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Kapa. 'opox HakaneH 10 mpejesia, U BCe, 0 YEM OHAa MEUTaeT — 3TO mpoxiagHbid aym. Kak
Ha3JI0, U3-3a CEPhE3HOW aBapuu OOILEXUTHE, TAe *KuBeT Kpucrtuna, ocramock 06e3 Boabl. JleByika
pelniaeT IpuHsTH AYII B KBAPTUPE CBOETO Oparta, HE MOJI03PEBAs], UTO TaM €€ KJIET BCTpeda CO CBOEH

nepBoi 1000BbI0. [Ipeaynpexaenue: 18+




Tarbsana JlapuHa
KoTeHok

JleTHU 3HOM HaKaJIWJ ropod 0 mpenesna. benoe CoHIle HEM@IHO IBITAJI0 MOCKBUYEH, HO
KU3Hb B METAaloJIMCEe HE OCTaHaBIMBaJlach HU Ha MUHYTY. JT0 Poccus, aetka, He Mcnanus, rue
ectb cuecta! Ho nmaxke ’xapa, aHoMasbpHas, KaK JIIOOST TBEpJIUTh CUHONTHUKH, HUKOTZA HE OyaeT
noMexou B paboTe JUIs JIIoAei, KOMY He MOBE3JI0 MPOBOAUTH 3TO BPEMS B TOPO/IE.

Mononass neByllika CIHelMa MO0 HAaIpaBIeHUIO K CBOEMY OOIICKUTHUIO C €IUHCTBEHHBIM
KEJJAHUEM ITOCKOpEE OKa3arbCsl IMOJ CIIACUTENIBHBIMU CTPYSAMM NpPOXJanHoro ayma. Ha gacax He
ObLIO elle M TPeX, a OHAa YYBCTBOBAJIA AUKYIO YCTAJIOCTh. A BCE M3-3a €XKEroJHOro mapadosa,
KOTOpBIA ycTpauBail ee BY3 mocne 3aBepiieHus ceccuu. KpucTtrHa OKOHYMIA MHEPBBIM Kypc
MPECTUKHOTO CTOJIUYHOTO yHUBepcutera. OHa YCIENHO cJaia CECCHUI0, U MOXHO ObUIO Obl
CKa3aTh C JIETKOCTBIO, €CIU Obl HE ONHO «HO» — (u3Kynsrypa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO AEByIKa
ObUIa B OTIMYHOM (hu3nyecKkoi popme, caTh 3710CUACTHBIN 3a4€T C MEPBOrO pa3a OHA HE CMOTJIA.

— KpbuioBa, He Hazeics, YTO TaK JIETKO OTJeNaelbes, — Mpodacuia TpeHep, MyKernoaooHas
KEHIIMHA XOPOIIO 32 COPOK, — TbI 3a CEMECTP MOSBUIIACH TOJBKO Ha JBYX 3aHATHAX. [Iporymsl
oTpaboTaenls Ha nepecaayax.

— Banentuna HMBaHOBHA, HO 5 cJajda HOPMAaruBbl HAa «OTJIWYHO», — BO3MYTHJIACH
CTYNEHTKAa, — 5 YCHUJICHHO 3aHMMajach CIIOPTOM, HO HE Ha BalmMX napax. MoXHO cnucarb Ha
3a04YHO€ U3Yy4ECHUE NPEIMETA.

KpucTtuna Hukorja He 060s71ach OTCTauBaTh CBOM MpaBa, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KTO Iepe]l Hel
ctosut. Ceituac KpbutoBa He coOupanachk caaBarbcsi, TeM 0oJiee UTO Oblla yBEpEHa B CBOEH MPABOTE.
Ja, oHa HambIM 00pa3OM MPOMYCTUIIA TTOYTHU BECh CEMECTP, HO 3TH MPOIYCKH C JIUXBON OKYIalu
yCcepIHble TPEHHPOBKM B cHopT3aie. AKTHUBHOE BPEMSIIPEIPOBOXKICHUE JEByIIKa JIIOOMIIA,
MIO3TOMY, KPOME 3aHATHIl HAa TpEeHa)xxepax, €KEIHEBHO COBEpILAJa KHJIOMETPOBBIE IPOOEKKH,
Karajach Ha POJIMKAaX W MPOCTO TYIsIa o Topoxy. boHycoM K mpekpacHOW CHOpPTHBHON (opme
Kpuctuna nomydnna cHorcumoaTeabHyo GUTypy, 4TO C YAOBOIBCTBUEM MOTUEPKUBAIA OJEHKIOMN.

— 3aouno, KpsuioBa, Oymenms (u3MKy claBaTh, a KO MHE Ha Mepeciady MPHUIPHIraeiib.
JKenarenbHO CO CKaKaJIKOM.

— Ommnyno. Ilomyuyaercd, Bbl CTaBUTE 3a4€Thl HE MO CAAHHBIM HOpMarWBaM, a IO
MTOCEIIAEMOCTH B cEMECTP? DTO Ball IETarorH4eCKUi METOA?

— ToI y3Haeuws Moil megarornueckuii Mmeroy Ha nepecaade. Ceodoana!

Kpuctuna He Obl1a HaMepeHa MOJ4a CTepIeTh nopaxenue. IlycTe oHa mpourpaia 3ToT O0H,
HO BOMHa elle npoaoskanack. KpeuioBa Xopoiio 3apekoMeHjoBata ce0s 3a MPONUIbId Y4eOHBINA o/
U ObUTa B TPEKPACHBIX OTHOIICHUSIX C IEKAHOM, MTOITOMY, KOT/Ia OHA TIPHUIIUIa 32 HalpaBJICHUEM Ha
nepecaady, MOCeToBajia CepAOoOOJIbHOMY CTapU4Ky Ha HECIPaBEAJIMBOrO TpeHepa. Muxaum
CemeHOBHY ObUT YEIIOBEKOM CITPaBEUIMBLIM M BCEIJa CTapalicsl UATH HaBCTpeuy cTyaeHTtam. OH
HaJlyMaj BMENIAThCd B KOH(JIMKT U PEIMTh €ro ¢ HaMMEHBIIMM KOJUYECTBOM >KepTB. BMmecTo
nepecaaun KpbuloBy HampaBWIM Ha €XEroAHbId MapadoH, Kak MPeaCcTaBUTENS SKOHOMHYECKOTO
(dakynpTeTa, Ha KOTOPOM OHa yuuiack. B utore KpuctuHa npunecna TpeTbe MeCTO (haKyIbTETY,
J€KaH OCTaJCs JOBOJIEH, a TPEHEPY HUYErO HE OCTABAIOCh, KaK OCTABUTh HEIOOMMOW CTYIEHTKE
3a4eT U OTHPABUTH HA KAHUKYJIBL.

— Mapadon B Takyro kapy — 9TO BbICIIAsi Mepa caau3ma!l A eciu U ycTpauBarh MOA0OHOE
MEpONpUATHE, KOTJIa Ha YAUIIE AaJIEKO 3a TPUALATh, TO XOTS Obl OPraHU30BaJIU IyIeBble KAOUHKH.



OO0 >TOM HHUKTO HE OAYMaJl, — pa3MbIIUIsiIa PO ceOs AEBYIIKA, — JIa’Ke BOJIY HE KYHUTh.

OHa ocTaHOBUJIaCh y aBTOOYCHOW OCTaHOBKHM M IOCMOTpeJia Ha BAABICHHBIM B acansT —
ciel OT MaJlaTKU, KOTOpas CTOosuIa 3/IeCh JO TOr0, KaK TOCIOAWH MA3P HE PEIMJ CHECTHU BCE, YTO
«MOPTUJIO JIMK HCTOpPUYECKOro ropona». Jlo Ommxaiiiero cymepmapkeTra MATH TakKXKe, Kak 0
obmexutus. [locne nemonrux pazaymuit Kpuctuna penmia monuTh B CBOEH KOMHATE.

VYike Ha moaxone K OOIICKUTHUIO U3MYUYEHHAs Kapoil CTYJEHTKA yBUJIeJIa HECKOJIbKO MalliH
aBapuitHOM ciyx0bpl. OHa He Tmpuaasa >TOMY 3Ha4eHUs W Tonvia janbiie. Bce, dto ee
MHTEPECOBAIIO — ATO VI, OAHAKO JEBYIIKY a0 pa3ovyapoBaHue.

— Aapusi, Kpuctunouka! IIpopBasio Tpaccy, — cxomy cooOumiia Baxrepiia, — 0€3 BOJIbI
cuuM. Korma nounHsAT — He TOBOPSIT.

Jns KpoeuioBoit 310 0BT yoap B camoe cepaue. Ee cmopTuBHas omexia Jnumia K
pPa3rOpsSTYEHHOMY TENY, a apOMaT MOIIHOTO aHTHUIEPCIHPAHTA JABHO CMEIIAJICS C 3alaxoM MOTa.
XKnare B Takom Buze nogady Boasl Kpuctuna He Mmomia. Kak Hazno, aboHeMeHT B ee PUTHEC-KIyO
3aKOHYMJICS Ha TPOIUION HEJesle, M OHa pelyia ero He mpoiayieBarh J0 oceHu. Iloapyru u3
MOCKBBI, KTO HE XHJI B OOIICKUTHH, Pa3beXaluCh, MUaThCsl K AeBoukaM U3 [10AMOCKOBbS, YTOOBI
MOMBITbCSI — TOJHOE Oe3ymue. OcTaBaloch OIHO €IMHCTBEHHOE MECTO B TOPOJIE, TJ€ OHA MOIJia
MPUHSATH Tyl — KBapTUpa crapiiero opara. KpuctrHa Tskenno B3I0XHYIA U JOCTajla U3 PIOK3aKa
CBOM cMapT(OH.

— Jla! — paznancs B TpyOKe 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC.

— Anno, Temouka?

— OH, KOTeHOK, Kak Tbl? llepenma Ha creayroumid Kypc? — HAWTPAHHO CEPBE3HO
nouHTepecoBalicss KpbutoB-cTapimii.

— Jla, ceroans paznenanach ¢ GU3KYyIbTYpOH.

— YMHuuka. Beerga 31an, 4To Thl — XOpOIIMH PEOEHOK.

— TeM... — HeOBOJILHO MPOTSHYJIA OHA.

— CoBceMm 3a0bL1, ThI XK€ Yy HAC yXe B3pociiasi, — 3aCMEsUICS MTapeHb.

— Sl x Tebe 1o Aeny, ToUHEe ¢ MPOChOOH, — OHA UYTh 3aMsIach.

— Yo Takoe? BrIkiagniBaii.

— V¥ Hac TyT aBapus, B oOliare Boy OTKJIIOUIIN. MOXXHO s y TeOs Ty npumy?

— Yro 3a Bonpoc? Koneuno. BooO1iie He mOHKMMAl0, 4TO ThI J€JIACIlb B 3TOM KJIOITOBHUKE.

— He nauunnaii, noxanyiicra!

— Jlagno, korenok. Korna te0s xnaTh?

— MHe 710 Te0st MUHYT JBaJIIIATh HA METPO.

— ThI ceituac npuenennb?

— Jla, a 4T0, KaKrue-To mpoOIeMbI?

— KoTeHOK, MHE HYXHO OThEXarTh IO JAeJaM Ha Mapy YacCUKOB, — BUHOBATO IMPOCTOHAI
ApTeM, — HO 51 OCTaBJIIO TeOe KJII0Y Ha IBEPHOM KOCSIKE. ITO BHICOKOBATO, HO €CJIM MOIPHITHEIlIb,
TO CMOJKEIIIb JOCTaTh.

— DW, s He kapyuIa, — 3acMmesiach Kpuctuna, — ckopo oyay. Criacu6o.

— Tor cpazy He yxomu. J{oxauch MeHs, moOositaeM. 3a BeCh IO TOJIBKO JiBa pa3a MEHs
HaBeIaIa.

— XOopolIo.

Y Kpuctunbsl u ee Opara Obuta pa3HuIla B ceMb JeT. OH Bcerma Kaszajics ed OOJbIMM U
B3pocibIM. BOT u celiuac, korjga caMoil ObUTO JEBATHAANATh, ABAALATUIIICCTUICTHUNH ApTeM ObUT



JUISL HEE TOYTH pomuTeneM. B neTcTBe OHM Apyr B Apyre AyIIM HE 4Yasyid, a U CeMdyac 4yBCTBA
COXPaHUJIMCh, HO YTO-TO U3MEHUIIOCh. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO MPOU30ILIO, KOTAA IMapEHb B CEMHALATh
jet yexan B MockBy u3 poaHoit Tromenu. Kpuctruna odeHb ckydana mo Opary. Kaxxaslii pa3 oHa ¢
HETEPIEHUEM JKJIAJIa €T0 MpUE3/la Ha KaHUKYIbl. HecMOTpsa Ha pa3HUIy B BO3pacTe OHU 3J0POBO
MPOBOJIMIIA BpeMs BMECTE. A MOXET ObITh, OHU OTJAJWIIUCH IOCIE TOro, Kak Temka mo3Baji C
co00l Ha KaHUKYJIbI CBOETO JTYYIIIETO APYra.

Burtanmuit ®unaroB mnepeexan B MockBy u3 Cankrt-IletepOypra u, no cyacTIMBON
CIy4allHOCTHM, IONajJ HAa OOWH KypCc W B omHy rpynny ¢ KpbsutoBbiM. OHM NOAPYXHUIUCH
MpaKTUYECKH cpa3dy, Kak nmocTtynuiu. [IpaBna, ux apyx6a Havanack ¢ apaku. O6a mapHs He ObUIH
o0JieIeHbl KEHCKMM BHUMaHHEM. BpICcokuii mmpokorieuuit Optoner Burtanmuii u OIOHIUH CO
CMAa3JIMBBbIM JINYMKOM APTEM Ha MEPBOM K€ CTYICHUYECKOW BEYEPUHKE PEIIMIIM IOKa3arhb, YETO
cTosT. Beibop oOoux may Ha nepByro KpacaBuily BY3a, a Ta HUKak HE MoOIJIa ONPEEeIUThCS, KOTO
npeamnodects. B pesynbrare — paszOutas ryda Butanumka M CHUHSK Ha cKyle ApTeMa, a Kak
CJIEJICTBUE — KpEMKas MYyKcKas Jpyxoa.

B crynenueckue rogei Tema u Burtanuk pa3ownum He omHO JeBuuYbe cephme. ChHKH
00eCIeYeHHBIX POAUTENCH, K TPETheMy KypCy OHU 00a CheXallh U3 OOIIC)KUTHS U CHSIU Ha JIBOUX
(mpu MOMOIIM TANMWHBIX JEHEr) KBapTUPy B yepTe caaoBOro koibla. C 3TOro BpeMEHU HX
pasryibHasl )KU3Hb pa3BEPHYJIACh Ha IMOJHYK KaTyIIKy — JEBYIIKH, CUTAapEThl, BBIIUBKA U YTO
nokpenye. JIMib B KOPOTKME MPOMEKYTKH BPEMEHHU, KOTAA MAPHU HAaBELIAIA POAUTEIECH, OHU
nepkanu ce0s B pamkax npuinuus. Kax et pas, korjma Tema npumiaman Butanuka B Tromens, oH
MpEeIyNpexaal Ipyra 0 TOM, YTOObI TOT HE MPOOOITANICS HEHAPOKOM O TOM, KaK OHM OT/bIXArOT.
ApTeM HeE CTOJBKO OOsUICS peakiUu POAUTENICH, CKOJIBKO HE XOTEN BBINISACTH IUIOXO B IVla3zax
CBOEU MIJIAJIIIEN CECTPECHKHM.

Burtanuka BCTpeTUIM TOCTENPUUMHO B JomMe KpbUIOBBIX, @ OHM B CBOK OuY€pelib,
MOHpaBWINCh mapHiO. OH Jaxe NPOHUKCS CHUMIArHed K MajeHbkoil KpuctuHe, KOTOpyro MO
IpUMepy €€ cTapiuero Opara cTaj 3BaTh «KOTEHKOM». J[eBouke Torja Obuto ABeHaauarb. Kak u
mobas aeuyiika KpbutoBa-miasimas MedTana 0 CKa3ke ¢ npekpacHbM npuHieM. Kpacusblil apyr
Opara cpa3y MOKOpHUJI €€ IOHO€ cepjaeuko. Temepp OHa *Jaja Ha KaHUKYIbI HE TOJBKO CBOETO
Temouky, HO 1 Butamio. Kax bl pa3 nmapeHb npuBO3MJI KOTEHKY MOJIAPKU — 3TO ObUTH KOH(ETHI,
pa3Hble O€3JeNyIIKH, KOTOPhIE OHA C JOOOBBIO PacCTaBisjia Ha MOJIKE B CBOCM KOMHAre, a Mo3Ke
KOMIIBIOTEPHBIE UTPBI, JUCKU C MOJHON MY3BIKOM.

Kpuctune momkHO OBUIO HCHONHUTHCS YETBHIpHAAIATh. POmuTeNnu pemmid YCTPOUTH IS
J0OUMOMN JTOYKU TPAHAMO3HBIA Tpa3aHUK. JIJIsg 3TOTO OHM CHSIM OOJIBIIONW KOTTEK, a B KaueCTBE
IJJAaBHOTO cropripu3a npumacuian Aprema u Burtammka. Croprpu3 MOTy4Yuics, HO HEYJAUYHBIN.
Chauasia Bce ObUIO 3aMeuarebHO — JPY3bs, POAHBIC U JaKe TallHBIN BO3IIOOJIEHHBIA. binke k
BEUEepy, KOIJla TOCTU MOYTH Pa30IUINCh, UIMEHUHHUIIA pellMiia HailTh Buranuka, KOTOPBI Kyna-To
MCYEe3 €Ile A0 MPa3JAHUYHOrO TOpTa. /[€BouKa MOMHsIIACh HABEPX W YCIbIIAJIa CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH,
TOHOCHUBIIMECA U3 ONHOM M3 KOMHAT. OHA MPEKpPacHO IMOHSJIA, YTO TaM IPOUCXOUT, HO BCE PABHO
MPUOTKpPHLIA IBEPH, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETD.

Ha mmpoko#t kpoBatu ObUT OH U cTapiiiasi CeCTpa €€ OAHOKJIACCHHUIIBL J[eByllka M3BHBaIach
nog OuiaroBeiM, BIUBAACH JUIMHHBIMUA HOTTSIMH B €r0 IIMPOKYIO CIIMHY, OH € C OCTEPBEHEHUEM
BanOnuBaica B mojariuBoe Teno. KpucTtuHa nommkHa Oblla 3aKpbITh JBEPh, OTBEPHYTHCH,
yOeaTh... HO OHAa CTOsUIa HE IICJIOXHYBIIMChH, HAOIIOAas 3a TEM, KaK €€ TalHBbI BO3JH0OJICHHBIM



HMEET APYTYIO.
— Kortenok, BOT ThI r1e!

ApTeM HcKall cecTpy, YTOOBI Ta MOMPOIIATIach ¢ pacxonuBIMMUCS rocTssMu. OH HUKaK He
OXKMJAJl 3acTaTb €€ HaONIOAIoIIyl0 MOMOOHYI0 ClieHy. BuTanuk mossui, yTo mpousonuio. Kak
OIIMAPEHHBIA, OH PE3KO CIHPBITHYI C JICBYIIKH, TPUKPHIBAACH MOIYIIKOM, a Ta cTaja CYIOpPOKHO
HATSATUBATh HA C€0s MPOCTHIHD.

— KoteHok, TeOe He TOBOPWUJIM, YTO HEJb3s MOACMATpUBaTh 3a B3POCIBIMHU JISIISIMUA U
TEeTSIMU? — U300paxkasi CEpJUTOCTh, MPOTrOBOpHI Buranuk.

Ha camom nene on O6bu1 cmyliieH. EMy ObUTO CTBIIHO, YTO CECTpa €ro apyra moimaia mapHs «C
nonnyHbiM». OHa ere coBceM peOeHOK, HO YK€ MHOroe noHumaer. KoHedHo, oHa 3Hala, 4em
MMEHHO OH 3aHHMAJICS C 3TOM OJIOHIMHOYKON. BMecTo m3BMHEHUM, BuTanuk npeamnoden apyryro
TAKTUKY — HApPYraTbCs Ha JIEBOUKY.

Kpucrtuna ¢ tpynom caepxuBaia ciesbl. Eif Ob110 HecTepnuMo 00JIbHO YBUAETH €T0 C APYTou,
CTBIIHO OTTOTO, YTO €€ 3aCTyKajJd M TOLIHO OT OCO3HAHWsI, YTO OHA JIJIi HEro JIUIh PEOEHOK.
JIleBouka MoJI4a pa3BEepHYIACh U MOCIENNIA B KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO OTBEJIH IS HEE. APTEM YTO-TO
KpHUYall BCIIE] CECTPE, HO Ta YK€ €ro HE CIIBIIIAIIA.

Hayrpo ponutenu Kpuctunbel 1 ApremMa yexaliu mo aenaM, OCTaBisad JETSIM BO3MOXKHOCTb HE
CIela IMo3aBTpakaTb U coOparbest n0 obena. [lapHu TPOCHYIUCH OBOJBHO paHO U, KOT/AA
BUCpAIHSSI UMEHUHHHUIIA CITYCTUJIACh HAa KYXHIO, YK€ MOTSTMBAIM HAa KyxHE Kode ¢ curaperoi.
Onu o0a Benmu cebs Tak, OyITO BYEpa HHUYEro HE MPOMU30IUI0. Butanuk 3aByaanpoBaHO
paccka3biBail TeMe O TOM, Kak IPOBEN BpeMs C KpPacoTKOM M, eciin Obl paHbiie KpuctuHa He
MOHSJIA €70 HAMEKOB, TO TENEPh JA0Talajiach, O YEM IILIA PEYb.

[Torom Aprem u Burtanuk cHoBa yexanu B MockBy U Oonbllle HE mpue3xain B TroMeHb Ha
KaHUKYIIbl. Kaxnaplii pa3 y HUX BO3HMKanu Jneiia B cronune. CHayana MOE3IKUA C JIPY3bSIMHU
3arpaHuily, MOTOM paboTa W Kapbepa. Jlamekuid Topon yxe He ObUT MHTEPECEeH aMOWIIMO3HBIM
MOJIOABIM JIFOSM, a OOIIEHHUE C OJIM3KUMU CBEJIOCHh K PEIKUM Tee(OHHBIM pPa3roBOpaM.

Kpuctuna nom3pocnena. OHa mpeBparuiiach W3 MUJIOM JE€BYYNIKM C SCHBIMU INIa3aMu M
NyXJIBIMH IIEYKaMU B OOBOPOXUTEIBHYIO JAEBYIIKY. K BBITYCKHOMY KJjlacCy OHa Hay4Yujach
MOJIb30BAaThCSl BHUMAHHWEM MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOIO Moja. 3a TMOJIT0Aa 10 OKOHYAHUS IIKOJBI Y
JEBYIIKU TOSIBUIIUCH MEPBbIE cepbe3Hble OTHOIEHUA. C OneroMm oHa MpOBCTpPEYaIach 10 CaMOro
oTbe3/1a B MockBy. C HUM ObLIO BECeJIO U MHTEpecHO. BMecTe OHUM y3HaBaIu, YTO TaKOE JIIOOOBb U
CTaJli MEPBBIMU JAPYT ISl APYra.

Korma wmmanmmass KpeiioBa moctynuiaa B MocCKOBckui BY3, BmaoOneHHBIM B Hee 10
o6ecnamstcTBa Oner npeaioKuil OTHOIICHUS Ha PACCTOSHUU, HO JIEBYIIKa He coracuiachk. OHa
ObUTa pealMCTKOM M TOHUMAJIa, YTO TaKoe PellieHUE HU K YeMy He npuBeAeT. [leByika Buena, 4to
ux oTHomeHus s Osera 3Hadar Kyga Oojbline, 4eM sl Hee. HOHomeckas BIIFOOJICHHOCTD,
CUMIIaTUs, HO He JIto00Bb. OHA C JIErKOCTHIO paccTajiaCh CO CBOMM IIE€PBBIM MapHEM U yexala
IOKOPATH MOCKBY.

Bonpekn noxkenmanusm poaurtened, KpuctrnHa He 3axorena XUTh B ChEMHOW KBApTUPE H
nocenuiaack B o0mexuTur. OHAa YEeTKO pelmia KUTh CaMOCTOSITENIBHO, XOTS OT POAUTEIBCKHUX
JeHer He oTkKa3bBanack. He mnpomumio m wmecsana, kak KpsuioBa o63aBenach Apy3bsSMH, a
NpernoiaBaTesIy Moo ee 32 yM U npuiiexknyro yueoy. XKusubp Kpuc B cronuie Oypinia, Kak
KOTEJ C JJaBOM — yueba uepeaoBaliach C BEUEPUHKAMHU, 3aHSATHS CIIOPTOM C MOCEIIEHUEM CaJIOHOB
BMECTE C MOAPY)KKaMHu. Y Hee ObLUTO HECKOJIBKO CKOPBIX POMAHOB, HO BCE OHU 3aKOHUMJIUCH TAKKE



pE3KO, Kak 1 Havaluch. Cepbe3HbIE OTHOUICHUS JIEBYIIKY HE UHTEPECOBAIH.

C Temoit 3a npowmeaumi rog KpuctruHa BCTpeTHIACch JIMIIL JIBAXKIbl — IEPBBIA pa3, Korjaa
Opar BCTPETUJI €€ Ha BOK3aJie U MTOMOT Pa3MECTUTHCS, BTOPO — Ha HOBOTOIHUX KaHUKYNax. OHH
00a KUJIM CBOEH >KU3HBIO, ObUTM CIUIIKOM 3aHSTHI WIW MO KAKOW-TO MPUYMUHE HEJOCTYIHBI JAPYr
s apyra. C Butaaukom eByIlIKa HE BUAENIACH.

Bbosick npusHarscst camoit cede, Kpructuna nzberana ooimeHus ¢ Oparom u3-3a ero japyra. OHa
He OblIa yBEpEHa, YTO HOHOIIECKOE YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE pa3phiBaji0 HA YAaCTH €€ CepAle, IMPOIUIo
oeccienno. MlHoraa neByiika meuTana, YTo BCTpeTUT Buta ciydailHoO Ha ynuie uiu B Kade, OH ee
HE Y3HAEeT, HO cpa3y OOpaTUT BHHUMaHHWE. 3a 3TH roabl Kpuc CUIBHO M3MEHWIach W TENEPh
MOJTHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBOBAAa BKycaM Jpyra ee Opara — CTpoOWHas M MOATSHYTas C aHTEIbCKUM
JUYUKOM W KONMHOW JUIMHHBIX CBETIO-PYChIX BOJOC. [[€Byllka rpe3usia O CIIOHTAaHHOM POMAaHE,
npeicTaBiIsiia, Kak pacckaxer o000 BceM Opary, kak oOpanyer ponuteneil. Ho morom oHa
pPENMTENBHO OTKa3bIBaJIaCh OT COOCTBEHHBIX MbIciel. M BOT ceituac, korjma KpuctuHe mpuumioch
3BOHUTH Teme, ee cepjilie 0TOMBAIO YEUYETKY, IOTOMY YTO MAJICHbKAs JIEBOYKA B €€ MOACO3HAHUU
TBEPJIUJIA, YTO Y HEE €CTh IIAHC BCTPETUTD JIETCKYIO JTIO0O0Bb.

Butanuii y)xe naBHo He xuia ¢ ApreMoM. HecMoTpsi Ha CBOe pa3THIIBASICTBO, OHU 008
XOpOIIO 3aKOHYMJIM YHUBEPCUTET U HEIUIOXO YCTPOWIUCHh. KOHEUHO, KaXI0OMy M3 HHUX NOMOIIIH
POIUTEINIH, HO 3TO HUCKOJBKO HE YMOJSIJIO MX HBIHEIIHUX JOCTHMKEHUU. KpbUIOB cTan 10pucToM B
M3BECTHOM CTONMYHOUN (pupme, a DUaToB yCIEUIHO Urpall Ha Oupxke. Takke Kak U Mpexie, NapHu
IPYXUJIU, OHU BMECTE€ IPOBOAUIM CBOOOMHOE BpEMs, Pa3BICKAIMCh W TMOJydadd OT >KU3HU
BCEBO3MOKHBIE yHAOBOJbCTBUA. [IpaBaa, Temepb ajiKorojib, KOTOPBIM OHM TWJIU, ObUT OoJiee
BBIJIEPKAHHBIM, CUTAPETHI HA TOPAJIOK JOPOKE, a TO, YTO MOKpenye, KaHyno B Jiety. Hu onun u3
HUX HE HMEJNl CEepbE3HbIX OTHOIIeHUW. OOIIEHHE C MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHBIM TMOJIOM CBOJUIIOCH K
OOBIYHOMY TIOJB30BAaHHMIO JKEHCKUM TeIoM. B ToMcCKax HOBBIX OIIYIICHHH OHH MEHSJIUCH
J000BHUIIAMH, Opanu OAHY Ha JBOUMX WJIM WMEJIH HECKOJBKUX 3a pa3. JKeHHMHBI s 000uX
IMapHEW JaBHBIM-IABHO CTaJId Y€M-TO BPOJIe HOBOTO BPEMEHHOI0 aKceccyapa.

— 3Haenb, But, Oosbliiie Bcero 6010Ch, YTO MO KOTEHOK HApBETCSl Ha KaKOTO-HUOYAb KO37a,
KaK Mbl, — KaK-TO IToceToBaj Apyry Kpbuios.

— 5l cam emy TOpiI0 CBEpHY 3a TBOIO CECTPY. A BOOOIIE paHO O TAKOM T'OBOPUTH, — OTBETHUJI
®dunatoB, BHITYCKAs KIIYO CUTAPETHOTO JbIMA.

— Ei1 BocemHaath, ona nepedupaercs B MOCKBY.

— Bocemnanuare? 310 g Takou crapsiii? [IoMHIO €€ MyxXJIEeHbKOUW MUTaTULIEH.

— Teneps coBceM B3pocias. CTpalHO NOIyMarb, YTO KAKON-TO XMBIPh MOXKET 3aXOTETh €€
TPaxHYTb.

— [lonumatro. bynb y MeHs cecTpa, mopBall 3a Hee J000ro. A Tak... 3a KOTEHKa TOXE MOPBY.
Ona MHe Bceria HpaBuiach. Takas 3a0aBHasl.

— Omna npuesxkaetr Ha cienyromeit Henene. Exy BcTpedarb, Oyay moMorarb C 3aceleHUEM.
[IpucoennanmbCS?

— S Om1 ¢ papocthio, HO ¢ Jluskoit netum B UepHoropuio. Ee TeTka 3a KBapTUPOI
MPUCMOTPETH NMpocuia. Tak 4To y MeHs OyAeT 03J0POBUTEIBHBIN OT/IbIX.

— O310pOBUTENIBHBIN?

— Mopckoi BO3yX U CEKC, — paccMmesicss Buranuk.

— ¥ Bac cepbe3HO?

— C JIuzoit? 4 Tebs ymornsro. Bepuemcst B MOCKBY U pa30eKuMCHl.



ApTreM CHUMall Tpeumky B paiioHe Sxkumanka. Ero noM He SBIsUICS HOBOCTPOMKOW, HO
KBapTUPbl B HEM OBbUTM MPOCTOPHBIMM K OTBEUAIM BCEM IMOTPEOHOCTSM MOJIOAOTO YEJIOBEKA.
Kpuctuna nobpanacek 10 1oma 6para 10oBoJibHO ObICTpo. OHA MOAHSIIACh HA HYXKHBIN 3TaX U, KaK U
oOeman Temka, HalUia K04 Ha JBEPHOM Kocsike. BHyTpu, Ha ynuBieHue, ObLI0 YUCTO U yOpaHo.
3nas Aprema, KprucTuHa HUCKOIBKO HE COMHEBAJIACh, UTO ATO HE €T0 3aCIyra.

— HHTepecHO, OH BbI3bIBAI KJIMHUHTOBYKO KOMIIAHUIO WJIM 3aBell ce0e JEBYIIKY,
YCMEXHYNACh PO ceOs JIEBYIIIKA.

[Tocne packaneHHOM YIUIBI OYEHBb XOTEJIOCHh MUTh, NOATOMY KpbulOoBa mepBbIM [1€JI0M MoIUia
Ha KyXHIO. B XomomunpHHUKE OHAa OOHApYXKHJIa MONYMYCTYIO OyThUIKY KOJbl. EN ObUTO HEBaXKHO,
CKOJIBKO BPEMEHM OHAa YK€ TaM CTOUT, KpucTHHA C )KaAHOCTBIO CTajla IUTh YK€ HEra3uPOBAHHYIO
CHAAKYIO KHUJAKOCTb. Y TOJUTH KAy MOTHOCTBIO € TaK M HE yAAJIOCh, HO TENEPh Kyla CUJIbHEE
OHAa XOTeJa B JTYIIL

BanHnas komHara Oblia MPOCTOPHOM, ITpaB/a, AyIIEBO KaOMHBI B HEW He ObUIO, a IITopKa JyIs
BaHHBI OKA3aJIaCh MOJHOCTHIO MPO3paYHON. YXuupeHus TeMbl, 4TOObI MOACMAaTpUBaTh 3a CBOUMU
neBoukamu B ayme. CrpaBa oT aBepu KpuctuHa oOHapykuia CTUpaJbHYI0 MAalMHKY, Kyaa
3amuxHyIa cBou Bemmw. [lepen Tem kak moWTH K Opary, oHa cobpaia BCe, 9TO TPeOOBAIO CTUPKH,
yTOOBI TOTOM, €CJIM BOAY HE€ MOaayT, OoJibllle HUKOTO HE Hampsrarb. MammHka 3apaboTaina
npakTudecku oecirymMmHo. OT Takoit pockonm KpbiioBa yxe oTBbIKJIAa. B 0OLIEKUTHH JUIsI CTUPKU
MPUXOAMIIOCH CITYCKAThCs B MOABAJ, TJ€ pacliojarajiach rpadeyHasi, a €CJii ObITh TOUHBIM, TO TPU
MaIlIMHKY BPEMEH MEPECTPOUKH, JIBE U3 KOTOPHIX BEUHO HEe padoTanu. Ceiuac, cpaBHUBAS KUIUIIE
Opara 1 cBOIO OOIIAry, JIeBylka MoHuMasna, 4to Tema ObUT TIpaB, 003bIBas €€ CTYJACHUECKUIN JIOM
KJIOIOBHUKOM.

KpucTtuna OpICTpO 3alpbIrHylia B BaHHY, 3aJIepHy/Ia IITOPKY M BKJIroUnia Ayl M BoT HacTan
TOT CaMbld MOMEHT HaCJIaXXJICHHs, KOTOphIM KpbUlioBa *Jajna MOCIEIHUE HECKOJbKO 4acoB. Eu
Ka3aJloCh, YTO BCE €€ TEeJI0 MPOMUTAHO MOTOM, MOPHI 3a0UTHI TOPOJCKON MBLIBIO, a BOJOCHI
3acaIJINCh HACTOJBKO, YTO MMHU MOXHO OBLIO CMa3biBaTh BEJIOCHUIEIHYIO Iienb. KoHeyHO, Bce
ObUIO HE TaK Ha CaMOM JieJie, HO JIEBYIIIKA OIIyIajia ce0s rps3HOM.

[Toka Kpuc Harupana cebss mouankod, k TemuHomy nomy moaxomus Butanuii. Kak wu
JEBYILKY, €r0 MPUBEIN K JAPYry OOCTOSTEIbCTBA. YK€ HEAENI0 B €r0 KBAPTUPE JeJald PEMOHT, U
BCE 3TO BpeMs, OH XwWi y Jyudmero apyra. Ilocne Toro, kak Kpuctuna mo3BoHuna Apremy
POCHOO MOMBITECA, TAPEHb PELIMI YCTPOUTH CIOPIPU3 U cecTpe, U apyry. OH MOMHUII, KaK €ro
KOTEHOK oOokasia Bwutanmka. He momo3peBas, 4YTO dYyBCTBa JEBYIIKM OBUIM OTHIONb HE
apyxeckumu, Tema Obu1 yBepeH, uto Kpuctuna Oynet pana Buty, a oH B CBOIO o4epeb MPUATHO
YIUBUTCS BCTPEUYE C KOTEHKOM.

— Ilpusitens, TeOs XAET NMPUITHBIA CIOPIPHU3 Y MeHA JoMa. Thl CKOpO? — 3aUHTPUTOBAI
apyra Aprem.

— Ckopo Oyny. A uto 3a cropnpu3s? [llammnanckoe moKynaTh UM Mpe3epBATUBKI?

— Ipunypoxk! [lpuxonu u cam yBUIUIIb.

N Butanmuk npuiten. I Butanuk yBuern.
KpuctuHa He cibliana MmoBOpOT Kiroua B 3aMke. OHa He BHJENA, KaK JIBEPh B BaHHYIO

MCIUICHHO OTKPBbLUIACH. HapeHL CTOSIII OOJIOKOTHBIIIUCH O KOCK, KaJHO Pa3ririablBasa OoOHaKEHHOE
TCJIO ACBYIIKH. Omna mbu1a roJIOBY 1 HC CMOIJIa 3aMCTUTDh, KAK duaaroB 3alIei B BAHHYIO, KaK CTaJl



CHUMATB C Ce0s OJIeXkK Ty, TOKA HE OCTAJICS MOTHOCTHIO TOJIBIM.

KoHneuHo, oH He y3HaI B 3TOM COOJA3HUTENBHON pycalKe YINIOBaTyH0 MIIAIIIYIO CECTPY
JYYIIIeTo Jipyra. Y Hero He ObLJI0 COMHEHUM, 4TO CIOpPIIPU3, O KOTOPOM cKasain 1o Ttenedony Tema
— 3TO OYEpPENHAs JEBOYKA, KOTOPOM yXe€ BOCIOJIB30BaJICS €r0o Apyr. OT OAHON MBICIH O TOM, KaK
OH Oy/leT UMETh ee B ayie, y Buta BcTas.

— Tebe nmorepeTs COMHKY? — HArJo CIPOCUII OH, paclaxuBasi ITOPKY.

Kpucrtuna oropornena ot Takoro Harucka. OHa HUKAK HE 0XHUJaja, 4YTO KTO-TO MOMENIAET €€
BOIHBIM Mpoueaypam. B otmnune ot @unarosa, KpbuioBa cpa3y €ro y3Haja, HO 3Ta BCTpeda TaK €€
IOKUPOBaJa, 4TO JIEBYIIKA HE CMOIJIa HUYEro cka3arb. OHa JUIlb NPUKPbLUIA PyKaMH CBOIO HAroTy,
B TO BpeMs KakK BO30YKJIEHHBIM MYyKUMHA yxke Obul psiioM. He Tak oHa mpeacTapisiia UX BCTPEUy.
Co0OpaB Bce cuiibl, KpucTrHa XoTena y»e BO3MYTUTLCS HamIOCTH BuTa, HO OH HE Jal ed cKasarb,
rpy0o0 3aTKHYB POT MOIEITYEM.

Ero ryObl ObUIM TaKUMU TOPSTYMMHU, SI3bIK HAITIO BOPBAJICS B €€ POT, HAUMHAsl OCIICHHBIN TaHeI]
c ee s3bikoM. Kpuctuna Bmur 3abmuia 000 BceM Ha cBere. Ceiuac njig Hee ObUT TOJBKO OH!
Butanuk cycTuics nouenysiMu K Iiee, a motom euie Huxe. OH mocMoTpen Ha OOHAXKEHHYIO TPY/lb
MAJIBIIIKA U OTMETHJI TIPO ceOsl, YTO OHA JOBOJBHO MBIIIHAS VISl TAKOTO XyI€HBKOTO Teja, HO 3TO
HPABHJIOCh €MY M JIUKO 3aBOAMIIO. [lapeHb KOCHYJICS KOHYMKOM SI3bIKa €€ 3aTBEPJIEBILETO COCKA, U
B 3TOT MOMeHT Kpuc u3nana nepsblif CTOH.

— Jla, manmpimka, s 3acTaBiif0 T€Os cToHarh. Thl He 3alyden 3TOT JeHb, — IO0XaOHO
MPOTOBOPUJI OH, YEM TOJIBKO pa3z3zafopui Kpuctuny.

Ona oOxBarwyia pyKamMHu JWIIO TapHS U TOTSAHYIA €ro BBepX, Burtamuii mommancs. beiTh
BEJIOMBIM B CEKCE OH HE JoOWJ, HO cedyac pelmi TMO3BOJUTh MaJbIIKe PyKOBOAUTH. OHa
MPUCTOHUJIA TApHS K CTEHKE M CTaja IIeJIOBaTh €ro TyObl, Iel0, rpylb... Butanuky HpaBuiach
PELIUTENBHOCTDh ACBYIIKH, HO B TOXE BpPEMS OH YYBCTBOBAJI HEKOTOPYK) HACTOPOKEHHOCTH B
KaXJOM €€ nercTBUH. Ha KakoM-TO MOMEHT OH JaXke MOAYMAJl, UYTO OHA HE OYEpEIHAS LUII0Xa €ro
Apyra, a MoOJIOAasi ¥ HEONbITHAs JEByIKa. J[BymMs manbllaMM OH CXBarWil €€ 3a MOoAOOpONOK U
3aCTaBUJI IOCMOTPETH HA HETO.

