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npoJior (3aderast HEMHOI'O BIiepeq)

HeBecTa 3agepxuBanace.

Bokpyr xpaMa ¢ yTpa o6pa3oBaach OTpOMHas TOJIIa, KaK-HUKAaK KOPOJIeBCKas cBambba. Pa3pskeHHbIE
MIPUOBOPHEIE, YEPHB, BCE TONIIUIIUCH, BHITITUBAS IIeH B MPeBKylIeHuu. Ero senuyectso HopGepT
ApraHTapCKuil C MpPaYHBIM BUIOM ITPOXaKUBAJICS Ha KPBUIBIIE.

Kaxk Ha3zso, He60 6b110 sicHBIM. OH OBl IPEeAIOYeN IMBEHD U I'paf.

A Bpewms nuio. 2KeHux MpaudHel Bce 00sbire. Pe3koe mBUKEHWE, 3BIKHYJI METaJlI, OH CTaJl
IIOBOPAYMBATHCS, YTOOBI BOUTH BHYTPh. M TYyT B KOHIIE aljien, BeOylllei K xpaMy, IToKa3aJjiCs YKpallleHHbIN
LIBETaMM U JIEHTaMM KOpTek. MykunHa 6e33ByYHO BEIPYTaJICsI CKBO3b 3yOH U OTBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY.

HpI/IH_IJ'IOCL €llle KaKoe-TO BpeMs 2KOaTh, ITIOKa 3Ta KOJIbIMara IogbedeT. Ho Bot KOpPTe2K HaKOHEIl OKa3aJICA
Imepen KpeIJIbIIOM XpPaMa. HeBecTe TOMOTIN BHIUTH U TIOOHSTHCS 10 CTyII€HSM.

[amnbiiie Bce OBIIIO OBICTPO.

Ero BemmuecTBO MOAXBATHUII 3aTSIHYTYIO B IEPYATKY PYKY TEIEPh yKe MOYTH CYIIPYTH U MOBEJ ee K
anrtapio. OH He CMOTpPEN Ha Hee, HO OOKOBBIM 3pEHUEM BCE PABHO BUMEJ, YTO JIUIO0 OEBYIIKH 0€3MSITEKHO
CIIOKOITHO. X0opolllee HaCTpoeHne? ITO CIeqoBaI0 HeMeIJIeHHO UCIIPABUTh.

— Cpa3y I10CJiIe BeH4YaHHud BBl OTIIDABUTECH B yeJIPIHeHHbIﬁ 3aMOK U IMOCHUOWTE TaM IIOO MPUCMOTPOM OO0 TeX
II0D, IIOKa HE BEISACHATCSA IMOCIIEACTBHSA, — 2KECTKO IMTPOTrOBOPHUII MYy2KYHKHA, CKOJIb34 B3TJIAO0OM II0 3aJly
XpaMa, Ha4aBLIET' O 3allOJIHATLECSA JIFOObMH.

MomnuaHue B OTBET, TOIBKO YIOJIKY I'y0 IEeBYIIKYM YyTh 3aMEeTHO IIPUIIOAHSAINCH, 0003HaYas YIIBIOKY U
BBI3BIBASI ¥ HETO HOBBIM MIPUCTYII Pa3apaxKeHus.

— A moToM BH BEpHETECH KO OBOPY U OymeTe BecTH cebs Tak, Kak I0JIoXkKeHo. M 3anoMHUTE, emle ogHa
TaKas Ballla BEIXOOKaA...

OHa HeOXHUOaHHO MOBEPHYJIa K HEMY I'OJIOBY U IPOH3HeECa:
— 4 nonsana.

Ha mMraoBeHue ero cjI0BHO 0TPy6uio. Ho Tompko Ha MruoseHue. Eire HECKOIBKO IIIAaT0B ¥ OHU yKe OBLIN Y
antapsi. COTHHU rjIa3 CMOTPEJIO Ha HUX, BEPXOBHBIH KpeI] B TOPKECTBEHHOM 00/Ia4eHUN 0XKUOAT
KOPOJIEBCKYIO IIapy.

Kopomnb pe3ko 6pocur:
— HauunamTe, oTue.

W nepemMoHus Hadanack. HymHas mo 3y60BHOTO CKperkeTa, ero BeTMYeCTBO eBa BHICTOsI. HakoHel] XK peil|
MPOM3HEC Te CII0BA, PAgu KOTOPHIX BCEe 3TO COOPUINE TOPYAo TYT C yTpa:

— Hop6epT AprauTapckuii, 6epers mu 1ol M3abesmny CaBOCTUNCKYIO B JKEHHI?

— Ia, — BeimToHYT HopOepT, He 3aJyMBIBASCh.

— A th1 U3abenna CaBocTuiickasi, 6epells 11 B MyKbsi HopOGepTa ApraHTapCckoro?
Emre coBceM HEMHOTO, U Bce OyAeT 3aBepllieH0. MyKYKWHa 3aCThIJI, IOOHSB TOJIOBY.

HGBYI_HKa IIepeBejia Ha Hero B3rjidan, YJ'IBI6HYJ'[EIC]:> U CKa3aJlla...
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HeGomnbi10e 3epKano, CTOSBIIee Ha CTOJIe, 0TPaXkajlo MUJIOBUOHYIO OJIOHIMHKY C TOHKOMU, CJIOBHO
MIPO3PayvHOM KOXKEeN U CHHUMMU Tjla3aMu. B OlHO¥M pyKe [eByIIKa AepzKaja 30JI0TOH QYTIIsAp oI ITUCEM,
YKpaIlIeHHBIH repOoM COCeIHero rocynapCTBa, B IPYrod MMChMO, KOTOPOE OHa BHUMATEJIBHO YuTasa.

YT0omKu po30BHIX T'y0 IIPUIIONHATH, KaK OyOTO OHa yibibanack. OOHAKO KyKOJIbHAS BHEIIHOCTh ObITa
o6MaHumBa. BIOHOMHKA CEPONUIACE.

kokok

IecaTs nneT Ha3apd K ee 0TIy, KHI310 bepaxapay CaBOCTHUICKOMY SIBUJICSI KaKOW-TO BaXKHEBIN I'OCTh.
N3zabenna yBumesna ero U3 oKHa. BEICOKHMI CYpOBBIM MyKYWHA CO CBUTOM phIllaped. Bech KaKOU-TO
KPEeNKUH U OIaCHHIN, KaK CTaJIbHOM KJIMHOK. BcamHWKYM Bbexasii BO OBOP 3aMKa M CHEIIWINCh. A Korga
9TOT MYyKYUWHA BAPYT MOOHSJ I'OJIOBY U CKOJIb3HYJI B3TJISIIOM 110 BEPXHEMY PSANY OKOH, KaK Oy[ATO 3aMeTHI
ee, OHa Hucmyrasnach. CupsiTanack, IOTOM XoTesa 6exaThb K oTily. Ho TyT B KOMHaTYy BOIIlNIa €€ MaTh,
kHATUHS CeBepuHa, U CTPOTrO cKasaja:

— Benna, mocunu 3meck. M 6ynps mobpa, moKa 51 He BEPHYCh, HUKYa OTCIOfIa He BEIXOOH.

Bpewms 1o u 1110, MaTyIKa He MOSIBJISJIACh, @ € CTaJI0 MEPEIIUTHCS, YTO OHA CJIBIIIIUT KaKUe-TO
TPOMKHeE T'0jioca. BhijIo TPEBOXKHO M 0YEHDb JTI00O0IIBITHO.

3aKOHYMIIOCH BCE HEOXKHUOAHHO.

Bropyr co mBopa meHCTBUTEIHLHO IOCIBIIAINCh ToI0oca, OpsiiaHie OpyXKusi, KOHCKOe pxkaHue. M3abeia
KWHYJach K OKHY ¥ BBITJITHYJA, IPSYach 3a CTaBHEM. DTO yeXallk Te PHIIlapu, ¥ C HUMH T'OCTh. Y He
ycIiesia OHa BHIOXHYTH C 06/leryeHrueM, KaK sIBHIach MaTyIlKa M CKa3aJlia, YTO ee IIPOCBaTaJlu.

Temnepb oHa HeBecTa Kopost Hopbepra u3 Apranrapa.

MamMa ellle 4TO-TO TOBOPUJIA, OHA He ciblimana. Y M3abenstel ObI MIOK, ¥ IIOTOM €Ille BCI0O HOYb 3TOT
My2K4YMHa CHUJICH.

E Torma ObLIO IBEHAOIIATh.
C Tex Imop XKEeHUX He IOUHTEPECOBAJICS HEBECTOM U He 0003HAYMII CBOETO IIPUCYTCTBUS HU Pa3y.

3aTo ee XKWU3Hb U3MEHUJIACh ITOPAOKOM. BMecTo HOpManbHBIX IJIaTheB, K KOTOPHIM bBesna NpuBLIKIIa, en
Temnepb MOHAIIWIA MOOHBIX TyaJIeTOB. A B HUX He MO0OeXUIIs ¥ Ha NepeBo He IMojie3elrb. XOOUTh, U TO C
TPYOOM, a ellle XyXKe — CUOeTh. [[LITOYHBIN KOPCeT aflCKX BIIMBAJICS B pebpa u 6e3:Kajl0CTHO BOABJIMBAJICS
B 2KUBOT. Xy2Ke OBLIO TO, YTO €l ellle ¥ HAHSIIM Pa3HO00pa3HLIX YUUTEeNel Ha BCe ClIydau XKU3HU.

IIHEM IPUXOOUIIOCE 3TO BCEe TEPIIETh, a 10 HoYaM 3TOT 3arafO4yHbIM U OaCHLIM My2K4YHMHa el CHOBa
cuuscsa. Y oHa HepBHO MMOACKaKWBajla KaXKakIM pa3, Koraa BO IBOP 3aMKa Bbe3iKajll BCAaJTHUKU.

Taxk mporen rog.
IToTom e1e Tpu.
N3zabenne 6BIIO yKe MIeCTHAAIATh.

[TameHbKa Al B €e 4eCTh IepBuii 6aj. OTKPHITHH O6B110 MHOTO. CiIyxu o )keHuxe. CMeXx 3a CIUHOM.
3aBuUCTB. A KpOMe TOTO, €1 [OBEJIOCH Y3HATh, YTO BCE MYyKUUHEI IOXOT/IMBLIE YYIOBUIA U Y HUX ¥
KaX[aoro 110 BOCeMb PYK. V13 pa3roBOPOB CBETCKUX JaM MOXKHO IOYEPIHYTH MHOTO UHTEPECHOTO.

Eme tpu ropa.
OnupeMusi. Mop ckota. Heypoxat.

IIaTe net Hadag ymep otel. Hagopsasics, CIUIIIKOM MHOTO Marum otgasi. Jlec criacan ot nmoxapa. Eine
4epe3 OBa roja CKOHYAasach MaTyIlKa.

B mBamnaTek et M3abesia yke Obljia BlafeTeIbHOM KHAXKHOM CaBOCTUH.

Celyac eyl UCIIOIHUIIOCH OBaAIlATh OBa, OHA Obljla CaMOCTOSTe IbHA, CBOOOOHA, He3aBUCHMa U He CTeCHeHa
B CPe[CTBax. Y Hee faxke MMeJICS HeKUH TMIIOTeTUYEeCKUN XKEeHNX, 9TO 3alllUINajio OT HallleCTBUS
«IIOXOTJIMBHIX YYIOBUII», KeJIAIOMKX MPUOPATh K PyKaM ee KHSIXKeCTBO. A C IPYroi CTOPOHEI, €ro KakK Obl
U He OBLIO.

OnHa cuuTasna CBOI XXU3Hb UOeaTbHOMN.



W BApPYT 3TO MUCHEMO.
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H3zabenna cMoTpesia Ha 30JI0TON QyTisip ¢ repOboM u He MOTJIa MMOHSITh, YTO e YyBCTBOBaTh. PaKTUUECKH,
9TO OBUI MPHUKA3 HEMEIJIEHHO SBUTHCS K MYXKYy B ApraHTap [OJid 3aK/IloueHus Opaka. A B gyllle MOTHUMAJICS
npoTecT. Y ecniu GBI He CJIOBO OTIIA, JaHHOE OecCsTh JIeT Ha3af...

«Benuanue yepes Tpu gHsA. TenenopT OyoeT HACTPOEH Ha AeCsTh IEePCOH, CBUTH U Bellel 6paTh
MUHUMYM>.

W pmanbine Bce B TOM XKe OyXe.

«BombIlle BaM HUYEro He TTOHAJOOUTCSI, BCe OCTAIbHOE TIOJIYYUTE Ha MECTE».
Kak HOBOOpaHIla B apMHUIO.

®yTnsAp ¢ TUCHMOM OTIIPABUIICS B SIIUK CTOJA.

— Eme mapagHble maThs, pacimuTtele repbamMu CaBoCTUHM U ApraHTapa...

YupaBAsIOUIKi 3aYUTHIBAI OTYET 10 IPUTOTOBJIEHUSIM K OTIpaBKe, a M3abeJiia Bce mbITajlach MMOHSITH, KaK
e TakK BHIIIIO, YTO ee MOKOUHLIN GaTIOIIKa COTJIACHUIICS Ha 9TOT Opak? [[oJros mepef CoOCeTHUM
ApraHnTtapoM y HuX Bpoge Obl He Oblt0. HacKoIbKO OHa MOMHIIIA, BOWHE TOXKE He HaMedasocCh.

— A Tak XKe IleHHbIe TTOJapKu, — IIPOMA0JIXKaJll 3a4UThIBATh YIIPABISIONINAN.
HagepHoe, 3T0 u ObUI IIPEnETT.
IMopmapxu? Het, cepbe3H0? YepTa JIEICOTO €My, a He IogapKu!

OHa ¢ KOPOTKUM CYXMM CTYKOM OTOOBUHYJA CTYJI U OTOLNIa K OKHY. [loXxuioi My>k4nuHa 3aMeD,
BBITSIHYBIIIMCH B CTPYHKY IIepeq MOJIoAoM X03siKoM. Takass BOMHCTBEHHAs TOPHOCTh 3a POIHOE KHSIKECTBO
YHuTanIach B Ij1a3ax ynpasisomnero, 4yto M3abenna HeBonbHO yiabiOHYyMacs. U...

He cmorna Pa304YapoBaTh CTapHKa.

— Cmnacubo, I'pueH, — mporoBopuia oHa. — [a, u BOT eile. [loemeTe co MHOI, OymeTe IpeOCTaBIIsATh HAIllK
WHTEPECH IIPYU 3aK/II0YeHny Opaka.
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Korpa ympasnsiomuii yiies, oHa CHOBa OMyCTUJIaCh B KPECJIO, BEITAIIIMIIA U3 SIIMKA MUCHMO U IIepeduTala.
A moToM 3acThUIa, IOCTYKHUBAs YIOJIKOM 30JI0TOT0 GQyT/isgpa o CTOJy.

BrIno BO BCeEM 3TOM 4TO-TO CTpaHHOe.

[Touemy BOPyT cervac? YTo Takoe CIyYHIIOCH B JKU3HU COCEOHEr0 KOPOIeBCTBa, uTo HopbGepT
ApraHTapCKuil BOPYT PELINI BCIIOMHUTH IIPO Hee, XOTS OecCsATh JIeT IPU3HaKOB XKU3HU He ojaBa?

K coxameHnwuIo, HacTosIlel nHOpMalKu 0 XKeHuxe y M3abesiel 661710 mo 06MOHOTO Majio. IloroBapuBaiu,
YTO OH IOTOMOK OPAaKOHOB, BO BCIKOM CJIydae, APaKOH MMeJICS Ha ero repbe. Ho memnoTom, moToMy 4TO
TIe OPaKOHBI, TaM BCerda YTO-TO HEeIIOHSTHOe. 3aT0 O JIMYHOM KU3HU COCeIHEero KOPOoJIs CIyXH B
CaBoCTHIO MOXOOUIN pPa3Hble, OOWH JIy4Ille Apyroro. HampuMmep, 4TO XXEHIIWH Y HETO He CYEeCThb, M OH 00
HUX HOTH BEITUpPaeT. U cyds Mo TOMy IHCbMY, UTO OH €¥ IPUCIai, B 9TOM He IPUXOOUJIOCh COMHEBATHCS.
XoTsi, KOHEYHO, MOXKEeT OLITh, €l Kak OyayIei xkeHe ocobast «4eCTb»?

MEICTTh IIPHUIIIIa HEOXKHUOAHHO.
A BeOb 3TO XOPOIIIO, YTO MHOTOyBazKaeMbIH XKEeHUX €€ B Ir71a3a He BUOEI.

OHa BCTaJia ¥ pPeluTeNIbHO HallpaBUIach B 1abopaTopUIo NPUABOPHOTO Mara U TeJIeIIOPTUCTa MacTepa
BranTa. Mar GObIJT 3HOWHEIN My2KYHHA IEMOHUYECKON HapyXXKHOCTHU. YepHEbIe BOJIOCH T'yCTOM BOJTHOM,
yepHas 60poaka, ropsimmui B3risan. M3abesia mogo3pesaa, YTO 9Ta IIOTPscalolias BHEIIHOCTD 110
OoJbIled YacTH UIUIIO3US, C TeX CaMHIX II0OP, KaK caMa Hadajla IPaKTUKOBAThCs B ObITOBOM Maruu. Ho
OTHOIIIEHUS Y HUX BCceraa OBLIM XOPOoIlre, M Ha BiiaHTa MOXKHO OBIIIO ITOJIOKUTHCS.

— Macrtep BrnaHT, — cnpocuia oHa. — Kak BEI CMOTPHTE Ha TO, YTOOHI OTIIPABUTLCS B ApraHTap BMecTe CO
MHOM"?

— C 6omBpIIIMM YOOBOJIBCTBUEM, Munenu M3abenia, — MyXKYKWHA TaJaHTHO ITOKJIOHUICS, I'a3a 61ecHyIn
HHTEPECOM.



— BoTt u oTnnuHO.

KamepHCTKH el XBaTUT OOHOM, a OCTAIbHYIO CBUTY OHa coOupanachk HabpaTh U3 BEPHBIX JIIOOEH.
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Bnuxe K Beuepy TeJIEIOpPT IPUHSJI HEKOTOPOE KOMUYEeCTBO Oaraa, a Tak e OrOBOPEHHEIE KOPOJIEM

ApraHnTapa gecsiTh nepcoH. M3abenny, CKPHITYIO MJUTIO3UEHN U YKYTaHHYIO [0 TJ1a3 B IJIAII C KAITIOMIOHOM,
BCTpeTuna gejeraius. Ho camMoro Koposst cpeu HUX He OBbLIO.

He To, uTO 9TO ee obumemno. Ho ma, yepT mobepu, ma! OHa Bce-TaKu IjlaBa COIpeneTbHOT0 IoCyIapCTRa.

YTOOH OTBIEYLCS OT HEIIPUSTHHIX MBICJIEH, ToKa I preH BaxKHO OOIIaCs C BCTPEYaBIINMU UX
coBeTHHUKaMu, M3abejiia cTajla He3aMeTHO OCMaTpPUBaThCs. PaHbIle el He IPUXOAUJIOCh ObIBATh MajlbIlle
rpaHuI] COGCTBEHHOTO KHsIXKecTBa. KOHEYHO, 30ech, B ApraHTape, BCe 3HAUUTEJIFHO MacmTabHee U
foraue, yeM qoMa. BO3MOXKHO, 3TUM U OOBSICHSJIOCH CTOJIb HEIPUKPHITOE IPEeHEOPERKEHNE CO CTOPOHEL
xeHuxa? TpymHO cka3aTh. BO3MOXKHO, [Jis1 3TOT0 OBLIM UHBEIE TPUYWHEI.

Ho 3ayeM-TO 2Ke OH IIocBaTaJiCAd K HEU OeCATh JIeT Ha3am?

B aToM OBIJIO KaKas-TO CTpPaHHas TaliHa, ¥ OHa coOupasach ee y3HaTh.
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Ero BenuuecTBo HopGepT ApraHTapCKuil B 9TOT MOMEHT HAaXOJAMUJICS B IIOKOSIX CBOEM HBEIHEIIHEe! ITacCuH,
neny AMenuHOH. B G0JIBINON, POCKOITHO 00CTaBIEHHOMW ITOCTUHOM OBIJT HAKPHIT YKUH [JIT OBOUX. APKO
ropenu 3a4YapoOBaHHBIE CBEYHM, OTPaXKAasaCh B 3epKayax. A B COCegHeH CIlajbHe [apujl IPUSTHLIN I0IyMpaK.

Yepes OTKPHITYIO OBEPH OBLIO BUAHO IMIMPOKOE JIOXKe ¢ OanpgaxuHoM. Ha Brie9aT/isiomed CBOMMHU
pasMepaMu KpOBaTH culesla XKeHIuHa B 9hGbeKTHOM HerNuKe U cMa3bIBajla PYKH CIafKo MaxHyIIUM
KpeMmoM. Kaszarnocs, OHa IOTJIOIIeHa STUM 3aHATHEM, OMHAKO Ha caMoM [eJie, JaMa 30pKO cJefua 3a
MYy2K4YMHOM, 3aCTHIBIIUNM B TOCTUHOHN y OKHa.

MyxunHa OB KPACUB TOM CBOe0OPa3HON KPACOTOM, YTO CKJIaAbIBAE€TCS U3 CHUJIBI, MyKE€CTBEHHOCTH,
BIACTHOCTHY M OOraTCTBa. A Kakas YK K 9TOMY IIpUJIaraeTcsl BHEIIHOCTD, KaK IIPaBUJIo, He BaxkHO. OJHAKO
B 9TOM CJIy4Yae ¥ BHEITHOCTD He MojaKaydana. [la gaxke ecinu OBl He Tak, MyKYuHA ORI KOPOJIb, ¥ 9TUM BCE
CKa3aHo.

B mBeph rOCTHMHOM IOCTUHOM MOCKPEOIUCh, 1 Tequ AMeNIUHOa 3aMepia, OOPaTUBIIKUCE B CIIyX.
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fBuncs moBepeHHBIN. HopOepT Kman ero.

— Cup... — Haval 4eJloBeK, pacClIapKMBasCh M KOCSCh Ha OTKPBITYIO ABEPH CIlalbHU.

— bnuxe K geny.

Hrak.

HesecTa npubkrina.

OO0 3TOM ero BeIUYECTBY OOJIOXKUIN CPa3y XkKe, KakK TOJIBKO cpaboTas mopTai, HaCTPOEHHEBIM Ha
KHs12kecTBO CaBocTusi. Kopoiib BRICITYINIAN JOKJIAM C KaMEeHHBIM JIMIIOM, U II0 er0 BUAY TPYOHO OLIII0
TIOHSITh, UHTEPECYET JIU ero BooOlle 3Ta uHpopMaIus.

A cefiyac OOBEePEHHEIH COOOIINII MOOPOOHOCTH.
— IecsaTh YesioBeK, KakK Bhl PacCIOPSOUINCh, cup. barax ymakoBaH KOMIIAKTHO, HUKAKOTO Ileperpyasa.
Ha ceii pa3 Koposb CiyIana BHUMAaTEIbHO, U ¥ HETo AaxKe Hadaiau GopMUPOBATHCS IIEPBHIE BHIBOMEI.

HeBI/IHa OKa3aJilaChb BECbMa JIHCHHHHHHHpOBaHHOﬁ. fABunace B CPOK, BEIIIOJIHUJIA €TI0 TpeGOBaHI/IH II0 YUCJIy
CBHUTEI U KOJINYECTBY Garaxa. YecTHo TOBOpP4, €ro BEJIN4YEeCTBO O2KHKOAJl KalIDU30B 1 He0O0OCHOBAHHEIX
npeTeH31/1171, IIOTOMY YTO KEHIINHBI B006U.Ie CKJIOHHEI BC€ YCJIOZKHATE.

OueBupHO, OBINIA TaK paga M CYACTIMBA BHIOPATHCS M3 CBOETO MEABEXKBETO yIila, UYTO TeIepsb OymeT
BCSIYECKHU A0CaXKOaTh eMy CBOel 6JIarofapHOCThIO U IIPelaHHO 3arfsgfgblBaTh B I1a3a. [Ipu 3TOM MBICIIH
My2K4MHa noMopinusics. Kcratu o riasax.

Od)I/II_II/IaTI]:HOB InpengcTtaBieHne COCTOUTCA 3aBTPaA, HO XOTEJIOCh ORI 3apaHee 3HaTh, C 4YeM IMIPUOETCA
CTOJIKHYTBCA. CHpaI.HI/IBaTI: OOBEPEHHOI'0, KaK BBRITJTIAOUT 3Ta KHA2KHA U3 CaBocTuy, KOPOJIb CHUHUTAJl HUXKe
CBOEro fOCTOMHCTBA, OOJHAKO MEICJIb 006 aTOM IIo4eMy-TO He JaBajla IIOKO4A, IIOCTOAHHO CBep6ena Ha I'paHHu
CO3HaHuAg.

OH HeTepHIenIuBO MOBE IIeel U IIarHyJI B CTOPOHY. [lOBEpEeHHEBIN GBI JOCTATOYHO OMBITEH U 3aTPOHY I
WHTEPECOBABIIYIO KOPOJIA TEMY CaM.

— Yto KacaeTcs BHEITHOCTH negu M3abesibl, TO TYT TPYAHO YTO-Tu0O0 CKal3aTh, CUP.
— B cMBICTTIE? — KOPOIb HAXMYPHUIICH.

Bce-Taku ypomuHa? DTOT0 €My TOJILKO He xBaTajio. M Tak mpumeTcs mepecunuBaTh cedsi, YTOOH JIeUb C
Hell B KpoBaTh. Eciiu OB He HE0OXOIHUMOCTb...

— 3... — 3aMsIcs YeJloBeK. — HpOCTI/ITe, CHUD, MHE He yaaJIOCh HUYEero pa3rjiasaaeThb 10 IIJIalllOM. OpgHo
MO2KHO CKa3adThb C YBEPEHHOCTHIO, JIeOH NOBOJIBHO BEICOKA POCTOM OJId OEBYIIKU U CTpOfIHa.

Y Kopoiss HEMHOTO OTJIETJIO OT Cepflia.
— Hackonbko BhICOKA?

Cam HopbGepT AprHaTapCKui OLIJT BEICOK POCTOM U IIPEKPACHO CJI0XKeH. He XoTesiock OB, YTOORI €ro XXKeHa
OBlJIa KaK KajaH4a.



— Bawm GyrmeT mo mieda, — CKa3ajl HOBEPEHHHIH, CKOIB3HYB B3TJISIIOM 110 CTATHOM KOPOJIEBCKOM GuUrype.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi 1[apujio MOJTYaHue, ¥ B HAaCTYMuBIIeH Tuirie HopGepTy HEeCKOIbKO pa3 CBIIIAIUCh
IITOPOXHY M3 CHanbHU. Jlemu AMenuHIa IPOSIBIsAIa HeTepIlleHue U JTIo60nETCTBO. OOQHAKO Yy KOPOIIS
OCTaBaJIUCh eIlle BOIIPOCHI.

— Pa3smecTtunu?

— Ha, cup. B Tex IMOKO0sX, 4YTO BBl IpUKAa3aid BEIOEJIUTE.

— Brinu nIpeTeH3uu, MoXKeIaHua?

— ITo pa3menienuio? Het, Hukakux. Ho, HACKOIBKO S MOT ITOHSTb...

OmnsATh HAaBI3YMUBHIM IIOPOX U3 CIAIbHU. [loueMy KEeHIIIUHEI HEe YMEIOT [Iep2KaThbCs B paMKaX B He XOTST
TIIOHSTH CBOEro mecta?!

— OcTanbHOe 3aBTpa, — Pe3Ko mnpepsai ero Hopbepr.

YenoBeK TYT ke OTKIaHsancsa. HopOGepT mpoiien K CTOy ¢ HeTPOHYTHIM Y2KUHOM, Hanun cebe BUHA B
f6okasn. OTIUII TJIOTOK ¥ 3aMep, I'JIAAS B IPOCTPAHCTBO. TeHb HEYNOBOILCTBUS IIpobexkKara II0 JIUIY.

Hocne3aBTpa Y Hero CBaJIbGa.

Iecsitb neT Hop6GepT OTTATUBAJ 3TOT MOMEHT U TIATEeIbHO u3beras TI00bIX KOHTAKTOB. [JIT 3TOTO y
KOpPOJs OBIIM CBOM TIpUYMHLL. Ho maxke HaeguHe ¢ caMuM co6O0M OH OTKA3bIBaJICS 3TO 06CyXKOaTh. XyxKe
OBIJIO APYTOE...

— Cup? Brl upgeTe, MOl rocymapb? — MOCBIIIANICA TOMHO-KAIIPU3HBIN I'OJIOCOK U3 CIIaJIbHU.

XKenmwuH B noctenu y Hopb6epTa mobriBanmo MHOTO. Cefiyac TaM 0O0CHOBaIach OJIMCTaTeIbHAS JIeOU
AmenuHpma. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT y KOPOJIsi He ObIJI0 HACTPOEHUS TIPOAOJIKATh IOCTEILHEIE UTPHL.

He T'OBOPYA HU CJIOBA, OH IIOCTaBHJI HEeOOIUTHIN 0GOKaJl Ha CTOJI U BEIIIE] U3 IIOKOEB.
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Kak Tonbko 3a KOpOJieM 3aKpPHIJIaChk OBEPh, 2KEHIIMKWHAa TYT 2Ke IIOOCKOYHJIa C KpOBaTu U 6pOCI/IHaCL B
TOCTHUHYIO. ITogxBaTuiIa Co cTOsa OOKa, XUIITHO OPUINYPUIACh.

Bremun! He Bce, HO 3TOT0 JOJI2KHO XBaTUTh.

OnHa HajuIa HEMHOTO B APYroi 60KaJl, HaKJIOHSISI €T0 U3 CTOPOHKI B CTOPOHY, TaK YTOOHI TOOOITBIIIE
0CTaJIoCh Ha CTeHKax. [IoToM B3siyia TpaduH ¢ ocTaTKaMu GEJI0TO BUHA W, BOPOBATO OTJISIOLIBASIChH, BBUIMIIA
cofiepKuUMoe B OOJIBIIYIO IIBETOYHHUITY 3a OKHOM. ITocTaBuia rpaduH Ha IpeKHee MeCcTO U CHOBa
robGexkarsa B CIaJbHIO.

Temeps ocTaBamoch XKaaTh pe3ynbTar.

Jlegu AmenuHpOa ORINTa JajeKoO He MePBOM. 3a 9T JecsTh IeT (a BIpodYeM, ¥ M0 TOT0 TOXKe) MHOTHE
IIBITANTUCh IOAJIUTH KOPOJIIO IIPUBOPOTHOE 3€JIhe B BUHO, B CYII, B PACCOJI ¥ fJaxXKe B CPEACTBO II0 yXOoOy 3a
3ybamu. OTKyma BceM uM OBIJIO 3HATh, 4YTO Ha HopGepTa ApraHTapCcKOTo MIPUBOPOT He AeHCTByeT? A BOT
noyemy... Ho aTo Ovlyta ero jmuHas TaliHa.

kekok

W3 mokoeB m000BHUIIE, KOPOJTb HATIPABUJICS B TO KPBUIO 3aMKa, TAEe 0 eT0 IPUKA3y Pa3MeCTHUJIN TOCThIO C
ee cBUTOM. B aTOM u He ObIJI0 0C060¥ HEOOXOOUMOCTH, HO OH XOTEJI YOOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO ET0 HEBECTA
pas3MellleHa KakK I0jlaraeTcs, ¥ 3aBTpa He OyeT HUKaKUX CIOPIPU30B.

K ToMy ke, oH coGupa’icsi IPOBEPUTH IOJIyYeHHBIe cBemeHus. YeM Gosbie nHGOpMauu, TeM aydiie. I1o
CJIOBaM NOBEePEHHOI'0 BEIXOIUJIO, YTO 9Ta HeBulla U3 CaBOCTUY CKPOMHA U He NOCTaBUT eMy IipoGieM. Ho...
Yepr 651 ero nobpasn. Uysicss BO BCEM 3TOM KaKoO#-To onBox, u HopbepTa nmoueMy-To TAHYJIO Tyda Kak
MarHUTOM.
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IMoGpaThCsi 4O TOCTEBOTO KpPHIJIa 0Ka3aJI0Ch He TakK-TO IIPOCTO. CTOMIO OTONTH HEMHOI'O OT ITIOKOEB JIEOHN
AMenuHOB ¥ CBEPHYTH 3a YTOJI, KOPOJII0 HaBCTPedy Kak OBl CIIy4YalWHO MMOTaIuCh genu JlunuaHa u
Kopusasnna.

— Cup, KaKas npusiTHasi BCTpeda.

[TossBUNKCH, CIIOBHO HUOTKyHda. be3 cBUTHI? Y KOPOJIst BOOOIIe BO3HUKIIO OLIYIIeHUEe, YTO OJIUCTAaTEIbHEIE
maMbl (00e B pa3HOe BpeMsi COCTOSIJIM B €T0 II000BHUIIAX) IIPSTAIUCh 3a To0ejIeHOM. A Cy[s 110 TOMY, YTO
BCE 3TO IIPOMCXOOUIIO B HEIIOCPEICTBEHHOM OIM30CTH OT IIOKOEB Iequ AMENHHIE, OHU ellle u
MMOATJISSAbIBAIN. 3HAJM, YTO OH HE MMeeT OOBIKHOBEHHS TaCKaTh C COOO0M CTPaXKYy, PEIINIIN TOOJIOBUT.

Hop6epT cyxo KuBHYJI 060UM U XOTeJI TpoUTH MuUMO. OTHAKO JaMbl TYyT XKe IePerOPOaUIM CBOUMH 100KaMu
KOPHUOOP U Hadalu IpUCcenaTh, JEMOHCTPUPYS BHIJIOKEHHEIE B IEKOJIbTE COYHBIE TIPEJIeCTH.
MHOTO3HAYUTENbHBIE YIIBIOKY, XUIIIHLIN OTOHBb BO B3T/ISOaX.

— HoOpkIii Beuep, Iegu, — IPOTOBOPIII OH U BCe-TaKH IIPOIIEeNI TapaHoM, eI UX I00KHU, TaK U
HOPOBUBIIINE TPUJIMITHYTEL K €T0 HOT'aM.

Bcmenm eMy mOCHBIIIIAIICS BOCTOPXKEHHBIM B3[I0X U IIEMHOT.

Kopomnp 3akaTui ria3a. OH He ocTasicsa y legu AMeJIMHOL Ha HOYb. Temepsb maMbl MOCYUTANIN, UTO €€
3Be3[a 3aKaTujlach, M 3HAYUT, Ha HETO CHOBa OyeT OTKpPhITA 0XOTa.

2KeHIInHLI Y2KaCHO HaBS34YMUBHL.

Ho aTo necTumno ero camomioburo. Ha ryfax Koposi 0603Ha4YuIach CaMOOOBOJIbHO-TIPeHEOPEeXKUTETbHAS
ynbibka. ITo cgacTrio, Gomblile TOOOOHBIX «3acaf» Ha ero IIyTU He BCTPETUJIOCh, U €TI0 BeJIN4YeCTBO
HopGepT ApranTapckuii moOpasicsi I0 TOCTEBOT0 Kphijia 6e3 ITPOUCIIIEeCTBUH.

Ho 3axomuThk Tyma OH He cremrui. He xBaTao emie, YTOOH ¥ KOTO-TO CIIOZKHJIOCH BleYaTIeHWe, YTO OH
MIPOSIBIISIET K IOoCThe N3 CaBOCTUM KaKOU-TO mHTepec. Koposbk 0CTaHOBUJICS B XO0JIJie U IIOfI03Ball K cebe
HavaJbHUKA CTPAXKU.

TyT-TO ¥ BHISICHUIJIOCH, YTO HE TOJILKO €My YCTPOWIU «3acamy» OucTaTebHbBIE JaMbl KOPOJIEBCTBA.
Oxka3zaJjioce, He yCIlejia ero HeBeCTa Pa3MeCTUTHCS B CBOUX OKOSX U IPUCTYIUTD K YKUHY, K HEN
TOTITaJIaCh MPOHUKHYTH TJIaBHAs ABOPIIOBAs CIJIETHUIE, jiequ Biusapma Oyko.

OH ene ymepxarscs, YTOObl He CIUIIOHYTh Ha IToJi. CTOMIIO TONBKO IPENCTaBUTh, YTO 3Ta HefajeKas IeBulla
n3 CaBOCTUM MOTJIa TOW HabOJITaTh, M KaK MOTOM CTapas CIJIETHUIIA MOTJIa IIePEBPATh M BHIBEPHYTH €€
cnosa?! A Bupouem, Hop6epT u Tak yKe OpequyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3aBTPa BECh €ro ABOP OyAeT 3yHeThb OT
CaMbIX HEBEPOSITHBIX CIIJIETEH.

[TneBaTh. Cryxu ero He Tporanu. Ero BeIM4ecTBO COCTPOUII KAMEHHOe JIUII0 U [/ Hayajla CyX0
TTIOMHTEPECOBaJICSI COCTABOM CBUTHI CBOEM HeBeCTH. Y 10 Mepe TOTo, KaK OH CIIyIIal JOKIaf,
03amayuBaICs.

— OpHa KaMepucTka?

Hop6epT nomopmuicsa. Hu KoMIIaHEOHKY, HU Ay3HBHU... ITO BooOIIe, mpunudHo? HaBepHsaKa 9Ta KHSIKHA
OemHa KaK [IePKOBHAS MBIIITh.

IJo HErO JOXOOUIIM CIIyXU O TOM, YTO B cocemHeud CaBOCTHU TO HeypoxXKal, TO MOp, a KHA3b bepHxXapn yxe
IATH JIeT KaK CKoHuYascs. [IpaBna, 3a mocnegHue OBa rofia OH HUYEro TaKoro He CiHIIan. B mo6oM
CciIydae, 4TO MOIJIa CHeaTh OeBUIla, KpOMe KaK OKOHYATEIbHO Pa30PUTh OTIIOBCKOE KHIXKECTBO?

M 3TO maxe XOPOILIO, TEéM OXOTHEe OHA IIPUMET BCEe ero YCIIOBHUS.

OTBIEKIIINCh OT CBOUX MEICJIEM, €r0 BEJIMYeCTBO CHOBA BCJIylIaJICA B TO, YTO HETPOMKHM OOBEPUTEIIbHBIM
LIEeIIOTOM I'OBOPHUJII €My Ha4YaJIbHUK CTPaXKH.

— Mar?
— [Ia, cup. A Tak Ke yIpaBasiOIUY U HIECTh YeJI0BEK JINYHOU I'BapOouu.

IToxoxke, OHa BeChb CBOM ABOP IIpUTAlIMIIa ciofa. HeyeM miaTuTh XKajoBaHue? ByneT KaHIOUUTD, YTOOLI OH
B3sIJI IOA, CBOIO PYKY €€ yilepOHOoe KHSIKeCTBO. JIUITHSST TomoBHAsA 00b. Bce Tak mpefickadyeMo, YTO ero
CTaJIO 3aJIMBATh MOCAMOH.

Kopons momMopmuics, orjisigeBasichk 110 CTOPOHAM, BAPYT €r0o BHUMAaHUE IIPUBJIEKJIO CTPAHHOE ABUKEHUE



CO CTOPOHEI KOpUA0pPa AJIS CIIYT.
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PasmecTtunace U3abenna co CBoel CBUTOM OLICTPO, IIOTOMY YTO JIIOAEH y Hee OBIII0 MUHUMYM, KakK U
faraxa. A BOT IIOKOU UM OTBeJIM TakK ce0e, B CDaBHEHUM CO BCeM OCTAJIbHLIM, YTO OHA BUeEJIa B 3TOM
3aMke. [To Oe3nukoi 06CcTaHOBKE HE TPYAHO OBITIO AOTafaThCs, YTO UX IIOCEIUIIN B TOCTEBOM Kpkhlie. Eile
U IPUCTaBUIU CTPaXy.

E#t Bory, myutre 65l OHa IIOCENUIACh B KAKOM-HUOYIb IIOCTOSJIOM OABOope Aprantapa. Bo BcsakomM citydae,
omyiiaja 65 ceOsl Ha CBOel TeppUTOpUH. XOPOIIo, XOTh KOMHATHI PACIiojlaraiich PIaoM U ObIJId CBSI3aHEbI
MexXKpay coboil BHYTPEeHHUM KopupopoM. He xBartarno ere, 4TOOB UM IPUXOAUIOCH XOOUTh U3 KOMHATHL B
KOMHATy MUMO CTPaXMu.

Crapsiil ypasisiomui 'prueH BO3MYIIIAJICs, OHA TOJIPKO IToXKaJjla mjedaMu. ITO HUYero He moOaBIsijio K
chopMUPOBABIIEMYCS Y HEe 3a 9TU OecsTh JieT 06pa3y ero Benudectsa Hopbepra ApraHTapckoro.

ITocrne TOro Kak BCe ObLIM MIPUCTPOEHEI, M UM ITOfanu yKuH, M3abenna BeI3Bana K cebe brmanta. Mar
SIBUJICS CPa3y, ¥ BUI Y HEro OBLI IIOA03PUTEJIFHO AOBOIbHEIN. OHa TOIBKO cobpajiach CIIPOCUTh, B YEM
mesio, KakK OH MPHJIOKUJI Hajell K rybaM ¥ HampaBUJICS K ABEPSIM.
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Y Mara ObLI TaKO¥M TaMHCTBEHHBIN BUM, 4TO M3abernsa HEBOJIBHO 3aCThHIIQ, A Ha HEro BeITapalleHHbBIMU
rimazamu. OH HECKOJILKO CEKYH] IPUCTYIIIUBAJICS, IIOTOM CAEeall JIOBKHUH TacC IPaBoi PyKOM, HAKUIkIBas
Ha KOMHATYy IoJior 6€3MOJIBUS. A BOT 3TO OBIJIO Y2Ke NWHTEPECHO.

— Macrtep bnaH, He TOMHTE, YTO TaM IPOKUCXOOUT? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA IIIEeIIOTOM.
TOT MHOTO3HAYHUTEIILHO II€BEIbHYI OPOBBIO M BBHIIAIT:

— HecMmoTpst Ha TUXOe U HE3aMETHOE TPUOBITHE, MHEI YK€ BBI3BAIA TYT aXKUOTaXK.
U, oTBeuas ee Ha HEMOU BOIIPOC, HOOABHUMI:

— BoT npsiMo celiuac Kk HaM Yepe3 KOPUTOP IJiS CIYT JIOMUTCS HeKasd maMa, KOTOPYI0 3aBOpadyuBaliv y&Ke
oBaxkpowl. U...

— nv

— Barm cynpyr 3pecs.

— Yro?

— Ero BenuuecTBO HopOepT AprainTapCKuil 3meCh COOCTBEHHOM ITEePCOHOM.
910 3actaBuno Uzabenny HampsadbCs.

— YTt0 eMy 30€eCh HyKHO?

Mar yguBJIEHHO BBITAPAIIUIICS, KaK ObI HAaMEKas Ha TO, YTO €T0 BEJINYECTBO, MEXKAY IIPOYUM, B CBOEM
moMe, OMHAKO OTBETHJI IIPOCTO:

— B maHHBIE MOMEHT OH [OMIPAIINBAET CTPAXKY.

— O uem?

— HackombKO s MOTY TIOHSTH, O Bac.

— 060 MHE? — OPOBU OEBYIIKU YOUBIEHHO BCKUHYJIUCE.

Kaxk-To 9T0 B clmoxkuBIIHiics y Hee oO6pa3 HopbepTa ApraiTapCKoro He BIIHMCHIBaaoch. OHa OTBEpPHYIAaCh U
roxajsa mje4aMu.

— Hy uTo, nequ W3abema, BriOuparite, — cupocun bnan. — Yrto 6ymeM AenaTh, IPUIOTHUMEM II0JIOT
TaMHbI, U1 OCTAaBUM BCe KaK €CThb?

[Tosnor TawHHL... JIToOUI Mar TeaTpajibHBIE 9)MEKTH.

— [lymaro, ocTaBUM.

— U BaM coBceM-COBCEM HEe MHTEPECHO MOCIIYIIATh CIJIETHU U B3TJISHYTH Ha KOPOJIA?
— Huckoneko.

IleTckoe HemoyMeHue 0003HAYUIIOCH BO B3TIsAAe Mara, Kak 6yqTo ero HecIpaBeaIuBO JIUIIWIN CIaIKoro.
Ho TyT M3abea moBepHyIach U, 3arOBOPIIUYECKH TTPUIIYPUBIIKUCE, JoOABUIA:

— Ho mHe Ob1710 OB YEePTOBCKH MHTEPECHO IMPOTYJIATECS II0 3aMKY.

[TocMOTpeTh Ha BCe CBOMMU TJla3aMH, IIOCIYIIaTh, YTO TOBOPST CIIyTH. YTOOHBI 3HATD, C UEM IIPUOETCS
CTOJIKHYTbCS 3aBTpa.

— Ilopg unmio3ue, padyMmeercsa. CocTaBUTe MHE KOMIIaHUIO?

— Munenu, 1 — Bcerga, — BIaHT IPUIOXKUI PYKY K CEPAIy ¥ PACKIIaHSIIIC.
— Bot u ornmnyHO. bnnaHT, y Bac HauAeTcs JIUIITHUAY IIIall?

— Obuxaerte.

OH 3amyCTUN PyKy KyOa-TO 3a CIIMHY, KaK Oy[TO IIapujl B IPOCTPAHCTBE. Y BRITAIIWUII OTTYyda
IIPOCTEHbKUM, HO BIIOJIHE IIPUIUYHBIA TEMHO-KOPUYHEBHIHM KoCcTioM. Cyas 110 pa3Mepy, KOCTIOM OBLT Ha
Masnb4HKa. A CJIemoM ellle OH BBIHYJI M3 IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOI'O KapMaHa He(OoJIbIIoro pa3Mepa MATKHIe



CaIlOKKH.

— BoT, munenu, BaMm noimeT. OneBaiiTeck. Y Heuero cMesaThes. [a, s1 6epekHO XPaHio CBOU IETCKUE
BeIIIN.

Boo06111e-T0, 3TO OBIJIO CMENTHO, TTOTOMY YTO O€PEKJIMBOCTh Mara JaBHO BOIIJIA B TIOTOBOPKY.
— 9... Cnacu6o, — npomsamnuia Y3abenna, crapasch He YIEIOHYTHCA.

ITogxBaTHujIa KOCTIOM M CaIlOXKKH ¥ ITo0exkaja B IPYyTryio KOMHATY. BEICTPO mepeofiesiach, Ipeaynpenunia
KaMepHUCTKY:

— Menucca, MeHsT KaKoe-TO BpeMs He OyneT, eciiu I'pueH BOPYT mo4ueMy-Tu00 KHHETCS MEeHS MUCKATh...
— 3uato, munenu. Ber cnuTte. He BOJIHYHTECH, UOAUTE, TYT BCce OymeT B IMOPSOKe.

Temnepb MOKHO OBIIIO MATH Ha pa3BeOKy. YBUOEB ee Mar, 0O0OOPUTEIbHO XMEIKHYII.

— Temnepdb UNIO3UsI, — IPOOOPMOTAT COCPEOOTOUYEHHO.

BreITSIHYT BIiepeq JlaloHY, U Yepe3 CeKyHAy BMecTo M3abesiel TaM CTOsIJIa ero yMeHbIlleHHas Konusd. He
XBaTaJIO TOJILKO OOPOIKM.

— Hy? Kak BaM HOBasi BHEUTHOCTh?
[Toka oHa paccMaTtpuBaia cebsl B 3epKajie, Mar BOPYT CHOBa 00PaTU/ICS B CIIyX M XMBIKHYII:

— O, ero BeIUYECTBO PEIINUI CAaMOIUYHO 3afepzKaTh HAaCTHIPHYIO TOCETUTENhHUIY? CHaeTcst MHe, YTO HacC
obeperaioT, akKu IPaAKOH CBOE COKPOBHIIIE.

— YT0? — He nousa M3abemnna.

[Tacc pykoi#, u mojyior 6e3MoJiBUs paccesiyicsi. Co CTOPOHHI BXOa B KOPUIOP AJISL CIYT AeNCTBUTEJIHFHO
CJIBIIIIAJIUCH TOJIOCa. BU3TINBLIM M3BUHSAIONUNCS TaMCKUU ¥ HEJOBOJILHBLINM HU3KUU MYyKCKOH.
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YepT ero mepHYI coBaThCca Tyna!

CTONIKHYTHCS HOCOM K HOCY C IIEPBOU CIUIETHUIIEU KopoyeBcTBa! U raoe?!

— Ax, cup, Kakas BCcTpeua... — [1oefajia ero rjiasamu negu bnusapmga Oyxko.
Hop6epT roToB GBI JIOMHYTH OT TOCA/HI.

— YTo BEI 37eCh JejlaeTe B TaKou 4ac, negu Pyko? — Ccpocusi oH CTPOro.

Ha mMpauHO# KOpOIeBCKOM (GU3NOHOMHUU HE OTPAaXKajloCh HUKAKUX YYBCTB, OMHAKO OH IPEKPacHO
0CO3HaBaJI, YTO He MPOUMET ¥ YeTBEPTH Yaca, KaK BeCh 3aMOK OyaeT B Kypce. CTapasi CJIeTHHUIIA eIrle
KaKoe-TO BpeMs KymaxTajia, I0OTOM HaKOHeIl yIIljla. A OH IepeBeJI B3TJIA[ Ha HadalbHUKA CTpaxu. TOT TyT
Ke CMeIaJiCs U OTBEPHYJICS B APYTYIO0 CTOPOHY. [I0OTOMY YTO B3TJISI[l €T0 BEJIMYECTBA CYJIUII Kaphl
HebecHEIE.

— Bymert uTo-TO 0m006HOE, HEMENJIEHHO CO00IaTh MHE, — PACHIOPSIUIICS OH U YIIEJI, OUIyIasi, YTO eIlle
HEMHOTI'0, ¥ eT0 IIPOCTO 3aTONUT HEOOBSICHUMOE pa3fpaxkeHue.

HauanbHUK cTpaXxu Mojda IPOBOAMUII €T0 B3TJISIAOM U TOJIBKO IIOTOM BEILOXHYII C oberyeHueM. Kakoe-to
BpeMsi B TOCTEBOM KPBIJIE Ilapuiia TUIITMHA U CIIOKOoMCcTBHEe. Ho BCKOpe ABEPH AJIs CIIYT OTBOPUIACH, OTTy/a
HEe3aMEeTHO BBICKOJIb3HYJIM ABE MYXKCKUe (PUTYPHl U CBEPHYJIN B OIUKANIITNI KOPUOOP.
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Bo3MOKHO, ero BeTMYeCTBO HAIIPABHUJICS B CIAJIbHIO, MJIM ellle Kyga-HuOynb, TOe MOXKHO OBIJIO OBI C
MIPUSTHOCTLIO ITPOBECTH BpeMs?

Hert. OH KpyKuJI BOKPYT TOCTEBEIX IIOKOEB KaK HEIPUKasSHHLIN. CTpaHHas TsATa, CMeIllaHHasI C MUKUM
pasgpaxeHueM, Gygopazxuia KPpoBb U He aBajia eMy VHTH OTTyHOa. B KoHIle KOH1IOB, HopGepT mepecunun
cebs. 3amepcs B KabuHeTe. Ycian K 4epTOBOH MaTePH BCEX, XOTEJIOCH ITOOBITH OTHOMY.

Hanun cebe nomHBIM O0Kal KPENKOI'0 poMa, OTKUHYJICS B Kpecjie U 3aMep, IPUKPEIB I'Jla3a.

OH npeKpacHO 3HaJI, YTO 3TO 3a IIoraHoe 4yBCcTBO. HopOepTy ApranTtapckoMy OBINIO yKe IBafllaTh CEMb,
myMaii, mpoHecno. Ero npenkoB oHO HacTuramno paubire. Hagesncs.

YTto ¢ HUM OBIJIO, KOTHa OeCsTh JIET Ha3aj OH BIepBbie omyTusl 3TO. OX0oTHUIICS HefdaleKo OT TPaHull, U eTo
BOPYT IIOHECIO K 3aMKYy KHsI3s BepHxapga. Y3HaTh, UTO ero HapedYeHHasl COIIIMBasi JeBYOHKA.

[a nmeBaTh eMy Ha Hee Obino! ITme-BaTh.

OnpokuHyn B cebs 60Kana OQHUM TJIOTKOM. KPermKuii pOM ITOMOKET BEIBETPUTH U3 T'OJIOBBEI MBICITH 000 BCEX
9TUX OypalKUX POOOBHIX TaliHaX. Y B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YeT0 OH TaK pa3BOJIHOBaJICA? Bcero nuinb Kakas-To
MBIIIL 3 CaBOCTUH.

HooyMmaTs He ycHoesl.
Ero onsate HempeonoauMo IIOTSAHYJIO KyLa-TO B CTOPOHY T'OCTEBOT0 KphIJia. A IOTOM ellle Kyfa-To B

cTopoHy. Ecnu 661 KOPOIb HEe 3HaJ, YTO AeBHIla CeYac CIIUT B CBOEH IIOCTENIH, OH MOT OHI MOKJISICTHCS,
4TO...
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PazymeeTcs, Mizabenna u He cobupanach CliaTh, y Hee ObIIM Ha 3TOT BeUep CBOU IIJIAHHI.

[Tepern TeM, Kak UM BEIOPATHCS Ha NPOTYJIKY, Mar IIPOBEJl HHCTPYKTUPOBaHMe, 160 HEKOTOPhEIE MOMEHTHI
cyuTasl Hy>KHBIM OTOBOPUTH 3apaHee.

— Munepnu, KXMMM, — ITPOKAIIJISIJICS OH B KYyJIaK, BEIPA3UTEIbHO BCKUIBIBAsA OPOBU U youpas co 1ba
YepHYIO KaK CMOJIb IPSIOh BOJIOC. — BEI TEeph MOJIOIOU YEJIOBEK, BECHMA... KX-KXMMM...
NIpUBJIeKaTENIbHOM OIS XKeHCKOT0 110J1a HapyKHOCTH.

HeT, ona Bcerpa mpeqmnosarasna, 4To bimaHT cuuTaeT ce6st HEOTPAa3UMEIM, HO 9TOT €ro xkect. 1 B3rmsam.
I'maBHOe celuac OBIIIO HE pacCcMesThCs. [IoToOMy OHa Ha BCSIKHUH CIydail HaCTOPOXKUIACh.

— n?

Mar coBepIeHHO CePhe3HO MOSICHUIT:

— B®I o1KHEI OCO3HABATh, YTO K BAM MOXKET OBITh IPOSIBIIEHO HEJIBYCMBICJIEHHOE BHUMAaHUe.
A pmarnblile yxKe, He JOXKUAASICh TTYIIBIX BOIIPOCOB C €€ CTOPOHEI, BhIAA OTKPHITHIM TEKCTOM:
— XKenmuHel OyQyT BellaThbCsl BaM Ha II€l0, IOHUMaeTe?

CekyHnny M3abesnia cMOTpesa Ha HET0, a IIOTOM COBEPIIEHHO Hemomo0aomuM 06pa3oM pacxoxoTanacsk. 1o
Hee TOJIbKO Ceidac MOIIIO0, YTO BHEITHOCTh ¥ HUX cefiyac IMOYTH OflMHaKOBasi. B[S, YTO TOT KaK-TO
00MKEHHO COMUT, a KPHIJIbST HOCA Pa3AyBalOTCs, OHA TYT JKe MOKasIachk:

— He BomHy¥TeCh, MacTep BaHT, 2KeHIIIWH S CyMeIo IOCTaBUTh Ha MECTO.

3ps OHa 9TO CKa3sasa, IOTOMY YTO Ha JIMIle y Mara oTpa3uiach Macca MPOTUBOPEYUBEIX YyBCTB. Hafio OBIIO
HCIIPABJIATE IIOJI0OKEHHUE.

— U 3... — moBeputenbHo noBepnana M3abenna. — IToBephTe, MOe ITOBEAEeHNE HU B KOel Mepe He OPOCUT
TEeHb Ha Ballly MyXKCKYI0 penyTaluio.

KaxeTcs, y HEMOHMYECKOI'0 Kpacaslia HEMHOTO OTJIETJIO OT CEePAlla, ONHAKO OH B3IJISHYJ Ha Hee KaK-TO
MIOO3PUTEIBHO U NEJIOBUTO MPob6opMOoTal:

— Hapo xoe-uTo no6aBUTh IJIs IIOJIHOTH COOTBETCTBHUS 00pasy.

U npexpe, uem M3abena ycrnena BO3MYTUTHCS ¥ BOCIIPOTUBUTHCS, BCKUHYJI PYKHU K ee ropiy. [Tacc.



— Hy-ka, monpo6yiiTe 3arOBOPUTE.

HOHpOGOBaJ‘Ia. BwMmecTo IIPUBBIYHOI'O IIPUATHOI'O 2KEHCKOI'O I'0JIOCa IIOJIYYHUJICA J'[OMaIO]l[HfICﬂ IOHOIIIECKUH
bac.

— Bort Tak cooTBeTcTBHE NONMHOE. Terneps HAalo 0OCYAUTh, KaK MBI Oy[IeM IepeMeIaThCs M0 3aMKy, BMECTe
UJIN TIOPO3HB?

— KoneuyHO mopo3ub, — npobacuia Msabenna. — U mepromndyecku BCTpedaThCs AjIsi oOMeHa
uHpopMaIen.

— Torpma BOT BaM KJTyOOK, — Mar CyHYJI eil B PyKy HeuTO, HallOMHHAaoII[ee CIIyTaHHbIH KOMOK HUTOK. —
9TO IOMOKET OTHICKATh UCXOOHYIO TOYKY, TO €CTh, 3TH IIOKOU. A TaK XKe Me... HET, 3TOTr0 He Hafo. B
of1ieM, s Hauay Bac caM. B ciydyae BHe3aIlHOM OITAaCHOCTH, — OH CHOBA MOPHIJICS B KApMaHe ¥ BHITAIIWIT
OTTyHa CBUCTOK. — CBUCTHETE, 51 IIOSIBIIIOCh MTHOBEHHO.

Bce aTo M3abemna paccoBana o KapMaHaM, Hy a Jajibllle OHY, IPUMEHUB HeOOIbIION OTBOS I'1as,
BBICKOJIb3HYJIM Yepe3 ABEPH AJISI IPUCIIYTH U CBEPHYIH B OuKalimmii Kopuaop. Beixona u3 Hero GbIIO OBa.

— BcerpeuaeMca KaxXOBIM yac, — IIpolillesiecTesl Mar, IIoKa3kiBasi el ZKeCTOM B KOHell KOpUAopa, a caw,
HErpoMKO HalleBasi YT0-TO OpaBypHOe, YIaIUJICS B IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOM HaIllpaBJIeHUH.

kokok

H3zaberia BHE3aIHO OCTaJIach OOHA.

OrpoMHBIN YyXKABIM 3aMOK, ITIOJTHBIM HE3HAKOMEIX TIOOeN. A y Hee TOJIbKO MOTOYEK NPSIXKHU B KapMaHe —
MIyTeBOOHAS HUTh 0OPAaTHO B TOCTEBHIE MTOKOM, M CBUCTOK. OOHAKO 3TO OHIJI0 MHTEPECHOE MPUKIII0YEeHHE.
[TocTosiB TaM ellle HECKOIBKO CEKYH], OHa OTIIPaBUIaCh U3y4aTh 3aMOK.

KoreuHno, TyT ObLI0 BecbMa 60raTo, IIBIIITHO U...

OdYeHb CKOPO y AEBYIIKU OBIJIO YCTOSIBIIIEECST MHEHUE O IAPSIINX 34eCh HpaBaxX. CTOUI0 HEMHOTO OTOUTH
3a IOBOPOT, HABCTPEYY MIOIANINCh ABE CIIy’KaHKM, U TYT XKe B3I ee B 000pOT.

— O#, KaKOM XOpOLIEHbKMH!
— Monomoii roCcIofuH, IoMAeMTe C HaMu... BaM mmoHpaBuTcsi, oberaem!
— Ilpoctute, negu, — mpobacuna M3abesna, HAKIIOHSS TOJIOBY U IIBITASICh IIPOCKOYUTL MUMO. — 91 crermry.

Ho He TyT-TO OBLIO, HEBUIIEI TOJIPKO PACXOXO0TAJIMCh, IOACTYyIast Onuxe. Mactep bBnaHT oka3aJjics mpas,
MIPUIIJIOCH BXOOUTH B 00pa3 U MEHSTh TaKTUKY.

HN3zabenna nmpeacraBuiachk CEKpeTapeM... ma-fa, ToM caMoi KHAXKHBI u3 CaBocTuu. MHTEpec MIrHOBEHHO
CMEHUI MOJISPHOCTh. Temneps ee, TO €CTh, Kero», C TOPSIIIUMHU T'Ia3aMU BLICIIPAIIMBAI O TAUHCTBEHHOMU
HEeBeCTe KOPOJIsi, KOTOPYIO TyT HUKTO He 3Hall.

O cebe Mzabenna mMoria Ovl pacckasath MHOro. Ho 3auem? OHa meMKaTHO IIepeBesia pa3roBop Ha
Opyryio, 6ojiee MHTEPECHYIO [AJis Hee TeMy. [leBywIKu 66360KHO KOKETHHUYAJIN U JIOMAJIUCh, HO BCE XKe B
00MeH Ha HeKOTOphIe NO3UPOBaHHbIE TYMaHHEIE CBeIeHUS BhIIANH IeHHYI0 HHGOPMAIINo.

MoxKHO CKa3aTh, TeIIephb OHa 3Hasna o HopGepTe ApranTapckom BCE.

C KeM ero BeIHYeCcTBO ciai. ITpoie OBIsI0 6B CHPOCUTh, C KEM OH ellle He cmaln. KTo ceiiyac HaXOOUTCA B
ero IOCTeJH, U KTO Ha oYepenu. A TakxKe OHa y3Halla, YTO MEeCTHBIe JaMbl 00eCIIOKoeHkl. 160, SIBUCH
HeBecCTa C IIOMIIOH, BO BCEOPYKUHU CBOEM KpacoThl ¥ 60raTCTBa, 3TO OBIJIO BOCIIPUHSATO HOPMaJibHO. TO eCTh
B INTHIKHU. A ceddyac OBOP B CMATEHUM, OT 3arafl0YHOMN KHSKHBI U3 3aX0JIyCTHOM CaBOCTUM HE 3HAIOT YETO
KIOATh.

He Tpymuo 6B1710 moramaThCs, YTO €i o6ecrieyeHa yTPOeHHas [03a raJlocTed U 0C000 TEIINIbIN IIPUEM.

3a 9T0 BpeMs OHU YCIIeJIM Hape3aTh HeCKOJIPKO KPYTOB II0 KOPUAOPaM 3aMKa, a «CeKpeTaplo KHSIKHEI»
TOBE3JI0 MOJIyYUTh [Ba JeCsATKa MPUTIAIeHU Ha CBUAaHue. [I0TOMYy YTO KOHTUHTEHT AeBUI] C KaXKIbIM
HOBBIM KOPHUIOPOM TIOTIOJTHSIJICS.

kkk
B KOHIle KOHIIOB, €i YyIOM yIaJoCh YCKOIb3HYTh U OCTAThCS OTHOMU.

He Hano 65110 60bIe B300pazkaTh TaJJaHTHOTO JaMCKOT'0 YTOOHUKA, U (GaTOBCKAas YIbIOKa MEIJIEHHO
cnosnzna ¢ nuna W3abensbl. Tak 3HAYUT, [T0KA OHA 30ECh IPOTYJINBAIach, €€ KOPOHOBAHHBIM KEHUX



01aromOIyYHO JIeXKall B IIOCTENIH C OJHOM WX CBOMX ITPEKPACHBIX JTI0O0BHUIT?
YepTOBCKH IIPUSATHO CHHINATh. Ee ax mepemepHyIo.

OnHaKO IPOIIes MOYTH Yac, CKOPO HOJIxKHa OBIJIa COCTOSITHCS ITepBasi KOHTPOJIbHAS BCTpeda ¢ BraHnToM.
Henmamexo OB IPOXOH, BeOyIUi Ha BHYTPEHHIOO JecTHUIly. M3abesa ornsigenack o CTOPOHAM U
CBEpHYJIa B IIPOXOL.

U TyT XKe yTKHYJIACh HOCOM IIMPOKYIO ¥ KPETIKYI0 MY2KCKYI0 rpynb. OHa TOJIBKO yCIlejla MUCKHYTE,
notupas ymubiaeHHbN HOC:

— BnaHT, 4epT... B He MOTJIH OCTOPOXKHEee?
CunbHBIE PYKHU €e TPSAXHYJIX 3a MJIe4Yr, a HaJl TOJI0OBOM IIPO3ByYasl I'PO3HLIN T'OJIOC:

— KTo0 THI 1 YTO 37€eCh fesiaellhb?
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Manpynunika. CMa3nuBeIf COMISK. Eciu O He...

OH ObIT yBepeH!

OTnenun ero ot ceds U KakK CJIeAyeT TPSIXHYI 3a IJIeYH.
— KT0 TBHI 1 YTO 37IeCh JeIaennb?

Cnsps Ha Hero, HopOepT uCHBITEIBAI OUKOE pa3gpaxkeHue U gocany. M HeIOHSITHOE MPUTSIXKEHUEe. ITO
MIPHUBOAUIIO KOPOJISi B GEIIIeHCTRO.

FOHel1 Ka3asncs HallyraHHBIM ¥ Tapallluil Ha Hero riasa, HopOepT ¢ oTBpallieHueM MMoyMall, YTO TOT
ceddac cnon3eT B 00Mopok. OOHAKO MaJIbYUINKA Ha YOAUBJIEHHWE OBICTPO OBnamen coboii. Bamepayn
og0OPOMNOK U MOBEJ IJIeYaMH, 0CBOO0XKOAsICh U3 3axBaTa. A MOTOM OTCTYIIMJI Ha LIAT U JOBOJIFHO U3SIIITHO
TIOKJIOHUJICS.

kkk

Korma 3To Ciy4Yuiioch, OHa MOYEMY-TO CTPAIIIHO Pa303/IKUIach ¥ IOTOBa ObLa JIOMHYTh OT JOCAaJbl Ha
HUAMOTCKYIO CUTyaluio. Tak Hesneno HapBaThcs. M Ha koro??? Ha camoro koponsa! Ho kakoro geprta?! On
JKe ceryac MOJIZKEH JieXKaTh B IIOCTEJIU C OOHOM M3 cBoux j1r000BHHII! C 3TOH nenu AMENIMHOON, NI KaK ee
TaMm... Kopusanmoii!

B 9TOT MOMEHT 3a CIIMHOM ero BelnuYecTBa IT0Ka3anach OiemHas U BEITAHyTas GusroHoMmus BiaHTa, u BCe
cpagy ctano abcypaHee B pa3wl. M3aberry oxBaTtuiia HeoObsICHUMAs MaHWKa. Mar ToXxe He SBJISJI celdac
co6oit 06pas3el] co0OPa3UTETbHOCTH, PA3UHY POT OT U3YMJIEHUS U XJIOIIaa rjla3aMu.

Ho TyT KOpoib 0YEBHUOHO YTO-TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ U CTal obopaynBaThCs Ha3zad. Het! XoTenock 3aBOMUTH €1,
a roJjIoC Kak Hasjo, nponaj. ITo cyacTbio, Mar ycrnes BOBpPeMsI UCUE3HYTh OTTy/Aa OT Ipexa Iofasble.
Kennx M3abetel TOBEPHYJICS 00paTHO, a OHA YyTh He Ocejla Ha IT0JI OT Cl1aboCTH.

Temeps B KOPUOOPYMKE KPOMe HUX HUKOTO He O6vu10. Ho jmydre ot aToro He craso.

[ToToMy 4TO MyKYWHA, CKMMAaBIIWY €€ IJIeYr, CJIOBHO TUCKaMu, OBIJI 3aBOpaxkuBamwIe crpameH. Kak
OBIBAET CTPAIlEH TOIbKO I'PO3HBIN XUITHUK. O, OHA XOPOIIIo moHuMajsa, 4To HopbepT ApranTapCcKui
3aCIIy2KUJI CBOIO cjaBy. CIMIITKOM MHOTO B HEM OBLIIO 3TOTO... HACTOSAMIEro MyKckKoro. Cuiel. BnactHocTH,
KOTOPOM HEBO3MOXKHO HE ITOTYUHUTHCS.

HMMeHHO 9TO ¥ 0Tpe3BuiIo M3abenny. OHa cMoria B3sTh cebsi B pyKu. OTCTymuIIa Ha LIaT U Jaxke
YMyOPUIACh BHATHO IPOTOBOPHUTE:

— 4 3... MeHs... — ele OBl SI3BIK He 3areTa’scs, 6b10 OBl 3TOPOBO, OAHAKO OHA BCe XKe Impobacuia: —
MeHnst 30ByT Ans0epT. f cekperaps nequ M3abesibl, KHSIKHB CaBOCTUMCKOM.

— CekpeTapn?!

My}K‘-II/IHa BOPYT IIOOAJICs BIlepen, BIINBASACh B Hee I'OPAIIINUM B3I JIAO0M. 'maza 3m0 IIPUITYPUIIHCE,
CHUJIBHEIE, CJIOBHO CTaJIbHBIE, IIAJIBIIBI C2KaJIUCh B KYyJIaK. H3abenna HEBOJIBHO BBITAHYJIACh B CTPYHKY U
OTKHHYJIaCh Ha3an.

«[TpubbeT», — UCIYraHHO MMHUCKHYJI PACCyHOOK.

— Kakoro yepTa THI 3[€Ch OeJjlaelllb, €CJIU Thl CEKpeTaphb KHIXKHBI?

— 4 a... — mpomsiMnuia oHa. Hy He cka3aTh XkKe, YTO TaWHO LIMTHUOHUIIA 33 HUM.
— Wnu, MoXKeT OBITD, THI IIITUOH?! — KOPOJIb MPUABUHYJICS elle OIuxKe.

— 4 npocto 3abnynuincs! — psaBkHyna W3abesa, y KOTOPOi ax 3yObl 3aHBUIM C OCAOH HA UOUOTU3M
CUTYyalluH.

U aT0 ObIJIa MCTUHHASA ITpaBaa. [IoToMy YTO OHa He 3HaJjia, B KaKOM-TO TOYKE 3TOr0 TUTaHTCKOI'0 3aMKa
HaxoguTcs. [lo Marmdeckoro KiyOKa ceidac Ob110 He mo6paTthes, a BiaHnT GaromonyyHno ucnapuics. Ila
maxe ecym OBl Mar ¥ OBLI 3[eCh, OHA OBl He PelIniach IPU3bIBATh €r0 Ha ITOMOIIb. TOIBKO HE IIPOTUB
KopoJis!

ITonoxeHue axoBoe, Kak TrOBapHuBaJia UX KyXapKa, HO Haao BBI6I/IpaTBCH.

Ho xak???



A ero BeIM4YeCcTBO XKEHHUX KakK 6y,]1TO IIOBEPHUJI CKAa3aHHOMY. CMeHUII THEB Ha MUJIOCTh, U TAKOE ITOBEJEeHHNE
XUIITHUKA I0Ka3aJIoCh €¥ BO CTO KpaT OIlaCHee.

skksk
Ax, cekpeTaps...

3To XOTh 4TO-TO OOBSACHAIO. [[MKass HEPBO3HOCTh HEMHOTO OTXJIbIHYJIa, HopGepTa oTnycTuno. Bumgumo,
II[EHOK IIOCTOSTHHO TOPYHUT PSINOM C IEBYOHKOM, BOT U «IIPOMUTAIICS». HO TyT U3 riayOuH OYIIN IPHUIILIO0
BeCbMa TEMHOE YYBCTBO.

HackombKo e GJIM3K0 3TOT CMa3J/IMBEIM MaIbUHIlKa MOANYIIEH K Tey?!

Ero BenuuecTBO HEOXKHUTAHHO IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 AYIIMUT OeCIPUYNHHAS 3JI0CTh. XOTS HET, IPpUYHHA Y
ero 37I0CTH KakK pa3 Onirta! Cefiyac OH MBITAJICS IIPUIIOMHUTH [0 MEI0Yel, YTO UMEHHO TOBOPHUIIN €My O
CBHUTE HEBECTHI MOBEPEHHBIN ¥ HAaYaJIbHUK CTPaXKMU.

OmHa KaMepucTKa — AeBulla, OOWH yIPaBISIOIINYE — CTAapPUK, OOUH Mar — MyXKYWHA CPeOHUX JIEeT, U
IIIeCTh TBapHeuleB JTUYHO TBapOUu.

W Hukakoro cekpetaps!
Kaxkas-To ommbka? Wnu oHa ero B 6araxe nmpose3na?!! Ho Torma, momy4daeTcs...

MEICTIH BEPTENIUCH B T'0JIOBe ero BeuuecTBa HopOepTra ApraHTapcKoro ¢ OeIleHol CKOPOCThIO, a
HacTpoeHue mopTusiock. OH C OTBpallleHueM 0CO3HaBaJll, UYTO I0HeIl xopoI coboii. 1 YEPT BBl ET'O
ITOBPAJI!!! Ero K HEMY IIOYEMY-TO TSHET.

Kak k... Hop6epT BOApyr Ha KaKoe-TO MTHOBEHHE YCOMHUJIICS B cefe U y2Ke 3a OOHO 3TO rOTOB ObIN
CBEPHYTB 9TOM AeBUOHKe u3 CaBOCTHUM ee TOHKYIO IIel0. A MaJbYHUIIKa — CeKpeTaphb TakK U CTOSIJI IIPOTUB
HETO U IISTUJICH.

Koposnb penmun gelicTBoBaTh UHAYE.
— CekpeTaphb, TOBOPHUIIL? — 0OMaHYHUBO MSATKO ITPOU3HEC OH, OTJISIOLIBAS €TO0.
— Ha.

— U 910 XKe TH TyT memamn? — CIIPOCHIJI, IPUOBUT'AaACh K IIaPHIO, KOTOpBIfI II049eMy-TO Ha4aJl KOCUThb
T'JIa3aMU I10 CTOPOHaM

— 9, KXMMM. MHe 3aX0Tel0Ch 3... ITUTh, ¥ S PEIINUI BLHIUTH, IIONCKATh KyxHI0. Ho 3abmymuncs.
Bce 9T0 Hemmoxo 3ByYasno, BOT TOJIPKO KYXHsI HaXOOU/IAaCh B ITPOTHUBOIIONI0KHOM KOHIIE 3aMKa.
«Bpet», — mogymain Kopoib. — «HaBepHSKa IIITHOHUII».

Ho Bupa He mopasn. OH n300pa3uil MEMMOE COYYBCTBUE U ITOHUMAOIe KUBHYJI. [Ipexe Bcero, Hamo OBIIO
pa300paThCs, YTO 3[EeCh IPOMCXOOUT, M KAKOTO YepTa 3TOT I0HEIl TaK CTPAHHO er0 MPUTIATUBAET. A YK
IIOTOM OH COOUMpAaJiCSd BEITPSICTH U3 CBOEM HEeBECTHI BCIO mpaBay. Ho 3To 3aBTpa.

Hop6epT JIETOHBKO XJIOIIHYJI MaJIBYUIIKY I10 IIJIedy, IIOTAHYJI B CTOPOHY JIECTHHUIEI ¥ IIPOTOBOPHUII C
yIIBIOKOM TOJIOHHOTO TUIPa:

— Hy uro Xk, moiigeM, BHIIbEM, Pa3 yK THI 3a0NIyOUIICS, ITapeHb. A 3a0IHO pacCcKaxKelllb MHe O CBoel
rocmozxe. Trl BeOgpb X04ellb IUTh, ga?

kokok

[Tomuira onacHas UTpa. HO BHIXOZa OPYroro He OLLIO.
H3abenna oTBeTHIA:

— Ha.
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['nsams Ha To, KaK ero BelIu4ecTBO yBOOUT M3abermy, Mar 3aMeTasics B y&kace. OH HeIIJIoOX0 3Hal MyXKYHUH,
¥ [OCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIIO IPENCTaBIIsAI cebe, YTO MOKET MPOU30UTH. K TOMY Ke, KOPOJIb OB SIBHO CEPOUT.

U Hapo xe OBIJIO TaK HEKCTATH Ha HETOo HaHOpOTBCH! Bort Bnumniu Tak BIUOIIH...

[TomoOGHBIM KOHGY3 CIIYYHUJICS B XKU3HU MacTepa braHTa nuilk ogHaxawl. Eme Bo BpeMeHa
6J1aroCcI0BEHHOM I0OHOCTH, Korfia banT yuuiics Ha nepBoM Kypce Marudeckoy Akagemuu. OH U ABO€E €ro
TOBapHIIEN yapasu C JIEKIIUN TeOPEeTUYECKOro MaraHanusa. HamckyuHneiuii ObII IPEAMET, YTO CKa3aTh.

[TpoGupanuch OKOIbHBIMHU IIYTSIMU B OOIIIEKUTHE [JIS afelITOB, B KapMaHax JoOphIi caMOTroH, 3a0opucToe
moiso. 3y60CKaIuIIi, ¥ COBEPIIEHHO CIIy4aliHO HAIIOPOJIUCh B KOpUAOope Ha camoro Pektopa. Kyma Tonsko
meBaJluCh aryioM0 ¥ IOHOIIeCKasi oTBara. Y BCex TPoux OblI OJIeHEBIN BUO ¥ MOKpPBIe HOTH. ITocie Toro
Clyd4asi OHU MecCsiI] MBIJIM TTOJIbl Ha Kadeape MaraHamu3a.

Hert, moToM OHU, KOHEYHO, CTaJIX OIEITHEE, OCBOUJIM IIPHEMEI pa3Hiie. Y mpodee...

Ho aTo Bce Bor ¢ Hum! Tak, HEKCTATH BCIJIBIBIINE BOCIOMUHaHUSA. Celiyac Hamo OBIJI0O CPOYHO
U3MBIIIIATEH, KaK BI3BOJIUTH KHAXKHY U3 IIeNIKUX JIall ero BeJIN4YeCTBa.

U B 006111eM, HUYET0 OPYTroro eMy He yOajoCh MPUAYMaTh, KaK MPUMEHUTh OJHY CTapyIo JTOMAIIIHIO0
3aroTOBKY.

kekok

My4YnHa OBUTAJICS CTPpeMuTenbHo, M3abenne NIpUXOAUIIOCh IOCEBAaTh 3a HUM. TsKenas KOPOJIeBCKas
pyKa CKHMaJla ee IIJIed0, ¥ oulyIana oHa ce6si He CIIUIKOM yBepeHHO. OmHAKO0 IIepBO€e BOJIHEHHE
IIPOIIJIO.

Ia, cuTyauus UAUOTCKAasi, HO He ChECT XK€ OH ee, B KOHIe KOHIIOB. XOT...

IleByIlIKa OCTOPOZKHO ITOKOCHUJIACh Ha MYXKUYHMHY PAgoM. OT HEro UCXOMUJIO CIHUIIKOM 0CSI3aeMOoe
pa3gpazxkeHue U ellle YTO-TO, Yero OHa HUKAaK He MOTJa OMpenenuTh. M BooOIe, OH IToKa3ascs el KaKuM-
TO CJIIMIIKOM OOJIBIINM, KECTKHUM, OIIACHEIM.

YV Hee HEBOJIBHO BHIPBAJICS B3[0X. X0TeNa MPUKITIOUEHUH? Y3HaTh 0 HeM O0JbIme?
OHa npoKallsiachk.

— 9... Munopp, MBI pa3Be He B KyXHIO HallpaBiIsieMCs?

Koponb TonbKo KOCO B3T/ISIHYJ Ha Hee U JIETOHBKO MOATOJIKHYJI BIIEPEL.

[TousiTHO, 3HAYUT, HEe B KyxHI0. HO KyHa 2Ke OH ee BegeT? YOPaHCTBO BOKPYT CTaHOBUJIOCH BCe Goradue,
TOSTBUJIACH TTapya, IT030J10Ta, IOPOTOe OpyXkKKe Ha cTeHax. M3aberia HEPBHO OTISHYIACh IO CTOPOHAM.
BoT xke Bnumna...

U TyT eil BOpyr npuUnuio Ha yM, 94To BraHT MoXkeT 3a0UTh TPEBOTY.

EcTecTBEHHO, B IIOKOSIX €€ He HauayT. | pueH KMHETCS TOCPey HOYM Pa3bkICKUBATh €€ 10 BCeMY 3aMKy. A
manbllle — IOJHBIM Kapays. YyTh OypHO He CTalo.

Hapo cpouno BEIOMpaThCS. A Kak?!

— Munopm, — Hadajia OHa, Ipo0ys ITOBECTH MJIEYOM U U30aBUTHCS OT XBAaTKU. — MHEe HaOO BEPHYTHCH,
MOSI TOCIOXKa...

— Hy}KJIaeTCH B TBOUX yCJIyraxX gaxe HOYBIO? — HUPOHUYHO CIIPOCHUJII KOPOJIb.

OHa He BHUAeJIa ero jaulia. Ho mpo3ByYano CIUIIIKOM ABYCMEBICJIEHHO, U 3a HacMemkoi M3abemnna
SIBCTBEHHO yJIOBUJIa phiyaliue HOTKu. U pazosnuiack. YepT Ovl ero mobpan! 1o 4To errne OB 32 TPSA3HBIN
HaMmek?!

CaM TOJIPKO M IOejlaeT, YTO MEHSeT JIIOO0BHUII, PEIINJI, YTO M OHa TaKas?

— Hert, Mmunopn, — cyxo mporoBopusia AeBYIIKa, CTPSAXUBAsI €0 PYKY C Ijieda, OTKyHda TOIBKO CHJTEL
B3anuch. — Houblo MUIegu B MOUX yCIIyrax He HyKIaeTCs.

OpHako OH cpa3y JXKe BEepHYJ PYKY Ha MecCTO.

Kaxkoe-To BpeMs CIIBIIIAJZIOCh TOJIBKO IIIYMHO€ ObIXaHHWEe MY2XKYUHEI U €€ coOCTBEHHOE cepane, CTy4daBlliee B



yIIaX. A IOTOM HEIMOHSITHOE OIIyIl[eHHe CTal0 IIPOHU3LIBATh ee, KaK Oy[TO BO3OyX MeXOy HUMH CTYIIaJICs.
YyBCTBO TakKoe, Kak OyATO OHa B HEM TOHET, KakK OyATo 3To mornoiaeT ee. M3abenna monpoboBasa
OTCTPaHUTHCS.

— A B YeM HYZKIaeTCs TBOS T'OCIIOXKa? — BOPYT YCJIBIIIIAIa OHa SI3BUTEIbHHIN I'0JIoc. — 3aueM BooOIIe
KHskKHe CaBOCTUMCKOU cekpeTaph? OHa 4TO, He yMeeT IucarTh?

CromnbKo fila ¥ IpeHebpezkeHNs ObLIO B €ro rojnoce, 4To M3abesna NpocTo 3af0XHYJIachk OT 3JI0CTU. ITO
6rimo HEBE2KJIMBO!

— Mos rocnoxka, — Havasa OHa, C TPYLOM COepKUBaAsICh. — YMeeT...
IIoTOBOPUTE €l TaK U He yOasioCh.

Skkk

Heob6bsicuuMoe TBOpuUIIOCH ¢ HUM. HeoObsicHuMOE!

Hop6epT 6b11 B30EIIEH.

MarnbyYHIITKa BIIOJIHE MOT OBITH JTIOOOBHUKOM €ro HeBeCTh. OH HUKOTa He 3a[yMHBIBAJICSI O TOM, YTO TaKoe
B IIPUHITHIIE BO3MOXKHO. A cefiyac 3JI0CTh ITOACTYyIIaja K ropJly ¥ Ha4WHaia QyIIUTh.

Ho etrie 6oee CTPaHHBIM ¥ HEOOBSICHUMBIM OBLIIO TO, YTO MaJIbYHINKA MTPUTATHBAI ero. KOopoiab He MOT
pa3obpaTscs B cebe, IOTOMY U TaIllUiI ceddac ¢ coboi cekpeTapst 9TOM KHIXKHEI U3 CaBOCTHUH.

A cMa3z3nuBBIM TafieHBII CMEeJl AeP3UTh U [epKaJjicsi 3aHOCYUBO.
W KaxXKpOpiii ero gep3KUi OTBET CJIOBHO LIEIISIJI YTO-TO BHYTPHU HETO CaMOro.

Ho mouemy?! BoT 3TO u clieoBasio BEIICHUTh. UTO OH coOuparscs genaTth? [la MPOCTO HAMIOUTH IIIeHKa, a
masbllle OH caM BHIOOJITaeT eMy BCe. BOT TOTBKO KOPOJIb HE 3HAJI, XOUET JIM OH CJIBIIIATh 3TO 8CE, U OTTOTO
eltie Oomnblie 37muiacs. [IoToMy 4To, eCiiu 3TO Tak, TO...!

EmMy camomy Hazo OBIJIO BRIIUTH. [IDOYUCTUTE MO3TH.

Kakoe-To Bpemst oHU 1ty Mosda, 1 HopOGepT morpys3usicsa B ce0si, MPUCITYIIUBAsICh K omymeHusm. o
KabuHeTa 0CTaBaJioCh COBCEM HEMHOT0. Briepenu Masiumiia elne ogqHa pa3BUIIKa, U BCE.

U Bopyr B3peB! [Tockimanack KaMeHHAas KpOIlKa, KitybaMu B3neTena 6enas neinb. OH gaxe He ycIien
co00pa3uTh, 4TO OejaeT.

IToka He ycnsIIan:

— Ox, cup...?! — Bejioe mbIeBoe 0071aK0 Paccesjiock, U Ha HETO, PACKPBIB PTH OT U3YMIIEHUS,
Tapamuiucs genu Jlunuana u negu Kopusaspa.

Korpma coo6pa3wusi, KOTro OH IIPOJOJIKaeT KPEITKO CKUMATh B 00BATHUSIX, OBIIO yKe mo3mHo. HopbepT
MeOJIEHHO BBEINIYCTHUJI MAJIbYHUIIKY, BEIIIPAMMUIICA U IIAarHyJI K HUM.

— Jlegu. — pHIKHYI OH. — B®I 4TO-TO UCKanu?

— Hert-HeT, cup... YTO BHI, Ballle BEIUYECTBO... — JaMbl 3aIlIpPHUCeOalii, MeTs I0JI I00KaMH, a CaMU Tak U
BIIMJIMCH B HETO B3TJISAOaMHU.

VY Koposst pa3oM pa3bosenucs Bce 3yOHL.
— ¢ Bac He 3aepKHUBAI0, I€¥, — OTYEKAHUII OH U MaxXHyJ PYKOM.

Iamer ucnapunuch. Elfe HECKOIBKO MIHOBEHHUM KOPOJIb CTOSIJI, YCIIOKAaWBasi JbIXaHUe ¥ CXKUMas KyJIaKH,
oTOM OOEPHYIICS.

Tak u 3Han!

MarnbYHUIIKY CeKpeTaps TaM yKe He OBLIO.
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OHa XKe He ycliejla HU49ero NOHATh!
LIepHYTHCS He ycIejla gaxe. A Jasblie...

