMECTE C HaCTyIaloIuMHU
cyMepKaMHu KO MHE BepHYJIUCH MBICTIH 00 MmepaTope.

«Ecnu BOPYT CerogHs Be4YepOoM PELINIIb CHOBA BEITYJIATE CBOEI'O IIMT'PHOHA, S C PaAOCTBIO COCTABIIIO Tebe
KOMITAHHUIO...»

— KpacaBuuk, — s 3arjisgHyjia B KOPOOKY, — HE XOUYeIllb CHOBA IPOTYJISITHCSA?..

Ha aTot pa3 s 6viyia 60Jiee MpeAyCMOTPUTEJIFHA U Ofie/Iach TOTEIIee, AaXKe Ianab ¢ Co00M mpuxBaTuia. «B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, — Pa3MBIIUISIA, [T0KA C OTJIIOKOM IIjIa 110 KopuaopaM, — JIMH3/Ib TaM TOXKe XOPOIIIo
IIPOBOIUT BPeMsi B MOeM Tejie... TOJIBKO s, B OT/IMNYHe OT Hee, He COOMPaloCh IePexXouTh T'PaHUIIBI
mO3BOJIEHHOTO». [lepen rma3aMu TOTYAC IIPeAcTaa rojas CIuHa MyKYWHBI, KOTOPOTO JIMH3/IBL EITaach
OT MEHS CIIPSTaTh, U 51 HEIIPUSI3HEHHO noMopmuiack. HeT, nyume He Oyny 06 aTom nymaTs... Pazbepych
TIOTOM.

Ho Bce, maxe ygpydaroline MBICIIH, YIETYYHUIUCh, CTOUIO MHE PacCIaXHyTh ABEPh Ha KPHIITY OalllHU: IO
LIEHTPY MJIOIIAAKY JIe¥Kajia ropa MMoAyIiekK, a Ha Hedl Boccenasn MiMmepaTop ¢ HaKUHYTHIM Ha M€Y
IIJIEIOM.

— 4 xpan Tebs1, — OH YIBEIOHYJICS U IIOXJIONAJI II0 COCeqHeH MMoAyLIIKe, IIPUrjaliasi CeCTh PSIIOM.
— A ecnu OB 51 He TpUNUIa? — r'yObl CaM¥ PACTAHYJIUCH B OTBETHOM VIIBIOKE, U S HAIIpaBUJIach K HEMY.

— ITpuniock G TPOBECTHU U 3TOT BeYep B OAUHOYECTBE, — AJIJIEH YyTh OTOOBUHYJIICS, JaBasi MHE OOIbIlIe
MecTa. [ToTOM OH CHSIJI IjIefd ¥ 3aKyTajl B HETO MEeHS.

— O, Kak xe BHI, Barte BenuuecTBo? — s 6pocuiia B3TJIsI[ Ha eTro TOHKYIO0 pybamkKky. — £ BeOb crienuaabHO
ofenach TeIlIee...

— MHe oH He HyXKeH, g B35 ero Oy Tebsi. MHe HUKOra He ObIBaeT X0JI0NHO, ellle CaM COI'PeTh MOT'Y KOr'o
yrogHo, — MiMniepaTtop 6epeskKHO B3sJI MOU IIPOXJIafHEBIE JTaflOHU B CBOHU, IlepefiaBasi MHE TEIJIO CBOETO
Tena. — YyBcTByellIb?

i xuBHYynAa.
— OTO Balll IPAKOH TaKOU rOpsAYni? — MOMHTEPEeCOBaaach NOTOM B IOJIYIIYTKY.

— Hy mo4yeMy TOJIBKO JIpaKOH? — YCMEXHYJICA OH. — {1 cam ToXe He neppimKa... Ho oH MHe ToMoraer,
9TOI'O HE OTHATH.

Annen Bapprieil Ha MUT OTBEPHYJICS OT MEHSI, ITOTSHYBIIKUCEH 3@ YeM-TO B CTOPOHY, @ 3aTeM Y HET0 B PyKax
0KAa3aJIoCh IBE 4Yalll¥, HAlIOJTHEHHEIE PYOMHOBOM KHUIKOCTHIO.

— T'opsiuee BUHO, — TIOHAJI OH MHE OHY 4dally. — TOXe OTJIMYHO COTpeBaeT u u3baBiseT OT 3510KOCTH.
Ecnu BOpyT OCTHEIHET, TOBOPH, I IOJOTPEIO. ..

51 BOoOxHyna NpsHBINM apoMaT HalKUTKa, a 3aTeM OCMEINHUIIach U I'JIOTOK caenaTh. Hemmoxo. O4eHb ITOX0XK Ha
HaIll TJTHHTBEeUH.

— BKycHO, — moxBasnusa si, 06XxBaThIBasi YaIry 06eruMu JTaJOHSIMH.
HNmmepaTop MOCMOTPEST Ha MEHS C YILIOKOM, TOXKe IPUryomsI u3 cBoero 60Kajia, a IOTOM CIPOCHII:
— Kak pmens nporien?

— Hemnmoxo, — s moxaJia mjeYaMy U TakKKe CIIPOCHiIa Kak Obl HeB3Ha4al: — A Bai? Pelunach yTPeHHSIS
mpobiema?

— Tr1 0 I'paric?
— Ha. U3BUHNTE, €CJIM BMEIINBalOCh HEe B CBOE JIeJI0.

— CTpaHHOe OBIIO TO ee MocjlaHue, — He 00paTUB BHUMAaHUS Ha MOUW U3BUHEHUS, 3aQyMYHUBO OTO3BAJICST
oH. U mpountupoBan: — «M3HavanbHBIN IJI1aH, KaKeTCsI, IpoBaIuics. [lepexonuM K 3amacHOMY».

— BrI mymaeTe, 3TO 0 IOKYIIIEHUN Ha Bac? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO YTOYHUIIA 5.

— Tl 3HaeIb 0 MOKYIIIeHUU? — AJIJIEH CJIOBHO ¥ HE YOWBUJICSI MOel WH(POPMUPOBAHHOCTH, 5 JKe



MBICJIEHHO BBIPpyT'aJIaCh: U KTO MEHs 3a sA3bIK THHy'J'I? Benp 00 9TOM 4 Y3Halla OT Muiiens, a He OT HETO.

— Mnue Mumens pacckasasna 06 3TOM 10 CEKpPeTy, — IpHU3Hanack s. — [locje Toro, 4To CIy4YuiIoch C BaMu
Ha 6asny. Y mpo 3ampeTHYI0 Maruo Toxe. Ho 9To ocTtanochk MeXay HaMU, He TTepekuBanTe... 1 HUKOMy...

HWMriepaTop OCTAaHOBUII MEHS KECTOM:
— 41 He nmepexwuBalo. HacueT Te6s1 TOYHO.

— To ecTh MeHS BB HEe IOT0O3peBaeTe? — XOPOIIo, UYTO OLIJI0O TEMHO, ¥ OH He MOT BHUOETh, KaK 3aropesiuch
MOH IIIeKH.

— ITomo3peBats Ty, KOTOpPasi MeHs cllacia? — OH CKEIITUYEeCKU U30THYJI OOHY OPOBE.

— Ila, HaBepHOe... — sI YCMEXHYyJIacCh, OIyCTUB rj1a3a. — Ho y Bac KTO-TO eCTh Ha IpuMeTe? ITO KTO-TO U3
BalIlleTO OKPYKEeHUsT Tubo JyKak?

— V3Ha4anbHO MH IIpenriojiarajii Maper, HO Tellepk... ITocne atoro IIepexBa4dYeHHOor'o IIuchbMa... OpHako
€CThb BEPOSATHOCTE U CTOBOPA MeXKIy HUMH...

— Maperu? — TyT 5 BCTPENEeHYyJlach U BHYyTPEHHEe Hanpsriachk. — Ho Kak Obl OHU 9TO cuenanu? U 3ayem
UM 3TO?

— Te1 OynTo BUuepa poaguiiach, — yCcMexHyscst UMmepaTop, IOCMOTPEB Ha MeHS KaK Ha TJIYIbIIIKY. —
3aueM MaperaM yHHUUTOXkKaTb PyouHoBoro Kopossi? Bo-mmepBrix, XaaioT, — ¥ OH IIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAJI MHE
CBOU NIEPCTEHb.

— O, 9T0 ¥ ecTh XaJ/JIOT? — 4 CHejlajla YOUBJIEHHBIN BUI, XOTS BHYTPHU BCe CKPYTUJIOCH B Tyr'O# y3en
cTtpaxa. — [loueMy OH B IepCTHE?

— Tak 3axoTern oTel mocye rubenu moei matepu. OH He CHUMAJ 9TOT IIEPCTEeHb IO CaMOM CMEPTH, —
ATTIeH OTpeIeHHO CMOTPEeN BIIepe, s XKe He MOrjla OTOPBaTh B3T/IsAAa OT XajjioTa. — B maMsaTh o MaMme...
Teneps g1 TOXKe ero HOIILY.

— B mamaTh 0 MaTepu? — mnepecupocusa A Tuxo. — Ho Kak 9TO CBA3aHO C HEl?

— Maperu y6unu ee, — 3TOT KOPOTKHUM OTBET OynTO Pa3pyOusI BO3AYX, OTYETO CTaJO ellle XOJIOTHEH.

— Y6unu? 3a 94T0? — 5 MoeXkKusach, 6€3yCHeITHO NhTasIiCh COTPETHCS TIIeH0M.

HWmMmnepaTop mogHeC PYKy K Moel 4allle, 1 BUHO, KOTOPO€E yXKe YCIIeJIO IIOOCTHITh, TOTYac CTaJio ropsdee:
— Ile#t, — u 51 cpaldy cheana HeCKOIBKO OOJIBIINX TTIOTKOB.

— A sTo Y2Ke BTOpas IIPUYrNHaA U CaMad I''taBHas: MECTh, — 3arOBOPHJI OH OaJIbIIe 6eCHBeTHBIM T'OJIOCOM. —
Ha MaTepu OHHM TOZKE HUCIIOJIb30BaAJIX 3allPpETHhIE 3aKJIMHAHWS, a IIOTOM YTOIIUJIA B MOpPE...

— VTomunu? — MHe CTajio COBCEM He II0 cebe.

Cpa3sy BCIIOMHWUJICS U MO 3OEITHUN Marno4yka, ¥ PaHMap, 1 BCce UX CJIyKaku... HeyKeau OHU K 3TOMY
mpudYacTHB? [ToHSITHOE meJsio, YTO BOMHA, 03JI00JI€HHOCTh, Y KaXKA0¥ CTOPOHKI CBOS ITpaBaa, HO BCE PaBHO
MOPO3 II0 KOXKE...

— IMa, mocye 9TOTro BEIOPOCUIIN TeJIo Ha Geper... MHe TOT[a efiBa MSATh JIeT UCIIOJIHUIIOCh...
— KommMap Kakoi, — IpoIlernTasa s ¥ 0T BOJTHEHHUs CHOBa XJieOHyJla u3 GoKaja.