B ee B3msaae ObUTO YTO-TO HEYIOBUMO 3HAKOMOE, OyITO OH BUEI paHbIle 3TH r1a3a. OTdero-
TO cepjlie 3a0uinoch criibHee. CuMmarus. JTa MaJbllKa OTHO3HAYHO BhI3bIBAja B HEM CHMIIATHIO.
Heyxenu, 3To He TonbKo 1Mox0Th? Het, Takoro ObITh He MOXeT! OH PBHIBKOM TOAHSIT JEBYIIKY MO/
SATOJMITBI M TIPUIKAJI €€ XPYIKOe TeJo K KadelbHOoM cTeHe. KpucTuHa ynapuiack CIMHOMN, OTYETO U3
ropJja BBIPBAJICS TSDKEJIBINA B3JI0X, HO €€ HE BOJHOBaJIa 3Ta 00JIb, BCE MBICIU OBUIM COCPEIOTOUCHBI
BOKPYT HETO.

Butanuk HaBanuiacs cBOUM OOHAXEHHBIM TEJIOM Ha €€ XPYIKOE TeJblle, CUIIbHEE MpUXKUMas
JEBYIIKY K cTeHe. KpHCTHHA 4YyBCTBOBaja €ro BO30OYKJICHHYIO IUIOTh, 4YTO YHNHpPalIach BO
BHYTPEHHIOIO TOBEPXHOCTH Oenpa. OHa kana, 4To OH BOMJET B HEE, HO ATOTO HE IPOUCXOIUIIO.

— 1 He Tpaxaro 0e3 3alMThl, — YCMEXHYICS BUT 1 ynbIOHYIICS TOM YIBIOKOM, Kakoil HUKOTAA
He ynblOascs ei panblile. OUiaToB OTMYCTUI JEBYIKY U CHEJNAll mapy 1maroB Ha3aj. He paspsiBas ¢



HEW 3pUTEIIBHOTO KOHTAKTa, OH MPOAOJIKAI TOBOPUTH, — ThI TaKas CJIaJIKasi, Takas HEXKHAs... Tbl
MOX0’kKa Ha IPUHIIECCY, KOTOPYIO 51 C OOJIBIIMM YIOBOJIbCTBHEM CEMYAC OTHIMEIO.

Bynb 310 KTO-TO nMpyro#t, Kpructuna Obl 3a1enuiia Haxady 3BOHKYIO MOIICYMHY, TTOCTaBUIIa Ha
MECTO M 3aCTaBHJIa U3BMHUTKLCA 3a cBOM ciioBa. C Butanukom Bce Obuio mo-apyromy. OT Kaxka0ro
rpyooro cioBa, OT Kaxaou mnouwiocTd, KpsuioBa nuimb cuiibHee Bo30yxnaanach. [loka mapeHb
J0CTaBaJl MPe3epBaTuB, IOKa HATATUBAJ €ro, OH B MOAPOOHOCTSAX paccKasblBajl €l 0 TOM, Kak Oyner
ee Tpaxarb. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO JIE€ByIIKa CTOsIA MOJ IyIIEM, OHA 3HAJIA, YTO MOKpasi HE TOJBKO
u3-3a BOAbl. BUT HacTonbko BO30yauia €€, YTO OHa MOYYBCTBOBajia, KaKk €€ COOCTBEHHBIA COK
MIEKOYET BHYTPEHHIOIO TTOBEPXHOCTH Oe/Ipa, MEIJICHHO CITOJI3ast BHU3.

dunaroB B ABa 1Iara MpeofoJIesl PACCTOSHUE MEKIY HUMHU, B3sJI €€ HOTY, IOJHSUI BBEPX U
pe3K0 OTOABUHYI B cTopony. KpucTtuHna xxnana ero, Ho But mennuin. On 3adukcupoBai MasbIIlKy B
TakoW Mo3€, HACIaXJasch TeM, Kak OHa ObUIa OTKpbITa mepen HuUM. Biamising KpbuioBoit Obul
3aTyMaHEH, I1a3a TOpesu KellaHueM, a ryobl cjiado moaepruBaiuch. OHa cama MOTSHYIACh PYKO
K €ro wieHy, 4ToObl HapaBUTh €ro B ce0s, HO BuTtanuk JioBko yBepHy/csa. Bmecto cebsi OoH BBel B
JEBYIIKY Cpa3y JBa Majblld, B OTBET OHA M3JAJIa HEYTO ITOXOKEE HA TOpPTaHHBIM CTOH. Duiaros
YXMBUIBHYJICSI U OTITYCTUB OYEPEIHYI0 MOIUIOCTh €M Ha YIIKO BBeNd Yyxke Tpu nanbia. Kpuctunaa
BCKpUKHYyNa. Bo30yxjeHne MOCTUIIO Mpejenia, W Jaxke Jerkas O0oyib OT JIEUCTBUN MYXKYUHBI
JOCTaBJIsIA YIOBOJIBCTBUE.

— I'opsiyas, BiIaxkHasi, CKOJIb3Kasi, Tyras, — IPOXPUIIEIT OH, IIPOJOJIKASI UMETH €€ MAIbLAMU.

Jlerkue CTOHBI MOCTENEHHO IEpepacTald YyThb JU HE B KpUK. Temuble CTpyd BOABI
MPAKTUYECKH HE OILIyIIAINCh 000MMHU. Bce 4yBCcTBa CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAIKCH TOJIBKO IPYT HA JIPYTeE.

— Ckaxu, Kak JIaBHO Thl cniasia ¢ HUM? Yac? JIBa Hazan? — peumia Aonpocuth Dunaror
IOHYIO JTI000BHHUITY. EMY ObUTIO BaKHO YCIIBIINIATH U3 €€ CIAJAKUX YCT MOATBEPKICHUE TOMY, YTO OHA
OOBIKHOBEHHAs 1UTI0Xa. MyKunMHa He TpU3HABaJCA ce0e, HO €ro Myrajio TO, KaK CHIJIBHO €ro TSHYIO
K Manbike. [lycte ona moareepaut! Ilycts npusnaercs! IlycTe cTaHeT ouepegHOr OOHOPA30BOM
MYCTHIIIKOM !

KpsuioBa He moHsuia Bompoca. OHa moaymania, 4TO OH OTHOCHJICA K €€ IMOCIEIHUM
oTHomeHUsIM. JleBylka pemmia He oTBedarb. OHa Mojaiack BOEPEN, caMa HACaXUBAasCh Ha
naiaplnel PuiaTona.

— HpaBurcs? — crpocus oH, riry0xe BXOs B HEE, OTBETOM ObLI CJIa0blii KUBOK, — OOJIUKU!

OH BBIHYJI CBOM Talibllbl U3 JIOHA JIFOOOBHUIIBI U MPUCIOHUI K ee Trydbam. Kak mocmymmast
KykJsia, KprcTrHa B3si1a UX B pOT, TO HEKHO MOCACHIBAsA, TO MPOBOJIA MO KAXJI0M (PanaHTre S3bIYKOM.
Buranuk npumen B BOCTOPT OT €€ AelcTBUM. OQHUM TOJMKOM OH BOLIEN B MAJBIIIKY, 3AMIOJHSSA €€
MOJTHOCTBIO co00M. OH X0Ten ObUIO CKa3aTh €i OYepeIHYIO MOIUIOCTh, HO CTOJIKHYIICS B3IVISIIOM C
€€ IMPOKO pacnaxHyTbiMU IvazaMu. But 3amep B Heul. byaro konbHyno B cepaune. Ha mur ona
CHOBa IIOKa3ajlach €My 3HakoMou. YTo-To HeyloBUMO O5M3K0oe, NpusATHOe, poaHoe. OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJ JKEJIaHUE HE MTPOCTO OTTPaxXaTh JEBUYOHKY, BUT X0Ten 3aHATHCS ¢ HEH JTH000BBIO.

Heckonbko n1aBHBIX ABUKEHUW, TOPTAaHHBIA PHIK U CTPax mnepen cBoe ciiadbocTtrio. Kpucrtuna
CTOHaJa OT HACIaXIEHHUs, OJIHOCTHIO OTAABASICh CBOEH MEPBOW M €IUHCTBEHHOM J1I00BU. OHa He
3aMeyana, Kak €€ JJIMHHBbIE HOITH Lapanajd ero CnuHy, a @uiaroBy HpaBujach 3Ta OOJb.
MyxurHa CHOBa MMOCMOTpeNl Ha J00OBHUIYY. B ee B3misige ObUIO CTOJMBKO JIFOOBH, YTO
OKOHYATEJIbHO COMJIO €T0 C TOJNKY.

— ThlI TaK CMOTPHIIL HA KAXOTO, KTO T€0S UMEET? — 3JI0 MPOIEUT OH, HO CHOBA HE JaJl i
OTBETUTH, TPYOO 1EITysI IMyXJIbIe TYOBI.

®unaros 3nuica. OHa Oecuiia ero 3a ’MOILUM, KOTOpPbIE CyMella BbI3BaTh, OH ObUI B IPOCTH Ha



ce0s1, 3a TO, YTO MOYYBCTBOBAN K KaKOH-TO CMa3IMBOM 1ITI0OXe. ET0o IBM)KEHUS CTallN )KECTKUMHU, HO
»TOoro ObUT0 Mano. OH Pe3Ko pa3BEepHYI JAEBYIIKY K ceOe CIIMHOW U HarHyll Tak, YTOObI CMOT B3SITh
ee eme rpyoee. But xoren npuuuHUTh €l 00yb. Takyro, 4TOOBI OHA JIOJITO HE MOTJIa HOPMAJIbHO
xonuth. OH XJan CONPOTUBIEHUS C €€ CTOPOHBI, MPOCKO MPEKPaTUTh BCE 3TO, HO MaJbIlKa
Mom4ana. bosee Toro, el HpaBuiIach 3Ta rpyoocTbh, U But cnancs.

On cHoBa pa3BepHyn KpuctuHy m mocaami ee Ha ceOs, mpuaepkuBas 3a Taimio. J[eBymika
Obl1a M3sIHOM, Kak ¢apdopoBasi cTarydTKa U Jerkas, Kak nepbiiko. CHIBHOMY MYXYHHE HE
COCTaBHJIO TpyAa Aep)kKaTh e¢e Ha cede. KprucTuHa BeITHYIACh B CIIMHE OT YIOBOJILCTBHS, KOTOPOE
HUKOT/Ia paHee HM ¢ KEM He HCHObIThiBajia. BuT Bumen, uyro oHa Ha mpenene. Eime HeckonbKo
JIBHOKCHUM, M MaJIBIITIKA 3aTpeneTrala B ero pykax. OH ynbIOHYIICS, YyBCTBYS, Kak OHA pe(IeKTOpHO
C)KUMAETCSI BOKPYT HETO, UTO TOBOPHIIO O €€ opra3mMe. [lapa TOTYKOB ¥ OH TOXKE KOHYHIL.

OHHU cTosUIM MOJ AyIIEM, KpenKo OOHABIIMCH. BUT npukuman k cedbe HexHyo Kpuctuny, a
OHa clylllajia, Kak CUJiIbHO Obercs ero cepaue. M uro teneps? Kro onu apyr mis npyra? Kpeuiosa
IIO/IHsUIA CBOM OTPOMHBIE IVla3a HA NApHsl, CTapasch IPOYECTh OTBET B €ro B3npiae. Ha xakoe-To
MrHoBenue But pactepsuica. OH MOYYBCTBOBAI, YTO HE XOUET OTIIYCKaTh OT ceOs 3Ty MAaJbIIIKY,
MMEHHO II03TOMY PELINJI OTTOJIKHYTH €€, II0KA HE CTAJIO CIUIIKOM ITO3HO.

— OHYCTI/ICB Ha KOJICHH, MUJIasd, — ITOXOTJIMBO ITPONU3HCC OH.

Kpuctuna He oxugana momoOHoro. B ee B3misiie OTpa3suiaoch HEMOHMMAHHWE, HO TsKemnas
pyKa MYXYHUHBI, YTO JIEIJIa HAa €€ IUIeYO, 3acTaBuja JAEBYLIKY NOTYMHUTHCS. Y Hee yxke Obll
nono0HkI onbiT. C OyieroM OHU MPOOOBATIM 3aHUMAThCA ATUM, HO ceiiyac BCe ObUIO MO-APYromy.
Hcnonb30BaHHBIN MTpe3epBaTUB MOJIETEN B CTOPOHY, a €€ T'yO KOCHYJIACh T'OJIOBKA MOJIYOITYIIIEHHOTO
YJICHA.

— Jla, manbliika, BOT Tak, — mpoxpunen Buranuit, npuaepxuBas JEBYIIKY 3a F0OJIOBY, — €MY
TBI DTO Jejiana’?

KpuctrHa He mOHMMAaJIa UTPbl, KOTOPYIO BEJ MOJIOION 4YeNIOBEK, HO, Kak Oe3BOJIbHAS KYKJIA,
eMy nomuuHsuiack. Eil HpaBuiack ero Binacth Haj Hell. Brnepseie KpbuioBa Oblia ¢ MYKUMHOI,
KOTOPBIA CyMEJN €€ MOAYNHHUTD.

— Monozen, neBouka, — cyxo npouzHec PunaroB U oTcTpaHWics OoT KpHUCTHUHBI, KOTOpas
BCE TAK)K€ CTOsUIa Ha KOJICHSX B MYCTOM BaHHE, — 5 32 CUTapeTaMu, YTOObI, KOTa BEpHYIICS, TEOs
3nech He Obu1o. [IpusTHO, yTo Tema MHe TeOst OCTaBUJI, HO HU 5, HU OH HE JJI0OOUM TpaxaTh OHUX U
TEX K€ TI0 BTOPOMY KPYTY.

DunaroB HNOIHSII C IMOJIa CBOK OJCKIY WU BBIIICT W3 BaHHOW, OCTABISAA YHUKEHHYIO CECTPY
Jy4IIIeTo Apyra ¢ BHOBb pa30oMThIM cepaneMm. KpuctuHa He cmormia cpasy nmpuiitu B ceds. OHa
pplIaia, CTOSI MO AylieM. TOJBKO ceMyac AEBYIIKa MOHsUIA, YTO MMEHHO Ipou3ouuio. /la, oHa
Jorajianach, uTo But He y3Hai ee, HO U HE TTOI03peBaia, 4YTO OH MPUHSII €€ 3a MOAAPOK OT ApTema.
KpbuioBa pe3ko BpyOuia JeAsHyI0 BOAY, KOTOpas MUTOM €€ oTpe3Buia. Jpoka BCeM TeJoM, OHa
BBIIIUIA U3 JIyla, HaJela YUCTYI OAEXay, YTO MPUHECHa ¢ COOOW, W yXKe XoTela YUTH U3 ITOU



YEepTOBOM KBAapPTUPBHI, KAK YCIIbIIAIa MOBOPOT KJIKOYA B 3aMKE.

— Kotenoxk, ThI 371€Ch? — paznajics rojoc JrooumMoro opara.
— Temouxka! — Kpuctuna Gpocunack eMy Ha IIero.

Butanuii ¢ cunoil TONKHYI ABEpbh Mara3uHa. EMy He HYKHbI ObUTM CUTapEThI, 3TO BCETO JIUIIb
npeior, 4To0sl yilTu oT Hee. BeapMma! Ckonbko pa3 oH nmoctynai nogooHsM oOpazoM? CKOJIBKUX
JIEBYIIIEK OCTAaBJISUT HA OCKOJKaxX ux cepjen? UTo ke B 3ToT pa3 Obu1o mo-Apyromy. Ilouemy ceituac
OH YyBCTBOBaJI Ce0s MOCIEAHEH CBOJOYBIO, U €My He ObUI0 Bce paBHO? [loueMy OH 10 cmX mop
BUJIUT TIepea coOol ee OrpoMHbIe, cBoasmmMe ¢ yma miasa? Kakoro depra oHa Tak cmoTpesa?
['maBHOe, yTOOBI €e He ObLIO0, KOT/Ia OH BepHeTcs! I'maBHOe, HUKOT/Aa O0JIbIIe €€ HE BUJICTH!

Kpuctuna kpenko obHumana Temy, a TOT ObUT JOBOJEH TeM, KaK CHJIBHO CKydaja €ro
mianamas cectpedka. IlycTe oHa BeIpocia, B miazax Aprema, Kpuctuna Obuta Bce TOM xke
MaJICHbKOM AeBouYkoM. KOTeHOK, €ro KOTEHOK.

— A y MeHs ay1g Te0s CIoprpu3, — PaJ0CTHO OOBSIBUII OH.

— Kakoii? — nmouHTepecoBagach JAeBYIIKa, CTapasiCh BHIVISIETh 0€33a00THOA.

— Ckopo npuzet Buranbkal

— IIpocTtu, HO MHE yxe Hajo Oexarb, — OTBETUJIA JIEBYIIKA, B TO BPEMSsl, KaK €€ HOTU CTaju
BaTHbIMU. OHa ObUIa HE B COCTOSIHUM CHOBA YBUJETH €ro, TeM 0oJjiee ObITh MPECTaBICHHOM, KaK
cectpa Temsl.

— U ne meurail. Hukyna He yitaeuns, — ycMmexHyincs: KpbuioB, Kpenko npusxai K cede cecTpy
U CTaJI €€ IEKOTaTh, OTYETO Ta TPOMKO 3aCMEAIIACH.

B »TtoT MOoMeHT BepHyincs ®unaroB. OH ObUI MpauHee Ty4dH, a KOTJa YBHUJEN MAJIBIIIKY B
OOBATHAX Jpyra, 4yTh HeE copBajcia. EMy ObUIO HENpUSTHO BHUJAETH, Kak Tema IO-CBOMCKHU
npuxuMaeT K cebe neByniky. Ho To, kak oHa JIbHET K mapHio, i Burtanuka Obulo Jydimm
JI0KAa3aTeJIbCTBOM €€ UCTUHON HATYpPBHI.
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— DU, npusiTesb, CMOTPH, BOT U CIOPIIPU3, PO KOTOPHIA TeOe rOBOpUII, — C YIBIOKON CKa3al
Aprem, CTaHOBSCh ITo3aau KprucTuHbl, — MOW KOTEHOK!

— Yto?! — ¢ TpynoM BbIaBUI U3 ce0s BUT, 0Tka3bIBasiCh BEPUTH B TPOUCXOISIIICE.

— Jla! KoTeHOK yxe cTall KOmeyKon, — ycMexHyJcsi KpbutoB.

— Komeukon, — omapameno nmoBropuil OuiaroB, YyBCTBYS B IOATBEPKICHUE 3TUX CIIOB,
KaK CaJIHAT LlapaluHbl Ha CIIMHE, KOTOPbIE OCTAaBUJIa MaJbIIIKA.

— Korenoxk, s y3Has, 4TO aBapus Ha Baiel yiauie cepbe3Has. Heckonbko aHeil 6e3 Boibl
OyzaeTe, Tak 4TO ceiuac 3aCKOYMM B OOITAry 3a TBOMMH BEIAMHU.

— 3aueMm? — ynuBuiach KprucTtuna, rmpu 3TOM HE CBOJS B3TJIAAa ¢ BuTanus.

— Y MEHS NOXHUBEIIb HEAECIbKY, — JOBOJIbHO 3asiBWJI APTEM U MOCMOTpEN Ha Apyra, — E
MO€ OTCYTCTBHE 32 TOOOM BuTanbka npucMOTpUT.

Tema nE€roHbKO NUUIEMHY CECTPY W HampaBuicid K ABepu. OH yXKe€ HaTATUBAI KEJbl, a
Kpuctuna u Butanuii nponomkany Mojida NpoKUrarh Apyr Apyra B3niaoM. Ctapumii KpeuioB He
noji03peBal, kakas Oypsi TBOpUJIach B AYyILE y €0 Apyra U Kako yXac HCHBIThIBaja €ro CeCTPEHKa
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B 5TOT MOMCHT.

— Kotenok, Te0st 1oaT0 %K AaTh? — KpUKHYI TeMma.
— Wny, — THXO0 OTBETHUIIA €TI0 CECTpA.

KpuctrHa xotena MpodTH B NMPUXO0XKYIO, HE NIANA Ha Burtanus, HO NMOpPaBHABLIKCH C HUM,
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK €€ KPENKO CXBAaTWUIM 3a 3amacTtbe. OnATh MO TelNy JEBYHIKH MOOeXKain
MypaukH. J[axe celdac, mocie Toro, Kak OH MOCTYITHII, OHA TPENETANIA PAIOM C HUM.

— He oOHHMeENs cTaporo 3HAKOMOT0? — TPOMKO crpocuil DHIIaTOB M PE3KO IMPHUTSHYI K
ce0e JeBYIIKY.
— 1 Hudero He ckaxky TeMe, — XOJIOAHO OTYEKaHHUJIA Ta.

— Moxelb TOBOPUTh, €CIU Xodellb. S 3aciayXuil 3TO, KOTEHOK, — TOPEYbI0 IPOU3HEC
Buranuii, — s coxainero. OueHb coxaiero.

Kpuctuna BeimyTamach U3 OOBATHI MYXYMHBI M Tonpvia K Opary. Kak Tombko 3a HUMH
3aKphUIach IBeph PUIaTOB C PEeBOM OMYyCTWJICA Ha nuBaH. OH 3aKpbUl pyKaMH JIUIIO U KPEIKO
CTHUCHYII 3yOBl.

— Kotenok. Uept. HeT. A coxanero, — mpoueaun oH, — 4depT Bo3bMu! He xanero. Mark
TBOIO, 5 HE Kayero!

OH, kak Oe3ymell, pBaHylI K Oapy u Hanui cebe Tekuibl. [locne TpeTheln cronku Duiaron
OITYCTHJICSI Ha BBICOKUM CTYJ M TOPHKO YCMEXHYIICS:

— Sl mpomai, koTeHok. S cHOBa X049y TeOs.

I'maBa 2

Kak ObICTpO JIIOU OTBBIKAIOT OT MPOCTOTO U HENPUTA3ATEIbHOTr0. CTOUT CECTh B JOPOTYIO
MalllMHY, IUIABHO PACCEKAaIoIIyl0 Aa)Ke IO HAIUM pa3Aoj0aHHBIM J0poraM, YyKe He KYIHIIb
TapaxTsIILylo Jaay KaauHa. FiMes MpoCTOpHYIO KBapTHUPY, OOCTABICHHYIO U3alHEPCKOW MeOesblo,
HE CMOXEIIb )KUTh B OJHOKOMHATHOW XPYIIEBKE C COBMEUICHHBIM CAaHY3JIOM U JKEJITOW KMKEH U3-
110/, KpaHa BMECTO BO/IBL.

[IpuBbikimii Kk kKoMmMdopTy ApTeMm, 3aiis B OOIIEKUTHE CBOCH JIFOOMMOW CECTPEHKH,
MIOMOPITAJICS OT 3aTXJIOro 3amnaxa. J[JIMHHBIA KOPUAOp C OOIIApPIIaHHBIM JIMHOJIEYMOM MOKAa3aJICs
€My HECKOHYaeMbIM, a KOMHaTa KpucTHUHBI, /1€ OHAa KaKUM-TO YyJIeCHbIM 00pa3oM pa3Melnanach ¢
IBYMsI COCEIKAMHU — HEINPUTOAHOU K )KU3HU KOMOPKOM.

— D710 uTO 32 Xohyna? KoTeHok, He TeOe )KUTh B TAKOM KJIOIIOBHUKE, — HEJOBOJIbHO CKa3all
MMApPEHb U MOCMOTPEN Ha CECTPY, YTO MPAKTUYECKH C CaMOTr0 OThE3/a OT JI0Ma HE MPOU3HECIA HU
cioBa. Torma Tema cnimcan 3TO Ha YCTaJIOCTh, 4 TENEPh €€ MOHUKIINN BUJI pACLIEHUII, KaK CThIJ 3a
TaKo€. .. )XUIULIE.

— TeMqua, 336131.]1, Kak caMm xujl ¢ Butom B 061uare? — 3aKaTuja I1JIa3a KpI/ICTI/IHa u



0CTaJIa U3-1I0J KpoBaru cBoM yemonad. HepoBonscTBO ApTrema ee pasapaxano. Kak Hu kpyru, a 'y
Hee ObUTO YHCTO, MPUOPAHO U MYCTh HE MMKAPHO, HO BIIOJHE YIOTHO. K ToMYy ke 3ab0Ta mobsiiero
cTapiiero Opara Oblia KakoW-TO 3amo3aanoi. ['og oHa mpoxuia B 3TOM KIJIOMOBHUKE, KaK OH
BbIpazmics, U He ymepia. [Toka Kpuc o cebe He HanmoOMHUIIa, OH MPEKPACHO KUJI, pa3BIEKaJICSI U HE
IyMaJl O TOM, Ha YEM CITUT €r0 CECTPEHKA.

[TapeHb cIOBHO MpOYET MBICTU CBOETO KOTe€HKa. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI OCTPHIM YKOJ COBECTH 32
T€ JIMIIICHMS, YTO OHA ObUla BBIHYXKJEHa TepreTh. I'om Hazam, korma Aptem goctaBuil Kpuc B
OOIIe)KUTHE, JTOTOBOPUIICS C BaxTepIIe M JOTAIMI €€ YeMOJaH JO0 KOMHATBhI, 3TO MECTO HeE
Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM JKYTKUM. MOKeT, TOTOMY 4TO TOJI0Ba T'y/esia mocje OypHOM BeUYSPUHKN HaKaHYHE,
MOJXKET, M3-3a HOBOTO Jiejla Ha pabore. M kKak OH MOTI' CTOJBKO MECSIEB HE JymMaTb O CBOEM
KOTEHKE?

— IlpocTu MeHs, noxanyhcra. Sl HUKYIBILHBIA Opar! — OH CKa3ajl 3TO OT YUCTOIO cep/ua u
3Ha, ytro Kpuc noimer, uro He coBpail. M oHa monsma. OmHOrO BHHOBAroro Buaa ApTrema
XBAaTWUJIO, 4YTOOBI JIEBYIIIKA MHUIOM 3a0buUla MUHYTHYIO OOWMJYy U KpEmKo OOHsuia CTapliero
KpsmoBa. — HacoBcem mepeenents n 3To He oOcyxkaaercs. Ilorom Haiioy Tebe kBapTupy. Ime-
HUOYIb MOOIU30CTH OT MEHSI, YTOOBI ObLIIA ITOJT TPUCMOTPOM.

— Tem! — He0BOIBHO BBIKpUKHYNIA KprcTHHA, €Clii OMYCTUTD TO, YTO OHA YK€ HE peOeHOK
U HE HYXKJalach B Haa30pe Opara, 3TOT Mepee3] Tpo3ui el npyrum, Oojiee CTpalHbIM —
BcTpeuamu ¢ Butanuem. OHa u 6e€3 TOro He 3Haja, Kak €l MpojepkKaTbCs HEACII0 C HUM IOJ
OJIHOM KpBILLIEH, A TYT. ..

— Korenok, He oOcyxmaercsa. Hanymaenms crnoputh, OpraHusyro, 4yTo TeOs M3 0OIIAru
BBIIIPYT, — JOBOJIbHO CIIOKOWHO 3asiBUJI MapeHb, 0€3 3a3peHusl COBECTH AyMas, YTO MOJCTaBa
POJIHOM CeCTphl B OJIArUX MEAX — 3TO HE MPOCTYIOK.

— Her. Aprewm, s He pebenok! Mens Bce ycTtpauBaer. OQHO J€TI0 MOXKHUTh, MOKA HET BOHI,
Apyroe — 4ToObl Thl MEHS ycTpanBa!

— Bo B3pocnyro nourpare penmia? KoTeHOK, ThI )K€ HAa JEHbIW POOUTENEHN kuBelb. OHU
TeOsI KOPMST, TIOAT, OJIEBAOT. ITO Hecephe3Ho. [loBeps, KUTH ¢ OparoM Kyaa Oosiee B3pOCIIO, YeM
OT/ICJIbHO, HO 32 MallOYKUH CYET.

Kpuctuna BuHOBara mojpkana ry0y. bpar Obut coBepiieHHO mpaB. OHa yxe Aymalia O TOM,
9TOOBI YCTPOUTHCS Ha pabOTy W HE TPATUTh POMUTENIBCKUX JCHET OOJbIlle, YeM Ha CaMmoe
HEO00X0MMOE, HO BO BpeMsl y4eObl U CECCHUM OBLIIO HE 0 TOTO.

— 1 ycrporock Ha paboTy, — OOMKEHHO CKaszaja JIeBYIIKA, YeM BbI3BaJla TeMUHY YIIBIOKY.
Ceityac ero KOTEHOK CHOBAa IPEBPATHJICS Ty MaNBIIIKY, YTO JKJajia €ro B TIOMEHHU U TylTach, KOT/Ia
OH Kak-TO 3aJieBajl ee JeBUYbI0 ropaocth. Kak ke KpbUIoB JIOOHII CBOIO CECTPEHKY U TMOYEMY,
OypaK, MOTEPSUT LEJIBIN TOJ PSIOM C HEel B OJHOM Topo/ie?

— Ycrpouuibed. [l Hayana mocieauib 3a MOE€M KBapTUPOU. OTKaXyCh OT KIIMHUHTOBBIX
yCIyT M 3aKa30B €Jbl HAa JOM. bynemns roToBuTh, youparhscs, a s Tebe 3a 9To 1aM Ha KapMaHHbBIE
pacxopl, a 4YTOOBI BCE OBLJIO YE€CTHO, MJIATUTH Oyy MO paclieHKaM HaeMHBIX paOOTHUKOB.

[Ipemioxkenne Ka3ajloCh BBITOAHBIM M OYEHb 3aMaHYMBBIM, HO BCE YIUPAJIOCh B OJHO
oombiioe, Ho — Buranus ®unarosa. Kpuctuna 10 cux mop 4yBCcTBOBaja Ha ceOe ero 3amax, TeJo



XpaHUJIO CJEAbl €r0 MPUKOCHOBEHHH, TYObI TOpENH €ro MOIEeTysIMH, a AyIly BbIBOPAYUBAJIO
HaW3HAHKY OT yHIKeHus u 6omu. Ho maxe »to He camoe crpammoe! Kpuc monumana, kakoe
yynopuile dunaros, HO 3HaNa, YTO CO CBOMM JIYPHBIM CEPALEM HUYETO HE CMOXKET IMOAENATh U
CHOBa 0€3 MaMsTH BIIOOUTCA. A MOXKET, YK€ BItoOUIIach, BEAb OT OIHOM MBICIHA O OpIOHETEe TPYIb
10 O0JU CHABIMBAIO OCO3HAHHWE HEBO3MOXHOCTH MX OTHOIICHHH. BOT TOJMbKO ApTEeM HUKaK He
MOT 3HaTh CECTPUHCKUX MEPEKUBAHUM.

— Bce, xotenok. Cobupail BellM, — OH 4yTh MOATOJIKHYII CECTPY K PACKPBITOMY YEMOJAHY,
MIPUHUAMAs €€ MOJIYAHUE 3a COTJIACHUE.

[loka Aprem u KpuctuHa coOupanuch, JOTOBapUBAINCH C BaxTeplied W obOenanu F
HeOosbiioM Kade, Butanuk Hamuics Tak, 4TO C TPYOAOM MOT CTOSTh Ha Horax. Koe-kak
MOAHSBIIMCH C KPECIIa, OH CITYCTUJICA Ha YIUIY U BEI3BOHUJI OIHY U3 CBOMX MPHUSTEIBbHUIL, TOTOBBIX
BCErJia MIPUNTH HA TOMOII, JaXKe €CJIM OH ObUT B COCTOSTHUM HECTOSIHUSI, U yeXall C Hell.

KpuctrHa BONpeKky OMaceHUsIM CHOBA CTOJIKHYTHCS CO CBOMM 3aKJISITHIM JTFOOOBHUKOM, 3TOU
BCTpeun wu3bexana W Jaxxe oOpagoBanach, Korma OH He Mpuiiesl HodeBaTh. OHa CIOKOWHO
pa3MmecTtuiiach B TeMuHoi cnansHe, a KpputoB-cTapimii nepedpasicsi B TOCTUHYIO.

— Ilo-xopomemy Hano Buta B rocTuHyto, T€0s B €ro crajabHIO, @ MHE ocTaBarbcs y cedst. Ho
ATOT MapTOBCKUM KOTsApa HEU3BECTHO KOIJa MOSBUTCS, — MOXKayloBajicsa TeMa, neperackuBasi CBOM
BELIM B TOCTUHYIO.

— A Ha paboTty eMmy He HaJg0? — yauBuWiachk Kpuc, 3Has, yto Butanuk ycnenmsliii OupxeBoil
OpOKep U HE MOKET IIPOCTO TaK MPOTyIUBaTh CIyKOYy.

— OH MOXeT yTpoM 3aexarb K cele, MPUHITH IyII U nepeofeThesi. Ero Benm B Kopuaope, a

BaHHAs YK€ TOTOBa, — OIYCTHUB CBOIO MOCTEJIb Ha OEJIbIi KOXKaHBIA JUBAaH, B3JOXHYI MapeHb U
MIOCMOTpEJ Ha CECTPY, — KOTEHOK, CBApTaHb HaM OyTepHl.
— bByTepbl... cBapranb... U 3TO TOBOPUT COJUIHBIM anBokar, — mpoOyoHmna Kpucrtuna u

HaIlpaBUJIaChb HAa KYXHIO.

OtoT Beuep Aprem u Kpuctuna nposenu BaBoem. Tema 3aka3zan Cylm, ckadaa HOBbIN (PUIIbM
Y’KAacoOB, U OHU YCTPOWJIMChH HAMPOTUB O0NbINON mia3mbl. CoBceM Kak B aeTcTBe, Kpuc Bu3xkana un
npsTana JuIo y Opara Ha TPyId BO BpeMs CTpaIHBIX MOMEHTOB. Psmom c¢ Gompimmm Temoid
ManeHbkoil Kpuctune Hedero 00ATHCS BCAKMX TaM 30MOHM: OH HE JAacT CBOEro KOTEHKa UM Ha
cheneHne. JKaib TOJNBKO 3alMTUTh OT YYIOBHUIA, YTO STOT BeUEp MPOBOIUIO B OOBITHIX
OUYEpETHON JIETKOJOCTYITHOW JIEBYIIKH, OH HE CMOT.

Y1pom KpuctuHa mnodyBcTBoBana ceOs Ha yAMBIEHUE CIOKONMHOM. IlepBbiM naenoM oHa
OTIIPABUJIACH B CAJIOH U KaK CJIEAYET IOAOUJIA CBOK COLIMAIbHYIO KapTy C OCTaTKaMHU CTUIICH]INH,
KOTOPYIO €1 BCe-TakH BBIIIATHJIA HECMOTPSI Ha 3aBaJICHHYIO (PU3KYIbTypy. OHa XOTE€la BEPUTH,
YTO 3TH MNPEeoOpaKeHUsI HYXKHBI JHUIIb JUIsI TOTO, YTOObl mo0anoBaTh ceOs, U HE JOoIycKajla U
MBICJIY, YTO BCE TO TOJIBKO paau Burtanuka.

Kak u mobast nesynka, KpuctruHa Haznesnace, 4TO OH IMOXAJlE€eT O CBOEM IOCTYNKE, CTOUT
TOJIBKO YBUJIETh €€ C HOBOM CTpHXKKOM u MaHnukiopoMm. Ho Butanuii u 6e3 Toro xanen. Bcio Houb



HampoJieT, OH, KaK OCTEPBEHENbIN, MBITAJCA 3a0bIThC B 00BAThAX JIu3pl. Tol camoi, ¢ KOTOpoi
netan B UepHoroputo, Korjga ApTeM ImoMorai KOTEHKY ¢ mepee3ioM B oo0mary. BoT Toibko y Hero
HUYETO He BBIUIO0. CTOMIIO €My 3aKpBITh I7la3a, Kak OH BUJIET MPeAaHHbIN, TTOJHBIA JTH0OBH B3IVIS
HaWBHOW JIypOUYKH, YTO OH TpyOO OThIMEN B Ayiie. B Hem Oopoiuch MPOTHUBOPEYMBLIE YYBCTBA:
CTBIJI 32 TO, UTO OOHUJIEN IOPOTOTO YeJI0BEKa, 3JI0OCTh Ha Ce0s1, YTO TaK MOCTYIUII C CECTPOU Apyra u
’EeJIAaHWE TTOBTOPUTH BCE CHOBA.

Jlaxxe ¢ ombITHOM JIM30#1 OH HE MCHOBITANI TOrO, YTO ¢ MaJbIlKoi. He Obl10 1 coTO# H0IHM TeX
sMmonuii. Ho mouemy? Oun monsin! EMy HyxHa Obiia apyras. Takasi, kKak KOTEHOK. Takas ke
WCKpEHHSsI, ToBepunBasi, HeonbiTHAsA! Koneuno e, Butanuk mpocto momnpodoBana 4To-To0 HOBOE, U
ATO TaK Ha HETO MOBJIUSLIO.

Kenckum BHuUMaHueM DunaroB obnesieH He ObLI, OH BCErJa OTMEYasl, KaKue >KaJHbIe
B3DJISIBI HA HEro OpOCaroT MPEe/ICTABUTEIIBHULIBI MTPOTHUBOIOJIOAKHOIO M0JIa, a HAWTU Cpelld HUX
HEOMBITHYIO JI€BOYKY, YTO C JIETKOCTBIO MTOBEAETCS HA HErO, TPya TOYHO HE cocTaBwiio. Ot JIn3sl
OH 3aexaj K cede TOMOil, MPUHSIT Oy, epeoiesics U NoMYalics Ha padoTy, TA€ NPsSMO Ha IOpore
CTOJIKHYJICSI CO CTaXKEPKOU AJIJIOUKOM.

AJIOYKE TOJIBKO MCHOJHUJIOCH ABaAIaTh oAUH. Ha meTHue KaHWKYIbl OT YHUBEPCUTETA €€
OTHPABWIIM CTaKUpOBaThecsi B Dopekc kiad. I cTyIeHTKH Takol ONBIT ObUT HEOIIEHUM. AJIJIOUKa
MPUJICKHO BBIMOJIHSIIA BCE MOPYUYCHUs, MPUXOAUIa Ha pabOTy paHO, YXOAWJIa MO3HO U MeuTala
MOJIYYUTh HACTOSAIIYI0 JOJDKHOCTh. Kak W MHOTHE JApYrHe CTaXKepKu, AJUIOUKa YKPaJKoOu
3anisAblBallach Ha YCHEHIHBIX OpPOKEPOB, YBEPEHHO IATAIONMX IO CKOJB3KUM KadeIbHbIM
KOPHUJ0paM, HO OCOOEHHO €il HpaBuJICs MpoKoruieunit oOpronetr @unaroB Butanuii. OHa meyTana,
9TOOBI M OH OOpaTui HAa HEe BHUMaHHE, XOTsA Obl YIBIOHYICS. M 3THUM yTpoMm ee Kaaio cyacThbe,
MEHEE YeM Yepe3 CyTKH 0OepHYBILIEECS TAKUM TOPEUYBIO0 pa304yapOBaHUS.

— Muble Tyhau, — HeOpexxkHO KMHYI BUT, Korjga oHM ¢ AJUIOUKOM 3aluid B AUQT, MycTOU
10 CYACTJIMBOM CIIy4alHOCTH.
— Cnacu0o0, — CMYILEHHO OTBETHJIA JIEBYILKA U MOTYIHIIA B3TJIAIL.

Hert, ¢ Amnoukoii Butanuky coBceM HE MOHPABUIIOCH. 3a Y>)KUHOM (J1a, OH JakKe MPUTIIACUI €€
Ha Y)KMH) JIeBYIIKa MOYTHU HE €Jia, TOJbKO ThIKaJa BUJIKOM caiar, n3o0paxas camy CKpPOMHOCTb.
3aro 3Ty caMyl0 CKpOMHOCTh OHa MUTOM 3a0bliIa, KOT/a COMIaliagach Moexarb ¢ HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIM
B oTeub. JKuta Aniouka ¢ poauTeNsIMU, MOATOMY K He HUKaK Hellb3s ObLIO. ..

— HecrpamHo, Manbli, Mbl TPOAOHKUM Beuep B otene. He xouy ¢ ToOOW paccraBarbesi Tak
CKOpO, — LIENYS YXOKEHHYIO AJUIOYKUHY PYy4KY, BOpKOBall Burtanuii.

— B orene..., a 3aBTpa THI BBICTABUIIb MEHS 3a IOPOr, Aa? — KOHEYHO K€, OHa BCE
MOHMMaJa, U €l ObUIO YEepPTOBCKM OOWJIHO, YTO BCE 3aKAaHUMBAJIOCH BOT Tak. OHa Tak cTrapajiach
IIPOM3BECTHU BIICUATIICHUE, XBAJIWIACH YCIIEXaMU B yueOe, IEMOHCTPAaTUBHO HE HaJleraja Ha €Ay U
Ja’ke HUTUPOBAJIa KOTO-TO U3 BEJIUKHX, Ybl0 ()pa3y BbIXBATHIIA B YTPEHHEH MporpammMe Mo paauo,
HO aBTOPCTBO HEIIAJHO CITyTaja.

— He Oynem 3amisaapiBarh Tak Aaneko. B nmro0oM cityyae, 3Ta HOUb MOKET ObITh HalleH, eciu
CKakelllb, na!



— /Jla...