CTOmIIO TOJIBKO KOPOJIIO BEIITYCTUTD €€ U3 O0BSITUM U OTBEPHYTHCS, Kak M3abety yTSHYIU B CTOPOHY .
HenponwuiiaeMsIil ToJior yIaja, MTHOBEHHO OoTpe3asi ee U MacTepa braHTa oT BCcero, 4TO IPOUCXOIUIIO
cedyac B KOpupope. B3bepolIeHHbIN ¥ HEPBHEIN Mar CcAejiaa CTPAIllHbIe IrJ1a3a ¥ IPUJI0XKUII Iajiern K
rybaM, IpuKa3bBasg Mon4yaTh. HampacHoe npenynpexkaeHue, oHa Obl ¥ TaK HU 3ByKa He uspana! OT 11oka
¥ Bo3MyIeHus y 3abesibl IPOCTO OTHSIJICS S3HIK.

[ToTOoM OHU YHOCHUIH OTTYyHa HOTH, U Aejlajid 3TO 0YeHb OBICTPO, ITOKAa €Tr0 BeTUYeCTBO He COOOPa3uiI, 4To
mpoucxonuT. Korma oToIINMM Ha JOCTAaTOYHOE PACCTOSHUE, Y Mara HaKOHEeIl pa3Bsa3alics A3bK. [la 94To Tam
TOBOPHUTH, Y MacTepa biaHTa ropenu MalbYHINIEeCKUM 3aJ0POM T'jla3a, a POT MIPOCTO He 3aKPHIBAJICH.

— Vxxxx, munenu! Hy u 3amanu BEI MHe Kapy!

OTBeTUTH OHa MOTJIa TOJILKO MondaHueM. U npsitana nuno. be3 komMmeHTapues!

kokok

Ha camom mene, mactepy BnaHTy OBIJIO YEM TOPOUTHCH.

CHauajla, KOHEYHO, OH HEMHOI'O PACTePSICs, HO MOTOM OBICTPO MPOAaHaJIM3UPOBAll, Kya UMEHHO KOPOJIb
MOT IIOTAIIXUTh 3aXBAa4Y€HHOI'O BPACIIJIOX «CEeKpeTapsa». n IIpUIleJI K BEIBOOY — B KaﬁI/IHeT! Ho I[eﬂCTBOBaTB
Hago OkIJIO0 6e3 MPOMEeOIeHUSs.

Mar prickio 3a0ezkan Bliepeq. 3acei B 3acajie, YKPBITHIM I10JI0OrOM HEBUOUMOCTH, U CTall XpaaTth. Mosich,
4TOOHI €70 PacyeThl OIIPAaBOAIMCh, ¥ Ha XOAY BRIAYMEIBAJ 1y1aH «B». [To c4acThio CTpaxu TaM He OBII0, HO
BOKPYT KaOuHEeTa MPOTyIUBAIUCh JaMOYKH, Cy[s II0 U3BICKAHHBIM TyajieTaM, OJIuCcTaTe bHbIE JIeAH.

He Hapo 6®ITH ceMu msified Bo N0y, YTOOH! lOTaaThCS, OHU TOXKE MOMKHUAAJIM TaM KOpoJisi. [laMbl
mocTaBunu BraHTy HeMano HEPBHEIX MUHYT. OCOOEHHO KOTHa, IPOXOIs MUMO, IEeIISI/TH IPSIXKKH eTo
Tydeb CBOMMU HEOOBSITHEIMU I00KaMU. A OH CTOMYECKHU TEPIIEJI, BZKUMasCh B CTeHy. HakoHely
TIOCJIBIIIIAJINCE TSIXKEeJble CTPEMUTEIILHEIE IITaTH eTr0 BeIMYeCcTBa, ¥ Mar MIOHSJI — IIopa.

U Taxk yma4yHO BCe CJIOXKUIOCH! B 9TOT MOMeHT GucTaTes/IbHEIe JaMbl KaK Pa3 TOIBKO YTO CKPHIIKUCH B
OmMxKalIIeM OTBETBIIEHUH KOpHUAopa. BlaHT OCTOPOKHO 3allyCTHUII PYKY B MPOCTPAHCTBEHHHBIN KapMaH U
BEITAQIIWJI OTTyOA WIyTeHHYyI0 6oMO0uKy. OHU ellle Ha IPEAINOCIeqHEM Kypce oHaAenanu tTakux. Hy u
nonOpOoCUIH B OYIIEBYIO JKEHCKOT'0 KOpPITyca Ajist abutypueHToB. [IlyM moy4usics 3HaTHLIN, TOJIbIE
abUTypHEHTKH BEICKAKMBAJIKM B KOPHUIOOP B YeM MaTh poausa. [IByX ero Apy3e# Torga 4yThb HE OTYHUCIIUIIH, a
ero npoHecJio. HemocpencTBEHHO B 3TOM aBaHTIOPE OH YYaCTUS He IPUHUMAIT.

B cuny mpupopaHoit 6epekIuBOCTH, MacTep BIaHT XpaHUII CBOM «CHapPSA», KaK ¥ MHOTHE OPYyTue MUJIbIe
cepnuy Bemunsl. Ho ceiiuac mIpunIo BpeMs IYCTUTH €T0 B IeNCTBHE.

[Tlap, cripeccoBaHHLIM U3 TalbKa, MeIKOU amebacTpOBOM KPOIIKKA U 0COOBIM 00pa30M 3a¥apoOBaHHOMN CyXOi
YTTIeKUCIIOTH, OB pa3MepoM C anenbcuH. OcTaBaIoCh TOIBKO BOBpPeMS ITOAOPOCUTh €TI0 U aKTUBUPOBATh
3aknuHaHue. Y on ycnen! Kak Pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTr'la OJaMbl, IIPDUBJIEYE€HHbIE€ IIIYMOM IIaros, 681"0M
pa3BepPHYIHUCH 00PATHO.

B obmieM, Bce cpaboTano Kak Hamo, 9QGeKT OB ITOTPSICAIOIIHIHA.

kekok

IMoTpsicatomuit a¢¢GheKT — He TO CI0BO!

OHa Ornlna IIOTPsACEHa 00 TJ'IY6I/IHBI OyIIn. Ha camowm gene I/I3a6enny TPSCIIO OT BOSMYIIIEHUA U 3JIOCTU Ha
HEeJIeIIOCTh CUTyalliuH, 3aTO M3 Mara TaK U II€PJIX BIIeYaTJIeHUd, IIPEAIIOJIOZKEHNA U OCTPOTHI. HpHMO KakK
PaCkKaJiIeHHas JilaBa U3 FJ'Ie3y'BI/I51, HUJIN KakK nnopgolmnenliee TeCTo u3 KBalllTHH.

Ho! CnpammnBaeTcs, KaKoe [IejI0 e OBIJIO [0 TOT0, YTO MOTJIX IIOAyMaTh O KOpPOJie Te JIequ, C KOTOPHIMU
OHU CTOJIKHYJIHCH B KOpuaope?! DTo ero TUYHBIE KOPOIEeBCKUE 3a00Th. [ToueMy 3TO OOIKHO BOJTHOBATH €€
BOOOI11IE?!

N3zabenna go cux mop He MOTJia MPUUTH B Ce6sI ITOCJIe er0 OCKOPOUTEILHOI 0 BEICKA3bIBAHMS, YTO OHA,
BUOUTE JIU, He yMeeT nucaTh! 3ayeM Torga Ha TaKOW XKeHUTHCH?

— 41 ero HeHaBuXKy! OH rpyObIi, 3aHOCUYMBEIH...!!! — mpommunena M3abemna, Korma HakoHel obpena gap
peuu.



Mar Bo33puJICAd Ha Hee C IPUIIYPOM U XUTPO MPOTSIHYI:
— OpmHakKo cracaTh BaC OH KMHYJICS, HEe Pa3ayMbIBasi, MUJIEIH?

— 9T0 BoOOIIE HU 0 ueM He rosoput! ITycTs 65l cebs cracas, a He IPUCTABAJI K Yy2KOMY CEKpeTapio, —
OypKHYyJIa OHa B CEepALax.

3To GBI TOT CaMBIM MIOKUPYIOMINYA MOMEHT, KOTOPHIM OHA KaTeTOPUYECKM OTKa3kiBajachk 06cyxkpaaTh. U
BOOOIIIE, TO3OHO y2Ke OBLJI0 YTO-TO aHAIU3UPOBaTh U 00CYXKaaTh, IIOTOMY YTO OHU HOOPAIHUCh OO0 TOCTEBOTO
Kpbsta. Hago Ob1I0 ;yMaTh, KaK He3aMeTHO IPOCOYUTHCS MUMO BHE3aIlTHO aKTMBU3UPOBABIIIEHCS CTPaXKU U
IIOIIaCTh B OTBEOEHHEIE UM IIOKOH.

TonbKO 3a ABEPHIO OHA CMOTJIa CIIOKOWHO B3OOoXHYTh. Ho Tam M3abeny yke momxkuaana ee KaMepUCTKa
Menucca.

— Hy kak, Munenu, y3Hanu 4To-HHUOyOb 0 Kopose? IlpaBaa oH TakoM... Hy, TaKOWH? — CIIPOCHUIIa
BO30YK[IEHHO, KOTIa OHU OCTAaJIUCh OOHU.

n BO33pUJIaChk Ha Hee, IPDUOTKPEIB POT OT JII000TEITCTBRA.

BoT yxk 0 ueMm M3a6eia TOYHO He XOTeJla TOBOPUThE. MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM, He ofpallias BHUMAaHUs Ha
pa3oyapoBaHKe B rjla3ax CBOeH KaMepHUCTKHU. BEICTPO 3asesa B IIOCTeNIb M 3aphlilach C TOJIOBOH II0[
omesiyo.

O ma, oH Takou. UMenHo takoi! U ere 6oiee.

OcTaBaioCch TOJIPKO IPUOYMaTh KakK el 3aBTpa odulinaibHOe ITPeOCTaBIeHe BEIOIEPKATh.

KKk

Ero BenmuuecTBO OBLII IPOCTO 3071.

[TprKa3an yoBOUTDL CTPaXKy U IIePEeKPHITh BCE BLIXOOLI M3 3aMKa. A caM 3amepcs y ce0s1 B KaOuHeTe H...

Ia>ke He HAIIUJICS.
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He camas npusiTHas O6bl1a HOYb. A yTPOM KOPOJIb YYTh CBET BhI3BaJl HaualbHUKA CEKPETHOM CITyKOHI,
kanuTtaHa ['ypo. Cupmen B KabuHeTe, HeJOBOJIFHEIM U XMYPHIHM, ¥ BEICITYIITUBAT OOKJIAL.

HauvanbHUK CEeKPEeTHOH CITy2KOBI BEIpaXKaJjiCsd OeTMKATHO, HO CMBICH OBII MPOCTHIM ¥ OAHO3HAYHLIM. 3aMOK
KHIINUT TIOObMU. M3-3a mpencTosiel cBagb0bkl HEBO3MOXKHO HM HOPMAaJIbHO MMPOKOHTPOJIMPOBATDL BCE, UTO
IIPOUCXOIOUT B €T0 IIpefesiaX, HU OTCJIEAUTD IIepeMEIEeHUS U CBA3U U3BHE.

Ero BenmuecTBO ¥ caM 3TO IIOHMMAJ. 3HATh ChexXajach OTOBCIOAY, U OyOeT ellle NpUOLIBaTh U IPUORIBATE.
CHYIOT IIOCTaBIIWKH, IPUCTyTra cOumack ¢ HOr. KopoHOBaHHBIE TOCTH U3 CONPENEIbHBIX CTPAH MOKAJIYIOT
CeromHs.

CBanmp0a ke Ha HOCy, Oynb oHa HemagHa! He KaXObii meHb XKEHSITCS KOPOJIH.

OH HeHaBumen 3TO coObTHe. CaM CIIENINI 3aBePIIUTb 00PsIf, IIOTOMY YTO He MOT yxKe 0obIme XkaaTb. U
BMECTE C TEM BCEMHU CHUJIaMU CTPEMHUIJICS OTHAJIUTD IIOCIEeOHIO YyepTy. [ToToMy uTO... BOoT TYyT 1
HaAYMHAJIOCh TO, 3a YT0 HopOepT ApraHTapCKuii TOTOB OBII ITPOKJISICTE CBOMX IIPEOKOB, YePT 3HAET, [0
KaKoro KOJIeHa.

Ho ce#iuac He BpeMst myMaTh 00 3TOM.
Kopomb cocpemoTouusics Ha goKJafe.

CJI03KHOCTB 3aK/Iio4anach B TOM, UTO OH He XKeJajl Y4eTKO GopMyIupoBaTh Mpuka3. Hop6epT He MOT He
OCO3HaBaTh, YTO €T0 IIPOBEJIM KaK MaJIbYUIIKYy ¥ BEICTABUIIN OypPakoM. CIIyCTHUTH 3TO C PYK OH He MOT.
OpHakKo HAYaJIbHUKY CEKPETHOM CIIyKOHBI OBIJIO COOOIIEHO TOJIPKO ONMCAaHME BHEITHOCTH U IPUMEPHBIN
BO3PaCT Pa3bICKUBAEMOTO. [I0TOMY YTO IPEIbSIBUTH IO CYyTH OBLIO HeYeTo. M BooOIIle, HAKaHYHE CBaAbOBI
9TO IMaXJI0 CKaHOaIOM.

OToenbHBIM HETIPUSATHBIM MOMEHT, 3aJl€BIINI ero caMontobre — Korga I'ypo cTanl OCTOPOZKHO U BUTHEBATO
HaMeKaTh, YTO OIMCTaTEeIbHEIE JIEAN MPOSBIISTIOT HE3MOPOBHIM MHTEPEC U MOBHIIIEHHYI0 aKTUBHOCTH B
CBSI3W C OOHUM COOBITHMEM, UMEBIIMM MECTO BUepa. Bo-TmepBrIX, OH caM He ITIOHWMaJl, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, U
3TO BEIBOQIUJIO €r0 u3 cebsi. A BO-BTOPHIX, HopGepT BAPYT 3aMeTHII, YTO eT0 CTaiau 6e3yMHO pa3apazxkaTh
BC€ 3TU JaMbl, CTPEMUBILIMECS IIPaBIaMy M HelIpaBAaMH IIPOJIE3Th B €r0 MOCTEJTb.

— MeHs He HHTEpPeCyeT, YeM 3aHATEHL JIEAHU, — OTpe3as oH. — M JOBOJILHO 06 3TOM.

Kanutan pro YMOJIK Ha CEKYHOY U YCTAaBUJICSA Ha HEro CBETJIBLIMU BOOSAHUCTBEIMHU I'Jla3aMU, OT KOTOPEIX
OOBIYHO HE YKPHBIBAJIOCh HUYET 0. TloTOM DOKIOHUIICS U HaYall:

— Cup, MBI OPUJIOKUM BCE YCHUJIHSI, YTOOBI pa3go0bITh HCUEPIIBEIBAIOIIMEe cBegeHusi. Ho, KxMM... —
My2KYWHa ITPOKAIISIJICS. — Ballle BeIM4ecTBO, MOTY s CKa3aTh?

— TI'oBopure.
— Cup, He CTOUT HEMOOIeHMBATh laM, OHU CIIOCOOHBI OCTABUTDL OOIbIINE HETPUSITHOCTH.

O pa! OpgHa Takas maMa u3 CaBOCTUM y2Ke NOCTaBUJIa €My OTPOMHBbIE HEIIPUSATHOCTU OOHUM (aKToM
cBoero cyllectBoBaHusi. HopOepT ellle HU pa3y ee He BUIEJ, a y&Ke ObLI 301 Ha 9Ty OEeBUIy KaK CTO
yepTei!

OH pe3Ko CMeHUJI 03y U B3TJITHYJI Ha KaluTaHa UCIomI00bs. A TOT IPOJOJIZKAI TOBOPUTE.

— V kaxpmo¥ u3 Halmx OJIMCTaTeIbHEIX JIEOH €CTh ONpedesIeHHbIe ITIO3UIINY 1 IIPeUMYIIleCTBa IIPHU OBOPE, C
KOTOPHIMH OHH HE I0KeJIal0T PacCTaThbCSa. A BIUSATENbHBIE POOCTBEHHUKY UX B 9TOM TOIBKO IIOAOepKar.

Hexopomas ynbi6ka 0603Hauunach Ha JIule Y KOpoJis.
— B&I ceiiuac MeHs IyraeTe W ONBEITAaeTeCh YITPOKATh?
My4YnHa NOKJIOHUJICI 0e3 TeHU cTpaxa.

— Hu B K0eM cny4ae, cup. 4 IPOCTO MOBOXKY [0 Balllero BEJIMYECTBA, YTO OOMKEHHBIE KEHIITMHELI Ha
MHOTO€e CIIOCOOHH. Briepenu TopKecTBeHHBIN Bedep, OymeT 6a B 4eCcTh OQUIIMaIbHOTO IPEeICTaBIeHU s
BaIel HeBeCTH. HallluM mamMaM He OTKazKelllb B (h)aHTa3UH, BO3MOKHBEI KXMMM... JTIOOBIE TPOBOKAITHAH.

— l'oBopuUTE MPAMO, YTO BH XOTEJIH.
— 41 OBI XOTEN IPUBIEYh K 3TOMY IEJIy Maros.

— Her.



Hop6GepT oTBETHUI CAUMIKOM IIOCIIEITHO, OMHAKO Y Hero ObIIM Ha TO CBOW MPUYUHE], B KOTOPHEIE OH HUKOTO
IIOCBSIIIATh He cobuparncs. MyXKX4nHa CcJjIerkKa 3aBUC OT YOUBIEHHUS, OOHAKO HUYETro He cKa3an. OTKIaHSAICS
u yures. 1o Havana opuIiiaabHOr0 IpefcTaBIeHusl 0CTaBalIOCh OKOJIO YETHIPEX YaCOB, MHOT'0O€e Hago OBIIO
yCIETh.

Kopomio Toxke OBIJIO YeM 3aHSThCS, TPUOBIT IEePBBIX U3 KOPOHOBAHHHEIX cocenei, Kapn, repuor
JIuagocckuii. ®aT u noBenac Kakux mMajio. HopGepT u3obpazxkai pagyIlHyO BCTPeYy.

KKk
Ycmets Hamo ObLIIO MHOTOE!

H3abernna mI0Xo craia HoYb, a C yTpa Memucca 3aluxXHyJla ee BaHHY, He TepecTaBasi TapaxXTeTh, YTO
KHSI2KHA CeTOOHS MOJIXKHAa BRITJISIAETh HeoTpa3uMoii. 1 HaMbIBaia, U ITapujia, ¥ HAHOCKUIA MacKu, U
o0uBalia XOJIOOHOM Bogoi. Y Bce 9TO O4eHb OBICTPO, ¥ HECKOJIBKO pas3 1o KPYyTYy.

Bce noneiTkKH COIMPOTHUBJIEHU A IIPECEKAJINCh Ha KOPHIO.
— Munenu, B Ke 3HaeTe, KaK BaxKHO IIepBoe BIe4aTiieHue!

A elt x0Tesl0Ch PSIBKHYTH, Kakoro yeprta?! Kakoro yepra ei mpou3BOAUTE BIleUaTIeHUe Ha rpyOusiHa,
KOTOPHIM ee U3HadaJIbHO He yBaxkaeT? OH yKe ITPOU3BeJI BUepa Ha Hee BIedaTieHue. Takoe
HeusraaguMoe, 4To...

— Ax, MuNleny, IOCMOTPHUTE, KaKasi Bbl XopouleHbkast! — OduepenqHoii BO3rIac KaMEPUCTKH OTBIIEK
H3abeniy 0T MpaYHBIX MEICJIEH.

Owna B3TJIsTHYJIA Ha CBOe OTpaXkeHue ¥ u300pa3uiia MpauyHbli ockajl. Ho meByiika B 3epKaje
OeHCTBUTENILHO OblJIa XOPOIila, CTapaHus KAMEPUCTKH He IIPOoIajikd JapoM.

— A Temeps HaM Hapo nogobpaTh Hapsn. YTo BE HapeHeTe, Munenu M3abenna? Ox, st 66, 0CMEJIOCH
CKa3zaTh, BEIOpasa BOT 3T0, — Meucca mokasasa najJlb4YMKOM Ha OOHO U3 ITapafHEBIX IJIaTheB ¢ repbaMu
Apenraprta u CaBoctuu. — Wnu BoT 9T0. Kak BaM? JT0 cpaldy DOOYEpPKHET CTaTycC...

Bot emie! Hu marneiimiero x)enanus y Hee He OBIJIO HOOYEPKUBATh KaKo# ObI TO HU OBIJIO CTAaTyC, KpoMe
cBoero cobcTBeHHOTO. M3aberia cTpeMUTETBHO ITOJHSIJIACh ¥ caMa BhIOpasia u3 njIaTheB OOHO.
HecnoxkHEBIM TOKPOH, HO IjIaThe OBIII0 U3 PEOKOM U HOPOToM TKaHU U MePesuBaIoCh MITKUMU
30JIOTUCTHIMU OTTeHKamMu. COBCeM KakK ee BOJIOCHL.

— U K HeMy MaTYIIKUHEL CallUpPHI.

— Ho...

— 4 cka3zaa, YTO HafleHy 3TO.

Paspmasicst HeTPOMKHE CTYK B iBepb, M3abenia pe3ko 06epHyIach.

BepHyanI MacCTep Bnanr, KOTOPOTI'O OHa OTIIPpaBHJIa Ha Pa3BEeOKYy TEIlePhb y2Ke BIIOJIHE O(I)I/IT_II/IaJ'H:HO, qyepes
TJIaBHBLIN BXO[. BRITIsimern mar 3aAyM4YUBEIM, A OOKJIA[ ORI KOPOTKHM.

— CTpaxku yOBOUIIOCH, BEIXOMBI 3 IBOPLIA EPEKPHITH. B TeJIenopTaloHHOM 3ajie MTOCTOSITHHO JeXKypPsT
oBa Mara. IToxoxe, KOTO-TO HUIIYT, MUJIEOH.

IMToxozke, ©X BUepallIHAS IIPOTryiIKa uMena nocuenctsus? Hy u gyepT ¢ HuM!
39T0 He §0o0aBUJIO €¥ MOJIOKUTEIFHBEIX 3MOIIAH.

[ToToM ellle IPUIIIOCH BEIAePKATh OUTBY ¢ I'pueHoM. CTaphlil YIPABIISAIOUINY C IIEHOHW y pTa HacTauBal Ha
rmapagHOM IIJIaThe C repbaMu. A K HeMy KHSKeCKYyI0 KOPOHY U IIOJIHble peranuu. Eif He XOTeoch cTapuKka
paccTpauBaTh, HO B KOHIle KOHIIOB, M3abena He Brlmepkaia.

— FpHeH, MBI BeIb ITOKa ellle He3aBUCUMO€e KHAXKECTBO, He TakK JIiu?

— Pa3YMeeTCH, munenu. U Mul I[OGI::GMCH COXpPaHEeHHs CTaTyCa Ha IIeperoBopax, — BbIOAll FpI/IeH,
BOMHCTBEHHO BEHITISATHUB BIIepPe YEeIIOCTh.

— Taxk BoT, ['preH, MBI ¥ IPOSIBUM CBOIO HE3aBUCHUMOCTD. A BEI MHE OYE€Hb IIOMOXKETE, €CJIH ITOATOTOBUTE
HaIlIU IIeHHBIE JapHl.

IoBoxm cpaboTast, ynpasisioluii yoexaa roTOBUTS Aaphl. Ho el ellle He pa3 MPUIIIOCh 00CYKOaTh OeTalH,
a HepBHOe HaIpsIzKeHUe [Iefiajio CBoe MEeO.



M makoHeIl yac HacTaJl.

CompoBoxmanu M3abenny I'pueH u BnaHT, Tak ke OBa IrBapfeiilla, KaXKIblH HeC 10 CYHOYYKY ¢ gapaMu. 1M
Ta caMasi CTpaka, KOTOPYI0 KOPOHOBAHHBIN KEHUX BEICTABUJI OXPAHATh rocTeBoe Kpuu1o! OHa Ovlyia B
I0OKe. DTOT... KODOHOBAHHBIN JKEHUX HEe COM3BOJIMJI HEBECTE JaxKe 5CKOPT JOCTOMHHBIN IPefOCTaBUTh.

K Tomy momeHTy, Korpa M3abenna moGpanach o 3aja, ee CUHUE I'Jia3a OT 3JI0CTU T'OPeJu sipye, 4eM
cangupskl.

kkk

3as nooH, Bce OGIuCTaTENbHEIE JIeOgU COUNTUCH TPYNIKAMUY, IIENITAJIUCE U eJIX ero I'Jla3aMu. Bce aBuiInCh
nornaseTs. Bce! Koponb neHuBo nepeuryyuBascsa ¢ KapiaoMm, a BO pTy IIOCTOSSHHO COXJIO OT 3JIOCTH.

Hy, roe ona? I'me aTa mesuna, 4To0 ee...
Pe3kuii 3ByK. 9TO MazkOpPAOM 3aCTy4dasl TPOCTHIO, BEIXOMS B IEHTP 3aJa.

H0p6epT 3aMOJI4all ¥ IIPUKUIIEe]I MPAQYHBEIM B3TJIAO0M K OBEPH.
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[TepBoe, 4TO B ryta3da OPOCHUIIOCH, KOT'{la OHA CTYIIHJIa B 3al — 00KH. MHoro! Pa3HOIIBETHEIE ITLIIITHEIE
100KM, CJTOBHO MUKOBUHHBIE IIBETHL. Y cTEOEIbKY MYyKCKUX KOCTIOMOB, TOpPYAIlNe CPENU 3TOTO PEXKYIIETO
IjIa3 CBOMM OOTaTCTBOM BEJIMKOJIEIIUSI.

— Da y Hero TyT LIBETHUK! — mpobopmoTana mpo ceds Msabemnmna.

ITpocTo palicKuii caj KaKou-To. BripoueMm, e¥i 06 3TOM TOBOPUIX, KAaK ¥ O TOM, YTO €TI0 BeJINYECTBO
MIPUJIEXKHBIA «CafOBHUK». M Terephb BeCh 3TOT paliCKUM IIBETHUK TapalllijIiCs Ha Hee C JTI00O0IIBITCTBOM U
IIJIOXO CKPHBITHIM IIPE3PEeHUEM.

YecTHO roBopsi, 4TOOBI BOOOIIIe BOUTH B 3TOT 3aJ1, M3abenie npumnock nepecTynuTs yepes cebs. He
IIOTOMY YTO Ybe-TO TaM IIpe3peHue Morjio ee HanyraTh. OTHIONs! Celiyac oHa ObUIa TakK 3/1a, YTO B3TJISIOHI
KEeHIINH, UCKaBIINe B Hel c1aboCTh MJIM KaKOM-TO U3bSH, IIPOCTO OTCKAKUBAJIU. A IOTOMY 4YTO el
U3HavYaJIbHO JaBajld IIOHATH, YTO OHa HUKTO, yykaduka. HeyBaxkeHnure, HenpusaTtue. OHa Beb elle HUUETo
He cHenasa, Jaxke BOUTHU He yclena. M ToOH BceMy 3TOMy 3aZaBaJjl 4YeJIOBEK. 3a KOTOPOTO OHa AOJIXKHa
BHIUTH 3aMyX.

XoTemoch GBI BCce-TaKu pas3rafaTh 3arafky, IouyeMy OoTell AaJl corjacue Ha 3TOT Opak? Heyxkenu Bce meno
ORIJIO TOJILKO B OoraTcTBe Apranrapa?

C TpymoM chepzkajack, 4TOOB He XMBIKHYTh. OHa IIIJTa BIIepe[, oTMedas po cebsi moporoe yOpaHCTBO
3ajla, POCIIMCH Ha IIOTOJIKe, CBeTUILHUKHY U IIasepsl. [a, meHer TyT OBIIO BJIoXKeHO HeMasio. HaBepHoe,
TIOTOMY UX M HE OCTaJIOCh HeBeCTe Ha MOJapoK?

H3abernne BOPYT CTAJI0 CMEIITHO OT 3TOW MEICITH.

OnHa BCKHHYJIa TOOOOPOMOK U IIepeBeia HaKOHeI] B3TJIsI[ Ha My KYHUHY, CUOEBIIEero B 60raTo
WHKPYCTUPOBAHHOM KpeCJie B KOHIIe 3ajia. 1o 6611 0H, Hop6GepT Koponb ApraHTapCcKuii, ee XeHuX. TOT
caMbI My2K4YMHa, KOTOPHIM... BUepa TUCKaJl ee B Kopugope. BepHee, ee cekpeTaps.

Bokpyr KOpoieBCKOT0 Kpeciia TOJIIUIINCEH KaBaJiephl, ¥ OTHEeJIbHOM IPYIIIIKOM HECKOIBKO 0C000
npubIuKEeHHBIX MaM. [IBOUX JaM OHa y3HaJlla, CTOJIKHYJIMCh BUuepa IIPu BeCcbMa CTPaHHBIX
o0cTosATENNRCTBAX. A Ta GUcTaTeNIbHAS KpacaBulla C TIIyOOKUM [IEKOJIbTE, HOPOBUBINIAS MOOBUHYTHCS
nmo6JmKe K KOPOJIIo, Haflo IlojlaraTh, ¥ €CTh ero MOoCJIeqHsAs TI000BHUNIA ey AMenuHaa?

CoBceM Kak IIeTyX B CBOeM KypSITHHUKE.
HMHTepecHo, KakK 3TO [aMbl 13-3a Hero elre He nepenpaiuch.

Ha moueTHOM, HO MeHee 60raToOM Kpecye PSIOOM C KOPOJIeM PaCIIONIOXKHUJICS ellle OOUH Ierojb. Hamo
nojaraTth, KTO-TO U3 COIPEeNesIbHEIX IpaBuTesiell. YepHOBOJIOCHIM KpacaBell JOBOJIBHO TJIYIIOT0 U
camoBiio6yieHHOro Buga. OH pa3TIsggbIBall €e BO BCe Ijla3a, KakK MaJIEHbKUM MaIb4YUK HOBEHBKYIO
UTPYyLIeYHYIO cabenmbKy. Y KaxkeTcs, ene caepzKuBacs, YToOwl He mobexkaTh HaBCTPeEYY.

A BoT ero BenudecTBo HopGepT Aprantapckuil Ovls1 MpadueH. CMOTpeJI Tak, CJIOBHO XOTeJI UCIEIIeNIUTh ee
B3TJISIIOM.

— Xorenock OB Bce-TaKu y3HaTh, — nopgymana Msabenna. — YTo TONKHYIO IAlleHbKY COeJlaTh TAKOH
CTPaHHHIN BEIOOD...

OJIHaKO Jajblllie Pa3MBIIIJIATE Ha 3TH TEMEI HE 6LIJ'IO BPEMEHH.

Ona porna.

kkk

HopGepT He oxkupai.

EMy BAOPYT IIOKA3aJIOCh, YTO BCA €ro CyIHOCTb 3aCKp86HaCb I'Ie-TO BHYTPH, CTPEMSCHh BEIPBATHCA HAPYXKY,
¥ MIOTSTHYJIach K Hel. OH cpa3y XxKe IIocTapasics 3aJaBuUTh B cebe 9TO YyBCTBO M COCPEHOTOYUIICS Ha

peasibHOM.

AB PealIbHOCTHU OeBHlla, KOTOPYIO OH ceryac BUOEN nepen coboit, Pa3uTEeZIbHO OTJIINYaJiaCh OT 06pa3a, 4TOo
OH PHCOBAJI B CBOEM CO3HAHHUMU. U 5T0 OBINIO HEIIPUATHOE OTKPEITHE.

[ToTromy uTO OHa OBIJIa CIIMITKOM KpacuBa! OmeTa He TakK, KaK IPUHSITO OBIIIO IpU ero ABope. M TeM He
MeHee, B CBOEM 30JI0TOM IJIaThe OHa ObLjla IIPOCTO OCJIENIMTEIIbHA. A 9THU cuHUE candupkl rias3?!

U Bema cebs aTa M3abenna u3 CaBOCTUM CIUIIKOM YBEPEHHO [JI MaJeHbKOM MPOBUHNMANKU. Hu TeHn



cMyleHns unu crpaxa. Kak 6ynro He pobkast eBCTBEHHUIIA, KAKOBOM U [I0JI2KHA OBITh €ro CyIpyra, a...
He youBuUTENBHO, YTO pa3BpaTHas CBOI0Yb Kapn MrHOBEHHO cenall Ha Hee CTOUKY!

I'nsaps Ha 3acyetuslierocs repuora JInamocckoro, Hop6GepT ucHbITal HEUTO II0X0XKee Ha YePHYIO SIPOCTE.
OpHaKO SPOCTh HE TIOMeIlIaza eMy UTHOPUPOBATh cTapuHy Kapia u CHoBa COCPeOOTOYUTLCS Ha [EBHIIE.

I'me BoOOI1IIE ee cBUTA?

[IBoe My>X4YMH, B ODHOM OH IIO OIIMCAHUIO Y3HAJI YIPABJIAIOIIETr0, a BTOPOi, oueBuOHO, Mar? HopbepT
HEBOJIbHO OTMETHJI, UTO BHEIITHE Mar YeM-TO HallOMMHAET TOr'0 MaJbYHIIKy CeKpeTapsi, U B IEePBHIH
MOMEHT cMyTuics. OmHAKO B CJIEAYIOIIUY K€ MUT 3JI0CTh B3BUJIACH eIlle CUJIbHee.

I'me aToT 4epTOB cekpeTaph? [louyemMy ero He BUOHO?
U kakoro depTa CBUTa €r0 HEBECTHI COCTOUT U3 ONHUX MYKUUH?!
9T0 BOOOIIE, IPUITHIHO?!

OH cMeHU 103y, 00GJIOKOTHBIIIUCE Ha JIEBBIT IIOOJIOKOTHHK, U OII€ePCs HOCOM O KYyJIakK. Kapn, CUNIEeBIITUN
pPsAOOM, BOCIIPHMHAI 3TO KakK IIPUIJIAllIEeHHEe K PAa3rOBOPY W BOCXUINEHHO 3allleIlTall Ha BeCh 3all:

— ITo3mparnsito, Hop6epT, TBOst OymyIas xKeHa IPoCTO KpacaBuma! MMMM, TEIEps ST 4acTo Oymy
Hae3xkaTh cioga! Hapmelocs, TEHL He CTQHEIb 3aIUpPaTh 9TO COKPOBUINE KaK OPAKOH B BRICOKOM OamHe?

['myxoe phiYaHHe BEIPBAJIOCh Y KOPOJIs, HO cTapuHa Kapi Tak pagoBasicsi CBOei IIyTKe, YTO JaXe He
3aMeTHI. A KOpOJib cefivac GBI CIUIITKOM 30J1 ¥ SIBHO HECIIOCO0eH YeTKO GopMyIHUpPOBaTh CYyTh CBOEL
[IpeTeH3Uu, HO 9TOU meBuile u3 CaBOCTUU CIIEOOBAJIO OBl BEITJISAETh CKPOMHEe!

MaxopmooM 00bSIBUII:

— Kusaxnaa M3abenna CaBocTuiicKas.

OHa 0CTaHOBHJIACh POBHO B [IECSITH IIarax.

— Pama npuBeTCTBOBAThH Ballle BEITUYECTRO.

[TpusiTHEM TOMOC. PeBepanc. Barnsan sprux candupoBeIX ri1a3 OB HAalpPaBJIeH Kyaa-TO MUMO HETO.

— Pap BupmeTh Bac, M3abemnia, — 3acTaBuil ceOsi BEIDAaBUTL HopOepT.

Ona enBa 3aMeTHO KuBHYNIA. KoOHYMKY Ty0 IPUMIOOHSIINCE B YIIEIOKE, M OHA IPOTOBOPHUIIA:

— ITo3BonbTE MpEernogHecTH BaM B map oT CaBOCTHUH...

Kakoii k uepTy map?! Yto ona HeceT? HopGepT pe3Ko OepHYJICS B KpecJie, TNIsAs, Kak IBa ee TBaphewuIa,
Ha KOTOPHIX OH PaHbIIle He oOpalllar BHUMAaHUsI, Pa30M BEIOIBUHYJIMCH BIIEPEM, IOCTABUIN IIeped HUM Ha
TIOJI KaKKe-TO JIapIbl ¥ OTKUHYIH KPBIIIKHU.

— Qo00, — ipoTsaHyn Kapi, usganu yBUAEB COTEPKUMOE.

B ToT MoMeHT Hop6eT roToB OB IPUAYIIUT 3Ty YIbIGaloNIytocss Kpacasuily. OHa TOJIBKO YTO yejia ero
yGIUYHO.
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HopGepT ApranTapCKuil Tak U CUMEN B KpecJjie Bce B TOM xkKe mo3e. [IpuxkaB Kyjlak KO PTY U IIBITASICh
TOIaBUTh [OCAAy U pa3mpaxkeHue. [leno 6BIIO maxke He B CaMHUX ITOapKax, a B TOM, YTO €0 ITIOCTABUJIU B
HeynoOHoe monoxenue. [a! OH gomxkeH ObII cOoenaTh mogapok HeBecTe! [Ta. OH aToro He chesan. [loTomy
YTO 3aBTpa M TakK BCe 37lech OymeT NpuHamjIexkaTh el Kak ero xKeHe.

Bce? Ilpunagnexats eu?

Koposnp 006Ben BIrnsagoM 3aMepIIni B IPeABKyIIeHnH 3ai. [IpunBopHble. Bce oHU celiuac BHITATUBaIU
IIIeN M C JKAAHBIM JTI0O0TBITCTBOM XK[IaJi¥, YTO OH OTBETUT. A JIMHAOCCKUM yKe YCIIeJ TOOCKOYUTh CO
cBoero MecTa. [loM4ancsi CMOTPETE.

He Mor oH ce#iuac cracoBaTh IIepel 3TOH JeBUIIEH, U IIOTOMY CO CKyYalOIIMM BHIOM YCTABHJICS Ha JIapIIbl.
B ogHOM OBITM HOBEHBbKHE 30JI0Thie MOHETHI. OIIeHUB pa3MepHl napiia, HopGepT IpuKuUHyJI, moaydaliach
KpyTJIeHbKasi CyMMa. B IpyroM Ha BEIJIOZKEHHOM BUHHO-KPACHOTO IIBeTa 6apXaToOM JI0Ke IMTOKOUJIUCH IIEeCTh
WCKYCHO BhIPE3aHHBIX KaMew.

— HopOGepT, mpeacTaBb MeHsI CBOeM HeBecTe! — BhImai cTapuHa Kapii.

[Tpunuiock npencTaBuTh. JINHOOCCKUM MOTYyYUI OT JOEBUILI JIETKUM KUBOK U YJILIOKY, U TYT K€ IIPUHSIJICS C
WHTEPECOM Pa3riIsiAbiBaTh KAMEH.

— Oy... Kakue npenectable Kamen! OTKyoa OHM y Bac? Y MeHs caMOTr0 TaKUX BCero ase!

kokok

Coscem HeOasHO, bYKBaA/IbHO NSIMb iem HAa3a0 0OUH 3ade3dcull yueHbslll 06Hapycua Ha 3emasix Cagocmuu
MecmopodicOeHue 04eHb Kpacusoz2o capooHukca. A M3abesana no pekomendayuu baaHma npueaaacunaa K
cebe 00HO20 cmpaHcmaeyu,e2o0 macmepa, cpedu 3aHAMuUlU KOmMopo20 6bl/10 8 MOM Yuc/1e U 108e/AUpHoe
deo.

ITode KU 0Ka3aaucb HACMOAbLKO XOPOWU, YMO KHAMCHA cobupaadce 8o3gecmu npouzeodcmao Kamell 8
00HY u3 cmameti doxooa Casocmuu. Ho amo 8 6y0ywem, a noka ayuwue pabomsi 6bl1u npuse3eHsl croda,
8 Apeanmap. B kauecmee nodapka u Kak kommepueckul xo0.

kokok

T'epnor JIuEmoccKuil pacTekasncs B KOMIIUMeHTaX, a HopOepT OTKUHYJICS B Kpecjie, BHUMATEJIbHO U3ydast
OeBYLIKY B 30710ToM mylaThe. Ha Bonmpoc Kapria He oTBeTH A, TOIBKO YKIIOHYUBO OPOBSIMU II€BeJIbHYIIA.
CtouT TBEPHO, CIMHA NIPSIMasi, KOHYUKY I'y0 UyTh MPUIIOOHSATH, MaXke riia3 He omyctuna. OH CHOBa
OIIIyTHUJI, KaK ero CyIIHOCTb BOPOYAaeTCs I'me-TO oM KOXKel U pBeTcs K Hell. OH HeHaBUEeNl 3TO YYBCTBO!

A ctapuHa Kapn Bce He yHuUMAJICsI, TOOKATHUII ONMHMKe K €T0 HeBeCcTe U C PaTOBCKOM yILIOKOM CIIPOCHII:
— I'me BBI XpaHUIIM TaKOe COKPOBUIIE, Muias jeau M3abemnna?

Hexopoimas ycMmeInka o603HauuIach Ha Jtuie y Kopoisi. HaBepHoe, Hamo Op110 OB ¥ masbliie B300paxkaTh
CHUCXOOUTEJIbHOE PAaBHOOYIINE, HO KOTTa 9Ta JeBUlla IIEePEKIII0Yniia CBoe 6J1aroCKIOHHOE BHUMAHNE Ha
JIuEmoCCKOro, ero IpoCcTo IPOPBajio pa3gpaxkeHueM. UM nmpexkne, ueM oHa ycliesia OTBeTUThL Kapay, Koposb
TIPOTOBOPUII:

— Ouens Muit0. Haperocs, Ha 3TO yiesn He Bech 0omxkeT CaBOCTUU?
B3rmsim, KOTOPBIM eMy DOCTAasICs, CIIoCO0eH ObII YHUYTOXUTh Ha MECTe.

Hop6GepT Ha MTHOBEHME MTOTPSICEHHO 3aCThIJI, EMY II0Ka3aJiIoCh, YTO BHYTPU SIPKUX CUHUX IJ1a3 Oyuryer
nnaMms. Ero npoxknstast CyIIHOCTL pBaHyJach K Hell ¢ HOBOM cuiioi. OfHaKO AeBYyIlIKa HeOXKUOaHHO
yIbIOHYIach TaK CaMOYBEPEHHO M XOJIOOHO, YTO MIHOBEHHO 00pyOusia ero rnopeiB. OHa CKIOHUIIA I'OJIOBY U
Iprcejia B peBepaHce.

— Barre BenuuecTBO, ITO3BOJIBTE IPEACTABUTh BaM MO0 CBUTY. Meccup ['pueH, HaMeCTHUK U
yIpaBadgiomul. A TakKe MacTep biadT, Har npugBOpHLEINA Mar. H...

My4uHEB HOKJIOHUNUCE. HopbepT oTBeTUI HEOPEKHLIM KMBKOM Ha KX IIOKJIOH, @ B MO3T'y CBepJIHUia
mocanyimBasi MeICHb. M Bce ke, e ee cekpeTapb? OH caM He MOT 6Bl chOpMyTMpPOBATh, HO TOYEMY-TO
4yyBCTBOBa cebs1 oOMaHyTHIM. HempusiTHOE YyBCTBO.

A peBurla cnoxkwuina pykKu nepen co00¥ M MPOroBOPUIIa, CKOJIB3HYB B3TJISIIOM II0 3aIy:

— 4 cMupeHHO MPOoITy ¥ Bac ayOqUeHIINY OJjist 00CYyKOeHNsI TOTOBOPEHHOCTEN 1o moBoay crtatyca CaBoCcTuH.



KopoTkuit KuBOK, peBepanc. Cmupenue? Ytob oH cmox!

— Mory nu s 0TKa3aTh? — OpobHO paccMesinicss HopGepT. — Pa3ymeeTcsi, MBI paCCMOTPHUM CTaTyC
CaBocTuu. XOTh S ¥ HE BUXY B 9TOM HUKAKOTO CMEICTIA.

— B Takom ciy4ae, MO3BOJIbTE OTKJIQHSTHCS, — 3asiBUJIa 3Ta 30JI0TOBOIOCas Kpacasuua u3 CaBoctumu. — A
MMOAOKIY ayANeHIINNU B CBOUX IIOKOSX.

Ona CHOBa IIpHceJia B peBepaHce, pa3BepHYIach U IOIUIA K Bhixony. Hop6epT modyBcTBOBas cebs
uauoToM. I1o mpuTHUXIIEeMy 3ajly Tpo0ekarcs POIoT, a YepToB ¢aT JIMHIOCCKUH K BSIEH ero SPoCTH TYT
Ke TPUCTPOUJICS CIIEAOM.

U ecnu 6rl oHa ceifuac xoTs OB mocMoTpenia Ha Kapia, xoTa O ogHa yibiOKa... Kyjiaku HeIpou3BOIbEHO
CZKaJIuCh, faBsa YEPHYIO APOCTh B 3apOLHIIIIE.

Koponb cHUCXOOUTENIEHO YIIBIOHYIICS.
U TyT eMy mpuIIa B I'OJIOBY OUKAas MBICTIb.
Kyna oHa Tak ToponuTcsa?

K cBoeMy Mmanbuuilike — cekpetapio? Kotoporo npsiguet B mokosx?! OH Buepa UMeJl BO3MOXKHOCTD
OLIEHUTh. MalbyHuIlIKa CJIUIIKOM [IeP30K U CMa3/IUB, HaBepHsKa 00jlacKaH rocrnoxkoi! YTo-To oyurHoe
BIenuiochk eMy B ropio. ¥ HopGepT caM He IMOHAJ, KaK 3TO IIPOU3OIIIIO, HO B CJIEAYIOIIUY MOMEHT OH yXKe
neperopakuBajl el JOpory.

JIMHOOCCKOTO COYJIO B CTOPOHY, €r0 BeJIMYECTBO 3TOTO JaXKe He 3aMeTHUII.

— ¢ BaAcC He OTIIyCKaJl, — IPOTOBOPHII OH, IOOXOMS K AEBYIIKE BIJIOTHYIO. — 3a0ePKUTECh, IeIH
Hzabenna.

— 3auem?

Ceftuac oHa OvlJIa TaK OJIM3KO, ¥ OT €€ IPUCYTCTBUS PSALOM OH IIPOCTO IIPOBAJIMIICS B KAKOH-TO OMYT. UepT
On1 ee moOpas! Ceftuac MOTJIO CIIYYUTHCS TO, Yero OH m30erajl TUTAHUYECKUMU YCUJIUSIMU BCE 9TU T'OOHI.
Ho na Hero cmotpern Bech 3ami, u HopbepT mobopos ceds.

BmecTo 3TOT0 OH ITOOXBaATHUII AEBUIY 3a PYKY.

— IlopmapuTte MHe TaHeL.

— Ho g He cnpimly My3BIKH, CUP! — CHHHeE I'Jla3a BO3MYIIEHHO CBEPKHYIIN.
3mutcs? Xopomo! MyKumHa 9yBCTBOBAJI Ce05I OTMIIEHHBIM.

— Kaxkoe 3To umeet 3Hauenue? M? Jlegu M3abenna? — mpophedaln OH €¥ Ha yX0 U CTPEMUTEIIFHO YBJIEK 3a
co6oi B IIeHTp 3ajia.

kkk
BoT ke Buemnuics!

OHU TakK M Ha4YaIu UCIOIHATEL GUTYPH TaHIa B momHoM TuinHe. Hememno! Ho o ke Koponb. EmMy Bce
MOXKHO!

KaxeTcsi, KTO-TO YTO-TO TOBOPHUJI, KaXKeTCsI, MaXKOPIOM CTy4aJl B IIOJI XKE€3JI0M U YTO-TO BEIKPUKUBAJL.
M3abemnna GbIa HACTOJIBKO PAcCepKeHa, YTO OT HEPBHOCTU HE MOTJIa COCPEIOTOYUTHCS HU Ha YeM, KpoMe
3TOro... arpeccopa psmoM. Kak 6yaTo ucyesu BCe B 9TOM 3aJie U OHM BHE3aIllHO OCTAJIUCh OJHH.

Honrne CEeKYyHIEI 3aMelIaTeJIbCTBa, IIOTOM BHE3aIlHO I'PAHYJIa KaKasi-TO My3bIKa. Ho nmonoxkeHue Bce PaBHO
OCTaBaJIOCh UOUOTCKUM. (@ky MY2XKYHWHEI PAOOM BEsiJIO pa3gpazXeHnueM, 3JIOCTEIO, BJIACTHOM My}KCKOﬁ CUJIOH.
He 3psa y Hero Ha rep6e OpakoH, MOAyManock BAPYT ei. OH caM Kak OpakoH! Takoi ke HEBRIHOCUMBIH !

— IMoyemy B Balllei CBUTE OMHU MYXKYUHHI, Tequ M3abesma? — CIIPOCUII OH BOPYT, UCIOJIHSS GUTYPY
TaHIIa.

YTo? V Hee 4yTh 4EJIIOCTh HE OTBUCIIA.
— I'me Balla KamepucTKa?

— YTo-TO % He BUXKY TYyT Balllero KaMepauHepa, — nporosopuia Msabesa, Korga BEpHYIACh CIIOCOOHOCTh
TOBOPUTE.



Kopons nmpe3puTesnbHO XMBIKHYI. Y B clleqyIomuil ke MUT BHE3aITHO 3akKpyxkui ee. OHa OBl OCTYIIHJIIACh,
OIHAKO OH YCIIEJ JIOBKO U HEOXKHMOAHHO OePeKHO IMMOOXBAaTUTD ee. [IouTu Kak Torma. HempusiTHO OBII0
0CO3HaBaTh, HO TAHIIEBAJI €T0 BEJIMYECTBO U3YMHUTEJIBHO. DTO... CTPAHHO JelcTBoBas0. OHa HEMHOTO
MOTEePsIjiach B OIIYIIEHUSIX.

YTOOH yCITHIIIIAT:

— A g He BUXKY Balllero cekperaps. 'me ou?

Het! PaccnaGisiTbCcs PSIIOM C HUM HeJjib3s HU Ha CEeKyHY!

— A BHI XOTHUTE BUOETh MOET0 CeKpeTaps, Ballle BeINYecTBO? — He 0e3 exXunacTBa cripocuna Msabenna.
CTpaHHBIY B3I/ IPOCKOYUII ¥ KOPOJISL, KAKOU-TO HACTOPOXKEHHBIU U HEeJOBEPUYUBBIN.

— Ha! 4 xoTesn 661 yBUOETH BaAIlleT0 CEKpeTaps Ha aygUueHIUN, — IIPOTOBOPUII OH.

W BOpYyr OCTAHOBUJICSA U OTMAXHYJI ¥ PyKO# B MOg0o0OHUM IIOKJIOHA.

— 41 Bac GoJibIlle He 3apmepkuBaio, negu M3abesna. MoxeTe UATH.

OTBepHYJICA OT Hee U He CIIellla HallpaBUJICSA K CBOeMy Kpeciy — TpoHy. Hy na, koHeuHo. OH KOPOJb,
IIoCJIefHEE CJIOBO 3a HUM.

CeKYHJIy H3zabena, 3aCTLHIB CMOTpPeJla eMy BCJie[, a II0CJIe Pa3BEePHYJIAaCh U IIOIIJIa K BEIXOLY.
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OH 1m1en 1o 3aiy, a YepToB TyMaH B I'OJIOBe U He AyMall pa3BeuBaThcs. ETro BenuuecTBo caM OT cebst He
oxwumpan, 4to 6ymetr TAK pearupoBaTh Ha 9Ty AeP3KyI0 caMOHaAessHHYIO meBuily. OmHaKO OH ITIOMHUJI, YTO
Ha Ha BuUAy ceddac. YTo Ha HETO CMOTPSIT.

IIneBaTh! [IBOP maBHO yKe HOJIZKEH OBLI IIPUBBIKHYTH K TOMY, YTO KOPOJISI MaJi0 BOJIHYeT ube-Tu00 MHEHUE.
— O, a Tel y Hac OOJIBIION OPUTHHAJ! — BOCKIIUKHYI JIMHIOCCKUM, HAaTOHSISI €T0.
Bce aT0 Bpemst crapuna Kapn nnencs psmom? HopGepT He 3aMeTuil.

ETo Do cuX mOp MOTPSXUBAJIO OT OLIYIIEHUS ee Tejla B ero pykax. O6xkuratoiie onacHoe. OH Mor
copBaThcs. [lopa 3aKaHYMBATE BCE 3TO K YEPTSIM.

Koposne cMoTpen mpsiMo nepeq co6o¥ U OBUTANICSA TyHa, Te CTOSJIO ero JIMYHOe Kpecyo. UamoTckoe
YyYBCTBO, YTO IPOOUPAETCS CKBO3b YaCTOKOJI B3TJISITIOB.

— IlneBaTs! — X0TENIOCH PABKHYTH eMy. — Yero yCTaBUJIUCH?

Y omHUM MaxOM CIPOBAAMUTEL OTCIOfA BCEX STHX OJIMCTATENILHEIX IaM BO TJIaBe C Jienu AMeIUH0H, KoTopas
cMella CMOTPeTh Ha Hero Tak, OyaTo oH el 4To-To moikeH. M crapyio cinetrnuny nenu bnusapny Oyxo,
KOTOpas cerfyac CeMeHUJIa, 3arjisaabiBasi eMy B POT U YyThb He Jie3Jia MOM HOTH, B IIEPBYIO oUuepens!

OpHako Ha JIuIle KOPOJIs 3aCThljIa KpUBas yCMEIIKa, OH COXPaHsJI IIPe3pUTEeIbHOE CIIOKONCTBHUE. A
COCTOSIHHE OBIJIO HEeIIPpUBBIYHBIM, BLIOMBAJIO U3 KOJIEH. BHYTpI/I KHIIeJIO pa3fpazxKeHnue, IOTOMYy 4TO OH He
CIIPaBISJICA C COOOM, C TOTOKOM IIPOTUBOPEYUBEIX MBICTIEH U 9MOLIMH.

Pasppakenuio HyKeH ObII KaKOW-TO BeIX0ox. Kapi JIMHOOCCKM KakK pas IJIeJiCs PAOOM U HeC KaKy-TO
4ymib. be3yMHO XO0TEeNOoCh II0CaTh ero K 4epTy.

— Ilo#igeM, BHITbEM YeT0-HUOYOb, — Iporosopus HopOepT, XMypo OTJISIABIBAsICh 10 CTOPOHAM.

Pa3BepHyJCsS 1 HanpaBUJICS K BHIXOLY.

kokok

IIBOp IIpOBOZKAJ B3TJISIIOM €I0 BEJIMYECTBO U TEPSJICS B JOragKax.
YTO0 ABUIOCH IPUUNHOM ITIEpEMEHEB KOPOIIEBCKUX BKyCOB? 3aragka.

KusixkHa n3 CaBOCTHM TOXKe HEOKHUIAHHO OKa3ajlach JaleKo He TUXOW ¥ HEeB3PAYHOM MBIIIbIO. [IBOP
crerall CBOU BEIBOIHI, XOTsI, KOHEYHO, HUKTO He cOOMpaJIiCs IPUHUMATD 3Ty BEICKOYKY BCEPBE3.

A BOT mocnenHsist mo6oBHUIa HopbepTa ApraHTapcKoro jeau AMenuHa UCIIbITHBala HEITyTOYHEIE
COMHeHUsI, He cpaboTasio JI¥ TaK CTPAHHO TO caMoOe IIPUBOPOTHOE 3ejIbe, KOTOPHIM OHA HAIloWja BUepa ero
BeIMYeCcTBO? Bemob OH cpa3y IIOCie 9TOro yiien u... [lanmbliile Bepcuii He ObII0. B ©TOre 0OHa CO CBOMMU
COMHEHUSIMU I'OPIO yOaluiach ¥ 3amnepiach B CBOUX ITOKOsX. Ho 3To BOBce He 03Hauarso, 4To jiefu
HaMepeHa YCTYNIUTh MeCTO B IIOCTeNH Kopoiist 6e3 6os.

U He omHa oHa. Kaxmas u3 O6/IHMCTaTeIbHBIX KpacaBUIl APraHTapCKOro ABOpa CYHTAaa, YTO MECTO PSIIOM C
ero BeJIMYeCTBOM [IOJI2KHO ITpHUHAAJIeXKaTh €. 3a 9TOr0 KPaCcHBOI'0, 2KE€CTKOI'0 ¥ HEIIPHUCTYIITHOI0 MyKYUHY
OHU TOTOBEHI OBIITH OUTHCS 06€32KaJIOCTHO U HU30IIPEHHO.

HOTOMY YTO XKeHa He CTeHa, a TeM Oojee, HEBeCTa.

kxksk

Hpenc*ro;m HaHpH}KeHHLIfI AEHb, 1 OH He3aJladguJIiCsda C yTpa. Eme BCTPEe4YaTh BEHIIEHOCHBIX cocepel, ¢
KaXXIObIM I/I306pa}KaTb panymiue. BeqepOM OOJILIIION 3BAaHHBIN YXKUH C TAHIIAMU U 3aKyCKaMH. EMy ORI
COCpPEenOTOYUTHCA.

A y Hero mo3ru HaGeKpeHb, BCe He UIET M3 TOJIOBH 9Ta YepPTOBa AeBYoHKa u3 CaBocTtuu. Y BHYTPHU CIIOBHO
YTO-TO BOPOYAETCS, PBETCS Ha BOJIIO IPOKIATOE HACJIEOUe IPEIKOB.

Hapmo GbL710 KaK-TO OTBJIEYbCS.
Onu c repuorom JIMHAOCCKUM IIO-XOJIOCTSILIKY 3allePJIMCh B MaJioX CTOJIOBOMU. [IponmycTunu cxomy o
0OKaNb4YMKYy [IOJ XOJIOOHYIO oleHuHy u namreT. HopGepT maxke HeMHOro paccnabuncs, korga Kapn sopyr

TOII000IILITCTBOBAI:

— A Kak ke ayOueHIHsI, KOTOPYIO ThI 00elllan CBoel HeBeCcTe?



OTnun CONUOHBIY I'JIOTOK U TYT 2Ke MedTaTeJIbHO 3aKaTUJl rjia3a:
— MwMMmM, ToBessio Tebe, Takas KpacaBuiia. [Ipocto orous! U Tak yMHa... OTIMYHBIN POM.

AnckuM ¢dakenoM B3IMeTHYIIaCh PEBHOCTE, CJIOBHO 0AarpoM 3allelnyio KaKhe-TO BHYTPeHHUe CTpyHbl. CHOBa
BCe 3aBHOpUPOBano HampsxkeHneM. Koposb TUXO0 PHIKHYIT:

— Ycnetro.

Bricupmen ¢ HUM Ha OOHOM yIIPSIMCTBe eIlle HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, a IIOTOM BCKOYUJI, ¥ CO CJIOBaMU:
— IIpocTty, Ky3eH. { HeHagonro.

Yiren B KabuHeT.

kkk

V3abenma ymnuta u3 3aja caMa He cBos. Brixopku... OgHa ocKopOuTenbHee OIpYyroii. 9To ero:
...Haderocw, Ha amo ywen He 8ecb 6100xcem Casocmuu?

B TOT MOMEHT OHa ero HCIenenuTs Ob1a roToBa! A motom? Ee mo cux Imop npobupano HePBHOU OPOKbLIO OT
BO3MYIIIEHUS.

...51 sac 6osvwe He 3adeparcusaro...

Ee napCTBEHHO OTIIYCTUJIM Ha BCe YeThIpe CTOPOHBI. Moji, moiina BoH. OHa 4TO, IIPOCUTE Yero-To Clofa
siBunack? OH caM ee BhI3Bajl. CaM mocBaTalsiCsa K ee OTIy OecsTh JieT Ha3an! OdeHb el 3TO ObIJIO HY2KHO!

OmHako moKa OHa JoOpasiach 0 TOCTEBBIX ITIOKOEB, YCIIEa YCIIOKOUTHCS.

[ToTomy uTO B crtasibHe M3abesnbl cpa3y 2Ke COCTOSJICS BOEHHBIM COBET. K 3TOM ayOueHIINY TOTOBUIIUCH
Kak K 6010. Emre 651! Ha noBecTke mHs ctaTtyc CaBOCTHH.

U noToM elre el MpUIUIOCH BEIIEPZKAaTh OOIIPOC C IPUCTPACTUEM.
— YTO0 3TO 3a CEKpeTaph, ¥ II0YeMYy S 0 HEM HUYEro He 3Halo? — Hanupan ['pueH.

MacTtep BrnaHT CKPOMHO OTOIIIEeNI K OKHY M ITOMaJIKuBaJll, Kak Oy[ITO ero 3TO HUCKOJILKO He KacaJslocCh,
Menucca Toxke orBomuia rnasa. OObsICHATE BCe IPUIIIOCh M3abere.

B OGH.[GM, Korga FpI/IeH, YeJI0BEK CTapOfI 3aKaJIKy, yCJIbllIaJl HEKnue HOI[pO6HOCTI/I BYepanrtHero
IIPOUCIIECTBHS, OH CHa4dalla 0oCTOJIOEHETI, a IIOTOM [IeTUKATHO KPSAKHYJI B KyJIaK U CKa3aJl C HEOXKHUOaHHBIM
BOOOyIlIEeBJIEHUEM:

— Tak emy 1 Hago. O4eHb XOPOLIIO.
BoamoxkHo, HO nTpo6eMa-To ocranack. KTo Bo3pMeT Ha cebst posib ceKpeTapsi?
— Teneps... — Hauvana M3abenna.

U B 9TOT MOMEHT pa3fa’liCcs Pe3KUN CTYK B IBEPb.
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B3pporuynu ¥ MTHOBEHHO ITOBEPHYJIU I'OJIOBH K IBepU BCce. MacTep BnaHT 1 BoBCe I103eJIeHe OT
HEPBHOCTH U IIPUCENT Ha MECTe.

— Boiigute, — 4yTh IPOKAIUIABIINCE, TPou3Hecia M3abenna.

Ha mopore ee crmanbHU MOKa3aiCsd OOWH U3 IBapaeulieB. [IpUATHBIM MOJIOAOMN YeJI0OBEK, CEPhE3HBIN U
UCIIONTHUTENbHBIN. 3aMep, IO Ha TOCIOXKY, U BHIIABUII:

— Tawm aTor... Ero BepuuectBo HopGepT AprarTapckuii. OXKHUOAIOT BaC Ha ayOqUEHIINIO.
H3abenna HeBOIBLHO HAIIPATIIACh.

— I'me oxuparT? OH IpUCIan COIPOBOXKIEHNE? — CIIPOCHUIA OHA M OBICTPO IeperjsHynack ¢ 'pueHoM, a
TOT Pa3BEPHYJICS B3SITh 3aYapPOBAHHEBIM Maruel KOXKaHbH Kopp, B KOTOPOM XPaHUINUCH HOKYMEHTHI.

— HeT, Munenu, — conpat mokadas rojgoBoi. — OHM NTUYHO OXKHOaloT. Y cKka3aiu, eciikd 4yepe3 MUHYTY BbI
He BHIUETE, OHU CaMU BOUOYT.

— YTo Xk THI MOJT4an! — B3BUIachk M3abenna.
DTOro TONLKO He xBaTano! Bouget oH... Camonyp moMopouieHHb! Tupasn!
Ho TyT oHa BcrmoMHMJIa PO cekpeTaps. I'me ero 6paTn???

U kak-To caMu co00il BCe B30PH YCTPEMUJINCH Ha I'Bapjeilia.

kokok

Boo061ie, n3navanbao HopGepT cobuparscs BHI3BATh AEBUILY B KabuHeT. M momepzKaTh ee B IIPUEMHOM.
3acTaBUTb HEMHOT'O ITOTOMUTHCSI, YTOOB UMeJIa MPeACTaBIEHNE O TOM, KTO OH, M KTO OHa. YepT C HUMH, C
TOCTSIMHU, MOTYT U TIOJIOKOATh.

Ho xyma K 94epTy BCe 3TO OEeoCch?!

OH copBaJics paHbIlle IIOCIaHHOI 0, IOTOMY YTO HyTPOM IIOYyBCTBOBAJI KAKOW-TO IIOOBOX, A TEIeph 3/I0U U
pa3mpaXkeHHBIM Top4all IIepel OABEPhIO TOCTEBLIX IOKOEB, UCIIBITHIBAsA CUIbHOE XKeJlaHKhe BOUTHU U JIUNYHO
IPOBEPHUTH, UYTO C 3TOU OEBUIIEMN HE TakK.

Brimmiia, BCst HaTsIHYTast, XOJIOMHBIN B3rjisif. Eciu Ob OHA 3aiepIkanach elle X0Th Ha MUHYTY, eCJIu OB OHA
ojajyia XOTh MaJICHIIIUHI IOBOM!

— Ilpomry cremoBaTh 3a MHOM, — IIPOTOBOPHJI OH, OKUALIBAS B3TJISAOM €€ CBUTY. — Ho mpenympexpaalo, y
MeHs MaJlo BpeMeHMU.

U momren Briepen, XKeCcToM IIPHUKa3aB, YTOOB IBUTAJIUCDH CJIEIOM.

kokok

Vke B KaOuHeTe, MOJT4Ya CeNl B KPECJIo, BeIIepKuBas may3y. OOBeJsI Ts2KeIbIM B3rIIOoM Bcex. Ee
MIPUHITAIIHAIPHO UTHOPHUPOBAJI.

Hy u cBuTa! Tpoe MmyxX4uH. Ypasiswoomui, Mar. U cekpetaps. HeoXumaHHO HEIPUATHO OBIIIO €T0 BUAETH,
KOPOJIb 3aCThLJI, IPUCIIYIINBASCH K OllyleHusaM. Huuero, KkpoMe pasgpaxXeHusi, OTTOrO YTO TOT CTOUT
CIUIIKOM OGJIM3KO K T'OCIIOXKe, KOPOJIb He ITI0YyBCTBOBal. A ceKpeTaphb Kak OyITO cTas cTaplie, BHIIIe
poCTOM U pa3pgasicd B nnedax. Y Beirnsapgesn... Kak-To He Tak 3TOT I0HeI] BHITJISAOEN U Oolylancsa. BipouewMm,
He o Toro OBLIIO ceryuac.

Hop6epT yCmoKOuIICSI OTHOCUTEILHO CBOEHM HETIOHSITHOM PEaKIWHU B IIPOIIILINA Pa3, SICHOE [EeJio,
rokasanochk. Y MpauyHO YCMEeXHYJICSI, PeIIuB Ipo cebsi, YTO cpa3y XkKe IOocJie IlepeMOHuY 6paKocoYeTaHus
3TOT «TepOo¥» OTIIPABUTCS KyHOa-HuOyOb momanbine. B apmuio, HanpuMep. CaM He 3HaJ, HOYeEMY
IIPOCKOYMIIA TaKas aCCOIMAIUs, HO eMy BOPYT 3TO N0KAa3aJIoCh eQUHCTBEHHO JIOTUYHEBIM.

KctaTu, OH 3aMeTH, YTO MaJIbYHUIIKa (MM He MaJIb4UINKa?) HY OYeHb MOX0XK Ha Mara. CwiH, O6paT? Hamo
OymeT IPUCMOTPETHCS, @ 3a00HO BBEISICHUTH, II0YEMY V Mara OBl TAKOM BUM, KaK OyOTO eMy Ha OOHO MECTO
HaCTaBUJIX IUABOK U 3a0BLIA CHSTB.

3aTo CTapUK YIPaBJISIOUINY, KaXkeTcst, ObUI IT0JIOH 60EBOTO Ayxa IIOf 3aBs3Ky. UTo XK, OH He cobuparscs
pPa304apoBHIBATL CTAPHKA.

Koposnb mogancs Briepemd, CLEeIUB PyKH Iepen co00M, 1 Havall:



— ¢ He pacmosaraio BpeMeHeM, [I09TOMY IlepelifeM cpa3y K meily. Pasymeercs, s onnavdy goiru
KHSI2KeCTBa ¥ MPUMY Ha cebs yrpaBieHue u 3a60Ty o HeM. [JaBaiiTe ciofia Baiu 6ymaru, neau. [Tognuinem
npenOpadyHbIi JOTOBOP.

— IIpomy npoieHus.

OH maXke He yBUMEJ, IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK 9Ta JeBUIla B3EpPHYIa MOAOOPOK, U OT Hee MpHUlllyia sipKasi BOJIHA
YyBCTB, BeChMa ITOX0XKUX Ha BO3MYIIeHHEe U IPOCTh. Ero MOTSIHYJIO K HEel KakK Ha apKaHe.

Hop6GepT MeneHHO BEIHOXHYJ, 3arOHsIsI BCE BriTyOb ce6s1, ¥ TIepeBesl Ha OeBYIIKY CHUCXOOUTETbHBIN
B3TJISA.

— Yro-TO eme?

3ps oH 9TO cuenan. He Hamo 6BII0 CMOTPETH €U B TJ1a3a.

— ,]:[OBO}Ky OO Balllero CBegeHus, CUp, — OTYEKaHHUJIa OHaA, IIOKAa3kIBas 3y6KI/I — Yro y CaBoCTHUH HET
BHEIIHUX O0JIT0B. KHSI2KECTBO IIPEKPACHO yIIPaBIISIEeTCs, ¥ BaM HET HYXK/bl YTPYKAAaTh Ce0s JIUIITHEN
3a060TOH.

Bot kak?

— Bu1 cefiuac cepre3HO, J1eau? — HaCMeUUINBO NpoTsaHysl HopbepT, oTKUALIBasi HabOK I'OJIOBY.

On IIPOCTO mall el 1aHc OOyMaThCs, IIOHATH, YTO OHa HeCeT. Ho sta Oep3Kas neBHulla He IIPOHUKIIAaCh
HHCKOJIBKO. Hao6op0T, BCKHHYJIa I'OJIOBY U 3aHOCYHUBO IIPOU3HECIIA:

— Bmonze. CaBoCTHSI COXpPaHSAET HE3AaBUCUMOCTD M OCTAETCS O]l MOUM yITpaBjieHueM. TaKOBBI HaAIIN
YCIIOBUS.

YcnoBusa?

OH Ha MTHOBEHNE 3aBUC OT HEIPEOIOINMOTO KeJIaHWs M0Ka3aTh el IPsSMO 3[eCh U cerdac, Toe OH BUOeN
ee He3aBHUCUMOCTD U ee YCI0BUsA. Ho MpoKIsaTas BHYTPEHHSS CYIIIHOCTh CHOBa pa3aupasla ero Ha YacCTH.

HeTt! OH nmomaBui Bce.
Monya B3sj1 OyMaru, BHUMAaTEIbHO IIePeYUTall ¥ IIOCTAaBUJI CBOIO IIOMMIUCH.

kokok

YupaBunuck gercTBUTENLHO OBICTPO. IToToM ['preH ¢ 0coOBIM TIIaHWEM YIIAKOBBLIBAJI IOKYMEHTHI B CBOM
Kodp. A Uzabenna gymara.

Bce, 4TO eif HOBeJIOCH CHIHIIIATh O AYPHOM XapakTepe HopbepTa ApranTapcKoro, uCTUHHas mpaBga. OH
rpy0, npeHebpexuTesieH U 6ectakTeH. OQHAKO Ke, OH IMOANKcal OyMaru o CTaTyce He3aBUCUMOCTH
CaBocTuu 6€3 eIMHOI0 BO3paXKeHuUsI, XOTsI MOT OHI 3aTpeboBaTh MpaBa Cio3epeHa. M oH roToB OB
BBITIIJIATUTH €€ [OJITH. ITO YTO-TO Ha 3HAYUIIO.

I'nmymoe omyiieHne, HO OHA Kak 6ynTo ¢ 60eM JTIoMuiIach B OTKPHITYIO ABeph. M3abesna He mobuna
4yBCTBOBATb Ce0S TIIyIIO.

OpHako TOILKO cobpasach 11o6JarofapuTh ero BeJIN4ecTBO, KakK OH OYeHb HeXO0POIIIo II0OCMOTpeJI Ha Hee,
Ha brnanTta. Y Toro 6emHOro reappeia, KOTOPOTo MIPHUIIIIOCH IT0-OBICTPOMY IPEBPATUTh B ceKpeTapsi. Kak-
TO Cpa3y cTaJjio He 1o cebe, BOPYT HOUMeT?

TeMm GoJjiee YTO OH BOUJICS B Hee TaKUM CTPAHHEIM B3ryIsmoM. M3aberma IpoKalisaaach.
U TyT OH BRIfgan:

— [Ilo Beuepa, negu. A ceifdac, POy IPOCTUTH, Y MEHS Aera.

OHa BCIILIXHYJIa 10 KOPHEM BOJIOC.

— Bnaropapio, Balre BeJIM4eCTBO.

HeMmepnneHHO BcTajla ¥ HallpaBUJIach K BeIxony. Korma oHa yKe mogouiia K OBepsM, OOHa CTBOPKa BAPYT
pacmaxHyJjach, 1 B KOPOJIEBCKHUM KaOMHET BIIOPXHYJIa KPacaBUIla B MBIITHOM [IE€KOJIbTUPOBAHHOM IIJIaThE.
KaxeTcs, negu Amenuaga. Kpacasuiia cmepuna M3abesny enKuM B3TJIIAOM, U TYT XK€, CJIOBHO 3a0BIB O
ee CyILleCTBOBaHUY, IePEKJII0YUIach Ha KOPOJIsi U TOMHO IIPOU3HECa:

— Cup, BHI II03BOJIUTE BOUTHU?



Yro Tam IIPOMUCXOOUJIO OaJIbIlle, H3zabemnna He XKejaja HU BUOETh, HU CJIBIIIATh, HU 3HATh.

kkk

Iena y ero BenuuyectBa? O4eHb XOPOLIO!

BnauT ¢ ['pueHOM U «CeKpeTapb» HarHAJIU ee TOJIbKO 3a IIOBOPOTOM.
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Bce npou3oIino caunkoM OBICTPO U MO-UAUOTCKU.

HopGepT maxke pTa pacKpHITh He yCIIell, KaK ABePh 3aKPHIIach, @ ero CTPOIITHBOM HEBECTHI BMECTE C ee
CBUTOH ciien mpocThUlL. ITopHB mpoman BTyHe. OH U Tak OBUI Pa3ocafioBaH U JepKaJics Ha TPaHu, HO 9TO
y2Ke OBIJ ITpefesl, 3a KOTOPHIM HaYWHAJICS KOPOJIEBCKUU THEB.

XoTesnoch OBl 3HATH, KTO HAOOYMUI AMENUHIY 3asBUTHCS K HEMY UMeHHO ceriyac? OHa BeOb HapOYHO 3TO
cpoenana. Kapaynuna nopg gBepbio? [TopcnymmBana? BecnomuEunuce u negu Kopusasga ¢ JIunuaHowu,
ImogKapay/IdBaBIIIle ero B KOpPUmope, u crapas cryieTHulla ®yko. OH CIUIIIKOM PacIyCTUII CBOM OBOP, ITopa
KOHYATH C 3TUM.

Kpacasuiia cTpouia ria3ku, JKeMaHUJIach U yiIbi0anack eMy TOMHO UM ITPU3BIBHO, @ KOPOJIb TOIBKO O TOM U
myMarl, 4TO XO4eT CBEePHYTh ee COOJIa3HUTE IbHYIO eiKy. I oToppppBaTh K 4epPTSAM ee KypPhio TOJIOBY!

OueBUIHO OHA IO BHIPAXKEHUIO €TI0 JIUIA YTO-TO BCEe-TAaKU IMOHsJIA. B ritazax MeIbKHYJI Ha MUT UCIYT, HO
TYT ke Kcued. YuulOKa cTana elle 0ojee IPUTOPHOM, OHa cIernana K HeMy IIapy CTPEeMUTENIbHBIX IIaros,
CIIOBHO coOHpasnach yrmacTb K HeEMY B 00bSATHSI, U 3aMepJia, 3GhGEeKTHO HeMOHCTPUPYS BHIJIOKEHHBIN B
OEKOJIbTEe COYHEIHM OIOCT.

— Jleou AMenuHOa, sI IIO3BOJISIN ABISATHCS KO MHE B KabuHeT? — IIpOM3HEC OH MEeOJIEHHO IMMOOHMMasACh U3-
3a CTOoIJla.

— Ho CUp, MHe OLIJIO TaK OOUHOKO 0e3 Bac... — OHa KpaCuBO HafyJia FY6KI/I U ImozKaJlla HOJ'Iy06Ha}KeHHBIM
IIJIEYUKOM.

— IToatomy B pemmnu 6e3 IPUTIAIIEHUS SBUTHCS TyOa, TOe Bac He XKOyT? — 0OMaH4YUBO MSITKO
MIPOU3HEC MYXKYHHA.

W BOpyTr pSIBKHYIL:

— U copBaTh MHe gUIZIOMaTU4YeCKOe corialleHue?!

IJaMa BecbMa HEU3SIIHO OTIPHITHYJIA U BEITapalusia riasa:
— Cup?!

CMoOTpen Ha Hee U He MOT NOHsATh. Ellle Buepa Kazanach KpaCUBOU UTPYILIKOW, MUJION, €e MHTPUTHU
3abaBnanu. Ceituac Hop6epT Bupmen nepen cobo XUTPYIO PACYETIUBYIO CTEPBY, OHA HaXe
NIPUBJIEKATEJIPHOU HE BHITJIAOENA.

— Emre ogHa momoOHasI BEIXOKA, W ST HAWAY OIS Bac MyXa B CaMOM OajIbHEM rapHU30He ApraHTapa. B
MEHSI IOHSJIH, JIeOu?

Ta 3akuBasa, onlapalleHHO 3aCThIB B HEYKJIIIOKEN 103€.
— A Temepsb BOH, 1 YTOOHI 5T BaC CETOOHS He BUae!

JI1060BHUITY, TETIEPH Y2KE TOYHO OBIBIIYIO, BETPOM CHYJIO. TOBKO I00KM B3METHYJIMCh. KOPOIb ocTasncs
OOWH TepeBapUBaTh SIMOBUTYIO MOocany. B3rmsam yman Ha OYTBUIKY C STHTApPHOM KUIOKOCThIO. B mpyroe BpeMs
TJIOTOK HaBEePHSKA ITOMOT OBl CHATH AYPHOE HACTPOEHWE M OTBPATUTEJIFHOE TTOCJIEBKYCHE, HO HE cerdac.
My2K4YmuHa 3710 BBIIOXHYJI U OTOLIEN K OKHY. [I0CTOSII ¢ MUHYTY, TJISIOS B HUKYHA, IOTOM CTPEMHUTEIIBHO
BBIIIIE]T.

OH He cobupascs OmpaBOLIBATLCS IIepel HeBECTOM WM MOKA3kIBATh YTO-TO. BoT eme! JlonXHa MOHUMATD,
YTO OH KOPOJIb, ¥ Y HET'0 MOT'YT OBITh pa3HOOOpPa3HEIe MOCETUTENH. B mob6oe BpeMs OHS U HOYH. M 4TO OH C
HUMHU OyOeT gesiaTh, ee He KacaeTcs.

Ho ero npoknstasa cymHocTh! OHa XK€ IPOCTO BRITPhI3ajia ero U3HyTPH.
Huuero, 0o Bedyepa BCe 3TO Kak-TO yTpsACeTCs. B KoHIle KOHIOB! IleBaTh eMy, 4TO OHa IIogyMara.

Cama xopoura. Bunut Bor, OH X0Tell IPOSIBUTH HOOPOTY, XOTEJ M03a60TUTLCS 0 Hell. CYBEPEHUTET U
He3aBUCUMOCTH? Hop6epT MpayHO pacXoXoTacsH.

HYCTB HacraXgaeTCsd CBOEM He3aBHUCUMOCTBIO A0 3aBTpa.
A eMy ciaenyetr BI:IGpOCI/ITB 9Ty OeBHULy U3 I'OJIOBEL U BCTPEYATh rocreu!

OpHako criemuTh 66110 0c060 Hekyna. o npue3na Caparorckux u BaleH3UCCKUX ellle 0CTaBaloCh BpeMs,
¥ OH BepHYJIica K JImamocckomy. Ob6eran Bems. Ho muTh yKe He XOTenoch. ECTh ToXe.



Cupen co crapusoi KapnoMm, TpaBun 6atiku. Y yepT Ovl ero modpait!

KanaTtoM TSIHYJIO IIOUTHU B TOCTEBOE KPHIJIO, IIPOBEPUTH, UTO OHA TaM fejlaerT.

kkk

Jlegu AMmenuHpa Kak BeIJIeTeJIa U3 KaOuHeTa, TaK U HecJiach [0 KOPUIAOPY, He pa3bupas mOporu.
...80H, U YymMo0bbl A 8ac ce200Hs He suode!

A 4TO el ocTaBanoch?

OH xke... [TpocTo BeIrHan ee! U Bce u3-3a KaKOU-TO 3aX0TyCTHON KHSIZKHBI, SIBUBIIEHNCS CIOfa, YTOOEI
TOPrOBaThCS 3a CBOe 3axynalioe KHAKecTBO?! OHa e CIBIIIalia UX pa3roBop. Benob 9Ta meBulla maxe He
MIpUBJIEKAET ero pusmyecku!

He moxeT npuBnekaTsh!

ITo cpaBHEHHIO C Helt AMenUHa YyBCTBOBasia cebs OoruHei. A ata? ToIast muraauiia, TOIBKO U eCTh
XOPOIIIETO, YTO JKEJIThIe BOJIOCH U [IIUHHBIN SI3BIK!

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA OCTaHOBHJIACE. ¥ CIIOKOUTHCS U OCMBICIIUTD.

Ow BhITHAI ee. [Ja, 3T0 OBIIO OCKOPOUTEIbHO U YHU3UTENLHO 00 KpalHoCcTH. Ho, o cyacThio, HUKTO 3TOTO
He Bupen. Unu Bupmen? OHa OTJITHYJIACh IO CTOPOHAM, IIPUIIOMUHAsI, BCTPEYAJICs JIU el Ha IIyTH KTO-
HuOYyOb U3 3aMKOBBIX CIJIeTHUI[. He cMoria mpunoMHUTE HUKOTO. ToNpKOo nipuciyra. [Ipucnoyra He omacHa.

Jlemm mprocaHunack M gasbllle MOIUIbIa TOPAEINBO BCKUHYB I'0JIOBY. AMenuHaa 6vu1a u3 6oraTod u
BIUATENBbHOU ceMbHU. M yCTh ee pogoBoe uMeHue bpuo BXOOUIO B COCTaB KOPOJIEBCTBA ApraHTap, ux
3eMu 6BUTH B OOIBIIIE KAKOTO-TO 3aX0JTyCTHOTO KHsi2KecTBa CaBOCTHUS U [aBajIy IIPaBo Ha rpadCKuUM
TUTYIL.

HemanpHOBUIOHO GBUIO BEICTABIISATH TUTYJIOBAHHYIO IaMy 3a IBEPb, KakK IIPOBUHUBIIYIOCS CITyKaHKY. Ero
BeNIM4eCcTBO OBLI Henpas, ¥ oH 00 3ToM noxaneeT. Ho coenaTs Bce HalO TOHKO.

Koponb He x04eT ee BUAETH Ha CETOOHSAIIHEM BedepHeM IIpueMe cerogHa? OH ee U He yBUOUT. Jleou u He
cobupajyiack HapymaTh KOPOJIEBCKUM 3ampeT. MOXKHO Be[lb IPUCYTCTBOBATh HE3PUMO, TaK AaXKe IPOoIIe
OymeT IIPUBECTH IIJIaH B UCIIOJTHEHUE. MHOT0 KOPOHOBAHHBIX I'OCTEHM, MHOT'O T'JIa3, a 3HAYUT, YeH-TO 030D
He OCTaHeTCs He3aMe4YeHHBIM.

AmMenuHOa XUITHO YCMeXHYIJIacCh, IIJIaH CO3pPeIl.

OcTanock TOIBKO IIOAENIUTHECSA KOe C KeM napquofI ugen.
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[ToproroBka K BeduepHeMy IIpUeMYy IIIfia IIOJIHBIM XO[I0M, U Bce MUMO Hee. HaxJbIHyBIIlee pa3gpaxeHue
3aCTaBJISAJIO JEBYIIKY XMYPUTHCS ¥ CXKUMATh I'yOBI B HUTOYKY. [IOTOMY YTO YK OUEHB...

H3abena BooOIIe He MOTJIa IIOHATL COOCTBeHHOM peakinu. OHa HUKOrOa He Oblja 0co60
BIEYATINTENILHON VI CEHTHMEeHTanbHoN. OHa He XXOaja HUYEero oT 9Toro 6paka. Tak mouemy ee MOJIKHO
BOJIHOBAThb, KOI'0 OH ITPHUHUMAET B CBOeM KaOuHeTe HaequHe?

ITOT YenoBek ey 6e3paznudeH. [ToueMy Tak HEIPUSITHO? AX [a, TOPAOCTb.

I'maBHOe, 4TO coxpaHuiu cyBepeHuTteT CaBoctuu. OcTtanpHOe — TieH. [Ipax, KOTOPEIM OHa rOTOBa
pacTepeTh CBOMMU HOTaMH...

— Munenu, — IIPOTOBOPUII Bnawnr, IIpUBJIEKasi€ee BHUMaHHeE.
— Yrt0? — OTKJIMKHYJIaChb OE€BYIIKaA, IIPOOOJIZKad XMYPUTHCs.

— ¥V Hero OOBIYHBIN XOJIOCTSAIKUHM qBOop. Koponb BUAHLIN MyK4YKWHA, BeChbMa IIPHUBJIeKATEIbHBIN AJIsT 0C00
JKEHCKOI'O I10JIa, — Mar BhIpA3UTeJIbHO B3IJIAHYII Ha Hee. — Hanerocs, Bl IOHUMAaeTe, YTO IIPU TaKOM
o0uIuY BHUMAaHUS... BBI10 OB CTPAHHO, eCJiu OFHI 3...

— ITocnymaiite, Mactep bnaHT, — Hadasna OHa, CKDUBUBIINCH KaK OT KUCIIOTO.
U TyT HEeoxXupaHHO Mary noggakHyi ['pueH:

— KxMmmM, musienu M3aberia, Balll OATIOMIKA TOXKE B MOJIOOOCTH OBLI TaKUM ke. Hu omHoU 100KH He
IIpONycCKal. A Kak XXeHUJICH...

— JOBOJIBHO.
C MUHYTY LlapHJIO MOJIYaHKe, HO II0TOM BCEe HaydaJioCh II0 HOBOM.

— Ha BeuepHuil npreMm BaM 00s3aTeIbHO Haf0 HafleTh lapagHoe IiaThe ¢ repbaMu CaBOCTUU U
ApraHTapa. — rHyJ CBOIO NnMuHUO 'puen. — Y peranuu.

— A MOXKeT, IjaThe CXOOUT Ha MPHeM BMEeCTO MeHs? — He Bhljepzkasa M3abea.

CTapI/IK yr[paB_TIHIOH_II/Iﬁ ocekcs. U Tak u Bucena HeJIOBKas I1ay3a, II0Ka OHa He Orjisdifella BCeX U He
CKa3ajia:

— MHe Hago omeBaThCs.

Korpma my>xxunnsl Beiiy, M3abesia HaKOHeI TOYyBCTBOBaa ce0st HEMHOTO cBoOGomHee. Booxmya
norny6oxe. Eiie u emie pas.

