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Mepkypuit — niepBas wiadnera ot ConHua, Benepa — UAET 3a HUM, SBISETCS CaMOM ropsiaen
naHeTo B ConHeyHol cucteme. OHM HAXOOATCS HAa HEBEPOSTHO OOJIBILIOM PAcCTOSIHUE APYr OT
Ipyra, HO 4TO, €CJIU OAHAXK/bl OHU BCTPETATCSA?

WX cxoxecTh MpOsBIsSETCS B aOCOIIOTHOM OTCYTCTBHE UYyBCTB, HO €CTh Koe-uTo cuiibHee. Koe-
YTO, YTO IPOPBIBAETCSA CKBO3b CaMyIO0 TBEPAYIO 3€MJII0 HApYyXy U pacuseTaeT. VX cepaua Oosblie
HE IVIBIOBI JIbJIa U BPEMsI CHOBA HAYHET CBOM cyeT. Bpems 111 HUX CHOBA 3aKpYKUTCSI, HO KOI1a-TO
OHO MOXET YUTHU CKBO3b IaJIbLIbI.
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I'naBa 1. The Beginning

Mepkypuit — miepBasi 1iaHera B COJIHEUHOM CHCTEME, pacliojiokeHa Hanbojee OIM3KOo K
Conuny... Het, He To. Mepkypuif — 3TO IpeBHEPUMCKUM OOT TOProBiu U BOPOB... O, HET, CHOB?
He To. Mepkypuii — 3T0 OObIUHBINA MapeHb. Bor — To, 4T0 Hajo.

DOTOT OOBIUHBIA MAPEHb C HE COBCEM HEOOBIYHBIM MMEHEM POIWJICS B AHINIMHU, B caMOM €€
cepaiie — Jlongone. B cembe y4€HBIX — AHJAEPCOH KaXAbld ObUT paj MOSBICHUIO HA CBET
MaJICHBKOTO OyAyIero HacJeAHUKA HE TOJIBKO 3HAMEHUTOW (QaMUINK, HO U CIIOXKHOTO
JIOTUYECKOTO yMa, KOTOPBIM IIpUpo/ia HE oO0Jeisiaa MOoKa 4TO HM OJHOro wieHa cembu. M3
MOKOJICHUS B TIOKOJICHHE BBIpACTaIu y4€HBbIC B 00JacTu XuMuu, pusznku, Mmaremaruku. Crapiiero
Opara Mepkypus 3Banu lcaak, B yecTh BeNMKOro HBIOTOHA, YTO OTKPBUI TaKylO Ba)KHYIO IS
KaXJIOTO YeJoBeKa cuily TsaroteHus. Kto Obl MOT momymarb, 4TO MpoOCTOe sI0JOKO, yIaBIlee Ha
rojioBy 0€3yMHOMY Y4EHOMY, CMOXKET MPUBECTH K TaKOMYy OOJIbIIOMY OTKpbITHIO? Vcaak Obul
ctapiie Mepkypusi Ha IATHAIATh JIET, U KO BPEMEHHU POXKJISHUS MIaliero Opara Jiejiaj HeMallble
ycexu B maremaruke. OH He 3arpsi3HWI cBoeil (amMuiivu, a HA00OpOT MOMJEPKUBAJI CTATYC.
Cpennuii cbiH B cembe AHJiepcoH — AnbOepT. OH ke Obul Ha3BaH B 4ecTh DifHITeHA. Teopur
OTHOCHUTEJIBHOCTH MapeHb BBIYYUJ HAU3YCTh YK€ B JIeCATh JeT. Pa3Huma B BO3pacTe MEXIY
CpPeIHUM U MJAIIIMM OparoM — ceMb JieT. M numb Mepkypuii OblT Ha3BaH B 4eCTh IUTaHeTH. Wi
e B 4ECTh APEBHEPUMCKOTO Oora.

CeMbsi AHAEPCOHOB OTJIMYAJIACh HE TOJBKO CBOMM POIOBOIOM, YTO JIOCTUTaJl HECKOJIBKUX
nokosieHni. OHa oTJInYagach OTCYTCTBHEM UYBCTB JIPYT K JPYry B cembe. BHemmsst ux o0oouka
BBHIIVISIZIENIA 1IEJIbHO M KPAacUBO, KOTJIa BHYTpHU ObLIa ofHa THUJb. Ho Tak cuurtan gunbs Mepkypui.
OO0 »TOM OH OfHAXJIbI OOMOJIBWICS, KOT/la €My Obulo MmsATh. PoauTenu manpivika ObLTH CHIJIBHO
00€CIIOKOEHbl TaKuM 3asiBlieHHMEeM. Torma oH mojydus CBOE IepBoe HakazaHue. Ero 3amepnu B
TEMHOM YYyJIaHE Ha BECh JI€Hb, KOPMIJIM TOJBKO HEBKYCHOW CBHIPOM Kallled W HE Pa3peIIMIn Jaxe
gyepe3 JBepu 00marbes ¢ kem-aubo. Torga, mporiakaB HECKOJIBKO 4acoB, MepKypuil pemm1 cam
TUTst ce0s1, uTo OyIeT B alIbHEHIIIeM AepKaTh CBOU MBICIIH TIpH ceoe.

B cemp ner oH Hapymma oOelaHWe, Ha3BaB pOAUTENe U OparbeB HAOUTHIMU
CaMOBJIOOJIEHHBIMU UAUOTaMH. Toraa Haka3zaHHE MOBTOPUIIOCH. TOJNBKO €My yxe He ObUIO Tak
CTpaIlHO, KaK mpexae. YacaMu mpoCUKUBasi B TEMHOM YyJIaHE, OH MBITAJICS OCMBICIUTH KU3Hb.
[Touemy Ha SIpKMX KapTHUHKax Ha OOJBIIOM 3KpaHe MepKypuil BUAUT YIBIOKH, CIBIIUT CMEX,
YyBCTBYET PaJOCTh, & B KU3HU 3TOTO BCETO HET?

Korma Mepkypuii moinien B IIKOJY, OH AyMall, YTO 3/I€Ch HaWJET Jpy3eil U XOoTa Obl Ha
CEKYHJOYKY IOYYBCTBYET BHYTPEHHEE TEIIO, CIIOKOMCTBUE, MAIEHBbKYIO oTpanxy. Ho meru, Bce,
KOTOpble ObUIM 37€Ch, OHM OBUIM MPOCTO 3a3HABIIMMUCS MPUAYPKAMU, KOTOPHIE TO M IO
MepsIuch yMaMu. EJMHCTBEHHBIM, C KEM MOT OOIAThCs MapeHb — 3T0 Aptyp. Ero pomurenn
ObUIM HE YYEHBIMH, a MPOCTO OOrayamu, KOTOPHIE XOTENM JarTh XOpollee 00pa30BaHUE CBOEMY
ChIHY. APTyp HE CWJIBHO yACJIsUI BHUMaHUE HayKe, HO, TEM HE MEHee, ycreBasi Be3ze. Ero Obu1o
B€3/Ic 1 MHOro. MepKypuil lyman Moi4a, Korma ApTyp Jenain 3TO BeiayX. M Tobko 3TO HE Aajno
€My COHTH C yMa OT COOCTBEHHBIX MbIcied. Ero apyr cHaGxan ero eme€ M CBOMMH JIETKHMMU
CJIOBaMH, U TOTJIa TSKEJIbIe KAMEHHBIE TJIBIOBI B T0JIOBe MepKypus MpeBpaliainch B MSATKYIO BaTy.

B omunHaguare net Mepkypui ¢ yBICYEHHUEM PAacCKa3bIBal CBOEH CEMbE 33 YKMHOM, KaK €ro
Ipyr IOBECTBOBAJ €My O Ipa3gHoBaHue PoxzaecTBa. Manpduk roBOpMII C TAKUM BOCTOPTOM, YTO



ATO 3aCTABUJIO €TO POAUTENIEH BHOBb HACTOPOKHUTHCS.

— Ilouemy MBI He pazanyeM PoxaecTBo? — crpocui Torna Mepkypuid y poauteneil. Panee
ATOT BOIPOC AK€ HE MOIHUMAJCSA, HO, KAXKETCS, C POKICHUEM 3TOr0 MAJIECHBKOIO HENOCEIbI
MEHSJIMCh BCE NpaBWiia. TO4HEE CKaszarb, JUII HETO MpaBWJl HE CyIIeCcTBOBaJIO. OH MpPOCTO HE
BITMCHIBAJICSI B HUX.

— Pomurenu He BepsaT B bora, — orBeTun AnbOepT, B3sB ynap Ha ceds. Torma, moliMaB Ha
ce0Oe 37100HbIN B3I MaTEpH, NapeHb nomnpasuiica: — Mol He BepuM B bora.

— A s Bepro, — npoOypuan 1mox HOoc Mepkypuil, HO U ATOro OBUIO JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI
MOJIy4uTh Haka3zanue. Llenas Henens B uynane. BexomuTh MOXXHO OBUIO JIMIIb B IIKOJY, a 3aTEM B
CTPOTOM TMOPSIKE OH JOJDKEH ObUI cpa3y K€ BO3BpAIllATHCA JOMOW M 3aHUMAarh CBOE MECTO
Haka3zaHus. PUKCUPOBAIIUCH AK€ YaChl, KOTJA OH JOJKEH BBIMTH U3 I0OMa U IPUUTHU Ha3al.

Ho Haka3zaHue HUKaK HE ACHUCTBOBAJIO HA MApHS. DTO TOJBKO 3aKkaisio ero. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ
ce0s1 MaJeHbKUM PEBOJIIOIIMOHEPOM, BHYTPHU KOTOPOTO TMPOCHINAJCA OTOHb, KOTOPBIN >Kaxal
nepeMeH. Ho poaurtenu ObICTPO 3aTYIIMIIM €T0, HE AaB €r0 BHYTPEHHEMY MOXKapy CKEUb BECH JOM.

Ha o0memM cemeliHOM coOpaHuH, TA€ TPUCYTCTBOBAJIA CaMU POIUTEIIH, a TAKXKE ero Oparbs, B
ToM uunciie 1 Mcaak, KOTOpbIM mpuiieres u3 lomianauu, rae Mmoceausics co CBOel ceMbel, ObUIO
pelIeHo 3anucatb Mepkypus Ha IPUEM K IICUXOTEPAIEBTY.

— Mucrtep Onpumk — mnepBokiacCHbI Bpad. OH BBIOBET W3 TMAapHS BCIO 3Ty Iyph, — E
3aKkiodeHue npousHec otell. Hukakux Bo3pakenuit He Obuio. C Toro MomeHTa Mepkypuii
BBIHY)X/IEH OBbUI MOCJIE MIKOJIBI €KETHEBHO MOCEIATh IOKTOPA.

[lepBoe BpeMs mapeHb HE MOAJABAJICS BIUSIHUIO Bpaya, 0ECKOHEUHBIE CEAHCHI JIUIIb YTOMJISIIH
ero. Kaxaplil IeHb €My MPUXOAUIIOCH CIYILATh PA3rOBOPHI O TOM, YTO OH JOJDKEH CTAaTh YACThIO
CEMbH, YTO OH XOUET CTAaThb HACTOAIMM AHIECPCOHOM. MepKypuil MoJaTIMBO KHBAJ rOJI0BOM, HO
Ha HETO 3TO HUKAK He AencTBOBaNO. OH BCE enE NPUAECPKUBAJICI CBOETO MHEHUSL.

— JleueHue He IeNWCTBYeT HA HEro. MoxeT, BaM MPOCTO OCTaBUTh 3TO M PA3PELIUTh MAPHIO
KUTh KU3HBIO OOBIYHOTO TMOAPOCTKA? — TOCOBeTOBa MHUcTep ONpupk pomutensM Mepkypus,
KOIJIa JICUEHUE 3a1UI0 B TYNHUK. [[pUCITIOHUBIIMCE YXOM K ABEpSIM, IMAPEHb CIIBIIIAJ 3TO U PaJI0BAICS
cBOEi MalieHbKO# modee. IMEeHHO BBhIIEPIKKA U BHYTPEHHSS CHUJIa BOJIM TOMOTIIU EMY.

— Hert, BBl HE MOkKETE MPOCTO TAaK OTKA3aThbCs OT HETO, MBI 3aIJIaTHJIM HEMMOBEPHO MHOIO
JeHer! — 3aBonuia MaTk.

Mepkypuil cpa3y ke HNOMOPIIMICS, YCIBIIAB €€ MUCKISABBIM TOJIOC, OT KOTOPOTO €r0 YXKe
BOPOTHJIO.

— TIlocnemnee, 4to s MoOTy cjemarb s Bac, 3TO TMOUTH e€ro TabneTkamMu. OTO
CUJILHOZIEHCTBYIOIIEE ycIOKanBatolee. KpoBb B €ro xujgax HeMHOTo ocThiHeT. OH OyleT JieTko
yIpaBiisieM, €ciau OyIeT NPUHUMATh 3TH TaONETKH, — Bpad THKENIO B3JOXHYI. JTO ObUIO
JOCUCTBUTENBHO, YTO OH MPEAJIOXKHUTh 3TUM JioAsM. Emy Obulo skanko Mepkypusi, HO €ro
penyrainus Oblia eMy JOpOXKe.

— IloueMy BbI paHbllle HE CKa3alu O Ta0JIETKax? — BO3MYILEHHO MPOU3HEC OTELL.

— IloToMy 4TO 3TO KpaliHHE Mepbl, KOTOpPhIE BOOOIIE HE CTOUT NpeanpuHuMarb. OHU MOTYT
YCYTyOUTh (PU3HYECKOE 3J0POBbE MAPHS, MOTYT ObITh HEKHE OCJOKHEHUS C CEPALIEM, HO AyMalo,
YTO €CJIM OH MPUMET HECKOJIBKO Ta0JIETOK, TO C HUM UTO-TO MOKET CIIYYUThHCSI.

— OH Bellb HE YMPET OT HUX? — KaXeTcs, B TOJIOCE MaTepH MOSBUIIACH KaIlis 3a00ThI, YTO
COI'pEJIO HEHAAOJITO Ayuly MepKypusi, HO 3TO 4UyBCTBO B TOT K€ MUT PACTBOPHUIIOCH.

— Her, HH B KO€M ciryydae.

— Torga MBI TOJIBKO 32, — TBEPJIBIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3aja XKeHIMHA. Huuero He ni3MEHUIOCh.



— XOopol11o, TorAa MOANUIIMTECH 31€Ch, MOKATYHUCTA, U 31ECh.

MarneHbKkasi 3aKOprOYKa BHU3Y PEIMIIA €r0 JAJbHEUIIYIO )KH3Hb. DTO PEUIAIIO €T0 B3INISIIbL, HO
HE M3MEHWIO €ro MbIcau. HeT, MbICIM HUKyNa HE YIUIM, a JHUIIb BCE OOJbIe 0OpPEMEHSIIN €ro
ObITHE.

— 41 "He Oyny muTh HUKAKUX TaOJETOK! — 3asiBUJI OH POAMUTENSIM, KOTJIa OHU BEPHYIHUCH
JIOMOM.

— Ecnm ThI Xouens BBI3IOPOBETH, TO AOJDKEH, — CIIOKOWMHBIM, HO MO-TIPEKHEMY CTPOTUM
rOJIOCOM CKa3aja MaTh, B35IB MAJIBUYHMKA 34 [ICUH.

— S He xouy WX TUTh. Sl MPOCTO X0uy OBITH TaKUM XK€, KaK M BCE, — CKBO3b CIIE3BI
MIPOMSIMJIMIT OH.

— To1 Oynens TakuM, Kak Bce, €CJid Oy/Ielb MUTh 3TH Ta0JIeTKU, — YOeXKJadu €ro poIUTEeNH.

— Her, s Oyny Takum, Kak Bbl, — OblJIa B €0 IoJIOCE TOpedb, OT KOTOPOil 3areprnan s3bK, U
ATO TOXE 3ACIYKMBAJIO HAaKa3aHWsA, HO HAKa3aHWEM JJII HEro ¢ TOr0O MOMEHTa CTaju BCE
MOCJIEAYIOIIME THU KU3HMU.

Mepkypuii mepectain 4yBCTBOBarb 4TO-1100. ExenHeBHble mocemieHue noktopa Ompumxka
MPEBPATUIIMCH B MPUBBIUKY. CIyCTS TONBI MAapEHb MEepecTal MPEJACTaBISIThH CBOIO KU3Hb 0€3 UyJ10-
Ta0JIETOK, KOTOpbhle H30aBIsUM €ro JoObIX 4YyBCcTB. OH JEMCTBUTENBHO CTall TONATIIMBBIM.
Mepkypuit genan To, YTO €My AUKTOBAIU POAUTENH, JUIIb MTOTOMY YTO €My ObUIO BCE paBHO, YTO
nenarb. Ha BBIXOAHBIE ITapeHb MOI MPOCTO 3aIEPEThCS B KOMHAT€ W HE BBIXOAWUTH OTTY/A.
Mepkypuil pocTo Jiexkasl Ha KpoBard U aymai. OH lyman O4€EHb MHOTO, O TOM, YTO IPOUCXOIUT C
€ro ku3Hbl0. EMy ObUTM HE3HAKOMBI MOHSATUS PAJIOCTH, CHACThS, JIFOOBU. OH MPOMEHST BCE ATO Ha
nyctoe 0e3pasznuune, KOTOpoe N30aBIISUIO €r0 OT BCEX MPU3HAKOB KU3HU. MEpKYpUi CTall XOATYUM
MEPTBEIIOM.

— Oi1, Mepkypuil, Tbl B TOPAJIKE? — CHpOCUI APTyp, HE HA LIYTKY HAITYTaHHBIA COCTOSTHUEM
cBoero apyra. Llenoe neTo oHu He BUAETNCH, HO MMAPEHb HE MOT MPEIIOI0KUTH, YTO 3a TPU MeECIA
Mepkypuii Tak n3MeHUTCS. B m1a3zax mapHs rnorac npexHUM OTOHEK, OH MEepecTan Caylarb Aprypa
Y JJa)K€ HUKAK HE PearupoBall Ha Apyra, a NpOCTO WEN PAIOM, IIapKas HOTaMu IO IOJIy, OITYCTUB
rOJIOBY BHU3.

— ThI MEHs BOOOIIIE CIBIIMIIL? — MapeHb TOJKHYI MepKypusi CUIIBHO B 1jie40. TOT HEMHOTO
MOIIATHYJICS, HO HE TTOHSUI TOJIOBBI ¥ TTPOJOJI>KUIT CBOM IIIar.

— 4 B mopsaake. OrcTans.

Ho Aptyp nponomkain cBou O€CCMBICIEHHBIE pa3rOBOpPbI, TOTOMY 4TO MepKypuil octaBajics
€MHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KTO €ro ciymaj. B mikosne Bce ObUIM TAKMMU YMHBIMH, UYTO 3TO JIAXKe
BBIXOAUJIO 3a paMku. Kaxapii xoTenm opepkarb IEPBEHCTBO, HO HE OHU, H, MOXKET, 3TO
€AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO UX COMMXKAIO.

— OM... Mepkypuii, s xotena Obl cipocuTh. MM... Jlaxke He 3HAI0, KaKk 3TO CKas3arh, — K
MapHIO MojoNUia JeBylka. Yepe3 OoJibllMe JMH3BI OYKOB €€ Ia3a Ka3aJlUCh HEECTECTBEHHO
OONBIIMMU, HO 0€3 HUX OHU OBbLUIM TAKMMU MaJI€HbKHUMHU, HEBBIPAZUTEIBHBIMU, HEKpACUBBIMU. OT
HEE MOCTOSHHO MMaxJjI0 KHUraMH. A OIEBAJIACH OHA B CEPYIO0 MEIIKOBATYIO OEXKIY, UTO HE BBIIEISIIA
€€ OT BCEro 3TOT0 cOpoja, Ha3bIBABLIETOCS «YYEHUKAMM.

— 41 He uay Ha BbeITyCcKHOM, beTanu. Eciu Thl 00 3TOM, — pe3K0 OTBETUII TAPEHBb.

— Ja? Xopomo... JlanHno, cnacu0o, — pacTepsiHO MpOU3HECIa OHa, KOT/1a OH MIPOCTO MPOIIIET
MHUMO HeE, Take HE B3IJISIHYB B IJ1a3a.

B Houb, Korma ObLT BBITYCKHOHM, Mepkypuil ObUl JoMa M 4MTal CTUXH. KpacuBble clioBa,
KOTOpBIE HE MMENW 3HauYeHUA. EJlBa HEMHOrO MOYYBCTBOBAB UTO-TO TPEIOLIEE Iy, OH CITEILMII



MUTH Ta0JETKU. ITO NPEBPATUIIOCH B CTUJIb KU3HU.

Yenemmnas ciada 3K3aMEHOB, TOCTYIJIEHHE B MPECTIKHBIA YHUBEPCUTET Ha (PUBHKO-
MareMaruueckuil ¢akyasreT. To, 4ero xorenu pomutenu Mepkypus, HO He OH. Emy Obuio BCé
PaBHO, KaK JXHTb, YEM 3aHUMAThCS, MPOCTO KAXKJBIA BEUYEP MAPEHb MPOMOJDKAN 3aKPbIBAThCS B
KOMHATe, MUTh TA0JIETKU U YUTATh CTUXHU.

B yHuBepcuteTe oH 00Jibllie HE 3aBOMIUJI Ipy3eH, MoAepKuBasi CBI3b ¢ ApTypoM. IMEHHO OH
OBLT CBA3BI0O MepKypusi C BHEIIHUM MUPOM. IMEHHO cTapblii Ipyr mpoaosxKal 3aBepsATh MapHs, YTo
MUP BOKPYT HETO KPYTUTCS, IOTOMY UTO 3a4acTyr0 Uisi MepKypust MUp OCTaHABIUBAJICS.

B yHuBepcuTeTe OH OIIyTHII MEepBbie M3MEHEHUs. 3€Ch Bce ObUTH HOpMaIbHBIMU. OHU OBLIH
HOPMAJIbHBIMU JIIOJbMH, KOTOPBIE HE€ MEPSUIMCh CBOMMH YMaMH, a MPUXOAWJIM KaXIbId JICHBb,
4TOOBI MOMYYUTh UX. He 6110 Bpaxk/pl, 3/1€ch OblIa qpyx0a.

— Ceronnst coOupaeMcs B Kade 3a yIiioM, B IITh. Y BCEX MOIydaeTcsi? — MOoCJie 3aHITHH BCs
rpynmna ocrajgach B KaOMHETE MO MpochOe cTapocThl. OHU BCE €IIE HE YCMENH MO3HAKOMHUTHCS
JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOII0, TOATOMY TPEJIOKEHUE BCTPETUTHCS TOCIE Map ObUIO XOPOIIUM pEelIeHUuEM
ATON MPOOIEMBL.

— 41 He Mory. i ceronHs 3aHAT, — coBpaid MepKypuil U, B3sIB CBOKO CYMKY, 3aKHHYJ €€ uepe3
IUICYO U YIIEJ, HE MOMPOIIABIIMCH.

C toro momeHTa MepKypuil yTpaTusl BO3MOKHOCTh HANTHU HOBBIX JAPY3€d U MOYYBCTBOBATH
4yT10-T0. OH BBINMII TaOIETKY U yOeaus ce0s B TOM, YTO €My 3TOTO HE HaJIO.

Mapt. C Heba Bc€ emg JeTAT XJIOMNbs CHEra, Jiydle Obl X 3UMON ObLIO OoJiblle, YeM ceifyac.
B3msag mapHsa ycrpeMiieH BHUA3. UEPHOE KECTKOE MAJIBTO KOJIET €EMY KOKY, HO eMy BCE paBHO. Ero
HE pajJiyeT a0COJIFOTHO HUYETO, HO U MOBOJIOB TPYCTUTh OH HUKOTJ]a HE BUIEII.

Bubpanus B kapMaHe JPKMHCOB 3aCTaBISIET €r0 OCTAHOBUTHCS HAa MHUHYTY, YTOOBI JOCTaTh
TeJie()OH U OTBETUTH Ha 3BOHOK. DTO APTYp.

— Jla, — 6e3 aMouui OTBETHII TapEHb.

— Mapk, TbI 10KeH MHE ToMo4b. CeronHst OyneT BeuepuHka y J[aBuga. Bipouewm, ToI ero He
3Haellb, HO MHE HY)KHa OyJIeT Tpe3Basi T0JI0Ba, KOTOpas OTBE3ET MEHsI IOMOM MOCJIe BEUCPUHKH.

D10 yke ObuUia He mepBasi mpochba ApTypa 3a0parh €ro ¢ BeUepuHKH, HO MepKypuil He Mor
OTKa3aTrb CBOEMY JIPYry, MIOTOMY YTO TOT HE OCTABJISI €ro, cracasi opoll OT OJUHOYECTBA, 4 OH HE
Mor Opocuth U ero. MHorna Houbt0 MepKypHIo MPUXOAUIOCH HOUBIO BHIOMPAThCS U3 J0Ma, MOKa
pomutenu cnand. OHU BCE €€ MBITATUCh €r0 KOHTPOJUPOBaTh. TaONeTKHW MO3BOJMIM UM
PYKOBOJUTH UM, HO HE KOHTPOJIUPOBAT.

— Bo ckoIbKO 3aexath 3a T000i1?

— I';me-To B omMHHAANATE, Y MEHSI 3aBTpa €II¢ Maphl, MOATOMY... S aapec Tede CKUHY CMCKOM.

— Xopomo. /1o BCcTpeun.

— Cnacu0o Tebe.

— Her 3a 4yTO, TONBKO... — 3BOHOK OOOpBajcs. ApPTyp ycIeNl OTKJIIOUUTCS, MPEXKAE, YEM
Mepkypuil ycriena JOTrOBOPHUTb.
— HasbIBail MEHSI MOMM UMEHEM. .. — IpoIIenTan cede Mo HOC NapeHb, 3aKaHunBas Qppasy.

I'maBa 2. On the other side

— Kak BbI Ha3Banu MajibllKy? — CHPANIMBACT MEACECTPA Yy JKCHIMHBL, KOTOPAsk B CIEIIKE
cobmpaeT cBom Benm. Henens B OoibHHUIIE Ka3ajlach € HEMMOBEpHO moiroi. OHa He Morya
JIOKIaThCs, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS IOMOW K CBOEMY JTIOOMMOMY MYXKY.

— BeHnepa, — cnokoifHO OTBETHJIA KCHIIMHA, U Ha €€ JIMIe MOSBUJIACh MsTKas YiablOKa. —
Jlepxute, — OHa mepenajia MEJACECTPE CBOIO CYMKY C BelllaMM, MEPEXBaTUB y HEE MaJICHbKOE



XPYIIKOE TEJIBLIE CBOEH JOYEPH.

— JloBOIbHO HEOOBIYHOE UMSI, — TTOJAMETHUIIA MEJICECTPA.

— Jla, HO HeOOBbIYaHO KpAacHUBOE, — YKCHIIMHA BHOBb YJIBIOHY/IACh.

Benepa crana nepBbiM peOEHKOM B ceMbe Xoauaeh. ITo Obula MOJIOasi CEMbsI, KOTOpast JKujia
B HeOonboM noMuke B Herokacie. Oten pabotan KypbepoM, a €€ MaTb — B CAJIOHE KPaCOTHI.
Bonbimoi nmpuObuid 3TO HE MPUHOCHUIIO, HO HA )KM3Hb UM XBaTalIo.

C poxneHuneM BeHepbl HEKOTOpBIE BEIM M3MEHWJIM CBOM MOPSAOK: €€ MaMa Iepecrana
XOIUTh Ha padoTy, yaemsas 0oJiblie BpeMeHU 1ouepH. Toraa e€ oTen yCTpOUJIca Ha BTOPYIO padoTy.
CoBmenarh JBa pa3HbIX BUJA ACATEIBHOCTH €My ObUTO HE moj cuity. He BbichIasich HOYBIO, THEM
OH YacTO MyTaJl 3aKa3bl, MIPUBO3UJI UX HE BOBPEMS, a OIHAXIbl BOBCE MOTEPSUI AEHBIU, KOTOPHIE
MOJIY4MJI 32 IOCTaBKy. B ouH AeHb OH moTepsis1 006€ paboThl. B o1uH 1eHb, OH MOTEPsIT ceosl.

Ko Bpemenu, xorjga Benepe uCnoMHUIIOCH MSTH JIET, €€ MaMa MPOAOJIKIIa padoTy B CaJoHE, a
OTEIl, OTYASBIIKCH, MIPEKPATUI MOUCKU HOBOM paboThl LlenpiMu JHSAMHU OH MpoIajaal Iie-to, a
MIPUXOJIsi HOYBIO, TTOJIbIMAJI BECh JIOM Ha yI. Marh 3aKkpbiBajia BeHepy Ha HOUb B KOMHATE, YTOOBI
Ta OblIa B 0€30MMaCHOCTHU, KOT/Ia MbSIHBIM OTEll TPUXOIUI U TPOMUI BOKPYT BCE, YTO TOJIBKO BUJIEIL.
Kaxxnast Houb 000paurBaIach HACTOSIIMM KOIIMApOM JUIsl MaJ€HbKOW J€BOYKU. [ pOMKHE KPUKHU
MaMbl IO Ty CTOPOHY JABEPHU 3aCTABISUIM €€ MaJEHbKOE Cep/ile pa3phiBarhcsi OT cTpaxa. CHavyana
OHa OekaJia K IBepH U CTydalila MaJICHbKUMHU KyTauykamu, COMBasi pyku B KpoBb. BeHepa kpuuana u
3Basia MaMy. E#l xoTenock, 4TOObI 3TH KPUKHU W Clie3bl ObUIM BCETO JHUIIb OYepPEIHBIM HOYHBIM
koimapoM. Ho 3To He npekpainianocs. OHa He TpochInanach, IOTOMY YTO 3TO ObLT HE COH.

Koraa cHbl Hauanu cMenmBarbes ¢ peanbHOCThI0, BeHepa nepecrana 0opotbes. Kaxapiid pas,
KOT7/Ia OTEll BO3BpAILIAJICS IOMOM, OHA caMa 3aKpbIBajach U3HYTpU. U uepes 3Byk Obloleecs MOCY/IbI
U KPUKOB Marepu, AeBOYKa OTBOPAYMBAIIACH K CTEHE U IU1aKaya. E€ miaza ObUTM KPaCHBIMU KaXk0€
yrpo. Kaxnpiii pa3, nmogHuMasi rojioBy BBEpX, €l ObUIO 0OJIbHO CMOTpeTh Ha coiiHIe. [loaTomy
Benepa Bc€ Bpems cMoTpesna B IOJI.

Kak TOJIBKO JEBOYKE HCHOJHUIOCH IIECTh, MaThb OTAana €€ B IIKOTy-UHTepHar. J[pyroro
BbIX0J/1a HE ObLI0. Tak ObLIO TydIle.

Ho 3mech ona Toxe He Obula B Oe3omacHocTu. Kaxayio Houb Benepa mpockimanach ot
odepeaHoro konmapa. OHU mpecieoBain €€ Kaxayro Hodb. Kpuku, ci€3bl, MbIHBIA OTEI, KPOBb
Ha pykax. Takoro y»kacHOro CHa €M He NMPUILIOCH €€ BUICTh. BeHepa BbIlUIa U3 CBOEW KOMHATHI.
JleBouka monuia Ha KyxHio. Kaxkercs, rojioca yruxiii, Kak CHapy»kH, Tak U BHYTpHU €€ ToJoBbl. OHa
CTymaja OCTOPOXXHO, OyATo mwia mo pazoutomy ctekiy. [lo xoxke mpoOexan xonomok. Benepa
BBITJISIHYJIA U3-3a CTEHKU, UJITH JAJIbIlIe €1 HEe XBaTaJlo CHUJL.

Orter; CTOAN C OKPOBABICHHBIM HOXKOM HaJl YK€ HE XUBbIM TelIoM €€ marepu. JleBouka
3arannia apixanue. K e€ ropiy monkarsiBal HEMPUATHBIA KOM, €IE HEMHOTO U €€ BBIPBET. 3aMETHUB
Benepy, orery mocMoTpen Ha He€ IMazaMH, B KOTOPHIX ObUIO HHM KAaIUIM COXKAJICHUS, a JUIIb
HEHaBUCTh. HeHaBUCTh KO Bcemy, U gaxe K Hel. [loTynmB curapery o 1afioHb, OH B3sJ1 HOXK U YK€
I[eJICHAIpaBICHHO TpuOamxKaincs K Heul. JleBouka xorena Oexarb, HO €€ HOrW OyATo ObUIH
NpUKpervieHbl K mony. OHa Havasia 1iiakarh, yMOJISTh OTIA, YTOOBI OH 3TOTO HE Jejaj, a 3aTeM
IIPOCTO 3aKPhUIA IJ1a3a U TPOMKO 3aKpHYAIIA.

— DU, IPOCHUCH, — KTO-TO TOpMOIIMJI €€ 3a mieun. — [IpocHucs!

Benepa otkpbuia miaza. Eif ObUIO JKYTKO CTpaIllHO, HO CTpax HCIApHUIICA, KaK TOJBKO OHa
yBuzena nepeq codoit Jlrocu. OHa Obuia 1meCTHIM PeOEHKOM B ceMbe, JeHEer ObUI0 Majo, U Kak
MOCJEACTBUE OHAa Temeph 37eCh. DTO OOBIYHBIA ClIEHApUH, MO KOTOPOMY JETH IOMaaaroT B
WHTEpHAT.



— Omnsate kommap? — crpocuiia oHa, B3sB BeHepy 3a miiedo. Ta B OTBET JIMIL KUBHYIA
rojioBoii. Eif Hy>)kKHO OBLIIO IEPEBECTH JBIXaHUE U YCIIOKOUTHCSI.

— Korma-to onn 3akoHuarcs, — JIrocu npogoinkaia ycrokauBaTh MOAPYTY.

— Korpa s ympy.

Crpenka 4acoB JBUTAJIACH B OAHOM HampaBI€HHWH, HE OCTAHABIMBAsCh. BBIXOAHBIE IOMa, B
ocTaJibHble JHU — B UHTepHare. Hu tam, HU Tam eil He Obulo criokoitHo. Ho Bcé ke Obuu nronu,
omarogapst kotopbiM Benepa mpopomkana xutTb. Mama u Jltocu. Beé ocranpHoe e€ yraerano.
[Topoii neBOYKY HE MOKUIAIM MBICIU O cyunuie. Jpyroro Beixona n30aBUTHCS OT OOJNM OHA HE
Bujiena. ToNbKO cTpax ObUT CUJIbHEE €€.

— Ceronns onsaTe AoMoil? — chnpaumpaeT JIrOcH, pa3BaIMBIIMCh HA CBOEW KPOBATH, MOKa
Benepa cobupana cBou Bely.

— Jla, — 6e3 aMouuii OTBEeTHIIA ACBYIIKA.

— Mucc Xonuaei, mucc Xonuaeil, — K Hell nmoadexana 3aMecTuTeNb qupekropa. OHa Oblia
B3BOJIHOBaHA. BOJI0OCKI HaJIBUHYIMCH Ha TJ1a3a, KOTOPhIE BHIVISACIN OecriokoiiHo. Panbie Benepe
eli€ He MPUXOAWIOCH BUJIETh KEHIIMHY B TOM YacCTH, [JI€ YYEHUKHU OTAbIXadu. OOBIMHO CIOoAa MOIIIA
MPUXOAMTH JIMIIb 3aMECTUTEIb 10 YAaCTH MOPSAAKA, CTAPOCThI, HO C Yy4eOHOI0 KopIlyca HUKOIZa He
MPUXOJIAIIA HU YYUTEIIS, HU 3aMECTUTEIb TUPEKTOPA.

— S Huuero He nenana, — pedIeKTOpHO MPOU3HECa OHA, MEPETISIHYBILMCH ¢ JItocH.

— OTo0 mpaBlma, — JApyras JI€BOYKa IOACKOYMIIAa C KPOBard W BCTaja HA 3alMTy CBOEH
MOJPYTH.

— Her, HeT, nen0 HE B 3TOM, — JKEHIMHA HE MOIVIa HAUTH MOAXOAAIMX ciaoB. — [Ipocto
IOUAEMTE 3a MHOM.

JleBynku emni€ pa3 mnepenisiHylIuch Mexay coooiu. IloxaB minedyamu, Benepa cpanace u
rmociaenoBana 3a Muccuc. C KakapIM IIaroM e ObI10 BCE Tspkesee apimarh. OHa 00s1ach TOro, U4To
el MOJKHBI ObUTH CcKa3aTh. UTo, eciau oter yoma marhk? UTo, e€ciau KoIMap CTall peaTbHOCTHIO?
Nnu xe HaobopoT. Mama mpunuia, yToObl 3a0parh €€ oTcioga. I oHM yedayT BMecTe OTCHOIA.
Bwmecre coeryr.

Korma onm ObUIM y camux aBepei, e€ cepille 3amepsio Ha HecKoibko cekyHa. Korma ona
BOIIUIAa BHYTPb, 32 OOJIBIIMM CTOJIOM OHa y3Haja JAUPEeKTOpa MucTepa Xukkca. Ho B komHare
HaxXoIWJICsI HE OH OauH. CTOMJIO JEBOYKE MPOWTH BHYTPb, KaK JKEHIIMHA, YTO CHJENA K JBEPAM
CIIMHOM MOBEpHYNAch K He. OHa cMoTpesnia Ha BeHepy ¢ TakuM TemioM, KaKuM CMOTpesa Ha Heé
Mama, HO IIOKa YTO OHA HE 3HAJIa, KTO CUJUT MEPE HEU.

— Mucc Xonuaen, — npoaeKiiaMmupoBaia 3aMEeCTUTENb U YIUIA.

— UYrto ciydninoch? — J€BOYKA cliejlajla HEYBEpEHHbIM wiar Brepena. JKecToM AUPEKTOp
yKas3aj Ha MECTO 3a CTOJIOM. BeHepa cena Ha CTya psSaoM ¢ KeHUMHOW. OT HEe€ MpUSATHO Maxio,
HaBEpHsIKa, TOpOoruMu Ayxamu. E€ BbIKpallleHHbIe B OJIOHJ BOJIOCHI OBbLIM 3aBUTHI U HAIIOMUHAIIU
Benepe makapoHsl.

— Mens 30ByT [[keitH. S yBepeHa, TBOsI MaThb HUYEro He ropopuia Ttede 0060 mHe. S eé
cecTpa, — KEHUMHA MATKO YJIBIOHYIAach, OITYCTHUB IJ1a3a BHU3. JTO HE K 100py.

— Omna ymepna? OH e€ youn?! — BCKpUKHYIa J€BOYKa, MOANPHITHYB Ha MecTe. EE maza
Metauch Mexay JkedH m muctepom XukkcoMm. O0a MOmaepKUBaId MOJYaHHUE, OyATO OBl
noaOupaIu Hy>KHbBIE CIIOBA.

— TBost Mama 3a6onena. M 4ToObl mojyieunTcsi, €€ BhIHYKIEHBI ObLTH MOJ0XXUTh B OOJBHUILY.
[loka ona Oomneer, Thl MOXHUBEIIL CO MHOW, — EHIMHA TOBOPHUJIA POBHBIM YCIIOKAWBAIOIIMM
roj0OCOM, HO BHYTPH MaJICHbKOW Ayl OyIieBan Leblid yparaH smonui. boib mpoHsana e€ no



caMmux Kocteil. E€ pyku u Horu oOMsIKiM, caenanuch BarTHbIMU. OHU el BpyT. OHa, HaBEpHSIKA, YiKe
JaXe HE JKUBA.

— BrbI MHE Bpére, — BCXIIMIBIBAsI, IPOU3HECHA JEBOUKA. BCEro HECKOIBKO CIIOB UCTOLMIMN €€
TaK, 4To ei OBbLIO TSHKEJNO JAepKaTh ceOsl B pyKax.

— Her, munasa. 1 g obemato Tebe, 4TO MBI MPUEAEM K TBOEH MaMe, KaK TOJbKO €d CTaHeT
ayqiie. Jlagno? — J[>kelH nornaxkusania €€ 1o ToJIoBe, BCE €IIE NMbITAsACh YCIIOKOUTb.

Benepa nogHsia rmasa u cMOTpeia Ha CBOIO TETH. MOXKHO 1 €1 TOBEPATH?

— Kyna BbI xoTHTE MEHSI OTBE3TU? — B IPYyIU €€ 00JIEeN0, HO €M HY)KHO ObLIO CIaceHUe, er
Hy)KHa ObLJIa TIOMOIIIb.

— S xxuBy B Jlonaoue. S )xuBy o/iHa, TOATOMY s Oyay HE TPOTUB TBOCH KOMITAHUH.

Jlon0H. YeablaB OHO 3TO CI0BO, CEPALIE KOIBHYIO €€ CUiIbHEE. boubile OHA HE Ciblaa
HUYEro U3 TOTO, 4TO €i roBopmwian. Yexarb B Jlongon u Opocuth Bc€. bpocuth mamy, Opocuth
JIrocu. Ha oTua et HartuieBaTh, BOPOYEM, KaK U €EMY Ha HEE.

— Tak Oyzaet ToabKO Jydllle, — BCTAaBUJI CBOE CIIOBO U AUPEKTOP XUKKC.

Jlyuame... OTKyga UM 3HaTh, KaK OyJeT Jiydlie Juisl He€, a Kak HerT.

— 4] Oblna y TeOst JoMa U yKe coOpasia BCe TBOM BEIM. Thl MOXKeEIIb MOMPOINATHECS CO CBOMMH
IPY3bsIMU, U MBI IIOE/IEM.

C sToro MmoMeHTa *u3Hb BeHephl U3MEHUIIACH.

— OOeraii 3BOHUTHh MHE, — TIpou3Hecia Jlrocu, oOHUMas Moapyry Ha MPOIIAHbE.

— OO0e1aw, — TUXO OTBETHUJIA OHA.

[To mpue3ay B OOJBIION METanojauc IeBOYKa Havyalla XOAUTh B HOPMAJIbHYIO IIKOJY. DTO ObLIO
el He B MpUBBIUKY. 31ech BCE Obuto MHaue. Kaxkercs, ApyrumMu ObUIM cCaMU JIIOAU. Y UHUTENs
CJIMIIIKOM MHOIO TpeOOBaJid, a JAETH ObUIM CIMIIKOM >KECTOKHU. [[eBouka BCE BpeMs MoJiyana,
Ka3aJloCh, YTO Oosu1ach Bcero BOKpYr. OHa Tak HU C KEM M HE CMONNIAa NOAPYXHUTbcAd. HUKTO He
nonumaln e€. HukTo He xorena moHuMarh e€.

Kaxnyro Houb oHa ymupana. Kommapel He mpekpamanuch. Kazanoch, BCE JOIKHO OBLIO
HanmaauThes. Ho crapas sxu3Hb npecienoBaina e€, HacTymas Ha 1aThl. Eff ObUIO CTpalliHO 3aChINarh.
Kakoe-To BpeMst BeHnepa crapanacek BoBce He cniarth. OHa MPOCTO Caauilach Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIE OKHA,
CMOTpeJia B OKHO M HaOJofana 3a TeM, Kak CBETST 3Be3]lbl HOUbI0. Tak BBICOKO, TaK JAJeKO OT
JIOieH. A 4TO, eclid Kaxk/as 3Be3/a MPUHAMIEKUT KakoMy-To uesioBeky? Torma e€ marh mMorya Obl
coOparb 1ieoe Cco3Be3Aue, a OTell He Mody4yrs Obl HU ofHOM. WM HeBoibHO, €€ Ke MbICIu
OKYTBIBAJIM U MATKO YKJIAABIBAJIXA €€ HAa HEXHYIO NEPUHY CHOB. HO BCE paBHO KaxxJoe yrpo OHa
KpHuyaia, IpOChITAIACh B XOJIOJIHOM MOTY U IJIaKajia. 9TO CTAHOBHJIOCH HEBBIHOCHUMO.

Cnycta nonrona xxu3nu B JIongone, [[xkeifH penmia 0TBECTH JEBOUYKY K Bpauyy.

— Tak, Oymer nmyunie. /JoBepbcsi MHE, — OHa moilesnioBasia BeHepy B 1100, 0OBSIBUB O CBOEM
pELICHUMN.

— S Gotock. S He Iymaro, YTO MHE CTOUT UATH K JTOKTOpY. S Oosbliie HE Oyay KpU4arh, s
obelraro, — yMoJsijia AEBYIIKa, HO ObLIO TTO3]IHO.

Ho nmaxke mocemeHus Bpaya HE CTAIM pe3yabTaTuBHBIMHU. Kommapel BCE emE mpecienoBain
e€. B mensx meuenus [[keitH maxe orBesna Benepy k e€ marepu. JleBymke Torga ObUIo yxke
TpUHAAUATh. TaKkast OJATOXKIaHHAs PaHbIlE TOE3AKa Teneph €€ myraia.

— OT0 mcuxmarpuueckas OonpHUIA? — C YIUBIEHHEM CIPOCHJIA OHA, KaK TOJBKO OHU
noabexanu k 3nanuto. — Kakoro u€pra? S gymana, 4to 3To oObIdHast OOJIBHUIIA.

JIpIxaHME BHOBb YTSDKEISUIOCh. BeHepa 3akppiBajia Iaza M cUMTala 1O JECATH, Kak €
ropopusl 1okTop OJpumK, HO 3TO HE NoOMOrano. Y HeE€ HauhmHajlach HCTEPUKA. bomnbie



npocTpaHcTBa. JleBymka BbeIIphIrHYJIa W3 mMaunmHbl. Mamo Bo3ayxa. CoBcem mano. OHa Havana
IBIIATH PTOM, HO U 3TO HE IOMOTAaJIo.

— 1 3mar, 4dro nokHA ObUIa cKa3aTh Tebe 00 3TOM paHblle, HO s HE Momia. ITO
TPaBMHUPOBAJIO ObI TEOSI.

— A pa3Be ceruac He TpaBMUPYET?

— IIpoctu, — TUX0 npousHecna JKenH.

— Moxer, cpa3y ckaxkels MHE, T11e oren? Bmecrte ¢ Hen?

— On ymep. TBost MaTh nojichIana emy siy.

— O boxe! — Bckpuknyna Benepa. [IpaBna Obi1a kecTOKOH, HO paHUIIO OOJBINE TO, YTO OO
ATOM OHa y3HaJja TOJbKO ceryac.

BceTpeda ¢ mareppio ObUia BOBCE HE TaKOM, Kakol OHa pucoBalia €€ cebe B CBOEH MalleHbKOU
NPUYYIUIMBOM royioBke. E€ Marh cujena Ha Kparo KpoBaTu U CMOTpeENa B OAHY TOUKY. ITO ObUI HE
YeJIoBeK, a eme oAuH npeamer mebenu. Hukakoi peakiuu HU Ha 4TO M HU Ha Koro. ['emarombl
YK€ JaBHO MPOIUIM, Ha €€ TeJIe HE OCTAJIOCh HUKAKUX CJIEJIOB HACHUIUS, TOJIBKO MaJICHbKHE
JBIPOYKHU OT IIpUIoB. OHA ObUIa BCSI TPOABIPSIBICHA.

BeHnepa nepxxana X0ln0QHYIO pyKy Marepu B cBouX. I1o €€ mexkaM JIMinuch ciésnl, Korna JIMno
MaMbl 3acThuio. OHa pacckazana ed o JIoHa0HE, 0 HOBOM MKoye, 0 JIrocu, ¢ KOTOpOHM OHa HE
npekparuna odbmenue. Pacckazana o JlkeitH, kotopas nputotuia e€. E€ uemocth yxe Oonena,
Kaxxercsa, BeHepa pacckaszaiia Marepu CTOJBKO, CKOJIBKO HE paccKasblBaJla HUKOMY B ku3HU. Ho
BCE€ ATHU CJIOBA OBLIM MIPOU3HECEHBI BITYCTYIO.

[Toe3aka k Marepu TOJBKO yCyryowmsia cutyanuio. BeHepa BoBce 3amkHynmach B cede. OHa
nepectaina ropoputh ¢ Jlxein u Jlrocu, y He€ He Obuto amnmeTruta. CBOM HOYHBIC KOIIMAaphl
JIEBYIIIKA TIEpEHECIA B peallbHOCTh. Kaxyr0o HOUb Iiepe]l CHOM OHa J0CTaBaia JIE3BUS U MEJIJICHHO
paspe3ania cBoro Koxy. Eil Obl10 00IBHO, HO 3aDIylMTh 00JIb BHYTPHU 3TO HE momorano. Kaxapii
pa3 oHa Jenana nmopesbl BcE€ mIyoxke, HO 3Toro 0buto mMano. ['opsiune cin€3bl CKarbIBAIUCh BMECTE C
KaIUISIMA KPOBH.

— Muctep Onpumx, s ASUCTBUTEIBHO HE 3HAIO, YTO JAenark, — J»eWH npuwia K J0KTOpY.
Ero MmeToauka aana tpenmHy. Jlena UM TOJIbKO XykKe.

— Citydait, IECTBUTEIIBHO, TSKEIIBIN.

— Ho ecTb ke 4T0-TO, 4TO MOKET €il moMoub? S HE 3Har0, KaKOW-TO METOI WJIM Tpenapar,
TUIHO3... XOTs ObI UTO-TO.

— Tabnetku. 310, MO CyTH, OOBIYHOE YCIIOKOUTEIBLHOE, HO CHJIBHOIEHCTRYIOIIECE. ECcTh maHc,
YTO OHHU MIOMOTYT, HO...

— B namem cimydyae Hukakux HO. Ecim ecTh Hajexkaa Ha €€ BOCCTAHOBIEHUE, TO MBl
BO3bMEMCSI 32 3TY BO3MOKHOCTh U TIOTPOOYEM.

Benepa He oTka3bIBasiach OT npuema TableToK. XyxKe ObITh BCE paBHO HE MOIVIO ObITh. M 3TO
MIOMOTaJI0 3anIyllMTh e 001b. CBOIO OOJIb OHA MpOMEHsUIa Ha Oe3paznuuue. Tenepb HE ObUIO
3aCTBIBIIMX CJIE3 B TJ1a3ax, a Obula uépHas AbIpa.

Tenepp mpuxoAs €O IIKOJbI, KaXAbld JeHb BeHepa Kypuia B OTKPBHITYIO (DOPTOUKY H
BcrioMuHana. M Tenepb 3TH BOCHOMUHAHUS HE HABEUBAIIM €l HU TPYCTH, HU MeYaliu, a ObUTA BCETO
JUIIH BOCIOMUHAHUSAMHU. OHU KPYTHIIHCH B €€ TOJIOBE, CIIOBHO CIOKET CTaporo (ribma.

— Benepa, Thl HE NMOBEPUIb, MHE NMPUIUIO NpUNIalicHUe B JIOHTOHCKUM yHUBEpcHUTET. S
noctynuia! S mocrynuna! — opana B TpyOky BocTopkeHHas JItocu. — CoBceM CKOpo s Ipueny K
Teoe.

— S pana, — 6e3 KaKux-11u00 SMOIUI TPOU3HECIA JIEBYIIKA, BhIJbIXash KPYTH JIbIMa U30 PTa.



Ha camom nene, e O6buto Bc€ paBHO. Eit Obu1 abcomroTHO Oe3pazinudeH BHemHUU mup. OHg
Jake He 3Haja, KeM XoueT ObITh. BeHepa make He mojana 3asiBKy HU B OJUH YHUBepcuTeT. Bece aTn
OecroKoMCcTBa Mo MOBOAY €€ OYAyIIero, BOBCe HE OCCITOKOMIHN JEBYIIKY.

— S moiigy Ha Kypchl mapukmaxepoB. byny paOoTarb B KakOM-TO calloHE, — CKa3aja OHa
OJHUM yTpoM JIKelH, KOT1a OHU 3aBTPAKaIH.

— Xopoto. 1o nydie, yeM Huuero. [louemy Thl BbIOpaiia UMEHHO 3TO?

— BocnoMuHaHus HaBesUI, — KPATKO OTBETHJIA IEBYIIKA.

C npuesnioMm Jlrocu xxu3Hb Benepsl HEMHOTO TpeoOpa3uiiachk. JleBylika Tackaia CBOIO MOJPYTy
C co00i MOBCIOMY, TBITASICh BCEJIMTh B HEE HEMHOIO »XMU3HU. TOJIBKO OHA HE 3Halla, YTo BeHepa
cama u3baBisia cedst aTol xu3Hu. Kaxxplii pa3, 9yBCTBys B TpyIu HEMPHUATHBIA CKPUIT OOJH, OHA
XBaTajnach 3a My3blpek ¢ TabmeTkamu. OHM cTamu e€ sTKopeM, Oiiarogapsi KOTOpOMY OHA JeprKaiach
Ha IIABY.

bput npusATHeIM BeceHHUN AeHb. LIIEn cHer, KOTOPBIM HEMHOIO IPUIIO34all, IOTOMY YTO BCHO
3UMYy BCE€ MOIJIM O HEM TOJIKO Meurarb. BeHepa Bo3Bpaianach ¢ KypcoB. EmE HEMHOro u oHa
CMOKET YCTPOUTHCS Ha pabOTy. Y He€ HEIJIOXO MOJIYYaeTCsl, TaK YTO MPOOIEM C MOUCKOM PadOThI
HE JIOJDKHO BO3ZHUKHYTb.

Bapyr 3 kapmana e€ ®EIToro najabTo MOCIBIMANICS TUXUH 3BOHOK. JT0 TenedoH. Jlrocu.

— B oOmem, Benepa, s ceromHs moO3HaKOMHUJIAch C TaKUM KJIACCHBIM IMapHEM, U OH
MPUTIACUII MEHS Ha BEYEPUHKY.

— OTanyHO, a 4TO ThI OT MEHS XOYENIb? — PABHOAYIIHO CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIKA.

— TruI mo¥igens co MHOM. ThBI JOKHA ITOUTHU CO MHOM !

— Sl Huyero Tebe He AOJIKHA.

— Benepa, Tl ke 3Haelb, YTO J[KelH BCE paBHO BBIMUXHET T€OS U3 JOMAa, TOJIBKO ObI Thl
HEMHOTO Pa3BesUIaACh.

JleByIlika B3/I0XHYJIa, B 3TOM ObLIa JOJISI TPaBbL.

— Xopoto. 3aeaens 3a MHOM, — BCE ke canach oHa. Yac-/1Ba 1 HUKTO HE 3aMETHUT, KaK OHa
YUIET C 3TOM BEUEPUHKH.

— byb TOTOBA K JIEBSTH.

I'naBa 3. When I first saw you

[TonoBMHA OMMHHAIIATOTO. DJIEKTPOHHBIM OyIUILHUK HAlOMUHAET mapHio 00 3ToM. OH
OBICTPO HAXXMMAET Ha HETO, OTKJIFOYasl.

[lepen cHOM poauTenn OOBIMHO MBIOT CHOTBOpHOE. OH MPUTBOPSAETCS, OYATO MBET €ro TOXKE,
KOIJla, Ha CaMOM JieJie, MPOCTO MPUKACAETCA ry0aMu K KPY>KKe, W, BbIIABIUBasi U3 ce0s YIbIOKY,
CTaBUT €€ 00paTHO.

OT10 cpabareiBaeT He TepBbId pa3. OH MPOCTO AeNaeT 3TO, a HOYbIO, KOTJa €My 3TO HYKHO
(MM Korma HYKHO ApTypy) MPOCTO JIOCTaeT KJIIOYM M3 OTIIOBCKOTO KaOWHETa M Ha MallMHe
POJMTENEN €IET 32 CBOUM JPYTOM.

Ha wyacax monoBuHa omuHHaguaroro. Mepkypuii Bc€ paccumtan. llomyaca mOMKHO emy
XBaTUTh, YTOOBI JH00OpaThCsi K JOMY, IJle TPOXOOUT BeuepuHka. PoBHO momyaca. OH 3akpbIBaeT
KHUTH CO CTUXaMH, KJIAJET Ha MOJIOKOHHUK U OH Y€ FOTOB K Moe3ake. TuXuMu, pa3MmepeHHbIMU
maraMy oH UeT mo jaomy. Huuto He BbiaeT ero. B mome mo-npexxHemy TUX0, OyITO aOCOJIFOTHO
BCE€ €r'0 KUTEJIH BRIMEPIIH.

OCTOpOXKHO, OH JIOCTA€T M3 KapMaHa OpIOK OTIa KJIFOYM OT KaOMHeTa. Xpam MYXKYUHbI —
€IUHCTBEHHOE, YTO HapyllaeT THUIIMHY 3/1ecb. HO 3TOT mIymM pacmpocTpaHseTCA JWIb B pamMKax
OOHOM KOMHAarbl. MepKypHil HAaKJIOHSAETCS, KOTAA €ro JMIO OKa3bIBAETCS HA OAHOM YPOBHE C



mutioM otia. [lapens ycmexaetcs, Mon «M kTo xe ymHee?». Ho 3arem oH OBICTpO BBIOpachIBaeT
3TO U3 TOJOBBL. DTO HE MPABUIIBHO.

B kabunere Mepkypuil BcTpedaeTr nomaimmHero nutomua. Cuamckuit kor — HpsBuH. Kak
TOJIBKO OH Y4ysUl IBH>KEHHS IAapHS, TO cpasy ke npocHyica. Korma Mepkypuil ncKall K04, TO
NpBun 1€pcst 06 ero Hory. EMy Toke He HpaBUIJIOCh HAXOMUTHCS 37€Ch. ITO HE JIOM, a OOJIbINas
KJIETKA.

— IIpocTH, HO THI HOJIKEH OCTAThCS 31AECh, — THXO MPOLICNTANl MApEeHb, MOMMIAIUB KoTa. ToT
B OTBET HEJOBOJIbHO MTPOMYPJIBIKAJI, & 3aTEM BEPHYJICSI HA MECTO M CHOBA JIET CIIATh.

3aKkphiB ABEPU Ha KIIIOY, TapeHb OpOCHUI KJIIOYM B KapMaH CBOMX JKUHC. [0 BO3BpalleHUIO
HY>KHO OyZIeT pa3ioKUTh BCE BEIM M0 MECTaM.

Bo aBope Ha Hero yxe xzjajga KpacuBas MaroBOro 4€EPHOro OTTEHKA MalmHa. MepKypuil He
BJIaBaJICsl B MOAPOOHOCTH, BPOJE MAapKW MalMHBI, UX mpeumyilecTBa. Ero u kadectBa jitoneit He
BOJIHOBAJIM, YTO YK TaM FT'OBOPUTH O MaIlMHAX.

[ToBopor kmtoya. OH Haxkasn Ha ra3. BxiroueHHble (apbl OCBEIIATIA €My JOpOTY BIEpEIu.
3nech ObUIO €IIE MHOTO MalllMH, MOMUMO €ro. B 4éMm CMBICHT HIacTarb HOYBIO, KOTJA MOYKHO
OCTarhCs JIOMa M HACIAJUTHCA TEIJIOM U YIOTOM. Eciii OH Mor, TO KaTajics Obl KaXJIyi0 HOYb MO
ropofy, MOTOMY YTO B CaJIOHE aBTOMOOWJIA B aOCOTIOTHOM OAMHOYECTBE €My ObLI0 KOMGOpTHEE,
YeM B CTE€Hax JOMa, [JI€ OH BbIpOC. A BOPOYEM, €My HUUETO HE MEIIAIO JIEJIaTh 3TO, KPOME KakK
OJIHOTO. Y HEro He ObUIO JKEeJIaHUSI.

Kak mapenp u mpocuuTall, Ha AOpPOry MOHaa00UIIOCh pOoBHO nosyaca. Ha ynuiie, rae nonxeH
pacronararbcs A0M, Topeiu Bce (poHapu, HO aOCOMIOTHO B KaXKJIOM JIOME YK€ ObUI MOTallleH CBET.
byaro 31ech HMKTO M HE KUBET BOBce. Pacmo3Harb OM, TJie MPOXOAUT BEUYEPUHKA ObUIO HE
CJI0KHO.

[IpunapkoBaBumCch Ha oOounHE, Mepkypuil 3aMeTuj, 4YTO 3TOT JOM OTJIMYAJCA HE TOJIBKO
OOJIbHO SIPKUM OCBEILIEHUEM, HO U TPOMKOCTHIO. [lo CHIIOW 3BYKOBBIX BOJIH, Ka)KETCs, APOXKAIU
CaMU CTEHBI JOMA.

Xoson 3a0palics Mo camyro KOXy, MoKaibiBas €€ U3HyTpu. ToJIbKO ceiiuac mapeHb BCIIOMHUII
O TOM, 4TO 3a0bUT CBOE mayibTo AoMa. Houbto ObL10 ropazno mpoxiagHee, yem qHEM. K cuacTtbio,
TOHKHUM CJIOW CHera yXe ycmeJ pacrasiTh, HO CISKOTh HE TMojaBajia OOJbllle HACTPOCHUS U
DHTY3Ha3Ma.

Mepkypuil He crnenmia 3axoquTh B JIoM. (OCTaHOBUBIIMCH BO3JI€ OOJBIIOIO Ay0a, OH
MPUCIIOHWICS CIIUHOM K HeMy M HaOpan Homep Aptypa. [{JMHHBIE TYIKH JJIAJIHUCH BEYHOCT.
TpyOku HuUKTO He TomHMMaN. Bwribopa He ObUIO, MPHUAETCS BOWTH BHYTPh M BIUTHCS B TOJITY
MIbSTHBIX MOJIOJIBIX JTFOJICH.

Korma on 3amen B oM, TpoOMKas My3blKa Cpa3y K€ yIapuia, €Ba HE pa3pyllMB €ro
OapabaHHbBIE IEPENOHKU. B Kopumope Ha HEro cpasy *e HaTKHylIach napouka. [lapensb u neByika,
KOTOpPbIE OECCTBITHO IEJI0OBAJIMCh, MPOCOBBIBASI CBOM SI3BIKM JAPYr APYTY 4YyTh JIU HE B IJIOTKY.
Kankoe 3penuie. Yepe3 OTKPHITHIE JBEPU BAHHOW, OH YBUJIEH MApHS, KOTOPbIE CUICT B OOHUMKY C
yHHTa30M. Ero auno yxe ObUIO 3€JI€HOE, KaXKeTCsl, EMY HE CTOMJIO CTOIBKO MHUTh.

[Ipoiifis B rOCTUHYIO, TJIe U ObUT SMHUIEHTP BCEH OPrUu, YTO MPOUCXOIUIIA 3/I€Ch, OH 3aMETHII
Aprypa. [lapens cuen B Kpecie, a y HEro Ha KOJIEHSIX YK€ CUJIeNIa Kakas-To JIeBylKa. bproHeTka, ¢
0OBeJIECHHBIMU YEPHBIM KapaH/IaIlloM IJ1a3aMH, HAalIOMUHAaIA OOJIbIle MaHTy, YeM YelIOBeKa.

3ameTuB Mepkypusi, ApTyp moka3aji eMy 3HaKOM, YTOOBI TOT MO0 /AaJl HEMHOTO, TaK KaK OH
3aHAT. [lapeHp nunb KUBHYN B OTBET pyry. KoHeuHo, oH nogoxaer. OnuHHAALAaTh YacoB BEYEPA,
KyZa EMY CIEIINTD.



Mepkypuii penmia HauTH MECTO MO CIOKOMHEW 3TOro. XOTs, B 3TOM JIOME TaKO€ BPAJ JIK
ObUT10. BOKpYr ObUTH MbSIHBIE, OOKYPEHHBIE B XJIaM CTYACHTHI. AJIKOTOJIEM 3/1€Ch OBLTU MPOIMUTAHbI
Jake CTEHBI JJoMa, MO KOTOPHIM €ro KTO-TO Pasiuj. 37ech ObUIO OYE€Hb MHOTO JbIMa, KOTOPBIH
MPOCAYMBAJICS CKBO3b KOXKY U IMOBPEK A KaX/IbIii OpraH.

Mepkypuil ABUTAJICS B XaOTUYHOM HarpaBieHUH. [IpocTo cBopaurBan KaxJblii pa3, MoKa HE
OKa3aJics Ha KyxHe. 3/1eCh-TO ObUIO CIIOKOMHEHN. 3/1ech COBCeM HEe ObLIO JItofeH, HO ObLUIO OYEHBb
MHOT0 pa30pOCaHHBIX KPACHBIX cTakaHYMKOB. KpaH ObuT BKIIFOUEH. MepKypuii cpa3y ke BBIKIIOUUIT
Boay. [IoToM OH 3aKpbLi ABEpHU, TaK 3/1€CHh OBLIO rOPa3 a0 THILE.

Houb. OH HaxonuTcst B JOME, IJIe BOBCE HET MOPSIIKA, B JOME, KOTOPHIN MEPENOTHEH bSIHBIM
coponom. CtpanHO, 9yTO0 Mepkypuii BOOOIIe CMOT HaWTH CBOOONHYIO KOMHATY. XOTS, B CaMOM
pasrape BeUepHHKH BCeX Kyza 0ojiee HHTEPECOBAIN CBOOOHBIE CTIAIbHU, 4 HE KYXHHU.

Mepkypuii He 4yBCTBOBaJ HUUYET0. XOTs, MOT Obl. OH MOT OBl YyYBCTBOBaTh BECEIIbE, AJIKOTOJIb
Obl urpan B KpoBHu. [lonroxnanHas cBoOona, He3aBUCUMOCTb. llenast Oypsi sMoluii, HO BMECTO
3TOro WTWIIb. AOCONIOTHO HUYEro. BMecTo 3TOoro oH cUAMT OAWMH Ha KyxHe W Aymaer. CHoOBa
AyMaeT O TOM, 4TO ObUIO Obl, eciu Obl OH He Obul AHEepcoHOM. He Obul CTpaHHBIM, 3aMKHYTBIM E
cebe mapHeM 1o uMeHu MepKypuid.

Ero tummnHa Hapynmiach, KOraa Ha KyxHio BOexana feBymka. E€ nuio 0110 01eAHBIM, OyATO
€l MEePEeKPBUIH JOCTYI K KHCIOPOLY.

