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Bropass kuura tpunorun o Ilobeaurene — 3To cMepTenbHas cxBarka, B koTopoil Kectpen
PUCKYET MpeaaTh CBOI cTpaHy paau 1ooBu. I[lomonBka nenu KecTpen ¢ HacienHbIM MpUHIIEM
Banopuun o3HauaeT ogHO Mpa3aHOBaHUE 3a ApyruM. HO )KU3HB NEBYIIKM CTAHOBUTCS 3aTOYCHUEM B
KJIETKE, KOTOPYIO OHa cama e s ce0s cozmana. CBaap0a nmpubmmkaeTrces, u Kectpen Bcelt aymmoit
XOueT MmoBeaaTh ApUHY MPaBIy O CBOSH MOMOJIBKE... €CJIM OBl TOJIBKO OHA MOIJIa eMy J0BepsaTh. Ho
MOXET JIM OHa JOBEepATh Jaxe cedbe camoit? M6o — B TaiiHe oT ApuHa — KecTpen HaumHaet
JeCTBOBaTh KaK MCKyCcHasi OOMaHIIMIIa, HEM3BECTHAS IIMHOHKA, J0ObIBaroasi HHGOPMALIUIO IS
I'epana. Bckope oHa OKasbIBae€TCs Ha MOPOTE PACKPBITHS Y)KacHOW TaHblL. UTOOBI COXpaHUTH
CBOOOY CBOEH CTpaHbl, ApUH HAXOIUT OMACHBIX COFO3HUKOB, HO HE MOXET MOOOPOTH MOA03PEHHUE,
yto Kectpen 3HaeT 0oJibllie, 4eM BbIIA€T. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CHUJIBHEE BCETO €r0 MOXXET PAaHUTh HE
KWHXXaJl U3 TEMHOTHI, a npasaa. M korma sto mpousonner, Kectpen m ApuH y3HAKT, 4eM UM
MPUACTCS 3aIIATUTh 33 CBOU MIPECTYILICHHUS.
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I'naBa 1

Omna nopesanach, pacrne4yaTbiBas KOHBEPT.

W3nbiBas ot HereprieHus, Kectpen, kak aypodka, HaOpocuiiach Ha TUCBMO TOJIBKO TTOTOMY,
YTO OHO OBUIO MOANKCaHO repaHckuM andaButoM. Hox mnga Oymarum cockonb3nyia. Ha Oymary
yIajiu 3€pHBIIKN KPOBH M PACLBENHU SIPKUMH MSTHAMU.

[Tucemo 6bUTO, KOHEYHO, HE OT Hero. OHO ObUIO OT HOBOIO MUHMCTpA 3emuienenus ['epana. B
MUCbME OH MPEJACTaBIsICS M TOBOPHJI, YTO C HETepHeHueM KAET BcTpeud. «S momararo, y Hac
MHOT'O OOIIET0, U HaM €CTh O YEM IOTOBOPUTHY», — MUCAJI OH.

Kectpen He Obula yBepeHa B TOM, UTO OH XOT€J 3THUM cKa3arb. OHa He 3Haja ero, Jaxe He
clIpllliaa 0 HEM. XOTs OHa JIOIyCKalla, 4To ei MPUIETCS BCTPETUTHCS ¢ MUHUCTPOM OJHAKIBI —

OHa BC€ K€ MMIIEPCKU MOCOoJ B HbIHE He3aBucUMOM ['epane, — Kectpen He ropena sxeiraHuem
OPOBOAUTH BpeMsi C MUHHUCTpoM 3emiiefienus. Eil Heuero OymeT ckas3arb 0 ceBOOOOpOTE WIIH
yI0OpeHUsIX.

Kectpen ynoBuia HOTKH BBICOKOMEPHS B CBOMX MBICHAX. OHa HEMPOU3BOJIBHO CXkaja T'yObl U
TOJIBKO CE€iYac MOHJIA, YTO B APOCTHU M3-3a MHChMA.

B sapoctu Ha camy ce0s. U3-3a Toro, kak NOANPBITHYIO CEpAlle NMpU BUAE €€ HMEHH,
HaMMCAaHHOTO TepaHCKUM andaBUTOM Ha KOoHBepTe. OHa Tak CUJIBHO HaJesIach, YTO OHO OT
Apuna. Ho oHa He uMena ¢ HUM HUKAaKHX CBSA3EM YK€ MOYTHU MECHAL, C TEX MOP KaK MPEITOKUIIA
ero crpane cBoboxy. M kouBepT ObuUT moAnucan He ero pykoil. OHa 3Hazna ero nouepk. OHa Mora
MPEe/ICTaBUTh cebe, Kak Jepxkar mepo ero naibibl. KopoTko oOpe3aHHbIE HOITH, CEpPEOPUCTHIC
mpamMbl OT CTapbIX OXOTOB, 3arpyOeBIlas KoXa JIaJOHU — BCE O3TO TaK MNPOTUBOPEUUIIO
3JeraHTHOMY Novepky. Kectpen ToTyac Obl MOHsIIA, YTO MUCBMO OT HETO.

U BCcE )xe — pe3kuil ppIBOK HOXkKOM 110 Oymare. Bcé xe — pazouapoBanue. Kectpen oTinoxumna
nucbMo. OHa B3sJ1aCh 3a MIEJIKOBBIMA MOSIC, BRITSTUBASL €r0 U3-MOJ KWHKajla, KOTOPBIM OHA, KaK BCE
BaJIOpUAHLbL, HOcWIa y Oenpa. OHa oOMoOTana moscoM CBOIO KpoBoTouamllyto pyky. LII€nk nsera
CJIOHOBOM KOCTH ObUI 3ary0JieH, Temnepb B MATHAX €€ KPOBU, HO HCIOPYEHHBIN MOSIC HE HMeE
HUKAaKoOro 3HaueHus, He it He€. KecTpen Obuta oOpyuyeHa ¢ mpuHileM Bepekcom, HaclieTHHKOM
Banopuanckoit umnepuu. [{okazareabCTBO 3TOro €XEAHEBHO HAHOCWIM € Ha J00 B BHUIE
OJsecTsILel MacIIHON TMHUU. Y HEeE ObUIM COTHU MOSCOB, TOPHI INIATHEB, PEKU IPArOLIEHHOCTEN —
B Oy/yILieM €l IPEACTOSIIO CTaTh UMIIEPATPULIEH.