BuTanuit xoten ObITh JackoBbIM. Kak HEWacTo CiIydasioch, B 3TOT pa3 OH PEIIMII AyMaTh O €€
VAOBOJBCTBUU. AJUIOUKA NOCTBIIHO TPOMKO CTOHaja, MHMPOKO pa3BOAWJIA HOTHW, 3aIyckana
HAaMaHUKIOPEHHBbIE TAJBIUKKA B KECTKHE 4YEepHbIE BOJOCHI BuTa, KOorma OH C YIOEHUEM
VAOBJIIETBOPSUI €€ OopaibHO. EMy nmake HE NPHUILIOCH MPOCHUTH JIEBYIIKY O MHUHETE, CTOMJIO €
KOHUYUTh, KAK OHA TYT K€ MPHUHsUIACh pabOTaTh CBOUM MUJIBIM poTHUKOM. Ho, 4epT Bo3bMH, 3TO
ObUIO HE TO! AJJIOUKA CMOTpEia TAKUMHU K€ BIIFOOJICHHBIMHU I1a3aMH, TOJbKO Yy DuiiaroBa HUUETO
HE €KaJI0, KaK 3TO CIYYHJIOCh C KOTEHKOM.

TeM He MeHee, HaAydCHHBIM T'OPbKHAM OIIBITOM, BUTaNINi pelmil HE YHUXKaTh JTOBEPUBLIYIOCS
€My IIYNbIIKY. XOTs, HE Takas OHa W MIYINbIIKA, BEAb 3HAJIA HAa 4TO uueT. OH yexall B YEThIPE
yTpa, TNpeaBapUTEIbHO 3aKa3aB B HOMEp 3aBTpak Ha IIECTh yrpa U OyKeT OenbIX po3 ¢
OJlarogapCTBEHHO-U3BUHUTENBHON 3anmuckoii. B oOeneHHbIN nepephiB, korna BuT croikHyncs c
Aunoukolt B (poife oduca, OH mpolies MUMO, Jiejias BUJ, UTO HE y3HAI ee. J|eBylika, He uMeEBIIast
IO OJTOr0 JHS HAPEKaHWW, BAPYr MOJYyYWJA JBa BBIIOBOPAa 3a HEBHUMATEIBHOCTH, HO
0J1aroCJI0BEHHO ObUIa OTIpaBieHa HAYAIBHUKOM JOMOM, MOTOMY YTO OOJIE3HEHHO OJIEHBIM BU
onpasaai AJUIOUKY B I7la3aXx HA4aJIbCTRA.

Buranuii y)xe 1B€ HOUM MPOBOAWII I7Ie-TO BHE AoMa. M ecnu B nepByro HOub Kpuctuna 3ToMy
pazoBajiachb, BO BTOPYIO ITOYYBCTBOBaJla HEBBIHOCUMYIO Oosie3HeHHyl0 obuay. Kak Torma, B
YETBIPHAILIATH JIET, KOIJIA 3aCTyKaJIa €r0 B IIOCTENIM C CECTPOM MOAPYKKU. M IyCTh ceruac oHa HE
BUJIEJ]A €r0 C JPYroM, ObuIO emie Xyxke. Temeph OHA 3Haja, OYEHb XOPOIIO 3Haja YeM M KaK OH
3aHAMAaETCHl.

Ho xak 0bI eit Hu ObLT0 TI0X0, KpricTHHA ocTaBanach CHJIBHOW M Topioil aeBoukoi. OHa He
BIIaJIAJIa B JEMPECCHUIO0, HE phllajia B MOAYINIKY M HE 3aeAaja rope MIOKOJIaTHbIM MOPOKEHBIM.
Bwmecto storo, Kpuc ornpaBuiack Ha moucku paOoThl. ['0TOBUTH Opary v youparh €ro KBapTupy
— XOpOIII0, HO CHUJIETh BCE BPEMS B YEThIpEX CTEHax ObLIO HEBhIHOCUMO. Kpuctune mosesino. Yke
TpeThe coOOEeCeIOBAaHUE OKOHUYMIIOCH PUEMOM Ha padoTy.

— 3aBTpa yrpoMm y TeOa uHCTpykTax. OOyBb ymoOHasa. He omaszapiBath, — cooOumia
Karepuna, anmunuctparop kodeitnu «lllokonamauitay Ha Pruxckoid.

— B Bocems Oyny, — ynasiOHynnacs Kpuctrna u momyanachk 1o0Moi, 4ToObI TOpajoBaTh Opara
HOBOCTBIO.

Tema 3amepxuBancs B o¢uce. [leno okazanoch ciloxkHee, 4yeM OH mpeanonarai. Ho,
HENPUBBIKIIMN JaBaTb OTYETA B JIEUCTBUSX, OH HE MPEAYNPEAUT CECTPUUKY, UTO HE BEPHETCH K
yxkuny. A Kpuctrnna crapanace.

Butanuk OTKpbUI JBEph CBOMM KIIIOUOM, U €My B HOC TYT K€ yIapWJI allEeTUTHBIA 3amax
KApPEHHOro Msca. Msica u 4ero-to eme... Takoro JOMamHero U TOYHO O4€Hb BKYCHOTro. CKHHYB

OOTHUHKHM B MPUXOKEH, OH YyTh JIU HE BOSKAJ B KyXHIO.

KpucTtuna crosna y miauThl, crapareibHO 00kapuBasi KapTodeabHbIe JOJIbKH 0 30J0TUCTON



KOpPOUKH. DTO OBLT perent ee Mambl. KapTomka mo-IepeBEeHCKH, TOJIBKO KPYITHBIC TOJIBKH
00@apuBallMCh BMECTE C MEJKO Hape3aHHbIM OCKOHOM M 3yOYMKOM YEeCHOKa. A BOT CTEUKH W3
WHJICUKH O] CBIPOM YK€ CTBUIM Ha CTOJIE, JOXKHUIAACh X035IMHA JIOMa.

Jlaxke 3a TOTOBKOM MBICJIEH NIEBYIIKM HE mokujan Buranuii. OHa HE COMHEBAJIACh, YTO OH
CHOBa HE MPUJET, J1a U BOOOIIEe, CKOpPEE BCETO, ChelleT OT Apyra. [IoBopoT Kitoua B 3aMKe BbI3BAI Y
Hee ynbIOKy, Beb Kpuc He comHeBanach, uTo 3T0 ee Temouka. Eil Tak He Tepnenoch pacckas3arb
eMy o pabore.

— CHayvana MBITh PyKH! — CTpPOTo cKa3zaja OHa, KaK TOJIbKO TOPOIUIUBBIC IIATH MOCIBIIAIACH
HA IIOPOTe KyXHH.
— Kak ckaxenb, KOTeHOK, — 3T0 ObUT HE Tema.

Butanuk, nmpoko yibioasch, npoTsaHyl KpuctuHe HeOObIoNH OyKeT KYCTOBBIX PO30BBIX PO3,
aKKypaTHO YITaKOBaHHBIX B KpadT OyMary u MATKyr UTPYIIKYy — TaKOIo e pO30BOro kposvka. B
KOHIIE KOHII0B, KpucTHHA JIeBOUKa, a BCE JICBOYKU JIOJKHBI JTFOOUTH PO3OBBIA U MITKHUE UTPYIIKHU.
Kpucrtuna He nro0uiia HU pO30BbIi, HU UTPYIIKH. A TOBOJIBHBIN Bua D UiIaToBa Tak BOOOIIE BbI3BAJ
4yTh JI1 HE TomHOTYy. YeMy oH Tak pan? A Butanuk pagoBajics TOMY, 4YTO, HAKOHEI], CMOT
pazobparscsa B cebe. [loHsn, modyemy ero jgomaao UMEHHO OT 3TOM Maibllkd. BocmomuHaHwus!
Koneuno! Benp oHa ka3zanach éMy 3HAKOMOM € CaMOTo Hadajia. A TO, 4YTO OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI K HEU
— 3a0pITasi TONAaMU CUMMAaTus K Miafdied cectpe Opara. Toiabko Temnmeph OHA IpeBparuiach B
COOJIa3HUTEIBHYIO JIEBYIIKY, BOT Y HETO U MOMYTUJIOCH... B royioBe. ['ne ke eme! Teneps oH 3TO
TOYHO TOHsUT. U Gosibilie He 3ax04eT ee!

— UYto 3T0? — cyx0o cnpocuna KpuctuHa, KuBas Ha HENOHATHBIE €M NOJHOUICHUS U
OKH/IbIBast Butanus ofHUM U3 CBOMX KOPOHHBIX BHICOKOMEPHBIX B3IJISOB.

— IloroBoputs Hajo. 110 moBoMYy TOrO, YTO CIYYHIIOCH, — CIOKOHHO OTBeTHA Puiaros. OH
MOJIOKUJT MSITKOTO 3aiilla Ha CTOJI U ToIles ¢ OyKeTOM K KyXOHHOMY mKady, Ha KOTOPOM CTosIa
OyThUIKa pacTuTeNlbHOro Macia. Ha mrazax wm3ymsieHHOW KpucTuHBI mapeHb BBUIMJI Maclo,
CIIOJIOCHYII OYTBUIKY C (elipu, cpe3all TOPBIIIKO U MOCTABUI B HEE OYKET.

— I'oBOpH, — CKpEeCTUB pyKH MO IPyAbL0, TPEOOBATEIBHO CKa3alia JE€BYIIKA.

— KoTeHOoK, BBIIUIO HEIOpa3yMEHHUE. ..

— DTo0 g mpekpacHO TOHsIa. B TBoM IIaHbl HE BXOAWJIO, YTOOBI cecTpa apyra TeoOe
oTcachIBaja B Jyle.

— Kak rpy6o. Tebe He uayT Takue BbIpaXKEHHUS, — MOMOPIIIIICS OH, — €IIle TaK CKa)Xellb —
MOJTYYHIIb 110 TyOaM.

— A Tebe He uzeT nu300pakarh BHICOKOHPABCTBEHHOTO JIpyra cTapiiero Opara U y4uTb MEHs
YEMY-TO MOCJIE TOT0, KAK TPAXHYJ, KaK IMOCIEIHIOK0 IUTIOXY.

— KoteHok, Thl coOBepIliecHHO TpaBa. Sl cOBCEM HE HPABCTBEHHBIM M Jjake HE MaJlo-MaJIbCKU
xopoumii. I MOIOHOK, Mep3aBel U MOcieHsAs cBoJoYb. Ho Tebe HHYero miaoxoro He CAelaro.
Huxorma. ThI ¢ 1eTcTBa MHE HpaBUJIACh. 3HACIIIL XKe, KaK 5 K Te0e OTHOCHUJICS.

— Ho Tpu 1HS Ha3a1 TBOE OTHOLICHUE MOMEHSUIOCH, KaK S MOIJIa 3aMETHUTh.

KpI/ICTI/IHa ACp3uJia. OHa, HAaKOHCL, MOIJIa ITOKa3aTb BI/ITy Kakou crajla, 1 €10 3TO O4YCHBb
YAUBUIIO. dujaroB HUKAK HE OXuaaji, 4To MUJIBIM KOTEHOK CHOBA IMPECBPATUTCA B KOICYKY, HO CMY



HpaBwioch. Ha cexkyHAy y HEro gaxe MNPOCKOJIb3HYIA MBICIb, YTO 3a MOI0OHBIE BBIPAKEHUS
MAaJIBIIIKY clieoBajio Obl mpoyuuTh. [IpsMo 3aech, Ha KyxHe. CTAHYTh ATH HEMO3BOJUTEIHHO
KOPOTKHE WIOPTUKH, MAalKy MOXHO K 4yepTy pa3zopsarh U... Ho Het! UTo 3a Mbicau? Onsth ero
HECEeT HE TyJa.

— HeT, KOTEHOK, OTHOIIEHWE HE TMOMEHIOCh. Sl MPOCTO HE OXHUIAd, YTO ThI TakK
noxopoiueennb. He y3Han tedst, 1 3To camasi Oosibliiasi ommoOKa, — TSKEIO0 B3J0XHYB, BUT cexn 3a
CTOJI U 3allyCTUJI PYKY B CBOM BOJIOCHI, — Te€NEphb Bce OyAeT mo-apyromy. Tedst Ooblie HE OOUKY.
Hao6oport, 3a60Tuthcst Oymy o TeOe, MaIbIIIL

— Jla He Hy»XHa MHE TBOs 3a00Ta!

Ceituac Kpuctune 06bu1 mpoTrBeH BuTanuii, naxe cuibHee, 4yeM TpHU JHs Ha3al, Koraa Opocui
€€ B ICTOM BaHHOM C €ro ClepMoi Ha JIUle, CUJIbHEE, YEM MSITh MUHYT Ha3aJ, KOrja ¢ JI0BOJIbHOU
(GU3MOHOMUEN MPOTATHBAJI CBOM PO30BBIE MOAAYKHA. DTOT MYUYEHUUECKHI TOH, MOMNBITKU CTaTh
BApyr Pooun I'ynom. 3auem?

— Ecnu xouenb, ckaxku Teme. 3aciryxull.

— Burt, nocnymaii, 1 HU4ero He coOMparoch roBOpuTh Opary. UTto 1o Tedsi, To MHE BCE SICHO.
KuBnu, Kak Xouellb, JAejai, 4TO Xo4elllb, HO Ko MHe He npuonmxkaiics. [Ipu Teme oOmarscs OyaeM.
be3 — nmoaxoauTe He CMEH, U B )KU3Hb MOIO HE CyHCs!

— MHWper. Ho 0Oe3 yxuHa MEHs XK€ HE OCTaBHIIL? — OH Hamio mnpotsHyn Kpuctune
MPUTOTOBJICHHYIO Il ApTema Tapejky, U OHa, YIBIOHYBIIMCh JIEMOHCTPaTuBHO-HATSHYTO,
MOJI0XKHUJIa HaXaJIbHOMY OPIOHETY MSICO C KapTOIIKOM.

— IlpusarHoro ammerura, — MNpPOLEAWIIAa OHA W XOTela YUTH, Kak BuT yxBaruim ee 3a
3aIICThE, — 4 YK€ CKa3aja...

— IlpocTo mocuau co mHoM. He mo0mt0 ecTh B OJTUHOYECTBE.

N KpuctuHa, Bopeku OOCIIAHUSM, YTO HE CTAHET oOaTbcs ¢ BUTOM, TaHHBIM caMoil ceOe
BCEr0 MUHYTY Hazaj, yceiach 3a CTOJ PSJIOM ¢ HUM. A OH He MpH3HajiCcs cede, 4TO paja ee
KOMIIaHUM, U HE TOTOMY YTO HE XOTEJIOCh €CTh OJHOMY, a IMOTOMY YTO >KejaJl HMMEHHO ee
KOMITaHUU.

[Tocne sToro Beuepa Bce uaMeHwioch. Kak Obl HU crapanack KpbUioBa, y Hee HE MOIy4anock
UrTHOpUpoOBaTh Butamusa, Tem Oojee, 4TO OH CTal COBEPIICHHO IPYTMM — BHHUMATEIbHBIM,
o0XomuTeNbHbIM, BecenbiM. K cuacThio ais Hee, oOIaInuch OHM Bce ke peako. Kpuc Bblnia Ha
paboTy 1 OOJIBIIYIO YacTh BpEMEHH MPOBOMIa B KodeitHe. PaboTas Ha UCTIBITATEILHOM CPOKE, OHA
uMesna HecTaOWIbHBIM TpaduK, BHIXOIWUJIA B BBIXOJAHBIE M OT/AbIXajla B OyaHU. ApTeMy He
HPaBWJIOCh, YTO €r0 KOTEHOK Teneph O(UIMaHTKa, HO TOJIeJIaTh C 3TUM HUYETO HE MOT. 3aro, KaK
NPUSTHO OBUIO BO3BpalaThCA JOMOM, 3Has, YTO B XOJOJUJIBLHHKE CTOUT KacTPIOJISI Cyma |
CKOBOpOJIKa ¢ 4eM-HHOyap Ha BTOpoe. Jlaxe B paboune IHHM JEBYIIKa HE 3a0bIBaja TOTOBHUTH
MyX4YMHaM. Tak He3aMETHO MPOLUIN JIBE HEJICIIH.

PemonT B kBaptupe ®dunaroBa mpoaBUTAlCd HE Tak OBICTPO, Kak ObUIO 3arIaHUPOBAHO,
npaBJa, BO MHOTOM 3TO ObUla BUHA He pabounx. BUT He XoTen mpu3HaBaTh, HO €My YE€pPTOBCKH
HPaBUJIOCH JKUTH Y TeMbl 1mociie Toro, Kak K Hemy nepedpanach cectpa. [lapeHb cnuchiBall 3TO Ha



AOMAIIHIOK IIHIIy WM PCAKHC COBMCCTHBLIC BCUCpPA, CTApasACh HC AyMarb, 4TO C€I0 IIPHUBOAAT B
BOCTOPI' A3BHUTCIIBHBIC 3aMCYAHUA MAJIBIIIKH, 9YTO €C JOMAIHHUC IIOPTHI 3aCTABJIAIOT BCIIOMHUHATDH
Cl1agoCTb, 4YTO IIOA HHMMHU CKpPbITa, 4YTO €TI0 YTpeHHI/Iﬁ CTOJAK CTAaHOBHUTCA 6OJ'I€3H€HH€€, KOorjga
CJIbIIIMT €C JICTKHUC IMAKKKW B BAHHYIO MU AYyMAaCT O TOM, KdK KOTCHOK CTOHUT OoOHaKeHHAas 1104
AYHICM. Bce nmnorckue xenanusg BUT crimchIBal UCKIIIOUMTEIBHO Ha CBOIO MYXCKYIO HATypy, BCb
KOTCHOK 3JCCh HC IIPU YCM.

A Kpucrtuna cxomqwia ¢ yma. Ee Oecuio, 4ro 3710CTh Ha TOT IOCTYNOK YCTyNWJIa MECTO
NpPEXHEW JETCKOM BIIOOJIEHHOCTH, YTO OHA BBIMOTAHHAs IOCJIE CEMHYAaCOBOM CMEHBI CTOHUT Yy
IUTMTHL, TPUAYMbIBas HOBOE OJIOAO0 TOJIbKO, 4YTOOBI MOpajgoBaTh A3TOro Mep3aBua. YUrto ei
IPUXOIUTCSA Ka)KJ0€ yTPO BCTaBaTb Ha IOJYaca paHblle, 4TOObl HAa LBIIOYKAX MPOWUTU B AYLI U
yCIIETh MPUBECTU ce0s B MOPSIIOK 10 Toro, kak ®duiaros npocHercs. Ho camoe HeBbIHOCMMOE —
3HaTh, YTO OH MPOJOJKAET TpaxXaTh HANPaBO M HAJIEBO BCE, YTO JIBUXKETCS, B TO BpEMsl, KaKk OHa
U3HBIBAET OT BOCIHOMHUHAHMA 00 WX €AUHCTBEHHOM, VYHHM3WUTEJIbHOM, HO  TaKoM
YMOIIOMPAaYUTENBHOMN cekce. OHa Jaxke crajia cenranbHO OpaTh BEUEPHHUE CMEHBI, YTOOBI TOJIBKO
HE BUJETh, Kak DunaroB coOupaercs Ha O4epeHOE paH/AEBY. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, JIETOM TE€MHEET
IIO3/IHO M BO3BpAILATHCS JOMOW B JIECATh, KOIZa HY)KHO €Xarb B METPO IO MPSIMOW, COBCEM
HECTPAILHO.

[Ipuitas momol mocie ouepeHod CMEHBI, CKUHYB B MpUXoXKel OaneTku, KpuctunHa momuia 10
TOCTUHOM U, CJIOBHO OOMSIKIIIAs, ONYCTUJIACh Ha JUBaH. TeMmbl He ObLIO, Kak U Buta. DTy naTHHUITY
OHU 00a TYJISUTA ¥ BO3BpAILATHCS MIAHUPOBAJIU B JIYUIIIEM CJIydae K Beuepy CyOOOTHI.

— UTo 3a )XM3HB?.. — B3JIOXHYJIA OHA U, IPUKPHIB [J1a3a, OTKUHYIACh HA MOAYIIKY, KaK BJIPYTr
3aBUOpUPOBAT MOOMIIbHBIN. DTO ObUIO cTpaHHO. 3BoHUI OJier, ee ObIBIMI MIKOJBbHBIA TTapeHb, —
na?

— Kpuc, npuset, He pa3dynui? He oTBiexaro? — MmoCHbIaics U3 TPYOKU BECEIbI TOJI0C
MOJIOJIOTO Y€eJIOBEKa, HE 03KHUAABILETO, YTO MY OyIyT HACTOJILKO pPabl.

— Her, He oTBiekaenb U He cruito. [IpuBeT, — AeByIlIKa pactuibliach B YIBIOKE, YYBCTBYS K
HEMY HEKHOCTb TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTO OH 3BOHUT B TaKOW HY>KHBIM MOMEHT.

— Ciymaii, Tl B MOCKBE 1€TOM? — BOOAYIIEBIEHHO MOMHTEpecoBaics Orer.

— B Mockge. Ha paboty BOT ycTpounach. A 4To?

— Jla g Toxe exy B MockBy Ha JieTo. Y MEHS APYr YHUBEPCKHAM W3 cTOJMIBL Ha kKaHUKYyIbI
JIOMOM yexan u MeHd K cebe mo3Bai. Eciu cBobonHa. .. kxM... Hy B 001iem, MoxeT yBUAUMCS?

— C ynoBoJIbCTBUEM !

Bce npy3es Kpuc naBHO pazbexaliich Ha JIeTO, a HaOJI0AaTh 3a aKTUBHOW COIMAIbHOM
U3HbIO Opara U €ro Jipyra, Korja cama TOJIbKO U Jiefiajia, YTO TOTOBUJIA WJIM padoTajia, COBCEM HE
xoTenock. Oner mpuexana B BOCKPECEHBE YTPOM M T03Ball KpUCTHHY BCTPETUTH €r0 HA BOK3aJIe, U
JIEBYIIIKa C pagocThio cornacunachk. Hu Tembl, Hu Butanuka erie He ObLIO, U OHA CO CIIOKOMHOM
COBECTBIO, OCTABHUB UM 3aMKCKY, yexajia Ha JICHUHTpaJCKUK BOK3al.

Oner cocem He oxunan, uro Kpucrtuna Oymer pajga ero npue3gay. OH mOHMMAIN, 4TO 3a IO
pa3iIyKH, €ro JEBYIIKA Hadajla HOBYKO >KM3Hb, BOBMOKHO C HOBBIM IMapHeM. OH W caM NbITaics
3aBECTH OTHOILEHUSI C OMHOKYPCHHIIECH, HO U3 3TOr0 HUYEro He BhIILIO. A BOT KpuctuHy OH He



320bL1.

OnHa 0e3yclIOBHO MOXOpollesa 3a 3TO BpeMmsi, modtomy, crousio Onery yBuaetrh cBoro Kpuc,
MpEeXHUE YyBCTBA OBICTPO HAMOMHMIU O cebe. OH TOXkKe BO3MYXaj, OKpel U noarsHyncsa. 1M mycts
0a00uKkM B KMBOTE HE 3alOpXasid, ACBYIIKA MOMEHTAJIBHO BKJIOYMJIA KOKETKY, CTOMJIO MapHIO
OKa3aTbCsl psiioM. [ s Ha 3TOTro OJOHAMHA C OTPOMHBIMM 3€JICHBIMU TJIa3aMu, 00paMJIEHHBIMU
PAIOM MIBIIHBIX pecHULl, KprcTHHA TYT %€ BClTOMHMIA BUTa — €ro moiaHyro MpOTUBOIOJIOKHOCTb.
Kak aHrem m JeMOH: CBETJbIM, OTKPBITBIMN OJEKEK M TEMHBINM, KAK BHEIIHE, TaK U BHYTPCHHE,
nporuuBinmi Aymoi Burtammit. C Omerom OBUIO XOpOINO, a IJaBHOE, HE Tak OOJIE3HEHHO
BOJIHUTEIIBHO, KaK ¢ OUIIATOBBIM.

Hpyr Ousera >kui JOBOJBHO JaJIeKO OT LIEHTPa, HO 3a pPa3roBopaMM J0pora IMpoJieTelna
He3aMeTHO. Bce ObUTo, Kak paHblie: Becelo U 0e33a00THO, CIOBHO HE ObUIO 3TOro Toja.
HeynusutensHo, uto HukuTta naxke He MOBEPUII, YTO €T0 OJHOKYPCHUK IpUeXal K HEMY CO CBOEH
OBIBIIICH JEBYIIKOA.

— Tak, n3-3a 4dero paccranucs? BeImsaanTe, Kak mapa, — YCMEXHYICS NApE€Hb, BBITYCKas
KJIy0 AbiMa Ha OaJKkoHE BOCBMUATAXXKM. HuKUTa XU C pomMTENs MU, HO T€ Ha BCE JIETO
IIepee3)KaAIA Ha a4y, OCTABIIsIs ChIHY KBAPTUPY B IOJIHOE pacnopsbkeHusd. He kenas koporars 1HA
B oguHo4ecTBe, Huk u npurnacuin k cede Onera.

— Pazpexaimmce. I B MockBy, Onexek B Ilutep. Ha paccTrosHuM OTHOIIEHWMH HET, —
CIOKOMHO oTBeTwia KpucrtuHa, 4yBCTBys HENOBKOCTh. Eil COBEpILIEHHO HE XOTEJNIOCh OOCYXKIaTh
POMaHTUYECKHE TEMBL.

— Tak ceituac To Bbl 00a B MockBe, — npuiiypuiics Huk, nenas HoByro 3arspkky. Kpuctune
COBCEM HE MOHPABUJIOCH ATO 3amedyaHue, a BoT OJery HanmpoOTHB, HO JaBUTh Ha JEBYIIKY OH HE
XOTeI.

— Hpyr, camu pa3zbepemcsi, — ckazall mapeHb.

— Kak 3naeun.

J1o Beuepa Kpuctuna rymsuia o ropony ¢ Onerom nu HukoM. Onu e3nunu B COKOIBHUKH, €11
MOPOKEHOE U KaTallMCh Ha IETCKUX Kapycelsix. Eil JaBHO yxe He ObUIO TaK BECEJ0, TypHbIE MBICIU
UCIIAPUIIACH, @ 0E30TBETHAS BIIOOJIEHHOCTD MepecTalia 10 00U C)KUMaTh IPYIHYIO KIEeTKY. Pedsita
Pa30LUIMCh B AEBATOM 4acy, HO Ouner He oTiyctui Kpuc oany.

— Tebe HeoOs3aTeNbHO MOIHUMATHCSI CO MHOM, — CKasaja JEBYIIKa, KOTla OHU BBIIUIM Ha
OxkTsi0pbcKkoit, — 1oM TeMKku psgoM ¢ METpo, s Joiay, a TeOe JHUIIHIO MOEe3KYy Ha METpO
pacxoao0BaTh.

— Jlns Te0d HUYero He Xayko, — YiablOHyncs Oner u nputsHyl k cede Kpuc, 3akitouas B
OOBSTHA.

— 4l 3TO, KOHEUYHO, LIEHI0, HO CUMTAI0 TymnbiM. /oy cama, a Thl e€3xail K Huky, moka oH He
3acKy4Jal.

— YBuumcs 3aBTpa’?

— He monyuuTcs: 3aBTpa U nocue3aBTpa padoTa, a BOT B Cpey...

— Kpuc...

— Yro?



— Mosxer, npaBaa, nonpodyem? — OJier BAPYT CTajl COBEPIIEHHO CEPhE3HBIM, a OT YIbIOKH
HE OCTaJIOCh TEHHU.

— Onexek, MBI YK€ 3TO TPOoXoAuiin. Thl Bce paBHO yeJelllb, a s OCTaHYCh.

— A wMb1I He OymeM ycnoxHsATh. [lycTh OymeT kak KypOpTHBIM pOMaH: 3Haellb, 4YTO
3aKOHYUTCS], HO BCE PaBHO 3aBOHII?

— He nymaro, yTo 310 X0poumas uues. ..

— A Tl HoAyMal nosydile, — noAMUrHya Oner u CHOBa HalleNuil MacKy 0€33a00THOCTH, BOT
TOJIBKO 32 3TOW MacKOU TOW camoil 0€33a00THOCTH COBCEM HE OBLIO.

— S noiixy. Co3BOHMMCS B CpEy, XOPOI0? — UTHOPUPYS €0 3aMeuanue, ckazana Kpucrtuna
U, TIOIEJIOBAB MapHs B IIEKY, Mo0exasna K ICKalaTopy.

ApteM u Burtamuk BEepHYIUCh JHEM W JaXe HE Cpa3y MOHsIH, 4To KpHCTHHBI HET aoma.
BrIXomHbIe TPOIUIM OY€HBb XOPOIIo, TaK YTO TEMeph Y 00OMX pacKaiblBalach ToJoBa U 0OJENO0 B
mraHax. Y HUX HE ObUIO CHJI, 4TOOBI JIa’K€ PacCTEIUTh ce0e MOCTEelb, MMOITOMY, KOT/ia JEBYIIKA
BEpHYJIach, 0OHapYyXuiIa OpaTa v ero JIpyra, pa3BaJIMBIIMXCS Ha MOIYIIKAaX HA MOy B TOCTUHOM.

— D, nexOuine! — HEJOBOJIBHO Mo3Baia mapHek KpuctuHa, — moabeM.

— I'e 6b11a? — TMPUOTKPHIB OJIMH TJ1a3, TOMHTEepecoBalicsa KpbuioB cTapimi.

— D'ynsana ¢ apy3psiMu. A BOT BbI I/l IUTsUIMCh? 3aBTpa 000MM Ha padoTy!

— Hwudero. BeicmuMcst 1 Bce Oyaer otimyHo. He mepexkuBail, KOTEHOK, — MOAMUTHY/ €
DUIaTOB, HA UTO JIEBYIIKA TOJILKO 3aKaTuja rjiasa.

— Kak 3Haete, — oHa nepemardysia 4yepe3 OpaTta u yiuia B CBOI0O KOMHATY.

Kpuctuna BkJIIOUMJIa MY3BIKY W, TPUTAHIIOBBIBAsA, CTaja T'OTOBUTH CBOIO pabouyio ¢opmy.
Korma co cbopamu ObLIO MOKOHUYEHO, JIEBYIIKA PeIlMia MOWTHU B AyilL B roctuHoi yxe cran Tema,
a Butanuka He Obuto. Buaumo, qomois 10 cBoero craibHOro Mecta. Tonbko Kpuctrnhaa ommomacs.

PacnaxnyB nBepb B BaHHYIO, oHa yBujena dunarosa Bo Bcelt kpace. OH CTOSUT B MOJOTEHIIE,
BBITHUpass KOPOTKHUE MOKpPBIE BOJIOCHL, @ BCS €ro Tpydb ObLIa IMOKPBITA POCCHITBIO (PUOIETOBO-
KPaCHBIX 3aCOCOB. DTO MUTOM OTPE3BHJIO AeBYIIKY. CTano Tak TomHo. 1 6oibHO.

— IIpocTtn, — X0NOAHO CKa3aja OHA, U 3aKpbUIA IBEPh, HO HE yCHEla YWTH, KaK Iomanach B
KalkaH ero pyk. But nputsaHyn k cebe KpHUCTHHY W ILIyMHO BAOXHYI CHaJKUN 3amax ee
MPEJIECTHBIX PYCBIX BOJOC. BUAMMO, aJIKOTOJb HE 0 KOHIA €r0 OTHYCTHII, U Ja)XKe IMPOXJIaIHbIA
JTyII HE TIOMOT, — YTO THI JieJIacllb?

— KoTeHoK, Thl O4€Hb CIAJKO MaxHellb, — MPOIleNTal NapeHb, CUiIbHEe NMpuKuMas Kk cede
MaJIBIIIKY. BUT COBEpIIEHHO HE yMall O MOCJIEACTBUSAX, HOHUMAs TOJIBKO TO, KaK CHJIBHO XOYET €€.
Nmenno ee. Cenvac. 31€eCk.

— Ilyctu mMeHs, nHaue 3akpuuy. Thl k€ HE XO4elllb, UTOObl TeMa MPOCHYICA? — yrpoKaroIIe
IIPOIIMIIENA IEBYIIKA.

— Jla nagHo. A npocto nomyrui. Korenok. Mau B nyimi, — oH Murom ornyctuil Kpuctuny v
BAJIbSIKHO IIOILET B CBOKO KOMHATY.

3aH€pH]I/ICB B KOMHATe, Butanui CKHUHYII C ce0st MMOJIOTCHUEC MU IMOCMOTPCII HA PC3YJIbTar
BCTpCUH C MaJibImkoi. M kak 3To mouumars? OnH AyMall, 4TO ITIOCJIC Mapa(I)OHa Ha 3THUX BBIXOAHBIX



€My HEeJIeJIIO0 HE 3aX0YeTCs, a TYT OHA B CBOEM XajaTtuke. YepT moOpaj 3Ty 1€BYOHKY!

[Toka OH ¢ OCTEpBEHEHHEM YIOBIECTBOPSI CeO0sl, MPEACTAaBIss, YTO BMECTO PYKH €€ CIaIKUi
potuk, Kpuctuna poHsiia ciesbl, ctos non aymeM. CHoBa But mo3Bonuin ceOe JUIlIHEE U CHOBA
yKazaJl, YTo OHa He Oouibllie, yeM pedeHOK. CTOJBKO Pa3HbIX UYBCTB PAa3phIBAJIO €€ CEPAEUYKO, UTO
XOTEJIOCh 3aKkpu4arh. [ pomko-rpomko! Ho BMecTo TOro, 4To0hl MO3BOJIUTH YEPTOBOUM O€30TBETHOM
mo0BU cebst cioMuTh, KpuctrHa npuHsaia pemeHue. B cpeay yrpoM, Korma oHa BCTPETUIIACH C
Onerom, cka3zaia eMy, 4TO coIrjlacHa MonpoOoBaTh BCTpeUYaThes, Moka oH B MocKBe.

I'maBa 3

Jleto — 3TO coBceM Jpyras >KH3Hb, OCOOEHHO, €ClU Thl CTylIeHT. Hukakux 3aHsTHH,
CEMHMHApPOB, 3a4€TOB, K3aMEHOB; IOJHas cBOOOIAa MpPU TOM, YTO Thl YK€ B3pociblid. IlepBoe
cryneHueckoe Jjero Kpuctuael KpbuioBoil 3amOMHWIIOCH €M HAa BCIO KH3Hb. Bechb ee mup
NepEBEPHYJICA, TOJIBKO OHA MOKa 00 3TOM HE 3HaJa.

[Tocne Toro, Kak J€ByIlIKa PElIAJIa BHOBb COUTHUCH CO CBOMM OBIBIIIMM, OHA MOYTH IepecTaia
nosiBIsAThCA noma. Te muu, uro Kpuc He paborana, mpoBomuia ¢ Onerom u Hukowm, ryisisi 1o
ropofy, HaclaXJasch MPEKPACHOM MOroJoM M BKYCHBIM MopoxkeHbiM. C pebdstamu Kpuctune
yJIaBaJIOCh OTBIIEUbCA JJaXe OT MbIciield 0 Buranuke, KoToporo u 6€3 Toro peiko 3acraBajia JIoma.

®duaroB, HAMPOTHUB, CBOIO 0€33a00THOCTH MoTepsl. OH HE MOT MPOCTUTHL cebe Ty cladoCTh,
KOIJla 3akajl KOTEHKa B KOPUJOpPE M CHOBa 4YyTh HE B3sI. becusio, 4To OH XOTes 3Ty JIEBYOHKY U
MOT COPBarhCs, MPONOIKU OHM KUTh MOJT ONHOU Kpbiiel. CnenmHo coOpaB Benm, Butanuii chexan
OoT ApTeMa B CBOIO NMPAKTUUYECKH OTPEMOHTHUPOBAHHYIO XOJOCTAILKYIO ABYIIKY. Ho Tenepb oH He
MOT HaliTu ce0e MecTa U B CBOEM JIOME.

Brinep:kaHHbI B CEpO-UYEPHBIX 1IBETAX MHTEPHEP B CTHIIE Xall-TEK, TakK spO OTCTAMBAEMBIN Yy
HaHATOro Ju3aiH-Oropo, Burta paszapaxkan. XoJOOHBIM METaJUIMK CIOBHO H3EBAJCS, YKa3bIBas
XO35IMHY, HACKOJIbKO HE 00XHuTa ero kBaptupa. Ilocie paboTwl mapHS HE BCTpedyaa apoMaTHBIN
3amax yXWHa, YTPOM OH HE HaxOAWJI B XOJIOMWJIBHUKE HUYEro, KPOME OCTATKOB BUYECpAIIHEH
3aKa3aHHOW elbl, KOTOpas MpeBparwiiach B HEChEAOOHOE PE3MHOBOE HEUYTO. EMy He HpaBUIOCH
OBITH JOMa OJTHOMY, ¥ BBICOKO IIEHUMAasi UM CBOOO/a HE TOCTAaBIIsIA TIPEKHETO YIOBOJIbCTBUSI.

YToObI OTHENaThCsI OT HEMPUATHOTO CaIHAIICTO YyBCTBa, BuT mo3Ban k cede JIuzy m maxe
MPEUIOKHUIT OCTAThCA J0 YTpa, YETO paHbllie Jeiarh He JIIOOUI, HO TOJBKO OOIECTBO KPACOTKU HE
nomorio. Kak-To He3aMeTHO TpPHUUUI0O OCO3HAHHME, YTO HE BCE JIOHKHO CBOIUTHCS K
VAOBJIETBOPEHUIO TIOTCKUX kefanui. He oxugas cam ot cebs, @uiaroB ctan Oparh padoTy Ha
JOM M MOT Jake IPEeANoYecTb CHACHUE 3a HOYTOYKOM MTOXOAY Ha OYEPEAHYIO BEUCPUHKY.

Aprem He oOpaTusl BHUMaHUs Ha W3MeHeHus B apyre. Ceduac OH BeJ CIOXKHOE €TI0 O
pa3Bolie U Cpa)kajcs C JAPYrUM H3BECTHBIM CTOJIMYHBIM aJIBOKAaTOM 3a OTPOMHOE IOMECThE,
KYIUIEHHOE CYNpyramu B UX 0€300J1a4HOM CEMEWHOM MPONUIOM. 3a pabOTON OH JaKe HE 3aMeual
YacThle OTJIYYKU CECTPBI, €€ BEUHYIO C KEM-TO MEPENUCKY U Mapy HOBBIX IJIaTheB, KYIJICHHBIX Ha
HeOOJIBIIYI0 TIPEMHUIO 332 KPYIHBIC YaeBble. KprCTHHA OueHb X0Tena moHpaBuThes Ollery, Kak oHa



AyMalia BCIYX, Koraa €€ IoaCO3HaHMC HAaCMECXaJI0Ch, IIOTOMY 4YTO BCC 9TO OBLIO JIIA Bura.

— KoreHok, TbI kyna? — nounTepecoBaics KppuioB y cecTpsl, paccMarpuBas €€ B KOPOTKOM
1[BETaCTOM capad)aHuUKe.

— I'ynare, Tem. Y MeHs BbIXomHOH. 3a0bul? — CHUCXOAUTEIBHO YIBIOHYBIIMCH Opary,
JIEBYIIIKA TPOBEJa KUCTOYKOM OJiecKa, OCTaBisisd COOJA3HUTEIbHO-TIIISIHIEBBIA CJIe]T Ha HUXKHEU
ryoe.

— C xeM 151 Bee rymsienb? Uto 3a apy3bsa? J[eBOYKM U3 TBOETO YHUBEpA? — IMO4EeMy-TO Tema
HE COMHEBAJCS, YTO €ro CEeCTpEeHKa MPOBOJUT CBOOOJHOE BpeMs C MOAPYKKaMH, TYISsS IO
Mara3uHaMm, oOCyxkJasi CIUIeTHHM U MainpiukoB. OH fJake He mpujaBai 3HaueHus, uro Kpuc
rOBOpUJIA, YTO UJET K «Ipy3bsiM», a He «moapyram». Hy, MoxeT ObIThb, Cpelu HUX €CTh KaKOu-
HUOYIb MalIbYUK, HO 3TO epyHJa. KoTeHOok ellie peOeHoK. ..

— Her, Oparuk, He OEBOYKM U HE U3 YHHMBEPA, — XUTPO MOIMHUTHYB mnapHio, Kpucrtuna
BBIIIOPXHYJIA U3 KBAPTUPHI 10 TOTO, KaK APTEM yCHEN YTO-TO CIIPOCUTb.

B stot nens onu ¢ OnexukoMm rymsuin 6e3 Huka. JIpyr cokanuics HaJl mapoOyKoOM U permi
natb WM MOOBITH BMecTe. KpucTuHa 3aJ0opHO cMesiiach, a OJOHAWH HaOmoman 3a Heu
BIIOOJIEHHBIMU T1a3aMu. OH MOHSJI, KaK CHJILHO CKy4as IO CBOSH JIEBOYKE, M HE TOJBKO, KaK IO

APYTY.