— Jlait mHe Bonbl. Hasei Boabl, — OHa CyIOpPOkKHO Hayaja KONarbCs B CBOEU CYMOUKE, ITOKa
Mepkypuii cXBaTujl CO CTOJIa CTaKaHYMK, KOTOPBIA BBIIVISAET YMCTHIM M HAOpajl B HEro BOJBIL.
JleBymka pocrtana My3bIpéK C TabiieTkamMHu. BbIChIIaB Ha PyKy ropcTb, OHa OTOOpaia OIHY,
MOJIOKUJIA Ha A3BIK, a 3aTE€M, BBIXBATUB U3 PYK MapHs CTaKaH, OMYCTOIIMIA €TO.

— Cnacubo, — oHa ynbIOHYJIach €My, MOCJI€ YEro BCTajda COBCEM PSAOM, OMHUPASICh O CTOJL
PacTepsiBIIMCH C OTBETOM, OH JIUIIL MOJT4Ya KUBHYIL.

OHu o06a monyanu. Tonbko celyac OH MOT paccMOTpeTh e€. BioHIMHKAa, KOHYMKHA BOJIOC
ObUTM HEMHOTO HMXe Tuied. JIuio ObUIO MOKPBITO BECHYIIKaMH, Kak u pyku. OHa Oblia ofeTa B
HEXKHO ToJiy0Oll TONm W B JJIMHHYIO IOOKY C 3aBBIIICHHOW Tailuel KodehHoro orrenka. Ha
BEUEPHUHKE MOI00HOTO TUIIa HUKTO HE X0 B CTOJb 3aKPHITOM HapsiJie.

— Tebe mnoxo? — crnpocust Mepkypuii TOJIBKO U3 BEXKIUBOCTH.

— YT0-TO BpO/I€ TOrO, — HEYBEPEHHO OTBETHUJIA JAEBYIIKA. — BOIUT HEMHOTO.

— Yro?

— Ayma.

[Torom oHuM Momyanu. Mexay HHMHU OBUIO pacCTOSSHUE MEHbIEe roiiMa. Tak Onu3Ko.
CrnumkoMm Omm3ko. JleBylka mocTaja W3 CBOEH CYMOYKH TadyKy CHUTapeT, JO0CTaB OAHY, OHa
nofoxria e€. Eaxuil npiM 3anmonHsut J€rkue oooux. Mepkypuil 3akpbil I1a3a U BIOXHYI CEPbId
IpIM. EMy OH He BpeInJI, a Wb 3aM0JHSUI ITYCTOTY BHYTPH €TI0 Tena.

— MoxH0? — OH yka3zan Ha curaperty. JeBylika nmpotsHyna eMy. X pyku NpUKOCHYIUCH
apyr apyra. O0a moyyBCTBOBAIU XOIO/I.

— Kak 1e0st 30ByT? — €€ rosioc ObUI TAKUM K€ XOJIOJAHBIM, KaK U PYKHU.

OH He cnemmn oTrBe4arb. BmecTo sToro Mepkypuil caenan OOJBIIYIO 3aTSKKY U, 3aKpbIB
r1a3za, IPOCTO HACIAXKAAICS T€M, KaK MEIJIEHHO SiJ] pacnoi3alics mo ero opranuimy. Ckasarb e
€ro HaCTOsAIIee MMS M YCIBIIATh B OTBET cMmex? Mim coBparb U OOpecTH HOBYIO 3HAKOMYIO?
[Touemy-To ceiiuac Takas Melo4db €ro BoJHOBajda. CpoyHO HY)KHO MPHUHATH TabiIeTKy. YOparTh
BOJIHEHUE U CTAaTh MPEXKHUM O0€CUyBCTBEHHBIM MepKypreM, KOTOPBIM OH ObLIT paHee.

— Mapk, — HakoHell, OTBETHJI OH. DTO UMS €My HE HPAaBUJIOCh, HO UMEHHO TaK €r0 Ha3bIBaJl



ApTyp ¥ B IpyIIIE €ro OKJIMKAaIN TOJBKO TAK, 4 HE NHAYe.

JleBylka HaTsAHY/Ia YIBIOKY, BUIHO pe3yibrar €€ He Breuarimi. MoxeT, oHa oxujaana oomee
CTPaHHOI'O UMEHH, KaKUM SIBJISUIOCH €T0 COOCTBEHHOE.

— Benepa, — npoienrana oHa, KOrja OH CIeJall eIiE OAHY 3aTSKKY.

— Tebs Tak 30ByT? — HEYBEPEHHO CIIpocui MepKypuii.

— Jla, — CIOKOMHO OTBETWJIA AEBYLIKA.

Ero mexku mokpacHenu. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI Ce0sl HEJIOBKO, 3a TaKO€ HeJernoe BpaHbe. E€ ums
OBLIO Tak cxoxke ¢ ero. Uro, ecim 2T0o OBLI 3HAK?

Mepkypust Hadajio BOJIHOBATh TO, KAK CUJIBHO HAYAJIO CTy4arb €r0 CEpALE OT MPUCYTCTBUSA
AEBYIIKH psiioM ¢ HUM. EMy HeoOxoauMbl TabneTku. OHU HYKHBI €My, KaK KHUCIOPO/I.

— Mapk, Tl 37eCh, APYXKHUINE? — B KYXHIO 3aBIMIICS MbSHBIM ApTyp. Mepkypuii Obin
HEUMOBEPHO paJi MOSBICHUIO JApYyra, KOTOPBIA CHac €ro OT TOro 6e3ymMus, 4YTo MPOUCXOIUIIO C HUM.
BmecTe ¢ HUM ObUIa U «TTaHAa».

— MbI MO)keM exarb JoMOW. ToNbKO CHauana OTBE3€M ITUX IPEKPACHBIX JIEAU 110 JOMAM, —
Aptyp yka3zan u Ha Benepy. Kaxercs, Takoe oOpaiieHre €€ HEeMHOTO CMYTHIIO.

— Xopouo, — JHUIIb KPaTKO OTBETUJ OH, OCTAHOBUB CBOW B3NS €IIE pa3 Ha JeBylke. OHa
MOAOIUIA K CBOEHM MOAPYre M OTBEJIa HEMHOro B CTOPOHY. OHM O 4YEM-TO WIENTAIUCh, IO
BBIPQKEHHUIO WX JHI] ObUIO sicHO, yTo BeHepa Oblna 371a, KOTrJa «IMaHAa» MoOJda BBICITYIIMBAJA
HOTAllUU Y KWBaJjla TOJIOBOM B OTBET.

— Kaxk T1ebe ona? — ApTyp NHyA CBOero Apyra JIOKTeM B O0K. OT HEro yxacHO HECIO
neperapoM. JlemeBplid aJIKOr0JIb BIEPEMEIIKY U CUTAPETAMU — HE CaMOE JIYUILEE COUETAHHUE.

— HopmanbHO, — OH MOTYIIMJI CUTAPETY U BRIOPOCHUI €€ B PAKOBUHY.

— A xak tebe e€ moapyxka? E€ 3oByr Benepa. OHa TeOe uaeanbHO MOIXOAUT, — ApPTYp
CMESJICS, IPU 3TOM H3/1aBasi CTPAHHBIC 3BYKH, ITOXOKHUE HA XPIOKAHBE.

— ThI IbSIH, — Kparko OTBETWJI MeEpKypui M CHOBa YCTPEMWJI CBOMW B3INIsI[ HA JIEBYIIKY B
JUTMHHOM 100Ke. EMy ObUIO CII0KHO OTBECTH OT He€ B3IJIA, M TAKOE C HUM BIIEpBEIC.

— MoxeM exarb, — C YIBIOKON Ha Juile coolOumuia «maHga». Jlumo Benepsl ocraBaock
kamMeHHbIM. Kpaenku e€ ryo Obutd OnyIleHbl BHU3.

Korjma oHUM BBIIUIM Ha YIUIY, XOJIOA YIApWI MO HUM. APTYp Cpasy ke OOHsJI CBOIO HOBYIO
NOJPYXKKY, corpeBast €. A MepKypuil JTulllb HaTAHYJ pyKaBa CBO€H KO(THI M KpaeM Iiia3a CMOTpE
3a neBymko. OHa cII0Kuiia pyKu, HO 3TO BPSJ JIM CITacao OT XOJIO0Ja.

Jomen k mammee, Berepa cpa3sy ke 3aHsia epeIHee MECTO, PAIOM C BOJUTEIEM.

— 51 0OBsicHIO, KyJ1a HY)KHO €XaTh, — IMOSCHUJIA OHA, XOTSA HUKTO U HE CIIPAIABAIL.

[TonoBuna mnepBoro. B manmine yerBepo. Bpems Bo3Bpam@arbcs J1O0MOH. ApPTyp BCE BpeEMs
0onTan ¢ «maHaoNy», youBasi TUIIMHY, 00pa30BaBIIylOCs B cajioHe. BeHepa Kaxkaplil pa3 roBopuiia,
IJie HY’)KHO OBLJIO ITOBOPA4YMBaTh, a TJI€ MPOJA0JKATh €XaTh MPSMO.

Mepkypuii nponosikan HaOonaThk 3a Hell. IHorna oH pa3penian cebe He HAMHOTO OTBJIEYbCH,
4yTOOBI B3IVISTHYTh Ha JIEBYIIKY e1¢ pa3. [lapeHs ycmen 3a 3To BpeMs 3aMeTUTh, UTO Y HEE KpacUBbIC
rojyosie miaza. E€ pyku oT mpenmnieubs M 10 3aIsiCThid ObUTM YKPBITHI KPACHBIMU HAIyXIIIMMHU
MOJIOCKaMHU. ITO ObUIU HIpaMbl, a TEIEPh IPOCTO HECMBIBAEMBIE CJIEIbI IPEKHEN KUHMU.

— OcraHOBHM 3/1€Ch, — CKa3aJjla, HaKOHell, BeHepa, Koraa OHU MOAbEXalu K €€ JoMY.

— Jliocu, HaMm mopa, — oOparuiiach OHa K CBOEH MOApyre, KoTopas Hadajla paccKa3bIBaTb
OUYEPENIHYIO «CMENIHYIO UCTOPHIO» APTYpY.
— Jle#ictBuTenbHO. MBI Tak OBICTpO MpHeXaidu, — JEBYyIIKa TPOMKO 3acMmesuiach. C Hel

3acMesUICs TOJIbKO APTYp, U TO JUIIb U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH OBLIT MbSH.



— QGratias tibi*, - npousHecna Benepa, oOpamasice k Mepkypuro. OH He TOHSI HAYETO, HC
ciabast ynpiOKa OsSIBUIIACh Ha €To JIUIIE.

OtBe3st Aptypa noMoi, Mepkypuil Toxe BepHyIcs. OH OBICTPO TpOZAENal BCIO ONEpaILHIO B
oOparHoM nopsjke. [1010XKu KIII0YM OT MAllMHbBI B OTIIOBCKUI KaOUHET, 3aTe€M 3aKpbUl KAOMHET U
BEPHYJ KJIIOUU OT HETO Ha MECTO.

3aKkphIBIIMCh B CBOEW KOMHAare, MapeHb Cpasy K€ Halled CBOM TalneTku W Bbiuia. OH He
JOJKEH IyMarh O Hel, He pomkeH. Ho ato He cpabortano. YyBcTBa yTUXIM, HCHIAPUIUCH, UCUE3IIH,
HO MBICJIA OCTaJIUCh.

* ¢ mateiHU "Crnacu6o"

I'naBa 4. Look at me

Y1po. Camas mnpekpacHas 4YacThb BBIXOZHOTO JAHS. BeHepa He choemmiia mpoChIIaThCs.
Heckonbko MHHYT OHAa MPOCTO HEKHWJIACH B JIydax COJIHIIA, KOTOPbIE MPOHUKAIU B €€ KOMHAry
yepe3 00JIbIIoe OKHO U MbITATUCh pa3OynuTh. Her, oHa He mpocHeTcs BCE paBHO, 0 T€X MOp, MOKa
€l TOTO He 3aXoueTcs.

Benepa j1eHMBO MOIHSIACH C KPOBAaTH, KOLJA TEJIO YK€ 3aTeKJI0. ABTOMAaruuyecKd OHa cpasy
Ke B3sJ1a OHY TaOJETKY, MMOJOKHUIIA Ha S3bIK U 3amuia Bomod. be3 aToro Hukyga. 3areM JeByllKa
J0CTaJIa CBOM CUTapeThl U MOAOXKIVIAa OHY. Buepa Beuepom 3TOT MapeHb Ha BEUEPUHKE HE A €
MOKYpUTh. Y HEE ene ¢ Houn ObUIa HEXBAaTKa Tabaka B OpraHu3MeE.

Ha ynuie yxe ropasgo Teruiee, yem Obuto Buepa. Mnm, MoxkeT, Tak TOJBKO BCE BBIVISIUT.
OObyHO BUJ M3 OKHA Tak oOMaHuuB. CoJIHIIE CBETUT TaK SpKo, HO He rpeeT. Ho, TeM He MmeHee,
XOTs ObI HE OBLIO CHEra. ITO yXKe ObUIO K JIYJIIeMY.

N3 xopumopa mociblmancs rpoxXoT. byaTro cHoBa ymana mojika, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE MOXKET
noYMHHUTH. Korma-To oHa, HaBepHsIKa, yaJieT KOMY-TO Ha rOJIOBY, €CJIA 3TOr0 HE CIYYHUIIOCHh 0 CUX
nop.

Benepa notymmia oKypoK U BbIIILIA B KOPUJOP, YUTOOBI BCTPETUTH J[>KEilH.

— ThI Tak paHO BepHYNIACh C paOOTHI? — OHA CTOsJIA HA OPOre, CIOKUB PYKH.

— VYke Tpu yaca HsS. JTO Thl TaK JIOJNTO CIHIIb, — C HEKHUM YIPEKOM cKazana J[»keilH, HO
BCE K€ €€ IroJI0C 3By4ajl KaK BCeraa MArko.

— Bc€ paBHO, Thl paHO, — mnoaMeTuia BeHepa u, pa3BepHYBUIMCH, MOIUIAa HAa KyxHIO. B
KUBOTE HEMPUATHO OypUaIo.

— IlotoMy 4TO MeHs oTmycTuiaM mnopaHbiie. VI MeHs moBbicMIM! — BCKpPUKHYIIA OHA,
HEYKJIIOKE 3a1araB BCJIE] 3a IEBYIIKOW HA KYXHIO.

— Ilo3ppaBnsito, — 0e3 nro0ObIX 3Monuid cka3ana Benepa. OHa paxe He mnbITanack

mo06e3HndaTh ¢ J[KeiH. X0Ts HHOTAa ATOT X0J101 €€ paHuj, HO BCE K€ OHA CBBIKJIACH C OTHUM.

— IlosToMy cobupaiics, 1 Mbl HIEM B PECTOPAH MPa3THOBATH ATO.

— C xakux 910 nop Crapbakc cran pecTopaHoM? — CIpOCHUa ACBYIIKA, OTKYChIBas sI0JIOKO.

— Ha 3ToT pa3 Mbl NOKWAEM B HACTOSIILMKA PECTOPAH, — CTPOTMM I'OJIOCOM CKazana J[»KerH, HO
OH BCE eIl He 3ByYaJl IOCTaTOUYHO CephE3HO0. — Mau oneBatics, ObICTpeEH.

Benepa nuimib noxasna rjiedyaMu U ynaJiljiach B CBOI0O KOMHATy, 4TOObI IiepeoaeThes. JleByka
Hajiesla Y€pHbIC JKUHCHI CKMHHHM W CEpbId TOI, MOBEPX KOTOpPOro Hajena pyodamky. Korma ona
BBIIUIA M3 KOMHAThI, €l MPUIUIOCh €m€é HeMHOro xaarb [[xkeiH. Bcé kak Bcerma. OHa Bcerma
MoToparuiMBacT Benepy, koraa cama 0J1eBaeTCs €/1Ba JIM HE oJiJaca.

— S TakcHm yxe BbI3BaJIa, TAK YTO IMOWIEM BHU3, — CKa3aja >KCHIWHA, MOMPaBISAS CBOU
BoJIoChl. C TEepBO#l MX BCTpeUHu €€ MpHUYECKa BBINISLAEIA TeNEPb 3HAYUTEIBHO JIydlle. Tenepp 3To
OBLTM POCKOIIHBIE JIOKOHBI, KOTOPhIE HEOPEKHO CIajaid Ha e€ IjIeyd. DTO BBIIIAIEIO Tropasiio



KpacHUBEW, 4eM paHblle. PpDKEBaThII OTTEHOK TAPMOHUYHO COYETAJICA C 3€JIIEHBIM OTTEHKOM €€
TJ1a3.

B Takcu onu exanum monua. Benepa cmorpena B okHO. IlokychiBasgs HHXHIOIO T'yOy, OHa
BCIIOMUHAJIA BYEPANIHIOK HOYb. TOT MapeHb ¢ BEYEPUHKH, OH TAaK CTPAHHO CMOTpPEN Ha HEE.
JIeByIlIKa TOCTOSHHO OTBOAMJIA B3NS MJIM ITPOCTO HAPOYHO CMOTPEJIA B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, TOJIBKO
Obl HE BCTPETUTHCS B3MNISIIOM C HUM. DTO ObUIO TaK HEJOBKO M HEYyAOOHO. UTO-TO JOJIKHO OBLIO
OBITH HE TaK C HEH, eci OH cMOTpel Tak. MoxeT, 3To Bc€ u3-3a crpanHoro umenu? Ho Benepe
BCETa HPAaBWIOCH €€ uMs. OHO BBIIEISUIO €€ Cpeau APYrux MO Hadady. A 3aTeM OHa caMa 3arsaia
ce0st B paMKH CTaHAapTOB, IEPECTaB BOJIHOBATHCS O YEM-JIH0O0.

— Mps1 ugem B «Charlene»? — ¢ HeKUM yAMBICHUEM CIPOCUJIA JECBYIIKA, KOTIAa OHU BBIIUTA
U3 TAKCU U CTOSIIM IIEpe]l OMHUM U3 CaMbIX JOPOTruX pectopaHoB Jlonaona. — Iloromy 4ro, eciu
yt0, CTapOakc B KBapTajie OTCIO/Ia.

— Her, mb1 uiem umenHo crona, — JIkeitH B3suta BeHepy 3a pyky u moBesa 3a coboii, OyaTo
MAJIEHBKYIO.

bonpume Tskenble OBEpH, HaBEpHSKA, U3 KPACHOTO JEpeBa WM JIPYroro Jr00ro 10pororo
Marepuana, BuTpax Tuddanm ykpaman ux. MyKurnHa MNOKHIIBIX JIET OTKPbUI JBEPU NEpe] HUMH.
OHU IpoIUIH, HO Jablle ObUIH €IE OJHU.

— BbI 3aka3biBaiiv CTONUK? — crpocui OH. JleByllka 3amisiHylla 4Yepe3 NPUOTKPBITHIE IBEPH,
BECh 3aJ1 ObUI 3aMoJIHEeH JIoAbMU. Tuxas oHOBass My3blka JIOXOIWJIa W cilofa. Takas mpusTHas,
Jgerkas. JTo CKpuIika. ApoMar CBEKEUCIIEUEHHOTO xjieba JOHOCHIICS OTTYIa, a TaKXKe 3alledyeHHOe
MSICO WJIU pbIOa, N3BICKAaHHBIE 1€CEePThI, 3aKYCKH. JKeny10K BHOBb HEJJOBOJILHO 3a0ypyall.

— Ja. Cronuk nox HOMEpPOM YeThIpHAAATh, — CKaszana J[»eiH. Myx4uruHa npoBEeprJl CBOU
JaHHbIE. 3a ero HeOOIBIIMM CTOJIMKOM OblIa 3JIEKTPOHHAS YCTAHOBKA, II€ ObUIM M300pakeH MaKeT
3aJ1a pecTopaHa.

— M5, — CTPOrUM roj0coM MPOU3HEC MYKUMHA, XOTSA CKOPEE 3TO Y HETO BBIILIO CIYy4anHO.

— JIxelin Pein.

— Ilpoxomute B 3aj, MOXalyiicTa, — €ro rojioc 3By4an Msrde. OH OTKpBUI NEpe] HUMH
Apyrue ABEpU U TENepb TO, YTO CHavyaia ObLJI0 MUMOJIETHO YIOBJIEHHBIMU MOMEHTaMHM, TO ceiiyac
ATO BCE MpecTalio Mepea HUMHU BO BCEX Kpackax. Apomarbl ObUIM TaKUMHU PE3KUMHU, HO TAKUMU
npuATHbIMU. Y BeHepbl MOSABUIIOCH UYBCTBO, OyATO OHU pa3beAaroT €€ »kenydok. Eme HemHoro, u
OH ChECT caM ce0si. My3blka TOHKOW CTpyell JIuiack 1o BCEMY 3aily, co3AaBasi YyBCTBO KOMQopTa U
ACTETUYHOCTH. DTO BCE ke Obula ckpurka. Ha HeOonbpIioM mNoabeMe B KOHIIE 3ajibl CUJEA
JIEBYIIIKA U UTPAJIa HAa CKpUNKe. EIE TaM CTOSIT pOsijib, HO CETOHS OH OTJIBIXAJL.

Becy 3anm mpocto cBepkan. 305I0Thle CTEHBI ObUTM OOpaMJ€Hbl KPAaCHUBBIMH KapTHHAMHU
MOJIOJIBIX Xy[IO’KHUKOB. boJibias nrocTpa nocepeauHe 3aia Toxke oTaaBana OieckoM. M BcE ke Hax
KaX/IbIM CTOJIMKOM BHCENU €€ MajeHbkue Konuu. CTONMKHU 3/1ech ObUTH KBaApaTHbIMU. W TONBKO
HECKOJIbKO, TE€X, 4YTO ONMKe K MYy3blKe, ObUIM MNPSAMOYTOJIbHBIMH. 3a HHUMHU CHUJICIH LeJIble
KOMITAaHUM JIIOJIEH, KOTOPhIE YTO-TO KHUBO OOCyxaanmu. OQUIIMaHTBI yMENIO MOMHOCHIM OJroja,
NPOIUIBIBAS CPEAU OOIBIIOTO KOJIMYECTBA CTOJIHKOB.

Cronuk Benepsl u J[>keiiH HaxoquiICs HA TPAaHU MEXIY OOJIBIIMMH CTOJIAMU U MaJICHbKHUMHM.
Jlns HUX yKe ObUI HakKpbIT CTOJMK Ha JBOMX. Kak TONBKO OHHM TMPHUCENH, TO K HUM Cpa3y ke
npuseten opunuadnT. OH OyaTo OBl MOSBUIICS U3 HUOTKYAA. OCTaBUB MEHIO, MAPEHb yIaIHIICS.

— Ckaxu, HacKoJbKO TeOs moBbicuin? — crnpocusia Benepa. Llensl 31ech ObUlM O4Y€HB
BBICOKMMH. ['11a3a 000uX cpa3y *e OKPYIHINChH, CTOMJIO UM JIUIIb OTKPBITH MEHIO.

— Joctarouyno, yToObl OMJIATUTh CETOMHSAIIHUMN Y>KUH. 3aKa3biBaid, YTO XOUelllb, — OTBETHJIA



JI>KEWH MOCIe HECKOJIBKUX CEKYH/I IIOKA.

— Mar1 Bcé em€ moxkem moitu B Crapbakc, — Benepa B3misiHyna Ha TETIO, HO Ta ObL1a
pPELIUTENBHO HACTPOCHA.

Korma onu onpegenuiuck ¢ BeiOOpoM, To [[keitH mo3Bana opunmnanta. CrenaB cBoi 3akas,
OHM CHOBa Moyyaiii. BeHepa cHOBa Havasia paccMaTpuBaTh pectopad. OHa oOpaTuia BHUMaHUE Ha
OoJpIIIME KOMIIAHMU 3@ CTOJaMM, HMX ObUIO cerogHa JnBe. OOUH CTOJ NYCTOBaJ, HO ObLI
3a0poHupoBaH. OpHa KOMIIaHUs ObUIa JOBOJIBHO IIIYMHOW, a apyras — HaoOopoT. IloaTomy
BHUMAaHUE JICBYIIKM W MpUBIEKIa Jpyras komnanus. OHa Ciblliajia, KaK CTy4daT CTOJIOBbIE
puOOPBIL, YAAPSAACH O TAPEIIKY, HO HE CJIbIIIAJIA UX I'OJOCOB.

OHa He MoIVIa OTBECTH OT HUX B3NIsiAa. OHUM Ka3aauch TAKUMU OTUYKJICHHBIMU JIPYT K JPYTY.
Benepa npucranbHO cMOTpena, paccMarpuBas Kaxaoro. 37ech ObLII0 HECKOJIbKO cemelt. Pomurenu,
UX JIETH U €€ UX JeTU. BIpyr KTO-TO cKas3ad CJIOBO U JIMIIb MOCJE TOTO MEXKIAY HUMH 3aBS3aJICS
pasroBop. Benepa He ycmena 3amMeTuTh, KTO Hadan 3To. CiioBa ObUIM CIOBHO MSAYMKH, a OHA
HaOIr01a1a 3a UTpor B BOJIEHOOI, TJI€ 3TU MSYMKHA OpOocalld U3 PYK B PYKH.

Korna ona 3amyranacek u ycrana oT 3TOro, TO 00paruia BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO B 3TOW Oecene
HE MPUHUMAJ Y4acTHs TOJIBKO OJMH 4eiaoBeK. OH cujen B yIily, U JIEBYIIKAa HE MOIJIa HOCMOTPETh
Ha HEro, MOTOMY 4YTO CIIMHA HEKOT0 MYXXUYMHBI, KOTOPBIA MOKAa YTO CKa3zaJl IMOCIEIHEE CIIOBO,
IEepEeKpbIBAIIA €U BCE.

— Bam 3aka3, — nepen ket u BeHepol noCcTaBuiy Tapeiaku ¢ BKYCHOCTSIMMU.

— IIpusiTHOrO anmneTuTa, — CKa3zajia )KEHIUHA, TPEXK/IE YEM OHU NPUCTYIUIIN K €]IE.

— Cnacu0o, — oTBeTHUJIa ACBYIIKA.

— JIkeliH, modyemy Thl Bc€ emg oiHa? — crnpocuiia Benepa, Oynro HeB3HaYal.

— He 3nHa10. Panbie y MeHs1 ObUIO HECKOJIBKO MapHEeW, HO TaK CIYYHJIOCh, UTO OHU OBLIU HE
TEMHU JIIO/IbMU.

— He temu? A xaxk pa3iu4uTh TOT YEJIOBEK WJIM HET? — CHpOCHUJAa ACBYIIKA, MPOAOKas
HaOIromaTh 3a 3ToW kommnanued. BHesanmHo cioyumnack mepectanoBka. OHa JEByIKa B3sia Ha
pykH peOEHKa, a TOT, KTO CHJIEN B YIJIy NOABUHYJICS. BeHepa cpasy ke y3Hana ero. 91o OblI HapeHb
¢ BeuepuHku. OHM Cpa3y e BCTPETUIIUCH I1a3aMu, U KaXK/Ibli ObUT YIUBIIEH 3TOU BCTpEUe.

— DM, Thl MEH4 cllylaenb? — J[KeiH OTBIICKIIA €€.

— O, ga. IIpocTu, 1 HEMHOrO OTBIIEKJIACh, — JIEBYIIKA Cpa3y K€ ONYyCTUJA IIa3a BHU3 U
Hayalia KOBBIPITH BUJIKOU €1y.

— K uemy Tb1 3TO cripanmBaenis?

— IIpocro... IIpocto, s mogymana, uro Tel U lllon — Hermioxas napa. Bel HEe Taknue yx u
CTapbie ¥ MOTJIM ObI CXOJIUTh Ha CBUJAHKE BMECTE, — OHa BCE el¢ 0osu1ach MOJHUMATH IJ1a3a.

— Ja, Bo3amoxkHO, HO... UépT, s naxke He aymMasa 006 3ToM, — Ha Iekax J[)KeiH BCIBIXHY
PYMSIHEII.

— V¥ Tebs Oymer Bpems MoayMarh, IpexJe YeM OH TeOsl MpUIIacCUT Ha cBUjaHue. Tebe ke
HpaBATCSI POMAIIKH, WU 5 ero obmanylna? — BeHepa ocMmenunachk nogHATh miaza. OH CHOBa
rJIa3esl Ha HeE, MpsMO KakK BYeEpa.

— Ilomoxu, OH cKa3ay Te0e 0 TOM, UTO XOUeT IPUTTIACUTh MEHS Ha CBUJAaHUE?

— Ma, HO s Tebe 00 3TOM HE TroBOopwJia. A Temeph MPOCTU, MHE HY)KHO BBIATH, — OHA
BbIJIaBUJIAa U3 Ce0s YIBIOKY U BBINDIA U3-3a CTOJIUKA.

Kak ToipKo AeByIlKa BhIIIUIA HA YIIUILY, XOJOIHBIN BeTEP yaapui €€ mno auiy. OHa HETOBOJIBHO
MOMOpIIAIIAChk. XOJIO/ MPOH3aJl BCE €€ TeNo, 3ajie3ast oI caMyro KoxKy. Benen 3a Hell 1Bepy BHOBb
3aCKpHUIIETH.



— IlpuBeT, — HETOBKO Mpou3HeC napeHb. — He oxkugan Teds 371eCh YBUICTD.

— S 1ebs Toxke, — momyTHO Benepa yxke moctana curapety u 3axmia e€. Ternepb HEMHOTO
TEeIuIee.

— Jla, g 31ech co CBOEM CEMbEN, — OH CYHYJ PYKHM B KapMaHbl U MOKAYMBAJICS C HOTH HA
HOTY.

— Kpyro, — cyxo npou3sHeca oHa.

— A TBI 31€Ch CO CBOEH MaMOW?

— Her, 310 Bcero nummb JlkeitH. Mbl oTMeuaeM €€ MOBBIIICHUE U OO0CYXKJaeM €€ JTUYHYIC
XKW3Hb, — BeHepa chenana 3aTshKKy, a 3areM BBITYCTWJIA KOJIbIIA JIbIMA W30 pTa, KOTOPBIE
PacCTBOPUIIUCH B BO3/IyXE.

— A 4TO HacyeT TBOE?

— Yero? — oHa B3IsIHYJIA Ha Hero. Mapk MoAHsUI mia3a K HeOy, eMy OyITo ObLIO CIIOKHO
rOBOPUTH C Hel. ByTo kaxkoe ci1oBo u3 cedst eMy IPUXOANIOCH BHITACKMBATDH KIICIIAMMU.

— He BaxHo. Jlydie mocMoTpH, Kak IPEKPACHBI 3BE3/IbI.

Benepa nogusna ma3a k HeOy. DTU 3Be3/1bl OJI€CTeN TyYllle TEX JOPOTUX JIFOCTP B pECTOPaHE.
Ho emy ka3anocs, 4To €€ mia3a CBETWIIUCh B 3TOT MOMEHT elE sApue. Ha nuue neBylky mosiBuiiach
yibIOKa. Torza oH JIETKO KOCHYJICS CBoel pykoi e€. Bcé em€ xono.

— 4 Bepnych. Jlo BcTpeunm, — cka3an mapeHb W yien. OHa ocrtanack ogHa. Curapers
goropana. M nmuimmb korja e€ maiblibl Hayauo HeMpUsITHO xkE€ub, BeHepa BriOpocuiia eé.

— IlpekpacHo, — B mojirosioca ckazaja oHa U notyxia. Mcuesna yiapiOka, ucyesna UCKpa B
ma3ax. B cepaue konpHYMo. 3T0 ObUIO Tak pe3ko, yTo BeHepa Tuxo aifikHyna ot 6osu. 9To ObLIO
BIiepBbie. CepbE3HBIX MPOOIIEM CO 3I0pOBbEM Y HEE HUKOTIAa He ObL10. Hy>kHO Opocath KypuUTb.

BepnyBumichk B 3aj1, 0Ha cpa3y e B3IIsiHylIa Ha Mapka. Tenepb OH ObUT HEMHOTO Pa3rOBOPUYUB
Y TOKE Y4aCTBOBAJI B KAKOM-TO OOCYXIEHUH.

— Benepa, mouemy Obl TeOe ¢ KeM-TO He MO3HAKOMUThCA? Thl Mojomas W KpacuBasi, HE
yCHeellb OTVISIHYThCS, KaK TOAbI IIPOUAYT H. ..

— U s crany Takoi ke, KaK U Thl? — crpocuiia aeBymka. OHa He xoTesa oouaeTs [[xeitH, Ho
BCE ke €Ml 3To ynasnoch. — JlamgHo, mpocTu. A npocto myay. A mymaro, 4To MPOCTO HE XOUY 3TOTO.
Nnu ve rotosa. A He 3Hato. [IpocTo s X04y HaTH, KaK Thl TaM T'OBOPHILb, TOTO CaMOTO.

Ona nmocmoTtpena emg pa3 Ha Mapka. M ux B3mIsiApl CHOBAa BCTPETHIMCh. BeHepa nocrana u:
CYMOUKH IY3bIPEK C TAOJIETKAMU.

— Ego sum defessus*.

* S] TakoM, KaK €CTb.

I'naBa 5. See me again

— Muctep AHznepcoH, Bl yxke caenanu Bce 3agaHus?

Mepkypuii U HE 3aMETWJ, YTO 3aKOHYMB BCE 3aJaHUS, OH HEMHOIO 3aayMajcs M IIEIKaI
pY4YKOHM, Hapymas HAcalbHYyI0 THIIMHY B Kilacce. OH cpa3y ke omisHylcs. Bce mpomommkanu
MHUCaTh.

— Ma, a1 mory caarb cBoro padory? — copocun mnapesb. Ilpodeccop crporum B3MISIOM
OCMOTpEJI €ro, HO BCE K€ pa3pelmil 3TO cAesiatb. MepKypuil, caaB padoTy, MOKUHY ayIUTOPHIO.
Oxa3zaBIKCH 32 €€ IpaHsIMU, OH C OOJIErYEHHEM BBIIOXHYII.

Mepkypuit mHOro ayman. M1 He o ToM, 0 yeM eMy cienoBaio Obl. Benepa. OHa Takas
KpacuBas. XOTs OH BOBCE HUUETO HE UYBCTBYET, MPOJOJIKAET MUTH TaOJIETKH, KOTJa MBICIH O HEH
BO3HHMKAIOT B I0OJIOBE, HO 3TO HE MoMoraeT. MpICIi 0 Hel — 3TO BUXPb, 3TO Oyps, MPOHOCSIIASACS B
rOJIOBE, YTO HE MO3BOJISIET EMY COMKHYTh TJ1a3a XOTs Obl HA MUT M IOJAYyMaTh O YEM-TO JPYTOM.



3BOHOK TenedoHa MPOo3BydYaj BMECTE CO 3BOHKOM. Mepkypuii goctan TenedoH. 1o ApTyp.

— S yxe &Iy B CTOJIOBKE B TBOEM YyHUBepe. S 3aHsI CTOJWK, TaK 4TO JlaBail ObIcTpee, —
CKa3all mapeHb, CTapasch MePeKpuYaTh TOT T'yJ, YTO OOBIYHO OBLI B CTOJIOBOA.

— Xopormo. Ceitgac Oynmy.

Mepkypuil oTkirouns TenegoH W mnocrnenmi. Jlroged moka 4ro B KOpUJOpEe OBLIO Majo,
cBOOOAHOE nBHKeHHEe. HUKTO He ToJikaeTcs M He KpUUUT. TOJIBKO BCE U3MEHUTCS YXKe 4Yepe3
CEKYyH/y.

Mepkypuil Bcerja cunTal, 4TO B YHUBEPCUTETE BCE OyleT, Kak B mKojie. Bcé Tuxo, Bce Mulb
MIEMTYyTCS MEXKIY COOOW, BCE TOJBKO W 3aHSATHI T€M, YTOOBI MPUAYMarh YTO-TO TaKOE€, YTOOBI
BBIICNINTHCS cpeau apyrux. Ho, TeM He MeHee, HMEHHO MO3TOMY BCE€ YYEHUKHU B IIKOJIE U ObLIN
CXOXH.

Cnyckasice BHU3, Mepkypuil oOpaiiall BHMMaHWE Ha JEBYIIEK, 4YTO MPOXOAWJIM MHUMO.
OO6byHO, eMy ObUIO a0CONIOTHO BCE paBHO, HO celyac OH NBITAICS CPaBHUThb. BpIOHETKH,
OJIOHIUHKH, IIATEHKHU, Y OJHOM JEBYIIKH ObUIM JakKe PO30BbIE BOJOCHL OHU CMESIUCh, TPOMKO
oOCyXJaJI 4TO-TO, U CHOBa cMmesuch. Het, 3To Bc€ He To. OHa He Takas. Mepkypuil CHOBa
npencrasun Benepy. Her, oHa He OyneT TpOMKO CMESIThCS, a TTOI0KMET T'yObl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO,
OMYCTHUT T1a3a B MOJI U OyJIeT MoJiYaTh. A €Clii U YIBIOHETCS, TO TOJBKO JIMIIb, Koraa Mepkypuii
cKkaxkeT el uTo-To. Kak Buepa. OHa mocMoTpena Ha 3Be3/bl U YIBIOHYIACh. A 3TO BBI3BAJIO U HA €ro
JIUIIE YIBIOKY.

— Bwmky, Tl Hauan 3anaapiBaeTcs Ha JAeByllek. Jla, y Bac 31€Ch €CTh HECKOJIBKO
XOPOILIEHbKUX, — APTYp cpa3y ke Hayal sS3BUTh. [la, 3To ObUIO ero 00bIMHOE MPUBETCTBUE.

— HamomMHu, moueMy mMbl ¢ TOOOHU JI0 CUX MOP JPYKUM?

— Hagepnoe, nmotoMy 4T0... — THapeHb BbIICP>KUBAJ Tay3y U BHIOMBAJ MaJIbI[aMH IO CTOJY
OapabaHHyO JIpoXb. Mepkypuil NpUNONHSUT OAHY OpOBb B OTBET, IOKa3biBas, OyATO €My
aOCOJIIOTHO BCE PaBHO, XOTS €My CTAJI0 U TpaBla MHTEPECHO TO, YTO XOTEN €My paccKaszarb €ro
APYT.

— BoTt u s He Mory Ha3BaTh TeOe OTBET HA 3TOT BOMPOC, — MepKypuil OTHSJICSA C MECTa U
XOTelN YUTH U 3TO cpabotano. OOBIMHO OH Jesall 3TO, Koraa ApTyp He CIEIMJI eMYy PacCKa3bIBaTh
YTO-JIMOO U 3aTSTUBAI 3TO.

— S poroBopuiicst ¢ Jltocu u ceromHs y TeOs u y €€ MOIpPYXKKU Oyner cBuiaHue! —
BBIKPUKHYI APTYp U Cpa3y K€ 3aKpbUl POT pyKaMmu. J[€BYyIIKH, 4TO CUJICJIH 32 COCEIHUM CTOJIOM,
3aXUXUKAIIH.

— Yrto? — Mepkypuii ynan Ha ctyn. — Kakoro uépra? Pa3se g npocui 1e0st 00 3ToM?

[TapeHp mo4yBCTBOBAJI, OYITO €r0 KOJBHYIO B 00JaCTU cepiia. DTo Bpsi Ju ObUIO M3-3a €ro
BHYTPEHHETO BOJIHEHUS, a TPOCTO Pusndeckas 00yb. Ero 1uiio HEeMHOTo M3MEHUIIOCH.

— IlpocTu, s gyman, uro oHa Tebe moHpaBmiack. Eciii xo4ens, st MOTY BCE OTMEHUTb.

— MoxH0? — MepKypuil ykazaa Ha CTaKaH C COKOM, YTO CTOSJI Ha MOAHOCE €ro apyra. Tot
YTBEPAUTEILHO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM B OTBET. Toraa mapeHb JOCTall CBOU TaOJIETKU U BBIMUJ OJIHY.

— Mapk, 3TO nepBas J€ByIlKa, Ha KOTOPYIO Thl BOOOIEe 00parusl BHUMaHue. U 3Haenb, He s
OJWH 3aMETHJI, KaK Thl CMOTpEJ Ha He€ B ManmHe. M moToM Banm nMeHa. .. [lonumaenns? 3To Belb
HE CIIy4aulHO!

— OM... Hy nagHo, s cxoxy.

— Bot u ornuuno. IlombiTka HE MBITKA, KaK TOBOPUTCS, TaK YTO B IIECTh s Ky TEOS E
Crapbakce, — ApTyp BCTall ¢ MecTa, XJIOMHYJ CBOET0 Jpyra Mo IJIedy U coOpaicsl yXOIUTh.

— Ionoxu, ceuaanue B CrapOakce?



— DTO €IMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Ky/1a OHA COTJIaCHJIACH ITOMTH.

Ha nune Mepkypus mosiBuiach yibioka. BriepBbie OH He YIpEeKHYI CBOEro JApyra 3a TO, 4TO
TOT HEMPaBUJIBHO MpOoU3HeC ero uMs. KaxeTcs, OH CHOBa BbIIIEN U3-110J KOHTposIsl. TabneTku yxe
HE CITaCaroT.

IIpuns momoii, Mepkypuii Ja)ke He NO3JA0pPOBAJICA C POAUTEISIMU, a Cpa3y K€ HalpaBUJICS B
CBOIO KOMHary, e 1 3aKkpbuics. OTKpbIB Kad), OH HE 3HAJ, 4TO Jy4llle HaJeTh. DTO e CBUIaHHeE!
Panbiie Mepkypuit untan 00 3TOM JIUIIb B CTUXaX. DTOT BOJHUTEILHBIA MOMEHT OMUCANl HE OUH
no3T. M, mo ux creHapuro, mocie nepBoro CBUAAHUs CIyq4aeTcs Ju00 KOHEL, JIN00 3TO MEPEXOIUT
BO BTOpOE CBUJIaHHWE, TpeThe... [lepepacTaeT B 11000Bb. JI1000BE? OH Tak MHOTO 4nMTajid 00 3TOM.
HO HE 3HaJ, 4yTo 3To Takoe. He B 3Toi cembe. OH cHOBa nmogyman o Benepe. Her, Bce-Taku oH He
OyeT TakuM jKe, KaK BCS €ro ceMbs. MepKypuil ¢ camoro pokJeHuss He ObUT YacThlO CEMbBHU
AHJIEpCOH, OHH NBITATUCH €r0 U3MEHUTH, HO B €r0 AYIIE MJIaMs BCIBIXHYJIO C HOBOW CUJIOM.

— Ilpoctu, s Mory BoOHTH? — 3a ABEpbIO Mochblmaica roinoc Anbbepra. HemHorc
OTBJIEKIIMCh, MEepKypHUil OTKPBUI EMY JIBEPHU.
— Mawma npocuna mOroBOPUTH € TOOOM... — Hayald OH, HO I€pecTal TOBOPHUTH, KOTIa

3aMEeTHJ TOPY OJICKIbL, UTO €r0 OpaT BRIOPOCHI U3 MIKa(a Ha KPOBATh.
— Moskenis cpa3y yXoauTh, ceiduac s He X04y CIYIIaTh HOBbIE TPEOOBAHUS MAaMBI.
— Jla, 1 3ameTw1, 9TO ThI 3aHAT. Y TeOs cBuaanue? — AIbOEpT MpUCENT Ha KPato KPOBaTH.
— YT0-TO B 3TOM pOJIE.
— OHa yBJIeKaeTCsI HAYKOM?

— Bpsin nu.

— Kpacusas?

— HeumosepHo.

— MamMme 3TO HaBepHsAKa HE IIOHPABUTCSA, HO s BCELEJIO Ha TBOEW cTopoHe. HaneHb 3101
CBUTEP U OOBIYHBIE YEpPHBIC HKUHCHL. OOBMHO NEBYIIKAM HPABUTCS HEMPUHYKICHHOCTb, — OH

Opocuin B MepKkypusi MATKHI CBUTEP BUIIIHEBOTO OTTEHKA.

— Ortkyna tebe 3HaTh, YTO HpaBUTCS AeBykam? To ecTh, 1 HUUEero He UMero MpoTuB JIyussl,
OHAa JIOBOJIBHO MUJIas, HO...

— Ho ona Toxe aesymika, Mepkypuil. A OHU BCE OIMHAKOBBIE, TOBeph MHE. I Mame Jlynsa
IIOHPAaBWJIACh JHUIIb M3-3a TOrO, YTO NIPU 3HAKOMCTBE OHA CyMeEJa NPOU3BECTH XOPOIIEE
BrieyaryieHne. O TOM, 4TO MOS K€Ha BCETO JIMIIb YYUTEIbHHUIIA MY3bIKA, MaMa y3Hajla TOJIBKO
nocie cBaabObl. J[0 3TOro MNpHUIILIOCH BpaTh, YTO OHA CYMNEP-XUMHK, MPETEHIYIONMA Ha
HoOeneBckyro mpeMuto, — NapeHb 3acCMesICs..

— Jlymaenb, €ciid y MEHSI YTO-TO IOJYYUTCS C 3TOW JIEBYIIKOM, TO s CMOTY TaK K€ JOJIrO
BpaTh? — IMAPEHB YK€ YCIE NEPEOJETHCSI U PACUECHIBAJ BOJIOCHL.

— Jlyume Tak, — AnpOepT nmotpenan opara mno rojoe. — MM HpaBsATCs MJI0XKE MapHH.

— OM... [la, cmacu6o. Y MeHs ele ocTalioch HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, YTO OT MEHS XOTeja MmaMa?

— Her, nuuero 3nauumoro. Mau, s Bepro B TeOs. Haneroch, 4TO Thl HE ONMO30pHIIH HAIITy
dbamunuio. 3aBTpa K7y OT T€Os MOAPOOHOCTEN, — MapeHb MOJIMUTHYI U BbIIIET U3 KOMHATHI.

Mepkypuil B3ISIHYIT Ha ce0s1 B 3€pKaJio MOCIEAHUN pa3, IPExk/Ie YeM BBIATH U3 JoMa. Bosocsl
ObUTH pacTpernaHbl, YEPHBIC THKUHCHI, KOTOPhIE OH YK€ JTaBHO HE HaJeBasl, ObUIM C MOAPAHHBIMH
KOJICHSIMU U BUIIHEBOTO OTTEHKA CBUTEP, KOTOPBIM OTKPBIBAJI €0 KIIFOUYHUILIBI.

3axBaTuUB KYpPTKY, MapeHb OeCIIyMHO MOKUHYI CBOIO KOMHATY, a 3aTeéM Takxe 0e3 eIUHOro
3BYKa yIIIleJl U3 IoMa. 37€Ch JOCTaTOYHO HAPOIy, YTOOBI HE 3aMETUTh €r0 OTCYTCTBHE.

Bocnonb3oBarbesi MallMHOW pOAUTEIEH OH HE MOT, 3TO ObUI COBCEM HE TOT CiIydail, 4To



panee. B3saTh mManmHy X0Ta Obl omHOTO M3 OparbeB. Torma Hamo OymeT BO3BpAIIaThCsl B JIOM, a
OTTY/Ia Y’K€ BO BTOPOM pa3 OH TOYHO HE BeIOepeTcs. Bbxon onua — aBTOOYC.

[Tonmuaca e3npl, 1 Mepkypuil ocTaHOBUIICA Kak pa3 HanpoTuB Crapbakca. Uepe3 Oosibiioe
OKHO OH 3aMeTui Benepy, uTo cujena u rpycTHO cMOTpeJia B 9KpaH cBoero tenedona. byaro kro-
TO JIOJDKEH ObLI €M HamucaTh UK MO3BOHUTH, HO ATOTO HE JIeJIall.

ApoMarHbBIi 3amax CBEXKe3aBapeHHOro Kode cpasy >Ke BIWJICA B €ro JIeTKUe, OCTaBIIsSIsl TaM
JIETKYIO0 JBIMKY TOCJEBKycHsl. DTO ObUla cMech Kode, BaHWIM U Jaxe Kapamenu. Tak clajko.
Caxap, OyATO 0CaioK, OCTAEeTCS Ha JETKHUX.

CreHbl 371eCh 3€JICHBIC B Oeyr0 MONOCKy. Huszkue cTtonmmku u MsATKHe CTyabsi. B oOrmieMm, B
3aBeJICHUU JOBOJBHO-TAaKM YIOTHO. HaBepHoe, ocobasi armocdepa B 3TOM MecTe OblLia 3UMOM,
KOT/Ia TIPUCEB BO3JIE€ OOJBIIMX OKOH, KTO-YrOIHO MOT IONHUBAaTh TOPSYMIl HAMUTOK, COTPEBAsChH
XOJIOJIHBIMH BE€YEPAMH.

— IIpocTu, 1 HEMHOTO OMO3/4aJ1, — OH CEJI 3a CTOJIMK HanpoTuB Beneprl. OHa oTopBaia CBOil
B3TJIA]T OT TeJe(oHa U MOCMOTpeIia Ha HETO.

— Her, 3T0 s npuIillia HEMHOTO paHbIle, — JEBYIIKa cupsiTaia TeaegoH B kapmaH. — Ecnu
YTO 3/IECh CaMOOOCTyKMBaHUe, TaK 4To... Mau caenait 3akas.

— Jla, xopoi1o, — Ha ero Julle MOSBIJIACH HEJeTas yIbIOKa.

Mepkypuii HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT HE MOT HHUYEro cebe BhIOpaTh, TaK KaK KpaeM Ijiaza cTapajics
HaOmonark 3a JeBymkod. OHa Oosbiie He gocTaBaiia TeiaedoH. MoxkeT, Torma Benepa mpocto
CUJIeJIa U CMOTpEJIa Ha Yachl, BBDKHAAS €ro 3/1eCb. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH 3aKa3aj MPOCTO JarTe U
Ma(uH ¢ MAIIMHOBOM HAYUHKOM.

— Bai 3aka3 OyzeT roToB yepes 1eCsTh MUHYT.

BepnyBumcs, oH yxe He BUjen 3a crojioM Benepy. Heyxenu oHa Tak ObIcTpoO yiiwia?

— Oi1, caguchk. Tel uTo, HUKOrIa He Obul B CrapOakce? — JeBylKa MOSBUIIACKH, OY/ITO U3
HHUOTKYJa. — Sl 3a 3aKa30M CBOMM XOJuJIa, — IOSACHUJIA OHA.

bronnuaka mocTaBuiia Ha CTOJ OOJBINON cTakaH ¢ Kode, OT KOTOPOro Heccs 3amax Kapamean
Y IIOHYUK, MTOJINTHIA PO30BOU TJIA3YPbIO.

— YecTHO TOBOPSI, s 37I€Ch AEHCTBUTEIBHO HUKOTAA HE ObLI, — MapeHb YyBCTBOBAJ ceOs
HEMHOTO HeJIoBKO. HaBepHOE, 3TO 4yBCTBO COMPOBOKAAET KAXKJAOTO HA IEPBOM CBUJAHUE.

— DOwMM... Hy nydinie mo3/1HO, 4eM HUKOT/Ia, — OHA CHOBA YJIBIOHYIACh.

Mepkypuil 3ameTwsi, 4TO KOTJa OHa Yiablbanach, TO Ha €€ IIeKax MOSBISUIUCH SIMOYKH.
Bnepseie oH yBUzien €€ ynbIOKY IpU HOPMaJIbHOM OCBEHICHUH. Y He€ ObUIM HE UICAJIbHBIE 3YObl, HO
9TO He OpTHIIO e€ yabIOKy. OH BCE eme cunTan e€ uacaabHOM.

— Mapk AHaepcoH! — mnpo3Bydasio Ha Bech 3ajl. MepKypHuil OCTalicsl CUJIETh HA MECTE U
CMOTpeTh Ha BeHepy.

— Mapk, TBOM 3aKa3, — OHa MPUTPOHYIACH K €ro pyke. CHOBa X0JIO.

— Y10? — OH OyATO OYHYJICA.

— 51 3a0epy, — AeByIlIKa BcTana ¢ MECTa.

Ona mocraBWiia mepel HUM €ro 3aka3, U Torga MEepKypuIO CTaJIO KYTKO HEJIOBKO 3a CBOIO
HECO00Pa3UTETbHOCTb.

— S pan BCcTpeTUTh TeOsI CHOBA, — OH MBITAJICS CMEHUTH TEMY M BCE K€ HadaTh XOTs ObI C
YEero-To pasroBop.

— Jla, Hemoxo OBUIO BCTPETUTHCS, HO S HE HaMepeHa 3aJep>KUBATbCsS 371€Ch HAJOJTO.
[Tonumaenn, [[>xkeifH cerogHsi cBajinjia Ha CBUJAHUE, U Y MEHS MOSBUIIACH BO3MOKHOCTH MOOBITH
noma ofgHoM, — BeHepa BeImIsigena abCOMIOTHO pacciabiieHHOW, B oTimdyue oT Mepkypus. OHa



OyZITO BOBCE HE MEPEkKMBAJIA HA O YEM, a Bejla CE0sl HENPUHYKIEHHO.

— 3aueM TBl TOrha HOpulUia ciona? — OH MNPUNOAHSI OAHY OpoBb. IlpukocHyics x
CTaKaH4MKY ¢ Ko(pe u eBa He 00KET ceOe MaIbIIbI.

— Jlrocu. OHa oT MeHs He orcTa”eT. J[ymaro, Tak e, Kak U TBOW Jpyxkok. IIpoctu, He
ITIOMHIO €70 UMEHH, — OHA 3aJyMUYMBO HAYAJIa CTy4YaTh MAIbIAMH IO CTONTY.

— Aptyp, — npoientan Mepkypuii. OH norac. 9To CBUJIaHHE ObLJIO BOBCE HE TAKUM, KaKUM
OH €ero cede npeacTasisl. XoTs, ObUIO ObI YO HAAEITHCSA HA TO, YTO Y HETO MOXKET MOTYyYUThCS
YTO-TO TAK, KAK Y HOPMAJIbHBIX JTt01e. Het, BCEé-Taku OH AHIEPCOH.

— IIpocto norepnu meHs HeMHoOro. [IpuTBopuck, uTo 1 Tedbe HpaBItochk. [lourpaii HEMHOTC
Ha MyOJIMKY, TOTOMY YTO TIPSIMO 33 TBOEHM CIIMHOM IO/ MPUKPBITHEM» CUJISAT HAIM APY3bs, — OHA
IIPUTPOHYIACh CBOEHM JEAAHOW pykou Kk ero. IlepenaB Bech cBOM xoiion emy, Benepa emg€ pas

VIBIOHYIACh.
— IloueMy MBI IPOCTO HE MOMKEM CKa3aTb CBOMM JAPY3bsIM, YTO 3TO HaM HE HYXKHO, —
Mepkypuii mepeBen B3NS Ha OONBINYI0 dMOIEMYy 3aBEICHHS — JIUIIO JIEBYIIKH C TYCTBIMH

BOJIOCAMHU, BCE B TEX XK€ 3€JICHO-0€IbIX TOHAX.

— [loToMy 4TO COTNIACUCh, YTO OHU CIUIIKOM HABSI3UMBBIC.

Heckonbko munyt Mepkypuii konebancs. Ho Bcé ke B e€ cioBax Obuta 1075 MpaBabl, ApTyp U
npaBa ObUT HABA3UMBBIM. XOTsI, HE Oyllb Y HETO ATON YePThI XapaKkTepa, TO IPYKUIH JIU Obl OHU 10
cux nmop? Ecnu Aptyp Opascs 3a ieso, ToO JOBOJWII €ro /10 KOHIIA.

— JlangHo, HO MBI e ¢ TOOOW MOKEM MOJAPYKHUTHCS? — MapEHb MPEUIOKUI aTbTEPHATUBY.

— KoHneuHo, — oHa cenana mioToK cBoero koge u nomopimiaack. — OHU 3a0bUTH 100aBUTH
caxap.

Ero sto 3actaBuiio ynblOHyThCS. JpyxkOa — 370 em€ He KoHell. MHoraa 3To TobKO Havasio. A
IUTST HETO DTO ObLIa HaAeK1a.

— Amicitia vitam ornate, — cKa3zaja JIeBYyIIKa W YIbIOHYIach. JTO OMNPEIEIECHHO TOJBKO
Hayalo.

— UT0 3T0 3HAYUT? — €My Hayajao HPABUTCS, KaKk OHA TOBOPHJIA €My HE3HAKOMBIE (Ppas3bl.

— «JIpyx0a ykpamaer xu3uby». JlaTeib. Ha nocyre nepecmaTrpusalo.

— A s 1100JII0 CTHXHM, — THUXO MpOM3HeC MmapeHb. Jlaxe HeMHOro HeyBepeHHO. Ero cuimi
HEMHOTO YyIajiu, CETOHSMHIN Bedep ObUT OTHO3HAYHO MPOBAIBHBIM TSI HETO.
— 3ameyarenbHo. Thl MUINCHIH WM TOJBKO YUTaelh? — ené onHa ynbioka. OH coOupan

KaXIyI0 B KOP3UHY NTaMSATH.

— Yuraro. [Incare kak-TO HE MOMYyYaETCA, — YECTHO NIPU3HAJICA ITAPEHb.

— BoNBIMHCTBO TO3TOB MUIIYT O Jt0OBU. J[ymaro, Korga Thl BIIOOMIILCS B KOTO-TO, TO
CMO’KEUIb HAITUCATh YTO-TO CTOSIIEE.

— Bo3MoxkHo.

«Ecnu s xorga-HuOyb BOOOIIE y3HA0, YTO TaKOE JIFOOOBBY — MPOJIOIKUI OH B YME.

— Jlagno. MHe yxe mopa uaru, — Benepa B3nisiHyna Ha yacel. OH W HE 3aMeTHII, Kak
JIEBYIIIKA CheJa CBOM TMOHYMK M BBINUJIA BECh CBOM Ko(e, KOrja ero eia ocTajach JaXXe HE
TPOHYTOM.

— J1o BcTpeun, Mepkypuil, — OHa cJiejiajia yJapeHue Ha €ro UMEHH.

I'naBa 6. Give me a chance

Ha ynune yxxe Obuto gocrarouno Terso. CHET yKe He €N, HO BpeMsi OT BPEMEHU MOPOCHIT
noxnpb. [loroma Oblna >KyTKOM, eciau Obl OHa OblIa YesloBeKoM, TO BeHepa oueptmiia Obl e€, Kak
MEP3KYIO U KaJKYH0 OHHOBPEMEHHO. OHa HArOHsUIA JIMIIb TOCKY, OCTaBIIsIs Ha Jylle p:kaBuuHy. Ho,



CMOTpS B OKHO, JEByIIKa HE TPYCTWJA, a JHIIb 3aIyMYdBO HaOMIOaga 3a TeM, KaK Karuid
HAIIEPETOHKH CKATBIBAKOTCS BHU3.

— Bemnepa, Te0s monBe3Tu B mIKoily? — crpocuia J[»keitH, 3aiiii Ha KyXHIO, TJe cujena
JEBYIIKA.

— Pa3Be Tl HE crienmIb Ha paboTy?

— Her, s kak pa3 ycneBaro, — KEHIMHA B3IJISHYJIA HA YacChl.

— Torma xopomo. CeronHsi NOCJIEIHUI J€Hb, HAM pa3/aayT YTO-TO Bponie CepTHU(UKATOB U
Bcé. Konen, — BeHepa ynblOHynach, xoTs Ha Aylle €d ObUI0 HEMHOIrO rpycTHo. Bor eil mamyr
cepTu(duKar o TOM, YTO OHa MPOIUIa MECTUMECAYHbIE KypChl Ha MapuKMmaxepa, a 4To Jajblie?
Paboty HaiiTH HE Tak yX JIerko. boJbioe Be3eHbe, eClIU IIe-TO OTKPBUICS HOBBIM CajloH, KOTOPOMY
HY>KHBI paOOTHUKHU. BbIUB TabJIETKY, OHA 1MOJIaBUJIa YyBCTBO MATEKHOCTH.

— ThI yBepeHa, 4TO Thl HE XOU€llb 3aHATHCA YEM-TO IpyruM? Thl BCE €IIE MOXKENIb CHATh
HK3aMEHbl U MOAATh 3asBKY B JIIOOOW M3 YHMBEPCUTETOB WJIM XOTd Obl Kouiemxk, — J[[keilH He
YHUMAJIACh.

— Her, notoMy 4T0 3TO BCE HE TO, YTO MHE HYXHO. JlaBail mpekparum 3T OECCMBICICHHBIE
pPa3roBOpPHI U YK€ MOEIEM, IOTOMY UTO 51 ObI HE XOTEJNa OMa3/bIBaTh CETOAHS.

— JlagHo.

B canone aBromoOuns Obuto Tuxo. OHM Momyan. [[PKeiH BKIIOYMIA MY3BIKY, MBITASCh
pa30aBUTh HaKaJIEHHYIO OOCTAHOBKY, HO 3Ta CTpyHa HaTsArMBajach JUIIL Oonbiie. Benepa
npojoJikajia CMOTpeTb B OKHO. OHO ObUIO 3amoTEBIIMM, a BCE, YTO OBUIO 3a HUM, OBUIO
paciuibiBYaThiM. IMEHHO TaKUMU e ObUIH €€ MBICIU B 3TOT MOMEHT. CJIOBHO JJIMHHBIE HUTH, OHU
CIyTaAJIMCh MEXAY c000i1, 00pa3oBaB OOJIBIION KIIYOOK.

— S Hukorga y Te0s He cnpammBaia. [locTOSHHO OTKIIabIBasIa caMma Jyisi ce0s 3TOT BOIPOC.
Jymana, myCTb HEMHOTO 32KHUBET TOrna U crpomty. [louemy ThI moccopunack ¢ Mamon? — Benepa
BOJIMJIA MMAJbIEM TTO OKHY, BEIPHCOBBIBAasI HEMOHSATHBIEC Y30pbl. OHA BpoJie cipocuiia, HO BpoJE Obl U
JICHUCTBUTENBHO HE ObLIa 3aMHTEpecoBaHa 3TUM BompocoM. OH OyATo OBLT 3afaH JHUIIb JUIS
(hopMabHOCTH.

— S... Hy... 5l He xo4uy TOBOpPUTH 00 3TOM MPAMO ceilyac, MOTOMY YTO HE rOTOBa K ITOMY
pasroBopy, — [[’eiH cpa3y ke BBIKJIFOUMIIa MY3bIKY. E€ ronoc 3Bydail HEyBEpEHHO.

— 1 pymana, yTo Thl ObUIa TOTOBa K 3TOMY BOIIPOCY, KaK TOJIBKO 3a0pajia MEHsl, — B3IISI
JIEBYIIKY BCE €l¢ ObUT MPUKOBAH K OKHY.

— Jla, HO TBI €ro He 3a/aBalia, MOATOMY S MO3BOJMJIA ce0e HEMHOIO pacciadUThCS U HE
aymath 00 aToMm. Kctatu, mouemy Thl penmiia 3a1aTh MHE TOT BOITPOC?

— IIpocTo Tak, — BeHepa noxaia nieyamu.

— Ilpuexanu, — coobumia J[>keiH crycTst HECKOJIBKO CeKYyHI. — Y auu Teoe.

— Oto0 mocneaHuit neHb. Bceé Oymer B mopsiike, — Benepa ynmbiOHynmach eir. M xots sta
ynbIOKa Obuia GaablBoi, HO JIPKEHH XBATUIIO U 3TOT0, YTOOBI HEMHOTO YCITOKOUTHCS.

Hoxnae Bcé em€ men. Hebo He mepectaBasio miakarb. [Ipomen k 3manuto, Benepa, kak
OOBIUHO, YBEPEHHO U HE OECIOKOACHh HU O YeM, MOAHSIACh Ha BTOPOM 3Tax, e Obul ux 3ai. Yaiue
BCET0, OHA NMPUXOAWJIA paHblle BceX. EM HPaBMIIOCH HEMHOI'O OCTaBaThCs HACIWHE, IIOTOMY YTO
KOTZIa CIOJa MPUXOIWJIN APYrue ACBYLIKH, TO ¢ IPUXOAOM KaXKAOW 3/1eCh ObLIO BCE OOJIBIIE IIyMa.
Kaxxnas meiTanach nepekpudars Apyryto. Bes ata apyxk0a, 4To cyliecTBoBajia MEXAy HUMU, ObLia
JUIIb JJIs1 BAAUMOCTH. BeHepa e Oblia yBepeHa, 4To mormnaa Obl XOTs OlHA U3 HUX B Oeny, Ipyras
Obl HM 3a YTO Ha CBETE€ HE MOMONIa CBoel «moxapyre». HaBepHoe, M03TOMYy OHa OCTaBajach
OJIMHOYKOM. benoil BOpOHOM, OTIIEIBHUKOM B CTa€ C BOJIKaAMU.



— J1oOpbIil 1eHb, — cKa3aja JIeBYIlKa, KOT/a BOIIE B 3aJl, 3aMETHIIa MPUCYTCTBUE OJHON U3
yuuTenbHuIl. Mucc AHTBOPT paboTtaia B cajoHe, Te Oblia OQHOBPEMEHHO U TaBHOW. EE ObIBImit
MYK MOCJIe pa3Bojia OTAANl CaJIOH €. DTo ObUIM JIMIIL CIyXH, HO (PakT ocTaBayics (HakToOM, MHUCC
AHTBOpPT Biajiena cOOCTBEHHBIM cajioHOM. W OoHa ke yke Ha CBOM JEHbI'M OTKpbUIA KYPChI, III€
KaXJblid TOMl MPOBOJWIMCH 3aHSTHS, IJIe a0COTIOTHO KaXKIbli MOT HAYYUTHCS MPABUIBHO CTPHUYD,
KPacHUTh, 3aIIETaTh U MIpOYEE.

— BeHnepa? — xeHuWHa noxaHsuia rojoBy. OHa JHcTana Kakoh-TO KypHaJ TOJbKO Obl yOUTH
Bpems. — S pana, 4To ThI MPUIIUIA HEMHOTO PAaHBIIE APYTUX JEBOYEK.

JleBylllka cpasy € HacTOpOXWJIacb. MoXeT, Taku He 3ps J[PKEWH Moesaia XOpolero JHs
ceronus. Iloxoxke, €€ oxumamd IUIOXHE HOBOCTH. Heyxenu el He BbIIAIYT 3TOT YEPTOB
ceptuduxar?