OnHako BCTaJla CO CBOETO PE3HOTO Kpecna U3 YEPHOrO AEpeBa OHA JTOBOJIBHO HETBEPIO.
Kectpen omsimena cBoil kaOWHET, OMHY M3 MHOTMX KOMHar e€¢ amaptameHToB. E€ BbiOuBanm u3
KOJIEM U KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, CXOIMBIIMECS B HJICAIBHO MPSMBIX yINIaX, U JBa Y3KHX KOPHUIOPA,
Beyle oTciona. KecTpen moHuMana, K 4eMy 3TO, TaK KaK HMMIIEPATOPCKUN ABOPEL] TAKKE
ABIISJICS. KPEMOCThIO. Y3KUE KOPUAOPHI TOJKHBI ObLUIM CTaTh JIOBYHIKOM JUIsl BpaskecKuX Boiick. 1
BCE K€ IBOPEL BBIMVISACI HEIPUBETIMBO U YYXKJ0, U TaK OTIIMYAJICS OT I0MA.

Kectpen namomHmia cebe, uro €€ JoM B IlepaHe HHUKOrAa IO-HACTOSILEMY €M He
NpuHaIekan. XoTs €€ U BBIpaCTHIIM B 3TOM KOJIOHUH, OHa OblIa BajopuaHkoil. U ceituac oHa tawm,
r7e u JoKkHa ObITh. OHA BRIOpaTa cama.

ITope3 nepecTan KpOBOTOUYHUTS.

Kectpen ocraBuia muchkMO M OTIIPABUIIACh MEPEONIEBAThCA K Y)KHMHY. TakoBa OblUla €€ KU3Hb:



POCKOIIIHBIC TKAHU U MyapoBas IEeJIKOBas OTJASIKA. Y KUH C HMIIEPATOPOM... U IIPUHIIEM.
Jla, Takoil OblIa €e KU3Hb.
Ona 10JDKHA K 9TOMY MPUBLIKHYTb.

Nmneparop Obut onuH. OH ynbeiOHYICS, korna Kectpen Bonwia B 00eA€HHBIN 3a1 ¢ KAMEHHBIMU
cteHamu. Ero cempie BOJIOCHI ObUTH OCTPUIKEHBI TTO-BOCHHOMY, TOYHO TaK K€, KaK U y €€ OTIa, a
TEMHBIE TJIa3a CBEpKaJu OCTPHIM B3MIAA0M. OH cUJieN 3a JUIMHHBIM CTOJIOM U HE MOIHSUICS, YTOOBI
IONPUBETCTBOBATH KecTpen.

— Bame umnepaTtopckoe BeJIM4YeCcTBO.

KecTpen ckiioHnIa roio,y.

— Jloub mos. — ['osi0c mMIeparopa 3X0M OTHAJICS MOJ BBICOKUM CBOJOM, 3a3BEHEN O CTEHKH
MyCThIX Ot01 1 00KanoB. — CalucCh.

KecTtpen HanpaBuiiace kK CBOEMY MECTY.

— Het, — ocranoBun ee ummneparop. — Croja, o npaByr pyKy OT MEHS.

— DTO MEeCTO IpPHUHIIA.

— IlpuHua, cyns 1o Bcemy, 31€Ch HET.

Kectpen cena. PaGel mpuHecnu nepByro cMmeny omon. Pazmunm 6enoe BuHOo. KecTpen moria
Obl CIPOCUTH, 3aU€M OH MPUINIACKJI €€ Ha YKMH Wiu rAae npuHi. OJIHAaKo OHA 3Hala, Kak
HUMIIEpAaTop yMeJ MpeBpaliaTbh MOJYaHUE B OPyAUE, C MOMOIIBID KOTOPOTO BHITACKHWBAJ U3 CBOUX
CO0ECETHUKOB TO, UTO UX TPeBOKUI0. KecTpen mo3Bosuiia MOTYaHUIO TSAHYTHCA J0 TEX IMOp, MOKa
OHO HE€ CTaji0 €€ B TOM K€ Mepe, YTO U €ro. TOJNbKO KOIJia MPUHECIH TPEThI0 CMEHY OJIoj, OHA
3aroBopua;

— 4 cnplana, 4T0 BOCHHAs KAMIIAHKUS HA BOCTOKE MPOXOJAUT XOPOLIO.

— Tak cooOmaer ¢ gpoHTa Baml oren. Sl MOJDKEH HArpaguTh €ro 3a MPEeKpacHoe BeACHUE
BOWHBI. Mn ke, BO3MOXKHO, 51 JOJXKEH HArpaauTh Bac, jieau Kectpe.

KecTpen caenana rmoTok U3 cBoero bokarna.

— B ero ycniexax HET MO€H 3aCIIyIy.

— Pa3Be? Benp 3T0 BBl Tak HaCTOSTEIBHO COBETOBAJIM MHE MPEIOCTABUTH ['epaHy mpaBo Ha
CaMOYIPABIICHUE IO MOEU BIJIACTHIO, MOJIOKUB TEM CAMBIM KOHEI] BOCCTaHUIO. BbI yTBep)aanu,
YTO 3TO OCBOOOIUT BOMCKA M CPENICTBA JJIA BEACHUS BOMHBI HA BOCTOKE, U — OH B3MaXHYI PYKOH,
— Tak ¥ BbIILIO. CKOJIb MYZIPBI COBET OT KOTO-TO CTOJb IOHOTO.

CnoBa ummneparopa obecniokounu Kectpen. Ecnum oH y3HaeT HacTosUlyl0 NPUYMHY, H3-3a
KOTOpPOM OHAa BBICTYITAJIA 32 HE3aBUCUMOCTH | epaHa, TO JIeByIlIKa JOPOro 3a 3To 3amiarut. Kecrpen
norpoOoBaia u3bickanHkle 0toaa. Ha cTose cTosiim kopaldiau MSICHBIX JETUKATECOB C MapycaMu U3
npo3payHoro xejne. OHa ena MEeJJIEHHO.

— Bam He HpaBuTCA? — CIPOCUIT UMIIEPATOP.

— $] He CIIMIIKOM TrOJIOIHA.

NmniepaTop n03BOHMII B 30J10TOM KOJIOKOJIBYHK.

— Jlecept, — mnpukaszan OH HEMENJIEHHO MOSBUBLIEMYCS MAIBMUKY-IPUCITYKHUKY. — MBI
nepensieM cpa3y K jaecepry. Sl 3Har0, HACKOJIBKO IOHBIE JieAu J00ST crnaakoe. — OmHako, Korja
MaJIBYUK BEPHYJICA C JBYMs HEOOJBIIMMHU TapesikaMH U3 CTOJIb TOHKOTO (apdopa, uTo uepe3



CTEHKHU MPOXOAMJI CBET, UMIIEparop ckaszan: — He amsa MeHs, — 1 ofiHa Tapeska oKa3ajiach Iepen
Kectpen, BMecTe ¢ yIMBUTEIBHO JIETKOM MPO3pavyHON BUJIKOM, a ipyrasi Obuia yHECeHa.