B IlerepOypre y Omnera JlaprioHoBa OBLIM CKOPOTEUYHBIE OTHOIICHHUS C OJHOKYPCHHIICH.
JleBuoHKa Xopollas, HO CIIMIIKOM HaBS34UKMBas, HUYErO y HUX HE BBIILIO, TIOTOM OBUIO Mapy pas ¢
IPYTUMHU, HO Tak... 0e3 oOs3arenscTB. KpuctuHy oH He 3a0bU1. Bylyuyn HIKOJRHUKAMU Yy HHX
MOJIY4aJIOCh YEUHATBCS HEYacTO, HO Ka) bl pa3 Obul 3anomMuHaroummcs. EMy nosesno ¢ Kpuc.
Cwmenas u penmTeNnbHas OHa TMO3BOJSIIA €My Kyda OoJibllie, 4eM pa3peliayid JIpPYrue JIEBUOHKHU
CBOMM MapHsSM. 3a4acTyl0 OHa cama ObUla MHUIIMATOPOM HOBBIX AKCIEpUMEHTOB. Bcero sTtoro
Omnery ouenb He xBatajio B [lutepe. [IpuBbIKIIMi OBITH BEIOMBIM, Y HETO MaJO YTO BBIXOAMIIO U, YK
TeM OoJiee, He IOCTABIISIIO TAKOTO YIOBOJIbCTBHUSI.

— Kpuc, th1 B cy000TYy ke He paboTaeinib? — MPOTATHBAs BO3AYIIHYIO HEOECHO-TOJyOyIo
IBIIHYIO CIAAKYI0 BaTy, TOMHTEPECOBAJICA ITAPEHb.

— Hert. Beixognas.

— Hwuk ymarbiBaer Ha pmady kK pomakaM. OcraBalics y MeHS Ha HOYb? YCTPOUM
POMAHTHUYECKUN yXKUH, MIOCMOTPUM KHHOIIKY, a TOTOM... — Oner notsHyn Ha ce0s Kpuctuny, u
OHa MOJIATJIMBO MOIUIA B €70 OOBATHSI.

— A mocie KUHOUIKM OyAellh MIOXUM MallbBdMKOM? — MPUILYPUBIIMCH OT SIPKOTO COJIHIIA,
Kpuc nogusina Ha nmapHs HacMenuIuBbii B3msia. Ee Bceraa 3a0aBisiio, Kak OH TOBOPHUT O CEKCE.

— Jlns Tebsa Oyny, KakuM CKaKelllb, — MNPOLICNTAl OH, DA Ha MaHsIIME MyXJble TYOKU
CBOEU JEBOYKM.

— Xopolo.

Kpuctuna nefictBuTensHO xoTena ObITh ¢ OJeroM, BOT TOJIBKO HE MOTOMY, YTO >Kejaja ero.
Tax ona gymana BeIpBaTh U3 cepiia Bura, crepers ¢ cedst ero cienbl. HecMoTpst Ha TO, CKOJIBKO
MPOIUIO BPEMEHHU, OHA JO CUX NOP NMOMHHUJA KaXJ0€ €ro KacaHue, a HOYaMHU CXOAHJIa C yma,
NpECTaBIssA, YTO OH CHOBA PsiIOM, TPOTAET, LIENIYyeT, TpeOyerT. ..



PacnipomaBumicek ¢ Onerom, KpucTrHa B OTIMYHOM HACTPOCHUU BEPHYIIACh JOMOM, HO YK€ Ha
opore CTOJIKHYIAch C HeOBOJbHBIM AptemoM. [lapensr He Haxomuin cebe mecta. Emy kazanocs,
YTO €ro MJjajias CeCTpeHKa 00s3aresibHO BO 4TO-HUOYAb Bisinaercs. Ee dpasza OpoieHHas «He
J€BOYKHU U HE U3 YHHUBEPA» MOIJIa 03HAYaTh BCE, UTO YroJHOo, 1 Tema Hagyman ceoe.

KpucTtuHna ymuia Kk KakuM-To My>kukam. OHM TOYHO CTapIlie U 00s13aTeIbHO BOCIOJIb3YIOTCS €€
HEBUHHOCTBIO! be3yMHasi MbICJIb 3aCTaBUJIA TTAPHS MMOKPBITHCS XOJIOAHBIM IIOTOM, H OH TYT K€ CTaJ
HaOuparh koTeHKYy. COpachiBaeT. Mep3aBka. A eciiu He OHa COpPaChIBAET, €CJIM YTO-TO CIYYHUIJIOCH?
Ho npumenmee cienom CMC HEMHOTO YCITOKOUIIO:

KoreHok:

«41 B KUHO»

ok

«C kem?»

KoreHok:

«C mpyrom. BepHych Beuepom»

S

«Yro 3a npyr? Otkyna?»

KoreHok:

«Tem, He Oecu. D10 Oner, Mol ObBIMI omHOKJIaccHHK. Ceriuac oH B Mockse. Bcee. Iloka
Hanumeu eme — He oTBEUy»

Kpuctuny 31un takoit nonpoc Opara. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, €r0 HE MHTEPECOBAJIO, TJIE OHA U C
KEM IIeJIbIA TOJl, a TeNeph Iary He jgaetr cTynuTh? OHa Ooibllle HE OTBeYaja Ha €ro 3BOHKH U
pelmiia BeYepOoM pacCTaBUTh BCE TOUKH HAJ 1.

— KpuctuHa, 18I rynsuia ¢ TeM Onerom, ¢ KOTOPbIM B IIKOJIE MYTHIIA? — Cpasy e OrOPOILIHII
BOIIPOCOM ApTEM.

— Myrtuina, — JeByllKa HeJJOBOJIbHO OMOPILMIACH, — TaK HUKTO YK€ HE TOBOPHUT.

— Kakas pa3zHuna, kak roBopsAt ceivac... — HO Kpuctuna, CkuHyB OOCOHOKKH, MpOIIUIa
MHUMO OpaTa, yJOCTOUB €ro JIUIIb HACMENUTMBBIM B3TJIS0M, — KOTEHOK, HE YXOJIU OT OTBETa!

— Jla, Tewm, 51 Obu1a ¢ TeM cambiM OJieroM, ¢ KOTOPBIM BCTpedasiach B 1Koje. U ceifuac Ml
CHOBa BCTpedaeMcs, Moka oH B Mockse. Eie Borpocs?

— U TBI CIOKOKWHO 00 3TOM TOBOPHIIIL?

— A He noipkHa? MHe AeBSATHAIATh, 1 HET HUYETO IPECTYITHOIO B TOM, YTO Y MEHsSI €CTh
napeHb. M, 4ToObl ThI 3HaJ, 332 ATOT TOA Y MEHS ObUIM U ApPyrue OTHOIIEHUS. DTO HOPMAJbHO,
Oparuk. A BoT Tebe u BuTy B Banm rozaa nopa Obl cTarhk cepbe3Heil. Criute co BceMu noapsia. Y Bac
XOTh Y OIHOTO OTHOIIEeHUs Obutn? — KpbU1oBa pa3o3nuiack U TeNEph €€ ObUIO HE OCTAHOBUTH. Tak
XOTEJNO0Ch BBICKAa3aTh OpaTy BCe, YTO yMaJla U HE TOJIBKO O HEM H, B IIEPBYIO OUEPE/b, HE O HEM.

— IlapHu 1 IE€BYIIKA — 3TO pa3HbIC BEIH !

— Bort kak? A Kak ke Te JEBYIIKH, C KOTOPBIMU Bbl Urpaete? Mnm ckaxenmb OHU HE YbU-TO
J0YEpHU HIIH CECTPHI?

PaccopuBumices ¢ 6parom, Kpuc 3anepnace y ceds, a Tema yexan k Buty. EMy He Tepnenock
MOCETOBAaTh APYry Ha B30aiMolHyto cectpuily. Ha camom nene KpbuioB npekpacHo MoHUMAN, YTO



Kpuctuna npaBa, HO npu3HaTh 3T0O — OBUIO BbIlIE €ro cuil. OH HE cCOMHEBaJICs, 4TO BuTtanuii ero
MTOJIICPYKUT, HO BBILUIO MHAYE.

— OcCTbIHB, JIpyr, — MpPOTATHBasi OYTHUIKY XOJOAHOTO KpadToBOTO, ckazan dunaroB, —
KOTeHOK TmpaBa. OHa B3pocjas J€BOYKa M JIOJDKHA JyMarb OO0 OTHOIICHUsX. Thl OBl JIydile
NepexKMBaJL, YTOOBI MAPEHb ObUT HOPMAJIBLHBIM.

— He 3Hato... O6 stom Ousere y3Haln OT pOAUTENEH, PACCKa3bIBAIM, YTO KOTEHOK C
OJIHOKJIACCHUKOM 3aryiisuia. CeMbs BpOJIe MPUIINYHAS, MAME HPABUJICS.

— Hy BoT. IloroBopu ¢ Hum cam. Ckaxu, 4yToObI 3aiien 3a KpucTUHOW nepes CBUIAAHUEM.
[TocmoTpuIL HA HETO, PUITYTHEIIb, KaK CTapIHii Opat, U JIEJI0 ¢ KOHI[OM.

VYCnoKOMBIIMCH TTOCJIE pa3roBopa C JIpyromM, ApTeM KYIWI JJIsl CBOETO KOTEHKa KOpPOOKY ee
JOOUMBIX MHUPOKHBIX W TO€Xall MUPUThCA. B 3TOT pa3 KpbUIOBBIM yaalloch MOTOBOPUTH, HE
MepexoAs Ha KPUK, U B UX JIOME CHOBA BOLIAPUJICS MUP U MOKOM. A BOT Butanuit @unaroB nokowu,
Ha000pOT, yTpaTui.

[TapeHp TOHMMAJ, YTO HE MMEET HHUKAKOro IpaBa oOcCyxJarb Kpuc 3a poMan ¢ 3Tum
MapeHbKOM, HO MOYEMY-TO CHJIbHO Ha Hee 3iwics. EMy Oblla HE BRIHOCHMMa MBICHb, YTO OHA C
ApYTUM, 4TO OH OOHHMMAaeT, IeyeT, JackaeT. Butanuk naxe ycMexHyiacs 0€3yMHOW MBICIH, YTO
PEBHYET, HO BOBPEMSI ONIOMHUJICS M CHUCAJI 3TO HEMPHUSATHOE YYBCTBO HA CONUIAPHOCTH ApTEMY.
OH npocTo nepeKuBaeT 3a KOTEHKA, KaK CTaplmid Opat, He OOJIbIIE.

Tem He MeHee, yKe Ha CIeayolmn 1eHb OUiIaTtoB HE BBIAEPKAI U, [0 YAUCTOU CIYyYalHOCTH,
3amie] Ha 4alky kode MMeHHO B Ty kodeitHto, rae padortana Kpuctuna. Bee neno B Tom, uTo B
o0e OH OKazajcs HEemoJalaeKy, B KaKUX-TO IMoJIydacax €3/1bl, HO YTO TaKOe Iodaca JJIs OOJIBIIOM
MockBBI?

— T'oToBBI crienark... 3aKa3? — 3amHylnach Ha nociiegHeM ciose KpucrtuHa, He cpasy y3HaB
co cniuHbl Butanuka, — kakoro yepta npumnepcs?

— Yrto mnocoBeryete BbIOparh? Kakoii canar? — rpomko oOparwics BuUT, mOIMUTHYB
JEBYIIKE U YK€ THIIE TPOIOJIKHII, — TAaK BCTpEYaellb CTaPbIX 3HAKOMBIX?

— Ie3app ¢ kypuuen y Hac norpsacaronmii. Kiraccuka, KOTOpas HHKOTO HE OCTaBUT

PABHOIYIIIHOM, HO €CJIM XOTUTE YETO-TO TPAAULIMOHHOIO, TO OJIMBbE, — B TOH €MY OTBETHJA
JICBYILIKA, U C TaKOW K€ JOOpOo’KeNaTebHOM YIBIOOW 3almiena TaaioKoW, — CHpalBa, 4To
HY)KHO?

— [e3aps ¢ Kypulei, moxanyiicra, a 4To HacuyeT nepBoro? Kakoit cyn gHs? KoTeHok, He
3JIUCh, 51 TPOCTO MPOBEJATH MPHUIIET. Y3HATh X0TeJ, TOMUpPHUIAch Jiu ¢ OpaToM. OH BUepa 3aX0IUJI.

— Cerognst y Hac muHecTtpoHe. Cosetyto. [louemy y MeHs1 mHTepecyelbcsi, Mor Obl y TeMku
CIIPOCUTBH, OH K€ TBOU JIPYT.

— Her, s Ob1 yTO-HUOYNF TTOCKITHEE XOTesn. He KumsATHuCh, KOTEHOK, TPOCTO XOTEN Ha TeOs
nocmotpethb. Cockyumics. [lapHs 3aBena, 3HaUUT?

— Toxe nHaunemb HpaBoy4deHUs unTath? [lochiTHEe MOKHO Oopil, C TOBIIUHOM.

— Bort 310 apyroe neno. Torma ne3aps ¢ kypuiieit, 6opir, Uto-HuOyas Ha 3aKyCKy U TOpsiyee.
Tak, 4TO y Hac B MEHIO... — DunaToB 3aKpbUICS MMAIIKOU.



Kpuctuna, novimana Ha cebe COUYBCTBYIOUMN B3IVIsiA aAMUHUCTpaTopa. KareprnHa mosenach
HA UX CHEKTAKJIb M PEIMia, YTO HOBEHBKOW IOMAJICA OYEPEAHOM BEYHO HEIOBOJIBHBIN KIIMECHT.
Huuero, 6ynet st KpbiioBoii 00eBoe KpeleHne, a Mo YaeBbIM CTAHET SICHO, KaK OHa CIIPaBUJIaCh.

— Iloackaszars? — yCIIy»KJIIMBO IOMHTEPECOBAIACH JIEBYILKA.
— BrI mocTouTe, MoKa s CMOTPHO, — IPOMKO 3asiBUJI BUT U JyKaBO MOAMUTHYII KOTEHKY, — f
HE coOMparoCch T€OsI )KU3HU YUUTh, HA00OPOT, paj 3a Te0st. OH mapeHb-TO XOPOIIMiA?

— C 1000 HE CpaBHUTh, — CHA3BUJIA OHA, CTapasch 3aaeThb PuiaroBa, HO TOT TOJBKO
YCMEXHYJICS.

— J1a, s HeCpaBHEHHBIN.

— He B TOM cMBICIIE, — pa3o3imiach OHA, YYBCTBYsA, KaK MOKpacHenu Meku. HemnoBko

BbIILIO. YepT. CaMOI0BOJIBHBIN KPETHUH.

— Ilyuy, mansmr Ecnm cepbe3Ho, TO 3TO s BYepa Teme MO3rM BIPABUII, TaK 4YTO HE
nepexuBail, He Oyner Te0s qoctaBaTh W3NUIIHEN 3a00ToM. C 3TuMm Onerom y Te€0si cepbe3HO?

— Her, oH TOnBKO 10 cepe/iHbI aBrycTa B MOCKBe, Tak 4TO OTOM pa30eKUMCs, — HEMHOTO
ycnokounack KpucTuHa, XoTsi pa3roBop ¢ DuiaroBbiM Ha TAaKyK IIEKOTJIMBYIO TEMYy ObUT €i
HENPUITEH, — OH MpHUeXal K OHOKYPCHUKY. Y TOTro poaurtenu B MockBe.

— C uuM xuBet? U ero ponurensimu? — BuTanuky coBCeM HEe MOHPABUJICS OTBET MAaJIbIIIKH.
He ta oHa aeByllKa, ¢ KOTOPOMl 3aBOJAT TakWe CKOpoTeuHble pomaHbl. OH yenet B cBou Ilutep, a
yT0 OyneT ¢ koTeHkoM? dunaroB He aymal, yTo ckaxu Kpuc, uro y Hux ¢ OJIeromM cepbe3Ho, eMy
HE MOHPABUIIOCH ObI OOJIBIIIE.

— C HUM, a pOAUTENH HA Jaye JIETOM, — a 3TO yke DunaroBa OTKpOBEHHO Hampsmio. J[Ba
MapHs B CBOOOIHOM KBapTUPE, IO CBOEMY C TeMOl OMbITY, 3HaJ, BO UTO 3TO MOKET BBUIUTKCA.

— Jlaneko ux xkBaptupa?

— Burt, uto 3a gompoc? MHe eme aapec ckazarb? — BCIHbUIMJIA JAEBYIIKA, U JOBOJBHO
ITPOMKHU BOIIPOC TYT kK€ BEPHYJI €1 BHUMaHuEe afMUHHUCTparopa. KareprHa HETOBOJIBHO NTOKadaia
rojioBoii, 1 KpbuioBo# mpunuioch CHOBa HallETIUTh Ha ce0s yIbIOKY.

— DTO HE Mpa3JaHOe JIIOOOMBITCTBO, KOTEHOK. ECIM ThI 3a1epKUIILCA U TBOM Oparell CHOBa
BCITBUIUT, 51 €r0 YCIIOKOK), CKa3aB, YTO Thl B TAKOM-TO pallOHE U CKOpO Oynenb, — Duaros ymen
yoenuts. [lneBars eMy ObUTO Ha BOJIHEHUS TeMbl, eMy caMOMY HYXHO ObLJIO 3HaTh, TJI€, €CJIU UTO,
HMCKaThb ATy HECHOCHYIO JeBYOHKY. KpucTmHa 3akarmiia 1iasza, HO BbUIOKHWIa Buty anapec
ponutenein Hukutel. KBapTupy ¢ mogpe3noM He HaszBaja, HO 3TO yxke Menouu. [loBenack.
[ToBepuia eMy, — Tak 4TO 3aKyCKH HE HAJI0, @ BOT I'PEUKA C KOTJIETAMHU Ha BTOpOE mouaer. IIutp
Oymy UMOMPHBINA TUMOHA/I, ¥ TIOTOPOIUTECH C TIOIaUeii: Y MEHsI HEJOITHUI TIepEPhIB.

Kpuctuna 3abpana MeHIO M Mocnenmia HepeAarh 3aka3 Ha KyxHio. Bpome Obl pasroBop
MpOoILeNT CIIOKOMHO, HO JIEBYHIKY BCE€ PaBHO UYTO-TO TPEBOKMJIO, TOJBKO OHAa HUKAaK HE Morva
MOHSITh, YTO UMEHHO.

Kak u xoren Aprem, B cy0OOTy yrpoMm mepen TeM, kak nosecTu Kpuc Ha cBumanue Ouer
3amien 3a Hel poMoid. Kak O0b1 HU xoTenock KpbuloBy-crapieMy, NapeHb ObUT BIOJHE NPUATHBIM U
Cpa3y CTaj0 NOHATHO: OH IIOJHAs IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOCTBIO eMy M Bury. Ilpunuiock ormycTuth
CBOET0 KOTE€HKA C 3TUM OJIOHAMHUCTHIM XaxaneMm. Kpuctuna norenoasna Opara B IIEUKY U 32 PYKY
yBena Onera co cmoTrpuH. KoHeuHo ke, oHa He mpeaynpenuiia Temouky, 4To He coOupanach
BO3BpalAThCs HA HOUb, HO 00 3TOM penmia coooumts emy CMCkoil BeuepoM.



ApTeM pBall U MeTaJ, KOTJia MOJIy4rJl COOOIIIEHUE OT CECTPhI, UTO OHA BEPHETCS 3aBTPa yTPOM,
a cJeJ0M BTOpPOE, YTOOBI HE CMEJI HUYETO BhIrOBapUBarh, BEJb OHA B3pOCiasi U MOXKET HE HOUEBATh
JoMa, eciu 3axouer. TeMa Tyt ke HaOpan dunaroBa U nomnpocui npuexarb. [1o Tenedpony Huuero
OOBSCHSITH OH HE CTaJjl, TOJIbKO HACTONYUBO TBEPIUJI MOTOPOIIUTHCS.

Uto-To Butanuky nojackasbiBajgo, 4To Takoe MOBEJACHUE Jpyra cBsizaHO ¢ cecTpulieil. M kak
OBl OH CcTapaJiCsl HA yMaTh O €€ nmapHe — He BbIxoAuia0. @ UiIaToB MUYaJIics TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO
OBLTO BO3MOKHO, HapyIliasi BCEBO3MOXKHBIE MPABIIIA U TUTIOS Ha MITpadbl, 4TO OH MOJIYUHT.

— Ocranace Ha HOYb Y Hero, — cxofy coobumn Tema, — naxke He mo3BoHuia. [lpucnana
cooOIeHre, 4ToObl HE CMENl Ha Hee 3a 3TO pyrarbcs. Bi3pocnmad. OnsaTe ckaxellb, YTO 3TO
HOPMAJIBHO?

®unaroB HUUETO HE OTBEeTWI. OH MOIYa pa3BEpHYICS U yeld, ocTaisas KpbuioBa B MOJTHOM
Henoymenuu. U uyto sto Obuo? Jlpyr HasbiBaercs? Jlyunmii? ApreM penmii, 4to MomoOHas
BbIXO/IKa BuTanuka ropopuiia 0 TOM, 4YTO €MY HaJ0€JIO BBICIYIIMBATh NpuuuTanus npo Kpuctuny.
3a 3TO OH pa303JuiIcs Ha Jipyra. Tema He JoraabiBalcs, 4To BUT yxe pBaHyl 110 aapecy, KOTOPBI
Ha3BaJla €eMy MaJIbIIIKA.

Bce Obuto Tak, xkak mianupoBas Oner: yXuH, QuiabM U noctenb. OHU CMOTpPENU KaKyro-TC
[JIYIIYIO KOMEIHIO, CMBICI KOTOPOM NOTEPsUICA TAe-TO Ha TPEThEHM PACCTETHYTOM ITYTOBUYKE.
bnuxe k punany Kpuc yxe cuzaena y mapHs Ha KOJIECHSX.

— Hano nanucate 6paty, — pa3pbiBas MOIeNyid, MpoIenTaia OHa.
— Thl eme He ckazana? — ynuBuics OJer, 4yBCTBYS BIOJIHE OIIPAaBJaHHOE BOJIHEHUE.
— Her. Ceituac cknHy cooOllieHre, a Thl TOKa UM B CHIATIBHIO.

KpbutoBa mpekpacHo 3Hasa, Kak OyneT 37MuThes Tema, MOdTOMY cpa3y, Kak OTIpaBuiia
COOOIIeHMS, OTKIIIoUMIIa MOOUIBHUK. Ee Onexek yxe ®aall, ¥ oHa He coOupasiach J0JITO MYYHUTh
napHs. MenneHHo, miAag eMy B mia3za, KpuctuHa cTsiHyna ¢ ce0st pyoaliky U 10004Ky, KOTOpas
0c000 HUYEro HEe MPUKpPHIBATa, OCTABIIMCh B OIHOM KpyXeBHOM Oenbe. OHa 3Hala, 4TO €My
HPaBUTCH. ..

Oner ObU1 ee eqUHCTBEHHBIM 110 Burtanuka. KpucTtuHa uMckpeHHE Bepuiia, UYTO KOIJa OHA
cHoBa nepecnuT ¢ OJIeKEKOM, BOCHOMUHAHUS O TOM pa3e ¢ OuinaroBbM MOOJEKHYT, HO BBIXOIUIIO
C TOYHOCTHIO HaoOOpoT. Kak B IMIKOJBHBIE TONbl, WHUIIMATUBY NPHUHsUIA JIEBYIKA, a IapeHb
pacciiabJeHHO TOMYMHUIICS, TOJAbKO Tenepb Kpuc 3to He ycTpauBasio. Eif XoTenoch 4yBCTBOBATh
MYXXCKYIO cuily, HO OJer He MOT 3TO J1aTh, JaXe, Korja OblI CBEpXy. B oTinuMe OT 3TOMCTUYHOTO
Buta, cmioms monoxuTenbHbd Onexek aymMal B MEPBYIO O4Yepesb OO0 YIOBOJIBCTBHHU CBOEH
J€BOYKH, HO JIaXK€ KOTJa OH HACTOWYMBO TbITaCS aAoBecTn Kpuc g0 opraszma, ee MBICIH OBLIH O
Burtanuu.

— IIpoctu. Uto-To He Tak? — He Bblepkas OJer, MOHUMAasl, YTO OHA HE MOYKET KOHUUTD OT
OpaJIbHBIX JIACK, YETO paHblle ¢ KpucTuHON HE cily4aiocs.



— He 3Hato. Bce u3-3a Tyx0ThI... — OHA OTBEPHYIIACh, YTOOBI HE BUJIETH €TI0 MPOH3UTEIHLHOTO
B3IUIsIAa, — TPaxHU MEHs, a7

— Jlaxke Tak?.. — BOOMYIICBUJICS MapeHb, MPOKIAAbIBasl MOEIYSIMHU JTOPOXKKY CHU3Y BBEPX,
noka Kpuc He rmouyBcTBOBajIa Ha rydax CBOM BKYC.

Tak KOHYUTH TOXXE HE BBHINUIO, MpaBa CBIMUTUPOBATh ObUIO mpoie. Oner NpuTsHyI K cede
Kpuctuny, oHa ycrpouna y HEro Ha rpyad TOJIOBY M TNpPHKpbUIa miaza. Bor temeps, korma Bce
3aKOHYMJIOCh, €l ObUIO XOpomo. MoxkeT ObITh, MMEHHO 3TOr0 OHAa XOTE€Jla: BOT TaK BOT JIEXKAaTb
MocJjie ceKca, 4yBCTBys ceOst HyxHOU. A Ouier, iepedupas ee JIMHHBIC PYChIe BOJIOCHI, PA3MBIIUISII
0 TOM, KaK COXPAaHUTb UX OTHOLICHUS MOCJIE OTHE3/a.

— VY Tebs ObUT KTO-HHOYIB 32 3TOT ron? S B miaHe cexkca? — HEOXKUJIAHHO CIPOCUIT OH, U
JEeBYILKA XMYPO B3[JIAHY/IAa Ha JI00O0BHUKA, TAaK HEMIAAHO PA3PYILMBIIETO ATOT MPEKPACHBIA MOMEHT
HEKHOCTH.

— Outer, s He Oyny oTBeyarb! — €€ TOH ObLI TAKUM PE3KHM M XOJIOIHBIM, UTO MapeHb Cpa3y
JI0TaaJIcs O CBOEH OILIOIIHOCTH, HO TO, 4TO Kpuc ynua oT oTBeTa 3aJ1e710 CUIIbHEE.

— 3HAYUT OBUI, — 3aKJIFOYHJI OH.

— A y 1eb0s? — Bapyr nmouHTepecoBaiack KpucTtuHa, xenas ypoBHSTH CUET, BEIb Cpasy
MOHsJIA, 4TO onbiTa y Onera nonpudaBuIOCh, U BPSJ JIM OH TPEHUPOBAJICS HA PE3MHOBBIX KYKJIAX.

— Jla. I xaxxayro cpaBHUBAJI ¢ TOOOM. Bee mpourpeisamy.

— MwmM... OIBITHBIM CTaJI 3a T'OJI.

Kpuctune 06110 00MAHO, HO HE TOTOMY, 4TO OJIer ¢ KEM-TO CIaJl, BeJlb 10 CyTH OHU 00a ObUIH
cBoOOnHbI. Ee Ko pasnpaxan 3ToT pa3roBop. OHa BCKOYMJIA ¢ KPOBATH, HaJleJla TPYCUKH U CTajla
3aCTEruBaTh PYOAIIIKY.

— DM, THI KyAa? — MapeHb UCIyTaJics, YTO CUIBbHO obuaen Kpuctuny, u ero aeBodka ceitvac
yiJIeT, HO OBICTPO CcO00pa3mi, uTo JUGUUK OHA HE Hajiena, Ja U Ha TOCJIEIHEE METPO YK€ He
ycreBala.

— EcTb X04y, — He moBopaunBasch, kuHysiaa Kpuc, mojansia ¢ mosia 100Ky U MoIlUia Ha KyXHIO.

Ects Kpuctuna He xorena, HO ocTaBarhbesi ¢ Onerom He xorena emie Oonbie. OHa Hamuia
cebe CTakaH COKa M BBICYHYIAaCh B OTKPBITOE€ OKHO, YTOOBI BIOXHYTH IMPOXJIAJHBIA BEUEPHUU
BO3ayX. U crienana oHa 310 BOBpEMSI.

@WIIaTOB HE 3HAJ HHU MOABE3/Ia, HU HOMEpAa KBAPTHUPBL, HO 3TO HE MOIJIO €r0 OCTaHOBUTb.
[IpunapkoBaB MalMHy B CEpe/IMHE IBOPA, OH MoAdeKall K coOpaBIIEHCsl MOJIOAEKHU U CIPOCUIT TTPO
MApHsS, POAMTEIN KOTOPOTrO YyeXaJu Ha JIETO Ha Jady M celdac OH XuBeT ¢ ApyroMm. Kak u
CJIeIOBaji0 OXKHUAarTh, BuTa mpuHsSIM 3a UAMOTA, HO €ro 3TO He 3a00Twio. OH pelmmil JIFoObIM
CIIOCOOOM BBISICHUTH, TJI€ CeMuac ero KOTEHOK, MOoKa HEe MO3JHO0. BCIOMHMB JETCTBO, KOrJa OH
KpU4as Moj MOAbE3/I0M Jpyra, 4ToObl TOT IIeN TyIsiTh, Butranuii yxxe coOpajics 3aoparb UMs U
(baMIINI0 CBOEr0 KOTEHKAa, HO HE YCMes, MOTOMY YTO YBHJIET €€ B JIydaX 3aKaTHOTO COJIHIIA.
Bropoit noawesn, Tpetuit staxk. Homep kBapTHpbl OH BHICYUTAT OBICTPO.

— K10 »TO B Takoe BpCMSI? — HCIOBOJIbHO IIPOTrOBOPHJI OJ'IGI", HaTATHUBAasg OJOMaAIIHHEC



CIIOPTHUBHBIC IIITAHBI.

Ha 3Byk nomodona Kpuctuna BbICyHYIach U3 OKHA, HO HM3-3a MOABE3AHOTO KO3BIpbKa HE
yBHUJIeNa, KTO 3BOHUT. Manmny Buta ona He y3Hana.

— He otkpsiBaii! — kpukHysa oHa OJery, — Mbl HUKOT'O HE JIEM — 3HAa4UT, COCEIH.

— Xopomo, — otBeTws1 Oner W momomen K JEBYNIKE, 3allyCTUB PYKy €l B BOJIOCHI, —
MPOCTUIIb MEHS?

— Twt wanor, JlapuonoB, — yneiOHymack Kpuctuna, korga 3BOHOK qomMo¢OHA, HAKOHEI],
MIPEKPATHUIICS.

— Caenaeun Oyrepopon?
— A 161 HE OOHarIEN?

AtMocdepa pazpsaunace, yemy oba ObUTM HCKpeHHE paabl. Kpuc pemmna He MOPTUTH HX
HEJ0JITMe OTHOILEHUs ccopaMu. JTo He K yemy. OJer motymal, 4To BCe JIEN0 B YyBCTBAaX.

He3Banblil TOCTh TENEph TPE3BOHMI UX COCENIIM, HO pedsiTa He OOparviivi Ha 3TO BHUMAaHHS.
[Toxa Kpuctuna Hapesana konbacy, Oner HaOI0Aal 3a TUIABHBIM XOJ0M HOa MO0 HEXHO-PO30BOU
“JlokTopckoi”, Butanuk, kak cymMacie i 6exan mo gectaure. XKnate nudt, 9To0bI J0€XaTh 110
TpeTbero, oH He Mor. CaMoMy ObICTpee.

— Tebe ¢ yepHbiM unu OaroHoM? — copocuia Kpuctuna, Ho orBeT OuJiera cMmemanics ¢
TPEJIBIO IBEPHOTO 3BOHKA.

B3wepomennsiii Bua OJIOHIWHA, OTKPHIBIIETO ABepb, DHIaToBy coBCeM He moHpaBuiics. He
HY>KHO OBITh 9KCTPACEHCOM, YTOOBI TOHUMATh, UTO OH BBITSHYJI 3TOT0 MOJIOKOCOCA U3 MOCTEIIH.

— I'ne ona? — ornuxuyB Onera, Butanuili BBAJIMIICS B MPUXOXKYHO, INIE€ KaK pa3 MOKa3aliach
B3BOJIHOBaHHasi Kpuctuna, — naem!

— Te1?! Tol uTO TYT...

— MWnem, ckazan! — psaBkHyn @OuUiIaroB W OKUHYI MOPEHEOPEKUTEIHHBIM B3IVISIIOM
HegoyMeBaromero Onera, — eciii He MO-XOpoUleMy — Hauyully MOpAy TBoemy Pomeo u cuioii
BBIBETY.

— XuBorHoe! — nponenuna Kpucrtuna.

— To1 kTO Takoi? Mos AeByilka ¢ TOOOM HUKyAa He monaer! — onomHuiics OJier U 3aKpbul
coboit Kpuctuny, Ho ®unaros, KOTOpbIN ObLT B JIBa pa3a CUJIbHEE MapHs, CXBAaTUII €T0 3a TPYIKHU U
YK€ XOTeJ 3aeXaTh Kak CIEAYeT MO ero aHTeJIbCKOM MOpAallike, Kak BMemainack Kpucrtuna.

— Xopomo, g noigy, Tonbko Onera He Tporail! — OHa B3IIIHYJA HAa CBOErO MapHSA U
BUHOBATO MOJkaja ry0y, HO MHaYe MOCTYMHUTh HE MOIJIA, MOTOMY YTO 3TO TOYHO KOHUMJIOCH OBl
Ipakoi, — Bce HopMaiibHO. OH OoT Moero Opata. Tema cuiibHO pazoznuiics Ha Mou CMCku.

— [ToToM 0OBSACHUIILCS CO CBOUM HEJJOHOCKOM.

Kpuctuna, ucnomynoObsi B3MIssIHYB Ha Bwutanus, co Bcell ocTaBielcss B HEH TOPAOCTHIO
pa3BEPHYJIACh U NTONUIA B CIIAIBHIO.



— Jlaneko coOpanach? — HaroHsisi JEBYIIKY U pa3BopaunBas kK cebe, cripocusi Dunaros.
Tonpko cerlyac OH 3aMETWJI TO, YEro He BUIEI B TeMHOM npuxoxeu. [lox mosmympo3padnon
pyoatkoit Kpuctunsl He ObUIO O€lbsl, U 3aTBEPACBIIME COCKUA COOJIA3HUTENIBHO APAa3HUIN CBOUMHU
TOPOIIMHAMH.

— 3a BemaMu. Y MEHsSl TaM CyMKa, — HE 3aMETHUB HallpaBieHus B3nsAa Buranus, Kpuctune
KMBHYJIA Ha CNIAJIBHIO. BUT €€ OTIyCcTHII, HO MOIIEN CJIEIOM.

CxpecTuB Ha Tpylyd pyKH, My>K4rHa HaOII0Aa 32 TEM, KaK MaJIbIIIKa COOMPAET B CYMOUKY CO
CTOJIa CBOM 3aKOJKU. OH OKHHYI B3IJISIIOM KOMHATY M Cpa3y K€ HATKHYJICS Ha MCIIOJb30BAHHBIN
Mpe3epBaTUB, BaJstONMiics Ha nony. CBuHapHUK. [IpuToH.

— Kak nutoxa, — mporeinii oH.

— Yrto? — Kpuc oneumna ot takoro 3aseieHus. Komy yronno, Ho He ®uaaroBy roBOPUTH
Takoe. Jla mocyie Toro, 4To cAeai C HEW OH...

— T'oBOp1O, KaK 1UTI0Xa BRITIAUIIb. FOOKa J10... KXM, — OH C TPYJOM CAepKaji rpy0oe CI0BO.
Bce-Taku He MOT Tak BBIPa3UTHCS MPU KOTEHKE, Kak Obl HU 3JIMIICS, — JAa elle 0e3 0enbs. CHUChKU

BCE HAPYXKYy.

Kpuctruna onyctuna B3NISIA U TYT K€ NpUKpbUIach. OHA pacTEPSIHHO OCMOTpENIa KOMHATYy U,
YBUJIEB CBOU TU(PUUK MOTAHYJIACH 32 HUM.

— OTBepHHUCH, — KHHYJA OHA.

— Oii, na gero s TaM He BUEN, — pa3o3nuics Ounaros, MedTarOUMii OCKOpee yOpaThes U3
ATOro Mecra. Ero BOpOTHIIO OT MBICIIH, YTO COBCEM HEJABHO €r0 MAJBIIIKYy IPAMO 31ECh, HA 3TOU
noctenu. Ho Gomnbinie oH 3mmuicst Ha cels1, 9To omo3nain. XoTs HeT. Tema. Mor Obl cpa3y cka3arTh.
Eme mo Tenedony, on Obl HE TpaTUI CTOJILKO BpeMeHH Ha Aopory 10 KpsiioBa u cpa3y moexan Obl
3a Hert. I Kpuctuny, u Butanus nepenonsiia Takas 3710CTh, 4To 00a 3a0bu1u 00 Osere. A oH Obl
PSIOM U BCE CIIBILIAIL.

— Yto 3HauuT BUAen? — BMmemancs 0aoHAnH, — KpucTtuHa, Tak 3TO ¢ HUM ThI?..

— Co MHOM, TaK 4TO Karuch B CBOM JIeHnHrpaa, — BuTanuk penmi, 4yTo TepATh EMY HEUETO.,
a TaK OH TOYHO OTBAJUT 3TOr0 HENOAEIAHHOTO POMEO OT CBOETO KOTEHKA.

Kpuctuna momuana. Eit Ob10 6e3ymHO 00maHO. UTO XK€ OHA cheiaja 3TOMY 4epToBy Buty’
3a 4uro oH Tak ¢ Her? Teneps eme u Oner. IToce 3Toro oHa eMy 1 B I71a3a IOCMOTPETh HE CMOJKET.
He >xenast HU CeKyHJIbI 3/IeCh OCTaBaThCsl, OHA YOopasna Ju(UYuK B CyMOYKY U MOJIYa MONUIa K ABEPH.
JloBostbHBIN coO0i DuaaToB rop0 MOCiIeA0BaT 3a HEM, IO MyTH C CUJION ynapuB miedoM Orera.

Ha nposnere Mex iy BTopbiM U TpeTbuM Kpurctuna Hanena Ha cebs muduuk. Celiuac el ObUIo
IJIeBarb, JaXe eclid KTo-HuOynb yBuauT. Kyma Oonbine yHmxkeHuid? HaOmromas 3a Tem, Kak
cTapareabHO KOTEHOK HATATHBAJI Ha ce0s 3TOT YEPTOBCKH COOJA3HUTENBHBIN KYCOYEK KPYXKEBa,
IPUTOTOBIICHHBIN At Apyroro, Butanuky crano ee »xaib. OH Bce ellle HE MpU3HABaJ, YTO 3TC
PEBHOCTB, CBATO BEPsI B OpaTCKyro 3a00TY, HO TEMEPh 3JI0CTh CTalla KaK-TO MEHBIIIE.

— KOTGHOK, s HC PACCKaAXKy TGMC, 4TO Yy BaC yXKC€ BCC OBUIO... — CHOBa MSTKO 3arOBOPHUII
q—)I/IJIaTOB, HO TOJIBKO KpI/ICTI/IHa, B OTJIMYUC OT HCTO HC CIICIIMIIa MCHATH THECB HA MUJIOCTD.



— Sl cama emy ckaxy. [IycTp 3HaET, 9TO €ro MiIaIas cecTpa CIuT ¢ MapHIMH. bbut Obl yMHEe
— cam noranancs Obl. M kak oH cranm agBokarom?.. A ThI? — OHa MOBepHYIach Kk Burtanuio u
XMBIKHYJIa, — ThI 3a4eM Jie3emb? Tol MHe He Opat! Thl BooOIe MHe HuKTO! I'1e Tema?

Kpuctuna Obuta yBepeHa, uto Opar >kAeT ux Ha ynuile. HaBepHsika pBeT U MedeT, IO3TOMY
But He myctui ero k Onery. JIBa npuaypka! Kak e oHa nX HEHaBUIENA.

— Jloma Aptem. OH He 3HaJI, KyJa g moexajl, — BBIIUIO KaK-TO BUHOBATO.

Kpucrtuna sapyr B3aporayna. Onud. Tema He 3Hai. 3HauuT, 3TO0 Buty He Bce paBHo. Ho Kpuc
OBICTPO OCO3HAJIa, YTO ITOTO HE MOXKET ObITh Tak. O0KIa U pa3oyapoBaHUE CHOBA B3sUIU BEPX.

— Tloexanu, oTBe3y nomMoi, — DuUIATOB HE CIella CHYCTUJICA Ha MPOJIET U XOTeNl OOHATH
Kpuctuny, HO eByIlKa JepHYIACh OT HETO, KaK OT IIPOKAXKEHHOTO.
— He Tporaii mens. S BbI30BY Takcu, — OBICTpO mepedupas KabiydKkamu, OHa MoOexana

BHU3, YBCPCHHAA, YTO HU 3a YTO HC IMOCACT C BI/ITaJ'H/IKOM, HO €ro MHEHHE OBLIO APYIruM.

OH forHal ee MpsAMO MOCPETU ABOPA, MTOIXBATUB 3a Oenpa, MePEeKUHYII Yepes3 IIeU0 U TOHEC K
MallMHe, He oOpalias BHUMaHUs Ha €€ BOTLIH.

— D#, MyXUK, a Hy TIyCTU JEBYIIKY, — C3aAu K BUTy mojormien mapeHb U3 KOMIIAHWH, Y
KOTOpPO¥ OH MHTEPECOBAJICS PO KBapTUpy HUKUTHIL.

— He ne3b, — orpeiHyics Butanuk u 3a0J0KHpOBall IBEPH MAIMHBI, KaK TOJBKO YCAIMII
OYHTYIOILIETO KOTEHKA.

— Tb1 HE OHST?

— OHa Mos MyIajias cecTpa, KOTOpYIo TYT Tpaxalsl OiuH ypo.l. Bompocs! ecTb?