— Ilpucsnp, moxanmyiicta, — >KEHIIMHA IOKa3ajJla Ha MECTO HAIpPOTHB HEE. YK€ HE Tak
yBEpEeHHO, BeHepa mpucena Ha auBaH, Ha caMm e€ro kpail. OHa HEe 3HaJla, KyJa J€Th CBOU PYKH,
MOATOMY Hauaja TepeOUTh HUMU Kpail PyTOOJIKH.

— IIpoctuTe, 4TO-TO HE TaK? — Cpasy )Ke CIPOCUIIA EBYIIKA.

— Her, koHe4HO %€, HET, — MHUCC AHTBOPT paccMmesiach. He 0 cMexa Obuia ceidac TOIBKO
Benepe, koropas Oblla B HEKOM CMSTEHHH. — B TedeHue 1mectu MecsIeB s Habmoaana 3a BceMu
BaMu. Ho Tonbko B TeOe s yBUzeNa AEUCTBUTEIBHO COOPAHHOCTh, YBEPEHHOCTh U MPAKTUUYECKHU
BCera Xopoumii pe3yisrar. [1onpIroxkuB, s XoTena Obl MpeyioKUTh Tede paboTy B CBOEM CallOHE.
Ha tBoem mecte, ObUTO OBl DIYMO OTKAa3bIBATHCA OT ATOTO MPEUIOKEHUS, OITOMY MOXKEIIb HE
OJlarogapuTh. ..

JeBymka mosuana. [lepeBapuBasi mojiydeHHYHO WH(pOpMaIMIO, OHa HE MOIJIA MOBEPUTH B
npoucxondiee. Ha e€ nuie MmenneHHo pacrekanach ynbioka. Cep/e Ha MUT OyATO OCTaHOBHIIOCH,
HO 3aTeéM OHa MOYYBCTBOBaja HENPUATHYIO 00Jb. BeHepa omisiHynack, Oynro Obl B 3ajie ObLT €Ié
KTO-TO W 0OpaIliaJiInch TOYHO K HEMY, a HE K Hel. PealbHOCTH OblIa BCETa CIMIIKOM JKECTOKOM, a
celyac eyl ObUIO TaK CJIAIKO.

— Tlomoxxnute, 310 Benb He coH? BhI ceifuac mpeiaraere MHe pabOTy B OTHOM U3 JTYYIIMX
caioHoB JIonnoHa? — €€ roJ0C U3MEHUIICA U 3BYJall CIUIIKOM TOHKO, HO €l OBbLIO HE JI0 3TOTO.

— Hmenno. Toapko HUKOMY He TTpoOoaTaiicss 00 3ToM. JleBoukH, CIIOBHO 3BEpHU, pa3/iepyT Ha
4aCTH TOTO, KTO BBIIIIES Ha IIar BIEPEaN HUX.

— Xopomo, — npoulenTtaia BeHepa, Tak Kak B 3aj1 INPOLUIA e€lE€ ABe AEBYWKU. Mmucc
AHTBOPT MOAMUTHY/A €1, TaK, YTO HUKTO HE 3aMETHUJI, U OTBEPHYIACh, OyJITO HUKAKOTO pa3roBopa
He OBLIO.

JlBa yaca moTpadeHsl BOycTylo. Paszmaya cepTudukaroB Obula HEMHOTO TOP>KECTBEHHOM.
OODBSBISIIA UMS KaXKIOM JEBYIIKM M JakKe Bpydad €d OCOOCHHYI0 MenanbKy. Bce neBymku
HIenTanuch Mexay co0oil, Ho Benepa kak Bcerja cujena B CTOPOHE.

Korna Bce mo oOiieMy coriacuio penmiii TOUTH KyJaa-HUOyIb OTIPa3IHOBATh 3TO COOBITHE,
JIEBYIIIKA HE3aMETHO YJIM3HY/a. X0Ts, B IPUHIIUIIE, €€ OTCYTCTBUS U 0€3 TOr0 HUKTO HE 3aMETHII.

ITo mopore momon BeHepa 3ackouniia B cynepMapkeT. Bo3iie XOJOAUIbHUKA C HAllUTKaMHU,
KTO-TO CXBaTwil €€ 3a JOKOTh. OT HEOXHUJAHHOCTM M CTpaxa OHA NOANPBITHYJIA Ha MECTE.
[ToBepHyBIIMCH, OJIOHAMHKA 3aMETHUJIA MapHs, 3TO ObUl Apyr MepKypus, UMs KOTOPOrO HUKAK HE
3aIIOMUHAJIOCh €H.

— Thl 4wero Takasg nmymuBas? — MOapeHb T'POMKO 3acMmesica. HacTolbko TpoMKo, 4TO
HECKOJIBKO ITPOXOSIIMX MUMO JIIOIe 00OpaTuiIo Ha HUX BHUMaHHUE.

— Wanot, — cKkBO3b 3yObl mpolieauiaa oHa. JlocTaB U3 XOJOMUIbHUKA MAJICHBKYIO OYTBLIKY



KOKa-KoJibl, BeHepa ObICTphIM IIAarOM HampaBwiach K kacce. Ho mapeHb BMecTe C HEU YCKOPHII
CBOM 1Iar ¥ 1IEJI C HEW B HOTY.

— Yero tebe HY)KHO? — OHa Pe3KO OCTAHOBWUJIACh, CTaB 3a YroJ, I€ UX HUKTO HE MOT
YBUIETb.

— Ilocne Bamero Tak Ha3bIBAEMOIO «CBUJIAHUWS) MPONUIA Y)KE JIBE€ HENENH, & Thl JaXE HE
MMO3BOHMJIA, HE HAMKMCAJIA MApHIO. JTO BEAb TAK HE KPACHUBO, — OH CJIOKHJI PYKH, U BCTaJ MPSIMO
nepe Hel, MOJTHOCTBIO 32)KaB B YIITY.

— A pa3Be s 10KHA ObUIA JIeJIaTh 3TO? — JIEBYIIIKA MPUIIOIHIA OJHY OpPOBb.

— Morma Os1. Crnymiaif, TpocTO HANUIIM €My, a TO OH C yMa CXOOWUT, — €JIBa JIH HE
YMOJISIFOIIMM TOJIOCOM IIPOCHII TTAPEHBb.

Heckonbko cexynn Benepa xonebanace. [locne cBuganusa oHa gaxke He coOupanach 3BOHUTH
napHIo, BooOIIle He coOupanach MPoAOIKaTh O0IEHHE ¢ HUM. DTO ObUI0 OeccMbIcaeHHbIM. OH el
HpAaBUTCS, U HWHOrJAa BeHepa IymaeT O HEM, HO HE€ YYBCTBYET COBEPIIEHHO HHYErO0 K HEMY.
BepositHo, Tak e, kak u oH. M, Moxet, oHa onmbaeTcs. JleBylka nmoaHsia riaza Ha mapHs, 4To
cTosul nepeq Hel. OH cMOTpell Ha HeE MCHIYbUMH TJIa3aMU.

— Xopo1o, s Hanuily eMy. ToJIbKO OTCTaHb OT MEHs, — BeHepa caernala mar Brepes.

— Tloobemmait MHE, — OH TIpUaEpKai €€ 3a PyKy, HE JlaBasi IBUTATHCS JAJIbIIIE.

— OO0erma, — JEBYIIKA BBIACPHYIA CBOIO PYKY M3 €r0 MEJBEKbHX Jal U OBICTPHIM IIArOM
HaIpaBUJIACh K Kacce.

Ha ynune yxe 3akonuunsicsa aoxas. Ho Bo3ayx Bc€ paBHO ObuUl BlIakHBIM. BeHepa mmbirana
HOCOM, OIYCTHUB T'0JIOBY BHH3, OHA HE MOIJIa JOXKJAThCs, YTOOBI JONTHU K AOMY. B ropsie HEeMHOro
nepunio. HyxxHo Oyner nonpocuts y JIkeiin nenenen. Korga yke Ha ynuile He OyeT 9Ta )KyTKas
CJISIKOTb, YTO MOPTUT HACTpOeHUE? B Takyro mOroay Xo4eTcst TOJIbKO YMEPETb.

[Ipuns nomoii, aeByika oOHapyxuia, yto J[>keiiH He BepHynach ¢ paboThl. UM, B mpunuume,
ObUTO OBl CTPAHHO, €CJTM ObI OHAa BepHYJIAch Tak paHo. Ho BCE ke mo mpuBhIUKe, 3211 B KOMHATY,
Benepa 3axiomHyna 3a co6oit nsepu. OHa OBICTPO Mepeoaesach B CBOIO MUKAMYy, XOTs enié Obul
neHb. Benepa nocrasmia B CD-npourpsiBarens quck Anenb ist arMochepbl, OTKpbUla HOYTOYK U
MOCTaBUJIa €ro Ha KpoBaTh. [loka oH BKItOYaJICs, AEBYIIKA BEpHYIACh Ha KYXHIO, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh
MOM-KOPH, KOTOPBIA OCTAJICS €IIE CO BUEpaIHero Beyepa. OTIUYHO MOAXOAUT 1moj Koiy. He oueHn
3I0POBBI 00€/, HO BEChMa BKYCHBIM M TUTATEIbHbIN.

[TocTaBUB OTPOMHYIO TAPEJIKY C MTOM-KOPHOM Ha KpOBaTh, OHA IJIFOXHYJACh, €1BA HE PACCHIIAB
ero. Benepa Bonuma B MHTepHET M cpa3y ke OTKpbUia cBoM akkayHT B Facebook. Ona yxe u
nmo3a0buia, Korjaa MoCcIeAHUHN pa3 3axoauia Tyna. Y He€ B APY3bsAxX OblIa BCETO JIHIIL oaHa Jltocu, u
OHHM OYEHb PEJKO CIHUCHIBAINCH, IOTOMY YTO €€ MojApyra yaiie JIIoOuiia TOBOPHUTH MO TeaedoHy.
MHuoro He3HakoMIIeB A00aBIsUM €€ B Apy3bs, HO BeHnepa He Morna q00aBUTh HU OJHOTO U3 HUX.
Omna nro0una nepecMarpuBarb CTPAHUIIBI BCEX, KTO K HEM J100aBiIsuICs, HO HUKAKOTO MHTEpeca He
HCTBITHIBAJIA K 3TUM JIMYHOCTSIM.

Cemb HOBBIX 100aBieHUl B JIpy3bs. He ynuBUTENBHO, UTO TaK MHOTO, Bellb €€ TaK JOJIO HE
obu10 B cetu. C koro Obl Hayarh? BeHepa mepecmarpuBajia UME€HA WJIM OCCCMBICICHHBIE HUKU
HOBBIX «JIpy3€i» U OCTAHOBUJIACH HA OJTHOM.

«Mepkypuii AHZEpCcOH Tofai 3asBKy». Benepa 0e3 pazmymuii cpa3y ke Ha)kajla Ha UKOHKY U
nepenvia Ha ero CTpaHuIly. Y Hero Japyseil Toxke Obuio He rycTo. Beero nummb omud — ApTyp
bumon. Bot kak ero 30ByT. ¥ Mepkypust Ha cTpaHuiie Obuta Bcero ofHa (ororpadusi, HO BIISACI
OH Ha Hel Oe3ynpeuHo. B uépHom manero, ¢ HeOpekHO 3aBA3aHHbIM maphoM. Berep mogHumaet
€ro BOJIOCHI, @ OH CMYIIEHHO OTBOIUT B3IVIsA, OyNTO ObI HE XOUeT, 4TOOkI ero (hoTorpadupoBau.



OH cTOMT Ha MOCTy, MO3aJd HEro mnpekpacHbli BuA. M BCE€ 3TO 3aBeplIEHO YEPHO-OEIBIM
¢uneTpom. OHa cMoTpena Ha (OTO TAe-TO OKOJIO MATHAAATH MUHYT, HE B CUJIE OTBECTH B3TJISL.

Torna Benepa BepHynach Ha CBOIO CTpaHUIlYy U OTKpbUIa cBOE goto B mpoduie. OHO ObLIO
Takoe y)KacHoe Mo cpaBHeHHUIO ¢ ero ¢oto. Benepa u Jlrocu, HaKJIOHUBLIMCH TEpel Kamepoi,
ynbioanuchb. 1o (oTo ObUIO cAenaHo rof Hazala. YEnka nepekpbiBaeT IMOJOBUHY JIUIA, HIEKU
ITOKPACHEBIIME OT Kaphbl, JJIMHHAS MTOABECKA CBUCAET. YHEPHOE KOPOTKOE ILIATHE, KOTOPOE OTOMISET
€€ IJIeYH, U 30JIOTUCTOIO OTTEHKA IAI0YKa — KakK K€ 3TO HEJIETIO COYETAETCS BMECTE.

Benepa cryknyna ce0s nagonsto 1o j0y. Eii cpouno Hy:kHO HOBoe (poto. Ho yBenomiienue o
HOBOM COOOIIEHHE OTBJIEKJIO €€ BHUMAaHMUE.

Mepkypuii Angepcon: [Ipuser.

Benepa Xosauaeii: [Ipuser)

OHa cpa3y ke OTBeTHJIa U €€ Cep/lie 3aMePJIO B 0)KUAAHUN OTBETA. B ropie nepecoxio, koraa
BHU3Y BBICBETHJIOCH «MepKypuil HabupaeT coolIieHue. ..». JleBylika OTKpbuia OyThUIKY C KOJION U
crenana riioTOK, CMOYUB TOPJIO.

Mepkypuii Anaepcon: Tel He mnpoTuB, 4To s AoOaBui TeOs B napy3wbsa? Ilpocto Th He
MO3BOHMJIA MHE, U 5 pellrl Te0e HanucaTh, €CIU Thl HE TPOTHUB.

Benepa Xoaupaeii: [Ipoctu, npocto s 3a0buia. Bo Bcem 3ToM KpyroBopoTe €/1Ba 11 MOXKEUIE
3a0bITh, U KaK TE€OS 30BYT.

OHa cHOBa cTyKHYy/a ceOs JialoHbto 110 J10y. UTo 3a Open? B mpubaBok k Tynomy QoTo eng u
TylIbl€ OTBETHl HAa IPOCTHIE BOIPOCHL. BcTaB ¢ KpoBarum, AEBylIka Hadanda HWCKATh IY3BIPEK C
tabneTkamu. Ceifuac OHM HY)KHBI €i, KaK BO3/IyX, HHA4Ye OHA 3aJI0XHETCs B HeM. Hamen my3pipex B
CyMK€, OHa OOHapyKHja, 9TO OH ITYCT. TaONeTKN 3aKOHYHIIHCH.

— Bor uépt, — Benepa pyrHynace Bcayx. Bcé paBHO nmoma oHa Obuia omHa. JleByiika
BEpPHYJIACh B CBOI0O KOMHATY HEMHOTI'O pa3/ipaK€HHON, HO HOBOE COOOIIEHUE CIIIAIUIIO 3TO.

Mepkypuii Augepcon: Kak Thl y3Ha/Ia MOE HACTOSIIEE UMSI?

E€ 310 ynbiOHyI0.

Benepa Xoampaeii: Y meHs cBou cBs3u... Ha camom jene s paboraro B @BP u BeuncInI
T€O4. ..

Ona 3acmesinack. OTKyga-TO BHYTPM MOSIBUJIACH HEKas HENPUHYKICHHOCTh WM CBOOOJA.
MoskeT, el BOBce U HE HYXHBI 3TU Tabnetku? [lo kpaliHelt Mepe, STUM BEYEPOM.

Mepkypuii Anaepcon: Mimenno tak s u nogymant.) Jlon. Tel 3aBTpa 3andra?

Ona 3aKkycuiia HIDKHIOIO TyOy, KOrJa ynblOKa pacruibuiachk mo e€ juity. [Ipoucxomuiao HEdTO
CTpaHHOE, 4TO OBLJIO TaK HEMPUBBIYHO, JTaXke CTpalHo. BeHepa He crenmia orBedars. OHa emg pas
nepesesia B3NS HAa MYCTOM My3bIpeK... beiTh wim He ObITh? YUTO, ecnu 3aBTpa 3TO UYyBCTBO
oboctputca? Uto, eciu OHA TOYYBCTBYET. ..

JleBynka yxe Hayanda HaOuparb COOOIIEHHE, KaK BIAPYr OTKPBUIACh BTOpas BKJIAJKa C
COOOIICHUSIMHU.

JIrocu HesibeoH: Y MeHS raJultOLIMHALIMA WM Thl IEUCTBUTEIBHO OHJIANH?

Benepa Xosmpaei: Yéprt, Jltocu, MHe ceiiuac He A0 IIyTOK. MBI MOXeM C TOOOW 3aBTpe
BCTPETUTHCS?

JIrocn HesibCOH: DTO TOYHO ThI TaM CUAUIIL? J[KEiH, 5TO Thl MHE TTHAIICIIL???

Benepa Xommpeit: JIIOCU!!! He 3mum mensa! Mbl HOKHBI BCTPETUTBCA W CHENATI
HOpMaJIbHYIO (hoTOoTrpaduio Ajist Moero npoduis!

JIrocu Heabcon:???



Benepa Xomupaeii: JlagHo, st mory nonpocuts J>keitn cotorpadgupoBats meHs. [loka!

JIrocu Heancon: Her, Her, Heeeeeeeeeeet!!! He wnmero Hudero npotuB J[xkeiH, HC
dboToanmapar el aydile B pyKd He aBaTh. [laBail BcTpeTuMcs 3aBTpa B yac Bo3zie Crapbakca!

Benepa Xosauaeii: Mecto BCTpeun M3MEHUTH HENMb3s! 3aBTpa B yac Bo3ie Crapbakca!

Korma ona pazobpanace ¢ Jltocu, To BHOBb BepHYIIach K nuanory ¢ Mepkypuem. OH emi¢ Obut
OHJIAMH.

Benepa Xomupaeii: [Ipoctu, HO 3aBTpa 5 3aHATA.(

I'naBa 7. Keep me in photo

Jlxeiin roToBuia Ha KyxHe. CerofHsi oHa JOJbKHA ObUia BCTpeTUThes ¢ IlloHoM u mpocto
netana Haj 3emied. OHa yyBCTBOBajia ce0sl CHOBA IVIYIMBIM BIIOOJICHHBIM MOAPOCTKOM. UyBCTBO
ITOABELIEHHOCTHU COIIPOBOXKAAJIO €€. Eii He TepIiesioch BHOBb BCTPETUTHCS C HUM, B3ATh AKKYPAarHO
3a pyKy M OCTaBUTH JIETKUM TOIENyi Ha Ty0ax.

Bapyr or nenm u coOCTBEHHBIX MBICHEN €€ OTBIEK 3BOHOK TeiedoHa. PacrepsHo, cHauana
JI>keiiH He MoIVIa MOHATh, OTKY/Ia OH 3BOHUT, HO OBICTPO Hallla CBOUM TenedOoH Ha CTOJE, CIpSITaH
MOJ] MOJIOTEHILIEM. 3BOHOK MCXOAUI OT HEU3BECTHOIO HOMEPA.

— JIxetin KoHopc? — CTpOTHid )KEHCKUM TOJI0C UCXOIUII C TOM CTOPOHBI TPYOKH.

— Ja, 510 51, — BCE B TOM € MOAHECEHHOM HACTPOE MPOJOJKAJIA KEHILMHA.

— CoumnansHas ciyx06a ropona Hetokacna. Xenumna no umenu Kappu Xonuzaeit uier cBoro
noub. Benepa Xonuaen Beb celyac HaXOAUTCS y Bac?

Hyma J[>keiiH ynana BHU3. DTO ObUIO Tak HeoxuaaHHO. Kappu oTnycTuiau u3 OOJBHUIIBIY
Heyxenun ona yxxe Nnpoluia JIeYEHUE U NOJTHOCTBIO BBI3AOpOBEna. PaHbIle el Ka3ajaoch, YTO 3TO
Oe3HaieKHbIN cirydaid, 1 Kappu mpocto ympeT B cTeHax 0onbHUIEL. X %u3Hb ¢ BeHepon TOIbKO
Havalla HalaXuBarbcs. JleBouke ObUIO Tak IUIOXO, OHA pe3aja cede KOXy, Oblla Ha TpaHH
caMoyOuiicTBa, a Tenepb Kappu npocto umer e€ u Xo4deT y Heé 3a0paTh.

— Her, celiuac aeBouka OoJbIlEe HE MPOXKUBAET CO MHOW. M s MOHATHS HE UMEIO, Ilie OHA
HaXoIUTCs. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TO HE MOW PEOEHOK M MPOIIy Bac 00JbIle MEHSI He OECIIOKOUTH 0
TOMY Bompocy! — pe3ko orBeTuia J[>keiiH u nepsasi cOpocuiia BbI30B.

— Kro 3BoHmn? Haneroch, uto 310 IIOH, MOTOMY 4YTO S YK€ Hayajga Bac WUAMNEPUTh, — U3
cBoell koMHarhl Bbillsia Benepa. CeroiHsi oHa BeIIIsiENA 110-0COOEHHOMY. JleBylka Obuia ofieTa B
KOPOTKO€ 4Y€pHOE IUIaThe, KOTOPOE YKpallldJii HApUCOBaHHBIE Ha TKAHU O€Jble IBETHI, HO C
JUIMHHBIMH pykaBaMu. Cienpl OT HIpaMOB €€ OCTaBalluCh Ha KOXe, OyATO HAallOMUHAsS €, Yepes
4TO OHa Tpoiia. BeHepa Hakpacuia mia3a u ryObl, akKypaTHO pacuecayia Bojockl. OHa BhIVIsACIIA
OTMPSITHO U JIa’K€ MUJIO, YTO OBLJIO TaK HAa HEE HE MTOXOXKE.

— Her, at0 1o pabore, — ycrano orBeruna [xkeitn. E€ ronosa pazbonenacb. — A Kyaa 3Tc
ThbI coOpasiack? Heyxenu s 1oxaanachk TOro IHsI, KOrjaa Thl UJEHIb Ha CBUAAHUE?

— Her, mbl ¢ Jltocu uaem ¢ortorpaduposarscsa. [loka 4To HE 3HAIO Kyna, HO MBI IIPOCTO
JOJKHBI cliesaTh 3T0. POTO B MOEM MPO(DHIIE YIKE TAKOE CTAPOE.

Ona oOyna y€pHble OOTHMHKH, YTO JOCTAaBadu €€ IMKOJIOTOK, HO MPUATHO TPEJIU HOTU U B
JOJIb TOYTH He TTpoMokaiu. [To 6okam 6onTamuck xeae3Hble 3akiaenku. B pykax aeBymku ket
3ameTuiia 00JbIIoN QoToanmnapar, KOTOPhIA OHA caMa Tojapuia el Ha nponuioe PoxaectBo. Ona
HEBOJILHO YNIBIOHYTAack. BeHepa ei, kak 104b. OHA HE OT/IaCT €€ HUKOMY.

— Xopo1o, nmoka, — KpukHyna J[>keiiH, Korma AeByllKa Y)Ke IMOJoXuia (oroamnmapar B
CYMKY M cOOpajiach YXOJUTb.

— Iloka, — KpuUKHYyJa Ta U XJIOIHYJA 32 cO00i1 ABEPHIO.

Ha ynuie ObUlo JOBOJIBHO-TAKM MPOXJIaJHO. Uepe3 MIOTHYIO TKaHb J)KUHCOBOW KYPTKH U



IJIaThsl XOJI07] TIpoOupancs naxke moj KoKy U HEMPHUATHO Kojoiics. O0xoas TyXu U O6eccTpaiiHo

U]l HAaBCTPEUy XOJIOMHOMY BeTpy, BeHepa Havana xajeTh, 4TO He moexana Ha aBrodyce. [louemy-
TO €l XOTEJIOCh MPOTrYIAThCA M TMOABIIATH CBEXHUM BO3AyXoM. Buepa Bech Beyep OHa
nepenuchiBajgach ¢ MepKypueM, U OH IMOKAa3ajcid €l HE TAKUM YK M CTPAaHHBIM, KaKUM Kazaycs
cHayasia. M3 €€ rosioBbl HE BBIXOJHUIIH €TO CIIOBA.

Mepkypnii Anaepcon: S n3y4aro aCTpOHOMHUIO. ITO TO, YTO MHE HPABUTCHL.

Benepa Xoauneii: Tebe HpaBsATCA 3BE3IBI?

Mepkypuii Augepcon: HeT, MeHs mpuUBJIEKAIOT NIJIAHETHI.

HapepHoe, apyras mo0as JeBylllka HE TMOHsu1a Obl 3Toro. MM ke MOHsUIa, HO CIUIIKOM
IPSAMOJIMHENHO, Korla BeHepa Haluia B 3TOM CKPBITBIA CMbICI. HaBepHOE, UMEHHO B OTOT MOMEHT
OHa OILyTUJa CBA3b C HUM. bynTO HEBHAMMAas HUTh Yepe3 3KpaH HOYyTOyKa CBs3bIBaJa €€ C HUM,
CUJIALM 32 MOHUTOPOM CBOETO KOMITIBIOTEPA.

Jlrocu 3ameTuia CBOIO MOAPYTY €IIE U3JajeKa U Cpa3y ke BhIKpUKHYIA €€ uMsi, korga Benepa
JUIIb TIepexoamnsia Jopory u npubnmxanack k CrapOakcy. JleBylika yckopuiia CBOM Iar, e He
HY>KHO OBLIO JTUIIIHEE BHUMAHUE.

— S ke mpocuiia TeOsi HE Kpu4aTh MOE UM, KOTJA s HAX0XKYCh B pajdyce OOJIblle MSATU
METpOB OT TebsI, — 310 poroopuiia Benepa.

— Kyna mb1 ugem? Tel He 3a0ba ¢otoannapar? M kmnaccHo Beisiauib! — Jltocu OyAaTo
MPOMYCTHUJIA CJI0BAa NOAPYrH MUMO yiuel. Ha 4yTo Ta B OTBET JuIb 3aKaTuia Iiasa.

— S mymasa Hag TeM, 9TOOBI MOWTH K MY3€H0 €CTeCTBO3HAHUS. TypUCTOB TOJKHO OBITH MaJo,
MOTOMY YTO HEOO 3aTAHYTO TydaMH, MHOTHE CefUyac CUIIAT JOMa UM B TOCTHHUIIAX. Sl X04y, 4TOOBI
($h0TO MOMYYUIIOCH 3aralOYHBIM, TO3TOMY 3TO MECTO ObUIO OBl UJICATTHLHBIM.

— TbI Xouens MoNUTHU BHYTPH HIIM OyJIEM BO3JIE CAaMOT0 My3esi?

OHu JBUTAIHMCH K aBTOOYCHOM OCTAHOBKE U CTaJlM kJaTh aBTOOYycCa.

— Kynum Guner B cam My3el, OH He o4eHb Jloporoi. Ckaxem, Kak €CTh, YTO XOTUM YCTPOUTH
doroceccuto. Tem Oonee, uro ¢doroanmapar y MeHs npodecCuoHaNbHBIA. J[yMaro, HUKTO Ham
nepeuuTh He OyneT. [IpoiigeM Ha BTOpOM 3Tak, Ha OajJKOH, TaM JOJKHA OBITH TMOIXOIAIIAS
arMocdepa, — MPONOJDKIIIA OJIOHAMHKA, KOTIa OHHM YK€ MPOIUIN B aBTOOYC U CeJIM Ha CBOOOTHBIC
MecTa.

— Th1 Bc€ yke paxke mpomaymaina. Uto-to ¢ To0oit sBHO HE TO, — Jltocu TUXO 3acMmessach, He
Hapylas CIIOKOWHYI0 aTMoc(epy B CaJoHeE.

[To nopore Benepa paccka3zana noapyre o ToM, 4To MUCC AHTBOPT Mpeioxkuia e padory. U
Ta B CBOIO Ouepelb HMCKpEeHHE oOpajoBanach 3a He€ M Mpemaoxuia oTMeTuTh. Korma oHu
npuexaiu, BbIAAS U3 aBTOOyca, Cpa3y K€ BCTPETUIIUCH JIUIIOM K JIUIY C CHJIBHBIM MOPHIBYATHIM
BeTpoM. Tyur HaJ HEOOM CTYIIAIKMCH, HO JOX/A NTOKA 4TO HE ObUIO, HO M 0€3 TOro ObUTO OYEBUIHO,
YTO B TEYEHUE Yaca MOIbETCS JINBEHbD.

— Tlouwtu, 6picTpee, — BeHepa cxBaruiia CBOIO MOAPYTY 3a PYKY M MOBOJIOKJA 3a coboi. Eit
HY)KHO cies1aTh 3T0 4€pToBO (oTo. Ceroans 3To €€ riraBHas meib.

— 31IpaBCTBYiITE, HAM HY)KHBI OUJIETHI B MY3€i, Y HAC HET 3KCKYpPCOBO/A, HAM HYXHO BCEro
JUUIb MPOUTH Ha OAJKOH Ha BTOPOM 3TaXKe, YTOOBI C/IeNIaTh HECKONBKO (poTorpaduit, — Ha OIHOM
IObIXaHUM TporoBopuiia OnoHaMHKaA. KEeHIIMHA 3a MaJeHbKMM OKOUIKOM JIEHWBO 3€BHYIA. bes
JUIIHUAX BOIIPOCOB OHA OTOPBaJia UM JBa OMIIETA.

— MoxHo 0e3 nener. CeromHsa u 0€3 TOro JIOAEH HET, TAK YTO BAILM HECKOJIBKO (DYHTOB HE
ChITparoT poiii. U k TOMy ke CKOpo OyAeT rpo3a, Tak 4To He 3aepKUBANTECh HAIONTO Ha OAJIKOHE.

— Xoporo, ciacu6o, — JItocu cxBaTuiaa 3TH OMIIETBI, 1 OHU CHOBA MOOEKAIIH.



Bayrpu He Obuto nmudTa, MOATOMY JAEBYIIKAM MPHUIITIOCH HA BTOPOM dTaXK KPYTOM JIECTHHIIEH.
B kopumope Bucenu pa3nuyHbIE KapTUHBI, HApPUCOBAaHBL, CKOpPEE BCEro, COBPEMEHHBIMU
XYIO’)KHUKAMH, HO UX CTUJIb ObUTO CJIOKHO OTIUYUTH OT TOTO, YTO OBbUT paHbllle — TFOTHKA, TJIaBHO
nepexoAias B Peneccanc.

Jlroneit 3nech, mpaBaa, He ObUTO. 3/1€Ch OBUIO TaK MYCTO, YTO JIake HE MPUBBIYHO. OOBIYHO B
3aBeJICHUSX MOJOOHOr0 TUMa Beeraa MHoro Jroeit. Korma Jkeitn BnepBble nipuBena Benepy crona
Ha 3KCKYpPCHIO, 3/1eCh ObUIO BOOOIIE HE TPOTUCHYTHCS.

— Crona, — cka3ania OJoHIMHKA, Korna JIrocu ocTaHOBUIIACH BO3JIE OAHOUM M3 KapTHUH. DTO
ObU1a mHTepnperanus Mona Jlusel. [leByiika crosmna, OyaTo 3auapoBaHHas BO3JIE HEE.

— Haperocs, ThI 3Haelllb, 4TO 3TO HE OpUTHHAJ? — IMOCMEUBAsSCh, Mpou3Hecia Benepa.

— Uto0? Kak? A rae opuruHan? — BO3MYIICHHO NMPOU3HECTa OpIOHETKaA.

— OmH B JlyBpe. Eciu uto, 310 B @panHuuu.

— XKanp. JlagHo, mouuiu.

JIeByIlIKYA MOJOINUIA K OaTKOHY, KOTOPBIA ObUT OCBOOOXIEH OT JIMIIHUX BEIIEH, BpOJIe CTaTy
UM TeX XK€ KapTUH. BeHepa momomnuia K OKHY, 4TO OBUIO YKpAIllEHO BUTPAXXOM, U JIETKO
MPUKOCHYIIACh MajbllaMU K IIBETHOMY cTekily. Ha cekyHly neByIka 3a0buia 0 TOM, YTO XOTena, a
MPOCTO paccMarpuBajia KpacUBBbIE KapTUHKHU, Kak paHee Jlrocwm paccmarpuBaia (HalbIMBYIO
«Momny JIuzy».

B 310 e Bpems OproHeTKa cjenaia OfuH Kaap, TEM CaMbIM MPUBJIEKIIAa BHUMaHue BeHepsl.

— Tlonoxu, 51 xe eng He ToTOBa, — JEBYIIKA YIBIOHYIACH.

— Toraa cTaHOBHUCH YK€ ObICTpEe.

Cuavana BeHepa mpocCToO JIErKO MPUOTKPBUIA POT, pyKaMH JeprKajia MOA0J MIaThsd, HO B3I
e€¢ Bc€ em€ Obul mycThbiM. [locne BemblKM OHA cpasy ke moadexana K MOApYyre B3NISIHYTh Ha
pabory.

— Yeépr, 3TO HE TO.

OHa cHOBa BEpHYJIach Ha MECTO. BeHepa cTaHOBUIACh MO-Pa3HOMY, MO-PA3HOMY KaXKIbIH pa3
ynbI0anach WM K€ HA000pOT CxkuMala TyObl B TOHKYIO JuHHUIO. HO B3MIsim mo-mpexHeMy Obul
MYCTBIM, KaK y paphopoBOM KyKJIBIL.

— Kaxercsa, s Buzgena monuuto. Jlydie yxe cmbiBaTbesi oTCroma, — JIrOCH BBIKIIIOUMIIA
dboToanmnapar u cupsTaia B CYMKY.

— JlagHo, monwin, — rpycTHO npousHecna Benepa.

Beriins ¢ 3gaHus, OHM Ccpasdy K€ INMOoNalM IOoA CWJIbHBIA JIMBEHb. | pOMKHI packar rpoma
3acTaBUJI OOOUX COJPOTHYTHCA OT cTpaxa. MonHus ygapuia.

— Ilouwm crona, — BeHepa cHOBa cxBaTuiia CBOIO MOAPYTY 3a PYKY U MOTammia 3a codoii. B
HECKOJIBKMX METpax OT My3€s OHA 3aMETHJIa 3aBEJICHUS CO CTPAHHBIM Ha3BaHUEM «Y bapHu» u
penmsa, 4To TaM MOKHO ObLIO ObI EPeKIaTh FPo3y.

3nech OBLIO IOBOJIBLHO TEILIO, JaXKe HEMHOTO kapKoBaro. BeHepa cHsiia cedst KypTKy, €€ IeKu
MOKpacHENIW OT PE3KOM CMEeHbl Temmeparypbl. Hemonro mymasi, AEBYIIKM cpa3y K€ Celau 3a
CBOOOIHBIN CTOJIUK. XOTS, 3/1€Ch MPAKTUYECKU BCE CTOJIUKHU ObLIM CBOOOAHBIMU. JIub B m1yOuHE
3ajia cujieNia mapa MOXKWIIBIX JIFOJIEd M BO3JIE OKHA JIBOE MYKYHMH, UTO OOCYXKJalu KaKHUe-TO CBOU
nena. Jlrocu n BeHepa Tak He pUCKOBaJIM M CEJIM MOJAJIbIIE OT OKHA.

— DT0, KOHEYHO, HE TBOU I0OMMBIN CTtapbakc, HO, 3HACIIIb JIH, 3/IeCh TOXKE HEIJIOXO.

JXKéntele cTeHbl OTOMBANM COJIHEYHBIA CBET, HAMOJHSS BECh 3aJ CBETOM, HO HE CETOIHA.
Ceituac 31ech ObUI0O MpauHO ¥ TeMHO. HUKTO He crnenmi BKiIto4aTh cBeT. MOIHUS MOTIIa ylapuTh
B JTI0OOYIO MUHYTY.



— UYro Tebe 3akaszarb? — cmupocuia Jlrocu, korma e€ mompyra moHukina. BeHepa cmaema
MOJT4a, KHHYB B3TJIA]I HA BUJI 32 OKHOM. OHa Tak M He cJenaia Mmoaxoasiiee GoTo.

— 51 G6yny Baduiu, MOJIUTHIE IOKOJAJOM M Kapameiblo, — TPYCTHO OTBETWJIA JCBYILKA, HE
OTBOJS IJ1a3.

— XOopolIo.

Jlrocu momwia nenath 3akas, koraa Benepa 3acteuia. [Ipocto ona Obi1a Heypaunuieit. @oTo He
MOJTYYUJIOCH, YEPTOBBI TAOJETKM 3aKOHUMJIMChH. Takol YyrHETEHHOW OHAa HE YyBCTBOBaja ceOs yKe
IaBHO. JleBylllka MpPOCTO CMOTpeNla B OKHO C KaMEHHBIM BBIPAXXCHUEM JIMIA, CTapasCh HE
3ar1akath. HempuarHoe 4yBCTBO CAaMOHEYIOBIETBOPEHHUSI KOMKOM MOAKATHIBAJIO K €€ TOpIIy.

— OHH cKa3zanu, 4To MPUHECYT 3aKa3 B TeUeHHe nonydaca, — JIrocu BepHynack. — BeHepa,
ThI B TOPSIAKE?

— Jla, BnosiHe, — OJIOHJIMHKA CTapajlach BBIJIABUTH U3 C€0sl YNBIOKY, HO B 3TOT pa3 OHA HE
CMOTJIa CIeJIaTh U 3TOTrO.

Korma npuHecnu 3aka3, JOEBYIIKH pAacTATMBAIM YIOBOJBbCTBHE M €U CIELHHAJIBbHO OYEHBb
MeIJIeHHO. BeHepa Tak u cuaena moida, a Jlrocu Beima CBOM MOHOJIOT, CTapasCh PacCIEBEIUTE
noapyry. Bc€ BepHynocs Ha kpyru cBos. [locnegnue Heckoibko 4acoB JIrocu yBuzelia B HEU Ty
caMmyro ctapyro Benepy Xoauaei, koTopast Oblla BECEIOM, CMEIIHON M XOTSI ObI TaKOM XUBOW. A
celvac OHAa CHOBA CUJIUT U MOJIYMT, MPOITYCKasi MUMO YILEN CIIOBA.

— I'po3a yke 3aKkOoHUYMIIACh, — MPOU3HECTA OJOHIUHKA. ITO OBUIH MBICIH BCITYX.

— Jla, HO TMBEHb POJOIKAETCSI.

— OH MOXET NpOoJoJHKATCA U J10 3aBTpa. MBI K€ HE MOXKEM CHUJIETh 371€Ch BEUHO. S BBI3BIBAIO
TaKCH, — JIEBYIIIKA BKJIIOUMIIa TelaedoH U HaOpaia HOMeEp.

Jlrocu He cTana CopuUTh, XO0TA Obl M3-3a TOro, 4TO €€ moapyra Obiia mpaBa. Ho To, ¢ kakoii
MHTOHAIIMEN OHA CKa3aja 3TO, BHI3bIBAJIO Y HEE BOZMYIICHUE.

Yepes yac oHH yxke npuexanu Jomol k Benepe. B kBapTupe HUKOro He ObUIO.

— Pa3Be JI>keiiH He HOMKHA yKe ObITh AoMa? — crpocuia Jlrocu, npoias Ha KyXHIO, TJE
OBLIO TEMHO.

— Bo-nepBbIX, y HE€ ceromHs BBIXOOHOM. A BO-BTOpBIX, S AyMar0, 4YTO OHAa CeHWyac C
[IlorOM, — CITOKOMHO OTBETHJIA OJIOHIUHKA.

— Omna Bctpeuaercs ¢ [llonom? — BockimkHyina Jlrocwu.

— Ilo-moeMy, ObUIO OYEBUIHO, YTO OHU OYJYT BCTPEUATHCSA C CAMOI0 Havaa.

OHM mpouuii B KOMHaTy JEByIIKA. BeHepa Opocuia moapyre CBOIO NUKamMy, 4TOOBI Ta
nepeo/iena MpoMOKIIyIo ojexay. CaMa OHa TOXKE MEepeoIeach B MUKaMYy.

— A Temnepb naBail mocMOTpUM (OTKH U BBIOEpEM TeOe OAHY, — CHOBA B MPEMOTHECEHHOM
HacTpoeHue 3amederana Jltocu, U OTKpbUIa HOYTOYK.

— He Oyny s Huuero cMotpeth, — BeHepa siersia Ha KpoBaTh U MEpEeBEpHYIACch Ha OOK.

N cHoBa onu Mosuanu. Jlrocu BkiIrOYMiIa HOYTOYK M TOAKJIOYMIA K HeMmy doToarmapar.
Benepa nexana u cmotrpesna B cteHy. OHM He BKJIFOUAJIU CBET, U B KOMHAaTe MO-MPEXHEMY ObLIO
TEMHO. B TeMHOTe Bcera Jierde CrpsrTarb He TOJIbKO BEIM, HO U 4yBCTBA. CTyK OIS IO OKHAM U
CTYK TaJiblieB Mo kiaBuarype. CTyK, CTYK, CTYK... DTO ogHOOOpa3ue MpepBajio YBEAOMJIEHUE O
HOBOM COOOIICHHE.

— ThI ¢ KEM-TO MEPENMUCHIBACIILCS? — TUXO CHPOCHUIIA AEBYIIKA, HE pa3BOPAYUBAsICh.

— C MepkypueM, — CIIOKOWHO oTBeTUIa JIrocH, 4eM MpUBIEKIA BHUMAHUE CBOEU MOAPYTH.
Ta OpICTpO TOAHSTIACH C MecTa U oToOpaja y He€ HOyTOYK.

Mepkypuii Anaepcon: S o6padotan ¢poto coBcem HemMHOro. [Ipocto HakuHyn cBepxy PSD w



Bcé. Kcratn, 3ameuarensHoe GpoTo. Tl 0O4eHB KpacuBasi.

N cuuzy npukpermieno ¢oto. Benepa otkpeuia dotorpaduro. Ito Obuta Ta dororpadusi.
KOTOpYIO crenana Jltocu, korma oHa Obuta SIKOOBI «HE TOTOBa». [lpunogHsaTas rojaoBa, UacaIbHbBIN
npopunas. EE€ por ObUT HEMHOTO NPHUOTKPHIT, a [a3a IIMPOKO OTKPHITHL. JleByllka JIeTKO
MPUKOCHYIIaCh PYKOM K BUTpPaxy, OyATO XOTejla CTarh ero 4yacThio. YacThio mckycctBa. M oHa
ctana HuM. Ha ogHol potorpaduu Bc€ ObUIO TapMOHUYHO U HUYETO HE OBLIO JIMIIHUM.

— TbI kpacuBasi, — noBTopuiia JIrocu, 3aIMBasCh CMEXOM.

— 3aueM Thl KMHYNIa eMy MO0 QoTorpaduro? — ynplOKa ucuesna ¢ auia OJOHJUHKH, KOTJa
OHa oOpaTuiIach K CBOEH Mojapyre.

— On xiraccHo obOpabarsBaeT GpoTku. CBOIO s TOXKE eMy Kujana. I MHe OH He cKasaj, 4To $
OUYEHb KpacuBasi, Mex 1y npouuM. [lonnmaenis?

Ona nonsna. M XoTd Ha ynuie men XOJOIHbIA T0Xb, BeHepa uyBcTBOBaNa, Kak Mo €€ Temy
pa3IuBaeTCs TEIJI0, KOTOPOro JAEBYIIKA paHbIlle HE MOIJIa YyBCTBOBarb. A celyac OHA YyBCTBYET U
JIa)Ke HE YBEPEHA, XOPOILO 3TO uin HeT. [IIpaMbl OT mpoIUIOro OCTAIMCh, MECTA JISl HOBBIX — HET.

I'naBa 8. The end of my infinity

JIuBeHb MpeKpaTuics TOJIBKO K yTpy. DTO ObUI MOCJIEIHUIN BBIXOAHOW JE€Hb mepea padouei
Heaenen. Mepkypui ocTalics JoMa OJUH U HE MOT HE HACIaXIaTbCs STUM. [lapeHb BKIIIOUMIT CBOM
JIMCK C TTOA0O0PKO# CITOKOMHBIX Oanman jdereHaapHbix The Smiths. My3bika 3amoniHsIa CBOOOIHBIC
YIOJIKHU €r0 QY.

Bocnonbs30BaBImch citydaeMm, OH JOCTall MadyKy CUraper, KOTopble Kynui Ha qHax. [Toka gto,
KOT/Ia BCsl ceMbd OblIa AoMa, 1 Mepkypuil 6ecriocpeicTBEHHO ObUI MO/l TPUCMOTPOM POAUTENEH,
TO NMapeHb NPUMPATAI €€ 3a KHUTaMU Ha TOJIKe U He JtocTaBall. Ho Tenepb OH ocTalcs 3/1eCh OAUH.

Mepkypuil OTKpbUT OKHO. CBIpOW M XOJIOOHBIN BO3AYX Cpa3y K€ Hayaj MPOHHUKATh B KOMHATY,
BBITECHSAS U3 He€ Tero. OH 3aKer curapery W, CAeiaB MEPBYIO 3aTsKKY, nmogyman o Benepe. Ero
yyBCTBa cMenanbl. K ero 00Jb1I0My yIMBIECHUIO, OHU BOOOIIE y Hero Obutn. W Kaxapli pa3, Kormua
nmapeHp MUl TabJeTKy, TO 3T YyBCTBa BCE PAaBHO BBIPHIBATIUCH HAPY)KY M OOpOJHCH 3a CBOE
cyliecTBoBaHre. EMy ObUIO CII0’KHO MOJaBUThH UX.

®oT0, KOTOPOE OHA €My Buepa IMpuciana, Obuio HeBeposTHBIM. TouHnee, oHa. OHa BhIIVIsIIEA
HEBEPOSITHO Ha HeM. B cBoOw ouepenp, OH MOCTaBUI 3TO (POTO Ha CBOM pabouuit CTON Ha
KOMITBIOTEpPE. DTO OBUIO TakK CTpaHHO, HO BYepa BeCh Beuep Mepkypuil mpocTo cujaen u
paccmarpuBai gotorpaduro JEBYIIKH, KOTOpas Tak MaryOHO Ha HEro Biusia. A BeJb OH U KYpUTh
HavyaJl TOJILKO H3-3a TOT0, YTO €My Ka3alloCh, YTO TakKuM 00pa3zoM Mepkypuii Onmxe K Heil.
CurapeTHbIl IbIM HaBEUBaJl €My MBICJIH 0 Hel. BooOie, kaxxeTcs, abCOIIOTHO BCE HABEUBAJIO EMY
MBICJIH O HEH, MOTOMY YTO HE MPOXOAMJIO U CEKYHIbI, YTOOB MepKypuii He BCTIOMHUI 0 Benepe.
3a ceMelHBIM Y)KHHOM, Ha Tape, BO BpeMs BCTpeud ¢ ApTypoM. ITO ObUTIO Tak O0€3yMHO, HO OH
JaXe W He MbITaJCAd NpeKparuTh 3TO. Kakercs, mapeHb COBCEM NOTEPSJ CBOM KOHTPOJb H
BJIIOOUJICSI B CAMY MBICIb O HEM.

B nocnennee BpeMsi oH uyBCTBOBaJ, OyATo M cama BeHepa nwia Ha koHTakT. [locne nByx qHei
nepenucok, Mepkypuit oOpesn Hafexay Ha B3auMHOCTb. [1oka 4To eMy ObLIO CJI0KHO ONpPEIECTUTh,
JPY3bsIMA OHU OBLTW WM YK€ YCTIETU MEPEUTH ITY YEPTY, HO €My OIPEJIEICHHO HPABUJIOCh TO, YTO
OHU UIYT HOTA B HOTY.

3BoHOK TenedoHa €ro HEMHOro Hamyrajl. Mepkypuil cpa3y K€ MOTYIIHJI CUTapeTy H,
BBIOPOCHUB B OKHO, 3aKpbUI ero. HempusiTHoe 4yBCTBO, OyATO €ro moManu Ha 4eM-TO, HO 3TO ObLI
BCETO JIMIIb 3BOHOK TeJedoHa.

YyBCTBO TPEBOKHOCTH HE MPOCTO TaK MPHUIUIO K HEMY. 3BOHOK MCXOIWJI C HOMEpPA MaTrepH.



OHa monpocuiia ero noabexarb K kabunety noktopa Ounpumka. [lapeHs coracuics U CoBCEM
3a0blI CIPOCUTH, KAKOBA 11€JIb ATOro Bu3uTa. K JOKTOpY BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH OH MPUXOAMJI OAVH B
NocJIeTHEE BPEMS U JIUIIb JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI B35ITh HOBYIO TOPLUIO YCIIOKOUTEIBHOTO.

Mepkypuii goctan my3bsIpek ¢ TabieTkamMu U3 KapmaHa Optok. Tam ObLIO €€ J0CTarouHo,
YTOOBI MPOXKUTH €1IE MAKCUMYM JIBE HEJIEIIH.

CoOpaBumch 3a HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, MapeHb B3sJ1 OCTABIIMECS KapMaHHbIE JACHBIM M CEJl Ha
aBToOYyC. Bo3ne nBepeil kabOuHeTa ero Aajid yKe 00a poauTers.

— YTo0 citydnniocs? — HEMHOTO 00E€CIIOKOEHHO CITPOCHIT OH.

— He 3Har, pokrtop OJpumK MO3BOHUII HAM M MONPOCUII NPUUTH BCEM, — CIOKOWHBIM
POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM OTBETHJI OTELL.

Korna onu Bonum B kaOWHET, TO Bpauy cpasy K€ IPeayoKuil UM NpucecTb. BuaHo, ero
poauTenan, COOCTBEHHO MaTh, ObLJIa caMa He Ha IIyTKY HallyraHa TeM, YTO JIOJKEH CKa3aTh JOKTOP.
Ho oHa Momia HachITUTBCA TOJIBKO CBOMMH JOTaJKaMH, KOTOPbIE HU K 4eMy He npuBoawin. Ho
Onpumx OyITO HAPOUYHO HE CHEIIMJI HAYMHATh Pa3roBOp, U MPEXKIE YeM HaYaTh MPEIIOKUI BCEM
BOJIBL.

— 3adeM BBl BbI3BaNIM HAc? — MepKypull IepBeIM Iepepe3an Ty HUTh, YTO YK€ HaTSHYIACh
70 npenena. Marb KMHYIa Ha HETO 3JI0i B3MIAN, HO, TEM HE MEHee, JaKe OHa B IIyOWHE AyIH
Obuta OjaromapHa ChIHY, 32 TO, YTO HEMHOTO COKpAaTHJI MPOLECC OXUIAHUS OTBETAa HA BOIMPOCHI,
KOTOPBIE 3aI0JIHAIHU €€ T'OJIOBY.

— S mymaro, mopa oTkazarbcsi OT TaOJIEeTOK, — HaKOHeI] ckaszan AokTop. U Torma Mepkypuro
CTaJo ICHO, IOYEMY OH TaK JOJITO TAHYI ¢ 3TUM. ETo Marh cpasy ke BcTasa, U yxe XoTeaa Obuio
BO3MYIIATHCS, KOTJA JULO €r0 OTIA TOXKE U3MEHMIIOCH OT SIBHOT'O HEJIOBOJIBCTBA.

— Muccuc u Mmuctep AHAEPCOH, ITPEXK/IEC YEM Bbl HAUHETE BO3PAXKaTh, 5 JOJDKEH HABECTH BaM
HECKOJIBKO apTYMEHTOB CBOETO PELICHUS.

Ha nune Mepkypust mosiBHIIACh JIMIIb YIBIOKA, KOTOpPasi cpa3y K€ McYe3sia ¢ €ro Juua, Korua
JOKTOp B3DISIHYJI Ha Hero. Ha MUT OH MOYYyBCTBOBaJl HEKYIO paJoCTh M OOJIETYeHHE, HO MapHIO
MPUIUIOCH TPUTBOPUTHCS, OYATO OH TMON JeHCTBUEM TabJIETOK, KOTOpbIe YTpoM MepKypuil Tak u
HE yCIeJl IPUHSATb.

— Buepa cayuuiicsd HENpUATHBIA WHIMIACHT C OOHOM M3 MOUX IAIMEHTOK. Y JEBYIIKH
CIIYYMJICS CEPJCYHBIN MTPUCTYII IOCEPEANHE HOUH.

— Kakoe oTHomeHue 3To umeer kK Mepkyputo? — nepeduiia ero Muccuc AHIEpPCOH.

— JleBylika nmpuHUMAaJIa 3TH K€ TaOJETKW, U OHU JAJIu HEraTHBHBIA pe3yiabrar. JTO Hall
NEpBBIM NMpoOMax, U g Obl HE XOTEJ UCIIOPTUTH CBOIO PEMyTAINI0 OKOHYaTenbHO. [loaToMy, cunTato,
yro MepKypuil JOJDKEH NPEeKparuTh MUTh TAOJIETKH, MOKa 3TO HE MPEBPaTUIOCh B €LIE ONUH
«HECYACTHBIN CIIy4yam».

Ha mur Bce 3amonuanu. Ponqurenu mapHs Moidanu, repeBaprBasi MOJIy4eHHYIO0 HH(OPMAIIHIO,
1 00JTyMbIBaJIM BO3MO>KHbBIE BAPUAHTHI U30€TaHUsI 3TOTO.

— Kak 30ByT 3Ty JIeBYIIKY? — HEOKHUIAHHO CIIPOCHI NAPEHD, BHOBb HAPYILIMB TUILHHY.

— 010 KOH(pUAeHMaNbHAs nH(opMaLus. Mbl He pa3rialaeM UMEeHa HallluX KIMEHTOB.

— Iloxamyiictra, — €ro cep/lle BBICTYKMBAJIO OCIICHBIE YAAPbI, XOTS, MOXET, 3TO
NIepEKNBAHUE OBLIIO HAIPACHBIM.

— Mepkypuiit! [lepectanb! — KpUKHYI OTEII.

— A ecTb M Kako-TO Apyroi mpemnapar, 4To MOr Obl IOMOYb? — CHOBA CIIPOCUJIA MHCCHUC
AHIEPCOH, KOTOpass HUKOTO HE CIyllajia MOCJIEAHUE HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT, a Komajaach B CBOEHU
rOJIOBE.



— Jlymaro, B BalleM ciiydae 3TO OyAeT Jake W3NuIHEe. Pe3ynsrar JOCTUTHYT, MO3TOMY Ha
BallleM MeCTe s ObI TIepecTall TPaBUTh MapHs TabJIeTKaMH U TI03BOIHII ObI €My TTOKUTh HOPMaJIbHOMN
AKU3HBIO. MOJIOAOCTh — 3TO 3aMEUarelIbHbIA INEPUON B KU3HU KaxXJIOro 4yesjosBeka. llepsas
BIIIOOJIEHHOCTb, TYCOBKHU C APY3biMH, — ONpUIK YIBIOHYIICS, HO, KOTJIa OH Moimain Ha cebe He
COBCEM JI00pO’KeJIaTeNIbHBIA B3IVISJ MaTepH, YIblOKa ero moHukiaa. — KM, koHe4yHo ke, yueba u
nJaHbl Ha Oynyiuee. be3 aToro Hukyna.

Emg€ HecKoabko MUHYT MUCCUC AHJEPCOH 00AyMbIBaJIa 3TO MPEAJIOKEHNE, HO BCE XKeE 3aTeM
HEYBEPEHHO CKa3aJia:

— JlagHo. TOnBKO, €CIM MBI BEpHEMCS K CTAapTy, TO MHE IUIEBaTh HA TO, KAKOBO MOCJIEACTBUE
TabneToK. daMuIHs PEBBIIIE BCETO.

3arem JKEHIMHA MOAHSUIACh C MECTa M, OOJbIlle HUYETO HE CKa3aB, HANPaBUJIACh K BBIXO.Y.
Mepkypuil ke em€ pa3 B3DIsiHYT Ha Oupumka. TOT JIMIIb ¢ COYYBCTBUEM MOCMOTPEN HA MapHS.
Tenepp BCE 3aBUCUT TOJNBKO OT HETO. BCE 3aBUCHUT OT TOro, Kak OH CBITPAET POJIb MOCITYIIHOTO
MaMHHOTO MAJIbYHUKA.

— Kak 30ByT 3Ty neBymky? — emg€ pa3 COpocuil NapeHb. J[OKTOp JIMIIb OTPUIATEIBHO
MOTHYJ TOJIOBOM.

— Moxert, pa3 yxX Mbl BCe BMECTe, TO 3aiJieM Kyda-HUOyIb MEpPEeKyCUThb. MepKypuil emg
HaBEPHSKA HE YCIEIl T0eCTh, — MPEITI0XKUI MUCTEP AHJIEPCOH.

— W, k ToMy ke, HaM elE eCTh, YTO OOCYIUTb.

Mepkypuit Monya coracuiics. EMy celiuac He ocTaBanoch Hu4uero Apyroro. OH yxke He
YyBCTBOBAJI TOM e MOABEIIEHHOCTH, YTO C YTpa, a HA00OPOT YYBCTBO TPEBONKHOCTH €KUM JIHIMOM
3amnajno €My B JIETKHE U MeIajio CBOOOJAHO JbIIIATD.

He Obu10 coMHeHHi, yTo OHM OTBeAaroT UMeHHO «Charlene». D10 H0OMMBIIN pecTopaH erc
pomutenel. MIMEHHO 31€Ch KOIa-TO, HABEPHOE, COTHIO JIET TOMY Has3al, €ro OTel CHeJall
npeoxenue marepu. MHTepecHo, yeM oHa ero 3aBoeBaja? CBOMM yMOM WM ke Kpacotoil? Ho
TOYHO HE XapaKTEepPOM, KOTOPHKI ObLI €/1Ba CHOCHBIM. BeHepa Oblia MoJHOM MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOCTHIO
muccuc Augepcon. He Oblia Takoil cTporoii, HaBepHOE, faxe €€ YepThl JIUIa ObLITN MATYE.

OnHu BeIOpanu CTONMK mocpeauHe 3ana. Kak pa3 Ttam, rie orpoMHas JIFOCTpa BUcCeNa MPsIMO
HaJl To10BOM. MIX cemMblo 371eCh 3HAN KaXblii paOOTHUK 3aBEJICHUS, a IOITOMY MBITAIUCH YTOIUTD,
kak Moru. OcoO0eHHO MHCCHUC AHJEPCOH, KOTOPOM 0053aTelIbHO HYXXKHO OBbUIO K YEMY-TO Jia
npusiparbesa. OnMHaXAbI U3-3a He€ Jaxke yBOJWIU opuiimanTKy. OT BOJHEHUS OHA MPOJIUja BOIy Ha
HOBOE IJIaThe KECHUWMHBI. 1 Kak BBITOBOpP — YBOJIbHEHHUE.

Muctep Aunepcon O0bi1 He Tak cTpor. [Ipuxons B pectopaH, y HETO ObUIa JIUIIb OHA 1EeTTh —
1moecThb. BCE, 4TO HE Kacaioch €1bl — 3TO IYCTSIK.

A Mepkypuio BooOmie Ob10 BcE paBHO. Kaxaplii pa3 oH 3akasbiBaj Oirofa MO METOAY
ciIydaifHOro BbIOOpa. UTO mepBoe momaaaioch €My B Iia3a, TO OH M 3akasbiBaj. [{yist Hero Bcs ena
OblJ1a HAa BKYC OJIMHAKOBOM, HO MOKET, TeTEPh JOJKHO YTO-TO U3MEHUTHCS.

Korna oHn caenanu cBOM 3akasbl, M 10 MOJYYEHHUS MX OCTABAJIOCh OKOJIO MOJIydaca, TO OHH
CUJIEJIN MOI4Ya, OYATO U HE CEMbs. XOTs, HABEpPHOE, OHU HUKOIZA U He ObUTH cembel. Y Mepkypus
€CTh MaTh, €CTh OTEIl, €CTh OpaThsi, HO HET ceMbU. CeMbHU y HETO OMPEICTCHHO HET.

— Aunp0epT ckazan, 4To y TeOs MOSBWIACH JEBYIIKA, — MHCCHC AHJEPCOH HapyIMia
TUIIMHY. MepKypuil B3IIsSIHYT Ha HEE B HEKOM 3amemiarenbcTBe. [leBymka? Torma oH omyctui
rOJIOBY, OyJITO MPUIIOMHUHAs, C 4ero Obl €ro OpaT MOT YTBEPK/JIaTh, YTO Y HETO €CTh JCBYIIKA.

Heynasmeecs ceumanmne. Koneuno xe. HaBepHoe, He cTtonsio roBopuTh AnbOepTy 0 Benepe.
MoskeT, OH HEMHOI'0 ¥ HE TaKOH, KaK POAUTENH, HO BCE K€ TOKE AHJIEPCOH.



— [a, aTo mpaBna, — oTBETHJI OH. MOXKET, U3-3a BpaHbs, HO EMY HPAaBUJIOCh, KAK 3ByYHUT 3TO.
Benepa — ero aeBymika. [lapensb ynbIOHyIICS TUI KpaeM T'y0, BCIIOMHUB O HEH.

— Ha xoro ona yuutcsi? — 3TO HallOMUHAJIO JIONPOC, BIPOYEM, KAK KayKIbIil pa3roBop C
MAaTEPBIO.

— MBI yunMcst BMECTE, — CHOBA COBpajl MepKypuii.

— ThI 1OKEH HAC TO3HAKOMUTH, — B MIPUKA3HOM TOHE MPOU3HECIA KECHIMHA.

OH 3amHyics OT HEXBATKU BO3/yxa B Jerkux. Ilocineqnee Bpemsi Mepkypuii 4yBCTBOBaJ ceos,
OynTO Karajcs Ha aMepUKaHCKUX ropkax. Ha caMmom jene, mapeHb HUKOTJa Ha HUX HE KaTaJicsl, HO
IMOYEMY-TO €MY Ka3aJIOCh, UTO OLIYIICHUS UMEHHO TaKue.

— He nmymaro, uto B Ommxkaiimiee Bpemsi moiyuntcs. Celiuac oHa paboTaeT HajJ HaydHBIM
poeKkToM, — MepKypuii Bc€ 0oJibIlie U OOJIbIIIE TOHYI BO CBOEH JKHM, HO TTOKa YTO €Tr0 3TO HUKAK
He Oecriokomsio. Celfyac 3TO €ro eIMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXO/.

— Xopoo. Ho kak TOJIbKO OHa 0CBOOOIUTCSI, Mbl OyZIeM paJibl TO3HAKOMUTHLCS C HEl.

Mepkypuii HeyBepeHHO YnbIOHYCs. J{a y:K, OHU OyIyT OU€Hb paJibl.

Korna npuneciu 3aka3, OHU BHOBb MOTPY3WIMCh KX/l B CBOM MbICIU. OHU ObUIH Yy:KUMHU
JPYT APYry U JIa’K€ HE MBITAJTUCh CKPBITh 3TO OT KOro-in0o. Bubpaius B kapmMaHe OprOK OTBIIEKJIa
napHs ot npuema munm. OH cTapajcs He3aMEeTHO JOCTarh Tele(OH W MOCMOTPETh COOOIICHUE.
Mepkypuii OmycTUJI TOJIOBY BHH3, KOTAAa 3aMETHJ, 4TO 00a pOAUTEIN HE OOpalarT Ha HEro
BHUMAaHUA.

«MoxeM BCTpeTuThes ceituac B ['alin mapke? — ApTyp»

— DM, g IyMar, MHE Y€ HYHO UATU. Y MOEro HalapHUKA MO MPOEKTY HEKUE CIIOKHOCTH
BO3HUKIIH, TIODTOMY. ..

— Koneuno, uau, — Bc€ enig, Oynro He oOpailiasi Ha HEro BHUMaHus, ckazan otell. Be€, uto
Kacajaoch yueOnbl, Bceraa cpadaThIBao.

OctaBuB cBOM NPUOOPHI U €1y HEJOEAEHHOM, MepKypuril MONPOIIAICS C POAUTEISIMUA U BBIILIEN
Y3 3aBEJICHUS.

«byny uepes AT MUHYT.» — OTBETHJI OH, KOT/Ia YK€ CeJl B aBTOOYC.

Jlox s He ObUI0, HO TIOTro/Ia OblIa CHIPOH, U HElb3sl ObUIO CKa3aTh HaBEPHSKA, UTO CETOIHS €ro
He Oymer. Cepble Jy)KU, B KOTOPBIX TOMWJIUCH YYXKHWE€ MEUTHl, U 4YE€Pe3 KOTOPHIE OTpa)kajach
PEaTbHOCTD.

OT OCTaHOBKH 10 ITapKa OH JOILEN 32 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT. APTYp YK€ KAl €T0.

— Ilpolinemca? — copocun napeHb, TONbKO yBUAEB Apyra. CeromHsi oH ObUT 0€3 MPEKHETrO
XOpOIIETO HACTPOCHU S, YTO MOIIIO CKPACUTh AK€ TAKOM PYTHHHBIA U CEPbIM JEHb, Kak 3TOT. OH
ObUT KAKUM-TO YCTABIIMM U TTOHUKIIM.

— UYro-TO ciydnsoch? — HE BIEpBble JIU MepKypHsi JEUCTBUTENBHO 3aMHTEPECOBAIIO
COCTOSIHHME €TO0 JIpyra.

— MHe ceroans 3BoHmIa Jltocu. B obiem, y BeHepbl HOUBIO CIyYUICS CepACYHBIN MPUCTYII.
D10 OBLIO BIIEpBBIC B €€ XU3HU. PaHbIle mpobieM ¢ cepiiiemM He Obuto. JItocu pacckasana, 4To 3TC
u3-3a TaOJETOK, KOTOpble OHAa MpUHUMaia. Thl ke BUJEN IIpambl Ha €€ pykax... Tak BOT,
JI0TaJIbIBAIOCh, YTO 3TO TE K€ TAaOJETKH, YTO MPUHUMACIIL U Thl, IO3TOMY... bpocaii 3To, Mapk.
Bcé Moo 3akoHYMTBCA U1 HEE ropa3lio Xy)KE, HO HUKTO HE 3aCTPAaXOBaH OT TOrO, YTO ThI
MOJKEIb CTaTh CIEAYIOLIMM.