Kectpen 3acraBuiia cedst ycrokouThesl. MiMneparop He 3Hal mpaBay O TOM JHE, KOIJa OHa
HacTosUIa Ha npekpanieHuu [ 'epanckoro Boccranus. Hukro He 3Han. [Jaxke ApuH He moraisiBajics,
YTO OHA KYIHUJIa €ro CBO0OIy HECKOJIBKUMU PACUETIMBBIMU CIOBAMHU... U OOCIIAHUEM BBINTH 3aMYyX
3a HaCJIETHUKA KOPOHBI.

Ecnu 061 ApuH 3Hai, TO BOCIPOTUBHIICS Obl. OH Obl YHUUTOXKHUJII caM ceO4l.

Ecnu Obl nMIIepaTop 3HAJI, TOYEMY OHA CHealia 3TO, TO YHUUYTOKHII OBl €.

KecTtpen mocMoTpesna Ha rOpKy po30BbIX B3OUTHIX CIMBOK Ha CBOEHM Tapesike U Ha MPO3PAYHYIO
BUJIKY TaK, OyJTO U3 HUX COCTOSUT Bech ee MUp. OHa 10JKHA Oblila TOBOPUTH OCTOPOXKHO:

— 3aueM MHe Harpaja, Korja Bbl OTAAJIA MHE CBOETO €JUHCTBEHHOI'O ChIHA?

— W on — pocroiiubiii mpu3. OMHAKO MBI 10 CUX MOP HE ONPENETUIUCh C JHEM CBaIbOBbI.
Korga ee ycrponuts? Bbl HUKaK HE BbIpA3UIM CBOUX MPEATIOUYTEHHM.

— 4 mymamna, 4To 31O pemats npuHLy Bepekcy.

Ecnu Obl pemath MOT IPUHLIL, TO CBAaJb0BI HE OBLIIO OBl HUKOT/IA.

— [louemy Obl HE pelITh HAM C BaMH?

— be3 Hero?

— Mos noporast A€BOYKa, €CIM MPUHLl B CUJYy CBOEH JIETKOMBICIEHHOCTH HE B COCTOSIHUU
3alIOMHUTHh HEYTO HACTOJIBKO 3JIEMEHTAPHOE, KaK JI€Hb W BpEMs Y)KMHA CO CBOMMHU OTLOM U
HEBECTOM, TO KaK MBI MOXEM OXHJAAaTh, YTO OH CIUIAHUPYET CaMOE€ BAXKHOE 3a MOCJIEIHUE
JECSATUIIETUS COOBITHE B TOCYAapCTBE?

KecTpen Huuero He oTBeTHIA.

— BBl HE euTe, — MPOTOBOPUI UMIIEPATOP.

KecTtpen omycTuiia npo3payHyr0 BUJIKY B CIMBKHM M TOJIHECHA €€ K rydoam. 3yOUMKU BHIIKU
pacTasiii y Hee BO PTYy.

— Caxap, — U3yMJIEHHO IIpOM3HECHa OHA. — Buiika clieaHa nu3 CipecCOBaHHOIO caxapa.

— Bawm HpaBurcs necept?

— Jla.

— Toraa BbI TOMKHBI ChECTh €T0 MOJHOCTHIO.

Ho kak 10ecTh CIMBKY, €CIIM BUJIKA MPONOJIKAJIA PACTBOPATHCA ¢ KaXA0W nopuuei? bonbmas
€€ 4acCTh MO-IIPEKHEMY OCTABAIACH B PYKE y JEBYIIKH, HO HAJ0JTO €€ HE XBATUT.

Urpa. JlecepT ObLT UIpoOM, KaKk UIPoM ObUT U caMm pa3roBop. MMmeparop XoTea MOCMOTPETh,
KakuM OyzeT ee ciemyrommii xoa. OH ckazai:

— Jlymato, KOHEI[ TOro Mecsia MPEKPacCHO MOJOUAET 7Sl CBAILOBI.

KecTtpen cbena elie HEMHOTO CIUMBOK. 3YOUMKH MOJHOCTBIO MCUE3JIM, OCTAaBUB HEUYTO BPOJE
M3ypPOJIOBAHHOM JIOXKKH.

— CBanp0a 3umoi? Ho kak ke 11BeTob1?

— BaM He HyXHBI LBETHI.

— Ecnu BBl 3HaeTe, 4TO IOHBIE JIEU JTIO0AT 1€CePThI, TO HE MOYKETE HE 3HATh, YTO TAKXKE OHU
JIFOOST IIBETHL

— 3HAYUT, KaK s IOHUMAI0, BbI PEANOYTETE ISl CBAJLOBI BECHY.

Kectpein nmoxana ruiedom.

— Jlyuiuie Bcero OyAeT yCTpOUTH €€ JIETOM.

— K cuacTeio, B MOeM JBOpIE €CTh OpaHkepeu. Jlaxke 3UMMOW MBI MOKEM MOKPBITH MOJI
TJIABHOTO 3aj1a KOBPOM M3 JIETIECTKOB.



Kectpen cbena emie HeMHOro necepra. Ee Buiika npeBpaTuiach B TOHKAM CTEPKEHb.

— Pa3Be 4TO BbI XOTUTE OTJIOXKUTH CBAIL0Y, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

— S nymaro o Haumx roctsax. Umnepus Benuka. ['0CTH SBATCS U3 KOXKI0W TPOBUHIIMU. 3UMA
— yXKacHag mopa Uil MYyTEUeCTBUWA, a BEeCHa HeHamHoro iaydme. Mayr noxmu. Jloporm
MPEBPAAIOTCS B TPS3b.

Nmnieparop OTKJIOHWIICS Ha CIIMHKY CBOETO Kpecia, uzydas KecTpesn ¢ 10BOJIBLHON YIBIOKOM
Ha JINIE.