— Maperu HeHaBUIEIM MOETO OTIIa, a 3a0[IHO ¥ MaTh. Tenepb OHM HEHABUIOSAT MeHs. BripoueM, s
HEHaBUXKY WX HE MEHbIIe, — ITOCIeOHIO (pa3y OH MPOU3HEC TaK XKECTKO, UYTO Y MEHs 110 CIIMHE CHOBa
mpobexkarn xosona. — HaBepHoe, ecniu Obl He ThI, MEHS JKaJjla TakKas 2Ke y4acTh, — C IIeYaJIbHON yCMeIIKOon
moGaBun MMmeparop.

— Bamie BenuuecTtso...

— Annen, — nepebun od MeHs1. — He Hamo HuKakoro «Barmero BemnuyectBa», 1 XKe ITPOCUIT 3a0LITH O TOM,
uyTo 1 UMmepaTop... 9TO MO IIPHUKa3.

— Xopo1o, — s 9yTh YILIOHYIACh M MPOOoJIKuiIa: — AjeH... [JlaBad 3a0ygeM o TOM, YTO S KOTga-To
cracia... Tebsi. Kaxgeii pas, Korga 3axoguT 00 3TOM Pas3TroBOP, ST YYBCTBYIO ce0si HEJIOBKO. f1 He cuuTalo,
YTO COBEePIIKIa KaKOH-TO MOABUT, OyIb Ha TBOEM MECTe KTO-TO APYTOoH, coenana Obl TO XKe caMoe.

— Ho g peuicTBUTENBHO 6naro,11apeH Tebe 3a TO, YTO KUB, — OH CMOTpPEJI Ha MEHs C HEKHUM BOCXUIIIEHNEM,
KOTOpoOe, OOHAKO, BBEI3BAJIO Y MEHS CMATEHHUE.



[Tonyaly BEIIUTOTO BUHA CHeJaik CBOe [eJi0, XMeJIb Y3Ke PACTEKCs [0 TeNly ¥ Pa3Bsi3all I3bIK, I03TOMY
CIIEeYIOIINE CI0BA IPOMU3HECINCh CAMHU COOOM:

— Torpa MoKeT BOT BCe 3TO, — S ITOKa3aJjia Ha MOAYIIKY, 3aTeM BUHO, — U Ballla 3a60Ta, BHUMaHUE KO
MHe — BCero JIMIIb OJIaroflapHoCTh 3a criaceHue? He nyTaeTe 1u BHL...

Ho oH BHOBb He Hajl MHE [OTOBOPUTE. [10-X03SIHCKYU CMSIJT MEHST B OOBSITHS U BIIUJICS B MOU TI'yObl, 2KaIHO U
TpeboBaTEJbHO.

— DTOo TOXKe s fenai u3 6;1arogapHOCTU? — CIIPOCUII MEXK/Y IHOIIeJTysIMU.
— Kto0 3HaeT? Bce MOXKeT OBITh, — OTBETHJIA, TSAXKEJIO OBIIIA.
Het, MHe TOYHO He Hamo OLIJIO MUTH CTOIBKO BUHA... A TO JOTOBOPIOCH OO YEro-HuOyab... Unu...

— Tebe HYXHEHI ellle MoKa3aTe/IbCTBa? — JIETKUM YKYC 3a HUKHIOIO T'y0y, PEe3KUM Pa3BoOpOT — U 5 yXKe
JIeXKy Ha MOAyIIKax, a UMmnepaTop HaBUCAeT Hafo MHOU. ET0 B3T/ISIO TOXKe YyTh OXMEIEBIINH, a Ha ry0ax
WUTrpaeT OOBOJIbHAS yIbIOKA.

51 3amepra, TOMSICh B OKHUOAHUY CIIEOYIOIIETO MOIeNysI, ¥ TOT He 3acTaBuil cebs xkaaTh. Cl1agKo, XKapkKo,
6e3yMHO... ['yOhI AjlZIeHa TO OCHITIAJIM MOIEIySIMH MOIO IIIel0 U MJIeYH, TO BHOBb Tep3ajii MOU T'yOHI, ITOKa Te
He Ha4YMHaJIu 00JIeTh.

He 3nar0, KaK gajieko MBI MOTJIA 3alTH, eciu Obl He BepHYIca KpacaBuuk. OH HeTepIelIuBo 3axonall
KpBUIbSIMY, IIPUBJIEKas MOe BHUMaHUe. {1, BMUT IPOTPE3BEB, YBEPHYJIACh OT 0YEPEeNHOI0 IIOIeNys 1
BEIHEIDHYJIA U3 00BATHH AJIeHa.

— MHe nopa unaTu, Bamre BenmuuecTBo, — s MOACKOYMIA HA HOTH ¥ IIPHUHSJIACH CIIENIHO IIOMPaBIISATh
IJIaThe ¥ BOJIOCH. — YTO-TO MEI 3aCHOeHuCh... Crmacubo 3a KOMIIaHHWIO M BUHO... HO TTocIemHero, KaxeTcs,
OBLJIO BCE K€ MHOI'0OBaTO.

— To ecTh, eciiu 3aBTpa 5T CHOBA IIPHUTIJIAIIY Bac Ha BUHO, CEHTa M3pHH/IXK, BH He IPUOETE? — OH C
JIYKaBBIM IPUITYPOM Habmoman 3a MOMMHU cOoOpaMu.

— Ha BuHO He mpupay, — 5, COePXUBas yIbIOKY, MOTHYJIa TOJI0BOM. — OHO OyPHO Ha Bac BIUSIET, MHE XKe
MOOMOYEHHAs PeryTalusi COBCEM He HyXKHa. A 1o He mpouny OT6op y ogHoro MmmepaTtopa.

— A THI XO4eITb MPOUTH er0? — BHOBb XUTPAs M NOBOJIbHAN yILIOOYKA.

A BOT TYT 5 OTBeTHIIa He Ccpa3y, 3aMsjiach, He 3Has, KaK OTILIYTUTLCS: cepalle 60JIe3HEHHO €XKasloch, OyATO
OT TOCKH I10 Y4eMY-TO HECOBITOYHOMY.

— Ecnu Ovl He X0Tena, TO MeHs 37iech ObI He OBIII0, — CKa3aJsl HaKOHell, 3aCTaByIsAs ce0s YIBIOHYThCS B
OTBeT.

— Torpa kak HacueT 3aBTpaka? CaMbIM KPEeIlKUM HAITUTKOM Ha HeM OymeT Kode, oberaro.

— 4 mopymato 00 sToM. A noka mo6poit Houu BaM, Bauie BenuuecTBo, — s TeaTpajbHO Ipucesa B
peBepaHce.

— U BaMm, ceHTa MapHUHIXK, — OH TaK Ke MaHEPHO MOKJIOHUIICSA. — Hapelocs, cerogus Bar cod 6ymet 060
MHe.

— Kak 3HaTth, Bamie BenuuecTtBo, — s moBejia IjiedaMy M HaAllpaBUJIacCh K OBEPHU.

YKe OTKpHIBasi ee, BOPYT UCIBITajla CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO, OYATO 3a HaMU KTO-TO HaOmonaeT. S Ha Mur
OCTaHOBUJIIACh, BIIISIBIBAsICh B TEMHBIE Y3KUE OKHA IIPOTUBOIIONIOKHOM Oamuy. Huyero, HU OBUXKEHUS, HU
TEHHU.

«CKopee BCEeTOo, IT0Ka3asoch...» — IOAyMaJa 5 U yXKe YBepeHHeH ITarHya B IBEPHOM IPOEM.



I';maBa 27

«3aBTpaK XKIOeT B MOUX IIOKOSIX», — TJlacHjia 3allicka, KOTOPYIO S ITOoJIyuyusia noyTpy. To, 4To MecTo
BCTpeuu AJIJIEH U3MEHUJI, MEHSI He YIUBUJIO: CETOAHS Moroaa obelrana ObITh TaCMyPHOU U BETPEHOH, U,
KaxkeTcs, Jaxke OOoXKOb cobupascs. OgHaKO caMa MBICTIb, YTO S HAKOHEIl OKaXKyCh B UMIIEPATOPCKUX
TIOKOSTX, OYeHb BOJIHOBAJIa ¥ JaXKe CMyIlaia, HO M 0TKa3aThCs OT 9TOM BCTPEYHU OBINIO BHIIIIE MOUX CHII.

CeropHs s BEIOMpasa Hapsan 60jiee TINATEIBPHO, a U3 YKPAIIeHWH pelruiia HageTh KYJIOH C PyOUHOBEIM
OPaKOHYMKOM, KOTOPHIH JOCTAJICS MHE ellle B IepBOM MCITBITAHUHU. 3a MBEPHIO CIIAIbHU K[aJjl CIyTa
ArnneHa, OC/TaHHBIN, YTOOH IPOBOAUTL MEHS B HY2KHOE KPHIJIO, TYTh KyZda MHe GBI TOKa HEU3BECTEH.

— Ho6poe yTpo, Bamre BenuuyecTBo! — He myMara, YTO MCIBITAI0 TAaKyI PamoCTh npu Bume Mmmepartopa.

— 4 ckygan, — UIEeNHYJ OH, HaTHYBUINCH K caMOMy MoeMy yXy. Ero ryOrr kak OBl HeB3Ha4aM 3ameiiu
MOUYKY, BEI3BAB elre O0JbIlle TpeleT B TPYIH.

ArneH caM IIPOBeNI MeHS K CTOJTy, 3aTEM [ajl 3HaK CJIyraM, ¥ Te TOTYacC IIOKUHYJIM CTOJIOBYIO, OCTaBUB HacC
OIHUX.

— Tebe HUOeT 3TO YKpallleHue, — 3aMeTHUJI OH Cpa3y.

— O, — s cxBaTHUJIaCh 3a KYJIOH-OPAKOHYUK, — 3TO TO, YTO MeJlaHU pa3pellnia B3sSTh U3 Ballleh
COKPOBHUIITHUIIEI, B KQYeCTBe Togapka ot Tebs.

— ITouyemy THI BEIOpaia UMEHHO ero? — AJieH 9yTh yIbIiOHYICS. — OHO JTOBOJIBHO CKpOoMHOE. TawMm,
HACKOJIBKO 3Haio, ObLIIU BEIIUITH T0OCepPbe3Hel U IION0POoKe.

— MHe 0HO IPOCTO IIOHPABUIIOCH, — S MOXKaJjia IyiedyamMu. — He 11061110 TPOMO3KUX YKpaIlleHUu!. A 3TO
MUJIOE...

— OHO MO€eU MaTepu.
— TBoelt maTepu? — s OblJla 00eCKypaxKeHa TaKuM 3asgBlieHueM. — Ho s He 3Haa...