— Bce HaCcTONBKO N710X0, MUJIEOU? — TUXO0 CIPOCUJIa KaMEPHUCTKA.
E# xoTenock cka3aTh, UTO BCe ellle XyxKe, ogHako M3abemnna npomondarna. BMecTo 3TOro oHa nompocunia:
— Hanonsu MHe BaHHY.

BpeMeHu ocTaBamoch Majio, HO € XOTEeI0Ch CMBITh C ce0st Bce. Jlexkarna B TEIJION apoMaTHOM BOfe,
3aKpHIB I'71a3a. IToToM BEIOpaa IjaThe.

kkk

Ilesno gBUTanoch K Beuepy, Bce KOPOHOBaHHEIE IOCTH yKe Mpuobeiu. Yeta CaparoTCKuUX C OByMS
He3aMyXHUMHU OOYepPsIMU U HacJleOHBIM ONpuHIleM. M BajneH3uccKue ¢ HacJIegHUKOM, He3aMyXKHeH!
mouephbio U mieMsaHHULEeN. ['eproruasa Kupacckas ¢ He3aMyKHeW Oo4Yepbio, repLoruHs [layisb,
3HaMeHUTasd IIpeKpacHas BOOBa B BEUHOM IIOKMCKEe HOBOTO, IIECTOr0 I10 CUYEeTy MyKa.

Ou BcTpeTtun Bcex. CTapaTesbHO n3o06pazxKani paaylire, pa3yMeeTcs, B Ipefieax Toro, Ha YTo Boobiie GhII
ciocobeH. A a caM C TPYIOM CHEPKUBAJICH, YTOORI He OPOCUTH BCe U HE ITOUTH B TOCTEBOE KPHIJIO.
HaBepHoe, moToMy ero u mpoOuBasio MOMEHTAMH Ha PEIYaHUE, a ABUKEHUS OBITH PE3KOBATHI.

Bot u ceiiuac, mpueM Havascs, a AeBUIla ONa3mbIBasa.

Hop6epT kmasn co cKydarollle-CHUCXOAUTEILHOM YCMEIIIKON, Aejlas BUL, YTO He IIOHMMAaET, C KAKOH IeJIbI0
Clofla IPUTAIUIN CTOJIBKO He3aMyKHUX IPUHIIECC. 3aTO KOPOHOBaHHEIE COCENU KakK

croBopuiIuCh. IIpoxakuBajaruCch HaMeKaMu U IITyTKaMU 110 ITOBOAY €TI0 CKOPOTaIuTEeIbHON JKEHUTHOHI Ha
KHsAKHe CaBOCTUMCKOM. MOJI, ero BeIM4YeCTBO IIOIIEN TYISATh 10 paCKOMY Cafy B IIOMCKaxX OUKOBUHHBIX



LIBETOB M BHIOpAJI IIUIIOBHUK*, ¥ 3aBOOUJIM Pa3TrOBOPEL O ITOTUTUYECKUX BBITOaX. 3HaIU OBl OHH...
Kopons Ha 3TO MOT TOITBKO MPavYHO YCMEXHYThCSI.

OH mecsTh J1eT CKPEIBAJl CBOIO IIOMOJIBKY, HE U3-3a TOI'0 YTO Hamessics nepenyMmats. Eciu 61! OH GBI
KEHUJICS Ha 3TOM HOeBulle OyOb OHA XPOMOM, KOCOM UM TPUKAL YPOOUHOM. B3siy1 6 ee B OMHOM pyOaIrnke,
Hutyio. JIro0yio. [ToToMy 4TO Y HEro mpocTo He OBIII0 BEIOOpA.

A He IPOSBIAN MHTEpeca K HEBeCTe, IOTOMY YTO...

TormopHbIe IMIYTKKW BEHIIEHOCIIEB KaK-TO IIJIaBHO ITEPETEKIN C HEero Ha JIMHIOCCKOTr0, KOTOPHINA TOXKE OB
TIEPCIEKTUBHLIM XOIOCTIKOM. HeGombias mepenriiiika. HopGepT yIen B CBOM MBICIIH.

Ko20a ¢ Hum amo cayuuocs, Koeda oH o6Hapycua 8 cebe... B obu,em, Hopbepm 6bia pad u cuacmaus.
Emy docmasocby mo, ymo npuxodu0 He Kaxcoomy nomomky Apeanmapckux! Pazymeemcs, pazboimamb
80/1WEOHYI0 MAlIHY OH HUKOMY He MO2, He N03680.51d podosds K/Asamed, HO €20 pacnupasao om 20pdocmu.
Omkyda emy 6bl10 3HAMb, NOYEMY OMel, CMOMPUM HA He20 C HCAA0CMbIO?

- Tebe HyscHO yeudembces ¢ meoumM npadedom CUMOHOM Oomule1bHUKOM, — CKA3asa omeu,. —
Omnpasuwvca HemeOdaeHHO. OJuH. TatiHo. Hukmo He 00121CceH 3Hamb, NOHAA?

OO0uH max 00uH. HHKOo2HUMO bbl10 dadice O6bl10 UHMepecHee.

IIpazoueHHblll npaded yxce MHO20 1em CUUMA/Cs CNSAMUBWUM, U NOC/Ae CMepmu e20 HceHbsl, Npababxu
JlasuHuu, scus 8 newepe 20e-mo Ha omuwube 8 cegepHoll uacmu Apaaimapa. F'osopsm, OH OYeHb ee
Abua, nomomMy u cnamus, koeda ma ymepaa. Hopbepm sudesn nopmpem npababku. JlaguHus 6viaa
Kapauuetl ¢ 8e4HO HeA0BOAbHbIM AULOM U OMAUYAAACH HA PEOKOCMb C8APAUBLIM XAPAKMEPOM.

Yowce moeda Hopbepm 6bvia xpabpbim 80UHOM U 0bew,asn cmambsb 8eAUKUM KOoposeM. 9mo Ka3da/aoCh
NpuKkAOYeHuUeM, a c/a08d omua ecezo Aullb 0obasuiu ¢aepa 3a2zado4HOCMU.

OH nomHu, Kak Hawea npadeda. Tom 803uscsa HA MA/AEHbKOU 2psi0Ke 0K0/10 ceoell neu,epsl, 02ypubl
nooesi3viBas. B kakux-mo AuHsAAbIX cepbix 06HOCKax, 60coll, sepeakoli noOnosicaHHbsll. Bpode 6e3yMHbIM
He e8bvle/s10e1, Xoms Kak cka3ams... Ha npasHyka omweavHuk CuMoH, 6bi8WUll 8eAUKUll KOPOb
Apaanmapa CumMoH V, He o6pamu/ HUKaKk020 s8HUMaHus. Toabko npobopmoman:

-A, muvl.

H cHosa ymKHYy/ics 8 83245100M 8 MOMOK wWndzamad, komopblill depatcan 8 pykax. Hopbepm cuen HysHCHbIM
0603Hayums ceoe npucymcmeue. OmuweabHUK CKOCUICS HA He20 MeabKOM U 8bl0a:

- [To30pasasio. B mebe 3anepm 0pakoH. OcmasaoCb MmoAbKO Hallmu HapeueHHYHo.

- U moezda s cmozy obpawambcsa?! — s8binaaus oH, He coepacas socmopada. — CmaHy o2HeOblWau,um
Kpblaambsim auwepom? Oooo!!!

- Hem, obpawamucs moul He 6ydeuub.

- A umo oce 6yoem?

- OHa nocmasum meb6s Ha KosaeHu. COeaaem pabom.

Kakx 6y0omo ywam nedsHol 800bl 06pywusacsa moada Ha Hopbepma. Ho copueHmupogascs oH 6bicmpo.
- 3Hayum, o60lidycy 6e3 Hape4eHHOU.

ITpaded 832451HYA HA HE20, OMA0HCU/A MOMOK U BYOHUUYHO NPO208OPUA:

- A 3mo He mebe pewams.

ITomom ecmas, ompsixueas pykKu, U omeepHy/Ics K new,epe.

- Hem! — cotcan xkyaaxku Hopbepm.

- Be3 Hee maoli OpakoH ceedem mebs ¢ yma.

Torma oH OTKa3alics MPUHSThL 3TOT Opea. EMy Guimo BoceMHanaTs. B mBamnaTte aBa HopGepT cTan
KOpOJIeM, ¥ [I0 JBafllaTH CEMHU JIeT BEPUJI, YTO ero MUHYeT 3TO IIPOKIIATOE Haceaue MpeakoB. HauBHEIH

nypaK.

[ToToM OH TOZKE BEPUJI, YTO CMOKET IToOeauTh. B pa3HbIX KHUTAaX UCKAJ BEIXOH. [lepIkaics B CTOPOHE,
DOCTATOYHO OBLIO OIIYINATh, YTO AEeBYIIKa XXuBa. OJHAKO IIPOIIUIO OEeCATh JIeT, U APaKoH He XoTeln Ooblile
xpathk. Y ga, uept 6w ero mobpars! Terneps OH TOTOB OB IPUHSATH CBEPIIUBINUNCS (pakT. Ho TOmbKO Ha



cBOUX ycroBusix. Pabom HopGepT ApraHTapCKuii He cOOMPAaCsi CTAHOBUTCS HUKOMY ¥ HUKOT/IA.
Kopomnb TpSAXHYJ TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI BOCIIOMUHAHMUS.

OTrsTHYJCS TI0 CTOPOHAM. AMENTHHIL eHCTBUTEIIFHO He OBIIO, ¥ OH OB pajl 9TOMY 0OCTOSITEIbCTBY. 3aTO
OCTaJbHBLIE IAMHEI JIE3JT BOH M3 KOXKM KakK Bcerga. I10 c9acThio, 3HAYUTEIBHYIO JOJII0 BHUMAaHMS Ha cebst
oTTsaHyN cTapuHa Kapi, Hop6ept Ovi eMy GarogapeH. A BEHLIEHOCHBIE COCEM HEHAOOITO YBIEKIIHCH
00CyKIOeHueM TeMBl IPeACTOSIel OCeHHel PacIyTHUllbE U IleHaMU Ha ypoxKal, U 9T0 Obsio KcTaTu. OH yXKe
MIPUKUOBIBAJI, KaK He3aMeTHO BHIOPATHCS U3 3aJjla, YTOOH ITPOBEPUTH, UTO TaM [iejlaeT OO CHUX IIOp 3Ta
OeBHUIia...

U Bopyr 3amep. B gBepsx 3aja mosiBUjIach OHa.

ITpumeuarue:

* — 2y/1Amb no patickomy cady 8 nouckax OUKOBUHHbBIX U,BEmMo8 U 8bi6pAMb WUNOBHUK — B80/1bHASA
mpakmoegka 8ocmouHoll nozosopku. IlTunosHuK He po3a, a Heumo dukopacmyuiee, He yeHHoe. CMblC
cgodumcesa K momy, Umo 20Cmu He 8 80Cmopeze om e20 8bl60pa Heaecmul.
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JInHmOCCKUM 4YTO-TO nerneTas pspoM, HopOepT He ciibiia, BaXkHO OBIIO TOIBKO TO, YTO BHUMEIH €T0 T'jia3a.
OH CMOTpEeJI ¥ HEe MOT OTOPBAThCS. ApKo. [0 Krydero njaMeHu B TPyOH.

YepHoe nnatee?

Korpma Bce ocTanbHblE aMBl B 3TOM 3aji€ B CaJ'[aTOBO-HI/IMOHHO-FOHYGO-pO3OBOM unu anenbcuHoBoM. OHa
BRI EJIATIaCh MOMEHTAJIBHO.

ITpocTOoi TOKpPO, HEMHOTO 30JI0THIX KPYKEB I10 Kpalo PYKaBOB B TPU UETBEPTHU U YMEPEHHOTO OEeKOIbTE.
30J10THIE YKpAIIleHHsI, 30JI0TO BOJIoC. YepHOoe ¢ 3010ThIM. TOoHKAas, CII0BHO dhapdopoBas Koxka U SpKue
carndupsl rias.

I'masa cMOTpenu IpsSMo nepen coboi. MuMo Hero.

HeBymKa BOIIJIa B 3ajI, ¥ KOHEYHO XK€, ee 3aMeTusu. [locteneHHo O6H_[I/Iﬁ T'OMOH CTHUX, HO TéM OTYETJIUBEE
OBILIM CIIBIIIHEI B HaCTyrII/IBH_IeI;I THUIINHE OTAOEJIbHBIE HETPOMKHE DEIIJINKH.

— Kxmmwm! Kakoit uBeTok TyT y Tebsi, — KpAKHYJ, o6opadnBasick K Hop6GepTy, cTapeiii mepeyHuk ['uiiom
Caparotckuii. — £ OB C yIOBOIBCTBHEM 3a0pasl 9TO MUJIOE AUTSI K cebe B HEBECTKHU.

Kak packaneHHBIM HOXKOM II0 €T0 HepBaM.
— Tet ono3gan, — ycmexHyncst HopbepT. — DTOT IIBETOK IPUHAMJIEXKUT MHE.
Brimio pesko.

CaparoTckuil OKpPYTIUJI TJla3a U YCTABUJICS Ha HETO MPUOTKPHIB PoT. A HopGepT B 3TOT MOMEHT BUAE
TOJIBKO ee Tjla3a. MeNbKHYBIIee B HUX HENpUusThe U npotectT. OT 9TOTo ropsiyas simoBUTas Aocama
pasnuiacs eie 60mbine. OH CHUCXOOUTEIBHO YILIOHYJICS U TPOTOBOPHII:

— Mos HeBecTa, KHs12kHa M3abenna u3 CaBoCTUH.

Yronku ry6 geByIIKM 4yTh IPUIIOOHSIUCEH B YIIEIOKe, BEJIMKOJIEITHOEe CIIOKOMCTBHE Ha nulle. PeBepanc. OHa
maxke He B3TJISHYyJa B €70 CTOPOHY.

— Kakoii uHTepeCHBIH IMIUIOBHUK, — ITpofopMoTa ero BenudectBo Cepxuo Bamesucckuii, o6opadynBasich
K HEITPUSI3HEHHO CMOTPEBIIIEH Ha 9TO BCe Cynpyre. — YepHBIH

K ueptsm! [IneBaTh eMy OLIJIIO, UTO TaM OCTPST ero roctu. HopOepTy Hamo GbLI0, YTOOH €ro HeBecTa
CMOTpeJIa Ha HeTo.

— BynpbTe mo6e3Hbl, MUsiasi, IOOOUANTE K HaM, — IIPOTSHYJ OH, BaJbsKHO OTKUHYBIIUCH B KpPECJTIE, U
KEeCTOM IIPHUKa3aJl IoJaTh ele OOUH CTYII.

BoT Tenepr eMy mocTancs B3TaSL. TakuM U yOUTH OBIIIO MOXKHO.

*kekok

He 3ps M3abenna He X0Tejla UOTH Ha IPUEM.

Bce B 9TOM 3ae, make CHOBABIIIME MEKAY T'OCTSIMU CIIyTH, TApallW/INCh HAa Hee KaK Ha MUKOBUHHYIO
3BepyIIKYy, KoTopas 6ymeT ux BecenuTh. CIIOBHO yKe MBICJIEHHO U 3a’Kapuiii, U NPUTrOTOBUINCEH 0OTIonaTh
KOCTOYKH.

Ha xoponsa oHa BOBCce He MOTJjla CMOTpPeTh. [ 5, KaK [Jis Hee II0 eTo IIpUKa3y IPUHOCAT ellle OOUH CTYII,
TONBKO JIMIIHUY pa3 yOeaunack B TOM, HACKOJIBKO ei 37ech He pagbl. OH Jaxke 9TOW MeJIOYbio 3apaHee He
03a00THICH.

Pa3roBopr! 1 IBUXKEHHUE B 3ajie BO30OHOBUINCH, My3hIKa 3By4asa ¢oHoM. M3abernna coepxKaHHO
yneibanachk, OTBeYasi Ha UANOTCKUE BOIIPOCH T'OCTEHM U HEe MeHee UAMOTCKUe KoMITuMeHTH Kapia
JIMHOOCCKOTO, BUOUMO PEIIMBIIET0 eANHOIMYHO IPUYIapUTh 3a Hell, ToKa OyOyIui Cynpyr 3aHUMAarcs
TOCTSIMU U IeMOHCTPUPOBAJI CHUCXOOUTEJIbHOE ITpeHeOpexReHne.

Ee Oymymuii cynpyr. Ero mprcyTCTBHE PSOOM OLIYINAIOCh Pa3fpazkaioIliuM OTHEHHEIM CTYCTKOM, OT
KOTOPOT'0 HEeIIPEOHOIUMMO TSTHYJIO OTTOPOAUTLCS. BEHICTpOUTE cTeHy. Ho UueM BEIllle CTAHOBUIIACH CTEHA, TEM
sIDOCTHEee 9TO IJIaMs PBAJIOCh 10 Hee moOpaThcsi. HakoHeI OHa MMPOCTO 3aKPhLIaCh MBICIIEHHO U CTasa
Pas3TIsAnbEBaTh 3all.

3HaKOMEIE YXKe n1ulia. Pa3ps{}KeHHme OaMEI BCE€ TaK 2K€ BEPTEJINCH nobIuxe K KOpPOIJIIO, a Ha Hee
IIOrIsAgbIBaI MEJIBKOM. BbICTp]:Ie B3rnsambel, M3abenmna YJI0BHJIa B HUX KaKO€e-TO CTPaHHOE IIPEeOBKYIIIEHUE.



Cpenu NpHUOBOPHBIX KPACAaBUII He OBIIIO BUOHO TOM, YTO BJIOMHJIACh K KOPOIIIO B KabuHeT. M3ebena
MBICJIEHHO YCMEXHYIach, 04eBUOHO, THe-HUOYOb B CIaJbHE AOKUIAeTCs CBOEr0 BEHIIEHOCHOTO
1000BHHUKA.

KoTopsiii cugut cerdac psigoM C HEM.

CTano TouHO OO oTBpalleHus. HaBepHOe, B KAKOU-TO MOMEHT €€ YyBCTBa BCe-TaKU OTPa3uJIMCh Ha JIUIIE.
[Toromy uTO JIMHOOCCKUU HEMEOJIEHHO CIIPOCUIT:

— Bawm nnoxo, nenu U3abenna?
— Hy 49To BRI, — yneiOHYIAck oHa. — [IpocToO...

— 4 3Har! — TyT 2Ke BIe3 JIBICBHIM M KPYTJIbIM cTapuKamka Caparorckuii, kaxercs, ['uiiom. — FOHasa negu
IIPOCTO 3acupenack. [JamaM HYKHBI TaHIIE! JX, rme Mou MoJonbie ronel? CHIH...

U o6GepHYIICSA K CBOEMY HaCIeJHUKY.
— Jlegu obemana TaHell MHe, — Pas3faliCsi HeIPUSTHO Pe3KHUH IojIoc.
Ee Oymymuit cynpyr.

OH Befb faXke TOJIOBHI HE MIOBEPHY B UX CTOPOHY. HopOGepT ApraHTapcKuil ceiiyac yBjieueHHO GecemoBail
0 4eM-TO ¢ KopoJjieM Cepxuo.

— Hop6epT, TH ke obemian yCTynIuTh MHE? — COCTPOMJI OOMKEeHHBIE KOPOBBY TJjla3a repror JIMHIOCCKUH.
Bot TyT 0H 06epHycs. [1o CTPAHHOCTH 3JI0M B3TJISN U KPUBas YCMEIIKa.

— Xoporuo, Kapi. Tak u 66T, yCTyIIam, pa3 yxK obemart.

— Ilpomry, npekpacHas Jiequ, — TYT XKe pacIiuiblica B yibioke Kapn, npurnamas M3abenny.

Aen BOPYT IIPUIIOMHHUJIOCH, KaK COBCEM HEOAaBHO K HUM B CaBOCTHIO 3arijdageiBajla TPYIIIIa 6pOII$I‘{I/IX
apTtuctoB. OHa IIpUTJIacuia TPYIIIY B 3aMOK, ITOPagoBaTh OBOPHIO. TaM y OOHOTO U3 apTUCTOB Obla
OpeccupoBaHHas cobadyKa B TaKO# KpaCUBOM mecTpoil :o6ouke. Cobayuka HUCIIOJHSIA TPIOKK U OBIIa
reo3geM nporpammel. Cetigac Mi3aberiia 9yBcTBOBaa cebst Tak xKe.

Ho npurnamenue JInegocckoro npuHsmna. [IoToMy 4To 5To OB IPEKPaCHBIM [I0BOL He3aMeTHO YUTH
nocie TaHia. Y ropu Bce TyT OTHEM.

Ynei6aThcst, UCIIONMHATE (PUTYPEHL TAHIIA U CIyIIaTh OECTOJIKOBbIE KOMIUIMMEHTH YBEPEHHOT'O B CBOEH
HEOTPa3UMOCTH KaBajepa, Bce 9TO 6510 jierko. OHa B OYepeqHON pa3 MeXaHU4YeCKU OTBETUIIA U CcTajla
WCKaTh B3TJISIIOM CBOMX CIIYTHUKOB. [ preH ObUI 3aHAT KAKMM-TO CIIOPOM C OOHUM M3 COBETHUKOB KOPOJIS.
A BnauT cTosin noomasnbk. M3abernma He3aMeTHO IIofajia Mary 3HakK, YTO CKOPO COOUpaeTcs: YUTH, TOT Cpa3y
TIOHSJI U KUBHYII.

Tanen HakoOHel 3aKoHYMIICs. OHa mobaromapusia KaBajaepa U C YIBIOKOH, HO PEIIUTEIFHO IOBEPHYIACh K
HeMy CIIMHOM. PsimoM Kak pa3 MPOXOOUII JIaKel C IIOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSIIM BEICOKHE GOKAaIbI C
UTrpucTHIM BuHOM. OueHb KcTaTH. M3abena B3sijla ¢ mogHoca O0Kal U He CIellla IBUHYIach BAOJIb 3ajia B
CTOPOHY BBHIXOZA.

U BOpyT Ha ee IyTH BO3HUKIIA perpaga. [lecTprie muIIIHBIE 100KYM, TTyOOKHEe AeKOIbTe, HE TPYAHO OBIII0
moramaThCsi, UTO Mepeq Hel «po3kl» ApraHTapcKoro aBopa. TeMm Oojiee, 4To OHa y3Hana obeux. Bumena
yKe ofgHaXKAbl B KOPUIOpe IIPU NHTEPECHBIX 00CTOSATEILCTBAX.

— Jlepu Mi3abermna, TO3BOIbTE IPENCTABUTHCS, — Haydasa OOHa C 0YapoBaTeJIbHOM yIIbIOKOM. — f nepgu
Kopusanpa, a aTo negm JlunuaHa.

— OueHb IPUSATHO, — KUBHYJIA B 0TBeT M3abema.

— Kak Bam HpaBuTCH IIpu ABOpe?

— BeckMa, — OoTBeTHJIa OHA, OTIHMBAS I'JIOTOYEK M3 OOKaja ¥ pa3biCKMBast B3TIsSOoM biaHTa.
— Hy na, BB 2Ke HaBepHsiKa He IPUBLIKIU K TAKOMY, — CO CMEILIKOM IIPOrOBOpUJIa OLHA.

— Benukonenuio, — NPofoIXKUIa gpyras, ©300pa3suB caMylo JIy4IIyIO YIIBIOKY.

BoT kak? [laMbl peumainu oKa3aTh SIIOBUTHIE 3yOKU?

MoxHO OBIJIO OBI M1 OTBETUTH PO TO Bejukoienue. Ho pa3s yk oHa BCe paBHO He cOOMpaiach 3ech
3amepkuBaThCs, M3aberia MpoCTO CMEHHUIIa TEMY.



— A rme Xe Ballla TPeThs IIOAPYTa, YTO-TO €e He BUMHO? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHA.
— Bur mpo menu AMenuHOy? — cepebpucTo paccMesiyiachk Ta, KoTopas JIunuaHa.

— OHa cefiyac OXXHOaeT ero BeJINYECTBO B... OTOEJILHOM KaOuHeTe. Y HUX IJIaHbl Ha CerofHsIIIHNN
BeUYep, — C TAaMHCTBEHHLIM BUIOOM coolimuiia Kopu3aHma.

[TpumepHO uTO-TO TaKoe M3abenna u nogo3pesana. Ho mouemy-To ceffuac oT CJIOB 3TOY IaMOYKY y Hee
cBeno ropno. bonbHo. He mpomoxHyTh. [IpUIIIOCEH OTIIUTS €l1le TJIOTOYEK U BAOXHYTh IOTIy0xkKe. A maMbl
CMOTpEeJIH BHUMATENIbHO, K nanu peaknuio. Her, M3abemnna He cobupanack gaBaTh IOBOJ OJIS PATOCTH.

— A BHI B KypCe IJIaHOB €ro BeJIN4YeCcTBa? — CIpPOCHUia OHa HeGPEexKHO.

— Hy ga, — ToMHO noBens nijedamu, Iporosopuna jgenu Kopusanga. — MuI Beob DpupgepAKUBaeMCcs
HETJIaCHOTO A0T0BOPA, KTO U3 HAc Korga OyAeT pajoBaTh €T0 BEeIWYECTBO... — OHA BhIePIKaja may3y u
BbIgana: — B mocTenu.

Ymap MOXKeT OOCTUTHYTH IIeJTH TOJIBKO pa3. HemoroBapuBaHUs U MPUOLIXaHUS €€ yKe He TPOTally,
H3zabenna npocTo pa3o3Iuiachk.

— YMMM, — MSATKO IPpOMypJIEIKaja OHa OTIIUBas elle IJI0TOYeK.
Ho, nmoxoxe, CBOi I'J1aBHLIN yaap AaMbl Ipubeperiu HalloCIenokK.

— ,HYMaIO, BRI IIOHUMAETE, YTO CO CBagbOOM HUYEro He U3MEHUTCS. Tak 4TO, eCJIU XOTUTE BUIOETH KOpOJid B
CBOEU CIlajbHe, CTAHOBUTECH B odyepenb, MUjiad Jieogun H3zabenna.

A BOT 3T0 6BIIO y2Ke cMenrHo. JIIoOOBHUIIE JKEHUXA AEaloT el Meapoe NPeqioXkKeHne BCTYIIUTD B UX
y3Ku# KpyKoK? Hy-HYy.

N3zabenna o6epHyIach IOCMOTPETh Ha KOPOJISA, B 9TOT MOMEHT OH C I'TyOOKOMBLICIIEHHBIM BUIOM OecemoBall
¢ I'mitomoMm CaparotckuM. CKOJIB3HYJI 10 HEU B3TJIAAOM U TYT K€ CHOBA OTBEPHYJICH.

— To ecTh, B 1€y, BEPHOMOAIaHHEIE ero BenuuyecTBa HopGepTa ApraHTapCCKOro ¥ IOTOBH UCIOIHUTD
m060i#t ero mprKa3. BepHo? — MIETOTOM CIIPOCHUIIa OHA.

— Pa3YMeeTCH, nenu H3zabenna, Pa3yMeeTCs. — U CTOJIBKO CHHUCXOXKIOEeHHUs B I'OJIOCe...

— Bor u xopoIro. A 51 ero HeBeCTa, — IPOTOBOPUIIA OHA C YJIHIOKOH. — UM 3aBTpa CTaHy Ballledl KOPOJIEBOH.
3HAYUT, BEIKA3bIBasi HEYBaXKEHUE MHE, MUJILIE JIeOH, BbI OCKOPOIIsieTe CBOEro KOPOJIs.

IlaMbl 0KMOany HECKOJIBKO WHOTO 3(ddeKTa, ToToMy 4TO 06e 3aCThIIM, YCTaBUBLINCEH Ha Hee. A M3abenna
IIPOTSIHYJIA TOyIyCTOM GOKas TOH, YTO CTosyIa ONuKe K Hel, U ¢ yIBIOKOM MPOu3Heca:

— BynwsTe mi00e3Hbl, 1efu, TocTaBbTE MO G0Kasl BOH Ha TOT CTOJIHUK.

OmapameHHHﬁ B3rJidQ4 OaMbl CBEPKHYJI 4€M-TO B€CbMa II0XO02KHUM Ha HEHaBUCTBL, HO OoKan oHa IIOKOPHO
B3sna. Yto u Tpe60BaJ’IOCB. Bonbuie I/Isaﬁenny B 9TOM 3ajie HU4Y€ero He 3aaepzxKuBalio.

Ona KHBHYIJIA obeuM u 6BICTpO II0IIIJIa K BBIXOOY.
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B mBepsix 3anma M3abenny xkpan BrmaHT, 3aBUEB, YTO OHA ITOAXOMAUT, Mar IIOCTOPOHUJICS, YTOORI HaTh e
IOpOTy.

— Bce B nopsinke, MUnenu? — TUXO CIIPOCUJI OH.
— IIa. — oTBeTuna Usabesna, mogaBiisis MPOTUBHYIO IPOXKE BHYTPH.

Bce B nopsimke. TonbKo 6€3yMHO XOTEJI0Ch COAPATh C cebst BCe, IIaThe 3TO, YKpalleHus. Bee
GeccMeicienHOo. OHa HEOCO3HAHHBIM XKEeCTOM IIPoBeia o ceGe, CIIOBHO IPsI3b OTPSIXMBAJIA.

— Munenu, 1 MOTY IOMOYbL?

Mar 6511 cepbe3eH. M3abesia HUKOTAA He MOTJIa MMOHSTh, CKOJIBKO eMy Ha CaMOM AeJie JIET, IOTOMY YTO
MacTep BiaHT Bcerga BRITIISIAEN B OMHOM II0pe, ¥ 9Ta AeMOHHYecKasi BHEIITHOCTE [ejlajla ero BecbMa
WHTEPECHBIM MYKYMWHOM 6e3 Bo3pacTa. Ho celiyac OH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee Kak OTell.

— He x04y Bcero 3Toro, — y Hee BBIPBAJICSI CIIOHTAHHHIN KeCT. — He Xo4y UATH B 9TOM AypPaIlKOM IIjlaThe
110 KOPUIOPaM 3TOr0 OypauKoro 3aMka. He xouy, 4TOOB Ha MEHS HSIJIUIIUCh BCE, KOMY HE JIeHb, U
TMOKa3kIBaIM nasnbilamMu. Mcue3nyTs Obl. XOTh HEHAHOJITO.

OH 1I1eBeIbHYJT OPOBIMHU.
— Hy... Ecu Ha Ballle MeCTO HEHano0JIro BEPHETCS CEKPEeTapkb...

Ona pe3Ko 3aMepJia, OTIgHyIach. HampoTUB Kak pa3 Oblyla OTKPHITAst ABEPH B KaKyIO-TO KOMHATY,
H3zabenia HEIPHYIA TyOa.

— Jla momoxkguTe BRI, JIegu! — IIumes Mar, 6pocasiCh CIemOM.
ITo cuacThi0, KOMHATa Oblla MyCTa.

— IaBaiiTe croma Balil KocTioM. M, mactep Biaut, 6ygbTe Tak mo00e3Hb, TOKapayabTe, YTOOR HUKTO CIOOa
He CYHYyJICsI, — IIMKHYyJa OHa, 3abupas y HeTo KOCTIOM, ¥ I0PKHYJIa 3a IIOPThEpY.

BraHTy HU4YEero He 0CTaBajloCh, KpoMe KaK HaOpPOCUTH T0JIOT HEBUAUMOCTHY M KapayuTh. Bce 3TO eMy He
0YeHbL-TO HPaBUJIOCh, Mar Cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO KOPOJIb U3 IIOPOILI PEBHUBIEB. M ITOX0XKe, UHTEIL... KXMMM,
YyBCTBOM IOMOPa COBEPIIIEHHO He 00e300paxkeH.

— Kak Tam I'puen? — nwixtena Msabenna nepeopeBasich.

— Cniacu60, XOpOIII0, HAIll YIIPAaBJIAIONINN HaIlleJl YYeHBIX MyxkKel, OpaTeeB 110 pa3ymy. [Toxoxe, oH TaM
HaMOJIT0 3aCTPJI, ¥ Hallle OTCYTCTBUE BPSM U 3aMEeTUT PaHbIlle, YeM dyepe3 dac.

— Vry... macTep bnanT, HepXKuUTe, — OHa CyHYyJla eMy CBEpHYTOe B y3el miatbe. — OCTOPOKHO, TaM
BHYTDH...

— [la moHsA, S MOHSJI, — HPOIIUIIEN TOT, OBICTPO OTIIPABJISIS B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN KapMaH HaPSI KHIXKHBI
BMeCTe C IparoleHHOCTIMU. — BEIXonuTe yXkKe, Hafo HaKlanblBaTh UIIM03uio. bricTpee!

— A B yeM meno, BooOIe? — Bo3MyTujiach M3abesa, BeIe3ast U3-3a IOPThEePHl. — Temepn-To K 4eMy
criemka?

— Jlenu, BH m10X0 cebe IpeICcTaBiseTe, YTO 3@ TUII 3TOT Balll OyAymui cynpyr, — 60pMoTan Mar,
HaKJTagblBasi UIITI03UI0. — OH JXKe HeMeaJIeHHO OPOCUTCS 3a BaMU BIOTOHKY, KaK TOJIbKO 3aMETHUT, YTO Bac
HeT B 3ase! Hy BoT, rotoBo, ybbddd...

W3 kopupopa mocasiancs IyM, TPOMKHUE, YBEPEHHEBIE IIaru.

— YxomguwMm, xkuBo! — 3aToponuicsa biaHT.

— ITogoxpouTe, a Kak e rojgoc?! — MUCKHYyJa OHa.

— Hert Bpemenu, OymeTe Mom4daTh, — U MMOTSIHYJI €€ 3a co00M B KOHEI] KOPHUAopa.

Ycnenu BoBpeMsa. OGepHYBIINUCH Ha 11yM, Y3abesia 3aMeTusia B KOpUOOpPe KOPOJIsl, HO II0 CYACThI0, OHU
y3Ke CBEPHYJIH 3a YTOoJI, a IOTOM Ha JIECTHHUIY IJIs ciyTr. He 3ps Bce-TaKu HCCIIeOBaId 3aMOK BUepa.

IanbIiiie MOXKHO OBIIIO YXe He OexkaTh. 10 caMBIX TOCTEBHIX ITOKOEB M3abesiia IIoToM IIjia MOJI4a. Hy'MaTB
HU O 4YeM He XOTEJIOCh. XOTEJIOCh 3aJIe3Th B BaHHY U 3a0BITH 000 BCEM.
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KOpOJ'IIO TAZXKEJIO JaJICA 3TOT IIPUeM.

He cMoTpeTh, yoepKuBaTh ce0s1 Ha MecTe GhII0 aficCKu TPYOHO. Kak Ha yrisix CHUAEeN U BCe PABHO JIOBUII
Kakfioe CIIOBO, MHTOHAIINIO, OTCJIeXXUBAJl BHYTPEHHUM YyTheM Kaxkmoe ee aBuxkeHnue. OcobeHHOo, KoTha
OeJio OOIIJIO [0 TaHIEB.

Hapmo 651710 mommepskuBaTh Pa3roBOp U OejlaTh BUM, YTO eMy NHTepecHOo, a y HopGepTa pyku yecanuch
BCTPSIXHYTh KaK ClieiyeT cTapuHy KapJsa, YTOOH He TSHYJ K HEM CBOM Jalbl. A 3Ty IeBHUILy B3SATh 3a
TOHKYIO IIEUKY ¥ IPUTAIIUTEL Ha3an. Y ycaguts pagoM!

U TeMm He MeHee, OH mocnymian ['moMa, He cIellla BEICKa3aJICsA B OTBET, a IIOTOM He CIiellla IIOTHSJICS.
— Ilotiny, pa30MHY HOTH.

— Ia-ma, s BCe mOHMMaAI0, MOIOAAst HeBeCTa, — XUXUKHYJT CaparoTCKWH, MOTPO3UB €My IajiblleM. — JX,
rome Mou MoJiodble roabl. f ObI moka3an tebe...

Hop6epT cHUCXOOUTEIbHO YCMEXHYJICS B OTBET:
— Pap, 9TO THI Teneprs HE OIlaceH.

— Xe-xe, S-TO He OIlaCeH, HO THl CMOTPHU B 06a, — CparoTCKU# OTJITHYJICS IO 3aJ1y, XUTPO IIyps
BBIIIBETIINE I'TIa3KM, — A TO YBeOyT KpacaBully.

Y 3axmxuKa elle rpoMye.
— He yBenyT, — oTpe3an HopbeprT.

BoT Teneps OH OelCTBUTENIBHO COPBAJICS C MeCTa U Iolues B 3aj. Ho rge oHa? Bcero MuHyTy Hasaj OH
BHUEJ, KaK OHA pasroBapuBala ¢ faMaMmu. Elfe Torga ero mokKopoOusio ¥ HAIPSTIIOo, IOTOMY M PEITu
BMeIIaThCA.

Ho geBymiku B 3aje He 0b1710. He Ob17T0 BUAHO ¥ JIMHIOCCKOTO.
A Ba mytu HopGepT HaTKHYJICA Ha TeX CaMbIX JaM.

— YT0 37EeCh MPOU30ILI0? — PSABKHYJ, TJISIAS Ha HOTYIMyCTONM OOKa B pyKe OOHOU u3 HUX. — ['me nemu
H3zabenna?

KpacaBuiipl Ka3anmch UCITYTaHHBIMU U BHITJISIAEJIN CTPaHHO, negu Kopu3aHaa, CIOBHO OYHYBIIUCH,
cpsiTajya 3a CIMHY 00KaJjl U IIpoJjierneTrarna:

— Hwuuero, cup.
— Cup, MBI He 3HaeM... — IINPOKO OTKPHIB I'JIa3a, 3allenTana jlequ JlunuaHa.

Kak pa3apaxarlIle 3TO BEITJIAZENO! A ero CTpOHTHBOfI HEeBEeCTEI, KaK Ha3J10, CJie[d IIPOCTHIJI. Hop6epT
CKJIOHHUJICA K HUM.

— YTO0 BHI €l CKa3aJIu, JIeau?

Bompoc mpo3ByYan 06MaHYMBO MSITKO, HO 3@ MSTKOCTBIO SIBCTBEHHO OIIYIAJIOCh PEIYaHue. [laMbl TYT XKe
cTanu npsATaTth ria3a. Obe mpucenu B peBepaHCe U B YHUCOH Hadaayu IPUYUTATD:

— Cup, n10oBEPHTE, HUYETO TAaKOr'0, MBI IIPOCTO TOBOPUJIX O Bac...
— OOBIYHBIE JKEHCKHE CEeKPETHI, CUP, IOXKAaIyHCTa...
Hop6GepT roToB ObUI IPUAYMIUTE 00EUX.

Ho cetiuac emy ObIJIO He OO HUX, OPOCHUII IaM ¥ CTPEMUTEIBHO HATPABUJICA K BRIXOOY M3 3ajia. [IpoKIisiToe
Hacjegue MPeOKOB He JaBajio IIOKOsI, TAIIMIIO eTo 3a Hel, myIry BeIMaThiBamo. OH HUKOT{a He UCIIBIThIBAII
momo6HOTO, 3TO OBIIO YHU3UTEJIBHO, Y2KACHO ¥ BMECTE C TEM — T'OPsido!
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Ha sToMm nipueMe negu AMeNIMHOA TaK ¥ He IIOSBUJIACh, HO HACUET OTHEJIbHOTO KaOuHeTa JaMEl He
conranu. OHa OeMCTBUTEIbHO HaXOOMJIach B OOHOM M3 KOMHAT HeOaJjIeKo OT 3ajia. KcTaTu, BEICTAaBUTh Ha
ImocMelnuine 3aMyXpaIKy u3 CaBocTuu, Oblia ee umesi. A nmenu Jlunuatna u KopusaHga ugero cpasy
nopapmeprKany, n00 HUYTO TakK He 00beAUHSET KEHIIUH, KaK BO3MOXKHOCTD IPYKUTH IPOTUB 00IIlero Bpara.



Temepb 6nucTaTeNbHAS ey AMENUHIA CUieNia TaM OfiHa, U3HBEIBAs OT HEM3BECTHOCTH, U C HETEPIIEeHUEM
XKpasna pe3ynbraTt. Ho BOT IBEpPh OTKPHUIACH, ¥ Y JAMEI I'Jla3a PacCIIMpPUIINCh OT YOUBJIEHUs. BMmecTo ee
IIOAPYT B KOMHATy O0YKOM IIPOTUCHYJICS ero cBeTiocTh Kapsn JIuHmocckuii. YBUEN ee, U Tak U 3aMep,
mopwIBasick cbexkath. Ho moToM BhIma:

— Jlegun Amenunpa? He oxkupgan 3mechk Bac 3acTaTh...

Jlemu cpaldy cMekHyIa, 4TO JIMHOOCCKUYM XOTh U He KOPOJIb, HO TOXKE XOJIOCTSAK. Y1 04eHb U 04eHb
Heroxas napTtus. [IpaBma, ero CBETIOCTh NOYEMY-TO HHTEPECOBAJICS 3TOM HAa30UIUBOM KHSIKHOU U3
CaBocTuH, HO 3TO HUYETO He 3Ha4YUJIO.
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Cuauana HopGepT paccuuThiBaa HarHaTh AEeBUIY cpa3y Ha BHIXOJE M3 3ajia, IOTOMY YTO YUTHU JajeKo OHa
mpocTto He Morya. OOQHAaKO B KOPUOOpE ee He ObIJIo. M BCce CTajio pacTSATUBATLCSA B KaKyIO-TO AyPaIKYyIO
snoner. Koposi nomnagancsa KTO yTOOHO, CIyru, IPpUABOpHEIE. Bece, kpome Hee. Mcuesnal

He 6nu10 Bumso u JInEmocckoro. JypakoMm HopGepT He Obnl. Icue3HYTH OHA MOTJIa TOJIBKO B OJHOU U3
KoMHaT. CupsaTtanuck?! Y Hero oT HeXOpoIIux MOAO3PEHUN CBeJIo nanblikl. I TyT ero BeIudecTBo
HATKHYJICSI V OMHOM U3 IBepel Ha cTtapyio ciieTHully biusapny Oyko. Bun y nenu OB TaKOM, CIIOBHO €€
pacnupaet OT XKeJlaHUS IOOEeNUTHCSI HOBOCThI0. OTHEM IIONIBIXHYJI BHYTPU T'HEB.

OH He CcTaji XKOaTh, BRICAOUJI C HOTH OBEDb.

BryTpu 6811 Kapn JIuHmocckuii ¢ ero ObIBIIEH M000BHUIIEH AMeNmuHOOW. Bun y 06oux omapaineHHbi. O6a
OBLTH OLETHI, HO TEIEPh JIEOU BCe PABHO Obljla CKOMIpoMeTupoBaHa. ¥ amunb! Hop6epT prIBKOM
3aXJIOMHYJ OBEPD, He oOpalras BHUMAHUS Ha TO, YTO JIMHIOCCKUU BHIJIETEIT CJIEIOM.

ITneBaTs!

Koposnb pa3BepHycsa U HapaBUJICA IPSIMO B TOCTEBOE KPHIJIO.
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CTtpaHHOe caMouyBCcTBUE. KakK TUMOH BEIXKATHIN.

— Munenu, 4To TaM OBLIIO Ha ITpreMe? — cIpaliuBaia Memnucca.

y KaMEepPHUCTKH I'jila3a I'opeJjik OT r000MEITCTBA, a M3abenne IIPOCTO OTBETUTH el OBLIIO HeYero, IIyCTOTa
HaBaJInJIaCh Ha Hee, IIOJIHOCTEHIO IIOTrJIoIIas SMOIUN.

— BrI7I0 MHOTO NTI0Iel, — IPOTrOoBOpUIIa OHa BsAN0o. — OpraHu3yl MHe BaHHY. [loxanyiicta. ... Bce, TOTOM
OoCTaBb MeHs. 4 IpocTo ycTana.

OHH TOJILKO uTO BepHYyIUCH ¢ birantom. Mnmi03uio Mar CHsJI IpsiMO B Kopupmope, u M3abemnra cpaly yciana
ero o0paTHO Ha ImpueM, IpeaynpenuTs ['prueHa, YTo oHa «goMa». YToOH CTapHK IIyMa He MOJgHUMAJI.

B cBoro cnanpHI0 M3abemnia 06ecCuIeHHO BBAIMJIach BCE B TOM Ke KOCTIOMe cekpeTapsi. Menucca
BEIT@pallliJia Ha Hee Ijla3a, HO HU4Yero 10 9TOMy II0BOIYy He cKa3asa. Ee Kyma 0oibIille HHTEPECOBAJl IPUEM
y koporsi. Ho celiuac geByiika 6e3 CJI0B HaOJIHKWIIA €¥ BaHHY, OBICTPO MOAorpena Boay apTedakToM u
BBIIILJIA, TIPEAYITPEUB:

— Mumnenu, s TYT PSAOM, IO30BUTE, €CIIH OYOy HYXKHA.
H3abesta BsIo mpobopMoTaa:
— Xoporiio.

U ycenach Ha KpoBaTh. [IoTOM CTsiHYJa C ce0Os Bce, 3ajie3jIa B TOPSUYI0 BOOY M 3aKphiia rinasa. v
KaXkeTCsi, HEMHOTO YIL/IbI/Ia B COH, OTKJII0YasiCh OT PealbHOCTH.

[TouTu cpa3y pa30ymusl BHE3AMHLIM IyM U rojoca. OHa BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, TOBOPAYMUBASICH K IIBEPH, TOJIHKO
X0TeJla M03BaTh Menuccy, Kak ABEPh C TPECKOM pacIlaxHyJack.

Ha mopore cTosii coGCTBeHHOM ITepcoHo HopOepT ApraHTapCKU.

Pe3ko TONKHYI OBEPH PYKOM, 3aKPHIBAS €€, a CaM 3aMep U BIIUJICA B HEE TOPSIIINM B3TJISIZOM. A IOTOM
Me[JIeHHO, CJIOBHO XUIITHUK K N0oObIYe, noiresn Buepen. K Heit. FI3abenna HeBOIBHO BleNIKIAaCh B Kpast
BaHHBI. XOTEIOCH CIIPSITATLCS, CIKATHCS B KOMOK, CTaTh HEBUAUMOM. [ToTOMY OH... CITUIIKOM GOJIBIIOHN,
CIWIIKOM CUJIBHBEIM My>K4umHa! A OHaA mepen HUM KaK KPOJIMK mepeq yoaBoM. [IeixaHnue cOMIIOCH, 10 CIIUHE
no6exkajy MypallKHu...



MyX4YuHa Pe3KO0 CTIIOTHYJ U CJIOBHO O4HYCA. [IIlyMHO BBITOXHYJI, C YCUJIUM 3aCTaBJIsisi ce0s 0TBECTH
B3TJISI.

W Bopyr HaAnpsrcs, Kak 3Beph liepeq IPBIKKOM.
— YT0 3T0? — B rojIoce 3By4as XOJIOOHEINM MeTaJll.

A V3abenna TOIBKO cefdac MOHsIA, HAa YTO OH cMOTpuUT. Ha KpoBaTu OBIJIa Pa3fioKeHa MyKCKas Onexkaa
«CeKpeTapsi».
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CHauaJia OH 4YyTh He IIOTEPSJI OCTAaTKU Pa3yMa, KOrfa yBUHETI ee TOJIyI0 B BaHHe. TO, YTO OBUTAJI0 UM
HU3HYTPHU, PE3KO 3aXBaTUIO0 BiacTh. OHO TpebGoBao:

— Haine. B3aTte.

Yero cTOUJIO yaepKaTh KOHTPOJIb, BHYIIIUTh TOMY HEHACHITHOMY, alTYHOMY, IIOCEJIUBIIEMYCST B HEM, YTO
HaOo MOOOoKIOaTh [0 3aBTpa. CMupun. 3acTaBuil ce0si OTBEPHYTHCS.

YTOoO6H yBUAETH BOT 3TO BOT?

[IpoknaTOe HacJiegue MPEOKOB TYT JKe B3PEBEJIO B HEM, pa3nupasi rpyab 6051bi0. CaMoi HaCTOSIIEH,
ocsizaemoii. bonb rHe3guiIach B TPyAy, Mellajia ObIIaTh. 3aTO OCTHIJI, 3aTSHYJICS JIbAOM pPa3yM.

HaBepHoOe, OH BCe BpeMs 4ero-TO TaKoro IOACIIyOHO XkpaaJs. FMckan B Hel u3bsaH. Korga Hailten, ygap
oKasaJiCs TaK CHUJIeH, YTO...

Hop6epT cTUCHYI 3y0OHL.

Yuuxkath cebs paccnenosarueM Hopbept He cobupancs. OH IPOCTO CIIPOCUII:
— YTt0 270?

MomnuaHue B OTBET.

Koneuno ona 6ymeT mosyath! Ilomanack ¢ MOMUYHBEIM U3BOPOTIUBAS IOPASUYKa.

Ha camowMm pene oH KaTeropudecku He xkenan ciablmaTth oTBeT. OH HE XOTEJI 3HaTh, ¢ KeM OHa crnaja u
ckonbko pa3. HET! Hukakux onpaBaauuit HE HATO! OH XKeHUTCS Ha Hel B JII0O0M ciydae. B mo6om.

Ho xak x&e 3T0 G0JIbHO, UepT ero mobepH.

— H3BoJbTE HE TIOKKUAATh CBOEH KOMHATHI, Jieiu. BeHYaHue 3aBTpa POBHO B OOMHHAMAIATh. [locTapaiiTech
He omo31aTh, — Opocuii, He 060pPaYMBasICh, U BHIIIET.

kekok

WoroTtu3M cuTyauuu jlaBUHON oOpymuiics Ha M3abenny. ITpocroit Boripoc. Ho naxe ecnu 6vl 3axoTena,
OHa CJI0OBa He MOTJia BHaBuTh. [la ¥ KakKoro yepra?!

OmpaBObIBaTHCS? DTO OBIIIO HUXKE €€ JOCTOMHCTBA.

IToka3bsIBaTh YTO-TO YEJIOBEKY, B CIIa/IbHIO K KOTOPOMY O4Yepenb pacircaHa Ha rogsl Buepen?! 3auem? On
y2Ke BCe PEeILInJI ¥ IPUTroBOP el BEIHEC.

OHa cMOTpeJia, KaK 3TOT OIaCHBIM, ABIIIAIUN JTeqsIHEIM THEBOM MyXKYKWHa BEIXoguT. Cribillana, Kak OH
npuka3siBaeT CBOEU cTpaxke BcTaTh y ABEpe ee cranbHu. Crbllana Opsranue opyKusi, BUHEIa ero
monedt mennpbKoM. OH make OBePb He COM3BOJIUII 3a COO0M [0 KOHIIA 3aKPHITh.

N3zabenna 3axmypunack. CTpalrHoe YHUXKEHHE, HO B KAKOW-TO CTEIIeHHW OHa ero 3aciyxkuna. Cama
BMHOBaTa, He Hamo OBLIO...

HaBepHoe 3TO BCe MPOO0JIKanoCh HelOJro, HO BCe OTHOCUTEILHO, KOTHa Thl CUOUIIE Tojlast B BaHHE, a 3a
OBEepbhI0 TBOEH CIlaJbHU BEICTpauBaeTcs cTpaxa. CIIycTs Ieyio BEUHOCTh B KOMHATY CKOIb3HYy a 6efas oT
ucmyra Memnucca u 3aKpbljia HAKOHEII 9Ty OBEPb.

— Mu... MuIegu... — C TPYOOM BRIJaBHUIIa OHA M 3alljlaKara.
— Bce xopomio, Menucca, mogai MHe, Y4eM 00TepeThCs, ¥ IIOMOTH BHIOPAThCST M3 BaHHHI.

— Munepu Mzabenmna... — 60opMoTana OeByIKa, OIIYCTHB I'0JIOBY. — Bcex Hammx u3onupoBanu. CTpaxa B
KOPHUJODE...

— 3TO HUYEro, — OTPEIIeHHO IPoTSHy1a M3abemnma.
Ho Kaxk e 9T0 OBIJIO YYTOBUIIIHO OOUIHO.

OH COBEpPIIIEHHO HE OCTABUII €M JIMYHOTO IIPOCTPaHCTBa. I'py0o pacToIiTas, HarasgHO IT0Ka3kiBas el B
o4YepenHOU pas, YTO OHA HUKTO ¥ HUYEro A1 Hero He 3Ha4uT. M3abenna u He mogo3pesasa, 9TO 3TO
MOJKET €€ HaCTOJIbKO PAHUTh. YHU3UTEJIbHO. YHUIUTEIILHO, IIPOCTO [0 KPalHOCTH.



Hapmo Gr110 3a1aBUTh B ce6e 9TO ¥ AyMaTh O TJIaBHOM.
— BnauT, 'puen? OHU BepHYIUCH?
— Her eme, Mmunenu.

ITnoxo. I'pueH, KOrga YBUAUT TYT ApraHTapCcKylo CTpaxy, C yMa coiger. O0s13aTeIbHO IIOOHUMET IITyM,
pa3HepBHUYaeTcsA. Eile ygap cTapuka XBaTUT, KaK €U IOTOM IIepef ero CYIpyroi OnpaBaBIBaTLCSA?
3abupara 3mOPOBEIM, a BHIILIO... Kak BhIIIIO0. OfHa HagexXKfa, YTO ero KaK-TO CMOXKET YTUXOMUPUTH
BnanT.

Efi 6B meperoBOPUTh C BEPHBIMHU JTIOIBMHE ceddac... Ho, oueBUOHO, €l TaKOli BO3MOXKHOCTH He
npenocTaBaT. Y Hee OyAeT TOIbKO HEOOJTBIIION TPOMEKYTOK BpEMEHM Iepeq IIepeMOHNEN, KOT[ia ee CBUTA,
COTJIaCHO 3THKETY, 3aliMeT MeCTO PSLOM C Hel.

— [NaBa# yxke craTh, — CKa3aja OHa HaKOHeIl N3HePBHUYABIIENCST KaMePUCTKe. — Bce paBHO HHUYEro
JIy4Illero Mel cefyac He MPUayMaeM.

CnaTtb. YTpoM OymeT BUIOHO.

kkk

A HopGepT BepHyJcsa B 3an. OH 3Ke KOPOJb, B ero foMe rocTu. Ero MecTo psamoM ¢ roctssMu. CMOTpPEN B UxX
Jnia, KPUBUJICS CHUCXOOUTEIbHOM YIIRIOKOW, KuBas. [laxke oTBedarn Bronap. [IpaBga, oH 3a0blI, KaKOTO
YyepTa OHU BCE CJIETEJIMCH CIOfja KaK CTEPBSITHUKH.

Ax, ma. Y Hero 3aBTpa cBambOa.
Y100 OH CHOX.
VYnyuuB momeHT, ero noiman Kapn JIuamocckuii. Hop6epT XMypo yCTaBUIICS Ha €r0 PYKYy Ha CBOeM JIOKTe.

— Hop6epT, — Havas KpacaBell Irepiior, HaOLYKUBIIKUCE ¥ OTHOBPEMEHHO [eJlasi HEeBUHHEIE KOPOBLU
TJIa3Ku. — f roTOB OTBETUTH. JI06ast caTucdakuus. Ho moBeps, s HU CI0OBOM, HU [eJIOM He coOuparncs
Te6st ockopO6uTh. Y Tem 6ojiee HE MOKYIIAICH. ..

TonBpKO 3TOTO €My He XBaTaJio AJI OYIIEeBHOT'O CIIOKOMCTBUL!
— T®I 0 yeM ceiigac? — riyxo 3aperdan HopbOepr.
Kpacasels e1re G0JIbIlle BEITAPAIIUII TJIa3KH.

— Hy kak xe... Jlenu AMenunga u s1. Ho g KnssHych Te6e, HU4ero He ObITO, 5T 3a0pen Ty[a COBEPIIEHHO
ciy4danHo!

— Ax-xa-xa, — paccmessicas HopbepT, moTupasi IepeHOoCuIry.

Ecnu 651 Bce OBIIO Tak JIETKO PeIraeMo Kak 3To!

— ¥V MeHs kK TeOe HeT IpeTeH3uu.

— Oyyyxxx. — obJierdeHHo BeIIoxHYI Kapi u pacusen yneIOKOM.

— Ho, — HopOepTt nogusan nanen. — Jlemu AMenuHOa MOXeT IO0TPpeOoBaTh, YTOOB TH Ha HEH...

U B3sin may3y, BUAS Kak OimegHeeT JIMHOOCCKUH, KaK Y HETO BBEITSTUBAETCS JIUII0 OT OCO3HAHUS
MepPCIeKTUB. MOXKeT, 3TO U OBIJIO MEJIKO, HO KOPOJIb MCIHITAJI YIOBIeTBOpeHue. [IoToMy 4TO He TOIIBKO
€My OJHOMY [IOJI2KHO OBIThH IIJIOXO CETOIHS.

— Bpart! — 3amenTarn, nmomaBimck Brepen Kapn. — 4 K Helt He npuKacalcs, faxe 0JIM3KO0 He ITOOaX0omut!
— 41 3Ha10, — JIEHWBO IPOTSIHYJI OH. — B mpuHIuIe, TaM OBLJI TOIBKO OOUH CBUMETE]b.

— KT0? — pemuTenbHO CIIPOCHUII TePLOT.

— Jleogu bnusappa ®yxko.

— Cnacu6o, 6pat! f TBOM HONMKHUK, — BoomytieBusicss Kapn. — M KkcTaTH, mo3mpaBisiio co cBambpboii! Tebe
KPYIITHO TIOBE3JIO.

Hop6epT 3aCMesJICs, C TPYAOM BBIOJOXHYB HAXJIBIHYBIIIYIO CHOBA 9Y€PHYIO rOpeysb.

ITosezmo. a.



kkk

Bo Bcskom Clly4dae, j1egu BHI/I3apJIa TOYHO MOTJIa CKa3aThk, YTO e€¥ moBe310. OHa U CIIJIETHIO ycieia
PaCIIpOCTPAHUTh, B C JImrmocckoro KPYTJIEHBKYIO CYMMY CTpPsACIIa 3a MOJTYaHHUe.

YTo KacaeTcs jlequ AMenuHOEBL, Ta CYKUTalla, YTO JajleKo He Bce ellle ToTepsiHo. Pa3 KOposb caM JTUYHO
Opocurncs ee UCKaTh... M 3acTasn no4YTH YTO B OOBATUSX JIIOOOBHUKA... DTO HM UTO UHOE KaK PEeBHOCTS!
HNHaye, yeM OOBSICHUTH TOT (AKT, UYTO OH XJIOMMHYJI ABEPHIO TaK, YTO IITyKAaTypKa MOCHIIANIach?

Jlegu 0osinachk CI'JIa3UTh, HO KaXKeETCH, IIPUBOPOT oaenCcTBOBAall.
kkk
A BeHIIEHOCHEIE TOCTH Ha6n}op;am/1 1 BBICKA3BIBAJIK Pa3HbIE ITPENIIOJIOKEHHN .

W BCce oxXHOau 3aBTPAIIHero Ous. [IHS cBagbObI.
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Kak mpomina Houb, MI3abernia He XoTejia BcrioMuHaTh. OHa MMOYTH He cliaja. Mennucca BepTeiachk psaoM Ha
cBoeil nexanke. Oxasna U B3[bIXajla BO CHe, TOIbKO N00aBIIsis HEPBO3HOCTU CBOE XO3AUKE.

A yTpo Havanock paHo.

[Toxoxe, mparolleHHbIN OyayIIui CynIpyT PEIIniI CO3aTh el Ka3apMeHHEBIe YCIIOBUS Xu3Hu. He ycmesna
OHa TOJIKOM YMBITBhCSI, B KOMHATy mocTy4danu. [IpuHecnu 3aBTpak. KopomeBckuil CTpaxkKHUK MOT4a
Iepemar IogHoC, Menucca Tak ke Mojida ero 3abparsa ¥ moctaBuia nepep Hei. [loToM Bce-Taku
BBITABUJIA U3 ce0s KAJKYIO YITBIOKY:

— Munenu, moects Hamo. HensBecTHO, KOT{ia MOTOM yIaCTCH...
W3abernna B3rNsSHyNla Ha Hee. Hamo ke, maxke KaMepHCTKa ee XkaneeT. YTo XK BCe Tak IIJI0X0-TO?
— IIa, Hamo Ovl, — MPOrOBOPHIIA OHA, MPUABUTAs IIOTHOC.

Ema Onlna HemIoxXoi, pa3Hoo0pa3Hol U HaBepHOe BKyCHOU. Be3 HapekaHuii. [IpaBaa, BKyca OHa He
4yBCTBOBaa.

— Capgucs, TH TOXKe IIOeIh, — cKa3ana M3abesnia KaMepucTKe U 3a00HO yXK crnpocwia: — Kak Hamm?
Haperoch, ux KOPMUTIU 3aBTPAKOM?

— HaBepHoe, Munenu, — MporoBOpHUiia Ta, IPHUCAXKUBASICh PSIAOM. — Bl 2Ke He myMaeTe, 4To...

OHa yXe He 3HaJia, YTO OyMaTh. [IpaB Obl1T BjIaHT OTHOCUTEIBPHO TOTO YEJIOBEKA, 3a KOTOPOTO e
IpegcTosaiio BBIUTHU 3aMyX. O,E[HO TOJIBKO HEIIOHSATHO, KaK BEIIIJIO, YTO 6aTIOH.IKa COr'JlaCHuJICAd Ha 3TOT
Opak?

[To3aBTpakanu OBICTPO, TPAKTUYECKU B IIOXOIHON 0OCTaHOBKE.

IToTOMy 4UTO CHAapyKH CIIBIIIAJICS IIIYM T'OI0COB. ['pueH pBajics K Hel, YTO-TO TUXO0 TOBOpUI BiaHT.
H3abernna ¢ TPyaOM COepKUBaia pa3gpaxKeHue.

— [aBai yxke omeBaThCs, — IPOTOBOPHUIIA OHA.

E# xxe Benenu He ona3nbiBaTh! A cBameOHOe IJIaThe elfe Hago ObIJIO IIOATOTOBUThE. XOTh KaK-TO. IToka
Menucca IOHEMHOTY C IIOMOIIIBIO apTedakTa pas3rjiaxkuBajla ¥ pacipasiisiia CKJIagKu, OHa cumena
3a4yMaBIINCh U I'JIAOS B OOHY TOYKY.

U mpIiCcTB BCE BpeMsi KPYTHUJIAaChb Ha 'PAHU CO3HAHMU/I. Xopomaﬂ MBICJIb, JIOTUYHAasA.

— Munepnu, BuI ORI IIpUJieriiu HeEMHOI'0, YyCTaHeTe, — IIPOTrOBOpPHJIa OEeBYIIKA. — BhI ke BCIO HOYb ITOYUTAMH,
He CIIaJIu.

IMpuneus? HeT. A BOT Bellld yIaKoBaTh — 3TO €l ITOYEMY-TO ITOKa3aJIOCh 3aMaHYXBBIM.
— AXx, ocTaBbTe, MHJIeOH, 4 caMa...
— Vry, — paccessHHO npoTsiHyna M3abenna. — Tl 3aHUMAaMCS MIaTbeM, He OTBIIEKAMCS.

YrpaBunuch IpakTUYECKH OOQHOBpeMeHHO. He 3ps mMoKoMHAsT MaTyIlIKa BCeraa yuuia, YTo JIequ AOoJIXKHa
yMeTh BCe OejaTh JIydllle, 4eM JIio0as ciayKaHKa.

IToToM oHa omeBasach.

B 6enoe. M3abesnna cunTana, 4YTO Y HEE €CTh Ha 9TO MOJIHOE ITPaBo. YUTo 6Bl TaM He UHKPUMHUHUPOBA €#
YeJIOBEK, 3a KOTOPOI'0 €M IPEeICTOSJIO BIUTH 3aMyK.

CHauaJia TOHKOe KpacuBoe 6efnbe. AXKypHEIE OeJIble YYJIKU C KOKETIUBEIMU OaHTHKaMU. TydenbKu.
[Tepuatku. [ToroM nathe. OHO OBLUIO M3 IIJIOTHOW, Wy Th LllelecTAlIel TKaHU. PaciuToe o nudy MenKkuMu
KeMUyXKHWHKaMHU U 30JI0THIMU CTPeNIKaMu 110 ofoiy. Y3 ykpalleHu# xKeMuyT U TOJIBKO JKeMYyT.

KpacuBo, HO Tak ¥ XOTEJIOCh CIIPOCUTEL cebs1, 3auemM? Komy Bce 3TO Hamo?

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa MPUKpPLIJIA I'J1a3a U oTHajia ce0si Ha BOJII0 KaMepucTku. U mocrapasnach
pacciaabuThCs, ITOKa Ta KOJIIoBasla C ee BOJIOCaMHU.

— Bce, Mmunenu, octanoch ByaJlb.

— Ha, cnacu6o, Menucca, — BEIHBEIDHYJIA Ta U3 PAa3MHBIIIIEHUH.



N3 3epkasna Ha U3abenny cMoTpesna KpacuBasi OJIOHOWHKA B Hapsiie HeBECTH. M0KeT OBITh, U3JIUIITHE
cepbe3Hasi, HO BeOb HeBeCTaM IojlaraeTCss HEPBHUYATD B MeHb CBAOLObI, He Tak nu? Y HeMHoro GiemHasl.
He cTpamiHo, 6;1eqHOCTh CKPOET Byallb.

Cob6CTBEHHO, BOT M BCe, MOXKHO ObI10 BhIxoguThb. Ho M3abenna He crnemuiaa. OHa 3aMepJiia Y OKHa, gyMas,
KaK CKOPO IIPK TaKOM PAacKJiafie OKHA B ee CIlajibHe TPUKaXKyT 3a0bpaTh pemreTkamMu? U ycMexHyiachk
CBOUM MBICJISIM.

— KxMmMM, — npokaniisgiack KaMepucTka. — BpeMs... Y>Ke Hagaio ABeHaauaToro.
ITpoiuienypa ofeBaHMsI HEMHOTO 3aTsHynach? Huduero. 5e3 Hee He HAYHYT.

OnHa B3OOXHYJIa U OTIIPaBUJIa KaMEPUCTKY MepenaThb, YTO HeBECTa ToToBa. Y fa, ee BRITyCTUIIH.
ApranTapckasi cTpazxa TakK M ocTanachk psgoM. Ho ee mrogu, 6refHble 1 HEPBHBIE, OBIJIN TYT, ¥ 3TO
TJIaBHOE.
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BeHuaHMe [OMKHO OBIJIO COCTOSIThCS B 60JIbIIOM KadenpanbHoM cofope. XpaM pacrosaracs Heflalneko OT
3aMKa, [I0 Hero ObIJI0O MUHYT OeCsTh MenJieHHOM e3nbl. CONMHEYHbIH NeHb, JIerKuil BeTepok. Y3abenny &aas
VKpallleHHLIH [[BeTaMHU U JIEHTaMU KOPTEX.

Bomnbitast oTKpeITast KapeTa, B KOTOPYIO OHA cejla BMeCTe C MaroM U yIpasisiomuM. BoT oH,
OOJITOXKIaHHBEIM MOMEHT, KOTHa HaKOHeI[ YAACTCs CIIOKOMHO C HUMU IePEerOBOPUTH!

— IMopymaTh TOMBKO! — B30pBaJICS YIPABISIONINM, KaK TOMBKO 3a HUMH 3aKphUIach iBeplia. — Bumesn Gb
BCe 9TO ITOKOMWHEIM KH3b bepHxapa! Munopn nepeBepHycs 651 B rpody!

— Cxkaxwure, I'puen, — 3amymMmuuBo cripocuna M3zabesnna. — Bl He 3HaeTe, mouyeMy OaTIOMIKA COTJIACUIICS
Ha 9TOT 6pak?

CTapuK OCEKCH.

— 4 He 3Ha. Munengu. MeHs npu TOM pa3roBope He Obl10. Ho He 6ecriokoiTeCch, MBI HE JaJuM Bac B
obumy!

OHa TOJIBKO yIBIOHYIIACE.
— Cnacub6o, I'pueH, s 3Halo.
U obpatunacek K biaHTy:

— Mactep bBnaHT, M0oKeT OBITH, MO BOIIPOC ITOKaXeTcs BaM 0eCTaKTHHIM, HO BAM IIPUXOIUIIOCH CAaMOMY
OTKPHIBaATh IOpTAI?

Mar 6pocusn Ha Hee OBICTPHIN B3TISIO U KUBHYIIL.
— U Kak goiro Be MOXKETE €ro YOepKUBATh?

OpHaX[Opl OHA yKe 3ajaBajla eMy Iogo0OHEIHM Boripoc, M3abena Orlyla yBepeHa, YTO Mar IOMMET ee
IIPaBUILHO.

— CTOIBKO, CKOJIBKO HYKHO, — IIPOCTO OTBETUJI TOT.
— Cmacub6o.
A pansine...

KopTex HakoOHeI[ OOIoJI3 OO0 KPhUTbIla XpaMa. M3abeJiyie mOMOTIH BEIUTH U MIOJHSTHCS 10 CTYIIEHSIM.
Termnepsp ri1aBHOE OBIIIO — HE CMOTPETDH Ha KEHHUXA.

Ero BenmuecTBO ITOOXBATUII €€ 3aTIHYTYIO B IIEPYATKY PYKY U, KaK 3aCTOSBIININCSA KOHb, PBAHYJI BIIEPET K
anTaplo. A o DOpoTre WU3BOJIMI PAcluUcaTh B Kpackax ee OalbHEeHIIyIO CyOb0y:

— Cpa3y I10CJie BeH4YaHHud BBl OTIIPAaBUTECH B yeJII/IHeHHBIfI 3aMOK U IMTIOCHUOUTE TaM IIOO MIPHUCMOTPOM OO0 TeX
II0D, ITIOKA HEe BBIACHATCHA IIOCIIEOCTBHUA.

H3zabenna Momda ciyllana, Iaas, Kak XpaM 3allojIHSgeTCs JII0gbMu. [1Bop, KOPOHOBaHHEIE T'OCTH,
J000BHUIIEL. Bece TyT. O4eHb X0OpoUIO.

Cama co6o0ii Ha ry0ax 0003HaAYHMIaCh yIbI0OKa. 3aTO Yy €ro BeIUYeCTBa, I0X0XKe, HaCTPOEHNE UCIOPTUIIOCH
coBceM. [ToTomy 4TO U3 Hero GyKBabHO IOJIUIACH JKEJTYb BIEPEMEIIKY C SOOM:



— A moToM BH BEpHETECH KO OBOPY U OymeTe BecTy cebs Tak, Kak I0JIokKeHo. M 3anoMHuTE, eme ogHa
TaKas Ballla BEIXOOKa...

Hagepnoe, 9T0 1 6b11 nipenen. M3abesa moBepHya K HEMY T'OJIOBY ¥ TPOU3HECIA:
— 4 monsana.

CtpaHHOe BhIpaxeHUe OBIJIO Y KOPOJIs, HeIOYMeHHOe U faxe o0uxkeHHOe. 3aT0 Y Hee BOPYT YOUBUTEIIHHO
JIETKO ¥ CBOOOOHO CcTaso Ha gyire. Eile HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB U OHU yKe Obuty v antaps. COTHU riia3
CMOTPENIO Ha HUX, BEPXOBHEIN JKpeIl B TOP2KECTBEHHOM 00JIaUueHUH 0KUIajl KOPOJIEBCKYIO apy.

Kopomns, BUguMo, He HaMepeH ObIT KAaTh, IOTOMY YTO Pe3K0 OpOoCuI:
— HauunamTe, oTue.

n mepeMOHHts Ha4dallaChk. HYJIHaF{ oo 3}760BH01"O CKpezXKeTa, HO OHa HaMepPeHa Obla BEIOEP2KaTh BCE 00
KoHIla. HakoHe1g 2Kpen IIPponu3HeC Te CIJI0OBa, Pagyu KOTOPHEIX BCE€ U 3aTE€BAJIOCh:

— Hop6epT AprauTapckuii, 6eperrs 1 Tel Mi3abesny CaBOCTUNCKYIO B JKEHHI?

— Ila, — 'POMKO IIPOTOBOPUJI My2K4YUHA U 3aMep, TOPZO IIOLHSB I'OJIOBY.

— A th1 U3abenna CaBocTuiickasi, 6epelllb 11 B MyKbsi HopOGepTa ApraHTapCcKoro?
OnHa mepeBeJjia Ha HET0 B3TJISIM U C YILIOKOM CKa3ajia:

— Her.
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B xpame moBucia rpo6oBasi TUIINHA, JaXkKe IeHUe CIyKEeK MPEeKPaTUuIoch. MyK4YnHa PSIOOM 3aMep U TakK U
IIPOZOJIZKa CTOSATh cToIboM. A ZKperr coTBopu 61arocTHyIO yIBIOKY 1 00epHyncs K M3abernre,
yCIIOKauBasi ee Kak pebeHKa:

— Huyero cTpalrHoro, UTS MOe, He BOJIHYHCSI, 9TO BCE€ HEPBHI.

[ToTep pyKu, BCeEMU CHUJIaMM I10faBas MOHSTH 3aJIy ¥ €M, YTO HUKTO HUYeTo He cibiman. [loTtom cHOBa
BO37eJI KUCTHU BBEPX U IIOBTOPUJI CJIOBO B CJIOBO CaKpaibHYI0 GOopMyILy:

— A 11 U3abenna CaBocTurickas, 6epersb 11 B MyKbsd HopbepTa AprainTapckoro?
— Het, — yBepeHHO OBTOpPUJIA OHA.

U TyT MyK4uHa, CTOSBIINY psimoM, oTMep. IToBepHYJICS K Hel C Ipe3pUTeIbHEIM BEIpakKeHueM Ha
KaMEeHHOM JIUIIe U ITPOTOBOPUII:

— YTt0 TH CKa3aya?
KaxeTcs, mo Koro-to TpynHo moxonut? OHa efiBa coepzKajia HEPBHEIM CMeX.

9T0 OBLI BaXKHBEIM MOMEHT, Hafo OBIJI0O coOpaTh BCIO CBOIO BHILEPIKKY, YTOORI HE APOXKaJl I'0JIOC, a Peub He
3BydYajia XkaJjiko. [Toromy 4To cetiuac M3zabesa roBopuia Kak BlaieTeIb CyBEPEHHOTI'0 KHSIXKECTBa
CaBocCTHU:

— 4 ckazasa, 4TO pa3prIBal0 BCe HOOpavyHbIe NOTOBOPHEIE 0013aTeIbCTBa, KaK JaHHble MOUM OTIIOM
IeCsATh JIeT Ha3aq, TaK U IOoONKCaHHEU Buepa. [Tonros CaBoctusa nepen ApraHTapoM He UMeeT, OPYyTux
Hepa3pPHIBHEIX 00513aTeIbCTB ToXKe. [IpocTtuTe, HopbepT ApraHTapCKuii, HO 3aMyXK S 3a BaC HE BBHIULY.

MyX4uHa NOTEMHEJ JINIOM U IIOTSHYJICA K Hel.
— YTo0 3a 4yIllb TE HECeIlb?

Hexopormee, cnumkoM OEICTPOE U OKpallleHHOe THeBOM ABuKeHMe. Ho oHa Oblyia Haueky, lofgasnach Ha3an
pansire. OTKUHYJIA C TUlla Byalb U IIPOTOBOPUIIA:

— Bcero go6poro, Baire Benu4decTBo. 2Kenar ygadmu.

W oTBecuiia eMy KOPOTKUH, ITIOX0XKHUN Ha MYZKCKOUM MOKJIOH. A 3aJI, IPUMOJIKIINUIH OBII0, Terepb OYKBAILHO
B3opBascs. ITocnwianochk axaHbe, BO3TJIACH U COBEPIIIEHHO HellomobaIas TOPKeCTBEHHOMY MOMEHTY
BO3HA.

— BepHucsh ceiidac xe! — pSIBKHYJI KOPOJIb, GEIIIeHO CBEPKAast B3TJISILOM.
HeT, Bo3BpaIaThCsi OHa He cOOUpasach.

H3abesnty TPSICIIO OT BOJIHEHUS, TPOTUBOCTOSITH 9TOMY Y€JI0BEKY cerdac, ObIJIO BCe PaBHO UTO
ITPOTHUBOCTOSITh PA3bIPEHHOMY XUIITHUKY. He u3BeCcTHO, 4TO OBI OH C Hel caena, O0yOob 3mech TOIBKO ero
MoAgaHHbIe, U HEU3BECTHO, YTO IIJIAHUPOBAJI, He 3PS K€ OH OrPaHUYHUII €e CBUTY [0 II030PHOT0 MUHUMYyMa.
Bce 9To IpoOHECIOoCh B TOJIOBE MTHOBEHHO.

Ho B xpaMe mpHUCyTCTBOBaIU IIPABUTEIN COMPENEeIbHBIX TOCYIapCTB, celyac 3TO OBIIO Ha PYKY.

— OcTOpoKHEE, CUP, TIOMHUTE, YTO S Ballla TOCThSI, — IIPOTOBOPMIIA OHA, OTXOMS ellle Ha mar. — Wnu
00BSIBUTE MHE BOWHY.

Ecnu nocmeere.
Ho sToro He nmpo3syu4aro.

He mocMeeT OH pu BCeX COCEOHUX BEHI[EHOCIIaX OTKPHITO IPUMEHUTD CUJTY, 3TO OBIJIO OB BOIUIOIINM
HapylleHWeM OUMIIOMaTHYeCKOr0 MMMYHUTETA, STUKETA U eIlle 4ero yromHo. la ¥ KTo OH, BOOOIIle, IOCIe
9TOTO, ECJIM IIOCMEET?

M3abemne He XOTEJIOCh AyMaTh O HEM B TaKOM Kittoue. [IycTh HopGepT ApraHTapCKuil He COCTOSIJICS el
Kak MyX. Ho mmpocTo Kak My»X4WHa, OHa He MOTJjIa CKa3aTh, 4TO...

Bce! Ilo1ren oH K 4epTy.

KuBHyJTa Ha MIpoIlaHue, TTOBEePHYJIacCh K OBIBIIEMY XKEeHUXY CITMHONW U CTPEMHUTEIHHO IOIIIJIa TPOoYb U3
XpaMa. A cMeX B 3aJie yxKe 3Bydasl BOBCIO.



— BpaBo! — kpuyasn KTO-TO ¥ alljIooupoBall.
— llepxu ee, yupeT! — Kpu4das KTO-TO €Ille U CBUCTE]I.

Yxe oTolimsa oT antaps, M3abesnia MoHANA, YTO MO-IIPEXKHEMY KPEIIKO CKUMAaeT B pyKe OYKEeT HEBECTHI.
[Topgusna ero u, He riusAns, 6pocusna B Tonny. Y TyT xKe pa3fganich HOBEIE B3PHIBEI CMeXa, HO OHA UX yiKe He
CIIBIIIAJIA.

kokok

B mepBhIli MOMEHT KOPOJIb aKe He ITOHSJI, YTO IPOu30II0. [IoToMy 4TO 3Ha, BOT OHO, eIlle CeKyHa, U
OH TIOJTYYHUT HaKOHeI] ee. [leCcsaTh JIeT OKUOAHUs, TOT, KTO XKUJI B HEM, efiBa ClepKuBacsi. EMy yxke ObIIO
BCe PaBHO, C KeM OHa Obl/la, KOT{ia ¥ CKOMLKO...

IToTtom 2Kpe1 CTaJl 4YTO-TO MSAMIINTB, II0KA3aJIOCh — OCIJIBIIIAJICHA.

Korpa moHsm, 9To 9Ta meBulla TOBOPUT... Ero cHadaya HaKpHUIO C TOJIOBOM, a IOTOM YyTh HEe CKPYTUJIO OT
OVKOM, HeBUOAaHHOU Jocansl U 3n0cTu. Kakoro geprta!? Ona — ET'O. Ho oH emie He Bepui. IIpocTo He MOT
OOTPOHYTHCS, MOTIHYThCSA. Kak CKBO3b MaJIbI[bl YXOOUIO TO, YTO 6€30TOBOPOYHO MOJIZKHO OBIIIO
IpuHangjIexkarts eMy! A To, UTO XKUJIO BHYTPU HETO, PBAJIOCh HapyXKy, BBIZKUTAas OBIPY B TPYON.

A Ha ToJIOBYy KakK yIIaT IPA3HON BoAbl. CMeX 3ByUas B €T0 yIIaxX, pa3aupasi IepernoHku. UonoTckue
BO3TJIaCHL.

Vauxenue. OHa Xe OIIyCTHUJIa €ro Ha rjia3ax y BCeX.
— Ax-xa-xa! — pajoCcTHO roroTan cTapukainka I'miiom. — I'oBopui s Tebe! [leBuoHKa-TO yiial
IIneBaTh! Priuasa ero o0ukKeHHas CYIIHOCTh BHYTPH.

Ho TyT B 3an noneren 6ykeT HeBeCTHl. Boriw, monu crtanu BCKakuBaTh ¢ MecT. HopOepT He cMoTpert, o
PafIOCTHEIM BOIIISIM IIOHSJI, YTO GYKETUK MajleHbKHUX OeJIbIX 6eIbIX po3, KOTOPHIH oH mocyian CBOEH
HeBeCTe, IIJIEIHYJICS IIPSIMO B PYKHU IIPpeKpacHOU BHOBYIIKe repuoruHe Knapuce ITayns. A Koponb Cepxuo
BameH3uccKui, KOTOPHIY A0 TOTO He IIepecTaBasi XUXUKajl, Kak KBakalomas xkaba, BbIgal:

— BpaBo! HakoHe1-To BbI 003aBeOeTECH IIIECTHIM MYyXKeM, repioruts! BymeM HamesAThCsI, 9YTO OH He
TIOMpET TakK e OLICTPO, KaK BCe mpenbiayIue!

U pxkan, moka BeYHO HeJOBOJIbHAs BCEM CYIpyra He YTOMOHUJIA ero, TPECHYB PUAUKIOIIEM I10 T'OJIOBE.
Hapo Orn1y1o BeHuyaThca TarHo! TaliHo oT Bcex!
Kaxkoii-To HeBEePOSITHBIN, HEMBICTUMEIHN (hapc. PeepudecKuii mo3op.

Ho xyze Toro, akTUBU3UPOBaNuCh Jopanl! CiienoM 3a OeBYLIIKOM CO CBOEro MecTa nogopsaics Kapn
Jlmapocckuii. Hop6epT uyTh He 3ag0XHYJICS OT sipocTH. [lommeit nmuuemep! 3HaYUT, BCe-TaKu HOAOUBAI
KJIIUHbBS IIOM eT0o HeBecCcTy?! A 3a HUM U HacjiegHuK ['miioma Caparorckoro Mapuo-Annept! COCyHOK,
OBapuaTu He ucnonHunock! Tyma ke nmones?!

[Tpenmen! Hop6epT Ha CeKyHOy IPUKPHUI TJla3a, YyHOBUIIHEIM YCUINEM BOJIM COEPXKHUBasi ce0s1, IOTOM
IOIesT 3a Hel BOOTOHKY. [IeBaTh Ha Bce. [IneBaTh Ha Bcex!

kkk

H3abernna ycuena IopsagodyHo TPOUTH, TIPeXe, YeM 3a CIIUHOM ITOCIBIIIANUCh TsxKensle maru. OHa
MT'HOBEHHO MOHsIIa, KTO TaM. Ho pa3roBop ¢ ero BeIMYeCTBOM He CYJIMII HUYero XopoInero. Kak MUHHMYyM,
el OymeT HeIPUSITHO OO Clie3, a KaK MaKCUMyM... BCIOMHUIACh CTpaXa y JBepel ee CalbHU, U OHA rojas
u 0e33alluTHASA, CUASIIasi B BAHHE.

Her yk, He OymeT HUKaKUX Pa3roBOPOB!

[Touckasna B3TIIA0M cBoux miofei, bimanT u ['preH Kak pa3 IpoOUINCh K Hel CKBO3b CTPOM CTPaXu U
3eBak, IIOBCKAKABIINX C MeCT. M cpasy ke mouumm psimoM.

— Munepnu HMizabenmna! Brl... — Havan Ob1710 I'preH, 671eCTs MOBIaXKHEBIIMMH OT BOCTOpra riasaMu. — He
nmocpamuinu yecth CaBoctuu! Eciu Ob1 cefiyac Bac Mor BUAeTh Baill OaTiomka! Kak Obl OH BaMu ropguscs!

Topouncs.

Kak 3HaTh. M3abena moHMMaJsa, 4To BO3MOXKHO, [yst CaBocTuu OBLIO OHI JTyyllle, eclii ObI OHa CMUPUIIACh
¥ BHIIIIJIA 3aMy2K 3a 9TOTO caMoaypa. A BO3MOXKHO, 1 HeT! I[ToTOMy YTO OH HUCKOIBKO €e He yBaXkaeT, ma
YTO TaM, OH T'OTOB HOT'HM 00 Hee BeITepPeTh. ' PO3UJIICS 3amnepeTh, IIPeBPaTUThL B 6ECCIIOBECHYIO KYKITY,



KOTOpas OymeT TepIeinBO CHOCUTh YHUKEHNS U OECKOHEUHYIO HArJIoCTh ero mro0oBHUIl. KTo ckasasi, 94To
TaKOM rocymaphb CTaHEeT 3a00TUTHCS O ee KHSIKecTBe?!

[ToToMy-TO OHa ¥ IIPUHSJIA PELIeHNe O0TKa3aTh eMy Imy0nnyHo. CBoeoOpa3Hasi MECTh 3a IPOSIBJIEHHOE K
Hel HeyBaxkeHUe. Ho KTO cKazaJsi, 4TO MeCTh cjlagka?

Eit 6b1710 mUKO, TPOoCcTO 6€3yMHO 0O0MAHO. 3a HEeCSATh JIET, KOTOPhIE OHA IIPOBeJia B OECIIIIOOHOM OXKUOAHUM.
3a Te MajeHbKHe OeJjible PO3bl, eMUHCTBEHHEIH ITOOAPOK «IIeIPOoro» XKeHuXa.

3a uynku, yept mobepwu, Oenbie KPyKeBHbIE, KOTOPEIe OHA KaK mypa Hamerna!

Psimom B3moxHysT MacTep BiaHT, B OT/IMYMe OT YIIPABIISAIONIEr0, OH ObII HACTPOEH KyHa MeHee
BOCTOPZKEHHO ¥ ONITUMUCTUYHO.

— Kyma cetiuac? — THUXO CIIPOCHJI OH, HACTOPOXKEHHO 03Upasch Ha XO#y.

3a 3TO BpeMs OHM YCIIeIN OOWUTU OO ABEpel xpaMa, Jajbllle yKe KPBUIbI0. A CHapy»KHU IIOJIHO CTPaXu.
Ecnu ux He OCTAaHOBUIIY A0 CHUX IIOP, eIlle HUYero He 3HaYUT, C Hero CTAaHeTCS OTOATh IPuKa3, YTOOBI UX
3ajilepzKalii Ha BHIXOTIE.

CI/ITyaLII/ISI MOXKEeT U3MEHUTLCS B JII000H MOMEHT.

— CHauazna B rocTeBOe KPBIJIO, OTTyOa IoMOu, — GBICTDO IIPOTrOBOpPHJIa OHA, HEBOJIEHO HpHFHGaH T'OJIOBY.