Mepkypuiil 3amonuai. 3HauyuT, Benepa — Ta JeBynka, 0 KOTOpOil TOBOPUI AOKTOP OIpuk.
3Ha4UT, OHAa TOXXE MPUHUMANA ITU Ke TabmeTku. YacTUYHO 3TO MOIIO OOBSCHUTH €My €€
MPOXJIaJHOE OTHOUICHUE K HEMY B HaJale.



BHe3amHo B 00;1acTH Tpyau KOJABHYIO0. ITO ObUIa pe3Kas U ocTpas 00Jb, HO 3TO ObUTO CHOCHO.

— D, Tl MeHs BooOIe ciapmminb? Sl BooOIme-To o Tede mepexuBaro. K uépry, uTo Teoe
TOBOPAT TBOW POAUTEINIH, MEPECTaHb UX MUTh. SICHO? — ApTyp MOCTOSIHHO ToJIKalnm Mepkypus
JIOKTEM B OOK.

— 41 He Oyny npuHUMaTh OOJbIle 3T TaOJETKHU U 0e3 TOro. Ycmokoiics, noxanyiicra. Jlyuiie
CKaXu MHE, Kak TaM Benepa.

— Jlrocu ckaszama, 4yro BCE IJIOXO, HO €€ OCTaBUIM [0Ma, HAa3HAYMB KAKUE-TO JpYyrue
TabneTku. TOIBKO 3TU YK€ JIOJHKHBI IOMOYb. JTO BCE, UTO 51 MOTY TeO€ paccKas3arh.

— Xopo1o, crnacudo Ha 3TOM.

3areM OHM UM MoJ4a. ApTyp MoJI4aj, TaK Kak 3HaJI, YTO €ro JIPyry HaJl0 HEMHOTO IMOAYMaTh.
IIpocTo cocpenoTOUnTHCSH, OUMCTUTH CBOM Pa3yM OT U3JIUIIHUX MBICIECH.

— Cmacubo 3a 3a00Ty, — BHE3alHO Ipou3Hec Mepkypuid, OyITO BCIIOMHUB O YEM-TO
BaXHOM. U TO, 4TO OH cKazaj, ObUIO BaXKHBIM.

I'naBa 9. Save me

Ha »nekTpoHHBIX yacax BO3Jie €€ KpOBaTM HEOHOBO-CHMHUM LBETOM BbIcBeunBaercs 01:35.
Benepa Bcé emg¢ He coMmkHyna mia3. B rpyau yxe He HOpocTO MOKalbIBaeT, a dTa 00Jb
pacTArUBaETCs, CJIOBHO Hyra. [IpoXxoauT cKkBO3b BCE TEJIO TOHKOM HUTHIO, 3aJI€Bast KAXK/IYIO KIETKY.

JleBylika mpuBcTtana ¢ kKposaru. Jlexxarb Oosibiie HeT cuil. OHa MOTSHYIACh K IMadKe C
CUrapeTaMU, BBITAILIMB U3 HEE OIHY.

— Ilouemy He cnuIb? — COHHBIM T'OJIOCOM IMTpoU3Heca JIFocH, MPUCEB Ha KPAar0 KPOBATH.

— He cnurcda, — kparko orBeTusia Benepa. [leBylika 3akmia cUrapetry u BIOXHYJA JbIM, B
HaJIeXkJIE, YTO OH BBHITECHUT U3 €€ Tena 6osib. Ho oHa cTana nunis pe3ue. Yke 0e3 HapacTaHus, OHA
MPOCTO yrapuia €€, U JIEBYIKAa COrHynach nomnojaM. OT HEO0XUIAHHOCTU OHAa BCKpHKHYNa. boib
ObL1a TaKOM PE3KOM, €Ml CIIOBHO CTpesia momnaja npsiMo B cepile.

— Benepa, uto ¢ T060#1? — Jltocu cockoumiia ¢ kposaru. [lepBbIM J1€7I0M OHA BBIXBaTUJIA U3
PYK MOJIPYTU CUTAPETY, UTO MEJJICHHO TOpeIIa, 3aKaTasi MEXIy €€ MajbleB.

— Cepaue, — npoumnena Benepa, mpuceB Ha KOPTOYKH. DTa OOJb yXBaTWJIach CBOUMH
JIOBKUMU PYYOHKAMH 32 HEE M HE XOTeJa OTIYCKaTh. ITO ObUIO HEBHIHOCUMO.

— O boxe, — Jlrocu BeIOEkajia U3 KOMHAThI, YTOOBI 1T03Barh JkeitH. Ta pe3ko croxBaruiiach
C KpOBaTh, U MOCMOTPEB Ha HMCKa)XEHHOE OT OOJIM JIMIO JAEBYUIKH, Cpa3y ke HaOpajga HOMEp
noktopa Onpumxa. Benepa npocuiia mo3BOHUTh UMEHHO emy. 1 XoTs [[xeiiH COMHEBAJIACH B TOM,
YTO OH CMOXKET YeM-TO MOMOYb, BCE k€ HaOpaja UMEHHO €ro Homep. BpemeHu ajisg cropoB HE
OBLIO.

Uepes nsaTHaamard MUHYT JTOKTOp OJIpUK yxe ObLT Ha mopore ux kpaptupsl. [loka oH exai,
00Jb TO yCHUIMBaNach, WK k€ oTmyckana. CJIoXHO ObUIO HE 3aMETHTh, YTO €T0 BBITAIMINA W3
nocTtenu. Bojgockl B3EPOIeHbI, OUKU MEPEKOCHIINCH, Ofie’K1a Obula HeOpEeKHO HAKUHYTA Ha TEJO.
On nepeBoaui Jpixanue, koraa JxelH u JIrocu mbITanuch OOBICHUTH UM MPUYHHY, IO KOTOPOM
OHU MO3BOHWJIA €EMY TOCPEINHE HOYH.

— 1 Bcé moHsu1, ocTtaBalTech 37ech, — OH Opocun Jltocu cBo€ manero, a JI»keiiH B pyku
KUHYJ CBOU 1mapd.

Cser B KOMHare ObUT BCE eIl BBIKIIOUECH. BeHepa Jiekana Ha KpOBaTH M THUXO CTOHAIa OT
6omu. Jlerue He cTraHOBUIOCH. OJPHUIK BKITIOYHII CBET, 3aKPBUT 32 COOOHM XOpOIIO JBEPU U 3aTeM
MIpUCEN Ha CTYII Y KPOBaTH. DTO HAIOMHUHAJIO CLIEHY, r1e BeHepe mpucyxaanacek posib MOKOWHUKA,
a OnpuKy — CKOpOSIIEro.

— 51 He cTana TOBOPUTH UM, HO 3TO K€ M3-3a BalMX TA0JIETOK, — XPUILIO MPOU3HECHA OHA.



JleBylllka 3aKpbUla IMa3a M BBITYCTUJIA MPOTSLKHOM cTOH. KakeTrcs, 3Ta Ooyib BBITECHsUIa €€ W3
cobcTtBeHHOTO Tena. Ho oHa u He mymana crmaBaThesl.

— BB5I Bellb TOBOpUIIM MHE CaMU O MOCIEACTBUAX. Tak Beb? — JEByIIKa CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO
JaXe C HEKOW MPETAHHOCTHIO.

— Jla, TOMHIO, — C TPYCThIO MPOU3HEC OH.

Ounpux A0CTal U3 CBOEM CYMKH HOBBIM MY3bIPEK € TaOJIETKaMHU.

— D10 4 cepaua. bonap cHayana OyaTo 3aMOPO3UTCS, a MOTOM MCYE3HET. DTO YTO-TO BPOJE
AHTHUOKCHUJAHTA.

My>X4rHa BBIILIENT U3 KOMHAThl BCETO JIUIIL HA MUT, YTOOBI HONPOCUTH y JI’KEWH CTaKkaH BOJBIL.
OH ObUT yBEpEH, UTO OHA CTOsIa Yy ABEPEU U MOACTYIMBala, U OKa3ajics npas. JKeHIHEe XBaTHIIO
OyKBaJIbHO HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, YTOOBI MCIIOJHUTH €ro MpochOy. B3siB y Heé cTakaH, OH 3aKphLI
CHOBa JIBEpH, Ha ATOT pa3 eui Kpemye. 3areM AOCTall U3 My3bIpbKa TAOJETKY U Jlajl JEBYIIKE
3aMUTh €€.

Benepa HeMHOro mNpUMNOAHSIIACH M TENEPh HAXOAUJIACh B TOJIYCHUJAIIEM IOJOXKEHUH,
ONupascCh Ha CIIMHKY KPOBATH.

— C ceronHsImHero AHsA Thl HE Oynelllb MPUHUMATh 3TU TaOneTku. JlagHo? — OH penmi
OCTaThCS PSIIOM M YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO €11 CTAHET JIerye.

— Uto? Ho s Beap He cMory pOXUThH 0€3 HUX, — BO3MYIIEHHO MpousHecia Benepa, xorma
00J1b emI¢ CUIbHEEe BIIEMUIIACh CBOMMU KOTTSIMU B €€ MaJICHbKOE, TUIIEHHOE BCIKUX YYBCTB CEP/IIE.
Ho sta 6onpb 3actasisiia BeHepy 4yBCTBOBATb.

— Tb1 cMoxkenb. [TocMoTpu, — MyX4uuHa B3sJ1 €€ 3a pyKY, IPUJICPKUBAS 3 JIOKOTh. — Tl
BUJIMIIb 37I€Ch KpoBaBble paHbl? [IoTOMY UTO 4 371€Ch BUKY JIMIIb UX 3aCTHIBIIME CJICIBI.
— Koropele HaBcerna 31€Ch U OCTaHYTCS, — OHA BBIIEPHYIA CBOIO PYKy M CHpsSTalia IOA

0JIEAIIO.

— Yero Tb1 OonIbCS?

— 51 6orock mobuth. [loroMy uTO 3TO B JOOOM Ciydyae MpUUMHSET O0Nb. A g HE XOouy
YyBCTBOBATh €€, — €€ roJioc Aposkai, 00Jib MOHEMHOTY BbIITyCKaja CBOM KOI'TH U3 €€ cepa.

— YTO ThI UyBCTBYELIb cEYac?

— boub.

— C TabnetrkamMu win 0e3, Thl OyJielb YyBCTBOBATh €€. Tebe OT 3TOro HUKyAa He AeThCs. Thl
HE >KUB, €CIIM HE YyBCTBYELIb 00Jb. AOCOMIOTHO KaXKAbId YEJIOBEK Ha IUIaHeTe 3eMJIs YyBCTBYET
0onb. I Benepe™ 3Toro Toxe He n30exarh. Thl HE OOUIILCS JIFOOUTD, Thl OOUIILCS Pa304apOBaAThHCA,
pa3OUTHCS, OCTATHCS, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OJTHOM. . .

— Wnu e oka3aThbCs B CTEHAX MICUXUATPUUECKON O0TBHUIIBI, — JEBYIIKA Mepeduia ero.

— Hcropus TBOMX poauTesien — OIHA U3 MUUIMOHA APYTUX. Tl — HE TBOSI Marb. Thl — 3TO
Thl. U nunis Tebe BeIOMparh, Kak xuTh. Hukorga He cpaBHUBal, K 100py 3TO HE MPUBEIET. Y UYUChH
Ha CBOMX OIIMOKAaX.

bone ornyctuna e€. Crano ropaszio Jerye.

— He Ooiicsa uyyBcTBOBaTh. bolicst HE MOYYBCTBOBATH HUYETO.

OHa HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MOJYasia, TO JU 00QyMbIBasi ckazaHHoe OJIpUKEM, TO JIU MBITASICH
HaiiTu cebe HOBoe ompaBaaHue. Ho Bc€ Oe3pesynsraTHO, BCE €€ MBICIHM MYTAIUCh B OOJBINON
KJIyOOK.

— MmHe yxe nerde, cnacu0o, — JI€BYIIKa ofapuia ero ciaboi ymbiOkoi. HaBepHsika, oHa
rOBOpHJIA O CBOEM (PU3MYECKOM COCTOSIHUM, IIPU 3TOM MMeJia B BULy U COCTOSTHUE CBOEH JTyIIIH.

— S pan cablaTh 3TO, — OH YIBIOHYIICS €il B oTBeT. — lleil 3Tu TaOJeTKu B TE€UCHUE TPEX



JHEW W TOYYBCTBYElIb OOJEr4eHWe, — W CHOBAa 3Ta JBYCMBICIEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO MMOHUMAJIH
TOJIBKO OHHU JBOE.

— Cnacu60, — mpouienTaia OHa e pas.

Onpumx yien, npeaynpeaus JxeiH u Jlrocu, 4To ceiluac BeHepe HyX eH OTABIX U K HEH H¢
CTOUT celuac 3aXOAUTh. 3aT€M OH MOBTOPUIJI, YTO TAOJETKHU CIEayeT MPUHUMATh TPU AHS, HO HE
Oornpiie 1 He MeHblIe. bonk oOs3arenvHO yitaeT. JlkeliH moOnaronapuia ero u nposena. Jlrocu
3alllia B KOMHATY, 4YTOOBI BBIKJIFOUUTH CBET, KOT/Ia 3aMeTuiIa, 4To BeHepa yexaiia CnuHON K JBEpH.
Kak 1 o)xnpanocs, OHa moaymala, 4To Ta CIIUT, HO3TOMY BBIKJIIOUNB CBET, IOKUHYJIA KOMHATY.

Benepa He crtana. OHa nbITanach NpeaCTaBUTh, CMOXKET JIM CHOBA YTO-TO YyBCTBOBATH, TAK K€
Kak W paHbiine. Panee e€ dyBcTBa OBUTM OYE€HBH OCTPHIMU, HO WX IbUI yTHUX, KOTJa OHA Haydasa
npuHuMarb Tabnerku. UYrto, ecam TpuoOpeTs CBOM UYBCTBA, OHA TMOTEPSET CBOIO
pacCyIMTeNbHOCTh, XJIAJAHOKPOBHOCTH? YUTO, ecnu morepser ceda? Mnu HaoOOpOT BEpHETCS K
cTapoii ceoe.

JHu nipoxoauinu, a BeHepa He nogHUMalack ¢ rmocrenu. Ei He X0Tenoch €CTh, IUTh, U3peaKa
I1a3a 3aKpbIBAJIUCh, U OHA HAa HECKOJIBKO YacoB BHajayia B cOH. [[»keilH Hayana OECIIOKOUTHCS, YTO
BCE Havyanoch cHadana. W teneps, korga ONpHUIHK 3a0peTUI AT €M 3TH YCIIOKOUTENBHBIE, TO €€
y)Ke OyZIeT HUKaK HE CITacTH.

Ho depe3 HECKOJIbKO MHEW MBICIM JIEBYIIKH ObUIM YK€ HE Tak XaoTH4YHbL. OHa cMomia MX
PA3JIOKUTH MO MOJIOYKAM WU MPHUIYIIHUTH Ty, KOTOPBI HE JaBall €l moHadany ycHyTh. Cepaue
0oseTh nepectalno. MiHoraa mokaneiBasio, HO 3TO HE BBI3BIBAJIO Y HEE CHIILHOM O0IH.

Korna oHa oTkMHYNIa ofesiiio mpoyb, €€ oKyTan xonod. Korga oHa mogHsiiach ¢ KpOBarH, TO
rojIoBa HEMHOTO KPYXWJIach, IPUTPOHYBIIMCh HOraMH K 3emJie, BeHepa uyBcTBOBaja, Kak OHHU
nonkammBarTca. Ho kK cyacThio, XOMUTh OHA HE pa3dydwmiiachk. J(OMId Ha BarHBIX HOrax K KyxXHE,
JIEBYIIKA YJIOBHJIA 3aIlaX CBEXUX TOCTOB. HaBepHska, [[xelH e u nepeMasana U3 BKYCHEUIIMM
MaJIMHOBBIM BapEHBEM U YKE MMOCTABUIJIA YAUHUK.

— Mumnas, Tebe yxe mydine? — *KEHIIMHA yIUBHIACh, 3aMeTUB BeHepy, HO BCE ke B3siia cebs
B PYKHU.

— Jla, ropaszo mydiiie, — oHa ciabo yabIOHYNIach B OTBET U MOTSIHYIACh 32 TOCTOM.

— 1 mpuroTtoBuia Tebe 3aBTpak, HO MHE YK€ Nopa UATU Ha padory. JlaBail mobonTaem 3a
YKUHOM?

Benepa Boimisiena AeCTBUTENBHO Topa3no Jyuile. Ha e€ mekax BUIHENCS pyMsiHEl, T'yObl
OBUIM MOJIHBIMU U MPUOOPENIH PO30BOTO OTTEHKA, U IJ1a3a €€ TOKE BBITJIAIEIH 3J0OPOBbIMHU.

— Ilpupner ILlon?

— ... S em€ He 3Haro. S gaxe He OymMansa O TOM, YTOOBI MPUIIACUTH ero, — JlxkelH
3alyHatach M KpacHesa, CIOBHO BIIIOOJEHHBIM MOAPOCTOK, YTO TOBOPUT O CBOEM IapHE C
POIUTEIISIMH.

— Ecau oH coOupaercs )KeHUThCs Ha Tebe, TO MyCTh MPUXOIUT, — CKa3aja JeBYylIKa U, B3SIB C
co00¥1 elI€ HECKOJIBKO TOCTOB, MolUIa K cede B KOMHary. [[>keiiH ke mbITanach NOHSATh, BCEPhE3 JIU
TOBOPUT OHA WJIM %K€ 3TO CHOBA CapKasM.

BepHyBumche B KOMHary, JEBYIIKa BKJIOYMIa CBOM HOyTOyk. OHa 4dyBCTBOBajia JA€PUIUT
OOIIIeHMsI, YTO paHbllle el ObLI0O BOBCE HE TpHUCyIe. A ceiuac y He€ S3bIK YEIIeTCs, TOJIBKO ObI
MOTOBOPUTH C KEM-TO. XOTs, O/l KEM-TO MOXHO ObLIO UMETH B BUY TOJIbKO JItocH.

Kak Tonpko Benepa mosBuiack OHJAWH, TO 3alUla HAa CTpaHHLy cBoel momapyru. OHa, K
COKaJIeHWIo, Obl1a BHE ceTH. UM korma neBylika y)Ke XOoTesa BBIXOAUTH M3 CBOETO aKKayHTa, el
IIPUIIITO HOBOE YBEIOMIICHUE.



Mepkypuiit AHgepcoH: Tsl ceituac OHIalH?

Benepa Xosauaei: Ckopee 1a, 4em HET.

Mepkypuii Anaepcon: Tebe yxe nydiiie?

E€ cepaue cxxanoch, HO B 3TOT pa3 HE OT OOJIH.

Benepa Xoauneii: Te6e Jltocu pacckazana?

Mepkypuii Anaepcon: Aptyp, koTopomy pacckasana Jlrocu. Tak Tebe yxe myuie?

Benepa Xosmuaei: ['opa3go sydire.

Mepkypuii AHAepPCOH: MBI MOKEM BCTPETUTHCS ?

Omna 3aTania JIbIXaHue, eyatasi OTBET.

Benepa Xosnupneii: Korna?

Mepkypuii Anaepcon: [psimo ceituac. S Oymy xaaTh Te0s 3a HammM cTonukoM B Ctapbakce.
Jlaguo?

Ona ynbpIOHY1aCh, 0OpaTUB BHUMAHHE Ha CIOBE «HAILMM.

Benepa Xoaunaeii: JlagHo, st ckopo Oyny.

B kopuaope nBepb 3axionHynack. J>keiiH yiuia Ha padboty. BeHepa yxe J0cTarouHO XOpOIIo
Bblyunsia cBOIO T€Ti0. HaBepHsika, oHa He coOupanach BBITYCKaThb €€ M3 JoMa mocie OOJe3HH,
o3TOMY 3a0pana e€ kiroun ¢ coboil. Ho 3To Obuto cumikom npeackazyemo. Y BeHepsl XpaHUINCh
e OJIHU KJIIOUH, O CYIIECTBOBAHMUM KOTOPBIX /[>KEHH HE 3Haa.

Topomsich, neBylika BbITalmia U3 mKada cTapble HEMHOTO IMOTEPThIE HKUHCHI U Oeyro
cBOOONMHYIO OJy3KY. 3a OKHOM CBETHJIO COJIHIIE, HO BCE K€ OHa MpHUXBaTUia C coOOW engE u
JDKUHCOBYIO KypTKY. Korzma oHa BbIia U3 a0Ma, COJIHIIE 3acCENUIO €d Ia3a, HO, TEM HE MEHEE,
Ha yaulle ObUTO T0BOJIbHO-TaKU MPOXIIATHO.

[Ipubnmxkasice k CrapOakcy, BeHepa B okHe cpa3y ke 3ameruna Mepkypus. OH cuuen.
3alyMaBIIIMCh O 4eM-TO. BbUIO Tak HEMPUBBIYHO BCTPETUTHCS C HUM CHOBA, MOCJE TOrO, KaKk OHA
JaXKe He CBs3ajach C HUM TEpBasl MOCJe UX MEPBOro CBUIAAHUS. XOTS, 3TO JIa)XKe CBUJAAHUEM ObLIO
CJI0’KHO Ha3BaTh.

Korma neymika 3amuia BHyTpb, TO € B HO3JIPU yIapuil TaKOW TEIUIBIN U POIHOU apoMmar kode,
M3-32 KOTOPOr0 OHA Tak JiroOmiIa 3To Mecto. Kapamens, BaHWUIIb U KO()e — OCHOBHBIE DJIEMEHTHI,
YTO CKJIaAbIBATIN UJCATBHYIO TAPMOHUIO I €€ 0OOHSTEIBHBIX PEIETITOPOB.

— IIpuBer, — ona cena HanpotuB Hero. Korma oH yBuzaen €€, Ha €ro JMIE IOABUIACH
yIbIOKa.

— J1efCTBUTENBHO, BBINISIAUIIL TOPa3ao JIydlle.

— T'oBopumb Tak, OyaToO 3Haelb, Kak s BhIDIAAENA A0 3TOro, — JEBYIIKA YIBIOHYIAaCh B
OTBET.

— He Buen, HO 3aTO ceryac BUXKY, UTO BBITJISIUIIL Thl 3aME€YATEIbHO.

Mexay HUMH TTOBHCJIO MoT4aHue. OHU CMOTpPENU B IJ1a3a JIpyr ApYry BHUMATEIbHO U YTO-TO
qyBCTBOBaJIHU. UTO-TO, YTO MOKa YTO ObUIO UM HEU3BECTHO, HO TaK MPHUATHO. By/ITO OHM 3HAIOT JApyr
Ipyra O4€Hb JAaBHO, CJIOBHO HUX XU3HU CBA3BIBACT OJAHA HUTh. HEeT, HE HUTh — KpEIKasi BEpeBKa.
NMeHHO TaKOBO 3TO YYBCTBO.

— S cnenaro 3aka3. UTo Thl Oyzenis? — OH MEPBBIM MPEPBA 3TOT 3PUTEIbHBIA KOHTAKT, YTO
ObUT HAMHOT'O MHOTOCJIOBHEM, UeM KaK[Iblii KX pa3roBOP, YTO CIIy4aJICA.

— IIpocTo narre ¢ kapamenpro, — 0€3 IMOLUI, KaK U paHbIIEe, OTBETUIIA JIECBYIIKA.

CrycTs HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MepKypuil BepHYICS C JByMs cTakaHdumkamu kKode. Iloxoxe,
BeHnepa BbI3Basia y HEr0 3aBUCUMOCTH HE TOJIBKO K CUTrapeTam, HO U K Kode.

— ThI XOT€NT CO MHOM O YEM-TO MOTOBOPUTH? — BHE3AMHO CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA.



— He cTONBbKO MOTOBOPUTH, CKOJIBKO. .. S 3HAI0, UTO Thl HPUHHUMAJA TA0JIETKU. DTO BeJb OHU
MTOMOTJIM TBOMM IIpaMaMm 3aKUTh ObICTpee? — HEYBEPEHHO MPOrOBOPHUII MTAPEHb.

— CBopauuBaHHU€ KpPOBHM IOMOINIO MOMM IlpaMaM 3aXHUTh OBICTpee, — 3JI0 MPOroBOpuUiIa
oHa. — OT10 Tebe Toxe ckazana Jlrocu? OHa Tebe pacckazaja O TOM, YTO 51 ICHUXUYECKV
HEypaBHOBEILIEHHAs, YTO MPUHUMAaa Ta0JIETKH, YTOOBI 3arTyILIUTh CBOO 00JIb?

— Her, ner, — Mepkypuii ciabo ynblOHYICA. — J{en0 B TOM, 4TO s UX NPUHUMAIO TOXKE.

Tounee, npuauMan. Tsl Beab Tpoxoauiia jieueHue y Jokropa Onpumpxa?

Benepa BHUMATEILHO CMOTpEJIa Ha TIAPHSI, MBITASICh MTOHSTH, B YEM IOJIBOX.

— Jla, — Tenepsp B €€ roJI0ce NOABUINCH HOTKA HEYBEPEHHOCTH.

— Buaunb, em€ onHa Bellp, KOTOpas Hac cBsi3biBaeT. OH HaBepHsKa 3alpeTui Tede CHOBa
npuHUMarh Tabnetku. Kak m mHe. M 0e3 HHMX s 4YyBCTBYIO, OyITO HM3ydard MHUpP 3aHOBO. ThbI
MMOHUMAEIIb MEHSA? — OH MOJIYYHJ B OTBET YTBEPJUTENBHBIN KUBOK rojioBoi. — [loaTomy, nymato,
YTO MIEPBOE BPEMS HAM JIy4ylle JepxKarbca BMecTe. [[OMHUIIb, Tl TOBOPHIIA O TOM, YTO MBI JOJIKHBI
urparb Ha nyonuky nepen Jlrocu u Aptypom. Tak BoT, s mpeanarato Tebe Apy:xkOy. Ho mepen
IPY3bsIMU, KOTOpPBIE TaK CUJIbHO OINEKAIOTCSd HAaMU M TIEPEKUBAIOT, MBITAIOTCS BCEIUTh B HAC
UW3Hb, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Mbl IPUTBOPUMCS MTapoi. Tkl coriacHa?

JleByka ymMoJiKiIa. 9TO ObLI TAKOW JypalKuil JOrOBOP, HO BCE K€ B HEM OHA BHJIENIA CMBICIL.
I'maBHast ero 3amaya — 3TO B3auMomnomonlp. MoxeT, mociie Toro, kak Mepkypuii u BeHepa
OOBSBAT, UTO OHU Mapa, To Jlrocu u J>keitH He OyIyT OTHOCUTHCS K HEM, KaK K AYIIEBHO OOJILHOM,
MEPECTAHYT TMOCTOSAHHO XajeThb M omnekarb. OH HE JaBWJI Ha HEE, B CBOI OYEpPEIb, U TOXKE
3amonyai. U nuib, KOraa ux riiaza CHoBa BCTPETHIINCH, BeHepa nana eMy OTBET:

— Ibi1 victoria, ubi concordia.

*B 3TOM citydae, Kak IMJIaHeTa

** Tam moOea, Tae coriiacue

I'naBa 10. Come back to the start

Onu Haxanu Ha KHoNKY "play", v )KM3Hb BHOBb OTEKJIA CBOUM PYUYbEM.

Bparb okazanoch He Tak U CJIOXKHO. [[pUTBOPATHCS CHACTIMBBIM, KOTJIa COBEPIIEHHO HUYETO
HE YyBCTBYeIllb ObUIO ropasio clokHee. be3o Beskux IUIHUX BOMpocoB Jltocu cpa3zy ke moBepuiia
Benepe. Ona gaxe, kaxeTcsi, He ObUla yauBJieHa, OyATo K 3ToMy Bc€ U mwio. Ckopee aaxe cama
Benepa Obuia nmopakeHa Takoil peakiyu NoApYyru.

— A 410 y Te6s ¢ ApTypoM? — BAPYTr cpocuiia OJIOHAWHKA, KOTAA OHU MPOTYIUBAIUCH 10O
rOpony.

— A yto y Hac? — JeBylKa JIMIIb 3acMesjlach B OTBET. JTOT CMeX ObUT KaKUM-TO
HEECTECTBEHHBIM. — MBI BCETO JUIIb JIPY3bsl.

— TbI MHE Bpellb?

— BeHepa, y Hero ectb A€BylllKa, — pa3gpaX€HHO MNpou3Hecaa JItocu, OCTaHOBUBIIKCEH
MOCPEINHE YIULIBL

— W TBI Xouenb ObITH HA €€ MecTe? — He yHHMManach JIEBYIIKAa. DTO ObUIO Tak Ha HEE He
MOX0Xe, HO TeTEePh €l XOTEJIOCh TOBOPUTh, 0Y€Hb MHOTO TOBOPUT.

— bbu10 dydine, Koraa Tel MOT4ana, — oTBeTwia JIrocu u, yxe HaOupas CKOpoCTh, IBUHYIACH
BIIEPEI.

Benepa Huuero Oonblie el He orBeTua. OHa BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBAJIA 00JIb, UTO BHIPHIBAIACH U3
3aroueHud B €€ ayme. OHa Kpryasia yepe3 cTapble paMbl U MPOCHIIACH HA BOJIIO. BeHnepa moiyana.
B HEKOTOpBIX CUTYyalHsIX €i MPUXOAUIOCH MOJTYaTh U MIPUTBOPATHCS O€3pa3InyHOM, YTO 0Ka3aJI0Ch
HEMHOTO CJIOKHEE, YeM OHa MOrJIa ceOe Mpe/ICTaBUTh.



Ha paborte eii Bbienuin cBoe padbouee mecto. OHa MO3HAKOMHIACh C MUJIOW JIEBYIIKOM MO
uMmeHu Topu, koTopasi OblIa BechbMa pas3roBopuuBoi. Korma y HuUX ObUT mepephiB, TO OHAa MOIa
3aroBoputh BeHepy, uTo Ta Morvia 3a0bITh 000 BceM Ha cBeTe. TOJIbKO MOYEMY-TO JIEBYIIKA BCE €IIE
HE MOIJIa JOBEPSTH €i, MO3TOMY B pa3roBOpax 4acTO OTMAIYMBAIACH WM OTBEYala KOPOTKUMH
dbpazamu.

VY Benepsl Obul YCIOBHBIA KPYT, B LIEHTPE KOTOPOro CTOsia OHA. JeBylllka HapucoBajia ero
emé KOorja TOJIbKO Hadaia CBOM MOCEIIEHUS K NOKTopy Ouspumxka. biamke BCero Kk Hel CTOUT Marhb.
3arem JlxenH u Jlrocu, Ha ogHOM ypoBHE. VI cCOBCEM HEIAaBHO OHA HApHCOBAJIA €IIE U TOYKY IJIs
Mepxkypusi. Tonpko Kaxaplii JeHb BeHepa MeHs1a pacioioKeHUe ITOM TOUKHU, PUCYS €€ TO OJKe
K LEHTPY, TO JaJIbIIE.

Hes3upas Ha nporuBopeunss ¢ Jlrocu, OHa Havaja HAXOOUTh B KWU3HU WU IO3UTHUBHBIE
MoMeHThl. MHorma mocie pabotel Benepa BcTpeuanach ¢ MepkypueM, W oHU Tyasu. Ei
HPABUJIOCh CMOTPETh HA PO30BBIM 3aKaT U YyBCTBOBATh €r0 psiioM. OHU HE AEPKAIUCH 3a PYKH, HE
LEJIOBAJIKNCh, & MPOCTO CMOTPENIN BMecTe Ha 3akar. M el 3To HpaBuiochk. YyBCTBO O€CIEYHOCTH,
VIOTHOCTH, AYIIEBHOTO CIIOKOUCTBUS. Tak MpUsSTHO 4yBCTBOBATh UTO-TO, KpOMe OOJIH.

[Ipomen MecsI, 1 HEKasi MOCTOSIHHOCTh B )KHM3HU €€ pajoBajia. B TEeIuiblid anpebCKUil Bevep,
Benepa Bmecte ¢ Topu 3akpbIBali CajloH U MPOTYIUBAINACH TOPOAOM. TopH paccKkas3biBaja O 4eM-
TO, & OHA HE MOIJIa HE IyMaTh O IPEICTOSIIEH BCTpeue ¢ MepKkypuem.

IIpoiias BMecTe HECKOJIbKO KBAapTajoOB, JEBYLIKM Pa3sMUHYIHUCh. Mepkypui xaan €€ BO3je
Crapbakca. OHa yxe u mo3albuia, Korja B MOCJIEAHUN pa3 3axonuiia Ciofia, MOTOMY YTO NapeHb
BCEr/ia 3apaHee Opast Jyisi He€ CTaKaHYHUK ¢ Kode.

— Tebe He x0momHO? — CIPOCUJI OH, KOIJia YBUJIEN €€ B KOPOTKHUX JKMHCOBBIX IIOPTaX U
¢dyroonke.

— Het, — oHa ynbIOHYyNach, 3a0paB y HETO CBOM CTaKaHYUK C Kode.

Onu i cHavana mojiida. Ha ynuie HaunHano temHeTh. CerofHs COJIHIIE HAIWIIOCh KPACHOM
KPacKOM M, KaK TOJIHKO JIyHA BBIIIUIAa HA TOPU3OHT, 3aHMMasi CBO€ MECTO Ha HEOOCKIJIOHE, OHO IO K
HU3y. OHM HaIpaBISUIMCh K MOCTY, C KOTOPOTO HaOII0AaNu 3a MOrpyKeHueM coiHia B Tem3y. B
cebe OHa CKphIBaJia HE TOJIBKO €r0, HO U MHOTO JIPYTMX CEKPETOB.

— Kak npomen gens? — cripocusia JAeByIIKa, JOMUBas CBOe Kode.

— Xopo1o, — OH ynbIOHYACS. — Y Te0s?

— Toxe, — oHa ynbpIOHYIach B OTBET, U OHM CHOBA 3aMOJI4ajiv, Ha0MoAas 3a 3aKaTOM.

BHe3zanmHo Benepa modyBcTBOBajia NPUKOCHOBEHUE €ro pykd K cBoeu. Temno. Jleyiika
IepeBesia B3N] Ha HEro, KOrja €ro miaza BCE eme CICAWIM 3a MEIJIEHHO TOHYIIMM COJIHIIEM.
Jlerkast yxmMpUIKa UTpaia Ha €ro Jauie. BeHepa oToaBuHYyNa CBOKO PYKY.

— Kak 151 cripaBnsienbest? — crpocuiia ieBynika. OHa He ckaszana ¢ 4eM, HO 00a MOHSUTH APYyT
apyra 6e3 3TOro HemMayo BaKHOTO YTOYHEHHS.

— Iloka 4uto, HOpMa/IbHO. UyBCTBYIO JABICHUE U YTHETCHUE MOPOM, HO celyac s 4YyBCTBYIO
ce0s1 HOpMaJIbHO, — OH B3TJISIHYJ Ha HE€. — A TbI?

— Bcé ornnuHo.

N cuoBa monuanue. MHorga uM 000MM Kazajaoch, UTO MEXIY HUMU TaK MHOTO OOIIETO U UX
CUMIIaTHS B3aUMHas1, HO HEYBEPEHHOCTh 00OUX CTOUT, CIIOBHO CTEHA, U MEIIIAECT UM.

— Mowu ponuTenu mpumiamaT Teds Ha YKUH, — MepKypuii IepBbIM MpPepBal 3Ty TUIIMHY.
OH Tak J0JIr0 HE pemancs cKa3aTh 3TO U CEMYac YyBCTBOBAJI BOJHEHUE B 0XKUJIAaHUU €€ OTBETA.

— Korma? — HeMHoOro pe3ko orBeTwiia Benepa, HO B €€ rooce ToXke MPUCYTCTBOBAIN HOTKH
MepeKUBAHUS.



— 3aBTpa B IIECTb.

— Xopomo. A npuny.

Mepkypuii xoTen em€ cKa3arb O TOM, YTO COBPAJ CBOMM POIUTEJEH HA CUYET TOTO, KEM Ha
caMoM Jienie ecTh BeHepa, HO ceifuac He XOTell TOBOpUTH €l 00 3Tom. Ilapenb mpocTo ynblOHYICA
€U B OTBET.

Korma Mepkypuii mnpoBoxkan Benepy noMol, OH BCE K€ OTHal €U CBOKO KYPTKY.
[TonpoiaBumch, OHU pacCTAIMCh. JTO MPOIIAHUE MOIVIO OBITH 00Jie€ MHTHUMHBIM, €CJIM Obl OHa
MOIIEJIOBAJIa €r0 Ha MPOUIAHBE, WK K€ OH OOHSUI €€, HO JIUIIb CYXO€ «IOKa» O3HAMEHOBAJIO IS
HHUX KOHEI] UX BCTPEUH.

Jloma neBymika nepexycuia. JxelH npenynpenuina e€ 3apaHee, 4To 3aJEPKUTCSA Ha padore,
HO BeHnepa 3Haia, 4To 3TO 3HAYMUT JIUIIL TO, YTO OHA octaHeTcs y lllona. [lepeoneBumce B nnxamy,
OJIOHJMHKA OTKpbUIa CBOM HOYTOYK M Hanucana Jlrocu, XoTs Toi 1 He ObUIO B CETH.

Benepa Xoamaei: Mepkypuii NpuIiacuil MEHS Ha Y)KUH CO CBOMMH POIUTEISIMHU. 3aBTpa.
MHe HyX)Ha TBOS IOMOIIb.

3axJIonHyB HOYTOYK, OHa IMOCTaBWJIa €ro Ha CBOW pabouuii cTOJ, Jeria B KpoBaTh M JIOJTO
aymMana O 3aBTpAlllHEM JHE. bpUIo cTpamHO W JOBOJIBHO HENMpPUBBIYHO. HO OHaA JOMKHA C A3TUM
CIIPABUTHCH.

Ha cnenyronmii xe nenb BeHepa penmia caenarb caMoil JJisi ce0si 3TOT JEHb XOPOIIMM.
[ToTomy 4TO, KaKk IeHb HAYHETCA, TaK OH U 3akoHUMTCsA. OHa BKItouniaa Ajenb, Hajena QyTroonaKy
CO 3HAKOM XHIIIH U 0jieJia YIBIOKY Ha JIUIIO.

E#fi wpaBunocs paborarb. 3apabarbiBasi JIEHbBIM CBOMM TPYAOM, OOpeTaelb HEKYIO
HE3aBUCUMOCTh. Temepb 3TO TBOM JEHBIM M TOJbKO. He HYKHO OTYUTHIBATBCA 3a KAKIYIO
MOKYIIKY, XOTs JI>keiiH u 0e3 Toro HUKoraa He OblIa MpUAUPUYMBON. BoOOIIe HEMHOTO OTJIOXKHUTH U
MOXHO YK€ CHUMarh ce0e OTIENbHYI0 KBapTUpy. Bc€ Tak 3ameuarenbHO, HO € 3TO HE HYKHO.
Kaxercs, nesylika npoaoibkaeT Aenarb TO, YeM 3aHUManach €€ Marb. OHa BCcTaja Ha €€ MECTO,
3aHsUIA €ro.

Jlena nwmi mpocTo 3aMmedarenbHo. BeHepa na)ke He 3aMeTuiia, HO CETOMHsS OHa Obula Jaxe
HeMHoro 6osnee obmmTensHol ¢ Topu. [locnennuil kKIMeHT B €€ yrpeHHEW CMEHE U JIeBYIIKa OyfeT
CBOOOTHA.

Kenmnmua B cTporom 0OejioM KOCTIOME M 4€pHOM pydallke oXKujajda Ha CBOIO O4yepe]b Ha
auBaHuMKe. E€ BOJIOCH y KOpHEH yKe ObUTU CEJIbIMMU.

— Canurecs, noxanyiicra, — ckazana BeHnepa, nojaaepxupasi Ha JUIIE YIbIOKY.

Kennmna ocmoTpena €€ HeCKOJIBKO CKENTUYECKH, OT YEeTO y JACBYIIKH MPOOeKaIN MypallKu
1o koxe. Tenepp 3Ty ylIbIOKY NPUXOAUIOCH C TPYJOM HATSITHBATD.

— IlonpaBHsii MHE KOHYHUKH U MTOAKPACH BOJIOCHI B MEJOBBIN OTTEHOK, — MPUKA3HBIM TOHOM
CKasajia OHa, OTKPbIBAS KypHaJ.

— JlanHo, — HeyBepeHHO oTBeTHIa BeHepa u npuHsiack 3a poOoTy.

E€ pyku HEpBHO TPSICIUCH, HO €l MPUIINIOCH B3STh CE0sI B PyKH, UTOOBI HUYETO HE UCTIOPTHUT.
Takol c10XHOM KJIIMEHTKH €M elIE He IT0Naaa0Ch, HO IMJI0X0M ONBIT — A3TO TOXKE OIbIT.

— Thl HOBEHBKas, — YTBEPAUTENBHO CKa3aja >KEHIIMHA BHE3amHO, U BeHepa pactepsuiache,
aymMas OTBETUTh €l YTO-TO WM K€ 3To Oyner auumHuM. — CKoiapko TeOe jer? — moclie
HEOOJIBIION May3bl MPOJOJIKUIIA OHA.

— Mmue 19, - neBymika yneiOHymack. JKennmna ogapuiia €€ TOKE CBOCH TPYCTHOM YIBIOKOM.
OHa cmoTpena Ha HeE C HEKOM KaloCThlO, 3acTaBiisii BeHepy dyBCTBOBarh cebsi emie Oosee
HEYBEPEHHO.



— VYV T1ebs He ObUlO JeHer Ha OOydeHHWE B By3e? — BHE3AMHO COpPOCHUJIa OHA, BBHIOWB
OJIOHJIUHKY U3 KOJICH.

— Sl He xorena. [Jymaro, 3T0 HE TO, 4yero s xorena. K Tomy ke, s Xxoauna Ha KypChl. ..

— DOr1o0 epyHla, — XKEHIMHa mnepeduna e€. — B TBoeM Bo3pacte s TOXKe HE Moria
ONPEACTUTHCS C TEM, K€M 51 X0uy ObITh. 3a MEHS 3TO PEIIMIN POJAUTEIH.

YacTto Jroau, 4TO MPUXOAUIIM B CaJIOH MODIM CBOOOIHO BBITOBOPUTHCS a0COIIOTHO YYKOMY
4yeJ0BeKy. 11 HEKOTOPBIX 3TOT Pa3rOBOP O3HAYAN POBHBIM CUETOM IOXOJ C MCUXOJIOTY, TOTOMY
YTO CXE€Ma IOX0Kasi — Thl BHITOBOPUIILCS, @ T€OsI BHICIYIIMBAIOT, HO MPU 3TOM, Kak OOHYC, TeOe
CIenarT HOBYIO mpruuecky. OObIMHO 3TH pa3roBopbl BeHepa npomyckana MUMO yIIEH, JIUIIb KUBas
TOJIOBOM | YNbIOAsCh MUJIO B OTBET, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 dTOT Pa3roBOP CTAJ IS HE€ Jaxe B HEKOTOPOU
CTETIEHU HHTUMHBIM.

— U xem BBI cTanu? — BBIpBaiOCh Yy JAeBylKKM. OHa MocurTalia 3TOT BONPOC OECTAKTHBIM, HO
MoHsIa 00 3TOM, KOTJa Y>Ke IIPOU3Hecia BCIyX.

— TeM, keM MeHbIIle BCEero X0Tela CTaTh, — CHOBA 3Ta IPYyCTHAasl YJIbIOKA.

Benepa 3amoinuana. Teneps €if TOUHO JydIlie MOJTYaTh. DTOT Pa3roBOP MOJ00EH XOXKICHUIO MO
MHHHOMY TOJI0. bynydn He BechMa ynawinBO, JEBYIIKAa OYEHb PHUCKOBaja BCTarb MMEHHO Ha
6oMOy. XKennmHa ToXe Moydajia, paccMaTpuBas CBOHM >KypHal. Bumumo, oHa U Tak B30OJTHYIIA
HEMHOTO OOJIBIIIE, YEM CJIEIOBAJIO.

3akoHuuB padboTy, BeHepa caMo0BOJIBHO YIBIOHYTACK.

— Ja, y Tebs Hemnoxo 3TO mojy4yaeTca. Xopouas paboTa, — >KEHIIMHA TaK k€ HUCKPEHHE
YABIOHYIACh B OTBET. IJTa yibIOKa OblIa HEMHOTO CKYITOM, HO HCKPEHHEH.

— Cnacu6o.

— Her, uro 1. Criacubo Tebe, — XKeHIMHa OTJana JAeHbru. B3misiHyna Ha ce0si B 3epKalio
ené pa3 v YAbIOHYJIAaCh CBOEMY OTPaXXCHUIO. YIbIOKa 1uia ei ropa3ao OoJjblie, YeM ATa YCIOBHAs
CTPOTOCTb.

[TonoxuB neHBIU B Kaccy, MepeaaB CMEHY ApYyrou jaesyiike, Benepa Obiia cBobonHa. OHuU ¢
Topu cHOBa HUIM BMECTE 0 Pa3BWIMHBI U pasroBapuBajiu. Temepb U OJOHIWHKA MPUHHUMAJA
ydactue B pazroBope. OHH TOBOPHUJIM O CBOMX KJIMEHTAX U JIECJIWINCH UX UCTOPUSIMU JIPYT C IPYIOM,
CJIOBHO MEHSUTUCH (paHTHUKaMH.

Korpa xe onu pazonucs, To Benepa yckopuna cBoil mar. [IpuOnu3uBomch K 10My, OHA
OTKphUJIa ABEpPH CBOMM KitouoM. JlkeliH noMa HeT. Ho pa3yBumch M mpuOIM3UBIIMCH HEMHOIO
OJIM>Ke K CBOEH KOMHATE, OHA yCIbIana OTTya My3bIKy. MoxeT, yTpoM OHa 3a0buia BBIKJIIOUUTH?

OTKpBIB IBEpH, OHA YBUJIENIA PACKHUJIAHHBIE MO Bceil koMHare BenM. C 3aKpbITHIMU [JIa3aMH,
NpsIMO Ha €€ KpoBaru TaHleBaia JIrocu. JleBynka gake HE 3aMeTHiIa NPUCYTCTBUE 31€Ch BeHeEphI.
JInumb Korga My3bIKa BBIKJIKOYUIIACH, TO Ta OTKPhUIA I1a3a.

— Te1 BepHynace! A nymana, 4To yke HE HOXKIych, — JIFOCH CHpBITHYNIa C KPOBATH U 3a)Kajia
Benepy B 00bsThsIX. Kak panbire.

— Kak TbI 351€Ch OKa3anach? — C yAUBICHUEM CIPOCUIIA OJIOHIMHKA.

— S npunma ew€ yrpom. Mens J[xelH mycTuia, a 3areM nouvia Ha padoTy. 3aro 3a 3TO
BpeM4 s Halwla Te0e uaeaabHOe IIaThe.

BeHepa HeyBepeHHO B3IIsIHYIIA Ha MOAPYTY, KOTJa Ta Mokaszajga €l TO caMoe IUIaThe. 3arem,
OHa TMPOCTO XJomHyna cebs pykoil mo ylOy. Eciu oHa omeHeT ero, To BCE MOMAET KO IHY. DTO
YXKACHO.

I'naBa 11. Be mine just for one day

Hanpspbkenre Bo3pactalio B JOMe € KaXKJI0M MUHYTOM, C Ka)KIbIM CIIBUTOM CTPEJIKH YaCOB XOTS



Obl HA MUJIUCEKYHTY. MepKypHil CHOBAJI MO JIOMY, IBITAJICSl YCIIOKOUTh HEPBbL. MHOTAA 3aKphIBaICs
B KOMHAare 1, MOKa HUKTO €ro He BUICI, KypuJl. ITO HEMHOTO TToMoraino. Brpixas TabauHbIi IbIM,
napeHb cMoTpen Ha e€ ¢(oTo, 4To BCE emg CTOsUI0 Ha 3acTaBKe, M pacIUibiBayicsl B yinbiOke. OHa
HeBeposiTHa. Cynp0a okazanach 0JIarOCKJIIOHHOM K HEMY, MOJapUB BCTPEUY C HEH.

Bpemst mpubmmxkanock k mectd. Ero cepane crydano B TakT ¢ yacamMu. Crton yxe Obln
HakpbeIT. OH NEepeBONWJI B3NIAL OT OOHOTO POIUTENS K JIPYrOMY M IIBITAJCA BBIICHUTH HX
HacTpoeHue. Ho 3To ObUIO KpaliHE CJI0XXHO, TOTOMY UYTO 00a CUJEIU ¢ KaMEHHBIMH JIMIAMU U
oOCyXJaJIl TPOBEJCHHBIA JIEHb. Y Marepu ObUIM MOAKpaIleHbl BoJOChL. OObuHO Mepkypuil He
oOpamman BHHUMaHHS Ha TaKW€ MEJIOYH, HO CETOAHS IJisi HEro 3TO OBUIO 3HAKOM TOTO, 4TO,
BO3MO>HO, CErOJIHs Y HE€ BECbMa HEIIOX0€ HACTPOCHUE.

3BOHOK B JABepb. [lapeHb BCTpemeHyicsa, KOrjJa POOUTENH OCTAIUCh HENMOIBHXKHBL OHH
MPEKPATUIIA CBOM Pa3roBOP M JIMIIb CI0XKHUIU PYKU B OXKHUJIAHUU.

— 1 oTKporO, — CKa3zasl mapeHb W, NOJHABIIMCH C MECTa, nmodexan K asepu. EmE€ nomuaca
Ha3aJl OH mocjal K e€ noMy Takcu. HapepHoe, Obuio Jsiydinie, eciiu Obl Mepkypuit 3aien 3a Hei
nomoii. Her, em€ nmyuire, B3su1 y poauTelie MalllMHy U NpuBe3 Obl €€ Ha 3TOT Y)KHH, HO KOT/Ia OTell
MIOCTaBUJI €ro nepex caMuM (PAKTOM, YTO TAKCH YK€ BBI3BAJIM, TO ObUIO YK€ MO3AHO YTO-JIHOO
MEHSTb.

OTKpbIB JBEph, OH yBUIENA BeHepy, Ha nuIle KOTOpOW CBETHJIACH YIBIOKA. 3HAUUT, €€ 3TO
BOBCE HE 00HJe0 U He ockopOuio. OHa OblIa o7ieTa B JOBOJBHO MHJIOE YEPHOE IIJIaThe, KOTOPOe
yKpamaiu Oosblie Oelble poMallki, HaprcoBaHHbIe Ha HeM. CBepXy Ha HeW ObuUla HKUHCOBas
KYpTKa, MO3TOMY MPOMYCTUB JEBYIIKY B oM, Mepkypuil momor eil cHsaTh €€ ¢ cebs. E€ Bomochl
ObLTM COOpaHbI, a TyObl HaKpallleHbl TEMHOM (HoJIeTOBOM nmomaioil. BechMa HEOOBIYHO.

OH nomnenoBan €€ B IIEKY, YeTo He Aenan pasbiie. [lapeHb Oosiics e€ peakiuu Ha 3TO, HO B
oTBeT BeHepa b B3sa €ro 3a pyky, nepemnsena CBOM naiblbl BMecTe ¢ ero. OHM YIbIOHYIHCh
IPYr APYTY U TOJIBKO TOTAA MPOIUIX B 3aJl, TAE 32 CTOJIOM CUIEIN €TO POAUTEIH.

[Ipoitas BHYTpb, OHU celM 3a CTOJ. BeHepa mpopoikaia MHIIO YIbIOAThCs, B HaIEKIE,
IIPOU3BECTHU XOPOILLEE MEPBOE BIeUarieHUe. TOJBKO KOrga OHa YBUJENA 34 CTOJIOM JKEHIIMHY, C
KOTOpON y He€ CerogHs HEMHOTO 3aTAHYJCS Pa3roBOp B cajoHe, €€ yiIblOka moHukia. B ropie
IIEPECOXIIO, M OHA OTIIMJIA BOAY CO CTaKaHa, KOTOPBIMA CTOSUI IEPE] HEX.

— W kak ke Tebs 30Byr? — CIpocHia >KEHIIMHA C HENPUCYLMM €l JI0OONBITCTBOM.
Mepkypuii HEyBEpEHHO NEPENISIHYICSA C OTLOM, KOTOPBIN YK€ pa3JieblBall B CBOEH Tapelike phIOy,
HE OECITOKOSICh HU O YEM.

— BeHepa, — JaeBylka Kpenko C:kMMaja B PyKax BHJIKY M HOX, HO HE CIIEIIMJIA TPUMEHUTH
uX rmoka 4to. Pei0a, 4To nexkana y He€ Ha Tapeske, axjia HEMMOBEPHO BKYCHO, pa00Ta HECKOIbKUX
4acoB, MPOBEJACHHBIX Ha KyXHE, ObUla MOJHOCTBIO oOmpaBiaHa. BHemmuil Bua ObLT BecbMa
MAaHSIUM, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT BeHepe He XOTenoCh HU €CTh, HU MUTh, HU NMPUCYTCTBOBATH 3/1ECH
BoBce. JloM ObUI TakuMm OOJBIIMM, W XOTS 3IECh KWJIM JIIOAU, OH Kas3ajics MHpPOCTO MYyCTOU

KOpPOOKOIA.

— OueHb KpacuBoe ums, — MuccUC AHJepcoH ynblOHynach. Korjma oHa paspesana pbiOy
PE3KUMHU JABHKEHUSIMH HOXKa, TO JACBYIIIKE CHOBA CTAJIO HE 10 cebe. Y TpoM OHa €M Kazajach 0ojee
IPYKETOOHOM.

— Yem THI 3aHUMACIILCSA? — CIPOCHIIA JKEHIIMHA, OTpe3as en€ OIUH KYCOUYEeK OT PHIOBL
3ayeM OHa CIpalMBaET 3TO, €CIIU BCE PaBHO BCE 3HAET?

— 4 roBopun Tebe yxe. BeHepa yuutcs BMecTe co MHOM, — MepKypuid ycriesn BOBpeMs

ckazarb 3T10. He YCIICI OH TOJIBKO IPCAYIIPCAUTDH BeHepy 0 CBOCM BpAaHLE. I[CBYHJI(& IIEepeBCiIa Ha



HETO0 B3IVIS M cMOTpena ¢ nofo3peHueM. OH e CMOTpes Ha He€, Ula B €€ mia3ax MOAJIEepKKY, HO
e€ TaM He ObLIO.

— Ha camowm gene, ... — Hayana OJOHAMHKA, KOTJa TPOMKHII UCTEPUUYECKUN CMEX MHUCCHUC
AHJiepcoH mpepBall e€. ITo ObLIO MOX0XkKE Ha cymaciiecTBue. Panee ¢ Heil Takoro He ObLIO.

— IIpocTute, — OHa MOOHSIIACH 3-3a CTOJIA, MPOMOJDKas cMesaThea. — [lpoctute, BUOAUMO,
CEerofiHs s 3a0blia BBITUTH CBOIO MOPIIMIO, — M3 KapMaHa CBOU O€JIbIX KOCTIOMHBIX OpIOK >KEHIIMHA
J0CTalla MY3bIpEK C TalJeTKaMu M, HE CTECHSSICh CBOEM OeclHepeMOHHOCTH, BBIWJIA [IBE,
OIYCTOIIMB MOJHOCTBIO CBOM CTAKAH C BOAOM.

— IIpocture, Bc€ B nmopsiake? — crpocuna Benepa, coBcem pacrepsBumch. OHa cunTana, uTc
MMEHHO 10 €€ BUHE BCE MPOU30IIII0 MMEHHO TaK, U OTYACTHU ObLIa mpasa.

— XeneH, — MPOU3HEC MUCTEP AHJIEPCOH COBCEM THUXO, KOIZA €ro ’K€Ha ceja 3a CTOJI U,
MOJINEepEB TOJIOBY pyKaMHM *Jaja, Korja TadjaeTka HauHeT AeiicTBoBark. OHa MojHsIa najel BBepX
B 3HAaK TOTO, YTOOBI BCE MOMOJIYAIN U AAJI € HEMHOIO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI COOPATHCS C MBICIISIMHU.

BeHnepa co cTpaxoMm B m1azax cMoTpena Ha MepKypus, B HAIEKIE, UYTO OH HE pa3oyapoBajcCs B
Hell, He BUHUT €€ B 3TOM. UTOOBI YCIIOKOUTH JIEBYIIKY, OH B3sU1 €€ 32 PYKY M KpemnkKo cxai. Teruio.
Bcé ewg€ rermo.

— DTOH JeBylIKe CTOUT MOKUHYTh 3TOT JOM U OOJIbIIE HE MOSABISATHCSA B HEM, — CIIOKOHHBIM,
XOJIOIHBIM, KaK JIe3BHE HOXa, TOJIOCOM MPOU3HECTa MUCCUC AHJIEPCOH, OAHSB TOJI0BY. JTO ObLIa
MUHYTHasl c1a00CTh, UTO TENEPhb YAETYYUIIaCh, U HUKOMY HE CTOUJIO Obl BCMOMUHATH 00 ATOM.

— XeJeH, — CHOBa MATKUM TOJIOCOM Ipou3Hec MuUcTep AHIepcoH €€ uMs. OH B3s1 €€ 38
PYKY aKKypaTHO, HO OHa OBICTPO OTJEepHYJa €€ Ha3a]l.

— Moii ceiH He OygeT BCTpedarbcsli C JIEBYIIKOM, Yy KOTOPOW J1aX€ HET BBICIIErO
o0pa30oBaHMs, — HEMHOI'0 MOBBICKB I'0JIOC, TPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— 4 moOmto BeHnepy, Tak 4TO Bce TBOM CTapaHus HampacHbl. Mbl BcE€ paBHO Oyjem BMecTe! —
B Pa3roBOp BCTPsUT U MeEpKypHul, YTO MBITAICSA OTCTOATh HE TOJBKO CBOM NPaBa, HO U 3AIMTUTH
JICBYIIKY.

— 51, moxanyi1, noiy, — BeHnepa Bcrana u3-3a crona. HyBCTBO BUHBI BCE €IIE MPECIIEI0BAIIC
€€, HO ITOBEPHYTh BPEMSI Ha3aJ HE MOT Y€ HUKTO.

— He cTousio u BoBce NpUXOAUTh, — BCJIE CKa3alla MUCCHC AHIIEPCOH.

Benepa nouyBcTBOBasia, OyATO €l CTpesibHYIM B cnuHy. OHa OCTaHOBHWJIAch, BEPHYIACh 3a
CBOE MECTO W Temepb e€ miaza OjecTtesld He OT cTpaxa, a or OeccTpaums. KpoBb B €€ xuimax
Oypiuia, CIOBHO BoJa B reisepe.

— BblI He Ta, KeM BbI €CTh Ha CaMOM JieJie, X€eJIeH, — OHa MPOU3HecHa €€ UMS TakK, OyITO OHO
OBUTO SATOBUTHIM. — BBI HE MOKETEe KOHTPOJIUPOBATH BCE BOKPYT U CHIENaTh C )KM3HBIO CBOUX JIETEH
TO, YTO caenaiu B cBo€ Bpemsa ¢ Bamu. Gutta cavat lapidem®. Ho Bam ero He mpoOuTh, 3TO Bam
acHO? OH — 5To He TalJIeTKH, KOTOphIe Bbl 3aCTaBIsUIM €ro npuHumarsk! OH — JIUYHOCTb,
KOTOPYIO BbI MOJIaBJIsI€Te CBOEH (pamuiineit!

— Yto ThI 00 3TOM 3Haenb? JIBOpHSIKKA. ..

— S 3Haro ropazmo Oosiblile, 4YeM 3HAETE Bbl. Y HAC C BalllUM CBIHOM CEKPETOB HET, HO
CKOJIBKO € OH CKpbIBaeT OT Bac. Magna et veritas, et praevalebit™, - ckazana B 3akiroueHue
JCByIIKa W TIOMHSJIACh M3-3a CTOJAa W HaNpaBuiach K BbIXOMy. Mepkypuii ObUT HEMHOTO
00€eCKypaXK€H TaKOil CMEJNOCThI0, HO, C APYrOol CTOPOHBI, ObUI pajl, 4TO BCE pa3peumiaoch UMEHHO
TaK.

— Mepkypuii, Tbl HE TONUJEUIb 32 HEM, — CTPOTO CKa3ajla MUCCUC AHJIEPCOH MOCJE TOTO, KaK
IBEPH TPOMKO XJIOMHYIIA.



— Oumbaenbesi, — OH MOIHSUICS C MECTa W OBICTPBHIM IIIATOM TOXXE MOKUHYJI KOMHATy, a
3aTEM U JIOM.

Ha ynmune yxe ObUIO TEMHO M X0JlOIHO. B cymepkax oH y3Han €€ cuiydT U moalexan K
JEByILKE, B3sB €€ 3a pyky. OHa Kypuiia, TOHKasi CTpys JbIMa NMogHUManachk K Bepxy. K HeOy, Bcé
Oonvxke W OnM>ke, HO pa3BewBajach Ha MoJioBUHe nyru. E€ pyku npoxkanu, u kxorma Benepa
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa MPUKOCHOBEHHE €ro pPyKHM K CBOEH, TO cpady ke oOHsuia ero. Mepkypuii
YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK TOpsiuMe CIE3BI ¢ €€ MIEK OKa3bIBAIUCh HA ero Ppyroosike. OH mpuxan e€ Kk cede
Onrke. AKKYpaTHO B3sU1 U3 €€ PYK CUTApeTy U ClIeJall 3aTsKKY.

A 1mpambl CHOBA 3aKpUYalid, BBIITyCKas MPEKHIO 00Jb Ha Boito. OHa muiakasia, MOTOMY YT
CTpax CHOBa BbUIE3 HApPYXKy M BOIUJ HEKHO CBOMMH MallblIaMH Mepel cBoel O0Je3HEHHOU
XBaTKOW. BeHepa Blenuiach najablaMy B €ro Iiiedn U 00JIbHO CKUMadia.

— Tebe He cTOUT 00 3TOM OECTIOKOUTHCS, — MPOU3ZHEC MAPEHb COBCEM THUXO, HO CPEU ITOU

HEMOMN THUIIMHBI HaKE ITO Ka3aJoCbhb KPHUKOM. — Ona BCCTAa Obula Takol M YKC Bpsa JIU
HU3MCHHUTCA.
— 4 ne X0TCJa, — APOKallUM T'OJIOCOM CKa3aJjia ACBYIIKA. HOI[HHB CBOH I71a3a, OHA XOTCJia

BCTPETUTHCS C HUM B3TIsAgaMu. OH cTasl €€ HOBBIM JIEKAPCTBOM JUTsl YCIIOKOCHUS YT, €€ HOBBIMU
TaOJIETKAMH.

— 41 3Haro.

Mesxay ux TuiaMu pacCTOsTHUE ObUTO MEHbINe ArorMa. M Kaxk bl U3 HUX XOTeN U30aBUThHCS U
OT HEro, HE OCTaBHB COBCEM IMPOCTpPaHCTBA. J|OTPOHYTHCS M IOYYBCTBOBATh — TaKOE€ JUKOE
KeJTaHUE, UCXOIAIICE U3 TTyOMHBI UX MOTEPSIHHBIX AYIIL

— Mpbl Benp BCE emE apy3bsi? — HEYBEPEHHO NPOM3HECHA AEBYIIKA, MPEIOTBPATUB HX
cOmKeHue.

— Jla, — oH ynbIOHYICS, caenaB mar Ha3aja. — l[lonuu orciona, — Mepkypuii B3sin Benepy
3a pyKy 1 IOBEJ 32 COOO0M.

OHM UM B HEW3BECTHOM HAIIPABIICHUE MOHAYATY. 3aBOPAYMBAIIM HA KAXKJIOM MTOBOPOTE, UATH
npsMO OBUIO CIIMIIKOM CKY4YHO. YJIW4HBbIC ()OHAPU OCBEIIAIM UM BECh MyTh. [Ipoiiis HECKOIbKO
KBapTaJIOB, OHM pelmJid MOUTH K Tem3e, mocuaerb Ha €€ Oepery, 4ToObl CBOMM OBICTPHIM
TEUCHUEM OHa yHecJia BOCIIOMHHAHUS 00 3TOM JHE.

[To mopore oHM 3alUId B CyepMapKeT U Kynuju OyTHUIKY BUHA M TMAaYKy CUTapeT Ha JBOMX.
[Ipoiinsg k Oepery, OHU BIOXHYIU MPOXJIATHBIA BO3JYX, UTO ObLI Jak€ HEMHOTO BIa)KHOBar. Mx
JIETKUE TOKPBUINCh MAJIEHBKHUMM KamejlbKamMu, CTEKAIINMMU BHHU3. BeHepa paccrenuia CBOKO
KYPTKY Ha XOJIOJIHYIO TPaBy, XOTs a)Ke 4yepe3 TKaHb MOKHO OBLJIO MTOYYBCTBOBATH XOJIO/I.

Mepkypuio mpuIuioch 3a0exars B Onukaiimee kade, 4ToObl TaM UM OTKPBUIM OyTHUIKY BHHA.
Ot1o ObUIO Oe3yMHOU uaeei, HO cpaborano. B HeGombiom kade, rae ObUIO Tak TEIIO U YIOTHO,
HapylumMJCcs MOKOW, KOrja BHYTPh 3a0ekasl MmapeHb ¢ OyTbUIKOM BUHA. MepKypHIO MHPHIILIOCH
COBparh MOJIOJAOMY OapMEHy, YTO OH IMOALEIWI JICBYOHKY, U OyThUIKA BUHA CHIIPACT PEIIAIOIIYIO
poJib B TOM, UTOOBI OHa oTjaaiack emy. Ha camoM jene, y Hero Ha ymMe BOBCE HE ObUIO TPSI3HBIX
IIOMBICJIOB Ha c4eT BeHepsl.

Benepa nogsunynach, ocBoOOIMB MecTo U g Mepkypusa. CuaeTh Ha ChIpoil 3emiie ObLIO
OYEHb XOJIONHO U OIACHO IS 340p0Bbs. OHU MWK BUHO, COTPEBasACh. KpOBb B )KUJIaxX TEKJa KUBEE
IO/ BO3JEUCTBHUEM aJIKOTOJIA.