— 4 Toxke He 3HaJ, YTO OHO TaM. — AJIJIeH yJIHOAJICsI. — IDTOT KyJIOH CIIyYalHO II0Iaa B Ty KOMHATY,
CJIyTM YTO-TO HamyTanu, MejaHu TOIBKO IIOTOM MHE IPHU3HAJACh.

— Pa3 Tak, — g Hadajia CIEIIHO UCKaTh 3aCTEeXKY Ha IIeII04YKe, — MHEe HYKHO OTHaTh ero... [loueMy ThI
cpaly He cKa3zain?..

— He Hapgo, — AsieH X0TeJl MEHSI OCTAHOBUTD, HO He YCIIeNl: g y2Ke CHsJla YKpallleHue.
Torga oH B3@OXHYJI, IOAOIIIEN KO MHE C3aU ¥ CaM BEPHYJI I[eII0YKYy MHe Ha LIelo:

— OHO TBO€. ITO MOU IOJAPOK, Teneph OQUITUATILHO.

— Cnacu60, — s OBIJTa pacTpoTraHa U CMyIlleHa OOHOBPEMEHHO.

[Tocme TOTO, YTO MHE [OBEJIOCH BYepa y3HATh PO €r0 MaTh, 3TOT ObUI HE IPOCTO IIUPOKUM XKECT, @ HEYTO
6omnee. [TouTu Kak MpuU3HaHUE.

— Kaxk pe-ceHTa Menanu? — 4TOOB U30aBUTHCS OT HEJIOBKOCTH, pPellluiia nom000nbITCTBOBATS 5.

— Xopol1o, 4To HamOMHUJIa! — 0XKUBHUJICA TYT XKe AJIJIEH, JaXKe JI0KKY, KOTOPO¥ Havasi OBIJI0 MeuaTh
caxap B Kode, oTiIoKuI. — MejlaHu yKe Jydllle, ¥ OHA BHIHAIIMBAET IIJIaH Balller0 HOBOT'O MCITBLITAHUS.
Kak y Teb6s1 ¢ BEpXOBO# €370¥1?

— Hukak, — nipu3Hanacs 4.
— Boo061re HuKak? — ycomuuscs AnneH. — Tebs B eTCTBe HU pa3y He JTOBOOUJIOCH €3[UTH BEPXOM?

— Her, s moGauBanach jomagel, — IpuUBpasa s, X0Ts Ha caMOM feJle flaXke He IMpedrosarana, 10 Kakom
MIPUYMHEe 3OellHsis GaphIliHs MOTrila He YMEeTh KaTaThCs Ha JIOLIaIH.

— U certuac 6oumncsa? — MMnepaTopa 6yaTo 00eCIIOKOUIN 9THU CJI0OBa.
— He 3Ha...
— Hapmo Te0s Hay4YuTh, — PELIUTENBLHO 3asIBUIT AJITIEH.

— A uTO, ucneiTaHue OymeT CBI3aHO C JIOMIAAbMU? — 5 TOXKEe Havasla IIepPeKuBaTh.



— KonHas nporynka K Meicy Bopa, Tam Haxonut KaMerbs ICKpeHHOCTH, CiBIIIana 0 TaKoM?
4l HeonpenesleHHO KUBHYJIA, HO CaMO Ha3BaHUE 3TOr'0 KaMHs MHe He IIOHPaBUJIOCh.

— Hac 6ynyT npoBepsTh Ha HCKPEHHOCTL? — YTOYHUJIA C ONACKOH.

— IIa, MemnaHu yTBepKaaeT, YTO 9TO OOHO M3 TPAOUIIMOHHEBIX UCIIBITaHUM 111t OTOopa HEBECT.

— A memkoMm Tyna OOUTH Henb3s? Wnmu B 9Kunaxe? — poOKO CIIpocusa s, IpU 3TOM JIMXOPaJoYHO
cooOpaxasi, KaK MHE BOBCE IPOIIYCTUTh 3TO UCIHITAHNE HA UCKPEHHOCTb.

— Tam ecTb y3KHue TPOTHI, I'Ie 9KUMAXK He MPOUIET, a MEMKOM UATH CJIUIIKOM A0JIT0, — OTBETHJI AJJIeH. —
Ho T®1 He BoHylics, 1 TeOs1 Haydy, KaK yIPaBJISATh JIOMIATBIO.

— A 9T0 00513aTEIbHO? — IIOBTOPUJIA 5 YOUTO.

— 4 He x04y, YTOOHI THI HE IIPOIIJIa 3TO UCHLITAHWE, — OH B3SJI MOIO PYKY B CBOIO. — THI HOJIZKHA JOUTHU OO
KOHIIA...

— Te1 yBepeH B 3TOM? — MOMU I'0JIOC OPOTHYJI. — YTO UMEHHO 51 OOJIKHA OOWTH OO0 KOHIa?

— VBepeH, — AseH yabIOHYJICS, a TIOCJIe COeslall CEPhbe3HOe JIUI0 U ITPOU3HEC IMPUKAa3HBIM TOHOM: — A
Tenepsd ellb. Y Te6sT MOJIKHEI ObITh CUIILI AJIsi y4eObl. DTUM BeYepOoM BCTpedaeMcs He Ha KpHIIIE, a B
KOHIOIIHE. 1 CHOBa OTIIPABIIIO K Te0e YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM ITPOBOOUT K HUM.

Temeps B MOEM Ceplle TTOCETUIICS ele GOobIni cTpax. S mouTy Oblja YBepeHa, YTO 3TO UCIIBITaHue Ha
HCKPEHHOCTD OymeT OJist MeHs nmocjaemHuM. EC/iu TOT KaMeHb — O4YepemHOM Maru4eCKui unu
00KeCTBEeHHHIN apTedaKT, TO OH TOYHO ONPEHEJIUT, YTO I CKphIBaio. Ho 1 m36exkKaTh 3TOM MOEe3OKU HEJTh3s
6n110. Kak o6bsicHUII AJIJIEH, €CITH HEBECTA 110 KaKo#-Tu60 MPUYNHE He MOXKET Y4aCTBOBATh B MCIILITAHUH,
OHa aBTOMAaTHYeCKH UCKITIouaeTcs u3 OTOopa, Jaxke ecjiv MPUYHUHA OTCYTCTBUS YBaXKUTEJIbHAS.
[Tosy4anochk, 9TO BEIXOMlA Y MEHS HET, I09TOMY OCTaBaJIOCh HafiesAThCs Ha POpTyHY, 4TO O61aroBoOJIMiia MHE
OO CHX IIOP.

Hy a BeuepoM MeHS XOajl IePBLIN YPOK 0 KOHHOM e3[e. YIUBUTEIFHEIM 00pa30oM y MeHs B rapaepobe
HAIIJIOCh CIIeIuaJibHOe IMIaThe [JIT TaKOTO CiIydasi, T09TOMY HYKHO OTHaaTh moikHoe Knapucce Oupx,
OHAa ¥ 37eCh BCe mpeaycMoTpesa. IToCKombKy BpeMs 6JIM3UIIOCh K CyMepKaM, s BHOBb IPUXBATHIA C OO0
KpacaBumuKa: MyCTb U CETrOmHS MOJIETAET Mepeq CHOM. AJIJIEH KIaJjl V BXOJa B KOHIOUIHYU. YBUIEB MEHS, OH
PUHYJICS HaBCTPEUY, U 51 TOXKe YCKOpHJIa IIar, OJHAKO 3aKJTIIOYUTh APYT APYyTra B OOBSITHUS MBI HE YCIIEJIH,
YTO, KaK 0Ka3aJioCh, K JIyUIIEMY, TOCKOIbKY OTKyda HU BO3BMUCH MOSBUIACh MUIIIEITE.

— Annen? — ee BOCKIUK ORI IIOJIOH HEJOYMeHUSA 1 00umbl. — JImHOIb? UTO BH 30€Ch OejlaeTe B TaKOH
gac?

— A THI YTO Hmesnaelndb 3Mech B TaKOM Yac, Mumienb? — TOH AJiieHa Obl1 caepxkaH. — ['ynsdenns ogHa? Haxe
0e3 COIPOBOXKIEHUS?

— A 4TO, pa3Be MHe eCTh, Yero ollacaThbCs B TBOEM 3aMKe? — ee B3TJIAL IIPOXKUTajl HAaCKBO3b TO MEHS, TO
HmnepaTtopa.

— Hert, — AnmneH, HaIIPOTUB, CMOTPEN Ha Hee CIOKOMHO. — Tebe 3mechk HeUero omacaThcsa. UTo KacaeTcs
ceHTHl MapuHaX... Efl moHagoOuiIcs ypoK BEPXOBOM e3[bl. X04UeIllb IPHUCOEOUHUTLCS K Hel? Trl Belb ToXKe
B KOHIOIIHIO HAIIPaBIsaIach?

— Her, s mna mumo, — npouenguna Mutmens. — M g1 TpeKpacHO e3XKy Ha JIOIIaAsX, MHe HU K 4YeMy YPOKH,
THEL BeOb CaM 3Haelb! — ero royioc BUOPUPOBAJ OT HErOo#oBaHusA. — [[06pOY HOYM U yIAaYHOTO YPOKa, —
BEIILJTIOHYB IIOCJIEOHIOI (Hpa3y, OHa pa3BepHyIach u nobexkana Ipodb.

— ThI He TIOMeNIb 3a HEN? — crpocusia s AneHa Tuxo. Ha gyine oT 3To¥ CLieHH OBIJIO IIPECKBEPHO.
OH oTpuIlaTEeJIbHO MOTHYJI I'OJIOBOH.

— He BuXKy B 3TOM CMBIC/HA. f yKe JaBHO OOBSICHUIICS C HEM, TeIIeph TOJIBKO OHA caMa MOXKeT cebe
IIOMOYb. A ecJiu 5 ITOUNY 3a Hel, HaYHy U3BUHATHCS MJIM YCIIOKaWBaTh, OHa BOCIPUMET 3TO COBCEM He Tak,
KaK HyZKHO. YBUIOHUT B 3TOM IIIaHC, KOTOPHIN S He coOMparoch el maBaTh. CITUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 5 3HA0
Mumiens, CIUIIKOM XOPOLIIO...

— Ho ona m1006uT Tebs1, — s IoCMOTpesia Beieq yaassomueiics duryps repuorusau Tapa. — o 6e3ymus...

— BoT uMmeHnHO, oHa 6e3yMHa B CBO€EM JII0OBU. DTO [axKe Ioxoxke Ha 60n1e3Hb. [IoBepsy, T HUKOTHA He JaBa
el T0BOfIa IyMaTh, YTO MOTY OTBETUTb B3aUMHOCTEI0, — AJIJIEH MTPOU3HEC 3TO C U3BUHSIOMIEHCS
uHTOHaIued. — OHa caMa mpuagyMajia 3Ty J000Bb... MHe He X04eTCs ObITh C HeM XKECTOKUM, HO U
IIOTaKaTh ee HaflexkaaM ToXKe He coOUpaloch. ITo OyAeT HeUeCTHO HU 110 OTHOUIEHUIO K Hel, HU 110



OTHOIIIEHHIO K cebe.