— Kpome Toro, — npomoinkuia JeBylika, — 51 Obl HE XOTEJIa YIYCTUTh TaKyl0 BO3MOKHOCTb.
Br1 ke 3Haere, 4To ABOpSHE M TyOEpHATOPHI MPOBUHIIMM 3aIjiaTsST YeM YrOIHO — YCIIyTaMH,
uH(popMaIueii, 30JI0TOM — paJu TOTO, YTOOBI MOJYYUTh JIyUIlIMe MECTa Ha cBajab0e. 3arajaka Toro,
4TO 51 HAJICHY, U KaKasl My3bIka OyJleT 3By4arb, OTBJIEUET BHUMaHue uMnepuu. HUKTo He 3aMeTuT,
€CJIM Bbl MPUMETE MOJUTUUYECKOE PEIlIeHHE, KOTOPOE Obl B UHOM CJIy4ae MOBEPIIIO THICSUU JIIOJEH B
spocTb. Ha Bamem mecte s Obl HE CcTajla TOPONUTH CBaJIbOY, a BOCIOJIb30BajJaCh BCEMU BBITOJaMHU
MPOJOKUTETLHON TTOMOJIBKH.

Nmnepatop paccmescs.

— O, Kectpen. Kakoii npekpacHoi uMmmneparpuiiei Bol cranete. — OH MogHsI Ookan. — 3a
Balll CYACTJIMBBIM COI03 B [IepBOJIETHUI JEHBD.

E# mpunock Obl BRITUTH 3a 3TO, €Cl Obl HE IPUHII Bepekc, KOTOphIi BOIE] B 00€CHHBIM
3all ¥ pe3ko octaHoBwiics. Ero Oonblme rasza nepeaaBaiy Kaxaplii OTTEHOK MOIUNA: YIUBICHHE,
o0Ouy, 3710CTb.

— TbI onmo3ian, — ckasaj ero oTell.

— 51 He oma3zpIBaI.

Kymaku Bepekca cxxanuce.

— Kectpen cymena npuiitu BoBpems. [louemy 310 He yaanock Tede?

— [ToTomy 4TO BBI CKa3ajau MHE HEMPaBUIbHOE BPEMHL.

Nmnepatop GBIpKHYI.

— TsI ottmOcsI.

— BBl BbICTaBWJIA MEHS TITYIIIOM!

— Hwuuero nmomo0OHOTO.

Por Bepekca 3axmonHyicsa. Ero rojoBa packauumBajiach Ha TOHKOM Iiee, OyATO MOIJIABOK,
MOIXBAUYCHHBIN TEUECHUEM.

— Bxoaute, — msrko npousHecna Kectpen. — [lonpoOyiiTe ¢ Hamu aecepT.

Bepekc Opocui Ha Hee B3MISiA, KOTOPBIM TOBOPWJI O TOM, YTO, IMMYCTh OH HEHABUJEI UTPbI
CBOETO OTIIa, €€ KaJIOCTh OH HeHaBu/Ie ele Oosblne. [IpuHI] BeIIeTE U3 KOMHATHI.

Kectpen Beprena B manpliax 0CTaTOK caxapHOW BWIIKM. Jla)ke mociie TOro, Kak IIyMHBIE IIaru
MPUHIA 10 KOPUAOPY CTUXJIU, OHA HE CMEJIa 3arOBOPUTH.

— IlocMoOTpH HA MEHSI, — MPOTOBOPHUIT UMIIEPATOP.

KecTpen noansina riasa.

— Thr1 xouemb, 4TOOBI CBajn0a ObLIa JIETOM, HE pajid I[BETOB, TOCTEH WU MOJUTHUYECKOU
BBITOJIBI, — CKa3aJI OH. — 1Bl XOYElIb OTJIOKUTH €€ KaK MOYKHO JajblIIe.

Kectpen kpenko cxana BUIKY.

— S mam Tebe TO, YTO THI XOUEIllh, HO B IIPe/esiax pa3yMHOT0, — MPOAOJIKHIII UMIIEPATOp, —
U cKkaxy Tebe nmouemy. [loroMy 4To HE BUHIO T€Os, YUUTHIBAsA, KAKOB TBOU keHUX. [IoTOMY 4TO ThI
HE BBIpAIMBACIb TO, YTO XOYelllb, HO MbITaClIbC AOOUTHCS 3Toro cama. Kak moctymun Obl 5.
I'nsins Ha MeHs, Thl BUIUINb, KeM cTaHelb. [IpaButenem. S BeiOpan tebs, KecTpen, u mpesparry



TeOsI B TOTO Y€JIOBEKa, KOTOPHIM HUKOT/Ia HE CMOXKET CTaTh MOM ChIH. TeM, KTO 3aiiMeT MO€ MEeCTO.

Kectpen cmoTpena Ha ummeparopa W MbITalach YBUIETh CBOE Oymyilee B 3TOM MOKHIOM
MYKUHHE, ClIOCOOHOM Ha KE€CTOKOCTh K COOCTBEHHOMY Ya/y.

OH ynbIOHYIICS.

— S xody, 94TOOBI THI 3aBTPa BCTPETHIIACH C KAITMTAHOM HUMIIEPATOPCKON CTPaXKH.

Kectpen eme He nMena jena ¢ KalmuTaHOM CTPakd, HO 3Haja, KakoBa ero posb. OdurmansHo
OH OTBeYaj 3a JIMYHYI0 0e3011acHOCTh mMmIleparopa. HeodurmansHeie ke ero 005S3aHHOCTH HUKTO
He oOcyxnan. Cnexka. YouiicTa. Kanmutan ymen aenarb Tak, 4TOObl HEKOTOPBIEC JIFOAU MCUYE3aIU
0e3 cruena.

— On xo4eT TeOe KOe-4To MoKa3aTh, — CKaszaja UMIEpaTop.

— Yro xe?

— Dt0 OyneT cropnpuszoMm. A Ternepsb YIbIOHUCh, KecTpel. S uCIoHs0 Bce TBOM KeTaHUS.

WNHorma mMIieparop MpOSBIUT MeApocTh. KecTpenm ObiBaa Ha mpuemax, Iie OH >KaJoBall
CeHaTopaM 3eMJIM B HOBBIX KOJIOHUSIX WK BBICOKHE MOCTH B KBopyme. Ho ona Takke Habmronana,
KaK ero meIpoCTh MUCKYIAJIa MPUIBOPHBIX MTOMPOCHUTH €IIE. B 3T MOMEHTHI €ro B3IV TsDKEIed,
ra3a Cy)KaJIHnCh, KaK y KOTa, W OHA BHUJENA, KaK €ro Japbl 3aCTABISUIA JIIOJEH PaCKpPHITh CBOU
MCTUHHBIC KEITaHUS.