Mar KuBHYJI ¥ KOPOTKUM KECTOM IIIBLIPHYJ Ha3eMb apTedakT. Cpa3y xKe 3aMeplajio 0IajioBOe Mapeso,
OTKPBIBasi KOPUOOP B MPOCTpPaHCTBe. Temneps Hao OBIJIO He MEIIKaTh, THEBHLIE IIATH CJIIBIIIAIUCH
OyKBaJIbHO 3@ CIIMHOM.

OHa TonbKO 00epHyIach Ha3aj...
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Vcnena yBupmeTh ero riasa, TOPEBIIUN B HUX SPOCTHHIM OTOHb HU... 60/Ib?
HaBepHoe 1mokasasnocs.

W3zabenna TpAxXHyJla rOJIOBOM, OTTOHSSI BUAEHME. B cleqyomuil MUT OHU y2Ke OBIJTM B TOCTEBOM KPEIJIE, a
TOYHEe, B ee claibHe. [1o cyacThio, cTpaxky TaM yopanu. OHO U TOHSTHO, €r0 BEIMYECTBO PEIINJI, YTO
OXPaHSTh TaM yKe HEeKOro.

Mar cpa3dy ke KUHYJICS K OBEPSIM, KOTOPBIE 0Ka3aJIuCh AaXKe HE 3aKPBITH], B BCETO JIUIITL IPUKPHITHI, U TO
HemI0THO. A I'pueH K BellaM, BO3MYIIEHUIO CTapPOro YIIPaBJIAIONIero He OblIo mpemena. M 9To OHSTHO,
Belu ocTanuch 6e3 mpucmorpa. KomoccanrHoe HeyBaxkeHne! A KaMepucTKa U IIIeCTh TBapAeiIeB BooOIe
00HAPYXKUJIUCH B COCEIHEH KOMHATEe 3allepThHIe.

Ho mo cyacTbio, HU4Yero He mporrano. Kpome ee pacuecky U MaJeHbKOT0 CBEePTKAa C MaIbYHIIeCKON
opmexkpoii. Ero oHa OTJI0XKUIA OTOEIbHO, cobupasack BepHyTh BiaanTy. Hel0BKO BHIIIIIO.

— 4 BO3MeIly BaM IOTEPIO, — CKa3aya M3abesnna.
— Huyero cTpaurHoro, — cepbe3HO OTBETHJI Mar.

ITpu 3TOM CMOTpEN OH Ha Hee O4YeHb CTpaHHO. A M3abernnma BooOIlle HY Ha KOI'O HE MOTJIa CMOTPETD.
HemnmousiTHoe cocTosiHue... OuiylieHne CBOeH ITPaBOTH UMEJI0 TOPhKUHM MPUBKYC yTpaTh. Kak OyaTo
000KTI0Ch YTO-TO B [yIlle, HO 9Ty 00JIb Hago OBIJIO OaloKaTh U MIPSTaTh, YTOOB HUKTO He yBuAes. Torma
Ipoumer.

— Hapo ToponuThcsi, — HallOMHMIIA OHa cebe.

B KoMHaTe yKe coOpanuch Bce ee Jmoau. Memucca cpa3y OpOCHIIach K FOCIIOXKEe U CTala PacCKa3hBaTh,
cOUBasICh OT BOJIHEHUS:

— Munepnu, Korfa Bac yBelIHu, IPOCTUTE, KOTTla BHl OTIIPABUIIKUCH... A TToYeMy BBl 3ech, KcTatu? Kak xke
BEHYaHUE? — OT YOUBJIEHUS TJla3a y OeBYIIKU Ha JI00 IT0Ie3Iu.

— OO0 aTOM 1T032Ke, — oTpe3asna HM3abemnna. — ['0BOpH, YTO THI XOTEJIa CKAa3aTh?

IeBymKa KavyHyJja TOJI0BOH, BO3Bpamas cebe OTHOCUTEIbHOE CIIOKONCTBHE, X HOBOJIBHO CBI3HO
pacckasaina, YTO B KOMHATe KHSIKHEI ObLT IPOHU3BeNeH OObICK.

— Ho 51 He 3Halo0, YTO UCKaIU, MEHS TYT K€ BLICTABWIN 3a ABEPh. UT0o-HUOYOb IIpoIano?
ITpomano. Ho celigac 3T0 yKe He UMeJIO 3HaYeHUs.

— He BaxHo, — nporoBopuina M3abesna, moBopayuBasich K Mary. — Macrtep bnasT, Kak TaM 00CTOST
mena?

— PaboTaro, Munenu, — BLIOA TOT.
To, 4TO ceityac menan ee Mar, OBIJIO BeChMa 9HEepPro3aTpaTHO U TpebGoBajio MacTepPCTBa.

CTraumoHapHBIMH IIOPTAJIaMU II0JIb30Baach BCS CETh 00bEMUHEHHBIX I'OCYyIapCTB. brljla make TUIbOus

TIOPTAJIFHEIX MaroB, KOTOPBIE U 00CITy2KWBaJIM UMEBIITHMECS B KaXKIOM yBazKalomieM cebsi JoMe MOPTaJIbl.
CeTb IIOPTAJIOB BHIXOAMIIA Ha OOIIYI0 CUCTEMY KOOPOWHAT, ¥ pab0oTaio 3TO BCE OT MOIIHEIX apTedaKTOB-
HaKOIIUTEeJIeH.

Us XpaMa Mar 3a6pan HUX MaJIEHBKHUM Pa30BEIM apTed)aKTOM KOPOTKOTI'O Imepexoga — elie OZHOU U3 CBOUX
MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX TOMAIITHUX 3aroToBoK. Ho ceiuac BHaHTy IIPeaCTOosAJIO OTKPEIBATh JIOKAIbHBIN IIopTari
COOCTBEHHBIMU CHUJIaMHU ¥ BBHIKJIAOHIBATHCS II0 MOJTHOM. U KOOPOWHATEL HE COUTDH, YTOOBI UM HE B YUCTOM
I10J1€e UJIn FJZ[e-HI/I6y'I[B B IIPyAy OKa3aThbCs, a AOMa, B CBOEM 3aMKe. 1o Tpe60BaJ’IO BpeMeHHU U
KOHIIEHTPAIIuHn.

A BpemeHu OBIIO B 06pe3.

H3abenna sHepBHMYaia. Onacajnach, 94TO B 110001 MOMEHT Ciofja MOXKeT BJIOMUThCS cTpaxa Hopbepra
ApraHTapCKOTO U CXBaTUTh €€ U ee mofei. [1o 4ero HenmpusaTHO Bce... CTpallHbi 0CaJoK.

3aueM oHa BooOIIe B 3TOT Aprantap npuexana? OHa B KOTOPHIM pa3 3agaBana cebe aToT Bompoc. Ha uTo
Hafiesiiach? Bedp 1Mo mepBOMy XKe IMHUCHMY, YTO OH el IIpuciasi, ObIIO TIOHSITHO, YTO ee OKHUIOaeT. A OHa,
HUOMOTKA, ellle YyJIKU KPyzKeBHBIE /I HeTo Haferna. Tak cTano JocamgHo.

U 1yt M3abenna onomuunack. Hago 6r1 nepeoneTsesi! He B cBameOHOM XKe IIjIaThe...



[To3mHO croxBaTUIaCh.

[ToToMy uTO HaKOHeIT ITOf] pyKaMu BraHTa 3aMepliajio olaoBoe MapeBo mopraina. OHa BUOeNa, YTO 9TO
HeJIerKOo JaeTCs Mary, TSHYTh BpeMs OBIJIO TPOCTO Helb3s. [IepBEIMHE YIIINIA ee JIIoAu ¢ 6arakom, 671aro, oH
OBLT yIIaKkoBaH KOMITAaKTHO. C HUMHM K€ OHa OTIPaBUJIa CTApOoTo yIpassiouero. [TocneqHei BMecTe C
BrnanTtoMm yxomuina U3abemnna cama.

Ho mepen TeM Kak yiTH, OHa OTJITHYJach, Opocuia B3rJIsAL Ha KOMHATY, B KOTOPOM IpPOBEJia 3TU OBa AHS.
Heb6onbmas, 6e3nukasi. Becrmopsamok, CTynbs Kak 1momasnno. OCTHIBIAS BOJa B BAHHE, KOTOPYIO TaK HUKTO U
He YHOOCYKUJICS CIIUTDb UJIU IIOMEHSTh.

[Iporaii, HeynaBIIKiicsa Opak.
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OH Tak ¥ He IOHsI [0 KoHIa. [Jake KOrfa IpsiMo y HEro mepea HocoM ee 3abpast nmoprai. Hopbept ycnen
VBUIETH TOJIBKO COXKaJIeHHe B ee CHHUX I'la3ax.

Xotenoch opaTh. Ha! Twl Oymemnts coxasneTs! Trl Oymels TPUXKAL COXKaJIeTh, CTPOIITUBAsI IEBYOHKA, 3a TO,
9YTO IMOCMeJla OTKa3aTh!

Ho naxkpsIBanio 0CO3HaHUEM ero cerdac. 37I0CThIO, COXaleHueM, focanoi. IpakoH BHYTPHU HETO BHIT U
phIda, KaK paHeHBIN.

Vmina.

K yeptsim. OH BHE3aITHO OCTHLI U B3sJI cebs1 B pyku. Tricsiuu r71a3. Bce cMOTPST Ha HETO, KOYT PeakIIuio.
Onu ee nony4ar!

Hop6GepT pa3BepHYIICs, BCKUHYI PYKUA U TPOMKO BHIKPUKHYJII B TOJITY:

— MHe noBe310, Apy3bsa! 4 TOIBKO 4TO YyTh HE COBEPIINUJI BeIUYallIylo IJIyIIOCTh B XKU3HU, — U
OrJIsifesics 1o CTOpoHaM. — UyTh He XKeHuscs!

A moToMm oH pacxoxoTancs. ETMHCTBEHHOE, UTO celidac MOTJIO CKPBITh €T0 UCTUHHBLIE SMOIINH.

— OTO0 crengyeT OTMEeTUThH! — KPUKHYJI CO CMeX0oM. — Bcex Ipollly BEpHYThCSA B 3aMOK, U K CToJiaM!
TonrHo, HO Temepdb TOJMIA CMesijlach He Haj HUM, a BMeCcTe C HUM.

— Ha! Monogen! BoT 3T0 peub MyKuuHBI! — 3aBonui ¢ Mecta Cepxuo BaneH3ucCcKuu.

3a 4TO CHOBA y[OCTOMUJICA MPA4yHOT'0 B3TJ/isgfa CYyIPyru U PUOUKIONS, TEIEePh yKe 10 pyKaM.

OcTanbpHBIE TOCTHU C LIYMOM CTajId IOJHUMAaTHLCS CO CBOUX MeCT U ITIOKUAATh XpaM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, BCe
TYT coOpajIuCh I10TIa3eTh, II0BECENIUTLCS U BKYCHO IoecTh. Tak modyeMmy Het?! Kakas uM pasHHUla 110
KaKOMY II0BOAly BECEJIUTbCS?

A crunetHy, KOTOpPBIE€ HEMEOJIEHHO IIOIIJIX, TOJIBKO YKPACHUJIX IIPa3aHUK.

kokok

IepzkaTh JIULO HYXKHO OBIJIO IIEPBLIE ITapy MUHYT. [I0TOM KOPOJIb BHIIIEN U3 XpaMa, U IIEPBOE, YTO OH
cOenaj, 9TO IpuKa3aJjl IepPeBEePHYTh BeCh 3aMOK, HO KHSKHY CaBOCTHUMCKYI0 HauTu! Halitu 1 mpuBecTu K
HeMy.

E1rle HEMHOTO YCHUITUY — TIPOiepKaThCs, YTOOH He THATh KOHS K 3aMKY BO BECh OIIOp Ha riia3ax y Bcex. OH
BeImepakan. OmHako mocie 3Toro Hop6GepT cOpocui Ha MaxkopaoMa rocTed ¥ BeCh OBOP, a CaM 3alepcs B
kabunete. U BrI3Bas K cebe Ha [MOKJIA[ HavyaJbHUKA CEKPETHOM CIIyKOBI, KanuTaHa ['ypo.

prO SABHUJICA IIOYTH CPaA3y. TToknouuncsa u YCTaBHUJICA HA KOPOJIsA CBETJIBIMU BOOAHUCTHIMU I'Jla3aMU. Kak
OynToO XOTen CKa3aTh:

— Cup, 4 Xe Bac npenynpexnaai.

Kopoms 6511 3071 ceiiyac Kak CTo 4epTed. Ero MOpPO3UJI0 CHAaPYKU ¥ BHIXKUTAJIO U3HYTPU, KaKue TYT
HaMmeku!? Pe3Ko cMeHUI o3y u Opocum:

— Hamnwm?
— Cup, MBI HUIIIEM.

— I'me BBI mIIeTE, YEPT THI Bac mobpan?!



B konne konno! He morya ata geBuna gajgeko yutu. I[IycTs maxke OHUM OPOXJIONall 3TOT MaJIeHbKUM (OKYC
c apTedakToM mepexoma, 3aMOK He HaCTOIbKO BenuK. [la maxke eClIu OHa B3gyMasa CIPSTaThCs T'Hoe-
Hubynab B ropope. [IycTh Bce XOTh BBEPX OHOM IIEPEBEPHYT, HO IPUBEAYT €€ K HEMY. A fasblile — OH 3Hall,
Kak Oy[eT C Hell TOBOPUTH!

MyXKurHa C BOEHHOU BBIIIPaBKOU IIOKJIOHUJICS CHOBA.

— Barre BemmuecTBO, MHe MTO3BOJIEHO OyIeT cKa3aThb?

He nmoupaBunock HopGepTy 3TO BCTyIJIEHNE, BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh WHTYUIIHS.
— Tl'oBopure.

— Cup, BBl IIOMHUTE, I HOKJIabIBaJl, YTO CPEOU €€ JII0OOel eCTh Mar?

— Ia, 1 moMHI0, — oTMaxHyJicst HopGepT.

ITomHUI OH TOTO Mara. Tak cebe MyKUYOHKA, Cy[s I10 TOMY, KaK CJIE€OUT 3a CBOEM BHEIITHOCTHIO, CKJIOHEH
K HApLUHUCCU3MYy U cMaxuBaeT Ha (ata. HopbepT BooOIIIE HUKAK €T0 HE BOCITPUHSIII.

— Cypos o BceMy, 3TO O4YeHb CUILHBIM Mar, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO... — IIPOU3HEC KaluTaH TalHON CEeKPeTHOM!
CITy2KOHI.

U B3s1 may3y. A KOpOJIb HEBOJIBHO HAIIPATCA.
— Yo BEI 3HaeTe? ['oBopuTe yxKe, I'ypo.

— B mepByi0 o4epensb s OTIIPaABUII JIIOAEN MCKATh JIEAU B TOCTEBLIX IIOKOSIX, — Hadaa OH. — JIoru4yHo OBIIO
OBl IPENTIOJIOXKUTD, BeOb TaM OCTaJIUCh ee BeIlU U JIIOIU...

— H?! He tanauTe!
— Tawm nnycto. Hukoro.
— Kak... — Hop0OepT BOpyTr mOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO XOJIOOEET U3HYTPH.

— U ete, Mo rocymaps. IIpoIry MeHsT TPOCTUTD, HEe 3HA0, KaK BHI K 9TOMY OTHECETECH, sI II03BOJIUII cebe
00BICKaTh KOMHATY Balllell HEeBECTHI, ITOKA IIIJIa... 3... IIIJla [IEPEMOHMUSI.

OObICKaTh KOMHATY €ro HEBECTHI? Y KOPOJISl HEBOJIBHO CXKAJIUCh KyJIaKM U CTaJI0 HEYEM IHIIIAaTh.
HemnpusiTHOe mpequyBCTBUE BCE OTUETIMBEE PA3JIMBAJIOCh XOJIOA0M B rpynu. OOHAKO OH COBJIafall C COOOMH.
Celiuac uMeJIo 3HaUeHue Bce, MajieHInasi He3HauyuTe IbHasl OeTallb.

— IIpopmomxkarrTe.
— Cup, IOMHUTE, BB IIOPYYUIIN MHE PACCIeO0BaTh BCE CBI3aHHOE C CEKPETAPEM KHSIKHBI?
Aaaaa, 6011 060KT1a CHOBa. OQHAKO KOPOJIh BEIIOXHYJI M KUBHYI.

— Tak BoT. MHe ygamock goOuITh ofexkay. Ty caMmyto... — IPOIOJIKUII TOT ¥ BOPYT BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY,
B3TJITHYB KOPOJIIO IIPSIMO B I'Jla3a. — f MOHMMaI0, YTO 3aCIy’KUJI HaKa3aHue, TOTOB NIPUHATL. Ho g
TO3BOJIUJI ce0sT B3ATh TaKXKe KOe-4TO U3 Bellel KHSIXKHEI [IJIT CPaBHEHUS ayphl IOC/IeTHEero HocuTens. Y
IoKa3aJl Bce 3TO HallleMy Mary.

— Hanvme! — peikHYT HopOepT.

OH TepreTh HE MOT MaroB, HO cefiyac 9TO He uMeJio 3HaueHus1. Hop6epT paccUYuThIBal, YTO HaYaIbHUK
CeKpeTHOU cnyXkOBl CKaxeT, rae uckarhb M3abenny. OH gake HAIpArcs B OXKUIOaHUU.

A BMECTO 3TOTO TOT CKa3al:

— Cup, TaM UMEIOTCS [JaBHUE CJIedbl, HO IOCIegHEN 3Ty OfeX Oy HafgeBaa KHSIXKHa.
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YymoBHUIIIHAS B CBOEM IIPOCTOTE AorajKa Hakphlijla HopbepTta, cmoBHO noBYast ceTb. OH HEBOJIBHO OCEJI B
Kpecye. Begb ecnu...

Crano moHATHO MHOroe. Temeph yKe He Ka3ajach CTPAHHON cOOCTBeHHas peaknus. Y MpUTsIXKeHue,
KOTOpPOE OH K MCIBITHIBAI K Oep3KoMy IoHIly. He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO ceKpeTapsi, 9To Owiya oHa! Ho KTo xke
TOT[Ia STBUJICS C HEeHl BMecTe B eTo KaOWHEeT, OOWH U3 ee TBapheilieB? 3HAYUT, He 3PS OH TOT[a IIOoKa3aJiCcs
Hop6epTy BHIlIe U IIUPe B KOCTH, U OBLJI COBEPIIIEHHO HE MPUBJIEKaTEeNIbHEIM, [lony4aeTcst Tak? Kopoib
YyBCTBOBa/ ce0s1 0OMaHyTHIM UOUOTOM, BeOb BCe OBIJIO Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH.

OH MoJ4a CMOTpeJ Ha KanurtaHa ['ypo, He B cujiax 03By4YHUTh €IUHCTBEHHEIN BOIIPOC. A TOT BEIIEpXKaJl
ray3y ¥ cKasal:

— BeposiTHee Bcero, KHsI2KHa ObIJIa MOM MIITIO3KUEH.

Ionro eite HopOGepT He MOT BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJIoBa. Ho HaYalbHUK CEKPETHOU ClyKOB! Kman. HakoHell oH
3aCTaBUJI Ce0s BHIIABUTD:

— ITpomomnxkariTe MouCKU. [IOKIaabIBaTh MHE KaXKIbIM Yac.

Oco3HaHMe, YTO TOM, KOT'O OH HIIET, JaBHO yXKe HeT He TOJIbKO B 3aMKe, HO U B €70 KOPOJIEBCTBE, XOJIOIOM
IIPOCOYMIIOCH B CO3HAHME U COABUIIO cepaue. Ho oH IPOCTO He XOTEeJI CMUPUTHCS, OTKA3HIBAJICS B 9TO
BEPHUTh.

I'ypo MOKJIOHUIICS:
— Cup, 1 noHan. Paspemurte ugtu?

Kopomns xkecToM OTIIyCTUI HadalbHUKA CEKPETHOM CTyKO0bI ¥ 3aMep, YCTaBUBIIUCH B OOHY TO4YKYy. CKa3aThb,
4TO eMy ObLIO OOMIHO, 3HAYMJIO, HUYero He cKa3aTb. OH yMHUpaJ OT JoCanbl U HEBO3MOXKHOCTHU
BBICKA3aThCH.

...5 ... pa3puviear ece 0obpayHbvlie 002080PHbIE 06s13ame1bcmed, Kak 0adHHble MOUM Oomuom decsamb jem
Ha3aod, mak u nodnucaHHsIlU 84epa.

...Iloneoe Casocmus neped Apeanmapom He umeem, Opyaux Hepaspwvi8Hbuix 06513ame1bcma mooice.
ITosmomy, npocmume, saule geu4ecmaeo, Ho 3aMyHC 3d 84c s He 8bllidy.

BricTpo xe oHa Bce pemmuia! [IpocTo HamyieBaja Ha HETO.

OT XKKeHUs B TPYAU BEIBOPAYMBaJio pebpa, KOPoJib HUKOTMa He [yMaJ, 4YT0 3T0 MoXkeT ObIThb TAK GOJBHO.
Ho seT, 3HauuT, Het! IlycTh 4ePTOB APAKOH XOThH 3ax/1IeOHETCS CBOMM BOEM, HE ITIOCTAaBUT OHA €ro Ha
KOJIEHU.

CroycTs HEKOTOpPO€e BpeMsi OH BCe-TaKU OBjIamesl co00¥. MpauHasi capKaCTU4YecKasl yCMelllka CKOIb3HYyJa
o ry6am, ucka3uB MUI0. YTo OBl HU CIIy4YHIIOCh, OH BCE eIle KOPOJib, ¥ ¥ HeT0 eCTh 00I3aHHOCTH.
ITponnagu oHO BCe.

Hop6GepT pe3ko mOgHSIICSA C MEeCTa M OTIIPABUJICS K TOCTSIM.

kekok

[ITym, pexymas o 6apabaHHLIM IepPEeOHKaM My3bIKa, B3TJISIAL, HAITPaBJIEHHBIE HA HEro. TpyaHO OBIIO
BOMTH U IIPEBO3MOYb TOJILKO IIEPBLIN My4YUTEIbHBIM MOMEHT. A IIOTOM KOPOJIb IINUJI BMECTEe CO CBOUMU
roctsaMu u ObUT Becen! [Jaxke eciy y HEro Ayllla pBajlach Ha YaCTH, 9TOI'0 HUKTO He BUIETL.

U moka BHeITHe ero BeIM4YeCcTBO OB IOTJIOMEH HeOOX0OUMOCTHIO n300pakaTh CYaCT/INBO u3bexKaBIIero
JIOBYIIKY Opaka BecejibYaKa, BHYTPU IPYXKUHOM CKUMAJIOCh HATIPsIKeHue. [[eBYIIIKy IPOJOJIKaIN UCKATh,
OOKJIaIbl KOPOJIIO IIOCTYHany Kaxawiii yac. Ho Bce 6e3pe3ynbTaTHO.

He manimena. Het. Hurge Het. Hurmoe.

OH 3Bepen oT 6ellIeHCTBa, OHO MEJIEHHO BHIKPUCTAJIM30BEIBAJIOCH U BEI3PEBAJIO. Y CYTYOISIIOCh 3TO eIe
¥ TeM, 4To OJIMKe K Beduepy BOPYT KakK-TO Pe3Ko 3acobupaincs K cebe crapuHa Kapn. OTmryguBarnics,
CCHINTAJICSI Ha BHE3aIHO BHITIILIBIIINE CPOYHEBIE efa, TPeOyIollue ero mpucyTcTBus. Hexoportine
IIOZO3peHus OPOmUIN B AyIle, OOHAKO ITOMeIIaTh repuory JIneEgocckoMmy yexats Hopbept He Mor. U ot
9TOrO elle 00JIbIlle UCXOOUIICS HOCamoH.

,HOC&I[Y IIPUIIJIOCH TOIIMTEL B TaHIIaX U BUHE.



A 6nucTaTenbHBIE apraHTapPCKUeE [AaMbl, CAeIaB U3 BCEr0 MPOU30IIEAIIIer0 CBOM BHIBOMLI, PEIINUIN, YTO
KOpOJIb CHOBa 0e3pa3fenbHOo NMpuHamiekuT uM. M nmonumm B ataky. Oco60 yIpsiMBIX JIEAW OH OOPBIBA
KEeCTKO, C OCTaJIbHBLIMU [ePKajICsl CHUCXOOUTEIIbHO U X0oNnonHo. Hop6epT monpocTy He XOTeJl HUKOT0 U3
HuX. 1 TO, 4TO Ipexkne IOCTAaBIISAIO YIOBOJILCTBUE, 3a0aBisijio, BECEJIUIO, TellePh He PagoBaio HUCKOIBKO.

To 1Tu 37I0CTh, TO JIM IOCEIHUBIIASACSA B HEM o0HIa, OH caM He 3HaJI, HO YTO-TO IIPOCTO He maBajo
paccnabuThCs. 3aTO OCTABIIKMECS BEHIIEHOCHBIE TOCTH IIPa3TIHOBAIN €r0 HeCOCTOSBIITYIOCS CBagb0y C erre
OOJIBIINM SHTY3UAa3MOM.

Ho ero #e 6pan xMenb. CKOIBKO OBl OH HU BHINIUIT — HU B OJHOM Ij1a3y!
Kak HU Ha3bIBall MPOUCXOIsINee, KakK HU fejial XOPOIIyI0 MUHY IIPU IIJI0OX0N urpe. EMy ynwibanucek B ITUIIO,
HO 9T0 65111 o30p. Y HopGepT npocTto pusnygecku omylrnan, Kak pacTeKaeTcs [0 HeMy XKUpPHas IJIeHKa

CIIJIETEeH.

ITocTemeHHO BCe CMEIIanoCh B TyTOM OTBPAaTUTEIbHEIM y3€e, AYVIIUBIING ero. Bce OblIo oTpaBieHo. Bece, K
yeMy ObI OH HU IIPUKOCHYJICS.

B KOHIle KOHII0B, KOPOJIb BCe OPOCUII U YIIIETI C upa.
kksk
Torpga HOru camu IIOHECTIU €T0 B TOCTEBOE KPHLIO.

B Ty cnanpHIO, TIe OH BUAEI ee BUepa. 3aueM? MyK4YmnHa He aHaIM3UpPOoBaJl, 3TO IPOCTO Obljla HeKas
TOYKa OTCcYeTa. [IpoCTo yBUOETh CHOBA, BHOOXHYTH BO3IYX.

[Tpucnyra yxe yopanack B KOMHaTaX, cefidyac TaM ObLIO IMycTo. [IyCTO ¥ MEPTBO.

OH IIOCTOSIJI HEMHOT'O M HaIllpaBUJICS B KaOuHeT. BrI3Ball K cebe Ha OOKJad HadallbHUKA CEeKPEeTHOMR
cny0BI ¥ ceJt 3a CTOI. MUHYyTa, BTOPasi, TPETHA. ..

...[Tonzoe Casocmus neped ApsaHmapom He umeem, Opya2ux Hepa3pwui8HbIX 06s3ame1bCmae moice.
Bpems. UmeeT!

HmMmeer, ma elre Kakoe.

CTyKHYJI KyJIaKOM II0 CTOJIy, HO KanuTaH ['ypo y>Ke BXOOUJI B IBEDb.

— EcTh HOBBIE CBEIEHUS?

— IToka HeT, CUpP, — OMYCTUII F'OJIOBY TOT, B3TITHYB Ha KOPOJIS UCIIOAI00bSI.

— atiTe 3aIlIpoC MaraM-TeJIelopTUuCTaM, IIyCTb OTKPOIOT IIOPTAJl B CaBocTHio, — IIPHUKa3aJl OH, BO3Bpalllasa
JINLy HEIIPOHUIIa€MO€ BEIPDaXKEeHue.

MyK4unHa MOJT4Ya TTOKJIOHUIICS U BHIIIEeN, a Hop6epT cHOBa 3aCThII B OXkugaHuu. OTBET IIPUIIIETT CKOPO.

— CranuonapHsii mopran CaBOCTUY HEOOCTYNeH, — oTyuTascsa ['ypo, cjierka mogKaIInBas ¥ KuBast
royioBo¥. — KoopouHaTel rmepexoma COUTHI.

Koposnps 3amep, risgs Ha Hero. O3HavaTh 3TO MOTJIO TOJIBKO ofHO: CaBOCTHS 3aKPhITa I'PAHUIILI.
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Korpa u3 cramuoHapHOTO ITopTana KHIKeCcKoro 3aMmka CaBOCTUM BIOPYT BhIBAJIMJIACH IleJiasi TOJIIA, Ha elle
MUJIEOU B CBafieOHOM MJjlaThe, Y TOPHUYHOM, IPOTHUPABIIEH B TOT MOMEHT B TEJIEIIOPTAIIMOHHOM 3aJie IIHIJIb,
CIIy4YHIICSI CTYIIOP.

— Mu... Mmunenu, — 3ajienierasna CiIyXKaHKa, BEITapalluB rjia3a.

Y Vzabemnnsel He OBIJIO BDEMEHU PearupoBaTh, OHA TYT JKe IMOBEPHYJIACh K Mary ¥ BHIOOXHYIA:
— Macrtep BnauT, 3akpriBaiiTe nopTart!

— Vxe, musnienu, — 60pMOTaJl OH, KOJIOYS Hag UHOOPMAIMOHHEIM KPHUCTAJIIIOM.

A ToTOM TPOCTO OCEN Ha MoJI, OJIeAHEBIN, BUCKU B MCIIAPUHE, YCTAJIO YIIEIOHYJICS:

— He GecmokoiiTech, Cioga HUKTO HEe BOPBETCS, 5T COMJI KOOPOUHATHL.

W mpuKpHIT r71a3a, IETasCh OTOLIIIATHCS.

— Bor xe... llenuTens Hamo, ckopee! — psiBKHy/Ia U3abesia, BUAs, 4YTO TOT COBCEM 0e3 CHJl.
Mar MBITaNICS BSIJIO OTIIYTUTHCS:

— He Hapo, Mmunenu, co MHOUM Bce OyAeT B IOpPSOKe.

U Tyt HakoHel] oTMep ['prueH, rapKHYJ Ha 3aCTHIBIIYIO C OTKPBLITEHIM PTOM CITy2KaHKY:

— Tunspma, ounucs! BEICTPO 30BU croga Moo cynpyry, negu Kaprutwo. berom! Menucca, unu ¢ Hey, 1o
mopore OO0bSICHMUIIID!

Ileaumenws 8 Cagocmuu, KOHe4YHO dice, 6bia. Ho 3a HUM Hado 6bl10 ewe arodetl nocvlaams. A y a1edu
Kapezuu umescs ueaumeavckuii 0ap, u 06bi4HO, eC/AuU He CAYYaA/A0Ch HUu4e20 u3 psida 80H 8bIX00sULE20,
ama 0obpas dama sevusa ecex obumameseli 3amka. Om xo3saes, 00 npucayau, d makdice KpynHozo u
Me/1K020 po2amoz20 cKkomd.

Ko20a-mo 8 moaodocmu oHa yuuaacs 8 cneyudabHO CO30aAHHOM 015 00apeHHbix 0esuuy, 6/1a20p00H020
npoucxoacoeHuss HHcmumyme mazuu. C mex nop MH020 800bl ymekK.a10, HHCmumym noyemy-mo
pacgopmuposaau. M 8 obu,em, Heu3secmHo, Kak 3mo no/ayyua0cy, Ho 1edu Kapaus eviwiaa 3amyxc 3a
npocmo20 Hemumy,/108aHHO20 s0pda I'pueHa u emMecme ¢ HUM CUACM/AUBO 0Ce/1d 8 MA/AeHbKOU muxou
Casocmuu. JIedu umesa npaso Ha c8ou matiHbl.

OO0Haxo uHo20a oHA 8ce-maku NPu3HaABandcsb No ceKkpemy, 4mo Ha 00OHOM (paKysbmeme ¢ Hell yYUuauCh
HeKomopble 8ecbMda U 8eCbMd 8blCOKONOCMABAEHHble 0aMbl.

C macmepom Baanmom, npudsopHbim mazom Casocmuu, y cynpyau ynpasastou,e2o buviiu 6obpuie
npusmeabckue omHoweHus. Kcmamu, uMeHHO oHa u nopekoMeH0o08adad Baanma Ha amy Q0AHCHOCMb.

CiykaHKa UCIyraHHO OWKHYJIa ¥ OHU BOBoeM ¢ Memuccod ym4anuch 3Bath Jiegu Kaprutio, a Uzaberia
Iprcesia psgoM ¢ MaroMm. B TOT MOMeHT OHa CUJIBHO coXKaJjlejla, YTO HU4YeM He MOXKeT IToMoub. Ee
COOCTBEHHBIX TAJIAHTOB B MarWy €IBa XBaTaJjl0, YTOOHI ITOAXKEYDb CBEYY U IMOYUCTUTh OfEKAY OT Iblu. Mmu
€Oo30aTh DOXJIEHBKYIO UJITIO3UI0, KOTOpas Jepzkajiach He O0JIblle IBYX MUHYT.

— IlnmaTbe mOMHETE, MUJIEON, — TUXOHBKO XMBIKHYN BranT.

OnHa TOJBKO OTMaxHynachk. I1naThe, HECOCTOSBINASICS CBagbba, 060 BCEM 3TOM ceHdac XOTeI0Ch IyMaTh
MeHbIe Bcero. OHa OTBEPHYJIACh, IepeBoAs B3TJIsAN Ha ['puena. CTaphlil YIPaBIISIONIUE PhSIHO 3aHUMAJICS
0araxxoM, KOTOPHIH OHU MTPEIyCMOTPUTEIHFHO 3a0paiu ¢ cob0ii, ¥ CTPAIITHO COKPYIIACS, YTO IIPUIIIOCH
OCTaBUTH TaM LIEHHBIE TTIOAPKH.

— ITogymaTk Tonbko! He gyman s, 94To KOposb ApraHTapa TakKo¥ HeBumaHHBIN ckpsira! Ham Hamo Ov110
BocTpeboBaTh BCe Ha3an!

HNzabenna 3akaTuia rial3a, BOT YXK 3TO el TOYHO He XO0TeJIOCh OBl 06Cy}KI[aTB.

Tem BpeMeHeM mpubekasia Cynpyra yIpaBsioliero, XyaollaBas gamMa TOro ZUBHOI'O BO3PACTa, KOTAa elle
HeT TPUALATH, HO YKe OAaBHO 3a NATLOECAT. YBuaena Y3abesty, HaxXMypHUiIach U oKaydasia T'OJIOBOH,
OHAKO HUYEro He CKa3ajia. BMecTo 9TOro cpa3y ImepeKiYniachk Ha BiraHTa.

— Hy-ka, Hy-Ka, romy04YHK, CO3HABAWTECH, TIIe 3TO BBl CBOM PEe3epB TaK pacTpaTunu? M? HeyxKTo Bce
yiino B oguH noprtan? He Bepro, 6aTeHbKa, — a caMa BOAWa Hal HUM pyKaMU, IIOAIIPaBiIsaisi COCTOSHUE, U
BIPYT 3aCThllIa, Kak O0ynTo 9To-To Hamuia. — Ax-xa!



— Jlegu Kaprusi! — 6ypkHyn mar. — Haferocs, BEI HE CTaHETE...

— JlapmHo, namHo, TONyGYKMK, — IIPOBOPKOBaja Ta. — Ho 3a 3To BB MHe BCe pacckaxkeTe. B
MOgpPOOHOCTSX. ..

— DT0 BB 0 4eM celvac? — HaxMypuiach Mzabea.
— Hu o gewm, rony0yIka, — maMa cpa3sy caellanach cepbe3Hoi. — Jlyulie BEl pacCKaXXuTe MHe, MUJIEIH. ..

Ona cMmepuia B3TJISIIOM ee, BHUMATEJILHO PacCMaTpUBas IiaThe U couBIyocs daty. M3abenna
HAIPSTIach, MPUTOTOBUBIIKCH JATh OTIIOP, €f HEMPUSITHH OBININ cefiuac Mo0sie BOIPOCcH. Ho Ta BCKHUHYIIa
OPOBHL U ITOMHTEPECOBAIACH:

— Yro BHI €11 Ha 3aBTPaK? { yBepeHa, 4TO BaM ceiyac He MOBPEeOUT XOPOIIEeHbKO IIe€PEeKYCUTh, OTHOXHYTh
¥ TIepeofeThcsi. A MBI TEM BpeMeHEeM OpTraHu3yeM Mpa3gHUYHEIN o6el. B uecTh Balero 61aromoayyHoro
BO3BpAIeHUs JOMOM, Munenu M3abesna.

BoTt Tak. JoMo#i. 1 HUKaKUX TUIUIHUX BOIPOCOB. XOPOIIIO.

— Cnacu6o0. [da, 66110 OBl HETIJIOXO IIEPEKYCUTh, — IIporoBopuiia M3abenna, 4yBCTBYS, KaK YXOOUT
HampsiKeHue.

IeucTBUTENILHO, OHA IOMa, OCTaJIbHOE He BaXKHO.

BrianTy 6B1I10 3HAYUTENIBHO JIy4llle, a [ pueH BMecTe C OCTAIbHBIMU y2Ke ITOKUall TeJlellOPTalloOHHBIN 3aJl.
EMy He Tepmnenochk IpoCIequTh, YTOOH BCE BEIM U IIJIaThsI MUJIEOU BEPHYJIMCH HA CBOW MECTa, a
OparoleHHOCTH OTIIPaBUIUCH B celid. ['nsaasa Ha ato, M3aberia BOpyr HoYyBCcTBOBasa cebst ycTano.

Hapo On1710 HaKOHEII CHSTB C ce0s 9TO UANOTCKOe Oeoe maaThe. M IpUHSATH BaHHY.
[Ipu MBICTTH O BaHHE OHA I'JIy0O0KO BIOXHYJIa BO3OyX U HAaXMypHIach. HelpusiTHEIE aCCOIIMAIINH.

kekok

B TenmemopTalnoOHHOM 3ajie OCTAaIMCh TOJIBKO jiequ Kaprus u yzke mOBOJIBHO OOOpeiii MacTep biant. Mar
rajlaHTHO IIOKJIOHUJICS, II0IIeJIOBal PYYKY JaMbl ¥, MHOTO3HAYUTEJILHO IIIeBeJIbHYB OPOBSIMU, IIPOTOBOPUII.

— Jlymalo, HaM B CKOPOM BpeMEeHHU Halo XKJaTh TOCTEN.

— Kakux sTo rocrei?

TyT OH OTJISHYJICS IO CTOPOHAM, CKJIOHUJICS K Hel U 3alllellTajl, IPUKPLIBasi POT PYKOM:
— HexemnaTenbHEIX.

JleBast 6POBBb maMbl XapaKTEPHO M30THYIACh, ©300pazkasi BOIIPOC.

— Kx-kxmmm, munenn Mzabenna yMmyopuiachk Tak HOAMAIMTE XBOCT OPAKOHY, YTO OH B CKOPOM BPeMeEHU
MIPUMYUTCS CIofa TpeboBaTh caTUCGhaKIIUHU.

— OHa oTKa3zaJsa KopoJito Apranrapa’?

— IlpsiMo BO BpeMsi BeHUaHUsI, — C TOPAOCTHIO Brigasl bimaHT. — [Iy6mudHO!

— Oooo! Kakas ®KaJocTh, 4TO g 9TOr'0 He BUMeNa... — IPOCTOHANa JaMa, 3aJOXHYBIINChH OT BOCTOPra.
OpHako TO, UTO Mar cKasall fajblile, 3By4Yasno yXke Cepbe3HO:

— IIpssmoit gocTyI ciofa g nepekpsil. Ho, Kak BB IOHUMAaeTe, 1equ... Halla apMus IpoTUB apMUU
ApranTapa He BeICTOUT. HaM CpOYHO Hy>KeH KEeHUX.

Ycneiuas sTo, negu KaerH IIogajiaChk BIlepen U IMpUITypPuiiacse, a Imo FY6aM CKOJIb3HYJIa TOHKadA y.TIBIﬁKa.

— IomoxkuTeck Ha MeHs. § ceiyac xKe OTIPABIIIO0 BECTHUKA CBOUM IoxpyraM no Muctutyry. BygeT Ham
KEeHUX, U He OIUH.
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Kanutan I'ypo oTIipaBUiICs BEIIIOIHATE CTaBlllee yKe 0eCII0JIe3HBIM pacliopsiKeHue, a KOpoJib Tak U
ocTancst cuaeTh 3a ctonoM. OH He XOTeJI CMUPUTHCS C OUEBUIHBIM, ¥ He OTMEHUII MPHUKa3. DTO KaK paHa,
ecm cpaly 3aXxarTh, TO II0Ka He YBUIOUIIb KPOBYU, MOKHO CYUTATh, YTO BCe 0OOIIOCH.

OmHako 00s13aHHOCTH HUKTO He OTMeHsJ1. Hamo Onimo BEPHYTBHCA K I'OCTAM, HEJIb34 K€ OCTaBUTH 3TO
CKOITHIIlEe BEHIIEHOCHBIX 0Cc00 0e3 BHUMaHUs. Y MOOgYUHAACH 9THUKETY, Hop6epT HaMepeH OBIIT Pa3bIrPEIBATh
TOCTEIIPMMMHOTI'O XO34dHWHa OaJIbIlIe, XOTA ceryac roToB OBINT Pa30rHaThk BCEX.

HiMmeHHO ITIOTOMY OH chejaln Hap co6oil ycumnue U HallpaBUJICH B 3all.
U ma, KOpoyb IJTaHMPOBAI HATTUTHCS.
Ho nimaHam He CyXAeHO OBIJIO MPEeTBOPUTHCS B JKM3Hb, @ MHTEPECHBIe COOLITHS Ha 3TOM He 3aKOHYHUIIUCE.

kkk

He moxopst mo 3ajia, U3 KOTOPOIro Hecjiack My3bika, HopGepTy monanack negu Bnusapaa ®yko. OnsaTh
TopyYaJia Iof ABEPHIO U MOACIyIIUBasa. M Tak yBiIeKjack, 4TO HaXke He 3aMeTHJjIa ero NpuOInKeHus. ITO
OBLJIO OYEeHb KCTATH.

[ToToMy 4TO Ha KOTO-TO ke [OJI2KeH ObI 00PYIIUTLCS CETOIHS KOPOJIeBCKUi I'HEB.
— Jlegu, — C omlacHBIM CIIOKOWCTBUEM B I'OJIOCE CIIPOCHJI KOPOJib. — UTO BHI 3[ECH HeflaeTe?

CTapas{ JIegu IIOAIPBITHYJIa U YCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO0. A IOTOM OIOMHMIIACH U BCS 3aKOJIbEIXaslach OT
BOJTHEHMUA.

— Ax... cup! 9TO BHIL...

U kKocoi B3TNIA Ha OBEP5b, a B I''la3aX UCIIYT U 1000THITCTBO. U coXKaneHue 0 TOM, YTO OT Hee YCKOJIb3aeT
HedYTO BaXHOe.

— A BHI 0XHU[IaJI KOTO-TO Opyroro? — crupocun HopbepT, moaxonst 61uxe, ¥ MPUIILYPUIICS.

Jlemu mepHynach, BeiAaBasi ce6s1 HEBOIBLHBIM XKECTOM. B 9TOT pa3 OH He CTaj IIyMeThb, OH IIPOCTO
MIPUCIIYIIANCs. A KOTfia yCIIBIIIai, O YeM B 3TOM KOMHATe TOBOPUIIOCH, Y HETO B TJla3aX OTEMHEJIO OT
3JI0CTH.

B xoMmHaTe Ovlnu GnuctaTenbHble neny AMenuHpa, Kopusaupma u Jlunuasa. [To ronocaMm He cocTaBHIIO
TPy[a y3HaTh BCEX TPOUX. A peds IIjla BCe O TOM Ke CeKpeTape KHSKHB CaBOCTUMCKOM, KOTOPOTO,
OKa3kIBaeTCs, 10 IPHUKa3y KOPOJIS [0 CHUX IIOP JHEM C OTHEM Pa3bICKMBAIOT 110 BCEMY I'OPOMOY U 3aMKYy.

— I'oBOpPSAT, YTO HAUI KOPOJIb... — TYT ObLJIA ITay3a, HAllOJIHEHHAs CMBICTIOM. — HacTOJIBKO 3aMHTEPECOBaH,
YTO HE MOXKET ero 3a0bITh?

— O, Hy MBI caMu 5TO Bugenu. CBOUMHU Ijia3aMu!

[arnblne 6611 HePa3OOPUMBEIH IIIEIOT.

- 'oBOpSAT, OH UCKAJl €T0 B ITIOKOSIX KHSXKHEL.

—A..?

— Ila, TOBOPST... OH CaM BOPBAaJICH.

— Teneppb NOHATHO, IOUEMYy €My OTKa3ajia 3Ta 3aMyXphIIKka u3 CaBoCTUH.

9T0 yxKe OBLI IIpemet.

— 3arosop!!? — B3peBen KOPOJIb U BHIINO K YePTSIM OBEPD.

YBunmeB KOpOJisi, Teqy 3aMepJIu B CTYIIOPEe, COEIaBIINCE Oejlee Mejla, U B UCIyTre MPUOTKPLUIA PTHL.
— YTO BaM NOHSTHO, TeOu? — IIarHyJl OH B KOMHATY.

— Cup, 3TO... IPOCTO IIy-1IyTKA... CUP, IIIOBEPHTE... — 3aJIENIETAIN JaMbl, 3aUKasICh.
— Iytra?! — peikHyT HopOGeprT.

Xopomra mrytka! CrimeTHs Obiia ockopbutensHoM. Ho 6ombiite Bcero HopbepTa 3apesio yimoMuHaHME O TOM,



4YTO eMy OTKa3ajia KHsxkHa CaBocTtuiickasi. I mybokuii, 6071e3HEHHBIM YKOJI, 0T KOTOPOr'0 B3peBea BCsS ero
BHYTPEHHSS CYLIHOCTE.

— Jlegu AMenuHAa, — IPOTOBOPUII OH, MEIJIEHHO TPUOIHUXKasaCch. — YTO U3 TOTO, O YEM MBI C BAMHU
TOBOPUJIM BUepa B KaOUHETE, OCTANIOCh HETIOHSI THIM?

— Barrre B-BeTn4eCTBO... — BCKHUHYJA PYKY Ta, ONHITAsCh 3aKPHITHCS, Ha NUIE OTPa3uics yXxac.
Ho oH yke ITOBEPHYJICS K TEM OBOUM U OBUHYJICS K HUM.

— A BB, JIeOH, PEIIUIU MIHOHUTL? BIe3Th B IOIUTUYECKUY 3aTOBOP IIPOTUB KOPOHEI?
[ToBucna 3BeHsAIIas THEBOM IIay3a.

TyTKM KOHYUIIUCH.

KKk

OH oTmpaBuJI B M3rHAHUE BCeX TPOUX. [IyCTh B IepeBHE CIUIETHUYAIOT C KypaMu. M ¢ HUMu 3a KOMIIaHUIO
crapyio kapry bnusapny ®yko. Ha MruHoBeHme cTasno jerde.

Ho 3T0 coBepIleHHO He NPUTYIIUJIO pa3aupasuero ero raepa. Huckonsko! OH roToB OBLI JIONHYTh OT
37I0CTH, TPUAYIINUTE 9Ty OEBUILY, IONIaAUCh OHa eMy celdac Iof PYKy. 3alepeTh, cocjaTh B CAMBIH
OAJIbHUHM 3aMOK...

B Kako#-TO MOMEHT BCe BOPYT CMEHHUIIOCh TUKOW IOPEeyYbio IIOTEPH U O0MUIOH.
Taxk Ts13KeJo, 9TO TPYOHO OBLIIO BOOXHYTE.
IlneBarts.

Kopons otnpasuscs K roctsiM. Korga oH BXOOuMJT B MUPIIECTBEHHBIN 3aJ1, BCE YyBCTBA yKe CKpHIIa
CHUCXOOUTEJIbHAS YIIEIOKa.

A tam 6n110 Beceno. TaHITsl B pa3rape.

Crapukamka CaparoTCKuil mo6IecKuBajl MacIeHbIMHU TIa3KaMi Ha MOJIOJEHBKUX JEBUIl U, OTMaXUBas
BUJIKOM, HABOPAYUBaJl yxKe I1eCTyI0 IOPUUIo nmamreTa. Ero cynpyra camo3abBeHHO CIIJIETHHYANA C
repuoruaed Kupacckoi. 13k paGoTanu Tak OBICTPO, KaK OyITO HaMbl TPOU3HOCHUIIU IO CTO CJIOB B
MUHYTY. A BajleH3uCCKu HAIUIICS OO IIOPOCSYLEeT0 BU3Ta. BeUHO HemoBOIbHAS CYNIPyTra MEITalach YBECTH
ero, Ho Cepxuo ynupasucs BCeMU KOHEYHOCTSIMH U BCe HOPOBUJI CTAIIUTL CO CTOJIa OYepenHoM OoKall,
4TOGH JOTIUTE elrle. 3aTO UX IOHBIM HaCeOHUK, MOJIh3ySCh TEM, YTO O HEM Ha BpeMs 3ab6bITu, KOCUJICS B
OEKOJIbTe IIPEKPACHOM MATUKPATHOM BOOBH IreploruHu [layb.

Inspst Ha Bce 9T0, HopOGepT X0Te I MOBEPHYTh Ha3af, B HafgeXkKae, 4To 0 HeM 3a0wutu. He TyT-TO GBLNIO, BCE
B30PHI TYT 2Ke 00paTUNIMCh Ha Hero. I[IpUIIIoCch CEeCTh 3a CTOJI, IIUTh U U300paxKaTh Becemnbe. Yacy He
MIPOIIIJIO, @ KOPOJIb y2Ke HeHaBUe T TAHIIbl ¥ 3aCTOJIbS.

Skkk
3aKOHYUIICS IMIPa3gHUK B Y€CTh €ro HEeyaaBIIerocs 6paKocoquaHH5{ JaJIeKoO 3a ITOJIHOYb.
U manuThCs €My, HECMOTPsA Ha BCe CTapaHud, BCE€ PAaBHO HE yIaJiOCk.

OcTaTok Houu HopGepT He cmaj. CIUIIKOM MHOTO MBICTIEH, OHU He faBajik TTOKO0sI. PaHO yTPOM KOPOJIb,
KaK TOCTEIIPUUMHEIN XO3SIWH, OCTABUJI PACIIOPSKEeHUs, YTOOH BO BPEMsI €r0 OTCYTCTBUS BEHI[EHOCHEIE
TOCTH He 3HaJIM OTKa3a HU B YeM. A caM, COCJIaBIIKCH Ha BHE3aITHO BO3HUKIINKE CEKPETHEIe [ela, OTORIT B
HEH3BECTHOM HallPaBICHUU.

Yexan onus, IIepeoneBIInCh B HEIIPUMETHOE IIJIaThe. U kakK TONBKO IIOKMHYIJI IIepengesiel 3aMKa, TyT XKe
IIOTHaJI KOHA BO BECh OIIOP.

Hacrarno BpeMsi CHOBa HaBECTHUTh Ipafefa.

Emy Hy)eH 6b11 coBeT. Mnu momorts. Mnu otBeT. Unu 4epT ero 3HaeT 4To.
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Buepa Bce ObLI0 TO-CEMENHOMY. 3a IPa3gHUYHBIM CTOJIOM COOpauch Moau, KoTophix M3abesia 3Hasna ¢
meTcTBa. Temas o0CTaHOBKA, BKyCHAs efja, HeNpuHyxkneHHas Oecena. HUKTO He Kacajcs TeM, KOTOpHe
MOTTIM OBITEH € HempusiTHeL. A M3e6enna kak 6yATO 3aCThIJIa B 3alIMTHOM KOKOHE M3 3TOTO TEeIja U
HabIroasa 3a BCEM CO CTOPOHHL.

3ato nenu Kaprus Ovlyia B yoape, CTOJIBKO PAacCKa30B O ee MHCTUTYTCKOM MoJiogocTu 3apa3 M3abemna He
CITBITIIAJIA 3@ BCE TO BpeMsi, UTO OHa 3HaJjla CYIpYyTy yIpaBisioInero. M youBUTENbHO OBINIO BAPYT YBUAETH
TAKOT'0 IIPUBLIYHOTO, HEMHOT'O CMELIHOTO ['preHa ¢ TOM CTOPOHEI, 0 KOTOPO#H OHA [aXke He IMogo3peBasa.

Hampumep, M3abenna moueMy-To He gyMaia O TOM, 4TO I'pHeH, ee CTaphii MOOPHIN yIIPaBASIOIINM, TOXKE
KOTIa-TO OBLI MOJIOABEIM. B ee mpefcTaBIeHUH OH CPa3y TaKUM U POAUIICS. A TyT... B3rism, KOTOPEIM OHHU
oOMeHsUCH ¢ teau Kaprueii, ee merkuil pyMsHeI, ¥ TO, KAKUMHW UCTUHHO MY>KCKUMHU Ka3aJIuCh B TOT
MOMEHT II0OBOPOT €T0 T'0JIOBHL U OCaHKa.

Ila Begb 3TOT CTApHIH JIOPA B MOJIOJOCTH OBLI HEOTPA3UM, ITOAyManiock BApyr M3abemnse. Y CTOBHO B OTBET
Ha ee MBICJIH, JIeOH IPOU3HeCcHa, MeuTaTeIbHO 3aKaTHuB Ijia3a:

— Ia... A moToOM Mo€e cep[lle TOKOPHMJI OOUH OO0OJIEeCTHLIA PHIIAP.
HexxHas ynbiOKa paciiBesia Ha ry0ax IIOXKHUIION JaMhl.

HeT, 3T0 OBlIIa HE 3aBUCTH, IIPOCTO YKOJI B cepnalie. N3zabenna oTBesa B3rsan. OmgHaKO AOJTO el T'PYCTHUTD
He OaJiu.

— Baimra ouepenb, MacTep BIaHT, — 3aroBOPIUYECKH ITPOroBopuia jgeau Kaprus. — PacckaxkuTe HaM,
KaK BBl KypPOJIECHIIH, KOTOa ObI/IM MOJIOTBIM.

Mar cierka momaBHJICS, a JIeAH JTyKaBO paccMesiyiach, IPUKPHIBAS POT JlafoHb0. He cpaly, Ho BraHT Bce-
TaK¥u pas3roBOpUIICS. Pa3ropenmuch rias3a, CTOJIBKO HMHTEPECHBIX BOCIOMUHAHUN.

M3abesie HEBOJIBHO CTAJIO IPYCTHO, YTO LEJIHIH IIJIAaCT XKU3HU IIPOIIEeST MUMO Hee. BoT eciu OBl y Hee ObITa
HOpPpMaJIbHasdaA Maruvs, a He 9THU OI'PBI3KHK, OHA OBI TOXKEe MOTJIa YYUTLECA B I/IHCTI/ITYTe Maruu, Kak jieagu
Kaprus. A BIrpoueM, OHa BCIIOMHHUJIA, 3TO y4eOHOe 3aBeleHUe OJIsT OHAaPEHHBIX IEBUIL 6J1arOPOIHOTO
MIPOMCXOXKOEHUs OBIJIO PachOPMUPOBAHO ellle [0 ee POKIAEHUS, U TPYCTHO B3MOXHYJa. YBH, V Hee Bce
paBHO He OBUIO IIAHCOB.

— Munenou? — KOCHYJach ee PyKH ITOXKWIas faMa. — Bce eme 6yeT o4eHb ¥ OUYeHb XOPOIIIO, ITIOBEPHTE.
Bce 6yzmert xopotio.
C 3TO# MEICTIbIO OHA M yIIJIA CIATh.
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[To3xe, yXKe IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK KHSKHA yIalIUIach B CBOI0O KOMHATY, COCTOSJICS He0OJIbINION BOEHHLIM COBET.
PasymeeTcsi, He B mapafgHOM 3aMKOBOUM TOCTUHOM, 3aTOBOPIIMKH Ha3HAYUJIM BCTPedy Ha KPEeIlOCTHOU
creHe. Hactynuna HOub, OBLIIO MOBOJILHO BETPEHO, OBe GUTYPHI B IJIalllaX IIOSBUJINCEH Ha rajepee 3a
HaABpaTHOU OamrHed. ITmammy, MOTHOCTHIO 3aKPHIBAIA UX, U TOJIBKO II0 POCTY [a IO ITOBaJKe MOXKHO OBIIO
OIPEeNeNiuTh, YTO 9TO MyKYWHA U JKEHIINHA.

— Hy uTo, megu, oTmpaBuau? — pasmancs MIenoT.

— Jla, — Ipo3ByYas IPUTJIYIIeHHbIN XKeHCKUM rojioc. — OTIpaBuia TPOUM. Y TPOM ITOJIYyYUM HEPBBIN
oTBeT. f paccuuThIBalo, YTO OyIeT MUHUMYM IIeCTh KaHOUOATOB. M Bce MOTYT COCTaBUThH JOCTONHYIO
KOHKYPEeHIINIO 3... U3BeCTHOU HaM ocobe.

MyXK4YrHa B IIePBEI MOMEHT CJIeTKa OTOPOIIEeN U JaxKe KPSAKHYJ, OTBOPaYUBasiCh B CTOPOHY IO,
PaCIIOI0XKEeHHOr0 3a 3aMKOM. HaKoHell OH MPOKAIIISJICS ¥ IIPOTOBOPHUIT:

— MMM, B TaKOM Cily4ae, 1 3a1?1Myc1> TE€M, YTO BBEICTABJIIO Ha BO3SMOZXKHEIX IIYTAX IIOOXOOa CUTHAJIKHU.

— XMMMM? 3aBTpa, OPYT MOM, CETOOHS Yy BaC Ha HOPMAJIbHYIO PabOTy CUJI He XBATUT. A HaM HYXKHO
KaudecTBo.

— 4 nomnpoury, nepu...!

— Ax, ocTtaBbTe. PacckaxkuTe ydlle O BallluxX JTI0O0BHHEIX ITOXOXKAEHUSIX B Apra"Tape. f xaxnay
noapo6HOCTETH !



— O, Hy 4TO BH IIPaBO, KX-KXMMM, — MYyKYHHA OB ClIeTKa CKOHQYKEH, OHAKO B TOJIOCE 3Bydasa
TOPOOCTh.

Emre HEKOTOPOE BpeMSI CIIBIIIAICS HEPa3OOPYUBHIN IIETIOT, aXaHbe U B3PHIBEI cMeXa. [l0TOM oHM’
OTOOBUHYIUCH OPYT OT APYra, ¥ JaMa CIpoCcHuIa:

— Kak nymaeTe, CKOpPO OH TyT OSBUTCS?
MyX4YnHa XMBIKHYJI, OTPSIXUBas IJIalll.

— JleHs Ha OCO3HAHUE, [IBa Ha yIIeMJIEHHOE KOPOJIEeBCKOe CaMOIIo0ue, TPU Ha OCKOPOIEHHYI0 MyKCKYIO
TOPHOCTE.... [lyMato, uepe3 HeHeJIio, eCJId s IPAaBUIFHO OLIEHUJI CTEIIeHb TBEPHOJI000CTH 3 ...

— Jlepu Kaprus, oyuieHbKa, — pas3fascs ellle OOUH MYKCKOM rojioc. — TyT BETPEHO, Bbl IPOCTYAUTECh.
ITaMa TyT ke 06epHYyJach.

— Wpy-uny, oporoi.

U yxe cBoeMy coOOeCEeHUKY:

— HaumHaeM 3aBTpa, Kak JOTOBOPUJINCE.

kokok

Y HN3zabenel HOYB IIPOIIIa CTPAaHHO. Bpome ObI Be4epoM 3a CTONIOM, I'fie coOpanIuch OJIM3KUE ed JIIoau,
MIyCTOTa B TPYAM OTHyCTHUJa. Ho MOTOM, KOT[a OHa OCTajach OHA CO CBOMMU YyBCTBAaMU M MBICIISIMHU, BCe
BEPHYJIOCH CHOBA. TpynHO 6BI0 cebe IPM3HATHCS, HO, OKa3kIBAETCS, OHA BCE 9TO BPEMSI IOACO3HATEJIFHO
XKfasa, YTO OH IIPHUMET 3a HeH ClIeloM U U3BUHUTCS.

A yTpoMm oHa mporyiauBajach 110 3aMKy, IOOHSIIach Ha CTEHY, CMOTpeJia Boanb. BeTep urpan nojsaMu
Tjiama ¥ Tpemasl JTOKOH, BEIOUBIITUICS U3 IPUYECKH.

O6upHOo. UppallnoHabHO U TaK MO-’KEHCKU HEeJIOTUYHO. Begb 3TO OHa OTKa3ajia eMy, [0 CyTH, YHU3UIa
my6nuyHOo. Ho H3BUHATHCS Mepen Hel OoXKeH OBl OH, ToToMy uTo uMeHHO OH obumern ee.

Xotws U3abenna 1 He OblJIa CEHTUMEHTAJIBHOM, ITIOYEMY-TO TaK yBepoBana, uTo HopbepT ApranTapckuii
OynmeT U3BUHSITCS 3a BCIO CBOIO I'py6ocTh. Y BOT Temeph IoXKUHAama 0L CBOEH TIIYyIIOCTH.
PazouapoBaHue.

Ona TPAXHYJIA TOJIOBOM ¥ HEOKUTOAHHO Pa3031uiiacse.

— Munenu M3abenmna, rony0yiika, — mo3Basna ee neau Kaprusi. — IoilimemMTe, HaM Hago pa3o0paThCs C
TEeMH HOBBIMH IITOPAMHU B ITapagHOM IOCTUHOMN M MPOCJIEOUTD 3a TEM, YTOOLI IIOYUCTUIIN CTOJIOBOE
cepebpo. A TOPHUYHBIM JaTh KOMaHOYy, YTOOB HAaTEPJIX JI€CTHUILY BOCKOM M Hayalu IIOIUPOBaTh. AX, B
3aMOK B 1000 MOMEHT MOTYT IT0KaJIOBATh TOCTH, U MBI IOJI?KHEI OBITh BO BCEOPYKHUU.

T'octu?
— Upy, — oTknukHynack M3abenma, 6pOCUB B3TJIsI[ Ha PaCKUHYBIIIee BHU3Y II0JIe parca.
A mpo cebs momymara, uTo Hop6epT ApraHTapCKuii MOXKeT KaTUThCS KO BCEM YEPTSIM.

[IycTb Temeph TOJIBKO MOMPOOyeT 3asiBUTHCS CIOAA.
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BoT npuMepHO 10 TaKOMY afipecy ero BenudecTBo HopOGepT ApranTapCKuil U OTIIPaBUJICS TEM Ke yTPOM.
CkakaTh IIPUIIIIOCH BeCh IeHb, BEIMCKUBAs OJOPOTY II0 OHHOMY TOJIBKO €My U3BeCTHEIeM opueHTupam. Y60
BCe, YTO KacajoCh CEMEeNHOIr0 HacJleOusi, COXPaHSJINCh B CTPOXKaMien Taiine, © HopGepT mpuHEC B 3TOM

KJISTBY elle pe6eHKOM.

K Beuepy U3pSOHO OMEePEBEHEBINHM OT YCTATOCTH, TOJIOMHLIN U IPOMEIIeHHBH, HopOepT HaKoHeIll
moOpaJicsa Tyma, rae mOJIKHO ObIJI0 HaXOOuThes yOeskuia mpeaka. Ho oH He y3HaBai MecTta. B mocnemuuit
pa3 HopGepT GBI 3meCh AeBATHAALATD JIET HAa3aM, 3a 3TH T'OOBl BCe U3MEHHUIIOCH, 3aPOCyIo. BHIrmsgeno
COBCEM He Tak, KaK OH IIOMHWUII.

Heyxenu ymep? OH pacCUUTHIBAJI YBUOETh Ipafiefia KuBbIM! [0 CETOOHSIITHETO AHS He JOXKUIIN HU OTeT],
HU gen. HosnroneTveM B uxX pomgy o6afany UMb T€, KTO OTMEYEH CTPAHHBIM ITPOKJISITUEM
opakoHa. My»K4yuHa BOPYT IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ JIMIIKUM XOJIOIOK PACTEPSHOCTH U y2KacHOe OOQUHOYEeCTBO.

U TyT OH yBUIEN IOOHUMAIOWNNCS K HeOy ObIM, IOTSIHYJIO 3allaXOM IIe4YeHOM PHIOB U KOPEHBEB. JTO



MOTJIO 3HAYUTh, YTO YePTOB mpafen xkue! Cpa3y HaxXEIHYI0 obneruenue. HopGepT mpruoboapuics u
HaIIPaBHUJICS CKBO3b 3apPOCITH K OMMHOKOH CKalle, 3a KOTOPOI BUOHEJICS OBIMOK KOCTpa.
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BopoBopoT men 3aTtsaHyn M3abernny Tak, YTO HOC BRICYHYTH OBIJIO HEKOTA, HE TO YTO IIPedaBaThCSA
pa3MBIIIJIEHUAM. A TIof BedYep el yXKe CTajlo Ka3aThCs, YTO CYIpyra yIpaBJIsIolero 3aTesia TaKyio
KOJIOCCAJIbHYIO IPOTpaMMYy I10 IPUBEOEHHUI0 3aMOK B HaJIJIeXKalllui BUL (XOTSI OH U 0€3 TOr0 BHITIISAOE]
BIIOJIHE TIPUJIMYHO) C KaKOM-TO TalHOU 1ienbio. U Bce 3Tk HaMeKku jiequ Kapruu, 1 ee IOCTOSTHHBIE
Pa3roBOPEL O TOCTSX — BCe Tyda Xe.

H3abenie X0TenoCch 3aKaTUTh I'y1a3a. Kakue roctu?! KusxxkHa CaBoCTHHCKAS He X0Tejla HUKOI'O BULETh.
HacmoTpenacek npu mBope OBIBIIETO XKEHMUXAa, Ha BCIO JKU3Hb XBAaTUT BII€YATIIEHUN.

MoMeHTaMH, €CJIA CIIUIIIKOM OOCTaBajly, ee IIPOCTO MOOMEBIBAIO PSIBKHYTEH Ha Bcex. OCoOeHHO, KOTna B
odYepemHol pa3 3aXx0[ull Pa3roBOpP O TOM, UTO CPEAu rOCTel HellpeMeHHO OyAyT MPUIUYHEIe MOJIOIbIE
JIIOOU, ¥ e¥ Hazio OBl MpUCMOTPeThCsI. OOHAKO OHA COEepzKUBaJlach, IOTOMY YTO BUMEJA, BCE 3TO [AEIaeTCs
oiist Hee. Bu3Kue 00U CTapaloTCs ee pa3Bieydb.

Ouewnb ctapaiorcsi. Ocobenno, menu Kaprus. [Toxunas maMa BHEITJISIAENa TaK TAUHCTBEHHO U TaK
3aroBOPIINYECKHU OJIECTENH ee TJla3a, 4To, B KOHIle KOHIOB, Y3abenna MaxHysa pykou. [la, y HUX B 3aMKe
OEeVCTBUTENBHO OBblIa CKyYHOBATAS JKU3Hb. A YTO KacaeTCsl MOJIOIBIX JTIOfIeH, 0COOEHHO IOCTOUHBIX, TO
Imapy Be4epoB B uX 00ILIEeCTBE pafu TOro, YToOwI jieau Kaprus Oblyla cuacTiIuBa, OHA TaK U OBITSH,
BBIIEPIKUT.

[IpocTo eit 06 3TOM CIIUIITKOM YacTO TOBOpuK. M yeM Yallle TOBOPHUIIH, TEM OOJIBIINM 3TO BEI3EIBAIO
npoTecT. Korga 3a y’XKWHOM 3Ta TeMa MOOHS/Iach onusTh, M3abennma mpocTo He MOTJIa He BRICKA3aThCs.

[TpomokHyna ry6s! candeTkoi, mogHsama 60Ka ¢ 1erkuM OeJIbIM BUHOM U IIPOU3HeCIa:

— IOCTOMHEIX MOJIOLHIX Jiofneit? ITomunylite, neqgu Kaprus, Bce OHM IIOXOTJIMBEE Uy[QOBUIIA U ¥ KaXKIOTO
U3 HUX 110 BOCEMb PYK.*

[Toxkunas negu 4yTh He IMOAaBUiach, a brnauT BRIpOHUI BUNKY. CEeKyHAY BHUCEJIO 3BEHSIIIIee MOITYaHue,
TIOTOM €€ CTapHhIi YIPaBASIONINM ITOIPABUJI BOPOTHUK U PO OBOPHUIT:

— Munepnu, s1 OBl IPOCKUI He 0000IIaTh.

— Pazymeertcs, ['pueH, u BB, MacTep BiaHT, K IPUCYTCTBYIOMIMM 3TO He OTHOCHUTCSI, — 00OBeJjla OHa
B3TJISIIOM BCEX U VJIBIOHYJIACH.

Y npucytcTByomux O TeTKUH oK. A jiequ Kaprusi morpo3usa e majabileM U HEPBHO PAaCCMEesIach.
Pa3roBopoB 0 3aMyzKeCTBe B TOT Beuep OoJblile He OBLIO.

OpmHaKO moCie yXKKMHa IIoXKHUIIasi JaMa CPOYHO 3aco0upaiachk Kyaa-To, a KOrga BepHyIach, riias3a ee Kak-To
YK O4YeHb MMOI03PUTEIbHO GrecTenu. U nemu maxke 3armerna.
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HaCTyan Bedep, B JieCy CTAaJiI0 TEMHETh.

PrickaTh 10 TEMHOTE Hayraj MajlloIpUsTHOe 3aHsATHe. [ILIMOK pacceuBasics Cpeny JIMCTBEL, U Iaflbllle
HopGepT npobuparcs 1o Jiecy yKe UCKIIIOUUTENIbHO Ha 3amax. [leueHas priba, chemoOHbEIe KOPEHbS. ..
Kopons Bopyr o6HapyzKui, 4TO IIOMUMO BCETO IPOYEro, YePTOBCKU T'OJIONEH.

OmHaKOo miIyTan-IiIyTall, a BRIOpPaThCSA K KOCTPY BCE HE yaaBaJioCh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH, YePTHIXasiCh CO
3JI0CTH, CTaJjl JIOMUTHCS MMPSIMUKOM depe3 3apociu. Y BOpyr HEeO0KUIaHHO BHIIIET.

HeGomnbmas nporanuHa Iepel CKalol IIpencTaBuilach ero rjiasaM, a BOKpPYT I'yCTol KycTapHUK. Ero
Ipazen, OIoJIOyMeBIINY OTIIeTbHUK CUMOH, U3BECTHHIYM B MUPY KaK MoHapx CHMOH V, cugesn K HeMy
cunuHou. [Toutu He u3MeHWICHA. Bce B Tex ke MTUHSIIEIX CEPBIX 0OHOCKAaX, BOJIOC CTAJI0O MEHbIIIE, HO BCe ellle
KPENKUH, XOTb U COTOeHHBIH. 2KUBOI.

Hop6epT THXOHBKO YCMEXHYJICS PO ce0si ¥ 3aHeC HOTY, YTOOH! IarHyTh BIIePe[, ¥ BOPYT YCHBIIIaM:

— A, mpuiner.

Tauthcst ganbliie He OBIIO CMBICTIA, OH IIOJOLIEN ¥ BCTal PSITOM.

— 3apaBcTByl, CUMOH.

[Ipapmen MenbKOM B3TJITHYJI Ha HET'O U CHOBA BEPHYJICA K CBOeMYy 3aHsATHIO. [loBucno monuanue. HopGepT
4YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 HeJIOBKO, HUKAK He IIoIydanoch Hauath. Ho nmpapmen Hauan cam.



— Pa3 mpuiiesn, — cTapeiil OTHIETFHUK 00BEJI PYKOM MCHEIPeHHbIe TPeIUHAMU 1 elllepaMy CKalTkl,
YXOOUBIIIHE BIIPABO OT HETO0. — MecTa TYT IIOJIHO, BeIOUpati cebe m00yio meliepy.

BoT Tak B 106. OH Benb gaxe ellle He 3aUKHYJICA O IeJIU IIOCelleHNs, a YOKHYTHIHN nen yKe o0pucoBall eMy
oymyiuee. HopGepTa 3T0 300POBO ITOKOPOOUIIO.

— He roBopu epyHabl, — OYPKHYJI OH M HaXMYPHUJICH.
— Hapmo mosnaraTth, THI ee yKe Hallej, 1 oHa TeOs oTinuia. £ mpas?

CnoBa OTHanuCh SOOBUTOM MUTJION, IPAaKOH BHYTPU 00MKEHHO 3aBopouancs. OmHako HopbepT momgaBuil
BCKOJILIXHYBIIIMECS YYBCTBA.

- 9TO HEe UMEET 3HAYEHUs.
— IIa?! — cTapuk CKpumnyde pacCcMesJicCH.
[ToToM BOPYT pPa3BepPHYJICSI K HEMY BCEM KOPIIYCOM M CITPOCHII:

— TpoH-TO eCcTh, KOMY OCTaBUTh, UIU TaK Ha Tebe MMHACTUS U IIPEPBETCSI? — U ITOKauasa rojosoi. — [la,
cnaboBaT BHIIIEN TPABHYK, YBHI.

OrxHeM B30pBajiach BCA €T0 BHYTPEHHSS CYIIHOCTD.
— He npepsertcs! — nopancs Brnepen HopbeprT.
CTapuK TOJBKO XOXOTHYJI M CTaJjl BHIIpebaTh U3 301kl TIeUeHbIe KOPEeHbS.

To, uTo mpamen ero ¢paKTUUYECKHU yKe CIucail, 3afeno Hopbepra 3a xkuBoe. Y HETO OT 37I0CTH AaxkKe
ObIXaHUe COMUIIOCH.

— 4! — myMHO BEIIOXHYJI OH, CKHUMas KylaKu. — 3aBTpa e XeHochb. Ha KoM 3axouy, nmouan!? Ha Helt
CBeT KJIMHOM He collencs!

— Hy-ny. Buepeqn, nmpaBHyK. [laBal, ’KeHHUCh, ara, — YCMEXHYJICSI CTapUK. — A MOKa ThI 2KEHUTHCS OyIeIb,
oHa cefe HalgeT OPyroro.

PrivyaHue BHIPBaIoch v Hop6GepTa U3 rpynu, KylIakKu caMu COOO0H CXKaKuCh MO XPYyCTa. A TOT CIIPOCHI KakK
HU B YeM He OBIBaJIO:

— EcTb x04elllb, Ballle BETUYECTBO?

— Hert! He xouy!

— Hy kak xo4elsb.

IOen momxBaTUII U3 Ky4U IIe4YeHbIM KOPHEIUION U OyJ1 Ha Hero IIepeKUAbIBasi B JIaJgoHsX.

— 3aMyX BBIUOET... [leTUIlIeK POOUT...

— IlneBats!

— A THI yMOM TpOHeIIbCs. BOT g u ToBOpIO, 4ero TsHyTh? HaunHail 06:KUBaAThHCS IPSIMO celdac.
A Hop6GepT BOPYT MOHSJI, YTO BCE, BOT OH IIpeer.

— Otoro HE BYIIET! — psaBKHYyII, U TOMaHyJICA Ha3ad dYepe3 KyCTHI.

ITpumeuaHue:

* — ¢ppasza uz sHameHumotil komeduu Buaau Yatindepa "Hexkomopvlie a0651m nozopsiee”, 8 coeemckom
npokame ¢uavm wesn nod HazsaHuem "B dxcaze moavko degywKu".
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Kazasoch, IpOKJISATHM OPaKOH BBIZKIKET eT0 U3HYTPHU. A MOXKET, 3TO IIPOCTO Oklyia obuma. ['opeds, 3710CTh
Ha caMoro cebs.

Kakoro yepra OH BOOOIIle Ciofa Imomepcs?!

ITpocuts coBeta y ymanuimeHHOro? Xa-xa! YTo cTtaprii, BEIKUBIINY U3 yMa UOUOT MOT 3HATh O €20 KU3HU?
2Kun co cBoeti 3mo0HOM Kapnulled JlaBuHuEH, ¥ PafoBasICs, IIOTOMY YTO eMy TaK HpaBuiaock! HecuacTHBIH
MOgKabJIyYHUK.

A oH TakuM He Oymet. Hukorma. He OymeT u Bce. M mpoKIsiTOMY HacJIEAUIO TPEOKOB HE B3SITh HA[l HUM
Bepx!

Kakoe-To BpeMs1 KOpoJib ApraHrapa Tak U JIOMUJICS Yepe3 Jiec, He pa3bupas 4opory, IIOTOM OH BCe-TaKu
octaHoBuJics. [loToMmy uTo mOHSsI, 3a0pest He TyHa, U eCJI He X04UeT A0 yTpa OPOOUTh B 3TUX 3aPOCIINX,
Hano BEIOMPATHCH.

Bokpyr TeMHO, HOYb. [IpHUIIIIOCE TOBOPAYMBaTh 0OPATHO, MCKATh KOHs. [IpomnyTaB eie yac, HopGepT
OTBICKAJ TaK¥W KOHsI. TOT MUPHO Maccsi, caM03abBEeHHO OOIIUIIBIBAsT KaKHUe-TO KyCThl, COBCeM Kak Ko3a. OH
MOT TOJIPKO IIOPAfOBATHCS 3@ KOHSI, XOTh KOMY-TO yIaJI0Ch CETOOHSI 3aMOPUTh YePBsKa!

B uTore, crycTs KakKoe-TO BpeMsi, TOJIOOHBIN U 3710 KakK 4epT, HopOepT mockakamn o6paTHO. M K paccBeTy,
OKOHYAaTEeJIbHO OZlepeBEHEB OT 3JIOCTHU, I'0JI0fla U YCTAJIOCTH, Nobpajicsa HaKOHeIl 0 CBOero 3aMKa.

kokok

IloMa, He yclleB MUHOBATh Bhe3[Hble BOPOTa, KOPOJIb BhI3BAJI K cebe HayalbHUKA CEKPETHOM CyKO0bl. U
II0Ka ero BeJIMYeCTBO MOPIIACh cjie3all C KOHS, TOT Hadasl OBICTPO HOKJIaObIBaTh OOCTAHOBKY.

Kak oka3zanoch, BEHIIEHOCHEIE TOCTH B OTCYTCTBHE X03sgMHA He cKydanu. OxoTa, 6an, GaupT, TaHIH,
KapTHL. ITogpo6GHOCTH... BripoueM, mogpoOHOCTH KOPOJIs He uHTepecoBanu. OH OBICTPO I II0 KOpugopaM
elle COHHOI'O 3aMKa, C/IyLIas U KuBajl. He cKy4anm — 3TO XOpOIIo.

— I'epuor JIuHgOCCKUK? — CIPOCHUJI KOPOJIb MPavyHOo.

— TTokuHYN 3aMOK eIre IO Balllero OThe3na, cup. Ho mepen 9TUM OH IIBITAICSd BOCIIOIE30BAThCS IIOPTAJIOM,
¥ MOM JIIOY YCIIeJIH BBEISICHUTH, Ky[la eT0 CBETJIOCTh HaMepeBaJICs MOMacCTh.

— He xo4y 06 aToM 3HaTh! — oTpe3an HopOepT, YyBCTBYS, KaK K TOPJIy IOOKATHBAET pacKaJeHHas
SIDOCTb.

Kamutan I'ypo B3TIsIHY/I Ha HETO UCKoca u ocekcsa. A HopGepT BrimepKas nay3y U yxKe 60Jjiee ClIOKOWHBIM
TOHOM CIIPOCHIIL:

— BoJpllle HUKTO He MOKKUOal 3aMOK?

— KxMMM, — Ha4yaIbHUK CEKPETHOM CITyzKO®I 1moTep 100. — Buepa mHeM yexasn HacJIemHBIH MPpUHIT Mapuo
Caparorckuu.

U oH Tynma xke? Comnsak! Ockan BO3HUKIINY Ha JIUIE €eT0 BeJIMYeCTBa TPYOHO ObUIO HA3BaTh YJIHIOKOM.
— KTo-HUGYOH eme?

— Bornbie HUKTO He ye3xkain, cup. OcTanbHBEIE TOCTU Ha MecTe.

— Xoporuo, — peIKHYJT Hopbept. — [aiiTe MHe Tpu 4yaca cHa. [IoTOM [0/10KUTE 0OCTaHOBKY.

HayanpHUK CEKPETHOM CIyKObI OTKJIAHSIJICS U YIAIUJICS, a ero BeJIMYEeCTBO OTHan cebsi HaKOHell B PyKHU
CHyT, YK€ CyeTHUBIINXCS C 3aBTPAKOM M BAHHOM. YKAaCHO XOTEJIOCh €CTh, HO OH CHadaja XoTeJl OBICTPO
CMBITH C Ce0sI IBITb U MTOT, IIOTOMY YTO IIOCJIe €Obl TOYHO He Iose3 Obl BaHHY. M melCTBUTEIBHO, eT0
BEJIMYECTBO 3aCHYJI 3a CTOJIOM IIPSIMO BO BpeMs 3aBTpakKa.

Ero OCTOPOZKHO IIepeHeC/Iu B II0CTEJIb, pa3aeyid, YKPBIJIX U Ha IBIIIOYKaX BBIIIIN. Bnpoqu, ecnu OBI oazxe
Y Hero 11oa yxXOoM IIaJIUJI¥ IIYIIIKYW, OH ORI BCE PaBHO He yCIJIBIIIAJl. Ero Benmu4yecTBO B TOT MOMEHT ORI
HEYYBCTBUTEJIEH KaK IIOJIEHO.

ITpocman HopGepT poBHO Tpu Yaca, ¥ MOACKOYHII C OeIlIeHO KOJIOTSIIMMCS cepameM. Bo cHe OH CcTOsT Ha
KoJieHsx nepen M3abenmoii. OHa mepxKajla B pyKax...

C MHUHYTY IIOTOM HEPBHO CTrJIaTHIBAJI U Tep JIaMOHLI0 JI06, TOTOM TPSAXHYJI FOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI KOIIIMap, U
pe3Ko mogHsANCs. PelieHne co3perno.



B KOMHaTy CKOJIb3HYJI KAMEPAWHED, TT0qajl KOPOJIIO Ha BEIOOP TPH KOCTIOMA ¥ OMOT ofieThcsa. HopbepTy
ORIJIO IIJIEBATh Ha KOCTIOM, [JISI €T0 Iienel coiren Ol mio60#. OH BEIOpPAs IEePBLIM MOMABIITHNCS U
00epHYJICs, BITJISTHYTh Ha CTOSIBIIIME CTOJIMKE Yachl-apTedakT. BpeMs 0K0I0 oquHHAMAIATH, TOCTH
HaBepPHAKa IIPOCIIAT eIle Jaca JaBa.

KOpOJ'Ib BEIIIIEJT U3 CBOUX ITIOKOEB.
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9to yTpo s M3abesnniel Havyanock IpUsATHEE, 4eM BuepalHee. HaBepHOe, CKa3aloch TO, YTO oMa Haxe
CTEHBI IOMOTa0T. JTO OBIJIO OUYEHDb BAJKHO OLIYTUTHCS ce0s Ha cBoel Tepputopun. B 6e3omacHOCTH.

HpI/IBLI‘-IH])Ie 3aHATHUSA, MUJILIN T'J1a3y BHUO U3 OKOH Ha 30JIOTUCTO-LIEBIIIIAYEEe PAIICOBOE I1I0JI€ Y CaMBIX CTE€H
3aMKa. HaCTpOGHI/Ie Y Hee yXKe He OBIIIO TAKUM IIOOgaBJIEHHBIM, XO0Ts, KOHEYHO...

Ho nepou Kaprusa He maBaja CKy4daTh. A BOKPYT BCe TaK 3aBEPTEJIOCH, OHU HOCUJIUCH KaK
HacKuUIuAapeHHble. B KpaTyalime CPOKY BHAPaeH OB lake 3aJHUM OBOP U CJIerKa 00JIarOpoXkKeH KyCOK
IogbEe30HON DOPOTH, IPUMEIKAIOMINY K 3aMKy. [Tokuiaa mjaMa pa3Bujia TaKylo KUIYUYyIO OeATEeIbHOCTE,
Kak Oy[TO OHU XKOYT IIeJIyI0 apMUI0 I'OCTel, IpruyeM IpsiMOo celyac.

U 3a aTo Bpems M3abesie B COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUAAHHBIX MEeCTaX HECKOJIBKO pa3 momnajscs Mactep brmanr.
9T0 GBUIO CTPAHHO, IOTOMY YTO OOBIYHO Mar, eciIy He TpeOoBaJIoCh eT0 BMEIIaTeILCTBO, 0€3BLUIA3HO
cupmen B 1abopaTopuy M 3aHUMaJICA CBoMMU Aenamu. Eile oHa 3aMeTusia, 9YTO MOCJIe BYEPAITHero yKUHa
BriaHT cnerka Kocuscs Ha Hee, U BHITJISZEN 3aAyMuuBEIM. Kak 6ynTo 00MKeH, UK ero MydaeT HeKUi
BOIIPOC, ¥ OH He pellaeTcs ero 3apaTh. YTo XK, OHa caenana 3To caMa.

— Macrtep bBnanT, — cnpocuna U3abesnia, Korga OH B OUepemHo pa3 Kak Obl CIIy4YalHO Momnajics Ha el Ha
3aHEM OBOpe 3aMKa. — YeM 00yCIIOBJIEH Balll CTOJIb 3aTagOYHbIN U XMYPBIN BUMI?

MyXurHa KaK-TO 60KOM IIOKJIOHHUIICS ¥ BCTAaJll, IIOMIPAaBAsis OJIECTSIIYIO IPSIOb CMOJISHBIX BOJIOC.
— Huuewm, munienu M3aberna.

HeT, mogymarna oHa, ee 3TUM He IIpoBedellb. [TogoIiia 6uKe U MOHU3UIIA T0JIOC:

— Taxk Bce xke?

B HemocpeacTBeHHOHN OIM30CTH B TOT MOMEHT HHUKOTO He OBIIIO, Mar OTJISIAENICS IO CTOPOHAM U CTPOTO
CIIPOCHII:

— YTo 03HAYAET 3TO Ballle «IIOXOTJIUBEIE YYyIOBUIA U 110 BOCEMB PYK Y Kaxmoro»? KTo-to no3sonun cebe
IO OTHOIIEHWIO K BaM 4TO-TO juIinHee? CKaXuTe MHE, MUJIEU, ¥ Y €TO BeJIUYEeCTBa...

OnHa He IO3BOMIIA €My 3aKOHYUTD. TTokagama romoBoOHu.

— HerT, Mo#1 OHIBIINI KEHUX TYT HE IpHU YeM. JTo... — M3abesna ynei6Hynachk. — IIpocTto ¢pa3sa,
yCIEBIIIaHHAas MHOM ofHaxX el Ha Oany. IllyTka, MacTtep bnanT.

— Ia? — nuo y mara npocsetieno. — Hy magao. He x0Tesock 661 MOPTUTH TAKOM OTMEHHBIW APAaKOHUN
9K3EMILISIP.

Eff moka3anoch, OHa OCJIBIIIAJIAC.
— YTo0 BBHI CKa3anu?

B 3TOT MOMEHT Mar BOPYT BHITAPAIIUJICSA ¥ B3OPOTHYII, CIOBHO €0 OCa yXKajuja. B ueM geso, IOHSTh TaK
¥ He ypnanock. Ho K HUM y2Ke cO BCeX HOT cliellua jieau Kaprus.