— Her, npoctu, Apyr, — napeHb NOAHSIT PYKHU B )KECTE MOPAKEHUS U YIIET K CBOUM.

duatoB 3aBesl JIGHJ poBep M Jai 3aJHUN XOI, 4YTOOBI BblexaTh u3 JBopa. Kpucrtuna
BHHUMATEJIBLHO 3a HUM HaOII01a1a, MeuTast XOTh KaK-TO 32 BCE OTOMCTHTb.

— Kakoi1 xe 1ol rag! — npoumriena oHa, — MOXKET, Cpa3y B MOHACTBIPb JOCTABUIIb?

— T"ax, HO TeOe OBITH NITIOXOM, HE MMO3BOJII0, — OTYECKAHMUJII KaXJI0€ CJIOBO BuT.

— He cwmeii Tak MeHst Ha3bIBaTh! — B30opBasiach Kpuctnna, — Te0s He KacaeTcs TAE 5 U C
keM. He TBoe cobaune aenno. Kak cam Mor yoenuThes, sl IaBHO YK€ HE JIEBCTBEHHHUIIA.

— OH nocrapaics? — BuTtanuil BepKan ra3y, 1 MallliHa C BU3TOM BbUIETEIIA HA IIOCCE.

— Ha, Oner, — ropno 3asBuna Kpuc, HO He 3aMeThIIa, KaK CUIIbHO, BUT CxKal pylib, UTO TaXeE
KOCTSIIIKH MaJIbLEB ITOOEIIEITH.

— OcTanbHOMY TOX€ ¢ HUM Hayuyujach? PToM paboTaenis HEII0X0, — OH PENMJ OTILIATUTh
el Toil e MoHeTou. [IpuunHsAsS Takylo *e HEeCTepNnUMYyI0 0O0Jb CBOMMH PEIUIMKAMU, KakK Jieala
OHa.

— TBapp! — KpuctuHa co Bceld CUiIbl TOJKHY/IA MApHS, @ OH PE3KO Pa3BEpHYJICA K HE, MO
VHEPLHUU BBIBOPAYNUBAs PYJib.
— But! — 3aBonmna neBylKa, KOrga MOHsJIA, YTO WX MallMHA MYHUTCS Ha JIOPOXKHOE

OTpa)kaACHUC.



®dunaroB pe3ko coOpascs, BRIBEpHYI pylb U Ha)al Ha TOPMO3, HO MallMHY MOBEJIO 3a/I0M.
Eme HeMHOrO, 1 B HUX BbeXall Obl KPacHBIM BHEJOPOKHUK. BuTanuii ctan BeIBOpauyuBaTh pyib B
APYTyI0 CTOPOHY, YTOOBI N30€KaTh CTOJKHOBEHHUSI, HO aBTOMOOUIIb BBIHECIIO Ha BCTpeuky. M cHoBa
B JIpyryto, HampaBo. Topmos. CrnumkoM no3aHo. VX BeIHECHO ¢ AOpOrd B HEOOJIBIIONW KIOBET, HO
ATOTO XBaTUJIO, YTOObI MalllMHA MEPEBEPHYIAcCh. B TOT MOMEHT OH JyMall TOIBKO O KOTE€HKE U
3aKpbUI ee co00M. ToNIbKO HEe MoCTpaiail, KOTEHOK.

I'maBa 4

Kpuctuna npunuia B ceds B OonpHUIEe. PsjoM ¢ Koiikoi cupaen OnemHbId, kKak Men, Tema u
JeprKall ee MaJICHbKYIO PYdUKy. I 0J10Ba pacKalbIBalach M OY€Hb XOTEJIOCH ITUTh.

— Temouka, — mpolenTaia JeBylka M yiablOHynack. OT mpoluiod oOujsl Ha Opara He
ocTanoch u ciena. Bee Bapyr ctano TakuMm HeBaXKHBIM. Bee, kpoMe xu3Hu — ee u Bura.
— Kotenok, HakoHelr npocHyaack. [loMHUIIB, 9TO CITy4UIIOCH?

Kpuctuna mnomHuUiIa AOpory, KpWUKH, 3JI0CTh U o0uay, a moToMm cTpax. Ilepen mmazamu
JIENCTBUTENBHO, KaK 00 3TOM TOBOPST B KHMHO, MpOIUIAa BCA XW3Hb. BU3r TOpM0o30B, U MalmMHa
BbUIeTENa ¢ gopord. OHa BOT-BOT IepeBepHETcs, HO Burtamuk Tak OBICTPO CyMesl OTCTErHYTE
peMenb 0e3onacHocTu. OH 3akpbul coboit Kpuctuny. Cnac.

— But? Uto ¢ Butom? — niepemnyraiace JIeBylIKa.
— VY 3TOro uavoTa CUJIbHBIC yIIMOBI M TEpPEIoM... HOTH. BOT Kak Tak MOXHO CJIOMAarh
Hory? — Tema BCKOYMJI CO CTYya, CTall MPOXaKUBAThCA IO TMaJiaTe, MPUYNUTAas, KaKOH HEMyTeBbIN

€ro Jpyr.

Ha camom nene KpbuioB 0bu1 6e3ymMHO Hamyrad. OkoJ1o yaca Ha3aj eMy O3BOHMIIN U CKa3aly,
YTO JYYIIMI JIPYTr U cecTpa pa30MINCh HAa MalMHE, Ha3Bajlu aJpec OOJbHUIIBL, HO B TOAPOOHOCTHU
He mocBetuin. Cam He cBOM, OH TyT ke mnpumuaics. K cuacTeio, Bce obOomnuioch. Burtamuk
paccka3zail, yTo 3abpan KpuctuHy, HO o yTH He cnpaBWiICs ¢ yrpasieHueM. OH He YIIOMSHYI HU
npo Oera, HU PO CCOPY, HA MIPO TO, YTO 3aKPBUI MAJBIIIKY cOO0K. BUT cam /10 KOHIIa HE TOHS,
KaK 3TO BbIIUIO. Pedekc kakoii-To.

Korna manmua nepeBepHylnach, UM IOMOIJIM BOAWUTENM Apyrux MaummH. [lapeHp Obul B
CO3HAHUMU, XOTs UCTEKAJl KPOBbIO, a JIEBYIIKA yAapUiIach r0JIOBOM U OTKIIIOUMIIACh. MEeIUKU CKOPOH
YBEpUJIIM, UTO HUYETO cTpaiHoro ¢ KpuctuHoi HeT, U ckopo oHa npujaet B ceds. CoTpsiceHue, HO
BCe 0001UI0Ch. A BOT Butanuky nponucaiy noCTeNbHBIA PEKUM.

— Her, npyr, s TyT He ocTtanychk. He nepeHoiry O0NbHULIBI, — PEIMTENBHO 3asBUII OH.

— TeOs He BBIMUIIYT TaK OBICTPO, — TMOKavas TojoBor Tema, XoTs caM MPEeKpacHO MOHUMAT
Bura, cam ObI 371€Ch HE OocTaics.

— Jlo yrpa nponep:xar, a Tam o COOCTBEHHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, — D UIIaTOB MOMOPUIIICS
oT 00JI1, HO BCE K€ Cell.

— Torma yrpoM mpueny 3a o0ouMu, — B3A0XHYI KpbuioB, misas Ha mydeHust Burtamus, —



KOTEHKa TOXe JI0 yTpa HE OTIYCTST.

— Wm K HEeH, a TO IPOCHETCS OHA, UCITYTaeTCsl.

— Cmacu6o0. 3a cectpy. Jlyman, Tbl penmil CMBIThCS, KOTJIa BBIOEKAJ OT MEHs, a Thl 3a HEH
rmoexall.

— Hy He Opocarb xe pebeHka HOUYBIO y MapHs, — ycMexHyics dunaroB. OH crnenuaibHO
Ha3Basl Kpuc peOeHkoMm, uToObl ApTeM HU B KOEM Cllydae HE MOHsJI, YTO Ha caMOM Jejie UM
neurano. OH eme cebe B ATOM HE MPU3HAJICSA U YK TeM OoJjiee He MO3BOJIUT Teme joraaarbcs
MEPBOMY.

— PebGenok. Hukakoit ona Oonblille He peOCHOK, — C J0Caol mpom3Hec ApTeMm, CKopee
yTBepkaas 3To At ceos. CoBceM He XOTeJIOCh BEPHUTh, YTO KOTCHOK M MpaBja cTajla KOIMIECYKOM.

— Wnmm, namaii, K Hel, — HEJOBOJBbHO MaxHyl BHT, He kenarommid BUIETH Hepes coOoit
MenanxoJsinio Kpeuiosa.

VY Aprema pa3pbIBajoch cepjile, IsAs Ha CBOIO cecTpeHKY. UToObl OHa HM roBOpuWiia, AJIs
HETr0 OCTAHETCS MAJICHbKOM JEeBOYKOWM, O KOTOpoil OH Oymer 3aboTuthesi. KpuctuHa uyTh
NOMOPIIMJIA HOCUK M TaK COBCEM HallOMHMWJIA KOTeHKa. CKOpo OHa mpocHeTcs, U Opar Oyaer
psaoM. OH B3sJ1 €€ MAJIEHBKYIO PYUYKY, JIETKO IMOLEJIOBal U, CJIOBHO CKa3o4Has npuHiecca, Kpuc
OTKpbLUIA IJ1a3a.

— TeMka, He x04y TYT OCTaBarbCs, — 3acKynuia Kpucrtuna, Korna y3Haia, 4To € IpUIeTcs
HOYEBATH B OOJILHUIIE.

— Kak Bur, npsmo. Toxe nomon pBeTcs, — yCMEXHYJICS IapEHb.

— A 11e oH? — cnpocuna KpucTHHaA CIUIIKOM B3BOJHOBAHHO W TYT K€ 3aKycuja ryoy,
0051Ch, 4TO BblAANIA ce0s, HO TeMka HUYEero He 3aMEeTHIL.

— Yepes aBe manarsl OT TBoeH. TobKo eMy BOOOIIE BcTaBarh B OMKaWIME TTapy HEJEIb HE
MOJIy4UTCA. ECIIM TOMBKO C KOCTBUISIMH.

— Bwurtanuk MeHsi coOoW 3akpbUl, KOrna MalMHa C JOpOTH CclieTeNa, — IMpollenTana
Kpuctuna, ona Obuia yBepeHa, uto Temouka 00 3TOM 3HAET, HO BCE PABHO PEIlIa CKa3aTh.
— CepbesHo?

Aprem ObUT mOpa)keH MOCTynkoMm japyra. OH HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBajics, uyTo PDuiaros
MOCTYNUJI TaKk pagu UX JIPYKObl M JOOBU K KOTEHKY... Oparckoil jdro0OBu. [loka eme Kpbuios-
CTaplMi HE JOTaJbIBaJCS O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAWIO MEXIY 3TUMH JBYyMsl, HO ObITh B HEBEICHUU
€My OCTaBaJOCh HE TaK JIOIT0, Kak aymanu Kpuctuna u Buranui.

Oty Houb M KpbuioBa, u @unaros nposenu B 6onbHULE. Haxomsch B KAaKUX-TO Mapy ECATKOB
METPOB APYr OT JApyra, OHU 00a He MOINIM HalTU cebe mecTa. ApTeM yexall TOMOW U JIOJIKEH ObUI
BEpHYThCS YTpOM. JlexypHble Bpauu YIUIM B OPJMHATOPCKYIO, MU Ha BCEM JTa)K€ BOLIAPUIIACH
TUIIMHA.

He B cunax tepnets 10 yrpa, Kpuctrna Bctana ¢ komMku u nouuia Kk Butaie. ['osoBa Bee emie
Oorena, HO NIEByIIKa ObLIa yBEpeHa, YTO KaK yBUIWT, 4TO ¢ BuUTOM Bce B mopsake, 3Ta 00Jb

YTUXHCT. OH HUKaK HE O0XKHAAJ, YTO OHA ABUTCH B CI'0 IIaJIaTy ITOCPCIN HOYM.

— Kotenok? Tbl uero Tyr? — yaIuBWIICA OH, pa3lIsbIBasi XPYNKyl0 (UTYpPKY, 3aCTHIBIIYIO B



TIBEPSIX.

— VY3Harh x0Tena, Kak Thl? — OHA BCE )K€ PEIIMIIACH 3alTH U IaXKE CEJa HA CTYII Y €r0 KOMKH,
YTO MAapHIO CTAJO BAPYr oueHb npuaro. Jla. Omars Oparckas cummnarus. JIrobumoe ompaBmaaHue
duitatosa.

— HopMasibHO, TOJIBKO clieTKa B JIB)KEHUSIX orpaHudeH. A ThI? ['onoBa 60auT? ApTrem
CKazaJl, y TeOsI COTpsICEHHUE.

— Cnaboe, Tak uto HecTpaiHo. Ho rosmosa 6oyuT.

— Jlo cBajp0BI 3aKUBET, — YCMEXHYJICS ITAPEHb, U OHU 00a 3aMOT4aIIHu.

Bpone Ob1 X KOHQUIMKT BCE ellle 0CTaBajICs Hepa3pelmieHHbIM, HO 000UM OOJIbIIe HE XOTEIOCh
3JIIUTHCA. BOT TOJIBKO KaKk MOMUPUTHCS, OHU HE 3HAIU. [lepBas 3aroBopuiia Kpbeuiosa:

— Cnacu00, 4TO 3aropoIuI MEHS.

— He Onarogapu, koTeHOK. ThlI JTydilie MEHSI TPOCTH, YTO 3a JIOPOTOM HE YCJIEAWII... Ja U 3a
TO, YTO HATBOPUJI C ’TUM MTAPHEM TOXKE.

— JlaBaii 3a0ynem? — BApYr npennoxuina Aesymika. Ceilyac, Kak el Ka3ajaoch, ObUT Ty4IUi
MOMEHT Ha4yaTh HOBYIO *U3Hb. OHU 00a 3aHOBO POJUIIUCH, 4 3HAYUT, MOTYT OCTABUTh MIPOILIOE.

— Wner, — ynpiOHyncs But, mymasi COBEpIIEHHO O TOM e, — JIPY3bsi?

KpI/ICTI/IHa HCOAOBCPUYMUBO ITOCMOTPCIIA HA €TI0 IIPOTAHYTYIO PYKY, HO BCC K€ OXOTHO €€ ITOKaJId.
Onm o0a He IMPpU3HAJIUCh, YTO IIPCAIIOHIN OBI CKPCIIUTH YIOBOP IIOLCIIYEM, 4 HC PYKOIIOXKATUCM, HO
ITYCTB IIOKa BCC OCTACTCA TaK.

Tem Bpemenem Aptem KpwuioB yxke Bce mpoayman. OH penmi nepeBe3Ty k cede dunarona,
MoKa TOMY TpeOoBajicsi yXxoa. B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO Takas MajJoCTh B CPaBHEHHHU C TE€M, 4YTO OH
caenan ajas KoTeHka. Tema yOpasn CBOIO cHajdbHIO, CHOBA IOCTEINI ce0e B TOCTUHOM, a /il Burta
IIPUTOTOBHJI CBOIO KpoBaTh. Kak okazanock, KpucTrHa Tok€e HE MMENIa HUYEro MPOTUB Mepee3aa, u
Butanuii o6ocHoBasics B TeMuHo# criaibHe.

[locne aBapun Kpuc ganu Hegento O0JI-HUYHOIO, HO Ha paboTe ee *aaTh He cTaiu. Bee paBHO
J€BYOHKA ObLIa HA UCHBITATEILHOM CPOKE, TaK YTO MPOCTO HAILIU €l 3aMeHy. KpbuioBa, KOHEUHO,
paccTpomIach M Jaxe HaMepeBanach UCKaTh APYroe MeCTo, HO ApTeM HacTOsJI Ha TOM, YTOOBI OHA
OCTajach JioMa.

— Caymaii, But cam He cnopaBnsercs. Cupaenky HaHuUMarb... JlaBail Thl 3a HHUM
NPUCMOTpPHIIb, a 51 TeOe MIaTUuTh Oymy, — IpeAIoKuI napeHb, Ho Kpuc Tonbko oOujenach Ha
TAKOE 3asIBJICHUE.

— S 3a HUM TIpUCMOTPIO U 0€3 TBOUX JICHET, a Ha PabOTy YCTPOIOCh TOTOM, KOTJIa OH ChEJIET.

— Bot ymHuna.
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[Toka Kpuctuna yyBcTBOBasna ceOs HEBaXXHO, ee 3abota 0 Burte cBoamiach K roTOBKE, HO
yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JHEH, KOTJa TOJIOBHBIE OOJIM MPOINIH, OHA IMOMOraja €My OleBaTbCs, yompasa
KOMHATy U BoAuJia B nyll. KOHEYHO, TOJIBKO 10 ABEPHU.

— Jlanblie y’x Kak-HUOY/Ib caMm.
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— Cnacubo, KOTEHOK.

VX OTHOLIEHUS CWIBHO W3MEHWINCh, U HE TOJBKO OTHOWIEHUA. M3meHmiics Burtamuk. Ow
MHOro paboTan U3 JoMa, a CBOOOIHOE BpeMs JII0OMI MpoBoauTh B oOmecTBe Kpuctunsl. Kak HU
CTpPaHHO, €ro He 0C000 TAHYIO Ha T'YISIHKH, XOTsI OH CKydall IO KU3HU 32 OETOHHBIMU CTEHAMU U
HE Mpoyb ObUI OBl MOCHAETh C NapHAMHM B Oape. Eie Oonee HENpPUBBIYHBIM JJIi HErO CTaJo
Bo37epkaHue. OKa3pIBaeTCsl, OH MOT CHOKOMHO MPOXKUTH 0€3 ceKca.

Kpuctuna, Tak e Kak U €€ MOJOIEUHBIN, TOUYTH BCE BpeMs IpoBoauia agoma. Orer yexan B
[Tutep, naxke He nomnpoimaBmch. O6 3ToM JeBylIKa y3Hana oT Huka, moToMy 4to ObIBIIMI MapeHk
3anec Homep KpbuioBoii B uepHbIi ciucok. OOuaHO, HO, BUAMMO, 3aCTyXKHUJIA.

B ToT Beuep, kak Kpuctuny 3abpanu, napeHb 0€3yMHO pa3o3iuics Ha JAeBylKy. [losBieHue
dutaroBa OH pacleHWJ TOJbKO Kak 3HaK ee Joku. ['oBopuia, 4yTto cBoOOAHA, a cama. Bumumo,
3aBesia B MOCKBeE 3TOro mpuaypka, a eMy He pacckaszana. Moxer ObiTh, Kpuc He paboTtaia BoBce, a
BMECTO ATOr0 nmocTpousia rpaduk oOmeHus ¢ HuMu ABymsi? Tem He MeHee, OTOHIMHA HE MTOKU1aln
TPEBOXXHBIE MBICIIH 32 KpUCTHHY, U OH pEIIMJI €l Halmucarb, TOJHKO COOOIIEHHUE TOMAaI0 JIPYroMy
MOJTy4aTeto.

Onexex:
«Ts1 goma? Hammuim, 4ToOBI s HE BoJIHOBaJICS. Hazieroch, 3TOT ypoa Tenephb JOBOJICHY.

CMC or Ognera npountan ApTeMm, MyTEM HEXUTPBIX JOTHYECKUX COOOPAKEHUN, OH PEILHI
4YTO «YpOIOM» MapeHb Ha3Bal e€ro, BeAb But 3abpan Kpuctuny uz-3a Opara. Pazo3nuBumce, oH
otnpaBui Onery oTBeT, B KOTOPOM B rpy0oii (hopMe MpOCHII OCTAaBUTh €ro B TIOKOE.

3a takoe Kpuctuna Ob1 CHOBa pa3o3nuiiachk Ha Opara, moaToMy Tema HUYEro €il He paccKazall.
A peByilka, TeM BpeMeHeM, cama obuaenach Ha Ouera. Jlaxke He BbICHyILANl, HE MOTOBOPWUII, HE
nonpomaics. Ho OnonauH 3anuman Mbici KpHUCTHHBI COBCeM He J0JIro, Kyna OoJibllie ee
BOoJIHOBaJI Burtanuk. Teneps, Korga OH KPYIIOCYTOYHO OBLI JI0Ma, OHAa ycrokouiack. He xenas
MpU3HABATHCSI caMoi cebe, 4TO 3TO TOJIbKO BpeMeHHO, Kpuc Hacnmaxaanach TeMm, 4To moka But
MIPUHAJICIKAN €1 OJTHOU.

— 51 mopoxkenoe npunecna. [llokonannoe, kak ToI M06uIB, — Kpuctuna 6e3 cTyka BoIUia B
KOMHATy, KakK Jiejana Bcerja JHeM, Bellb BUT paboTaeT u He MOXKET 3aHUMAThCS YEM-TO JTUYHBIM.

— KoTeHoK, y MeH4 JIefia, — HE OTPBIBASICh OT HOYTa, MPOrOBOPHUII TAPEHB.

— Otnoxu ux. bynem ectb Mmopoxxkenoe, — Kpuc 3abpanace Ha nmpokyro TemMuHy Kkposarb,
IJ€ pAIOM C 3a0MHTOBaHHBIM Butanmnkom morna Obl MOMECTUThCA Iienas pora conaar. OnHa
MOCTaBUJIA MTOJTHOC C MOPOKEHBIM MPSIMO Ha OJISSIIO U 3a0palia y mapHs HOYTOYK.

— Yto TH genaeumb? — BHUT mombITalicsi CXBaTUTh KOMIIBIOTEpP, HO KpucTuHa oOkaszanmacek
pacToponHee.
— Bceero nmsate munyt. K TOMy ke, MHE CKY4HO, — OHA CMEIIHO BBITSHY/IA HIDKHIOW TyO0y, U

Burtanuk He cMmor ed oTka3arb, TeM OoJjiee, 4TO caM 3TOro xoreil. He mopokeHoro, a OBITH C
Kpuctunoii. 3a6aBHasi, )ku3HEpag0CTHAS U 3a00TIMBAasi MaJbIIIKA BbI3bIBAJia B HEM CaMble TEILIbIC
YyBCTBAa, MpaBla, T'PSA3HBIC MBICIUIIKM Ha €€ CYET TaK HE MpOouUiM, HO PUIarToB CUCAI UX Ha



HEXBATKY APYIOro KEHCKOTO OKPYXKCHUS.

Butanuk men Ha mompaBKy ObICTpO, HO aduumpoBarh 3Toro He xoTen. CruikoM Obuia
npusiTHa 3a00Ta KOTEHKa, OCOOCHHO, Korma oOHa 3a0upanach K HEMy Ha KpOBarb, YTOOBI
MIOCMOTPETh BMECTEe (PHIIBM FUIM CHECTh IIENyI0 MHCKY ITOJOTPETHIX CBIPHBIX Hadoc. ApTemMy
HPaBUJIOCh, YTO €TI0 CECTPEHKA BCE BpEeMS 01 PUCMOTPOM, Jia ¥ 332 IPYTOM OTIMYHBIA YXO/I.

Jleto, TeM BpeMeHEM, MepeBaIIIO AalieKo 3a cepeauny. Mronb ObuUT )KapKuM B Havase, HO B
IBAANATHIX YMCIIaX CHJIBHO TOXOJIOAANO, 3apsaWiid 4YacTblie Mokau. OJHUM TaKuM HEHACTHBIM
BeuepoM Tema mpeasioxkui pedsitaMm BMECTe MOCMOTPETh KaKOM-HUOYIb (UITBM.

— Ilpunercs B moeit cnanbHe. B roctuHO#l ¢ rumncom He ynoOHO, — ckazan Buranuk,
pa3zipaKE€HHO MOCTYKUBasl 0 KOCTSIHOM HOTe.

— be3 npobiiem, npyr, — otBeTrs1 TeMa, cTaBs Ha 3aKaykKy nociuennuil ¢puinbM TapaHTHHO, —
KOTEHOK, CJIeJIall MOIIKOPH.

— Cam He Moxenmwb? — JIGHUBO HpOTsHYNa JeBymka. — W BooOme, s HE coOuparch
CMOTpPETh C BaMH 3Ty JIpsiHb. CIJIONIHASI KPOBUIIIA.

— D710 AeTeKTuB. Thl e JIOOUIb AETEKTUBbI, — BO3pa3ui ApTeM, C HHTEpeCOM Haluonas,
KaK €ro CeCTPeHKa KyTaeTcs B JIFOOMMBIHN IJIeH, — JIy4llle Obl 0fies1ach TEIJiee, YeM MPEeBpaIIaTbcs B
TYCEHHILY.

— MHe Tak yao0Ho, sicHo? — Kpuc nokasana OpaTy s3bIK, UeM BbI3BaJIa cMeX Buranuka.

— U mnocne storo roopuilb, yTo B3pocias? Ciymaics OONbIMX ASACHEK U MPUTOTOBE
MONKOPHA, — MOAMUTHYI BUT, 32 4TO Tak € yIOCTOMJICSA YECTHU JIMLE3PETh MAICHbKUHN S3BIYOK
koTeHka. — Kpuctus, cepbe3no, aaBaii cMoTpetrh BMecTte. Ham BaBoem ¢ Temoil OygeT CKydHO.
OO0emato 3akphIBaTh T€OE IM1a3a HA CTPALHBIX MOMEHTAX.

JleByllka 3aKaTuiia Ivia3a W BbINNOJI3Ja U3 CBOETO TEIUIOr0 YIOTHOro KokoHa. OHa He mo0uia
Tapantuno, a ero «Omep3uTenbHas BOCbMEpKa» IUIa LEJIbIX TPU 4Yaca, TEM HE MEHee, OHa
noJJaach YTOBOpaM M COIVIACHIIACh Ha 3TOT MPOCMOTP B OOMEH Ha MOJapOYHbIN cepTudukar Ha
OTKpPBITHE HOBOTO CIla, KOTOPBI 3aueM-To nojgapuin Teme.

— KoteHok, nyii Ha cepeauHy. byneT kak-To cTpaHHO, eclid i Oydy JIeKaTh PSJOM C
ButoMm, — ApTeM NOATONKHYI CECTPY K KPOBAaTH, HE JIOraJibIBasiCh, YEM JIJII HEE 3TO IPO3UIIO, a
OHa COBCEM HE BO3pa)kaja yCTPOUTHCS PSAOM ¢ Butamukom.

ApTtem moracuil cBeT W BKIIOYMI (GuiabM. [log ApyKHBIH XpyCcT MONMKOPHOM HECKOJBKO
COBEPIIIEHHO HEMPHUSATHBIX TUIIOB B UCIIOJHEHUH U3BECTHBIX aKTEPOB 3aCTPSIN B CHEXKHYIO OypIO B
JnaBke MaHHU.

— Caymai, X0101H0 4To-10. KOTeHOK, nmoaenucs mienaoM, — mendyn Burtanuk, Ha yto Tema
rpoMKO MMKHYI. OH ObUT MOKJIOHHUKOM TapaHTHHO, a 3TOT PuiabM Kak-To ynycTtuia. [locMoTpeTh
€ro BCe HUKAaK HE JIOXOAWIN PYKH, TOUYHEE, He HaXOAUIIOCh CBOOOMHBIX TpeX YacoB. [lorpyxkeHHBIHI
B CIOKET, OH HE MPUJAJ 3HAUYCHHUS] TOMY, YTO €r0 CEeCTpa B MECTE C JPYrOM YKPBIBAJIACh OJHUM
menoM. [logymaerns, B KOMHATE TPOCTO XOJIOTHO.



Crouno Kpuctune ykpeith Buta, mouyBCTBOBATH PAIOM €T0 TEILIO, BCE UTO MPOUCXOAUIIO HA
DKpaHE MHIOM IIEPECTANIO CylecTBOBaTb. (DUIATOB CHbILAN, KAK YYaCTHJIOCh €€ JIbIXaHUE,
YyBCTBOBAJI JIETKYIO APOKb TEJIa U 3HAJL, YTO 3TO HE OT XOJI0Aa.

— Tum Pot noTpsicaronmii, — He OTPBIBAsCh OT 3KpaHa MPOroBOpHII cTapumii KpbeuioB, HO HU
Kpuctuna, Hu Burtanuii ero He cibliamiy.

But npoBen KOHUMKaMU MajblleB MO O€Apy MAaJbIIKU, U €€ TeJIO TYT € MOKPbUIOCh
MypalikaMu, OH He BHJEJ 3TOTO, HO YyBCTBOBaJl. Takasi HEeXHas, OapxarucTas Koxa. Temepb oH
YK€ TOJIOKHUII Ha €€ HOTY BCIO JIaJIOHb, MEUICHHO TorTakuBas. KpuctuHe ObUTO Tak MPUSTHO, YTO
COBEPILIEHO HE OBLIO CUJI CKUHYTHh PYKY Hamiena. Butanuk moBen J1aJloHBIO J0 KUBOTHKA, CJ1a00
MPUKPBITOTO CTAPO MaiKOM, M CKOJIB3HYI O] Hee, MaliblieM ouepTui mynok. OHa 3akycuia ryoy,
yTOOBl HE M3JIaTh HU 3ByKa. [lapeHb CHOBa CTall MOIIaKUBaTh BCEW JIaJIOHBIO, CHauajla HEXHO,
NOTOM HACTOWYMBEE, MpUJBUras NEBYIIKY OiMke, U OHa mnoanaisack. HeszamerHo s Opara
KpucTtuna 4yTh nojoiBUHYMach K BuTanuky u Ternepb 4yBCTBOBaJIA €ro OeleHoe cep/iieOueHue.

— ... temmemm Oymer Tpym TBOM, J[>KOH, Korjga cMoiOCh 1 B MEKCHKY, — MPOTSIHYIIA
Hxennudep [xeiicon Jlu, mocie uero yke BBIIUBIIMK OTpaBieHHbI Kode JIkoH Pyl
PACKOJIOIIMATHII TUTAPY.

Kpucrtuna gpornyna, kak nogyman Tema, oT Kpuka repouHu. Butanuk npoOpasicst pykoi 10
COYHBIX OKPYIJIOCTEN MAJIBIIIKHA, OUEPTUIT KOHTYP KPYXKEBHOIrO nuduuka v cABUHYI yamedyky. OH
JIETKO C)KaJl €€ COCOK Kak pa3 B MOMEHT, kKorna Pyt ynapun rurapoit o ctosnoy.

dunaToB HE MOT CAEPKaTh YIBIOKH, KOTJa BUET OBICTPO B3BIMAIOIIYIOCS TPYIb KOTeHKA. Eit
HPaBWJIOCh, KaK OH WUrpaeTr ¢ OyCHMHKOM ee po3oBoro cocouka. Ho emy HecTepnumo XOTeIoCh
KOCHYTBCS €T0 SI3bIKOM, BTSIHYTh B POT, HECUJIBHO, HO OLIYTUMO YKYCUTh. BUT CHOBa OIyCTHII PYKY
1o Oenpa, ¥ y MaJIbIIIKKA BRIPBAJICS pa3odapoBaHHBINA B3/10X. OHa xkemnajna Ooinbiiero, 1 dunaros He
COMHEBAJICA, YTO €€ TPYCHUKHM YK€ HaMOKJIM. PyKka mapHs CHOBa IOMNOJI3Ja BBEPX, HO TOJIBKO IO
HIHYPOBKH €€ IIIOPTUKOB.

KpuctrHa no3Bosisiia My>X4MHE JIeJarh ¢ HEH BCE, YTO MOXKEJIAET, TOJBKO Obl OH ObLT PAJIOM,
TOJIBKO ObI HE ocTaHaBiIuBajcsa. OHa CHOBA 3aKycHIIa Ty0y, KOTIa €T0 PyKa CKOJb3HYJA MO IIOPTHI,
MOTJIAXKKBAs Yepe3 KPYKEBHbBIE TPYCUKHN HAOYXIIMNA 10 HEMPUIUYHS KIUTOP.

Butanuii 4yBcTBOBaJI €€ COK 4Yepe3 BUTHUEBATYIO IJIETEHb aTJIACHBIX HUTOK. MaJbika Oblia
rOoTOBa, U OH HE coOupasncs OTKa3blBaTh €il B ynOBOJLCTBUU. Eciu Obl ceilyac BBIKJIIOYUTH 3TOT
¢bunbM, ocTarbCi OJHUM, OH Obl CTAallMJI C KOTEHKAa BCE €€ TPSINKU M 3ale’oBall KaxAblid
YYBCTBUTEIBHBIM YYacTOK €€ morpscarouiero rtena. Ho npucyrcrteue Tembl npuaaBaio Kakyr-TO
oco0yro ocTpoTy omymeHusM. [lycts ceituac Oyner Tak.

Kpuctuna paccnabunack, 0oHa 4yTh pa3Besia HOTH, CTAHOBSICh COBEPILICHHO JOCTYITHOM AJI €T0
Jack, yeM But He mpeMuHyl BOCTONb30BaThCs. OH OTOABUHYI €€ KPOILEYHbIE TPYCUKH, CMOUMII
najblbl B €€ CMa3Ke U CTaJl ONIaKUBaTh BO30YXIeHHBIA KiuTop. Kpuc mpogomkana Kycarb ryobl.
boxe, kak coOMa3HUTENBbHO OHA Jenajia 3To. OuinaroB HE CBOAWI C HUX B3IVIsAA, MEUTas CIM3arh



KamneabKy TOJIBKO YTO MPOCTYNUBIIEH KpoBU. Marbiimka cHoBa B3iporayina. Ona Obuta Onuska. But
BBEJI B HEE J[Ba Malblia, MPOI0JKas OOJIBIIMM MacCHUPOBaTh BBepX-BHMU3. Ellle HEMHOTO, U JeTKue
CYIOpOTH COOOIMIIN MapHio, 4To KprucTrHa koHuna.

Eif moTpeboBasoCh HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, YTOObI BOCCTAHOBUTH COUBILIEECs nabixaHue. Kpuc
Opocuiia B3I Ha Opara, KOTOPbIMA BCE TaKXke HEOTPHIBHO HaOJoaln 3a AcicTBUeM (uiibMa,
IIOCMOTPEJIAa HA JKpaH, IJI€ HEU3BECTHO OTKyna B3sBUMMCA UeHHUHr Tarym oThaBan yKa3aHUs
Tumy Poty, Maiikny MbsaceHy W e€mie ONHOMY HEU3BECTHOMY akTepy. «Omep3uTenbHas
BOChMEpKay, KoTopas Obiia KpuctuHe 10 JaMIOYkH, TENEph cTajda €€ JJIOOMMbBIM (PUIBEMOM.

dutatoB ObLT pad, 4TO MAJIbIIIKEC XOPOIlo. JKanp TOJIBKO B KOMHAre Tak TCMHO, 4YTO OH HC
CMOI' YBUJCTh €C PYMAHCII. Ero IMESPCIIOJIHATIA HC)KHOCTh, U OH CHOBA HCCHUJIbHO IIPUTAHYI K cebe
KOTCHKA, TOJIbKO OHA pAaCIICHUJIA 3TO ITO-APYIroMYy.

Kpuctune Toxke X0Teloch caenarh mpusitHoe B oTBeT. OHa OBl HUKOTJA HE pelmiach Ha
Takoe, Korga psaoM TeMouka, HO mociie TOro, Kak KOHUYMJa B IOJyMeTpe OT Opara, BCe CTaJlo
HeBaXHbIM. Kpuc MeuileHHO mpoBesia 1o KUBOTY BuTanuka u yxe xorena 3amyCTUTh PYKY MY B
IITaHbl, HO OH BJIPYT MEepexBaTui ee JaaouKy. Kpuc He moHuMarolle B3MIsSHYIA Ha MapHs, HO TOT
TOJIBKO CJ1a00 YIBIOHYIICS M Neperuiesl uX Haiblpl. Tak OHM U JOCMAaTpUBalIM (PUIbM, KOTOPBINA
BAPYI MOKa3aJcsi HHTEpeCHbIM. HacTollbko, YTO MallblllIKa 3acHYNa, YyBCTBYS PSAIOM TEILIO
JHOOMMOTO MYKYHHBI.

— 4 oTHecy ee B kOMHary. Tbl caM CHpaBUIILCI CO BCeM? — IOUHTEpPECOBAICS ApTeM,
AKKypaTHO MPHUIIOIHUMAsI COHHYIO CECTPEHKY, — THXO0, KOTEHOK, UJIeM OauHbKH.

— CnoxkoitHoM HOuM, But! — ycniena kpuknyrs Kpuctuna.

— Cnagkux CHOB, KOTEHOK.

Tenepr Bce coBepilieHHO 3amyTaioch. KpuctuHa He 3Haia, Kak BeCcTH ceOs Jayibliie ¢
Butanukom, a OH, Kak HU CTpaHHO, OOJIbIIIE HE YYBCTBOBAJ BUHBI 3a conesitHHOe. HampoTtus, emy
XOTEJIOCHh MIOBTOPUTH, TOJIBKO TaK, YTOOBI CIBIIIATH CAATKNUE CTOHBI MAJbIIKU. TO, 4TO CIY4HIIOCH
— JIMIIb MaJIOCTh, TOTO, YTO MOT OBI IS Hee caenaTh. Jjisg Hee. ..

Ha cnenyroumii nens KpructrnHe m Butannky He yIamoch IMOrOBOPUTh. Y TPOM OHA yexana ¢
Temoii, moTOMy 4TO JOJKHA ObLIa 3aCKOYUTh B YHUBEPCHUTET IO MOBOLY YYCOHUKOB Ha OymyImmit
roJl, IHEM He pelanach 3aiTH K HEMy B KOMHATYy, a OH paboTaj 1 He 3Ball ee.

BuT x1an, 4To KOTEHOK CHOBA 3aBAJIMTCS C MOPOKEHBIM, 0TOEepeT HOyTOyK ... M OH caMm He
3HaJ, 4TO OYyJIeT, HO COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO 3TOTO XOTEJ, HO Majblllka He nuia. Beuepom BepHycs
ApTeM, 1 OHU CHOBA HE CMOTJIA OCTaThCS HACIUHE.

— Korenok, moxens momous? — He Bblepxkan But, korna Kpuctuna yxxe codupanace Uaru
K ceOe.

— Yto Takoe? — B3BOJHOBAHHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— JloBeau no BaHHON? — DuUIaToOB ¢ XUTPOH YIBIOKON TOCMOTpEI Ha MaJBIIIKY, KOTOpas He
BBIJIEPKAJIA €TO B3IJIA1a U OIYCTHJIA IJ1a3a.



— ThI k€ caM yXKe CIpaBISCHIbCs, — MPOMSIMIIAIIA OHA.
— Jla, HO uTO-TO HOTra pazbdosenack, — OH HArJIo Bpal, U KpuctuHa 3T0 moHUMAIIa.
— Xopouo...

ApreM yien B ONIMKaMIMi Mara3uH 3a CUrapeTaMy, U KakK TOJIBKO 32 HUM 3aKpbLIach JBEPb,
Butanuk rpy0oo BIUXHY AEBYHIKY B BaHHYIO. Kpuctuna pacrepsiiach: 0obllie BCEro oHa 0osiach
Opara. ClIMIIKOM pPUCKOBaHHO Bed ceds But, HO eMy Obuio Bce paBHO. Ceiliyac OH ObUI TOTOB
1ocjiarb BeCb MUP K 4YEpTy, TOJBKO Obl CHOBa MONpPOOOBarb BKYC CBOEro KOTE€HKa. MyxunHa
OTCTaBUJI KOCTBUIb B CTOpOHY M nomomen kK Kpuc; oHa orcrynuia, HO cOexarb HE CMOIIA.
XonoaHasi kadenbHas CTEHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOPSYYIO CIUHY TPEMeIlylied AeBymku. Ero B3mismg
OMYTHJICS, KOTIa OHA CHOBA yKycuia ry0y. 3auem, 4yepT BO3bMH, OHa 3To Aenana? Eit mano, 4ro
CBEJIa ¢ yMa B3pocioro Myxxunny? Urpate ynymaina?

dunaroB 1en0Bal ee rpydo, 3a0biBasi JaHHOE ceOe cIoBO ObITh HEXHBIM. Kpuc 3amyctuna
NaJBYUKU B €r0 BOJIOCHI M YYTh CKaja KECTKYIO IeBentopy. Xopouo. UM 000uM ObLIO CIHILIKOM
XOpOLIO.

— Cymacmenumii. Tema ceituac BepHeTCsl, — COMBUMBO MpOIIENTaNIa ACBYIIKA.

— Cama BUHOBara. 3a4eM BeCh JICHb OT MeHs Oerajna?.. — OH, CJIOBHO OT'OJIO/IABIIMI BaMITHD,
MpUIIa K €€ TOHKOM 1elike. Butanuii He codupancs nepexoauTh rpaHb, HO OCTAHOBUTHCS HE MOT.

— Bur...

— KoTeHok, U B KOMHaTy, TTOKa HE MO3/IHO, MHAYe COPBYCh U YK€ HE OTHyIly TeOs, HO
Torga ApTeM BEPHETCS M PacKBacUT MHE poxy, — KpuctrHa kuBHyna. OHa HE XOTeNa YXOAMTb.
He ceituac. Ho Butanuii Obu1 nipaB: Henb3s nonacTtbest Temouke, — 3aBTpa ujelb B cia’?

— Jla. YTpoMm u Ha BecCh JIeHb, — Cpa3y OTUUTAIACH JACBYIKa, YTOObI BUT CHOBa He momyma,
YTO OHA MPSYETCS OT HETO.