— Het Huyero xyxe 6e30TBETHOI JTI00BM, — B3[MOXHYIIA .

— Pa3sBe uTO npenaTenbCTBO TOr0, KOO JIOOHIIIE. ..

CrnoBa AssieHa GOJIBIO IPOH3MUIIM CEPMlle, HAlIOMHUB O MOEH TalHe.

— Hy Kak, roToBa y4HTLCS? — OTBJIEK MEHS OH OT yAPYYalolIuX MEIC/IeH. — HMpeM, aiisi TeOsT IPUroTOBUIIH
caMyIo CIIOKOHMHYIO JIolIanb, ee 30ByT Hopa, TOBEPE, C HEH YIPABUTHCS HaXke PeOEHOK... — MeHS
MPUOGHSITIA U TIOBEJIM K CTOMIaM.

HoBEI# KOCTIOM IJISI BEPXOBOM €30I CHUIEN XOPOIIIO ¥ BHITISAOEN HOOPOTHO, HO HE KUYJINBO. AJIJIEH COTHYII B
JIOKTSIX PYKH, IIPOBePsisi KOM(POPTHOCTE ABUXKEHUS. Bce OBIJIO OTIMYHO, €70 MacTep U Ha 9TOT pa3
rocraparscs Ha cinaBy. [Jopora no Mrica bopp 3atimeT 4aca IBa B OIHY CTOPOHY He MeHbIIe, 1 yIOoOCTBO B
TAaKOM IIYTELUIeCTBHU KaK HUKOI'Ta BaKHO.

— Vxke cobparncs? — youBHJICS BepToH, SBUBIINNUCS BCKOPOCTH. — []0 BhIe3[a eIe MHOTO BPEMEHH.
HeBecTHl, g BULEN, TOJIBKO CIIyCTUJINCH K 3aBTPaKy.

— Hwuuero, nogoxnay, — AJjieH OoIpaBuJI MaHXKeTH Ha pyKaBaX. — A TH 4To pemmun? [Toegems ¢ HamMu?

— Ila, HaBepHOEe, — BepTOH ocTaHOBUJICS 3a CIMHOM OpaTa U, TOXKe TJITHYB B 3epKaJjio, IPUriagul
BOJIOCHL. [IOTOM 2Ke ero B3IJIsAf COCKOJIb3HYII B CTOPOHY, Ha KPOBaTh, KOTOPas oTpazxasnachk B 3epKaie. —
YTo 3T0? — OH Cpa3ly ke MOoJoIIeN K TEMHO-BUITHEBOMY IINIallly, aKKypaTHO CIIO2KEHHOMY U JiexXKalleMy Ha
caMoM Kpalo. — Bepree, mys koro? a oH XKeHCKui! — 06HaApPyKui B CIEAYIOMYI0 CeKyHRY U3yMpynHBIH
Kopons u Beceno npucBUCTHYI. — W HeIpOMOKaeMBIH, IPSIMO U3 HUTEW KapryHa...

— He Tporai#i, — omepuyn ero Annes. OH pa303nuics, HO 60Jibille Ha ce6st, YTO OCTABUJI 3Ty BEIllb Ha BULY,
XOTSI MOT OBl M IPEAIIOIOKUTD, YTO K HEMY KTO-TO MOXKET 3arisHyTh U3 POOCTBEHHUKOB. HegocMoTpes. —
OTO IEeUCTBUTENBHO XKEHCKHUH Ijalll. M 3To momapok, O CEHTH M3pUHAXK... — IIPU3HAJICSA OH Bce Xe. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Korga JIMHAMIb er0 CETOOHS HafleHeT Ha IIPOTyJKYy, bepToH cpal3y ImMouMeT, KTO el ero
oZapuil.

— Haxe Ttak? — yxMmbinbHyJcSa beptoH. — Ero MMnepaTtopckoe BennyecTBo yKe IogapKyu HeBeCcTaM
mapuT? YK He OIIpedesIujICs IU Thl ¢ BEIOopoM? MoxkeT, u OTOOP CTOUT OCTAaHOBUTL, Pa3 Tak?..

— Bcemy cBoe BpeMsi, — CKYyIIO OTBeTHJI AJIJIEH U I103BaJl CBOIO CIIy>KaHKYy: — MHra, ckaxu KoMy-HUOyOb,
4TOOBI OTHECH IIJ1al ceHTe MapuHaK. ToIbKO 3anuCKy ITyCTh He 3a0yayT MPUI0KUTE.

— Xoporio, Bame BenunuyectBo, — MHra B3sia mail, 3aTeM IIpUXBaTUIa IUCbMO C CEKpeTepa u
HallpaBUJIach K OBEPHU.

— Hy uTo ), — BepToH xJionHyn OpaTa o mjedy, — U 5 TOrfa IIONAY... COOUpPaThCs, — OH OTCAII0TOBAJl
AmnneHy u TOXe UCYEe3 B IBEPSX.

{1 oueHb BOTHOBaAJIACH IIepPeN NIPEACcToAIeld noe3nkor K Kamuo VCTUHEL, Jake He COMKHYJIa a3
mporrenmed HoYbio. Kakyio mpaBmy HOMBITAIOTCS TaM U3 HAC BRITIHYTH? U 4uTO OymeT, eciu Most
oTkpoeTcs? Ho nsa cebs 51 Bce Ke pelnniia: ecnu 00HapyKUTCS, YTO S pycajka, Tora pacCKaxXy BCEM U
OCTanbHYIO IPaBAy, O MOeM HacTosIeM Tele U Mupe. KoHedHO, MHE MOTYT He IOBEPUTH, HO AnneH... OH
IOOJIXKEH IIOYYBCTBOBATD, YTO 5 HE JITY, HOJIKEH...

HacTtpoeHue nnognopTuia elle U Ioroja: 3a OKHOM HaKpalblBajl JOXKIOb, 8 HU3KNeE CBUHIIOBEIE TY4YU
HaMeKaJIF, 4YTO 3aKOHYHUTCA OH HECKOPO, a TO ¥ BOBCE B JIMBEHDb nepeﬁneT. U ecnu JIETKYIO MOPOCH A KaK-
HUOyOb MOTJIa BEIHECTH Oe3 ymepba mis cebsi, To pa30ylieBaBIIasicsa CTUXUA... [lyMalo, He CTOUT
0OBSICHSITH B COTHIM pa3, YeM 3TO YPEBATO.

3anucke, KOTOPYIO MHE IIPUHEC/IN IIOYUTH IIepel BIXOOOM, S He O4YeHb YOUBUJIach, OblIa IIOYTHU YBEPEHA,
4YTO OH OT AJIJIEHa, OOHAKO II0YEPK OKa3aJiCs He ero: 60jiee OKPYIJIbIN U aKKypPaTHEIN. f cpa3y nepesesna
B3TJIAL Ha NOONHUCH agpecaHTa: M3ympynusii Kopons, HeT, npocto Kaiin. Hapo xe... 3auHTpUTrOBaHHAad,
BepHYJIach K TEKCTY NUcbMa. «CeromHs MorogHble KPUCTAIE 00e11aloT CUIbHEIY foXab. He 3abynbTe
MIPUXBATHUTH TIJIAI, KOTOPHIM S BaM IOOApPUI, CEHTa MIpUHAXK, YTOOH He IPOCTYOUThCs. Byny cuacTius
BCTPETUTHLCS Ha IPOTyJiKe, ceHTa. He 3abriBaliTe, YTO BH BCerga MOXKeTe IIOJIOKUTHCS Ha MeHs. Kanm».

— Kaiin... — g ycMexHyach, BCIIOMUHAs HaIly IEPBYIO BCTPeYy B auimxkaHce. — OH He UCIIPaBUM...

TombKO COBET ero HacyeT mJiallla BeCbMa PUCKOBAHHEIN. UTO ecyiu ero y3HaioT gpyrue? ¢ mogounia K
mrkady u moctana nomapok Kaina. CHapy»Ku Ijiall, Bpofe, IPOCTO YEPHLIHM, HUYEM He IIpUMeYdaTeIbHbIH,
HO IIOfJKJagka... 3eneHas. pko-3eneHas. OHa-TO ¥ MOXKET MEHS BBIAATE...

41 6pocuia B3TIsSO Ha OKOHHOE CTEKIIO, 0 KOTOpoe MPo6HO GUINCH KAk, CTeKast II0TOM YaCTHIMHU



pydYenkaMu. A TOXIOb BCe XKe yCUJINBAETCH...

HUToro, uTo MBI MMeeM? Ha ofHOI Yallle BECOB PUCK, UTO ITepBOHAYAIbHLIN Blafenel] miaia OyaeT y3HaH,
Ha BTOPOM — PHIOUI XBOCT, KOTOPHIM HEMUHYEMO ITOSIBUTCS, CTOUT TKAQHU IJIaTh ¥ HAKUOKYU U3 MOETO
JIUYHOTO Tapaepobda IPOMOKHYTh HaCKBO3b. B mepBOM ciydae MeHS IIOCTUTHET BCeoOlllee OCyXKIOeHUE U,
CKOpee BCEro, HeMOBOJILCTBO AjlsieHa. A BO BTOPOM... Pa3o6adeHue, moimHoe u HeoOpaTtumoe. TyT u
Kamenb MCcTuHBI He TTOHAZOOUTCS, BIPOYEM, MHEI lazKe JoeXaTh OO0 Hero He yCIeeM.

HTtak, uTto mepeBecut? [loxoxe, miail. B HeM y MeHs XOTsi OB €CTh IIIaHC...

41 egBa He omo3pasa Ha mporynky. [Ipubexkara K BOpOTaM, KOrfia y2Ke BCe HEBECTHI BMECTE C PEe-CEHTOM
Cunenu BEpXoM. A BOT HU AJfieHa, U bepToHa BUOHO He OBLIO.

— HyzKHO OBITH pacTOPONHEN, CEHTa MAIpUHIOXK, — IIONPEKHYyIa MeHsT Menanu. — MBI OTIIpaBIIsIeMCH,
OymeM exaTh MeIJIEHHO, IOTOHSANTE HacC... — U OHa NIPULINOPUIa KOHS.

Mexkpny TeM ciyra HOomBesl MHe JIOUIaAKy, BCIO Ty ke Hopy, Ha KOTOpO# g y4Yuiachk e30UTh IOCIIEOHUE IATh
OHeM, U IPOTSHYJI MHe PYKY, XKeJas IIoM0o4b 3a0paThcs B cemyio. OmHaKO MeHs OCTaHOBUJI IOJIoc AeHa:

— JIuH3Mb? — OH MOAbEeXall KO MHe, yXKe TOXKe CHU[IST BePXOM, OMHAKO CMOTpPEe He C TPUBLIYHON
HEXKHOCTBIO, a YOUBJIeHHeM. — [loueMy THI HE B MOEM IijiaIe?