— Munenu HM3abenna! I'onybymka! ¥ Hac... — moxkuimas gaMa 3allblXajiachk, rjia3a Kpyrikie. — Y Hac
IepBEIE TOCTH.

U 3aMepria HaIPOTUB, TPUKUMAas PYKU K rpynu. [ToBHCIIa 3BeHAIAs HAIPsSIXKEHNEeM I1ay3a, JIeau
mepernsHyack ¢ MaroMm. CTpaHHO BCE 3TO BBITJISALENO!

— I'me? — copocuna M3abenmna.

Ta MoJTya mokasasia B CTOPOHY ITOIBE3NHOM JOPOTH K 3aMKYy.
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Jlemu Kaprusi HepBHHMYAJa, IOTOMY YTO BCe IIOIIJIO HEMHOT0 He 1o IiaHy. C ee BEICOKOIIOCTAaBIIEHHBIMU
opyramMu Bce OBIJIO OTOBOPEHO [0 Mejiouel. [laxke 0UYepemHOCTh, C KOTOPO# OyayT mpuObIBaTh B
CaBoCTHIO MOJIOTEIE JIIOOY U3 BeChMa ¥ BechbMa 0/1aropomHbix ceMeincTB. OHa pacCUuThIBaia Kak MUHUMYM
Ha TpeX HaCJIeIHWKOB Pa3JIMYHEIX IIPECTOJIOB, U OCTAJIbHEIe KaHOUOATE ObIM HEe MeHee MTOCTONHEI.

Ho ona oxupgaina rocteut He PaHbllle, 4YeM Yepe3 TPU oH!

A TyT cpaboTano cpa3y ABe CUTHAJIKU U3 TEeX, YTO BJIaHT YyCTaHOBUI HENIOCPENCTBEHHO Ha IPAHUIIE
KHsKecTBa. CinuimkoM 6vicTpo! Te KOTro mpuriacuiia Jefu, IPpoCTo He ycmenu Ob1 foopaTthesi. OcTaBanoch
MIPENOJIOXKUTE TOJIBKO OOHO — 3TO OBIIK Opya2ue, Heu3gecmHble TOCTH.

Ona mepernasgHyach C MaroM, TOT TOXKe OBITT YOUBIIEH U TMOJTHOCTHIO Pa3mensi 03a004eHHOCTh JTedH.
Omna Tonbko M3abesia Oblyla HaCTPOEHAa PEIIUTEIBHO.

M KaxeTcsi, 9TO caMOe BHE3aIllHOe IOSIBJIEHNEe TOCTEH BEIIEPHYJIO €€ U3 TOT0 BSJIO allaTHUYHOTO COCTOSIHMUSI,
B KOTOPOM OHa IpeOniBaia. YCibliaB HOBOCTh, M3abenia HeMeqIeHHO HalpaBUiIach K HaaBPaTHOM!
Oalue.

EcTecTBeHHO, XMYPHIH ¥ HACTOPOXKEHHBIM Mar IOIIEeI BMECTE C HEH, a C3au CeMeHMJIa 3albIXaBIIasics
nenn Kaprusi. C ranepen y HagBpaTHOU OallHU B SICHBIM AeHb BCE IIPOCMATPUBAJIOCh aX A0 CaMoro jieca
Ha TOPH30HTE.

Cettuac mopora Orvljia IIycTa.
— Hy, u rme Bamm roctu, negu Kaprus? — crupocuna M3aberna, XMypo BIISIIbIBAsICh Bab.

— ... MUIegu... — OCTOPO2KHO Ha4alla II02KHUJIasd OJaMa, IOorjIsAgblBas Ha Mara U IIPUKIagblBasd PYKY K
rpynou.

Ho ToT BMenIasicss caM.

— Munenu U3abeia, — IPOroBOPUII OH, IOAKAIUINBasA B KyJlak. — CpaboTanu CUTHAIKH, Te, YTO 5
YCTaHOBHUII Ha TPaHUILIE.

H3abenna pa3BepHyJach K HeMy, B3TJIIHYJa C yOUBJIEHNEM U BCKUHYa OPOBE.

— Korpa ato BrI ycnenu, macTep biaaT?

Ha 4To Mar oTBeTHI]I BECbMa CEPhE3HO:

— 41 cuen 9TO MPEeBEeHTUBHOM Mepol 6e3omacHoCcTH. KTO mpeaynpexkyeH, TOT BOOPYXKEH.

YTto Xk, 0oH OBl IIpaB. Ho el BOPyT 3ax0oTenoch B 0UepegHON pa3 IoxkaloBaThCs Ha Cynb0y, HafleTUBIIYI0
ee BCEro JIUIIL OTPHI3KaMU Maruu. Byos oHa HOpMAanbHEIM MaroM, OHa caMa Morjia OBl I0YyBCTBOBATE.
YBEL, HE DOCTAJIOCh HU OATIOMIKWHOTO Japa, HU MaTYIIKUHOTO. M3aberna KUBHYyJIA, 4yTh IPUIOTHUMAS
KOHYMKU I'y0 B IOTOOUY YIIBIOKU.

— IIpekpacHas Mmepa. U BeI BCce cOesnanu NpaBuibHO, MacTep bianT. Tak MBI 3apaHee CMOXXEM Y3HATh,
€CIIu KTO-TO... — OHa 00epHYyJach B3TJISTHYTh Ha Jieau Kapruio. — PemuT moxajoBaTh K HaM B I'OCTH.

Jlegu oTBera riasa, a Mar IMOKJIOHUJICS, OTKUALIBAS C JIMIla OIEeCTSIIYIO IPSIOb YEPHBIX BOJIOC, U
IIPOTOBOPUII:

— Bnaromapio, MUnIemu.
U Bce-TaKu pasfapaxkeHue, GPOOUBIIEE B HEH BO YTO-TO JOJIKHO OBIIO BBUIHUTHCS.

— Ho BHI Ke TOHKMMaeTe, YTO CUTHAJIKY MOTJIO IIOTPEeBOXKUTH cTafo KabaHoB. Mnu onernu. Unu mensensb.
Unmn... Jlequ Kaprusi, — o6patunack M3abemnma K moxunoi mamMe. — Kak 3Bajiu Toro 6;1aropogHOro
pa30boifHuKa, TPOMBIIUISIONIETO B HAIINX JIecax.

— HeynoBumebiii Po6un? Ho 9T0 XKe OpeBHSS JiereHaa? — Ha aBTOMATe BhIgalla JeOu U u3obpa3uia
HEJIOBKYIO YJIBIOKY.

IToBucno Mmonmyaume. He mpo3Bydaso rjiaBHOE — 3TO MOT OBITh €e HECOCTOSIBIINUCS KEHUX.
OHa cHOBa OTBEPHYJIACh, I'NISANS Ha JOPOTY, ¥ TBEPIO IPOroBOpUIIa:

— Kt0 6BI 9T0 HU OBIII, MBI CYyM€EEM €T0 ITPUHSATH.
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3a necom, 8epHee, 3a e20 4Yacmbvio, npoxo@uxza epaHuua.

A 800.4b 2paHuybl nemsell nposieaan AeCHOU mpakm, omeemaasa8uWulics om 2/1a8H020 mMpaKma,
msHyswezo0ca no ecemy KoHmuHeHmy. JlecHoll mpakm ces3vl8as 3eMaAuU MHO2UX conpedebHblX
2ocydapcma, om Hez2o u yxooduiau dopoau Ha Casocmuto, ApaaHmap, JIuHdoccy u Hekomopwie Opyaue
Koposieecmaa, 2epy,0ecmed U KHAMicecmad.

Tax umo 0Oa, meopemu4ecKu 3mo mozaiau 6bl 6bimb KabaHbl UAU O/eHU.

Ho s deticmeumebHoCcmMu 8ce 06CmMos/10 co8cemM He Mmdk.

kksk

VNu3HYB C MUpa B 4Y€CTh HECOCTOSIBIIIETOCST OpaKocoyeTaHus ero BenudectBa HopGepTa ApraHTapCcKoOro,
Kapn JIuamocckuit mepBBIM OEeJIOM HAITPABUJICSA B CBOE TEPIOTCTBO. 00 K OTBETCTBEHHOMY ITIATy, KOTOPHIHN
OH cobuparncs COBEPIIUTH, Hy’KHa Oblyla onpeeeHHast IOAT0TOBKa. UMuOXK, u Bce Takoe. HeT, KoHEYHO,
MIPeKpacHOMY TepIloTy BOBCE He TIPUXOMUIIO B TOJIOBY MEHSITH CBOIO BHEIITHOCTb.

Ieno 6eimo B mpyrom. OH coOUpaliCcs MpencTaTh Iepe[ OeBullell, TOKOPUBIIel ero BooOpaxkeHue, PrllapeM
B GNIMCTAOIMUX JOCIexXaxX, 3alluTHUKOM. Kapit GBIl yBepeH, YTo KOpoJib ApraHTapa HUKOTA He
IIEPECTYNIUT Yepe3 CBOI0 TOPAOCTD U He IBUTCS K ObIBIIEH HeBecTe. He mocye Toro Kak eMy myOIudYHO
oTKa3asa.

Ho cama MbIC/IBb BHYIIUTE Hi3abene, 4To 0OHa B OITACHOCTH, OBI/Ta OYEeHb U OYEHb 3[MPaBO.

OmacHOCTb B MHTEPIIPETAIIMY €TI0 CBETJIOCTH AOJIKHA OBIJIa MCXOOUTD OT KEeCTOKOTO TUpaHa. M aTo gaxke
HeJTb3s1 Ha3BaTh HEMPaBOou, moToMy ctapuHa HopbepT cam mpeycrnen B TOM, 9TOOBI €70 CYUTAIIN
yynoBuiueM. A oH, KapJ, B 9Tol cuTyaluu npenaran cnacenue. Pyky u cepaoue. Hy, u 3a 9T0 ero
CBETJIOCTh TOTOB OBLI IPUHATH Ha CBOIO [OJII0 HEIJIOXOE IPUNAHHOE B BHUIEe HEOOJIBIIIOTO JOXOIHOTO
KHSIJKeCTBa, a TakkKe BCe XKEeHCKHe Ipeyiectu jequ Y3abester.

Bo3M0XkHO, OH U3HaYaIbHO U 3aHTEPEeCcoBaICa KHAXKHOM CaBOCTUNCKOMN, TOJILKO ITIOTOMY UTO Ta
IpuHaaIexkasna apyromy. Ho paccMoTpeB meByLIKY ITOOIMIKE, HAIle]I B HEl eIlle U MacCy OOCTOMHCTB, U
make UCIBITaJ HEKOTOPYIO OCaAy M 3aBUCTh. A KOT[ia KHSIXKHa OTKa3ana HopbGepty ApranTapckomy, Kapn
CIIPaBEIIMBO PEIINJI, YTO 3TO €ro IIaHC.

Tepnory 6810 y2Ke mop TpuAUaTthk. [IpekpacHbIN BO3pAcT, HO MaMa IIOCTOSTHHO TBEPAWIIA, YTO eMy IIopa
KEHUTHCS, ¥ 3TUM 3[OPOBO oOMpadasa ero cyiectBoBanue. OgHako Kapi Bce HUKaK He MOT HalTH CBOH
upears. JlaMbl, KOTOPbIE HPABUJIMChH €My, KaTeTOPUYECKHU He HPABUJIUCh €T0 MaMe.

A sra kHsiXKHa M3abenna u3 CaBOBCTUM IIPOCTO HealbHO IOAXONMUIA Ha POJIb KeHbl. XOpoLInuil por,
oOpa3oBaHa, BOCIIMTAaHA, PauyuUTeJIbHASA X03s1HKa, TP 3TOM COBEPIIEHHO HeTpeOoBaTenbHa. Kapi Ob1
YBEPEH, YTO OHA IIPEKPaCHO CMOXKET IIOJIafUTh C ero MaTyInkoi. K ToMy ke, meBuiia 6vlyia xopola co0o.

OO6pmyMar OH 9TO BCe ellle Ha MUPY, HO OKOHYATeJbHYI0 ¢hopMy 3aMbicen o6per, Korma Kapin JIMHOOCCKUHM
CTONIKHYJICS C TeM, 4To TTopTajl B CaBOCTUY HENOCTyHeH. B mepBeiii MOMEHT — [a, GBI JIETKHUH IITOK.
OpHAKO IOTOM OH IIPHIIEST K BEIBOAY, UTO TaK Aazxe JIydIe.

[TosToMy OH IIpekae BCET0 OTOBUI ITIOPTAJIOM OOMOM.

MartyIke mokKa 0 CBOUX HaMepPEHUSIX TOBOPUTH HE CTaJl, PEIINJI, IIYCTh 9TO OyAeT MPUSITHBIM CIOPIIPU30M.
Ho HekoTOpEle Mepsl IPpUHSI. M cBaTaThCs K MpeKpacHoi M3abee repuor oTIpaBuicsa B 60raTo
yKpameHHo# KoMpopTabeTbHOM MOBO3KE C repfaMu, C MaJiol CBUTOU M IMOJapKaMU.

[Tnan 61 pocT. Hew3bamoBaHHasi BHUMAHUEM [I€BUIIA, TPAKTUYECKH 3aTBOPHULA. OHa OyaeT Tak
BIIeYaTJ/IeHAa IMoJapKaMu, 0JIECKOM ero MMeHH, a TaKKe KpPacoTO! U JTUYHBIM 00assHHUEM, YTO TOTUaC
MoGEeXKUT 3a Hero 3aMyX.

Kapn paccuuThIBan 3aKOHYUTH BCE B IBa-TPU OHS, 0OBEHYATHCS Ha MECTE U BEPHYTHCS B CBOE I'ePIIOTCTBO
y2Ke C MOJIOZIOM Cympyroi. BceMm X0opo1io, a T1aBHOE — MaTyIIKa OT HEro oTcTtaHeT. [ymas 06 aToMm,
repuor He 0e3 exX’UICTBa IPeICTaBIsI, KaK BEITTHETCS JIUII0 y cTapuHbl HopOepTa, Koraa TOT y3HaeT, Kak
OH ero o6ckakaJsi. Ho Hu4ero JU4YHOIro, Y4eCTHO, B JIIOOBHM KaK Ha BOIHE, HEIb3s 3€BaTh.

[TpomBuXKeHHe MPOUCXOOUIIO He OBICTPO ¥ He MEJIEHHO, a B CaMOM IIOOXOMsIeM TeMIIe, U B HAaCTOS UK
MOMEHT repuor JINHOOCCKUM C MaJiol CBUTOM HaXOOUJICs T'me-To Ha rpaHuile ¢ CaBoctuetli. OcTaBaioch He
TaK MHOTO IIyTH, 3aHO4YeBaTh Kapy pacCYMTHIBAlI yKe B KHIKECKOM 3aMKe.

Ero cBeTyioCTh IIpeOBKYyIal, Kak oH OyneT cuneTh psigoM ¢ M3abenoil 3a ykuHOM. [lepKaTh ee 3a PYKYy.
Ero my>kckou 1mapmM, ee CTBIOJIUBLIA PYMSIHEII.



A mmotom 6YI[YT TaHIIbI, U MOXKET 6BITB, KaK 3HaTk...

OH Kak Pa3 IPHUKPHIJI I'/Ta3a U YIIJIBIJI B CBOUM MEYTHI, KOIr'Ja €ro KOPTe2K HarHall OTPsAO BCAgHUKOB.
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BpeMsi 0K010 OmMHHAALIATY, KOPOJIb HAIPABUJICS IPSIMO B KaOMHET, 3aBTPaK BeJiesl ToJaBaTh Tyma xke. U
Ioka OBICTPO eJ1, IIOYTH He OLlyIas BKyca, CIIyInan fokian kanurtaHa ['ypo. Hegonro, HavanbHUK
CEeKPETHOU CTyKOBI CIIPABUICS OBICTPO, IT0-BOEHHOMY.

ITom KoHeIl moKiama (TPymHO OBIIIO BEIIABUTE 9TO M3 Ce0s1), KOPOIb ITIOMOPIIIHIICS, HO BCe Ke CKa3all:

— Pa3BepmaiiTe 0 CBOMM KaHallaM M JOMIO0XKUTE MHeE, Tfie B HaCTOSAIIUN MOMEHT HaXOOsITCS repIior
JIunpgocckuy 1 HacnegHUK Caparotckux. MoxkeTe NIpuBjieYb Maros.

— ByneT ucnomHeHo, CUP, — CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY MyK4YWHA U TYT XKe YIaJIUICH.

ITocne Toro kak I'ypo ymen, HopGepT elle KakKoe-TO BpeMsi CUIE, IIPUII0XKUB KyJlak Ko pTy. OH
moragbIBaJiCsi, KAKMM B UTOTe OyAeT pe3y/lbTaT Pa3BedKH, U JaBUJICS JOCAmoM. A 3alepThii B HEM OPaKOH
BOPOYAJICS, HAIOJIHSAS €r0 TPOTUBHO APOXKAIUMU BHYTPHU OTTOJIOCKaMM OOUIEL M SIPOCTH.

Ycunuem Bonmm Hop6epT 3amBunyn Brioryos 9Tu 9yBcTBa. He OymeT Kakoe-TO MPOKJISITOE HACJIEANe IIPEIKOB
OUKTOBATh €My Kak XKUTh. OH MyKYWHa, U OH CUJIbHEE KaKUX-TO UAUOTCKUX UHCTUHKTOB.

HeckonbKO MUHYT VIO Ha TO, YTOOHI faTh ce0e YCIIOKOUTLCH.

[ToToM OH IIpUKas3all fOCTaBUTh BCe HAKOIUBIINECS CUeTa U ellle Yac BCIIYLIMBAJICI B OOKJIan KaHIplepa. K
TOMY MOMEHTY, KOTja IIOAXOOUIIO BpeMs 06efia, KOPOJII0 COOOIIIUIIY, YTO BEICOKHE T'OCTU U3BOJIUIIN BCTATh,
OTKYIIIaTh 3aBTPAK U cOOpaIuch B OOIBINON yTPeHHe! (ee OvI, Y HUX KOT'{la BCTAJI, TOTHa U yTPo!)
TOCTHUHOM 3a HaNUBKOM U CIIAOCTSIMHU.

BupeTts HUKOTO0 He x0Tenock. OQHAKO IOCTEIIPUUMHBIN X035UH He OOJIKEH HaJoJIr'0 OCTaBISATh IOCTEU
omuux. HopGepT MomHSIICS C MecTa U OTIIPABUJICS B YTPEHHIOI FOCTUHYIO. YBEPEHHBIN BUM U Yy Th
KpuBOBaTas ynbIOKa Ha rybax, 4epTa C gBa KOpPOJIb ApraHTapa moka3sas Obl, YTO B OyIIle BCe
IepeBOpayvYMBaeTCs OT OOMIOHBIX CJIOB IIpapaena. Mnu 4To ero cTpaluT coOCTBeHHOe Oyayliee.

ITneBaTh OH Ha Bce xoTtein! ITne-BaTkb.

Kak mor Tenno IIOMMPUBETCTBOBAJI BC€X 3TUX BEHIIEHOCHLBIX CIIJIETHUKOB, PDEIIUBIINX IIYCTUTh KOPHHU Y HETO
moMa. Tak ¥ XOTEeIoCh CIIPDOCHUTE:

— Korpga ke BH Bce YGepeTeCB OTCIO0a K ‘{epTOBOfI MaTepI/I?
Ho KOPOJIb CHUCXOOUTEJIbLHO y.T[bI6aJ'[CH, Imonoep2KuBasi CBETCKYIO 6ece,11y.

He TpynHo GBIJIO OTagaThCs, TOYEMY TaK YIIOPHO Y HETo TopdYaT Bce 3Tu CaparoTckue u BaneH3ucckue, u
repuoruasa Kupacckas, u repuoruta [layns. OH XKe Tellepb CHOBa II€PCIEKTUBHBIN XOJIOCTIK!
[TpunoxkeHre K KOPOHe ApraHTapa, 3aBuaHas goObrda. YepTOBEl CTEPBATHUKY.

Ot aToro obiieHust 3yOsl HEUTH. [IoTOMy UTO 6ecefia X BEeIUYECTB pa3 3a pa30M Bo3Bpalllaiach K
MIPenecTsIM CEMEWHOM XXKU3HU, IPHU 3TOM BCe He3aMyzKHUEe IMTPUHIIECCH CTapaTesIbHO yIb0anuch eMy U
cTpouiu Tna3ku. MHTepecHo, myMaock HopOepTy, Kak OBICTPO IPHITHYT K HEMY B IIOCTEITh 3TH HEBUHHEBIE
CO3[aHUs, CTOUT UM TOJIPKO HAMEKHYThH?

OmHako KOpoJib OBIJTI HACTOPOXKE, He mad Bor, ciy4daliHOe CII0BO, B3TJISM, OTJISHYTHCS HE yCIIeelllb, Kak
Te6st mpunpyT OpavyHbIMU 00s13aTeNbCTBaMU. EQUHCTBEHHAsI, C KEM OH MOT IEePEeTroBapUBaThHCS
OTHOCHUTEJIPHO 0e30macHo, MATUKpPaTHas BooBa repuoruss I[layns. Ho u To, cymst 1o ToMy, Kak XHUIITHO
CBETHUJINCH I'Jla3a IIPeKpacHOM BAOBH, OHA MOTJIa OKa3aThCs TYT €llle OlaCHEee OCTAaJILHBIX.

t'IYBCTBOBaTb cebs KYCKOM MscCa OBIJIO OTBPATUTEJIBHO. U TomHo OBIIO Ha ayuaie OT 9TUX MEBICJIEH, & IaMSATh,
KaK Ha3JI0, HOHGpaCBIBaJ’Ia OOHO U TOXKeE.

...5I paspvisaio sce dobpauHvie 002080pHbIE 06A3aMmenbCcmed...

ITneBath! XoTeNnock PABKHYTHL eMy. [IyCcTh KaTuTCA K 4epTy. He moliieT OH Ha IIOBOLY Y CBOEM IIPOKJIATOMU
BHYTPEHHE! CYIIIHOCTH.

A compoTuBNIATHCS OBITO BCe TPyAHee. Kak OyATO MPUXOOUIIOCH ITPEOHO0JIEBATE MYCTHIHIO, TI0 TPYIb
3acTpeBast B mecke. Y Bce ke 0H 1Ie K cBoeit cBobope. Illen... OgHako U mojydaca He npoiuio, a Hopbeprt
OBbLIT HA TIpeesie, U3HBIBAS OT CUPOIHBIX B3TJISIA0B HE3aMYKHUX MTPUHIIECC U TUIKON ayTUHHI peYel uX
KOPOHOBaHHBIX poauueii. Ho ke oH man cebe KISTBY, YTO CMOXKET 3mMO NepebdopoTh, UTO MOHUOET OO KOHIIA.

[Tpubnuzxkancs ob6en, KOPoIb yKe MUHYTH cuuTan. Cepxuo BamH3WCCKUE YTO-TO TOBOPUJI, €T'0 BEIMYECTBO
cumes, yoepXKuBas Ha JIuIle Iomo0ue BeKJIMBOM yILIOKY M 3aKphIBas JIaJOHBIO TUI0, ¥ BOPYT YBUOEJ, KakK
B [IBEPSIX TOCTUHOW BO3HUK KamuTaH ['ypo.



Kopons oTpearupoBan cpa3ly. HauanbHUK CEKPETHOH CITy2KObI HUKOTa Ha TTO3BOIUII OBl cebe MOSIBUTHCS
Tak sIBHO, He OyOb meno 6e30TiIaraTeIbHbBIM.

— OpHy MUHYTY, — CKa3aJ OH, IpepkiBast Cepxuo.

BcTan u mopmomren K KanuTaHy ['ypo, 3amMepiieMy B OBEPSX.
— l'oBOpHU, — TUXO, OOHUMU TyOaMu.

ToT KUBHYJI U TakK XKe TUXO BHIIAI:

— Cup, ob6e HHTepecyIoIre Bac 0COOH HAXOOSITCS Celdac Ha JIECHOM TPAKTe U IBUXKYTCS 110
HampaBlIeHuIo K rpanuilaM CaBOCTHH.

Yro...?!? HopbepT yCTaBUIICS Ha HETO.

Be3MonBHBIN PHIK PACKATHUIICS B OyIe. MyK4YrHa MIHOBEHHO 3a0bII K 4epTsIM 000 BCceX CBOUX o6eTax u
KnsaTBax. OCTaloCh TOJIBKO OOHO — I1eb. OJHAKO KOPOJIb BCe ellle Bilafesl COOOH.

OH 006epHYJICSA K TOCTSIM U C IIePEKOCUBLIEN POT YCMEIIIKOM ITPOTOBOPUII:

— HpOLHy U3BUHUTH, S BEIHY2KIEH BaC OCTAaBUTL. HeotnoxHebie gena.

kokok

[Tpukas cemnaTh KOHEH OH OTHOAJ Ha XOMy.

HopGepT cMonongy MPUBHIK BOEBAThH, 0OIAYUTLCS B JIETKHE ITOXOOHBIE JIAThI, B3JIETETH B CEMJI0 U
BBEIOIBUHYTLECS I'aJIOIIOM BO I'JlaB€ OTpSAOa €ro JINYHOM OXpPaHBI — 068,11 TOJIKOM HAQ4YaTbCs He YyCIIeJl. A
Jajnbllle — rHaThb!

Mapuo CaparoTckoro, HacJIeHOT0 MPUHIIA, OH HACTUT MepBhIM. TOT Kak pa3 coOMpascs cpesaTh II0 JIecy
mopory K rpanuile ¢ CaBocTued. BHIBOJIOK 3acpaHIla U3 celJia, moka moau HopGepTa mpumepKuBaiu
0c060 PETUBLIX U3 OXPAHEL, COIMPOBOKIABINEH HACIEOHUYKA.

— Kyma aTo BB, IpuHL Mapuo, co6painuch? — CIPOCUII, HACTyIasi Ha Hero.
ToT mousn. Ho ¢ uero-to pemmn BOPYT IPUOCAHUTLCS U BCTATh B MIO3Y:
— Jlenu U3abesia oTKa3aja BaM, a 9TO 3HAYMUT...

— 3TO 3HAYHUT, YTO THI, MAJIBIII, XO04elllb OT Juila Caparota 00bSIBUTHL MHE BOMHY? — IIPOIIUIIE]I eMY B
nuo HopGepT.

Manvsyunika Takoro o6opora He oxupain. Cpasy nobnenHesn U CKUC, UCIIYTaHHO XJIonas rra3aMu. A
Hop6epT riyXxo pLIKHYI:

— YT1006BI gyXy TBOETO 30eCh He OblI0! YBUKY MOOIM30CTH, IIKYPY COYIIY.

ITopeticTBOBano. CycTss mapy MEUHYT Mapro CaparoTCKui C yCKOpeHHEM OBUTAJICS Y&Ke B 00paTHOM
HanpasneHuu. Ho paccnabnsaTbesa Ob10 panHo, HopbepT 3Ha, 4TO IrIe-To 3[eCh, Ha 3TOM TPaKTe, [OJIKEeH
HaXOOUThCA erre u repuor JImamocckuii. Ctapura Kapn. U oH melicTBUTEIbHO 00OHAPYZKUII €T0, CTOMIIO
mpoexaTh Jajblile BOOIb IPaHuIlbl CaBOCTUMCKOTO KHSIXKECTBA.

Mo3aru BCKUIIENH, KOTTIa OH YBUAEN Y PA3BUJIKM I'e€PIIOTCKUN KOPTEXK CO CBUTOM, repbamMu U MTaHZapTaMH.
TonbKO UOUOT OBl HE Jorafajics, 4YTo JIMHAOCCKUI exas cBaTaThbesi. OH BPyOUIICS CBOMM OTPSAAOM B HUX
KakK B MacJio, mpuTep K 0004YMHE KOPTEXK. A TOTOM PBaHYJ Ha ce6s ABEpPh MOBO3KU U ycTaBuiicsa Kapmy B
rrna3a. ToT HanpsArcs, Ho He OporHyI. HecKoIbKO CEKYHI OHU CMOTPENH OPYT OPYTY B riia3a.

Pyku 4yecanuch BHITPSIXHYTH €r0 OTTya K YePTOBOM MaTepy, HO cTapuHa JIMHOOCCKUM, KakuM Obl haToM
OH HHU Ka3aJiCcs, ToXKe OBIJT OmbITHEIM GoiiroM. M HopOepT nousin, uto Kapna, Kak 1meHka Mapuo, He
3amnyrars.

Tewm nyurie! Be33ByuHO B3peBen B ero gymie apakoH. Exget Tyma xke?! K EI'O HeBecTe cBaTaThcsa?! 3HAUUT,
OH pa3MaxeT ero tam! [Ipsamo y Hee Ha rina3sax!

Hop6GepT 3axyonHyn ABepb. Bckounn Ha KOHS ¥ BMeCTe CO CBOUM OTPSIIOM IIOCKaKall BO BECh OIIOp B
CcTOpoHY CaBOCTUICKOTO KHSI2KECTBA.
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B nepsrit MoMeHT, Korpga Kapi y3pen B mBepHoM npoeMe HopbepTa ApraHTapcKoro, KOHEYHO, ClierKa
pacrtepsicsa u maxe onemmni. He oxupan yBumeTs ero 3meck. He gyman, 9to ToT Boob1ie cyHercs... [a
elle C TaKOM MePEeKOIIeHHON OT 31I0CTH QU3nOHOMUeH!

A moTtom mopgymar, 4yepTa C gBa!
Kazkaniii B CBOeM IIpaBe.
Hesecrta emy oTkasamna?! IlycTts Teneps crapuaa HopOepT CTaHOBUTCS B OYepEb.

U Heyero Tak Ha HeTo cMOTpeTh! Kapn cam Hemsioxo Maxaa MedoM U ObT HepoOKoTo AecsiTka. U yx oH
TOYHO He HaMepeH OvlJT oTCcTynaTh. OgHaKO BCe HEMHOTO 3aTSHYJIOCh, OHU 3aCTHIJIM, CBEPJIs APYyT Opyra
B3rIsimamMu. U 9To yKe cTanmo abCcypaHo, TOTOMY YTO Tak fejla He fOejatoTcsi. Ero CBeTIOCTh TOJIBKO
cobuparcs cKkasaTbh, YTO BOOOIIe-TO...

Kak HopGepT ApraHTapCKuil C CUIOM 3aXJIONHYI OBePh. Tak, YTO ITOBO3KY OCHOBATEILHO TPSIXHYIO U €r0
CBETJIOCTh ClIerKa 3aBaJIMICS Ha IToJI. X0TeJl BEICYHYTHCS U 3a0paTh BCile[ HeBeXe:

— Ou! Kakoro gepTta?!

Ho noka oH BeIKapaOGKKBaCs, II0Ka C TPEThEr'0 pa3a OTKPHIBal 3aK/IMHUBIIYIO OBePIly, cTapuHa HopbepT
yCIIeJI yM4aThCsI CO CBOMM OTPSINOM I10 mopore B CaBOCTHIO, TONLKO BT CTOsJIA cTosiboM! Pyrasice Ha
geM cBeT, KapJi BeIJIe3 U3 IOBO3KHU U SIPOCTHO ITHYJI KOJIECO.

O6o1ren ero Aprantapckuit! [la elle u CTOJIKHYJI eT0 Ha 0004YUHY.

Korpa BriTankuBanu o6paTHO, Kak HasJio, Kojleco (To caMoe) oTBanuiock. [Toka BHTAIIUIN II0BO3KY Ha
OOPOTY, IOKa MEHSJIU KOJieco... B 06meM, korma JIMHOOCCKUEH HAaKOHEI CMOT PBAHYTh BOOTOHKY, BpEMS
yunio. ¥ caMoe HEIPUSATHOE, YTO €T0 COMEPHUK eXaJl BEPXOM HajJeTKe U MOT JBUTAThCSI 3HAYUTEJIbHO
OrICTpEE.

BoTt Teneps ero cBetnocTs Toponuiacsa! YepToBKU TOPOIUIICS!
Ho ApraHTapCKOro yxe u Cjef IIPOCTHLI.
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C To¥ caMo¥l MUHYTHI, KaK cpaboTamyu CUTHAJIKM, B 3aMKe KakK Oy[TO T'yOeju HEBUONMEIE TYeJIbl. A
W3abenna HepBHUYana. [IoToMy 94TO BpeMs LIJIO, HANIPSAXKEHHOe 0KMUIaHMe BEITATUBAJIO XKUJIHL.

A etnie oHa 3nunack! CaMbIM YyIOBUIIHEIM 00pa3oM.

[ToromMy 4TO morapbIBajiachk, KTO 3T0 MOXKeT OvITh. M 9TO He cynuiio Huyero xopourero. Ho yxke OuThiii 9ac
OHM TOPYaJIX Ha CTEHE U IISJIUIKNCH Ha AOPOTry. a Mo-TIpexXHeMy HU4ero He Mpoucxoauso. CTaphii
VIIPABJISIOMINY BHIIIIATUBAJ PANOM, IPEUCIIOTHEHHBIM OTBaru. Tpu 11ara BIpaBo, TPH IIara BieBo. biaHT
CTOSJI PSOOM C HETIOHSITHBEIM BRIpaxkeHUeM U TepeOusI MaHKeThl. Bce cefiuac momazaso B II0Jie 3PEHUS U
HEBOJIBHO pa3apazkano M3abenny. Emre u negu Kaprus Bena ce6s Tak BCTPEBOXKEHHO U CYETIHBO, U BCe
BpeMsI Ky[a-TO KOCUJIaCh U BCIJIECKUBaJla pyKaMu, 4To M3abesia mpocTo He BEIAepIKaa.

— Jlepu Kaprus, yCIIOKOWTECh, — IIOBEPHYJIaCh OHa K Hell. — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YTO TaKOT0 CIIy4YHuJIOoCh? BEI
Bedb CaMU TaK XOTeJIU IOCTEeN.

— 3... — Ta CHOBa MMOKOCHUJIACh B CTOPOHY U CTPaHHO MOMOPILIMJIIACh, HO BCe XKe mpobopmoTana: — [a,
xoTena. Komeuno. Ho...

U TyT XKe CTIIOTHYNA ¥ CXBAaTHUJIACh 3a TOPJIo, Kak OynTo c6onTHyna nuimHee. M3abesnna u caMa MOHUMATa,
YTO MMOXKUJIIasg JaMa XKpaajia He amux 2ocmet. A MoXeT, Kak pa3 Taku..."?

IOa HeT, He MOXKeT OLITh. MIu MoXKeT???

W3abena OpHUIlypuiack, OCMBICITHBAS MOTAAKy, U yKe 00epHynach K jiequ Kapruu, YTOOl CIIPOCUTh, U TYT
OIVH U3 ee TBapAeHIleB BEIKPUKHYII:

— EpyT!
ITpoknsaTue!

— I'me? — W3abemnna MrHOBEHHO BCs momoOpasiach U IMofajiach BIIEPE, BIASOBIBAsICh B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyda
OH MOKa3asl.



Ha popore Bpaneke nefCTBUTENBHO IIOSBUIOCH 00JIAKO IIBUIN, U II0 MEPE TOr'0 KaK OHO OBICTPO
npubimzkanock, M3abenna TOIBKO YKPEIIAaachk B CBOUX ono3peHusx. CKOpO OHa yXKe CMOTJia U JINIO
pasrnsageTh. HopbepT ApranTapckuii COOCTBEHHOM mepcoHo. OHa MI'HOBEHHO y3Haja ero
HempomunbaeMyio KaMeHHYI0 GU3NOHOMMUIO.

H3zabemnna IIYMHO BBIOOXHYJIA. Yero oHa HUKaK He OXKHAala, TaK 3TO 4YTO Aypallkoe cepanue Ha4dHeT
BBIIEJIBIBATh KYJ'IB6I/ITI>I. A TIOTOM 3aKOJIOTUTCSH B ropie, TpenbiXasAiCh OT BOJIHEHUA.

PsimoM THXOHBKO 3aaxaja jenu Kaprus, HaBepHOoe, UMEHHO 3TO U OTPE3BHUIIO.
— CrokonHo, — mmporosopusa M3abenna. — MBI CMOXX€eM OJOCTOMHO IIPUHSTH /00blX TOCTEH.
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Kopose Heccs o fopore Bliepefu CBOEro oTpsAfa. PasmpakeHue MOACTETUBAJIO €0, a B FOJI0BE TECHUJINCH
pa3Hbie MeIciiu. YepToB daT JInHmocckuit! Pemni mpuexaTs IIpU ITOJTHOM ITapaje, IblIb B I'Jla3a IMIYCTUTD?

IToBo3Ka c repbaMu, IITaHOapTH, CBUTa — BCe 3TO HopOepT ycnen BEIXBAaTUTh OOHUM B3TJISLOM, U cerdac
Oecurncs. [TIoToMy 4TO JKEHIIIMHA MOTJIa IOBECTUCH Ha BHeIlTHee. Ha NpUBEPKEHHOCTh TPAOUIUAM U
npuHIunam. Ha nycrory!

OT 3TOTO Y HETO TopeJia OyIa, a 3alePTH BHYTPY APAKOH BCTABaJl Ha OHIOH.

IMopapxu?! Ia, oH omATh ¢ mycThIiMu pyKaMu! Onste! Ho oH...

Yeprt ObI ero mo6pas, eciiu BCce, YTO MPUHALJIEXKUT €My, M TakK Oy[eT mpuHaAjIekaTh ei, 4TO ellle JapuTh?
[ToHAB, YTO €r0 MEIC/IY ONATH KAaKUM-TO 00pa3oM 3abpesnu B TYIUK, MyKYWHA TPSAXHYJ [OJIOBOM U
YCKOPHUJICS.

Bce motom! Ceityac BazKHO OBIJIO HOOPATLCS MTEPBHIM.

Onu yKe BhEXa/IM Ha MOOBE3THYIO HOPOTrY K 3aMKy. CTpaHHOe uyBCTBO. Kak OyATO cepale CKaloch U
E€KHYJIO, @ TOTOM 3abunock OricTpee. XoTsa Kyma ObICTpee, OH M TaK [OBINIANT KaK Ky3HEYHBIE MEXU U MYaJICs
BO BeCh OT0p. M COBCEM YK HETOHSTHBIM OBIJIO CMSITEHHE, PA3/IMBABIIEECS B TPYAU XOJIOIKOM.

HopGepT HEBONIbHO BCIIOMHUJI, KaK OecdaTh JleT Ha3a[ OH TakK Ke CKaKaJl B 9TOT 3aMOK II0 3TOM caMol
mopore. Y TouHO Tak ke ObUI B cMaTeHUH. OH GBI paccepsKeH, 301 Ha CyOb0y, CHIIPaBIIyI0 C HUM TaKyio
OTBPATUTEJIbHYIO IIYTKY.

Bce cTano Tonsko XyXe, HO OH, BO BCSAKOM CJIy4dae 3HaJll, YTO €ro XOeT.

3aMOK, Ka3aBIIMKCS U3OaJIM MaJIEHbKUM IIPSTHUKOM, TIOCTEIIEHHO YBEJIMYUBAJICS B pa3mepax. OH
rmogbe3xkai OnuzxKe, y2Ke OBl XOPOIIIO BUAHEI €T0 OalllHY M YepenudyHble Kpoimu. I ManeHbKue GUTYPKHU
Ha cTeHe. EMy mmokasanoch, 4To cpenu ¢uryp oH y3Han Msabemry. Cepale 3aK0JIOTUIOCH KakK OelleHoe, a
OpakoH OyKBaJIbHO B3peBell BHYTPH, 3ax/1e0bBasCch HeTeplleHueM. 3acTaBisis ero ellle 6oJblle
YCKOPUTHCS.

I[lopora JieTesa mox HOTH KOHS, OCTAJIOCh HEMHOTO, TEIIEPh OH MOT YEeTKO pa3uuuTh M3abemnmny. [leBylka
CTOsIJIa Ha CTeHe HaJ HafBPaTHOM OallHel ¥ CMOTpesia Ha Hero. B KakKol-TO MOMEHT MyXKYHHE
IMOKa3alloCh, YTO BpeMs 3aMepJio. Barmsap...

U TyT OH yBuOeJ, Kak llepel HUM 3aKpPBIBAlOTCs KOBaHbBIE 3aMKOBEIE BOPOTA.
A oHa OBepHYJIACh COIWHOU U yIIa.

310 OBUT B3PHIB. UKW BCIIJIECK 3MOITUH.

Tak 3HauuT?! X0TEIOChH PSIBKHYTH €MY.

Xopoto! Hop6GepT cremusics, oTaana OTPSAAY IPUKa3 PaclooKUTHCS KOIbIIOM. A caM BCTaJl CIIMHOM K
BOpOTaM U BOTKHYJI B 3€MJII0 IPEBKO KOIIbs, IIEPEKpPEIBasa gopory. Bce. Hukakux JIuamocckux!

BoTt Tak, munas!
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I'yoet negu Kapurum mesenunuch, a 3abesia cMoTpesia Ha Hee U IOYTH He CIIBbIIajia, YTO Ta TOBOPHUT.
Kak ckBO3b TOMIIY BOAHL. [IPOKAIIyO TOJIIY BOALI, B30yIOPaKEHHYI0 OOHUM TOJIBKO BUAOM MYXKYHMHEL.. K
4epTy.

OmoMHMIIaCh HAKOHEI], U MTOHSJIa: IOYTeHHAas faMa y2Ke B TPeTUH pa3 YTO-TO €¥ TOBOPUT IIPO TOTO, O KOM
OHAa He XO4eT CHbImaTh. Y BUI y Iefu CTPaHHLIN, HECKOJILKO 03a004YeHHEIH.

U Kak TyT He 37UTHCSA U ObITh 03aboueHHBIM?! Kak?!
Tak. Bce. Cka3sasna oHa cebe, a BCIIyX CIIPOCHJIa:
— OH uTO coenan?

Barnspg y megu OpoCcKOYUII TeIeph yKe 00eCIIOKOEHHEIHN ee (B cMbICiie Mi3abesibl) COCTOSTHHEM 37I0POBBSI.
Kakoro yepra, XOTeJIOCH el CIIPOCUTHh, OfHaKo M3abemnma cobpanach U 3acTaBuiia ce6st BCIyIIaThCS.

— KxMMM, Muienu, — OCTOPOXKHO Havasla MOXKJIas faMa, MCKOoCa Ha Hee B3rJsabiBasi. — ETro BeIn4YecTBo
KOPOIb ApraHTapCKuUi BCTAJ jlarepeM mepef 3aMKOM.

HempusTHas Mbeicib. OT Hee TpeBoTa XOIOMHEIM XeJle yiajia Ky/a-To B XKeIyIoK.
TpynHO pa3o6paThCs cefyac B CBOUX UyBCTBAX.

Ila, oHa oTKa3aja eMy y antaps. [loToMmy 6rlyia oOMXKeHa ¥ HEBEPOSITHO 3JIa Ha 3TOTO IPydO0T0 KO3...
Kopoud. [la, oHa XKaana BCe 3TO BpeMsi, YTO OH IPHUIAET U U3BUHUTCS. M [a, OHA JKOajla ero TOIbKO 3a TEM,
4yTOOBI CKa3aTh, YTO OH CO CBOMMH M3BHHEHUSIMH MOXKET KaTHUTLCsS 00paTHO B ApraHTrap.

Ho, yept nobepu! Korpa M3abesna 6pocuia eMy B JIUIIO, IIYCTh €C/IK X04eT, 00bsaBisseT CaBOCTUU BOUHY,
OHa He Bepuia, 4To HopOGepT MOKeT BCEPHE3 N0 TAKOTO ONMYCTUTHLCHA. [IoTOMY 4TO HE cUUTalia ero
MEJIOYHBIM, UJTU OECUECTHBIM.

I'oppKoOe pa3odyapoBaHUe SIIOM PacTEKIOCh B KDOBH.
— OH B351J1 3aMOK B 0cafy? — IlepecIIpocusia OHa, IIpsdya CBOM YyBCTBA M Pa30M CTAHOBSCH CEPbE3HOU.
— He coBcem Tak, munenu, — 3aMsjiach cTapas qaMma, Tepe0ds maiblbl.

A Hzabenna MoYyBCTBOBAJa, YTO pa30dyapoOBaHUE CMEHSIeTCS 3JI0CThI0. Y1 BHe3amHOM! KaXIou
OesTeJIbHOCTH.

— Jlepu Kaprus, s He moHuMaio! Ecnu koponbs Aprantapa o0bsaBuil CaBOCTHU BOMHY, IOYEMY 00 3TOM
coobmaete MHe BH? ['me I'puen, roe, uept nobepu, Mactep Brnaut? Wnu oHu pemmny nobepeds MO0
cnalbyo IICUXuKy?! — roBOpuiia OHa, PacIanssich Bce OOJIbIIE.

— Hert-HeT, 4TO BBI, MUJIEH, BBl HE TaK MOHSJIM, — JaMa B3MaxHyJla pyKaMu, YCIIOKauBas ee. — BolHy
HaM HHUKTO He 00bsaBisaa. Het. Ho ma, MOXHO cKa3aTh, 4TO 3... 3aMOK B ocape. Jla.

— 4 He noHUMar, — HaxMypumnach M3abenna.

A Ta HEOXUIAHHO yNLIOHYIACH.

— Bawm myuiie caMoit TOCMOTpPeTh, IoIyOyIIKa.

OT 3THX CJIOB CpPa3y KOJIBHYJIO B AyIlle 6eCIIoKo#CTBOM. ITocMOTpeTh?

Bupets e20, cTanKuBaThCs C HUM B3IJIAOM He XO0TeJloCh KaTeropudecku. Het. Hert, HeT u... 4to 3T0,
Tpycocth?! Het, ckasana ona cebe. DTo IpPOCTO...

Bcero nuie HEMPUSATHBIE YyBCTBA, 3TOPOBO POHSBIINE €€ CaMOOIIeHKYy. 1 Bo BceM 3TOM ObIJI BUHOBAT TOT,
KOT0 OHA He XOTeJla Ha3kBaTh 110 uMeHu. OpHako negu Kaprus cMoTpera Ha Hee BO BCe I'7la3a, Hamo OBIIO
cOenaTh Ham co00M ycusme.

— Yro Xk, moigeMTe, — mporoBopuia M3abernna.

kokok

[TpuImoch ¢ KAMEHHBIM JTUI[OM BBIOMPATHCSA HAa CTEHY M CMOTPETh. YKe CTEeMHEJIO, Topenu haKehl.
YcunenHas OXpaHa 3aMKa Onlyia Ha IIO3UNNUAX, FpI/IeH u BraHT TOXKe HaXOOUJIMCh Ha MeCTe. Ha nossBneHue
H3abestel Bce 0TpearnpoBajiv MPUMEPHO OOAMHAKOBO. B KoHIle KOHIIOB! El y2ke ObII10 6€3pa3IiudHo, YTO
He Hee CTPaHHO KOCHUJIUCh.



KHH}KHy CaBOCTHﬁCKYIO BOJIHOBAJIA HAIIPSAXKEHHasd CUTyallus, B KOTOpOfI OHH OKa3aJIuCh.
— HpOH.Iy BacC, MUJiegu Hzabemnna, — IIOCTOPOHMUIJICA FpeH, KaK TOJIBKO OHa BEHIIIJIa Ha CTEHY.

He xoTemnock, HO meBaTbCSA HeKyna. Ona nopoi1mia K IIapaneTy ¥ HaKOHEeI-TO PUCKHYJIa OCTOPO2KHO
IIOCMOTPETh BHHUI.

DTOo meuCcTBUTENbHO Oblla 6ojiee ueM CTpaHHa4d OoCana.

Bo-miepBEIX, OTPSIA, C KOTOPHIM OBIBIINUM KEHUX 3asIBUJICS IIOM CTEHHBI €€ 3aMKa, COCTOSIJI M3 TPUAIIATH
BOMHOB B JIeTKUX fHocruexax. OHu Obl IpK OOJIBIIIOM JKeJlaHWM He CMOTJIU OKPYKUThH 3aMOK. HaBepHoe,
TIOTOMY ¥ BCTaJIU MTOIyMecCsIleM IIepel] BOpOTaMu, IepeKpHIBasi MOObe3THYIO TOPOTY.

A BO-BTOPEBIX, OHU BCE€ PACIIOJIOZKHUITIUCH K 3aMKy CIIUHOM.

B 3TOM cTaHe mpouCcXoOuiio KaKoe-TO ABUXKEHNE, MYKYUHBI PA303KIJIM KOCTPHL M TaCKalau OTKYyda-To
oxanku ceHa. Y KaxXeTcsl, yCTaHaABIWBaJIM YTO-TO BPOMe IMOXOOHEIX IIaTPOB. A BeTep JOHEC OBIM OT KOCTPa,
Ha KOTOPOM... JKapHujIoCh MsCO?

Korpa Tonmpko ycuenu?!

H3abesnna oTEICKala B3TJISIOOM BRICOKYIO GUTYPY M 3aCThila. PSIIOM C HUM B 3€MJTI0 GBITTIO BOTKHYTO KOIIBE,
Ha KOTOPOM KPAaCOBAJICS eTo IITaHOapT. A ero BenuuecTBo HopGepT ApraHTapCcKuil OTHaBajl KaKue-To
pacHopsizKEHUsI, ¥ TI0 BCEMY BUIHO OBIIIO, UTO ye3KaTh BOCBOSICH SIBHO He coOMpa’ics.

910 EE momM. OH omsiTh HATI0 BTOPTajicsd B TPAHUIIE O3BOJIEHHOT0, COBCEM Kak y cebs1 B ApraHTape.
BToprarsncsi He3BaHHBIM, BEIHYKOasA €€... 3alIUIlaThCa?!

['nsi0s Ha Hero ceiyac oHa 4yBCTBOBaJjia BO3MYyIleHHe U mocany. Ho BMecTe ¢ TeM OBLIO ¥ CTpaHHOE
BOJIHEHHeE, U YKOP coBecTu. Kak GyATO OHA [OIKHA eMy.

— Murnenu, a 4TO eClIu MOUMET OOXKAL? — KaK Oy[TO B YHHCOH €€ MBIC/ISAM IIE0TOM CIIPOCHIIA JIeAun
Kaprus.

Bonpoc 3actur M3abemty Bpacnnox. A My>K4YuHa, CIIMHY KOTOPOI'0 OHA ceffyac IPUCTaIbHO Pas3IiisabiBaa,
CTaJs M0BOpPaYMBaThCS, CJIOBHO ITOYyBCcTBOBal. M 6pocun B3risig Ha cTeHy. He Hee. M3abernna HeMeOIeHHO
OTBEPHYJIACh U IOKPACHEJIA OT HEYIOBOJIECTBHUS.

— Ero Benm4ecTBO 3HAET, YTO AENla€T, — IIPOrOBOpPHJIa OHA. — Paz Y2K OH CyMeJl PACIIOJIOKUTECS Ha
HOYJIEeT C JOCTAaTOYHBIM KOMd)OpTOM, OyMaeTCd, 0OXKOb eMy He IIoMeXa.

KusHysa BceM u yIa.
[ToroMy 4TO TOpYaTh Ha CTeHe U ISINIUTLCSA Ha Hero gaibline OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO He3adeM.
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Hop6GepT 6Bl 3aKaIeHHBIM BOMHOM, B ITOXOMaX IIPOIIJia BCSI €r0 I0HOCTh. Y IyCTh B ITOCJIEQHUE TOIbI
KOpOJb ApraHTapa IIPUBHLIK CIIaTh B CBOEH ITOCTENH, KOMPOPT celdac MHTepecoBaj eTro MeHbIIIe BCETO.

U ma, oH ObIT 3071. Y OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHA Ha HETO CMOTpeJIa.
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BoOT KTO B 3Ty HOYh PACHOJIOKHUIICS Ha HOYJIET ¢ O0oIbmmM KOMGpOPTOM, YeM KOPOoIb ApraHTapa, HO C Kyza
MEHBIINM, YeM pPaCCYMUTHIBaJ, Tak 3T0 Kapmn JImHOoCCKuu.

Ilemo B TOM, 9YTO OT YCUJIEHHOM CKAYKU Ha KPYTOM IIOBOPOTE He BhIlepXKasla U TPeCHYyJIa IepegHsst OCh eTo
moBo3KH. [IpssMo Kak OynTo ctapuHa HopbepT ero cria3uin! HeoXugaHHO, HEIPUSATHO, HO TaK OLIBAET,
€CJIM IOJITO TPAHCIIOPTOM He HOJIb30BaThCs, 00BSICHU Ky4ep Pa3bsIPEHHOMY I'eplory.

[TpunnIoCch OCTaHABIUBATHCS Ha PeMOHT. brmauncst Beuep. U xopo1io eliie, 9YTO 3TO MPOUIOIIIO0 HEZIAJIEKO
OT KaKOT0-TO XyTOpa, HaXOOUBIIIETOCs y caMoii rpaHulibl Aprantapa u CaBoctuu. Ky3Hena Ha XyTope He
0Ka3aJIoCh, OTIIPABUIIM JIIOOEH Ha COCEIHUH, a 3TO MO JIeCy, fia MEeIIKOM.

YTo yK Tam ObIJI0, HaBaXKOeHUe, MPOUCKHU APTraHTapPCKOT0, UIH MEePCT 3JI0M CYABOHL. ..

B o6111eM, CBUTY repiiora Koe-Kak pa3MeCcTHU/IH B loMaX, Ha CEHOBAJIe U B IPYTUX XO3IHUCTBEHHBIX
IIOCTPOMKaxX. A eTro CBET/IOCTh, 37I0M KaK YepPT, CYHYJICS OBIJIO B CAMBIN YHUCTHIA U3 TPEX UMEBIIUXCS
KPEeCTbSTHCKUX MOMOB, HO OCTaBaThCS TaM IPOCTO He cMor. Henpremnemas: o6cTaHOBKA.

K ToMy ke, ero Tep3anu CMyTHBIE MBICIIHM, @ He IIOITPo6oBaTh U f0O6paThCsa BePXOM, KaK cTapuHa



Hop6epT? Ho TOT exasn Hanerke, a eMy Kak ObITh? ITogapku Ha KOHS He Harpysulllb. OCTaBUTb TYT — TakK
HeMe[JIEHHO e Pa3BoOpPYyIoT Bce. CTOMIIO TPE3BO MOPA3MEBICTIUTD, ¥ CMYTHEIE MBIC/IH ITPOIIIIH.

[eliCTBUTENBHO, 3a¥eM MYATHCS KyOa-TO II0 TeMHOTe? JIydIre Cc yTpa, Ha CBEXKYIO TOJIOBY, PEIIHI eT0
CBETJIOCTh M YCTPOUJICS Ha HOYB IIPSIMO B IIOBO3KE.
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B toT Beuep Uzabenna Ha yKuHe Obllla HECKOJIBKO paccesiHa U IIOrpyXkKeHa B cBOU MEICIK. Ha Bompocs!
OoTBeYajia HeBIIONA/, U Aa’kKe CIIaTh YIJia PpaHbllle OOBYHOTr0. A TTogobue yIBIOKY Ha ee JIUIle 03HAYaJjio [aJis
OOMOYaZIleB, XOPOIIIO 3HABIIINX XapakKTep KHIXKHEI, TOJIBKO OMHO — [OEBYIIKA CEepOUIach.

U On110 oTUETO.

BrpoueM, BoBce He 00 3TOM rOBOPHIIOCH HAa TAWHOM BOEHHOM COBETE, COCTOSIBIIIEMCS TOH XKe HOYbI0. XOTsI,
KOHEYHO, UMeHHO 00 9TOM, HO...

BBupy TOro, 4TO Ha KPEIIOCTHOM CTEeHe 3aMKa OBbII BLICTABJIEH YCHUJIEHHBIN KapayJl, (a Kak ke He
BBICTABUTH, €CJTH MPSIMO y TTOJHOXKHUST 3aMKa PACIIONI0KUJICS JlarepeM ero BenuuectBo HopbepT
ApraHTapckuii?), TaliHas NOJTHOYHAS BCTpeUa B MJIalllaX IPOU30Iljia B TEIENOPTAllMOHHOM 3ajle
KHSXKeCKoro 3aMka CaBocTuu.

Ha aToT pa3 coBelaBmuxcs 661710 Tpoe. [ToaXomuiIu OHU 10 OMHOMY CO BCEMH IIPEI0CTOPOXKHOCTSIMH.
[TepBBIM Ha MECTO SIBUJICSI MacTep bnanT. Mar HakKWHYJT 3BYKOHETIPOHUIIAEMBIH OJIOT, a Ha BXOME B XOJIJI,
MIpenIecTBOBABIINY TEIeNoPTAalliOHHOMY 3ajly, BEICTAaBUII CUTHAJIKY. M KOaJjl, IpoxXa>KuBasich B3ad U
BIIEpe[ OKOJIO CTAIlMOHAPHOM IIOPTAJILHOM apKH.

CrycTsi KaKoe-TO BpeMsi OH OIIYyTHII, KaK IayTHHKA CUTCHAJIBHOTO 3aK/IMHAHUS OepHyIach. A BCKope
VJIOBUII U IIIeNiecT 1060K, ¥ apomart nyxoB. [ToxkarnoBana nenu Kaprus.

— IToOpkIit Bedyep, nefu, — CKJIOHUJICS OH B KYPTYa3HOM ITOKJIOHE.
— IlpekpacHEIl Bedep, OPYT MOM, HO TccC!

H_II/IKHYJ'Ia Ha HEeTro JaMa U OTKHHYJIa KalllOIIIOH. A moToMm ornsgenacsh o CTOPOHAaM, Ha BCSIKUU cnyqaﬁ,
TO2K€ BBICTAaBUJIa OXPaHHO€ 3aKJIMHaHHEe IIPOTUB ITOOCIIYIIHMBaHUA. W TONBKO IOTOM CIIpOCHIIa:

— YTO0 BBEI AyMaeTe 10 3TOMY IOBOLY?
— ... KXMMMM, — HaydaJi OBIJI0 TPOKAIIUBasich braHT.
Ho mama He mana eMy OOTOBOPUTE.

— OddeKT mpeB30IIien Bce oxXunanusa! Bul He HaxoauTe? — ra3a Jiegu TPOCTO CUSIIU U3BEYHBIM
KEHCKHM KOBAapPCTBOM.

Mar IIOIIPAaBUJI MaH2KEThI U, OTJISHYBIIXCH Ha BEIBEIEHHBIU UM XK€ CaMUM U3 CTpOs 1mopTalji, Co BCeH
CEPBLE3HOCTHIO OCBENOMMUIICA:

— ME&I Beqib JKOeM rocTell B OuxKaiiire HeCKOJILKO JHel, He Tak JIu? A ero BeJINYeCTBO, HACKOJIBKO S
yCIIeNl ero U3y4YUTh, MyKUMHa BeCcbMa yYIIOPHEBIN.

— Vry, — KuBHYyJIa faMa, BEITArUBas I'yObl yTOUKOM.
— W 4T0 BH Telepsh IpepIaraeTe genarh? — CIPOCUI OH, CHOBa OTJISIALIBAsICh Ha IOPTAJl.
— Hudgero, — oTBeTusa Ta, U3SAIIHO IOXKUMAas IIJIeYaMU.

— INomoxpurte, — BCKHHYIJI JIaAOHU Mar. — 4 Mor 651 BOCCTaHOBUTD pa60Ty II0pTajlla, 1 Torga
IIPpUTJIallI€HHbI€ BaMU I'OCTH IIOIIaAyT B 3aMOK, MHUHYI...

— Hu B K0oeM citydae, Ipyr Mo, — mporoBopuia jequ Kaprus, Kacasch ero PyKy C 3arafilogHOM yILIOKOM.

OmHako BrmaHTy BCce-TaKu XOTEI0Ch MOOUTHCS SICHOCTH B 3TOM Bompoce. OH CKIOHHUIICS K JaMe OTuXxe u
yKa3zaJjl Ha IopTaJl IajiblieM:

— To ecTh, BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTOOBI BCE ITOTEHITMATbHEIE COMCKATEIIH 3...
— Tunie, He HaJgoO UMEH.

— Ha, mpocTtuTe. Tak BOT, BCE OHU OOJIXKHBI OyOyT IPOUTH BOPOTAMHU?

— Koneuno, gpyr moi!

Ha kakoe-To MIrHOBEHME Mar 3aCThUJI, IPUCTAIBHO BriIIOLIBASICh B BOMHCTBEHHO BCIBIXHYBIIKE I'JIa3a JIEOH,
IIOTOM BBIAJI:

— Ho BBI k€ TOHMMAaETE, BO YTO 3TO BHITLETCS?



— Pa3ymeeTcsi, — KUBHYyJ/a fjlaMa TOPXECTBEHHO U BaXKHO. — ITo OymeT yecTHast 60psOa. A HaM Befdb
HYXKeH Ny4Ilnui U3 JIy4YlIuX, He TakK Iu?

— IMonHOCTHIO cornmaceH, — 3amMeTun macTtep bnaHT. — Paf, 9TO MBI B 9TOM IIJIaHE OOMHAKOBO MBICIIUM.

Jlegu yke TOOHsIIa BBEPX Iajiell, cOOUPasiCh YTO-TO MTPOU3HECTH, HO B 3TO BpeMsI OIISITh OPOTHYIA
IMayTHHKA CUTHANIBHOTO IIeTeHus. [10SIBUIICS TPETHH YYaCTHHUK BOEHHOI'0 COBeTa. MyXKX4YHKHAa B IIjIalle
rofoImesn 6/TuXKe U OTKUHYJI KaIIoIIoH, iequ Kapus HeMeIJIeHHO KUHYIach K HEMY C BOIIPOCOM:

— T'me BBI OBITIM TAK OOJITO, MOM MOPOTOMH?

'pueH, a 3TO GBI OH, MPUOOHSIJI CYIIPYTY U IIPOTOBOPUIT:

— OTpmaBan yKa3aHus, Ayllla MOsi, ¥ ITPOBEPSII 00CTaHOBKY.

Macrtep brnaHT MOBEPHYJICSA K HEMY ¥ CIIPOCHUJI, KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM B CTOPOHY ITOpTasa:
— YTo craxere?

— Cyuraro, 4TO IOpTajl cerdac OTKPhEIBATh Helb3s1, — Bhigall ['pueH, cpa3y CTaHOBSChH CEPhE3HBIM. — ITO
MOJKET IIJIOXO CKa3aThCs Ha Pa3BUTUU MUPHBIX OTHOIIIEHUN MeXKIY CONpeNeIbHEIMU roCyqapCTBaMu.

BOI_IapI/IJ'IOCB Monm4aHue. A FpHeH II0OaJiCA BIiepen U 3aroOBOPIIUYEeCKHU JIOGaBI/IJ'[:

— U kcTaTH, y MeHsI, eCTb HEKOTOPhIe COO0pazkeHusI HacueT TOTO, IT0UeMy ITOKOWHBIM KHsI3b BepHXapm majt
corjlacue 3TOT Opak.

— H? — B Bo3ayxe ax 3a3BeHeJIO OT JII00OILITCTBA.

— IIpomry mpoCcTUTh, HO CKa3aThk He MOT'y, 9TO He MOs TaliHa.

— Ooo00! — pa3oyapoBaHHO XJIONHYJa ero nopyke genu Kaprus. — Kak BB KeCTOKU!

— Hy d4T0 BHI, OymIa Mosi, — TYT XXe pacTekcs ['pueH, HO nequ Kysacsk.

BriaH 3aKaTui rinasa, JOXKUAasICh, I0Ka CeMelHas ClleHa 3aKOHUYUTCS, a TOTOM CIIPOCHIT:
— Kak nporno?

— XMMM, — nourpars 6possmu I'pueH, 671eCHYB HellepegaBaeMo ropaoi YIIEIOKOM.

Jlopn I'pueH OB CTAPBHIM OMBITHBIM YIIPABJISIONIAM, U YK OH-TO paboTas Ha pa3BUTHE MUPHBIX OTHOIIEHUHN
MeXKOy COIpenenbHBIMU TOCyIapCTBaMHu KpalHe aKKypaTHO. 00 oTKyma OBl B JTarepe ero BeJIndyecTBa
Hop6GepTa ApraiTapckoro BOPyT HUOTKyZa BO3HUKIIO BCe HYKHOE IJIsI COOPYKEHUS IIOXOOHEIX IAaTPOB, a
TaKXKe [IPOoBa, CeHo ¥ IpoBuaHT? U Bce 9T0 Ha ryiasax y MUjieny, Ho Tak, 4TOOH OHa He y3Hala.

Co6CTBEHHO, OCHOBHOM BOIIPOC OTOBOPUIIX. B 0CTambHOM 2Ke peIreHo ObII0 AeHdCTBOBATh M0 IPUHITUITY
«BOMHA IJIaH IIOKaXKeT».

kekok

Hous mporma 6ecnokoiHo st Mi3abessisl, BCe e CHUIMCh KaKKWe-TO TalHBL ¥ 3aTOBOPHL. A IO yTPO U
BOBCe — CcTapasl KapTUHHAas rajgepes pomHoro 3aMka. Kak 6yaTo oHa oHa CTOUT TaM M IIOTeMHeBUINe OT
BpPEeMeHU MOPTPETHI IPEIKOB pa3TasabiBaeT. bpepm.

[TpocHYyIach C TSIKEJIOH TOJI0BO U OIIYIeHNEeM HEBHIIIOJIHEHHOT0 Hora. M pa3yMeeTcs, TOCie TOTO Kak
omenachk ¥ HACKOPO TMO3aBTpaKaja, IEePBEIM [AEeJIOM OTIIPAaBUIACh HAa CTEHY. A TaM Bce OBIIIO TTO-IPEeXKHEMY.
Ecnu H3aberia Hamesinack, 9TO C YTPEHHUM TyMaHoM jareps Hop6GepTa Aprantapckoro caM coboi
pacceertcs, ee Kaano pasodapoBanue. bonee Toro!

9TOT... OH U3BOIUII TPEHUPOBATLCS C Me4YoM. ['OJILIH TI0 ITOsIC.
Ho u aTo emie He Bce!

K ero BennuecTBY, KOTa OH Ha BpeMs IIepecTall MaXaTh MeUOoM, IO/IOIIIa MOJIOfeHbKasi KPeCThIHKa,
IIpucesia B KHUKCEHe U mofasa GoJbIIyio KPUHKY MOJIOKa. Y 9TOT... OH IIHJI 9TO caMoe MOJIOKO Ha Tja3ax y
H3abesuisl ¥ BCcero 3aMka. Kanmenbky cTeKaiu 1o nongboponKy Ha penbedHYI0 IPyIb.

— 0000, — BOCTOpP2KEHHO NIPOTAHYa Jlequ Kaprus, Bo Bce I'yla3a pasriisigbiBast BeJINKOJIETHBIN
KOPOJIEBCKUU TOPC.

9t0 6110 cumKoM. M3aberia mo9yBCTBOBAJla, YTO €€ IIPOCTO HaYUHAEeT OYMUTh GeCIPUYNHHAS IPOCTh.
U obepHynack K I'pueHy, 4TOOB CIIPOCUTh:



— Kak BBl MOXKeTe 9TO OOBbSICHUTL?

— Munenu, — pa3Bejl pyKaMu YIPaBASONINE. — MH Ke He MOXXeM MPeIsATCTBOBATh HAIIUM JTIOISM
BBIPAzKaTh CUMITATHUIO 3... KOPOJIIO IPYKECTBEHHOM MepKaBHI.

— Ipyx)ecTBeHHOU...?! — Hauvasa ObUI0 pacnansaTecs M3abemna.
Ho TyT mo3opHbIN Ha HaIBpPATHOU OalrHe Pe3KO BEIKPUKHYIT:
— EpyT! — u BEITAHYI BIlepeq PYKY.

Ha MrHoBeHUe IOBHCIA 3BEHSIIIAs TUIITMHA, @ IIOTOM BCE B30PH 00PATUIIUCh B CTOPOHY MOObE3THOM
moporu. TaM medCTBUTENILHO 0003HAYMIACh TOBOJIPHO OBICTPO ABUKYIIASCS IIPOIIECCUS.

— OTnu4yHO, — Ipolieiuia CKBO3b 3yOnl M3aberia, MbITasCh PA3TIAOeTh IITAaHIaPTHL.
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PasymeeTcs, CKOTBKO OHa HU OBITANIach pas3risafeTh, HU4Yero He BHIUIO. CIUIIKOM maneko. Hewetko. 3aTo
BeCbMa YeTKO 0OPHCOBAJIOCh UX HEBECEJIOE MTOI0XKEHNE, BEI3BIBAS Y HEE B3PHIB OECCUITBHOMN STPOCTH.

BpoBu M3abenisl XMypHUIINCh, KOHYUKY I'y0 IOTHUMAINCE B mogobuu yneioku. KusxkHa Oblia B 6elIeHCTBe.
A Ha ero BeIMYECTBO KOPOJIA APraHTapCKOro OHA He XOTesla JaXKe CMOTDPETh.

Bce o ero munoctu! Bee!

OH Ha Hee UAUOTCKU AercTByeT. becur, mpoBouupyeT coBepiaTh omubku. Hy BOT, Kak Teneps ObITE? Kak
OHa B0o0OIIe yMyApuIach HOUTH A0 Takoro? OHa e Bcerpa Obljla pa3yMHOM M XJIaTHOKPOBHOM. A 4TO
Teneps?

Tenepb OH CTOMHT JiIarepeM y ee BOPOT.

CHoOBa B3rJIsTHYJIa BAa/Ib, @ TaM, OX0XKeEe, He CJIUIIIKOM TOPOIUIINCEH, IOTOMY YTO HBIIbHOE ISITHO Ha
MOObE3OHOM IOPOre, KaXXeTCsI, C MecTa He COBUHYJIOCh. HeBOIBLHO ITOOyManioCh, YTO HEKOTOPEIE, B
OT/IMYHE OT STUX HETOPOIIUBEIX TOBAPHUIIEH, HECJIMCH BO BECH OIIOD.

Tak! Bce. [10BonbHO CpaBHUBATh, HOBOJIBHO O HeMm myMaThk. OH He MpeaMeT OIS 1i000BaHus, OH —
npobieMa.

Ho Bce ke, KaK OBITE?

BoT efyT K HUM HOpMdA/ibHbie (He TO YTO HEKOTOPLIe) TOCTH, U UTO Ke? Temeps OHa Jake BOpPOTa OTKPHITh
He cMoxkeT! [IoTOMy 4TO OTKPBIB BOPOTA [IJIsI KOT'O-TO OHOI'0, OHA OTKPOET BOPOTA [IJis BCEX.

[Toptan? Co Bcel SICHOCTHIO U gocamou M3abesia moHMMana, 94TO TEEPh UM U CTAIlMOHAPHBIN 3aMKOBBIHN
IIOpTaJl OTKPHIBATh HEeNb3sA. Ecnu 910 uymoBuie Hopb6epT ApraHTapCKuil y3HAET, YTO MOPTaa OTKPHIT, (a
OH HEeIPEeMEeHHO y3HaeT!), TO BapuaHTa Pa3BUTUS COOBITHI BCETO ABa. JInO0 OH HEMeJIEHHO OKaXKeTCs B
3aMKe, ¥ TPyOHO cebe mpeacTaBUTh, YTO OymeT. JInbOo Ha 3TOT pa3 y2K TOYHO OOBSIBUT €l BOMHY, U OHA He
X0TeJla Jaxke IPencTaBiIsaTh cebe, 4To Torma Oymer.

Bcs aTa cuTyanus, 1o CyTH, JUIJIOMaTHYeCKU TyIIUK, B KOTOPHIM OHa IO €0 MUJIOCTU caMa ce0s
3arHana. YTo 65l Ha 9TO BCe cKa3asl 0aTiolKa, KH13b Bepuxapn!? A marymka? O, MaTymka, KHATUHS
CeBeprHa, Obljla CTPOTa U B TAKUX BOIIPOCaX He CTECHSIACh B BRIpaXkKeHUAX!

BrnpoueMm, moBonmbHO IpuYKUTaTh. Hamo 6paTh cebs B pyKH.

Oma CHOBAa BIJIsIeNach B MSITHO Ha MOOLEe3THOM mopore. HeT, SBHO He TOPOIIATCH... PSIIOM IIIeBeIbHY/Iach
nenu Kaprust u 3ab6opmoTana 03a604eHHO:

— Tony6yiika, munenu M3abesinna, He BOJIHYUTECH, BCE YIIAAUTCS, BOT YBUOUTE.
BoT TonbpKkO He Hago!

— Ckaxwure, jtegu Kaprus, — oHa MOTHYyJIa I'OJIOBOM B CTOPOHY JOpPOTrH. — Bce 3TH BHe3allHbBIE IOCTH
BalllUX PYyK Aeno?

IMoxunas AaMa 3aMsijiaCb, CKOCUBIIUCH B CTOPOHY JIareps ero BejIn4eCcTBa Iiepeg BOpoTaMH, U YKIIOHYHUBO
mpow3Hecna:

— He Bce.

A Vizabenne BOpyr kpacka 6pocusach B JIUIO, BCIIOMHUIUCE cyioBa BranTa, uto Hopbept Aprantapckuit
Ype3BhIUaWHO YIIOPHEBIM TOBAPHIL, ¥ OT CBOETO He OTKaxKeTcsA. YTO OH BCe pPaBHO IPUMAET 3a Hel.

U BOT Temeph OH TOPYHUT 30echb! A el TPyOHO OBIJIO IOHSATH CBOU YYBCTBA, Yero cerdac OBINIo OOIbIle,
BO3MYIIIEHUS, TPOTECTA, 3JIOCTU WIN... YIOBIETBOPeHUA? Y 0OBIYHOI0 JKEHCKOT'0 JII000ILITCTBA.

Hy yx met. Korga M3abenna noHsmna, Kyna KJIOHSTCS ee MBICITH, Pa303/Iujiack Ha cebs u mocrapasach
COCPEOOTOYHUTHLCS Ha YJIa’KUBAHUU BO3MOXKHOTO AUMIOMAaTUYeCKOro KoH(ukTa. OHA IIIyMHO BHIOOXHYJIA U
IIOBEPHYJIACh K YIIPaBISOIIEMY:

— I'puen, cnacubo, 4T0 103a00TUIIUCH O ITIOXOTHOM JIarepe OJIsl ero BeJIn4YecTBa.
CTapuK TOJBKO KAlUISHYJI U 3aBO3UJICS C JlallKaHaMU.
— DTO BeIb BH IIPHUKa3ajIy 00eCIeYnTh KOPOJisi ApraHTapCKOro BceM He0OXOquMEBIM?

— a, Mmunenu, — IPU3HAJICS YIIPABISIOMWINE U 0o0aBUI, pa3Bons pykKu. — COrmacuTech, 3TO OBITIO



crpaBennuBo. OH Ke IpefoCTaBu/l HaM I'OCTEBEIE ITOKOU.
HOenctBuTenbHO. HoBRIM YKOP coBecTU. Ho pemreHre oHa npuHSIa.

— Iymaro, BaM HIPUIETCS TaKUM Ke 00pa3oM mo3aGoTUTLCS U 00 OCTAbHEIX TOCTSAX, — IIPOr0BOPHUIIa
W3abemnna, rsigs B CTOPOHY MOABE3THOM Joporu. — [I0ToOMy YTO BOPOTa MHEI HE OTKPOEM.

praBJIHIOH_II/Iﬁ CJIyIiaJlI HAIIPSA2KEeHHO, OOHAKO IIPHU IIOCJIEJHUX CJIOBAX PAaClBeJI U IIpOBeIIajl C
BOOOYyIIIEBJIEHUEM:

— Ia, ma, munenu, padyMmeetcs. Tak maxe nyuie! Ilpeacrasnsere, Kak Okl OHM HaM IlepernadyKkaiii
napKeT, ¥ CKOJIBKO BCEro U30pBaju U nepenoptusnu! A Tak MBI IOCTaBUM UM IIaTPhI, TOATOTOBUM II0JIE
Ot TYPHUPA, a JIoLIA...

OpHako, OH BOBPEMSI CIIOXBATHUIICS.

— KxXMMM, ecii¥, KOHEeYHO, BB IT03BOIUTE, Musenu M3abenna?

W ycraBuscs Ha Hee.

— [lelicTByHTE Ha CBOE YCMOTPEHUE, — CO CKPUIIOM coriacunack M3abesia, omycKasi B3Ts BHU3.

A B narepe mepeq BOpOTaMH BCE OISATh IMPUIJIO B OBUXKeHUe. Ero BenmudyecTBo HopOepT ToXKe TOTOBUJICS K
BCTpede rocreii. Temephb OH yKe OBIT MOTHOCTHIO OAET U 00/1adyeH B JIeTKKe Jocnexu. Kopons ApraHTapa
CTOSJI BO3JIe CBOETO IIITaHAApTa, HOTH ITHPOKO PACcCTaBJIEHH], Me4 B HOXKHAX, PyKH mosice. M oHa Ha
MT'HOBEHME 3aCMOTPEJIacCh U BAPYT IOAyMaJjia, YTO 30eCh, B II0JIEe CPEeOY BOUHOB OH BBITJIIAUT
HellepegaBaeMo MyXXeCcTBeHHO. ['opa3mo adgdekTHee, UeM Cpedu JaM B KOPOJIEBCKOM TOCTHHOM.

YepTt! OH 06epHYIICS U B3TISHYJI IPSIMO He Hee, KaK pas, KOrfa OHa ero pasringabiBana. U gaxe
CaMOJOBOJIFHO YXMEITIbHYJICA. 3abea TyT Ke OTBEPHYJIACh.

Ho ua Hee CMOTpPEJIN, Hagdo OBIJIO YTO-TO T'OBOPHUTE.

— I'pueH, g1 HaeIOCh Ha Bac, — CKa3ajla OHa M, o0palllasiCh y2Ke K CyIpyre yIpaBisiollero, modaBuaa: —
Jlemgu Kaprusi, moiteMTe, Hy2KHO 0TOOpPaTh BCe HEOOXOOMMOE [JIST TOCTEH.

— Ia, ma, Muneny, s Tak pana, ronyoOyInka, — TyT Xke 3amieberana Ta. — BoT yBunuTe, CKOpo y Hac CTaHeT
TaK BECEJIO U UHTEPECHO!

— Vry. 4 yxe BuxXy, — nmpoBopuasna M3abena, CHOBa OTNISIOEIBAsCh HA TOPOTY.
U BHHUS.

Ho ctouno Uzabenne mocMoTpeTs Tyda, KakK OHA Cpa3y XKe CTOJIKHYJIACh B3T/ISIAOM C 3TUM HEBO3MOXKHBIM
TunoM. Kak 6ynTo oH TONBKO ee U kKfajl. CMepus XMyphIM B3TJIIIOM U OTBEPHYJIICS, @ V Hee IIeKU CTajlo
Kedb OT JOocankl U 3710CTU. CJIOBHO 3TO OBLI KAKOU-TO MaJIEHbKUY IOEIUHOK, ¥ OHA ero Ipourparna.

BoT eme! 3axoTenock BOPYT BCOBUINTE, OmHAKO M3abemnna npugyMana Koe-4To nonydire. OHa
MIOBEPHYJIACh K Mary U IIPOTOBOPUIIA:

— Macrtep bauT, 3alieTe KO MHE TIOTOM.
U nocnemunia yuTH.

kekok

[IpocTO YyOUBUTEJIHPHO, KaK 3Ta [EBUIA OMHUM CBOMM BHUIOM BRIBOOMJIA €T0 Ha amoumu. Ctousio Hopbepty
IIOYyBCTBOBATh, YTO OHA Ha HEr0 CMOTPHUT, OPAKOH PBaJICS U3HYTPH, 3aCTaBJIAS €r0 JIOBUTD €€ B3I U
mesaTh TJIYIIOCTH. A ellle eMy 0Ka3ajloCh HEOXKUAAHHO IIPUSTHO BHOBL OKYHYTHCS B IOXOMHYIO KU3HBL. Kak
0ynTo BEPHYJIAaCh MOJIOHOCTb.

Ila, o nmo3Bonuy cebe HEMHOT'O IIOKPAcOBaTLCSA YTPOM. XOTeJl, YTOOLl OHA yBUIea.
OH MOT OKJISICTBCSI, YTO TOPASYKa MOKpPacCHea.

3nutcs, peBHyeT? Xa-xa.

Yeprt 651 ero mobpasn!

Taxk yBNEeKCs, YTO HaYuUCTO 3a6bu1 mpo JInHAOoCcCKOro. YUTO 9TO TaM ceiyac memuiio Boanu? He ero nmm
KoneiMara? OH roToB OBIJT BIIPAaBUTh MO3TH cTapuHe Kapiy, 4ToOH HEImoBagHO OHIIO IITacTaTh
K e20 HeBecTe.



Ho ToT, KTO exaj cefiuac K 3aMKYy, IIOX02K€e, COBCEM He TopomnuJscs. Hop6epT BOHUJICS B3TJISIIOM B IISITHO Ha
OOpOTe ¥ IIPMKa3aJl BEIC/IATh BIIEPET IBOUX.
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Briio parHee yTpo. Eile cosHIle He IOOHSAIOCH, HO ero cBeTocTh Kapn JInHmocckuil yxke BcTal. [loToMy
YTO OTBPATUTEJIFHO MPOBEJ HOub. CHavYasia CHUJIUCH KOIIIMaphl, KaK OyTO IIeHHbIe MTOTapKU PacTAallIWIIH,
IIOTOM — XyKe.

Kak 6ynoTo oH xxeHwusncs Ha M3abemnne CaBoCTUHCKOM. Bce OBIIO XOPOIIIO, IIPOCTO 3aMeYaTenbHo, JIeT C Hel
B IIOCTeJIb, OBbI/Ia MUBHASI HOYb... ETO CBETJIOCTD lakKe MOT MPUIIOMHUTD, KaK OH IMOCTAHHIBAJl BO CHE OT
YIOOBOJILCTBUS. [IPOCHYJICS, a C HUM B ITOCTEJIM KaKasi-To 6e33ybas Kapra. OH B yKace IBITaJICSI cOekaTh,
4TOOBI II0aTh BEPXOBHOMY HMOHTHU(UKY HeMeJIeHHOe MIPOoIlleHne 0 pa3Bode, U TyT B OBEPSX CIIAIbHU
TIOSIBJISIETCST €T0 MaMa, IIperpaxmias gOpory, U 3asBIIsSeT:

— Kakoii pa3Bopa?!

EcTecTBEeHHO, IPOCHYJICA OH B XOJIOMHOM IIOTY U C BBIIYYEHHBEIMHU I'J1a3aMu. Korga oco3Has, 4To 3TO BCETO
JIUIL COH, obJierdeHue II0TOM OBLIIO KOJIOCCaIbHEIM. ['epIior Co CMeXOM OTKHHYJICS Ha IOAYIIKY U
TIOIIBITAJICS BHITSIHYTHCS Ha CHAEHUU. Bce-Taku OH ObLI POCIIBIN MyKUMHA, U CUEHUEe IIOBO3KHU OBLIIO A1
Hero KOPOTKOBATO.

[ToToM OH KOHEYHO, BblIe3. Hafo OBLII0 YMBITECSI, IPUBECTH ce0s B HafJIeXkKallluil BU[, IT03aBTPaKaTh, Y4eM
Bor mocman. Y BEIICHUTL HAKOHEII, Te 3TOT YEePTOB Ky3HEI, 1 Korfa OyoeT roToBa ero ock. [loTromy 9TO U
TakK yXke OIo3gasl MoYTH Ha CyTKU. ApraHTapckuii, He60Ch, BpeMeHU He Tepsiil.

OpHako, ero cBeT/IO0CTh Kapia MHOTO3HAUUTENIFHO YXMEBITBHYJICSA. OCOOBIM 3HATOKOM YeJIOBEYEeCKUX OYII OH
He OBIJI, HO B TOM, 4TO cTapuHa Hop6epT Bpsim T MONYyYUT y KHSIXKHBI TETIJIBIA ITPUeM, He COMHeBasics. U
BCe K€ BPEMEHU TEPSATh OBLIIO HEJTB3S.

Koe-kak BHIOpAJICS U3 TTOBO3KHM, TIPOIIIENICS 110 BOPY, BEICOKO TTOAHUMAS KOJIEHHU, MaJio JiX, Ha YeM TyT
MOKHO TI0JIOPBaTHCS. ETo IToMsiTas CBUTa TOXKE Y2Ke BEHIIO/I3/Ia U3 X03sIHCTBEHHBIX IIOCTPOEK U CEHOBAJIOB.
VwMmeinics. CTon st 3aBTpaka eMy HaKpPHIUIH BO [IBOPE, IPeNBapUTeNIbHO OYHUCTHUB BCe BOKPYT. ITo3aBTpaKarl.

I'me 3TOT 4epTOB Ky3HeIN U Te, KOTO 3a HUM HockImanu?!!

BepHynuch mocyaHHbIE TOJIFKO Yepe3 Yac, KOTHa ero CBETJIOCTh YXKe yCTall MePUTh JBOP IIaraMu U
CpBIBAJICA Ha BCEX M Kaxkporo. OKas3ajiock, 4TO y Ky3Hella poxKajla XKeHa, IIPUIIIIOCh XKOaTh, B UTOTE, OCh
BCe-TaKM MOYMHUIIU U ellle Yepe3 Yac, Koraa Bce OBIJI0O TOTOBO, KOPTEXK repuora JIMHIOCCKOTO C 3TOT0
TOCTEIIPUUMHOTO XyTOpa BhIeXall.

Hay4eHHEBIN TOPHKUM OIIBITOM, €I0 CBETJIOCTh y2Ke He THaJl KaK CyMacCUIeIINi, exaTh CTapaiuch
AKKypaTHO, 00X0as KOImOOWHEI ¥ IMKH. M HaKOHell, BEIOpaIuch Ha I'JIaBHYIO gopory. Ha moBopoTe CKBO3b
KPOHEI [IepeBbeB BUOHO OBIJIO, 0003HAUYMBILINECS TOPHU30OHTE OallleHKM 3aMKa. [[oporo CHoBa CBEpPHYJIa 3a
poIuIly, ellle HEMHOTO, ¥ OH BBEIMAET HAa (QUHUIIHYIO IPSIMYI0, @ TaM OCTAHETCS TOJIBKO...

YTo 3a yepTt?
XoTtenoch 6B 3HATH, UYTO TaM 3a CIOPIPU3 Ha gopore?

Briepenu BumHenoch mpensaTcTBrue. Heuto rabapuTHOE, TOTHOCTHIO ITeperopoauBIee gopory. Kapn rotos
OBLII B30ECUTHCS.

— BrisicHUTE, YTO TaM, — OTHAJ OH MPUKa3, He BEIXOOS U3 IIOBO3KH.

HpHIIBOpHBIfI IIOKJIOHHUJICSA, W BBICJIAJI CBOETO IIOAYMHEHHOTI 0. Kapn OTKHWHYJICSA Ha CIIMHKY CUOEHUSA U
3aMepP B HEIIOOBUZ2KHOCTH. OpHako IIPOIIJIO y2K€e LEeJIbIX IIATh MUHYT, a OTBE€TAa OH TaK U HEe

OOXKOaJIiCsAa. COXpaHHTb CIIOKOHCTBUE OLITIO CJIO2ZKHO, CHAPY2KH IIOCJIBIIIIAJICA TOIIOT U IIIYM I'OJIOCOB. Ero
CBETJIOCTH He BBIJEPZXKaJll, BEICYHYJICSA B OKOHIIE.