— OHa mpeT Te ke Ta0JIEeTKH, UTO U MbI? — CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIKA, CAEJaB IJI0TOK U3 OyTHUIKH.

— S ue 3Haro. S He BuAen paHsblle, YTOObI OHA MUJIa KaKWe-TO TaOJETKU. DTO MOTYT OBITE
MPOCTO TAaOJIETKHU OT JaBJICHMS, HEJJABHO OHA JKaJoBaJlach Ha HETO.



— MmHe odeHb xaib, — TOBTOpmIa BeHepa u, mepenaB OyThUIKY B PyKH TapHs, OHA
MOJIOKUJIA TOJIOBY €My Ha Tuiedo. BuHO BCkpykmiio roynoBy oboum. Benepa 3akpbiBajia rasza Ha
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJI M CUMTaia J0 JIECSITH, HaJlesACh, UTO TyMaH nepes e€ mazaMu He BOOOpakeHue,
a BCEro JUIb NPUPOAHOE sBIeHUWE. MepKypuil ke 4YyBCTBOBal BCE OoJiblliee KelaHue
MPUTPOHYTHCA K TY0aM JIEBYIIIKA W TTOYYBCTBOBAThH €€.

— Te1 korga-To obeman npountarsk MHE cTux. Crenail 3To ceifyac, — €€ royioa Jjexana Ha
ero miede. OH MOT YyBCTBOBATh €€ JbIXaHWE HA CBOEH KOXKE. DTOTO ObLUIO HEJIOCTATOYHO, HO B 3TOT
BEUEP OH MOT HACIAXIAThCSA U TAKOM MEJIOYBIO.

— O 4eMm ThI XOUelllb YCIBIIATH CTUX?

— O ueMm-TO mpekpacHoM, — BeHepa 3akpbulia MIa3a ¥ NPUTOTOBUIIACH CIIYIATh. TspKENo
B30XHYB, MepKypuii HadaiI:

— Cnoxotinoit Houn! Crin! f paccraroch ¢ TOOOH.

[lycTh anTenbl TeO€ HAaBEIOT CHOBUJICHBE.

Cnokoiinoit Houn! Criu! Jla oOperenis 3a0BeHbe!

U cepaiy ckopOHOMY >KEJIaHHBINA J1alllb TOKOM.

N nycTh 0T Ka)A0r0 MTHOBEHUS CO MHOU

TeOe 3aOMHUTCA XOTh CJIOBO, XOTh JIBUKEHBE,

Yrto0, 3a 4epToii uepTy, B CBOEM BOOOpaKEHbE

MeHs ThI BbI3BaJIa N3 TEMHOTBI HOUHOM !

Cnoxkoitno Houu! J[ali B rjaa3a TBOW B3IVISIHYTb,

B tBOE nU10... Henw3s? Thl cayr mo3BaTh roToBa’?

Cnoxkoitnou Houn! Jlal, s mouenyto rpy/p!

VBhI, 3acternyral.. O, He Oeru, J1Ba ciona!

TwI nBEph 3axnonHyia. .. CllokOMHOW HOYM CHOBA!

Cro pa3 menuy s: "Crnu", — 9T00 HE MOTJIa YCHYTH***,

*Kamst kaMeHb JOJI0UT.

**HeT HMYETO MPEBBIITe UCTUHBI, U OHA BOCTOP)KECTBYET

**% A Munkesud "CnokoiHoMH Houn"

I'naBa 12. Over again

OHM HE ayMaiu, 4To JIFOOWJIM, TOTOMY YTO HM OAWH W3 HUX HE 3HAJ, 4YTO TaKoe JIHOOOBb.
Mepkypuil He MOT MO3HaTh JIIOOBU B JOME, IJIe BCE CIEIYIOT CJIENbIM yKa3aM U3 IMPOIUIOro, 4To
pemaetr Oyayiiee KaxJoro, Kto poauicsa ¢ dhamunueit Anjaepcon. Benepa ke He Oblia yBepeHa,
mo0uan U e€ poauTenu Apyr apyra. MHade pa3Be Jr000Bb 3aKIIOYAECTCS B MPUYUHEHHE O0JIH?
Ecnu 11000Bb — 3TO TEpPHETH U KJAaTh, TO OHA HE XOUYET JIFOOUTb.

Mepkypuii criyckaics BHU3 B CTYACHUECKYIO CTOJIOBYIO, IZie €ro yxke xaan Apryp. I[lapens
CMOTpEJI 33 lyMUMBO BHU3, OTCUMTHIBAsA CBOM miaru. Bc€ Oonmmxke u 6muke. Bpems unet. Ceromus o
enE He BUelcs ¢ BeHepoil, He TOBOPUI C HEW, U Y HETO B TPYAM ILIEMHIIO BCE CHIIBHEE C KaXKIOM
MHUHYTOU. 3a OAWH JI€Hb MUMO HETO IMPOXOAWJIO COTHH JIMI[, HO HU OIHO W3 HUX HE OBLIO eMy
POJIHBIM.

Mepkypuii noHsu1, uTo BeHepa BbI3bIBa€T y HETO HE MPOCTO YYBCTBA, a YTO-TO J1aKe OOJIbIIEe.
Korma oHn cumenu psgoM, MpUKAcaMCh TOJBIMU PpYKaMH JIPYyr Apyra, OH 4yBcTBoBalI €€. Korma
BOJIMJI TTAJIBIIAaMU 1O €€ IpaMaM, OHM hcYe3aau. PS1oM ¢ Hell OH HaxoIuJI CIIOKOMCTBHE U 00peTas
nom. [Toromy uTo 10M TaMm, rae €CTh OHA.

— IlpuBet, — Mepkypuii cen 3a cTonuk K Aptypy. OHH YyYHIINCh B Pa3HBIX YHUBEPCUTETAX,
HO TOT YacTO MPHUXOAWJI UMEHHO CIO/Ia, YTOOBI TOTOBOPUTH CO CBOMM Apyrom. Kakum-To o6pazom



Mepkypuro ymaBanoch €ro Bceraa BbIcHymarb. OH HE MOT OMOYb APTYpPY JEIBbHBIM COBETOM,
MOTOMY YTO €T0 *HU3Hb ObLJIa TOPa3/0 CIOKHEE, HO OH BCETJAA CIYIIAJI €ro, U KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM
3TOTO OBLIO JOCTATOYHO.

Aptyp Hudero He oTBeTWI. OH MPOCTO MOJTYa BOAWJ BHJIKOW MO Tapelike, pa3MasbiBasl MIOPE,
1 OyATO ¥ HE 3aMeuall CBOETo Apyra.

— JlagHO, 4TO CIydMIIOCh? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICA NMAPEHD, KOTIA MTOHSIL, YTO BCE OYEHD IIIOXO.

— S moccopuiics cHoBa ¢ XJI0€H.

— Tl u panblilie ¢ Hel ccopuiics. [Ipodnema Beap HE B 3TOM, — MepKypuil B3su1 0aHOUKY €
KOJIOM y CBOETO Jpyra U OTHHII HEMHOTO.

— 4 moccopuics ¢ Heu u3-3a JItocu, — OH BbIAEPHYA Y MepKypusi CBOW HallMTOK U CHENA
IOTOK, TaK Kak B ropie nepecoxio. — Ceromns Oynet BeuepuHka y Tomaca, Kyna MbI UJIEM C
Xinoen. Ho s Tyna npuriacun eme u JIrocu, HO BCETo JIMIIb KaK apyra. ..

— TsI cymacmequmil, — MepKypuii pacCMesJICs EMY B JIMLIO.

— DTO TOBOpPHIIIL MHE Thl — YEJOBEK Ha TalleTKaX? — pacCcep>KEHHO €Ba HE MPOKpHUYall
Aptyp.

— Bo-niepBbIX, 1 y)K€e HE TPUHUMAIO TaOJIETKH, — MapeHb Hadasl 3aru0arh nanbibl. — Bo-
BTOPBIX, yV JIEBYIIIEK HE CYIIECTBYET IOHATHM MOHATHUS «pocTo noapyra». Jnsa Xmoum Jlrocn —
MMOTEHIIMAJIBHBIN Bpar.

— C Kakux mop Thl Ha4YaJl pa30oUparbcsi B 3TOM? — APTyp YAMBICHHO MPHUIIOAHSII OAHY
OpOBb.

— B nocnennee Bpems s ctai oco00 HabI0AaTeNIbHBIM, — MApEeHb MOTEP HOC.

— A tele mpocTo B AKU3HU HE XBaTaJlo JEBYIIKU. S| TeOe roBOpuMII, YTO MO3HAKOMITIO KOT/Ia-TO
C KEM-TO, U BOT, — APTYp OBITAICS CMEHUTh TEMY, HEMHOT'O OTBJI€YbCS OT CBOMX MPOOJIEM.

EmE HeMHOro mocuieB, OHM B3sUIM CBOM CYMKHU U BBIIUIA Ha ynully. JIETKAil BECEHHUN BETEP
JOHOCHUJI CIaJKWM 3amax I[BETOB, YTO MPOHUKAJ B BEHBI, MpeBpalias KpoBb U3 (ProIeTOBON B
HEKHO PO30BYIO BS3KYIO KUJIKOCTb. MepKypuil HE BIEpPBbBIE JU 3aAyMajICsi O TOM, YTO OH JIFOOUT
XKWU3Hb. EMy HpaBUTCS, KaK CBETUT COJIHLIE BECh JI€Hb, KAK PACIIOJIOKEHBI 3BE3IBI HOUBK. EMy
HpPABUTCS JEJaTh BEIM, KOTOPBIX OH paHbLIEe HE Jenajl — KypUTh, CMOTPETh YaCaMU Ha 3aCTABKY
MOHHMTOpPA ¥ YyBCTBOBATh C€0s CUACTIIMBLIM YEJIOBEKOM.

B ronoBe mapHs HavyaiM TNOSBIATHCS Oe3yMHble MbICIU. OHU BBICKAKMBAIM U3 €ro
MOJCO3HAHMUS, CJIOBHO KPOJIUKHU U3 CBOMX HOP, KOT/IA IO/ 36MJIEN CTAHOBUTCS HEBBIHOCUMO TECHO.
OH ayman o ToM, 4TOObl OpOCUTH yuyeOy B YHHUBEPCUTETE U MOJIaTh CBOM JOKYMEHTHI B KOJIJIEIXK.
Jns cebst Mepkypuii pemnmi, 4TO X04eT CTaTh yduTeJaeM JuTeparypbl. Ero miaBHOUW >KHM3HEHHON
LIEJIBIO CTAJO0 MPOBECTH KU3Hb BMecTe ¢ BeHnepout. IlocenuTsCsa B MaJI€HBKOM TOpOAKEe AHMINU,
TOJIbKO mogaibiie oT JIoHaoHa. 3a0BITh O MPOIUIOM M KUTh, HE OIIsAbIBasAch Hazad. Celuac sta
MeYTa KaXXeTCs EMY IPU3PAYHOU U HEAOCTUKUMOM, HO MEYTATh BE/Ib HUKTO HE 3alIpEeIlacT.

BepnyBumck aomoii, Mepkypuii mbITaics OeCIIyMHO MPOWUTH B CBOIO KOMHAry, YTOOBI
NepeosieThcsl M TaK K€ He3aMeTHO cOexarb. llocienHioo HeAeno mocie HEYIaBIIerocs
3HAKOMCTBa BEeHEephI C pOAUTEISIMA 3TO YK€ BOIIUIO B IPUBBIUKY.

3alii1 B CBOIO KOMHAary, OH yXe€ ObUIO 00paJoBajiCs, YTO OCTAJICSI HE3aMEUEHHBIM, HO B €0
KOMHATe Ha €r0 KPOBaTU YK€ CUJIENIa MaTh KaK pa3, oxkunad ero. OHa 3ayM4lMBO CMOTpEJIa B OJIHY
TOUYKY, HO KOTJIa ABEPh 3aXJIOMHY/IAach, TO OHA BbIIUIA U3 TpaHca. Mepkypui 3akatui miaza. OHa
IepeCceKyia ITpaHb, KOIJla HapylWja €ro JUYHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO M 3aluia B ero KomHary. llapens
XOTEJI YK€ YUTH, HO JKEHIIMHA 3aJeprKajia ero.

— Mepkypuii, 1 He HAME€peHa HAaYMHATh BOMHY, — CTPOTMM CTaJbHBIM FOJIOCOM IPOM3HECTA



OHa, MOJHSBIIMCH C MECTA.

— 51 He coOuparoch paccrtaBarbesi ¢ Benepoil, — OH cpa3y ke Hadall 3allMI@aThCs, KOraa
MHccUC AHIEPCOH €UIE Ja)Ke HE Hayajla HanaJeHHUs.

— S Tebs He mpoiiy 00 3TOM, — Ha €€ JIUIlIe MOSIBIIIACh SA0BUTas YiblOKa. — S mpunuia Tede
COOOIMTb, YTO CErOAHS MBI UJEM Y)KHMHATh BMECTE C CeMbel OHrenbC. Y HAac C HUMH HOBBIM
COBMECTHBIMN IIPOEKT, U ITOT YKUH 3aKPENUT HAIM APYKECKUE OTHOIIEHUS C OTOM CEMbEN.

— Moé npucyrcTBue TaM 0053aTeNbHO?

— V¥ HUX ecTb 104b TBOETO Bo3pacta. J[ymaro, y Bac OyIeT MHOTO OOIIMX TE€M JUIsl pa3roBopa,
IoKa MbI OyfieM 00CYXAaTh CBOM MPOEKT, — MepKypuii ¢ HeOTO0OpEeHHEM TTOCMOTPEIT Ha MaTh., —
51 e He 3acTaBIsAIO TEOs )KEHUTHCS HAa HEW, — OHA HEBHHHO TOXKaJia IieuyaMH.

— JlagHo, — yxKe Oojiee CIOKOMHBIM TOHOM OTBETHJI IMAapeHb, HE OOHAPYKUB B ITOM
HEBUHHOW MJI€€ HUKAKOW OMaCHOCTH.

— Tenedon s y T€06s1 BO3bMY, UTOOBI TBOM IJIAaHBI BAPYT PE3KO HE HAPYIIMIIMChH, — YKEHILMHA
JYKaBO YJIBIOHYJIACh, IPOTATUBAS PYKY.

— To1 MmHE He noBepsien? — Mepkypuid IpUunoIHsI1 oAHy OpoBb. [lapens noctan U3 kapmana
Tene(OoH U epKal ero B pykax, 4ToObl MOJPA3HUTh CBOKO MAaTh.

Bapyr e€ Horum momkocwnnck. Muccuc AHIEpCOH €ABa HE ymaja, HO BOBpEMs YcIena
orepeThcss Ha cTeHy. OHa ApaMaTWUYHO MOJIOXKHWJIAa PYKY Ha CepJlle M BblAaia OOJE3HBIA CTOH.
Mepkypuit ObUT yBEpEH, YTO 3TO BCETO JIMIIb UTpa HA MYOJIUKY, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, eMY MPHUIITIOCh
CHAThCS U OTAATH €l cBOM TenedoH, yCTynuB el modeay B 3ToM Ooe.

— CoOupaiicsi, CKOpO MNpUENET TaKCHU, — XPUIUIBIM MHOAACIbHBIM TOJOCOM IpPOU3HECTa
AKEHIMHA, BBIXO/I1 U3 KOMHATBHI.

[TapeHb HE MOT MOHSATH, YTO OHA MMeEJIA B BUJY, KOTJIa CKa3aja coOMparbCs eMy, HOTOMY YTO
NepeoaIeBaTbCsl OH He cobupaics. BMecTe 3TOro oH JHIIb Cpa3y K€ PEe3KUM JBH)KEHUEM KHUHYI
CBOU PIOK3aK Ha KPOBATh M BKIIFOUMJI CBOM KOMIIBIOTED.

MuHyTBl TSHYIUCH CIIOBHO cMoja. Korga mo Ty cTOpoHy ABepeil OoTer] cooOumis emy, 4To
TaKCH YK€ IpHUeXajio, KOMIBIOTEP TOJBKO BKJIIOUMIICS, U Ha 3aCTaBKe BBICBETUIIOCH €€ Goto. OH
y’Ke BKJIIOUMJI MKOHKY Opay3epa, Kor/a OTell 3alliel B KOMHATY M CKa3ajl MOTOPaIIuBaThCs.

— bykBanbHO MUHYTa, — NAPEHb YK€ BBOAMJI CBOW MapoJjib, YTOOBI 3alTH HA CBOIO CTPAHMUILY,
Kak BAPYT dKpaH norac. Mepkypuil IOBEpHYI rojoBy. Ero oTen cTosul ¢ MpoBOJOM B PyKax.

— MBI yxe omnasapiBaeM, — CKasajl OH.

Mepkypuil TUlb TSHKEIO0 B3JOXHYI, HO 0€3 JIUIIHUX CJIOB MOCIEI0BAN 32 OTIIOM.

Onu nmpuexanu B «Charlene». Mepkypuit 1 He 0KHJIajl, 4TO ITO OyIeT KaKOe-TO IPYroe MecTo.
Ero pomurenu noOMIM MOCTOSHCTBO M XOTENIHM, YTOOBI OH OBLI TakMM e, Kak oHH. Ho mapHto
HpaBUJIUCHh pa3Hble MecTa. [[ocTOSHCTBO OBbLIO CKy4dHBIM. JKHU3Hb CTAHOBUTCS CKYYHOM, KOTAa €€
OTPaHUYMBAIOT KAKUE-TO PAMKH.

Cembs U3 TPEX YETIOBEK Y)Ke cujiena 3a OOJIBIIMM CTOJIOM. AHIAEPCOHBI MUJIO YIBIOHYJIUCH UM,
NOKa3bIBasi CBOE HAWUTPAHHOE JApyxKentoOue, U TOJbko MepKypuil Jake He MbITalcs MOKa3arbCs
MWIbIM. OH XOTE€d CECTh BO3JI€ pOAUTENEH, YTOOBI CHOBAa OCTarbCsi B UX TEHU U HE CHUIBHO
BBIJIETISATHCS, HO €r0 MOCaUIIN BO3JIE€ JEBYOHKHU, YTO, BUIUMO, U ObUIa JOUEPBIO UX KOJLIET.

Eé nakauanHple 60TOKCOM T'yOBI PacIUIBUIACH B YABIOKE, KOTJa MapeHb cell psuoM. Boiock
JCBYIIKH BBIIVISIICNN CJIMIIKOM BBICYIICHHBIMHU, Y HUX OBLT HEECTECTBEHHBIA I[BET, KOTOPHIA HE
nenan e€ kpacuBee. Ho omera ona Owina Oosiee-meHee npuianyHo. E€ miarbe He ObLIO MOILIBIM,
XOTS HETLJIOXO MOTYEPKUBAIIO €€ (HOPMBIL.

— IIpuBer, Mepkypuii. [loMHUIIb MeHA? — €€ TOJOC 3By4al MPUTOPHO CIATKO, TAXKe



HEMHOTO HEECTECTBEHHO. byaTO €ro IUIaCTUYECKHME XHUPYPTH TOXKe mnopaenanu. IlapeHb
HEYBEPEHHO OCMaTpHUBall €€ JUI0, KOMasiCh B KaPTOTEKE MaMsATH, HO OyKBaJbHO B KaXKJIOW Marke
OH BHUJEJ TOJBKO MO Beneprl. KoTopoli OH Tak ¥ HE CKa3al O TOM, YTO CETrOIHS HE CMOXKET
BCTPETHUTH €€.

— 51 beranu. MpI B OHOM LIKOJI€ BMECTE YUUIIUCh, — OHA CMOTPEJIA HA HETO B YIIOP, KOIIa
OH BCE eI He MOT BCIOMHHUTbh. EJMHCTBEHHBIN 4Y€I0BEK, KOTOPOTO OH MOMHUJI CO IIKOJIBI, OBbLI
Aptyp. — S TeOs e npurnamana Ha BEITYCKHOM, HO Thl OTKa3aJjcsl.

— Jla, TouHo, — Mepkypuil yabIOHYIICS KPACIIKOM pTa, XOTs BCE €IIE HE MOT BCIIOMHUTH €€.

Bech Beuep UX pomMTeNd TOBOPUJIM PO BENM, KACAIOIMMECS MPOEKTa. beTaHW YyBIEUEHHO
pacckasbiBajia €My O CBOMX JOCTHXKEHUsIX. OH He MpOSIBISUT K HEM HUKAaKOro MHTEpeca, a 4achl
TSIHYJIUChb BEYHOCTb, HO MepKypuil mpOCTO MOJ4Ya KHWBAJI Ka)XIbl pa3, KOrjga AEBYIIKa Jeriaia
naysy.

[Iporen nepBbIi yac, BTOpo, Hadacs TpeTuil. CUIMKOHOBBIE TYObl beTaHu HE CMBIKAIUCH.
MepKypHIo XOTEJI0Ch 3aKPhITh CBOM YILIM, KOTOpBIE yXe 0osiesid 0T OeckoHeuHOoU OonToBHU. Korma
pOAMTENN YK€ 3aKaHYMBAJIM CBOKO Oecely, M MapeHb CMOI YIOBUTh HaMEK Ha TO, YTO Beudep
MOJIXOJIUJI K OKOHYAHUIO, TO Ha €ro JIMIE MOSBUIACH YK€ UCKPEHHSISI YIbIOKAa, OH YyBCTBOBAJ CEO0s
0oJiee 0KUBIICHHBIM.

— S pana Obina yBUIEThCS CHOBa. MOXeET, Kak-TO emig BcTpeTumcsi? — betanu ynbidanachk,
MOKa3bIBasi EMY CBOM OTOEJICHHBIE 3yObl.

— OO0s13arenbHO, — OH YIIBIOANICS B OTBET, KOTJIAa Ha caMOM JIejie HEe MOT JI0OXIarbCsl, KOra
CSZIET B TAKCH U 3a0epeT y MaTepu cBoM TesiedoH 1 Mo3BOHUT BeHepe, 4ToObl OOBICHUTHCS.

[Tapens OyKBaJIbHO 3alpPBITHYJI B MAIlMHY M KaK TOJBKO OHU JIBUHYJIMCh, TO OH HE MOOO0SIICS
cpa3y ke MONPOCHUTh Yy Marepu cBor TenedoH. OHa BEXKIMBO CKa3ala €My, YTO OHa OCTAaBHJIA €ro
noma. Eit Obu1o HEyIOoOHO, UTO €€ ChIH OOCYXK/IaeT HEKUE JIMYHBIC BEUM 3a Mpe/ieflaMu IoMa. XOTs
BOJUTEN0 ObUIO a0COMIOTHO BCE paBHO, HO MHUCCHC AHJNEPCOH CYHUTajla 3TO HEMOomo0aroiie
00CyX1aTh YTO-JIHMOO B OOIECTBEHHOM MECTE.

Korma onu BepHynuce nomoii, Mepkypuii cHOBa Havyas TpeOoBarh y Marepu CBOM TenedoH.
Cun He ocTaBanock. be30o BCAKMX CIIOPOB U TAYIBIX KOH(JIUKTOB OHA OT/Aajla €My MOOUIIbHBIN.

3amnepeBlIMCh B CBOEM KOMHAare, OH OBICTpO HaOpan e€ HOMEp M JKJajl, KOrja OHa IMpUMET
3BOHOK. HO B OTBET mapeHb MOT YCIBIIIATh TOJBKO TshKeNble Tyaku. Ero cepane OemeHo crydarno,
BBICTYKHMBAsl CyMacleAmii putM. Mepkypuil Habupasn e€ HoMep CHOBa M CHOBa, oKka BeHepa He
Hayvaja CKUJIbIBATh €r0 3BOHKMU.

BniepBrie OH TOYyBCTBOBAJ CTpax. ITO UYBCTBO HE OBUIO MPUSTHBIM, XOTS U OBLJIO HOBBIM JIJIS
Hero. Hacrana camas mopa yOoenuThCs, YTO YyBCTBA MOTYT OBITh M IIOXUMH W MPUHOCUTH OOJIb.
Mepkypuii Tak CTpeMHJICS K TOMY, 9TOOBI IIO9YBCTBOBATh, HO Ce€MYac K€ OH jKeyal n30aBUThCS OT
3TOrO OIMYCTOMIAIOIIETO YyBCTBA.

I'nasa 13. Stop it

[Torona 6su1a uynecHoil. ConHIle CBETUIIO, HAarpeBasi BepxHuil cioit 3emin. Ha nepeBbsix yxe
MOSIBJISUIUCh MAJICHBKHE JIMCThA, a TpaBa HauvMHala pacTu. JIOHIOH — BechbMa JOXKIJIMBBIA U
TYMaHHBIM TOPOJ, HO 3TO JUIb MU]KI [Jid TypucTtoB. ToT, kKTO *kuBET B JIOHJIOHE 3HAET, 4TO Ha
CaMOM JIeJie 3TOT TOpOJl MOXKET MEPETUBATHCS PA3HOIBETHBIMU Kpackamu. OOBIUHBINA K€ TYPUCT
HaJIeHeT Ha ce0s MILTI030pHBIC Cephle OYKH U OyJIeT BOCIIPUHUMATh BCE TAaKUM, KaK Ha KapTUHKE B
HNHTepHeTe WM KaK B IMIPU3PAYHBIX PACCKA3aX IPYCTHBIX IO3TOB.

Benepa nia Ha pa6oty. Eif HpaBUIIOCh TOCTOSTHCTBO, KOTOPOTO OHA JTOCTHUTIIA, U OECIIEYHOCTb.
E#i HpaBUIIOCH CMOTpETH Ha ce0sl B 3epKajie U BUJIETh YBEPEHHYIO B ce0e JEBYIKY, a HE OJIETHYIO



TE€Hb, KOTOPOH ObLIa paHbIIE.

Ceromns y Benepbl Obia BTOpass CMEHa, HO OHa YyBCTBOBaja ceOs yCTaBIled U HeE
BbICTIaBIIelicsl. BHe3anmHo B kapMaHe KUHC JIEBYIIKAa TOYYBCTBOBAJIA HEMPUATHYIO BUOpaiuio. OHa
npo cebs ynpiOHynach. Ho ynbiOka ncuesna, Kak TOJbKO Ha 9KpaHe BHICBETUIIOCH UMsI €€ TIOJIPYTH.

— Benepa, MHe Hy)XHa TBOSI MOMOIIb, — [103a0bIB O MPUBETCTBUH, JIocH cpa3y Havaia ¢
riaBHoro. Benepa 3akartuiia riasa, HO B TO K€ BpeMsl YJIbIOHYIIACh.

— 41 Te0st BHUMATENBHO CITYIIIALO.

— ApTyp IpUITIACWJI MEHS IIOWTH HA BEYEPUHKY OAHY. bl MOXKEIb MOUTH CO MHOW? —
’aJIOCTIMBBIM I0JIOCOM MPOU3HECHA JEBYIIKA.

— MeHs, KaXXeTcs, HEeT B CIIMUCKE MPUITIAIIEHHBIX, — ¢ UPOHUEH oTBeTHUIJIa OnoHAMHKA. — U
TeMm OoJsiee, MHE OUYEHB )KaJlb, HO CETOJIHSI BEUEPOM 51 HEMHOTO 3aHsTa.

— Ilpuxonute BMecte! B uem mpobnema? Benepa, s TeOs mpoimry. 31aeck ApTyp OyaeT co
CBOEH JIeBYIIKOM, eciu Obl OH ObUT OAMH, 1 Obl HE mpocwia TeOs O MOMOIIM, — IPOCKYIHIIA
JEBYIIKA.

— 4] He 3Ha10, — HOTKA COMHEHUs PO3BYyYaja B €€ royuoce.

— S roBopmIIa, UTO BBI JBOE camas 3aHyqHas napa B Mupe? Eciu HeT, TO B 1000M citydae s
3TO yxke ckazana! Tak uTo?

— Her, 1 ne cMmory. I[Ipoctn, — cka3zana Benepa u BbI3OB oOopBaics. Jlrocu cpazy xke
oTKJoumIIa TesnedoH. bionaunka 3Hana, 9yTo noapyra Oyner oOmxKarbCsi, HO 3Ta 00KUaa MPOUJIET,
Kak u Bce apyrue. [lotomy uto npyx0a mocTpoeHa Ha BEYHBIX B3JIETaX U MAJCHUSX, KaK U JIpyrue
Jr00bIE OTHOIIICHHUSI.

[Ipuas Ha padoty, Benepa 3a0buia 0 cBO€i COHIMBOCTH M BMECTO 3TOT0O TENEPh BCE €€ MBICIH
ObUIM 3aHATHI pa3roBopoM ¢ Jlrocu. CoBecTh U3-10A MIYOMHBI €r0 MOJCO3HAHUS KpUJasla Ha Heg.
I'onoca 3anonHuIM €€ rojgoBy, OHU JIETAIU XaOTUYHO, CBOJS €€ C yma.

Benepa ne O6bl1a cocpenoTodeHa Ha paboTe, HO HaTAHYTas yIbIOKa TOMOTIIA MEPEXKUTH e el
onuH JeHb. OHa MpomycKaga MUMO YITieH MyCTyI0 OOJITOBHIO KJIMEHTOK, YTO TOJBKO U JKaJIOBAJIUCH
Ha 4TO-TO. CIIOBHO pO0OOT, IEBYIIKA TPOCTO MEXaHUYHO BBINOJIHSIIA CBOIO PadoTYy.

Topu ceromus ObuUla CIMIIKOM HaAoeIMBOM. OHa MbITAIach JOKONAThCS K JAEBYIIKE, y3HATh
pU4uHy €€ rpyctu. B nocinennue nHu BeHepa ka3zanach €l TakOM O0XKUBJIEHHOM, TAKOM BECEJIOH,
UTPHUBOM, a CETOHS OHA CHOBA, KaK U B NIEPBbIE JIHU, BBITTISAUT 037100JIEHHON HAa BECH MUP.

Bpewmst mpoxonuiio 3a paboToit 0cobo ObicTpo. OOCHyXKHB MOCIEIHEr0 KiueHTa, Benepa ¢
oOJyieryeHreM BbIIOXHYNA. [[eBylllKka MII0XHYIACh Ha MATKUN JUBAHUYUK, I71€ OOBIYHO CHUJIST TOJBKO
MOCETUTEIIN, HO KOTJa MX HET, OHA MOTJIa U caMa YCTPOUTHCS 3/1eCh MOYI00HEH.

[Toxka Topu yOupanach, Benepa moctana cBoit Tenedon. OqHo HoBoe coobOmeHue. JleByika
Obuta yBEepeHa, 4To OHO OT JItocu u OyAeT B BUIE Yrpo3bl, KOTOpas HUKOIJA HE BOIIOTUTCS B
*u3HU. Ho k e€ ynuBieHuto 3To Obuio coolmieHne ot Mepkypus.

«MBI ceroiHsl He CMOXEM BCTPETUTHCA. Y MEHs €CTh 00JIee BaXKHBIE JIeJIa.»

«JlagHo, TOTHA A MPOTYIAOCH ¢ JIFOCKM» — Ccpa3y ke OTBETUJIA OHA.

«Jlenaii, yTo xouennb. MHE TUIEBATH.»

[IpounTaB OTBET, neBylIKa OYYBCTBOBajla BHYTpEHHEe O€CIOKOWCTBO. BHyTpu 4TO-TO
HEIPUATHO KOJBHYIIO, B 3TOT pa3 3To ObUIO HE ceplle, XoTs jydiie Obl ObU10 oHO. Benepa cBena
OpoBH, IepeUYNTHIBas COOOIIEHNE CHOBA U cHOBa. Korja ona HaOparna ero HoMep, YTOObI MPOSICHUTH
BCE, TO OH IPOCTO CKHUBIBAJI €€ 3BOHKHU.

B xonie koH110B, Benepa nbitanach yCOKOUThH ce€0si TEM, YTO OHHM BCETrO JIUIIb IPY3bs YT
st npyra. OH HUYETO €l HE JOJDKEH, 4 OHA EMY, [IOTOMY YTO Ha CaAMOM JIEJIE OHU JPY3bsl.



— Jpy3ps, — MOBTOpsUIa JAEBYIIKA PO ceOsi, YTOOBI HE COMTU C yMa, U HE JIaTh YyBCTBAM
BOJIIO Haja co0oi. Benp Tak jerko BBIATH W3-T10 KOHTPOJIS M TaK TSDKEIO MPUBECTH MTOTOM BCE B
MOPSAIOK.

— Mpe1 Mmoxkem uaru, — Topu oTBnekna Benepy. Ta mogHsia BBEpX CBOM CTEKJISIHHBIE TIa3a
1, K&KETCS, TaKE HE TIOHSUIA, YTO €M CKAa3aJIM TOJIBKO 4TO.

— IIpoctn? — Benepa mouyyBcTBOBaja, Kak Mo €€ IIEKe Mpodexkana CIe3WHKa U cpaszy
BbITEpJIa €€, moKa Topu He ycresna 3aMETUTb.

— loBopro, mouuin, — Topu yxke mogOpachiBajia BBEpX KJIIOYM M JIOBWJIA WX, MPU ITOM
CMESCh.

— Jla, koHeYHO, — OJIOHAMHKA BBIaBUIIA U3 ceOs yabIOKY U BCTajla ¢ MecTa.

Korna e€ nHanapHuiia 3akpbiBajia ABEpU cajioHa Ha K04, Benepa nucana coobmenue Jlrocu.

«Ceroaus s ceobonHa. Berperumces Bosne CrapOakca.)»

Ha e€ nuue He Obulo HU YIBIOKM, a Ha Ayile He ObUIo obsieryeHus. OHa Moria Obl TPOCTO
STUM BEUEPOM 3aKPBITHCS B CBOCM KOMHATE U YMTAaTh YUEOHUK IO JIATBIHU, U3y4asi HOBbIE (pa3bl,
HO Benepa 3Hana, 4To HE CMOXKET AyMaTh 0 4eM-JIM00, KpoMe Kak 0 HeM. Eif Hy)kKHO ObUIO 3a0UTh
CBOIO TOJIOBY UEM-TO JIPYTUM Ha 3TOT BEYED.

Benepa nmonpomanacs ¢ Topu y pa3BUiIKy, a 3aT€M TOIIDIa Ha aBTOOYCHYIO OCTaHOBKY. CIycTsI
NATHAAIATh MUHYT JIeBYIIKa yke Obuta Bosne CrapOakca. [lom HEOHOBBIM CBETOB SIPKOM BBIBECKHU
oHa 3ameTtuia JIxocu, 4To TOJBKO U MOIJISIBIBAJIA HA Yachl, HEPBHO JIOMAsl MaJbLIbL.

— IlpuBer, — OJIOHJIMHKA HATSHYJA HA JIMIE YIBIOKY, KOTJa MOJOILIAa Y)Ke OJIMKe K CBOEH
nonpyre. OHa ObUTa 0ofIeTa B KOPOTKOE UE€pHOE TIarhe. XOTs OHO OBbUIO C JNIMHHBIMU PYKaBaMH, HO
CIMHa ObLIa MOJHOCTHIO OTKPBITA, TO3TOMY JIEBYIIKA JIpOKajia OT X0JIO/a.

— O, MuiIas, Thl Kak-TO CIUIIKOM ObICTpO. Thl Moria Obl MPUNUTH €€ W TOrda, Korda s
MPEBpPAIIyCh B COCYIbKY, — 3JI0 TPOroBOpuia OproHeTKa. J[JTMHHBIE cepbry OPSI3THYIIM yAapsisich O
€€ MmJeuu.

— IlpocTu. Mexay mpoduM ThI JOJKHA OBITH OaronapHa, 4yTo s BOOOIE Coriacuiiach MONTH
¢ ToOol, — Benepa npunoaHsisia 6poBU U 0XKKJlaja Ha ciIoBa OJarogapeHus.

— Ham aBroOyc, — xpuknyna JIrocu u, CXBaTUB MOAPYTY 3a PYyKy, MoTammia 3a coooil. Ha
OopIMX Kabiykax oHa Oekalia JOBOJBbHO CMEIIHO U HE OY€Hb ObICTPO, M0o3TOMY BeHnepa nepBoii
3a0exana B aBTOOYC, BEKJIMBO MOMPOCUB BOAUTENSA, YTOOBI TOT HEMHOTO Moaoxjan. laxe ero
1103a0aBHJI 3TOT HEJIETbIN O€T.

— Tsl mopyrasace ¢ MepkypueM? — cropocujia OprOHETKa, KOTJla OHU YK€ CHUJEIU B
aBroOyce. OrHu OOJBIIOrO TOpOJAa IUIBUIM TNEpe] [a3aMH, CIUIOIMHON CBETOBOM IOJOCOM
MPOJIETATN MUMO.

— OH npocTO CErofgHss HEMHOTO 3aHST, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJIA AEBYIIKA, HE OTPbhIBAs IIa3 OT
OKHa.

Jlanpinie oHu exanu mMoJiya. JIrocu moHuMasa, 4To B TaKue MOMEHTHI JII0ObIE COBETHI JIUIIHHUE,
u ceituac Benepa OyzeT BoClipuHUMATh BCE BO IITHIKH.

— Thl gaxe He mepeopeBanach? — OHA pelMia MEPEBECTH TEMY, ONMYCTHUB Pa3rOBOPHI O
JUYHOM, HHTUMHOM.

— MHe cromno HaJaeTh CBOE IMHHOE TEMHO-CHHEE IUIaTh€ C BBITYCKHOIO BeYepa
CIeHaIbHO Ha ATy BEUEPUHKY? — C Kariel HpoHUU crpocuiia oionauaka. — U tem Oosnee, s He
coOMparoCh HUKOTO TaM O4YapOBBIBATh, — JAEBYIIIKA MMOJMUTHYJIA, TOJIKHYB IMOJIPYTY B OOK.

Benepa dyBcTBOBasa ceOst HEMHOTO JIydllle, HO BCE K€ Y He€ YecalMCh PyKH, YTOOBI em€ pa3
MMO3BOHUTHh MEpPKYpHIO U MOTOBOPUTH C HUM, YCIBIIIATH €ro rojoc... Ho ceiiuac e€ mepenosHsia



obuna. CoOCTBEHHBIN ATOU3M AYIIMII €€, CXBATHB KPETIKO 3a IS0 U BBIIABINUBAs U3 HEE MOCIeTHIE
KaIlUIU Y€JI0BEYHOCTH.

OHM BBIIUIM HA TOCIEIHEW OCTaHOBKE. BomuTenp urpuBo moaMurHyn Jlrocu, HO Ta JUIIb
nokaszajia eMy s3bIKk B OTBET. [loMMMO 3TOT0 A€BylIKaM MPUIILIOCH €IIE JBa KBapTaja J0OHparbCs
710 TOTO CaMOro J0Ma, A€ JOJDKHA MPOXOJAUTh BEYEPUHKA.

— ApTyp HE MOr MOABE3TH Hac? — BO3MYIIEHHO crnpocwia Benepa. Xots, Jlrocu ObuIO
ropaszio TsbKejee UJITH Ha CBouX Kabmykax. Kaxercs, Tenepb HUKOMY HE HyHa ObUla BEYEPUHKA.

— On ¢ Xioeil. DTa cTepBa HEHABUJUT MEHs, — OpIOHETKAa OCTAaHOBHJIACh, MEPEBOS
JbIXaHUE.

— C cerogHsIHero qHs S TOKE HEHaBUXKY TEOsI.

— JlagHo, Moxelb, co3nars B delicOyke TaitHyto Oeceny mon Ha3BaHueM «AHTUJI0CH», HO
npotiiy Te0sl, 1aBaii HEMHOTO OTJAOXHEM.

Jltocu y)xe yMOCTHIa CBOIO ISTYIO TOYKY Ha Ooptop. JleByiika cHsuia cBou Ty(dJd U Hadasa
pactuparh HOru. BeHepa ke cena psSaomM U, IPUKYpUB CUTAPETY, Ha4Yala KypuTh.

OHM cuzpenu TAE-TO MHHYT NATHAALATh, IMOKAa HE CTAJO CIHWIIKOM XOJIONHO. JleBymku
YYBCTBOBAJIM C€0sl CTpAaHHUKAMH, YTO UJYT K CBOEW II€JIM, HO OHA TaK WJUIIO30pHA, YTO KaXETCs
Henocaraemoil. Ho 3a omHMUM MOBOPOTOM B KOHIIE YIMIBI OHM YBUJIEIHU JIOM, OTKyla OWIU
CBETOTEHU U MOTOK MY3BbIKH, YTO JOHOCHJICS U K UX YIIAM.

— S moiiny Haiiy ApTypa U ckopo BepHych. Pa3Biekaiics, — cka3ana JIrocu, Korma OHU YKe
ObUIH BO JBOpE JoMa. BeHepa He pucKkoBaia 3aXOIUTh BHYTPb, TaK KaK Ja)Ke CHAPYKH MY3bIKa
OblJIa HACTOJIBLKO IPOMKOH, uTO ornymiana. OHa KpUKHYIIA TTOAPYre BCJIEA, YTOObI OHA MPUHECHa el
HEMHOTO aJIKOTOJIsI, HO Ta €€ Y€ HE CIbIIaja.

Benepa He 3Hana, CKOJIBKO ceilyac BpEMEHHU, IJI€ OHA HAXOIUTCS U KaK CKOpO yoOepercs
orcroga. OHa mojonwia K JEPEBY, UTO CTOSIIO TOCPEANHE IBOpA. JleByllka Haiesnach CKPbIThCS MO/
HUM Ha Bpems. OHa NMPUCIOHWIACH K HEMY CIIMHOW M ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA XOJO/.

— Xeeeit! Trl yero Tyt cToOUIbL? — U3JAJTIEKA OHA YBHUJIENA MAPHS, KOTOPBIA YKE IIeN K HEeH,
Jepka B pyke aBe OyThUIKM ¢ muBOM. OH OBbUT M3PSIIHO MbSIH, U K TOMY K€ €ro ofexkaa Obuia
MOJHOCTBEO MOKpOM1. OH 1IeN TaK YBEPEHHO, XOTSI €r0 HOTH HEMHOTO MTOJKAIIMBAJIHCH.

— Bot ué€pt, — pyraynach JeByllKa, KOT/a MapeHb MOAOLIET YK€ JTOCTaTOYHO OJM3KO, U OT
HETO Y)KaCHO BOHSUIO TIEPETapOM.
— TaM NOBOJIBLHO Beceno, — OH YIBIOHYIICS €, MPOTSIHYB OyThUIKY ¢ MUBOM. BeHepa B3sia

OyTbUIKy, JItocu BCE€ paBHO HE MPUHECET €l YTO-JIMOO0 BBIIUTH, MOATOMY MOYEMY ObI HE
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS 3TUM.

— MHe u 371eCh X0polIo, — OHA cJAenaia OIWH INIOTOK M MOHSUIA, YTO 3TO HE MPOCTO IHBO.
Tyna em€ kTo-TO MOMIUI BoAKHU. JleBylka HEBOJIBHO CMOpPIIMIAck. [0pio mpokuraio Tak, OyaTo
OHa BBINIMJIa KEPOCHHA, a 3aTeM 3a0pocuiia cede B ropsio MOJ0XKEHHYIO CITUUKY.

— Tol xunnu? — mapeHb 3aMeTHJI MOJBECKY Ha Illee OJOHJIMHKU, YTO ObUIa B BHUJE 3HAKa
«peacey. OH B3I €€ MEXKy aJIblEB U BHUMATENbHO U3YyYal.

— Her, 51 3a BOWHY M pa3Bpar, — S4I0BUTO CKa3aJia OHA, HO MAPEHb JIMIIb PACCMESIICS €U B
OTBET.

— D10 MHe HpaButcs. Kak 1eb6st 30ByT? — OH omupa’cs JOKTEM O JIepeBo, 3aKpbiBasi Benepe
BECh BUJ] COOOM.

— OT0 Tak Ba)XHO? — OJOHAMHKA MPUIIOAHSIIA OJHY OPOBb.

— B npunuune, Het. [lonmum 3a MHOM, — OH y»K€ CXBaTHJI €€ 32 pyKYy U JIBUHYJICS BIIEPE.

— S Hukyna ¢ To6o¥ He moiay, — BeHepa meiTanack BbIIEPHYTh CBOIO PYKY M3 €ro Jall, HO



XBaTKa OblIa CUJIbHEE, YEM OHA Aymala.

— He 6oiics, s He coOuparoch aenarh HUYero mioxoro. JloBepsCcsi MHE, — €ro Ia3a CBepKajiu
nox ceetoM (oHapei, HO, HAaBEPHOE, 3TO CKOPEE OT aJKOTroJid, YeM OT 4ero-To japyroro. Benepa
penmia oTOpOCUTh BCAKHME COMHEHUS U MPOCTO PacciiabUuThCs.

3a BCIO €€ CO3HaTeJIbHYIO >KM3Hb OHAa HUKOTJA HE YYBCTBOBajia ce0s, KaK HOPMaJIbHBIN
pebeHOoK, TMo3Xe MoApOoCTOK. BeHepa Bcerna ciMIkoM 3a00TUIIACH O TOM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE CMOT
MPUYUHUTH €11 00JIb TaK, KaK €€ OTell MPUYUHSLIT 00JIb MAaTEPH.

OTBeTHB CBOEMY CEpAIY, AEBYIIKA 3aKpblIa CBOM MO3T Ha JIOMAlllHUU apeECT.

[Tapenp moBen €€ BOKPYr JOoMa, 4TO yIUBHIJIO €€. 3a TOMOM ObLI €Ie 3aJHUM JBOP, YTO OBLI
ropazno Oojbie TepeaHero. 3aech Obul OONBIION OacceiiH, YTO HU3HYTPU TOPET PO30BHIM
OTTEHKOM, YTO MPHUJABaJIU €My JaMIIbl. 371eCh ObUT HamyIeH JbM. My3bIka 371€Ch TOXKE Urpania, u
MHOT'0 MOJIOJIBIX JIFOJIEW TAHILIEBAJIO MO HEE UMEHHO 3/€ECh.

— A Temneps JaBaii crojia 3T0, — IMapeHb B3s1 y He€ U3 pyK OyThUIKY TUBa. — TenedoH yydine
TOXE MYCTh MOOYIeT y MEeHsI, — JICBYIIIKA HE yCIesa U CJIOBa CKa3aTh, KaK OH JIOBKO M3 KapMaHa €€
NIMPOKUX IOPT AOCTaN TeJeoH, a 3aTeM IENKHY najabllaMu. BMuUr e€ KTo-To MmoaxBaTui, Jepxa
3a pyKu U HOru. BeHepa He MODIAa MOHATH, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, MOITOMY OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH OHAa
rpOMKO BCKpuKkHYyna. E€ momHecnu k 6acceliny, packadain, a 3aTeM OpOCHIIHA B BOITY.

IlepBoe, 4TO OHa IOYYBCTBOBAJA, 3TO mpoxiana. Boma 3amoisHsna e€ nerkue. BeHnepa He
3HaNa, Kak el BbIOparbcs M3 ATOro 3arodeHus. OHa HUKOTAA HE yMmena IUIaBaTh U ceduac
Oopcanack B BOJE€, NBITasCh BBHIUIBITE Hapyxky. EE oxBatun crtpax. OHa MomDia mOpocTo
MIPUTPOHYTHCA HOTAMHU KO JIHY, HO TTAHWKA U CTPaX HE MO3BOJISUIN €1 aI€KBATHO AyMaTh.

BHue3anHo OoHa TOYYBCTBOBaja, KaK YbM-TO PyKHM oOxBaTuiau €€ Ttanuio. CBEeXHUU BO3IyX
yaapuia B auno. OHa JpIana pToM.

— IIpocTu, s ke He 3Haj, YTO Thl HE yMEEIlb IUIaBaTh, — BeHepa MOHsIa, YTO 3TO TOT K€
MMapeHb, UTO NpUBEN €€ croAa. [[eBymKka neiranach NOBEPHYTHCSA K HEMY JIMIIOM, HO 3TO MOJIYy4aJlOCh
CJIMIIIKOM HEJIOBKO, TIOKa OH caM He TOBEepHYI e€ K cebe nuioMm. Benepa cxkama cBou ryObl B
TOHKYIO JINHUIO.

— Mens, kcraru, 30ByT J[9H, — oH Muio e ynsiOHyIcs. Ho aTa ynbpiOka He cpaboraia,
MapeHb MOIYYUJI MOMEUNHY. DTO BBIOWJIO €ro U3 KOJIEW, M OH BBITYCTHII €€ U3 CBOUX PYK, U BeHepa
BHOBb OKa3ajach 1101 BoJou. Ho 0OnmOMHUBIIMCH, OH MUTOM JOCTAJI €€ CHOBA HAPYXKY.

— Benepa! Kakoro u€pra TbI 31€Ch Aenaenmb?! — IrpoOMKHAM ronoc JIxocu nNpuBIEeK BHUMAaHHE
Kaxjoro. Benepa em€ pa3 B3IsiHYJIa Ha MapHs, 4TO JAepxkan €€, u oH 0e3 cioB Bc€ nousul. OH
MIOMOT € BBIOpAThCs U3 OacceifHa.

— MeHs Tyga KUHYIU, — OJOHJMHKA BUHOBATO OIMYCTHJIA TOJIOBY, U BIAXXHBIE MPSIIA BOJOC
3aKpbUIA €M JIULO.

— [lonumato, a Teneps monwiu OsicTpee. Hac yxe xayt, — Jlrocu cxBaruia moapyry 3a pyky
U nortanmia 3a coooi. OHa 1uia osicTpee 00bIMHOTO U Benepa 3ametuiia, 4To oHa Oblia 0€3 CBOUX
Tydaei. OHM BBHIIUIM HA TJIABHYIO YIUILY, TJIe K HUM MoIbexajia MaimHa. JItocu cpa3y ke OTKphLia
3aJJHUE JBEPU U JEBYIIKH 3alPBITHYJINA BHYTPb.

Ha mecte Bogutens cuaen Aptyp. Ero KocTsiku ObUTH B CUHSIKAX U YE€U-TO KPOBHU.

— IlpuBeTnK, — OH MOBEPHYJICS K O0EUM JEByIIKaM, HO oOpaIraics BUIUMO K OJIOHIUHKE,
MOTOMY YTO OHa HE OXHJaja YBUJETh €ro 37ech M B TakoM cocTosiHuu. Korma ero ryoObl
pacIIbLIMCh B YABIOKE, TO KOXKa pasopBajiach M MO MOAOOPOAKY MpobOexana CTpyilka KpOBH,
CJIOBHO KpacHas jeHTouka. [lox ero mazom ObU1 Oosbiol cuHsk. M, B 001iem, BUa y Hero ObLT HE
OYECHb.



— Yrto npousonuio? — BeHepa He 3Haa, ¢ 4Ero HA4arTh CBOM PACIIPOC, MOITOMY CIIPOCHUIIA
MMEHHO 3TO.

— Bcé nmorom. JIxkeitH ceituac noma? — ckasana Jlrocu, korma ApTyp yKe€ OTBEPHYICS U
3aBEJ MaILMHY.

— Omna gomxHa ObUia ceromHst octarbcs y IlloHa, HO Aymaro, CTOUT MO3BOHUTH €U H...

YeEpT, — OHa BCIOMHUJIA O CBOeM TesnedoHe, KOTOPhI y He€ oToOpanu, mpexae 4eM OpoCUTh B
OacceH.

— Yt0? — 00€CIOKOEHHO CIIpOCHUJIa y HEE€ MOopyTa.

— Her, nuuero. J[xelH HeT Aoma. Mbl MOXEM eXxarb KO MHE, — OHa YIbIOHynack. Eil He

XOTEeJIOCh BO3BpaIiarkcsi ooparHo. Jlyudrre yx ObITh BOBce 0e3 TenedoHa, ueM CMOTPETh CHOBA B 3TH
Harele I1a3a. BeHepa BHOBb BKIIFOYMIIA CBOW MO3T, IOCTABUB CEPALE B BBIKJIIFOUEHHBIN pexuM. C
NEpPBOM 3apIIaThl OHA CMOXKET KYITUTh ce0€ HOBBIN TEIE(POH.

I'naBa 14. Can I help you?

Yepe3 OTKpBITBIE IITOPHI YTPEHHEE COJHIE JIIOOOMBITHO 3amiAbIBAIO 4Yepe3 OKHO,
MPUTPATUBASICH CBOUMH TOHKMMH JIYYHKAMHU K KaXJI0OMY MUJUTUMETPY MAJICHbKOW KOMHATBHI.

Benepa npochHynack nepBoil. JleBylika modyBcTBOBajia HEynoOcTBo. [IpHOTKpBIB 1Ma3a, oHa
3aMeTWJIa HAIPOTUB CBOETO JIMIA YbH-TO HOrM. HOrrm HakpameHsl, KOJTOTKH B CETOUYKY. OTO,
0e3ycnoBHO, Obuta Jlrocu. broHAMHKA OTTOJIKHYIA OT CEOsl HOTM M YCJbIajda TPOMKHUN TPOXOT.
JIrocu ymana Ha nout.

bproneTka HeIOBOJBHO Mpopbluaiia, kKorna BeHepa 3akpbuia 1ia3za, NPUTBOPUBIIMCH, OyATO
oHa ew€ cnut. Ho 3To He cpaboraio. B Ty ke MUHYTY OHa IPUHSJIA CHIIBHBIN yAap MOIYLIKOM.

— Kakoro uépra? — kpukHyna 0JoHIUHKA. B Ty ke MUHYTY OHa CIIOXBAaTUJIACh C KPOBAaTH H,
BOOPYKUBILKChH CBOEH MOAYIIKOM, OblIa TOTOBA CAENIaTh OTBETHBIN ylap.

— 51 3Har0, 4YTO 3TO ThHI CKUHYJIA MEHA C KpoBaru, — orBeTWiIa JIlrocu. Ho BCsa cepbe3HOCTE
3TOU (ppa3el pa3Bessach, KOrJa OHA Ha ITOJIOBUHE PEYH 3EBHYIIA.
— Wnm xe Tl MpocTO OOMaHbIBaellb caMy cedsl, OTpHUIas CBOIO HEYKIIOXKeCcTh, — BeHepa

MOJAMUTHYJIA TIOAPYTe, HAaXaJdbHO YIIBIOASCH.

Jlrocu cnenana 3amax, Korjaa e€ moapyra MmoBTOpuia 3TO ABH)KEHUE U B OAUH MOMEHT OHU 00€
yIlaJu ¢ TPOXOTOM Ha KpOBaTh, 3aPaBIsSA 3TOT 3ByK TPOMKHM CMEXOM.

— DM, BbI eng )XUBbI? — 4yepe3 MPUOTKPBITYIO JIBeph cripocus Aptyp. CHaudana OJOHIUHKA
VAMBUJIACH €T0 MOSIBJIEHHIO 3/1ECh, HO BOBPEMS BCIIOMHWJIA O BYEpAIIHEM HOYM, YTO IMOHECHA 32
co0o0l Jake HEKUE MOTEPH.

Beuepom, korga OHM CHAENM HAa MATKOM KPOBAaTH, KOMHATa OCBEIIAJIACh CBETOM HOYHUKA,
Jltocu pacckazana Benepe, 4ro mpou3onuio Buepa, ApTyp Bpemsi OT BpeMeHHU AonoJiHsul. OH e
Ha4Y0C, KOTOPbIE OHU KYNWJIA MO JOPOre, U C MOJIHBIM PTOM BpPEMSI OT BPEMEHHM BCTABIISUI CBOH
peruuku. Korma Jlrocu Bomwmia B oM, TO yBHAENA JIpaKky. ApTyp JIpajicsi C KaKUM-TO MHapHEM.
Oka3zanoce, 4To XJI0S M3MEHWJIA €My C 3TUM IApHEM, B MPUHLMUIIE, U3-32 3TOTO U COCTOSUIACEK
npaka. Torma Jlrocu paccoenunHuia mapHei. XoTs, 3Hasg €€, 3TOT (aKT HaBEepHSIKA HEMHOTO
NpuyKpamieH, Ho BeHepa He cTajia nmpuauparbcsi. A MOTOM O CYACTJIMBBIM, XUTPBIM IJa3Kam
OpPIOHETKH MOHO OBUIO OHATH, YTO OHU C APTYpPOM MOIEIOBAIUCH.

Benepa Toxe pacckazaina, 4ToO CIy4WJIOCh C HEeil. B pa3roBope oHa cama BHHUJIA CEOSI B 3TOM
0e3paccylICTBE, HO UTO CIYYUIIOCh, TO CIAYy4uaoch. OKazanoch, 4TO APTyp 3HAKOM C 3THM MHapHEM,
o uMmeHu J[3H, 1 oH oOeman 3abpath e€ TenedoH y Hero.

— Bcé B mopsiake, — roBOopuUT OJOHAMHKA, Korma JIrocM KpacHeeT M pacIjiblBaeTcsl B
IIMPOKOM YITBIOKE.



— 4 TyT Bam 3aBTpak MPUTOTOBHWJ, TaK 4TO... B 00mem, uaure croma, — €My TOXKe ObLIO
HEJIOBKO, U CMYILIEHUE, YTO OH 4yBCTBOBaJ Tepen JItocu, Obuto ciumkoM 3aMeTHO. OH CKpBUICA C
VX BUJIa, BEPHYBIIMCH HA KYXHIO.

Benepa nepBas noassuiach ¢ kpoBaru. OT maneHust y He€ OoJyiesl KOMYUK, HO 3TO Obuia
teprnumasi Oosb. Jltocu momHUMaeTrcss ciaeaoM, M OHM MAYT Ha KyxHio. HMx 3aBrpak,
MPUTOTOBIICHHBII» ApPTypoM, COCTOSI M3 OONBIIOW MHIUBL, 4TO OH 3aka3an. He BecbMma
OPUTHMHAJIBHO, HO BECbMa BKYCHO.

Onu cenu 3a HEOONBIION CTEKISHHBIA cTONMK. MM ¢ JI)keiH Bcerga ObUIO JOCTAaTOYHO U
ATOTO. APTyp MEPEMUCHIBAICSI C KEM-TO MO Tele(oHy, OMHOBpEeMEHHO MpuHHMas muily. Jlrocu
ckaja pyKH Tak, 4To €€ KOCTSAIIKHU MoOeseNn, OHa Jaxke repecTalia eCTh, TepSAACh B JOTaJKax, He ¢
Xmoell nu OH ceilyac BeJeT Mepenucky. BeHepa ke Hazesiach, 4TO OH ceiyac oOI@aercs c
MepkypreM. BCtoMHUB 0 HEM, OHA BHOBb 3arpyCTHIIA.

— Bemnepa, Tb1 cBOOOIHA ceroAHsl B TpU? — MapeHb OTOPBaJI Iia3a OT dKpaHa TeynedoHa U
B3IUISIHYJI Ha HEE.

— Jla, — oTBeTHIIa JEBYIIKA MTOCIE MUHYTHI MOJIYAHHUS U OCO3HAHUSA TOTO, YTO OOpaIlatoTcs
MMEHHO K HEM.

— Jla, ceromHsi y ME€HS KaK pa3 BBIXOAHOW, — JIEBYIIKA YABIOHYIACH B MPEIIBEPUU BCTPEUH C
Mepkypuem.

— Torpa B Tpu Mo0MIM, MOKAIYICTA, K YHUBEPCUTETY HAYK. 3HACIIb, TJI€ 3TO?

— Jla, — KpaTKO OTBETHJIA OHA.

B kxoMHare BHOBb BOLIAPUJIOCH MOJYaHHWE. JIIOCHM TIONHsNIA YyKa3aTelbHBIM Malell,
NPUCTYIIMBAsICh K 4eMy-TOo. ApTyp U BeHepa HeyBepeHHO NeperIsAbIBAIOTCS MEXIy co00i, HO
KOTJIa YK€ OTUYETJIMBEE CIIBIILIEH ITOBOPOT KJIF0YA BO BXOJHOW JABEPH, TO BCE B3APATrUBAIOT.

— Yépr, JIxeilH BepHynach, — pyruyiach OJIOHIUHKA. — BBICTPO MaUTE B MOIO KOMHATY.
Jlrocu, xoraa s 3aiiay ¢ J{xelH B €€ KOMHATy, Bbl OBICTPO YXOIUTE OTCIOJIa, — FOBOPUT JEBYIIKA U
HaIPaBIAETCS K KOPUIOPY, YTOOBI BCTPETUTDH CBOIO JIIOOUMYIO TETIO.

OT HEOXXMTAaHHOCTH KeHIIMHA ucnyranack. O0bruHO BeHnepa Bcerja Oblia B CBOEH KOMHATE U
pPEAKO KOrja BBIXOAMIIA, YTOOBI BCTPETUTh €€. I B 3TOT pa3 oHa Obula TOTOBAa 3aWTH B MYCTYIO
KBapTUPY, HO Korja J[»kelH 3aKkphiBajia IBEPH, U y HEE€ HaJ yXOM Ipo3Bydasio rpoMmkoe «lIpuset!»,
OHa ObLJIa HE Ha IIyTKY MepenyraHa.

— IIpoctH, mpocTH, — KaJOCTIMBBIM IOJIOCOM 3aBOIMIIA JIEBYIIKA, 3a0upast y He€ cymKy. B
MOCJIEHEE BpEMsI, @ UMEHHO C T€X IOp, KaK OHA IepecTajia NpUHUMarh Ta0JeTku, J[elH Buaena
B CBOEH TUIEMSIHHUIIE KU3Hb. EE 11a3a 00blle He OTKPBIBATIU MYCTOTY, @ CBETHJIUCH OT cHYacThs. U
He OBUIO MPHU3HAKOB JEMPECCHMM, Yero OHa Tak omacanachk. Kaxkercs, Temepbs Benepa crana
HOPMAaJbHBIM ITOJAPOCTKOM.

— S nymana, THI €€ Cchiullb, — KpUKHYIA J[JKEWH, y)K€ HaxoIsiCh B CBOEW koMHare. Kak
TOJIBKO JEBYIIKA MOHsJIA, YTO NTHYKA B KIETKE, TO Cpa3y ke fana 3Hak Jlrocu m Aprypy, a cama
OBICTPO 3aCKOYMJIa B KOMHATY, 3aKpbIB 32 COO0OM JIBEpU.

— Her, yxe He cruo, — AeByllKa yiablOHynack. OHa omnepiach Ha JABEpU, MPUCTYIIMBAICH K
TOMY, YTO OBUIO 32 HUMHU.

— S Bmwky, — JIxeitH 3acMmesiach. — MoeT, ceromas cxoguM Kyaa-To? S cBoOomHa.
MoxkeT, B KHHO? — C 9HTY3Ua3MOM MPOJOIKNIIA OHA.

— Ha, MOXHO, — BXOIHBIE JIBEPHU 3aKPHUTUCH 3a JItocu u ApTypom, JeByIlIKa C 00JIeTYeHUEM
BBIIOXHYNIA. — TOJIBKO pa3Be UTO HA BEYEPHUM CEAHC, Y MEHS CETrOIHs €€ ecTh aena. JlamHo? —
OHa CHOBA YJIBIOHYJIACh CBOEH MUJIOBUIHOM YIBIOKOW U MOKUHYJA KOMHATY.



— Jla, xopomo, — J[>keiH mociemoBana 3a Heil. — B maTe Oynens cBo6oaHa?

— Ja. S O6ymy xnmath TeOs yxke B KuHOTearpe. TOJBKO HamNUIellh MHE CMC, B KaKOM
uMeHHO, — BeHepa oTkpbuia cBOMl mkad W momdbupana oaexkay, YToObl MOWTH Kyna-To. JkeilH
3aMeTusia B KOMHare 0apjak, HO He cTaja pyrarb AeBylKY 3a 3To. [lo cyru, oHa BooOIlle HUKOT/IA
e€ He pyrajia, IOTOMY YTO IMOIMPOCTY HE OBLIO 3a YTO. 3a TO BpeMsi, YTO OHU XKUJIU BMecTe, BeHepa
cTajia g He€ pOAHON Jouephto U iydnmM apyroM. [lonavany J[>keliH qymana, 4to OylaeT CI0XKHO
C YyXKUM peOEHKOM, U TPHUIOTUJIA JACBOYKY JUIlb U3 *kajmocTu. OHa B3sja €€, OCTaBUB CTaphie
oOu/JIbl Ha CBOIO cecTpy no3aau. M 3a Bc€ 3TO BpeMsi OHa HH pa3y He Moxkajena 00 3TOM PEIICHUN.

— Xopo1io, — OTBETHUJIa KEHIIMHA, YIBIOHYBIIUCH, U TIOKUHYJIA KOMHATY.

Ha gacax yxe ObUIO OJWHHAIIATh YacOB, HO €l Ka3ajaoCh, YTO JEHCTBUTEIBLHO OBLIO YTPO.
Ceromusa Obul €€ BBIXOAHOW, HO TEpe]l BCTpeuel OHa penmia HEMHOro mporynarbes. [lycTuThb
HEMHOI'O CBEXKETO BO3AyXa B CBOHW JETrkHe. ONEBIIMCh, OHA pacyecalia BOJIOCHI, 3aKMHYIA B CBOIO
CYMOYKY IIJIEEp U BBIIIUIA U3 JOMA.

JleByllika He 3Haia, KyJa MONJIEeT, MOITOMY MOHAaYaay MPOCTO IUla o TOM Jopore, 4To ObuIa
el 3Hakoma. B ymax urpana mooumas Anenb. E€ ronoc Bcernma odaposbsiBan Benepy. Ona Oyaro
IPUTPAruBajach CBOMM TOJIOCOM K CTpyHaM €€ nynm. 1 Mexxay HUMH CO3/1aBajiach TapMOHMUSL.