Tem He MeHee, OHa HEe MOINIAa HE HAJEATHCS, YTO CBaJL0y MOXXHO OTJIOKUTH OoJjiee 4eM Ha
HECKOJIbKO MecsIeB. [lepBoneTHUl 1eHb, KOHEYHO, JIydllle, YeM CIEAYIoIas HeJems, HO BCE paBHO
3TO ciaumkoMm ckopo. Cornacutcs au ummeparop Ha roa? Wnu Ha eme Oonpumii cpok? OHa
MIPOM3HECIIA:

— IlepBoneTHHUM IEHB...

— Ilopoiiger npekpacHo.

Kectpen omyctuia B3I Ha CBOIO CkKaryio pyky. OHa pa3oMKHYIa HajbIlbl — pyKa OblIa
mycta. CaxapHas BHJIKAa HCYE3JIa OT JKapa JaJ0HHU.



I'1aBa 2

ApI/IH ObU1 B KaOMHETE oTHa, KOTOpBIﬁ OH, BO3MO>XHO, HUKOI'’Ia HC CMOXECT CUHUTATh CBOUM,
Kak OBl AAJICKO B IMPONUIOC HU YIUIH ITPU3PAKHU €TO CCMbU. Crosn sicHBIN JACHb. N3 oxna xabuHeTa
OTKPBIBAJICS XOpOIJ_lI/Iﬁ BUJ Ha ropoa € OCTAaBIHIMMHCA IIOCJIC BOCCTAHHUSA Pa3spyHICHUAMMH. 3anuB
HCACHO MEpUal B 6HCI[HOM CBCTC 3UMHCIO COJIHIIA.

ApuH He nyman o Hed. He gyman. OH pasMbIULLT O TOM, KaK MEIJIEHHO OTCTPauBaOTCS
ropojickue cteHbl. O TOM, YTO CKOPO Ha IOre MOJIyOCTPOBAa MOCIIEET MEYHOU OpeX, OKUBIS
TOProBiI0 U obecneunBas ['epaH cTojib HEOOXOMMMBIMU MOCTaBKaMH MpoBU3MU. OH HE TyMall o
KecTpen wm o ToMm, 4TO HE AyMaeT O HEM, BOT yKe MecsI] U ofHy Heaento. Ho He gymars Obulo Tak
e CJIO)KHO, KaK M MOJAHUMATh KaMEHHBIE IILIObl. ApUH ObUT HACTOJBKO MOMIOIICH YCHJIMSMHU, YTO
HE yCIblliai, Kak B KoMHary Bonwia CapcuH, U HE 3aMETHUJI Ky3UHY, [OKa Ta HE MPOTSIHYIA eMy
pacre4aTaHHOE MTUCHhMO.

Ha cnomanHoi meyaru ObUIM HM300pa)KEHBI JIBa CKpEIICHHBIX Meda. [IuceMo ObUTO OT
Bajiopranckoro umreparopa. [lo nmuiy Capcun ApuH NOHSUL, UTO €My HE MOHPABUTCS COMEPHKAHUE
MOCTIAHHSI.

— Yto Tam? — cnpocun oH. — Quepennoit Hajnor? — OH mortep miaza. — Mmmneparop
JOJDKEH 3HaTh, YTO MBI HE CMOXEM 3aIljIaTUTh TaK CKOpPO Mocje mpenpaymero coopa. CrpaHa
pasopeHa.

— UYTo X, Temepb Mbl MOHUMAaeM, MOYEMY HMIleparop ObUI Tak Ieap U BepHyn [epan
repaHiiam.

OHM yxe 00CYXJalnu 3TO U PEUIAIIUA, YTO UX MPEANOJI0KEHUE — €IUHCTBEHHOE OOBSICHEHUE
CTOJIb HEOXHUJAHHOMY penieHuto. Panbiie npoxomasl ['epana muim B KapMaH BaJOpUAHCKHUX
apUCTOKPAaTOB-KOJIOHUCTOB. 3arem ciiydrsioch [lepBo3nuMHee BOoCcCTaHME, U UMIIEPATOP U3aJl CBOM
yKa3, TMpHUKa3blBasg apUCTOKparaM BEpHYTbCs B cTonuily. lloTepss umu 3emens Oblla Ha3BaHa
BOEHHBIM yIiepooM. Temepr uMmeparop MOMYYHI BO3MOXKHOCTh HCTOIMTH ['epaH Hamoramw,
BOCIIPOTUBUTHCS KOTOPHIM Hapoj He Mor. borarcTtBa mojiyocTpoBa HampaBIsUIMCh MPSIMHUKOM B
UMIIEPATOPCKYIO Ka3HY.

D10 ObLT XUTPHIA X0n. Ho Bce ke ApuHa HE OCTaBISsIO MYYUTEIBHOE OIIyIIeHHE, OyaTO OH
4TO-TO mponycTui. B ToT nens, korna Kectpen sBuiach K HeMy € MPEAI0KEHUEM U TPEOOBAHUSIMU
uMIeparopa, ObUIO CI0XKHO AymMaTh. BbUIO CIOXKHO 3aMETUTh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb, KPOME 30J0TOM
MOJIOCHI Y Hee Ha JI0y.

— IlpocTo ckaxku MHE, BO CKOJIBKO HaM 3TO 000iIeTCs Ha 3TOT pa3, — cka3ai oH CapcuH.

Ta momxkana ryosl.

— DTO He HaJIor, a MpUrJjalieHue, — OTBETUJIAa OHA U MOKUHYJIa KOMHATY.

ApwuH pa3BepHyl Juct 6ymaru. Ero pyku 3amep:iu.

Kak rybepnarop I'epana, ApuH ObUI IpUIVIAIIEH MMOCETUTh 0an B BaJOPUAHCKON CTOJUIE.
«ban B yuecTh momouBku Jienu Kectpen u HacineaHoro npuHiia Bepekca», — ropopuiioch B muchMe.

CapcuH Ha3Bajia 3TO OpUIVIALICHUEM, HO ApPUH YBUAEN IPYroe: Mpuka3, HE MOTUYUHHUTHCS
KOTOPOMY OH HE MOT, XOTSI, Ka3aJIoCh Obl, 00JIbIIe HEe ObUT padoM.

ApuH OTOpBaJl B3MISA OT CTPAaHUIBI MHMCbMa W CTal BCMarpuBarbcs B raBaHb. Korma oH



pabotain Ha Bepdu, Tam ObUT OJJUH pad, KOTOPOTO HA3BIBAIM XpaHUTENIEM Y CIIYT.