PsimoM, Kak Ha3J10, HUKOro. OH KPUKHYII Ky4epy:
— Yro, uepT OBI BCceX mmoOpasl, IPOUCXOOUT?

— He Mory 3HaTh. Bailla CBETIIOCTh, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII Kyuep, CUIeBIINHN Ha KO3/laX. — Bpoje moBo3Ka
3acTpsina.

BoT 3TO GBITIO HEKCTATH, IIOTOMY YTO ITOBO3Ka IeperopaxkuBajia gOpory.
— A o6bexaTh MBI HE CMOXKEeM?

— OTO BpsM /I¥, Ballla CBETIOCTh, 000YMHEI BCE B PLHITBUHAX, HEPOBEH Yac, KOJIECO IIOTEePSIeM UITH CJIIOMaeM
OChb.



Kapn ckpuBuicsa ot gocagsl. OuepenHas II0JIOMKa, KOTAa yKe NPaKTUYeCKU Ha QUHUIITHON IIPIMOMN?
— A KTO Tam 3acTpsn?
— He mory 38aTth. Bpozme rocnogns Kakou-TO 3HATHBIM CO CBUTOMU.

‘-IepT... HpI/IFJ'IﬁJIeBHII/ICB BHHMATEJIBHO, Kapn " CaM yBHUEJI IITaHOapPTHI. Cemu nsamen replor He OBLI,
OOHAKO GLICTpO gorapgarics, 4To K 94eMy.

— IMompe3xkay 6uxke! — BeJiesl OH Ky4depy.
[ToBO3Ka MeqIeHHO TPOHYIACh.

Ero cBeT/OCTh OBII HETPUSITHO TTOPazXkKeH. DTO YTO Ke I0JIyYalioch, elle OOWH KOHKYPeHT? EmMy u
Hop6GepTa Bronxe xBaTuiio! Y co crapunoi Hopbeptom Kapi eitie cobuparcst pasodpaTthcs. 160 Hedero,
yMepia — Tak yMmepsa. OTKal3aau eMy, BOT U ITYCTh KaTUTCS UCKATh yTeIIeHWe B 00BSITUSX OPYTUX [EBUII,
a Uzabenna... MoXHO cKa3aTh, OH ee yKe IPaKTUYeCKU IIpelCcTaBuil MaMe!

A 3TOMy KOHKYPEHTY repuor JIHOOCCKUI HaMepeH OB IaTh ITOHSATh, UYTO JIOBUThH €My 3[eCh Heuero.
MecTo 3aHsT0. OOHAKO OCTaBalach elle BePOSTHOCTh, YTO 3TO KaKas BaxKHasi 0co6a KeHCKOI'0 I10J1a, UIIH
cymnpyxeckas mmapa. He cTouso, rmpaBo, He pa3BefaB 00CTaHOBKY, KOIbs JIoMaTb. HOo TyT BEpHYIICS C
paImopTOM TIPUABOPHEIN, K TOMY K€, OHU TTOIbeXallu.

[Tpu GruzKaWeM paCCMOTPEHUH OTIPABOAIUCh €TO CaMble Hauxy[amme onaceHus. KoHKypeHT, 4T00 ero
4yepTu pasogpanu. I'epuor AutyaH Jle Opya.

Kto Takue Jle Opya, Kapn He cibxall, HO Koe-KaKue MMO3HAHUS B repajbguKe U reorpaduu y Hero Bce-
TaK{ UMEJIUCh. M BOT U3 9TUX CBOMX ITO3HAHUM, JIMHIOCCKUHE MOT MPEMONI0KUTD, UYTO TepPIorCTBO Jle
Opys HaxXOOUTCS OOBOJILHO JAJIEKO K 3alafy OT er0o POOHOM JIMHOOCCH U ceBepHee ApraHTapa.

XoTenoch pBaTh U METATh, HO €TI0 CBETJIOCTh HATSIHYJI MAcKy JII00€3HOCTH, ¥ HAITPABUJICS TUYHO BHISICHSITE,
4TO IIPOUCXOIUT, U II0YEeMYy OH He MOIKeT IpoexaTh. Ha camom merne, oH coOupasncs B3TISHYTh Ha
KOHKYPEHTa U OLIEHUTH ero IaHCch. HeT, B CBoell HEOTpa3uMOCTHU replor JIMHAOCCKUM He COMHEBAaJICs, HO
Maso JIy.

9toro camoro AHTyaHa Jle Opys Kapn cpenu miomeii, CTOSABIINX ¥ IIOBO3KM, BEIUUCINI cTpa3y. U cpa3sy xke
ITPOHUKCS K HEMY HEIPUS3HBI0. Moof, cMa3nuB 0o 6e300pa3usi, Cyas M0 CBUTE U YOPAHCTBY IOBO3KM —
oorar.

Ho, xa-xa! He ypmepzancs oT MCTUTEJIBHOI'O X0X0Ta repuor JImagocckuit. CroMmarsncs U 3acTpsil Ha
nongoporu!

BropouemM, Tak e, Kak ¥ OH caM.

9Ta MBICIbL HEMHOI'0 OMpayduiia pafoCcTh repliora, Ho B MO3Ty ero HafoIro He 3afepxkaiachk. 6o oH yxke
TpuOIU3UJIICS Ha JOCTAaTOYHO OJIM3K0Ee PacCTosSHUE U ObUI 3aMeueH. YTo XK, CKPHIBAThCSI OH He coOUparics.

Kapn BEIIIIeNT U3 IOBO3KY U IIpefcTaBuiics, 3ToT Jle Opys packiaHsscs B OTBeT. [0 Ha Hero ero
CBETJIOCTh He 0e3 yIOBOIbCTBUS OTMETHJI, YTO KOHKYPEHT 0 CPAaBHEHHUIO C HUM XJIMIIKOBAT. Pacmpasu
IJj1e4w, ofgouiest 6JIuKe U CIIPOCUIT BasKHO:

— Cynapsb, BB He MOTJIH OBl OCBOOOOUTE HOPOTY. ¢ 04eHb CIelly IIONacTh B KHSIXKECKUHM 3aMOK, — U
mo6aBuUI MHOTO3HauUUTeNIbHO: — K HeBecTe.

— K HeBecTe? — HEeBHHHO OCBeIOMUIICSI TOT. — Kakas He3afmada, S TOXKe CIIelly B KHIXKECKHUHN 3aMOK C
TOH Ke IIeJIbI0.

— Hapetocs, BB TOBOPUTE He 0 KHsI2KHe M3abesne? — ymnep pyku B 60ka Kapit.

— HMeHHO 0 Hel, Ballla CBETJIOCTh. M 3HaeTe... — 3TOT HarJbi KpacaBuukK Jle Opys HaAMEHHO OTKUHYII
Ha3ap ronoBy. — Ha OHSX 9 MOJIy4YHJI OT KHSAXKHEI IPUTJIallieHre. Tak BOT, TaM O Bac HUUETO He
3HAYUIIOChH.

— IIa KaK BBl CMeeTe, CyHaph, MOABeEPraTh COMHEHUIO MOU cjioBa! — Bckumes JIMHOOCCKUM, HaMepeBasiCh
HeMe[JIeHHO oTpe0oBaTh CaTUC(haKITHUH.

OpHaKoO B TOT MOMEHT Pa3[ajiiCh KPUKHU U IIIyM, BEISICHUJIOCH, YTO IOJIOMKY HaKOHEI] YCTPaHUIH, ¥ MOXKHO
TpOTaThCs B yTh. DTOT Jle Opya TYT Ke 3alPHITHYJI B CBOIO ITIOBO3KY U YKE OTTyAa COOOIINI:

— YecTh uMe0, Cynapb. [1o BCTpeYHu B 3aMKe, — U YKaTHUJl.

Kapi 4yTh He JIONHYJI CO 37I0CTH. BpOCHIICS B CBOIO IIOBO3KY, Ha XOOY KpHUya Kydepy:



— T'onu! MBI DOTKHEL OOPATHLCS TEPBLIMIE!
kkk
[TocnaHHBIE KOpPOeM ApeHrapTa OOMIlbI BEPHYIUCH C MOHECEHUEM.

BnpoueM, OH yXe u caM BUAeJI, KaK Ha MOABE3HOM opore, B3AbIMas KJIyOwl BTN M YyTh He 3afieBasi Apyr
OpyTa OCSIMU, HECJIUCh IBe IIOBO3KU. A 3a HUMU BII€PEMEIIKY PacTIHyJlach CBUTa. [IBa KOpTeXa, IOBO3KU
BeChMa OCHOBATEJIbHBIE, KaXKas 3anpsiKeHa YeTBEePKOii jiomanei. UoyT romoBa B IrojioBy, Ha 'PUBax y
JouIafey IIJIIoMaKu.

Hop6GepT ciiioHy T CKBO3b 3y0Obl, Y4ePTOBH IeTyxu. OMUH KOPTEXK OH OIMO3HaJI o IBeTaM JIMHOOCCKOTo. A
BOT KTO BTOpOI#? Kakoii-To JIe Opy3? Crtasno ObITh, N34aieKa U3BOJIUJI CIOJla TOKAaJI0BaTh?!

He BakHO, OH HamMepeBaJicsd 000UX Pa3BEPHYTH K Y4ePTOBOM MATEPH.

H_Ial"HYJ'[ BIIepen W 3aHsAJI IIO3UIUIO I1epen CBOMM IITaHOAaPTOM.
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IIBe yeTBepKU JoIafeli, MuaBIINeCs I'ajlolloM, BEIHYKOEHEl OCTaHOBUTLCS. [1OPOTy ITepeKphIBaJio AJIMHHOE
OpeBHO Ha Ko03j1aX. [Io 06e CTOPOHEBI OT 3arpaXkKeHusT BOOPYKEeHHbIe BCAIHUKH, a BIIEPEU B AECSITH IIarax
0T UMIOPOBU3UPOBAHHOTO IIIJIarbayMa CTOSJI caM KOpoib ApranTapa. CoOCTBEHHOM ITEPCOHOM.

VBupes crapuny HopbGepTa, ero ceeTinocts Kapn JIMHOOCCKUM LIBETHUCTO BHIPYTAJICS M CIITIOHYJI Ha MIOJI.
Heyxenu He noHATHO?! EMy yKe oTka3anu. Het, onsaTs 3a cBoe! YrepTril, IpsAMO KaK APaKOH.

ITocrne GelreHoOM CKaYKU KOHU IIPUIIJISCHIBAIN U LIYMHO OHIIIANHU, ITOBOAS O0KamMu. O6e mOBO3KH
OCTaAHOBUJINCH ITOYTHU BPOBEHb, HO TOBO3Ka Kapna 4yTouky oTcTaa, K Bslei ero gocage. U moka aToT
comnsak Jle Opys oTmaBai KakKue-TO YKa3aHHUS, BCEM CBOMM BUIOM BhIpazkasi HeJOyYMEHHEe U HeJOBOIbCTBO,
Kapi BOCIIO/Ib30BasICsi MOMEHTOM U CTYKHYJI PYKOSITBIO Meda B CTEHKY, Ky4ep MOHSII U ellle YyTOYKY
MIPOTSIHYJI TOBO3KY.

Temeph OH CTOSIJT BIIEPEY MAIbYHUIIIKYM TEPIOTA, YTO BEI3EIBAJIO MAJIEHBKOE, HO YIOBJIETBOPEHMUE.
YCcnoKouBIIHMCH Ha 3TOT CUET, eT0 CBETIIOCTh IIPUTOTOBUJICSA XKIATh 3PEIUIla, 3HaJ, 4YTO 3a ApraHTapCKuM
He 3ap>XaBeeT.

U toT He pazoyapoBail.

kksk

KOpOJ'Ib CTOsAJI BIIepenn, OH HUKOI'ma He MPsATAJICA 3a 4YyXKue CIIUHEIL. Bo-nepBbe, 9TO eMy OBIIIO HE HY2KHO,
a BO-BTOPHIX, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH TaK IIPDHUBEIK. Celiyac ero BeJIMYECTBO IOYUTH HUUEM He OTJIMYAJICS OT CBOUX
BOMHOB, Pa3Be 4YTO JIETKHe JIaTbl Ha HEM OBLIH IIoOgopoxKe.

Ha tpe6oBaHue ocBoGomuTh mopory HopGepTy mocTaTOYHO OBIIIO YOEOUTENBHO B3TISIHYTh, YTOOHI
TIOCJTaHHbIE BCe IOHSIN U yOpaluch 00paTHO K CBOeMY X03siuHy. TaM Obljla KaKasi-TO BO3HS, IIIEIIOTKH,
BCKOpE CMAa3/IMBBIM MaIbYHUIIKA T€PIIOT CaM BBICYHYJICS U3 ITOBO3KM U ITIOMHTEPECOBAJICS Y HETO C
HaOMEHHBIM BUOOM:

— Yro nmpoucxogut? MHe Hamo mmpoexaTh B 3aMOK. M3BobTe yOpaTh 9TO Ballle, — OH ITOMaxajl PyKOu. —
Besobpasue.

— YTO0 BBl TOBOPUTE, CyAaph? — JIEHUBO MPOTsHYNT HopOGepT, ynupasi pyku B 60ka. — B 3aMo0k? UM ¢ Kako#
Ke IIeIbI0?

— ¥V MeHd obpunmanbHOEe IpUTIallleHue.

— Hy Tak ucnonbs3yiTe €ro 1o Ha3HAaYEeHUI0, — TakK JKe JIEHMBO IporoBopui HopOepT u OTBEPHYJICS.
— Ou, B! Kak Bac Tam! 4 repuor Arrtyas Jle Opys!

Bot cetiuac Hop6GepT moBepHYJICS B €T0 CTOPOHY.

— 41 kopone Aprantapa HopGept I. U ecniu THI, Malb4HK, XOUYEITh ITOTACTh B 3TOT 3aMOK, Tebe mpuaeTcs
MIOTIPOCUTH Pa3peIeHus y MeHs.

U 3aMep, B3sB mmay3y. C MUHYTy OHM pacCMaTpPHUBalu APYTy Opyra. HeusBecTHO, YTO cebe myMal 3TOT
xyei JIe Opya, a HopGepT pa3osnuics. [ToroMy 9To repiior OBUI MOJIOL M XOPOII COO0M, TOT CMa3JIUBBIN
THUIIaXK, YTO TaK HPABUTCA HaMaM. M y Hero OBIJIO MpUTIalIeHne. DTOT MOMEHT GeCuyl Kopoiisg Apranrapa
0oJbIIIe BCETO.

— KxmmM, Ballla BETUYECTBO... — Hadan Jle Opys NpoKaUlISBIIUCE.

[TapHUIIKA OCO3HAJ, YTO HUYETO He JO0ObeTCS HACKOKOM, ¥ PEIINI CMEHUTh TaKTUKY? YepTa c mBa!
Hop6GepT yzKe OB 30J1 KaK CTO YepTe.

— Takoro pa3pellleHus He gaM, — OTpe3all OH U II0BEPHYJICS CIMHOM, BO3BpAIllasiCh K CBOEMY IITaHIAPTY.

kokok

OToporms Ha cMa3uBol ¢pusmoHoMmuu Jle Opys 3mopoBo mo3abaBuiia JImHgocCcKOro. OTCMEsIBIINCH
BIOBOJIb, OH BHIJIE3 U3 IIOBO3KM U OKJIMKHYJI KOPOJIs ApraHTapa:

— Hop6epT, cTapuHa, 6yns 1006e3eH, IPOIYCTHU MOIO ITOBO3KY!
— Hpu ko BceM uepTsaM, Kapn. Pa3BopauuBatt orno6iau! — OTBETHII TOT He 060pavyruBasiCh.

A BOT 3TO OBIJIO YK€ CIIMIIKOM!



— 3Ju! Kakoro yepTa ThHI IEPETOPOOUI 3eCh Bce?!

— 4 He myuy, Kapi, oTIipaBisiiicss OMOHU.

Hert, sToro ero cBeTnocTs repuor JIMHAOCCKUY CHECTU HE CMOT.

— He yuu meHs! 4 cam 3Haio0, YTO MHe fienaTh! — BHIKPUKHYJI OH, CTYKHYB ce0s B IPyOb.

A Hop6epT Kax I1e1 K CBOeMy IINTaHOapTy, Tak u mes. Ha ero cnoBa maxe He 06epHyJcsa. Kapi ot Takoro
HAIIJIeBATEJIbCKOTO OTHOIIIEHUS IIPOCTO OHEMEJI, Pa3Bell pyKamu, 06palrasich 3a MOPaIbHOM MOOAEePKKON K
atomy Jle Opya. OgHaKO MasbYHUIKa YCUIIEHHO Aeiajl BUI, YTO eT0 He KacalTcs 9T pa3bopku. Cen B
ITIOBO3KY ¥ BeJjiell OTOTHATh ee Ha3a/d U YyTh B CTOPOHY. Pelui BHKAaTh? TaK-TO MaIbYuK.

Kapn moGeqHO XMBIKHYJI, €70 TaK ¥ IIOOMBIBAIO CIIPOCUTh:
— YTo Ke BBHI, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, IIPUTJIAllIEHNEM He BOCIIONIb3yeTeCch?!

910 3actaBusio Kapia eie 60/bllle MPOHUKHYTHCS TOPOOCTHIO U COOCTBEHHOM 3HAYUMOCTHIO. JIMHOOoCcca
3TO BaM He Kakoe-To TaM JIe Opya! OpgHako cetiuac Kapna Kyna 6obliiie 3aHUMAall KOPojiab AprauTapa,
KOTOPBIM TOpYas BO3JIe CBOETO IIITaHOapTa U MeperopaxkuBajl JOpory.

— He oypu, HopbGept! — KpukHyn oH. — [ai mpoexaTh!

— Ara, ceiyac, — OypKHYZ TOT, IePHYB Illeell CHavaja B OOHY, IIOTOM B OPYTYIO CTOPOHY. — 3aMOK
3aKpHIT. Tak 4TO npoBanuBau, opyxkuille Kapi.

— Tr1! YTo TH cebe mo3Bossienib?! DTo He TBOS 3eMJIsi! — BO3MYTHJICS T'epLoT.

U cynyncsa 6v510 Buepen. ToT oTpearupoBal MTHOBEHHO. [[OpOTy yKe Ieperopaxkusaj ero Med, a HopGepT
OIIIePUJICS HEXOPOIIel YCMEIIKOMU:

— A TH OonpoOy¥, IONBUHL MEHS, €CJIM CMOKEIITb.

B nepsriit MoMeHT y Kapna JIMHIOCCKOT0 0OUKEHHO OTBUCIIA HUKHASA I'y0a, a IOTOM OH PSIBKHYII:
— U noxgsuny! U nonpoby:o!

— BoTt u moupo06yii, — IMOBUTO 3aMETUJI €T0 BEJIUUECTBO.

— Korpa u rge? — 3anansuuBo 6pocuin Kaps, cTaHOBSCH B IO3Y.

Hop6epT OTIsTHYJICS KPYroM, II0 IPaByi0 PYKY OBIJIO TAKOE CUMITATUYHOE JKEeJITO-LBIIIIsTYee ParcoBoe
moJsie. YKa3aj MeuoM Ha Hero.

— 3mech U ceryac.

— Hpert!

kkk

Crapsiii mOOPHIHA YIPABISIONNN KHIXKHBL M3a6eribl, ellle u3naau yBUAEB MPUOGIIHUKAIOIIMeCs ITOBO3KH,
cpa3dy CMEeKHYII, UYTO K 4eMy, U KUHYJICS TOTOBUTH AJIS TOCTEN MaKCHUMalIbHO KOM(MOPTHBIE ITOJIEBLIE
ycnnoBus. Y moTOMy, €eCTECTBEHHO, HUYEro U3 TOTr0, YTO celyac MPOUCXOOUIIO Ha IOOBEe3HOU A0pore, He
YCKOJIb3HYJIO OT €r0 4YyTKOI'O BHUMaHUs.

I'puen OBLT 3aMeYaTeIbHEIM 9KOHOMUCTOM. B TOM, 4TOOH comepzKaTh BCe B mopsinke u 6e3 BOPOBCTBA, UIIN
Kak IPOBEPHYTH TO UJIM MHOE HEeJI0 110 XO3SUCTBY, YTOOH OHO PaGoTano ¢ MUHUMABHEIMY 3aTpaTaMy 1
IIPUHOCUJIO IPUOBLIb, eMy He ObIO paBHEIX. OOHAKO 10 YaCTH JIETKUX M U3SLIHBIX HHTPUT «BO 6raro» —
TYT OH OBLT I1ac.

Kakue MHTPUTH C ero IpsIMOJIMHEWHOCTHIO Tonopa? B 3To# 06/71acT HENPEB30WAEHHBIM CIIELNATUCTOM
Oblna ero keHa. [IoHSB, 4YTO MeXOy KaHOUOATaMU B JKeHUXU OeJI0 KJIOHUTCS K IIOeAUHKY, OH Cpa3y ke
OTHPAaBUJI HOCHIJIBHOTO K neau Kapruu.

A megu B TOT MOMEHT Obljla 3aHsATa JIMYHBIMU OejlaMu. HeobxomuMoe IJisi TOCTEH OHU C KHSIKHOU yXKe
otobpasnu. Bnaromaps TomMy, 4TO B 3aMKe IIapuJl OPSIOK, KOMIIJIEKTE OeJIhs aKKypaTHO BCcerga
XPaHUINCh YHUCThIE U HaKpaxMaJieHHbIe. Bce pa3noxkKeHo 1Mo mojoykaM — 6epu u mosnb3yiics. HoBoe
N3zabenna Besnesna He 6paTh, u neau Kaprust 6b1y1a TOJTHOCTRIO C HEUM cornacHa. U3BeCcTHOe [esio, 3TH
MYKYWHBI, KOTZIa OHM Ha cBoOome, 63 KOHTPOJISI IPOCTO quyatoT. Y cmocoOHE! 3a/1€3Th B TOCTEIBb MIPSIMO B
carorax. A ecjy IepemnbioTCsI — TO U CO IITIOPaMU.

[TochIbHBIM 3acTall HOYTEHHYIO JaMy 3a yBJIeKaTeNlbHEIM 3aHATUAM. OHa mepeTpsixuBajla CBOU rapmepoo,



n6o, ecnu «Bce Gyaru B rocTy OYOYT K HaM», TO M BCTPeYaTh UX HAJI0 BO BCEOPYKUU. YCIIBIIIIAB O TOM, YTO
ropsiurie BOT-BOT CXJIECTHYTCS Ha MOObE3THOM Hopore, JIeou MIPHUIIJIa B BOCTOPT ¥ mo0exkKaja pa3biCKUBATh
H3abemnny, KoTopasi Kak pa3 B 3TO BpeMs co0upanack BCTPETUTHCS C MacTepoM BiaHToM.

kokok

Eme TaM, Ha cTteHe, M3abenna mogymana o6 OHOM BaXXHOM BeIlllM, HO IpPeXkK/e BCero el Hago OBIJIO PELINTD
BOIIPOC C UX CTAIlMOHAPHEIM ITOPTaoM. UMeHHO C 9TOr0 OHa W Havaja. Mar BBITJISIEN COCPeNoYeHHLIM 1
KaK-TO 03a004Y€HHO XMYPHUIICS.

— Ckaxwurte, Mactep brauT. Ham nmopTtasn, oH B KaKOM COCTOSTHUN?
OH B3TJIAHYJI Ha HEE UCTIOAI00bS W BRIAIT:

— B Hepabouem, munenu. Ho... — TyT Mar mOMOPIITUJICS U TEPECTYIINII, KaK OynaTo eMy TyhJu XKalu. —
Ecnu...

W3abena CIOBHO U HE CIIHIIIANA.

— Ouens xopoio. [TycTs ocTaeTcsa B TAKOM COCTOSHUM U Jajlblie.

— Jla? — HeyBepeHHO IIOKOCHUJICS Ha Hee BiaHT.

A peByIllka KMBHYJIA, CIIENIUB Iepen cO00M PYyKH, ¥ TPOTOBOPUIIA, XMYPO TJISIAS B YTOJ:

— Celigac MBI He MOXKEM OTKPBITh ITOPTall OJis TOCTelN. DTO BLI3OBET HexXKelaTeJIbHbIE TTOCIENCTBUS.
Haperocs, BB IIOHUMaeTe, O YeM 5.

— Munepnu M3abemnna, — npubmu3nscs K HeW Mar U cKasal yxke apyruM ToHoM. — Ecnu Bel XOTUTE, s
MOT'y IIepelpaBUTh Bac oTciona B toboe 6e3omnacHoe MecTo. M Kopok ApraHTapCcKUi HUKOTTIa Bac He
OOCTaHeT.

OHa ynBIOHYIaCh.

— Cnacu6o0, s TpoHyTa, MmacTep bimanrt. [ITpaBga. Y... oueHs 6G1arogapHa, 9YTO Bl OECIIOKOUTECH U
3ab6oTuTeck 000 MHe. Ho 51 He oCcTaB/II0 CBOM 3aMOK.

XoTesa emie go0aBUTD, YTO He OOUTCS 3TOTO TBEPHOI000r0 BEHIIEHOCHOTO caMogypa U TupaHa. MHOro
yecTtu eMy. bexats? Bot eme!

U TONbKO XOTeJIa IepPetTH K TOMY, Pafu 4ero, COOCTBEHHO, 1 BHI3LIBAaJIa Mara, Kak B KaOWHET BleTesa
nenu Kaprus. I'J1a3a MOXUION JaMbl TOPENIH, KaK Y YIaYHO MOOXOTHUBINEHCST KOIIIKH.

— MI/IJIeIII/I, Havanoch! — BbIfaJia OHa, C IIyMOM II€PEeBOOA ObIXaHHE.
A y M3abenmnsl eKHyJI0 cepalle.
— YT0 Havanocs?

— Hy xak xe, Munenu, — c HeliepegaBaeMbIM BEIpaXKeHUEeM JIUIla IPOTOBOPHIIA IIOXKUIad HaMa. —
ITepBHIl TOEOUHOK!

— I'lIE? — BckuHyack M3abenmna.

W mopxBaTuB 100KM, CO BCeX HOT ImoOezkara Ha CTEHY.
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Koneuno xe, u Mmar, u negu Kaprus, o6a 6pocunuch Tyga BMecTe ¢ Hell. Mar ImpoCcTo MoJjT4a e pPsSaoM,
3aTo nenu Kaprus, ceMeHHBIAs C3aau, BCKPUKHBasa U axana. Ho M3abena sToro He 3aMeuasna. B ToT
MOMEHT y Hee BCe B OyIlle IIepPeBOPaYUBaIOCh OT BOITHEHHUS.

IToegunok?!

Kaxk on mor! 9To xke... 3a rpaHbio! MoryT OBITH XKEPTBHI, paHeHbIe!
Boxe MuaocepoHEN, TOIHKO PAaHEHBIX €11 He XBaTallo...

YTto oH BooOIIEe TBOPUT?!!

CrpamHo OBLIIO YBUIETh KPOBb U cCMepTh. OCO3HaBaTh, YTO OHA BCeMy 3ToMy BHHOH. [loueMy B aTOM
0e3yMHOM MUpe MyKUYHHHI BCeTHla BCe pellaioT cuioi?! BMecTo Toro, 4ToOHI. ..

Kak Ha3Jj10, BCe BpeMsI mOMafasuCh JIIOAM, O YEM-TO CIIpaluBaiu. A el 061510 He go Toro! [To6panack oo
OalllHM ¥ Jake He 3allbiXajach, B30eras Mo JIECTHUIIE BBEPX.

Brickouusa Ha CTEeHYy, HIlla B3rJIsAO0M, IIBITAasACh PA3ridgeThb, YTO IIPOUMCXOOUT B TOH ToJIUee Ha HOH'BeSJIHOﬁ
mopore.

A Tam He pa3oOpaTh — Kyua. Bce cmemanocs, BcagHUKY, IIelllle, KakKue-TO OBe II0BO3KHU.
Boxe, Hy roe ou?! I'me 9TOT HEBO3MOXKHBIN, TBEPHOJIOOEIH... UTO oH 3aTesan? 3AYEM?!
— I'me? — prikHysa M3abemna.

— Mu... mune... Munepnu, tam... yopdd, — ese BrmaBUiIa MOYTEeHHas faMa, 3aKaThBasd rjiasa, u
obeccueHo MaxHyJla pyKOH BIPaBo.

W TyT OHaA HaKOHEI] ero yBUena.

kekok

HaBepHoe, OHUM CMOTPENUCH HEeNerno TaM CPefay I[BETOB. A BIIpouyeM, KaKas pa3Huila. TaM ObIJI0 POBHO U
IIPOCTOPHO, OCTaJIbHOE ceruac BoIHOBasio HopbepTra MeHbIlIe BCEro.

Pentenue GUTHCSI, BO3HUKIIIEE CIIOHTAHHO, OBLIIO MPUHSATO 6€30roBOPOYHO. M 0HO Ka3aloCh eOIUHCTBEHHO
MIPaBUILHLIM. [IPpakKoH BHYTPH HETO C PEBOM TPebGoBaJl OTCTOSThH CBOE IIPAaBO Ha HapedYeHHYI0. A MyK4YWHa
IIPOCTO HEe MOT HHaue.

OH maxe MBICJM HE MOT OOIYCTUTh, YTO YCTYIHUT ee KoMy-T0. U Bce ke, yOUBaTh WJIU KAJIEYUTh CTAPUHY
Kapna on Toxke He cobupancsi. HopbepT UcHbITEBAN K 3TOMY (aTy BIOJHE OPYyKeCKUe YyBCTBa.

Ho ToT ke ynepcs kak Gapan! [la elle u IIBITAJICS HOCTATh €r0 CJIOBAMHU.

Kaxpnoe HamoMHUHAHHE O TOM, YTO OH yKe He B CBOEM IIPaBe, PAaCTPAaBJISIJIO €T0 PAaHEHOE CaMOI0He U
yIIeMIEeHHYI0 MyKCKYIO0 TOPAOCTh. OMHAKO OMYCTUTHCS MO TOTO, YTOOH! 3aTHIKaTh JInHAOoCcCKOro HopbepT
He MOoT. ITO OBIIO HUKEe ero JOCTOWHCTBA.

OcTaBaJioCh TONMBKO MIPETOAaTh Pa30lIeqIIeMyCs TepIoTy YPOK.

O6a TIPOIIITK Ha 3apOCIIyIO XKeJITHIMU IIBeTaMU TOJISHY ¥ BCTaIX APYT MMPOTUB APYTa, BEITAINB MEYH.
— Kaps, B mociiequuil pa3 mpefarai, youpatics oTciona ¢ Borom, — mporosopun HopGepT.

— Cawm ybOupaticss, — He3aMeNJIuTeIbHO OTBETUII TOT.

U c pa3smaxy nomren pyouTts MeuoM. Hop6epT OTKIOHUIICS, JIETKO YOS B CTOPOHY, a JIMHIOCCKOTO, He
paccumTaBIlero CUJy ygapa, cjierka 3aHecyno. UyTb He PacCTSIHYJICS B 9TUX JKEJITHIX IBETOYKAaX.

— He mypu, Kapi, e3xkai goMoi, — ycMexHyncst Hop6GepT, 3aHuMast IO3UIHIO.

— Wnu K uepty! OHa 6GoJbIlle He TBOSI HEBECTA, KaK THI He mouMelnb! — psaBkHyN Kan JIMHOOCCKUN 1 CHOBa
IIOHECCSI Ha HETro C Me4oM HaIllepeBec.

A ero oT 3TUX c110B OYKBaIbHO 000KTJIO IIJITaMeHeM, YTO I'DO3UJIO BHIPBATLCS U3HYTPU.

— Ona MO4! MO4! TTorsn! — 3apsiyan OH.



U c aTOro MOMEHTA IIOIIIe]I COBCEM APYyTrou 0oi. BoamoxHo, HopbepT Gosbille TPEHUPOBAJICS C MEeYaMH, a
MOXKeT, ObIJI CelYac QUKO 30JI, ¥ 9TO yIeCsITepsijio CUJIBEI, HO OH I'OHSJ cTapuHy Kapiia o Bceil mojsiHe U
BaJISIT KaK MaJIbYHUINKY. A IIOM KOHEIl, KOTHa TOT COBCEM 3aIlbIXaJICS M 3aCTHII Ha MTOJIYCOTHYTHIX, IIOTEPSIB
Med, IPUIIEeP ero U IPOIIUIIeNT:

— IlpoBanuBai oTcrofa, IMoHAI?!
— Hpu ko BceM depTsaMm! Hukyma s oTciofia He yeny, moHsi! — 06uKeHHO BEIKPUKHYN Kapii.

OH cobupa’sics mociaTh YIPsIMOTo IPUAYyPKa, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT CIIy4alHO Ma3HyJI B3TJISIAOM IO CTeHaM
3aMKa ¥ yBupmen ee. M Bopyr 3a0bI 0 TOM, YTO XOTEJI CKa3aTh, BCS €r0 CYIIHOCTh PBAHYJIach K HEH. 3amMep
Ha MTHOBEHUE.

Tak cTpaHHO, KaK Oy[ATO OTKJIIOUHUJIOCH U CMa3ajIoCh BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

kokok

O, cBoero OwIBIIETO KeHnxa M3abenna y3Hana cpa3y! Temeps oHa, HaBepHOE, MOTJIa OBl Y3HATh €T0 I'e
YrOOgHO OJae C 3aKPHITEIMU I'JTa3aMu. Takoe pa3mpaXkeHue OH y Hee BeI3bBal! M Bce ke, cHaydasa, Korga
yBUMeJa, KaK OHU CTAaHOBSTCS C MedyaMH Haroso, y Hee cepphlie yIaro.

H3abesia He MOTIa MMOHATH, C KEM OH coOpaJsicst OUTHCSI, He MOTJIa YCIIOKOUTHCS, HE MOTJIa TIOMEIaTh.
XoTesioch 3a0paTh BO BCIO MOIIIb CBOUX JIETKUX, YTOOBI HEMEIEHHO IpekpaTunu. 3abemnna 6ossach, 4To
OHU HaBPeOsT OpPYT OPYTY, CTPAIIHO OLII0 YBUOETH KpoBh. Ho OHa CIIOBHO OHeMeria, TOPJIo CBeJlo, CJIOBa He
BBLIMOJIBUTB, IIOTOMY YTO BHH3Y y2Ke HadaJjiCsi OO,

OmHakKo KpOBaBHEIX paH He HaOII0Oaioch, ¥ ee HEMHOT0 OTIIyCcTuno. M ma, oHa y3Hasia BTOPOTO, 3TO OBINT
repuor Kapn JImagocckuii. Elie ¢ yquBieHueM nomyMaia, TJIssa, Kak KOpoilb ApraiTapa BajsieT ero
CBETJIOCTH IO MOJII0, ero-TO 3aYeM CIofia IOHEeC0?

[ToToM ¥ BOBCE CTaJjio MHTEePeCcHO HabmoaaTs. Hy unTepecHo xke! M3aberna mardayna Buoepeq K maparnery,
4yTOOBI Iy4Ille BUOETDh BCe MOAPOOHOCTH. Y TyT yCibIlIasa, KaK ee rBapaeHIlbl, CTOSIBIINE TYT K€ Ha CTeHe,
TMIOTUXOHBKY BECEJINIIUCD, CIIefs 3a ITI0OeTUHKOM:

— Ham-to kakos, a! I'magu-riasou, Kak oH ero! Ax-xa-xa! One!

Kak pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT ero BenuuecTBO HopOepT ApranTapCKuil CHOBa BHIOUJI ¥ IPOTUBHUKA MEY.
YV Hee rias3a Ha 100 mone3nu OT Bo3MytleHus. Ham?! C Kakux 9TO mop OH Hamr? BoT ete!

A oH Kak Oy[OTO yCJIBIIIaa, IOOHSIJI I'0JIOBY ¥ YCTABHUJICS IIPSIMO Ha Hee.

Ho TyT moGexpnenubi 66110 Kapia JIMHOOCCKKUH PBAaHYJICS Ha HETO KaK HOCOPOT, U YyTh He cHec. OHa
3aOXHYJIaCh OT BOJIHEHUs, BIIEIUBIIKChL B KaMHH IapareTa. OnqHako Hop6GepT BEIPOBHSIJICS, @ IOTOM
MIPOCTO BEHIPYOMJI IPOTUBHUKA, JaB €My MTOACEeYKy. M HamociemoK Haloamaa eMy TUIAIIMS 10 33y MeYOM.

Tepror rpoxXHYJICS Ha3eMb, a ero BenudecTBo HopOGepT ApraHTapCKuil KapTUHHO MOKJIOHUJICS €M, IPUXKaB
PYKY K Ipynu.

H3eberia moKpacHesa ¢ oCagbl ¥ OTBEPHYJIach HeMeJIeHHO. M BOBCe He IIOTOMY YTO ee CHOBA 3aCTyKalu
3a pasTIsigbIBAHUEM ero 0COOGH. A ITOTOMY YTO OHM BHITANITHIBAJIU €€ JII0OUMOe ParcoBoe moJie!

Kusnyna Kapny JInHgocckoMy U ropno yoaauaachk CO CTEHHL.

kksk

DTO 0OKa3asoch YOUBUTEIIBHO 6onpHO. Korma onHa OTBEPHYJIAaCh OT HETO U KHUBHYJIA Kapny, a II0TOM yIllja,
TaK U He B3I'JIIHYB B €Ir0 CTOPOHY.

Kaxk ykoJ B rpyab.

JIMHJOCCKM BO3UJIICS, CUJISICh TOOHSATHCsI, HOPOGepT IpOTAHYII eMy DPYKY.

— Yeaxkati, Kaps, — nporoBopus, pepIBKOM B3OepruBasi ero Ha HOT'H.

— U He mopymaro, — GYPKHYJ TOT, HO yKe 6e3 IpexKHeTo 3aralia, U3 YUCTOrO YIPSMCTBA.

Hop6epT He OTBETHIJI, IIPOCTO YIIIeJI, ciinbass KOHUYMKOM Meda XKeJIThe COLIBETHUSA.
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Co ctenrl M3abemna yiia opsMo B KabuHeT 1 TaM... O, KaK oHa Kunejia rHeBoM! A 4TOOH el He OOUHOKO
TaMm OBIJIO THEBATHCSI, B KaOMHETe MPUCYTCTBOBau MacTtep bnaut u negu Kaprusi. Mar CKpoMHO MoJT4al,
He3aMeTHO 3aKaThIBas I'Jla3a U IIOKAIJINBas B KyJIaK, a IOYTeHHAas JaMa I'POMKO B3OhIXajla U BCe
IIOPHIBajIaCh BHITAIIUTD M3 IIOTAHHOT0 KapMaHa HIOXaTeIbHYI0 COJIb.

Ho KHSA2XKHY B TOT MOMEHT ogo0HBIE MEIOYM He BOJTHOBAJIH.

E¥ mpocTo M0-HOBOMY OTKDPLIUIUCH BCE IIPEJIECTU UX «0CaXKIEHHOI'0 IT0JI0KEeHUsI». DTO ObLI ee oM, ee
KpernocTs. EqUHCTBEHHOE MeCTO, TTle OHa MOorJjla 4YyBCTBOBaTh cebs B 6e3omacHocTu. OHa 37eCch X034HKa.
Ee npaBuna! EE npaso.

A uTo Tenepnb? Temeps HopOepT ApranTepacKuii IIyCTUJI KOPHU TYT, IePe BOPOTaMHU, HATJIO IIOIHUpasi ee
TPaHUlIb, Ja ellle ToeOuHKU ycTpauBaeT! He 1M0o3BOIsIET TOCTSM IIOTIAaCTh B 3aMOK, KakK OyATO 3TO ero
3eMJIsI U OH UMeeT KaKoe-TO IIpaso.

BrpouewMm, uTo rpexa TauTh, Mi3abena celiyac MeHbBIIIE BCET0 X0Teja BumeTh roctei. HO! KakoBo et 65110
y3HaThb, YTO COOCTBEHHEBIE ITOAHAaHHBIE MIPOSBISIOT CUMIIATHIO K 3aXBaTUuKy? «Ham»?! Ymy He
IOCTUKUMO!

OueBUOHO, OHa CKa3aja 3TO0 BCIIyX. 3p${.

— Ax, munenu Mzabemnsa, — MOJTUTBEHHO CJIOXKHUIIA PyKHu negu Kaprm{. — OTO BCero auilib MYy2KCKas
COTUOAaPHOCTB, ITIOBEPBTE.

— Ia, munenu. YMecTHee OBLIO OB CKa3aTh, UYTO TYT UMEET MECTO CIIOPTUBHBIN UHTEPEC, — YKIJIOHYUBO
BuIgan bmaHT.

— U BHI TyOa xke?!

— 4? — moBen GPOBSIMHU 3TOT MyKYHHA C JEMOHHUYECKON BHEIITHOCTBHIO U ITOKJIOHUJICS. — 4 LIeTUKOM U
IIOJTHOCTHIO 3a cropT. Ho B Hamux MHTEpecax.

— B Hamux nHTEpecax? — BEIPBAJIOCH V Hee.

Mar yze Ob1710 coOpaics OTBETUTD, HO B 3TO BPeMs IBEePh B KaOMHET OTKPHIJIACh U Ha IIOPOTe ITOSBUIICS
YIIPaBISAOIIUN.

— ¢ He moMernan?

— Bxopurte, I'puen, — 6ypkHyna M3abenna, ycaxkuBasiCh 3a CTOJI. — YTO BH MOXKETe CKa3aTh?
— Munenu, — 60Opo Hayajl OH. — Y HaC 3aMedaTe IbHbIe HOBOCTH!

Hagepnoe, cexkynny M3abenna nmpuxoausa B ce0si, IOTOM 3aKphljia I'1a3a PyKOH U CIIPOCHUIA:
— OTO BHI 0 YeM celidac?

Hert, ecnu ctanoBumie 3a BOpPOTaMU CHUMETCA U yfIJIeT, 9T0, KOHEYHO, MOXKHO ObIJI0 OBl Ha3BaTh xopomeﬁ
HOBOCTBIO, HO el II049eMy-TO He BEPHUJIOCh B TAKO€ CHaCThe.

— Hy xax xke, munenu M3abea, 3To Ke MyX)X4YuHB! Pa3ropsiueHHble TypHUPOM. MM e Hago OymeT
OTHPa3mHOBATH OOy, WK YTOIUTH B BUHE TOPeYh ITOpaXKeHus!

— N? 4 He no¥iMy, K UYeMy BBl KJIOHUTE?

— OOHy MHUHYTY, KX-KXMMM, — YIIPaBIISIOMKE BCTAJ B 03y U MPOKAILIAICSA. — To, 4TO ceryac y Ha
ceifyac 3a BOPOTAMH, ONWH B OOWH HAIlOMUHAET OOBLIYHEIN BOEHHHIHN jlarepb. A 3a BOGHHLIM jlarepeM Bceraa
cnenyioT 0003 ¥ MAapKUTAHTHI!

H3zabemnna HaXMypHIacCh, IIOHUMAadA, 9YTO HUTH OT HEee IIOTUXOHBbKY YCKOJIb3aeT.

— YTo BHEL XOTUTE CKa3aTh? MHI Ke B JII000M ClIydae OKa3blBaeM 3THUM 0co0aM, — OHa IIOMOPIIUIACh. —
T'ocTenpuuMcTBO?

kkk
CBOMM TOHKHWM KOHOMHUYECKHUM YyTheM [ PHEH IOHSJI, YTO MOMEHT celyac Hambosiee mogxonoamui. [Toka

KHsI2KHa CJIeTKa Oe30pUeHTHUPOBaHa, jerdye OyneT moOUTHCS OT Hee coryacus. [Ipoiencs Mo KOMHATe U
Haya:



— Bot umenno, munenu! Botr umeHHO! MBI OKa3blBaeM IrOCTEIPUMMCTBO B Pa3yMHEIX IIpefesax. 1o ecTs, B
OOCTaATOYHBIX. A BOT BCE, 4YTO CBEPX TOTO...!

On BCKHUHYJI BBEPX YKa3aTeHbHLIfI IIajien, Iog4YepPKHuBas BaXXKHOCThb I/IH(I)OpMaI_II/II/I.

— M&EI 0THaguM pacropsizKeHne YCTPOUTh epeiBHUXKHBIe TTOXOOHBIe JTaBKH, B KOTOPHIX OyeT IpoaaBaThCs
BCe, YTO MOXKET B JAHHOH CUTYAIUM BHI3BATh IOBHIIIEHHBIM HHTEPEC Y MYKYHNH, IPUBBLIKIINX HU B YEM
cebe He 0TKa3kBaTh. AJIKOTOJIb, TabaK, JeIMKATeCH U IIpoYee, YTO OLIBAET BOCTPEOOBAHO B IOTOOHBIX
CUTyallusX, TTOKPOIOT BCE HAIIIM PACXOOBI U MMPUHECYT OTITUYHYIO TPUOBIIE!

U 3T0 emie moOpHIi yIPaBISIONIUE yMOJT9as O TOM, KakKue 3aKJIIo4aTcs cTaBku! Bopouem, Kak pa3 00
39TOM KHSIXKHe 3HaTh OBIJIO He 00513aTeIbHO.

kkk

Y HMzabennwl cjerka OTBHCIIA YEIIOCTh.

— Ho kak xe... MBI Xke...?

— He BomnyiiTecs, Munegu. Bce yxKe MpoayMaHO MHOIO IO MeJIOYe.

OHa npuIlypuiIach U IIpou3Hecna:

— Ho I'pueH, Bemb 0603, Kak BBl TOBOPUTE, 3TO HE TOJIBKO MapPKUTAHTHI, HO H...

H3BecTHOE [eno, YTO TBOPUTCS BCerga Ha TaKUX ITOMOWKAaX, KOTa MYKYHHBI BEIPHIBAIOTCS Ha cBoOOmy!

— KxMMmM, Musniequ, — yIpaBasSOIIUE IPUTIAAUII JILICUHY. — CYHUTaNTe, YTO 3TO IpEeKpacHas
BO3MOXKHOCTB IIOCMOTPETH Ha HAINUX rocTel B HedhopMalbHON 00CTaHOBKE U BHISICHUTH, KTO U3 HUX
criocob6eH XpaHUTh BaM BEpHOCTb. CBOEro pona TecT.

BepHocTs? OH BooOG11ie 3HaeT, 4To 3TO Takoe?! OH GymeT xpaHUTH BepHOCTH?! Xa-xa! XoTresna Ov OHa Ha
9TO IOCMOTPETH!

H3abenne BOpyTr BCIOMHHUIIOCH, KaK K Hel B IIOCJIEIHUI Beuep Ha 6aly B ApraHTape HOOOIIIN T IBe
KpacaBHIIb, TIOOOBHHUIIEI €T0 BEJIMYECTBA, U IPEeAJIOKMIIN el BCTaTh B 0UYepenb, YTOOH IOMNacThb B €T0
IIOCTENb.

Ona noTtepra 106 ¥ MpaYHO yCMEeXHYJ1ach:
— Hy uto %, I'prueH, npoBoguTe CBOU TECT.

U nmopHsnack, 4TOOB YiiTH. Y2Ke B IBEPSIX, OHA BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO XOTeNa IMonpocuTh biianTa 06 ogHOM
BeIIH, HO IIOTOM PEITria OTI0XKUTh 9TOT Pa3roBOP M0 yTpa.

kekok

[To6uThiéi cTapuHua Kapi Tamumiacst c3agu, 00MKEHHO COoTst, M 4TO-TOo OyO6HMI cebe mom HOc. YTo-TO po
YIIEPTOTO IIpUAypKa, HE XKeJlalllero Ipu3HaBaTh OYeBUIHEIE BEIIN.

Ia! HopbGepT He xKenaj Ipu3HaBaTh!

Ho ona ero pa3ma3zajia ogHUM B3riasggoM. OOHUM IIOBOPOTOM T'OJIOBEI. M1 BMECTO YyBCTBa 3aKOHHOM ITOOEIBI
OH OIIyIIaJl CagHSIee ONyCTOIIEeHUE.,

Crapuna Kapn, ecTecTBeHHO, HUKya He yexaJll, yIpsIMBIH 4epT. 3a0uIICs B CBOIO IIOBO3KY U CHUIEI TaM,
HaA[yTHIM Ha HEro KakK MBIIIb Ha Kpymy. Hop6GepTy cetiuac 6v110 meBaTh. KoM pa3gpakeHus, rTopedu u
oOuabl Bce OpomuiI B HEM, BOpOUasiCs B IPyau. A Ha odepenu OB ellle OOUH XKepeOYUK, PBABIIUNCS B
cTouo, aToT xisi Jle Opys.

— A BBHI, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, — SITIOBUTO OCBemoMHuIICS ¥ Hero HopGepT. — BEHI Bce ellle HacTanBaeTe Ha CBOEM
TIpaBe BOCIIOIh30BATHCS MTOTyYEeHHBIM IPUTIAIIeHHeM U IIPOeXaTh 10 3TOM [Opore B 3aMOK?

Ecnu 4ecTHO, OH TOJIBKO U K[aJl, YTO TOT BCTAHET B m03y. Y Torma y Hero 6511 6B TPEKPACHBIA ITOBOT
MIPOMHMCATh MAJIbYUIIKE TAKUX YePTeH, YTOOH TOT JIeTell. HUKyHOa He CBopaduBasi, IPsMO OO caMoro Jle
Opys. OgHako ero cMa3auBasi CBETJIOCTD, IIOIy4YuB hopMaibHOe IPUTJIallleHue Ha II0eIUHOK, IPOSBUIL
3aBUOHYIO PACCYIUTENbHOCTS.

— O, Hert, 6arofiapio, Ballle BeTUUYECTBO, — BHIAAJ OH, U3SAIIHO TTOKITOHUBIINCE. — I HE CIIelIy U C
YOOBOJBCTBUEM 3a€PXKYCh 3[ECE.

— IIpsamo 3gech? — € mocafoy YTOYHUII KOPob ApraHTapa, NoHKUMasi, YTO X0polllas apaka, KoTopas Obla



€My TakK HeO6XOJII/IMa, OTKJIagbIBa€TCs.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT ero BHUMaHHe OTBJIEKJIO IBUXKeHue CO0Ky. HopGepT TyT 2Ke pa3BepHYJICS, U IIOIIe]
BBLISICHSITh, YTO IPOUCXOIUT.

Oxka3zaJjiochk, ToKa OHU CO cTapuHo¥ KapnoM Maxaim MedaMu Ha PAIriCOBOM IIOJIE, PSIOOM C €T0 JilarepeM
BO3HHKJIO MHOT'O 4ero. B 4aCcTHOCTH, yCIIeJii IIOCTABUTH €llle ABE MajlaTKU U OOUH OOJIBIIOH maTep. A u3
mraTpa CJIMIIKOM CO0JIa3HUTEIbHO MaxJjIo efoi, YTOOH 3TO MOKHO OBIJI0 UTHOPUPOBATh. ET0 BETMYECTBO
HaXMYyPHJICS ¥ HEOBOJIBHO ILIKHYJ CKBO3b 3yOBI, HO TIOCTIe YIIPaXXHEHUH C MEYOM eCTh XOTEJIOCh 3BEPCKH,
a ete GOJIBIIE BHIIIUTE.

[TpakTHyecKku cpaly B IIaTep NOATAHYJICA U cepnuThiii Kapsn JIMHOOCCKUY, CiefoM 3a HUM CIIyCTS Kakoe
BpeMs Tyda Ke noxamnosai u repuor Jle Opys.

kkk

A 6nuxe K Beuepy K 3aMKy IIOAbexas elle OOuH I'OCTh.
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HempusTHOe cocTosiHME, KOTHa y Te6s1 U3 IMOJ HOT BRIOWIN MOYBY. XOTEIOCH IIPOCTO 3aJI€3Th B IIOCTEJIE,
VKPBITLCSI C TOJIOBOM ¥ CIIaTh, TOKa IMpobJieMa He UCYe3HEeT caMa co60i. BOoT TonbKo mogo6HoM citabocTu
H3abesnna He Moria cebe MO3BOJIUTE.

UM He MorJa II03BOJIUTE KOMY-TO OaBUTh Ha cebs. OOuH pas3 M0o3BoJIKiIa, XBaTuT. He mobequTs eMy ee, He
3amyraTh, He BEIHYIuTh. Hu-KoT-ma.

Ycranocts... Ho Bce ke, Kak ObI OHA HU Oblyla U3MOTAaHa 3TUM SMOIIMOHAJIBLHEIM BCIJIECKOM, M3aberia He
IoJIe3Jia B IIOCTENb cpenau 6ena gHs. [IpocTo MOTOMY 4YTO He cMorjia Ol cuaTh. OHA BEIIPOBOOUIIA
Menuccy. Bor kamepucTKke Kak pa3 OBIJI0O 0YEeHb HHTEPECHO U BeCeJio HaOmoaaTh 3a TBOPUBIIUMCS
cHapyxku 6e306pa3ueM, Bce YIIK IPOXKYyKKaja... A caMa BHTSHYIACh Ha CIIMHE ITOBEPX ITOKPHIBaia U
MIPUKPBIIA JTOKTEM JI00.

I'nmymo Tak Bce. U Taxkesno Ha gymie. K ToMy Xe ellle u omyleHre HEIIPaBUJIBHOCTH.
Hy moueMy Bce 3TO HOJIKHO OaBUTH €M Ha IICUXUKY?

Bot kakoro uepra?! [loueMy OHa OOJI?KHA UCIILITHIBAThH U3-3a HETO KaKUe-TO HEIIOHATHEIE YIPhI3eHU
coBecCTHu?

Bce mesio B HeOORYHOCTH cuTyauuu. HaBepHOe, OHA CITHUIIKOM HOJITO JKHJIa 0 KaKOH-TO IPorpaMMe.
H3zabesna MpauyHo YCMeXHYJIach, IBIINIACh Ha ITOJIKE B OKMOaHUM BOCTPeOOBaHMUS, KaK 3ajieKajbii ToBap
B JIaBKe.

Hert. 3anexansiMm ToBapoMm M3abenna ce6st KaTeTOpuYeCcKu He cuuTasia. [IpocTo, OHA IOYTH TT0JIOBUHY
KUW3HM 3HAaJla, 4YTO e¥ MPEeICTOUT BHIMTH 3aMyXK 3a HopOGepTa Aprantapckoro. M 6e3 Beibopa. Bece. IToTomy
4YTO ee OTeIl laJl CoTrjlacue Ha 3TOT Opak.

A cetiuac Y Hee IIOABUJICA BI:I60p. U ona He 3Ha/a, 4YTO C 3TUM AenaTh!

BriepBrIe B )KM3HU UCITBITHIBaAlIa HEYBEPEHHOCTh. ['0TOBa ObIjIa IPSATATHCS 3a 3aKPHITHIMU BOPOTaMH,
WJITIO3UIO TOTOBA Oblyla HamsmuTh! CpriBasiach Ha cBOuX Oimu3kux. OTKyma BooOIle TPEBOTa, pasmpakeHue?
Ei ke, 10 umee, MOIXKHO OBITHL 6€3PA3MUYHO, YEM 3aHSITHI BCE 3TH MYXKYUHBI TaM, 3a CTEHO.

9TOT myxkuuHa. PazgpazkeHne KOHIIEHTPUPOBAJIOCh BOKPYT HETO.

YTOo OH, MPOSBUBIINI ce6sT CHavasla PABHOOYIIIHKIM YyJOBUIIEM, TEIIEPH CO CTOJIb JKE UYTOBUIITHLIM
YIIOPCTBOM IIBITAETCS €M JOoKa3aTh? 3aueM OH, 4epT Ovl ero mobpars, TOPYUT y Hee 3a BopoTamu? OHa
MeIJIeHHO BBIIOXHYJA, pa3dyBas IIeKu, U 3aKphija rinas3a. Hafo Bce-Taku MOMBITAaThCS MOHATEL. Y Tpexe
BCETO BBISICHUTD, IOYEMY €€ OTEeI] COTJIaCHUJICS Ha 3TOT Opak.

Benb meWCTBUTENBHO, CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO CTPAHHOTO.

Bce pemmiiock Kak-TO CIUIITKOM OBICTPO. U ee matia, Bcerfia TaKO¥ ITPaBUILHBINA U 00CTOSTEIbHEIM KHSI3b
Bepuxapf, HU CIIOBOM He 0OMOJIBUJICS, IIPOTECTA He BRIPA3UJI, UTO XKEHUX MCUE3, U C KOHIaMu. JIagHo,
KOTZIa OHA ObLTa MEBOYKOM, HO moToM? A maTymka? Jlemu CeBepuHa, €CNIU €# YTO-TO HEe HPABUJIOCH, HE
CTEeCHsIJIaCh Ha3bIBaTh BEIM CBOMMM MMEHAMH, a TYT MaTyIIKa HU pa3y gaxke He Bo3MyTuiack. Hy He
BCIIOMHMHAET XXEHUX 0 Hel, 3HaYuT, TaK U Hafo.

Ho rnaBHas CTPaHHOCTh — HHMKAKMHX IIMCbEMEHHEIX CBUOETEJILCTB. Hukakux OOroBOPOB, BCe€ BOT TakK, Ha
cnoB0??? [ToOpadYHLIM HOTOBOP OHA COCTAaBJIsiia caMa, HY, u ['peH momor, koHeuHo. U kcratu, HopbGepT
ApraHTapCKuil TOT OJOTOBOP IIOANHKCAI. He TJIAOA, YTO TOXKe HeloHATHO. Kak? B KoHIle KOHIIOB,
IIJIaHUPOBAJICA JII/IHaCTI/I‘{eCKI/Ifl 6paK, a B 9THUX CJIy4dasiX OrOBapuBaA€TCs BCE, BIIJIOTH OO IIBE€Ta I'Jla3
HaCJIEOHUKOB.

B npencraBnennu M3abemnmbl AUHACTHUYECKUH Opak IIPoCTO 00s3aH ORI IPUHOCUTD 000I0IHYIO BEITOOY
rocygapcTBaM. A Kakasi BBIT'Ofa Morjia ObITh OT 3TOro Opaka y CaBoctun? KpomMme TOTo, 4TO OHHU
TIOPOAHUIUCH OB C 60TATHIM M CUJIBHBEIM cocemoM? O6IIeM-To, HUKaKou. Y y2K TOYHO HUKAKOHN BHITOOBI OT
aToro 6paka He MOrjo ObTh Aprantapy. OHa HaxMypuJIach, BCIOMHUHAS BCE T€ HEIPUSTHLIE MOMEHTEL €€
npebBIBaHUS B 3aMKe KeHuxa. B 0cO6OEHHOCTH yTPO CBaIbObI.

...Cpasy nocsie 8eHUaHUs1 8bl OMNpPaAsumMecs 8 yeOuHeHHbll 3aMoK U nocudume mam nod npucmompom 0o
mex nop, NoKa He 8blACHAMCA NOC/Ae0CMmaus...

...A nomom 8vl BepHemecw Ko 08opy u 6ydeme secmu cebsi mak, Kak NO/JA0HCEHO...
Ero ToH, Bce 3Tu Konkue ciaosa. HO.

Bens on II0O03p€eBaAJl €eé B HEBEPHOCTHU, 1 TEM HEe MEHee, TOTOB OBITT 2KEeHUTBhCsA, HE CMOTPA HU Ha 4YTO.



CnuIkoM yK OBICTPO ¥ YBEPEHHO IIPO3BYYAlIO ero «aax».
H3abeia IpocTo OTKa3kBajlach IOHUMATh, 3a9eM OHa 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY HyXKHaA.

U BOpyT v Hee MeJbKHYJIa moragka. HeodopMieHHas, KaKOM-TO 0OPHIBOK MBICSIH. TOT COH PO CTapyIio
KapTUHHYIO ranepelo. Torma oHa He IIpuiala CHY HEKaKOT0 3HaYeHUs, ITocuuTasa 6penoM, a Ternephb 9TO
TaK CTPaHHO Pe30HMPOBajo B co3HaHuu. Kak OyAToO OHa Ha BEPHOM IIYTH.

OHa pe3Ko IoJHSach U HallpaBUIach NPSIMUKOM B KapTUHHYIO rajiepero.

kokok

B mro6om yBazkamIeM cebs CTapoM 3aMKe MMEeeTCs TaKoe 3a0bIToe MOMeIlleHHEe, B KOTOPOM XPaHsITCsI
TIOPTPETHI IPEeIKOoB. [ToceIanT 3T0O MECTO KpaliHe peKo, KakK IIPaBUIIO0, C 1[eJIbi0 MOOaBUTh K KOJIJIEKITUU
BaXKHBIX JTUKOB erle oguH. 60 3mech cobpaHa BCS ceMelHas UCTOPUS.

Xponuku KHsIKecTBa CaBOCTHS BOCXOOWIN CBOMMH KOPHSIMHU aX K IIpaBJieHuo camoro IlenmuHa [[IuHHOTO.
HMIMEeHHO IIPU TOM JIETEHAAPHOM KOPOJIE UX MPENOK JIOPH XbIOTEPT MOJIYYUI TUTYJI KHA35 3@ TO, YTO
MIPUKPBII COO0M KOPOJISt B CPpaXkeHuu. A 9TO KaK-HUKAK, CEMb BEKOB C TUITHUM. COOTBETCTBEHHO, U
rajiepesi IPeOKOB B 3aMKe Obljla BeCcbMa 00mIupHas u crtapas. Ha HEKOTOPHIX MOPTPETAX JIaK TaK IMOTEMHE]T
¥ PacTPECKAJICS, YTO U JIUIL IOYTH He pa3o6paTs.

Pa3zymeeTcs, TaM OBbLT ¥ MOPTPET caMo¥ M3aberibl, COelaHHbIN B TOT I'OM, KOTOa e UCIIOJIHUIIOCH
BOoceMHaAIaTh. Buces 6/1mKe BCero K BXOQHOM OBEPH, OHA METbKOM CKOJIb3HYJa IO HEMY B3TJISIIOM.
PssmomM OBINTM MOPTPETHI OTIIa ¥ MaTyInKu, M3abesna B3OOxXHyIa, IO Ha HUX. 3aJepKaaach Ha MUT U
IIpolilyia JaJjibllle, BIISOBIBAsICh 10 XOOY ABUXKEHMS B IHIla Ha KapTUHAX U MBITAsCh BCIOMHUTD, YTO
UMEHHO BUejla B TOM CHe.

Ona yxKe [oIIia IOYTH [0 CaMOI'0 KOHIIa CTapoii TajliepeH, YBellaHHOU ITopTpeTaMu, U Bce He To... Y BOpyT
rJ1a3 3allelniICs 3a 3HAaKOMYIO AeTajlb. A CepAle eKHYJI0 — OHO.

Ho uTo oHO? Y6et#t Bor, M3abenia He BuAeaa B 9TOM KapTHHE HUUYET0 HeoOLYHOro. [Ipa-nmpa-mpa... OHa
yKe He 3Hajla, POOCTBEHHUIEH B KAKOM KOJIEHE e MPUXOOuIach u300paxKeHHasi Ha IOTEMHEBIIEM OT
BpPEMEHM MOJIOTHE KEeHIIWHA. TaM U JINIa-TO MOYTH He OBIJIO0 BUOHO, a ITOJI MOXKHO OBIJIO OTIPEHNESIUTh YUCTO
VCJIOBHO — TIO OofiekAe. XOTs, B T€ BpeMeHa ofiekaa...

[TouTH BIJIOTHYIO PSIAOM C HEU BHCENH €llle KaKre-TO IOPTPETHI JaJleKuX NIPegKoB B jI1aTaX, C OMHOU
CTOPOHEI U C Apyroi. M3abesia CKIIOHUIACh K CaMOM KapTHUHE U, IBITasICh MOHSITh, 3aYeM 3TO el CHUIIOCH,
U IIpOBeJia PYKOU II0 XOJICTY.

CBeua, KOTOPYIO OHA fepzKaja B PyKe, TYT Ke IOTYX/a, a ee Kak OyATO YTO-TO TOJIKHYJIO B crinHy. OHa
TIOKAQYHYJIaCh U CIIy4alHO OIepsiach PYKOH O TSXKEIyo pamMy. Pa3garncst CKPHII, KYCOK CTEHHI,
OKa3aBIINNCS 3aMaCKUPOBAHHOM ABEPHIO, TIOHAJICS TIOf ee PyKoi, u M3abea mpoBaaniach B TEMHOE
MIPOCTPAHCTBO.
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B mepBEIl MOMEHT, KOTAa OKa3ajiach Ha MOJIy B OTAaWHOM KOMHaTe, OB I0K. [IoTOM OHa HEMHOTO
YCIIOKOUJIACh, TPSAXHYJIA PYKOM, ropsa4Yuil BocK 06xker nanbiel. HenmpusitHo. K ToMy XKe, HU4Yero He BUIHO.
Ho XKankux Kpox ee Maruu J0JI2KHO OBIJIO XBAaTUTh [AJIsI, YTOOHI CO3[aTh MaJIeHbKUM CBETIISIK. 3aXKriia
CBedYy, CTaJIO CBETJIEE, TEIIEPh MOXKHO OBIJI0 OCMOTPETHCS.

[ToratiHasi KOMHaTa OblJIa MaJeHbKOM, TPUMEPHO IISITh IIIaTrOB HA IeCTh. [[MChMEHHBINU CTOMI y CTEHHI, CTYII.
Ha cTomne noncBeyHUK, cBeuu B HeM. FIMeNnuch TyT ¥ NHUCbMEeHHbIe IPUHAIIEXKHOCTHU. Y IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOMN
CTEHBI CTOSJI CTeJUIaX, Ha ero IoJIKax Jiexkalld CBUTKY nepramenTa. OOHU COBCEM OPeBHUE, OPYTHE...

006 aToM moTaHOM KaOMHETHUKE OHa MOHSTHUS He uMesa. M3abena 3aXKriia CBe4YHd B IMOJICBEYHUKE, U
mmojonuia K crennaxy. HekoTopoe Bpemsi CTOs1JIa, HE pelIasiCb KOCHYTHCS, IIOTOM B3siJIa C ITOJIKK CBUTOK.
Crana npocMaTpuBaTh OOWH, OPYTou, emle U emle. Ho Korga pa3BepHyja ClIeOyIOUIu. ..

— Ax BOT OHO 4uTO!!? — B cepamax BhIIanuniia OHA.

[ITBrIpHYyJIa CBUTOK Ha CTOJI ¥ BhLUIETENIa U3 IOTaWHOM KOMHATHI.
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Boxe, KakK 9T0 On1710... O6UOHO!

X0oTenoch B3Th €r0 3a IPYAKH, TPSIXHYTh KaK CIeOyeT U CIIPOCUTh:
— Tak BOT u3-3a 4ero Bce?!

U pacxoxoTaTbCs eMy B JIUIIO.

I'mymo!

Ona YZXKe IIpoMYasiaCh IIOYTH IIOJIOBUHY rajiepeu, U TOJIBKO IIOTOM BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO HE 3alliepjia OBEPh B
HOTafIHYIO KOMHATYy. Hapo BEPHYTBLCA, 3aKPHITh. Hapo BEPHYTH BCE€ KakK OBIIO. HOTOMY YTO OHa
BlapieTenbHas KHsIxKHa CaBoCTHUH, qgepT 1'[066pI/I, U IIPUBEBIKJIA K OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU U HOpHJIKy!

N3zabesnna 3aMepra, cKUMas KyJlaKu, TOBEPHYJach U MOIIa Hadafd. To, YTO XpaHUIJIOCH B 9TOM TaWHUKE,
OBIJIO CITHUIIIKOM IIEHHO, YTOOB OPOCUTH BCE TaK, Ha IIPOU3BON CyObObl. BepHysla Ha MECTO CBUTKH,
3aracuia CBEeYH.

[ToToM cTajla 3aKPHLIBATh ITOTANHYIO MBEPD, CKPHITYIO ITIOPTPETOM IIpa-pa-nmpababku B 4epT ero 3HaeT,
KaKOM MOXHaTOM KojeHe. "[IpekpacHyio nenu 3cTenb", KOTOPOU TOoXKe KOoraa MOCYaCTINBUIOCH BRIUTH
BTOPBLIM OPaKOM 3a OMHOT0 U3 APraHTapCKHUX, OTTyHa, OKa3bIBAETCs, U MOIIENI BECh 3TOT IIPOKJISATHIHM ChIpP-
6op. ITogymaTts Tonmeko! CeMmbcoT Jiet! dpocTHEIN cMex ayimun M3abenny cTouso e 06 3TOM BCIIOMHUTB.

OnHa yKe 3aKOHYMJIa, KOT{la C3aqy pa3fajicsd BCKpUK. M3abesa 4yTh He MOACKOYNIa OT HEOXKUTaHHOCTH.
— Munenu, U3abenna! TaMm eme... TaM... — IOCJIBIIIAJICS B3BOJIHOBAHHEIN I'OJIOC.
I'puen. OHa ob6epHYIACE.

YV cTaporo yrnpasisoilero OblI omapalieHHbi Bun. OH pacTepsIHHO CMOTPEJNT Ha MOPTPEeT, Ha [Bepb, U
HeJIeIllo B3MaxXxuBaJjl pyKaMu. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3aCThIJI, TIPUKPHIB POT JIaJOHbIO.

— Bu1 3Hanmu? — cupocuia M3abernna.
Ee ynpaBngiomuii MpoKaIIsica U IIOIpaBUl BOPOTHUK.

— ¢ mpepmonaran, MANEIn, — MyKYHHa CKPUBUJICS, KaK GyITO CTIaTHIBAJl OTPOMHBIN KOTIOUNY KOM. —
YTo B meHb, KOrOa ero BenuuecTBo HopbepT ApranTapcCKuii mpuexasl CBaTaTh Bac, MUIenu, ObII IIOOIIHNCAaH
HEeKui norosop. Y ellle pasHoe... KXMMM... Ho MeHsI ITpu 9TOM He GFIJIO.

— OTnuuyHo! — nmpobGopMoTaia OHa IIPo ceds U molllyia IIPoYhb.

A cTapuK 3a Hel, CIIOBHO U He OBIJIO 3TOM TEMBI, IOTHAJ €€ U HayaJl, 3arjIagblBasi B JIUIO:

— Munepu! Tam npuOkHII elle OOUH I'oCTh. Y1 MHe KaXKeTCsI, YTO Ha3peBaeT HOBHIM ITOEIUHOK.
OH OKpyTNI I'/la3a U MPUOTKPHIJI POT, OXKHUIAs €e Peakluio.

— OTO IIPOCTO UyHecHo! — psaBKHYya M3aberna.

Onsate! Kak ke OHUM [JOCTalIu ee C 3TUMHU CBOMMH noenvHkaMmu! Ee IpsiMo pacnupasno OT BO3MYIIEHUS,
JKEHCKOM OOMOEI U 3JIOCTH.

IToemuuoK, 3HaunTt?! Xopoiuo! OHa CHOBa IOJHAIAChE HA CTEHY.
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TawMm B mIaTpe, rae HaKpPHIJIM CTOJMH OJIS TOCIIOA «TrocTel», 00CTaHOBKA CHavasa Obljla KpaliHe HaTSHYTOM.
Bo3nyx 3BeHeN HanpsKeHUeM, XOTh TOIIOP Belal. MyKYWHEl YCTPOUIUCH KaXIbIM B CBOEM YTIIy, €JIH,
HACTOPOXKEHHO Pa3TIsifblBasi OAPYT Opyra UCIOOI00bs.

Ho go6Gpoe BuHO crenano cBoe Oeso, U Bckope JInHmocckuii pasroBopuics. [laxe Jle Opys cOU3BOIUI
BCTaBUTb HECKOJIBKO cJI0B. CaM HopGepT He MoT u3 cebs U Iaphl CJIOB BEINaBUTh, ero KaK OyATO CKOBaJo
BCeTro. 3aKpy4YUBaIoCh CIUPAJIbo U POCIIO B IPYOU CTpaHHOe 6eClIOKONCTBO. [IpakoH BHYTPU PBAJCH,
4yBCTBYS KaKyIO-TO OIIACHOCTh, ¥ He IIOHUMaAJI, OTKyOa oHa ucxoguT. OH mouyemy-To oiyman Usabemny, u
Kak OynrTo He omyman. ¥ cxomui ¢ yma u3-3a 3Toro.

Bunro? OHo He Gpasio ero coBepineHHo. He Gvisio BKyca y easl. CTpaHHOE, UAUOTCKOE IIPeYyBCTBUE, KaK
OyOTO YTO-TO AOJIZKHO CJIYYUTHCS, @ OH HE BJIACTEH 3TO U3MEHUTh.



3aTo Kaps, moxoxke, Habpaics ¥ MpPUINEeN B XOPOIIlee paclojioxkeHue qyxa. HopGepT 3aBUAOBAl eMY.
CrapuHa JIMHOOCCKHN HUKOTHA HEe MOT OOJITO MOJTYaTh U OYThCS, €Tr0 TSHYJIO Ha obmienue. Ouu ¢ Jle Opyd
yXKe CUAesiu 3a OOHUM CTOJIOM U 00CyXKmanu 0COOEHHOCTH OXOTHI B CBOUX I'€pPIIOr CTBaX.

— MHe 651 Bam 3a00TH, — ITpob6opMmoTan HopbepT CKBO3b 3yOHI.

UM cHOBa yCTaBUJICS Ha IPUKPHITHIHA ITOJIOTHOM IIPOEM LIaTpa. BOPYT MOJIOTHO IOMHSJIOCH, B IIIAaTEP
3arJITHYJI eTO YeJI0BEK U MOKIOHUJICS, UCITPAIIUBas pPa3pelieHus:

— Cup.

Kopons ApranTtapa HeMeaJIeHHO Iogo0pa’ics, MOAHOCS KyJjlakK K JIuily. KuBHYIIL.

— TI'oBopu.

— Cup, TaMm enie oguH roctb. C HUM OTPAQH U MoBo3Ka. OHU Ha JOpore, BaM HaZlo BUOETh.

'oBOpUJI HETPOMKO, HO B TOT MOMEHT B IIIaTpe Kak-TO Cpa3y CTajlo TUXO. B 3Tol HacTyNnuBIIeH TUIINHE
Hop6epT MenieHHO IOMHSJICS ¢ MecTa U Iole K Berxony. Kymaku camu cobo¥ CTUCKHUBAINCE U
CKUMaJIKCh OO XpycCTa.

YTo K OHU KaK TapaKaHHl U3 BceX Ifesnen 1e3yT?! Megom uM TyT HamazaHo, uTo nu? EI'O ona, ETO! YTto X
OHU HUKakK He mouMyT!?

OH y2Xe BBIXOAMJI U3 ILIaTpa, U TYT pas3macs BOIIb JIMHIOCCKOTO:
— 9710 KTO elne TaM?! MEI ceiiuac mocMoTpuUM!

[TopBRIMUBIINY M MIMPOKUM KpacaBell IrepIior BRIKATHUIICS M3-3a CTOJIa, Ha X0y HalllapuBas PyKOSAThH Meda.
Ha ero nuiie uyuTanoch BOMHCTBEHHOE BHIPAXKEHUE U CBSIIEHHOE MYXKCKO€ JKeJlaHue OTCTauBaTh
TEPPUTOPUIO.

— IToromu, HopGepT, s ¢ TOOOI!
HopGepT 3akaTu riasa u IIoKadas rojoBoi. Ho Bce ke KUBHYII.
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HogBerit rocTh, Kakou-To AGcapn u3 Xanupaa, 6sU1 He YeTa AByM OpyruM. CaM BepxoM, 0OBETPEHHBIH,
Kpenkwui, 3aropensiii. C HUM OTPSI, BCe BOOPYKEHE!, CyOs 10 ofeX[e, YepPHEIM TKaHIM U KOXKe —
u3paneka, oxaHe. HopGepT ¢ mocamoil mOKOCHIICS Ha ITOBO3KY, B KOTOPOM CKOpee BCEro Be3JIU MoJapKu
OJIST KHSIKHEI.

Ia, 6e3 momapka ou! Be3 momapka! YepT OvI ero mobpait.
Pa3roBop c HOBEIM ToCcTEM OBIII KOPOTKHUM.
Hop6GepT npenoxuil BEISICHUTE BCE Ha I10Jle OOWH Ha OOWH, TOT COTJIacuiics 6e3 BOIIPOCOB.

Onu yxke maruynu Ha noje. Ho oH Bce ke OPOCHUJI B3T/IAA HA CTEHY, IIOTOMY UTO 9TO TSIHYIIlee YyBCTBO B
TPyAy MOTJIO 3HAYUTh TONMBKO OOHO... He ommubcst, OHA 6nia TaM.

Ero 6yKBasIbHO 3aTOIMJIO IIKBAJIOM 3MOIIUH, CepAlle PBAHYIOCh K Topity. Hop6epT pe3ko HaKIOHUI
TOJIOBY, IIBITAsICh MOOOPOTH BCIHIIIIKY 4yBCTB. KOrfla BCKMHYJI B3T/IA Ha IPOTUBHUKA, YBUAEJ, YTO 3TOT
AGcapp ToXe Ha CTeHYy CMOTPHUT, OLIEPUIICS U IIOTSHYJICS 38 MEUYOM.
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910 OB PaBHEBIM 60#. OCOOEHHO II0 HaYajly, II0Ka OH He YJIOBUJI ellle OOUH B3TJISA[ I0)KaHMHAa B CTOPOHY
ctenbl. HopGepT obepHyncs, yBuaeTh M3abemny. 3amepiiias GUTypKa, 3BEHsIIIAs HAalPSIXKEeHUEM,
npsmasi. OH BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ COCTOSIHUE, OHAa TPEBOXKUIIACh, 3JIMJIaCh, HEPBHUYAIIA.

Cepatie MyKYHHEBI C2Kamoch. OH X0Tel n30aBUTh ee OT JIIOOLIX TPEBOT, 3alllUTUTh, OKPYKHUTH COOOH.
3ab60THUTHCA.

— MOE, — B3peBesio ¥ 3aBOP0Yasoch B TPYOU YTO-TO OTPOMHOE OTHEHHOE, PBAHYJIOCH, HAIIOJIHSIS €ero
CUJIOH.

[TpoTUBHUK OBIJT HETIPOCT, M He ycTynan HobGepTy Hu B cKOpocTH, HU B cune. Ho Begb OH AaBHO yxKe
merCcTBOBAJI 3a IIpefesiaMi CBOMX BO3MOXKHOCTeH. Kak OyaTo BHYTPH XKUJI0 HEUTO, IIOJHUMAaBIIIEe ero Hag
co6oii, memaBiiee HermobequMbIM. [IPOKIITOE Haceque MPeqKoB, OPAaKOHBs CYIIHOCTL?! Yy ropesiiee
HENOHSITHBIMU YyBCTBAMHU CEP[IE MYZKUYUHEI.

Own He 3Han. OH MPOCTO OOMXKEH OBINT TOOEOUTE.

HOzkaHWH OUIICS BO BCIO MOIIlb, OOHAKO B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT He BBIEpZKaJl, CTajJ OTCTymnaTth. Elle Kakoe-To
BpeMsi 3BEHeJIa CTallb, IToKa 9ToT AGcapn 13 Xanuaa He OTCKOYMII Ha3aMd, XPUILIO BEIKPUKHYB:

— Tw1 6e3ymertr!

IOa. Oa! Motuyn rojyoBoi HopGepT, mpomonxkas pyouTtskcs. besymerr. Eie Kakoii!
— Krto0 oHa Tebe?!

— MO4 HeBecTa. — 3amep HobepT, cxKuMas Med.

ToT Gpocus B3I HA CTEHY, HAa Hero. KeM ObI 9TOT 103KaHWH HU OBLJI, OH SIBHO HE PACCUUTHIBAJI, YTO OOU
MOKeT OBITh O CMepPTU. B KOHIIe KOHITOB, OH BCKUHYJI PYKHM BBEPX 3MOIIMOHAIBHEIM KE€CTOM U OTCTYIIUII,
IpHU3HaBas opaxKeHue.

— Bce!

Koponws ApranTtapa CMOTpeT eMy Bciieni. To orpoMHOE, HepacTpadeHHOE BCe ellle TOPeJio B HEM, U OH 'OTOB
OB OuTHCS manbine. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO YCTal, ¥ YTO yKe IOYTHU CTeMHeso. [IoToMy 9To...

On OT'JIAHYJICS Ha CTEHY, 4 IIOTOM YyIIIeJI C II0JIdA, C2ZKHMMasl B PyKe Med.
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KoHeuHO ke, Ha HOYb TS5, HUKyna 3ToT AGcapa u3 Xanupma He yexas. Y Temeps B IMIaTpe UX OBLIIO yXKe
4epTBepPO.

CHoOBa BHuCeJIO HampsxkeHne. FOXKaHUH CMOTPEJ XMYypPO, Pe3KHe IBUXKEHHUS BhIIaBallu

HEpPBO3HOCTL. OYEeBUIHO, HEIIPOCTO [AJIOCh [JISI eT0 CaMOI00Us 3TO pellleHre, TOXKe IPOUTPHBAThL He
npuBHIK. JIe Opys moMajaKuBaJl, ¥ MOTUBAJl CBOE BUHO, TIEPEBOMS B3TJISI[ C OOHOTO Ha apyroro. HopGept
ellle moayMaJl, YTO 9TOT CMAa3JIUBBIM repIlior MOIOM, HO maneko He riymn. OguH TOJIBKO cTapuHa Kapr,
IIMpPOKas Oyllia, 0KUBJISIN Y2KUH Oecemo.

BmpouewMm, onu ¢ Jle Opys ycmenu Gomee unu MeHee creTbesi. Korma y JIMHIOCCKOTO cHavYasa 3aKOHYHUIOCh
BUHO, TTIOJJaHHOE Ha CTOJI, a TIOTOM M BIIOITHE CHOCHBHIH CaMOTOH, KOTOPHIM €T0 CBETIIOCTDh MMPHOOpeN Kakoe-
TO BpeMs Has3a[ TYT e, B ajaTKe MPsMO 3a [IaTPOM, OHH BOBOEM OTIPABUIKNCH IMOMOMHITh 3aIach. A
3a0HO YK U IIPOCTO IIPOUTHUCH IT0 OKPECTHOCTSIM.

HopGepT ¢ 10XkaHUHOM OCTaJIUCh B IIaTpe BOBoeM. HopbepT e, He omiyinas BKyca. [IpecBa u mecok. [TuThb
He XOTeJIoCh TOXe. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OTCTaBU/I BCE B CTOPOHY M CMOTpPEJ Ha CBoM PyKu. KKymaku 4yTh
nopparuBany, HopGepT TOMOPIIHUIICS.

— KT0 oHa Tebe? — HeOXKUOaHHO ITOBTOPUJI CBOM IIPeXXHMM Bompoc AbGcapy u3 Xanuma.
— Mos ueBecTa, — oTBeTus HopOepT, BCKUALIBAs Ha HET'O B3TJIAM.

A TOT OTKUHYJICSA Ha3ap, BEIIPSIMUIICS, Pa3BepHYJ WINPOKUe Iyiedu. 1o ocaHKe BUOHO — IIPUBHIK
roBesieBaTh. [IpUHII, BTOPO¥ HACJIETHUK U CPEeOHUM CHIH BjacTUTens Xanuaa. XOTh OH U IIPU3Ha
Topa’keHue U OTCTYIINJI, B3TJIAM €r0o MPUIYPEHHBIX I'J1a3, HAalTPABJIEHHBIM Ha KOPoJisd Apraurapa, Ot
u3yyarole HagMeHHBIM.

— Ecnu oHa TBOS HeBeCTa, — I0KaHWH HaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY Ha6OK, MEOJIEHHO IIepPeKaThkIBasd B IIajibllaX



KyOok. — [Touemy TOorga OHa TaM, a ThI 3[ECH?
— IToTtomy uT0. Tebst ycTpOUT?

qepTOB I02KaHHWH CJIMIITIKOM I"J'Iy'6OKO Komajl, 3To 6ecuro, 3ageBajio 00JIeBEIE TOYKH. HpI/IHH u3 Xanumga
XMBIKHYJI 1 CMEHHII I103Y.

— IMoyeMy THI TOTOB OUTHCS 3a HEE OO CMEPTU? ITO BCETO UG XKeHmuHa. OTBETh?
HUpuoTtckuit Bompoc!

— ITotomy 4rToO...

OH 4yTh He JISITIHYJI, 9YTO JTI00OUT ee. B mocnemHuit MOMEHT IPUKYCUIT SI3HIK.

Kopomb ApradTapa caM He yCIIeN IIOHSATh, YTO 3TO Ha Hero Hamuio. TPSIXHYI TOIOBOM, CUIISChH
pa306paThCsi, OTKPBUI OBIJIO POT, IOCIATh I0XKaHUHA B af. Ho B TO BpeMs IMOJIOTHO, 3aKPLIBABIIIEE BXOM B
[aTep MOOHSIIOCE, 3arJISTHYII ero oQuIep, 3a CIUHONW BUIHO GLITIO B cBeTe (haKeIoB, Masiuuil 4YeJI0BeK
AbGcapma.

— Cup, — nporoBopun opuilep, CKIOHSIS mepen HUM T'o0By. — [IpuOBIIH ellje TOCTH.
Pyrasice MBICJIEHHO Ha YeM CBeT CTOUT, HopOepT mMOAHSICS C MecTa U BBIIIEI U3 IIaTpa.
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Kakwux cun crousno M3a6esne BEICTOATh Ha CTEHE BeCh 9T0T noenuHok! Ho y Hee He momy4anoch
IIIEeBEJIbHYTHCS, HOTHM CJIOBHO BPOCJIM B IJIUTHI 110J1a, & PyKX HE OTOPBaTh OT KaMHeM mapaneTa. Bca XKu3Hb
B TOT MOMEHT COCPEeNOoTOYUIach B rnalax. I'ydsl 6€33By4HO HIenTamu:

— YT0 XKe TH geJlaelb?
A ceppne... C HUM TBOPUJIOCH HEIIOHSITHOE YTO-TO.
3AYEM?! KoMy 0H 4TO mokKa3bkiBaeT? CaMOyTBepKOaeTCA?!

9TOo Tako¥ OeCHIPOUTPHIIIHLIN My2KCKOM xon? Ha Bce mmeBaTh! Yero aTo Bce CTOUT MOCHE TOTO, KAk OHa
y3Hasla OOHY ero Ma-a-a-ajIeHbKYyIo TalHy?!

Ona 683YMHO 3JINJIaCh Ha 3TOr0 MYXK4YMWHY, U TEM HEe MeHee, KOrgJa Me4Y B OT-IepeJIHOﬁ pa3 cC CUJIOU
O6py1].H/IBa.TIC${ Ha Hero, e Kas3alocCh, YTO OHa ceudac YMpPeT. WUnu camMa OTXOOUT €ro CKOBOpOHKOﬁ!

B moBepineHnue Ko BceMy, ee Ke COOCTBEHHBIE TBAPAEHUIILI B OTKPHITYIO MM BocTopranuck! Het, TeMm,
OPYTUM, C KeM OH OHJICS, OHM BOCTOpPTanuchk Toxke. Ho Bce ke y HopGepTa ApraHTapCKOro Cpenu ee
JIoned OBIJI0 HECOU3MEePUMO 00JIbilie 60IeIbITUKOB!