Mumo HEE€ mpOXOAMIIO TAK MHOTO JIMI, HO OHA HE€ OCTAHABIIMBaJla CBO€ BHHUMAHHUE HU Ha
OMHOM u3 HUX. J[eByllka MpOCTO IUia, OMYCTUB TOJOBY BHHU3, paccMarpuBas Opycuarky. Horu
npuBenu €€ K MOCTY, I7leé OHM JOJIKHBI ObUTH BCTPETUTHCS ¢ MepkypueM Buepa. Buepa BcTpeua He
COCTOSJIaCh, CETOAHSI OHA BCTPETUIACH C €ro Mpu3pakoM. M3ganeka B mape, 4To CTOsUIa TaM, Ha UX
Mecte, Benepa Bunena ceds u ero. [louemy-To et ctano rpyctHo. OHa Bcerga 0osiach U3MEHEHU,
X0Tsi Obl Majehnmx, B €€ XKW3HMU, MOTOMY YTO CYHUTalla, 4YTO JI000€ H3MEHEHHE BEIET K
a0COJIIOTHOMY U3MEHEHUIO Bcell €€ xu3HU. Yl IMEHHO ceifuac XOTeNnoCh MOCTaBUTh BpEMsI Ha May3y
1 OCTaBUTh BCE, KAK €CTh.

Ona nonwia ganeine. BeHepa penmia y:xe UATA K YHUBEPCUTETY U B CIIy4ae 4ero MOAO0KAATh
Mepkypust yxe Tam. [[eBylika 1uia He ciena, HO MPOoXoAs MUMO MY3bIKaJIbHOTO Mara3nHa, peimiia
OCTAHOBHUThCA. E€ TsHYIO 3amisiHyTh BHYTpb. VI HOrM camMu moTaumuin €€. 3aiisa BHYTpb, Benepa
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa, OyATO Tomajna B OOJBIIOW MYy3bIph, KOTOPBIM OTpa)KJaeT OT BHEIIHErOo MUpa.
Mennennas paccialmusitoiiasi My3blka JeicTBOBaja Ha MOACO3HAHME, M OHA HE 3Haja, YTO JIeJaeT
3/1€Ch, HO Hayaja MPOXOJAUTh MUMO CTEJUIAKOB, pACCMATPUBAS UX.

— IloMoub 4eM-TO? — YyCIbIIAB TOJIOC 3a CIUHOM, OJOHIAMHKA pe3ko obepHynach. EE
MBUIBHBIN Iy3BIpb JIONHYI y He€ Ha miasax. [lepex HeW cTOsul TOT caMbli NApeHb, YTO BYEPA
MojIoIeN K Heil Ha BeuepuHKe. Ho celiyac oT Hero mpusATHO MaxJio, BHIVISAAST OH BechbMa 00Ipo U
CBEXKO.

— Bay, kakas BcTpeua, — cKasaj OH, SIBHO HE NPELYCMOTPEB €€ MOSBICHUS B CBOEU KU3HU
cHOBa. BeHepa nuib 3akaTuia rias3a B OTBET.

— I'ie Mol TeneoH? — CTPOruM rojiocoM CIpocuiIa OHa.

— S otnan ero yxe Aptypy. OH cka3ain, 4yTo 3HaeT Teds. Tebs Beas 30ByT Benepa?

— Jla, u 4t0 ¢ TOro? — OJOHAMHKA HaxMypuyia OpOBM U MPOAOJKWJIA UATH BIOJIb psJa,
MMOBEPHYBIIMCH K HEMY CITUHOM.

— Hwuuero, mpocTo HEoObMHO HEeMHOTO. [IpocTH MeHs 3a BuepalHee, MHE MpaBaa Kalb, —
OH IIIEJI CJIEZOM 32 HEMH.

— Paenitet me*, - Tuxo npousnecna Benepa, npubau3uBnmch K Beixony. OH 4TO-TO cKa3al en
BCIIE]I, TIPEK/IE YEM OHA BBIIUIA, HO OHA YJIIOBHJIA TOJIBKO 3BYK, HE pa3iauyuB cioBa. OKka3aBIIMCh HA
yaulle, OHAa CHOBA PyrHyna ce0sl 3a TO, YTO OCTOSIHHO JIeJIaeT TO, YETO HE CJIe0BaJIO ObI IeTaTh.



CHauana feByllKa 1A OBICTPHIM IIATOM, YTOOBI MOCKOPEE U MOJAJbIIe YOpaThbcs OTCIOJA.
OTOT MapeHb BbI3bIBAI Y HEE JIUIIL YYBCTBO PA3IPaXKEHUS U, BO3MOXKHO, JAKE KAILTIO OTBPALLICHUS.
Ho, TeM He MeHee, He ObLIO Yero CKPhIBaTh, HO BCE K€ ATO ObUTM 4yBCTBa. IIyCTh OHU HETaTHUBHBIE,
HO BCE e e€ He pajoBasl TOT (PakT, YTO OHA HEPABHOMYIIHO OTHOCUTCS K HE3HAKOMILY, YTO HE
YIIYCTUJI IAHCA MOTIIYMUTHCS HAJT HEW MPOIUION HOYBIO.

3aBepHyYB 3a yroJyi, BeHepa ymeqnuna CBOM TEMN W IUla TOpa3/io MEJJICHHEE. 3amax erc
napdroma 3acTpsul y He€ B Tpaxesx, U €i Tak He XBaTajo MPOCTO CBEKEro Bo3ayxa. bioHauHka
JOCTAJIa MAYKy CUTAPET, 3aKMIA OAHY, MBITASICh CUTAPETHBIM JbIMOM BBITECHUTH U3 CBOMX JIETKUX
ero 3amax. Benepe kazajioch, 4To y He€ Mmoiy4anoch, 1 OHA YABIOHYIACh CBOEH MEPBOM MaJIEHBKOM
yZa4de 3a 3TOT JCHb.

Y CTEH yHHUBEpPCHUTETA OHA YK€ Hadaja BIVIABIBATHCS B MPOXOMSIME MUMA JIMIA, IBITASICH
OTBICKaTh OJHO €JAMHCTBEHHOE. 371eCh ObUIO MHOTO MOJIOABIX Jrofe. MonoablX, KpacHBBIX U
yMHBIX JTtofiei. OcTaHOBUBIIMCH, BeHnepa 3amymanack. OHa Obula Tak MOX0Ka Ha HUX, B TOJITIE ITUX
JIIOZIEH HUKTO HE CMOT ObI YBUJIETh B HEM 4TO-TO ocoOeHHoe. Ho pa3Be MOXKHO CUMTATh OTCYTCTBUE
BBICITIIETO 00pa30BaHUs U OTCYTCTBUE >KEJIaHUs €ro MOJy4yuTh — OCOOEHHOCThIO? Bcero nuiimb
OTJINYHE.

TabneTku, Kypchl, CMEPTH OTIIA, MAaTh B MICUXYIIIKE — BECh 3TOT BOIOBOPOT €€ KMU3HU CHEC €
TOJIOBY W CJIeJIa]l HE TaKO#, KaK Bce ocTajbHbIe. BeHepa Oblta 0cOOCHHOM, XOTS U HE cuuTaja ceos
Takoi. E€ He Gecrnmokomyn BeIM, YTO MOTIIM Obl 0€CTIOKOMTh TUITUYHYIO JEBOUKY-TToapocTka. Kak
MPOMYCTUTH Mapy, UTO CKa3aTh POAUTENSAM, KaK MOJOUTH K TOMY NapHIO U3 PyTOOIbHON KOMaH/BbI,
KaK HE MPOBAJIUTH TECT CETOJHS, CTOUT JIM IPUCOETUHATHCS K KOMaHAE YEPIUCPOB?

— O boxe, — onqHUMU JUIIb TYOaMH MPOM3HECHA JEBYILKA, KOIJa y)Ke 3aMeTuiia Mepkypusi.
OH He BUAEn €€, a MpPOCTO, OMYCTHUB TOJIOBY BHHU3, IIeJ MNpsMo. BeHepa yxke xorena uIATH
HaBCTpEUy, XOTesia ObITh OJMXke, HO CTOWJIO €M JMIb clefiaTh OJIMH Iar BIepell, Kak 3areM
caenana nBa Hazaa. Mepkypus KTO-TO OKJIMKHYI, U OH IOBEpPHYJICA Ha 3BYK. K HeMy momomuia
nesymka. KopoTkas 1o Hempuinuus 100Ka, 4TO OTKphIBajia €€ JUIMHHBIE HOTU. [[JIMHHBIE BOJOCHI,
YTO HaBEepHSKAa ObUIM HakJIaAHBIMH, KaK €€ pEeCHHUIbl, U TyObl €€ TOXKE HE BBINISACIU
HeecTecTBeHHO. OHa BBINNIsIZIENA, CIOBHO kuBas Kykia bapOu. Korga ona moBucina Ha miee mapHs,
To Benepa nmouyBcTBOBaa yKOJI B 00s1acTH cepAana. Korma e€ CUIMKOHOBBIE TYObI IPUKOCHYIIMCH K
ero meke, BeHepa u He 3ameTuia, Kak 1o e€ meKe MpoKaTuiiach ciesa.

— Benepa! Bot rne 1! — oHa OBICTPO BBITEPIIA CIE3BI U MOBEPHYIACH HA TOJOC. DTO OBLI
Aptyp.

— IlpuBet, — oHa ynbIOHYIIACH €MY, XOTS YyBCTBOBAIA Ce0s Xy)Ke HEKyIa.

— 1 3abpan y aToro mynaka tBo TeiedoH. Tebe mydrie CMEHUTh HOMEp, UHAYE OH TeOs u3-
M0/ 3€MJI JOCTaHEeT, — MapeHb HEJIOBKO YJIBIOHYIICS, MOTUPAs 3aTHUIOK.

— Cnacu60, — e ofHa HEUCKPEHHSS YIbIOKa, KOTOpast HE CKphIBaJIa COBEPILICHHO HUYETO.
['naza Bcerma mpeaaror.

— Yro-TO cyunnocsk? — ApTyp B3s1 €€ 3a JOKOTh, Korga Benepa yxe xorena yxonuts. OHa
OMyCTHJIA TJIa3a BHU3, YTOOBI OH HE MPOUYUTAa €E.

— Her, Bcé B nopsake. [Ipoctu, MHE HYXHO yxe€ UATH. J[)KEUH KIET, — OTBETUJA OHA W
OBICTPBIM IIATOM HAMPaBUJIACh B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY.

Aptyp nwmb moxan TmiedyaMu. JIeBylllIkM Bcerma OCTaHyTCsl Uil HEro HepasraJlaHHon
3arajgkoil. OH pelmy MpoCTO HE 3aMOPAYMBAThCsl HAJ 3TUM, MOTOMY YTO HE JIOOWI JIE3Th HE B
cBou jena. Tem Ooree, KOraa 3TO Kacaloch JIEBYIIKM, KOTOPYIO OH e/Ba 3Hal. [[pyroe pgeno c
JIrocu. Horaa, Korjia OHM BCTPEYAIUCh, TO EMY HPABUJIOCh MPOCTO CayliaTh €€. OHa Bcerga MHOTO



roBOpHIIa, ObLIa CMENIHON W MUJIOW OMHOBPEMEHHO. APTYp XoTel, 4To0bl X105 OblIa TAKOU K€, HO
€€ TOJIbKO BCE pa3apakajao U BCE, UTO OHA Jiesaja, 3TO TOJIBKO JKaJloBalacCh.

3aMeTUB B HECKOJIBKUX MeTpax OT cebss Mepkypusi, KOTOpbIii Ben Oeceqy ¢ KakoM-TO
HE3HAKOMKOW, OH IMOHsUI, B 4eM jnaeno. Ho jumb paccmesuics. JleBymkuM Bceraa yMEHOT BCE
pasnyBatb. [logoiins Onvxe, ApTyp 3aMeTH1, KaK €ro Ipyr ¢ 00Jer4eHueM BbIAOXHYIL.

— MHe, HaBepHOEe, YK€ HYXHO HJTH, — TapeHb HEYBEPEHHO VIBIOHYICS U CJemai
HEYBEPEHHBIU IIAT B CTOPOHY ApTypa.

— MpbI ke em€ yBUAUMCS? — TOJIOC AEBYIIKH ObUI CIUIIKOM MUCKJISABBIM, HACTOJIBKO, UYTO
paspesan OapabaHHbBIE IEPETTOHKH.

— KoHeuHo, — ¢ capka3MoM NpoU3HEC NapeHb, HO OHA, TOX0XKE, IPUHSIIA 3TO BCEPHES.

— Torga g0 BCTpeuw, — JIEBYNIKA B3sJla €ro 3a pPyKy akKyparHO, KOTJa B TOXE BpEMs
MPUKOCHYTACh TYOAMHM K €ro IIeKe. YIBIOHYBIIMCH APTYypY, OHA YIIUIA.
— Kro 3T0? — cnpocun mapeHb y Jpyra, KOrja JEBYIKa CKPbUIACh C WX TOJISI 3PECHUS.

el e€ crnam@aBbix AyXoB oOMarbiBal wel0 MepKypus, MeAJeHHO caaBiauBasd. [lapeHb
MPOKALUISIICS, TPEKIE YEM OTBETHUTb.

— HeBaxxHO, — Kparko OTBETWJI OH, BUAMMO, HE XOTEJ MOJHUMATh 3Ty TeMy. — BeHnepa He
OTBEYaeT Ha MOM 3BOHKM €I CO BYEpAIHEro JAHS, — OOECIOKOEHHO cKazal Mepkypuil, 310
BOJTHOBAJIO €0 Topa3o OoJIbIIe.

— Borock, 4TO Teneps ThI 10 HEE€ HE CKOPO JO3BOHUIILCS, — C UPOHHUEN Tpou3HeC ApTyp.

— IlpocTu, uyt0o? — MepKypuii ObUT CIIOBHO BBIOUT M3 KOJEU MOCIEAHUMU COOBITUSIMHU.

— T"'oBopro, mompoOyii emng pas.

[Tapenb HaOpan e€ HOMEp M CibIAN YK€ NPUBBIYHBIE T'YIKH, KOTOPbIE HUKAK HE CMEHSIUCH
e€ rosocoM. OTO OBUIO E€IWHCTBEHHOE, YE€ro OH XOTell, HO BMECTO 3Toro... Jlaxke Tryaku
000pBaIMCh, KOTJa OHA COMIIa 3BOHOK.

* — MHe ToXe *Kajb

I'naBa 15. See you again

OH cuzen B moiaymMpake M CMOTpesl Ha MOHUTOp. [7aza Oosenu OT mepeHanpsiKeHus, Ha
meKax YK€ HECKOJNbKO JHeW Obuia HeompsitHas 1ieTuHa. Yacel 3anumanu. 7:30. Ilopa
MPOCHINIATHCS, HO OH Jake He 3achinai. OH MpoCTO CUIeN U CMOTPET Ha MOHUTOD, I ObUIa OHA.

[Tocneanue nBe Henmenu >kM3HU Mepkypusi Obutd yxacHbl. OH MOYYBCTBOBaN C€0s YKAJIKUM,
HUYTOXHBIM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MApEeHb YYBCTBOBAJI ce0s pa3aaBieHHbIM. CIOBHO OH HE YEJIOBEK, a
JUIIb JKAJIKOE HACEKOMOE, CYIIECTBOBAHHUE KOTOPOIO 3aKJIKOYACTCA JIMIIb B NUTAHUHA W
pa3MHOXXKEeHUU. Mano KTo Jo0uT HacekoMmbiX. Bor u Mepkypuil HEe ObUT OTHUM U3 JHOOUTENEH
3TOTO BUJA KUBOTHBIX. COOTBETCTBEHHO, B 3TU JHU OH HEHABUEI CaM CeOsl.

OH MOprHyn enBa JId HE BIEpPBbIE 3a MOCIEAHUN 4Yac. B rosoee 3xoM 3Bydall MUCK
OyIuIbHUKA, KOTOPBIA HOKHMIIAMU pa3pe3ajl ero HepBHBIE Y37bl. B miazax BcE€ paciuibiBaioch, HO
3TO OBLIO HE TaK Ba)KHO, MOTOMY 4TO €€ 00pa3 ocTaycs y Hero B royioBe. [loaTomy, Aaxke 3aKphiBasi
rJ1a3a, OH BHUJIEII JIMIIb OJJHY KAPTUHKY.

Mepkypuil BBIIIEN U3 JOMa B TOM XK€ OIE¥kK/IE, B KOTOPOU BUEpa BEpHYICA ctofaa. OH MOYnCTUI
3yObl, OpBI3HYI B JIMII0 HECKOJIBKO Karlellb BOAbL, HO Jerdye He crano. OH yXonuT U3 Joma
He3aMeueHHbIM. BHUMaHue poautenei, ux (aaplMBOe OECIOKOMCTBO BBUIE3AE€T €MY YK€ 4epe3
rOpJ0 TOMHOTBOPHBIM KOMKOM. OHH XOTSAT OT HEro ONHOTO — 3alTa 4YEeCTHOIO MMEHU U
dbamunuu, a eMy Xo4eTcsi ymepeTb. MepKyputo moraina B rojoBy Takas MbICIb, YTOObI MYCTUTH B
CBOE€ TEJIO Ky4y UIOJIOK M BBITYCTUTHh U3 c€0s KpoBb AHAEpCOHOB. UTOOBI OHA BBITEKJIA U3 HETO,
OCTaBuJja €ro Tello, CIIOBHO THOM M3 cTapoil panbl. Ho 3Ta KpoBb OyleT MATHATH €ro >KU3Hb JI0



KOHIIA.

EMy HYXHO UITH B YHUBEPCUTET, HO 3TO BOBCE HE TO MECTO, I7ie Obl OH XOTed ObITh. XOTH,
BITpOYEM, JIF000€ MecTO Kpome aoMa. oM — 3TO Ja)ke Tak CMEIIHO 3BY4UT, MOKHO CMESATHCS JI0
KOJIUK B JKMBOTE, IOTOMY YTO 3TO KJIETKA, OTKYJa Thl BHIOEPENIbCS UM AHIEPCOHOM, WJIM KOTJa
TeOst OyIyT BBIHOCUTH OTTYJIa HOTAMH BIIEPE/I.

B moroxmuii COTHEUHBIN JE€Hb NEpe] HUM MEIbKAIOT COTHU CYACTIIMBBIX JIMII, HO CPEIX HUX OH
HE HaXOMUT TOTO, YTO TaK CTPACTHO XO4eT YBUJAETH. [IpuOnumikasch OMuKe K YHUBEPCUTETY,
Mepkypuii 3ameuaet betanu. OHa pa3roBapuBaET ¢ KAKOM-TO JEBYIIKOM, HABEPHSKA C MTOAPYKKOM.
Takol e YOKHYTOM, KaKk M OHa caMma. Bce 3TM TUNWYHBIC AEBYNIKM TaKHE MPEACKA3yeMble, U
MMEHHO ATO Bcerna HajoenaeT. M3mnaneka Mepkypuil BUIUT, ¢ KaKOW YIBIOKOM Ha JIUIIE U C KAKUM
9HTy3Ma3MoM beranu roBoputT o uyeM-to. [loHsitue "o yem-TO" BKIIOYAeT B ceOs HE Tak YK U
MHOT0: TTapHU, KOCMETHUKA, APYrue Cy4yKH, KOTOPbIE OOCYKIAIOT, IO CYTH, TO K€ CaMOe.

Mepkypuil OIycKaeT rojJioBy BHHU3 U IMPOXOAUT MUMO He€, aymMas O TOM, YTOOBI OCTaThCS
HE3aMEUECHHBIM.

— Mapk! — KpUUHUT KTO-TO, U MapeHb pePIECKTOPHO MOJHUMAET TOJIOBY U MBITACTCS MOHATD,
OTKyAa uJeT 3BYK. «Tosibko Obl HE OHA, TOJBKO OBl HE OHa» — €/IBa HE MOJIUTCS OH, HO KOrja
3amedaeT Oerymryro kK HeMy Kaccaunapy — cTapocTy Tpymimbl, TO HEMHOTO ycriokanBaeTcs. [lapeHs
CTOUT HA MECTE, TIOBOPAUYMBAET T'OJIOBY M BCTpedaeTcs B3MsAoM ¢ beranu. UépTt, BCE xe 3amernna.

— IlpuBet, — mMu0 ynpidbaeTcs AeBYIIKa, & OH MPOKJIUHAET €€ 3a TO, UTO OHA CHAaJa ero.

— IlpocTu, Tl 4TO-TO XOTENa? — HEMHOIO Ipy0O OTBEYAET OH.

— 3aBTpa JeHb poxjaeHue y IluTepa, U MBI CKUIBIBAEMCS, — KaXe€TCsi, OHAa HEMHOIQ
pacTepsuIach.

— JlagHo, epxu, — OH J0CTal U3 KapMaHa JABaALaTKy U oTAal eil. Mepkypuil yxke coOpaics
WJITH, TIOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY, OH HE 3aMeTuil betann Ha npexHeMm mecte. OH OYyBCTBOBAJ
HE To obJyeryenue, He To naHuky. Ho ckopee Bc€ e nepsoe.

— Ha, cmacu6o. Kcraru, cerogss mepBoii mapsl He OyJeT, s Mpocuiia, 4To0bl TeOe mepenaiy,
HO, BUAMMO, Bce 3a0buth. B obmem-to, Tak. Hy, mangno. [loka, — Kaccanapa cHoBa ynsIOHYMACH,
B3MaxHyJla CBOMMH BOJIOCAMH U YIUIA.

[IepBoii mapsl HET. OTIMYHO, HO TJI€ TENEPHh MPOBECTU ABa yaca. Bo3Bpamarscs 10MO — He
Bapuant. CrapOakc? Jla, OTIIMYHOE pElIeHUE.

— IlpuBet, Mapk, — npsiMo 1mo3aau Hero, OyKBaJIbHO JIplllIajia eMy B ciiHy beranu.

— YeépTt, — THXO pyruyscs cede noa HOC MAPEHb.

— Kyna uaemn? — oHa B3siyia €ro moj pyKy, OyITO OHM OBUTH Mapou, KOTOpask BCTpEYaeTCs
yXKe, Kak MUHUMYM, Tionroaa. Het, naxe He BcTpeyaeTcs, ®KUBET B Opake.

— IlepBoil mapel HET, U A XOTE€JI HEMHOI'O MPOTYISATHCS OAWH, — OTBETWI MepKypui,
Harjamas Ha IOCJIETHEM CJIOBE.

— O, oriauuHo. Torma s ¢ TOOOHM, — HauBHas yiIblOKa mosiBUJach Ha e€ suie. OH
OCTAaHOBHJICS, MBICJIEHHO 3aKaTWJI I1a3a. Kaxercs, oHa HE MPUHUMAET OTKA30B.

— 51 XoTen moObITh HEMHOTO HaeMHE C COOOM, — MapeHb CTapajcs FOBOPUTh MEMJIEHHO U
aKKypaTHO, YTOOBI €r0 CJIOBA BCE € CMOINIM MPOJIE3Th B €€ MO3T, €CJIM BMECTO HETO TaM KOHEYHO
HE pO30Bast )KMKa, UHAYE OHU TaM YTOHYT.

— [louemy ThI HE TTOATyCKaelb MeHs K cede, Mapk? [louemy ThI nake He Jaelb MHE IaHca?
[ToTomy 4to, ecnu Obl THI Jajdl MHE XOTsl Obl OAMH, s MOIIIa Obl BCE HalaIUTh, — OHA TOBOPHJIA
HETPUBBIYHO CEPbE3HBIM TOJIOCOM M KaXKETCSl, UTO 3TO AEUCTBUTEIBHO OECITOKOUIIO €€ U paHUJIO.

— IloTomy 4TO HaMaIUTh BCE MOXKET JIUIIL TA, YTO BCE ATO pa3pyIlIAIa, — OH OIYCTHJI IIa3a



BHU3 W MOPUKPBUI Ha CEeKyHAY. beranu Bc€ ke He Obula TakOM INIyNoOW, KakoW Ka3zajlach H
BbIJIEpKasa Tay3y, 4To Oblla Tak BakHa ceiuac. BHyTpu 4TO-TO yKOI0JI0 €€, KOTAa MOHsa, YTO
€ro cepAie pazouTo APYroi NEBYIIKOM, Koraa e€ oH pa30Ou emg B MIKOJIE.

3aKkphbIB I1a3a, OH BUJET TbMY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO MpopbiBaiachk Benepa. CKBO3b I'yCTOH JIEC €TI0
MBbICJIe OHa TpoOuBasiach, HECs 3a coO0M cBeT. OH BuIEN Ha €€ pyKax paMbl U 00sICs, YTOObI HU
OJIMH W3 HUX HE ObUI 110 €r0 BUHE.

— Pacckaxxu MHe 0 HeMl, — Hapynmia THMHY berann. CTpyHa CIMIIKOM HaTsAHYIach, IOKa
HE IOPBAJIACH.

JInmo neBylIkM MCIAapuiIOCh Y HEro Ha mia3ax. [IpeBparunock B CryCTOK YEPHOTO JbIMA, YTO
PacTBOPUIICS B €r0 MOACO3HAHUU.

— $1 HUKOTA HE 3HaJl, YTO Takoe JII0OOBb, HO JAyMalo, 4TO JIOOII0 €€, — COBCEM THXO, HO
YBEPEHHO MPOrOBOPHUII OH.

— Moxer, 3aiiiIeM Kyl1a-TO U IOTOBOPUM TaM, — beTaHH, KaXeTcs, cMOoIla J0CTy4arbCs 10
Hero. W korma oHa mo4yBCTBOBaja CIAJKUN MPUBKYC MOOEbI, TO PEIMIa B3SITh CUTYallIO B CBOU
PYyKH.

B Crapbakce oHu ObulM yXKe uepe3 JiecsiTh MUHYT. Mepkypuii 3akazan cebe xkode. Xots, Ha
ynure ObUIO TeIIo, HO 3a JBE HENeIM MOJIYaHHUs CO CTOpOHbI BeHepnl emy moxonomaino. E&
XOJIOAHOE PABHOAYIINE CKOBBIBAJI €T0 U3HYTPH, 3aMOPAKUBAS KAXKIYIO KJIETKY €T0 JTYIIH.

Mepkypuii onuceiBain BeHepy Takou, Kako OH BUAEN €€, 3aKpbIB I71a3a. beTaHu BHUMATEIbHO
ciymana ero. M BrmepBble i €€ OOIIECTBO HE BBI3BIBAJIO Yy HEro orBpamieHus. OHa MbITanack
NpeACTaBUTh cede 3Ty JeBylIKy. CIycTsi HEKOTOPO€ BpeMsi OHA IMOHsUIa MIABHOE OTIWYUE MEXKIY
co0O0l U JEBYILKOW, KOTOPYIO OH OMHUCHIBAJ. 3aKPHITOCTh M HEMPUCTYNHOCTH! BOT, 4TO MpuUBIEKIO
€ro B HEW.

— Ilouenyii MeHsi, — BHE3aIHO CKa3aja JEBYyIIKa. DTO ObUIO HECKOJBKO CIIOHTAaHHO, HO
Ternepb UMEHHO 3TOTO OHA U JOOWBAJIACh.

— IlpocTu, 4T0? — ero ry0sl AporHYyau B yibiOKke. HeckonbKko CKpOMHOM, HO BCE ke YIIbIOKE.

— Ilpencrasp, 4TO 1 3TO OHA U NIOLIENYH, — HACTOMYHUBO ITOBTOPHIIA JAEBYILKA.

— 51 He Oymy »Toro nenarb, — MepKypuil CHOBa YIBIOHYJICS, HO T€NEPh 3TO ObLIa Kakas-To
npe3uparonas ynbioka. Ho e€, kaxercs, 3T0 Toiabko Oosblle 3aBesio. HakIoHMBIIMCH yepe3 CTodl,
beranu ogHy pyKy 3alpOKMHYJIa EMY 3a L0, 4 BTOPYIO IPUKAJIA K €r0 KOJKOYEHN IIEKE U KPEIKO
ITOLIEJIOBAJIA €TO.

OH cHOBa 3aKkpbUI Ia3a, HO B ATOT pa3 He Buaen e€. EMy mpuiuioch uX OTKPBITh, YTOOBI
yOexarb OT Mpaka COOCTBEHHBIX MbICIeH. MepKkypuil HE OCTaHAaBIWBAJICA, MOTOMY 4YTO €MY
HpaBuJIOCh 1eoBaTh betanu. OHa He Obi1a BeHepoii, HO ToIenyi Tak Majo 3HAYUT, KOTJa Iyl
BCE paBHO TeOe HE MPUHAICHKUT.

BHe3anHo 10 HEro JOHECCS YEW-TO 3aMBUCTBIN cMeX. [[BEpU OTKPBUIMCH U BECEHHUM BETED,
YTO HECET 3a co0oi UL epeMeHbl, 3aHec ctofa Benepy. Cienom 3a Heil 3amien napeHb. B pykax
3a CIIMHOM OHa jAepkana OykeT TrojibnmaHoB. OHa IUIa CIIMHOM BHepes, a oH Iiea Ha He€. Oba
cMesutch. Mepkypuit oTopBajics oT ryo betanu, HO BCE e Ta cuMTala, 4YTO TaK JOJIKHO ObITh.

Korna on moiiman Ha ce0e B3mIsi JACBYIIKH, TO YAbIOKa MoHUKIa ¢ €€ nuia. B e€ mmazax
YuTaNach paCTEPSIHHOCTh U HEYBEPEHHOCTh. BeHepa xoTena NoIoOUTH K HEMY U HE TO YIapUTh €TO,
He TO morenoBarb. Ho 3aMeTuB psiioM ¢ HUM OJIOHIWHKY C HaJyThIMU T'y0amMu, OHa cJejaia Iar
Ha3aj.

[Tapenb, uTo OBLT C HEH, 3aMETHJI PE3KYI0 CMEHY HAaCTPOCHUs JeBYIIKH. OH MOJIOKHUI CBOIO
PYKY Ha €€ TaJluio U YTO-TO IenTajl Ha yxo. E€ 1mekn BCcbIXHYIM KpacHbIM. Benepa cOpocuiia ero



PYKY C TajJuu U Tenepb, HE 0Opalias BHUMaHUS HU Ha Hero, HU Ha Mepkypus ¢ beranu, nouuia
JeJIaTh CBOM 3aKa3s.

B3siB cBO# cTakaHuuK ¢ Ko(e, oHa BblOeKana Ha yauily. BHyTpu eit 6110 skapko u He 1o ceoe.
[Tapenb, yTO conpoBOXaan €€, BhIOEKaN Bclel 3a Heil. MepKypHil ToXKe CIOXBAaTUIICS C MECTa.
MasieHbKMU OTOHEK, YTO PA3IKETCs, TENEPHh C HOBOM CUJIOM BJIEK €TI0 34 HEW.

— Bemnepa, uro cayunsiocs? — cnpocud J[3H, okazaBumch Ha ynuie. OHa TSKEN0 B3AOXHYIA,
OynTO caMm BO3AYX JaBUJI €i Ha JIETKKE W MeIlial JbIIAaTh BO BCIO Ipyab. Cep/iie Kojoyio, HO Y)KE He
OT TabJIETOK, a OT UyBCTB.

— Benepa, — oHa ycasimana roixoc Mepkypusi, u 007b ycuiauiaack. J{eBylka 3akpaiia riiasa.
Ero nuio, ero ynpioka, ero rojgoc 60sblie TpoOuBaMCh CKBO3b Mpak €€ mojco3nanus. [loromy uro
OH CTOSUI IPSIMO MO3aJU HEE.

— S... Y MeHs 60JUT rojioBa, MPOCTUTE, — JAEBYIIKA B3sU1ach 3a rojioBy. — [[?H, HE CTOUT
MEHSI TIPOBOXKaTh, — CKa3ajla OHa TMapHIO, HO B3N] €€ ObLI mpukoBaH Kk Mepkypuro. EMy oHa
HUYEro HE CKas3ajlia, HO TO, KaK OHa IMOCMOTpeNia Jajio €My MOHATh. Kak Bcerga, BCTpedya Ha
noBopote BeuepoM. Kpaeliek ero ry0 mpuIOAHSUIICS, U OHA TOXE MOYTH HE3aMETHO YIbIOHYIach B
OTBET. DTO OBUIO HA MOJCO3HATEILHOM YypoBHE. He MOHSTHO HU emy, HM €il, HO OHO ObUIO, U
IIOJICBaTh 3TO OBLIO HEKY/A.

Benepa BepHynmach noMoi, a Mepkypuil NpOryauBajcsi MO ropoay, koportas Bpems. OH
nonpoancsa ¢ beranu, 1a oHa U cama BCE MOHIA, IO3TOMY YIUIA, TaKEe HE TIOLEJIOBAB €TI0 B LIEKY,
kak 00b14HO. Ho ero 3To HEe 0co0o paccTpanBaio.

[IporynuBasice TopomoM, Mepkypuii TmbITANCS TMPEACTaBUTh ce0e, Kakoe OIpaBiIaHue
npenoctaBuT eMy Benepa. OHU He pas3roBapuBaju JBE HEIEIU U ATU JHU 0e3 He€ KazalHCk
MYYUTEIbHO JoJruMu. OH Myudus1 ceOsi JlorajkamMd O TOM, YTO MOIVIO CIYYUThCA. ApPTYp
OTKa3bIBaJICA eMy nomorarb. KaxxeTcs, OH TOXe UTHOPUPOBAI CBOETO JApyra, MpoBOJs BCE OOJIbIIE
BpeMeHHu ¢ JIrocu. Mepkypuii cBsizpiBajics ¢ JIFOCH TOXe, M Ta COMIACKUIIACh €EMY IMTOMOYb, HO YK€ Ha
CIeAyIONMIA JIeHb pa3oyapoBajia €ro TeM, YTO OHa HE B CHJIE YTO-TUOO cjenarb. 3BOHKH,
cooOrmieHus... Kaxnapiii neHb OH MPUXOIUI K MOCTY, IJI€ OHM JIIOOMJIM TMPOBOAUTH BpeMs 3a
MYCTBIMU PA3rOBOPAMM WU K€ TPOMKHUM MoJiyaHreM. OH CKydasl U HE IOHUMaJI, TJI€ OCTYITHIICS, B
KaKOW MOMEHT BCE MOUUIO HE TaK.

[Tocne ceromusmmen BcTpeun Mepkypui, KaxeTcs, CTall OJIMkKe K pa3rajke CBOEH IIaHETHI.
PeBHocTh. BeHepa, HaBepHsika, yBujena ero ¢ beranu B OquH JIeHb, HO BMECTO TOTr0, YTOOBI
OOBACHUTHCS, OHA TUXO ynuia. JleByllka nake HE OCTaBWja 3a HUM IPaBO Toj0ca, MOTOMY 4YTO
Hayvaja MpoCTO UTHOPUPOBATH BCE €TO MOMNBITKU CBSA3aThCS C HEM.

HeBecombie o0aka HaAMMIIKCH PO30BOM Kpackoi. TeMHEeTh cTalo yKe€ COBCEM IMO3AHO, HO EMY
ObUTO BCE paBHO. Bunerp €€ mpu COJHEYHOM CBETE WJIM MPHU CBETE JIYHBI, TOJBKO OBl BUAETH U
CJBILIATH.

Mepkypuii ObUT Ha MecTe paHbIle BpeMeHu. OH TepIenBO Kaal €€, HaJesCh, UTO MPABUIBHO
noHstn €€ moceul. IIponuio MUHYT JecsiTh, ABajllaTh, HO HA TOPU30HTE JIOAW TMOSBISUIUCH U
MCYE3JIH, JTUIb OH OJWH, CJIOBHO MAsITHUK, OCTABAJICS HA MECTE.

— IIpuBet, Mepkypuii, — y HEro 3a CIIMHOW MPO3Bydala €€ ronoc. Takoh TUXUN, HEB3PAUHBIM,
KOTOPBIN TEpsJICS B CyeTe€ 3TOr0 ropoaa, HO MapeHb YIOBWI 3BYK. [loBEepHYBIIMCH, OH U caM HE
OKHMJad, HO TMOAXBAaTWJ JIEBYLIKY Ha PYKU W MPOKPYXKUI B Bo3ayxe. OHA TpPOMKO 3acMesiach, U
ATOT CMEX BO3BBIIIAJICS HAJl TOPOJIOM U OBLI TpoMYe OOIIEro Iyina.

— S Tak ckyuan, — cka3aj OH, 103a0bIB 00 OCTOPOKHOCTHU B CIIOBaX.

— S Toxe, HO... TeOs Bellb OECIOKOST HEKOTOPhIE BOMPOCHI? — JIyKaBas yiablOKa yKpalasa



€€ JIn1IO.

— Jla. MHe CTOUT NPOU3HOCUTH UX BCIYX?

— Her, 1 nam cpa3y OTBETBHL

OHu BepHYIUCHh K MOCTY. Po30BbIe 0OJ1aka ObUTH MOX0XKH Ha CaXapHYIO BaTy, OHU OTPaKaIUCh
B BOJIE, HO €CJIM Obl MPUKOCHYIUCH Obl K HEHM, TO pacTBOPUIIUCHL. BeHepa omycTuiia riia3a BHU3,
MOTOMY 4TO, €cJii Obl OHa TOCMOTpEJIa €My B IJ1a3a, TO PAaCTBOPUIIACH OBl B HUX.

— Sl cpenana mar Hazaja, Korjaa TMOHsUIA, 4TO Tepenvia 4epty. Mbl Benb Apy3bsi ¢ TOOOH,
Mepkypuii? — cripocuia JeByIlKa U Bblepxkana rnay3y. Ho onH Hu4ero He orsevas, moToMy 4To €ro
YyBCTBA HE CTOSUIA Ha PAAY C IOHATHEM «JIpyx0a». — S mymana, 9To Mel Ipy3bs. S yBuaena Te0s ¢
TOW JCBYIIKOM M ITOYYBCTBOBaJia, KaK OHO 3a0MJIOCh, — OJIOHJAMHKA MPHIIOKHIA CBOIO PYKY K
rpyau. — OnHa neprkana TeOs 3a pyKy MW IIeJIoBasia, M sl XoTesa ObITh Ha €€ MecTe. Thl cuMTaelb
MEHS CyMacIle /e ?

[lapeHb oTpUIIaTEIbHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— Bewnepa, 11 HE cymacmeamas. . .

— Her, Mepkypuii, Tak U ecTh, — OHa 00OpBaja ero Ha moJjycjioBe. — MpblI o0elanu ObITE
IpY3bsIMH, a S HE CMOIJIAa BBINOJHUTH Jdake AToro obOemaHus. IIpoBoas Bpems ¢ TOOOH, s
HCHBIThIBAJIa HaWIy4yIllM€ YYBCTBA, KOTOPHIX HE HCIBITHIBAJa HUKOIJA, HO Toraa s eme He
nmoHuMasa, yto 3To. M torma, yBuaeB Te0s, s MOYYyBCTBOBANA OCTPYIO 00/b, M TIOKAa OHA HE CTajia
CUJIbHEE U HEBBIHOCHMEE, 5 peImia yopaThes.

— Crano nerue?

— He 0c0060, — oHa TpyCcTHO YIBIOHYIACh M IMIMBITHY/IA HOCOM, IBITASICh JIEP’KATh CBOE MOPE
B paMKax.
— Ilouemy ThI Tak Ooulbcs MOMOOUTH? — OH B3NISIHYT Ha He€. BeHepa kycayia ryObl

n3HyTpu. OH 3HaJ, 4TO TENeph Ka)xJ0€ CIOBO MOAOOHO OpOIIEHHOM I'paHaTe MOXET B30pBaTh €€,
HO HE AyMaJ YHUMATbCs. JlelCTBOBAI HE OCTOPOKHO U, IIOXO¥KE, UTO TOJBKO U KJAJl 3TOTO B3PhIBA.

— Te1 3Haemb, uto Takoe 0O00BL? OFHOTO MpUMEpa B MOEHW >KM3HM XBATUIIO, YTOOBI s
BO3HEHABHU/IEJIA 3TO YYBCTBO. TBOM POIUTENHN, MOXKET, U TOAAIOT TeOe XOPOIUIMid MpUMeEp, HO...

— OHM He 00T APYT Apyra, — MapeHb CKaszall 3TO, KaK KOHCTaTaluio (pakTa.

— Torna TeI TeM OoJiee MOJKEH MOHUMaTh MeHs. Bc€, uTo aenaer 1000Bb — 3TO HECET 3a
coboii pazpymeHus. S He xo4uy OBITH pa3pylleHHOW CHOBa, — BeHepa eliBa He Kpuualia, HO HE
nJiaKaa, [ep>ka CBOM CJIE3bl Ipu cede.

— ToI Tak yBepeHa, 4TO 51 NpUUKMHIO TeOe 00Jb?

— Nunquam dic nunquam.

— Hwukorma He ToBOpH HHMKOTHA, — THXO CKas3al OH, mepeBois gpa3y. OHa C yauBIeHUEM
B3TJISIHYJIA HA HEero. — JIMCTanm Mex Iy TeM, Kak 3BOHUI TeOe U Mmucall COOOIICHHUS.

— Jlait mae Bpemsi, Mepkypuii. Mue ctpammHo. Korna s1 cMory oOpecTtu KpbUibs OeccTparims,
MOYET, TOTJIa 5 CMOTY OBITh YBEPEHHOU XOTh B UEM-TO.

— CKOJIBKO THICSYENETUH Thl IPUKAXKEUIb MHE KJaTh? — €ro Iv1a3a ObUIM YCTaBJICHBI HA HEE.
OH ucKaJl OTBETHI, HO UX MOMPOCTY HE ObUIO HU Ha €€ JIUIIE, HU B €€ TOJIOBE.

— MunmnoH, — oHa 3acMestiack. Ha 3TOT Bompoc He Obulo TOXe OoTBeTa. Bce Bompoch
OTKPBITHI, KaK IIpaMbl Ha €€ TeJe.

I'naBa 16.To the moon and back

3os0Tast pocchlllb HA YEPHOU TKaHU. BedepHsist mpoxiaaa JIacKaeT KOXKY, BbI3bIBasi YyBCTBO
aOCOJIFOTHOTO CIIOKOMCTBHS U paBHOBeCHs BHYTpU. OHA MOJCTABISET CBOE JIMIIO BETPY, 3aKPHIBAET
ia3a U Ha MUT 3a0biBaeT 000 BceM. KTo OoHa, KTO OH M KTO OHHU APYr Apyry? 3amopHBIA BeTep



UTPaeT C BOJIOCAMH JICBYIIIKH, 3a0pachiBaeT UX Ha3a, a MOTOM BHOBb HaJBUTAaeT Ha JnIo. Benepa
CTOUT HA 3TOM MECTE YK€ HECKOJIbKO 4acOB. E€ HOrM 3aCThUIM HAa 3TOM MECTE, CJIOBHO UX 3aJIUJIN
O€TOHOM, HO OHa 0CcO00 W HE XOTesla UATH Kyaa-nbo. [[eBylka mTyOOKO BIBIXa€T XOJOAHBIN
BO3/IyX U YYBCTBYET, KaK OUYMIIAET CBOM JIETKHE OT eaKoro asiMa. Het, Oonbllle HUKaKux curaper!
Huxorna! Benepa noctaer mauky curapeT W coOupaeTcsi MBBIPHYTh MX B PEKYy M BCE JKE€ HE
VAEPKUBAETCSA U MOMKUTAET OAHY. Cephlid IbIM, OT KOTOPOIO YK€ CIE3ATCSA Iva3a, MonagacT el B
JIeTKUe U e€ moAarammHuBaer. Her, Hy)KHO TOYHO OTKa3arbCcs OT curaper. BeHepa TylmT curapery
najbllaMi UM TUXO NMNUT OT O0onu. Ho BCE e 3TO HE MPUUYUHSET € HACTOJIbKO CMEPTEIhHOU
00N, KOTOPYKO OHa YYBCTBYeT, 4TO eil mpuHeceT Mepkypuil. OH XyXe cUraper, OH 4YEpPTOB
HapKOTHK. 3aBUCUMOCTH OT KOTOPOTO OHA HE B CHJIaX MTOOOPOTH.

OH mosBIsiETCA M3 HUOTKYNA, KaK TY4H, YTO 3aKpbUld coO0M 3Be3apl. OT HEro maxHet
curapetamu, nap(proMoM U rpycThlo.

OHHM BO300OHOBMJIM CBOM BCTpPEUM, HO HE BEpHYIM Bpems Haszad. BeHepa cnenunanbHO
MOJIJIEpKMBaJIa PACCTOSIHUE MEX]y HUMH, BBIKHHYB MepKypus U3 cBoed 30HbI KomdopTa. ITO
BBIOMJIO €T0 U3 KoJIeu Toxe. Kaxplil pa3, HaXomsICh PSAJIOM C JIEBYIIKOM, OH YyBCTBOBAJI €€ XOJI0/ U
OTUYKJEHHOCTb, HO 3TO HE OTTaJKHBaio ero. Kakum-to o0OpazoM, 3T0 IUIIb 3aKajsiio Mepkypus u
ero gyBcTBa. OH XOTeN BCeria ObITh OJIFKe Ha Iar XOTs Obl, HO Y HETO ATO HE MOJIy4aioCh.

bout Tenbiid Mait. Jloxau ObUTH peAKMME, HO BCE ke caydannchk. Benepa mpogomxaina padboTy
B cajioHe. TaM HMYero He MEHsUIOCh. J{eHb O0TO IHS BCE OCTaBaloCh Ho-npexkHemy. Ho ycrpansana
au e€ Temepb Takas CTaOUIbHOCTH? Bce 3THM KEHUWMHBI YacaMu PACCKa3bIBAIM € O CBOUX
npoOaeMax, HO, KaKeTCs, y HUX ObUT KJTt0U K UX peieHuto. CBoi eByIllKa He Morjia HaWTH.

3aMeTuB e€ro, €€ ryObl B3JPOTHYIM B CKpPOMHOHN yibiOKe. Eil ObUIO NpHUSATHO, YTO OH
NPOAOJIKAT MPUXOAUTHh Ha BCTPEUYM, KOIJAa OHA Bejla ce0s Tak MpOXJIaJHO ¢ HUM. BeHepa He
OCO3HaBajla, Kak mnepeBepHyna Mup Mepkypus. OH 3aBanuil y4yeOy, ONSTh Hayaldl CCOPUTHCS C
POIUTENSAMU, HO HE MEPECTAN JI€JIATh OAHOIO — YUTAaTh CTUXU. TOJIBKO TEMEPh MAPEHb YUTAI UX
HE Tak, Kak panble. Kaxaoe cil0BO, HAallMCAHHOE HEW3BECTHBIM IO3TOM B ArOHUM YYBCTB,
Mepkypuil 4dyBcTBOBaJl. CTHXM TPOXOAWJIM KpPAaCHOM HHUTBIO TOJ €ro KOXEH, 3aCTaBIssd
B3/IparvBarh Ka)Jbplii pa3, KOrga BOCNOMHUHaHHUS O BeHepe Bo3Bpam@inch. OH NO-TPEKHEMY
MIOMHUJ €€ CMeX, OTOHEK C e€ 1a3 OH Oeper B cBoeM cep/iie. BocmoMmunanus o npexHeir Benepe
MMapeHb XpAaHWJI, KAK HEUYTO CAKPAIBHOE W HE JNCIHUICA 3TUM HU C KeM. BeHepa mpuuuHsia eMmy
00J1b, 0 KOTOPOI paHbIliEe OH U HE AyMal.

Mepkypuii i1 TaONEeTKH, YTOOBI HE UYBCTBOBaTh PaJOCTh WM Majellme €€ MposBICHUs, a
NepecTaB UX MPUHUMATh, TOYYBCTBOBAJI 00Jb. BoJib OTTOr0, YTO AEBYIIKA, KOTOPYIO OH, KaXKETCH,
MoJTFOOMIT Tak 0e3KaJIOCTHO Urpasa ¢ ero cepamnemM. Benepa Havyana nuTh TaOIETKH, YTOOBI XOTS OBI
3aTyMUTh Ty 00JIb, YTO MPUHOCUJI €l BHEIIHUM MUpP, YTOOBI 1aTh CBOMM IpamMaM 3aXKUTbh, YTOOBI
natb ce0e BpeMs BOCCTaHOBUTHCS. Ho mepecTaB ux mpuHUMarb, OHA Oblla HE TOTOBA K TOMY, YTO
OyZeT 4yBCTBOBATh CUACThE. ITO TaKas MEJIOYb, HO 3TO YYBCTBO ObUIO HACTOJILKO HEMPHUBLIYHBIM
it Benepsl, 4To B HEKOM pojie ObLIO J1aXKe TUKUM [Tl HEE.

— IlpuBeT, — coBcem THUXO mpou3Hec OH. Berep yHec ero cioa ¢ coboii. Benepa noitmarna
JUUIIb TYCTOU 3BYK, HO BCE K€ IMOBEPHYJIAa FOJIOBY U TONPUBETCTBOBAJIA MMAPHS YIIBIOKOIA.

— KaxeTcsi, CKopo HauHEeTCs JI0K]1b, — CKa3ajia OHa U 3acMesyiack. [louemy-To e ObuTo Tak
JIETKO Ha JyIlie, 4TO JEBYyIKa Ja)k€ OTKa3bIBajach 3amMedarb, Kak Miaoxo Obuto emy. [lom miazamu
MEIIKH, OH BBIVISACN HE CTOJBKO YCTalbiM, CKOJIBKO M3My4YeHHBIM. EE yiabpiOka BbI3BaJla y HETO
JIVIIb JIETKUX OCKAJL.

— QOueHb CKOpPO, — OH BCTaJl PAJIOM M BCMarpuBalicsl B MOJyHOUHOE He0o. bonbume Tyun



BBIJICTISUTUCh TEMHO CHHHUM LIBETOM Ha uépHOM one Houu. [ToGneckuBamm 3BE3IbI TIe-TO BAJIEKE,
HO TPOMO3JIKHE TYyIH HE XOTEIH YCTYIAaTh UM MECTO U 3aKPhIBATH UX COOOH.

OnHu crosiu Moa4a. MepKypuil He mbITalcs, OyATO CIy4ailHO, MPUKOCHYTHCA CBOEH PYKOM K
e€, MOTOMY YTO Y)K€ 3HaJ, YTO OHA OTACPHET CBOIO MJIM HATSHET pyKaBa eIl OoJiblle W ClIeTaeT
YTO-TO €HIE, TOJBKO Obl OTTOJIKHYTH €ro OT ceOs. Mepkypuil Monayan, Aake HeE TMbITasiACh
pacieBeiuTh BeHepy, ckazaB mnapy-Tpodky IyTok. bbuio Oecrione3Ho BCE, WU OH HauyuMHal
CHaBaThCSI.

BHe3anHo JiesHblE Manbllbl AEBYIIKM OOBHJIM €ro 3amscTbe. BOT OH — ero cracareibHbII
Kpyr. DTOT OJIMH JXKECT Kpuuai cam 3a cedst «He ctout cnaBatbest! bopuch 3a MeHs ganbiie!.

XonoAHbIE KAl Tajaid ¢ Heba, OMbIBas €ro Julo. TspKenble Karulk Majaid BHU3, C
IPOXOTOM YHApssiCh O 3eMIIF0. MepKypuM B3sUl €€ 3a PyKy, BCE €lI€ HEYBEPEHHO, KaK paHbllIe, HO
Korja BeHepa cxkana CBOM MaJIbLbI C €r0, TO 3a €r0 CIIMHOW BBIPOCIIU KPbUIbS.

Jlronu cyeTamBO Ha4yallk MEPEABUTATHCS, TOPOISACH CKPBITHCA TAE-TO 10 Hadalla JUBHS, a OHU
cTosuii Ha MecTe. JJis 3TuX 00ouX MHUp OocTaHOBUWIICS. BeHepa 3ajpana ronoBy BBEpX, YTOOBI KaIljind
OMBLUIM €€ JIMI0, U TPOMKO 3acMesiach. JTO ObUIO TaK BHE3AIMHO, HEOKUAAHHO, HO HA JIMLE MapHs
MOSIBUJIACh TOXE YNIbIOKa, YTO IUIaBHO Iepepociia B cMeX. J[okIp yCUIIMBAJICS, a OHU CTOSJIM U
CMESUIMCh, KaK CyMacUIeIIIeE.

Benepa cxkana cBou manblpl €ui€ CuibHee, cxBatuB Mepkypus 3a pyky. 1 oHa pBaHyna
Briepes. OHU Oexalld Mo T0XKIAEM, HO HE OT HEro, a MPoCTO Mo HUM. J[Be TIaHeThl Mpeonoienu
nponacTth BecenieHHOM 1 ObUTH BMECTE HalepeKkop 00CTOATENbCTBAM.

JlobexxaB 10 TMEpBOro Iepeyika, AEBYIIKa OCTAaHOBUIIACH, CIPATABIIMCH IOJ 3aHABECOM.
Benepa onepnace 0 cTeHy, OJIOKUB pyKH Ha uieun napHs. OH ynbidancs. Mepkypuil nepecran
pa3IMy4arh peaIbHOCTh U COH, IIO3TOMY IIPOCTO HACIAXKIAICA MOMEHTOM. OCTOPOKHO OH MOJIOKHUII
PYKH Ha TaJIMIO IEBYIIKH, OIIACASICh €€ PEaKLINU.

— 5 MHOro nymama, — THUXUM, OXPHIIIIMM TOJIOCOM IPOMU3HECIA AECBYIIKA, MPUKYCUB
HIDKHIOW TyOy. BeHepa omyctuna masza BHu3. OH BbIIEpKHBAJ May3y, TOTOMY YTO HaBEpHSKa
3HaJ, YTO CJOBa cedyac OyayT M3NUIIHU. MepKypuil Toxe ayMall, HO BCE€ MBICIU €ro ObUIH
CIIyTaHHBIMH W HEIOHSATHBIMU €My caMOMy. Heckonbko Helenb eMy HNPUXOIUIIOCh KUTh B
JOTaJIKax.

— Ho s nmpumnma K TOMy, YTO pa3yM CTAHOBHUTCS OECHOJIE3HBIM B CEPJACUYHBIX JeNax, —
J€BYyILIKAa OCMENWIACh MOAHATH Mia3a. Jluno Mepkypus Obuto yxe coBceM Onm3ko. OHa 3aramia
JBIXaHUE, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJIA, YTO ITPOU3OUIET yXKE Uepe3 CEKYHY.

Korna Benepa 3akpbuia masa, ero ryosl KocHynuch e€. E€ Hakpbuio BomHOW. ['poM B rosose,
MOJIHMSI — TMpSMO B cepile. OTO ONPEeTeHHO ObUI0O HOBOE YYBCTBO, KOTOPOTO OHAa HeE
HCTIBIThIBAJIA paHee. JeBynka norepsiia pa3yM U € TOJIOBOW HBIPHYJIA B 3TO YyBCTBO, KOTOPOTO OHA
TaKk CHUJIbHO Ooslach paHee. DTO ObUIO JOBOJIBHO HEOOBIYHO M, HABEPHOE, CTOMJIO TOTO, YTOOBI
MpeaaTh CBOU MPUHIIMIIBL.

— Ilouwm 3a MHOM, — TIpOLLIENTANIA OHA, KOTJa UX IMOLEIYH IpEpBaCs.

[Ton mpOJIMBHBIM JIOXKJIEM OHU O€Xaldu C OJHOM CTOPOHBI YIUIIBI Ha JPYryro, Mpsiyach OT
noxnst U cMmesach. Korma oHu ObutM y ABEpel, Beaynmx K oMy BeHepbl, To Hemenss 3a0exanu
BHYTpb. [Ipexe uem NmonHIThCS Ha HYKHBIA 3TaXK, OHU MEPEeBOIUIN JbixaHue. Bes onexna Obuia
IIPOMOKJIOW, XOJOJAHBIC KAaIl€JIbKM CKATBIBAJINCh [0 KOYKE, OCTaBIISII CBOU CJEIBI, BOJIOCHI
TSDKEJIBIMU TPY3AMU CAJalId Ha [UICYH.

OHU MOJHSIKNCH HABEPX.

— JlxeliH HeT aoma, — IOsACHUJA JEBYIIKA, KOTJa OTKpBUIA JBEpPU, 3a KOTOPBIMU HX



BCTpeTWIA TeEMHOTAa. OHM pa3yauch W NMPOLUIM HAa KyXHIO. BeHepa mocraBuia Ha INIATY YalHUK.
WM HY>XHO OBIJIO HEMHOTO TETLIa, YTOOBI COTPETHCSI.

— S moiiy B CBOIO KOMHATy, IepeofieHych. Tebe mydllie ToXe pa3aeThCs, — OHa CMYIIEHHO
OTBEJIA B3IJISAJl OT HETO U 3aKOHYHUJIA IPEAJIOKEHNE, — HMHaYe 3a00JIeellb.

OH ynbiOHYNICS. E€ HEeBMHHOCTh M CMYIIEHUE Ka3ajduCh €My MWIIBIMH. JIHMcTas 3Ty KHUTY
Jajiblle, OHAa HpaBUjach eMy TOJIbKO Oojblie. [Ipoiias B cBoro komHary, BeHepa He cpasy Havana
nepeoaeBarbcsa. OHA ynajia Ha KpOBaTb W TUXO B3BU3THYIA OT cYacThi. OCTOPOXKHO JIEBYIIKA
MPUTPOHYIACh MAJIbIIJAMU K CBOMM Try0aM, MbITasCh COUTh C HUX BKYC TOTO mouenys. Eil HyxHO
oonbie. Eit Mmano onnoro nonenysa. Coe pemieHue Benepa odbepHyna B mosib3y Mepkypus U Tenepb
3aCJIY’KMBAET XOTs OBl €IIE OJTHOTO MOIIEITYA.

Ona mnepeonenack B mnuxamy. Cepblii KOMIUIEKT, COCTOSIMMN U3 KOQTHI C JUIMHHBIMHU
pyKaBaMH, HO HEMMOBEPHO KOPOTKHMH LIOPTAMU, KOTOPBIE AEBYIIKA OTYASHHO MbITANIACH OTTAHYTh
BHU3.

— 4 yKe BBIKJIIOYMII YalHUK, — CKa3aJl MapeHb, KaK TOJIbKO BeHepa Bbllllia U3 KOMHATBHL
Kpome OokcepoB 1 HOCKOB Ha HEM O0JIbIle HUYEro He ObUI0. [[eByllka CMYIIGHHO OMYyCTHUIA 1ia3a
BHU3, CTAPASICh HE 3aJCPKUBATH CBOM B3IJISJ HA €TO TEJIE.

— bynens 3eneHblii uiu 4YepHBIA Yall? — CHOpoOCHJIa OHA, JIOCTaBasl JBE KOPOOOUKHU C
3aBapKaMH.
— 1 Oymy xode, eciu MOXKHO, — OH YABIOHYIICS, 3aMETUB HUYTOXKHBIE MOMBITKU BeHepsl He

CMOTPETH Ha HETO.

— JIkeitH mpoTuB Ko(permHa, OHa CUMUTAET, YTO OH IUIOXO BIUSET HA MOIO MCHUXUYECKYIO
CUCTEMY.

— Torna sicHO, moYemMy ThI TaK 4acTo Xoauilb B CrapOakc.

Benepa 3acMmesiach B OTBET.

— B o0miem, s caenana Tede 3eIeHbIN.

Ona nmocTaBuiIa KpYXKy IpsIMO nepe]; HUM, korna Mepkypuil HaKJIOHWIICS Yepe3 CTOJ U CHOBA
norenosai e€ B ryObl. BeHepa He oTka3anachk OT JKeJIaeMOoro M MOocCJie pacCOeIMHEHUS, IollesIoBala
Mepkypus cama eg pas.

— 1 mory Tebe marh cnopTuUBHBIE OproKM J[»KelH, 4TOObl MHE OBLIO MEHEE HEJNIOBKO? —
CIpOCHJIa OHA, KOrja MOUeNyd NPEeKpaTUiCi, U OHU MNPOCTO CMOTpPEIU APYr ApYyry B IVasa,
MpYKABIMCH JIOOM O J100. BeHepa uyBcTBOBajia, Kak €€ cepjile OCIIEHO BBHICTYKUBAET PUTM €€
mobumon necHu Agnenb. OHa 3aKychIBa€T HUXKHIOIO T'yOy, HO YIbIOKa OT 3TOr0 HE CTaHOBHUTCSA
MEHEE IIMPOKOi1, a MOXKET, J1a’)Ke HA000pOT.

— Kak tebe yromHo, — OH 3acMesuics U, B KOHIIE KOHLIOB, HE YIEp>KaJiCd OT TOro, 4TOObI
IOIIEJIOBaTh JEBYLIKY €l pa3. DTOT MOLENyll ObI KOPOTKMM, HO €My XOTEJIOCh IIeJIOBarh €&
€KECEKYHTHO.

Benepa yganunace B komHary J[elH, OTKyda 4Yepe3 MHUHYTY YK€ BBIIUIa C KOMIUIEKTOM
OJIEK/IBI.

— 4 B3sina emi€ u Gpyroonky. Jlymaro, Tede Kak pa3 Mmoouer.

Benepa orBepHymnace, korga Mepkypuil mnepeonmeBanca. OHa cena Ha JuBaH Iepeq
TEJEBU30POM M Hauaja INeJIKarh KaHajbl, ITOKa HE IMOYYyBCTBOBaja, KaK AWBAH PsIOM C He
HPOTHYJCS.

— Kak fonro 3to OyzeT auThesi? — cipocuia OHa, MOJI0KKB rojIoBy eMy Ha miedo. — Benp
HUYTO HE BEYHO.

— OTO 3aBUCHUT TOJBKO OT Hac. Ho mymaro To, 4TO BHYTpU Bpsi[ JIU YyXKe€ KOTrJa-HUOYIb



MMOKUHET Hac.

— Huxorga He MOKHWHET Hac, — OHa YIBIOHYIACh, a 3aTeM el pa3 moiienoBana mnapHs. OT
crapoii BeHepsl He ocTanoch U ciena. M3 HecuacTHOM, HayraHHOM 0 CMEPTU JIEBUYYILIKH, YTO
MPATAIACH B CBOEH KOMHATE OT CBOETO MbSHOTO OTI[A, OHA MPEBPATUIAch B CYACTIIMBYIO JIEBYLIKY,
KOTOPOU XOYETCSl KpUYaTh BCEMY MUPY O TOM, YTO OHA TENEPh ApyTasl.

I'naBa 17. My new secret

Ha ropon HeoxumanHo ynana jieTHssA )kapa. COoJHIE yKacHO MEKJO, OCIEIUIUIO, HO, TEM HE
MeHee, Bc€ Obuto TepnuMo. OcoOEHHO, KOTjia HOYBI0 BO3yX CTAHOBUJICA MPOXJagHel, Hebo —
TEMHEe, a 4YyBCTBAa — HAKWIEHHBIMU. OTO OBUIO Jydlllee BpeMs roga. Bpems, korga Bce
MPUKJIIOYECHUS TOJIbKO HAYMHAIUCH, HACTYIHUIIO JIETO.

C xaxnapiMm gHeM Benepa Bc€ Oonbllie 3a0bpIBajla O CBOMX COMHEHHUSX, OHa BCE OOJIBIIE
3a0bIBajia O MPOILIOM U BCE OOJIbILIE HBIPSUIA C TOJIOBOM B HACTOsAIIEE, MTOPO 3a0bIBast O TOM, KTO
oHa U 4yeM 3aHumaercs. Kazanoch, Benepa cmoria n30aBUTHCS OT CBOMX CTPAaxOB, HO HE OTO BCEX.
Bpems or BpeMeHH KomMapel B IIOCJIEAHEE BPEMs BCE 4Yallle MOCEIIAIM €€ TOJIOBY U IBITAIUCH
Oynro Obl BepHYTh cTapyto Benepy. Eif moBTOpSICS TOT caMblii CTpaIlHBIN COH, TA€ OTel] yOuBai eé
Marb, a 3aT€M IIeJ C HOKOM Ha He€. JleBylllka mpochlaiack MmocepeauHe Houu M Iurakaia. OHa
ObL1a Ha IMYTH 3a0BIThsI CBOETO MPOILLIOT0, HO OHO HE XOTEJIO OBITh 3a0BITHIM.

B conHeuHblli MIOHBCKUM JIeHb BeHepa He Haxoauiaa HU4Yero ocobeHHoro. Bce nHu ObLin
MOXO0XKH MEXTy COOOH, U B 3TOM OBLJIO YTO-TO U MPEKPACHOE U yKACHOE.

YTpeHHssl cMeHa B caJOHE MOYTH 3aKaHuuBaiach. [lociienHss KIMEHTKa U Ha 3TOM BCE.
Benepa, Tem He MeHee, HE CIelMIIa, a Jejiajia CBOI0 pabdoTy aKKypaTrHO, 3a YTO € U Iiarwid. Y
He€ ObUT HE BEChbMa CIIOKHBIA MPUHITUII, KOTOPBIA 3aKJI0UAJICAd B TOM, YTO Kak paboTaeimb — TO U
MOJTy4yacllb.

Korna Benepa yxe pgozmenana CBOIO poOOTYy M C BOCXMIIEHHEM CMOTpeia Ha OTpakKeHue
HE3HAKOMOM €U KECHUMHBI B 3€pKaje HAIMpPOTHUB, TO BHE3aHO €€ BHUMAHWUE MPUBJIIECKIA JIpyras
durypa, 4To cTosuia 3a e€ cnimHoi. E€ ynpiOka moHuKIA.

— 3IpaBCTByiiTE, MUCC XOJUIMAEH, — CKa3aja XeHImHa. E€ cTporuili XOonoAgHBI rosioc,
CJIOBHO OCTpPOE€ JIE3BUE HOXA, MPUCIOHWIICS K IlIe€ ACBYIIKH U AaBWJ. EIIE HEMHOTO M MPOJBETCS
repBasi KPOBb.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, MUCCUC AHAEPCOH, — BeHepa mbITanach NpuiaTh CBOEMY TOJ0CY OOJbIIEH
YBEPEHHOCTH, XOTs, HA CAMOM JIeJie, €€ PYKH YK€ HEPBHO IMOApPAaruBav OT crpaxa. OHa mporuia
MHMO, OyaTo €i BcE paBHO. PaccumTanach ¢ KJIMEHTKOM M yxXe Hadajla youparb CBOE pabouee
MECTO.

— S npuna crooja He MPOCTO TaK, MOS MUJas JE€BOYKA, — MHUCCHC AHAEPCOH MbITanach
IOJIIaTh HEMHOTO caxapy K CBOEMY r'0JIOCY, HO OT 3TOT'0 OH HE CTAHOBUJICS CJIAILE.