Y paboB HEe MOIIO OBITH JUYHBIX BEIIEH WM J1a)kKe TOrO, YTO BaJOPUAHCKHE 3aBOEBATEIU
nocYuTa u Obl TAaKOBBIMHU. Ecim Obl ApUH U UMEN YTO-TO CBOE, Y HETO HEe ObUIO Ja)ke KapMaHOB,
yTOOBl XpaHUTh 3TO. Onmexay C KapMaHaMM HOCHJIM TOJBKO JOMallHue padbl. OTo ObLia
cBoeoOpa3Hasi Mepa HW3HU IOJ BIACThIO BaJOPUAHIIEB: I€paHLIbl 3HAIM CBOE MECTO Oyaromaps
HaJIMYUIO KaPMAHOB U WILTIO3UH TOTO, YTO OHU MOTYT UMETh YTO-TO JTUYHOE.

B T0 xe Bpems y paboB Obl1a CBOsI cucTeMa TOproBiau. OHU MPOJaBAIM U TOKYNAIU YCIYTH.
JIunmroro exy. KpoBarn momsirde. Pockolb Kparkoro oTAbIxa BO BpeMsi paboTel. Ecim paly c
Bep(u OBLIO UTO-TO HYKHO, OH OOpamaics K XpaHUTEI0 Y CIIYT, CTapelieMy TepaHily Cpe/id HUX.

Y Xpanutens Yenyr ObUT MOTOK HUTOK PasHBIX IBETOB — 10 I[BETY Ha Kaxzjoro pada. Eciu
Obl y ApuHa MosiIBUJIach Mpock0a, TO €ro HUTh CIIeaach Obl C YbeH-HUOYIb ele, 0OBUBas ee —
HaInpuMep, KeJTasi, KOTopasi, B CBOIO O4epe.lb, COEAMHUIIACH OBl C 3€JICHOM B 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT TOTO,
KTO KOMY cienall ofobkeHue. B y3ine Xpanurens Yciyr 3akitodaiuch OHU BCE.

Ho y Apuna He 06b110 cBoelt HUTH. OH HU 0 yeM He npocuii. M Huuero He naBai. byaydu Toraa
YK€ IOHOILIEH, OH MPe3upai MbICIb O TOM, YTOOBI OBITh Y KOT'O-TO B JOJTY.

Ceiliuac OH M3y4dall MUCbMO BAJIOPUAHCKOrO mMmmeparopa. [IpekpacHblii mouepk u3rudasncs B
UCKYCHO COCTaBJI€HHbIE (Ppa3bl. Bece 3To nieanbHO coOueTasoch ¢ MECTOM, IJI€ HAXOAUJICs ApUH, —
C HAallOMMHAKOIIEH BOJHYIO DNAJb JIAKOBOM ITOBEPXHOCTHIO NHUCBMEHHOIO CTOJIAa €ro OTHa M
BUTPAXXHBIMU CTEKJIAMH B OKOHHBIX paMax, MPOMYCKAIOIMX B KAOMHET 3MMHUM CBET.

[Ipu ecTecTBEHHOM OCBEIIEHWH YUTATh CJIOBA UMIIEparopa ObLIO CIMIIKOM JETKO. APUH CMST
MUCHMO U KPETKO CKajl ero B Kyfake. OH kKaJiell, 4TO B €r0 paCOPSHKEHUN HET XPAHUTEINS YCIIYT.
OH OblI OTKa3ajucs OT CBOEH rOpJIOCTH U CTAJl IPOCTOU HUTHIO, JIUIIb Obl TOOUTHCS KEITAEMOTO.

ApuH Obl OOMEHSIT CBOE CEepJILl€ Ha CMATBHIA MOTOK HUTOK, JIUIIb Obl €My OOJIbllle HUKOTJA HE
MPUIIOCH BeTpeyaThes ¢ Kecrpen.

%k sk sk

OH nocosetoBaics ¢ TeHceHoM. [ToxkHIIOM MyXYMHA U3Y4HJI CMSTOE U 3aT€EM Pa3NIAKEHHOE
npuniameHue. Ero OneaHo-3eseHble 1a3a CBepKHYIUM. OH MOJIOKWI IUIOTHYIO CMOPIIEHHYIO
CTpaHUILy Ha CTOJ ApUHA U KOCHYJICA CBOMM CYXOILABBIM IMaJIblEM MEPBOM CTPOKH MHUCHMA.

— DT0, — MPOU3HEC OH, — MPEKPACHAS BO3MOKHOCTb.

— 3HA4UT, THI TOEECIIb, — CKa3aldl ApPHUH.

— Pazymeercs.

— be3 meHs.

Tencen momxkan TyObl M omapusl ApuUHA TEM CaMbiM CTPOTMM B3DVISIIOM, KOTOPBIM
MOJIL30BAJICSl B CBOIO OBITHOCTH YUUTENIEM BaJIOPUAHCKUX JIETEH.

— ApuH. [laBail He OyneM NpOSBIATh U3TUIIHIO TOPAOCTb.

— 910 He ropaocTk. A cnumkom 3ansaT. Ha Oany ['epan Oynems npeacTaBisiTh ThI.

— He paymatro, uto ummneparop OyaeT JOBOJIEH MPUCYTCTBUEM MPOCTOTO MUHHCTpa
3eMJICICTIU L.

— MHe Bce paBHO, OY/IET OH JIOBOJICH UJIA HET.

— Ecnu THI onwiens MeHs1 OHOTO, TO JIMOO OCKOPOUIIL UMIIepaTopa, Tu0o Jalllbh €My 3HaTh,
4TO sI He4To Ooiblliee, yeM Kaxych. — OleHuBarole misias Ha ApuHa, TeHCEH MOoTep CBOM
mon0opoaoK ¢ cemoi meTuHoW. — Tl JgomKeH moexarb. Thl JOJDKEH ChIrparh 3Ty PoJib. Thl
XOPOIIMU aKTep.



ApHH 1OKaydas roaoBOMu.

Barnsag Tencena moremMuen.

— $1 ObUT TaM B TOT JCHB.

B ToT nens npouuisiM JieToM, koraa Kecrpen kynuna ero.

ApHH BCE €Il MOMHWII, KaK IO €r0 CIHMHE CTeKala CTpyMKa I0Ta, ITOKa OH XJaj B 3arOHE
BO3JIE APEHBI, HA KOTOPOX MPOBOAMIUCH TOPTU. CTPOEHUE UMENO KPBIIY, HE MTO3BOJISIIOLLYI0 APUHY
BUJIETh TOJIY BaJOPUAHIEB, COOpaBIMXCA y Kpas siMbl. B mosne ero 3penus nonanan aumb [Lnyt,
CTOSBIIMI TOCPEIHN aPEHBL.