A elrle CTAaHOBUIIOCH TEMHO. [17I0X0 BUAHO, YTO Ha ee JOMMOM MCTONTAHHOM PAlICOBOM II0JI€ IPOUCXONHUT.
Oma moYTH He pasfiuyalia KTO I'Ie, ¥ B3gparnBajia KaXIHK pas, Koraa MedYH CIIH0aIiCh CO 3BOHOM U
CKpexeToM. M 0T 3TOro BOTHOBAIACH elle OOIIbIIIe.

Korpa mocne ouepegHOTo moeguHKa IT0JIe 0CTaJIoCch 3a HUM, M3abesna BOpyT NOHsJIA, YTO TaK
IIPOIOJIXKATHCS He MOXKeT. UM Hao IOTOBOPUTL, CEPhe3HO, OKOHYATEILHO ¥ 6ECIIOBOPOTHO.

kkk

OueBHIHO, YTO-TO TAKOE Ha ee Julle U OBIIO HAIIKMCAHOo, TOTOMY 4YTO HM ['pueH, uu nenu Kaprus He
PEeIuINCh C Hell 3aT0BapuBaTh, UJIH KaK-TO ellle 3afilepKuBaTh. A MacTep BnaHT BooGIie BUHOBATO
OTBOMMII I'/1a3a, omHako M3aberiie COBEPIIeHHO He XOTeI0Ch BHUKATh B IPUYUHEL €TI0 IIOKaSHHOI'0
HaCTPOEHUsI.

OHa Tak u yiiijia CO CTEeHBI MOJIda.

U To, 4TO OHa 3aayMalia, HaMepeBajlaChb CaejilaTb B OOUHOYKY.
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Ctouno M3abernsne BepHYTHCS B BRICOKYIO OAlTHIO 3aMKa, I'le pacliojaranach ee IeBUYbs CIIAIbHS, Ha Hee
TYT ke Habpocuiacs KaMmeprucTka Menucca.

— Munepu, Bl Bupenu! Bel Bupnenu?! 4 xouy ckasaTh, 4YTO €T0 BEJIMUYECTBO... — OHa Me4YTaTeJIbHO
3aKaTuia riasa.

HN3abenna ycTamo IOMOPIIUIAachk. A KaMepHUCTKa IPOoaozKaia BOCXUIIEHHO mebeTaTh:

— Kakme myx4gwunbl! Hamm roBopsaT, HUKTO HE IOMHUT, YTOOH ITOJT CTEHAMM 3aMKa yCTPAuBaIUCh TaKMe
nmoeguHKku! HeT, KOHeYHO, Balll 6aTIOIIKa TOXKE KOTOa-To, HO 4ToOkI BOT IpsiMo Tak? U Bce papu Bac! Bce
pagu Bac! AxX, MuJIeid, 3TO TaK POMaHTUYHO...

U TyT OHa OoceKJlach, 3aMeTUB HaKOHEIl CEpOUTOEe BEIpaXkKeHMe JINIla KHIXKHEI.
— Ipomry mpoIIeHus:, MUIEOH.
[Tpucena B KHUKCEHE U MOI9a Ha HEe YCTaBUIACh.

Ho BumHO 6BLT0, YTO €e aX pachnupaeT, Tak TSHeT IorosopuThb. A M3abera He Obllia HacTpoeHa
o6cykmaTh HU I'epoicTBa B ee 4eCThb, HU nonaBuru 6atiomku. OHa ceifuac Oblia 371a Ha Bcex. U y Hee
IIOJIZKM3HHU YIIJIO, IIOKa CMOTpPEJIa Ha 3TOT HOGJII/IHOK!

— Menucca, — IpoOroBOpHUia OHa. — MHe Hy>KHO OOHO M3 TBOUX IIaTheM. UTO-HuOYOb IIOMJIOIIE.
Hapgo oTmaTh moXKHOe, JeByIIKa cpa3y CTajla CEPhbe3HOH.

— Ia, munenu, — KUBHYyJIa oHa. — Pa3ymeeTcs. Kakoe ckaxeTe, moboe.

U TyT Ke GecTpeneTHO BCKUHY/IA Ha XO3IWKYy B3I U BhIOAsIa:

— Kyma aTo BEI coOGpainuch, a? Munenu?!

— Menucca, — Havana M3aberna.

Ona BoBce He cobupanach II0CBIIaTh KAMEPHUCTKY B CBOU IIJIaHEL. Bo BCAKOM cilydae, He BO BCeX
noppobHocTax. Eif Hy>KHO OBIJIO IPOCTO NOXKOAThCSI TEMHOTHL U HE3aMeTHO BHICKOIb3HYTh U3 3aMKa.
[TpocTo ManenbKasa oMok, OcTalbHOE YKe ee [ello, U eTo OHa cobupasach gejaTh caMa.

OpHako meBUlla YXKe yrepiia pyKu B 00Ka, ee IIOHEeCIO:

— DTOo 4YTO Xe Takoe? 3aBTpPaK Bl MMPOIYCTUIIM U TaK U He moobemanu HopMaibHO. Kpyru mopm ria3aMu!
[Toxymenu! Ha ce6s y2Ke HEIOXOXKU CTaIH.

— Menucca!

— Huuero He 3Haio, Muienyu, — OeByIIKa Iofajnach Buepen. — Celidac BB XOPOIIEHBKO IOEOUTE, IIOTOM
OTHOXHETE U IIPUMETE JIaBaHOOBYIO BaHHY! A ITOTOM, — OHa MOHU3MUJA I'OJIOC U TKHYJa cebs B rpydb. — A
uny ¢ Bamu. U aTto He ob6cyxkmaeTcs!

OT Takoro HaIlopa H3zabesia cinerka omemmia. A KaMepUCTKa HEMHOI'O OTCTYIINJIa Ha3a[, CJII0OZKHNJIa PYKHU
Ha I'PYAU U IIPOIIEeIITajla, MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO IIEBEJIbHYB 6pOB5{MI/I:

— 4 Xe BCe IOHUMAIO.

IToBucna nay3sa.

N3abesnna HaxMypuiaachk. XOTEJIOCh CIIPOCUTH, YTO OHA TOHUMaeT? Ho BMeCTO 3TOro oHa CIpOCHUiIa APyTroe.
— A 1aBaHAOBYIO BaHHY 3a4eM?

— Hy Kak ke, munenu? JlaBaHgoBas BaHHa YCIIOKaHBa€T HEPBEL U OYE€Hb XOPOIIIO IIOMOTIaeT CHATH C KOXHU
Claenrl YCTaJIOCTH.

Barnsp y kaMepucTKy IIpu 9TOM OBbUI TaKOM JTyKaBO-IBYCMBICJIEHHBIW, YTO OHA HEBOJIBHO ITOKPACHEeNa U
BBII@BUIIA:

— OTO COBCEM HE TO, O YEM THI yMaellb.

— Koneuno He To, Munenu. 4 3Hato. M KNsAHyCh, 4YTO Mary C yIpaBisSiOIIUM HUYET0 He CKaXy, My>KUYMHEI
BCe PAaBHO HUYETO He MOHUMAIOT B HAIlIMX KEHCKUX [IeJiax.



U cHOBa Ha Hee yCcTaBUJIaCh.

KommMap. A BopoueM, 4epT C HUM, ee 9TO yCTpauBaso.

— U nemu Kapruu HU CJIOBa, IIOHSAIA? — Iporopopuia Msabera.

— Vry, — BaxXHO KUBHYJIa [eBYIIKa.

CHoBa noBucJa naysa.

— JlapgHo, Hecu 4yero-HuOynmb moectb. U BaHHY... YepT ¢ HUM, gaBall BaHHY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IOECTh Hano Obl0. [la 1 BaHHA He ITOBPEAUT, OHA ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha CBOM PYKH, Ha I00KY.
ITocrne TOro KakK OHa PhLJIach B TOM MOTAaHHOM KOMHATE, BCE TaK U OBIIO B ITLLIH.

— Munepu, st MUTOM! — TYT Ke 0KMBUJIACh KaMepucTKa. — CKaXy TONBKO, YTO BHI IIJIOXO Ce6st
4yBCTBYeTe, YTOOBI HUKTO He Gecrokou’, u cpaly! [IpuHecy Bam yKWH, a TOKa BEH OygeTe MPUHUMATh
BaHHY, IIOATOTOBIIIO IINaTthe. ECTh ¥ MeHsI HOBOe, He HaJleBaHHOe!

— He Hapo HOBOE, maBal Kakoe-HUOyOb cTapoe, — cKa3ana KM3aberna.

— Ho kaxk xe... Xopolllo, MUJIequ, Kak CKaxeTe, CTapoe Tak cTapoe.

U kamepucTKa ybexkana. OcTaBimch ogHa, M3abensa 3akphijia JIMIO PYKOM U 3aKaTHJjia Ija3a.
[TpaBuIBLHO JTU TO, YTO OHA coOMpasach CaenaTh?

Ho pganbirre TSHYTh ITPOCTO HEJIB34.

kokok

[Tocne yxkuHa Menucca mpuHeciia HECKOJIBKO CBOUX CTapHIX IJIaTheB. O6e OHM ITepeoneIuch 1 He3aMeTHO
HaIIpaBUJIUChH K TIOTAHOMY BBHIXOLY U3 3aMKa.
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BBICKOJIB3HYTH U3 3aMKa TakK, YTOOB HUKOMY He ITOIIaCThCS Ha Ijla3a, 0Ka3ajioch HEIIPOCTOM 3afadei.
Panrvire M3abenima HUKOTIa He TIpUAaBalia 3HaYeHUsI TOMY, CKOJIBKO Hapoy ¥ B KAKOe BpPEMs CYTOK
TOTYETCS B €€ POJTHOM 3aMKe. DTO OBIIIO ero OOBIYHOM XKM3HBIO, M OHA ObIjIa ero 4acThio. Kak emuHbIN
OpTaHu3M.

Teneps ke el HyKHO OBIJIO OTOEIUTECS. M cpa3y BEIICHUIIOCH, YTO B 3aMKe KOIIIMap, KaK MHOTO CIIyT U
cTpaxu. HeckobKO pa3 OHM HaTaJKUBaJIKUCh Ha KapayJibl, ¥ eclIy Obl He N300peTaTeIbHOCTh MeJuCCHI,
Mackapan M3abenssl maBHO OBINT ObI PACKPEIT.

Ona Teneps O6pUTa Ky3uHOU AraToi. [la, TOJIBPKO 4TO U3 AepeBHU, OyIeT roclioke IpuciyXkuBath. He cpasy,
KOHEYHO, Haf0 elle To00TecaThCs U HayYUThCS IIPAaBUIIBHO TOBOPUThH. M3aberine, CTOSBIIEH PsIooM,
0CTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO MTOMAJIKMBATh U B HY?KHBIX MECTaX KUBATh, YTKHYBIIINUCH TJ1a3aMU B IIOJI.

A CKONIBKO 4ero oHa HaCHYH.IEUIaCB! B ToM uucne, B CBOU anpec!

H3aberny IpoCTO pacIupasio OT XXKelaHus KaK ClIelyeT OTUUTATh Yepecuyp OONTIUBEIX, UMEBIITHX
Oep30CTh 06CYXKOaTh INYHYIO XKU3Hb IOCIIOXKHU. ToOuHee, ee OTCYTCTBHE. M HEM3BECTHO elrle, 4To ee 6eCHIIo
OoJIbIIIE.

Ho IIPUXOOUJIOCH IIOMAJIKUBATh, a Menucca, Kak Ha3Jo...

— Murnenu, — menTtasa OHa MOTOM KaKOBIN pa3. — YTo nomenaenis, IIPUIIJIOCH IEPEKUHYThCA napoﬁ
CJIOB, UYTOOBI OHM HHUYEro He 3aIlI0O03PUJIA.

Bce aTu mepemereHus ¢ BEIHYKIEHHEIMU OCTaHOBKaMU 3ajfiepKalii uX fmojibine, yem M3abenna
paccunTkiBasia. OQHAKO, CIIyCTs KaKoe-TO BpeMs OHU C KaMEePHCTKOM BCe-TaKu MOOpaIucCh OO TOTO MECTa,
TIle B CTapo¥ KPeIoCTHOM CTeHe 3aMKa Obllla HeTpUMeTHas OBeplia, Beayllas HapyXKy.

Pa3yMeeTcs{, II0 3aKOHY IMOOJIOCTU OHU TYT 2K€ HapPBaJIULCh Ha KapayJl.

U nukakue ycunuss Menuccel, HadaBIllel B KpacKaX PacIUCHBaTh, KakK UM C [epeBeHCKON Ky3UHO!
JTIIO0OMBITHO TOCMOTPETH HA JIarepPhb, KAMEPHUCTKA TaK U BEHIPA3ujlach — JKEHUXOB rocnoxu. M3abesia
roroBa ObljIa ee 3a 3TO IPUAYIIUTh. Ho rBapaeisl Hecyiu ci1ykK0y 4eTKO U KO BCEM YJIOBKaM OCTaJIMCh
TIIyXH.

— He nmonoxeHo, negu Menucca.

Menucca, KOTOPO# MOIbCTUIIO O0pallleHne «Jiedu», BCe-TaKU IIOIkITalach JOUCKATbCSI IPUYUHEL.
— Ho nouemy? Bepnp eme He Tak II03THO?

— He nonoxkeno. Jlopa 'puen HacTporo 3anpeTtus. TaM celdyac 4epTu YTO TBOPUTCS. ClabIIIUTE?
N3zabenna TONbKO ceivyac npuciylanack. 1 Begb melCTBUTEIIHHO.

JTa nmoTadHas OBeph Obljla B CTAPOM YaCTH CTEHHI, YTO B IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTOPOHE OT TJIaBHBEIX BOPOT. A
Iepen rjIaBHEIMU BOPOTaMU U BIPSAMBb YTO-TO TBOPUJIOCH, IIOTOMY UTO Hake Clofia JOHOCUJICS BechMa
XapaKTEePHHIN IIyM. 3BOH U CKpeskeT MeTania, M3abenna Ob UX HU C YEM He CITyTasa.

BonHeHNe BCKONBIXHYJIOCH B HEW C HOBOM CHUJIOM.
O, Boxe... Eif uyTe gypHO He cTano. Heyxenu onsaTs!!!

Hy 4TO0 XKe OH yTOMOHUTCS HUKAK! JTOT YeJIOBEK X04eT, YTOOHI ero yOunu 37ech, a ee IOTOM Myduia
coBecThb!? He moxpetcst! OHa caMa caMa ero OTXOOUT TaK, YTO MaJjio He MoKaxKeTcs!

Bce ot MBIcTH OPOOUIIH B I'OJIOBE, a CEpP/lle 0OPHIBATIOCH C JOCAHI.

[ToToMy 4TO UM BCe-TaK¥ HPUIIIOCH YUTH.

kokok

OOpaTHas gopora KasajlaCch KOpodye, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHH ellle MOIIIyTalHd 10 3aMKy. A HaCTpOeHHe y
H3abenmel 66170 OTBpaTUTEeNbHOE. HelloHsITHOe pa3bemaBliiiee 0TPABOM cafHsIIee 4YyBCTBO. [Jocama u
OeccunbHas TPOCTh. HeBRICKA3aHHBIE CJIOBA KT JIM ¥ MPOCUJINCH HAPYyXKYy, OHA He 3aMedajia, HO BCe BpeMs
CIIOpWJIa B Oyllle, IPUBOIS OOHU U Te 2Ke HOBOMLL. YBEI! ONIIOHEHT OBLI HajieKO U CJIBIIIATh He MOT.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU C Menmuccoi moOpanauchk 0O ee TOKOeB. Bpome Ovl Hapo cnaThk, ma? OHa He MOoTJa.
KamepucTka, BUsI, YTO OHA XMYPUTCS M MOJIYUT, IIBITAIaCh Pa3psaguTh 00CTaHOBKY.



— Hy #uyero, munenu, Ml 06513aTeIbHO BEIOEPEMCS 3aBTpa.
— Ila, KoHEeYHO, — oTBeTHJIa M3abena, y KOTOPOH He OBIIO KelaHus HUYEero o0CyKaaTh.

— Hy npaBma, Muienu, — MPOrOBOPHUJIA [EBYIIKa, HEJIOBKO ITOTUPasi pyKu. — Eciiu GBI YTO-TO IIJIOX0€E
CILy4MJIOChH, MBI OBl y2Ke 3Ha/Iu.

HaBepHoe, Menucca XoTea ee yTelmTh, HO 3TO BEI3BAJIO TOJIFKO HOBBIM BCIJIECK OGecrokoicTBa. OmHAKO
H3abenna B3sia cebsi B PyKH U JaxKe CMOTrJIa yIeIOHYThCsI. OHA OTIIyCTHUIIa KAMEPUCTKY, XOTS Ta
TOpPBIBajIaCh OCTAThCS, JIEYDb B KPECJie UJIU B TapaepoOHOi.

U HakoHeIl ocTajack OgHa.
Hapo cnate. Begs Hamo xke. [IpaBma?

OpHako oHa 060pa‘-II/IBaJ'[aCB Ha CBOIO paCCTEeJIEHHYIO IIOCTEJIb, 1 O TOM, 4yTOORI JIeYb CHATh He OBIJIO HU
OIOHOM MBICITH. BMecTo aToro M3abernna Bce CMOTpPEJIa U3 OKHa CBOeM OalllHU BHU3.

CMmotpena. Oymana. CMoTperna.

TeM BpeMeHeM HacCTyIula HOYb, ¥ BCe IOHEMHOTY CTHXJIO. 3aMOK YCHYJI. B ymarepe mop cTeHOU TOXKe yKe
OBLIIO THUXO.

I'myOokasi HOYb. A CHa HU B oOHOM rna3dy. OHa mepeopenach B OOHO U3 CBOUX TEMHHIX IIJIaThEB.
Ecnu He cmarts, TO...
OcTaeTcs IOO3eMHBIN XOf.

kekok

Kaxppiit yBaxkaromui ce0s1 CTAapUHHBIN 3aMOK, IOMUMO TajlepPeu C ITOPTPETAMU IIPEIKOB, UMEET ellle
MHOZK€ECTBO IOIPSATAHHLIX B PA3HBIX ITKadax CKeJIeTOB U LIeJIyI0 CUCTEMY ITOI3EeMHBIX XOOO0B. A TakKXe
bamMunbHOTO IPU3pPaKa, KOTOPHIHM, KaK MPaBUJI0 o0uTaeT MO0 Ha Yyepaake, 1ubo B X03sIMCKOM CanbHe,
ubo...

3mechk B CaBOCTUM 3HAMEHUTHIN IIpU3paKk obuTan B 3aTAHYTHIX IIayTUHAX TOHHEJIAX IIOA3€MHBIX XOOOB. Ero
YXKe Ji1eT CTO HUKTO He BHUEJI, IIOTOMY 4YTO IIOA3€MHBIMHU XOOaMH y2Ke JIET CTO HUKTO He II0JIb30BaJICs, HO
TakK I'JIaCUJIN JIET€HOBI.

Kak xo3siiKka 3TOro 3aMka, M3abesa KOHEYHO XKe, 3Hajla 0 CUCTeMe IIOA3eMHEIX X0noB. U He Bepuia B
cka3Ky o npuspake. Ho coBathcst Tyga B OTMHOYKY HOYBIO. ..

Brinio camoe Bpems, U I'/laBHOE — 00 9TOM HUKTO He 3HaJl. 3Ha4yuT, IMOMeIIaTh HEKOMY.

OnHa He cTajia CIIyCKaThCS BO OBOP, BMECTO 3TOTO IIPOKpasachk B KyxHI0. OOWH MX XOI0B HAUYMHAJICS IO
IIOJIOM CYXOM KJIafgoBO¥. YOeOUBIINCDH, YTO HUKOTO HeT mobnu3ocTtu, M3abesna coBUHYIa B CTOPOHY MEIIKHU
C 3epHOM, OTKHHYJIa CTAPUHHYIO ABEPILY B JOLIATOM HACTHJIE ¥ OBICTPO HEIPHYJIA B YEPHOTY ITOO3EMHOTO
xoma.

Ctparso 6s110. Oco6eHHO B IIEPBEIM MOMEHT, KOTraa ee 00HsIa TeMHOTa. Bpome OvI, camMoe BpeMst
TIOSTBUTHCSI MpU3paKky? M3abesiia CKeITHUYeCKH YCMEeXHYJIach ¥ CHavaJjla 3akrjia CBeTJISIK. a II0OTOM OTapoK
CBeYH U MEJJIEHHO JBUHYIACH II0 CTapPOMY ITOA3EMHOMY XOMY.

Tam OBIJIO TEMHO U HaXJI0O KPHICAMHU.

3eMJISHOU [10JI, KaMeHHbIe IIIUTHL CTeH. 3BYyK I1aros. Illopoxu.

Kpeicw? ITpu3pak? Ceiuac el 6BIJI0 yKe HaljieBaThb Ha CTPaxH.

3AYEM? IlynecupoBajo B BUCKaxX. 3a4eM OHa BBs3aJslaCh B 3Ty IJIyIIOCTH???

— 41 BEICKaXy eMy BCe B THII0, — TOBOpHJIa OHa cebe. — A MOTOM IIyCTh yOMpaeTcs B CBOM ApranTtap. He
HYKHBI MHE eT0 (QaJTbIIIUBLIE TTOIBUTH.

kekok

Ho Bce-taku oHa IIOTOPAYHUIIACh, OTIIPABUBIIUCH CIOla B OOJUHOYKY.

[Top3eMHBIHN X0[ OBII CTAPBIN, MOMEHTAaMU €i AelCTBUTEIIFHO IOIafaliuch KPHICH. ITapy pa3 U3abesna
emBa caepzKaach, YTOOBI He 3aBU32KaTh B T'ojioc. M 6poguTh TaM MPUIIIOCHh HAMHOTO [OJIbIIE, YeM OHA
paccyuThIBaa.



Korpma oHa HakOHeI] BEIOpasiach B OBpare B CTOPOHE OT 3aMKa, HeG0 y2Ke Hadano cepeThb. IIoTOM moKa
BBIJIE3JIa, LEMISAsICh 3a KYCTHI, HCllapaliaia JaJoHu 1 3eMiu HaOparna B Tydmu. CTo pas mozxkanesa, 4TO He
HajeJsia CaloXKH.

Ha kpato o6priBa M3abesia ocTaHOBUIACH, AeP3Kach 3a KyCT, CHsJA ¢ HOTU Tydo. BEITpaxHyIa 3eMII0 U
MeJIKMe KaMellKy, o0Tepiia CTOIIy U cHOoBa 00yinack. [IoToM nOTsSHYyIack CHATL BTOPy0. Ho Tonbko
BBIIIPSIMHUIIACh C Tydeu B pyKax, Kak...

Ee B3mepHyJ0 B BO3AyX, MTHOBEHHO Pa3BEPHYJIO U IIPUIKAJIO K KPEITKOM MUPOKOU I'PYOH.
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[TepBas cekyHaa — I10K. [IoTOM CIIMIIIKOM YK 3HAKOMBLIMU [TI0KA3a/IUCh el 3TU KpenKue oO0bsATUS.
OpHaX[bl ee yKe TOYHO TakK XKe xBaTanu 6e3 mpenynpexaenusi. Uzabenna 3abunach, KOMOTS KyJlaKaMu
KyZOa Ionaso.

— Otnyctute MeHs! Celdac ke ImocTaBbTe MeHS Ha 3eMio! Cetidac xke!
Onyctun. He cpa3y, HO MyX4YWHA BCe Xe yOpas PyK: M OTCTYIIHJI Ha IIar.

Hy xoneuno! Kto 651 coMHeBarscs, nepen Hew ctosin HopbepT ApranTapckuii. CMOTpen Ha Hee MOJT4a U
TSKEJO0 OBIIIal.

— Br1 He Moru OBI... — OHA BOPYT IIOIIEPXHYJIACh.
YepT! Benw oHa 111a ciofa, 4TOOB C HUM pa300paThbCsi. A BOT IIOOHU K THI.

— BrI He Moru OBl He XBaTaTh MEHS BOT TaK OecliepeMOHHO KaXKObIM pa3, Korga BaM 3abnaropaccymurcs?
U oTolimuTe OT MeHsi! — psiBKHYyJIa M3abeiia, MOTOMY YTO OH ee CMyIIal.

W HeBOMBHO OTBejIa I'yla3a, Ullla B3TIsgoM jiareps. Ho maxe B 6HeI[HOfI paCCBeTHOﬁ Mrijie OLII0 BHUOHO, 4YTO
Ha I10Jie Imepeg 3aMKOM MHOTroe N3MEeHHIIOCh. Tam...

ITouyTu HUKOTO HE OCTAJIOCh?

kkk

O=na rosopuia, KaxeTcs, pyraina ero. C Bedepa HopGepT oImryman UKyi0 TPEBOXKHOCTh, €My Ka3aoch,
oyIra MedeTcsi. BHyTpEeHHSISI CYyIITHOCTh PBaJiach U3 HETO. 3alUTUTh! 3aUTUTh TTapy.

U pa. Korpma BYepa 3asiBUJIOCH ellle IBOE, eMYy yZKe MaJIOCTh CHeCJI0 rojioBy. HopOepT cam He MOHSI, KaK
9TO y HEro BHIIIJIO, HO OH pa3MeTall BceX. [laxke uMeH He y3HaJs. Y HaBepHOe, He OCTaHOBUJICS OBI, €CITU
39TU BHOBB MPUOBIBIIIKE HE yOPanaucCh OB C KPUKAMU:

— IIpakoH, opakoH!

Ox cebs gpakoHOM He 4yBCTBOBaJ. [IpocTo TPyoHO OBLIO OOBSICHUTE Ce0e 3TO COOCTBEHHOE COCTOSTHUE
O6epcepka. [Ipome Beipa3uncsa AGcapn u3 Xanumoa:

— Tak OBl ¥ CKa3aJl, YTO OHA TBOSI JDJIBBUUP¥.

W pobGaBun, mepen TeM, KakK IIOKUHYTh JIarephb:

— IToBeps, 51 3HAIO, UTO 3TO TaKoe. B MoeM pofy TOo¥Ke eCTb CBOSI TalHa.

Cnepmom 3a HUM yexaJs cTrapuHa Kapn Ha napy c¢ Jle Opya. Kapn 3a3Ban repiora kK cebe B JImHgoccy.
[ToOXOTUTBHCS M IPUSTHO ITPOBECTH BpPEMS, pa3 YK He YIOaJIoCh XKeHUTHCsI. Y BooOIIIe, MOXKET, OHO U K

JIydIlneMy, TaKHue pellleHus He CTOUT IIPDUHUMATh CKOPOIIAJIUTEJIbHO.

Hop6epT, rnsifs Ha 3TO BCe, YyBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE OIIycTolleHue. [IoToMy YTO OH moGeaun BceX, HO K Hel,
K JKeJJaHHOM XKeHINuHe, HU Ha UOTy He IPUuOIU3UIC.

Bce Taxk ke Obl1a 3aKphITa [yId HETO ee aABepb. OH roToB GBI BEITH I€PE BOPOTaMM 3aMKa. Bce BOyCTyO.

A HOYBIO Y HET0 ORI HeOXKUTaHHEIM rocTh. Ee Mar, aToT MacTep BranT. Ckasaj, YTO €CIH OH X04YeT Yero-
TO HOOUTHCS, NOJIKEH CHEeJIaTh 9TO CaM.

— Kak cam? — BocknmukHyJ1 HopOepT, BCKUOBIBAST PYKH.

Emy cetiuac 61110 He mo ropmocTu, Hop6epT roToB OvLI MIPUHATH J1H000M coBeT. Ho BeOb OH U Tak caM
mo6uBasiCcst BCEro B CBOeH XkKu3HU! Mar cTpaHHO ITOKOCUJICS Ha HETO U BHAAJ 3arajKy:

— BawMm Hamo npuHsTE ce6s, Ballle BenuuecTBO. OcTanbHOEe yKe GymeT IpocTo.
ITpuHsaTL cebs.

OH nymai 06 9TOM BeCh OCTAaTOK HOYM. A COBCEM HeOaBHO BAPYT mouyBcTBOoBan EE mpucyrcTBue. CHavasa
He IIOBEPUJI, a IOTOM GPOCHIICS TyHa, CJIOMS T'0OJIOBY, KaK 6€3yMHEIN.

U BOT Temeph 3aAbIXajiCsd YyYBCTBAMH, CMOTPEJI Ha HEe, He CJIBIIIA CJIOB, BIUTHIBas B cebsi ee Bcio. OHA.
XKemanHas XKeHIMHA, HApeYeHHAs, ero napa. [IpakoH, JXKUBIIWHN y HETO BHYTPHU CJIOXKUJI ITepen Hel
KPBIJIbsI, 3aCTHIJI B YMUJIEHUU U 3aTAUJICS.



A y MyKumMHBI COMBAJIOCh CEPAIlEe, IIIEMUJIO CTPAHHOM CIafKoMN 60JIbI0.
IIycTh TOBOPUT ellle, OH He MOT IIeBEJIbHYThCS, II0Ka OHa I'OBOPUT, He CMeJI IIpepBaTh.

kkk

HaBepHoe, 9TO 3pejiuiie OIMyCTEeBIIero jlareps u OTPEe3BUIIO I/Isa6enny, BEPHYJIO en Hpe}KHI/Iﬁ HaCTpOfI.
OHa BCIIOMHMJIa BCe, YTO XOTeJjia 9TOMY YE€JIOBEKY BBHICKA3aTh.

— BEI... — Bce-Taku rojoc cOUBaICS U OT BOJIHEHUS CBONMJIIO FOPJI0. — BEI 3aKIII0YUIIN C MOUM OTIIOM
O4YeHb CTPAHHBIN OOTOBOD, HE HAaXOOUTE, Ballle BejtuuecTBo, HopOepT ApraHTapCKuii?

MyX4YWHa NO-IIpeXHeMy MOJI9a CMOTPeJI He Hee ucnonyoObsi. He cornamancsi, HO U He oTpUIail. 3HAYHUT,
TakK BCE U €CThb.

— ‘{epT OBI Bac n06pan C BalllUMH POOOBBIMHK TallHaMHU U IIpEeTeH3nusIMu CEMUCOTIIETHEN MaBHOCTHU!
Ona KpHu4alla 3TO €My B JIMIIO. U He TONBKO 3TO.

— 3Ha4uT, MEHS Hago OBIJI0O BOCIIUTHIBATE B CTPOTOCTH, YTOOH HE CMOTpPEJIa Ha APYTUX MYKYHH U JaxKe
OyMaTh He CMeJla IMOCATHYTh Ha BJIACTh My2Ka U rocrnoauHa? YToOwl 6blyIa TTOCIyIITHA BOJIe MyKa U
CMUPEHHO XKfasa, Korga nmotpedyeTcss UCIOJTHUTh CBOM OOJT?

Eit O6b1710 Tak 6€3yMHO 0OMIHO, € IPOCTO CKYJIbI CBOOUIIO.

— XoueTcst CHPOCUTh Bac, a rae OBIJI 3TOT MOM MY2K M TOCIIOOWH, KOTIa S IIOCJIe CMEPTH OTIIa MOgHUMAaJIa
KHSAXKeCTBO?! A Korfa yMepiia MaTh, U 1 OCTajlach coBepiieHHO ogHa?! Ax ga! Brl ke He crnemmnu! 3aueM
CIIEeINTh, KOTZIa MOXKHO IIPEeKpacHO IIPOBOJAUTEL BpeMS B CBOeM KypsATHUKE!

Yeprt! M3abensa 3aoXHYJIach, OTBOPAYUBASCH OT HETO.

3psi OHa 9TO CKa3ajia. ITOT0 TOBOPUTH HE HAA0 OBIIIO, 3TO CIIUINKOM JIMYHOE. ITO BHIAABAJIO €€ UYBCTBA.
Henb3s!

OH mo-mpeXHeMy MOJIYaj B OTBET, IIPOCTO MoJrda!

— K gemy Bce 3T0? KoMy BHI uTO moka3anu? — M3abenna orispgernacsk, 00Bens pPyKOU IPOCTPAHCTBO. —
3HaeTe, 5 Beb TOTOBA ObIjIa BHIIOJTHUTH CBOM HOJIT, XOTS O BallleM TaliHOM [OT0BOPE C MOMM OTLIOM y3Hana
TOJTIBKO ce#idac. Ho... BBl Ke Tak CTPEeMUJINCh MEHSI YHU3UTD, TakK JIEJIESIJIM CBOIO TOPIBIHIO U TaK OOSIJIHCH
IPOSIBUTH XOTh HEMHOT'O YE€JI0OBEYECKOI0 OTHOILIEHUS, 4TO...!!!

H3abenna Habpasa MOTHYIO TPYOb BO3AyXa, CXKaJjla KyJIaK¥u ¥ BRIKPUKHYJIA €My B JIUIIO:
— Te1 mpocTo Tpyc, HopGept AprarTapckuii! HenaBuxky Tebs!

Ee Hec0 BOJTHOM 0OUOLI ¥ TOPSYEN 3JI0OCTH, @ MyKYKWHA CMOTPEJ TaK CTPAHHO, CTOJIBKO HETTOHSITHBIX
002KUTaOIIHUX YYBCTB B ry1a3ax. [IoTOM BOPYT CXBATHUJI €€ B OXANKy, IpuKaJi K cebe U moIeoBall.

W gypaukuii MUp TYT K€ KyZa-TO IPOBAIUJICS K YePTOBOM MaTepu, HHU4ero He 0CTasock KPOME €ro
KapKUX Ir'y0 ¥ KpemKux PyK, OOHUMaBIUX ee. Y CIIOBHO MIEIOT B yIlax.

HeT, oHa KOHEUYHO IIpuIlyia B ceds1. BeIpBaiacs.
— He cMmeliTe MeHs KacaTbhCst!
3anenuia eMy IOIeYMHY U yOexkarna K 3aMKY.

YyBcTBOBaJja ce0s IMOJTHOM UOUOTKOM, KOrfla Kpudaja CHU3Y CBOMM YaCOBBEIM, YTOOBI OTKPHIJIM €# BOpoTa U
BIYCTUJIM B 3aMOK. Y BooO1I1e, Maio 4To coobpazxkamna B TOT MOMeHT. Ho BopoTa mprKa3ana 3anepeTs. M
IMOA3EMHBIN X0 3aKPBITh TOXKE.

XOTsI, KAKOM B 9TOM CMEICII?

Temnepb-To y2k HopGepT ApranTtapCKuii TOYHO yOepeTcs OT CTEH ee 3aMKa pa3 ¥ HaBceraa.
A TOpBKO OBIIIO HEMMOBEPHO... Hu4yero, oHa mepexuBerT.

Skkk

[Tomeunra. OH 3aCNyKUJ, TOTOMY YTO UOUOT.

9TOo GHIIIO CTPAIIHO TPYAHO M OOMLHO IOJIST HETO — CMOTPEeTh, KakK Mo6uMast JKeHIIHHA YXOIUT.



He otnycTtuth ee Hop6epT He MOT, IOTOMY YTO B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT CBOOOMIHAs BOJIS U cuacThe M3abestel
CTaJlu [JIsI Hero mpesBkile Bcero. Ho oTnyctuth ee, moTepsats? HUKOI'OA. Ha meiOnI BCTaBajl APaKoH,
MyX4YMHa He MBICITUII ce0s1 6e3 Hee. 3aUeM eMy XKU3Hb TOorma?.

W BOpyT OH MOHSJ, YTO UMEHHO CKa3aJjl eMy 3TOT ee Mar, Mactep bnanT. Kak 6yOTO YTO-TO CO IIeTYKOM
BCTaJIO Ha MECTO B T'OJIOBE, ¥ BKJIIOUMJIMCh MO3TH.

BoT Temeph OH TOYHO 3HAJ, 4TO GyOeT meaTh.

U npsimo celiyac.

ITpumeuaHue:

* — ucmuHHas napa Ha s3vike Xaauoa
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Kak oHa pgoIiia go XKM3HH TaKoun?

YToOH! OHAa He MOTJla CIIOKOMHO IIPOMUTH 10 COOCTBEHHOMY 3aMKYy, IIOTOMY YTO ee IIPOBOKAaIu
M3yMJIEHHBIMU B3TJISOaMU ee e JToau? XopoIno, YTO OHU BO BCSIKOM CiIydYae, CMOTPEIN MOoJjida, U He
3aJlaBaJiu JIMIIHUX BOIIPOCOB.

ITa, oHa BepHYy/Iach B 3aMOK Ha paccBeTe. M 9To HUKOT0 He KacaeTcs! El celigyac X0TeJIoCh TPOCTO IIPOUTH
K cebe B 0OaIrHio, 3aBajIUThCSA CIaTh ¥ IPOCIATh BeCh NeHb. Unu maxe Hemento.

Ho, cTtoumno Mzabenna mobpaThCs OO CBOEM ClajibHU, Ha MMOPOTe TYT K€ BO3HUKJIa KaMEePHCTKA.
— Munepu! Kak xe 3T10? Hy uTO ke BhI 0e3 MeHs1? Ax! Kak ke s1 MOTJia BCe Ha CBETE ITPOCIaTh!
— Bce xopouro. Menucca, — nonelTajacbk OTMaxHyThCA OHA.

Ia, Bce xopomIo. Eif mpocTo Hafo y/iedbCs COaTh U IIPOCIaTh A0 CaMOTro Bedyepa. A Be4epoM...
— Munenmu!?

Ot rpomkoro Boariiaca Yzabesia B3@porHysia u 4yTh He OTCKOYWJIa B CTOPOHY.

A 9T0 mpubexka BCTPellaHHHNW Co CHa ['pueH. [[hIxaHWe y CTapuKa COMBAIOCh, CeOble BOJIOCH
BOMHCTBEHHO TONOPIIUJINCEH BOKPYT JIBICUHEL, @ OOWH I'JIa3 IIOJepPruBascsa OT BOTHEHUS.

— Munepu M3abenna! — oH XJIONHYJ ce0st 06emMU pyKaMu IO Ipyau. — YTo CIIy4Yuiaocs?!

A ee cTano 3anuBaTh HOCAAIMBLHIM pa3dpakKeHUeEM, BeOdb XOUellb — He X0Yelllb, a O0bSICHEHUH Teleph He
n30exkaTb. CTapuK Tak IepexkuBajl, eme 9ero o6poro ymap XBaTUT, U 9TO OyHeT Ha ee coBecTu. M3abera
TocTapanachk IpPUAaTh JTUIY HEHUTPaIbHOE BRIPaKeHUWe U CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM IIPOM3HECcTIa.

— 41 TpoBeJia MepPeroBOPEl, ¥ MHE YOAJI0Ch PEIINTh BOIIPOC C 0CAOoM 3aMKa.
— C ocapoii... 3aMKa?

Takoe MCKpeHHee ynuBieHue OBIJIO Ha JIUI[e CTApWKa, YTO €M Jake CTajo Kak-To o6ugHo. YepT mobepw,
OHa MPaBUTEJIbHULIA 9TOTO KHIXKECTBA WU KTO BooOIe? YTO TyT YOIUBUTEIFHOIO, IIOYEMY OHA HEe MOTJia
IIPOBECTHU II€PETrOBOPEL ¥ PEIIUTH BOIIPOC C OCAfou 3aMKa?

YecTHO TOBOPA, XOTEJIOCh BCIIBIJIMTL, HO OHA IIOOABHJIA IIOPEIB U IIOIIBITAJIACh JOHECTH OO0 YIIPABJIAIOIIET O
CyTb, OIIyCKas OeTallu. OpHAaKO 3TO OKa3aJIoCh CJIIOXKHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO OeTallu... OHU BCIUIBIBAJIM OYEHb
HeKCTaTu.

— 4... kx-KkxMMM, — M3abesna nmpokalisiiach, IIPOBOAsS PYKOH 110 n0y.

Curtyaius, TayIee He OIpugyMaellb. Paccka3bsiBaTh, KaK OHa ITOCPeOX HOYU TaWHO Jla3uiia B ITOA3E€MHBIN
X0f, KaK-TO BAPYT II0KA3aJIOCh €l He COBCEM MPUIUYHBEIM. TeM 0ojee, 4TO 3a CIMHON YIPABASIOIIETO YXKe
MasyuiI MacTep BraHT u OnenHas jenu Kaprus B yTpeHHeM HernukKe. A Tak 3Ke KOe-KTO U3 CIYT.
[ToHSITHO, YTO BCE OHM BOJIHOBAJIUCH 3a Hee, HO M3abensia HEBOIBbHO Pa303/IUjIach, YTO UM BCEM TYT MEIOM
HaMa3aHo?!

OpHako, pa3 yX OHa Hauaja, IPUIUIOCE TOBOPHUTH Jasbllle.
— V¥ Hac cocTosAnmack BCTpeya C 3... ¢ ero BenudectsoM HopbGepToM ApranTapCKuM.
— C ero Benu4yecTBOM??? — OOHOBPEMEHHO 9XOM IIOBTOPUIIM Jienu Kaprus u ee KaMepucTka.

U o6e c omMHAKOBHIM BEIpaXkKEHUEM JIUIla TONaJIuCh K Hell. [louTeHHas JIeii TakK ¥ BOBCE IIPOTHUCHYJIAaCh
BIEepen, 4YTOOb HUYEro He ynyCcTUTh. M3aberiie X0TeI0Ch CIOXHYTh U OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aKaTUTh T'jla3a OT
3noctu. [IoTOMy YTO OHHM Ha Hee CMOTPEJIM BO BCE I'JIa3a, SBHO OXHUAas MOOPoOHOCTEN. A y Hee OT 3TUX
IOoOpOoOHOCTEM ajenu ek U B T'OJIOBY JIE3/IM HENIPOIIeHHbIe BOCIIOMUHAHUS.

IToBONIEHO, CKa3aJjia oHa cebe 1 m3o0pa3uiia nogobue ynbiOKyU. Hamo mpuaepRuBaThCs BEIOpPAHHOM
TOHA/JILHOCTH ¥ II0OaBaTh WHGOPMAIUIO JO3UPOBAHHO.

— MBI ¢ ero BeIM4eCTBOM BEICKa3aau APYT APYTYy B3aUMHEBIE IPETEH3UMN. ..
YepT OBl €€ m0oOpas, eciau 3TO OBIJIO ITPOCTO!

[ToToMy 4TO IIDETEH3UU CBOM €My BEICKa3asa oHa. O ma, oHa BbICKa3aja IPSIMO B eI'0 CaMOOOBOJIBLHYIO
KOPOJIEeBCKY0 GM3NOHOMUIO BCe, UTO OHa 0 HeM mymarna! A oH... OH, Ha caMOM [eJie, UMeJl IPeTeH3UU



TOJIBKO Ha ee TeJio!

Eit BOpyr BCIIOMHUJICS €r0 TOPSTYUM IIOLe/yi, U KaK OH BCe BpeMs IIPU ciiydae ee XBaTajl CBOUMHU
pyuuiiamu. M3abesia CHOBa IIOKpacHesla BCIIOMHUB CBOIO PeaKIHUIo, TOJIBKO Ha cel pa3 OT 3JI0CTH Ha
cebs. OHa mepeq HUM 4YyTh JIy2KeM He pacTeknack. boxke, Kakas oHa UoUOTKa!

IdoBOMBHO 00 93TOM BCIIOMHHATh.

OHa OTBepHYy/Iach, OMHAKO XKaXKOyIIre HOAPOOHOCTeH [OMOYaAIlsl, IPUABUHYINUCE K Hell eme Gnuxke. U
TeIephb B OTKPHITHIX OBEPSX TOJIIUIIOCH ellfe OoJbiiie Hapomna. BoT cefiuac M3abesyia TOYHO Pa303JIHUIIACE.

BCKI/IHYJ'Ia T'OJIOBY U C KAMEHHEBIM JIMIIOM IIPDOM3HECIIA:

— MBI IPUIIITH K BHIBOY, YTO HdajibHelInee o0CyKIeHue yKe He UMeeT CMEICIa. [I0CKOIBKY BOIIPOC
ncuepmaH, B OyimKalIee BpeMsi, BEPOSITHO eIlle CeTOAHsI YTPOM, ocafia 3aMKa OymeT cHsita. U Mbl
IPOAOJIKUM XKUTh CIIOKOMHO. Kak x&unu Bcerga. A cefiyac, IpoIry MeHsI IPOCTUTh, — OTJIAfesia OHa
Bcex. — 4 xoTesna Ovl mocmaTh. IToaToMy...

IoroBoputs U3aberie He yOamoCh.

[TpuGexkan OOqWH U3 KapayJbHHIX, T€X CaMBIX, KTO 3aIlyCKall ee CerofgHs B 3aMOK. 3allbIXaBIITHUICS,
KpPacCHBHIU.

— Tawm... — BeImaBuUJI OH. — TpebyeTcs Bale IPUCYTCTBUE.

Bce ycTaBuimuck Ha rBapAeia ¢ TAKMMU JIMIIAMHU, KaK Oy[ITO K HUM IT0KaJioBajla camMa CBsITas
uHKBU3uLIUS. COH, KOTOPOro u 6e3 Toro He OBIJI0, KaK PYKOM CHsiyto. OHa OTJISHy/lIach Ha OKHO, IOTOM
CHOBa Ha rBappeuna.

— B yeMm pmeno? — rpo3HO Nporynesn HacynjieHHbIN ['pueH.

— He Mory 3HaTh, T0pH yIPaBISOIINM, BaM CaMOMY HaJlo 3TO BUETb, — IMOKJIOHUJICS TOT, KOCS B3TJIIOOM
Ha W3abemry. — IIpoiry mpoIeHus, MUJIEIHN.

IToBucmno HaIIPpAXKEHHO€ MOJIYaHHue.

U TyT pa3pmancs CTPaHHBIN TIIyxo¥ ymap. Janekuil ymap o OepeBy, SBHO CO CTOPOHBI OOIBIINX 3aMKOBBIX
BOPOT. B MOMEHTa/TbHO HACTYIIUBIIEH THIIMHE 3BYK OTHAJICS TPOMOM. A CIyCTsI KaKOe-TO BpeMs —
crnepyromuii. Y eme...

HenepenaBaeMaH CMeChb YyBCTB B3AMETHYJIACh B Oyllle Wzabemnwl. M cameie HexopoIlue HOJIO3peHI/IH!

[TepBEIM C MeCTa COPBAJICS Mar, CJIEOOM 3a HUM IPUIYCTUIACh Jienu Kaprus, y»KoM IPOTUCHYBIINCE MUMO
IeperopaxkKuBaBINero Ipoxoxn cynpyra. Tyma ke mobexkarna U ocTanbHas 4ensanb. OgHa Memucca 3aMepia,
YCTaBUBIINUCH BhITAPAIlEeHHBIMHU TJIa3aMHU Ha X03SHUKY 3aMKa. BUIHO OBIJIO, 4TO e# y2KaCHO XOYEeTCs
mobeKaTh Tyfa, HO OHA TOPYUT 30ECh U3 COJIUTaPHOCTH.

— Yto tam OITATH npoucxomut!? — B3opBanack M3abemnna.

U cxumasa KyJIaKH, HallpaBUJIaCh Ha CTEHY.
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Korpga M3abena yiia, OH ellle KaKOe-TO BpeMs CTOJI00M CTOsi/I Ha MecTe. CMOTpeJI, KaK OHa CKPBLIBAETCS
OT HEro 3a BOPOTaMU CBOEH...

XoTtenoch 6B CKa3aThk KpenocTu. Ho HeT, 3Ta MaJjieHbKas XpyIKas AeBYyIIIKa 3aKphlIach OT HETO CTEHAMU
CBO€eM ropoocTu. He mo3BouBINEH el IPOCUTH IIOMOIIH y TOTO, KTO 00s13aH OB 3a00TUTHCSA 0 Hel. Ei
Beqb OBLIIO TPYOHO, HABEPHOE, OYeHb, MHAa4Ye He BHIKOBAJICS OB TaKOM HecrubaeMbld xapakTep. Kak oHa
pocia, KaK CIIPaBJIsiiiach, OCTABIINCEH OOHA?

PaHbIlle OH Bcera 3arOHSI 9TH MBIC/TU BriTyOb, HE XOTeN 00 3TOM [laXke 3ayMbIBAaThCs. Temneps Ke 3TO
IIPOCTO HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMO JIE3JI0 HAa IIOBEPXHOCTE. [171eBaTh OH XOTEJI Ha BCe 3aMINeJIble TAWHbI JaBHETO
MIPOIIJIOr0, OHU [IJIT HETO He UMeIXd 3Ha4YeHus, Ho...

Twl, makoll 604bWoll, camoyeepeHHblll, cuabHbll! Hu pasy daxce He nouHmMepecosaacs, Kak jxusem meos
napa, modicem 6bimub, el Ymo-mo HyscHo? Hu pasy, 3a decsimb s1em. Ax 0a, mebe sice Heobxo0umo 6bL10
speMsi, Ymobbl NPUBbLIKHYMb K moMmy, 4mo y mebs, (o yxcac!), ecmv HapeueHHas. Hocuacs co ceoell
2opdocmuio, umobul He Oatli 5oz, HeHapokoM He no3eoaumsb yuemums. C8o600y nomepambs 60:1cA.

Tpyc u uduom.
Teos 20p0ocmb — HUYMO.

YV Hero mepexBaTHUJIO ObixaHue. [IpaBma o6pyIIHIack BHE3AIIHO, OTJIVIINB U OCJIENIUB €Tr0 Ha MUT. A TIOTOM
MIPUIIIO IPO3PEeHue.

C 6onblo, Kak OynTo TPEeCHYyJa cTapas IIKypa U cjie3ja ¢ Hero omMeTrkaMu. [locana, cThI 3a Bce cpa3y. OH
BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI C TOPSYUM CATHSIIIIUM YyBCTBOM B I'PY[H, UTO 3a BCE 3TO BPEeMsI JaXKe IMOJapoyvKa
MaJIeHBKOTO el He IpenonHec. Bce mymarn, u Tak MHOTO el 6ymer.

Iaxke 6ykeTrKa 6€CTOJIKOBOTO...

HaBepHoe, 9Ta MBIC/Ib U Obla HOBOpOTHOﬁ. EMy 00s13aTENILHO HY2KHO Ha4aThb BCE€ CHa4alla. U cpenate Bce
IIPaBUJIBHO. HOp6€pT CaM He 3HaJl, KaK IIPaBUJIbHO, HO 3HAJI I''TTaBHO€ — OH CMOXKeT.

byker.

MyX4YrHa Pe3K0 B3AOXHY U BHIIIE] U3 OLIETIEHEHUsI, CJIOBHO OTMeP. Pa3BepHyJICS U IOIIes K TOMY
caMOMYy ParCoBOMY IOJII0, KOTOPOEe OHU M3PSAHO BeITONTanu. Y ctan cobupaTs OBETH. Pyku y Hero,
KOHEYHO, He ObUIN K TAaKOMY IIPUBBIYHEL, ¥ BCS 9Ta PACTUTEJILHOCTD OT €T0 yCepaus BeIAUpasach Iy4yKaMy,
BMECTe KOPHSIMU, KOMBSIMU 3€MJTH ¥ TPaBOU.

Hwuduero. IToToM OH el jTy4Ime NBETH BCEro MUpa HOAapuT. bymeT mapuTh KazKObIM IeHb, 3aBaAJIUT ee. A
ceiyac eMy HYKHO OBLIO XOTb YTO-TO.

Ornsimen pacTpenaHHBN BEHUK, KOTOPHIM OH Hajieprasa, ¥ HaXMyPUICS, IIOTOMY YTO He TSHYJIO 3TO Ha
OykeT. AKKypaTHO OTOPBAJI JKeJIThie BePXYIIIKH COolBeTHi. Kak-To TaM 3aTecajiach elle JuKasi poMalllka 1
OOWH KOJIOKOJTbYUK. X TOXKe.

Brimrenn Tako# HEGOJIBINION MJIOTHHIN IIIAPUK M3 TOJIEBBIX [IBETOB, yXKe jrydirne. OCTamoch IEPEBI3aTh €ro
ONMUHHON TpaBUHKOM. He c mepBoro pasa, u He 6€3 IOMOIIN «BOJIIIEOHBIX» CJIOB, HO... IIOJTyYUJIOCH.
BykeTHK CO BCEMU IPENOCTOPOXKHOCTSIMU OTIIPABUJICS 3a Malyxy. Ele Hago ObII0 OTOATh KOe-KaKue
pacrIopsKeHus.

Koposnb ApradTapa cobpas CBOM TUYHEIHN OTpsifm. OTOOpPHEIE TOJIOBOPE3k], OHKU OMIKNCH C HUM BMECTe He
pa3. OHYM OaBHO yXe HAGIIoOaNy, 4TO C UX KOPOJIEM YTO-TO HEIIOHSITHOE TBOPUTCS. IlneBaTs. st ero
TOPMOCTH yKe ObIJIo 6e3pa3IuYHOo, CYUTAIOT U ero 6e3yMIileM COOCTBEHHBIE OOMITH.

OH OTHYyCTUII OTPSM.

3mecs OoJIbIlle He ¢ KeM OUTHCS, M 3alUIIATh €r0 HU OT KOr'0 He Hafo.

A TO, 4TO OH MONXKEeH chernaTh, OH [OJIKEH CHelaTh CaM.

— Cup, — nomelTaacs BO3pa3uTh, YIPIMO CKJIOHUB I'OJIOBY, eTo oduIlep.
— BricTynaniTe HeMeaJIeHHO. OTO IPHUKas.

— Ho cup...

HopGepT XMBIKHYI.



— BbI MHe He HSIHBKH. OCTaBUTE MHE KOHS ¥ XBaATHUT. YTO 51 He M0GepyCh CaMOCTOSITEIBHO Mo ApranTapa?

HekoTopoe ob6meryenre 0003HaYMIOCh HA JIUIle Y oduliepa, pa3 KOPOIb MOUIYTUII, 3HAYHUT, OH B [TOPSTKE.
A Hop6epT MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY HOPOTH:

— OTo mpuKas.

MHOTO BpeMeHU 3aKaJIeHHEIM GoiillaM He moTpe6oBasock, U cCKkopo Hop6GepT yKe CMOTpeI, KaK ero OTPSIL
ymassieTcsi OT 3aMKa. TOJIBKO IIBIIb JIeTeJIa U3-TI0M KOIILIT.

Teneps rinaBHOE.
ITocnemHu# B3TNIsAQ Ha OOPOTY.

[ToToM OH pa3BepHYJICA U IIOLIEN K 3aMKy. [IpoTomasn mo HacTUIy, OCTAHOBUJICS y CaMbIX BOPOT. BricoKue,
00606uTHIE KeJIe3HBIMU ITojiocaMu. Hop6GepT oTomien Ha HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB M CTaJI CAUPATH C ce0s JOCIIexHu.
Onu OyAyT TOJIBKO MEIIAaTh, IBUKEHUST CKOBLIBATh.

CHauaJia Ha HaCTHJI C TPOXOTOM IIOJIeTeNI ITaHIILIPh, IIOTOM BCE OCTalbHOe. B caMoM KOHIIEe OH 6epekHO
ITOJIOKUJI psimoM Med. OcTaBuil npu cebe TOIbKO OBa KOPOTKUX KMHKAJa, Oy yomoocTBa.

A pamnpine...

kkk

C xakuM YyBCTBOM KM3abesna 1ia Ha CTeHy!

Oocama, o6m1ma ¥ 3710CTH B3BUJIMCEH B HEll C HOBOM CHJIOH.

OH He cMeJ 9TOrO JefaTh, He CMeJl ITocsATaTh Ha ee rpanunsl! OHa Ke SICHO eMy CKa3alla, YTO HeHaBUOUT
ero. Bot u mycTh youpasncs Ovl K 4epTy B cBo¥ ApranTap! IIpoxuna 6b Kak-HUOYIE...

Ho ecnu oH cefivyac 6ymeT BEIIaMBIBATh BOPOTA...

Ecnu oH nmocmeeT 3TO cOenarh...

Ona ero HUKOI'TJA He nipocTuT!

XO0Tenock 3a0parth:

— Capimuis, Thi! HopOepT ApranTtapckuii! ECau TH TOJIBKO 3TO CHelaelb... ! !!

Ho BokpyT GbINTM €€ 100K, Ha Hee CMOTPEJIN, OHA X035HKa 3aMKa U 00s3aHa COXpaHsTh CIIOKoicTBUE. U
OHa coxpaHsna. O, HeHO! KaKUX TUTAHUYECKUX YCUJIMU OHa ero coxpaHsal

IToka moGpanachk m0 HafgBpaTHOM OalrHu, IToKa B30ekasa 1o JIECTHHIlE HaBepX, TaK HaKpyTuia cebs, 94To B
TOT MOMEHT OBbIJIa 371a KaK CTO YepTei. M uCKpeHHe ero HeHaBuaea.

kkk

BriOpasack HaKOHEI], a TaM TOJT4es, JII0eld MHOTO, HO BCE CTOSIT 3aMepinue. Kakoi-To CTPaHHBIN 1Ty M,
OHa He MOoTJia IIOHATDH er0 IPUPOY.

— IToueMy HUKTO HMUETO He MIpeOIpUHUMaeT?! — XOTeJI0Ch €l TapKHYTh.
OpHako OHa clepzKasach.

[Tepen HEl paccTynunuch, M3abesia npoiia K mapaneTy. [IepBbId B3T/ISA Ha 1arepb — TaM IIyCTO.
Cnepyromuit — BHM3. Hukoro... TOIBKO AOCIeXU Ha JIePeBIHHOM HACTHUIIE Ieped BOPOTaMU.

Ee mionu 3aTuxu. A CHM3Y LUIyM, CUILJIOE ObIXaHWEe U CTPAHHBIM CKPEeXKeT.

— YTo IpOouCXOOUT? — CHOEepPzKUBas IPOCTh, CIIPOCHUTIa OHAa IJIyXUM IlenioToM. — [loueMy 51 HU4ero He
BUXKY?

— Taxk BHI OTCIOfa HE yBUOUTE, MUJIEOUW, — OTPAIlOPTOBA ey CTOSBILIMUI pAaAgDoOM Kapay'J'ILHHﬁ rBapoeen. —
9TOo Hamo CHHU3y CMOTpPE€Th, C 3€MJIU. UJIU OTTyHa, Irae IO bEMHBIN BOPOT...

— YTo npoucxomut?! — moBTOopmiia M3abema

— Taxk ero BeIM4eCcTBO Ha BOpoTa... — O0€eIl 0CeKCsl, HO IIOTOM IIOIPaBHAJNCSA U 604po 3akoH4YmMiI. — Ero
Benu4yecTBO HopOepT ApranTapCKuii Ha BOPOTa JIe3€T.



Korma oH 910 cKa3zain, y 3abesnibl B MePBBI MOMEHT OBLI CTYIIOP.

To ecThb, 9TOT... B30upaeTcs Ha BopoTa ee 3aMkKa? Cam? OmuH?

— A rme? — He OBIJIO CJIOB, OHA IIPOCTO IIOMaxaja PyKOM, ITOKa3kiBas Ha MOObEe3THYIO JHOPOry.
— Tak yexanu Bce, MUJIEN.

YTO-TO OYEeHb CTPAHHOE 3allleBeNIuJIOCh V¥ Hee B IPynu. UT0-TO, OTPOMHOE, IIpsTaBllieecss BHYTPU 3a
GeccubHBIM OeIIeHCTBOM. A K Hel yxke npubau3unuck bnaut u I'pueH.

— Munepnu, — BRITApAIllWI Ha Hee Tjla3a CTapuK. — MBI HUKaK He MOXKEM aTaKoBaTh ero BenudecTtBo. OH
6e3opyxkeH! Y o omua. Hukakoi yrpo3sl... 310 66110 OBl HEIIPABUILHO ¥ HEOUIIJIOMATUYHO.

A BraHT mTpoCTO CMOTpEJ Ha Hee, HO TaK BHIPA3UTEJIFHO U MHOTO3HAYUTEIIBHO.
Hukako# yrpo3si? HenpaBunbHo?! X0TEI0CH B3BHITh!

W3abesnna 3akaTuia riasa. [IoTom 3akphiia UX ¥ MEQJIEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA. A MOCJIe yIbI0OHYIach OQHUMU
KOHYUKaMu I'y0 u BeIfana:

— MHe 6e3pa3IuvHoO.
U yuina co CTeHHL.

kokok

B Gamraio! M Kak MOXKHO CKOpee. A OH IIyCTh fenaeT, YTo XxoueT. Eil 6e3pa3nuyHo!
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OHa yKe CIIyCTHUJIaCh CO CTEHBI BO IBOP, KOI'la HaBCTpedy el KMHyJach tequ Kaprus.
— Munepu HM3abenna, ronybyika, BoT! — [TouyTeHHas maMa CBETHUJIAaCh OT BO30OYXKIEHUS.
— Yto 3T0? 3auem? — oTHmepHynack M3abesnna.

A pama cyHyma e¥l B pyKy HeOOJIBIITYI0 YyTYHHYIO CKOBOPOIKY. Takyto GyecTsiIy0, CTapUHHYIO, IJIOCKYIO,
YKpallleHHYI0 BeChMa U3SIIHEIM JTUTheM. B mpumaHoM gaMa XpaHuja ee, 4To JIU?

— BoT, Bo3pMuUTE, MUIEON! ITO MOKET IPUTONUTLCsI! — TJla3a JeJu CUSIX a3apToM 0os.

Huyero He mMOHSITHO.

Ho B ToT MmoMeHT W3abesie ObII0 HE IO TOTO, OHA CXKaJlla IJIafKyIo Ky4Ky 1 MeXaHU4YeCKU OTBETHJIa:
— Cmacwubo.

Jlepu Kaprus KUBHYJIa C KAKUM-TO OCOGLIM OJIarOrOBEHMEM, CXBaTHIIa €€ 3a PYKY ABYMs CBOMMH, CXKajla U
npobopMoTana:

— Hy, mau Bor!
Iatt Bor, momymana U3a6enna. [la# eit bor Tepnenus!

Y HampaBuilach K cebe B OalllHIO, HE 3aMeyasi, YTO TaK U CXKHUMAeT B PyKe CKOBOPOMKY. ITofHsIach 1Mo
BUHTOBOM JIECTHHIIE HaBEPX U 3alepiiach B CIlajbHe, IPeIBapUTEIbHO BHITPOBOAUB OTTyOa Menuccy.

Cmatb. A oH — IIyCTh BBEITBOPSIET, YTO XO4YeET.

Pemm B 3aMOK IOMIACTh UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHEIM ciocoboM? Munoctu mpocum! HalimeTcst TaM, KOMy ero
BEJIMYECTBO BCTPETUTH U IIPUBETUTD, 000UAYTCS KaK-HMOynb 6e3 Hee. BoH, mycTh oTmyBatoTcst I'pueH c
BnautoMm u nepu Kaprueii. BcTtpeTaT, IpUBETAT, & IOTOM IIYCTh €I0 BeJINYEeCTBO IIpOBAJIMBaeT B CBOU
ApranTap!

E#t 6e3pa3nuyHo.

E# Hamo jiedb B IOCTETD, YKDPBITECA OOESTIOM, XKeJTaTeJIbHO OBYMS OOesdaIaMU IIOTOJIIIE. U cnatb. YTOOH He
OyMaTb HU O YeM.

Ho cnath oHa Tak u He jeria. Kakoi TaM cox!
H3abesna n3BoOuiIack HepBaMu M MeTajach 110 KOMHATE.

kokok

[TpuImoch BCIIOMHHATh HABEIKHM, OH HEMHOTO ImogpacTepsin ¢opmy. Ho Ha BopoTa HopbepT B300Opancs
OOBOJIFHO CKOPO. [IBa KMHKaJjla, OHU YOOOHO NPOHUKAJIH B IIEJIM MEXIY JOCKaMM BOPOT U LIETJISAIUCH 3a
MeTaIndeCKue MOI0CH U CKOOH. M Hapo OBIJIO TOMBKO TPABUJIPHO PUKCUPOBATEH CBOM BEC HA OOHOM PYKE,
IIOKa APYTro# co3gaBajl HOBYIO OIIOPY.

omnes. IToToM HEMHOTO CMECTHJICS BI€BO, U3JIOBYMJICS U HBIPHYJI B IMPOKOE OTBEPCTHE, U3 KOTOPOI'0O
CIIyCKaJiach Llellb IOOBEMHOI0 BOpoTa. TaM OBLIK JII0OU, ee IBapaeHlEl, OHU MOJT4a PACCTYIUINUCE IIepen
HUM, a OOVH yKa3aJl, Ky[a [aJibIlle UITH.

910 6BUIO He nuitHee, Hop6GepT moOkIBal BO MHOTHX 3aMKax, HO Cef4ac eMy He XOTeJI0Ch TPaTUTh BpeMsi
Ha TO, 4TOOBI UCKATh JOPOTY.

Bo gBope ero xpanu.

Ee ympaBnsiomnii, Mar U moxusas gamMa, 4eM-TO HallOMHUBIIas eMy jiegu bnusapaoy ®yko. YpaBiasaommui
BRIIIE]I Bliepen, a HopOGepT MpUroTOBUIICS K AOJITOMY M BSI3KOMY pa3roBopy. OgHAaKO CTapuK IIOKJIOHUJICS U
TIPOTOBOPUII:

— Baiiie Beim4ecTBO, MBI pafbl IIPUBETCTBOBAThH BaCc B 9TOM 3aMKe.
Yynmeca, ogHAKO, TogyMaiock eMy. Hop6epT KUBHYI ¥ OCTOPOXKHO IMOMHTEPECOBAJICS:
— A nemu U3abenna? Xo3siika 3aMka? OHa...

YHpaBJ'IHIOH.II/Iﬁ CJIeTKa OolIapallleHHO YKa3aJl Ha TI'JIaBHYIO OamH©0. OH BCKHHYIJI I'OJIOBY, BrjigdgeJiCd — OKHa



Ha caMoM Bepxy. Hy, kak Obl MHOTO OH U He 0XKumaj. M moiiesn K MOJgHOXKKWIO TIaBHOM OAIllHU 3aMKa.
kkk
KoHeuHo ke, OHa BUe/Ia U3 OKHa, YTO BO ABOPE IIPOUCXOIUT!

U kak ato uypmoBuile, HopbepT ApranTapckuil HampaBUjICS HIPsIMO K ee OamrHe. OHa 6ecusack U XKaana,
4TO OH C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY IIOSIBUTCS U3 IBEPEN.

Bom oHa, pacnaama 3a cemucomaemuet 0agHocmu matuHyrw npemeH3uto poda Ap2zaHmapckux K pooy,
npasauw,emy Cagocmueil. Bo 8csikom cayuae, uMeHHo ¢ «IIpekpacHoll 1edu Icmenv», eviweduwell Ko20a-
mo emopbulM 6pakoM 3a Ko20-mo u3 npedkoe Hopbepma, ece u Ha4an0cho.

HmeHHO ¢ Hee 8ce now/ia cmpawHas matiHa poda Ap2aaHmapcKux, y KoOmopbsix NOMOM 8 Yemeepmom, d
UH020a NAMOM UAU Ce0bMOM KO/eHe POHCOANUCh MAAbHYUKU C CYU,HOCMbl OpakoHa. A 8ce nomomy 4mo ¢
UX U3HA4aAbHOU Kansel OpakoHbvell Kposu CMeuwdasdcb Mma KpOXOmHAs Kpoxd, Ymo Nposie/s4dch pas 8
COMHU /1Iem y HCeHWUH ee pooa.

Y Hee. H3abense npocmo OuKO noses/o.

Huuezo amoeo oHa 8 cebe He ywyacmeosasia. Ho ee 6amiowka... HeuzgecmHo, Kak OH 3mo onpedeau, HO
OHO U NOCAYHCUA0 NPUHUHOU, noyeMy KHA3b Bepxapld 3akao4ua ¢ Koposaem Ap2aHmapa 3mom matiHulu
dozosop.

CMoTpena Ha OBepb, a BpeMs IIJIo.

A ero Bce He OBIIIO, U TeIlEePhb OHA Oecuiach ellle OOoIbIIe.
[ToTomy 4TO OH J1€3 B €€ DalIHIO.

Jle3 o cTene!

Cuauasa, korga M3abera noHsJa, oHa omerruia. KuHymach K OKHY, OTKPBIJIA U TJISHYJIa BHU3. A TaM —
OoH. JIOBKO BTBHIKasl KWHXKAaJIbI B IIIBLI MEXXAY KaMHSIMH KJIaJKHU, y2Ke B300pasics BhIIIEe cepequHbl 6amrHu. Bo
OBOPE 3aMKa CTOJIIHUJIACh BCS €€ Yessdb, ¥ MaJjio TOTO, YTO OHU TaJIeIld, BEIKPUKUBA:

— Orge!

Tax ele ¥ TPUTAILIUINA KYCOK ITapyCUHHI! A 3TOT HempoIirnbaeMblii, TBEPHOOJIOOkH BCe YIOPHO ne3 BBepx. K
Hel. Eme HeMHOTO, 1 0OH 3a0epeTcs B OKHO...

Hasepnoe, 3T0 u OB Opemen.
Upnot! Pemmun copBaTtbesa u pa3butbesa?! O, Tak OHa eMy ITOMOXKET!

He momnro mymasi, oHa BEICYHYJIACh U3 OKHA U CTajia JIYIUTH €T0 TOM caMO¥ CKOBOPOXKOM II0 T'OJIOBE, 110
mievaM, Kyaa MpungeTcs. [sas Ha 9TO BCe, TOJIAa BHU3Y IPOCTO PEBEeia OT BOCTOpPra.

Ho HW3abenna B TOT MOMEHT HMYET0 HE CIIHIIIANa, e Ob10 He mo Toro. OHa 3ammumanack! IToTomy
Hop6GepT ApranTapcKuii, BCe-TaKu YMYIOPUJICS BTUCHYTHCS B €€ OKHO, YBOPAUMBASICh OT CKOBOPOJKH U
BTSITUBAs TOJIOBY B Ijiedu. M cpa3y 3aHsiI co00¥ BCe MECTO B KOMHATEe, TAKOW KPEIIKUM U BO3MYTUTEIILHO
0oJIBIION. 3aMep Ha MTHOBeHME, GU3MOHOMUS MpayvyHas U XMypasi.

OHa HEeBOJILHO OTCTYIIHJIa K ABEPH, CHOBa BCKUBIBASI CBOE OPYyXKUE. A OH HEOXKUOAHHO MSTKO epexXBaTUI
ee PYKy ¥ BOPYT OIyCTHJICS Iepef Hel Ha OOHO KOJIeHO. Bce 3Ty 4yBCTBa BCe ellle KUIIeNIN B HEH, HO
H3abenna Toxke HEBOJIPHO 3aMepiia, IIISAOs Ha Hero.

MyK4YuHa TSKeJI0 BEIIOXHYJI ¥ IIOMOPIIUJIICSA, KaK OYOTO KOJIIOYHUHM KOM Ilaparai eMy TopJiio.
— S upmort u Tpyc. Ho... — mporoBopun oH, cOUBasICh.

A moToM moe3 3a ma3yxy M BRITAIWJI OTTYyHAa MOMSITHIN, TPUAABIIEHHBIM OYKETHUK ITOJIEBLIX IIBETOB.
BunoBaTO ynIbIOHYICS U BBIOABUII:

— 1 mo610 TEbS.
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IlTok. 3TO, KOHEYHO XKe, OBIJI IIIOK [JIST Hee.

Ha si3pIKe BepTeoch MHOXKECTBO CJIOB, @ 9TOT HEBO3MOXKHBIN TUII CMOTPENI Ha Hee U XKOaJl, TAXKeJo IObIIIa.
U y Hee ocela u Kak-TO caMa coboi ucrapusiach 3710CTh. Mi3abeia ycTaBuiachk Ha IIOMATHIE LIBETHL B €T0
OOJIBIIION ¥ KPemKo# pyKe. ITomyMaTh TOMBKO, 3TOT 4ypOaH caM JoTrafaliCs uX HapBaTh?

OHa B3si71a y HEro OYKeTHK, KauHyJla I'0JIOBOM B CTOPOHY M Havarsa:

— Ho Th1 ke He gymaems, Hop6epT ApraHTapCKui. ..

OH BCKUHYJI PYKY, Kak OyITO XOTeJl KOCHYThCS IIalbllaMy ee I'y0, HO He PelInIca U 3aMep Ha IIOJIIyTH.
— IMopmoxknu, — mporoBopui cOuBasick. — He oTBeuail MHe HMUEero cerdac. ITpocTo mai mokKasarsk...

B riazax 4To-TO TaKoe, Heu3pedeHHOe, KapKoe, 3aTIruBalolliee B Iy4UHy, Kak OyOTO OH CMOTpeJI el
npsMo B pyury. [leBylIka HaXMypuiach, He IIOHUMasi, YTO UMEHHO 3TOT MyXK4YWHAa UMeJl B BUAY, HO BCe-
TaKu KUBHYIIA.

— JlapgHO.
U B TO Ke MI'HOBEHME OKa3aJjlach y HETO Ha pyKax.

HeoxXupgaHHO, HO TaK YOOOHO U MPUSTHO OBIJIO 0KA3aThCS B €r0 OGBATHSX, KaK OYOTO HaKOHEeIl OMOM
nonasna. OHa YMeCTHUJIacCh ¥ ero IPyOH BCsl, BMecTe ¢ 6YKeTHKOM M CKOBOPOIKOM, KOTOPYIO 3a4eM-TO
IIPOIOJIXKAIA KPEMKO CXKUMATh.

— ToI He TIOZKaeelb, — IIETHYJI OH el Ha yXo.
W 6wICcTpPO IIOHEC KyHa-To. A OHa...
HaBepHoe, OH MPOCTO 3aCTasl ee BPACIIJIOX, UK 3TO KaKas-TO MaTH.

HeT, Mi3abenma moHMMama, 4TO ee, BIafleTeJIbHYIO KHAKHY CaBOCTHHM, BOT TaK HECYT Ha PyKax IIPsIMO Ha
rjla3ax y BCero 3aMkKa. M 3Tu ee BepHbIEe IOOOaHHBIE, 9TU UHTPUTAHbI, KOTOPEIE, BPoAe OBl JOIKHBI OBLITH
3aluiaTh ee UHTEePECH, OHU BCe OPYKHO PanylOTCsA U Kpudar:

— One! Omne!

EMy, Mexkay npoduM, Kpu4aT, HarjioMmy 3axBaTuuky. Y3abesia mana ce6e CI0BO pa3fmaTh UM BCEM
«IIPSIHUKOB». Ho 3TO BCE IIOTOM.

Celtuac oHa IOYEMY-TO JaXKe Pa303/IUTLCSI TOJIKOM He MOrJa.
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— MOEEEE! MO4d4d44! — BOCTOPKEHHO peBejia PaKOHbS CYITHOCTb.

A myxuuHa 6epekHO MPUKMMaI K TPYAN CBOE IPUTHUXINIEE COKPOBUIIE U OBICTPO HEC ee TIPOYb U3
3aMKa. I3 KkpenocTy, KOTOPYIO OHa 3alluiliaia Ao nociaenuero. Ero gopakonoyka. Hamo Xke, nynuna ero
CKOBOPOIKOM... Y HETO OT HEOOBSICHUMOTO YIOBOIBCTBHUS M HE2KHOCTHU T'yOBI B yIBIOKE PACIION3aJIUCh,
CTOMJIO BCIIOMHUTH, C KAKOM CTPACThIO OHA €ro oxakKMBajla, KakK CBepKajll ee CUHUE TIa3a. 3HaYuT, He
XOJIOOHA OHa K HeMY, He paBHOOYIIIHA!

He Tepnenoctk 3abpaTh ee K cebe, YHECTH B CBOM [IOM, ¥ TaM OH CMOXKET [oKa3aThb e¥, uTo... Kakoii xxe oH
BCe-TaKu UAUOT, CTOIBKO BpeMeHHU OOSIJICST 3TOTO KaK OTHS, a BOT OHO IIPHIIIO, ¥ ceiyac OH... ['yObI CHOBa
PpacIIon3nuch B yILIOKe, a OpoBu 03a00UYEeHHO COIIINTHMCH Ha nepeHocurie. Hago OBIJIO TOPOIUTHCS, TOKa OHA
CHOBa He Hayaja C HUM BOEeBAaTh.

— Cup, KX-KXMMM, — pa3fanoch cOOKY MoKallIuBaHue.

He c6aBnsis mara HopGepT CKOCHUIICS B CTOPOHY, PSIAOM IIIEJT ee YePHSBBEIM Mar. A 3a HUM, e[IBa II0CIIeBasi,
YIPaBIAIOIIUY U Ta JaMa, Toxoxas Ha jiequ bnusapny @yko. Eile Kakue-To JII00U.

— I'oBopu. UT0? — PHIKHYJI HETEPIEIUBO.
— Bamre BennuecTBo, mopTai.
Hop6epT 3acThll HA MTHOBEHHUE, & Mar KalUITHYJ B KyJIaK U CKa3aJ IPOCTO:

— Tlopran GrICTpee KOHS.



He roBops Hu cinoBa, HopGepT pa3BepHYJICS U PBAHYJI B TY CTOPOHY, Ky[a IIOKa3bIBAJI Mar.

kkk

B TememopTallMOHHOM 3ajie MPHUIIIOCh MOA0XKaaTh. COBCEM HEeMHOTO, 6YKBaJbHO CEKYH/IEI, IT0OKa Mar
OBICTPO JIeTas IaabIlaMH II0 IJIaCTHHEe apTedakTa, HACTpauBasI IIOPTAll ¥ BEICTABIISAI KoopauHaTel. Ho ene
BBICTOSI/I, KaXKflasi CeKyHa — CJIOBHO KaIl/Isi pacKaJIeHHOr o CBHUHIA.

— I'oTOBO, — HaKOHEI] ITPOrOBOPUJI Mar, OTCTyIasl.

N3zabenna Bopyr 3aBo3unack. Het! MHCTUHKTUBHO BXkKai ee B cebs1, OH He JacCT el nmepegyMaTk. TOJIBKO HE
ceriyac.

— Mou monu...

— TTotigyT ¢ HaMu, — nporoBopusl HopOepT, CKIIOHSS K HEM JIUII0, U IIarHyJ B ITopTarl.
A panpine HopbepT Obl1 yKe OBl y ceds.
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Ia, oHa eMy 3TO II03BOJIMJIa, HABEPHOE, IIPOCTO OIIOMHUTLCS He yCIea.

U HeT, OHa He cOana KpemocCTh.

Ho, pa3 y y HUX Ha4YaIHUCh IEPEr0OBOPHI Ha YPOBHE I'JIaB CONPENeNbHBIX TOCYAapCTB, OHA IPOCTO 06si3aHa
ObLIa YBUOETH TO, YTO € cOOMpPaIuCh MoKa3aTh.

kkk

FOBOpHT, JOoMa M CTEeHBI IIOMOI'aloT. HeI/I3BeCTHO, TaK JIK 3TO, HO CTONJIO TOJIELKO OKa3aThCs B POOHOM
ApranTape, Hop6epT cpa3y BOOXHYJI IOJIHOM I'pyAsio. U maxe Kak OyaTo sHEPruu mpubaBUIIOCH.

3aTo ero crpaxa, YBUIOEB CBOET0 KOPOJIsi, IIOSBUBIIETOCS B CAMOM PACXPHUCTAHHOM BUIE M3 MTOpPTaja C
KHs12kKHOM CaBOCTHH Ha PYKax, [a eIlle U JII0Iel, BLICHIIABIINX 3a HUM CJIEIOM, CHaudaja, KOHEeYHO, ClIerkKa
Iprcena OT U3YMJIEeHUS, OMHAKO Ke, OTIOMHUIACh OBICTPO M MOIBITAIaCh BCTATh HA 3allUTy CBOETO
KOPOJIS.

— IIpous! — psaBkHy HopOGepT u GHICTPO IOIIEN IT0 KOPUAOPaM CBOETO 3aMKa.
Co BceM OCTaJIbHBIM OH coOUpasicsa pa3o0paThCsi IIOTOM.
CHauaJla ryiaBHOe.

OTKyma-To u3 60KOBOr0 KOPUAOPA BHIHBIPHYJT HaUYaTbHUK €T0 CEKPEeTHOM CcIyKO0nl KanuTaH ['ypo. Ha xomy
raJlaHTHO PAaCKJIaHSJICS.

— Munenu, Ballle BeJIN4YeCTBO.

A moToM cpa3sy XxKe Totres OBICTPHIH JOKJTad, KOPOTKO U TOJIBKO camMoe BazxkHoe. Koposis He OBIJIO 0KOJIO0
HeIely, a Koraa yesxasi, goM ObUI 0oI0H rocteit. Hago e 6bUI0 y3HATD, YTO M3MEHUIIOCH B €T0
OTCYTCTBHE, BOPYT OHU y2Ke pa3obpanu 3aMOK I10 KaMellKy?

Hwuuero He n3mMeHusnocs. oM mo-nmpexHeMy ObII TOIOH roctei. Kpome reprora JIMHOOCCKOTO U
HacnemHuKa CaparoTCKuX, HUKTO TakK U He yexas. Y cefiuac Bce 9Ta BEHIIEHOCHAsI KOMIIAHUS 10
0OBIKHOBEHUIO MIPUSITHO IIPOBOAMIIA BPEMS B OOJMBINION KOPOJIEBCKOM TOCTHHOM. HopGepT MpadHo
YCMEXHYJICSI, BCE OHM OCTAJIUCh XKaTh €r0 BO3BPAIEHUS, COOUPATh CIIETHU U OMYCTOIIATh eTo morpeba?

Bynet uM moBop, [1s CILIeTeH!

Kopons HanmpaBuscs mpsMo Tyaa.



rjiaBa 48

Cuauana M3abesnna, 3axBaueHHast BPACILJIOX CUJION YYBCTB 3TOT'0 MY2KYUHEI U €0 BHE3AITHBIMU
OTKPOBEHUSIMHU, IIPOCTO HE CMOTJIa COIPOTUBIATLCSA MOPHIBY. [I0TOMY YTO OH IIOAXBATUJI €€ KaK CTUXUMHOE
OemcTBUe, HEOTBPATUMEIHM 1 Oecnomanubeiii. Kak yparan. Kaxk... mpakos!

Ho HeoxupmanHoe moBepue... UHTyUTUBHOE 3HaHKE, YTO YyOOBHIIE He IPUYUHUT el Bpema. Takoe
HeIorpelmnmMoe 1 npaBuiibHoe. OTKyHa TOJIBKO YTO B35JI0CH?

Ona paccnabumnach B ero pyKax U 4yBCTBOBasia cebs1 TaK XOPOIIO U HafleXkKHO, YTO OT BCEr'0 3TOr0 axKe
KaK-TO CTPAHHO HadyWHAaJla KPYXKUTHCS rojioBa. HaBepHoe, 3TO IOTOMY YTO OBUTAJICS OH CJIMIIKOM
crtpemutenbHO. Ee Bpome OB He YKAYKUBajIO, HO IOYEMY-TO HEM3MEHHO BO3HUKAJIO XKeJlaHUe TPUKAThCA K
ero rpynu.

BJIOXHYTB €ro 3allaX U MPUKPEITE I'JlIa3a. HOTOMY YTO OT HEroO I1aXJIO YUCTHIM ObIXaHHMEM, 30J0POBBIM
MY2KCKHUM TeJIOM, II0OTOM, KOoXel, xkejie3oM. CHUIOM OT HETO IaxJo, U MYy2KeCTBOM. U Bce 3TO cMelnBaIoch
B HEYTO Y2KaCHO, IIPOCTO OO0 HEIIPUIINYHUA IIPUTATAaTEJIbHOE.

W gBuraThCs BOT TaK BMECTE C HUM KyHa-TO, HaBEPHOE, MOKHO OBIJIO BEYHO.

OpHaKo, CTOUJIO e MOHSATh, Ky[la OH B 0YepegHOH pa3 10 KOPHUAOpaM 3aBOpPayMBaeT, pacciiablIeHHOCTH
Kak He OniBasio. M3abenia Beab IPeKpacHO MOMHMIA OCHOBHYIO reorpaduio ero 3amka. OH Hec ee cefiyac
B GOJIBIIIYI0 KOPOJIEBCKYIO TOCTUHYIO. A TaM B 9TO BpeMs KakK pa3 coOpaiuch BCe KOPOHOBAaHHEIE
CIJIETHUKHU Pa30M.

Bce stu Caparorckue u BaneHsucckue, u... 1 apyrue!

OHa BOpPyT BCIIOMHMIIA, B KAKOM BUAE ITPENCTaHeT Ieped HUMU, ¥ HEBOJILHO HAIIPSTriach, IPeICTaBUB, KaK
CMOTPSITCS €e IIOMsITOe JOMalllHee IIJIaThe ¥ BCKJIOKOUYeHHEIe BOoIockl. Kommap!

HesBonwHo B3rnsuyna Ha HopGepTa, a y Toro Bup O elre jiy4itie. [Ipununiime Ko 10y, BjlaXHBIE OT II0Ta
BOJIOCHI, COMTEIE B KPOBBL KOCTSIIIKY U TTIOPBAHHKBIN MecTamMu Ay6neT. HaBepHsaka oboaparcs, Koraa jie3 K
Hel B 6amrH0. Ho oH He obparmran Ha 9TO BHUMaHUS, eMy I1JIeBaTh Ha BCe, Bedb OH KOPOJb. A oHA?

U emre. B kakoM KauecTBe Bo0OIIIe OHa 3mech? Tpodeit, unu...? M3abenna HaxMypHUIack.

[TepexwuBaTh 10 3TOMY ITOBOAY OBUIO yKe mo3gHO, moToMy uTo HopbepT ApranTapckuii ¥ BIIPSIMb
OBUTAJICS CIUIIKOM CTpeMuTenbHO. OH yKe BXOOWUI B IBEPU CBOEH TOCTUHOM.

A TYyT, KaK 4 CjiegoBaJlio oxkupaTh! BeHIleHOCHEIE TOCTH, BECh €TI0 OBOD.

HpHBeTCTBeHHHe BO3rjiaCel, KOTOPEIMHU KOPOJIs IIOHAa4YaJly BCTPETUJIN, CaMHu Cco00¥ CTUXJIN, BECENIbE YB4AJIO
1 BOLIAPHUJIOCE MOJIYaHHE. Bce Ha HUX YCTaBHUJIUCh U HACTOPO2XKEHHO 3aTHUXJIX, BEITATHUBAsA III€U B
IpenBKyLIeHUW CKaHOalla.

[TonoxkeHue axoBOe, KaK roBapuBajia UX Kyxapka.

H3abese HUYEro He OCTABaJI0Ch, KPOMeE KaK IMPUHATH HEBO3MYTUMBIN BH[. A OH IIPOTOIIAJl Yepe3 BeCh 3ail
C Hel Ha pykKax. OCTaHOBHIICA y CBOET'0 KOPOJIEBCKOTO KpecJyia, 0T KOTOPOTO TYT XK€ BCe IIOJaiiCh B
CTOPOHEI, M OOHUM CJIIUTHHIM ABUKEHUEM yCaauJl ee Tyaa.

Oromren Ha mar. Beimepskasn HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], a IIOTOM OIIYCTHJICS Ilepen Hell Ha OOHO KOJIEHO H...
ITporosopun:
— Jleou U3aberna, KHsIXKHa CaBOCTUMCKAs, THL... BRIAOEIH 32 MEeHsS?