— Paccnabnes, kak cnemyer. CraHp ele KpacuBee Il MEHS, — MPOIIENTal OH U OCTaBHII
JIETKUH TIOIENTYH Ha ClajKoM Ielike. — A Ternepb Mapil B KOMHaTy, U He nomaguch opary. ['yOs
KPACHBIE U ONYXIIME. APTEM JIOTaTAETCA.

KpuctuHa ucnyranHo npukana MAJIBMUKA K TOPAIMM ry0aMm, 4TO BCE €lIe XpaHWJIU BKYC
Buta. HyxxHo ObUT0 UATH K ceOe, HO TaK HE XOTeNoch. Ecau Obl HEe MIETYOK 3aMKa BXOJTHOW JABEPH,
OHa OBbI TOYHO PUCKHYJIA B OocTanach ¢ OUIATOBBIM.

— CHNOKOMHON HOYM, — CKOPOTOBOPKOW KWHYIa KpHcTHHA W Mmyneld BbUIETENA W3 BaHHOM.
Tewma pasyBajicsi B MpUXOKEH, U JIEBYILKA TPOCKOJIB3HYMA K cele.

Becb cnenyronmit aenbs Kpuctuna mymana toibkooButanuke. OHa OepexHO XpaHWJIAa €rc
(dbpasy «cTaHb €1l KpacuBee JUIsi MEHs», «...JJ1s1 MeHs». [ Hero Kpuc nomuia Ha oOepThIBaHUE,
CKpaOupoBaHue U Maccax. Ee Teno Onaroyxano, a NIEJIKOBUCTas KoO)XKa MaroBbIM OJIECKOM
OTpa)kaJla COJHEYHbIE Jydd. /loMOW OHa He muia — mnopxana. Tosbko BMecTto Buta ee xpana
mycTas KBapTHpA.

Kpuctuna O6pocuina B mpuxokeil KiouM, pas3ynach U mnounpia B rocturyro. Hu Temouku, HU
Butanbku. Hexoporee mpeanonokeHne 3akpajoch B €€ YIOKEHHYI0 KPYIMHBIMH JIOKOHAMU



rOJIOBKY, HO OHa nmocnenmia ero nporuars. Het. OH ke B runce. OH Ha KOCTBUIE.

— KoteHok, Tbl JomMa? — ApTeM ¢ makeTaMM MPOYKTOB BBAJIUJICS B IPUXOXKYIO.

— Tewm, a rine But? Ero ner?

— Ilpunypok OH, — TSDKEJIO TPOTOBOPHI TMapeHb, OIMYyCKas Ha I0J HaOWUThIC TOJICTHIE
alllaHOBCKHME MAaKEThl, — THUIIC HAJ0EeJ, PEeIMJ, YTO Mopa CHUMAaTh. YTPOM MpHE3XKaAI €ro
3HAKOMBII Bpady U BMECTE CHSUIH.

— W rne cettuac Burtang?

— YMyancs TyCUTb.

Kpuctuna He Bepuwia, He xorena BepuTh. OHa He ObUIa TOTOBa Tak OBICTPO MOTEPSThH
Butanuka. KoHeuHo, oHa moHKMMaJa ¥ B IIyOMHE Tyl 0€3yMHO 00sIach TOTO, KaK OH IMOMPaBUTCS
u nnokuHeT oM Temouku. Ho Toneko He certuac. He ceroans. Beas ona roroBunace. Jjis Hero.

— Y KoJjuieru ACHb POXACHHA, U OHHU y HCTO Ha Aaydc. I[yMan, OH TOJIBKO IIO3TOMY M CHAJ
rurc. CTOIbKO TCPICTb, — YCMCXHYJICA ITApCHb, HC 3aMc4asi, KaK HO6HCI{H€H3 €ro CCCTPCHKa.

— Tepnets?.. — nepecnpocuna Kpuc.
— KoteHoxk, Hy, ThI e B3pocias JIeBouka, moHuMaeb. CKOIbKO BpeMeHu y Buta He ObL10.
[Toexan mopasBieubcs, TeM Oosnee Tam JIuzka OymeT. OHa y HEro Kak MOCTOSIHHAs, — ApTem

IOCMOTpEN Ha 3aMoiyaBilyto Kpuctuny, 1 ynbpiOka MUToM crnana ¢ ero auua. [lo Buagy cectpel oH
Bce noHs1. M kak Mor He BuAeTh 3Toro panpuie? Kak?! — KoreHok, TbI uero?

Kpuctuna tonpko 3akauyana ronoBoi. CioB Oonbiie He Obui0. Hudero Oosblie HE ObUIO.
TosibKO mycTOE BEDKKEHHOE IIATHO BMeCTO cepana. lypa. [Tosenacs.

— He cmeit roBoputs, uto BatoOunack B Buta! — cTtporo ckazan Tema u, cXBaTUB JEBUOHKY
3a Mpeansieybs, Kak ClIeayeT, BCTpAXHyl. — B riaza cmotpu!
— Hy 4uro 1B Xx04enmw or MeHs? — KpuctuHa He caepKuBajiach, OHa OOJibllle HE MOIJIa

npuTBOpsThCA. Korga oueHb 00JIbHO, CIIOAKHO UTPaTh B CHIIBHYIO.

— TbI ke 3Haemnn, kakod oH! Kak Tel MorIa uM yBieubcs?

— Tewm...

— Jla oH Ha Tebs u He mocMOTpUT, aypexa! [loroMy uTo eciiu Obl TOCMOTPEII, TO TOIBKO JIJIs
CeKca...

Kpuctuna cynopoxHo AepHylIach, OyITO €€ yaapuiid HOXKOM B KUBOT. M3 TiyOMHBI Tyrm
BbIpBaJIics 00JIe3HEHHBIN CTOH. U TyT ApTem MoHsI. ..

— Tak BbI crianu?!

Kpuctuna He orBeuana. He momia. OHa CJIOBHO OHeMena, pa3yduiiach TOBOPUTH, 3a0bUIA, KAK
CKJIaJIbIBaTh CJI0Ba B mipeyioxkenns. Ho KpbutoB momydun cBOM CTpaliHblil OTBET B TOKOPOOJICHHOM
6ompi0 cecTtpe. OH yXe BHACNI TaKoe W HE €IUHOXKIbl. BuUIen MCIOIb30BaHHBIX M OPOIICHHBIX

BI/ITaJ'II/IKOM, BUACT UCIIOJIB30BAaHHBIX U 6p01H€HHI>IX UM CaMHuM.

Yto »10? 3n0it pok? Mectb cynpObI? CKOIBKO pa3 OHU TMOCTyNajdd TaK C HHUYEro



HE3HAYalMMH JIEBUYOHKAMHU, YTO MECAIlaMHU MOTOM yOMBaluch? A Temepb Ha WX MECTE OKa3alach
ero Jro0uMas majeHbkas cectpa! U ¢ keM... ¢ ero JIydlmm JAPyroMm.

— Kak on mor? i yosto ero! — Tema ornyctun Kpuctuny, u ona ymnana Ha 1moj. OH pBaHyI K
JIBEpU, HO JIEByIIKa BOBpeMsi omoMHMiIach. Henb3ss ObUIO ero oOTIycKarh, Bedb TeMouka
NEeUCTBUTENIBHO YObeT BuTa.

— He namo, He xoqu. OH He 3HaAN, — 3arapparopuia OHa, CKUMasi HOTH MapHsS, CJIOBHO
MOJISIIAS y Majada Mmomaasl IpecTylmHuIa, — He 3HaJL, 4To 310 1! He 3nam.

— Kak 310 He 3nan1?!

N Kpuctune mpunuvioch Bce pacckasarb Opary. OHa pelnmia HUYEro HE yTraumBarh, HO B
nopoOHOCTH TOXKE HE BAaBasiach. JlaBsch cie3zamu, Kpuc nosenana Opary Bce ¢ caMOro Havasna,
Kak MaJIeHbKOW TIOMEHCKOM J€BYOHKOM BIIOOMIIACH B KPACMBOTO B3pOCIOro JIpyra Opara...

— boxe Mol, KOTEHOK... — ApTeM NpUTAHYI K ce0e cecTpy U Kpenko oOHsAn. Ha Hee oH He
3TUJICS, TOJIBKO JTMKO >Kajen. — Kak jke Thl MOIlIa B HETO BIIOOMTHCS, BEJb 3HAJA XKe, Kakoil But
ypoa. S He nydllie, CKaXXy 4eCTHO, HO OH...

Tema mone3 B kapmMad W jgoctan TenedoH. Okono mojyroma Hazan oHM ¢ DuiaToBbIM
yCTpaWBaJIM BEUCPUHKY, KOTOpasi K HOUM Iepepocia B opruto. KpbioB Halen Tpex AeBYOHOK IS
ceOs m npyra. Paspiekanuch OHM BMeECTE, BECEJIO MEHSSCh MapTHepmaMu. B maMare o HOYKe y
HET0 OCTAINCH ()OTO, KOTOPBIC TaBHO HAJ0 ObUIO yIAJUTh, BOT TOJIBKO IMTOYEMY-TO OH 3TOTO JI0 CUX
mop He cjaenaid. ApTeM HE HallleJl HHUYEro JIydlle, Kak MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATh KOTEHKY €e
BO3JIFOOJIEHHOTO BO Beell kpace. Jla, oH 3HaJ, 4To el OyneT O0JbHO, HO TaK HAJIEesUICS BBIPBATH U3 €€
M3PaHEHHOTO cepJieuka 3Ty HCHOPMAJIbHYIO JTIOOOBb.

Henopmanenyto. UmenHo HeHopManbHylo! Kak mHadye OOBSCHUTH, YTO TMOCJE BCEro, 4TO
Kpucruna 3Hana, nociae Bcero, yTo TBOpwi Burtanuii, oHa npogosmkaia ero JgroouTs. Jlaxe msaas
Ha OTBparutelibHble (oTorpaduu pas3Bpara, ee JII0OOBb MEHbIIEe He cTana. Eil naxke He ObLIO
0oJpHEE, YeM MUHYTY Ha3aJ. MOXeT ObITh, €€ PeAeIl YK€ JOCTUTHYT U OOJIbIIE HENb3s1?

— Kpucrunouka, geBouka Mos Jro0uMas, — OOHUMaNl ee ApTeM, CTapasCh XOTb HEMHOIO
YCIIOKOUTh, — TeOsi Oosiblie HUKTO He oO0uauT. Hukto. S He mo3Bomo. Mosi xopomas. Moii
KOTEHOK.

— Temouka, st Tedst Tak 0010, — OHA Kperue MprKaliach K Opary U cupsiTana 3arjiakaHHOoe
JIMIIO Y HETO HA TPY/IU.

— Hy, Bce. Unu ymoricsa. HyxkHo ycnokauBaThbcs.

ApTeM 3aBenl CecTpy B BaHHYIO M, KaK TOJIBKO YCJBIIAJI IIMIyM BOJIbI, CXBATHJI KIIFOUH OT
ManmHbl U Opocuiics k @uiaroBy. OH 3HaN ajpec KOTTEIXKa, TJe MPOBOAUI BPEMsl €ro JpYyr, U
HaMepeBAJICS BBISICHUTH C HUM BCE pa3 M HaBcerga. Tema peumi 000 LIEHONW OTCTOSITh YECTh
cecTpsl... Bur orBetut 3a koTeHka! But 3a Bce emy orBeTuT! Er0o Tak Ha3pIBaeMblil APYr OOIbIIE
He MpUOIN3UTCS K KOTeHKy. Hukoraa.
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BxomHast n1Beph OTYasHHO XJIOIHY/IA, CJIOBHO BCKpPHUKHY/A OT O0oiin. KpucTHHA chblana, 4To
Opar ymen. OHa 3Hama Kyma W 3a4eM M Jlake, MOXKET ObITh, ycmerna Obl JOTHATh, €CIU Obl
HEeMeJJICHHO BhlOekasia 3a HUM. Ho oHa He nBuHynach ¢ mecta. Kakoit cmpicin? He ceifuac, Tak
notoM Temouka o0s3aresibHO pa3zdepercs ¢ Butom. OH He ocTtaBuT 3T0 Tak. Ho neByike 310 ObU1O
y’ke HeBaxkHO. Her. B Heil He ObUIO JKeJlaHusl MECTH, He ObUIO 3JI0paAcTBa, 4TO DUIATOB OTBETUT
3a MPeaTeabCTBO. B HEM MPOCTO HUYETO HE OCTAJIOCH.

Hypa. Unnotka. Kpernnka. Ha uro Hagesmacs? UTo OH OTBETUT B3aMMHOCTHIO? llomwier 1
4yepTy BbIpaOoTaHHbIE TogaMu NMpuBbIYKK? CTaHeT XpaHUTh BEpHOCTH? [la ecmu Obl HE CeTronmHs, TO
yexalsl Obl 3aBTpa, a OHa OCTallach ObI C pa30UTHIM CEpJlleM, KOTOpoe yxe He cobpark. Kpuctuna
NOJHSAJA B3DISII HAa CBO€ oOTpaxeHue... OT THATENbHO MMOAOOPAHHOTO MaKHUsKa HUYETro He
OCTaJIOCh, 00 YKJIaJKe HAIIOMUHAIN KOE-TJIe OCTaBIIMECS JIOKOHBI, TOJIBKO TETEPh OHU CMOTPEIHCH
Tak kaJlko. B 3ToT MomenT Kpuc npuHsIIa eMUHCTBEHHO BEPHOE PEIlCHHE W TMOIUIa B KOMHATY
coOupaTh BEIIM.

K cuacteio, KpbputoBa He ycrena BbITUCATHCS U3 OOLICKHUTUS M CMOIIa BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO
komMHaty. OHa cTaparenbHO yOpasach, BRIMbLIA MOJ M €IMHCTBEHHOE TpecHyToe okHO. Ha nBope
HOub, a Kpuctuna oTapauBaeT cBoio xanmymy... EW karacTtpoduyecku ObUI HYKEH TpPYH, XOTh
KaKON-TO, )KEeJIAaTEeJIbHO CHJIBHO BHIMATHIBAIOIMMI, YTOOBI YCHYTh. XOTS YCHYTh TaK U HE YAAJIOCh.

bruxe k yrpy B oOmiexxutue npumiaicss Aprem. OH XOTeJ YTOBOPUTh €€ BEPHYThHCS, YOS AaI,
yTo Butanuk 0osblie Kk Hel He 1ojoiiaeT. PacckasbiBall, 4To pa3oOpalicsi C HUM.

— Temouka, BCe, YTO CIy4MJIach Y HaC ¢ HUM — OoJiblias onmoKa, a BOT Ballla Ipyxoa —
HeT. He Tepsit ero. OH MOJOHOK C KEHIIMHAMU, HO HEe ¢ ToOOM, — ycTano mporoBopuia Kpuc.

— He co MHOI? A TO, uTO ¢ TOOOU cnenan? — Tema pBanm u Mmetan. EmMy camomy ObLIC
NapumBoO TepAThb Jpyra. Tem Oojee, MoOciae TOro, YTO MEXKIY HUMHU CIYyYUJIOCh 3TOM HOYBIO,
KpsbutoB noepuit, yto Gunatos He npenaBall ux Jpyxoy.

— Bur 310 caenan ¢ He3HaKOMOM JIEBYILKOM, TBOIO CECTPY OH HE Tporal.

— KorteHok, Bo3Bpamiics. ..

— Her, Tem. Tak Oynet nydine. Bel ¢ ButoMm momupuTech, Ballla )KU3Hb CTAHET NPEXKHEH, a
ecu s Oyay KUTh y T€Os, HUUEro He BBIJCT.

Kpuctuna Obuta mpaBa, u Tema »to 3Han. OH He cTtan HacrauBarh. [lomenoBan cBoero
KOTEHKA U MoeXaJl K ce0e B MYCTYIO XOJOCTALKYIO KBapTUPy Ha SIKUMaHKe.

VYKe paccBelio, a Ka3ajuoch, YTO BUEpAUIHUN JIEHb BCE eue Ipoaopkaercs. [IpoHocsacs mo
npocseinatomercss Mockse, TemMa CHOBa U CHOBAa BCIIOMHUHAJ TO, YTO CIy4ua0Ch. OH BUJEI MEPEN
co00l OKpPOBABJIEHHOE JMIIO JpPYyra, KOTOPbIH HU pa3y HE MOAHSI HA HEro PyKy, CMUPEHHO
MIPpUHUMAs 3aCITYKEHHBIE yAaphl.

KpbutoB mpuexan K KOTTEIKY K 4acy HOYM, HO Tpa3IHUK emle He 3akoHumics. Crabo
OCBEIIEHHBIN Pa3HOIBETHHIMU THPIJISIHAAMHU YYacTOK, TJICIOLME YIIM B MaHTajie U ciadblii apomar
HIAlUIbIKa, BECENbI CMEX, HErpoMKas My3bika. MM Tyt Beceno. dunaroBy Tyt Beceno. Becero,



KOTJ]a €ro CecTpa OJHa B IYCTON KBAPTUPE 3aJTUBACTCA Clie3aMu?

— O, Tema npuexan! — KpUKHYI KTO-TO U3 rocteil, Ho KpbuioB gaxke He 00epHYICs, 3Has,
4yTO 3TO HE BHUTanuk.
— Temka, mbl TeOs1 He xaanu. He 3Hana, 94To TeOs TOXKEe MPUTTIACHIN, — K HEMY Moadexaia

noABbINuBIIAs JIM3a U IMOBHCHA Yy TapHS HA 1Iee, — Thl Pa3BE 3HAKOM C UMEHUHHHUKOM?

— I'ne But?! — cOpacbiBasi ¢ ce0st pyKH KE€HUMHBL, CYpOBO BOIIPOCHUI OH. JIn3a ceiiuac Obuia
eMy npoTuBHAa. Benp HaBepHska MMEHHO ¢ Hel Obul cerogHs DunaroB, 4yeM NPUUMHWI EILE
OOJIBIIYIO 0OJIb €T0 KOTCHKY.

— B nome. On HaBepx mnomien. CnajibHIO TOTOBUTH, — OINENMJIa OJIOHAMHKA, BIEPBbIE
BCTpeyYas TaKylo peakiuio Aprema.

— CnanpHio TOoTOBUTH. [l Bac? Eme He NPUTrOTOBUI, WM BBl HE B CHAJIbHE 3TUM
3aHUMAaJIUCh?

— Tem, TbI uero?

Ho KpeuioB He orBeTtmii. OH BIETEN B JAOM M, MEPENPHITUBAs MO HECKOJBKO CTYIEHEK,
nomyanca Haepx. DunaroBa OH yBHAEN cCpa3y. 1OT cCTapareiibHO HATATUBAJ HABOJIOYKY HA
HEeOOJIBIIYIO TTOAYIIKY, CH/I1 Ha TPOMAJHON JIByCTIAIbHOM KpoBaTH. ['0TOBUIICS K Becenoil Houke?

Butanuii 1uko xoTen cnarb, HO3TOMY JaXe HE 3aMETUJI Tropslpe SPOCThIO IVla3a JIy4dllero
apyra. JleHsb ObUI CIOKHBIM, J1a U HOUb OyZeT He ay4ie. Bce Hayamock yrpom, korna ApTeM yBe3
KOTeHKa B cna. [lonb3ysck ee orcyrcrBrueM PuUiIaToB BbI3BaI HAa JOM 3HAKOMOTO Bpaya.

— Bripyuait agpyr. He Mory Oouibliie B TUIICE.

— Ts1 wero? Pano eme cHuMarth. J{0KHO CpaCTHUCh, KaK CIEAYET, — BO3PA3UI IIPUSATENb.

— VYke cpoclioch, a 3TO TaK, HEHY)KHas MPEIOCTOPOXKHOCTh. Tem Oosee, s yxke 3akazal
TPOCTB, CETOAHs NPUBE3YT. byny Kak cTapbii Jen.

— Hy, cmotpu...

N36aBuBImMCh OT rurca, OuUiIaroB cMor, HAKOHEL, HOPMaJIbHO NpUHATH Ayll [IpaBna, cTos
IIOJl NIPUSATHBIMHA TEIJIBIMU CTPYSIMH, W3 TOJIOBBI HUKAaK HE IUIa Maibllka. VHTEpecHO, 4TO OHa
ceiuac nenaet? IIpuxopanmBaercs? CTOWIO €My TOJIBKO MPEJICTABUTh €€ 00OHAXKEHHYIO B MacJjie Ha
MAaCCaKHOM CTOJIE, KaK 0 ce0e HAaITOMHUJI CTPOMHBII OJIOBSIHHBIN CONIATHUK.

— JlaBHO HE cIy’kui? — yCMEXHYJCA NapeHb, s BHU3. — Huuero, ckopo oTopBemnbes. A
IOKa MPUIETCH TaK. ..

3a nmocnegHue Henenu y dunaroBa BOIUIO B NMPUBBIYKY AENAaTh 3TO B T€MHWHOW BaHHOW,
BCIIOMMHAs, KaK ObUI TYyT C KOTEHKOM. B 3TOT pa3 emy 3axorenocs no-apyromy. OH ayman o cBoei
CITAJIBHE, XOJIONHBIX TEMHBIX NMPOCTBIHAX W U3BUBAIOLICHCSA Ha HUX Maynbllke. /[a. B ero mocrenn
oHa OyZIeT CMOTPEeThCs Ky/ia JIydilie, 4eM Ha oHe cepo-roiyooro kaders.

[TonyuuB AOATOXIAHHYIO pa3psaAKy, BUT OT3BOHMIICS KOJIIere W COOONII, YTOOBI TOT JKaall
ero Ha gade. Kortemk, rime mpoxoawsio mpa3gHoBaHue ObuT B OnmxkHeM I[loaMoOCKOBbE, TTOATOMY
n00paThCsl Ha TAKCH BBINLIO HE HAKJIaAHO.



Burtamuio Bce oOpamoBamuch, ocobeHHo Jlmza. CTomno neBylike yBUJETh OprOHETa, OHA
MOHsUTIa, YTO TMPa3aHUK TOYHO yraactcs. Crapas mpuUATENbHUIIA JTaBHO MedTaja MOJYYUTh B CBOU
cetn dunaroBa, BOT TOJIBKO OH HHUKAK HE TOMajaics, TeM HE McHee, MMEHHO K HEW OH
BO3BpaIajcs, Kak HarymsieTcst ¢ ApyruMu. JIn3za Morsa 061 00MIeThCsI, HO 0053aTeIbCTB APYT MepeT
APYroM y HUX He ObLTO, TO3TOMY OHA MPOCTO Xk Aasia, Koraa Buty Hajgoect 6eraTh 3a BCeMU TOAPSI,
¥ OH PEIUT OCTENEHUTHCI. A ¢ KeM, KpoMe Hee? [IIymyro BepOosSTHOCTh, UTO B €T0 KU3HU MOXKET
MOSIBUTHCS JIpyras JEBYIIKa, OHa OTOpOCHUIa.

®unatoB ObUT paji, HAKOHEI, KylIa-TO BbIOparbCsi. BOT TONBKO OH YyBCTBOBal OCTPYIO
HEXBATKy B 4eM-TO. TOJIbKO ceiiyac OH 0Oparuii BHUMaHUe, YTO €ro MpusTeNn Bce mapamu. Kak-to
HE3aMETHO, OJIMH 3a APYTUM, 3asJIble XOJOCTSIKU, BECEIBYaKU U Oanarypsl MEpEexXoAuiiv B pa3psij
ceMelHUKOB. KTo-T0 naxke ycnen xeHuThCca. CyHyTh FOJIOBY B METII0, Kak roBopul ApteM. Tonbko
ATa METJIsl CO CTOPOHBI HE Kaszajgach Takou yx aymaiieid. BoH, kak o Muiike 3ab6otutcs CoHbKa: u
ANUIBIK MOJOXKUT, U IO IIEBEJIOpPE MOIIAAUT, Kak IIEHOYKa, a OH W pad. Kpuc Toxe moOut
3aIlyCTUTh CBOM MaJkMMKA BUTy B BOJIOCH, M 3TO YEPTOBCKH NPHUATHO. IMEHHO €e-TO U He
xBataeT! OUIIaTOB YETKO OCO3HAJ, KaK CHJIBHO XOUeT, YTOOBI ’TUM BEUEPOM €ro MaJbllKa Oblia
31ech psaaoM ¢ HUM. Eil Obl HaBepHsIKa MOHPABUIIKCH IIyTKU Baauma, a motoM oHa Obl yOpXHYIa
U3 ero OOBATHH K JAEBOYKAM IOMOTarh C cajaramMu. BUTaIMKy XOTeNOoCh Tak K€, KaKk W MapHsIM, C
TOPIOCTBIO CMOTPETH Ha CBOKO XO3SIMTHUYAKO MTOJIOBUHKY.

— Yero rpyctuib? — IpOBOPKOBaAJIa YCTPOUBIIASACS pAbIIKOM JIn3a.

— He rpymry. lymaro, — I0OBOJIBHO CyXO OTBETUJI BUT, HEAOBOJIBHBIN TEM, YTO €I0 BEPHYIIU B
PEANBHOCTh U3 TAKUX CIAJKUX IPE3.

— He 3amep3 Ha ynune? MoxeT, B oM niepedepeMcsa? — OHa OIyCcTUJIa pyKy Ha Oeapo Bura,
HO OH HEOXHuJaHHO ee yopan. — Hy, Te1 gero? OOumencs Ha MeHs, 4To He Hapemana? J[ymana,
TeOe He HPABUTCS HABSI3YMBOCTb.

— JIus, g croza K Apy3bsiM Mprexai, a HE Ha MOTPaxXylKH.

— Panbiie s Te6s1 3TO OBUIO TOXKE camMoe, — OOMKEHHO MPOTOBOPHUJIA OHA, UCKPEHHE HE
MoHuMas, yto ¢ Butom, qymasi, 4To cama B 4eM-TO BUHOBATA.

— Caymait, s cepbe3Ho. He xouy, — ycTaB OT JOMOrareiabCTB, IPUSITEIBHUIIBI PE3KO CKa3all
®wunaroB. JIuza Bckouuiia CO CTylIa W, JIEMOHCTPAaTUBHO BWJIAS OeApamu, MOMIIbLUIA K >KEHCKOU
YaCTH TYCOBKH.

— Bur, 161 wero? Uro tebe JIuzka cmemama? — K HeMy IOJACE] MMEHUHHUK, C HHTEPECOM
HaOII0JaBIIMIA 32 BCEU dTOU CIICHKOM.

— Hwuuero ne cnenana. [IpocTto He xouy ee, — MOXKaj Iie4aMH OPIOHET, JOCTaJl MadKy
BuHcTOHA M TpUKYpUIIL.

— Cepbe3Ho? A MBI Bac B OJIHY CIIAJIBHIO. ..

— 1 nepeHo4yr0 B TOCTHHOM.

— He nano. Ms1 JIusky ¢ Karpkoil MOJIOKUM, a Thl TOTAA B XKEITYIHO CHAJIBHIO ONWH. Tam,
KCTaTH, IEKOJIJIa €CTh, — YCMEXHYJICS Muxaui, BeITArMBas U3 BUTAIBUHON MTAYKHU CUTAPETY.

— 3aueMm 1ekoiga? — "He nousu1 Ouatos.

— Hy xak? Uto06s1 oHa k TeOe, IoKa ThI CIUIIb, HE MPOOpaiach, — 3aCMESUICS UMEHUHHUK.

HpaSI[HI/IK IUIAaBHO IUIBUI K 3aBCPHICHUIO. Kro-TO YKE€ yaiell B AOM, KTO-TO HJaXKC CIIaJl.



Butanuk 4yBCTBOBa, Kak Iia3a caMu 3aKpBIBAIOTCS, a MPHUATHAS JIETKash My3bIKa TOJIBKO OOJIbIIe
yOaroKuBaa.

— Mux, Hapon, s cnarb. XOpoIo BaM MOCHAETh, — OMUPAsACh Ha TPOCTh CTal MOAHUMAThCS
Butanuk, u JIuza Tyt ke mojopBajiach, 4TOObI €My ITOMOYb.

— S npoBOXKY, — MOAJIEPAKHUBAS €T0 MMOJT PYKY, IPEJUIOKUIA OHA.

— He nano. Cam crnipaBiitoch, a Tl OTJbIXall, — BUT cTapajicst OTBETUTh, KaK MOXKHO MSTYE, E
KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB, JIEBYIIIKA HE BMHOBATa, YTO OH MPUYYUI €€ K cekcy 0e3 oOs3arenbcTB. OHA He
3aciyxuBaia, 4ToObl ee oomxanu. Yept! Jla yto ¢ HuM Takoe? OTKyga 3Ta CEHTUMEHTAIbHOCTh?
CoBcem HeaBHO ObLTO OBbI Bce paBHO. BOH, Kak ¢ AJIOUYKOiA.

— He cniops, — Hactosiia JIuza, 4yBCTBYS B €r0 TOHE BO3MOXKHOCTD JIJIsl CE0s1.

JIuza cama 3alpasna moctenbHOE Oenbe, Hajella MOAONAESSIbHUK, 3acTeiuia MPOCThIHb H,
HBBIpHYB PHIIATOBY NOAYIIKY C HABOJIOYKOM, CTala pa3IeBaThCA.

— Yro TBI Hemaeub, JIn3? — OKHYB SA3bIKOM, BOIPOCWII Butanuk.

— A Ha 4YTO TmMOX0Xke? — TPOMYpJbIKajla OHA, IOBOPAYMBASCh K TMapHIO, YTOOBI
MPOJAEMOHCTPUPOBATh OOHAKEHHYI0O HAJIMBHYIO TPYIb, YTO OH TaK JIOOWUI MSTh BO BpPEeMS UX
ctpactu. — CnaTh cOOMPAIOCh.

— He 3aech. Toi cinb ¢ Katroxout. Tyt s ouH.

— Hy Bur... — npoTsiHyna oHa U ycejach Ha KOJICHM K MYKUMHE Tak, 4YTOObI Irpyab Obuia
HanpoTuB ero juia. OHa moep3ana, kejas Mo4yBCTBOBaTh ero Bo30yxaenue. [louyBcTtBoBana. Ho
TOJIBKO BMECTO KEJIAEMOW KanuTysiiuu PdunaroBa cama MOJy4YWJia MOPAXKEHHUE, OKA3aBIIMCh Ha
noiy, rpyoo uMm ckunyroi. — Oi? Oxepen? Thol ke xouennb! Y Teds crourt!

— Cama oxepena. [To-xopouiemy ckasani, 4To HE Xo4y. A TO, YTO CTOUT — (PU3UOJIOTHSL.

— Taxk BoT oHO uTO. He B 9TOM n1e10, — OHa KMBHYJIA Ha 3aMETHYIO 3PEKIHI0. — Y Te0s KTO-
TO nosiBUJICS. Thl, 4acoM, He BIOOUIICS?

— JIuz, karuch, — mnpoueann Buranuii Tak yrpoxarounie, 4tro AEBYIIKa Moexuinach. OHa
HUKOT/Ia HE BHUJE/Aa €ro TaKUM W HE 3Haja, YTO MOXKET OXHUJaTh, TeM 0oJiee, UTO 3TUM BEUEPOM
®dunatoB ObUI MOJIOH CrOpIpU30B. OHA MOHSJIA € [T0J1a OJEXK/Y U MYJIeH BbUIeTENa U3 CIaJbHU.

dunaroB TPOMKO paccMmesicsa eit Bcied. BmoOuicsa. CmemmHo. Bero cBow ku3Hb Butanuil
storo u3zberan. Her, kak u 11000 HOpMaJbHBIA YEJIOBEK, OH BIIIOOJISUICSA, HO TOJIBKO 3TO BCE
OpICTpO 3akaHumBajgoch. OH CUYHTAI HHMXKE CBOETO JOCTOMHCTBA IO3BOJATH ceOe IOmOOHBIC
qyBCTBa. JKEeHIIMHAMU Ky/la IPUITHEE T0JIh30BaThCs, 4eM Jro0uTh. BiatodneHHocTs B Kpuctuny o
TOXe He mpu3Hajia. CuMmIaTus, yBaxeHue u xeaanue. Ho 3Toro 6b110 10CTaTOYHO, YTOOBI XOTETh €€
omHy. 1 on xorten. Tspkeno B3IOXHYB, MapeHb Mepecesl Ha KPoBaTh U CTaJl HATSATUBATh Ha MOAYIIKY
HABOJIOUKY, Pa3MBIIUISIE O TOM, YTO CTOMT MNPUDIACUTH KyJda-HHOynb KoTeHka. Tema OyneT B
SAPOCTU, HO €MY MTOKa HE 00s3aTEIbHO 00 ATOM 3HATh.

— CykuH CbhiH! — HEOXHUJAHHO BHUT ychplman ronoc Jydmiero Apyra W cHavana Jaxe
3aCOMHEBAJICA B CBOeM paccynake. He mor xe KpbuioB mpo4yecTs €ro MbICIIA U TENEMOPTUPOBATHCS
crona’?

— Tema?..

— 4 3naro, uto ThI caenan ¢ Kpuctunoi, ran! Ypoa! Ona xe Mos cecTtpa! — pa3bsIpeHHBIN



KpsutoB noameren k Buty v 3a rpyiku IOJIHSIT €r0 ¢ KPOBATH.
— Xopo1io, 4TO 3Haellb, — CIOKOWHO OTBeTHJ DuUiaroB, — Xo4elllb Bpe3arh, JaBai.
3acIyxKull.

Tema co Bcelt cuibl ynapusl Burtanuka, pazouB emy Hoc. OH OXHJad, YTO TOT OTBETUT, HO
ATOr0 HE CIAy4usoch. OuUnaroB HE MOT MOAHATH PYKY Ha npyra, Ho KpbuioBa 3TO HE OCTaHOBHIIO.
OH HaHOCHIN yzap 3a yaapoM, BbIMENIAsl BCIO CBOIO SPOCTh. TOJBKO, KOIJA YBUAEN, KAK COTHYICS
IIOITOJIaM JISKAIMK Ha oty BuT, ocraHoBHIICS.

— W 9to oHa Hamwia B TakoM rajie? 3HaeT ke Ipo TeOs U BCe paBHO BIIOOMIIACH 110 YIIIH.

— Bumo6unace?.. — mnpoxpunen But. OH, KoHe4HO, MOHMMaJ, 4TO0 KpHCTHHA K HeMy
HEpaBHOAYIIHA, BUAEH €€ B3IVISi/l, TAKOM )K€ KaK M Y APYIUX JAEBYIIEK, UTO CXOAUJIN IO HEMY C yMa.
Ho tonbko ycneimaB ot TeMbl MOATBEpPKACHUE, HAKOHEI, OCO3HAaJ, YTO YYBCTBA KOTEHKA
cepbe3Hbl. 1 4TO ObUIO CaMbIM YAUBUTEIBHBIM, €I0 3TO HE Myrajo.

— A 1B1 He 3HaJ... He moBepro. CKONBKO THI €M MOJIB30BaICA?

— V¥ Hac ObUI TOJBKO pa3, U TOTJAA S HE 3HAJ, YTO OHA TBOS cecTpa, — OTBeTHI Dunaros,
MPUTIOAHUMASCH C TI0JIa. BCTaTh HE BBINLIO, HO OH CMOT CECTh, YTOOBI BHACTH JIUI0 Apyra. — OHa
MHE HpaBUTCA. Sl BCTpEUaThCs C HEN XOUYy.

— Cnypen? Te1? Berpeuarbcsa? — KpbUloB omenmJi, Takoro oOH TOYHO HE oxuaai. [[paka.
Ckanpan. 3BuHenus. Bee, 4To yrogHo, HO HE 3TO.

— Ilouemy HeT? Tewm, oHa, mpaBa, MHE HPABUTCS.

— Ilouemy net? S Tebe mpoaemoHCcTpupyro, — KpbutioB goctan cBoi TeneoH u OBICTPO
HaIesn Te OTo, YTO HECKOJIbKO YacOB Ha3aJl MOKa3bIBajl CECTpE.
— OT0 B mpouvioM. MHe Hajoena Takas Ku3Hb, — BUT OTTOJKHYI OT CBOEro JHIA PYKY C

Tene(OHOM U, YyBCTBYS IUKOE OTBPAILICHUE K caMOMYy ce0e, OTBEPHYJICS.
— B nponwiom? J{ist KOTeHKa 3TO He Tpornuioe. MHe OyayT CHUTBCS €€ I1a3a, Korja OHa Ha
3TO CMOTpEIIA.

®unaroB noxonozaein. [Ipu MbIciH, 4TO €ro MalbllKa BHAENA 3TH (OTO, EMY CTajJO IJIOXO.
Omna 3Haia, Kakoul oH, HO He BuAena. A teneps? Uto teneps? OHA OTBEPHETCA OT HETO, U HA 3TOT
pa3 TOYHO HaBCET/a.

— Cnymait, But, 161 ke Bpemmn cebe. Tebe mpocTo xoueTcs HOBBIX omymieHui. Cenuac
OTHOILIEHWM, HO Tbl HE TOT, KTO MOXET HMX CTPOUThb. YK s 3HAK, O YEM TOBOPHO. Mbl
OJInHaKOBbIe, — KPBUIOB cell pSAOM C IPYyrOM U MPOTSAHYI MY Ma4Ky BJIaXKHbBIX can(eToK.

— A ecnu onmbaenbes? — BUT B3su1 OJJHY U BBITEP KPOBb 1101 HOCOM.

— Mory onmoarbcs, HO XOYelllb TaKUX dKCIEPUMEHTOB — C KeM-HUOyIb ApyruMm. BoH, c
JInzkon.

— Kpspuios... He nyxxna mue JIu3ka.

— He niist Hee crenens? — Tema cHOBa 3aBesicsi, OH MOT POCTUTH JIpyra, HO MO3BOJUTH ObITh
¢ cectpor — Hukorga! — Eie ckaku, 4To HE yCIell €€ TPAXHYTh.

— W He cobupasncs. S ee ormm.

Ot1o KpbuioBy coBceM He moHpaBuioch. Ecin But Bcepwe3 yBiekcs KpuctuHoil, HUYEM
XOpOIIMM 3TO HE KOHYMTCS. Jlaxke ecliu OHM COMIYTCS, Ja)XK€ €CIM MPOBCTPEYAIOTCA KAKOE-TO



BpeMs, IOTOM OH CHOBA 3aryjsieT. A pa30ouToe cep/iiie KOTeHKa eMy HE MPOCTHUT.

— Ilpenynpexnair, eciid Xodelllb COXPaHUTh Hallly JIpYyxOy, HE MPUOIMKaics K Hel, —
yrpoXkarole mpommnea ApreM, — K TOMY K€ OHa caMa Ha Te0s He TOCMOTPUT IOCIIe BCETo, UTo s
el TToKa3aJl.

— Hpyr, cnyman. ..

— He nepeodusaii! O Kpuctune 3a0ynp. Korma Oyaenis ¢ Hell cTaakuBaThCsl, OrpaHUYMBaCS
MPUBETCTBUEM, & O TOM, YTOOBI OCTaThcsl HaequHe — 3a0yab. U BoT eme. Tenedon cBoit nai, —
ApTeM NpoTAHYI PYKY, 1 DUIIaTOB BIOXKIII B HEe cMapT(HOH, — Kak OHa 3anucaHa’?

— KoreHok. ..

KpbutoB 3aHec HOMEp CeCTpbl B UYEPHBIA CIMCOK, HAa BCSIKUM Cliydald. Y HEro Jaxe
MIPOMEJIBKHYJIA MBICJIh HAITMCATh CECTPE YTO-HUOYIb TaKOe, YTOOBI HABEPHSKA OTBaIUTh Butanuka,
HO TaK HU3KO OH PEIIMJ HE OMMYCKAThCH.

— Bemm coGepens 3aBTpa U CheICb.

Aptem He Mor 00JIbIlie OcTaBaThCsa ¢ BuTanmukom, CIUIIKOM Yecaanuch PyKH CHOBA HAOUTh €My
Mopay. OH nogHsIcs 1 moMor noaHAThbes dunatoBy. ToT ObL1 MpauHee Tyuu. Hy 1 mycTh, cecTpy B
obuy He aacT!

— Burt, oHa Obl1a J€BCTBEHHUIICH? — HAKOHEII, 33/1aJ1 JABHO Tep3aBIlMii ero Bonpoc Tema.
— Her, — cyxo oTBeTun @unato, — A0 MEHS noctapanuck. ToT ypoxa. Onexex.

Tema xkuBHyn. Hanmomunanue o ciydae ¢ Onerom ciiaboii 01aromapHOCTBIO OTO3BaJOCh B
IyIlle, HO TOJILKO TYT OH BAPYT MOHSUI, YTO HU XpeHa ITO He Oblia Oparckas Ji000Bb U IpYyKeCcKas
coluIapHOCTh. Bee paBHO, 3a TO, UTO yBe3 KOTEHKa M 3aropofiui coboit B manmue, Kpbuios ciiado
npoctui Bura.

ApteM ObICTpO cOexal C JIECTHUIIBI U CTOJAKHYIICS BHU3Y ¢ JIuzoi. Cyns mo BceMy, OHa »kKJaja
MMEHHO ero. JIto0onbITHAS IeBUIIA.

— Temouka, yero Tel 0T Buta xoten?

— TeOs He KacaeTcs, HO TeIeph OH CBOOOJICH, TaK YTO JEHCTBYH.