ApUH OIIyIIas 3amax COOCTBEHHOM KOKH, YyBCTBOBAJI TPAaBUM MOl OOCHIMU CTYMHIMHU. Y HETO
Bce Oomerno. Cymasi, Kak MOJHUMAETCS M omyckaeTcs ronoc Ilimyra, KOTOpBIN, KaK OMBITHBIN
pacropsiAUTENb TOProB, MeJl CBOU XBaJleOHbIE MTECHU, APUH OCTOPOKHO MPHOKaJ MaJbIbl K CUHSKY
Ha 1eke. Ero nuiio HanoMuHano rHUIoumMi PpykT.

[I1yT 04eHb pa303aUIICSa HAa HETO CETOJIHS YTPOM.

— JIBa nHs,, — mnpopean oH. — S ormaro TeOs B HaeM BCEro Ha JBa JHSA, U Thl
BO3Bpalaelbess B TakoM Buie. [louemy Tebe Tak CIIOKHO MPOCTO YKJIAAbIBaTh MOCTOBYIO M
JepKaTh pOT HA 3aMKe?

Oxujas B 3aroHe ¥ OCOOCHHO HE MPUCIYIIMBASCH K X0y TOPTOB, ApHUH HE XOTeJN AymMarhb 00
M30MEHUU UIIA O TOM, YTO K HEMY MPHUBEJIO.

['oBOps 1O MpaBne, CHHIKA HUYETO HE MEHSUITM. APUH HE MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce€0s MOBEPUTH, UTO
[InyT xorma-nubo CMOKET MPOJaTh €ro B BAJIOPUAHCKYIO CeMblo. BanopuaHiisl oOpammain Hemalo
BHUMaHUS Ha TO, KaK BBIVISAACIN UX JOMAalHUE paObl, a APpUH HE MOIXOAMII ISl 9TON POJIU Jaxe
TOTAa, KOrJga €ro JIMIO He ObLUIO HAMOJIOBUHY CKPBITO BCEMHM OTT€HKamu (¢uosnetoBoro. OH
BBINVISIZIENT Pa00OYUM, KOTOPBIM U SIBJIsICA. Pabounx He BIycKaiau B JoMa, a UMEHHO B goma [lmyry
HY)KHO OBUIO MOMECTUTH Pa0bOB, MPEAAHHBIX JETy BOCCTAHUA.

Cpaxasicb ¢ MNPUCTYIOM OTYasiHUS, APUH TPHUCIOHUICS 3aTBUIKOM K TIpyOOW JIe€pEeBSIHHOW
CTEHE 3aroHa.

Ha apeny omycTwWiioch 0Aro€ MOJYaHWE. DTO BPEMEHHOE 3aTHINLE O3Haydano, 4ro llmyt
3aKJTIOUMIT CACJIKY U BEPHYJICA B IOM TOPrOB, YTOOBI C/I€NIaTh MEPEPHIB.

A 3areM Tosma 3acTpekoTana, OyaTo moyuuiie capaHuyd. [LIyT cHOBa BhIlEN HAa apeHy U
MOJIOIIIEN K IOMOCTY, Ha KOTOPBIM JTOJDKEH ObLT BCTATh CIEAYIONMMI pao.

OOparmasich k myonuke, [Tyt npousHuec:

— Y MeHs U1 Bac €CTh KOe-4TO OCOOEHHOE.

Bce pabsl B 3arone BeIpsMmInCh. [lomyaeHHOe ollenieHeHne Kak pyko cHsuto. [laxke cTapuk,
KOTOPOT0, Kak ApHUH J0JKEH ObUT Y3HATh MO3XKeE, 3Balid TE€HCEeH, BHE3AITHO MO100paics.

[Inyr npousnec komoByto ¢pasy. «Koe-uto ocobeHHOE» s paboB UMENIO TaHOE 3HAYCHUE
— maHC ObITh MPOAAHHBIM Ha Onaro BoccTtanus. Crars mmuoHoM. UTo-To ykpacTh. Bo3mokHO,
youts. ¥ Ilnyra ObU10 MHOKECTBO IJIAHOB.

VYcinblmas ciioBO «0COOEHHOE», ApUH pa3o3iauics Ha ce0s, MOTOMY YTO OHO O3HA4yajao CaMyro
BAXKHYIO CJIEJIKY — Ty CaMyl0, KOTOPOM OHH JOKHUIATUCh: BO3MOKHOCTh IOMECTUTH ITOBCTAHIIA B
nMeHue reaepana Tpasna.

KTo ke Obul TaM HaBepXy, B Tojdme BajiopuanieB? Cam renepan?

A Apun, miyneiid ApuH, 6€3pacCyIHO MOTPATHJI CBOW MIAHC OTOMCTHUTH. [LmyT HUKOTHA HE
BBIOEPET IS 9TOU CIIETKH €TO.

OnHako, KOrja pacnopsiguTeslb TOPrOB MOBEPHYIICS JIMIIOM K 3aroHy, OH IOCMOTPEI IPSMO
Apwuny B riaza. [yt nBax/ibl moieBennsI najblamMu. IT0 ObLT CUTHAIL.



Bribpan Obu1 ApuH.

— Torma, — cka3zan Apun TeHceHy B 3UMHEM CBeTe, 3aJIMBILIEM KaOWHET ero OTIa, — ObLIO
no-apyromy. Bee Obl10 mo-1pyromy.

— Pa3Be? Twl ObUT TOTOB clenarh JUisi CBOEro Hapoaa 4to yromHo. Heyxenu ceifyac 3to
W3MEHUIIOCH?

— OTto 06ai, TeHceH.

— DTO BO3MOXKHOCTb. [0 KpallHEN Mepe, Thl MOXKEIIb IOIBITATBCA BBIACHUTH, KAKYIO YaCTh
yposKasi IEYHOr0 Opexa UMIepaTop IUIaHUPYET 3a0paTh.

VYpoxkali 1omxKeH ObUI MocneTh yxe ckopo. CTpaHa HyKJajlach B HEM JUIsl €11bl U TOPTOBIIH.
ApuH TIprKal Ko J0y KOHYMKH MajibIeB. Y HEro HaunHaia 00JIeTh TOJIOBA.

— Kakas pazuuna? OH Bce paBHO 3a0€peT CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

MruoBenue TeHceH momyall. A 3aTeM MpayHO IPOU3HEC:

— 4 y’ke HECKOJIBKO HEZIENIb HE TTOTy4asl BecTel oT TpuHHa.