— B TBoeM male? — s TOZKe Tak Omellnsa, YTo 3abbljia, IJe HaX0XKyCh M KaK HY2KHO oOpallaThbCs K HEMY
Ha JIIoOsX.

— Hy ma, KoTopki 51 TeGe Tocan CerogHs yTpoM, YToOH THL Hafesla ero Ha MPOTyJIKY... — AJIIeH OB
PacCTpoeH, 5 Ke TaK U He IOHUMAJIA, B YeM OeO.

— 4 He... — Hayasa OBIJIO TOBOPUTHL B OTBET, HO PE3KUM MOPHIB BETPA JEPHYJI IIOJIBI MOETO IIJIala, U Te
pasfeTennuch B CTOPOHEI, [EMOHCTPUPYS U3YMPYOHYIO ITOOKIANKY.

Anmnen eme 60JIbIlle U3MEHUJICS B JIUIE U CIIPBHITHYI C jtomanu. U TyT Kak TyT o0bsBUICS caM bepToH.
— Yro nmpoucxoguTt? 4 omo3man? — MOMHTEPECOBANICS OH C YILIOKOM.

— Hpou 3a MHOU, — CTaJIBHEIM I'OJIOCOM IIpUKa3ajl MHe AJIJIEH U caM OBUHYJIICS K 3aMKy.

— A Kak Xe nmoe3gka K MpeICy? — poOKO HallOMHHUJIA f.

— OHa OTMeHsIeTCsI, — OTBETHJI OH, 3aTeM OPOCHUII OOHOMY U3 TBapaeiiieB: — J[OTOHUTE pe-CeHTYy ['9fHC u
HEBECT, CKaXXHUTe, YTO IIPOTYJIKM He OyIeT, MyCTh BO3BpaIalTcs... Y Thl, — AJIJIeH Tellepb CMOTPEJI Ha
OpaTa, — TOXKe O 3a MHOM...

— AnneH, s He TOHUMAlO, YTO CIIyYHJIOCh? — 5 B OTYasTHUM Opocuiiack 3a MiMmepaTopoM, HO TOT Aaxke He
obepuyJcs. [llen Bnepenu, He OTJISOBIBAsICh, OBICTPO, CIIMHA HAIIPSIKEeHa, IBUXKEHUS pPe3Kue. — ITO U3-3a
niaia, ga? fd ceiiyac oObsSICHIO BCe.

locmopy, OpsAMO KaM€Hb IIPETKHOBEHUA 3TOT nnarg! Bot cBanuicsa oH MHe Ha FOJ'IOBY!

AnmneHn npusen Hac B OUOIMOTEKY, CHSII IIepYaTKM IJIsT e30bl 1 OPOCUII UX Ha CTOJI, 3aTeM pacCTerHymn
MOPOXKHYIO KYPTKY, CHEJall ITyMHBIN BAOX U TOJIBKO ITOTOM OOEPHYJICS.

— T®I Yero KUISITUIILCS, OpaT? — mouHTEpecoBascst bepToH. — B yeM MBI C CEHTOM M3pUHAXK BUHOBATHI?
OpHako AJJIeH IOKa CMOTPEJI Ha MEeHs.

— YTpowm s nepeman Tebe MOOAPOK, IIjIalll, KOTOPHIM ITPUKa3asl CIIUTh CIeluaIbHO OIS Te0s, YTOORI ThHI
HafeBaJjla ero B JOXKOb, — IIPOMU3HEC OH. — ¢l X0TeJs, YTOOH! THI Hafiejla ero U CerofHs, HO TH IPUIIJIa He B
HeM. U magHO, eciu ObI 3TO OBLI JTI000M OPYyTOM IIJIAIl, HO OH IPUHAMAJIEXKUT MOEMY POOHOMY OpaTy, TaM
maxke rep6 M3ymMpynHbIX [JOTMH Ha W3HAHKE BHIIUT. Kak 51 JONMXKEeH 9TO MOHUMATh?

— YT0 MoHMMATh? — MOU TOJIOC 3a4pozKaJjl OT HECIIPABeAIUBOr0 OOBUHEHNUSI. — ¢ He Mmoydajia HUKaKoro
rmogapka oT Telsi, maXke He 3Hal0, KaK OH BBITISIAUT! A 3TOT IIJTall... — S Hadajla JepraTh 3a 3aBsI3KH,
4TOOBI COPOCUTE €0 K YePTSAM, HO Te, KaK Ha3JI0, CIIUIIKOM CHUIbHO 3aTSAHYJINCh, — DTOT IUIAIl... MHe ero
BepToH oTmarn, Korga s ellle ¥ 3HAaTh He 3HaJa, KTO OH! MBI BCTPETUIINCE ClTydarHo eirne no OTtbopa, Toraa
OBLII CUJIBHBIM JOXKIOb...

— JIuH57Ib, HE OIpaBAbIBaliCsI, — OCTaHOBUI MeHs M3ympynHbi Koponb. — MBI HU B YeM He BUHOBATHI...

— To ecTh Moii Toapok Tebe He MPUHOCUIIU? — C IIONO3PEHNEM YTOUHUI AJIJIEH.



— Jla HeT xe! — BOCKIMKHYJA 5 U, ellfe pa3 6e3yCIelHo AePHYB 3a TECEMKH, OpOCHIIa 3Ty 3aTelo.
[TpupeTcss IOTOM HOXKHUIIAMU Pe3aTh, YTOOH CHATE...

— U 3anucku ToXe He mojydana?

— 4 nonyuarna 3anucKy TOJBKO 0T bepToHa! — coBa BEIpBaJIUCh CaMu COOOM, U TeHb, IIpobexkaBiias 10
nuiy ArsieHa, He IIpefBelllajia HUYeTro XOPoIllero, 0OgHaKo s IIPOMOoJIKuUiIa yIaBIIUM roaocoM: — OH
€co00muII, 4TO 00€IaloT CUIIBHEIN OOKAh ¥ HAIOMHUII, YTO s MOTY HameTh ero Iulall... — IPO3Bydalo,
OynTo s HasiOemHMWYasia, Kak pefeHoK, OTYero ellle 00Jbllle CHUKIIa M Pa303/1uiIachk Ha cebs.

Ho AnneHa, OKa3bIBaeTCs, 3aNHTEPECOBAJIO APYTroe.

— Bepton? — ero B3risag Buepusics B 6pata. — Twl Hanucan JIMHAJb 3aNUCKY, YTOOH OHA Hafeaa TBOU
mnamn? Y aTo mocie TOro, Kak ThHI BUAEJ, 3HaJl, YTO 51 cOOMPaloCch TOXKe MOAapUTh el IJlall, faXKe OTIIPaBUIl
ero npu Tebe... MoXKeT, 3TO 110 TBOEH BUHE MOU MOapoK TaK W He momast K JIMHIIb?

Ilo MeHs, KaXKeTCs, TOKE HadaJio JOXOOUTh, YTO IPOK301LIo. M1 0T 0CO3HAHUS BCETo TOT0 Ha AyIIe CTaJIo
ermre raxe. 51 moBepHyacek K bepTOHY, KOTOPHIY Aake He MBITAJICS ONPABAATHCS, JINIIh KPUBO YIIEIOAICS, U
CIIpOCUIia XPUILIO:

— Taxk 9To BHI IIOACTaBUJI MeHs, Baite BenmdecTtBo? 3auem?..
Ho Takoro oTBeTa He oXupgana TOYHO.
— ITotomy uTO 51 MI06/I0 TEOST, — TOH CIIOKOMHBIN W YBEPEHHHIH.

HeTt, To/IbKO 9TOT0 MHe ceifyac He XBaTalo... f cliepBa IIONSTHIIaCh K IBEPH, a II0CJIe CopBajachk C MecTa u
BbIOezkajia BOH.
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He nomHI0, KaK 0Ka3ajlach B CBOell KOMHaTe. MeHs TPsCJIo MeJIKOU OPO2KbI0, @ TOPJIO COaBIUBAaJl CIia3M.
Ha ucnyranHbie B3TISIAL CIy2KAaHOK He o0paTuiia BHUMAaHUS, JIUITE TOTIPOCUJIA OTPHIBUCTO:

— JMJaiiTe MHe HOXKHHUIIBI UJIM HOXK.

Kpwuc 6BICTPO OTHICKAJIa HOXKHUK [AJjIsi OyMar u mofana MHe. TOT 0Ka3aJiCsd OCTPHIM: OOHO ABUKEHUE — U 5
ocBOOOXKOEeHAa U3 IIJIeHa IMIPOKJIATOro 1amia. COpocusia ero Ha II0JjI, caMa Ipucesia Ha KpoBaTh, 3aKPHIB
nuno pykamu. Obuna Ha BepToHa gymuia, He JaBasi CBOOOOHO B3OOXHYTh. 3aUeM OH Bce 3TO caemnan? 5
moBepsijia eMy, CYMTaJlia APYroM, a oH... Eme u B m006Bu nipusHaics! KoHeyHo, s 3Haa, 4YTO HPABIIIOCh
€My, HO ITOgOOHBIX IOCTYIIKOB OT HETO HE OXKHuaana... UTo OH X0Tes 3TUM OoOuThCsA? PaccopuTh HAC C
Annenom? IToxoxke, Yy HETO 3TO IMOYTHU IIOJIyYUJIOCh. Teneps maxe He 3Hal0, KAK CMOTPETh AJIJIEHY B I'ja3a.
W mycTs Moel BUHEBI 30eCh HET, KTO 3HaeT, YTO OH nopyMmaetT? Mnu uto emy eme HaroBoput bepton?

HpO}KB He IIpoXoauiia, U A IIOIIPOCHIIA OEeBYIIEeK COeJjlaThb MHe I'OPAYYyI0 BaHHY. MO}KeT, XOTb TaK HEMHOTO
paccnabiiock. Ho u TaM MeHs XXOajl HEIPUSITHBIM, JaXKe OMeP3UTEeIbHBIN CIopIIpu3. f He cobupanachk
obmaTscs ¢ JIMHAJIb, HacTpoeHUe OBLIIO He TO, HO CBSI3b KAK-TO YCTAaHOBMIIACh CaMa, CTOMJIO MHE 3aKPHITh
ria3a. U s cpasy yBugena rosnoro [TaBnuka, cBoero OBIBIIErO, C 3aTyMaHEeHHBIM B3TIssmoM. OH HaBucall
Hap JIMHAJIL ¥ COBEPIIIAJI BIOJIHE cebe XapaKTepHbIe ABUXKEHUS, a CJIafOCTPAaCTHLEIE CTOHE CaMOM
IIPUHIIECCEI HE OCTABJIAJIX HUKAKOI'O IIaHCa UHTEPIIPETUPOBATH 3Ty KAaPTUHY KaK-TO KHA4e. XoTenock
3aBHU32KaTh, 3a0parTh, 00J10KUTh JIMH3Ib pyratejabCTBaMK, HO BMECTO 3TOI'O U3 I'ia3 IIOKATUJINCH CJIE3kbI
feccunusa. Uto a1 Mormna cpesaTs? HacTosiasa JIMH37b y2Ke BOBCIO X035lHUYala B MOEM MUPe, TBOPHUIIA C
MoeH KU3HBI0O U MOMM TeJIOM BCe, UTo ell 3abaropaccygurcs 1 6e3 BCIKOro 3a3peHust COBECTH, S XKe TYT
0ossiach coesiaTh JIUIIHUY LIar...