— Jla He xouer OH. BhIrHanm MeHs, — B3JOXHYJA JICBYIIKA M YCEJIaCh HA CIIMHKY JIUBaHa,
HaJIesCh 3a/iepKarh TeMy, HaJlaBUTh Ha YKAJIOCTh W BBINBITATh, KTO K€ Ta MEP3aBKa, YTO yBeJla €€
Buta. Ho KpbUtoB cuikoM XOpoImo 3HaJT KEHIIMH, YTOOBI TOBECTHUCH HA €€ UTPHI.

— A TbI ocTapaiics. Moxer ObITh, ceiiuac BHITOPUT.

BepuyBumch nmomoii, Tema He Hamen cBoero koTeHka. [lepBas cTpamimas MbICTb ObUTa cpa3y
xe orOpomeHa. Hert, ero cectpa cuibHasi, OHa HE HAJOXHUT Ha cels pyku. Ho xorma oH yBumen
3aMUCKy Ha €€ KpOoBaTH, Y HEro BHYTpU Bce moxononeino. Obomnuioch. OHa yexana. Coexana oT
HEro, HO, TJIaBHOE, *uBa. He Tepsis HU MUHYTHI, ApTeM MOMYAJICS K CECTpe B OOIIECKUTHE.

Kak m xoten KpBIJ'IOB, Buranuii He uckan BCTpCHUH C Manbmikou. IlonoxxuB Ha OIHY 4Yally



BecoB ApyxkOy ¢ Temol, a Ha apyryto — pomad ¢ Kpuc, nepBasi nepeBecuia. TeM He MEHee,
BBIKMHYTH €€ M3 TOJIOBBI HE MoJydaiaoch. @uiiatoB ObLT yBEpEH, 4TO 3TO BpeMeHHO. Hy)XHO TOJIbKO
MOJI0K/1aTh, HE BUIETh €€, He cibllarb 0 Hed. Hemnoxo ObUI0 OBl 3aKpyTUTH C KEM-HHUOYIb.
['oBopst, momoraet. ToJIbKO TyJa TOXe He TAHYIO. BUT cHOBa ¢ rojioBoil yien B paboTy, a 3a04HO
nopadoTaji KymuJoHOM U CBeJl AJIJIOUKY C OTHUM CBOMM HEJABHO pa3BeJeHHBIM Kojuierou. Ilycth
BMECTE BOCCTAIOT U3 Meria 0€30TBETHOM JIIOOBH.

Kpuctuna He Bujzena Hu Opara, HU €ro Jipyra. TeMa MHOIJa 3BOHUJI CIIPABUTHCS, KAK y HEE
nena, a BOT Burt coBcem wucue3. OHa 3Haia, 4TO ¢ ApPTEMOM OHH MOMHUPWIIMCh U HCKPEHHE
pajgoBaiach 3a TapHEW, TOJIbKO cama He Monia Haith nokos. He Ttak. He 3mech. OpHum
aBI'YCTOBCKHM YTPOM, JICBYIIIKA IPUHSJIA PEIICHUE.

Eme B TromeHnu, BbIOMpasi By3, OHM C MaMOW paccMmarpuBaiid BapuaHT [luTepckoi akajgeMumu.
[lo 6amnam EI'D, oHa npoxoauia v TyAa, U B CBOM YHUBEPCUTET, HO BbIOpasia CTOJHUILY, YTOOBI OBITh
omxe k Temouxke. Teneps oHa 03a1auniiack mepeBoIoM. bpaty roBopuTh 1moka He XoTena.

— Korenok, ponurteny 3B0HUIIN, — COOOIIMII HEOKUJAHHO TTpuexaBiumii Tema, — mpoBeaTh
HAC pEIMJIM, TaK 4YTO IIOCJIE3aBTpA MpHE3kKal KO MHE C yrpa. lIpuroroBumb yxuH, a s U3
a’poriopTa ux 3abepy.

— Xopomo, Temouka, — Kpucrtuna He pacckazaiga Opary, 4TO 3HaJla O POAUTEIHCKOM
npuesJie, BeJb camMa 3BOHUJIA UM C MPOCHhOON MOMOYb C MEPEBOIOM B JApyroi By3. Ho ¢ mambl u
narnbl B3sijla YECTHOE CJIOBO HE FOBOPUTH HUUero Apremy. Cama cooOIMT, KaKk Bce OylIeT TOTOBO K
nepeesnay.

Bce mwio, kak Henb3s nydnie. Pogurenu ObUIM JOBOJIBHBI TEM, KaK JIETM WX BCTPETHIIH.
Kpuctuna npuroroBuia BKYCHBIA YXKHH: KypULa, CajiaTbl, 3aKycku. Moionen, aoyka, Mama
XOpOIIO TMOArOTOBUJIA KO B3pPOCIION KU3HU. THUXUN CEMENHBIA BEYEp IOCTEIIEHHO IepepacTall B
IIyMHOE 3aCTOJIbE, HO TYT MAalWH aHEKJIOT Ipy0o MmpepBajl ABEPHOM 3BOHOK.

— TemMouka, MOXET, CIOPOPU3 MOPUTOTOBWJI Marepu C OTIOM U HEBECTY pEIIMI
NpeACTaBUTh? — JIYKaBO MOMHTEpecoBasiach Haranbss BUKTOpOBHA, BCEphe3 OOECIIOKOEHHAS TEM,
YTO y ChIHA €Ille HE ObLI0O HU OJHUX CEPbE3HBIX OTHOILICHUN. B ee ronoBy Jaxke €311 HEeXOpolre
MBICJIM OTHOCUTEJILHO ChIHOBHEW OPUEHTAIIMU, HO OHA THAJIAa UX OTaHOW METJION.

— Her, MaMm, TOYHO HE HEBECTA, — YCMEXHYJICS NTAPEHb U HAIPABUJICS K JIBEPH.

— KoreHoxk, ThI HE 3Haelb, TBOM OpaT HU C KEM HE BCTpedaeTcs, — MOouHTepecoBaics Jlenuc
BanepwseBuy, Ho KpuctrHa TobKO OKavyasa roJioBOM.

Haranps BUKTOpOBHA TOJBKO XOT€JIa CIPOCUTH 4YTO-TO €IIE y JOYEPU, HO YCibllllanga U3
MpUX0KEN 3HAKOMBIN Tojioc. BuTtanuka oHa Bcerja jiro0uiia u Oblla pacCTpoeHa, y3HaB, 4To TeMa
HE MO3BaJl Apyra Ha CEMEUHBIN yKHUH. [JIynoct, oH Toxke wieH ceMbr! CTOIBKO TOCTHI Y HUX B
TioMeHu, a TyT BIOPYr CTal 4yXKUM. KOHEYHO ke, )KCHIIMHA MOICKOYMIIa W MONUIa 33 CHIHOM B
[IPUXOKYIO.

— U He otka3siBaiics, Butanuk! Kotenok Takoil yxkuH yctpousia! — Haranbss BukTopoBHa 32
pyky nputanmia GunatoBa B TOCTUHYIO.



— Burans! — Jlenuc BanepbeBud HE MEHBIIE )K€HBI 00paI0BaJICs APYry cbiHa. B pesynbrare
coexaTth BuTy He ynanocs.

Pomurenu KpbuioBbix pacckasbiBaiu 0 TroMeHHU, CBOEM OM3HECEe, pacClpallMBaid NapHen mpo
ux paboTy, HHTEPECOBAIKUCH KH3HbIO KpructuHouku. Bpone Obl Bce 1u1o npekpacHo, Toiabko Kpuc
HE MoIvla HalTu ce0e MecTa, YyBCTBYS TSDKEJbIA B3N BuTa, a OH Gecuiics, 4To MalblllKa Jaxe
HU pa3y Ha HEro He B3ISHYIA. 3aT0 ApPTEM MNPEKpPacHO BCE BUJEN, 32 YTO 3aeXajl JIPYry Ho.
CTOJIOM IO HOTE.

— Bur, a y Te0s neBymika ecth? — mouHTepecoBanach Harames BukTopoBHa. ITOT BOIpOC
OecroKoMJI €€, KaK HUKOTJa, MOTOMY YTO MOJ03PEHHS] B OPUEHTAIIUM ChIHA TOATBEPXKAAIUCH €T0
onm3Koi apyx00i ¢ Butanbkoi.

— Het, — oTBeTuU napensn, 4emM J0OUJI HECYACTHYIO KCHIIMHY.

— ¥ Bac 310 cepbe3HO? — ¢ 00JIbIO B IOJIOBE CIIPOCHIIA OHA HE B CUJIax OOJIbILE JEPKaTh BCE
B ceOe. [1ycTh yx ropbkasi mpaBja BbIILIBIBET HAPYXKY.

— Yto ceppe3Ho? — BUT He MOHSI U pelmi, 4To Marb ApTeMa Jorajaiach HaCUeT HEro ¢
KOTEHKOM.

— S Bce nonsuta, Butanuk. Ycrana xxnath, korga TeMHUK caMm pacCKakKer. ..

— Haram, He crout, — Bmewancs Jenuc BaneppeBuy, HO cynpyra *&ecTOM €ro OCTaHOBHIIA.

— ApreM, 71 Hac ¢ TBOUM OTLOM 3TO ynap. MbI BCerja XOTeJId BHYKOB, HO Thl HAlll CbIH, U
MbI OyzieM JoOuTh Teost Mo0bM. Tem Oonee, Butaiio 3HaemM yxe CKOJIbKO JIET.

— Mawm, Tb1 0 yeM? — y TeMKku IpoCKoJIb3HY/IA ciabast 1orajka, HO OH €€ OBICTPO OTOPOCHII
Kak HEBO3MOXHYI0, a BOT Kpuctruna u But pazpasuiiuce IMKUM CMEXOM.

— Mawmouka, He 00¥icsl, TBOW CHIHOK HE I'ei, — MbITasICh YCIOKOUTHCS, ckazana Kpuc u crana
coOuparh CO CTOJa TPSA3HYIO MOCYAY, — BBl TTOKA MPOSCHUTE BCE C OparieM, a s mpudepych u
IIPUHECY JIeCepT.

[Toxa Tema ¢ meHO# y pTa AOKa3bIBaJl MaTepu U OTILY, YTO OH MY)KYMHA J0 MO3ra KOCTeH, a
Haranss BukTopoBHA M3BHHSIIACH 32 CBOM IMONO3peHMs, BUTy ynanock ynmu3uayTe. HukTo maxke He
oOpaTuii Ha TO BHUMaHMUSI.

Kpuctrna Harupana neHHON T'yOKO#l Tapesky, Korjga ee Tanuio oOBwin pyku ®@unaroBa. OH
JMKO CKydYall MO CBOCW MAJBIIIKE W CEMYac HYXKJaJICsI B HEHM, Kak B Bo3ayxe. lllymHO BIOXHYB
apoMar ee BOJIOC, OH yOpas UX C OIHOW CTOPOHBI U JIETKO IOIIeJIOBall TOHKYIO Ielky. Ha cexynmy
Kpucrtuna pacrepsuiace, HOTOM CHOBA MOAJANIACH EMY, HO TYT %€ OIIOMHUJIACH.

— Te1 uro TBOpHIIL? Hac yBuast, — Kpuctuna orrosnkHyna Butanuka, HO OH CHOBa €€
oOHsu1. — Ilyctu mensa! Tam Tema, poaurtenu. Xutbs Hagoeno?
— KoreHok, s mo Tebe COCKY4Yuics, — CKBO3b YIBIOKY MPOIIENTAN OH, €My HPABUJIOCH, YTO

MaJIblllIKa TOBOpHJIA PO Opara, poxuTteneil, Ho He npo ceds. OHa BCe €lle ero XoTena, 3HA4YuT,
naxe Te Gororpaduu He OTTOJIKHYIIU KOTeHKA. — TblI Takas ciaakasi.

— Bur, myctu Mens1, — ctporo ckaszana Kpuc, monumas, 4yTo ene 4yrb-4yTh U BCE IIOKATUTCH
B Taprapapel. — Yero TbI xouenis? S He cOOUParOCh. ..

— Tcc... — OH JaJI0HBI0 HAKpbUI €€ HEeXHble I'yOKH, YTO TaK XOTEJOCh 3alesioBaTh A0
KpacHOM NpUunyxyioctu. — JlaBal BCTpeYaThCsl.



Kpuctuna oroponena. OHa Moryia kaaTh BCEro, 4Yero YromaHo, HO BeTpedarbes? M3 HuX qBoux
NEBATHAIIATUIICTHSS JICBYIIKA OKas3ajach B3pociiee W pa3ymMHEe JABAIATHILNCCTHUIICTHETO
MyX4riHBL. KpHC pa3BepHYIach B €ro 0OBATHIX M, MOJIOKUB pyKH BUTY Ha Tpyab, OTTONKHY/IA OT
ceosl.

— Her.

— Het? Ho TbI ke ToXe xouelllb. Sl MOMHIO, KaK ThI TpereTalia, Koraa s Kacajcs TeOs, Kak
cama LIeJI0Baja. ..

— Ilpexparu. I motom ThI obemian Teme k0O MHE HE NMPUOIMKATHCS, WM Bala ApykOa
HHUYETO HE 3HAYUT?

— He roBopu tak. ApreM — MOU JIydlMid APYyr U 3TOr0 HUYTO HE U3MEHUT, & Mbl MOIJIH OBl
BcTpeyarbes TaitHo. [Toka. S cbexan ot Tembl, Tak 4TO Thl MOXKEIIb CMEJIO TPUXOAUTh KO MHE, —
But He mpoayMbIBall 3TOr0 paHbIle, HO CTOWJIO YBUJAECTh MAJIBIIIKY, AepKaTh ce0s yxe He mor. U
Kak Obl OH HU JIIOOUJ ApTeMa, ceiiuac OH ObUT TOTOB IOCJATh BCE K YEPTY, TOJIBKO Obl OHA CKa3ala
«aay.

— Ot0 15 Te0st BeTpeuarhesa? TailkoM TpaxaThCsl B TBOEH KBapTUpeE?

— Ecimm xoueum yero-to eme, ckaxu. B pecropan cBoxky... Tam... Hy, He 3Har, yero
xouelb? — Butanuk He 3HaN, 4TO MPEJIOKUTh, BEb CaM HE TyMall 00 3TOM, €IMHCTBEHHOE, B
4yeM ObLT YBEPEH, XOTell, YTOObI KOTEHOK ObLIa C HUM.

— UYero xouy? UtoOsI ThI oTBsi3asicsi, But, — copBanack Ha rpoMkuii menot Kpuctuna, —
HUYETO y Hac He OyaeT. Sl He coOuparoch CKpbhIBaThcsa OT Tembl. A TebOe CTOUT MOIyMarh Kak
CJIeIyeT, CTOUT JIM 3Ta MHTPUXKKa Baweil npyx0sbl. Hy, colimemcst Mbl, naxke eciu Tema mpuMer, a
notoM? Thl HACKITUIIILCA MHOM, YHJICIIb K IPYrOid, a KaK MOTOM B Ijla3a ApYyry CMOTPETh Oyjaem?

— Kotenok... — BuT cienan mar K IeByIlIKe, HO OHa )KECTOM OCTaHOBHJIA.
— He mnepeOuBaii. MHe Henerko, — OHa NPHUKPHUIA Tya3a, 4YTOOBI HE TO3BOJUTH cebde
pacmiakarecsi, — Oynelb co MHOW — Bamed JIpyx0e koHew. Bel cronbko et Bmecte. Jla u

KaKOBO 6y,I[CT TeOe MOTOM BeuHO co MHOM crtankuBaTbca? C Temoli MBI CEMBbiA, U 1 TOYHO HC
HNCUYC3HY N3 CT'0 JKU3HMU.

Kpucruna ropopuia npasnay. Ty, kotopyro @unaroB He xoTe ciblark. Ho, uepT Bo3bMHU, Kak
ObITh, €CJIM HAW3HAHKY BbIBOpauMBaeT 0Oe3 Hee. BoT ceiiuac oHa psjioM, HO Tak JaJieKo.
Henpucrynnas, ropaas. ..

— JlaBait monmpoOyeM. .. — ciabasi MOMBITKA, CIUIIKOM cliadas, yToObl KprcTuHa cnanace.
— Her.

TeM BpemMeHEM B TOCTMHOM, HAaKOHEN, 3aMETWJIM JI0JTro€ OTCyTcTBME Buta. ApreM, Kak
OILIIIAPEHHBIN, PBAHYJI 32 CECTPOU U yCIIEN KaK pa3 BOBPEMS.

— UYrto oH mpemiaran Tebe mompoOOBaTh, W OTYETO THI OTKazamach? — Tema cTporo
IOCMOTPEII Ha CECTPY, HO 3a Hee OTBEeTUI DuUnarTos.

— A npennoxui BecrpeyaTbes, HO KpuctuHa oTkasana.

— Hyman, Tel MHE npyr, — Tema nomneren Kk Buty, HO He ycnen ero cxBaruTh, KaK MEX]y
HUMH Biesna Kpuc.



— Cnymaiite 0o0a, s He Oyay BcTpeuarbcsi ¢ Butanukom, Tak 9To 3TOT CKaHAaI HU K yemy. B
KOMHAaTEe POIUTENH, OHM Bac OOOUX JIOOST, MOITOMY BeIuTe ce0si MpUJIMYHO. TeM, BHI30BU MHE
TAKCH.

— S mymain, Tbl OCTAHEUIbCA. . .

— Her, He ocTtanyck. A Ha @unaroBa He 31much. OH, HANOT, 3amyTrancs. CKOpo 3TO MPOMIET.
Thl cam eMy OMOXelllb, TOTOMY YTO TaKOU k€ KOOeJb.

Kpuctuna B3suia Belm, Monpou@aiach ¢ poAUTENsIMU U yiwia oT AprteMa. Tenepb oHa He
COMHEBAJIACh, YTO €JUHCTBEHHBIN BBIXO JJIsI HUX TPOUX — 3TO yEXaTh.

C mnepeBogom B IleTepOyprckyro akamemMuio mpoOiemM He BO3HUKIO. KpbutioBy B3siin 0e3
co0ece/IoBaHMs, TIOCKOJIBKY €€ OTMETKH OBbUTM OTJIWYHBIMH, a YydacThe B OOIIECTBEHHOU
AESITEIBHOCTA  CTaJO JIOMOJHUTENBHBIM IUTIOCOM. EMHCTBEHHass mpoOiemMa BO3HHUKIA C
OOIE)KUTHEM, HO POTUTETH IMOOOCIIAIM YCTPOUTh KOTEHKA, MOKa aKaaeMUsl He IMPeTOCTABUT
KoMmHary. Tenepb ocTaBaioch pacckazaTb 000 BceM Teme.

— Kak mepeesxaens? M3-3a Hero? — mocie Bcell 3TONW HUCTOpUM ApTeM IepekrBail 3a
CBOETO KOTEHKa CHUJIbHEE, 4YeM Tpexiae. A eclid OHa YeAeT, KTO e OyaeT 3a Hed CIeauTh?
Bockpecubim yrpom Kpuctruna mo3Bana Opara B Ko(peilHIO HEJaIeKo OT CBOEro OOIICKHUTHUSI; OHa
HE TpeAaynpeausia, 0 4YeM MONIET peub, HO IO TOJOCY OH MOHSJI, YTO 3TO YTO-TO CEPhE3HOE.
HecmoTps Ha TUKYIO yCTalIOCTh Mocjie 0eCCOHHOM HOuM, Tema pBaHysl Ha BCTPEUy ¢ KOTEHKOM.

— He u3-3a Hero. U3-3a cebs. Aprem, Tak OymeT Jydlle A BCEX, — CIOKOWHO OTBETHJIA
JeBYITIKA, OTIIMBAs ICHHBIN JIATTe.

— OT10 ryno, KoTeHoK. Bot Tak coerars, — He yHumaincs Tema.

— S e cbOerato. [1o cyru, B MockBe MEHSI HUYETO HE JEPKUT. YHUBEPCUTETCKUE MPUSITEIH
— T1am OymyT apyrue. Tl — TeGe camomy Oyaer crokoifHee. A BooOIe, Mama IpaBa, Hagu
JEBYIIKY, — JIyde3apHo yablOHynach Kpuctuna, 3Has1, kKak Opat He JIIOOUT 3Ty TEMY.

— Kotenok, u Tbl Tyna xe? MHe U Tak He IJI0X0, — APTEM B3sUI CECTPY 3a PYKY U MPOBEI
OOJIBIIMM MAJIBLIEM IO THUIBHON CTOPOHE JIaJIOIIKH.

— Kak 3Haelb, — oHa cxKajia OpaToBy pyKy, — s Jt00J1t0 TeOs1, TeMouka.

— U a1 €05, KOTEHOK.

ApTeM pacriaTuics MO CYETy, MOLEJOBall CEeCTpy M mocnenmi K Mamnmue. CeromHs emy
HY>KHO OBLIO 3aexaTh B OQUC 3a JOKYMEHTaMH, a JHEM BCTpeTuThcsa ¢ Butom. Emy oH penmn He
pacckasbiBaTh 00 OTBHE37le KOTEHKa, TeM Oojiee, OHAa caMa HE XOoTella OOIAThCA C MapHEM.
B3pocnas, cunbHas neBouka. KpbUloB HE COMHEBaJCs, YTO Yy Hee 00s3aTelIbHO BCE MOIYYHUTCS.
VYNBIOHYBIIMCH CBOUM MBICIISIM, OH IIEIKHYJI KHOMKON, CHUMas MalllMHY ¢ CUTHAJIM3AlUU U TOIIE
K Hell uepes gopory. OH He ycrnen yBUAETh, Kak U3-3a MOBOPOTA Ha OCIIEHOW CKOPOCTH BBICKOYMIIA
Joporasi ”THOMapKa, MoAapoK OorarblX poAuTeNel JoOMMOMY ChIHKY. W 1ieBarh, YTO OH ILIOXO
BOIWT. TakWe MalMHBI CO3JAaHbl I BBICOKHUX CKOpOCTEH, MOCKOBCKME VYIMIBI YTPOM B
BOCKpPECEHbE — HET, a BOT (peppapu — Oe3ycinoBHO. COCYHOK Jla)ke HE yCIeNl TOJIKOM HaKaTh Ha
TOPMO3.

KpI/ICTI/IHa BBIOE)KAJIa Ha YIMny Ha Yyenu-To KpPHK. Omna ne BUACIAa, HO IIOHsAIA, YTO 3TO €€
Temouka. OH JIeKaj Ha A0pore, a Jinxad yKe€ CKpbLUICA BAAJICKC.



— Dr0 ObIIa XKenTas CIOPTUBHAS MalllMHA. S Bce BUACH, — BBIKPUKHYII KTO-TO C3a/H.

— He ocTanoBuiics gaxe. Y OIr010K, — MPOIEIUI APYTOH.

— Cxopyro! Br3oBeTe CKOpYI0, YTO K€ Bbl CTOMTE?! — 3arojiocuiia MOJIOJAEHbKAasi MaMOUKa C
IJIAYyIIMM Kapary30M B KOJISICKE.

B ckopoit Hano6HOCcTH HEe Obuto. Aprem KpbulOB ymMep modTH cpas3y, HO OH yCHEN YBUJETh
CKJIOHMBIIYIOCS HaJl HUM IIEPENYraHHYI0, HO TAKYIO JIOOUMYIO CECTDY.

I'1aBa 6

B xu3nu Kpuctunsl KpbuioBoil He ObUIO JTHA XyXKe€, Y€M TOT, KOTJla XOPOHWJIM ee Opara.
CoOpasiochk Tak MHOTO Hapoja, 4To B Iazax psAduio. JIuKo XoTenoch miakarb, HO OHa JiepkKaiach
U3 TIOCJIETHUX CUJI, BE/b ObLJIa HY>KHA POJIUTEIISIM.

Haranbe BuktopoBue u Jlenucy BanepreBudy cooONmMINM Ha CIEAYIONMN J€Hb MOCJE TOrO,
KaK OHU BEpHYIHCh B TioMeHb. JKeHIMHE CTajgo Tak IJI0X0, YTO BBUIETETh 00paTHO B MOCKBY
cpa3y He CMOTJIM, 1 OpPTaHU3AIlUIO TOXOPOH B3su1 Ha ceOs Butanuii.

Tem yTpoMm OH mpocmain Jomo3AHa, Kak cieAyeT HaapaBIMCh HakaHyHe ¢ Temoi. OTMmevanu
BOCCTaHOBJIEHUE NPYXObl, TpaBaa, B orauuue oT dunarosa, KpbuioB nepkancs cToiiko, emy ele
NPEACTOSIIO O3/ITHEE CBUAAHUE, KOTOPOE MOTJIO OBl OBITH JBOMHBIM, HO BUT oTKa3aics.

— Cnymaii, KOHYal CTpOUTH BIIOOJIEHHOTO, T€0OE HE UJIET, — Pa303JIUIIics ApTeM.

— Jla unu 1B, — OTMaxHylcs Burtanmk, oH He ObUT TOTOB 0O0CYX1arh KpucTuHy, 4epTOBKa
BCE €1IC HE 1UIA U3 T'OJOBBI.

— Wny, men Ob1 co MHOM. Y AHEUKH €CTh MOJPYKKA. ..

— Tewm, cepbe3Ho, He Hamoeno? — mnepeOun Burtanuk, He jKenas CIylaTh O MPENecTsIX
AHEYKUHOU TOJIPYTH.

— Her, He Hagoeno. f xkuBy, MOM APYyr. DTO — HACTOSIIAS KU3Hb, — APTEM pa3BeN PYKH U
JOBOJIBHO KPYTAaHYJICH.

— He Oowumnibcs, yTo Takas >XU3HL OBICTPO MPOJETUT? — PaAOCTb TeMbl OTKPOBEHHO
pasgpaxana Burtannka. Benp apyr mpekpacHO 3Hal, Kak €My cerddac XpeHOBO. XOTS 3Harb U
ITIOHUMATh — Pa3HbIC BEIIM.

— Tl coBceM necCUMUCTUYEH. MHE TaKUM HE HPAaBUIILCA. 3a CBOIO KM3HB MTOOECIIOKOMCS, a
He Moro. KoHuail mypuTh U Bo3Bpamaiica kK cede mpexkHemy. A Moka Thl TYT KHUCHEIIb, S IOIIe
pasBiekaTbes. OTOPBYCh, KaK B MOCJIEAHUN pa3.

Ha gacax Ob1n IMOJACHDb, KOI/Ia €MY ITIO3BOHMJIM C HC3HAKOMOI'O HOMCEpA. CHaugajia OH HEe XOTen
OTBC4YaTh, HO KTO-TO HACTOMYMBLIN HE nepecraBall TPC3BOHUTD.

— Amno! — HeJoBOJIBHO KPUKHYI Butanuii, Ho eMy He OTBETHJIM, — TFOBOPH HJIM MPEKPATH
3BOHUTH!
— Bur... — ¢ Tpyaom npoctonana Kpuctuna, — But, Tema noru6. IIpuesxaii.



Ona HazBanma ajapec, cOpocwia u mepemana TenedoH monuieiickomy. Butamumk Obul
€MHCTBEHHBIM, KOMY MOTJIa MO3BOHUTHh KpucTrHa, HO co cBoero TesnedoHa HUKAK He MOTyJdaioch.
JleBylka He cpasy Joraaaiach, YTO €€ HOMEp BHECIU B UepHbIM crucok. Ho ceffuac Obl1o HE 10
ooun. Eme Hano ckazars poautensm. Uto xe Oynet ¢ Mmamoit?

Burtanuk npumyancs, Kak TOJbKO CMOT. B BbIBepHyTOM Hau3HaHKy (yroOoiike,
B3bEPOIICHHBIN, HEOpUTHIA. KpucTHHY OH Halllen B NOJMIMU, OHA CHJAENa Ha CEPOM CTYIE,
3a0paBImch Ha Hero ¢ Horamu. Crousno el yBuaeTh Buta, kak U3 ee Tpydu BBIPBAJICS TPOMKHI
CTOH, TOT YTO OHAa yJep>K1BaJia B ceOe, MoKa ObUIa OJTHA.

— KoteHok, st ¢ To60#... ¢ ToOoM, — BuTanuk npmwixkuMan Kk cede MaJbIIIKY, XOTeJ KaK-TO
YCIIOKOWTH, HO KaK, KOTJla Y CaMOTO Ha Tla3a HaBOpauyMBaiduCh clie3bl. OH HUYEro He 3HaJ, KpoMe
TOTO, 4TO Jpyra cOuia goporasi ”HOMapKa, BOAUTENb KOTopoil ciauHsil. ['an. Ero oH eme passirer,
HO 3TO OyJIeT MOTOM.

Ecnu 6p1 He ®@unaroB, Kpuctuna Obl He cnipaBuiack. OH pelmia BOMPOCH B MOJIUIINU, CaM
MMO3BOHUI pOoAUTENAM KpbIIOBBIX, 3aHSJICS OpraHU3alUuer TOXOPOH.

— O nenbrax He nymau. Ilpuenem, Bce BepHem. Ho cerognsa Hukak, Harama He BCTaer, —
ckasan Jlenuc BanepbeBrd, KOrja Be4epoM TOTO JIHS IT03BOHUI PUIIaTOBY.

— He OecnokoiiTech 1 He yMailTe HUYEro BO3BpalliaTh. S BceM 3aliMych, — OTBETUJ BUT.

— 3a KOTEHKOM IIPUCMOTPH, KaK OHA?

— He GecniokoiiTech, oHa y MeHsl. S puBe3 ee K cede TOMOM.

— Torna s crokoeH.

O6a HyXJIaduCh IPYr B JIpyre, MOTOMY YTO HHKOTO HE OCTajJOCh PSJAOM, HO MEXKIY HUMH
HUYEro He ObUIO, Aake HEBMHHOIO monenyd. KpuctuHa monumana, Kak mioxo Buty, crapanach
NOJJICP>KUBATh, MTOKA OH eIyl BCE C MOXOPOHHBIM OIOpO, MallIMHAMM, LIBETaMU. A OH, B CBOIO
o4epeslb, MbITAJCA B3BAJIUTh Ha ce0sl Bce MPOOJIEMBI, TOJBKO YTOOBI KOTEHKY U POAUTENSIM OBLIO

POIIIE.

— OOpuHO BBIOMpAIOT O€lble JWINU Win Kajuibl. Kamisl qopoxke, HO JHIIMM NaxHyT. Bapyr
ameprusa. MoXHO CHSTh y JIWJIMK TBUIbIYY, HO 3TO 3a JNOIUIATY. Torma 3KOHOMUYHEE KaJulbl, —
jeneTana MOJIOJIEHbKasi COTpyIHUIA Or0po, cus nepes BuTom ¢ 6J0OKHOTHKOM.

— Kayme, — cyxo orBetus napeHb. Kak ero Bce pasmpaxano. Jlunum, Kamiel — Kakas
pasHuua, Teme yxe HEBaXKHO.

— Xopomo. Tenepp ynakoBka. Ceiluac MOAHO KOpOOKH. YUepHbIE MM TEMHO-CEpbIE. ITO
TAaK)Ke MPAKTUYHO. JIerko CTaBUTS...

— IlycTh OynyT KOpoOKH.

— @opMa Kpyr uiIu MNOpsIMOYroibHUK? MOXKHO TakXke Ha KOpoOKe Hameyararb (oTo
ITOKOMHOTO.

Ha nocnegnem ciioBe BUT BcTpeneHyics, OH BCE HUKAK HE MOl IOBEpUTh, 4TO ApTema
oonbiie HeT. Het ero camoro o6muskoro apyra. bpara! M uto Teneps? Ilo cyru, KpbutoB maxke
HUYEro €My He OCTaBWJ. TOJBKO KOTEHOK — MaJjieHbKOe, MUJIoe HamomMuHaHue o Opare. OH



TOJDKEH O Hel 1mo3a0oTutThes. Tema Ob1 xoten. Ho Toapko OH maim apyry clioBo. ..

Buranuk He 3HaJ, 4TO BCE YK€ peuieHo, uto KpuctuHa He mepenymalia yes3xarb. lemneps,
KOTJIa HE CTaJIo ee JIIoOUMOro Oparuka, y>)k TOUHO HUYero He yaepxkubaiio B Mockse. Hanporus, eif
XOTEN0Ch OTCIO/Ia cOekKaTh.

[ToxopoHbl IpolUIM, KakK ObUIO 3ariaHUpOBaHO. Bce B TOYHOCTH, Kak opraHu3oBaid BuT.
KpbUIOBBI A0 MO3AHEr0 Beuyepa MPUHUMAIA COOOJE3HOBAHMS, a MOTOM yeXaju B KBapTHPY ChIHA.
bruio pelieHo ee caaBarh, a BeIpydeHHBIE JIeHbI'M nepecbuiarh Kpuctune B Cankr-IletepOypr. Jlo
OTBhE3/1a OCTaBaIaCh HEEIIS.

Korma pomurenmun yexanmu, Kpuctuna ocramace coBceM opHa. [lotm k Burtanuky oHa He
pelianach, X0Ts MapeHb caM MCKal ¢ Heil BcTped. OH HEOMHOKPATHO MPUE3XKAT K KBAPTUPE JIPYra,
HO HU pa3y He momnajl BHYTpb. MaJblllika Bce BpeMs Jeiajia BUJ, 4TO €€ HeT noMa. Jlaxke, Korma
MO3JJHO BEUYEPOM OH BHUJIECJ CBET B OKHE. A MOTOM CBET MEpECcTan 3KUrarbcs. OUnaroB CXOOUI C
yma. HukTto He 3Han, kyna aenack Kpuctuna. B oOuiexxutue He BepHYNnach, ¢ TeMUHONW KBapTUPHI
chexala.

Kpuc He morma BeiHOCUTH mpecienoBanus Burtannka. OHa 3Hana, 4To €CJIM BIIYCTUT €T0, TO
CHOBa COpBETCS, a MyTH Ha3zaj Ooibiie He ObU10. UTOOBI HE MCKYIIATh CynbOy, OHA chexaja U3
TemMuHO#M KBapTUpPHI M BPEMEHHO IOCENWIach B rocTUHHUIIE. Bce cBoM Benm OHa CJOXWIa U
JIOTOBOPUJIACH C TPAHCIIOPTHOM KOMIlaHue#, 4ToObl qocTaBuiiv B [leTepOypr. Bece ObL10 TOTOBO K
nepeesuy.

Ona ye3kana paHHHM yTpOM Ha carcaHe. buietrsl ObUTM Ha pykax. B camom KyasTypHOM
ropozae Poccuu ee Oymet xnarh HOBas KHU3HB, a ToKa KpucTruHa penmia monpomarbesi ¢ TeM, 4TO

OCTaBHUT B IIPOILIOM.

— Bur, TBI ceroausa cBoOoaeH?

— KoTeHok, HakoHeI[ Tl Mo3BoHWIa! — oOpanoBalicss @uaroB. Ero manbiika oObsIBUIACH,
TENepb OH €€ HE OTITYCTHUT.
— 41 OBl XOT€Na MpHuexarh, — pPENIMIach OHA, 00SCh, YTO OH OTKaXET, BeJAb TOrMAa... A 4YTO

torma? Torma Hudero. Bece u Tak KOHUEHO.

— Tlpueszxkaii. S Oymy >xnmate. Y TeOst Bce B mopsiike? — Kak-TO MO3JHO OH 3aMETHJI, YTO
JNEBUYHUU TOJIOC CIMIIKOM B3BOJHOBAHHBIN. ECIM ¢ HEW YTO-TO CIIy4MIIOCh CHOBA, OH COMJIET C yma,
HO...

— Bce B nopsiake. [IpocTo xouy T€0s1 yBUIETh.

— Torna npuesxkait ceifuac. 3auem xaarh 10 Beuepa? — Obuia cydo0oTa, 1 ee But mpoBoaui
JoMa B MOJHOM oAuHouecTBe. OH BOOOINE MOCTENEHHO MpeBpamaics B gomocena. Kyma emy
XO[UTh, €CIU BCE MOTEPsUIO0 Kpacku. DUIIATOB HE BBIHOCUII COYYBCTBEHHBIC B3IVISAbI OOIMX C
KpbU10BOM 3HaKOMBIX, IO3TOMY CTAPAJICS YKPBITHCS B CBOEM OETOHHOM KOKOHE.

— Ceituac He Mmory. S npueny B neBsTh, xopomo? — KpucTuHa npukuHyla BC€, YTO €
HYKHO CJI€JIaTh U MIOCYUTANA, YTO PAHbIIE 3TOT0 HUKAK HE YCIIEET.
— Ho Tonbko yuTH, 4TO 5 TeOst He oTnyiyy. OcTaHenbCs y MEHs, — C YIbIOKOM cka3an Bur.

Co CMCPTH ApTeMa OH HE I03BOJISII cede TaKYH0 POCKOIIb, KaK YJIBI6K21, HO ceryac Bce ObIIO MO-



npyromy. Ceiiyac ObUIO MOXHO, BeIb 3TO H3-3a Hee. Tonbko KpuctuHa monuana, u Burtanmk
3aBOJIHOBAJICS, YTO MCIyrajl MajbllIKy. — KOTEHOK, €CM ThI HE 3aX04ellb. ..

— 4l octanyCh, — BIPYr OTBETHUJIA OHA, U CJIOBA TEILIBIM MEJIOM PA3IIWIUCH B CEPALE.

— byny xnarts. ..

KpsuioBa oTBe31a yeMoAaH B Kamepy XpaHeHus JIEHMHIpaIcKoro BOK3aja, 3aexajla B MarasuH
u Kynwia OyTeUiKy Jirooumoro IIuno I'pumxuo. 1lo myrn x Burannky oHa mo3BOHWIIAa Mame H
yTouHUJa ajapec kBapTupsl B [leTepOypre, 4yTo /il HEe HANLIM poauTenu. JINTOBCKUM MPOCHEKT,
psaom ¢ metpo. Kakoe ymaunoe pacrnonoxkenue. M oT Bok3ana 100MparbCsi COBCEM OBICTPO. Yke
3aBTpa B 3TO BpeMs OHa OyJeT B HOBOM KU3HH.

Buranuk 3aka3an B pectopane ey. EMy X0T€10Ch BCTPETUTH CBOIO MAJIBIIIKY B YIOTE U TEILIE,
MO0Ka3aTh, YTO OH MOXKET O Hell 3a00TUThCs. PUIaToB ObLUT HA CTO MPOLIEHTOB YBEPEH, UTO €CIU
KOTEHOK CErofHsl SIBUTCs, OoJiblie OT Hero He yiaer. Ilociae Toro, kak OH MOTEpsul Apyra,
Kpucrtruna crana He mpoCTO NOCIETHNUM, YTO CBA3BIBAJIO €T0 ¢ APTEMOM, B JIEBYLIKE OH BUJEI CBOE
criaceHue. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI B HEUM Ty OCOOYIO TEILIOTY, MPUCYIYI0 TOJIbKO KpbutoBeiM — Teme,
Haranse BukropoBne u [lenucy BanepeeBuuy. [Toka 0bu1 Tema, BuT 3Toro kak-to He 3ameualt, HC
TOJIBKO MOCJIE €r0 CMEPTHU OCO3HAaJ, KakK Jopora emy Bcs ux cembs. Hukorga eme y duiarosa He
OBLIO CTOJIBKO YYBCTB K JIEBYIIIKE, HO TE€MEPh OH HE CUUTAN UX CIA00CTHIO, YEM-TO HEMPUINYHBIM U
HEJIOCTOMHBIM €ro. HanmpoTus, OH TOpAUICS TEM, UTO HUCIBITHIBAI K KOTEHKY.

OHa npunuia Ha AeCATh MUHYT paHbIlE. 3aMep3ias B aBTyCTOBCKOM HEHAaCTHOM Bedepe. But
noMor KprucTuHe CHATH IIIall ¥ MPUTIAaCciI B YKPAIIEHHYIO CBE€YaMU TOCTHUHYIO.

— Th1... — Kpuc 3anHynach Ha MOTYCIOBE, HE 0XKUIAsl YBUJIETh TAKOE. — IJTO JJIsl MEHS?

OtBetoM crtan nouenyit. CTpacTHBIN, ropsiunii, HO MOJHBIM 0601M U oT4assHUA. OHU CPBIBAJIH
APYT € Ipyra oKy NpsIMO B TOCTUHON. OCTaHOBUTHCS ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. HakphIThI ropsunmMu
SCTBAMU CTOJI, PA3HOCACH AlMETUTHBIMU ApOMAaTaMHU MO TOCTUHOM, TaK U OCTAJICSI HETPOHYTHIM.

duIaToB MOAXBATUJI MAJBIIKy HA PYKH M TMOHEC B CHAJbHIO. BBUIO YEPTOBCKHU CIIOKHO
CIEPKUBATHCSI, HO OH HE MOT MO3BOJIMTH ce0e B3Th €€ B rocTuHor. HeT. OHa qocToliHA OOJIBIIETO.
OH omyCTHJI JIEBYIIIKY Ha aTjlaCHbIE MPOCTHIHU, YyTh MPUMOIHSICS U OKMHY/ B3IVISIZIOM CTPOMHOE
3aropelioe Tejao, HEe BEPS CUACTHIO, YTO TEIEPh MabIIIKA €rO.

— Bur... — IIpoIICcIITalia KpI/ICTI/IHa " ITOBTOPATH HC ITPUIUIOCH.