— W yero e BaM HaJI0 OT MEHS? — CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA, TTPOIOJIKAsT YOOPKY.

— Jlng Hayanma MHE HY)XKHO TBO€ BHHMAaHHE, — YK€ HE CKpbIBasg CBOEU CEPBE3HOCTH,
OTBETHUJIA JKEHIIMHA. BeHepa BbIpsiMUIIa CIIUHY, €€ 1a3a ObUIM Ha OIHOM YPOBHE IJIa3 MHUCCHUC
Annepcon. O0e He CKpbIBaJIM CBOEH BpaxJeOHOCTU U HEJIOBEPUS JIPYT K JIPYTY.

— Eu€ uto-10? — JeByllka NPUIIOAHSIIA OAHY OpOBb, OKMHYB ONMOHEHTKY MPE3PUTEIHHBIM
B3IsiI0M. BHYyTpu Benepa duyBcTBOBaja cTpax v ¢ APYyrom CTOPOHBI TOPAOCTH 3a TO, UTO MPOSIBIIACT
CBOKO CMEJIOCTh, CMOTPHT B IJ1a3a CBOEMY CTPaxy.

— Hawm ctout o0cynuth koe-uto. Eciu Thl yke ocBOOONMIIACh, TO JaBail CS/IeM B KaKOM-TO
CIIOKOMHOM MECTE U MEPETOBOPUM.

— He nymato, 4To HaMm €cTh 0 UeM rOBOPUTH, — OTBETHUJIA OJIOHAMHKA U OTBEPHYIACH.



3alinsg B HEOONBINYI0O KOMHATKy JUIsl TIEpCOHANA, JEBYIIKa CHsjia ¢ cels (opmy, pacdecana
BOJIOCHI, YAIBIOHYJIACh cama cede U yKe TOoToBa Oblia uATH. BHe3anHo e€ mieda KTO-TO KOCHYJICS, OT
4ero Bcs €€ YBEPEHHOCTh paccesyiach, U Ha JOJI0 CEKYH/Ibl OHa TOYyBCTBOBaja crpax. Ho aTo Obiia
Bcero juib Topu. JleByllka ckazaia, 4To 3aJ€pKUTCS HEMHOIO JOJIbIIE B CAJIOHE U 4TO BeHepa
MOXET UATU 0e3 He€. MbICIeHHO OJIOHJIMHKA PYTHYJIach, MUCCUC AHJEPCOH HaBEpHsSKa €l He
ylllia, ¥ TeNepb € TOUHO He U30ekKaTh €€ KOMITaHUM.

Briiias B 3as1, BeHepa He 3aMeTuiia TaM >KEHIMHBI U yxe Oblla oOpajoBaiach TEM, YTO Ta
nepBor orctynwia. Ho korna oHa BbIIUIA HA YIIHILY, M KTO-TO CXBATHII €€ 3a PyKy, TO Cpa3y NOHsJIA,
YTO HTO €ILIE JAJIEKO HE KOHEIL.

— JlangHo, naBanTe MOroBOpUM. TOJIBKO MBI IOMJIEM TYHA, KyAa X0y 5.

Muccuc AnaepcoH ycTtpauBaid xoTsi Obl Takod packiana. beccnopHo, Benepa BbiOpara
Crapbaxc. B 06en 31ech ObLT Yac-nIMK, HO OHU YCIIENIH 3aHSTh OJUH U3 CTOJIMKOB, KOTOPBIA TOJBKO
ocBoOommics. IlycTele TpsA3HbIE CTaKaHYMKHM €I He ycmenu yOparb co croja, korna Benepa
ycaauia MUCCUC AHIEPCOH 3a 3TOT cToJ. JKeHIMHA cela Ha CaMblid KpaelleK MATKOrO IMBAaHYMKA,
NpukaB K ce0e CBOIO MaJIeHbKYI0 CyMOUKy. OHa BBIISIZIENIa HEMHOIO HAlyraHO U PacTEepPSHHO
OJIHOBpeMEeHHO. BeHnepy 3o nuiis Hacmenmiio. Ha e€ Tepputopun y He€ ObUIO OOJIBIIE MIAHCOB.

Korna neByiika u3 nepcoHalia youpania co CTojia, MUCCUC AHIEPCOH MOMpPOcHia y He€ MEHIO,
32 YTO B OTBET JIMIIb MOJIYYUIIa CMEIIOK.

— 3n1ech caMOOOCIIy)KMBaHWE, — OTBETUJIa JIEBYIIKa B 3e€JeHON (PyTOOoiKe W (apTylike C
JIOTOTHUIIOM 3aBEJIEHUS M yluia. BeHepa 3a 9To BpeMs yKe ycrena cAeliaTh 3aKas, J0XKIaThCsl ero
MIPUHECTH.

— I'ne Th1 ObIIa? — HEMPUBBIYHBIM T'OJIOCOM ITPOMHUIIAJIA KEHIIMHA.

— $1 B3s1a BaM TOPSIYMI IOKOJIAJl, €CIIM XOTUTE caxap, TO caMH JO0OaBUTE, — OHa MOCTaBUJIa
nepel Hel cTakaHYMK ¢ Kode M Opocuiia NMaKeTUKU C caxapoMm. [Jaza >KEHUMHBI 3aMETHO
OKPYIJIWJINCH, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, OHA B3sJIa CTAKAHYMK B PYKHU U MOJHECHA K HOcy. [laxiio Hemioxo,
MOATOMY OHA PUCKHYJIA 1a)Ke CAENaTh INIOTOK.

— S ne Oymy Opocarb Mepkypusa, — BeHepa npuctynuia cpa3dy K arake, Moka MHCCHUC
AHJIEpCOH MEPBOM HE Hayaa e€.

— S 3Ha10 0 Tebe Bc€, munas. Tol poaunacek B Hetokacie. TBos MaTh youia TBoero otia 3a To,
YTO OH M30MBai €€, a 3aTeM YrOAMJIa B IICUXYLIKY.

JIeByIlIKa TSKEJIO B3JOXHYJIA M HEBOJBHO ITOMOPLIAIACH, KOTZIa MUCCUC AHIEPCOH BKparie
BBUIOXKHJIA IIEPE]] HEW €€ UCTOPUIO, Pacriopoa €€ CTapble MPAMBL.

— 1 »10 3Ha0 U 6e3 Bac. Brl mbITaeTech STUM MPUKATh MEHS K CTeHE? — €€ TOJI0C 3aMETHO
ocnabes, Ho OHa BCE elé ieprKanach, BRITPSIMUB CBOIO TOJIOBY M MOJIHSIB TOPI0 MO100POIOK.

— Her. MHue u3BecTHO em€ koe-uTo. TBOIO Marh BbIMUCANW K3 OOJIbHUIIBL. OHA MbITACTCS
HalTH TeOs, a 00 PTOM Thl 3HaiNa? — KEHIMHA JIYKaBO YIBIOHYIAach, CHEJIaB IIIOTOK CBOETO
HanuTka. KTo-To mpoxoas MUMO, 3a1ienuil €€ 3a IJIe40, YeM HEMHOT'O OTBJIEK.

— Ecnu Obl OHa MeHs uckana, TO JaBHO Haupia Obl. J[»eWH ocTaBujia CBOM HOMEp E
COLIMAJIbHOM CiIy»k0e ropoaa Ha 3ToT ciyyail. K ToMy ke, ecau Obl oHa jgaxe 3BoHWIA J[xeitH, To
OoHa ObI TOYHO CcKa3ayia Obl MHE 00 3TOM. M Kak OOHYC, CKaXy BaM MO CEKPETY, sl BOBCE HE HYXHA
cBoelr Mmarepu. [locnenauii pas, Korja s BUAEIACh ¢ HEH, OHA Jajga MHE 00 3TOM SICHO IOHSATh, —
Benepa cama coMHeBaniach B CBOMX CJIOBax, HO €€ rojioc HE MOJaBall v BUAY Ha 3TO.

— S mory yoenuThb Te0si B 00paTHOM, — POBHBIM TUXHUM TOJIOCOM MPOU3HECTA )KEHIIMHA.

— Kakoro uépra BBl ceifuac BooOie aenaere? — Benepa cimyuyailHO 3alenuia JOKTEM
CTaKaHYMK, U €€ kode pa3iauics no croiy. JeByika cpa3y ke cxBaruiach 3a caldeTkyd U Hadala



BBITUPATh, POXKUTAsI B CBOEH OMIMOHEHTKE JIBIPY.

— IlpITarocs TOMOYb.

— Kakas Bam oT 3TOro nons3a? B yem nmonBox? — €€ CMENOoCTh pa3Besyiach, U TENEPh OHA
MIPOCTO CHOBAa NPEBpAruiach B JIEBYIIKY, YTO IIbITAJaCh HAWUTH OTBETHl HAa CBOM BOMPOCHL
[lepBeHCTBO OBLIO B pyKax MUCCUC AHIEPCOH.

— To1 yezxkaeus B Hetokacn u He roBopuiilb 00 3ToM MepKypuio.

— Sl He Oyny ero 6pocars! — nepebuna e€ Benepa.

— S TeGe roBopro He 00 3TOM. ThI enelib, HUYETO HE TOBOPHUIIL €My 00 3TOM, U MOBEPh MHE,
OH caM OpocuT TeOs, — JIeBylKa YIUBJICHHO IOCMOTpEIa HAa >KEHIIMHY, OTKUHYB TIpS3HBIC
candeTku B CTOPOHY. — MepKypuii BOBce HE TOT, KTO TeOe HykeH. Thl aMOMIIMO3HAs JIEBOYKA U
00s13aTeIbHO CMOKEIIb IOOUTHCA B )KU3HU TOTO, 4yero Tede xoueTcs. Tebe HyX eH MapeHb, KOTOPHIiA
OyzneT TBoel oropoil. Moii ChbIH TaKOBBIM HE SIBISIECTCS.

— MHe Hy)XeH OH M HHUKTO JApyroi. S o000 ero, — yBepeHHO cka3ajia BeHepa, MOTHSE
BBICOKO T'OJIOBY.

— Torna Tebe nmpuaeTcs BEHIOUPATh MEXKAY MATEPHIO U HUM.

— MHe He HyXHO Oyner BbIOMpaTh HHM MeEXIy Kem. Jlymaro, Ha 3TOM Hall pa3roBOp
OKOHYEH, — OJIOHJIMHKA PE3KO BCTalla M3-3a CTOJa, B3MaxHyla JAEMOHCTPAaTHMBHO BOJIOCAMHU U
Moupia K BbIXOy, OCTABUB MUCCUC AHIEPCOH HU C YEM.

JleByika OBICTPHIMH IIIATaMU BO3Bpalliayiach AoMoiu. Eil ObL10 ’kapko, HO HE OT TOTO, YTO
COJIHIIE TIPUIIEKAJIO B TOJIOBY, a M3-3a TOTO, YTO KPOBb KuIlena B kuiax. OHa He cTania 00ayMbIBaTh
CJIOBa JKCHIIMHBI, YTO SIBHO HE Xejlajia eil ;o0pa, a mpocTo NpHHsUIa uX, Kak (akt. EE He
BOJIHOBAJIM BOIPOCHI, KAK 3TO CTaJI0 U3BECTHO MUCCUC AHIEPCOH, BPET OHA UJIU HET, CKOPEE BCETO,
onedyet vin xe HeT? OHa MPOCTO YITYCTUIIA TOT Psi/i BOIIPOCOB, OCTABUB UX HA TTOTOM.

JIBepu B KBapTUPY ObLIN OTKPBITHL, 3TO O3Ha4aio, yTo J[kelH yxe Obuta qoma. Ckopee Bcero,
Ha 00€/IEHHBIN TIepephIB OHA PEIHIIA 3aNVISIHYTh JOMOM, 4ToObI moecth. Ho Benepe »To comwio Ha
pyku. Bce e€ Bonmpocsl cernyac KacaIuch JIMb J[)KEHH U TOro, 3HaeT JIU OHA TO, UTO U3BECTHO €U U
npasjia Jiv 3TO.

— BeHnepa, 3T0 ThI? — AOHECCS rOJIOC U3 KyXHH.

— Jla, 1 MHE HY>KHO C TOOOH MOTOBOPUTH, — 0€3 MPUBBIYHOTO CapKa3Ma OTBETHJIA JCBYIIIKA.
CxunyB 00yBb, OHa OyKBaJIbHO 3ajieTelia Ha KyxHI0. [[>keliH cioBuia e€ 00eCIOKOCHHBIN B3I, 1
ATO cpasy ke HACTOPOKUIIO.

— S Toxxe nomkHa Tebe Koe-uTo cka3arth. ILloH caenam MHe mpeioKeHHe.

— Mamy BbImHUcaau U3 OOJBHUIBI? — OHHU TPOM3HECIH JBA MPEJIOKEHUS B YHUCOH. —
[Topoxu, 4TO ThI cKa3ana? — mepnas nepecnpocuiia Benepa.

— Hagepnoe, To 4yTOo THI yciblmana. A Tbl... Tebe kTO-TO 3BOHUI? KTO-TO moaxomun k
Tebe? — JI>kelH JKeJle3HOW XBaTKOW BIIeNWJIAch B Ijieuu JAeBylku. E€ Oyaro oxBaruia maHHWKa,
OHa 103a0blIa 0 CBOEH HOBOCTH, OTJIOKUB €€ Ha 3aJJHUM IIJIaH, U 3akujiaina Benepy Borpocamu.

— OT0... DTO HE TaK BaXXHO, — Y OJIOHJMHKH BCKPYXHUJIACh TOJOBA OT CTOJBKUX COOBITHH,
4yTO BbIOMIA €€ U3 KoJien. BCE e MOCTOSHHOCTD B JKU3HU €€ mpuBjekaia Oomnbine. — J[xKeiH, 3To
MpaBa WA HET?

— 41 ne 3nar0, — JI>keitH HaxmMypuia OpoBH, OMyCTUJIA IJ1a3a BHU3 M HEMHOTO OCJIa0ujia CBOIO
XBaTKY.

— Torna s eny B Hetokacia! — BeHepa crioxBaTuiach ¢ MecTa M mooekasa B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— Tw1 conma ¢ yma! S Te6s HUKyna oguy He ornymty! — J[>keitH moOerkana Beiiea 3a Hell.

JleByllika qocTajna U3-1oJ KpoBaTH YeMOJIaH U Hauyajia CKUJbIBaTh Tyda Belm co mkada. OHa



HEOpEeXKHO KOMKAJIa CBOKO OJICK Y M 3aKUIbIBaIa €€ BHYTPh. [[>KeilH cTosma B IBEpsX, MO €€ meKam
cTpyuiuch ciné3nl. HaBepHOe, ciienoBanio ckazarb BeHepe 0 TOM 3BOHKE M3 COIMAIBHOMN CITY)KOBI.
bruio Obl stydine, ecau Ob OHA y3HasIa 00 3TOM OT Heg.

— Benepa, ocranoBucs! Kyma Tbl ceiiuac moenenp? — KEHIIMHA CXBaruja JEBYIIKY 32
JIOKOTh, OCTAHOBUB €€. BeHepa nepeBoauia ApIXxaHue, B €€ mIa3ax ropesl He3a0poBbld Oronb. OHa
ObLIa PENIMTEILHO HACTPOCHA U JIFOObIE MPEMSITCTBUS ObLITU OECIIOE3HBI.

— S eé Opocumia. S nomxnHa ObITH ceilyac ¢ Heil. Sl AomKHA BCE UCIPABUTh, — THXO
npousHecia JeBymka. Cn€3pl KaTUIUMCh BHU3 MO €€ IekaM. BHyTpeHHee paBHOBecue ObUIO
HapyieHo. Muccuc AHIEpPCOH cymena JOOUTHCS KEeJIaeMOro pe3yinbTaTa.

— Tor He Opocana e€, — JlxeliH B3siiia BeHepy 3a pyky ¥ HEXHO MOMIaXKuBayia €€, MbITasCh
YCHOKOUTh. — ThI HE BUHOBATa HU B YEM.

— 4 pymana, 4to el nueBarh Ha MeHs. S caanach, — HOTM JIEBYNIKW NOJKAIIMBAINCH, U OHA
cena Ha kpoBarb. CropsiTaB cBoe JuI0, BeHepa rpomko miakana. Panbliue TabieTku momoranu
3amiynaTh €€ 00ib, a ceduac OHa cTaja Takoil ciiaboil u 3To HeBbiHOCMMO. C Mepkypuem oHa
cMomia 3a0bITh O MpoOJiIeMax, KOTOpbIe NEWCTBUTEIBLHO HYXKJAJIUCh B pemeHuu. M celivac mop
IIPECCOM MUCCHC AHJAEPCOH, OHAa YyBCTBOBAJIA C€0S HE MHPOCTO OTBPATUTEIBHON [OYEPHIO, a
OTBPATUTEIIbHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

— CeromHs ke MO3BOHIO B COLIMANBHYIO CIYXOy U crpouly, rae ceiuac Haxomutcs Koppu.
Jlagno? — JlxelH cupaena Bosine Benepsl. OHa yyBCcTBOBaja BHUHY Nepell AeBylKol. E€ riymbli
Arou3M ObLT HEYMECTEH U B JIIOOOM ciydae ImpaBja BCEr/la CTAHOBUTCS SIBBIO.

— IloxamyiicTa, cmemaid 3TO OpsAMO celvac, — €€ 3alUIaKaHHBIE Ivla3a TaK NPEJaHHO
CMOTpEIN, IPOKUTas HACKBO3b. J[KEWH MOAHSAIACh C MECTA M ITONUIA HAa KyXHIO. BepHyBIIMCh, OHA
y’Ke Hauajia HabupaTh HOMep. 3a/iepXkaB JpIxaHue, BeHepa nplTanack yJI0BUTh 3BYKH, JOHOCSIIMECS
C TOM CTOPOHBI TPpYyOKH. 'y110K, ryAoK, ronoc!

— ComnmansHas ciy6a ropona Hetokacin, Benukas bputanus, BHUMaTeIbHO CIIyIIaeT Bac.

— XKenumna, no umenn Koppu Xomnupei, 1okHa Obuta 0OpaTUTHCS K BaM, KOTJA MCKalia
CBOKO 104b, — JleWH nmomisapiBana Ha BeHepy, KOTOpas ¢ 3aMHUpaHUEM CEpALA OTCIEKHUBAJA
KaX0€ CJIOBO.

— Br1 €€ cecTtpa? ITO ¢ BAMU MBI CBSI3bIBAJINCH?

— Ja, na, 3To s, — NPUKYCUB HUKHIOIO I'yOy, OHA YIBIOHYIACh.

— Muccuc Xommmzaeit Ooibllle HE HAXOAUTCS TMOJ HAIMM KOHTPOJEM, IOdTOMY €&
MECTOHAX0XXJACHUSI Mbl HE 3HaeM. [[pUHOCMM CBOM WM3BUHEHHSA, HO 3Ty HH(OpManuUi MbI HE
MOKEM BaM MPEIOCTABUTH U3-3a €€ OTCYTCTBUSL.

— JlagHo, g Bc€ nonsa. Crracn6o 0obIoe, 10 CBHAAHUS.

COpocuB 3BOHOK, JKEHIIMHA OTPHUIATEIHHO MOKayaia rojloBoil. be3 cioB Bc€ ObUTO MOHSITHO.
Poryar ynpasnenusi Obul B pykax muccuc AnzaepcoH. I Benepa Obuia roroBa K TOMy, 4TOOb
MO3BOJIUTH €1 HaXkaTh Ha Hero. BeiOopa He 0CTaBaoCh.

I'naBa 18. Freedom in my veins

KakoBo CTOSITh Ha pa3BUJIKE MyTE€W M AymMarh, Kakol CTOUTH BblOparh? Kakoil M3 HuUX Oyner
npaBwIbHBIM? OHa TOJIBKO Hadajia KUTh, TOJIBKO CTYNUJIA HA JAOPOTY )KU3HHU, KaK CTOJKHYIACH C
COTHEM Heyhad. [louemy )KU3Hb TaKk HECHIpPaBeAJINBA K HEKOTOPBIM JTIOAsAM? FMIMEHHO K HEKOTOPBIM,
He KO BceM! [loTomMy 4TO eCTh JIF0IH, dKU3Hb KOTOPBIX MPOILIBIBAET PAa3MEPEHHO U CIIOKOMHO. EcTh
MEJIKUE HEYpAIUIbl, 0€3 3TOr0 HUKyIa HE OOOMTHCH, HO ATUM JIOASAM HUYTO HUMOUEM. Takux
mone Koppu HaspiBana CWIBHBIMH. Tak:Ke HEKOTOPBIE JIFOAM CIIOTBIKAKOTCS JaXKEe O CaMble
MaJieHbKHe KaMHHM M maaaroT. Korjga KTo-TO Jiomaercsi, XoTsi Obl HEMHOXKO, IOl BO3JEHCTBUEM



BHEIIIHUX CHUJI, IPYTHE JIIOAN CTApaloTCs T0JI0MAaTh ITOTO YesioBeka. Takue moau — cialble.

Benepa cugena B cBoeil koMHare W Tulakaia HaB3pbil. EE mepemnonHsiia 3m06a u oduga 3a
CBOIO cllabocTh. JKU3HB HE MPOCTO HECMpaBeAIMBa, OHA pa3pylmTeabHa. Paspyiiaer denoBeka,
KOTOPBIM MBITAETCS MPOCTO OBITH XOPOIIMM M HUCKaTh B HEW 4TO-1M00 ynuButenbHoe. Ho cyTth B
TOM, YTO KaK TOJBKO Thl HaXOAMIIb YTO-TO, PaAW YEro CTOUT >KHUTh, 3TO K€ U pa3pyliaer Teds u
3aCTaBIISIET T€Os JyMaTh O CMEPTH.

B nonympake neByilka majabllaMy HaXoAuJia CBOM IIPAMbl, KOTOPBIMU OBUIO YCBITaHO BCE €&
TeNlo, Kak HeO0o 3BE3maMu. OHa HalllynblBajda MX, a 3aT€EM HAXKUMAaJIa HA HUX M TUXO LIMMENIa OT
6omu. Bcé€ emg Gomut. Moxer, 60ip HUKyna B He yxommia? Chpstanach MoJ KOXKEW W xKiaia
yIO0OHOTO MOMEHTa, YTOOBI CHOBA BBINMOJ3TH Hapyxky Mmuccuc AHIEPCOH 3HANA, Kyaa HYXHO
Ha)kaThb, YTOOBI BCE BEPHYTb.

Mepkypuii 3BOHIII €11 BeCh Beuep, HO OHa YIIOPHO UTHOPUPOBAJIA U €T0 3BOHKHU, U COOOILCHUS.
B myOuHe aymm oHa yxKe cjenaia CBoW BbIOOpP, HO ISl ce0si TBEpuia, YTO HY)KHO eIlE MOyMarh.
A nymarb ObUIO HE O YeM, OHa BhIOMpaja CBOIO Marh. Ty, KOTOpas 3amminaia €€ OT BeUHO MbSIHOTO
OTIIa, KOTOpas 3amupajia €€ Ha HOYb B KOMHATy, orpaxaas oT yrpo3sl. Ho Mepkypuii... OH
3alUTUI €€ OT €€ MPOIUIOro. ITO OH cIpsATan €€ 00Jib, MOJAPUB €H CIIaJKOe HaCIaKACHHUE.

— S He xotena 3toro. S He xoTena, — TUXO IIenTana cede MoJ HOC JAEBYIIKA, CIOBHO ATH
CJI0Ba MOIVIM YCITOKOUTH €€. Ho oHM yniib TpaBuin €€ nyily, IOTOMY 4TO OHa yxKe 3TO caenana. He
MOMBIIIUISASE HUYETO T10X0ro, Benepa cymena pa3pynmTh Bc€, 4To ObLIIO BOKPYT He€. bpocuia mars,
pasOuia cep/ue JI00UMOMY YeIOBEKY, MpUUUHUIa 0076 J[>KeiiH CBOUMU MOCTYMKaMU, HUKOT/IA HE
MHTEpPECcOBaach )KU3HbIO JI1OCH, KOTOpas BCE BpeMs JIMIIb CTApAJIach paclIeBEIUTh €€. MoxkeT, en
U HE CTOUT KUTh. MBICIIN O CyUIIUJIE CHOBA 3aceyiu B €€ royioBe. CIIOBHO MUSBKU 00JIETTUIIN €€ MO3T
u 3abupanu e€ 370poBbli pazym. Ho Benepa cpa3y xke oTmaxHynach OT HuUX. EW HyXHO BCE
UCTIPaBUTh, U JIUIIb IOTOM YMEPETh, YTOOBI HE HATBOPUTH €IIE OOJIbIIIE TIYIMOCTEH.

Ona ycHyna Julib OJrKe K yTpy. MaJleHbKHil KOMOYEK Ha caMOM Kparo KpPOBaTH B3JIparvBal
KaXblid pa3, KOrJa OJUH U TOT K€ CTpalHbIA COH MOBTOPsUICA. CHBI, KaK U peaIbHOCTh, CTABAIIH
€1 HEBBIHOCUMBL.

B o0en ona noroBopuiiach 0 BCTpeue ¢ MUcCHC AHIEPCOH. Ta MoHsa, YTO ofieprKala Mmooemy.
OHM BCTPETWIIUCH Y)KE€ B JIIOOMMOM pecTopaHe AHAEPCOHOB, IJIe caMa OOCTAaHOBKA JaBWJia Ha
JIEBYIIIKY, HE TIO3BOJISIA €M Taske CBOOOJIHO JIBIIIIATh.

— 3IpaBCTBYMTE, — CKa3ajJla CKPOMHO JEBYIIKA, MOAOILIEN K HYKHOMY CTONMKYy. OHa
3aMeTuia, 4To 3/1eCh ObUT U MHUCTep AHIEpcoH, otel, Mepkypus. s MOJHOrO KOMILIEKTa HE
XBaTaJIO JUIIb NapHs. EN He XBaTaso ero.

— Caguch, Musias, — ¢ HENPUKPBHITHIM MPUTBOPCTBOM OTBETUJIA KEHIIMHA, YKA3bIBAs HA CTYI
HAIPOTHUB.

— Cnacubo, — JeBylIKa YIbIOHYJIach, HO €€ TMOKPACHEBIIME IJla3a YK€ TOBOPHIM O
OECCOHHOM HOYH.

— W 4rto THI penmna? — Ha JuIle MUCCUC AHAEPCOH CBETHJACh JIyKaBas YIbIOKa, BeJb OHA
YK€ 3HAJIa OTBET.

— I'me ceriuac mosa Marb? — B €€ MIa3ax ropeja HEHABUCTh, KOTOPYIO OHA M HE IbITAlacCh
ckpbITh. OHA HE XOTeJa BRINISIETH ciabee B Iazax cBoero Bpara. OHa mbiTanach X0Ts ObI CAENaTh
BH/JI, YTO OHA CUJIbHAS.

— To ecTb, ThI IpUHUMAEHIb MOU YCIIOBUS YrOBOpa? — MKEHIIMHA MOAHSIA KPYXKKY C YaeM K
rybam u crenana mioTok. Yail cierka oOXer s3bIK, U OHA CKPUBUJIACH, HO 3Ta MaJeHbKas
HETPUSITHOCTH HE CMOTJIa UCIIOPTUTH €€ HACTPOI.



— Ha. Ogna venensi! Ho 3anmoMHuTE, Kak TOJIBKO s BEPHYCh, TO pacckaxy MepKypuro BCE,
abcomotHO BcE! U BBI em€ moxaneere o TOM, 4To Jeiaete! — Benepa roBopuia HEMHOTO Ha
MOBBILIEHHOM TOHE W MHOTHE ITOCETUTENM, KaK W IIEPCOHAN, YAOCTOMJIA UX CTOJIUK CBOUM
BHUMaHHUEM, OYKBaJIbHO Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I.

— Koneuno, mumnas. Koneuno, — muccuc AHACPCOH CHOBa YIBIOHYIACh U, CHSIB CO CTYja
CBOIO CYMOYKY, Ha4aJjla pbITbCA B HEM.

B stor MmomMeHT BeHepa nepesena rooBy Ha MucTepa AHAEPCOHA. TOT JIMIIb TSKEIIO B3IbIXAJI
BpEMS OT BPEMEHHU U C HEKOW KAJIOCThIO cMOTpel Ha He€. OHM ¢ MepKypHeM Tak MOX0XKH, 4TO €€
JIa’K€ HEMHOTO B3sJ1a TOCKA IO nmapHi. OHa 3Hazna, 4TO 3TO PEUICHUE HENMPABUWIBHO 110 OTHOIICHUIO
K HEMY, HO OHA JKHJIa HaJICK IO, 4YTO CMOKET CO BpEMEHEM BCE UCTIPaBUTh. AOCOIIOTHO BCE!

— TBost MaTh 31€Ch, — KEHIIMHA TPOTSAHY/IA € CI0KEHHYIO B 4eTBepO OyMakKy. — ToJibKO

OTKpoO€Illb, Korma Oyaens goma. 3AeCh TOYHBIM ajpec, MOXKellb He OeCOKOUThCS, — OHa
noAMuUrHyja BeHepe, oTuero Ta Juilb 3aKaTUia TJasa.

— JlagHo, — JeBylKa MoOJIOkKUJIa OyMaXKy B KapMaH CBOMX ILOPT, BCTaja M3-3a CTOJA U
yIIa.

— Mormna xotst Obl U TOOJIAroAPUTH, — NMPOOYOHUIIA ceOe MoJ] HOC KEHIIMHA, Korina Benepa
yXKe yluia.

— W gto Tebe 310 mact? — crpocui e€ cynpyr. — OH He 3a0yaeT e€ 3a OIHY JUIIb HeJIeo.
MHue kaxkeTcsi, OH He cMor Obl 3a0bITh €€ W 3a BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb. MOXXET, HAM CTOWJIO JIaTh UM
maHc?

— Emy npuzaercst 3a0bITh €€, TOTOMY YTO OHa OOJIbIlle HE BEPHETCS CIOAa, — C €XHUJIHOU
YIBIOKOW Ha JIMIle OTBETHJIA KeHIMHA. He3nopoBelid oroHE€k oTpaxkascs B €€ mia3ax, 1 OH MOT
pa3keub HACTOSIMI KOCTEp, CIOCOOHBIN CKEUb BCE BOKPYT.

seskosksk

’Kapkoe HMIOHBCKOE COJIHIIE MaJUJI0, YTO €CTh CUJIbL. MHOTHE MOJOABIE JIOAW MPOBOIMIH
BpeMs 100 y peku, 1ub0 y poHTaHOB. MHOXECTBO TYpHCTOB, HAIUIBIB KOTOPHIX OBUT KakK pa3 Mo
CE30HY, OIIMBAJIMCHh B CTAPUHHON 4yacTu ropona. Boopyxupumcs doToanmnaparamy, OHA CHOBAJIU
10 TOpoIy, C UHTEPECOM OINISAIAbIBasl HE TOJILKO KakJ0oe 3/laHue, HO W Joael. TypucTtoB Bcerna
OBUTO TIPOCTO y3HaTh. Yaime Bcero 3To ObUTM aMEpPUKAHIIbI, KOTOpPhIE OBLIM BeChbMa IMYMHBIMU U
npooOsieMHbIMU. OHU TIPOCUJIA TIPOXOXKHUX O€3 Karu cTecHeHus cororpadupoBarb ux Ha ¢GoHE
BbykuHreMckoro manaia win xe Bo3jie Tayspckoro mocta. Benepa nuib MUIo yibIOHYIach, KOraa
CEMBbsI, COCTOSINETO W3 BEChbMa YIHUTAHHBIX JIOACH C CHJIBHBIM aKIEHTOM, IOMpOCHIa HUX
choTtorpadupoBarscs Bo3jie KpacHOTO aBToOyca. M mycTh oHM 3aHMManu OOJBIIYI0 YacTh (OTO,
JEBYyIIIKA CTapajiach CAENaTh TaK, YTOOBI aBTOOYC BO BECh POCT U JJIMHY TOXKE TMOMNall B Kajap. Muio
YIBIOHYBIIMCH, OHA OTAasIa (poToanmapar MyK4rHe ¢ CalIbHBIMUA U PEIKUMH BOJIOCAMH Ha TOJIOBE U
nomnuia janbiie. MHOTAa CTpaHHO OCO3HABaTh, YTO BEIIM, KOTOpbIE Mg HEE SBISIOTCS
MTOBCETHEBHOCTHIO, B TO )K€ BpeMsI JIJIsl APYTUX JIIOJIEH SBIISIOTCS YHUKAIbHBIMU. BeHepa mpoxuia B
JloHTOHE HEKOTOpOEe BpeMs, HO 3Ta HeOOJbIas, HO JOBOJHHO 3a0aBHAsi aMEpPUKAHCKAs CEeMbsI
3acTaBwiia €€ BIPYr MOAyMarb O TOM, 4YTO y He€ Jaxe HeT (poto Ha ¢oHe 3TOro *xe aBrolyca.
OnHaxx bl )KM3Hb MOYKET MOBEPHYTH B IPYTrO€ PYCJIO U 3aKUHYTh €€ HEBECTh Ky/a, a y HEE Jaxe He
obuT0 (hoTorpaduu Ha hoHEe KpacHOTO aBTOOYCA.

Jlaxxe enuHCcTBeHHBIE (hoTorpaduu €€ coOOCTBEHHOW Marepu eil mokaszana Juiib J[KeWH. ITo
ObUIO HECKOJIBKO CHHMKOB CO CBaJibObl. OTell BBIISIEN COBEPIICHHO HE TaKHUM YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIM OHA 3HaJja €ro, Korjaa oH kuil. JIyuezapHas yneiOka Ha nuie e€ marepu. B 6erom miarke,
c coOpaHHBIMH C3aJId BOJIOCAaMH M OyKETOM B pyKax OHa BbINNIAENa HeoTpa3umo. CI0KHO ObLIO



IIPOCTO IIPECTABUTH, B KAKOWM MOMEHT BCE U3MEHUIOCh. HO, COMHEHMI HET, B 3TOM JIAIIb €€ BUHA.
Jluub ¢ e€ poxaeHueM BCE HM3MEHMJIOCh. M ¢ Toro e MOMEHTa K ueMy OHa Obl OHa HE
IpuKacaisach, Bc€ pazpymanocsk. C MEMAIMM B Ipyau cTpaxoM BeHepa moHuMMaia, 4To 3TO BCE,
YTO OHA MOXET JIENIaTh — Pa3pyIlaTh.

Ho ceituac, mpoxons mo ynuiiam cTaporo ropoja, oHa ¢ 0CO00N pelmMTeIbHOCTHIO TOCTaBUIIA
nepes coboit 3agauy — Bc€ ucnpaBuTh. Ei mpuaeTcs NogqHUMATh TsSKEIble KAMHU Pa3pyLIEHHOTO
7I0Ma, KOTOPBIM OblIa €€ Jyilia, 4TOObI MTOCTPOUTH HOBBIH.

BHe3anHo AeBylKe MOCIHBIANIOCH, OyATO KTO-TO OKJIUKHYI €€. OHa MOBEpPHYIACh, HO KpoMe
OCCKOHEYHOIro MOTOKAa HE3HAKOMBIX € jtofeld BeHepa He yBuJela HU OAHOTO 3HAKOMOTO JIHIIA.
JleByllIka MPOAOJDKMJIA MATH, KaK KTO-TO BHOBb HpOKpH4Yasl €€ uMs. bioHauHKa CcHOBa
OCTAaHOBHUJIACh, TOBEPHYBIIMCH. JIroau 00xonuian e€, Tonkas, KOrjaa OHa NbITalachk MOHATh, KTO BCE
K€ HasbIBaJl Tak YINOpPHO €€ uMs, nepecekas oOumii ryn. CKBO3b TOJIY MPOPHIBAICS MapeHb,
KOTOPOTrO OHa cpa3y y3Hama. OTo Obul [[pH. JleBylika cpasy ke yIbIOHYJIach, KOrjna Kakas-To
JaMOYKa yJapuia CBOMM OYKETOM LIBETOB MapHs MO T'OJIOBE.

— IlpuBer, — cpa3y xe cka3ana Benepa, ynplOHyBIIMCh, Koraa J[3H CTOSUT epe Hell.

— YTO THI 371€CH JIETaeb?

Own 3ameTu1, yTo €€ miaza ObUIM KPAaCHBIMHU, CKOpPEEe BCEro 0T OECCOHHOM HOYM, HO MOCUMUTAI
HEHYXHBIM JIOHMMAaTh JEBYHNIKY ITIyIIBIMH paccrpocaMu. Ecim 3axoder, pacckaxer cama. XOT,
3Has Benepy, TO paccka)keT OHa Bps JIU, HO 1aBUTh HA HEE OH HE XOTEII.

— IIpocTo penmia mporyasThCs.

— B Takyro noroay v mpu TakoM HEBEPOSITHOM HAIUIBIBE TYPUCTOB 51 Obl HE PEKOMEHI0BAI
TeOe T'yJIATh, — OH YJBIOHYJICA, MBITAsICh PA3BECEJIUTH U €€.

— Torna kakoro ué€pra Thl Jeiaenlb 3/1eCh? — CMEX JEBYLIKU ObLT HEMOIETbHBIM.

— HyxHO OBUTIO BCTPETUTHCS KOE€ C K€M, — TIyObl MapHs CKaJIUCh B TOHKYIO JHHUIO. Ha
CaMOM JieJie OH BCTpedajcsi cO CBoei ObiBIeH AeBymKo. OHU TYIsJiM HEKOTOPOE BpeMs U
IBITAIMCh YACHUTh HEKOTOpbIE BOIPOCHI, KOTOpPbIE HE comiacoBaiu panee. OH He TO YTOOBI HE
XOTeJl Tpy3UTh Benepy cBouMu npobieMamu, a MpoOCTO HE XOTEN ¢ Hel TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM.

31 npemioxun Benepe HemMHOro nporymarbcs. OH cka3all, YTO 3HAET MECTO, TI€ UX HUKTO
He cMOXkeT HauTh. OHa CUMITaTU3MpOBajia €My, HO MMAPEHb 3HAJ, YTO €r0 IIAHCHI paBHbI HYIIIO. EMy
POCTO OBUIO MPUATHO €€ 00IIEeCTBO, J[3H mbITalncsa NOMOYb €l XOTs Obl CBOUM IPUCYTCTBUEM B €€
*u3HU. OH BUZIEN TOTO MapHs, B pyKax KOTOPOro, BEpOsATHO, ObLI0 €€ cepaue. OH ObUT MOJHOM €ro
IPOTUBOMNOJIOAKHOCTBIO. DTOT MapeHb ObUT HEPEIMTEIBHBIM U HE Ka3aJicd €My HaJIeKHOHN OIOpPOi,
HO B €ro mia3zax ObUIO TaK MHOIO JIOOBHM K HEW, 4TO 3TO mepeaaBalochk U JIpyruMm. Korma oHu
CMOTpEIIH B I71a3a APYT APYTY, TO BECh MUP IIPOCTO HE CYIIECTBOBAI.

JIsHuen ObLI yBEpPEH, YTO B JKU3HU €My MPHUXOIUIIOCH JIIOOUTh, HO, CMOTpsl Ha BeHepy u eé
napHs, OH IMOHSJI, 4TO BCE, YTO €My MPUXOIUIIOCH YYBCTBOBAaTh paHee, ObUIO JIMIIL HEOOJbIION
cumnarueii. Korma JIpH cmortpen Ha BeHepy, To emy Xorenock nouenoBarb €€. OH HE MOT
MPUPOBHSATH ATO UYBCTBO K JIOOBH, & CHOBA BCETO JIMIIb K CUMIIATUH, HO €€ TyObl TaK MaHUJIU €rO.

J15H npuBen BeHepy Ha Kpbllly OHOW MHOTO3TaXKHU. JIro1eit 31ech JeHCTBUTENBHO HE OBLIO.
OHu 00a ObBUTM HaBEpXy, a OCTAJIbHBIE TOJMUIUCH BHU3Y. HalOmroneHue 3a ropoioMm CBBICOKA
NpUJAET OUIyLICHHS, OyATO ThI BIajeels UM. [leByllKa cTosa IMOYTH y CaMOro Kpasi, BUECTIUBIIMCH
Kpernko nanplaMu B nepuia. OHa 3aKkphlia I7a3a u cjenaina riyooKuil BAOX.

— YTO ThI UyBCTBYEIlIb? — CIPOCHUJI OH, YIbIOHYBUMCh. OH HaBEpHsKa 3HaJl YK€ OTBET, HO
XOTEJ MOATBEPAUTH CBOU AOTAJKH.

— CBo0Oomy, — coBceM TUX0 Mpou3Hecia oHa. Ha gomo Munytsl Benepa nmo3Bosuia 3a0bITh



cebe 000 BceM — 0 MUCCHC AHJIEPCOH C €€ DIYNbIMU IJIaHAMH, KOTOPbIE HAIlpaBJIeHBI JUIIIb Ha €€
paspyiieHue, o MepKypuu, KOTOpPOro OHa HE MOIJa MepecTarb JOOUThb, U H3-3a ATOT0 €€
IIpecIIeI0BAJIO YyBCTBO BUHBI, O Marepu U cOOCTBEHHOM MpenarenbcTse. MlHorma mpocto mosiae3Ho
n30aBUTCA OT JIIOOBIX MbIciieil. OT Benepsl ocTanack Juiib 0007104YKa YeI0BeKa, JIUIIEHHOTO JIFOOBIX
YyBCTB.

— Moxert, Tebe IMEHHO 3TOro U He XBaraeT, Muiias Benepa? — cripocuia napeHb, 10CTaBast
M3 3aJHEr0 KapMaHa JDKUHC MadKy ¢ curaperamu. JloctaB onHy, OH NPOTSHYI UX AeBylke. OHa
yABIOHYJIACh €MY B OTBET U B3sJIa OAHY.

— Her, s mr00m10 cBOEro poja 3aBUCUMOCTb.

I'naBa 19. Lost in the darkness

ConHeuHble JHM CMEHSUIM JOXKAJIUBbIE HOUM. DTOT OECHPEpHIBHBIA MPOLIECC HEMHOIO
3aTSAHYICA, OTYEro €My Ka3ajiaoch, OyATO BpeMs BOBCE OCTAaHOBMJIOCh. OH CHIEN B MOJIyMpake B
cBoeil komHare. [okap cTydan K HEeMy B OKHO, BBIOMBAsl U3 paMbl CTEKJIA, HO MTapeHb HE OTKPHIBAJL.
JIHM CMEHSAIM HOYHM, KaK TPYCTh CMEHsIa pajocTb. JTO ObUIO HEOOBACHUMO. JI10Oble 3aKOHBI
JIOTUKW, HAayKW M Jaxe MOpUpOIbl HEe ObUIM B cUiaX OOBSICHUTH TO, YTO B KOHEYHOM HTOTE
ciyansiock. OHa nponana. Mcuesna 6eccineHo, OCTaBUB €ro Jaxe 0e3 JII00bIX 10oralok. Mepkypuii
NBITAJICSI HICKATh B CBOEH TOJI0BE OTBETHI HA BOIIPOCHI, KOTOPBIX 1aK€ HE ObLIO.

Benepa He oTBeudana Ha 3BOHKH. Jake OoJbInie, OHA MPOCTO OTKJIIOYUIIA CBOM TeaedOH, YTOOBI
e€ HUKTO He Mor moOecrnokoutb. OH cuzea mepeJ MOHHTOPOM CBOET0 KOMIBIOTEpAa U TENepb
BCMaTpuBaiica B (oTorpaduio, 4YTo cAenajg caM BO BpeMsl OIHON M3 UX COBMECTHOW MPOTYIKH.
Mepkypuit B3sij1 ¢ coboii ¢poTtoanmnapar u ¢pororpadupoBal MpoCTO KPACUBBIE BEILM, YTO OKPYKaIU
ero. Kakum-to o6pasom, e€ pororpacduii 66110 O0JbIEe BCex. Takas HEMPUHYXKEHHAsS, KpacuBas, B
0eJIoM MIaThe C BEMKOJIENHOM YIbIOKoil Ha nune. E€ ynpiOka Obula o ucTuHe KopoJieBckou. Tak
pEIKO MOXXHO IOWMarb €€, U He IPOCTO 3alleyaryieTb, HO U NPOCTO YBUAECTh. MepKypuii
YyBCTBOBaJ ce€0s OCOOCHHBIM, BEIb CMOI 3amnedariieTb €€ Ha CcBoM (oroammapar, 4ToObl B
JOKUIMBbIE BEYEPA, KAK 3TOT, CMOTPETh HAa HEE€ M BHUJETHh COJIHIE. Takas cyacTivBas, Kakow,
Ka)KeTCsl, HUKOTJ]a He Oblla paHbILe.

[Tapenp HaOpan e€ HOMep CHOBa, HE OTphIBas yCTalbIX I1a3 OT 3KpaHa. Ha crone nexaia
MOJIYOTKpBITasl Mayka CUTapeT, Ha TMOJOKOHHHMKE MOKPBUICA MbUIbI0 COOpPHHUK cO cTuxamu. EE
TerneoH BCE enE ObUT BBIKIIOYEH. MEpKypHUil TSKENO B3JOXHYI M IOJIOXKWJI CBOM COTOBBIM
oOpaTHO B KapMaH.

«Jlymaro, xorma Tbl BIIOOMIIBCS B KOTO-TO, TO CMOXEHIb HAMUCATh YTO-TO CTOSLIEE» —
ckazana ogHax bl Benepa. IloueMy-TO MMEHHO 3THM CTPOKM NPUIIOMHUII OH, KOIJa IOAOIIEN K
OKHY M BCIOMHHMJ O CBOEM cCTapoM yBieueHuu. OToias oOparHO K CTONy, MepKypuil B3sil
TETpajKy, IEPBYI0, YTO HAIlleJI B CBOEM MOpPTQere, BIpBaJI JIUCT U MOJIO0KUI nepes coboil. ocras
TYIOM M HEMHOTIO TPA3HBIA KapaHjall, OH MPOKPYTHII €ro Mexay nainbieB. Huuero Ha ym He
npuxonuiio. Torma mapeHp 3axer mnepByto curapery. Cepblil AbIM pacTBOPSUICS BO ThbME, HE
OCTaBJIsis ociie ce0d HUUero, KpoMe KaKk HaBEeMBaHUS O HEM.

Onna cTpouka u myctoi 3kpad. OH pa3MecTui KapaHJall 32 YXOM U CHOBA MOJOILIEN K OKHY.
JLOXKIb CTy4asl MO OKHY BCE CHIIbHEE U CUJIbHEE. [[OKYypUB cUrapeTy, mapeHp najiblaMy 3aTyIm €€
Y CHOBa cenl 3a ctoj. Habpocas eng HeCKOJIBbKO CTPOK, OH, KaXeTCsl, 0CBOOOXKIAJICS OT JULIHETO.

3akoHUMB, MepKypuii ¢ OOJIETYEHHEM B3JOXHYI. DTO OBLI COBCEM MAaJICHBKHHM CTHX, HO OH
Harucal ero. s Heé.

Tyckmblii cBeT doHapei ¢ ynmuilbl ObLI €AMHCTBEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM CBeTa B KomHare. Korma
OH TIOIIEBENUII HEMHOI'O MBIIIKON, 3aCBETHJICS U MOHUTOP. MepKypuil mocMoTpen B €€ roiyonie



m1a3a u ynelOHyiIcs. PasraanB OymMakKy, OH COBCEM THXO, IIETIOTOM Ha4ajl YHUTaTh, TOCBSAIAS €i
CTHX.

['myOokast pana B 001acTu Tpy/Iu.

[Ipomry Te6s1, xBaTuT. [IpocTo yxoau.

Tak ciJIbHO ycTan 5 TUIAKaTh U KpU4aTh,

Ho HeT y MeHs CUil 1 IPOCTO MOJIYATh.

['mybokast pana, 1o JIOKOTh B KPOBH,

Takue nmociecTBUS CTPACTHOM JIFOOBH.

OH mpocuaen emeé HEeCKOJIbKO YacoB, a MMOTOM COH ofoJsien ero. [lapHio HUYero He CHUIOCH.
OH mpocCTO 3aKphUT IIa3a W OBLT IJIe-TO 3a mpeaenamu 3Tod Bceenennoit. Tam, rae He ObLIO HU
CBETa, HU JItofieH, HU 3Toro Mupa. He O6bu10 TaM gaxke e€. OHa 1 6€3 Toro 3aHsjia KaxIylo KIETKY
€ro Teja, a TOM HOYbIO OHA €T0 MOKUHYIA, OTJaB B 00BAThS BCEOOBITHON THMBI.

Mepkypuili OpOCHYICS OT TOrO, YTO KTO-TO TOPMONIMJI €ro 3a IUIEYO, YIOPHO IBITasICh
BBIBECTHU €r0 U3 CHa. EJBa MpUOTKpPHIB I71a3a, MApEeHb YBUAEC NEpe] Ila3aMu JIUIIO0 CBOEH MAarepu.
OHO He Ka3aJ10Ch €My MUJIBIM, HEXKHBIM UJIM POJHBIM. B puHIMIIE, HUKOTAA HE Ka3aJI0Ch.

— Muiblid, TpOCkhIIAaNCsA, — €€ MPUTOPHO CIAJIKUM TOJIOC, CIIOBHO TOPSYMM BOCK, 3AJIMBAJICS
€My B YIII U Y2KaCHO XKET.

— ThI yTO-TO XOTENA? — OH MPUMOTHSIICS C KPOBATH M Hayall MOTUPATH 3aCIIaHHBIE I71a3a.

— K Tebe npuien... — oHa He BblAEpKala KOPOTKYIO Tay3y, OyITO MbiTajgachk moao0parhb
CJIOBO, — TBOM JIPYT.

— Aptyp? — cnpocust Mepkypuii, HEMHOTO TPUOOAPUBIIIUC.

— Jla, — oTBeTHJIa KEHIIMHA, BbIZIAaBUB U3 ce0sl YIbIOKY. — OH KJIeT TeOsI B TOCTUHOM.

[TapeHb copBajicsi ¢ MeCTa M CIIYCTSI HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ ye Obul B rocTuHOM. Ha ynoOHOM
MSITKOM JuBaHe cujena ApTyp. OH CIOXWJI PYKM Ha KOJIEHH, CIIOBHO OOSUICSI BOOOIIE JbIIIATh.
Psinom cumen muctep AHIEPCOH U TOBOPHUII C HUM O 4eM-TO. Henb3st ObI10 1ake 10raiaThCs O 4eM
MOWJET peyb, MOTOMY YTO OTEI] MepKypusl ¢ 4ero-to cMmesuics, a ApTyp BBIIABIUBAI U3 ceOs
BITOJTHE MUJIOBUIHYIO YIIBIOKY, TOJIBKO YTOOBI MOJIEPKATH Pa3TOBOP.

— IlpuBet, — 3aiias B KoMHaTy, MepKypuil ynbIOHYICS. APTyp ¢ OOJIETYeHUEM B3JIOXHYI.
BceraB ¢ nuBana, OH mOnpocusl y MUCTEpPa AHAEPCOHA MPOILEHUS, TPEK]IEC YEM MOJOUTH K CBOEMY
APYTY.

— ITam, MBI BBIIJIEM, — CKOpEE CKa3aj, 4YeM CHpOCHUII MapeHb. OTel yTBEpAUTEIbHO KUBHYII
rOJIOBOM.

— Moxer, crepBa mno3aBTpakaeTe? — B KOMHaTy BEpHylIach M Mmuccuc AHaepcoH. EE
MPUTBOPCTBO OBUIO TaK >K€ XOPOIIO 3aMETHO, KaK COJHIIE B 0e300iauHblii JeHb. [lapHu
MEPErISIHYINCH MEXKy COOOH.

— Her, MbI He TONOIHBI, — OTBETHJI 32 000X Mepkypuii. — Iloka, — cka3ay OH B KOHIIE U
noTaumi Aptypa 3a coO0i Ha BBIXO/I.

Co BuepamHero Beuepa napeHb He nepeoaenaincsa. YépHas ¢yrOonka u yé€pHble TKUHCHL OH
OoJpIlE HAOMUHAJ MpPHU3paKa, YeM uejoBeKa. Brpliins 3a BopoTa, M3 J1BOpa, OHM HE CIElIa
IIPOTYJIMBAJIACH, HAIPABILIACH B LEeHTp ropoma. C camMoro yrpa moroma pajoBajia TEIUIOM H
SICHOCTBIO, TOJIBKO HACTPOSI BCE )K€ HE OBLIO.

— Tb1 X0TE€T CO MHOW O 4YE€M-TO MOTOBOPUTh, HE TaK JIM? — TEPBBIM Hayall pPa3roBOp
Mepkypuii.

— O Benepe, — npsiMo oTBeTHI1 ApTyp.

— Tornma s Bo3Bpam@arCh, — MapeHb Pa3BEPHYICS Ha ACBSIHOCTO I'PaJlyCcoOB, KOTAA €ro APYr



MPUAEPKAJ €ro CJI0OBAMMU.

— He Oynp ke Tbl Takum srouctoMm! XoTst Obl pa3! — OH BblIEpkKai May3y, U JHUIIb 3aTeM
THUXO ITpon3Hec, — BeHepa npomnaina.

Mepkypuii octaHoBuics, Oynro Obl OOaymbIBasi cioBa Japyra. B ronoBe 3apaboranu
mectepEHKU. OH BUIET NMPEANOJIIOKUTENBHYIO KAPTUHKY, HO HE JIOCTABAJIO HEKOTOPBIX MA3JI0B IS
3aBEpLICHHUS.

— MHe Hyx)HO BcTpeTuthes ¢ JIrocu. Tel Mmoxelb ceiiyac e€ HaOpaTrh? — CHpPOCUIT TapEHb,
pa3BepHYBUIMCh. Ero BOJIOCHI HABUHYIINCH Ha IVla3a, HO OH cpa3y ke ux nonpasuil. [louemy-To B
ATOT MSATEKHBII MOMEHT y HEro B TOJIOBE ycIieslia MpoOeaTb W Ta MBICIL, YTO TOpa OBl ykKe
MMOCTPUYBCH.

— Omna ceiiuac Bmecte ¢ JlkeitH. OHM 003BaHMBAIOT BCEX 3HAKOMBIX. MBI MOXXEM MPSIMC
celyac 3alTH K HUM, — TPEITIOKUIT ApTyp.

— Torna monwtu OsIcTpee.

Bcro popory mapeHp mosdan. Xopollle€ HACTPOCHUE MaMbl, Mcue3HOBeHUE Benepsl. O
NBITAJICSI TPOBECTH Napaliellb MKy 3STUMHU COOBITUSIMU, U BPOAE MOJy4aloCh, HO HE JI0 KOHIIA.
Jletanu, eMy HY>KHbI ObUTM MAJICHBKUE JIETAJIN, KOTOPBIX OYKBaJIbHO KaracTpohUUeCKH HE XBarajo,
BeJIb 0e3 HUX MeXaHu3M He pabotan. O ToM, 9TO €ro MaTh HEIOII00IMBaIa, MATKO TOBOps, BeHepy
OH 3HaJl, HO TOT ()aKT, YTO OHA MOIJIa KAaKUM-TO 00pa3oM H30aBUTHCS OT JEBYIIKU JHUIIb Paau
CBOEH BBITOJIbI, MPOCTO HE YMEMIAJICS B €ro rojioBe. J[OJKHO K€ OBITh B 9TOW JKEHIIMHE XOTS OBl
YTO-TO YeJIOBEUYECKOe. MepKypHil BCEraa 3Haia O TOM, 4TO MUCCUC AHJEPCOH MOMJET HA BCE paau
CBOEH 111, HO 3TO YK€ ObUT SIBHBII 1Iepedop.

B ykpoMmHOi1 kBapTHpKe ObUIO HEOOBIUHO THXO. J[Bepu ObUIM HE 3amepThl, TAaK YTO MApHU Oe3
npoOneM npodpanuchk BHYTph. [[keitH Obl1a B komHare Benepsl. XKeHumHa nenslii 1eHb cujena Ha
tenedoHe, 003BaHMBasA BCceX 3HAKOMbIX AeBymku. C camoro yrpa Illon ycmen yxe moWtu Ha
BOK3aJ, TAE€ pacCIpoCui, HE BHUACIHM JU OHU OJOHIWHKY, KOTOpas HaMpaBlsyiaCh B CTOPOHY
Hrerokacna, HO pe3ynbrarsl ObUTH TIIETHBI. JItocu Obia Bc€ Bpemst Bosie J[keitH, ycrmokanBasi e€.
JleByllKa mpetoKuia mojarh 3as4BJICHUE B MIJIMIUIO, HO [[’EWH mouyemMy-TO OTKa3ajiach OT 3TOU
UJIEH, PEIIMB CIiepBa caMoil Bc€ HanaauTh. Hanexma Ha To, 4To K Beuepy BeHepa el BepHeTcs, He
yracajna. XoTs, e€ TesieoH ObUT OTKJIIOUEH, BEIM Ha MecTe. AOCONIOTHOE MOJTYaHUE C €€ CTOPOHBI
3aCTaBUIIO €€ BCE K€ NEPEHOIOLMTHCS.

N3 xomuarel Beneps! Boimia Jltocu. OHa ycnplmana, Kak KTO-TO BOIIEN B KBAPTHUPY, TOITOMY
BBIIIUIA HA 3BYK.

— Tue. [I>KelH TOJIBKO YCHY/A, — IICIOTOM IIPOTOBOpHMJIA AeBylIKa. [Ipoiias Ha KyXHIO, OHA
Hanuia cebe B Kpy)KKy Koe u mapHsaM Toxe. [T1a3a neBylkyu Ka3aluch YCTadbIMH, 3TOT J€Hb ObLI
s He€ BeiMaThiBatonM. Kode Obu1o mpoxiiagubiM, HO HUKTO HE BO3paKall.

— 4 Hagesinach, 4TO OHa Moryia ObITh Y T€0sl, — TepBO TpepBajia TUIMHY JItocu. — J[>kein
nyMaeT, uTo BeHepa noexana B Hprokaci, HO Ha BOK3alle HUKTO He Buneln €€. llloH mokasan e¢
¢boTO BCeM KaccupllaM, U HU OfIHA HE y3Hana e€. Y TeOs ecThb KaKhe-TO MPEANOIOKEHHUS, TJI€ OHa
MOET OBbITH?

Mepkypuil crienan IOTOK M Ha MUHYTY 3agyMaiics. Bepenst ¢ Hprokaciom ero HEMHOTo Jaxe
yIUBHIIA, TOTOMY YTO OH Jjake HE 3HaJI, mouemMy Benepa momia Obl Tyna moexarb. OHa HUKOTA HE
pacckaspiBaja €My HUYEro O CBOEM MPOIUIOM, HO OH U HE TpeOoBaj, MOTOMY YTO TMOCTOSHHO
MOBTOPsT cebe, 4To MJisi ATOro €d HYKHO MPOCTO BpeMsa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ogHaxIsl Benepa
CKa3ajia €My, 4TO XOueT 3a0bITh HaBCErJa O CBOEH MPOILIOM M HUKOT/A HE BCIIOMHHATh, TIO3TOMY
ATO MOCITYKHJIO €IIE OJHOW MPUYNHOM, TOYEMY OH HUKOTIa U HE MHTEPECOBAJICS ITUM.



— YecTHO roBOps, Y MEHSI HET HUKAKUX MBICIEH Ha CYET 3TOro. Mbl ¢ HEM HE PYrajauch E
MocJeHee BpeMsi M HE CIYYWJIOCh HHUYEro, 4YTO MODIO Obl 3acTaBUTh €€ TaK BHE3aIHO
VCYE3HYTh, — OTBETWJI IapEHb, HE YIIOMSIHYB CBOIO BEPCHUIO O TOM, YTO K 3TOMY MCUYE3HOBEHHUIO
MorJia ObITh puyacTHa MUuccuc AHAepcoH. C 3TUM OH JO0JHKEH pa3o0paThes caM.

BuesanHo B kBapTupy 3aiiein eng kro-t1o. Bce BMecTe pebdsita BpIOEk)alyu B KOPUIOP, HAACSICh
Ha TO, 4TO ATO BeHepa, koTopas ceifuac mpoCcTo YIBIOHETCS U CIIPOCUT, YTO K€ CIY4UJIOCh. Takum
0€33a00THBIM Y HEBUHHBIM T'OJIOCOM, OyJTO HUYEro U He npou3onuio. Ho 3To Obl1a He OHA.

— Ilpuser, IlloH, — mnporoBopuna THUxo JlroCcH, 3aMETHO pa304apOBABLIMCH B €r0
MOsIBJICHUU. — J[’)KelH B €€ KOMHATe. Y CHYIA.

— IlpuBet Bcem, — Mpexie MyKUrHa MO3/I0poBajicsi co BceMu. — A Tbl He ycTana? Moxer,
TOXE MOMENIh U OTJIOXHEIIb, a 5 MO0y 371€Ch C HEH.

— JIeMCTBUTENBHO, Thl MOXKEIIb MOUTH KO MHE M TOXE€ HEMHOIO MOCHaTh, — MPEII0KHUI
Aptyp. — B oO0miexxutuu ceiiyac Thl BpsiJl U BBICIIUIIBCS, @ Y MEHS JIOMa BCErja TUX0, — IMapeHb
Cpasy OIMPABUJICS MOCJE TOTO, KaK MOHSUI, KaK JIBYCMBICIIEHHO IPO3BY4aJIu €ro CJIOBA.

— JlagHo, TOr/1a MBI IOMICM.

[IepBoe Bpemsi OHM Bce Tpoe UM MoJida. HUKTO HE ocmenuBaics Hapylmarh TUIIMHY. APTyp
nepxai JIrocu 3a pyky, oruero Mepkypuro crano emg rpyctaee. Benepa, ero aeByiika, ceryac rie-
TO coBepilleHHO onHa. MimeT BbIxoma W3 J1abMpUHTA CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX MbIciel. Ecau Obl oHa
TOJILKO TTO3BOJIMJIA €MY, TO OH OBl CMOT BBIBECTH €€ M3 HETo, MoKas3aB cBeT. [1o kpaitHelt Mepe, XOTs
ObI TOMBITAJICA.

BepnyBumich oMol OJ1ke K Be4epy, OH TPOMKO XJIOMHYI JIBEPbMU, O3HAMEHYS CBOM TTPUXO/I.
OOBIUHO TapeHb Jean KaxJI0€ CBOE JBUXKEHUE TUXO M OCTOPOXKHO, 1a0bl HE oOpaiarh Ha cels
BHMMaHue, HO He ceronus. [Iponnasa B roctunyro, Mepkypuil BcTtpeTuiics ¢ otuom. Kaxercs, eme ¢
yTpa OH HE CABUHYJCS IAXKE C MECTA.

— A rie Mama? — Kak Obl MEX]1y IPOYUM CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— VYmma kyna-to. Tl uT0-TO X0Ten? MoxeT, s Mory Tebe MoMo4Yb? — CIPOCHII MY>XYHHA.
Mepkypuit nuiib mpo cedst r(poMKo pacceMmestics. Hu asig koro B 3Tom JoMe He ObUIO CEKPETOM, YTO
IaBHOM B JjoMe Obl1a UMEHHO Muccuc AHjepcod. OHa Jiepxkania Mmoja CBOMM KaOJIykoM HE TOJBKO
MyXa, HO U ChIHOBeH. bojblias BIacTh B rpaHUIlaX MaJIEHBKOTO JIoMa — OBLIO JIMIIL YacThIO €€
KuU3HU. [loMYMHEHHBIM aBTOMAaTUYHO CTAHOBUJICSA KAXIbIA YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM CBI3bIBAJIICA C HEW.
VY He€ HuKorga He OBUIO JIpy3el U Teneph HaBpsJ JIU Korja OynyT. BoT Tak nHOTAa NMpeabICTOPUS
MPEBPAIIACTCA B OCJIEICTBUE.

— Moxelib, — MapeHsb JyKaBo YIbIOHYIICS. — ThI Bellb MPOCBEIIEH BO Bce €€ aena?

Oren TsKENI0 B3TOXHYI. MepKypuid sIBHO TOXOnuJ B Marh. OH HE XOTeN OBITh MEIKON B €€
urpax. Ha e€ urpoBom mosie mapeHb OCTaBajics KOPOJEM, UTO B CHIIy 0OCTOATENbCTB MPUTBOPSIICS
nemkon. Beas cpeay MHOKECTBA OPUTUHAIIOB CIIOXKHO PA3JIMYUTh MOIIEIKY.

— Jeno B nepyonke, na? OnsaTh? — HECKOJBKO YCTABIIMM TOJIOCOM IMPOU3HEC OTEI. IJTH
UTPBl €My TOPSAKOM TOAHAIOEH, MO3TOMY OH HE COOMpasCsi MPUHUMATh YblO-TU0OO CTOPOHY,
IMOTOMY YTO BBITOJIbI HE MOJIyYaj HA OT OJIHOM W3 HUX.

— Tak TBI ckaxkemms MHE 4YTO-TH00 miau HeT? S 3HA10, 4To TeOe IOJDKHO OBITH YTO-TO
W3BECTHO. ..

— Omna yexana. B Herokaci, — CIIOKOHHBIM POBHBIM TOJIOCOM IPOTOBOPHIT OTELI.

— 3aueM? — MepKypuil IBHO 0KHBUJICS, TIOJIYUYUB KaKyl0-T100 HH(OpPMAIIHIO.

— DTO HE MOW CEKpET, Majblii. DTO CEKpeT TBOEH NeByHIKH. [loaTOMYy Ha 3TOT BOMpPOC
OTBETUT TeOE OHA, — ITOT OTBET €My ITOHPABUWJICS HE TaK, KaK MPEbITYIIHI.



— Thl HE ONOJKUIIL MHE CBOIO MAalMHY? — CcOpoCcud napeHb. OTell TSKEI0 B3I0XHYI, U
Mepkypuii ObUT TOTOB yX€ K OTPHUIATEILHOMY OTBETY, KOTOPBIA, B MPHUHIIUIE, BCETAA MOTyJall,
KOTJa CIIpaImMBajl moJ00Hoe.