4 Hemenms BeIOpanIack U3 BOIH, CIIELIHO BEITEPJIACH U BEPHYJIach B KOMHATY. Jlerna Ha KpoBaTh,
CBEPHYBIIIUCH KaJTlaYuKOM, ¥ HECKOJIBKO YaCOB ITPOCTO ISI/TMJIaCh B OMHY TOYKY. B rimyOuHe mym Kpasa,
4TO AJIJIEH TOAACT KaKyl0-HUOYOb BECTOYKY, TO30BET MEHS K cebe, YTOOH ITOTOBOPUTH O TOM, UTO
npousoio. Ho 3Toro He nmpoucxoguino. 4 xe 0T Heu3BECTHOCTHU CXOuIa ¢ yma. 1o 4ero oHu TaM C
BepronoMm-Kaiinom moroBopunuch? [Topyranuce? A, MoXKeT, mogpanuck? Mmu, Hao60pOoT, IPUIIIIHN K
BBIBOY, UTO HEUET0 CCOPUTHLCS U3 KaKOU-TO OEBUILI, [Ia elle U IOIyKPOoBKU?.. BO3MoXHO, MeHS yKe gaxke
uckmounnu u3 Otéopa, oT rpexa nopansie... Hy u napgao. Kak 6ynTo y MeHs Oblila HafleXka Ha cyacThe.

51 momHsMack ¥ mOMoIIIa K OKHY, OTKpPHIJIa ero HacTeXKb U IIOJICTaBUJjIa JIUI0 IPOXJIafHOMY BeTpy. [10XKab
maBHO KOHYMUJICS, a TAe-TO 3a PBAHLIMM 00JIaKaM¥ 3aXO[HUJIO 3a TOPUIOHT COJIHIIE. f BCKPUKHYJIA, KOTHa 0O
IMIOOOKOHHUK YTO-TO YOAPHUIIOCh, ¥ TOIBKO IIOTOM pa3rjisigesia nurpuoHa AnneHa. M sanucky. OH mpucnan
MHe 3anucky! Ceppaile 3abunoch 4arre.

«41 Ha HameM MecTe». Bcero yeTnipe cioBa, HO OOJIBIIIETO MHE U He HYKHO Ob110. S GBICTPO Iepeofienach,
mazke BOJIOCHI TOJIKOM He YJIOXKUJIa, ¥ PBaHyJsa B 6amrHio. JIUIIs Ha caMOM BepXy JIECTHHUIIL 9yTh cOaBUiIa
TeMII, YTOOBI He BEITJISIETDb 3allbIXaBIIeHCs.

AJneH CcTOSIN y caMOTO TaparneTa. YBUOEB MeHsI, OH HEYBEPEHHO YIHIOHYJICS, TIOTOM CHeJIall HECKOJIBKO
II1aroB HaBCTpeuy. Torma s cama IIOJOIIa K HeMy M, HaOpaBIIMCh XpabpoCTH, 3aroBOpuia epBas:

— Bce xopomio?
— He 3Ha1o, — AnsieH 1moxai mjiedaMiu. — A ThI YTO CKaXKellb?
— Br1 mopyranuck ¢ 6paToM? — CIIpoCHIa TOTHA S Aajiblle.

— Ectp Takoe... — oH ycMexHyJcsa. — Ho oT 3Toro OH He mepecTtan ObITh MouM OpaToM. [la, s 3071 Ha HETO,
HaBepHOe, KaK HUKOTHa, OOHAKO... — AJIJIEH CMOTpEeJI MHE IIPSIMO B T'Jla3a. — f He MOTY 3alIpeTUuTh eMy
m00uTh Tebs... Kak u caM He MOTy OTKa3aThCsa OT Tebs. YKe He Mory. Ho Bce 9TO He Tak BaXXHO, KaK TO,
KOTr'O JIIOOMIIb THI, JINHIIIb.

OH K[JaJl OT MEHsS OTBETA, 5 K€ He MOrJjia IIPOPOHUTH U CjioBa. M meno OBIJIO HE B TOM, YTO 5
3acoMHeBaJslach B BEIOOpE, IIPOCTO MOe MpH3HaHUe CTajo OBl eImle OOHUM IIaroM K Oe3mHe.

Ho s Bce ke cmemana ero.
[TopHsTach Ha IBITIOYKY U MMPUHUKIIA Ty6amMu K Tybam AnjeHa.
— Taxkoii oTBeT IOAXOOUT? — ILIEIHYyJIa IOTOM.

— HeCOMHeHHO, — TeIllepb yZKe ero T‘y6bI HaKpPHIJIK MOHK, BOBJIEKAsA B 663YMHbIﬁ, Ha I'PaHU HaCJlIaXXOEeHUd "
0oy, mouenyu.

— IMoneTaens co MHOU? — TeIeph yKe IIenoT AJIJiIeHa Pa30pBasl HAIIN TYOHI.



— YT0? — KaxkeTcd, 1 He TaK pacciblIana.

— Xoyellb IoJIeTaTh CO MHON? — IIOBTOPUII OH XPUIIJIO.

— 9T0 3Ha4uT Ha Tebe? [IpakoHe? — 00eCKypakKeHO YTOYHUIIA 5.

— Boumibca? — oH 3acMesijiCS U OCTaBUJI Ha MOUX I'yb6ax KOPOTKUM IOLETyH.

— Xouy! — TyT XKe cornacunacs .

— Torma... — AsieH OTISTHYJICS, a 3aTeM IIOAHSJI HEKUU CBEPTOK, JieXKalllil y [apareTa.

— YT0 3T0? — 51 HEepeIIUuTeIbHO pa3BepHysia ero. [Inal, u3 moxoxXeu Ha OIlyllb TKaHHU, Kak y bepToHa,
TOJIBKO 3TOT OBIJT TEMHO-KPACHBIM U JKEHCKUM, C KPACUBOM OTHEJIKOM IO KAaHTY.

— OTOT TOT CaMHIH ITOAPOK, KOTOPHIH He AOIesI o0 Tebs...
— BepToH BepHYJ ero? — BEIPBAJIOCh ¥ MEHS.

— IaBaii 60mbliie He 6ymeM 0 HeM, — AJIeH YJIBIOHYJICS M CaM Pa3BepHYII Ijiall. — Thl IPUMEIIb ero?
Wy nydmie IpuKasaTh CIIUTL HOBBIN?

— Hert, He Hago HOBHIM! DTOT YynecHs! — s 3abpasia y Hero mMoJgapok U TyT Ke HaKMHYyJIa ero Ha cebs. —
Cnacub6o...

— Torpma 3aKyThIBalicsi OCHOBATEIbHEM, YTOOH HE TPOAyio... U moneTenu, — OH OTCTYHHI Ha HECKOJIBKO
mraroB. 3HaKOMas BCITBIIIIKA — M Ha0 MHOM y2Ke BO3BHIIIAETCS OPaKOH.

OH IIPpUIIaJl Ha IIepeaHue JIallbl, OIIyCTHUJI I'OJIOBY U PaAcCIljiaCTaJl KPBIJIbS, BUOUMO, 4YTOOBI MHE OBLIIO
ymoOHe B306paThCs.

— MHe caguThsCs Ha Iel0? — BCe-TaKM YTOYHUIA 1. — Vnu Kak Ha nomans?
Annen GBIpKHYI, I0YTH Kak KpacaBuuK, TOJIBKO BBIXJIOI ObIMa U3 HO3IOPeH ObUI Kyna MOIITHEH.

— JlapgHo, pa3bepeMcsi, — s TIOTepJIa JTafoHU ¥ YXBAaTUIACh 3a BEICTYIAIOIIHM Ha Iee ITUI, 3aTeM
IOCTaBHUJIa HOT'Y Ha KPBIIO... — Tebe Bemb He O0OILHO? — CHOBA CIIPOCHIIA B3BOJIHOBAaHHO. OTBETOM MHE
OBLIT HEeTePIIeIUBEIM B3MOX. — JIagHO-TamHO, HOHSIA. ..

PBEIBOK KOPIIyCOM BIIEPE[, 3aKUAbIBAaeM HOTY... d Koe-Kak ycejlach Ha IPaKOHbEH CIIWHE, MOIbITalach
yCTpOUThCS MOoymoOHel. Yernryss, HECMOTPSI Ha BUAUMYIO TJIQAKOCTh, HE flaBajla CKOIb3UTh U, BOOOIIIE,
OKa3zajach TEeIlJION, KaK aBTOMOOUIIbHOEe cupmeHue ¢ moporpeBoM. Korga Amnes Hadan BCTaBaTh, SI CHOBA
BIIETIMJIACh B IIIUII Ha Illee, Ha 3TOT pa3 00euMU pPyKaMu.

Kphiibst mo 60KaM C IITyMOM pa3pe3aid BO3[yX, ¥ MBI OTOPBAJIUCh OT 3eMJIi. B mepBble CEKYHOBI
TIepexBaTUIIO OEIXaHWeEe, OT PE3KOT0 B3JIeTa U BOCTOPTa OJHOBPEMEHHO. 51 XKMypuiach, 60siCb TIIHYTh
BHU3, U TOJIBKO KOTZa IIoJIeT cTan OoJjlee IJIaBHBIM, OTKpPBUIA I'Jla3a. 3aMOK OCTaJsCcs rmo3anu. Temeps mox
HaM{ B TEMHOTE BEIPHMCOBBLIBAJIMCH YETKHUE JIMHUU TOPHBIX XPeOTOB, YyTh TOCEPEOPEHHBIX CHETOM,
MIOOHUMEIb TOJI0BY — HeDO, pacmmuToe OMcepoM 3Be3[, KPYIIHEIMU U ITOYTH 00BbEeMHBIMHY, XKUBEIMU. M1 Mope
Buepenu... Cefiyac oHO Tuxoe, OyATO 3aCHYJIO, IUIIL Ha Oeper n1eHUuBO Haberanu BOJIHEL.

51 cHOBa 3akphlia r'Jla3a U IIOACTaBHUIIA JIULO BeTpy. HemepemaBaeMoe omrylieHre CBOOOOH OJIeTa... 9TO
elfe youBUTEIbHEN, YeM T1J1aBaTh...