OH omycTHIICS PSZIOM, M JCBYIIKa, TPUKPHIB TIa3a, KOCHYIACh TyOaMHU €T0 TPYId. DTON HOYBIO
OHa XOTeya JoO0UTh. BOT TONbKO cTOMIIO e mompoboBaTh MepeBepHYTh BUTa Ha CIUHY, YTOOBI
OBITH CBEpXY, OHA cama OKazajiach moBep:keHa. CerofHst BECTH Y Hee HE BBIMACT, MyXYHHA PEIIIT
OCTaBUTDH JHUACPCTBO 3a coOoi. [loTaHyB ee 3a pyKy, OH yCaauia MaJBIIKYy ce0e Ha KOJEHH, TaK
ObUTO Kyna yhaoOHee M30aBUTh €€ OT HEHY)KHOTo JU(YMKa, YTO HE YCHed CTAHYTh MO MyTH /0
CHaJbHU.

My>xurHa B3sUI B IUIEH €€ COCOK, U KpucTuHa cama nopaiach HaBcTpeuy Jt000BHUKY. OH ObLI



HEXEH, caulKoM... OHa He MoIIa XJaTh, € Hy)KHa ObLIa OTYasHHAas CTPACTh, YTOOBI 3a0BITh
ropedb CKOporo paccraBanusa. Kpuc cHoBa mormnsITanach MEpPEXBATUTh BEAYIIYIO POJb U, IPOBEIS
JAJ0MIKON OT Tpyau 10 kuBoTa Buta, ckonb3Hyna nog 6okcepsl. Myx4urHa HE BOCIIPOTUBUIICS, OH
XOTEJI YyBCTBOBATh CBOO JIEBOUKY. Kpernko cokmMas Kylauok, OHa BOAMIIA BBEPX-BHU3, a BUT Tepsin
rojioBy. Hakoner, oH ObU1 ¢ HEll, a HE B OJIMHOYECTBE MO/ AYILIEM.

— 5 Te0s Xouy, — ropsuMi J€BUYUI ETOT HAPYILIJI TUILIHHY.
— 51 Te0s OonblLe. ..

— Torna...

— Her. He cpa3y.

[Tonnep:xuBasi MaJIBIIIKY pykaMu, Butanuii cHoBa OmyCTHII €€ Ha MOCTENb, HO CaM HE CIIeIII
K Hel. MeJuieHHO, He CBOAIS C Hee B3IISAA, OH CHSUJI OOKCEpHI, TOCTal U3 TyMOOUYKH MPE3EpBATUB U
BEpPHYJICS K KOTeHKY. OHa 4yTh NPUMIOTHIIACH, TIOMOTasi EMY CHSTh €€ TPYCUKH, a BUT ¢ ynmoeHuem
pasmIsAabIBall MPEKpPacHyl KeHCKyro Haroty. Kak torma B nyme. Toiapko B 3TOT pa3 OH aymal
MPEKE BCETO O HEM, XKeJall TOCTABUTH YIOBOIBCTBUE €.

— To1 oueHb KpacuBasi, — MPOU3HEC OH, MPOAOJIKAS YTOMarh B OTPOMHBIX JIFOOSIIMX Tia3ax
CBOEr0 KOTEHKA.

KpI/ICTI/IHa y.J'IBI6aJ'IaCB, OHa XOTCJa 3allIOMHHUTBH KaXJI0C€ MI'HOBCHUC, YTOOBI IOTOM CHOBa U
CHOBaA IICPCIKUBATH 3TY HOYb, BO CHAX BUACTH €TI0 B3IIIAA, YYBCTBOBATL Kap OT €TI0 JIACK.

IIpoxmaaHas arjacHasi MPOCTHIHb CTajda OOXKUTAIOIIEH, CIIOBHO Topelia, CThIISICh TOr0, YTO Ha
Her npoucxoauiio. Kpuctuna coxumalia ee, HaTaruBajia, OTIIyCKaia, OHA MOJHOCTBIO OTJAJIACh BO
BJIACTh JI00OOBHHMKA. Butanuii Hacimaxmaics BKYCOM CBOSHM JEBOYKH, HHUKOIJIA paHBIIE OH HE
MoJIy4aa yIOBOJBCTBHS OT TOTO, YTO Jeiand KOMY-TO, IMPEANOoIrTasi, YTOOBI BCE 3TO MPOUCXOIUIIO
Uit Hero. EMy HpaBUIIOCh, KaK YacTO OHa JBIIMT, KaK IIEMNYeT €ro MM MU IIPOCHUT HE
ocTaHaBiuBaThcs. OHa yxxe ObUta 6sin3ka. Eme uyrb-uyth... Ho He Tak.

But nerko mpoBed KOHUMKOM si3blka MO €€ HalyxmeMy Kiautopy, u KpuctunHa cHoBa
B3JPOTHYJIA, TOYTH JIOMIA A0 MPEeia, HO MY)KUMHA HE CTAJ MPONOKaTh. [IpoknaapBas JOPOKKY
MOLIEJTYEB OT HU3a XKUBOTA JI0 €€ ry0, Butanuii ofHOBpEMEHHO HATSATUBAI IIPE3EPBATHB.

JleBylllka BCKPUKHYIa OT €ro pe3KOCTH, HO TYyT ke pacciiabuiack. UyBCTBOBaTb €ro Cuiy,
auaepcTBo — HenepenaBaeMo. C HuM Kpuc mora He 1ymMars HU O 4€M, JUIIb YyBCTBOBaTh ce0s
HacTosIeN keHuWHoW. OHa 3Hana, 4yTo eJaHHA W Jaxe Jo0uMMa, IMyCTh BCETO JUIIbL Ha OTHY
Houb. Korma ona yener, mpoiner Bpems, ¥ BUT cCHOBa cTaHeT mpeXHHUM. Takue, Kak OH, HE
MmenstoTcs. Ho 3To Oyner 3aBTpa, a moka ecThb ceifvac.

Butanuii mogmancs Hamopy MajibIIKH W Temepb ObUI BHHU3Y. Tak OH MOT BUJIETH €€ JIydIle.
Okpyrast J€BUYbS TPYIb MOAECPTUBANIACH B TAKT JBMXKECHUSM, IJIOCKHN KUBOTUK YyTh B3JIBIMAJICS
OT YacTOro JAbIXaHWs, a TO YTO OBUIO HUXE... BUTy HpaBWJIOCH BUAETH, KaK €ro KOTEHOK caM
oIryckaeTcs, Biyckas ero B ce0a. Ho morom Bapyr Kpuctuna 3amepia Ha HEM.



— Yro?..
— Tcc... — Kpuc nmonoxwuna nanen Ha ryobl Butanuka. Pa3zroBopsl ceiiuac ObUtM COBCEM HE

HYKHBL.

XUTpO YNbIOHYBIIKMCH, IEBYIIKA MPUBCTAA, BHITYCKas U3 ce0sl TaK U HE YCIEBIIMI MOJIYYUTh
pa3psaky wieH. OHa pemmia MCTUTh. [[eficTBoBaTh ero MerogaMu, BUT He gain €l KOHYUTh TOTAA,
OHa He JacT celvac. KpuctuHa MeEIEHHO CIOJI3a Ha Kpall KpOBaTUM U CKarajga HEHYKHBIN
npe3epBatuB. Eil X0Tel0ch 4YyBCTBOBATh BKYC JTHOOMMOIO MY>KUHHBI, & HE PE3HHBIL.

— 4] Tak monro He BbIAEPKY, — Opu3Haica But, Tonbko He ¢ Hel. He centwac. He tak, He
ObUTO TTO3/1HO. My)KUrMHa OKOHYATENHHO 3a0bLICS.

beuto Tak xopomo, uro Kpuc moutu He udyBcTBOBaJia OOJNM, C KOTOPOW >KHMJIA MOCIJIEIHIOIO
Henento. Buranuili npuxkuman k cede, pucys Kakue-TO 3aMbICIIOBaTbie y30pbl Ha €€ 0OOHAXKEHHOU
CIIMHE, CIIYCKAasICh J0 ATOJHUIl U MOIHUMAsACh OOPaTHO.

Ee Oapxarucras koxka cBoAmia ¢ yMa. BUT 4yBCTBOBaj, YTO CHOBa T'OTOB, HO OOsJICS
NPUYUHUTH 00JIb cBoeM Manbimke. He cnuikoM iu OpicTpo A1 KoteHka? OHa Takas xpynkas. OH
OIYCTWJI PYKYy Ha €€ SITOAMILYy, YTO TaK YJOOHO MOXHO OBLIO HAaKpbITh JIQJOHbIO, U B TOJIOBE
npoMesbKHYNIa 0e3yMHasi MbIC/Ib. BUT IUKO XOTeN, OH MPOBEN MableM MEXIY STOUIL, U JIEBOYKa
B3BOJIHOBAHHO BCTPENEHYIACh. 3HAUYUT, 3TOTO y HE€ HU C KeM He ObUI0. XOTsI ObI TYT OyAET TOJIBKO
ero... Ho He ceronns. OHa eme He TOTOBA. Y HUX BIEPEIU €LIE CTOJIBKO BPEMEHMU.

KpuctruHa mnouyBcTBOBaja >KEJIaHUWE CBOEro JIOOOBHHMKA W 3aBojiHOBajachk. OHa He ObLia
roTOBa, HO €CJIM OH 3axo4eT... Beap 310 ux mociennss Bcrpeda. OqHako BuTannk CHOBaA ylOXKHWII
€€ Ha CIIMHY, a caM HaBUC CBepxy. KpucTuHa mogarnuBo pa3Beia HOTH, U JTIOOUMBIM BHOBB CTal C
HEW OJHUM ILEJIBIM.

B roctunoii coBepiieHHo ocThul YxkuH. [locnennss ceeya qoropena, u ¢putuib norac. B qome
Buranus ®wuiaroBa HakoHel HacTynmwia TUiMHA. OH coaj, KOrJa OHa THXO BCTaja ¢ KpPOBAaTH.
B3misiHyB B mocniemHUE pa3 Ha JIIOOMMBbIE 4epThl €ro juia, KpucTuHa gocTtaiga U3 CyMOYKH
HANIMCAaHHYIO €II¢ NPOIUIBIM YTPOM 3alHMCKY, B3sJIa BEIIM M Ha IBINOYKAX BBIIUIA U3 CIAJbHH.
JleByika ojieBajach B TMPUXOXKEH, 4TOOBI TOJABKO HE pa3OynuTh BuTa, 4TOOBI HE BUIETH €TO
B3MIIAIa, 4TOOBI cMoub yexaTh. OHa cmoria. Korma ®@wumaroB npocHyics, Kpuctuna yxe Obuia B
[leTepOypre.

['opox Ilerpa BcTperrsn KpblioBy CBUHIIOBBIM HEOOM, MPOHU3BIBAIOIIMM BETPOM U MTPOTHUBHOM
MOpochl0. OHa CHIIbHEE 3aKyTallach B TEIUJIBIM CBUTEP, NMOTYKE 3aBsI3ajia IUIAIL U TOILUIA K CBOEMY
HOBOMY A0MYy. PonuTesnsam ynanoch IOTOBOPUTHCS C KAKUMHU-TO 3HAKOMBIMHA HACUET KBAPTUPHI, HO
JIEBYIIIKAa HE OXKHJajla, YTO €€ >KAYT IIMKapHble TPEXKOMHATHBIC arnmapTaMEeHThl. Xo03si€Ba ObUIM B
oThe3€e, ModToMy Kprc Momia ocrarbcs 34€ch HA JBa MECSA, a TaM YK€ CHUMET KBapPTUPKY
IIOIIPOLIE.

EpOCI/IB BCIIM, OHA OACJIACh TCILJICC M IMOHIUIA T'YILATBH IIO TOPOAY. En HYXHO OBUIO 3acxaThb B
dKaJACMHWI0, HO CETOAHA OCJIaTh 3TOIr0 COBCPHICHHO HC XOTCJIOCH. A CIIC OHa XKJaJla 3BOHKa HJIH



x0Ts1 ObI coobOmieHust oT Bura. Kpuc He xotena BepuTh, YTO MPOUTS €€ MUChbMO, OH HE 3aXO4eT C
HEel CBs3aThCs, BEJb TaM OHa MpHU3HaiIack eMy B J00BU. Ho dunaroB He MO3BOHIII, HE HamuUcAal,
HE BbIEN Ha cBsi3b yepe3 MutepueT. Torna Kpuctuna nousiia, uro ee Opar Obu1 npas. But He us
T€X, KTO CIOc00eH Ha oTHoIIeHUs. CTaao HEBBIHOCUMO OOJBHO OT TOTO, YTO €€ YyBCTBA HUYETO HE
3HAYaT JyIsl Hero, HO, MOXKET ObITh, OHO U K JydieMy? ITycTh Tak. Ckopee CMOXXET ero 3a0bITh.

3a Tpu OHA HAa HOBOM MecTe KpbUioBOM ynmamoch JOCTaTOYHO OCBOMTCS. Y HEE IMOSBUIUCH
J00MMBIE MECTa, HalpuMep, HeOoJblas KOPEWHs Ha yrly JoMa, 1€ JAeNajd 3aMeydaresIbHBbIiI
jarTe. A emie el Bcerna HpaBUIIUCh KOpaliu, mO3TOMY, HECMOTps Ha Hemnorony, Kpuctuna ycnena
noruiaBath ¥ o Hese, u no xananam. U Bpozae Obl )KM3Hb TaK KapAMHAJIBHO MOMEHSJIACh, HO BCE
PABHO IMPOILLIOE HE OTIIYCKAJIO. XOTEJIOCh BbITh. Kaxayro HOub cHUIICA TeMouka, a OT CBOEro Tesa
OHa Bce elle YyBcTBOBaJIa 3anax Bura. Kazanock, BOT-BOT, U1 OHM MOSIBITCS: Becenble, 0€33a00THBIE,
CMEIoIIMecs, >KUBble, €e. YUTH OT HECOBITOYHBIX TIpe3 HHMKAK He moiydanock. OcTaBaloch
HaJIeATHCS TOJBKO Ha y4eOy, B KOTOPYIO OHA IJIAaHMpPOBaja MOrpy3uThCs ¢ rojioBoil. Kpuc 3apanee
penmia mo3aboTuThes 00 yueOHHUKax Ha BTOPOU KypcC, IOATOMY Ha YETBEPTHIA JACHB MPEObIBAHUS B
IIurepe moexasna B akaieMHUIo.

ABryCT TOAXOMWJ K KOHITYy, OCTaBaJiach IIOCICIHSS HEIeNs JieTa, HO Ioroga ObUia IO
OCEHHEMY XOJogHOM. B MOCKBy BEpHYIOCH JIETO, MHOCICIHUMM TEIUIBIMUA JIHSAMHU paays |
CTYACHTOB, U IKOJbHUKOB, JOTYIMBAIOIIMX JIJTMHHBIE KAHUKYIIBI, @ BOT MMUTEPIlaM TaKoW MOOJIaKKU
He Jaiu. bbulo Jake HE MO-CEeHTIOPbCKU, a MO-OKTSIOPbCKH 350K0, C CAMOT0 yTpa JUJI0, Kak U3
Benpa. M 3auem KpwuioBolt ydeOHMKU MOHAAOOMIMCh UMEHHO ceronHs? Momia Obl MO0XKaaTh
HECKOJIBKO JHEW, 4TOObI HE UJTH TOJ MPOJUBHBIM JOXAEM. BOT U Kellbl TPOMOKIH... A MOXET
ObITh, Tak W Jyuiie? 3aboneer, u OymeT He 10 mnepexuBaHuid? Ho 3aboneer, a o Hell wu
1mo3a00TuThcs HekoMy. HeT. Tak He moiaeT. Yke ModTH y Moabe3/ia, Uik, KaK TOBOPSAT Ha HOBOM
ponuHe, y mapaaHoi, KpucrtuHa penmia 3amisHyTh B KOGEWHIO U B3ATh MMOUpHBIN narte. U
HEBA)XHO, YTO OT UMOHUPS OJHO JIMIIL Ha3BaHUE, JEBYIIKA BEPHIIa, UTO BBHIIIUB €r0, OHA HE 3a00JIeeT.
HemHuoro o0xuBetcs, 1 KpuctuHa 00s3aTeIbHO KyMUT cebe TYpKy, a JIydile cpaszy kohemalmHy,
HO TTOKa KopeHHUYATh MOXKHO TaK.

Cuns B TOCTUHOM, yKyTaHHas B ruien Kpuc Bbimuiaa cBOM MMOUPHBIA HANUTOK, HO 3TO HE
IIOMOIIO. ['Opsiuni IyIll, MaxpOBBIA XaJIaT U TEIUIOE OIESIO — BOT OTJIIMYHOE CPEACTBO. A TIOTOM
GbuIbM, KaKyr-HUOYIh CIE3JIMBYI0 MEJIOApPaMy CO CUYACTIMBBIM KOHIIOM, YTOOBI pajoBaThCs 3a
repoeB, 3a0bBasi 00 ommHouyecTBe. CBoMl maH KpucTtuHa penmna mTpeTBOPUTH B KU3HB
HEMEJICHHO U, CKHHYB C ce0sl 01Ty MPSIMO B TOCTUHOM, TOIIIA B BAHHYIO.

Eil HUKaK He yaaBaJloCh OTOIPETHCA, CIOBHO 3TOT X0Jof 1Ien M3HyTpu. Kpuctuna apoxana,
CTOS TIOJl CTPYSIMU TEIUIOW BOAbl. EciM B3MISAHYTH B 3€pKajio, HaBEpPHSIKA OHA YBUAMT, YTO y HEe
nocuHenu ryosl. CMemHo, pa3Be Tak ObIBA€T B TEMJIOM JAyIlie?

— Tebe noTepeTb CIUHKY?
Pe3ko pacmaxHynachk MTOpKa, U K HEH B JYII 3aJI€3 COBEPIICHHO OOHaXeHHBIM Burtanuii. OH

BeJl ce0si Tak, CJIOBHO ObUT y ceOs moMa, a Kpuc ero neByiika, KOTopas HE JOMKHA YIUBISATHCS
Takou Oecrmapa0HHOCTH.



— To1?.. — oHa He Bepuiia w1azaM. MoxeT ObITh AeJI0 B U3NUIIHEM KodenHe? Duznueckon
ycranoctu? Pazoutom cepane? Jla B yem yrogno. 3to 6e3ymue. bpen. Con. Ho Tonpko He npasna.

— KoreHok, HE cMell TOBOpUTH, YTO HE paJa, — YKOPU3HEHHO cKa3zan But, BelnaBimBas
Kpuctunun reis ajist ayia 1 ObICTPO, KaK MaJE€HbKOT0 YyMa3oro pebeHka, HaMbLIUBas ICBYIIIKY.

— Yo ThI TyT nenaenk? Kak 3aimien B MO KBapTUPY? — HAKOHEI] OIOMHUJIACH OHA, HO TYT
K€ CHOBa 3amoJI4ajia, MOTOMY YTO pyKa MYKUYHMHBI CKOJIb3HYNIA Tyaa, rae Kpuc HUKak He xJaa
MIPUKOCHOBEHUI.

— Haynewm ¢ TOro, 4ro 3Ta KBapTupa HE TBOS, & MOUX poauTeser, — mpousHec Punaros,
Jackasi JIeBYIIKY, YyBCTBYsI, Kak caM CKOpO OyzieT Ha mpejere.

OH crosn mox okHamMu TeMUHON KBapTUPBI U HE MOT IIOHSTh, [I0YEMY, YEPT BO3BMHU, HE TOPUT
cBeT. Yxe no3aHo. KoreHok jgomxHa ObITh IoMa. But penmn y3nare y coceneit. Korna-to naBHo
OH TNO3HAKOMMJICS CO CTapYyIIKOM Ha JIECTHUYHOW KieTke. OHa W pacckazana PunaroBy, 4To
MOJI0/asl AEBYILKA C BEIIAMU NOKHHYNIA KBapTUpy. BuT Obul B oTHUastHUU. bosblle Bcero oH Oosuics,
YTO KOTEHOK HaJOMaeT ApoB M nonaiaer B Oexy. Emy He xorenoch OecnoxouTh Haranbro
BukTopoBHy, HO OoJibllie HUYEro HE oOcTaBaioch. Mama KpHCTHHBI M paccka3zalia mapHIO C
IIEPEBOJIE B IPYrOU By3 U CKOPOM IIEPEE3E.

— Tomnbko xuth Kpuctunouke Herge. Mol ¢ JIeHUCOM MTOABICKUBAEM. . .

— Haranes BukTopoBHa, y MeHs poauTenn 10 oKTs0ps B EBpome. [lycTh moxuBeT y HUX, —
cxomy coobpazusi dunaroB, MOHKWMAsA, YTO €CJIM OHa BCE-TaKu COECXKUT, OyneT 3HaTh, Il UCKATh
ATOr0 IIKOJJIMBOTO KOTEHKA.

— IIpaBma? Cnacu6o Tebe Oomiblioe! — pacTporanach KeHIIMHA. J[J1s Hee Tak MHOTO 3Ha4YuJjIa
3200Ta 0 JOYEpH, MTOTOMY YTO B 3TOM OHA BHJIEJa HE TOJBKO IMOCTYIMOK BHTanmu, HO M 4aCTHYKY
CBOETO ChIHA, YTO TaK JIOOUII CECTPY.

— TonbKO BBl HE TOBOPUTE KOTEHKY, Ubsl KBapTUpA. ECIIM OHA MHE HE TOBOPUT, TO H...

— VY Bac 4TO-TO €CTh, BEJb TaK? — OHA Jiorajajach eme B MoCKBe, KOTa XOpOHUJIA ChIHA.
Cnumkom TpenetHo Buranuk oTHocuiics k KpuctuHouke, a o4ka cMOTpeJia Tak MPeaaHHO, TaK
BEpHO. DTHUX JBOMX SIBHO CBS3BIBAJIO HEUTO OOJbIEe TOBAPUINECTBA, U KOMY, Kak He Haranne
BuktopoBHe, 00 3TOM 3HaTh. TpuAIaTh JIET Ha3aJ OHA TakK >KE 3arfis/bIBajach Ha CBOEro J[eHucky.

— Her, HO 51 ObI XOT€JI, — Ye€CTHO OTBETWJI BuTanuii, Tak ycTaBIIMA OT JIKU U IPUTBOPCTBA.

— Burane, ona ke eme peOeHok. Tl Ha ceMb JIET cTaplile, — B3J0XHYJa >XKCHIMHA,
MPEeKpacHO MOHUMAas, 9YTO HUYETO HE CMOXKET CJIeJIaTh, €CJIM ATH JIBOE peliaT ObITh BMECTE.

— Jla, Tonpko Ha fene oHa B3pociiee. Hatanbs BuktopoBHa, s KOTEHKA HE OOMKY.

— 3Haro, Butanuk. Tel Bcerga MHE HpaBWiIcs. Sl HUYEro NpoTUB HE UMEIO.

B nyme Haranbun BUKTOPOBHBI YTO-TO MPOTUBHO U OOJIE3HEHHO 3aieMuio. Buranuk Beerna
OyzeT Juisi Hee HaloOMUHAHUEM O chiHe. OJHOrO Bo3pacTta, pocTta, TenocioxeHus. Habmronare 3a
B3pociieHueM @uiiaroBa — 3TO KaK MaJEHbKOE OKOIIKO B cynbOy Tembl, KOTOpas Tak >KECTOKO
obopBanach. Ilycth OH OymeT ¢ ee JO04YKOH, TOIrJa HMHOTAA, 3aKphIB Ivla3a, MOXHO OyaeT
MPEeJICTaBUTh, YTO 3TO e¢ ApTeM. [Jymblid, HO TaKOW HEOOXOMMMBIN CaMOOOMaH JJis *KEHIIMHEI,
KOTOpasi moTepsijia ChIHA. DTO OyJeT ee TaiiHa, 0 KOTOPOM HUKTO HUKOT/Ia HE Y3HAET, JIaXKe CYIpPYT.

duaroB ObUT MOJABIIEH, Koraa y3Haji, 4yTo KpucrtuHa penmia rmepeexarb, HUYETO €My HE



ckazaB. OH aymaln, 4TO HE 3aCHYyKHJ 3TOTO0, KaKMM Obl MEp3aBIeM HHU ObUT MO OTHOIICHHUIO K
ApyruM, ¢ Hel oH Bceraa ObuT yecTeH. CHavdana oH coOMpascs moexarb K KOTEHKY B TOCTUHHILY U
BCE€ BBUICHUTH, HO IOTOM peHmMi ToaoXkaars. Eciau oHa cOeXuT, HE TMpenynpeauB, HE
MO POIIABIIHMCH, OH KECTOKO OTOMCTHUT, MO€XaB 3a Hel B rpebanHbi [leTepOypr, ncnopTuB Bce
MJIaHBI Ha O0y4YeHHE B aKaJeMHU U, CUJION MpUuTackuBas ee B MockBy. OH a1 ¥ JOXKIAJICS.

Butanuk pgoraasiBasicsi, yto KprucTuHa npuenet npom@arbes, HO CTOWIO €l MpUHTH, OH 3a0bL1
00 ATOM 4YEpPTOBOM OThE3/€. A KOIJla OHM 3aHUMAJUCh JIIOOOBBIO, Ja, UMEHHO 3aHUMAIKCh
J1000BBIO, @ HE Tpaxajduch, Kak ObUIO paHbIe C APYyruMU, BUT momyman, 4TO KOTEHOK pelmia
octarbcsi. OHa Tak 0e€33aBETHO €My OT/AaBajiach, TaK TpallMO3HO U3BUBAJIach IOA HUM,
coONa3HUTENbHO JBUTaNach cBepxy. KoTeHky Obulo ciumkoM Xopoiio ¢ DuiiaToBeIM. 3achinas ¢
HEH psIOM, OH YYBCTBOBAII €€ 3aIax, KOTOPBIM elle CTosul, Koraa But npocHyics. [lotomy-To OH 1
npocnaj MoYTH A0 NoayAaHA. beul yBEpeH, 4TO OHA PSAIOM.

OH npoBes PyKOH MO XOJOJHBIM MPOCTHIHIM, BCE €Ile HE Bepsi, 4TO OHa cOexana. Ee He Obu1o
U B TOCTUHOW, U Ha KyxHe. Bce-taku yexana. OH cen 3a BCE €llle HAaKPbIThI CTOJ U TOJIBKO TOTJa
3aMETHJI HEOOJIBIION KOHBEPT.

«Burt, Tak Oymet mydie s Bcex. S He mory octarbes. [IpocTu, 4To He ckaszana ,,Ipolai,
oA Tebe B mia3a, Tak s YBOKY € COOOM yacTHUKy TeOsi: TBOM 3amax, TBOE TEIJIO U HAIlM
BOCIIOMHUHAHUS. Sl HM 0 4eM He KaJIelo, IOTOMY 4TO Jiro0:to0. JIr00mto Bcem cepateM. [Ipormait, Mol
CaMbIil JOPOTOM YEIIOBEK).

PunaroB yCMEXHYIICSA MUCbMY. Tak BaHUJIBHO M TaK HENOXOXKE Ha KOTEHKa. Huuero, oH eue
BIPaBUT €l MO3rH, YTOOBI HE ObUIa M3JIMILIHE CEeHTHUMEHTaJIbHOU. MyXunHa B35 MOOWJIBHUK U
HaOpayn Homep Haranbu BUKTOpOBHEL.

— Kak Kpuc no6panace? Pazmectunacs? Bce HopMasibHO?

— IloueMy ThI cam HE TMMO3BOHMIIb, Butana? B3pociblil MaIBuMK, — B3J0XHYJIA JKEHILIMHA,
WCKPEHHE HEMOHMMAIONAd 3TUX JETCKUX urp. KoHeuHO ke, OHa HE 3Hajla HUX HUCTOPHHM.
[IpuBbIKIIAsA K TOMY, YTO BCE MPOCTO, €€ YAUBIISIIO, YTO JETU TaK YIIOPHO CTPEMSTCS APYT K APYTY,
HO MPU ITOM TPOMO3MAIT MEXKAY COOOW HEMO3BOJMTEIBHO BBICOKYIO CTeHY. 3aueM? Pa3Be He
HAy4€HBI MBI OIBITOM bepiiHa, 4YTO HENb3s Pa3feaTh JBE YACTH €IUHOIO LEJIOro, KOTOPOE CHIION
MAarHeTU3Ma BCE PABHO ATY CTEHY pa3pyLIUAT?

— Bur1 xe 3HaeTe. K ToMy e oHa nmompomaiace co MHOM 3anuckoil. Ilociie Takoro mycts He
IDYMAET, 4TO s 32 HEE NIEPEKUBALO.

— TouHO pebeHOK, — HEIOBOJIbHO MpoOypyana KeHIMHa, — Bce HopMaibHO. [{oOpanacs,
pa3MecTuiIach, 3aHMMAETCA YCTPOWCTBOM B akajaemuro. Kcraru, kak ¢ 3TuMm Oyneib pearh?
Kpuctuna teneps yunutcs B [letepOypre, a paccTosiHuUE. ..

— C 3TuM uto-HuOyas npuaymar. Cnacubo, Hatanss BukroposHa.

Buty notpeboBanoch Tpu IHs, YTOOBI peIUTH Jiefia Ha padoTe U B3ATh HEOOIbINON OTIycK. OH
3HaJ, YTO TENeph MallblllKa HUKyda He AeHeTca. OH pa3 UM HaBCeraa BBHIOBET AYPHYIO MBICIB O
paccTaBaHWU M3 €€ O4apoBaTEIbHON TOJIOBKH. KprcTuHa OylieT ¢ HUM, 3TO CTaHET HaKa3aHUEM e
3a TO, YTO JIMIIJIA TTOKOSl U CcJelana ero 0e33a00THYI0 KU3HB JIOBelaca COBEPIICHO HUKYEMHOM.



Orouctuuyno? Jla. Ho oH rpebanublii 3rouct u TakuMm ocraHercs. K tomy xe, Kpuc cama He
MOJIapOK.

Chauasia BUT X0Te€n MO3BOHUTH, HO TOTOM MEPEAYMANI U OTKPBUI IBEPh CBOMM KJItouoM. OH
Cpa3y MOHSI, YTO KOTEHOK JIOMa, HO CTOMJIO NMPONTH B TOCTUHYIO, KAK BHYTPH YTO-TO 000OPBAJIOCH.
BporieHHas Ha Moty oiek/1a MOTJIa TOBOPUTH TOJbKO 00 onHOM. K Tomy ke B IluTepe xuBeT 3TOT
cocyHok Ouexek! Ho Bce ke pazym B3sin Bepx, 1 DuitatoB 1oAyMaICs BBIVIIHYTh B IPUX0XKYIO, TAE
He ObUIO uykoi Myxckod oOyBu. Hy Bce, koTeHOK, Tbl TouHO mnomnana! Illym Bombl B BaHHOM
3aCTaBUJI IAPHS YIABIOHYTHCS.

Hctopus noBropsiercs, na, KoreHok? JXanp Tonbko, 3/1ech IITOpKa HE Mpo3padHas. Buranuit
CIIOKOMHO CHSJI € ce0s1 Of€kK Ty, 0’KU/1asl, YTO MAJIbIILIKa, HAKOHEL], €ro 3aMeTHUT. [ ymnas, a eciu Obl
Bop? Hacunbuuk? Hano Oynet Bce eil Beickazarb. Ho motom, Bce moTom. CHauana k Hell. OH pe3ko
pacraxsyJl ITOPKY.

— Bur, y Hac HU4ero He NOJIyduTCs, — MPOCTOHAa MAJIbIIIKa, TPEMeEIa OT €ro JIacK.

— He monpobyem — He y3HaeM.

— S He xouy oOxeubcsi. He xouy cTpamare U coOuparh cedst Mo 4YacTsM, — €€ JIbIXaHue
cOMIIOCH, U JIEBYIIKa OJIaKEHHO MPUKpPBLIA TJ1a3a.

— IloueMy s 00si3aTenbHO AOMKEH TeOs oouaeTh? MHe xopoio ¢ To6oil. 1 xody st UMEHHO
TeOs, — €ro JBMXEHHS CTaJlu HACTOWUYMBEE B TAaKT TOJOCy. BUT He HamepeBaJiCs cllaBaThCs U B
noo6ejie ObLT YBEpEH.

— Kora Tel nocieaHuii pa3 cnai ¢ xeHImMHou? ToJbKo 4eCTHO, — 3TO ObUI CaMblil UTO HU
Ha €CTh IIaBHBIA apryMeHT. Kpuctuna He comHeBanach, 4To OuiaroB BCHOMHUT BEYEPUHKY, UITU
€l KaKyl0 BCTPEUY C KEHIIMHON YK€ MOCJE TOTO, KaK MEXTy HUIMHU YTO-TO 3aKPYTUJIOCH.

— Mo Toro, kak ThI nepecnana ¢ Omerom, — CHOKOWMHO OTBETUJI OH, IPEKPACHO MOHUMAS,
YTO 3aJICHET MAJBIIIKy CBOMMHU CJIOBaMH, HO Tak ObUI0 Hamo. Kak ymapuTh Mo pykaMm BOPHIIKY,
4TOOBI OTOUTH OXOTY Tackarh uyxoe. [lonyunnocs. Kpuctuna oOmkeHHO 3aKycuiia ry0y, oHa Jaxe
XOTeJla YBEpHYThCS U3 XBaTKKU Buta, HO My)x4nHa He Aan. — Thl ele Tako peOeHOK, KOTEHOK!

— Ts1 cHOBa 3a ctapoe? S He pebe...

— Hok, — noxonuun oH. — FEme kakoii peOeHok. B3pocnasi keHIMHA HE TpU3HAETCS
MY>KYHMHE B JIFOOBH BOT Tak. Jla U BOOOIIE, HENB3s 3TO JAeaTh MEPBOM.

Ero HpaBOydMTEIBHBIN TOH CyMeN MPOHUKHYTh B caMmylo TyOuHy KpucTUHMHOTO cepaieyuka u
00JbHO ero ykoJoTh. JleByiike ctano Tak oOuaHo. OHa OTKphLIAa CBOM 4YyBCTBa, a oH? Kpuc yxke
XOTesa OTTOJIKHYTh MapHs, HO OH JIUIIb CUJIbHEE TPUTSAHYI €€ K ceoe.

— B3pocnas keHImHa JaeT MYKYMHE BO3MOXHOCTh CKa3aTh 3TO MEPBOMY, — MPOIICHITAI
oH, 1 Kpuc nepnynace, He BEpS TOMY, YTO CJIbIILIATA.

— Tax Tb1 MEHS. ..

— OmnAth miyno, — BuUT nepHyn MambllKy Ha ce0s U pe3KO U JIETKO BOIIEI, BEJh OHA OMSATH
Obuta ToTOBa. Tak OBICTPO M A Hero. BmakHas, y3kasi, ropsiuas, KpbliecHOcsIas. — B3pocnas
KEHIIMHA He cTajia Obl CIpalMBaTh MYKUHHY, JIIOOUT JIU OH ee. MyX4nHa JOJKEH CKas3aTh cam,
KOTJ1a IOMMET, YTO MPULIIO BPEMS.



910 oTka3? CHoBa OH JejlaeT €l OOJBHO.

[Tonyuast cBOe, 3aCTaBiss €€ MPOTHYTHCSA, YIIEPEThCSA PYKaMH B CTEHY, IPOHHKas BCE MIIy0XKe U
yaie, BUT Hacnaxkiancs CBOEH BIACThIO HaJ MAJIBIIIKOM M COBEPLICHHO HE pacKauBaJICs, CUMTAS,
4TO MMEET Ha 3T0 mpaBo. OH 3HaAJ, 4TO OOMIKAET KOTEHKA, HO HE MOI CKa3aTh €l BCEro, uTo
gyBcTBYeT. He ceituac. K ToMy ke, TOCTYyIIKH BEb BaKHEE!

— KoTeHok, — OH BAPYT CTaJl HEKHBIM, a Pe3KUe ABMKCHUS CTaW IJaBHBIMU, — €CJIM OBI 5
OTHOCHJICA K Tebe, Kak K TMPOCTON JEeBYyIIKE, HE BOJHOBaJCA Obl TakK, HE 3BOHUJ TBOUM
POIUTEIISIM. ..

But BbIIeT M3 MaNbIIKA U Pa3BCPHYII €€ K 0666, OITIYCKasICh IICPCA HEM Ha KOJICHH, LCJIys €C
MJIOCKHH )KUBOTHK. HO‘IGMY—TO HUMCHHO OH TaK HPAaBUJICA q—)I/IJIaTOBy.

— Ecau 6b1 3T0 ObUTa MpocTasi BIHOOIEHHOCTD, sI Obl OTIYCTHJI. 3a0bUT OBl Yepe3 KaKoe-TO
BpeMsI, HO HUKOTa OBl HE ToMYascs K Tede. ..

U celivyac ero npu3HaHUE CTAJI0 COBEPIICHHO HE HY)KHbIM. B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, 3TO BCETO JIMIIIb
cioBa. Kpuctuna 3amyctria pyky B €ro BOJIOCHI, KaK JIFOOUJIA 3TO JeNarh, a OH CUJIbHEE TPHKaJICS
K CBOEH JEBOYKE, CJIOBHO JIBOPOBBIN MEC, KOTOPOTO CMOIJIM IPUPYIUTh.

Otor amryct B IletepOypre OoJbllle HanmoOMHHAl OKTSOpb: HECKOHYAEMbIEC JOXK]IH,
IIPOHU3BIBAIOIIMU 10 CaMBbIX KOCTEN BETEP U BO3JYX I10-OCEHHEMY MOPO3HbIN. Boasl HeBel, rycToie
U 4YEpHbIC, TPEBOKHO BOJHOBAJIUCh, a TPAHUTHbIE HAOEPEKHBIE C€IAa00 OTpaxalaud B CBOEH
Mpa4HOCTH cBHHIIOBOe He0o. Crapeii Mcaakuii, He BBINIAOAIMN CcelYac TOPKECTBEHHO
BEJINYECTBEHHBIM, IUHUYHO OapUBajl MPOXOKUX HAJIMEHHOUW xonomHocThlo. [lapamueii Cnac Ha
KpoBu ¢ rpycThio momisibiBaji, Kak oOJeTaeT IMoKa eIle 3ejieHas JTUCTBa B MUuXailIoBCKO#M cay.
Moroaexs yiuia ¢ yaull, ¢ TPYCThIO BCIIOMHUHAS JOJTHUE JICTHUE MPOTYIKA OETbIMU HOYAMH.
Kazanocs Ha ropoj oOmycTWwicss TyMaH TPYCTH, M TOJIBKO B ogHOW U3 lluTepckux KBaptup
pasoBaJIUCh TAKOM HEMOTOJIE.

Korna 3a OKHOM CIIIKOTh, TaK IPUATHO OBITH B TEILIE, CUJETh Ha KyXHE, OCBEIICHHOMN KEITO-
pPBDKEM JIAaMIMOM, 3a HAKPBITBIM CTOJIOM M XJ1aTh, KOIJA COW3BOJIMT BCKHUIIETh YallHUK. Bot
HEOOJIBITION IICKTPUICCKUIN MPUOOP HAYNTACT BaXKHO IMBIXTETh, U JICBYIIIKA TOPOIJINBO BCKAKUBAET
C KOJIEHEW BO3JI00JIEHHOro, 4TOObl cluenarb UM 4baro. Ilpoctoil makerupoBaHHbld ['punduIT C
OepraMoTOM KaXXEeTCSd TaKUM BKYCHBIM, CJIIOBHO 3TO HE CYONPOAYKT C 4YaWHOW IUIaHTaIlUH,
CIIPATAHHBIN B HEOOJIBIION OyMaXKHBIM MAKETUK, a HACTOSIIMHN JIUCTOBOM LEHIOHCKUNA, MHIUUCKUN
unu u3 llpu-Jlanku. U neno, koHeuHo, HE B Yae, a B HEH. B ToM ¢ kakoii 11000Bbi0 KpucTuHs
MpOTITHBAaeT BUTanuky Kpy:kKy — Ty CamMyl0 U3 KOTOpOW OH IuJ B AeTcTBe. M emy Hectepnumo
XOYETCS CHENarb 4YTO-TO B OTBET, HO 4TO? Pa3Be 4TO mouenoBars €€ pydykKy, CKas3arb, Kak OH
CYACTJIMB, U IPOMOJIYATh O TOM, YTO YK€ OCO3HaI JJIs ceOsl.

A tHe-to ganeko, 3a MeJIeHOW apyroro mMupa, yeproixaetca Aprem KpeutoB. He mociymanm.
O6a. Bot uto tenepp Oyner? OH xe oouauT koteHnka! M3amenur eit! bpocur!



— A 4TO ecli HEeT? — IIEMHYJ YEU-TO aHTeJIbCKUN )KEHCKUU T'OJIOCOK.

— Kak Het? 4 e 3Har0 Butanuka! — Bo3pa3uit oH.

— VYBepeH? — ycMexHylach OHa M TMoka3ajna Teme Kycoduek uyxkoro Oymymero. OH
VIBIOHYJICS, U OHa B3sJla HOBONpUOBIBIETO 3a pyky. — Iloiinem, KpbuioB, He 3actaBisii cels
KIATh.

— Oro crpamHo? S Oosnblie HE YBUXKY KOTE€HKa, Buta, poauteneil? — 3acoMHEBAJICS OH,
005Ch YUTH B Ty CAMYIO HEU3BECTHOCTh, O KOTOPOM CTOJIBKO TOBOPAT, HO HUKTO HUYETO HE 3HAET.

— VYBuIuIIb, KOTJA BpeMsl MpUIET, — €IlIe LMpe YIbIOHYIach AEBYIKAa M IOTSIHYIA
Aprema, — He CKOpO.
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