[ITTopMm B rnasax u LIyMHOe AbIxaHWe. M 4epT 3HaeT, CKOJIBKO YyBCTB U MbIciei! Tak BOT, 4TO OH XOTeJl el
IIOKa3aTh.

Ox cHoBa omapamun ee. Kak 6ynTo onaTh IITYpPMOBaJll ee KPerocTh, CHOCS Ha CBOEM IIyTHU BCe
npensTtcTsud. Ho...

«Tbl o1ce omKaxcewvecsa, He omcmynuwbv?» — cnpawueaau ee 21ad3d.
«Huko20a, cavlwuwb» — omeeudaiu ezo.

«Tak Heav3s!»

«KaaHycw. Tvl HE nodcaneewb»

«Yepm 661 mebsi nobpaa, Hopbepm Apaanmapckuti...»



«5 1060 mebsa»
MyxKuuHa CMOTpEeJI Ha Hee KakK Tormga u xknan. CeKyHOs! IITH.

Eif B TOT MOMEHT OLIJI0O HEMHOTO CTpPalIHO, BCe-TaKu 3TO Ha BCIO XKHU3HB. Ho cepAale y2Ke BbEICKaKUBaJlo U3
T'PyAH, a B AyIlIe TpeleTajio 4YTO-TO, KaK 6YIITO PaCKpPEIBAJIIMCh OoJbIme KPBITIbA.

HOTOMy YTO OHa BAOPYT IIOHMAJIA €T0.

OH Ke HeBEPOSITHBIM TOpaell. A TyT )Xe — CJIMIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO BCE, CJIMIIIKOM HEOOHO3HA4HO! 'oybie
4YyBCTBA, SMOLMU Ha Pa3phlB, YA3BUMOCTE. W CIUIITKOM MHOTIO TJias.

Ho, HaBepHOE, OH MOT TOJIBKO Tak.
Hy 4T0 X...
W HeT, oHa He cobupanachk TOITATh €ro ropmocTk. Hukorma.

H3abernna CKOCHIach Ha CKOBOPOMKY B CBOel pyke. TaM, KOT{la OH IITYPMOBAJ €€ KPEIMoCcThb, 3TO OBITIO ee
OpyKueM, HO He 3[eCh U ceifiyac. AKKypaTHO IIOJIOKHMJIa Ha KOJIEH! U IPUKPLUIA [IEHHYIO BELIUITY
CKJIaJIKaMH IIJIaThs, ellle MPUTOAUTCS KOTrna-HuGyab KaK apryMeHT B IIeperoBopax.

A TIOTOM BBIIPSIMUIIACH, IPHUXKaja K IPYAH ITOMSITHIN, CIIOBHO M3KEBAaHHLIHN, JKeITeHbKUI OYKEeTUK U
[IPOrOBOPWIIA:

— Oa. HopGepT ApraHTapCKu#, 5 BEIMOY 3a TeO.

skksk

U sTO TOTO CTOMUIIO.

Toro, 4TO OHa yBHUIEJIa B €T0 Tjla3ax.

[IToka Ha (GU3MOHOMUSIX €T'0 KOPOHOBAHHLIX TOCTEN U ABOPA.

KpukoB BoCcTOpra u mo3gpaBieHuii, KOTOPHEIE, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3a BCEM 3TUM ITociaenoBau. M cyeTHl,
BO3HHUKIIIEN BOKPYT HUX MOMEHTAIbHO. Y TOMUTEJIbHON CyeThl, YYUTHIBask HEPBhI, 0ECCOHHYIO HOYb U BCE
npouue 06CTOATEILCTRA.

Korpa Tomnmna nmo3mpaBnisgBIINX HEMHOTO Iopefnesna, M3abesina menHyna eMy, yIy4uB MOMEHT:
— YHecu MeHs 0TCIOfa, II0XKaJlyucTa.

A ou kKak 6yOTO TOJIBKO 3TOTO M XkAai. TyT ke 6e3 CJI0B MOOXBATUII HA PYKHU U YHEC B OOJIBIITYIO
KOPOJIEBCKYIO CHAIbHIO. ITO OBIJIM caMble ITIOMIIE3HEIE TTOKOU BO BCeM ApranTtape, HopGepT maxke cam B
HUX ellle HUKOTa He JXKHUJI ¥ He crnaji. Y TaM OH CHOBa YOWBHJII, IOTOMY YTO, O0ECIIeUnB el BCce yIoOCTBa,
OeIuKaTHO OCTABUII OHY.

Do 3aBTpa.

kokok

A Ha 3aBTpa OblIa Ha3HAYEeHa KOPOJIeBCKas cBagbOa. M MoBTOPHYIO IlepeMOHUI0 BeHYaHUs Hafo ObLIo ele
CyMeTh IepekuTh. IToTomMy 4ToO...
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IMnatnwe.

[Tapapnoe nnathe ¢ repbamMu CaBocTuu u ApraHTtapa. [ preH KOCTbMU I'OTOB OBITI JIe4b, YTBEpXKIasi, YTO
OHa HelIPpeMEeHHO OOJI’KHA HafleTh ero Ha BeHYaHue.

«BozxKe, 3a 4TO MHe 9TO», — 3aKaThlBajla Iia3a HMsabera.
Ho Bcnyx ckasana:

— Ho ato x&e mos cBagbba, I'pueH. [Touemy 65 MHE He HaJeTh TO, YTO GOJIbIIIe HPABUTCSA? U B MPOIIIIBIH
pa3 BEI, MeX[y IPOYUM, MHE He IIPEeNsiTCTBOBAJIU.

— 9... KxMmMM! — cTapuK BCKHHYJI BBEPX YKa3aTEeIbHBIM Maier] ¥ Ha3uAaTeIbHO Mpou3Hec. — IIpocTure,
MUJIenH, HO 9TO OpakocodyeTanue CaBocTuM U ApraHrapa.

A ToTOM COCTpOMUII HellepenaBaeMy MUHY U 100aBUIIL:
— U B mpouuisiii pa3 Obljla PEIETHUIINS, a Ceifyac BCe MO-HACTOSIIEMY.
[Tpunniock mOOaBUTH I1€JIyI0 TaMMy YyBCTB, HaKoHeI] M3aberia nponsHecsa, TPUIyPUBIINUCH:

— MHue kaxerTcst, 'pueH, unu BBl TOJIBKO Paay 9TUX MJIAThEB TaK cTapaTelbHO moMmoranu Hopbepty
ApraHTapckomy?

— He Tonpko, Munenu, eile pagu KaMeu.

BranT, mpuCyTCTBOBABILNI IIPK 3TOM, HE BEIIEPKaJl, CTaJl JaBUTHCS CMeXOM. ['pueH 00UKEHHO ITOKOCHUJIICS
Ha Hero. A Menucca, KaMepucTKa M3abesksl, BooOlne 3aMepia, XJIomas rjla3aMu, TIISAOs TO Ha OJHOT0, TO
Ha OPYyroro, W He 3Hasl, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIPeOIpUHATh. CIIOPHI CIIOPaMH, a TOCIIOXKE-TO OfeBaThCs
Hamo.

Heno 8 mom, umo 8 smom pas ee JceHux Oesas ece Kak Haoo.

Ee nokou 6bl1u 3a8a/seHbl CAMbIMU NPEKPACHbIMU UBemMamu U 8CE803MOMCHbIMU nodapkamu. Cam He
3axo0us ¢ ympa, ubo naoxas npumema, auéemov Heaecmy neped ceadvboli. Ho oH npucaas naamee.
BesukosenHoe 6esoe naamve u3 8a/neH3UCCKUX Kpysces. KuneHHo-6e0e u 8030ywHoe kak meuma. H K
Hemy 6puasuaHmul.

H3abenna xomesa Halemv e20. M s8osce He nomomy 4mo ee oczienus bieck 6puisuaHmos. 3mo buia
Jicecm dosepus, MOJCHO CKA3amb, NoaumuyeckKul wae, HaNpas/aeHHbslll Ha yKpenjieHue
83auMOOMHoOWeHUl.

Xoms, Hem, ece He mak.
ITpocmo naamve oueHb Hpasusaock eu. M da, oHa xomena cOesnamb eMy NpusimHoe.

[IpenupaTenbCTBO MOTJIO 3aTAHYTHCS, @ BpeMs nomxkumano. Ho Tyt BMemranace nenu Kaprusi, npeninoxus
KOMIIPOMHUCC.

— AX, moporo¥, MHe KaXKeTcCs, ceiiyac OymeT JOCTaTOYHO KaMeu ¢ repbamu CaBoctum u ApraHrapa. A
rapajgHoe IJIaThe MUJIEN MOKET HAJIeTh Ha IePEMOHUIO TPeCTaBJIeHus ABopa. Tak OymeT conupgHee u
TMOMUTUYECKHU IPABUIIBHO.

BoT ¢ 9TMM MyOphI¥ YIIPABIISIOMUE IIPOCTO HE MOT He corjiacuThbes. FM60 11epeMoHUs IpeICcTaBIeHUs
IBOpa Ipollefypa He MeHee 3Ha4yWMasi, YeM BeHuaHue. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, BeHUaHue [JIUTCS Yac-ABa, OT
CUJIBI TPH, @ C IBOPOM IIOTOM BCIO JKU3Hb JKUTH.

KoHeuHo dice, nto0u Hzabennvl 6viau ¢ Hell. H KOHeUHo Jdice, OHU yoice ycneau 08adu,ambs pas cxooums
nopmasom 8 Cagocmuto u 06pamHo u nepemackame ctoda sce ee npudaHoe.  He moavko ee. Jledu
Kapaus cobupaaace 61ucmame.

[TOCKOIbKY BOIIPOC C COOTIOAeHUEM TTOMUTHUYECKUX HHTEPECOB OB HCYEPIaH, MyKYUH OBICTPEHBKO
BBICTABUJIN U3 TTOKOEB.

W Hagasoch BOMIIEeOCTRO.

kkk

Tak YK BBHIIIJIO, YTO X B 3TOT Pa3 HeBECTa Olla3AabIBajla.



OpeTriii BO Bce Oeoe XXeHUX, CXKUMasi B PyKe U3SIIHLIN OyKeTUK OeIbIX OpXumei, Mepui IaraMu
KPBUIBIIO XpaMa. ETo cKurano BOJTHEHUE U HETEPIIEHUE.

A BOKPYT Xpama C yTpa CKOIHJIACh OUSITh OTPOMHAS TOJIIA, KaK-HMKaK, TOBTOPHOE KOPOJIEBCKOE
BeH4YaHUe. KOpOHOBaHHBIE TOCTH, pa3psKeHHBIe IPUIBOPHEIE, KPAacaBULE! (IIpaBla PsIAbl UX HECKOJIBKO
Topeesy, ¥ Koe-Koro TyT He XBaTaio), TOYeTHHIM KapayJyl, Hapo[, BCe TOJIIUINUCEH B TPEBKYIIIeHUN
3penuiia.

W60 cBexkoO elrle OBUIO y BCEX B ITaMSTH IIEPBOE KOPOJIEBCKOE BeHUaHue. [109ToMy, Ha BCIKHUU CiTy4dail, Bce
OXKUIaNM CKaHnamna. M ckaHgasn Bce-TaKu COCTOSIJICH.

Ho 06 saToMm mo3xke.

[ToToMy uTO ceiiyac B KOHIIe aJlJIeH, BeOylleil K XxpaMy, IoKa3aJiCs yKpallleHHEIN [IBeTaMU U JIeHTaMU
KOPTEZK HEBECTHI.
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EnBa yBumeB koptex, HopGepT 3amep.

Cepalle 3aK0JIOTUIIOCH TAK, CJIOBHO XOTEJI0 BEICKOYUTD U3 I'PYOH, OPAaKOH B3peBeJl OT PafoCTU. A Bce
BOKPYT KaK-TO Pa30M CTUXJIO, ¥ B 3TOM THUIIIWHE B JIETKHWE MOTEK XOJIOAO0K, 3a/TMBast ero 6€3yMHO CJIaJIKUM
sapoMm. [Ipenskyienue. Ho BolHeHMe HUKYya He OeJloCh, OHO IPOCTO TpaHchopMmuposanock. OcobeHHo,
KOTZa IIOHSJI, YTO OHA Hajesla ero IIogapoK. B rpyau CIOBHO COJHIE BEIPOCIIO.

Ho BoT KOpPTeZK HaKOHEIl OKa3aJICA I1epen KPBIJIBIIOM XpaMa. OH caM moMOT HEBECTE ITOMOTJIN BLIUTHU U
IIOOHATHCHA II0 CTYIIEHSAM. Be3y'MHO XOTEeJIOCh ITOOXBATUTh €€ Ha PYKH M YHECTH, HO OH IIOKa YTO HE XOTeJl
MATH 3TO BO3OYIIIHOE Yyao.

— Hy, 3gpaBcTBYyii, — mpollenTas, 3agepkaB ee PYKy B CBOEH.
— Hy 3ppaBcTByi.

Ona yneIOHyJIach U eiBa 3aMeTHO [Iofajiach K HeMy, CUHUE TI'jla3a 3aCBETUNIUCH. ETo BRIKIJIIOUNUIIO Ha MUT,
3acMmoTpescs. IToToM BOPYT BCIIOMHUJI, — IPOTSHYT el OyKeT.

— Cnacubo, — oHa MMOKpacHena, YTKHYBIIKNCh HOCUKOM B OPXUAEH.

Hop6GepT MOT TOKJISICTLCSI, YUTO MOHSJI, 0 yeM M3ebejna cefiuac mymana. Ob6a BCIIOMHUIIM TOT CaMBIi
OykeT, KOTOPHIN OH HapBaJjl HA PAIICOBOM II0Jie ¥ ee 3aMKa. M MOHSJI, YTO OHM HUKOTAA 3TOTO He 3a0yayT
ofa. ITo Temeps ux obOIIAsT TalWHa.

BepexHo KocHYyJICS ry0aMu ee 3aTIHYTOM B OelIyio TepyaTKy PYKH U IIOBeJ K anrapio. He Tepnenocs yxe
Ha3BaThb €€ CBOEU OKOHYATEJIFHO U 6ECIIOBOPOTHO.

CoTHU TJTa3 CMOTPEJIO Ha HUX celdac, BePXOBHEIH XXpell B TOPKECTBEHHOM 00JIaueHUH TaK Xe KakK U B
IIPOUIJIEIY pa3 0XKUMAJ V¥ anTaps KOpoJIeBCKyo napy. Ho BOT ellle HeCKOIBKO IIIaroB, ¥ OHU yKe ObLIN Y
anTapsi. BepXoBHBIN Kpell Ha BCAKHUU Cydad orjisgen o60MX, a TO MaJjio JIH.

Koponb KuBHYII eMy:
— HauunanTe, oTue.

W unepeMoHUs Hadasnachk. B aTOT pa3 OvI7I0 Bce nHaue. [la, OBIJIO HETEPIEHHE, OHO MOAXKAPHUBAJIO MYKYUHY
Ha MenJieHHOM orHe. Ho XKpell 4nTaj, a OH CJIBIIIAJ XOp, ¥ IIeBYHUe IIeJIX YTO-TO HEBOOOPa3uMO
npekpacHoe. HakoHell OO K I'JIaBHOMY.

MomeHT uctutbl. Cendac.

BepxoBHEIH Kpell CHavYajaa C HeKOTOPOU OMacKOM B3TJISHYJI Ha HEBECTY U LIEBEJTbHYJI OPOBSIMHU,
OOKOaBIINChH OT Hee eiBa 3aMeTHOT0 KMBKa. M TOJIbKO ITOTOM, BCe-TaKM MCKOCa IOTJIAObIBas Ha HEBECTY,
IIPOU3HEC YCTAaHOBJIEHHYIO BeKaMu popMyy:

— Hop6epT ApranTapckuti, 6epents nmu Thl M3abenny CaBOCTUMCKYIO B XKEHBI?

— a, — 4eTKO 1 pa3fesibHO ImporoBopuil HopbepT u 3aMep, B HANIPSKEHUU CXKaB KyJlakK.

— A 11 U3abenna CaBocTurickas, 6epemsb 11 B MyKbsd HopbepTa AprainTapckoro?

Koposnr ApranTapa coBpai Ovl ceiidac, eciu ObI CKa3as, 4To...

— a, — 4eTKO U pa3fesibHO [IPOroBOPHIIA OHA.



— Amunb! OGBSIBIISAIO BAaC MyKeM U JKeHOM! — OBICTPO-OBICTPO OTMAxXHYJI PYKOH BEPXOBHBIM JKpeII,
OarocnaBisisi 060uX.

BerTep moT co n6a u yXKe CIIOKOMHO U pacciiabiIeHHO TPOU3HEC:
— Baire BeIMuecTBO, MOXKETE TI0IeI0BaTh HEBECTY.

Hy na, pa3spemeHne ManocTh ono3gano. IIoToMy 9To ero BeJIM4eCTBO YCIIell 3allefIKHyTh OpadyHble
OpacieTs], U yX&Ke I1e710Bajl HEBECTY U HeC ee Ha PyKax K BEIXOIY U3 XpaMa. A B XpaMe BOBCIO 3By4aJll CMeX.

— BpaBo! — kpuyanu ogHU U anJIOOUPOBaJIU.
— Iepxwu ee, 4TOOH He yOexkana! — Kpudaju OPyrue U CBUCTEIIH.

— Huxkorpma! — oTtmyuuBancs HopGepT, Kpenko mepzkKa CBOe COKPOBHIIE, 1 OTMaXWBaJICS OT LIBETOB,
KOTOPHIMH BX 3a0pachIBaiIu..

— Ax-xa-xa! — papmocTHO rorotan crapukamka ['mitom CaparocTckui, I0BOpadmBasiCh K yCIEBIIEMY yXKe C
yTpa IpUJIOXKUTHCS K OyThTKe Cepxuo Banen3ucckomy. — I'oBopui st Tebe, YTO OH BCE PABHO Ha HEH
xkeHuTcs! 'oHM Tenmepb MOM BHIUTPHIII! BOT 3T0 mapeus! One!

U yke Bech 3ajl XpaMa CKaHIUPOBAJI:
— Ogne! Omne!

W3abesia 3aKpriBaia JIUI0 PYKON M CMesijiach, BCIOMUHAS, KaK eMy Kpudanu «Oje» Ipu HECKOJIBKO MHBIX
o6cTosATENbCTBaX. M 3TO TOXKe Teleph UX 00Ias TalHa.

HopGepT cam cMsICs BO BECh T'OJIOC U 111eJI K BBIXOAY HAIIPOJIOM.

XoTb OH U yCIIEN BO3HEHABUAETh ITUPHI, HO CEMYac CaMbIM HEBEPOSTHHIM 00pa30M CIEIINJI TaHIIEBATh C
JKeHOU CBOU MEPBHIM TaHEI.
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CBapneOHBIN IIUP IIOJIYYUIICS ellle Beceslee 0OLIYHOr0, ¥ TOCTU IIpa3gHOBaI IIOBTOPHOE ¥ OKOHYATENIbHOE
OpakocodyeTaHue ero ApraHTapCcKOro BeJIMYeCTBa C YIBOEHHBIM 9HTy3ua3MoM. OTIJISICEIBAJIM TakK, YTO Ha
CcTONaxX IpUOOPH! MOAIPHITUBATIH.

A ero He Gpan xMmenb, HopGepT u Tak yKe maBHO ORI IbSTH ITPEeOBKYILIeHNEM. BCcero HeCKOJIBKO I'JIOTKOB
30JI0TOT'0 UT'PUCTOTO BHHA, TOJHATH TPAOULIMOHHLIN IePBHIH TOCT. [IBa 0023aTeNNbHEIX TaHIla, a II0OTOM OH
TOJIBKO ¥ [ieJiaJi, YTO JIOBUJI €€ 9MOLIMHU U XK[aJl YIOOHOTO MOMEHTA, YTOOBl MOAXBATUTH COKPOBUIIIE U
yTalUTh B CcllaJibHIO. Ho OH XOTEeJ IaTh €M BO3MOXKHOCTb HaC/IaOUTHCSI BCEM 3TUM, IOTYyYUTh
YIOOBOJILCTBUE, HAaTAHIIEBATHCS BOOBOJIb.

YT0OH caMa MOTAHyIack K HeMy. CaMa 3axoTena...

HO}KI[EU'ICFI. Ee cBeTsmuecss CHHUE TJla3a OCTAaHOBUJIMCH Ha HEM [IOJITUM B3TIAOO0M. M MMOHSI, BOT OHO.
HpaKOH IIOTSAHYJICA K cBOen IIape, u ropu TyT BCe orHem! IlneBaTth eMy ORITIO Ha IIPUIITNYNSA.

[TopxBaTuUJI APAroIeHHYIO HOIITy Ha PYKHW U ABUHYJICS MeXOy PSIOaMu TaHIyomux. EMy Kpuyanu Bciaen
oypallkue COBEeTHl, cMesnuchk. Y BOPYTr Kak-To pa3oM Bce CcTuxJIo. [laxke My3bKa ChasbIIUBUB eIlle
HECKOJIBKO HOT, 3arjoxJya.

Kopons BcKuHYJ ronoBy. HenmpusaTHOe youBIeHUe, OT KOTOPOTO KakK Oy[ATO nHeeM BCe MOKPHIJIOCh. [lepen
HUM CTOSsIJIa ero ObIBINAas JTII0O00OBHUIIA Jiemu AMenuHaa bpuo.

N3abesnna cpa3y cTaja BHIOMpPAThCS U3 ero 00bsaTuii. a HopOGepT Hanmpsrcsi, 9yBCTBYS, KaK pa3ropaioTcs B
Oyle sTpOCTh U Jocaja. Y Hero ax 3yObl 3aHbLIM IIPK MBICIIH, YTO OHIBIIAS JTIOG0BHUIIA MOXKET ceiyac
3a0paTh BO BCEYCIIHIIIAHUE YTO-TO, TUIIA «CHP, 1 OepeMeHHa». Onyctun M3abely Ha IIOJI ¥ 3aCJIOHUTI ee
co0o1i.

— Cup, — TIpHcesia B peBepance jieny AMeIHHIA.

A OH CKOJIB3UII B3rJIsifOM IIO 3ally, ulla I''ta3aMU OCTAJIBHBIX NaM, KOTOPBIX OH OTIIPABHUJI B U3THAHHUE. Pas
OHAa 37IeCh, 3HAYUT, U T€ ITIOCMEJIX ITPOUTHOPUPOBATE €ro MpuKa3 u He yexanu? Heyxenu 6nucTaTenbHBIE
apraiHTapCKHe NaMBl HE CHOeJialli U3 BCET0 IIPOMU30IIEeAIIero npdasusibHole BBIBOJ:[BI? PeI_L[I/IJ'II/I, YTO MOT'yT
MaHUITyTUPOBaTh Kopojiem? Oco6o ynpsiMble JIedu cerdac XKe OTIPaBSATCS B M3THAHUE BCePbe3 M HAOJITO.
U He k cebe B uMeHUS, a B JaJIbHUE TapHU30HbI!

— Yro BHI 3mech menaeTe, negu bpruo? — xomopHo cripocunl HopGepT u cTasn orjsigbiBaThCS, HUIlla
BUHOBHOTO.

Kto no3sonun e BepHyThCa? U rnaBHOoe, nouemy ['ypo He monoxun eMmy Hu4uero? amena?! OH yKe roTOB
OBLI OTHATH MPUKA3, HO TYT 3aMETHJI €llle OOHO AeMCTBYIOIee JIUI0 B 3TOM (apce u 060MIIe.

Ilesno 8 mom, ymo omnpasumsw 8 u32zHaHue mpex npednpuumyugbix dam (u bauszapovl Pyko, HO 0 Hell
omoe1bHO) 00HO8PEeMeHHO, bbl1 onacHbill x00. JIeOu AmeauHda, KopusaHoa u JIuauaHa, Kak
nocmpadasuwiue om Kopo/1e8CK020 2Hesa U3-3d 8biCKo4YKu u3 Cagocmuu, pewuiu o6veduHums ycuaus. U
cmaau Odeticmeosambs. Hmesn ocaedomumeell 8 3aMKe U 3HAS O BCex NepemMew,eHuUsIX e20 8eauiecmad
Hopbepma Apz2aHmapcKoz20, a makaice Koe-K020 u3 e2o 2ocmeli, 3mo 6bl/10 He MAK YHC CAOHCHO.

Ilambl 3amauaucs 8 0KpecHOCmMsx 1ecHo20 mpakma, nobausce K epaHuuam Casocmuu, 61a20 3emau
Bpuo, (umeHue nedu AmeauHObl), 6biau Kak pa3 Hedaseko. U mam 80pye 0603HAUUI0Cy MaKoe aKkmusHoe
odsuoiceHue 602amulx U NEPCNeKmMuUBHbIX HCeHUX08, YUMo y 0am Npocmo pasbestcanucs 21a3d.

Ileym eepuoezam, JluHOocckomy u Jle Opya, y0aiocvy NnpoCcKOAb3HYMb MUMO, OOHAKO Oomps0 NpuHua
Abcapda 8ce-maku HANOPOJCSA HA NepesepHYMyro KOAACKY ¢ 08yMsa kpacasuuamu. H 8 umoeze aedu
Kopu3saHda u JluauaHa yoauyHo omnpasuaucsy 8 Xaauod, ymobbl yKkpacums coboti e2o 2apem. (M mbi
YMOAYUM, K020 nolimasaa nedu bauzapda ®yko, nycms 3mo ocmaHemcst matHoti).

Ho ewe napoti 0Heli paHbuwe a1edu AmeauHda notimanaa 8 ceou cemu Mapuo Capazomckozo.

IIpuHuy, 8038paAWLAACSA 8 APp2HAMAP PACCMPOEHHDIL, HO Menepsb OH He cnewus, ubo cnewums Obl10 yice
HezaueM. Onamb no ceoell npusbluke cpesas dopozy wepes nec. H edpye...

- Ha nomMouw,b, Ha@a noMouw,b, — NOC/AblWA/ICA U3-3d depeebee UCnyZGHHij JHCEeHCKUU 2040C.

KoHeuHo ace, NnpuHy, Kak UCMUHHbLU pbluapb, nocnewus myoda, a mam — Kpacasuua 8 6ede. Bosae
Heb01blWol OMKpPbIMOll N0BO3KU NPSAMO HA 3emie cudena 0ama, U3SIULHO OOHANHCU8 CMPOUHYI0 HONHCKY.
Jlowadu noHecau, dama He CNPAsuAdChb C yNpasaeHuem, 8bl8a/AuAdCb HA 8CeM CKAKy — U 80m, ywubace
U nodsepHy/1a WUKO/A0MKY.

HDUHU, CaM MOJIKOM He NOHA/M, KAK, OKa3bl8ds NOMOW,b dame, He3aMemHO 0Ka3a/icsl CHA4aad 8 ee



UMEeHUU, a nomoMm u 8 ee nocmeau. A a1edu AmeauHoa cnpasedauso paccyous, umo Capazom He xyoice
Apeanmapa, 6bicmpeHbKo nodauaa emy 8 8UHO NPUBOPOMHO20 3eabi. baazo, 3enve y Hee acezda 6bL10
nod pykoti, Kmo 3Haem, npu Kakux o6cmosamenbcmeax OHO Moxcem noHadobumoucsa desywke?

Ianvwe 0esno 6b110 3a MaAbiM — NOAYyHUMb BpauHoe obeuiavue.
Ecnu yK cKaHOaly CyX)OEeHO CIIyYHUThCS, TO 3TO 00s13aTEIbHO IIPOU30UIET.

IlamMa TOBKMM OBUIKEHHEM BEIOEPHYJIA U3 TOJIIH CJIerKa YIHPABIIEroCs IPHUHIa Mapuo, HaciegHUKA
CaparoTckux, 1 HU3KO IIpUCeia B peBepaHce:

— CI/Ip, IIpoIiry BBICOKOM MMJIOCTH U IIpOIIeHus pagnu Balleu CBa,E[biI. W BrICOUaliniero Ppa3pelieHnusa Ha
Opaxk.

Mapwuo-Annept CaparoTckuii CHadasa I'yCTO IOKpPaCHeJI, OTBOZS rj1a3a. A TOTOM U BOBCE UCIIYTAHHO UX
OKpPYTJINII U IT0OJIeHe I, IOTOMY YTO K HUM y2Ke 4Yepe3 BeChb 3aJl HeCCsl BHE3allHO IIPOTPEe3BEeBIIUYN U 3JI0H
Kak 4epT Koponb Caparora cTapukainka ['mitoM. A 3a HUM TisifieBinas Qypuei xxeHa u 67eqHbIe JOYEPH.

— Kaxk TH mocMmen, 1meHok???!!!! — 3aBonun Ha Bech 3an ['mitoM. — 4 Teb6s1 BEIIOPIO, TPUAYPOK!

[Tpuui Mapuo cuen 3a 6/1aro OTCTYIIUTD MO 3AlIUTy MATYIIKH U CeCTep. DTO OBIJT MyIPHIHA X0, IIOTOMY
YTO JIeH OUIETUHUIUCH U, TTOKa ['MHOM THITAICS OTHBIIATLCS, XBaTasiCh 3a Cepille, Hauallk PyraThCs
COBEPIIIEHHO He II0-KOPOJIEBCKHU. A 0CTalbHEIE TOCTH IMOTUXOHLKY HABUIIMCh OT CMEXa CAaMbIM
Hemomo06aionuM 00pa3oM.

— OH HeCOBepUIEeHHOJIEeTHUH !

— OH pman 6payHoe 00s13aTeILCTBO!

— OHO He uMeeT CUbl!

Ho nemu AMenuHOy He Tak-To MpocTo cOuThk. OHa TyT XKe ob6epHynack K HopbepTy u 3aTpeboBana:
— Cup! Br1 moi1 cro3epeH! Bpuo Bcerga BepHO CIyXkujiu Kopose! 4 mpoiry 3aimuTh!

Yeeeeeept. HopOepT HEPBHO IIPOBe 110 10y pykKoi. [Ta. OH cl03epeH, U [a, B ClIydyae HapyIIeHus
OpauHOro 0653aTeIbCTBA, €N MOrJla UCKATh €r0 3allUTH. A II0JI0XKeHNe UANOTCKOE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUTAHHO BMemasnach M3abemna. OHa BhIIIA U3-3a2 €TI0 CIIMHEI BIIEpen U
pacupaBuia niatke. CovHa NpsaMasi, PyKy CJIOXKEHHI Iepern co6oi, yrojaku ryd 4yTh NIPUIOOHSATHE KBEDPXY.
Vxke He KHsKHa CaBOCTHHU, a KOpoJjieBa ApraHTapa.

— BuI B cBOEM mpaBe, jiequ Bpro, — CIIOKOMHO MporoBopuia oHa. — KopoHa Bo3bMeT Ha cebsi 3a60Ty 0
co0mogeHn OpavyHOro 00s13aTeIbCTBA, €CJIM TAaKOBOe OBIIIO MaHo.

T'uitom CaparoTCKui MBITAJICS OBIJIO BO3MYTHUTLCSI, OQHAKO OHA BCKUHYJIA PYKY, Tpebys Ttuinuabl. Korma
BCe yCIIOKOUJIOoCh, M3aberia npou3Hecna:

— Ho npunl Mapuo-AsnepT He JOCTUT coBepineHHoneTuss. CKOJIBLKO JIET €T0 BEICOYECTBY?
— IeBATHAOIATH JIET, BOCEMb MesAlleB U IATh OHel! — paABKHyN ['miloM, ucnenensas B3TISA0M ChIHA.

OH elle He TIOHAJ, K YeMY KJIOHUT HOBOUCIIEYEeHHAass ApraHTapckasi Kopojesa. He TTOHSJ 3TOTO MOKa U
Hob6epTt, on Momn4a xkpmaj. EMy mpocTo 6p1710 MHTEpPEeCHO HabiomaTh, Kak pa3depeTcs CoO BCEM 3TUM €ro
OpaKOHOYKA.

— Bnaropapto, Bamle Benu4ecTBo, — KuBHYyNa M3abenna. — BpauHoe obellanue, JaHHOE €I'0
BBICOYECTBOM, BCTYIIUT B CUJIy HE paHbIIle, YeM OH yHacyenyeT TpoH. Ho u Torma ero BenudecTBO ['niioM
CaparoTckuii MOXKeT YCTaHOBUTh CBO€EM Bojiel OpaydHbIM BO3PacCT OJid HaclegHUKa. A 3TO...

BoT TyT-TO HakoHell CaparoTCKuil MOHSII.

— Ckomnbko Tebe, HopbepT? — mogckoumi oH. — TpuanaTh ceMb? BOT 9T0O U €CTh TYUIIUN BO3PACT IS
XKeHuTHORI! I[TocTaHOBIISIIO!

— A pmo Toro BpeMEHU Jiean BpI/IO TOXKMBET IO 3allUTOM KOPOHEI B IaJIbHEM MOHACTEIPE. B manHOM
ClIy4dae MBI HECEM OTBETCTBEHHOCTE IIepen Capar0T0M 1 OOJI2KHBI CO6J'IIOJIaT]: IPUIINYNA.

— 47! B moHacTHpe?! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BO33pUJIach Ha Hee nequ AMenuaga. — Ho ato xe... [Toutn
BOoCeMHapauaTh JieT! 4 cocTtapiochk 3a 3TO BpeMs!

— Ecnu Bac 4To-TO He ycTpauBaer, nenu bpuo, BE Bcerna MoXeTe BEPHYTH IPUHILY ero ofelllaHue U



CYaCT/IMBO BBIUTHU 3a OPYroro, — CIIOKOMHO U pacCyOgUTeIbHO 3aMeTusia Mojiofasi KopoJjesa.
IToBucna naysa.
CHOBa NOIIOJI3NIN CMEIIKH.

HopGepT He cTan MOXUAATHCS, YeM BCE 3aKOHYHUTCS. [10aXBATUIT XKEHY Ha PYKX U [TIOHEC K BhIXOAy. JINYHO
OH CaMHIM HaTypaJbHEIM 00pa30M TOPOIUJICS B CIIAJIbHIO. A 06 3TOM, ¥ 060 BCEM OCTaJILHOM KODPOJIb
ApranTapa cobupa’cs y3HaTh OT HadalbHUKA CBOEH CEeKPEeTHOM cyk0r KanuTtaHa ['ypo.

Ho He pansbllle, 4yeM 3aBTpa yTPOM, a MOXKET, U ocjie3aBTpa. Ho nydliie Bce-Taku OHSA 4epes3 Tpu. Ynu
maxe 4yepes Hefelo.

A 3am cHoBa kpuuan: «Omne!».
TonbpKO Termeps yKe MOIono Koponese N3aberre.

kokok

— Eme pas yBUXKYy ee psAinoM C TOOOMU... — CBUPEIO IPUIypPUIach MOJIOfasi KOpojleBa, CTOUIO UM TOJILKO
CBEPHYTH 3a YOIl

KopoJb OT [AyIid pacXoX0TaJsICs, OTKUHYB Ha3aj I'OJIOBY, a IIOTOM CKJIOHHUJICS K Hel M JKapKOo 3alllerTart:
— Hu ee, HM KOT0-1100 ellle TEl HUKOTTa PSIOM CO MHOHM He YBUOUIIG. Pa3Be UTO HAIKUX JETeH.
[ToToMm momymaj, u moOaBUII:

— W mammx 6HI/I3KI/IX, KOHEYHO.
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IecsaTs 1eT CIyCTs.

kokok

Hauano nera. OTKpHITEE OKHa. B Bo3gyxe 3amax IBETYLINX TPaB.

BeTep Tpemnasn TOHKME 3aHaBECHU U OOHOCUJI 3HOM B IPOX/IaAHYI0O KOMHATY Ha BEPXY BLICOKOM OamrHu. A
TakKe OH MOHOCUJI XPHUIIJIbie BEIKPUKHU U APYTUe CTPaHHbBIE 3BYKW CO CTOPOHEI PAIlCOBOTO 10JIsI, KOTOPOE B
odepenHOU pa3 BeiTanTeiBanu Kapn JInagocckuit u Hopbept ApranTapckuii.

H3abenna mocannuBo IOMOPIIUIACEH BHTIISHYB B OKHO. My>KYUHEI PyOUINChH NepPEeBAHHEIMU MedaMy U
IofKasblBalIu Opyr gpyra. Kak MajabuuIKu.

OHu Bcell ceMbel 4acTo Hae3xkanu netoM B CaBoctuio, M3abena nobuina caMma CMOTPETh, KaK IIPOBOIST B
ee 3aMKe JIeTHIOI yOOpKy. A meTu mpocTo 0602Kaii TOCTUTH ¥ Aeayiiku ['pueHa, aenymku brnanTa u
6abymku Kapruu. [leTei 3a 3T0 BpeMs y Hux ¢ Hop6epTom poaunock gBoe. ChiH CHUMOH, KOTOPOMY
nmpencrosino ctatb CuMmoHoM VI ApraHTapCcKuM, U fo4ykKa ABpesinaHa, Oyaoylas BlageTelbHas KHIXHA
CaBocTuu.

A repuor JImrmocckuit BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH 3arjisiablBall K HUM Tylad B 'OCTH.

Hop6epT nmockpumnsiBan 3y0aMu OT PEBHOCTH, HO 3TO ke crapuHa Kapn. Ha Hero HUKoOrma Helab3s
CepOouThCS Bcepbes. ['eprior JIMHOOCCKUM, KCTAaTH, TaK U HE KEHUJICS [0 CUX IIOP, He CMOT HOTOBOPUTHLCS C
MaMo¥H. 3aTO 3aBeJl MOCTOSITHHYIO TI000BHUITY U HAIIJIOAWU C HEM YeThIpeX ITOX0XKUX Ha Hero OfuH B OOUH
CIaBHBIX Kapamy30B. IIpe6GbiBasi B yBEPEHHOCTH, UTO MaMa BCe PaBHO PAHO HJIM MMO3[MHO COACTCS, a Y HEro
— XOII, ¥ Y€ eCTh JXKeHa U T'OTOBEIE HAaCIeOHUKH.

Celiuac MyXK4YWHBI Pa3MUHAINUCh. A OeTH ¢ MacTepoM BnanTom u jiemu Kaprued OblTy B KAPTUHHOMN
ramepee 3aMka. [TpuoOIianuck K CEMEHHOM UCTOPUH.

Kak usBecTHO, B m11000M yBaxatiieM cebst cTapoM 3aMKe UMeeTCs TaKoe 3abbriToe IIoMelleHre, B KOTOPOM
XPaHSATCS MOPTPETH TpenkoB. U pa3dymeeTcs, B ApraHTapCKoM KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aMKe rajiepesi IPegKoB
Obla elre OCHOBaTeJlbHee U elle 6oibile, HO CaBOCTHICKAs TOXKe He CUJIbHO yCTymala.

3HaKOMHUTH CO BCEMU CEKpeTaMM U CEMEUHLIMU TalHaMU OeBITUJIeTHero npuHila CuMoHa u
LIeCTUJIETHIOO IIPUHIleCCY ABpesiaHy OBIJIO paHOBAaTO, HO rajiepes He TakK HaBHO IIOIOJIHUIACh HOBBIMU
KapTuHaMm¥u, u jiequ Kaprus cuuTana, YTO OeTSAM UX HEITpeMeHHO Hajlo IT0Ka3aTh.

OdunmanbHEIX TOPTPETOB UX BenudecTB HopbGepTta u M3abenibl 3meck U B ApraHTapCcKoM rajepee ObIJI0
yXKe IITYK mecsath. Ho 3meck XpaHuiach ogHa KapTuHa, ocobas. KamepHas, Tak cKasaTh, OJI CEMENHOTO
IOIb30BaHUs. A KpOME TOTO...

Ho 006 aToM mmoTomMm.

H3abemnna B ouepemHOM pas3 BIT/IAHYIa Ha MYyKYHH, MaXaBIIMX MeYaMH Ha ee JTI00MMOM PaIliCOBOM IIOJIE,
B3[IOXHYJIA, TIOOyMaB, 4TO Hamo GBI CETOMHS IMOPaHbIIe ToAaTh 00e/I, ¥ OTIIPAaBUIACh B KAPTUHHYIO
rasepero. OHa momasa Kak pa3 BOBpeMs.

MacTtep bnaHT nmpoxaxXuBasCs PSIOOM, OXpaHAsa AeTel, a nefu Kaprus cTosjia HallpoTUB IOpTpeTa
«IIpekpacHoOM enu JCTesb» U pacCKa3kbiBajla IOHLIM IIPUHIY M IPUHIlECCE CKa3KU U3 ApeBHel ucropuu. U
IIOKa JIeu paccKa3biBaia, M3abesia momoIa OImxe.

ITopTpeT mpeKpacHOU nequ, KCTaTH, OTYUCTUIN OT CTApPOro JIaKa, TaK YTO TeHeph MOXKHO OLIJIO BUOETH
nuno. M youBuTenbHOE [EJI0, 0Ka3asioCh, YTO JIEAU JCTEJIb, KUBIIIAsi OOIbIIe CEMUCOT JIET Ha3afl, KakK [Be
KallIu BOABI ITOX0%Ka Ha M3abenmy, TOMBKO I'jla3a 3ejeHble, a He cuHue. Y yxke ceiidac OBIIIO BUAHO,
HACKOJIbKO IT0X0ZKa Ha HUX 00eux MajieHbKasi ABpenraHa.

Hepaneko oT mopTpeTa neau JCcTens Oblla COBCEM HOBas KapTHHA.

OHa mosiBU/Iach TYT HeJaBHO, HO IIOBECHUJIX €€ He Y BXOOa, a 30eCh. XYIIO}KHI/IK OTHOCHUJICA K HOBOMOOHOMY
B XKMBOIIMCH T€YEHHUIO MaHbE€PH3Ma, U IIOTOMY ITI03BOJIUII cebe HEKOTOpEI€ BOJIBHOCTH. Koe-4To moMeHsI B
AaHTypaXxKe u ILOGE[BI/IJ'I OPaIrtnpoBOK. Hy U TakK, ITIO MEJIOYH.

N306pakeHHBIH Ha (OHE 3aBEIIeHHOI0 3aHaBEeCOM OKHA, 3a KOTOPHLIM ObIT BUMIEH TOPHBIN Mei3ax,
0JIarOPOOHLIN PHIIAPh B CUSIOIINX JOCIeXaX IPOTITHUBaJl 30JI0TOBOIOCOH negu OyKeT OembIX JTUINK. 3HAK
YHUCTOTHI IOMBICJIOB. A JIequ, U30THYBIIUCH B HEMEICTIUMO U3SIIHOM [103€, fiepzKajia B PyKe KPYyTrJible
TISITIBITEL C BBIIITMBKOM, Ha KOTOPOU MMPEKPaCHO MPOCMATPUBAJIMCEH 3aMBICJIOBATO MEPENJIETEHHBIE repObl
ApranTtapa u CaBocTuHu.



Jlegu Kaerﬁ IIepeliia K 3TOH KapTuHEe U OCTAaHOBUJIACh HAIIPOTUB.

— A 3pmech n300paxkeHo Kak Balll faTIOmKa qeJiajl IpedjokeHne Balel MaTyIIke, — C YMUJIEHHEM
CIJIOKUB PYyKU Ha I'PYyIHU, IPOroBopuia noxunas nenu. — Ho TyT gonymieHa onHa omnbka. BepHee, naxe
He omn0Ka, a HETOYHOCTDh. B TOT meHb Ballla MaTyIIKa AeprKajia B PyKe CKOBOPOIKY.

Jlegu nyKaBO 3axXuxXuKasa, IPUKPHIBas POT PYKOH. A IIOcie pa3BepHYIach U II0Bejla I0HBIX IIPHUHIEB K
COBCEeM YK HeOORYHOMY, CBI3aHHOMY C OOHOM 00111eii TaliHOM, 1300pakeHuIo.

kkk

Ho npexme, 4eM roBOPUTEL O POAOBHIX TalHax, cJiefyeT cHadaja paccka3aTh O TOM, YTO IIPOH3OIIIIO
BCKOPOCTH II0CJI€ KOPOJIEBCKOM CBAObOHL.

TTpuMepHO Yepes MeCsII] MOCie 03HAYEHHOT0 COGLITHS.
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Yepes MecsIl nocie cBaabObl (3KCKYpPC B HeflaBHEe IIPOIIIoe)
kkk
C Tex IOp, KakK ero BeJINUEeCTBO BEIHEC CBOIO CYIPYTYy Ha PyKax MX Xpama, OH, BEIpaxkasich (GUTypabHO, TaK

¥ TIPOJIOJI?KAaJI HOCUTH ee Ha PyKax. 3arjIsiabiBajl B Tjla3a, JIOBUI YILIOKY. A TPUABOPHLIM U GJIMCTATEIbHBIM
maMaMm ITPUXOAUJIOCH CMOTPETH Ha 3TO ¥ HETOYMEBATh.

Kaxk?

Kak BHIIIIIO, YTO BCET0 3a KAKUX-TO... JECATh JHEW MIPOBUHIIMATI049Ka 13 CaBOCTHUM CyMeJia Tak IIOJTHO
mpubpaTh K pPyKaM BJIacTh?!

A 49TO OHa cpenana c KopojeM?

Ero BenmuecTBO Teeph XOOUI 3a CBOEU MOJIOOOU CYIIPYTOM KaK Ha IIPUBSA3U, UCIONHSA BCE €€ KallPU3Hl U
maxke He CMOTPEJI [0 CTOPOHaM. X0pOIIo, HOIyCTUM, KoposieBe M3abenne TpyoHO OBUIO OTKA3aTh B yMe U
37IPaBOM CMBICJIE, @ TAKXKe B PAYUTEILHOCTH, CTAJIbHOW XBATKE U YMEeHUHU ce0s BECTH, Ja U BHEIITHOCTHIO
MoJIoayio KopoJsieBy bor He o6umen. HO!

OHa Bcero nuilb kKeHmrHa! Bcero nuimmb xkeHMHa, Kakux Y HopbepTra ApraHTapcKoro rnepednsiBaio 3...
0oJbIlle COTHH TOYHO. Y HM K KOMY OH Tak TPEIEeTHO He OTHOCHIICH.

A oH Takou MyxkuuHa! HanmopucCTell, yOIPSAMEIM, CUIIBHEIH, & YK KaK XOPOII B IIOCTEJHU... (Ha 9TOM MOMEHTE
maMbl OOBIYHO HauWHAIM HOCTaIbI'MYeCKH B3ObIXaTh U 3aKaThIBaIM I'Jla3a, U00 OH OBbLI IOTEPSH OJIS UX
ob1iecTBa 6€CIIOBOPOTHO U HaBcerma). Hacrosmuit mpakoH!

HpI/IHBOprIe He MOTJIU IIOHATH B 4eM [eJI0, U ITIOTUXOHBKY IIIEeITAaJIMCh IIPO KaKue-To TaWHBI 1 KOJIDOBCTBO.

OHU make He ITO03peBaJsii, HACKOJIPKO OBITH OIU3KH K UCTHUHE.

kokok

B oTnuyre oT MPUOBOPHEIX, caMa M3abesa HU 0 YeM TakKoM He aymarsa. OHa mpocTo xkuia. OcBauBasach
C JKU3HbIO TP APraHTapCKOM [BOPE, BepHee, yKpolana ero. Y ma, mpuBEKaja K 3TOMy HECHOCHOMY,
TBEPH0JI000MY YyHOBUIIY, KOTOPOE JOCTAJIOCh e¥ B MyKbsi. OHa BeOb OBUTM MPAaKTUYECKHA HE 3HAKOMEL.

Ho 3T0 GBLIIO ee YymoBHUIlle, IO3TOMY...

— Hop6epT, — cupocuia oHa OOQHAXKIB! YTPOM, TPUMEPHO Yepe3 MeCSI] I0Cjie CBaarOsl. — Y Te6s HET
HUKOTO U3 POOHBIX?

Eff xoTenocsk 3HaTh 0 HEeM 0OJIbIlle, XOTEJIOCh COelaTh eMy npusiTHoe. OH 2Ke CTOJIBKO JIeT IIPOKHUIT OIUH
KaK MepPCT, OKPYKEeHHLIH YyKUMU JTI0JbMH, KOTOPOE TOILKO M CTPEMUJIMCH YTO-HUOYAb V¥ HETO YPBATh.
H3abesnia cama mepezkuia yTpaTsl, ¥ MPeKpPacHOo 3Hasa, Kak 3TO TAXKeJo, ObITh OMHOMY, eciiu Te0s He
OKpY2KaloT 0JIM3KKe, Te, KOTO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh CEMbeH.

OH yOUBIJIEHHO BO33PHJICS Ha Hee, 4YyTh ociabuB 00baTus. Haxmypusics, ry6sl mcka3uiia cTpaHHas
ynBIOKa, OH OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIMHY, IPUTATHUBASA ee K cebe. M Tak mpoJsiexkajl Kakoe BpeMsi, MojT4a
nepebupasi majabllaMy €€ CBETJ/IbIE TIPSIH.

IToToM BCe-Taku CKa3asl:
— ¥ MmeHs ecTb npafen. OcranbHbe... VX y2Ke HeT B XKUBHIX.

— YT0? — mopckoumiia M3abemna. — I[Ipagen? OTo CKONMBKO XKe eMy neT? Y uTo ke Tel Momuuib? OH XKe
CTapuK, eMy HyXxKeH yxon! I'me oH xKuBeT, Bo0oOIIe? MEI IOIXKHEI IT0€XaTh U HEMEIJIEHHO HaBECTUTh ero!
Boxke, KaKo¥ TH 4epPCTBEIY 4ypOaH, Kak Thl MOT 3TO HOMYCTUTH?!

A Hopb6epT cnoBa BCTaBUTDH He yCIIeBall.

Ero mpakoHOYKa MeTaJjiacCh IO CIlajibHe, CBepKasi CHHUMU TJla3aMM, TUJIUJIa U pacleKana ero Ha 4eM CBET
crouT. MyxunHa yJeibancs, 100ysach, a APaKOHbs CYIIHOCTD yp4Yasa OT YAOBOJLCTBUSA. M oH OBINT OB HE
OH, ecyii OBl He yTaluil ee 0O0PaTHO B IIOCTEJIb, 3aCTaBUB KPUYaTh COBCEM IPYTHe BEIIHU.

Ho moTomM, mmociie Bcero, Korga 6aloKas ee B pyKax, BCe 2Ke IIPHUIIIOCh, UCILITEHBAA OIpeaeieHHoe
CcMyIlleHue, OH Befb HUKOT/Ia U HU C KeM He TOBOPHUJI 00 3TOM, OTKPHIThE €l CTpallHyio TaliHy. He Bo Bcex
mogpoOHOCTSAX, KOHEYHO, BKpaTiie. Ho mpekae OH cKasar:

— 41 maBan KIATBYy ellle B IeTCTBe. JDTO TalHa popa. IToiMu MeHs.



N3zabenna cpa3y chesnajnach CEpbe3HOU U CIPOCUJIA:

— OTO UMeEeT OTHOIIIEHHE K TOMY [JOT0BOPY, YTO BBl C MOUM OTIIOM...

— Ia, — orBeTun HopGepT He maB el 3aKOHYUTE.

— Torpa 1 51 roTOBa IPUHECTHU KJISATBY. EC/IM Hamo — ¥ Marm4eckyio, 1 KPOBHYIO.
B ob11eM, OH ¢ caMOro Ha4daja 3HaJl, YTO OTBEPTETHCS HE BHIUMET.

BrlexaTh pemmim 4yepes3 TpU OHS Ha paccBeTe. Tombko BOBoeM, TaHo. HopOepT mmepeomesicsi MacTEPOBEIM,
a Uzabenna mogmacTepbeM. YBUAEB €€ B MaJIbYMUIIIECKOM KOCTIOME U HaJBUHYTOH Ha caMble OPOBU
manouke, HopGepT uamenuscs B uiie. Cpa3y IPUIOMHHUIICS «CEKpeTapb» U APyrue ee Ko3HU. M BooOI1IIE,
IO MHUJIOCTH 3TOTO «CEKpeTaps» OH B YeM TOJILKO cebs He mopo3penas! ITocMOTpen Ha Hee, yIIepeB PYyKHu B
00Ka, HAXMypPHJICSI TPO3HO H... PacxoxoTascs, 3aKpHIB JIUIIO PYKOMH.

kekok

Exanu 6b1cTpo. KoHeuHo, B oguHOYKY HopOepT Mor mepeaBUraThCsi OBICTPEE, HO Celdac U He HYXKHO OBIJIO
Tak crnemuTth. K ToMy ke, oHa 3axBaTuia efbl B jopory. Tak, mapy pa3 ocTaHaBJIMBAsICh IEPEKYCUTH, OHU
Bpofe OBl U He TOPOIMJINChH, a K Beuepy yKe OBIIM MOYTH Ha MeCTe.

[Ipobupanucsk 1o necy, a sabenna Bopyana TUXOHLKO:
— ITogymats Tonbko! CTaphiil YeI0OBEK KUBET OOUH B TAKOU IJIYIIH, V YepTa Ha KyIudukax!
— ¥Yry, — npomeruan HopbepT, BeIcMaTpuBasi JOpPOTy.

Ecnu yecTHO, OH OBLI Jaxe paf, YTO He Hamo O0obire 3TO B cebe HocuTh. Temeps 3Ta TadHa obiasi. OH
TIOKOCHUJICST Ha MOJIOAYIO CYIpPYTy, COCPEIOTOYEHHO CMOTPEBIIYIO Ky[ia-TO B CTOPOHY. Korma KTo-To 3HaeT
TBOIO CJIa0O0CTh, 9TO fejlaeT TeOs ysa3BUMEIM. HO eC/Iu 9TOT KTO-TO IIPAaKTUYECKH 4acTh TeOsI, TO...
[TpHIIIOCh IPU3HATDL, YTO 3TO IPHUAAeT Cuibl. HeoOLIYHO, OH IPUBLIK B 3TOM MUPE OBITHL OOUH U
PacCYUTHIBATH TOJBKO Ha cebs.

Ho cettuac HopOGepT BHUMATEIBLHO IIPUCIYIIUBAJICS K OIIYIIeHUSIM M BRICMAaTpPUBaJ Hopory. CTaphii
TMOJTOyMHBIM CUMOH [ONKEH ObITh 2KMB, OH YYBCTBOBAJI €ro. 3HAKOMBIE 3aPOCIIH, B KOTOPBIX OH CTOJIBKO
IJIyTall B CBOM IIPOLIIBIM IIPHUe3[T. YKe CKOpO.

— W BBHI He MOXKeTe oOpaIaTbCsa? — HeOXKUAaHHO cepbe3Ho cupocuina Msabenna.
— a, — HexX0oTs oTBeTUNI OH. — U 3T0... B 06111eM, 3TO TO, UTO Y HaC BHYTPH.

— Ia, 1 moHMMal0, — B3[OXHYJIa U 3a4eM-TO mobaBuia: — Ham mpoie.

— JTiogsam? [Ia. HopmManbHEIM TIOOSM IIPOIIE KUTh.

OHa oueHb CTPAHHO Ha HEro IOKOoCcHujach, Kak OyITo uMesa B BULY He4YTo nHoe. Y BOpyT OMKHYIIA,
BBITSTUBAS PYKY:

— CwMmorTpu...

Hy Ha, IOTAHYJIO OJBIMKOM, 3allaXOM meyeHoOu prﬁBI U KOPEHLEB, a Bliepedu CKBO3b I'YCTYIO JIUCTBY
MeJIbKHYJ 0TOIeCK KOCTpa.

— Ilpuexanu, — npo6opmoTan HopbGepT u criemmics.

A TIOTOM TIOMOT CIIEIIIUTHCS EH.
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B 9TOT pa3 He IPUIIIIOCH JIOMUTLCS CKBO3b I'yCcThle 3apocnu, HopbepT yke TouHO IoMHUII gopory. Eme
HECKOJIBKO IECSITKOB IIaTOB, ¥ OHU BEIOPAJINCh Ha HEOOJIBIITYIO IIPOTAJINHY.

Bce 6rI10 Kak Torma. KycTapHUK BOKPYT, CTEHA CKaJl, U3Pe3aHHBIX TpelllnHaMu U nemepamu. Kocrtep, Ha
KOTOPOM MEKINCh HaHWU3aHHEIE HAa TOHKHE NPYThs PeIOemKy. [[oTbKa JIyHEl Ha IPO3PavYHOM YEePHO-
xXpycTanbHOM Hebe, 3Be3bl Haf T'OJIOBOM...

U ero ononoyMeBIIuy npamgen.

Bce B Tex XKe UHSNIBIX CEPBIX JIOXMOTbHSX, IOAIIOSICAHHBIN BepeBKoi. bocoii. Tonpko cerivac CUMOH
BEITJISIIENI COBepIIeHHO nHave. HopOepT cMoTpen Ha HeTro U He y3HaBall.

Kynma peBanuch ero paBHOAYIINE U OTPEIIeHHOCTL? CTOMIO UM TOJILKO CTYIIUTH Ha NIPOTaJiHy, Ipajen TyT
Ke PHIBKOM BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH. CMOTpPENn Ha HUX UCHOOIO0bs, IPSIMOM 1 cOOpaHHBIH. Kakoi K uepTy
crapuk! HopbepT Bunen nepen coboil BOMHA, KOTOPHIM He YCTYIIUT €My HU B CUJIe, HU B JIOBKOCTHU.

BoT 3T0 GBI TOBOPOT.

OH IIYMHO BBIIOXHYJI U LIEBEJIBHYJICS, HEe 3Hasl, TO JIX Ha3aj IIOAaThCs, TO JIU UATH Biepen. CUMOH
MT'HOBEHHO OTCJIEIUJI €T0 ABMUKEHUE, ¥ CPa3y Ke COCPedoTOUnJICS B3risimoM Ha M3abese. A oHa
3aMepiia, TOXKe He IMMOHUMAasi, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, ¥ CHUJISICh YIBIOHYThCS.

YeeeepT, OOYMaIOCh €My, CTaPUK JKe IIJIOX0 cooOpazxkaeT, HEU3BECTHO, YTO Celyac BHIKUHET. B
CIenyIolly0 CeKyHIY OH YCTHIOUIICS 3a CBOM IOPHIB. TO OblI0 HeOaroponHo. OgHako certyac CUMOH yXe
He Ka3aJcd cTapukoM. MyxuuHol. U Bo B3rnane, HanpaBineHHoOM Ha M3abenny, HopbepT yiioBun
CTPaHHBINA OTOHbB.

Yeprt! OH XKe OTIIETPHUK, MOT HETAaTUBHO BOCIPUHSATE UX BTOpKeHUe. CTpaHHO, paHbine CHUMOH BooOI1IIe
He pearupoBasl HU Ha 4TO.

Hapo G5I710 KaK-TO pa3psAaguTh OOCTaHOBKY.
— 3ppaBcTBY#, CUMOH, — IIPOTOBOPUJI OH, BEIXOAS BIIEPE M UHCTUHKTHUBHO 3aKphIiBas coboi M3abemny.
— 3OpaBCTBYY IPaBHYK, — OTBETUJI TOT U HE3aMEeTHO CMEeCTUJICS, YTOOH! [T0-IIpeXHeMY BUIEThH €e.

HopGepT He MOT MOHSATH, YTO C HUM TBOPUTCS. [TloBemeHue mpaaena abCOMIOTHO He BIIMCHIBAJIOCH... TOT
cedidyac 6ombllle TOXOOUI HAa HEro CaMoro, KOTfia OH BOepBhie yBumesn M3abenny, ueM Ha ce0si OOLIYHOTO.

U uyTo6 oH crox, ecniu HopGepTy HpaBUIach peakius nmpaAena. [lpakoH BHYTPU HETO BCTal Ha JBIOH U
PBAHYJICA U3HYTPH, UCIBITEIBAS €T0 TEPIEHNE Ha TPOYHOCTb.

OpHaKO OH 3aCTaBUJI Ce0s YCIIOKOUTHLCS ¥ MTPUOMU3UICS K OTIIETbHUKY eIlle Ha OOWH Iar.
— Kak THI 3[1eCh XKUBEIITh? — BOIIPOC OBITT QyPaIKuii, HO 3TO OLII0 IyYIle, YeM IMPOCTO MOJTUATh.
— CHOCHO, — KOPOTKO GPOCHJI TOT.

Ilaxe rojmoc u3MeHUICS, 0Opes MeTasll, Kyla TOJIbKO II0JleBajIuCh eXUaHble cTapdyeckue HOTKHY. IToka
Hop6GepT quBuics nepeMeHaM, OTIIeTbHUK CUMOH CIIPOCHII:

— Koro TH npsiuenrs 3a cuuHoM, HopbepT?

U sTOoT B3TIAMI.

YeeepppTt!!!

MrHoOBeHHO B3peBejla B I'PyOM OPaKOHbSA PeBHOCTL. CUMOH IIYCTh U CTapHY, HO TOXKe OpakoH. Heyxemnu
BBIKMBIIMH U3 YMa UOUOT cpearupoBai Ha M3abemnny? DToro xxe He MoxkeT ObiTh! W MmoxkeT? HopbepT
00epHYyJICS K KeHe, IPUBJIeKas ee K cebe.

— 910 Mo XkeHa. M3abemnna.

Ha camowm gene IIPOCTO crpe6 €e B OXalIKy, a CaM IIPUCTAJIBHO CJIeJUJI 3a CHUMOHOM.

Y cTaporo gpakoHa XHUIIIHO IIeBEJIbHYJINCh HO3APH, BTATHUBAsI Bo3OyX. YyTh IPUKPHIIHCE, @ IOTOM
YrOJIBKaMU BCITBIXHYJIH TJ1a3a. Yu, MoKeT ObITh, 3TO OT KOCTpa OBIJT TAKOM CTPAHHBIM OTOJIECK.

ITapy CeKyH[ BUCEJIO HAlIpSKeHHOEe MOITYaHUe.



U Bopyr CUMOH JIeTKO ABUHYJICS, COBCEM KaK MOJIOMOH, mopoies 6muxe. [JlapoM, 4To OH OB B
JIOXMOTBSIX, cefdac 9To ObUI MyK4uHA U KOpob. A Hop6epT Bce GombIle TOpPenI U3HYTPH, ETO OTPAKOH
Oecuscsi, BOCIpUHUMAs ero KaK KOHKypeHTa.

— CumoH V ApraHTapCKui, — OTPEKOMEHO0BAaJICSA TOT.

YUYTHBO OKJIOHHUJICS, CJIOBHO HUKOTTA U He GBI MOJIOYMHBIM OTIIEILHUKOM, ITIOC/IABIINM B CBOE BPEMS K
yepTsaM Bce. B ToT MomeHT HopbepT yKe ¥ He IIOMHUII O Ile/Iu UX npue3na, Ho M3abesia eBenbHYIacs,
BBEIOMpAsIiCh U3 ero 00baATHi. OH ejle caepIKascs, YTOOH He CXKATh ee Kpelde U He yTalluTh oTTyda. He
HPaBUJIOCh eMy Bce 5T0. OHa B3TJIsTHYyJIa HA HETO HAXMYPUB TOHKHE CBETJ/IbIe OPOBKHU, YTOJIKU PTA YYTh
TIOIHSIINCH BBEPX.

Ero mpakoHouka cepauiach. HopbepT mepecunui cebs v ocnabui XBaTKy. A oHa IIaTHyJa BIepe, Tyfa,
rIe mepen KOCTPOM CTOSII ero Ipager.

PhiyaHueM OTO3BAJICS OPAKOH Ha 3TOT ee Inar, a ria3a CUMOHA OIMSTh KaK OYOTO HOJIBIXHYJIA OCHEM.
[Tpapmen 6pocust GBHICTPHIN B3TJISIT Ha HETo, eBa 3aMETHO CMECTHJICS B CTOPOHY, U CHOBA YCTaBUJICS Ha
Nzabemy.

Emie mar. Yero crouno Hop6epTy OTIIYCTUTEL €€ OT cebs u COepXKuBaThbCH. U eme.

Ona npotsinyia CUMOHY PYKY, OTJITHYBIINCH HAa Mur Ha HoptepTta. O6Gogpsiiollle yiabI0OHyIack 000UM U
IIPOTOBOPUJIA:

— 4 V3abenna u3 CaBOCTHH.

Y CumoHa 671aTOTOBEHHO ITPUKPHITUCH T'JTa3a, OH THXO0 ITPOTrOBOPUII:

— JIpakoHOYKa?

BHe3amHO TpecHyJa rOJIOBHS, BEIJIETEJNI CHOII UCKP OT KocTpa. Hop6epT Ha MrHOBEHUME OTBJIEKCS.

A panbiiie Bce IIPOU3OIIIIJIO MOJTHUEHOCHO.
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HeynoBumMmoe mBuzKeHUe, U Mpafef yKe KpPemnKo Ipuxumal M3abemnny CIUHOM K CBOeH I'PYOH, JAepxka
OIHOM PYKOM 3a Taluio. A Ipyrou gepzKaa y ee ropja OCTPHIN KPUBOM HOXK.

Hop6epT moxosonmes, BHYTpU Bce GYKBAIbHO U 3a3BEHEJIO OT HAIIPSIXKEHUSI.

— Otnyctu ee, CuUMOH, — Me[JIEHHO ITPOTOBOPUJI OH, CTApasiCh AepzKaThCs CIIOKOWHO, YTOOH He
CIIPOBOITMPOBATh €r0. — Y0epu HOX.

Crapuk OyOTO U He CIIBIIIA. YCMEXHYJICS, BRI3BIBAIONIE TIISAAS HA HEr0, U He moayMaJl yopaTh HOX.
HopbGepT He XoTes1 ero yOuBaTh, 3TO Ke OB ero mpagen CuMmoH. Ho Hamo O6b110 Kak-TO DoGpaThCs A0
CTaAporo UAMOTA, ¥ BLIPBATHL ee U3 ero jam M3abemy.

A CuMOH cMOTpen eMy B T'jla3a M ycMeXaJics, Kak OyaTo unTtas MeIc/u. M ga, OH OBIJI CIMIIIKOM OBICTP AJIsI
crapuka. [Ipoknstue!

Hop6GepT 0CTOPOKHO IEePECTYINII, ILITAsICh HE3aMETHO COKPATUTh PACCTOSIHUE U IPUOTU3UTHCH.
— Croi1, TOe CTOUIlb, TPaBHYK, — MIHOBEHHO cpearupoBajl CUMOH.

U nepexBaTun M3abenny, MpUTATUBas elle 61IMXke, a KpUBOH HOXK B €T0 PYKe CMECTHIICS U TIJTallMs
mpuzXKascs K ee mee. B Tor mur Hop6epTy cTanmo oypHo. [Toka3anocs, 4TO cephle ceildac pa3opBETCH.

— Otnyctu Mo10 XKeHy, CUMOH, — HETPOMKO IIpOphIYall OH.
A TOT IILIKHYTI ¥ ITOKa4aJl T'OJIOBOH.

OTuasinue, 6eccunbHOe OeIeHCTBO HaKaTUJIO OYITHOM BonHOM. HopOepT BCKUHYI B3T/IA4 HA 3aMEPIIIYI0
H3abety B Iamax cyMacllenmero npagena. bienHas, ria3a OorpoMHEIE.

OH moizKeH OBLI 4YTO-TO CHeJslaTh, cliacTu ee. Y He mor!!!

OH oco3HaHUS, YTO OH MOXKeT He ycneTh, HopOGepTa cTano pa3prBaTh Ha YacCTH.

— HaBaii, — rIyMJIMBO YCMEXHYJICS Ipajeqn, TpsaxHyB M3abemnny Kak Kykiny. — Hy? ITmen!!!
EMy xa3anoch, 4To cepple pa3opBeTcs?

OHO B30pPBaIOCh TENEPD, @ €r'0 3aJIUII0 OTHEM.

kksk

Bce mpon301m10 CIUIIKOM OBICTPO!

YucTeiit abcypn! M3abenna He ycnesia moxke UCOyraThes. TOIPKO MeJIbKHYJIa MEIC/Ib, HABEPHOE, TaK
YyBCTBYET Ce0sl MBI, YTOOUBIIAS B MBIIIEIOBKY. TaKas Irjiyrnas MBIC/Ib, OHA TOJIKOM U He IIOHSJIA...

W BOpyr MIETIOT y cCaMOT0 yXa, eJle CIHIIHLIN, JIETKHUM, KaK IYHOBEHUE BeTpa:
— He 6Goiicsi, ;pakoHOYKa, Tak Hamo.

ITOT 4eoBeK MpUKHUMal ee K cebe 1 epkaa HOXK y ee ropria. Ho mpu BceM mpu 9TOM, €ro XBaTKa Obllia
Ha yauBlieHUe 6epexKHON U MATKOM. Eciiu ObI X0Ten YOUTH WX IPUYUHUTE KAKOU-TO Bpe[, JaBHO yKe MOT
OBl 3TO CHEeIaTh.

A BMECTO 9TOTr0 OH YTO-TO Aesaln ¢ HopbepTom.
H3abenna xxe 4yBCTBOBaa!

3auem oH riymuics? [ToBogun ero?! Ei Ob10 cTpaIIHoO He 3a cebst, a TOTO, YTO MOXKET IPOU3OUTH, €CITU
onu cuenartcsa. Het! Xorenocs 3aopats eii. HET!

Ona XoTejla U3BEPHYTHCSI, BEICBOGOOUTHLCS M3 XBATKH 9TOT'0 CyMacCIIIeAIIero, HO TOT TOJIBKO BCTPSAXHYII €€ U
nepexBaTui ynobHee. A Hopb6epr...

Boxe, =HeT...
Hop6epTa 6omnbiiie He 6b110. BMecTo Hero y koctpa Ol gpakoH. CaMbIi HACTOSIIITUM pa3bsIpPEeHHBINH APaKoH

peBen u 6un xBoctoM. OHa CMOTpeJia ¥ He MOTJIa TOBEPUTh, 3aCThIJIA B CTyIOpe. A CyMacCIIenmui Ipanen
xyonain cebsi 1o 60KaM M XOXOTaJl:



— ITonyuunocs! Cmor! An, Mmosogen, Malb4uK!

U mo ero 3apocimuM Ceaoy MIETUHOM BIIalbIM IIeKaM TEKJIN CJIE3Hl.
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Eit BcmoMHUIICS UX HefgaBHUM pa3roBop. Ee croBa, u To, yTo HopbepT et Torma OTBETHII.
...H 8bl He Modiceme obpawambcs?

...9MO Mo, YMo y HAC 8HYMPpU...

OHa gyMaia, 3TO IIPOCTO AYPHOM XapaKTep. A oCcTalbHOE — CTaphle CEMENHbIE CTPAIIUIKY, He OOJIbIIe.
OKasajoch, BCce IIpaBaa. DTO OB IIOK.

CroBHO B TpaHCe Hzabenna OT'JIAHYJIQCh Ha CTAapPHKa. IToToMm cHOBa Ha...

IIpakoH OBLI U3YMPYIHO-3€JIEHBIN C OTJIMBOM B YEPHOTY, U OTHOCHUTEIbHO He6obInoii. HaBepHoe,
cousMepuMblii ¢ Hop6epToMm 1Mo pa3MmepaM. Ho 9TH jrambl, KOTTH, ITUIH U rpebHu. Y xBocT. M3abenna
HUKaK He MOTJIa IIOHSTh, KaK 3TO BoOOIIe B HeM moMelanoch? Kak Takoe, B MPUHITUIIE, BO3MOKHO?!

OpHako BpeMs IIIJI0, @ BMECTO ee MyXa Yy KOCTpa 10 IIpexHeMy OBIJIO TOKPLITOe delryel yynosuile. U1
BuguMo, HopGepT caM He MOHUMAJI, YTO C HUM TBOPUTCS, IIOTOMY YTO TIOJTHAS PACTEPSIHHOCTDL OTPazkajach
B €T0 OTHEHHBIX TJIa3aX C BEPTUKAJIBHBIM 3pavykoM. HakoHeIl OH IITyMHO BBIIOXHYJI, COEJIal HECKOJIBKO
maros, 06BuI XBocTOM V3aberny U Jier y ee HOT, HaCTOPOXKEHHO KOCSICh OTHEHHBLIM B3TJIIAOM B CTOPOHY
npanena. IToToM u BoBCce 3aKpHLI I'llasa.

A mpapen CUMOH YCIIOKOMJICS U TEIIEPh CMOTPEJ Ha YelllyluaToro IIPaBHYKa C TOPHAoCThio. Ho oH Xke
HUYero He He IpPeIpUHUMAJI, YTOOH 9TO UCIIPABUTH, a el cTaso cTtpaumHo 3a Hopbepra.

— OH Xe He 0CTaHeTCs TaKUM? — CIIPOCHJIa OHa IIIEII0TOM.

— He momxeH, — oTBedas TOT.

IIpakoH TYT 2Ke OTKPBII OOMH T'jla3 U aKKypaTHO moarpeb ee K cebe JIamou.

— Ho nmouemy ke oH He Bo3BpalaeTcsa? — M3abena yxke rotoa 6s11a paciiakatbCcs. — UTo menats?!
— 30Bu ero, — cka3za oH. — [IepBrIit 060poT. Ceifgac ero MOXKeIllb BEPHYTb TOIBKO THI.

— Kak s ero no3osy?!

— He 3Haw, — moxas ToT nje4aMu.

To ecTh, OH fake He 3HaJ, KakK BCEe 9TO UCITPaABUTH? BOT Temeph OHa Havajia CEPAUTHLCS Bcepbes. I1o3Bama
HECKOJIBKO pa3 HopbepTa mo MeHU, HUKAKOHM peakIuu. [[pakKoH TakK U CUAesl, 0OBUB ee XBOCTOM, H,
KaxkeTcsi, coOOpascs YCTPOUTLCS TYT CIaTh. FMi3abeiia HaXMypUIIach, YTOJIKHU I'yd MOIIOI3TTH KBEPXY.
[IpoTsHyIa PyKy, OCTOPOIKHO MOTJIaguJia eT0 10 MHUITaCTON T'0JI0BE, OH IOJAJICS K ee PyKe U 0J1akeHHO
3aTHX.

[To3Barna eile pa3 — HUYETO.
IToToMm noBepHyNnack K CUMOHY U ITPOTOBOPHIIA:

— JlaiiTe ciofja CKOBOPOOKY!
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[Ipamen momasicst YyTh B CTOPOHY U TJISTHY/ Ha Hee PacTepsHHO.
— YTo?

MexaHUYeCKH ITIPOCKOJIb3HYBIIIee ¥ Hero MBUXKeHHe He YKPBIIOCH OT I'j1a3 M3abeJnbel, HO y Hee MMPOCTOo He
OBIIIO BpEMEHU aHAJTM3UPOBaTh, Te M KOTfla CTaphli ITyTHUK IPUOOPEeNn 9TOT HaBHIK. EXl Hafio 6BIJIO KaK-TO
BHITAIIUTL HopOepTa, nHaue...

— Ilo ronoBe BaM HACTy4aTh 3a Ballll 9KCIIePHUMEHTHI!

Omna roToBa OblJla pa3phIOaThCS OT OECCUITHsI, HO APakKoH BAPYT caM OepHYJICSA U PBIPKHYI, a Yyepes
CekyHOy ee yxke ooHuMan HopbepT. Cumesn Ha 3eMiie U OLIapallleHHO TPSIC TOJIOBOM U XOXOTall:

— MO4 gpakonouka! MOA! MO4!

A mocrie, KOrfa mepBhI HEMHOI'O HCTEPUYHBIHA ITOPHIB YIIErCs, YTKHYJICS HOCOM B €€ BOJIOCHI, IIPHKUMAsI K
cebe.

— JJeBOo4Ka MO4...
U TyT Ke B3BUJICS, CEPAUTO YCTABUBIIKUCH Ha IIpegKa:
— Tri! [Ta Kak TeI BooOIe...!!!

— Ara, 51, — XMBIKHYJI TOT, CTAIIUJI C ce0sl YacCTh IUHSIILIX TPANOK U 6pocun emy. — OpeBalicsi, IpaBHYK.
He KopoieBckasi MaHTHSI, KOHEYHO, HO YTO eCTh. M maBaiiTe y:KWHATh, IIOKA BCE HE CTOPEJIO
OKOHYATEJIbHO.

kekok

[ToToM OHU TacKanu U3 KOCTPa IIPUTOPEBIINX PHIOOK M 00yTIeHHbIe KOpHemIoasl. Y 6B1I0 BKYCHO Kak
HUKOTJa. A Korfa I1oeiy, HacTayo BpeMs IJisI pa3roBOPOB.

— Kaxk ThI BoOO11Ie oyMarscs [0 Takoro, — cupocuin HopGepTt, MaxHyB B €T0 CTOPOHY IIpyTukoM. — Hy, B
CMBICJIE, YTO MOXKET TOJTyIYUTHCS?

OH Mo cuX MOp He MOT OCO3HATh, YTO MEHCTBUTEILHO HAa KaK0e-TO BpeMs 000pauuBajcsa ApakoHoM. CUMOH
roueca’sl IpaByo OPOBb U OEPHYI YTOJIKOM PTa.

— 3Haelllb, 5 BeIb XKUBY OYE€Hb JaBHO. HUKTO 13 HAIIMX HE MOKUBAJ O0... B 0611eM, mo mowux jetT. Bce
ropas3zo paHbllle CXOOUINU B MOTHILY.

HeoxupanHo oH 00epHYJICS Ha3ay, ToKa3blBas Kya-TO B CTOPOHY CKall.

— 3mech OHU Bce. JlexkarT. { BOT, 2KUB [0 CHUX IIOP.

— U THI coxpaHuUI pa3yM, — YTBEPAUTEBHO IIporoBopuil Hop6GepT, CTaHOBSICh CEPhE3HBIM.
— Ha.

— Kak?

— 4 gacTto cam cebe 3amaBai 3TOT BOIIPOC, — yCMexHyJcs CUMOH.

— BoT KcTaTH, a moueMy TH Ha3Bajl M3abemnny IpakKOHOYKOMN?

Hop6GepTy BOPYT SCHO BCIIOMHUJICS UMEHHO 3TOT MOMeHT. CaM OH 3HaJl, IOYeMy TaK Ha3hIBAaeT CBOIO
xKeHy. [ToToMy 4TO y Hee XapakTep Kak y gpakoHa. Ho geny-To oTkKymna Ob1y10 06 9TOM 3HaTh? OH Xe ee
BIIEPBEIE YBUAEIL.

A TOT cTpaHHO Ha HETO B3TJISIHYJI, IIOTOM IIepeBest B3TJIA Ha M3abesty. B3s ropsulyio ToJIOBHIO U3
KOCTpa M CKa3all:

— ITovimemM.
KKk
XKyTtkoBaTo OBIJIO BXOOUTH B 3TO YOEIKUIIE, TIe TOTUXOHBKY CXOOUIN C YMa CTOJIBKO ITOKOJIEHUM €ro

npenkoB. HopOepT ogHOM PYyKO# mepzKajl UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHLIN (hakel, a Apyro# cxkuMain pyky HM3abensl,
005ICh OTIIyCTUTH ee 0T cebsI XOTh Ha CeKyHny. Ilocie mepekuToro 04eHb CTPAIIHO ObLIO €€ IIOTEPSTE.



Ien mpuBes UX B IEIepy.

CHapyKu 3T0 OBLJIO OTHOCUTEIFHO HEOOJIBIIIOE OTBEPCTUE B CKajle, HO BHYTPU 0Ka3ajioCh JOBOJILHO
npoctopHo. Ho u Tonpko. [Tams ¢akesnoB 6pocajio OTCBET Ha KaMeHb CTE€H. B yriy mpocToe COlTOMEeHHOM
JIOXKeE.

— 3mech TH XHUBEIIb CTOILKO JIeT? — crpocusl HopGepT, moHuMasi, KaKUMH Tlla3aMi CMOTPUT Ha 3TO BCe
Hzabenmna.

CUMOH KUBHYJI, OTJISIIEB CBOE XHUITHUIIIE.

— IIa. U 3Haempb, KOraga OOJITO XKUBEIIb, eCTh BpeMsi MHOT0oe 06iymMaTh. McKaTh OTBETHL. TaM, Toe THI
MOZKeIIb UX HalTH.

U moMaHUII UX 3a COOOM.

OTKpPOBEHHO rOBOPsI, 0COO0M OXOTHI UAOTH 3a HUM CJieioM He Ob1y10. HopOepT elre ITOMHUI ero
CyMacCIIeIIyi0 BEIX0AKY. HeCKOIbK0O U3BUIMCTHIX XOHO0B, IIOTOM OfHAa COBCEM YK y3Kas TpelllnHa, CKBO3b
KOTOPYIO ITPHUIIIIOCh TPOTUCKUBATLCS, M OHKM HEOXKUIAHHO BHIIIIIN B OOJBIION 3al.

Crasno IOHSATHO MHOTOE€.

Ha manbHeli cTeHe 3ajia Oblya Gosbinas ppecka. Ha Heii 6biy1a m300paxkKeHa Teppaca B cafly ¥ JIeCTHHUIa. A
Ha JIECTHHUIIE CTOsIJIa XKEeHIITMHA B OTKPLITOM 0eJIoM IIJIaThe U y ee HOT OpaKoH. B mepBhiii MomeHT HopbepT
OITeIINJI, XKEeHIIMHA Obllla YIUBUTEIILHO I0X0XkKa Ha M3abemny.

— OTO OHM, — THUXO IIPOTOBOPUII Hpafen. — ['unbaedpanm 1 ICTENb.
HeckombKO CEKyH [apujio MOJTYaHUe, IIOTOM ITpafe] 3arOBOPUJI CHOBA:
— 4 momnro XKua 3mechk OOWH, ¥ BCe He IIOHWMaJ, 3a¥eM? A KOTHa CIIy4YalHO Halllell 9TO, IOHSIJI.

— BHI 0 TOM cTapo¥ TaWHOU IIPeTeH3un ApraHTapa K npassiueMy gomy CaBOCTHH, UTO U3-3a IeOu ICTeNb
MBI TKOOBI OTBETCTBEHHEI 3@ Ballle ceMelHOoe TPOoKIsATHe? — ciipocuia Y3abenna u3yMIIeHHO pa3TisagblBast
n3o00paxkeHHYI0 Ha ¢GpecKe Ipa-Ipa-pa... 04eHb HajieKylo POOCTBEHHHUILY.

— BBI 1 OTBETCTBEHHHI, APAKOHOYKAQ, IIOTOMY 4YTO KPOBb HE BOOUIIA, — MST'KO YJ'I]:)I6HYJ'ICH et CumoH. — Ho
s1 IIOHAJI HE 3TO.

— A uTO X)€?

O ri1y00KO BOOXHYJ ¥ KaKOe-TO BpeMs He OTPHIBasiCh CMOTpPEN Ha ¢hpecky. Ha Hell XpynKas KpacaBulla u
OPaKOH CMOTPEJIH B I'JIa3a APYT OPYTry. A mocjie cKa3au:

— ME&I BCce menanu OgHY U Ty XkKe omubky. [IymManu, 4ToOs 00epHYThCS, OPAKOHY HY2KHa Cujia. A HyXKHa
Onla J1I000Bb.

OT ero CJI0B MOPO3 II0 KOXKeE.

— DTO MOTOMY THI YUyAHUJI TaKoe? — MOTPsSICEHHO mpobopmoTait HopGeprT.

— Ho Befp monmy4umoch? — BO3pas3uil TOT U moOaBuil: — Korma st yBumen ee, Cpa3y MOHSI, YTO MONYYHUTCS.
C MUHYTY BHUCeJIa ITay3a, moToM HopbepT cOMBasiCh CIIPOCHI:

— A Kak OBITh C TEM, YTOOHL...

— Kak IIPOOJIUTH IIape rogbl KU3HU? — CIIpOCHUII CumoH, XUTPO IIPUINYPUBIIKUCH, U CO 3HAaYEHUEM moOaBUII:
— Ectp Y MéHsA COOGpa)KeHI/IH U Ha 3TOT CHEeT, IIPaBHYK.



Crapbie TaUHBI M HOBBIE

Onu Torpa npoOwimu y CHMOHA [0 yTpa.

ExaTh OH ¢ HUMU oTKa3asicsa. Ho ckasas, 4To OyOeT pafd, ecjiu OHU BpeMsi OT BpeMEeHU CTaHYT €ro
HaBemaTh. OHM ¥ HaBellaJiu, TpHUe3Kalad Ha OeHb JIeTOM, KaXKOblH Tof. B mpormoM rogy B3siau ¢ cob6oi
metel. Jlen Kak yBUOE] MSATUIETHIO ABpenraHy, TaK Cepalle CTapuKa ObIJI0 OTHAHO MaleHbKOM
OpaKOHOYKEe OKOHYATEIbHO U GECIIOBOPOTHO.

B sToM rony, HaBepHOe, YIrOBOPAT Hefa nepebpaTbcs ciofa, B CaBocTuio. EMy TyT HOJI2KHO ITOHPABUTLCS.
[Ipu ApraHTapCKoM JBOPe, KOHEYHO, 6orayde, a TyT 3aTO THUIIIE U CTaphle CEMEWHBIe TallHbl XPAaHUTh
mmpoire.

H3abenna cHOBa ITOCMOTpesa Ha ux ¢ HopbepToM MaHEepPHHIN IIOPTPET U YILIOHYIAachk Ipo ceds. ITycTh
OyOyT MSIIbITEL. A LIEHHBIH apTedakT C U3SIIHON rpaBUPOBKOM «CoBeT fda JII000Bb» IYCTh XPAHUTCS MOKa
4TO B KOPOJIEBCKOM COKpPOBUIIHUIIE. [IepeiiieT cCo BpeMeHeM B IPUAAHHOE MaJIEHbKOM IPAaKOHOYKE.

T'onoc 3acTaBUI €€ BHIHBEIPDHYTH U3 PAa3MbBIIIJIEHUN.
— A Temeps, Ballll BEICOYECTBA, IIPOIIY BaCc IIOCMOTPUTE CI0Ofja, — IIPOTroBopuiia jienu Kaprus.

U nopBena meted K 60JbIIOMY TOOeJIeHy, IOUTH B TOYHOCTH ITOBTOPSIBIIEMY Ty caMyio ¢ppecky. Eie Oi,
9CKHU3 K HEMY fejiajia caMa M3aberia, a B oOpa3e ApakKoHa el mo3upoBan HopbepT. To Temeps TOXe
OblIa ceMelHas TaiHa, TOJILKO HOBas.

Hokok
PS.

PereniT monrosieTus OT IIpagena oKa3aJjiCs IPOCT — TYT TOXKe HyXKHa Oblia JTI000Bb.

kokok

PPS.

KcraTtu, korga CuMOH y3HaJI, IIpo Te 00u, 4To OBIIN Y ero ITpaBHYKa 3a M3aberny, BEICKAa3all HHTEPECHYIO
MBICJIB. Y BCeX, KTO B HUX Yy49aCTBOBAJl, B TOI MJIM MHOU CTEeIeHU OTMETHUJINCDH B IIpeagKaX OPaKOHEI. %! y
Jlmupocckoro, u y miagirero Caparorckoro, u y Jle Opys, u y A6capna u3 Xanuaa, U gaxe y TeX TBOUX,
“MeHa KOTopeix HopbepT Tak u y3Hal.

A mobenun, KoHeYHO ke, HopOepT, ToToMy 4TO TYT TOXKE HyzKHa OhIja...

B o6iiemM, BB IOHUMaeTe, ga?

Koneu