AnyeH CHU3UJI BHICOTY M KaK0Oe-TO BpeMs MBI JIETEJIM ITIOYTH HaJl CaMOM MOPCKO#M riafbio. HacmaxkmaTecs B
IIOJTHOM Mepe MOMEHTOM MeIlaj y2Ke YKOPEHUBIIUICS CTPaxX BOOH, U S TECHEE 3alaxHyJia Ha cebe mall u
ellle KpelTye BXKaach B OpakKOHbe TeJo. ToJIbKO OBl He CBATUTLCS UJIM HaMOYUTHCS!

Ho Bckope MBI BHOBE PBaHYJIM BBEPX U HAIIPABUIIMCH K BLICOKOMY YTECY, BLHICTYIIQIOMIEMY U3 TEMHOTEL. TaM
AnneH HaKOHEeI] IPU3EMJIUIICS U CJIOZKUJ KPBIIbs. KpacuBO CITyCTUTHCS HE TOJIYYUIIOCH, U S 4yTh HE yrasa
Ha MSATYIO TOYKY, B IIOCJIEOHIOI0 CEKYHOY YCIIeB yOepKaTh paBHOBecue. [1oKa monpasisiia Onexay, AieH
y3Ke BepHYJ cebe 4eI0BeYeCKUM BU.

— He I/ICHyTaJ'IaCB? — CIIPOCHIJI OH.

— 3TO0 OBIJIO IPOCTO... IIPOCTO... — 5 HEe HaXOOuJjla Hy2KHBIX CJIOB, YTOOHI ITepegaTh CBOM 3MOLIUU. —
Bocxututensro! Het, mpocTo ¢ yMa coiTu MOXKHO! Thl TaKOM CHACTIUBBIN, YTO MOXKEIITb UCITBITHIBATL 9TO
KaX[ObIM pa3, KOrja IMoxKelaelb. ..

— ToI TOXXe cMozKeITb, — AJieH 00HSII MEHS 3a TaJIWI0, — KOTa CTaHeIlb JKeHON YUCTOKPOBHOI'O
TPHOHA...



— U kaxk GBICTPO 9TO IPOU30UmeT? — 3amaBasi 9TOT IIPA3mHLIM BOIIPOC, 1 HE CMOTpeIa eMy Ijia3a. 3Hana
BeIb, YTO CO MHOM IMOmOOHOT0 HUKAK CIIyYUTHCS HEe MOXKeT. MHe HUKOrfa He 00paTUTHCS B OPaKOHA...
To/bKO HEHABUCTHBIN PHIOUIM XBOCT MOT'Y OTPACTHUTh.

— Bce 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO Ha CKOJIBKO YMCTa KPOBb CYIIpyra U Kak CUJIbHO pa3baBieHa KPOBb CyIIPyTHu, —
CIIOKOWHO, He TT003peBasi 0 MOUX BHYTPEHHUX METAHUSX, OTBETUII AJIJIeH. — Y HEeKOTOPHIX MPOOyKAeHNEe
OpaKOHBbEM UIIOCTACH MOXKET IPOU30UTH Cpal3y MOCe IIepBod OpavHOM HOYHM, KOMY-TO IIOTPedyeTcs
HeJens Uy naxe MecsIl.

— Iymaro, MHe TOYHO IOTPe6GyeTCcss MecsIl... — HaTyKHO XOXOTHYJIa S ¥ MI0eXKHUIAach OT BHE3AITHOTO
MOpHIBA BeTpa. — KaK-TO OMSITH XOJIONAET...

— ITonmeTnm Hazan? — AJyieH 00XBaTuUJI JIAOOHSIMU Mou 03s1011me pyku. — Wnu nobyneM ellfe 9yTh-9yTh?
Ecnu HeMHOro ciycTuThCs, 6ymeT HeOobllas IIelllepa, MOXXeM YKPHITLCS TaM OT BeTpa.

— HaBaii mobymeM 3mech. YTO-TO He XOYeTCsI IT0Ka BO OBOPEIl... — OTBETHJIA, OINyIasi HeOObSICHUMYIO
TOCKY.

Anmnen obpamoBascst MOEMY PeIIeHUIO:
— Torpa kpende AepzKUCh 3a MEHS, CIIYCK OyOeT KPyTOM ¥ HEMHOT'O OTIaCHBIH.

Bxop B melepy pacrosarajcs Ha OTBECHOM YaCTH yTeca, U eClTu Obl He IPUCYTCTBUE AJIIEHA, 5 OB
HUKOT[A caMa He pellniIach Tyfda CIyCTUThCS. [lelepa oKa3ajach HETJIYOOKOH, ITOX0KeH Ha KOMHATKY B
CKaje.

— Kaxertcs1, 3meck KTO-TO ObIJI, — 5 TOKa3aja Ha OCTAaTKH KOCTPHIIA.

— KT0 GBI 3TO HU OBIJI, HO HaM OHU OKa3a/Iu XOPOIIYIO YCIIYTy, — AJIJIeH OTHICKaJl HECKOJIBKO CyXUX
[TOJIEHLEB ¥ He3aMEeTHHIM [BUKEHHEM IIaIbleB pa3xker oroHb. Ka3anock, OH TONBKO JOTPOHYJIICS O
OEepeBsIIeK — U B CIIEOYIOMYIO CEKYHIY BOKPYT HUX yKe BECEJIO IIJIsICajIo TIaMs.

B merepe 3amMeTHO MOTEIUIENO, U S CHSJIA IIJIall], Pa3JIoXkuja ero Ha KaMeHHOM II0JIy, UCII0JIb30BaB Kak
TIOKPHIBAJIO. AJIJIEH BCKOPE CeJI PSIOOM U IPUTSHYJ MeHs K cefe. ¢ momaTanBo IPUJIbHYJIa K HEMY,
IIOJIOKUB I'OJIOBY Ha IJIeY0.

— 4 pemmnn 3akpeiTh OTOOP, — BAPYT IIPOU3HEC OH.
— YT0? — & TYT XKe OTHpPSHYJIa OT Hero, B3TJITHYB C U3yMJIEHUEM.

— Kakoii B HeM CMBICH, €ClTH MO BEIOOD y2Ke cOejlaH? — s BHOBb OKa3ajiach B ero o0bATuSAX. — U g ero ue
U3MEHIO...

AmnneH 3aKpHIT MO POT MOIleTyeM, He JaB CKa3aTh U CJIOBA B OTBET. Y MEHS Ke BHYTPHU CJIOBHO YTO-TO
B30PBAJIOCh, BCEM MBICJIM, YTO POUWINCH PAHbIIE B TOJIOBE, BMUT UCIapuiInchk. He X0TeI0Ch yMaTh HU O
yeM, KpoMe ero ry0, ropsiuux, TpeboBaTeIbHEIX U TAKUX HEXKHBIX. M IManbllax, JaCKaloIUX MO 3aThIJIOK,
1Iero, CuHy... Hacnaxkpmanach KaxKabsIM MPUKOCHOBEHWEM, TIJIaBUJIaCh MOJ HUMHM, cTopana... Korga Kpoyku
Ha IIJIaThbe CTa/Id PAcCTEerUBaThCS OOHWH 3a OPYTUM, S JaKe He CONPOTHUBIISIACE, JIUIIE ellle CUIbHee
M3HBIBA/a B OKHUOAHUY HOBBIX JIAaCK, TAKUX CyMacCIIeIInX U YIIOUTeNbHEIX. Ho AJIIeH BHe3aIlHO
OCTAHOBUJICS, OTOPBAJICS OT MOMX I'y0 UM 3aTJITHYJI B Ijla3a:

— MHI emle MOXKEM OCTAaHOBUTHCS, TOJIBKO CKaxku. He x04y, 9TOGH TH HOTOM Kajeja 00 3ToM. TOJIBKO
3HaM, YTO 3TO HUYEro He u3MeHHUT. Celyac 9TO IPOU30UOET WU IIOTOM, IIOCJIEe CBAaAbOLIL... Mol BEIOOD
OCTaHEeTCS ITPEXKHUM.

HaBepHoe, 51 momkHa ObIJTa BOCIIONIB30BATHCS 9TUM HPEJIOKEHNEeM U TeHCTBUTEIbHO OCTAaHOBUTLCS, BO
BCSIKOM CJIy4ae, Pa3yM BOMIUJI UMeHHO 00 3ToM. Ho Kak OBITh C CepAlleM, YyBCTBAMM, T€JI0OM, HaKOHEeI?
OHU CTPEMUIINCH HABCTPEYYy 9TOMY MYyKUYHWHE, XKeJlasi HaBeK! COeIUHUTHCS C HUM, PAaCTBOPUTLCS B HEM,
CTaTh OMHUM II€JTBIM,

U s coemnana elle oguH IIar K IIpOIIacCTH. Illar, mocmne KOTOPOTI'O Y2kK€ HUKaK HeJIb3s1 IIOBEPHYTH Ha3al.
— A ue 6y11y JKaneTb... — MOH XpHHJ’IBIfI HIeTIOT OBII IIpepBaH O4YepeaHbIM II0LEeJIyeM.

BpeMH OCTaHOBHJIOCH, MHUD 3aMeD. OcTanuck TONBKO S U AJIJIEH, ¥ HAIIU CILUIETAIOIINECS B U3BEYHOM
TaHIIe TeJla...

ITonet B 6e3tu OKa3aJICs CIIUIIKOM CJIaAKUM, YTOOH XKaJleTh O COBEPIIIEHHOM IIIare...

...KpaCHOBaTbIe 0TOJIeCKHU OTHS TIJISICAlId Ha CTeHaxX IIelepsl, IIOJIeHbS TUXO IIOTPECKUBAJIN, Napysa



WUIITIO3UI0 YMUPOTBOPEHUS. AJIJIEH 3afpeMal, s 2Ke, IPUMOCTHUB TOJI0BY Ha ero oOHaXXKeHHOU TPyau, He
MOTJIa OTOPBATh B3TJISM OT KEeMUY2KHOI'0 IEPCTHS, YKPAIIAoIIero ero pyKy, YTo IIOKOKU/IAch Ha MoeM
O6empe. Bot oH, Xannor... To, pagu yero Bce 6p110 3aTesiHO. TO, M3-3a Yero 5 3[eCh. 51 MOTJia ero CHSATE,
MIPOCTO, HE3AMETHO U flaXke He pa30ynuB Xo3sguHa. A TOoToOM c6exkaTh, MPLITHYTH B MOPE, KOTOPOE IITyMEJIO
COBCEM PSIIOM — ¥ IIOMHHAM KaK 3Haellb. Y MeHs Ha pyKax ObIJIM BCe KO3BIPHU, YBEPEHA, TAKOTO IITaHCa
MHe MOTJI0 OBl 60JIbIlle ¥ He IPEeNCTaBUTHCA. JIMHIIb OB UM BOCIIO/Ib30BaJiach, HE Pa3gyMbIBas.