— Jla, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OTBET ObLI BechbMa HeOXHUJaHHBbIM. Ho 3To Obula enBa 1M He
BTOpas MpUsITHAsI HEOKUJJAHHOCTH B €ro ku3HU. [lepBoii ObUTa BCTpeda ¢ HEM.

I'nasa 20. If I die young

OHa exayia B yIylUIMBOM CAJIOHE C KaKOW-TO CEMbeH. BeHepa pemmiia exarb aBTOCTOIIOM.
Munasi cembsi, COCTOSIBIIASE M3 OTIAa, MaTe€pu U JABYX JE€T€l ObUIM MEPBBIMU, KTO OTO3BAJCAd U
nonoopai e€ Ha gopore. KTo Obl 3HaJ, YTO B MATh YTPa CMOXKET KTO-TO HOPMAaJIbHBIN MOMAacThCs Ha
nopore. 9TO Bpems emE onacHOo. KOHEYHO ke, OCTaHaBIMBAIKNCh MAIMHBI, U3 OKOH KOTOPBIX
BBIIJISAZIBIBAJIA MYXYHHBI, MMOXOTJIMBBIE JHIA KOTOPBIX TOBOpWIK camu 3a cebs. Ho sto Obuio
mo3aju, W celyac BMECTE C ATOM MHJIOBHIHOM CeMbell OHA YYyBCTBOBaJa cebs Ooliee-MeHee
0e3011acHo.

VY roBOpJMBON Mambl HE 3akpbiBaICcsS poT. OHAa TO U A0 paccka3biBaia Benepe o cBoux
MaJIblIax-0Ju3Henax, KOTopble B 3TO BpPEMsI UTpajid B MPUCTABKY U, KaxeTcs, aOCOJIOTHO HE
CJBIIIATYA HUKOTO U HUYETO HE BUAECHU BOKPYr. OTel MOJYAIMBO BEJ MAIMHY, WHOTAA BCTABISASA U
cBou (pa3pl B pasroBop. BeHepa uyBcTBOBana ceOsi HECKOJBbKO HeKOM@popTHO. OmHO JHUIIb
BOCIIOMMHAHUE O CBOEH CEMbE HATOHSUIO Ha HEE JUllb IpycTh. [[eBylllka TO W Aenana, 4To JIUIb
TSDKENIO B3JbIXaJla M OTBOOWJIA IVIa3a B CTOPOHY, a 3areM HajeBaida (ajbIMBYIO VIBIOKY U
MpoJoJbKana JejlaTh BHJ, YTO BHUMATEIBHO CIylIaeT. BHe3anmHo €l CcTajlo WHTEPECHO,
pacckaspiBaja Jiu €€ Marb KOMY-TO YTO-TO O HEH C TakuM ke BocToproM. Ho Obuto 51 4TO
paccka3biBarh? Pa3Be UTO ¢ HEHABUCTHIO M 3aMETHBIM Pa3JApaKEHUEM OHa MOIVIa PacCKa3bIBaTh
CBOEMY IICUXUATPY O TOM, KaK JIake e€ eIMHCTBEHHas J104b Opocuia e€. bpocuia.

«4I BCE ucnpaniiro» — MOBTOpsIA, CIIOBHO MAaHTPY B rojioBe BeHepa.

Kornma netn, kaxxkeTcs, pelmian B3APEMHYTh, X MaMa 3aMOJIKJIa. J[eByllKa JOoCTalla U3 CBOETO
pIOK3aKa, KOTOphIM B3sja y J[9HA, Korjga yxofwia, TOKa OH cmaj, HaymHuku u TenedoH. K
c4acThio, TeiaedoH 3a HOYb ycmen 3apsauthesi. CUM-KapTy OHa MPEeIyCMOTPUTENHHO J0CTalla U3
HEro W OCTaBWIa y mapHs. BkirouuB JOOMMYI0 MY3bIKY AJlelb, OHAa MPHUKPHUIA TJa3a U TOXKE
MOTPY3UJIACH B MUP CBOMX UJUTIO3UN.

Buepammnuii Beuep, KoTophlii oHa mposesia ¢ J[3HoM ObLT mpekpacHbiIM. OHM MPOBEIM HOYb
BMecTe. OCBOOOMB ISl JCBYIIKM CBOIO YKPOMHYIO KpOBaTh, OH IMPOBEI HOUYb Ha HEYyJOOHOM
Marpace. [lomaoun onu ropopusii. CIIOBHO CTaphle JIpy3bs, 3HAKOMBIE €/IBa JIA HE COTHIO JIET, OHU
TOBOPWJIA, TOBOPUJIM U TOBOpUJHU... OHAa CBOOOMHO roBopuia o Mepkypuu U O TOM, KaKk OHH
MpoOBOAWIM BpemdA. J[PH Ha3Bal HMX caMOM 3aHYIHOM Iapol B MHpPE, HAa 4ro BeHepa immb
paccMmesinach. Pacckazana o TOM HEMOHATHOM Y4YBCTBE, KOTOPOE MOYYBCTBOBaa BlepBbie. 1 0 ToM,
KaKk Xo4eT BCE McmpaBuTbh. [[PH pacckazanm el o cBoell OBbIBIIEH JEByIIKE U O TOM, KaK OHa
U3MEHMJIa eMy. JTOo Obula caMasi OTKPOBEHHAas U MHTHUMHAsI HOYb B €€ JKM3HH, HO €l MPHUIUIOChH
YWATH, HE monpouaBmch. CHOBA.

3akphIB I71a3a, OHA pUCOBaJia B BOOOpaXKEHHE KAPTHUHKHU CO CUACTIMBBIM Oynynmm. Benepa
cioBuia celsi Ha TOM, UTO XoTesa Obl, UTOOBI €€ ceMbsi ObUla MoxXoXa Ha 3Ty. OHa, OH W mapa
JIETHUIILICK, KOTOPHIE CIOBHO MAaJ€HbKHUE KOMUKU OTOOpaXKAIOT UX JIF0OOBb. U Tak He XoueTcs MpsTarhb
ATU MIPpaMbl, CMOTPETh Ha W3JIyYarolue COXKaJeHUE JIMIA JIOACH W 4yBCTBOBATh ceOsl Tak, OyaTo
noJbKHa Bcemy Mupy. OHa JOKHA JIMIIL €My, IOTOMY 4YTO W3-3a Hero BeHepa udyBcTByeT ceOs
KUBOM, a HE MTPU3PAKOM MPOXOASIIEM MUMO CBOEH KU3HU. Tenepp OHa KUBET!

Hexxnast My3bIka, CONpPOBOXKJaeMasi CHJIBHBIM TOJOCOM, BbIOMJIA H3-TOJI €€ HOT TOYBYy U



nepeHocuiia Kyaa-to gaieko. Tyma, rae yxe Bc€ mo3aau. Tyma, rie Oyayiiee CTaao HaCTOSIIM.

BHe3zanHo KTO-TO Hayaa TOPMOIIMTH €€ 3a miaeyo. OTKphIB IM1a3a, OHA 3aMeTHIa, YTO MalllMHa
cTosuta. JKeHIMHa HCKPEHHE U TaK MUPOKO yabI0anack, 3aKpbiBasi CBOUM BHIOM COJIHIIE.

— Ilpuexanu! — HECKOIBKO PaJOCTHO MPOMU3HECIA OHA. — JTO LEHTP ropoxaa. Jlymaro, Thl
K€ COPUCHTUPYEIIbCS Jabllie, TpaBaa? — €€ 3BOHKUN IroJIOC 9XOM OTOMBAJICS B FOJIOBE JICBYIIIKH.

— Jla, xoHeuHo, cnacubo, — Benepa ynbiOHynach. CaB KpPEenKo MajbllaMyd CBOM PIOK3aK,
JIEBYIIIKA TMOMpPOIIAJach CO BCEMH, MOOIArofapuia 3a MoMoIllb U BbIILIA U3 ManmHbl. CTOUIO eif
JIVIIIb 3aKPBITh IBEPHU, KAK MAllIMHA CPa3y K€ pBaHyja BOepe. JIpIM cpa3y »Ke 3albUInil €1 Ti1as3a.

OHa 1u1a MemKom 1o yJIHMIE, B HAJICKAE XOTh IIe-TO MOBCTPEYATh XOTh KaKOE-TO Takcu. Panee
POIHBIC YIMLBI, TEIEPh CTAIHU I HeE uykKMMHU. BeHepa COBEpPIIEHHO HE NMOMHWJIA rOpoAa, OHa
IPOCTO PACTEPSAHHO LUIA BIEPEI.

Bueszanno Bo3ne He€ mpuTopMo3mia MmanmHa. BeHepa He oOparmia Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUE U
pojoJiKaia UATH, JaKe He MOBEPHYB I'0OJIOBY B CTOPOHY aBTOMOOUJIS.

— JeBymka, nogsectu Bac kyna-t1o? — u3 OKHa BBINISIHYJIA TAPEHb. Y HEro ObUT MPUATHBIN
roJjioc. /leBylika ynenuiaa eMy BHUMAaHHE BCETO HA HECKOJIBKO CEKyHA. CMEpUB €Tr0 B3IIS0M, OHA
HEMHOTI'O B TpyOOM TOHE BCE )K€ EMY OTBETHUJIA:

— He crowr.

— 51 "He cobuparock HacUIOBaTh TEOs, 51 MPOCTO MOABE3Y T€OA K MeCTy, Kyaa Tebe Hajg0, — OH
HE OCTaHaBIIUBAJIC, CIEAYS 3a HEM.

— A TBI 3Haenb, Kyga MHE Hajgo? — BeHepa ocTaHOBWIIACH M, CY3UB IVla3a, CMOTpEA Ha
Hero. ITo Bc€ ObUIO HECTIPOCTa. 3716Ch TOYHO JOJKEH ObITh MOBOX.

— S Ha naHHBII MOMEHT paboTaro. YXKe IMOJOBHHA JIHS, a MOW 3apa0OTOK HUYTOXKHBIN.
[IpocTo eciu Tede HYXKHO KyAa-JI100, MO3BOJIL MHE MOJABE3TH TEOI.

CJOBMB MOMEHT, KOTAA JAEBYIIKAa OCTAHOBUJIACH, OH MPOCTO AOCTAN U3 KapMaHa CIIOXKECHHYIO
BTpO€ OyMa)KKy, KOTOpas OKa3zajach YEM-TO BpOJAE MOATBEPXKICHUS TOro, 4TO OH paboTaer
TAKCUCTOM, €IIIE U Ha KaKyI0-TO KOMIIAHUIO.

— 3auem Torma Obuto 3TO TpeactarineHue? Tak Bbl, Moomol dYenoBek, JUIIL HA00OPOT
pacryraere BceX CBOMX KIIMEHTOB, U Torja To4HO y Bac He OymeT BoBce HUKakoro 3apaboTka, —
KaMeHb ymaja ¢ Iyl OJIOHJIWHKH, W OHa, KaXeTCs, Jake HEeMHOro pacciabunack. IlapeHsb
YABIOHYJICA €1 B OTBET.

— Tak TbI cagunbcsi? — OT €ro OCJOCHEKHOW YIBIOKM OTOMBAIOTCS Jy4yd COJIHIIA. BeHepa
HEYBEPEHHO OIVIAIBIBAETCS BOKPYL. DTO MECTO HE IMOX0XKE Ha LEHTP ropoja, CKOpee Ha CaMylo
JTATBHIOI ero 4acTh. JItoael coBcemM Majo, TAe-TO MPOXOAUT KTO-TO MUMO, HO HET OECKOHEYHOTO
MOTOKa, K KOTOPOMY OHa Y)Xe Tak IpuBbikja B JloHmone. Mara3unbl, JaBKH yxe pabOTaroT,
IIPUHHAMAs BO BCKO CBOMX KJIMEHTOB, KOTOPBIX 3/I€Ch, IO CYTH, HE TAK Y>K U MHOTO.

— Jla, — JneBylIka yBEpEeHHO KHBaeT rojioBoil. O0oiiasi MalmMHy, OHa cella BHYTPb. 371€Ch
OBLIO Kapko U aymHo. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OKHA ObUIM OTKPBITHI, KOHIUIIMOHEPA 3/1€Ch SIBHO HE
XBaTalo.

— Kyma? — kparko chopocus TMapeHb, NpUAaB CBOEMY BBIPAKEHUIO JIMIA OOJbIIeH
cepbE3HOCTH. BeHepa npoTsaHyna emy OyMaxKy C aapecoM, KOTOPhIA €il gana Muccuc AHJEPCOH.
Jlvuib KMBHYB B OTBET, OH Ha)KaJl HAa Ta3, U MalllMHA pBaHyJla BIIEPE.

[Tapenb BClO mopory pacckasbiBai ei uto-To. OH mokasajics el BIOJHE APYXKETOOHBIM, HO
JI0BEpATH eMy Bc€ ené He xoTena. OHa Jgaxke He ciyiana ero. B ronose Benepa nuibs 06aymbiBana
TO, YTO CKAXXET CBOEW Marepu, Kak BCTpeTHUT €€. [Ipouwio yxe Hemano BpEMEHU U B CyETE€ CBOEH
KU3HU JIeBYyIIKA Havaya 3a0bIBaTh Jlayke BHEIHUHN BUJl Marepu. Ho Teneps OH OTYETIIMBO BUCEI B



e€ rosose, pazmaBnuBas e€. B Oenoll AIMHHOW pyOalike, TPOABIPSIBICHHAs OT YKOJIOB, Kappwu,
CJIOBHO OBOII, MPOCTO CUJIAT M KUBAET TOJIOBOM, CMOTpPS JHUIIb B OAHY TOYKy. Torma Benepa
HEHAaBH/JIEJIa CBOIO MaTh U €/1Ba HE MPOKJIMHAJA 3a TO, YTO OHa cienana. OHa ciomala HE TOJIBKO
ceOs1, HO U eé.

OHM BBICXQJIM B JPYroi KOHEI] ropojia U OCTAaHOBUJIMCH HANIPOTUB Kiaabuiia. Benepa Obuta B
3aMeNaTeIbCTRE.

— 3akoHuwnicst 0en3uH? [louemy Mbl nasnbliie HE €1eM? — HECKOJIBKO HCITYTaHHBIM TOJI0COM
CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Her, MBI npuexanu, — napeHb OTKUHYICS HA CHUJICHUM, TSHKEIO BbAbIXas. [leBymika,
KaKETCs, TepecTaja COBCEM JbIIarh. 3aKpbhIB IJa3a, OHA I[IOCYMTajda JO JCCSATH, YTOOBI
yCIIOKOUTHCA. U XOTS1 9TO HE MOMOTJI0, €l HY>KHO OBbUTO JIeJIaTh YTO-J1100.

— JlagHo, ckonbKo 51 TeOe MoKHA? — €€ PYKH IPOoKalid, KOT/a OHAa JO0CTaBasia U3 PIOK3aKa
JIEHBIH.

— S mory nogoxaats. Tebe Beab HYKHO €IIE Ha3aa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJ HapeHb.

— boroch, 4TO Ha JOPOTy HA3aJl MHE ACHET BPs Ju XBaTUT. CKONBKO? — pa3/Ipa’)k€HHBIM U B
TOE BPEMS APOKAIMM TOJIOCOM CIIPOCHUIIA IEBYIIKA.

— 1.25 ¢dynra.

— Jlepxu, — oHa oraana eMmy JE€HBI'M. Y HEE OCTaBaJOCh, HA CAMOM [I€Je, €IIE HEMAJIO, HQ
IPOBOJIATH BPEMS C 3TUM THUIIOM €l HE COBCEM XOTEJOCH.

Ha BaTHbBIX HOrax JIeBYIIIKa BbIIUIA U3 aBTOMOOUJIS. He cTobKO CosHIle, CKOJIBKO COOCTBEHHAsI
OECIIOMOIIIHOCT, M HEYBEPEHHOCTh 3acClICIUIsUIA €W Ia3a, Jumanu paccyaka. OHa aBuUransach
MemieHHo. OKka3aBIMCch 32 BOPOTaMU, €i CTaJIo 10 )KYTHU CTpaIlHo. bbuio Obl ropasnio Jjierye, eciu
o061 Mepkypuii Obu1 psimoM. OHa XBarajach PyKOW 3a BO3/AYyX, NbITasiChb HAUTH €r0 PYyKYy, HO €ro
psnom He Obuto. [lomoliig k HEOOIBIIOMY JOMUKY, PA3MEPOM C MAJICHBKYIO KOMHATKY, IJI€ MUPHO
Criajl TOJICTBIM OXpaHHUWK, TMOJICTABHB CBOIO JIBICYIO TOJIOBYy cojiHITY. Kak 31ech BOOOIe MOKHO
craTh. bOJIBIION PUCK HE MIPOCHYTHCS BOBCE.

— IlpocTute, — 4yepe3 OTKPBITOE OKHO, JEBYIIKA TOPMOIIMIIA MYKUMHY 32 iedo. OH JIHIIIb
CKPUBHJICS Tak, OyATO Yel-TO MPU3PpaK B KOTOPBIM pa3 MoOECIOKOUII €T0, HO TaK U HE MPOCHYJICS.

— Mucrep! — yxe 060j€e HacTOMUMBO JEBYILKA MPOCTO yapuia ero mo pyke. 3to cpadborano
yke ayumie. OTKpBIB I1a3a, MY>KUMHA MOMANPBITHYI Ha MecTe, OyaTo ucnyraBumch €. CTpaHHO,
4TO JIFOJI, paOdOTaroNMe Ha MOJOOHBIX MeCTaX, BOOOILE MOTYT €€ Yero-H1uOy1b OOSThCS.

— Koppu Xomwmgaein! A uiry Koppu Xommmaein! Mucrtep, oHa 31€Cbh? — CIOBHO NMPOKAKECHHAs
Benepa Hauana TpsACTH MY)XUYHMHA 3a PYKY M Kpr4darh Ha Hero. [1o e€ mexkaM Teknu cnésbl, U Tenepb
OHa HE MOIa Jepkarh ceds B pykax. Eit 6110 cTpammo. E€ cymaciiecTBue Teneps BBIILIO U3-T10]
KOHTPOJISl B OJJMH MOMEHT, ¥ OHA HE MOTJIa KOHTPOJIUPOBATh ceOsl.

— TrI nymaenb, 1 BCEX MEPTBELIOB 10 UMEHU 3HAKO? — MYXXUYMHA BBIIEPHYI CBOIO PYKY U3 €€
[ENKUX NnaibleB. Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/T OH BBIIIEN U3 €€ MOJIsSl 3pEHUs, HO BCKOPE MPEACTall nepe
HEH.

— Mmnue ckasanu, 9yTo oHa 31echk. Ho s He 3Haro... S Hameroch, 4TO HE... — OJOHIWHKE
rioTana cyi€3bl. OHa ObLIa MOJHOCTHIO Pa3/IaBiIeHa CIOKUBIIMMHUCS 00CTOSTEIbCTBAMU.

— Ilommm 3a mHOU. f TOXe HamewCh, YTO €€ 31eCh HET, — MPOSBUB HEKOE COUYYBCTBHE,
CKa3aj MYX4YHMHa.

MamMma Bcerza roBopuiia €l OpUEHTHPOBATHCA Ha JIYHY, & HE Ha 3BE3/bI B OECCOHHBIC HOYH,
KOT/Ia CTpax MOIVIONIAET Iy MOJTHOCTHIO B CBOM 00bATHS. JIyHa BCeraa OcTaeTcsi XOJIOAHOU MpuU
m00bIX o0cTosATENhCTBaX. OHA XOJOMHA JIUIIL MTOTOMY, YTO OIUHOKA. A 4TO 3BE31bI? X MHOTO,



OHU €CTh Jpyr y Apyra. OHU OOMaHYMBO CBETAT, HE yKa3biBasi HU HA ONWH MPABUIbHBINA IYTh,
MOTOMY UYTO KaX/ast 3B€3/1a BEJET T€0sl B CBOIO CTOPOHY.

— Sl nyna, — ckazana omHaxabl Kappu, nmoxkack ¢ jodeppio Ha KpoBaru. Benepa oOHsa
rOJIOBY MAaTEPU U TSKEJIO B3JI0XHYB, CIIPOCUJIA:

— V¥V 104 ecTh 51, MaMOYKa.

— Tb1 mos [lnanera, maneHbkad. A g TBoil BepHbIi CHyTHUK, — HEXHas YIbIOKa MaMbl
BCErJa JaBajia el HaJek Iy Ha TO, YTO BCE n3MeHUTCA. OqHaX bl TOYHO!

Onu Opoanian MeX 1y HaArpoOHBIX KaMHE. MyKunHa npuBes €€ KyJa-TO B CaMblil KOHEII.

— DT0 3a NOCIENHIOI0 HEACHIO, — I10KAB IIJIEYaMU, OH YIIEJ, OCTABUB JIEBYIIKY OJIHY.

— Cnacu60, — mpolienTaiga OHa COBCEM TUXO0, HO OH BCE paBHO HE YCJIIILIAJL.

Oxkosio aecsTu HaArpoOHBIX KamMHeW. Ha oqHOM M3 HUX €CTh PUCK YBUAETH 3HAKOMOE UMs.
BeHnepa nuia measieHHoO, oracasch poYuTarb UMs cBoer marepu. IIponas 1o koHua psaa, AeBylKa
nepecrana IjiakaTh, HO BCE )ke Jplana proM. Tak e Obuio jerye.

«Kappu Xomnmuneit». E€ cepaiie 3amepino. Heckonbko ceKyHI JEBYIKA Jake 3a0blia O TOM,
kak asiuark. [lepen maszamu noremHeno, Benepa crapanmachk Aplate poBHO, Jenas BAOX PTOM U
BBIIBIXasl HOCOM, Kak ydyuiia €€ JPKEeHMH B Cilyyae NaHW4YEeCKOM araku, KOTOpbIE KOTAAa-TO 4acTo
obun y He€. Ho 3T0 He moMoro. ¥ OJIOHIMHKK MOIKOCUIIMCh HOTH, U OHA yraja Ha 3eMJII0 U
HayaJa IUIaKaTh.

[Topoii ObIBaeT CAUIIKOM IMO3AHO. Jtonu mpom@T Apyr Apyra, Koraa Jullb KTO-TO OAUH U3
IBYX YK€ MEpPTB. Mbl HaxoOuM ITOAXOSIIME CJIOBA JIMIIb, KOIZIA HUKTO YK€ HE MOXKET HX
yenpimate. M 3T0 Tak, 4é€pr moOepu, HECHpaBeIIMBO, MOTOMY BCE, YTO JKM3Hb JI€JAeT C
HEKOTOPBIMHU JIOABMH — IIPOCTO JIOMAeT UX. M 3TO cOBceM He HAellaeT HUKOIO CUIIbHEE. JTO
3aCTaBJIsIET YeJIOBEKa MPOCTO HEHABUJIETh ce0s U kenarb cede cMmeptu. [loTroMy 4TO XKU3HB OyATO
caMa IOJCKAa3bIBAE€T €EMY O TOM, YTO XBATHUT KUTbh. 1Bl HE JOJDKEH KHUTh.

Ho B 3TOT pa3 y He€ ObUIO HEONOJIMMOE KEITaHUE JKUTh, OOPOThCS 1O caMoro Konma. OHa
J100MIa CBOIO MaTh, HO HE XOTeda UATH MO €€ CTONaM M MOBTOPATH T€ K€ OMMOKU. DTa KU3Hb
MPUHAJICKUT TOJIBKO €, U OHa caMa OyJeT €€ TBOPUTH!

I'nasa 21. Find me

— S yxe eny! — kparko ckazan Mepkypuid, Kak TOJIBKO €ro APYr MPUHSII ero Bb30oB. OH ObLI
yke Ha nonmytu. [lapHs nepenonHsia Henpucyiias €My YBEpeHHOCTb. OH ObLI HACTOJIBKO
pEUMTENbHO HACTPOEH Ha TO, YTOObI HE TOJBKO BEPHYTh JIEBYIIKY, HO M OKOHYATEJIbHO
pazo0OparbCs B TOM, 4YTO MNPOUCXOAUT B €€ >ku3HU. Hukakux OoJibllle TailH, HUKAKUX Jaxe
HEJIOMOJIBOK, KOTOPBIE JIUIIb PACCOCIUHSIOT €r0 ¢ HEN emié O0JIbIle, YeM ATH YEPTOBBI KUIOMETPHI
MEXIY IBYMS TOPOJIAMHU.

— Kyna? — HECKOJIBKO yCTalIbIM M MOXHO JaXX€ CKa3aTb COHHBIM T'OJIOCOM CIPOCHJI €ro
Aptyp. OH rOBOpWII IENOTOM, BUJIUMO, PAJIOM C HUM craja u Jlrocu.

— B Hsrokacn! Benepa tam! S yBepen! S koe-uTo yxe y3HaJI, TOATOMY HampaBIIsSIOCE
TyAa, — €ro KpacHble OT YCTaJOCTH Ila3a CMOTPENU MPsMO, HE 3aMeuas nepej, co00i HUKaKUX
nperpaz. Pazse 4To kxpome OHOW — OH MOHATHUS HE UMEET, I1e UCKaTh Benepy.

— Yo THI Y3HAN? — JItocH, MOX0KE, IPOCHYIACh, TAK KaK BbIpBaJIa y MapHs TeaedOoH U eaBa
He onrynmia MepKypust TPOMKHAM T'OJIOCOM.

— S1... DTOo He Tak Ba)XXHO, HO s Haay €€. Sl TouHO Haly e€.

OH cOuJ1 3BOHOK M OBICTPO BBIKJIIOUUII T€JIEPOH, TOTOMY YTO ObUT YBEPEH, YTO TENEPh 3BOHKH
MOCBIILIKOTCS TPAZOM.

Paccekas TeMHOTY, ITapeHb CTApaJICi HU O 4eM He AyMarb. HO Ha30MIMBBIE MBICIM CaMU



Je3n1u B ToJioBy. Kak e MpocTo HMYEro He 4YyBCTBOBaTh. Kak MPEKpacHO MPOCHINATHCS U yKe
3HaTh, C KAKON MBICIIBIO Thl YCHEIb B 3TOT k€ Beuep. C Kakoi? A Tbl YCHEIIIb C MBICIBIO O TOM, YTO
3aBTPAIHUMN JIeHb OyleT aOCOMIOTHO TaKUM K€, Kak ¥ 3TOT. Kak u ToT, 4To ObUI BYEpaA, U TOT, YTO
Oyner mocne3aBrpa. OnpeneneHHoe Oyayiiee, chopMUpOBaHHOE Mponvioe. Bes ku3Hb, Kak 1O
njany. YETKo pacuepueHHON cxeme, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO pa3padaThiBall HE OH.

OHa BHecJa B €ro *Hu3Hb KOJIOCCAJbHBIE M3MEHEHHUA. Tenepb €ro >KM3Hb HAllOMHHAJIa HE
CKYYHYIO TOBCEAHEBHOCTb, a HACTOSILEE MPUKIIOUECHHE, KOTOPOE pa3Be €I MOTYT OINHCHIBATh
TOJBKO NPUYYMJIUBBIC JIOAU, KOTOPHIX Mbl MPUBBIKJIA Ha3bIBaTh MUcCATEISIMU. JI10U, KOTOpbHIE
TBOPSAT MHUp 3a MpenenaMu peanbHocTH. Ho ero peambHOCTh ObTa camoi HacTosimed. U BoT
Mepkypuii MYUT B COBEPIIEHHO JPYrod TOpPOI, YTOOBI OTHICKATh CBOIO JIEBYIIKY, KOTOpas
3aTepsIach B CBOEM MPOUUIOM, TPOBAJIMBILKCH B HETO C TOJIOBOM.

CnoBHO cynep-repoil, Muanmii Bepe, 4To0bl yCIeTh CIIacTH BECh MUP, OH JIETEJ HaBCTPEUy
HEU3BECTHOCTU. ET0 LENBbK0 CErogHs CTAJO0 CHAacThU CBOW MHUP. TakoW MaJIEHbKUW, MOXKET,
COBEPILEHHO HEMOHATHBIA KOMY-JIM00, HO €My Ka3alloCh, Oy/ITO TOJIBKO OH MOKET CIacTH €ro.

JIume x yrpy Mepkypuii yxxe npuexan B ropof. Kaxnas ynuma, KaXIplii IOM, JIFOIHA, B KOHIE
KOHIIOB. Bc€ Obu1o emy He3Hakomo. BxirouuB TenedoH, emy BcE K€ NMPUILIOCH CHOBa HaOparh
HOMEp ApTypa, 4TOOBI CIPOCUTH Koe-4To y JItocu.

HaGpaB Homep npyra, Mepkypuii 1 He OKUJIajl, YTO JIEBYIIKA TaK OBICTPO MOAHUMET TPYOKY U
Ccpa3y HauHET KpHU4YaTh HA HEro. 3areM OHa Havaia miakarb. OH e B OTBET TOJBKO CIyIIAIL. DTO
ObUTa €TMHCTBEHHAS BElllb, C KOTOPOW OH OTJIMYHO CIIPABIISIICA.

— Moxenb ckazarh X0Tsl Obl TPUOJIU3UTENBHO, TJ€ OHa MOIIa Obl OBITH 3/1€Ch, — CIIPOCHII
IIapeHb, KaK TOJIbKO JIFOCH 3aTKHYIIACh.
— S mory nars TebOe nare agpec e€ agoma. J[keilH mpenmonaraer, 4YTo OHa TaMm, — YXKe

CIIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM TOBOPHUT JeByllka. Bropomnsix oHa uto-to umier. [loOenHbIii KpUK Ormymaer
MapHsS U OH OTCTpaHseT Tele(OoH OT yxa, a 3aTeéM BHOBb MPHUCIOHSAET, TOTOMY YTO BHHUMATEIHHO
CJIyIIIAeT. 3ammicaB B MaMsITH MPOCTO ajipec, oH nmobmarogapui JIrocu u cpasy ke OTKIIOYHUIICS.

Kynus B OnukaiiiiieM Mara3uHe HECKOJIBKO SHEPTreTUKOB, OH Cpasy e OMYCTOIIMI HECKOJIbKO
OyTBUIOUEK U JIMIIL 3aT€M ObUI TOTOB MPOAOKATH CBOU MTOUCKHU.

GPS npugeno ero kK KakOMy-TO CTapoMy JIoMY. ETo cTeHBI ye MOHEMHOTY caMOpa3pylliainuch,
BpEMsI HaHECJIO HEIMONPABUMOE BIUSHUE Ha ATO 37aHue. Mepkypuil yke ObUT moaymal, 4To 3TO
JOJKHA ObITh MO0 onmbka Jlrocu, niau HaBuraropa. B utore, oH BCE ke Halllesl Ha JIOM€ TOT K€
azpec, 4To U Obul eMy nepefan. JloM ObLT MO/IENIEH Ha HECKOJIBKO OJIOKOB, KOTOPBIE COCTAaBIISLIA
OTAENbHbIC KBapTUPBL. KBapTrpa mox Homepom 12, rie, mo cinoBam Jlrocu, xxuia korga-to Benepa,
BBITJISAZIENIa COBCEM Y)KacHO. BBIOMTHIE OKHa, CTapble ABEPH, KAKETCA, UX CTOUT OTKPHITh, U OHU
BOBCE COpBYTCs ¢ merenb. OH monolesn HeMHOoro onvke. Yepes pa3zduToe OKHO, MapeHb 3arIaHYI
BHYTpb. Mebenu 31ech coBceM He Obuto. Cepble Tojble CTEHbl M HUYero Oosbie. OTiauyHas
JIOKaIus sl CheMOK (puiabMa y)KacoB, HO HUKAaK HE JUIsl KU3HU I11eJIod ceMbHu. CIIOKHO Jaxke
MPEJICTaBUTh, UTO KOTJA-TO 3/1€Ch KTO-TO JKHII.

— DO, napenn. Tebe yero? — B Hauasie JOPOXKKH, BO3JIE €r0 MAIMHBI CTOsJIA MOJIHOBAaTas
KEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi CMOTpeJia Ha HETO C HEKUM HEJIOBEPUEM.

— 4... S nmy Benepy, — HeyBepeHHO pOroBopuJI OH. JKeHImHa mpooKaia CBEPIUTh €TI0
razamu, — XoJumaen. Benepy Xommuaeu.

— K10 THI?

— 51 e€ mapensb. A nmy €€. ..

— Ilonwm 3a MHOM, — OHa mepeOuiia ero Ha MOJIYCJIOBE M Kylda-TO JIBUHYNIach. BeiOopa y



Mepkypust 0co00 He ObUIO, TOATOMY OH OIS BCIE 32 JKEHIMHOM.

OHa xujia B COCeIHE KBapTupe. 37eCh ObUIO YK€ HEMHOTO XHBee. TpONMUHKA, 4TO Besia K
IBEpH, 110 00€ CTOpOHBI OblIa oOcakeHa nBeTamMu. OHU BBINIICIH OOCOXIIMMHU, HO 3TO, TTOXOXKE,
HHUKOTO 3JIECh HE BOJIHOBAJIO.

Buyrpu Obuto Tuxo. XKenTele CTeHBI OTJaBajlu CcTapuHOW. BCE BOKpyr maxiio JeIieBbIM
OCBEKHUTEIIEM BO3/yXa, KOTOPOTO XO35IMKAa KBAPTUPHI HE moxkanena. OHM OpONUIM Ha KYXHIO.
Kpyriiblii cTos 3aHMMan e/1Ba He BCIO KOMHATY, HO OHM 002 YMECTHUJIIUCH.

— Tak KTo ThI? — CHpPOCUIIA KEHIMHA. JTO OBUIO MOX0XKE HA M3JEBATEIBCTBO, HO, TOXOXKE,
YTO OHA ObLIa MOJHA CEPbE3HOCTH U PEUIUMOCTH.

— SI mapenp Benepsl. OHa mpuexana crofa K CBOEW Marepu, HO HE COOOIMIIa HUKOMY.
JIxeitH, e€ TETs, mpocuiaa MEHsS HaBeaaTbCs Clofa, YTOOBI HaliTh €€, — MepKypuil ToHUMAJ, 4TO
€ro CJIOBa 3BYYMT HEBHSATHO M, BOBMOXKHO, HE BeChbMa aJIeKBaTHO, HO ceiiyac OH ObUI HE TOJBKO
pacTEpSHHBIM MEPE]] TOU )KEHIIMHOM, HO U HEUMOBEPHO YCTABIIAM.

— Omna Obu1a 31ech. Em€ cerogust yrpoM. OHa HOUEBaJIa y MEHsI, — 3THU CJIOBa ObLUIM CJIOBHO
XOJIOAHAs OCBEXKaromas Bojia iy nmapHs. OH SBHO 0KUBHJICS, YCJIBIIIAB 3TO.

— I'ne ona cenvac?

— OmHa ymuia, moka s eme cnajia, — HECKOJIBKO TPYCTHO CKa3aJ1a KEHIIMHA.

— MoxeT, oHa nonwia k Marepu? Bel 3Haere, rje oHa ceidac? — YroJibKu HaACXk bl BCE eIl¢
TOpEJu B €10 AyILE.

— K coxanenuto, 3Har0. OHa ymepna. Henenro Hazaa nmoBecuiiach B CBOEM JIOME.

BcrioMHUB 3TOT KYTKHH JIOM, U3 pa30UTHIX OKOH KOTOPOTO, KaXKETCs, BBIXOAUIO BCE, UTO
JEpKaJIOCh B YETHIPEX CTEHaxX rojamu, y Mepkypusa npoOexann Mypamku no kKoxke. Tskeno
B3JIOXHYB, OH 3aKpbUI JIMIIO PYKaMU WM 3aKpbUl Ha Mur mmasa. [ me ona? Ilouemy oHa BCE Bpems
monuana? Kak ona Momia paepxkare B cebe Tak MHoro? Ero ronoBa BCKpYyKHJIACh OT
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX BOIIPOCOB, UTO BHE3AITHO 3aHSUIM BCIO €T0 TOJIOBY.

— MoxeTre MHe pacckasarh 4To-IM00 00 €€ cembe? — TapeHb MOAHSUT yCTajlble Ilaza |
YMOJISIIOIIMM B3IVISIZIOM CMOTpEI Ha KeHIMHY. EMy Hy)kHO ObUTO X0Ts ObI 4TO-TO. TspKENo MH00UTH
4eJIoBeKa, KOTOPOro TOJIKOM U HE 3Haelllb. EMy HYKHBI ObLTH OTBETHI.

Omna oka3zanach OontinBoid. [loMuMO HHTEpPECHOTO pacckasa, JKeHIIMHA elE U HanouiIa napHs
4aeM M Jlalia MepeKycuTh. MepKkypuil U moymarb HUKOTAA HE MOT, YTO KU3Hb €r0 AEBYIIKH CTOJb
pa3HoOoOpa3Hasi U CTOJb TauHCTBEHHAasA. CKOJBKO IEMOHOB BHYTPH 3TOW OJHOM XPYIKOW JEBYLIKH,
CJIOKHO U IIPEJICTABUT.

Korma kparkas skckypcust mo npouuvioMy BeHepbl 3aKOHUMIACh, OH BBINIE] Ha YIUILY.
HemHoro cBexero Bo3ayxa, KOTOPBIA pa30aBUT AbIM B JIETKUX. Eciu ObI 3TOT IbIM MOT pa30aBUTh U
MBICJIH, YTO HE MPEKPAIIATIN KPYKUTh €T0O TOJIOBY.

On naOpan HoMep Jlrocu, MOTOMY YTO HE 3HAJ, KOMY €I 3BOHUTH U YTO JI€JaTh JajbIIe.
Oxumas oTBeTa, MapeHb HaOMIOJaT 3a KpacHbIM 3akaTroM. JleHb Tak ObICTpO mpoien. byrnro
IpOoLIEIIC 110 HEMY. MepKypul BCE €l HE Cliall U HY)KJAJICSA B HEKOM IOA3apsiIKe.

— ThI Ha1IeNn €€?7 — Ha4vaB ¢ 3TOr0, C HEKOW HAAEKI0M CIIPOCUIa IEBYIIKA.

— Iloutu. S y3Han Koe-4To UHTEpecHOE, HO He Halen e€. E€ mars ymepna, oM pa3our, u s
IPOCTO HE 3HAI0, IJIE CIIE MOKHO MCKATh, — IAPEHb BBINIYCTUJI CTPYIO IbIMAa W30 pTa, IOAHSB
BBEPX T'OJIOBY, ONIEPEBIIMCh HA IBEPHON KOCSK.

— Tlomoxxau, MUHYTY, TTOXKaIylHcTa, — cKaszajna JIrocu u, BUIMMO, OCTaBHUJIA IJIe-TO TeIe(dOH.
Ha 510 Bpemsa Mepkypuii 3akpbUl INia3a M NBITAICA YCMUPUTh CBOM MBICIHU, CHENaTb HUX
MOCTYIIHBIMHU, HO KAKUM-TO 00pa30M UMEHHO OHHU HE MO3BOJISIIA €My YCHYTb.



— CoumanpHas ciayx6a ropoma. OHa MOXET OBITh TaM, — YPAaBHOBEIICHHBIM CIOKOWHBIM
rOJIOCOM CKa3aja JIeBYIIKa.

— Anpec.

Jlrocu Ha3Basia eMy ajapec, U OHU CyXO MOMPOINAINCH MEXay co0oil. BepHyBumch B JI0M,
MapeHb Mmodiarogapwi KEHIMHY 3a BCE M Tomnponiaics ¢ Hel Toxe. Habpa B GPS aapec, on
CHayaJia 3aexall Ha 3allpaBKy, T HEe TOJIBLKO 3allpaBUJI MaIlMHY, HO U HaOpas cede ele HECKOIbKO
0aHOUYEK IHEPIrEeTUKOB.

Brimmu Bcé, Mepkypuili Haxkan Ha ra3. OH exand Kak OObIYHO, HO OT TOTO, YTO €ro Iia3a
CIUITAINCH OT YCTaJIOCTU, KAXKETCS, NOTEPSI KOHTPOIb. CMOTpsI TUIIb npsiMo, Mepkypuil neitancs
4acTO MOpraTh, 9YTOOBI HE YCHYTh IIPSIMO Ha JI0pOTe.

BueszanHo Ha nopory BeiOexana aeBymika. OHa OyaTo oT Koro-to 0exana. Mepkypuii cpasy xe
Ha)kall Ha TOPMO3, HO, KaxkeTcs, He ycnea. OHa ynajia, yIapuBIIMCh 00 MaIlIMHY.

Mepkypuil cpasy ke BblO€Xal M3 MalMHbL. ITOo ObUTIO ciaydaiiHo. OHa cama BbIOEXKajia Ha
nopory. EnMHCTBEHHOE, Ha YTO OH HAJEsICsA, 4TO OHA ObUia *KuBa. J[eBylka Jiexxana JUIIOM Ha
ac(anbTe, MaJIeHbKas JyXHUIla KpOBU 00pa3oBaiach BO3JIE€ €€ TOJIOBBI.

— Yéprt, — npouenTtan napeHb, NOTEPSB NOJTHOCTHIO PABHOBECHE.

I'naBa 22. The End

DTta HOYb ObUTA JIM HE caMOM CIOKHOM B €€ kxu3HU. Po3oBas 1menneHa ynana ¢ e€ ma3. Benepe
OBUTO TSIKEJIO OCO3HABATh, UTO OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh CBOCH KM3HU OHA MPOXKHUJIA B HEBEJEHBU TOT0, KaK
¥ 4TO ObUTIO Ha camoM Jiesie. OHa 4yBCTBOBaA, OYATO 3TO BCE OKPYXkKaJo €€, BEPTENIOCh BOKPYT HEE,
HO OHa IMPOCTO OTKa3bIBajach 3TO BUJIETh. Teneph XOpOLIO pa3misiieB, oHa xanena o0 3ToM. He o
TOM, YTO y3Hajia TOPbKYIO TIpaBIy, a CKOpee O TOM, YTO He y3Hajia 00 3ToMm paHbiie. [loTromy uTo
y3Haja Obl OHA paHbllie, ObLT OBl MIAHC YTO-TU00 UCHPABUTh. Teneps UCIPABIATh ObLIO MOMPOCTY
HEYETO.

OHa TpOCHYIACH CIUWIIKOM pPaHO, HE B3Upas Ha TO, YTO YCHYJIa €lIBa HE IOA YTPO.
CrnoxBaTUBIIMCh C KPOBAaTH, JIEBYIIKA OBICTPO ONEJach, B3sUla CBOM HEOOJBIION PIOK3aK H
pENMTENbHO HACTPOUIIACh HA TO, YTOOBI pelMia KyIMUTh I[BETHl U B MOCIEIHUN pa3 YBUAETHCS C
MaTepbIO, MOCIJE YErO YeXaTh JOMOU.

Muccuc MaaucoH, 4yto npuroTuia e€ y ceds, eme crnana. Yxons, Benepa mymana, 94To CTOUT
el 0CTaBUTh KaKyI0-JIMOO 3aMUCKYy WK YTO-TO BPOJE TOTO, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA IIAHUPOBaja
CIOJIa €€ BEPHYTHCHI.

[Tox >KTymmM CONHIIEM Ha €€ PyKaX W JUIIE BBICTYNWJIN BECHYIIKHA, KOTOPHIC, CIIOBHO 3BE3/IbI
Ha HOYHOM HeOe, pacKuIalucCh 1o e€ Teny. [leBylika penmia npolTUCh NEMKOM K IIEHTPY ropofa.
D10 OBUIO JOBOJHHO-TAKU JAJIEKO, HO €M XOTEJIOCh MPOCTO MPOTYIATHCS M XOTS Obl HEMHOTO
pacciaabuThCs, 03a0bIB 000 BCEM.

Hanes Haynmuku, Benepa cpasy ke JaBajia 3HaK BCEX MPOXOMSIIMM MHUMO, YTO €€ Jydlle He
Tporarb. HekoTopsie mapHu OIAIbIBAIMCH HAa HEE, HO BCE K€ HE pPeIaInch NOAXONUTh. BeHepa xe
He 3ameuania 3Toro. HapepHoe, eil mpocTto ObUIO HE JO 3TOrO, U K TOMY, €l 3TO OBLIO HE
UHTEPECHO. Y He€ ObUT IIOOMMBIN YeIOBEK, U JJIsl HE€ OH ObLT HUJICaIbHBIM BO BCEX CMBICIIAX.

B nentpe ropoga oHa opueHTHpOBaiach ropasno Jydine. HaBepHoe, 3TOT ropon HaBcerga
octaHeTcs B €€ cepane. Kaxnas ynuia, moBOpoT, KaKJAblii Mara3uH, JiaBka... MHOroe M3MEHHUJIOCH
3a BpeMs €€ OTCYTCTBUS 3/I€Ch, HO JIaBKA C IBETAMH, MUMO KOTOPOM OHH YACTO MPOTYIHBAIUCH C
MaTephio, OCTaBaJIach Ha MecTe. 3aMEeTHB 3HAKOMYIO BhIBECKY, BeHepa ciierka ynbiOHynace. Tero
pazmioch 1o €€ teny. OHM 4acTo mporynuBaiuchk, 1 Kappu He pa3 pacckaspiBasia, KaK paHbIIE
OTeI] YacTO JIapuj el IBEThI, KOIJa OHU TOJbKO HaYMHalW BcTpedarbes. OHM HU pa3y He Obuin



BHYTpH, HO Tenepb BeHepa oqHa nepemaruBaeT nopor JIaBKA U 4yBCTBYET TEIEPh JIETKYIO TOCKY 3a
MPOIUIBIM.

OTka3aBUMCh OT OMOIIM MPOJABLa, OHA pellriia cama cooparb OykeT Juisd marepu. biyxnas
cpean OECKOHEYHO JUIMHHBIX PSAOB C IIBETaMH, JAEBYIIKA IbsSHENA JIMIIL OT OAHOTO MX 3amaxa.
BHe3anHO €l BCHOMHMIIOCH, 4TO MepKypuii €l HM pa3dy He Japuid UBeTbl. OTKUHYB JIMIIHHE
MBICJIM, OHA BCE K€ MPOAOJIAKHUIIA COOUPATH LIBETHI.

HaOpaB nenblii OykeT, KOTOpbI OHa coOpasia U3 OCKOJIKOB CBOEH mamATH, BeHnepa nomnpocuia
KpacUBO 00OpaMUTh UX 30JI0TOM JIeHTOUKOM. Eil ka3anochk, 4TO Tak OyJIEeT MyCTh U MPOILE, HO BCE Ke
KpacuBei. PacmiaruBimmch, JEBYIIKA C OXalKOW IIBETOB IOINUIa Ha aBTOOYCHYIO OCTaHOBKY.
Tenepp, korna oHa 3Haja TOYHO, KyJda €Xarb, TO HE HYXJalach B UbeU-TMOO MOMOIIM, YTOOBI
J100paThecst K ONpPEEIIECHHOMY MECTY.

[TouyBCTBOBaB JIETKOE NMPUKOCHOBEHUE YEW-TO PYKH K €€ muiedy, oHa ucnyranack. [Ipuxas
IBETHI K ce0e TONBKO OJIMKe, 4TOObI OHUM HE yrnanu, Benepa moBepHynach.

— BbI npecnietyete MeHs? — CIPOCHJIa OHA MAPHSA-TaKCHCTA, KOTOPBIA BUEPA COMPOBOMKIAT
e€ Be3ae. OHa yxxe 1 103a0buia 0 HEM, HO OH, BUIUMO, HE KeJlaJl YIYCTUTh BO3MOXHOCTHU MOAOUTH
K JIEBYLIKE, 3aIIPUMETUB €€ U31aJICKa.

— Her... 4l npocto cimydaiiHO TOXKe 3/1eCh OKaszajics. 1e0s momBe3TH? — MmapeHb CHaudajia
pacTepsuics, HO 3aTEM €ro IpeayoKeHHe MPO3ByYaio BIIOJIHE YBEPEHHO U MOUYTH O€30TKa3HO.

— Cmacubo, HO Aymaro, CEroiHsi s CMOTy Joexarb W Ha aBToOyce, — BeHepa cierka
ynbIOHYack. OHa TOJIBKO U JiymMania O TOM, YTOObI TOCKOpee YHTH, yeXaTh Kyl1a-HUOYb, TOJIbKO ObI
Oosbiie HE BUAETH ero. [louemy-To mapeHb BbI3bIBaJI y He€ uyBCTBO HenoBepus. M xotst Benepa
cama 1o cebe Majo KOMY JOBepsia, HO ObUIO B HEM YTO-TO OTTaJKHUBAIOILEEe, HECMOTPS Ha BIIOJIHE
MPUSITHYIO BHEIIHOCTb.

— S mpocTo xoten Tedbe moMoub. [IpocTH, — OH TPYCTHO YIBIOHYIICS, HE OCTABIISIS €M MIaHca
Ha rooOer. [lapeHb OTBEpHYJICS, HO BPOJE U HE CIIEIIMII YXOAUTh, OCTaBJIAs €l BpeMs Ha pa3ayMHusl.

— JlagHo, moexanu, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CKa3aja JIEBYIIKAa, HE BBIIEPKAB JSTOU
AMOLUOHAJILHON HATPY3KU.

Ha ero nuiie nosiBuiace jiyue3apHas yblOKa, 4TO JakKe HE MOIJIAa CPABHUTHCS C MPEbIIYIICH.
OH 70BKO B3sUT BETHI B CBOM PYKH M MOILEN Bepeau. Benepa BcE€ BpeMs OmIsAabpIBaiach, HOYEMY-
TO OHAa omacajach YBUAETh KOTO-TO 3HaKomoro. MoxeT, fgaxe Oomplie yeM 3HakoMoro. OHa
omnacanach, 4To /[>KelH Momia yKe cTarbh Ha €€ ciieq U HaluTu e€. TolbKo Tenepp, Koraa AeBylKa
y3HaJIa PaBAY, €CTh JIX CMBICII BO3BpaaThcsa? ECTh In MecTO, KyZla MOKHO BEPHYTHCS?

OHa HECKOJIbKO HECMEJIO Cejia B TOT XK€ aBTOMOOWJIb, TAe yKe Obuia Buepa. ATmocdepa He
nomeHsack. [lo-pexxHemy BeHepa yyBcTBoBasia cebe HEOBKO B MPUCYTCTBUM YK€ 3HAKOMOI'O
He3HakoMoro. [lo-tipexxHemy el He xBatano Mepkypusi.

B canone 6bu10 A0BONBHO AymHO. HUKTO M3 HUX HE Hapyliad TUIIMHBI, KOTOpas Hakajsia
BO3/TyX BOKPYT HUX elIE OOJIbIIIE.

— OTO0, HaBEpHOE, TPYIHO, — MEPBBIM 3arOBOPHJI MApEHb. THIIMHA JaBWJIA €EMY Ha YIIH, a
paauo, Kak Ha 3J10, CJIOMAJOCh €UIE BUEpa BEUEPOM.

— YT10? — Benepa maxke He pacchblilaja ero CJIoB, Tak Kak Oblla B TyMaHE COOCTBEHHBIX
MBICJIEH.

— TpyaHo npomomkark XUTh AaNblle, KOTAa POAHBIE JIIOAHM YMHUPAIOT, — Cpa3y MOSICHUI
MapEHb.

JleBylka HaxMypuiia OpOBH, HE TOPOIISICH C OTBETOM.

— He Ttak yx u tpyaHo. I'opa3no TpyaHee, korga Oyaydd *KUBHUM, 3TOT YEJIOBEK TeOS HE



3aMedaer, — OTBeTHJIa BeHepa W OTBEpHYIach K OKHY, JaBas MOHATb, YTO OHA HE XOYET
MPOJOJIKATh pa3roBop.

OH ocTaHOBWJI MalllMHY HAa TOM K€ MecCTe, UTO U Buepa. Bwiing Ha ynuity, Benepa 3a0paina
I[BETHI, TOOJArofapuiia MapHs M MOILIAa YK€ 3HaKOMOW joporoil. Termeps eil He coCcTaBUIIO Tpya
HalTH MOTUJTY CBoeil MaTepu. HaBepHoe, 5TUM myTeM oHa OyJeT enié He pa3 UJATH TOJILKO BO CHE.

[Ipubnukasce, AEByllIKa YyBCTBOBaja, Kak €€ HOTU mpukunanu k 3emie. OHa He XoTena
JIBUTAThCA M UATH Jaiblie. HempusarHoe 4yBCTBO OO U JYIIEBHOW MOTEPHU OOXKUTATIO €€ AYIIY.
Kowm B ropne caaBiauBai Bc€ BHyTpu. Eif ObUT0 TpyHO JblnaTh. BeHepa nmpoaokana oTpuiaTh 3TO.

— MHe Tak Xallb, — NPOU3HECHA JACBYIIKA, ITOJ0KUB IIBEThI BO3JIE PACKAJICHHOIO KaMHsl, 3a
KOTOpBIM ObLIa 11enas Beenennas B BUjie y)ke yMepIlero yeoBeKa.

Benepa nymana, 4to Tenepb AOMHKHO OBITH Jierde, HO OT BUEPAIHETO JIHS € Jerdye He CTallo.
OHa ymana Ha KOJIEHU U IUIakaia. BellutakuBas Bce cBoU cie3bl, BeHepa pa3peiBana qynly, KOTopas
710 3TOTO U Tak ObL1a pazoapaHa. OHa He OCTaBIsIa OT CeOs] HUYETO.

BeHnepa npocuaena HECKOJIBKO YacoB, IIOKA €€ roJIoBa HE Hayajla packaibiBarbes. JKapa cnana
Y CTaJI0 HECKOJIBKO Jierde Jpiath. He0o okpanmBanoch B HEXKHBIM pO30BBI I[BET.

— S em€ nmpupy, mam. He 3aBTpa u He mocie3aBTpa, HO s TIpuay, 1 obemaro, — BeHepe
BBIITYCTHJIA CBOU CJIOBA B ITYCTOTY. TaM OHU U paCTBOPUIIUCH.

Ho neBymika He crienmiia yxonutb. E€ moceTuna HeHaBs34MBasi MbICIb HAUTH MOTUIIY CBOETO
oria. OHa He ObUTa yBepeHa, UTO OH ObUT MOXOPOHEH 3/1eCh, HO € ObI XOTEIOCh MPUUTH U K HEMY.
Kakum Obl mmoxuM oH He Obul, HO Kdppu Bcerga xopolmo OT3bIBajlach O HEM, paccKas3biBas
CKa304YHbIE UCTOPUM O TOM, KAaKUM 3a00TJIMBBIM U XOPOIIMM OH ObUI JI0 pOXKIeHus: BeHnepsl.

bpons Mex Ty MEpTBELIOB, €CJIM CKa3aTh U TaK, BeHepa aymana o TOM, 4TO 3a KaKJAbIM KaMHEM
MOXOPOHEHA 11eJ1asi uCTopusl. 3anrcaHHas JIUIb ABYMS YEThIPEX3HAUHBIMU ITUGpPaMU OHA CIIpsiTaHa
31ech HaBeku. Korma yMpyT JI€TM M BHYKH 3THX JIFOAEH, TO UX XKU3HU CTAaHYT COBCEM HHUYEM,
3BE3/IHOM MBUIbIO, YTO paCTBOPUTCS B HOUHOU Mruie. Korna-to Bce 3a0yyT v 0 HEW.

Eé moucku okazanmuch Oe3ycrnenmHbMU. [00Ba JEBYIIKM HEMHOTO BCKPYXHUJIACh, HABEPHOE,
oT arMocdepsl, uTO OblIa 371eCh. 3aMETUB €€ U3JaneKa, MapeHb BhIIET U3 MalMHbl. OH ynbiOancs,
Y B OTBET OHA BbIJIaBUJIA U3 CEOs TOXKE YIBIOKY.

— OOpaTtHO? — crnpocui napeHb. Benepa Moiiua KMBHYJIAa U cejla B MAlMHY.

OHM oTheXadu COBCEM HENaJeKo, Kak BJAPYr MalllMHa ocTaHoBujachk. Hebo HaunmHaio
TYCKHETb, HO OBLIO €I1lI€ HE COBCEM TEMHO.

— [Touemy MbI OCTAHOBUJIUCH? — 00ECITIOKOCHHBIM I0JIOCOM CIPOCHIIa JAEBYIIKA.

— Bcé B mopsinke, munas. He 6oticsi, — y/IbpIOHYBIIMCH, OTBETHII TTAPEHb.

Ero pyka notsiHynace Ha 3aaHee cujeHne. OH AeiCcTBOBal MEIJIEHHO, pacTSATUBas MOMEHT.
Uepes 3epkasio BeHepa 3ameTniia Ha 3aJHEM CHUJICHUE HOX, KOTOPBIM MAapeHb YXKE CKajl B CBOEU
pyke. He nenas pe3kux ABM)KEHUI, OHA TOJIOKUJIA PYKY Ha PYUKY JBEpU U ObLIa rOTOBa B JIOOYIO
MHUHYTY OTKPBITH €€.

— Ilpocto He nBurarics, noporasi, — MOBTOpHWJ OH. BeHepa cMmoTpena eMy mpsiMO B Iviasa,
OTBJIEKasi €ro BHUMaHue. 1 korjga ero pyka Hayajia MEJUIEHHO JIBUTAThCS, OHA HAXXajla HAa PY4KYy U
BbINTAJIa U3 MammHbl. OHa yrana Ha NbUIbHYIO nopory. E€ 3amscTee monapanaioch, HO Jieka Ha
TBEpJIOM 3emiie, BeHepa BCcE ke pemmia He aymarbh, a AeMCTBOBaTh. OHA IMOJACKOYMIIA HA MECTE U
no6exana Brepen. [lapeHs Hakan Ha Ta3 W TMOTHAICS 3a HEMl. JeByIIKOW PYKOBOAMJI CTpax H
KUBOTHBIA HUHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHMUS.

B e€ miazax Hauanmu HakarmMBarhcs CJE3bI, YTO OBUIM TaK HEKCTaTh, HO OHA Oexkala Tak
OBICTPO, HACKOJILKO MOIVIa, METJIss clieBa HAapaBoO U HA0OOPOT, yTOOBl cOUTH mpuiies. Eciu oHa



OCTAaHOBHTCS, TO €U IPOCTO HE BBDKUTH.

3aMeTHuB eyIIyl0 HATPOTHB MAaIlIMHY, OHAa KUHYJIACh HABCTPEUY, MBITAICh OOPaTUTh BHUMAaHHUE
Bogutens. Ho oH, BunmuMo, He 3ameTun €€, u BeHepa oTierena Ha3ajl, Kak TOJBKO aBTOMOOWIIb
PE3KO OCTAaHOBHWJICS. YIIaB, OHA IIPOCTO OTKItoumiiach. [lynbec cHauana ObETCS Tak OBICTPO, a 3aTeM
couBaeT cBou 000poThl. Heyxenn 3To koHen? 9To KOHEL.

I'naBa 23. Begin again

OH xomus u3 ymia B yroji. Bpauu, 4To oWy Julb Tyna U OOpaTHO HE TOBOPUIIM €MY U
cioBa. Mepkypuil caauiics, a 3aT€M CHOBAa BCTaBaJl U XOAWJI, HE 3Has, Kyda JAeThb ceOs. MuHyThI
TSHYJIUCh KaK 4achl.

— Kak ona? — mapenp mogdexan K JOKTOPY, KOTOPBIA, KaKk eMy TTOKa3ajJoCh, ObLI IJIaBHBIM.
Jlumo Bpaya OBUIO HECKOJIBKO CMYTHBIM, OT 4ero Mepkypuil ObUT TOTOB HE K CaMbIM
YTEUTEIBbHBIM HOBOCTSIM.

— Bcé B mnopsnake. Ilodtu... — JOKTOp Ha MHUHYTY 3amoiidaj, Oynro Obl coOupasch C
MBICTSIMU. — KeM BBI TPUXOIUTECH AEBYIIKE?

— 41 e€ mapeHb, — ¢ HENPUBBIYHOM I HETO YBEPEHHOCTHIO OTBETUII IIAPEHBb.

— 4 mymaro, BaM CTOUT MO3BOHUTH KOMY-TO U3 POJACTBEHHUKOB JCBYIIKU. . .

— Yto ¢ Heil? — nepebuB Bpaya, BOCKIUKHYI MepKypuil.

— OHa mpocHeTCs y)Ke uepe3 HECKOJIbKO 4acoB, HO OHa He OyJeT MOMHHUTh HHUYEro. Yaap
MPUILIEIICS HA 3aTbUIOK, U MBI CAEJAd BCE, YTO MOIIHA, — Bpad BUHOBATO IOXAaJ IJICYaMU. —
I1o3BOHUTE POACTBEHHUKAM JEBYLIKH, — CKA3aJl OH B KOHIIE, I10CJIE YETO YIIEI.

Mepkypuii Bblien Ha yauiy. JlocTaB qpoKalMMy NajdblaMy U3 MAaYKW CUTAPETy, OH 3aXKer e€.
Oto ObuTa ero BuHa. Teneps BeHepa He BCHOMHUT U COOCTBEHHOTO UMEHH. Tenepb 4yBCTBO BUHBI
OyZeT COMpOBOKIATh €r0 JI0 MOCJIEIHUX THEHN ero )KU3HMU.

[lapeHb HaKOHEL-TO BKJIIOYUJ TEJIE(POH M 3aMETUJI HECKOJIbKO MPOIMYILIEHHBIX 3BOHKOB OT
Jlrocu, Aptypa u marepu. [locneanee ero maso BosiHOBano. JloOKypuB curapery, oH HaOpaa HOMEf
JIrocw.

— boxke, Mapk, kakoro u€pTa Thl BEIKJIFOUNII cBor Tenedon? Twl Hamen Benepy? — cpasy ke
Hayaja KpuyaTh B TPYOKY JI€BYIIKA.

— Jla, Hatenn, — KpaTKO OTBETUJI TApEHb, INI0Tas TSKEIbIM KOM, 4TO 00pa3oBajcs B roplie.

Jlrocu cpasy K€ BCKpUKHYIa OT PaJoCcTH U mepenana 3To J[»KelH, KoTopas yxke ycrena

BBIXBATUTH Y JIEBYIIIKUA TPYOKY:

— I'me ona? — royoC >KEHIIMHBI 3ByYall B3BOJIHOBAHO. 3a MOCIEAHUE JHH OHAa HEMAallo
nepexuIa.
— Omna B OonbHHIIE, — TapeHb OMYCTHJ TWa3a BHHU3. EMy ObUIO HEBBIHOCUMO OOJIBHO.

YyBCTBO BHHBI CAABIMBAJIO €r0 CEP/ILE, 3aKUMast BCE CUIIBHEE U CUIIbHEE.

— bynb psgom ¢ Heu, — nonpocuina JxenH. E€ rosoc nokasancs eMy JaCKOBBIM, XOTS OH HE
3aCIIy’KMBaJl TAKOT'O XOPOIIEro OTHOIICHUS K ce0e. Mepkypuit ipe3upai cam ceosl.

Korna oH BepHycst B O0JIBHUILY, €My B HOC CHOBa YJIapuJl 3arax MeJMKaMeHTOB, OT KOTOPOTO
ero yxe TommHuio. [lapeHs mogoien K najgare U cesl Ha CTY, OTKMHYB T'OJIOBY Ha3ajd, OH 3aKpbUI
ycTaBlMe raza. Mepkypuid Bujiesl TEeMHOTY M HU4ero Oosibitie. HaBepHoOe, Takol OH BUJUT KU3Hb
0e3 He€. Ho moka Benepa xuBa, oH OyfeT fganbiie jqro0uTh e€. OH caenaer BcE, YTOObl OHA CHOBA
nomoOmiia ero. CHOBa... MEpPBBIM pa3 3TO JaJlOCh €My HEHMMOBEPHO CJIO0XHO, a ceiyac emy
MpUJIETCS AeNaTh BCE CHayaa.

— Monoaoii 4enoBeK, — KTO-TO TOPMOILMJI €r0 3a IUIEY0, OT Yero MepKypuil MoACKOYMIT Ha
mecrte. [lapens u cam He 3aMmeTwi, Kak ycHyl. Ilepen HuM cTosia mMeacecTpa, KOTOpash MHIIO



yIBI0AIACK.

— BbI MOeTe npolTH B manary K cBoel naesylke. OHa ye MpoCHylIach, — CKa3aja OHa,
IIOCJIE YETO IMOLUIA AablIe.

— Cnacubo, — npoienTail Mepkypuil 1 HEYBEpeHHO MPOIIE B ajiary.

Benepa nexana B kpoBaru, €€ rojoBa OblUla NOBEpHYTa K OKHY. Jlaxke korma aBepb
3aXJIONHYJIACh, OHA HE 00paTuia Ha HEro BHUMAaHHUE.

— IlpuBer, — cka3zaq mnapeHb, 4TOObI BCE k€ 00patuTh €€ BHHMaHHe. BeHepa Taku
noBepHyna ronosy. OHa caenaia 3TO MEIJIEHHO, TAK KAaK IOJ0OBa pacKajblBalach Ha 4acTh. B eé€
ma3ax Mepkypuii yBuzen HenoyMenne. OHa CMOTpeIIa Ha HEro Kak Ha He3HakoMmua. B eé B3msiae
YUTAJICS UCIIYT.

— K10 117 — cnpocuna ona. E€ ronoc 6bu1 cl1aObIM U 3Bydal TUXO.

— MBpbI1 BcTpedyaemcst ¢ TOOOW, — OTBETHJI MApeHb, CEB Ha CTYN Bo3je KpoBaru. OH XoTen
B35ITh €€ 3a PYKY, HO BBIKMHYJI 3TO U3 TOJOBBI, BeJIb 3TO MOIJIO €€ emé 0oJiblie BCTpeBOXKUTh. Ho
BMecTO 3Toro Benepa cama B3suia mapHs 3a pyky. E€ manbubl ObUTM XOJOOHBIMH, HO €MY CTallo
TEIIEE.

— 1 Huyero He mOMHIO. HO ThI Belb MHE OMOKENb ¢ 3TUM? — HUCIIYT UCIapuics. Tenepe
OHA CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO C HEKOW HAJICHKIOH.

— KoHeuHo, — OTBETUJI OH, TPUKOCHYBIIMCH TOPSIYUMHU TyOaMu B €€ mayibiiaM. — S HUKoT/Aa
TeOs HEe Opory.
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