Ho s He JIunanb. U Gomnbite He cobupaloch eio ObITh. HeBakHO B YbeM s cefiuac Tejlie, HO MBICTIH, YYBCTBa,
TIPUHIKUIIEL — MOY U TOJIBKO MOU. M ¢ 3TOM MUHYTH 51 OyAy CJIefOBaTh TOMBKO UM. S IPUHSJIa peleHue, u
MHe cpa3y cTajo jerde. 4 pacckaxy AmieHy 060 BceM: 0 cebe HaCTOAIIEH, 0 MOEM MUPE U II0UYEMY
O4yTUIIach 3geck. He npsMo ceiiyac, 4yTe I03XKe, IIPeXe MHe CllefyeT 3aKPHITh ellle HeCKOJIbKO ABepel U
nomoOpaTh HyKHEIE clioBa. Ho 5 cuesiao 9TO HEIPEMEHHO, a YeM YK OTBETUTH — JTI000BBIO UITH
HEHaBUCTBHI0 — peIraTh caMoMy AJiieHy. 4 mpumy mboe ero peleHue.

He ymepzkaBIuch, IpoBeJjia JagoHbI0 10 ero MieKe, 0CTOPOXKHO KOCHYJACh ManbllaMyu I'yd, KOTOPhIE COBCEM
HeOaBHO TaK CTPACTHO MeHS IIeJIoBalIh. AJIJIeH 3allleBeJIUJICSI U Kpellue Mpuxal MeHd K cebe.

— YT0 cnyuunock? — npobopMOTall OH, HEe OTKPHIBas I'Jla3. — 3amMep3na’?

— C To6oi1 He 3aMep3Helllb, TH — X0fs4as ITeYKa, — YCMEeXHYJach s, U yKe yBepeHHel o6pucoBaja
manblieM KOHTYD ero ryo. — CKOpo Ha4YHeT CBeTaTh... Hamo Bo3BpamaThCs B 3aMOK, a TO HAaC BCe
XBATATCS. ..

— XoTemnoch OB CKa3aTh, YTO MHE Ha 9TO IIJIEBATh, HO, YBHI, He MOTY... [loka He mory. IToaToMy cormairycs,
YTO IIO0pa BO3BpalllaThCs, — AJIJIEH IlepexXBaTujl MOI0 PYKY U IIOIleJioBajl 3amnsacThe. [IoToM HeHamoiIro
IIPUIIA IIOIleJIyeM K ry0aM, HO CO B3HOXOM COZKaJIeHUs IIPepBal ero U Pe3K0 cell. B3bepoIIua BOIOCHI,
IIOTep JIULO U CHOBa B3JOXHYI: — [laBall omeBaThCs, YTO JIU...

[ToneT Ha paccBeTe OB elrle OoJiee YyOeceH, YeM HOYHOM. B 9TOT 4ac B po30BO¥ ABIMKE KYIIaJOCh BCE:
He60, MOpe, BePXYILIKH rop, 6/1101a o3ep, Ml ¢ AfyieHOM... [IpOH3UTENbHO, HEKHO, pOMaHTU4YHO. Kak Te
caMble YyBCTBA, KOTOPHIE ceiyac IIIeCKaIuCh B MOEM CepIle.

B cBo10 cranbHIO TpoOupanack TaKOM, KaK KaKOH-TO BOpHUIIKa. Kpuc ¢ Mapu ellle He TPpUXOOUIN OyOUTh
MeHs, MHade yCTPOUNH Obl TaHUKY, BOKPYT XKe II0Ka CTOosIJIa COHHAas TUIIMHA, faxe KpacaBuuk,
CBEPHYBIIIUCH KITyOKOM, IIOCAITLIBAJl B CBOEH KOpoOKe. [IepBhIM IeJIoM s HaHecCia MaCKUPOBOYHBIN
3JIMKCUD, CPOK OEeNCTBUS KOTOPOTO OOJXKEH OB MCTeYh COBCEM CKOpo. He xoTenock 6b1, YTOOHI KTO-TO
y3HaJI 0 MOed UCTUHHOU CYIIHOCTU paHbllle, 4eM AJIIEH.

Tenepb IIPUHATH BaHHY. Kak xke mHe OCTO4YEepTeJIo gejiaTh 3TO IO CTO Pa3 Ha ouio! Ho B maHHBIM MOMEHT
BaHHA HyXKHa ORI7Ta MHE OJIsi UHOT'O.

— JIuH3mb! — 51 MOYTH IIpoopalia 3TO UM, XKejlasd HeMeqJiisi Pa30youTh MPUHIIECCY, CIaAKO CHSIIYIO B
o0bsaTHAX Ilamm.

Ta mopckounna v, KOHEYHO Xe, He cpa3y coobpa3usia, KTO ee 30BeT.
— C yMma comuia? — 3allluesia OHa IocTe.

— 3TO THI, TOXO0KE, pa3yMa JINIINIIach, — O0TO3Basach s yKe 60jiee pOBHLIM TOJI0cOM. — Kakoro uepTa
3aTalliiia B IOCTEJIb MOETO OBIBIIETr0? 4 3Ke TOBOPUIIA, YTO OH XKEHAT U Yy HeTo CKopo O6ymeT pebeHok! Mbl
M3-3a 9TOTO C HUM U PACCTaJIUCE.

— Tenepb Y2XKe COIIIINUCH OGpaTHO, — YXe KaK HHU B 4YeM He OBIBAJIO XUXUKHYJIA JIuHSME.

41 momaBuna B cebe B3IMETHYBIIYIOCS OBIJIO 37I0CTh Ha OECIPUHITUIIHYIO TPUHIIECCY ¥ BHOBb MPOU3HECTIA
KakK MOJKHO pPaBHOMOYIIIHEMN:

— BmpoueM, MHe yzKe BCe paBHO. [lemai 4To xouens. M g O6yoy menaThk 4TO X04y.
— YTO TH UMeeIb B BUAY?
Ara, ipuHIlecca, 3aHepBHUYana HakoHen? Ho yXKe CIMIIIKOM IIO30HO...

— Teneps y Hac ¢ TOGOM pa3HbIE TPaBUJIa UTPH, — OTBeTUNA €. — 1 GOJIbIlle He X0Uy JOMOM, OCTACh
3mech. DTO pas. 4 He Oyny BopoBaTh XaJlJIOT [AJIsI TBOETO Marmo4yku. ITo ABa. U Tpu. 4 pacckaxky BCEM, KTO
Takasi. BepHee, KeM He SBJIAIOCh Ha CaMOM fejie. A Tellepb MOXKeIb IIPOA0IXKaThk Pa3BjIeKaTbCH. ..
CuacTiuBO OCTABaThCSI! — U g MOAIIIBIIAa K O0PTUKY BaHHEI, COOMPAsICh €€ ITOKUHYTh.

— Croii! — B3peBena JIMHOMIB, pacTEPSB BCE OCTAaTKHU CaMOYBEPEHHOCTH M €XUOCTBa. — THl HE MOXKeIb TaK
noctynuth! He nMmeents npaBa! MuI Tak He JOTOBapUBaJiUuCh!

— Ecnu moroBop u3HavyanbHO HEUYECTHHIN, TO €ero He I'PeX U pa3opBaTh, — IIapupoBaia f.



— 41 BepHYCH, CbIIHUIIb? W TH 3a BCE OTBETHIID... — OBIJIO ITOCJIEMHEE, YTO S YCIIbIIIaja oT JINHIIE,
IIpexXpe 94eM BBIUTU U3 BOOHL.

— IIneBath, — oTBETHUIIA YK€ B IIYCTOTY U C OCTEPBEHEHHEM IIPUHAJIACh TEPETh IMMOJIOTEHLIEM XBOCT.

Ho Brepenu y MeHs OblNla elife OJHO [ieJio, C KOTOPHIM 5 coOupasach MOKOHYUTEL KaK MOXKHO cKopee. Kak
TOJIBKO MIPHIIIIIKA CIIY2KAHKH, ST Oeach, IpuYecanach U, He JOXKUIasICh 3aBTPaKa, HallpaBUIaCh B HYXKHOE
MecTo. C co6Goif y MeHst ObljTa Belllb, KOTOPYIO T HaMepeBanach OTOATh €e 3aKOHHOMY XO3SUHY.

I'me HaxomsiTcs mokou Msympymuoro Koporst, y3uana ot Kpuc u Mapwu, HalllJla UX TOXe OBICTPO. A BOT Y
caMo¥ IBepHU HEMHOT'O 3aHEepBHMUYAJIA, T09TOMY ITOCTy4asa He cpaldy. OTKPLIJI MHE CIyra, XyOOoIlaBhIt
OeJiechlii I0HOIIIA C €1Ba 3aMETHOM OOPOOKOI, KOTOPYIO OH SIBHO PACTHU/I HECKOIBKO JIET.

— Ilpomy nepenats Ero BenumuecTBy, uTo mpuiiiyia 6apoHecca JImHaIbp MapuHOXK, — 00bsABUIIA f.

Ho BepToH, ycrbIlllaB MO T'0JI0C, yKe caM cliemny K gBepu. OH OTTOJIKHYJI CJIYyTy U BO33PUJICS HAa MEHS
U3yMJIEHHBIMU TOPSIIUMHU TIa3aMu:

— Jluuanse? 310 TH? [IpoxoOu...

— Her, Bairre Benu4ecTBo, s OCTaHYCh 3[€Ch, IPOCTUTE, — 5 IIPKUCEJIa B ITIOKJIOHE, a 3aTeM MPOTSIHYJIa eMy
CBepPTOK. — JlyMato, IpHIIIa ITopa BePHYTh BaM 3TO...

— YT0 3T0? — cupocun BepToH, HO IO ero B3rjIsiay OBIJIO BUHO, YTO OH yK€e JOorafajiCsd O COmepPKUMOM.
— Bam nnnamn, Bamre BenugecTso...

Temeph OH JIUIIL MOJTYa KUBHYJI 1 3a0paji CBEPTOK.

— OTO 3HAYUT, MHL... — Havas OLIJIO IIOTOM, HO s IIpepBasa ero.

— OTO 3HAYUT TOJILKO TO, YTO g CKa3aya, Bamie BennyecTBo. f mpocTo nmocynTasna Hy>KHEIM BEPHYTb BaM
Bary Beinb. C Balllero pa3pelleHus, S IMONay, — ellle OOuH OLICTPBIN peBepaHC — U ST CTPEMUTEIIBLHO
YXOXKY IIPOYb.

Ha py1re GOvINIO TSI3KEJ10, HO MHAYe IMOCTYIUTh He MOra. f chesana Bce IpaBUIbHO, U JKajleTh 00 3TOM He
Oymy.

[TocTeneHHO yOpy4Yalollre MBICIH CMEHUTUCEH CBETJIBIMH, a Ha JIMII0 BePHYJIach yabiOKa. 51 11a mo 3aMKy
PybunoBoro Koposs u BriepBEIe 3a BCe Hefgesiu NPeOrBaHus B Yy2KOM MUPE YyBCTBOBajia cebe CBOOOIHOM.

W 4TO caMoe IpUSATHOE — 3TOT U3MaThIBawIIui OTOOP [jIs MeHs 3aKOH4YeH. HaBcerpa.