— Ckopee Bcero, y Hero He ObUIO BO3MOXKHOCTHU MOKHWHYTH JIBOPEIl U OTHPABUTHCA B TOPOJI,
4TOOBI IEpe/IaTh CBOIO UH(OPMAIMIO HAILIEMY CBSI3HOMY.

— Moxet ObiTh. HOo y Hac U Tak B UMMEPATOPCKOM JBOPIIE CIUIIKOM Maj0 HUCTOYHHUKOB.
Ceiiuac onacHbie BpemeHa. M3-3a OMOJBKU 3JIMTAa UMIIEPUM PACKUIBIBAETCA 30JI0TOM, YTOOBI
IMOATOTOBUTHCS K CaMOM POCKOIIHOM 3MME 3a BCHO BaJIOPUAHCKYIO HCTOPUIO. A KOJIOHHUCTBHI,
KOTOpbIE paHbIIE XWIM B [epaHe, HauMHAIOT BO3MYIIAThCA BcE€ cHibHee. OHHM HE XKenanu
BO3BpAIlATh HAM JI0OMa, KOTOPbIE y HAC k€ W yKpanu. OHHU NPEACTABISIOT MEHBIIMHCTBO, U apMUs
MOJTHOCTBIO MOJJIEPKUBAET UMIIEpaTopa, MO3ITOMY Ha HUX MOXKHO He oOpaiarh BHUMaHusi. Ho Bce
yKa3bIBaeT Ha TO, YTO CTOJUIIA U3MEHUnBa. KpoMe TOro, He CTOMT 3a0bIBaTh, YTO MbI 3aBUCUM OT
MUJIOCTH uMneparopa. Kak 3Harh, 4ToO OH penmT caenarh Tenepb? Mim kak ero AerMCcTBHUS HA HAC
orpazsarcsi? 1o, — TeHCeH KWBHYI Ha NpUIIALIEHWEe, — MONIO Obl CTaTh MPEKPacCHOM
BO3MOXXHOCTBIO pa3zy3Harh, MouyeMy MOJYUT TpuHH. ApuH, Thl MeHs chymaenn? Ham Henb3s
MOTEPATHh HACTOJIBKO YAAYHO BHEAPEHHOTO IIIMHUOHA.

Touno Tak »e ObuT yTauHO BHeApeH ApuH. Myapo pacmnosioxkeH. B TOT JeHb Ha phIHKE OH HE
noHumain, orkyaa [lmyT 3Ha, 4TO BBICTAaBUTH HA MPOAAXy Hajao ObuI0 MMeHHO ApuHa. Y Ilmyra
ObUT Jap 3ameuarb cinadbie Mmecta. OH BuUzen TaliHble kenanus. Kakum-To 00pa3oM OH 3amiisiHy/ B
Cep/ilie MOKYMATEeIbHULIBI U TIOHSI, YEM €€ COONa3HUTb.

Cunavana ApuH ee He 3ameTui. Korma oH BBINIET HA apeHy, COIHIIE ocyienuio ero. [lomascs
XOXO0T. ApUH HEe BUJEN COOpaBIIMXCS HABEPXy BaJOpPHUAHLEB, HO cibluan ux. OH He oOpaima
BHUMAaHUS Ha MOKAJIBIBAIONMIA CTHIJ, KOTOPBIA pa3nuiics Mo ero koxe. Ckazan cede, 4To 3TO He
uMeeT 3HaueHus1. EMy ObIJI0 Bce paBHO, YTO OHU TOBOPHUJIM U YTO OH CIIBIIIAJ.

3areM ero B3I NposicHWICA. OH CMOPTHYJI CHSTHUE COJIHIA M YBHAEN JAEBYOHKY. OHa
MOAHSIA PYKY, YTOOBI CJIeJIaTh CTaBKY.

Ee Bun nopazun ApuHa. OH HE MOT pacCMOTPETH €€ JIMIO — U HE XOTEN, TIOTOMY YTO BCS €€
BHEILIHOCTh €/IBa HE 3aCTaBMJIa €r0 3aKphITh IMa3a. OHa ObLIa BaJOPUAHKOM O KOpPHEW BOJIOC.
3010TUCTBIE TOHA. XOJIEHAs], TOYTH KaK KJIIMHOK, MOAHATHIA K cBeTy. OH €/1Ba MOT OBEPUTH, YTO
OHA HACTOSIIAS.

N ona Obuta uuctoi. besympednple koka W CHUIY?T. APHH BHE3aIHO IMOYYBCTBOBAT ceOs
MEpP3KUM. JTO OTBJIEKJIO €ro, ¥ OH HE Ccpa3y 3aMETHJI, HACKOJbKO JEBYOHKA MHHHUATIOpPHAA U
TOHEHbKa.

Yy, HeBo3M0kHO ObUIO MOBEPUTH, YTOOBI KTO-TO BPOJIE HEE MOTYUHI HAJl HUM KaKyro-JI1100
BiacTh. OAHAKO TaK U JOJKHO ObUIO TPOU30UTH, €CIIA JIEBYOHKA BHIMTPAET TOPIH.



OH xote, 9ToObI BRIMTpalia OHA. DTa MBICITh OKaTvia ApruHa 0€3KaJIOCTHON, OTBPAaTUTEIHHOM

panocteio. OH HUKOTJa paHbIle HE BUJIET 3Ty JEBYOHKY, HO JOTaJAbIBAJICA, KTO OHa — JEIU
Kectpen, nour reHepana TpasuHa. Tonma ycnsliasia, Kak oOHa caenaina craBky. W Bapyr

BaJIOpHAaHIaM I10Ka3aJ10Ch, 4TO ApI/IH qero-To Ja CTOUT.
ApI/IH CJIOBHO 3a6BIJ'I, 4qTO CUOUT 3a CTOJIOM OTHAa, a CMCHHJIOCH YK€ IBC ITOPLI I'0Ja. On 3216BIJ'I,

yTo TeHceH *JeT ero cioBa. ApuH CHOBa ObUI Ha apeHe. OH MOMHMII, KaK CMOTPEJ Ha JIEBYOHKY,
HCTIBITHIBAs HEHABUCTH CTOJIb K€ TBEPAYIO, CKOJIb U YUCTYIO.
Kaxk anmas.



I'1aBa 3

KecTpen penmiia pocKOIHO OAETHCA HA BCTPEUY ¢ KalUTAHOM HUMIIEpATOPCKOM cTpaxu. OHa
BbIOpasia CHEXHO-0€eJi0e ¢ 30JI0TOM MapyuoBOe IIaThe ¢ ITUHHBIM nuieidom. Kak u Bceraa, oHa Kak
CJIeIyeT 3aKperuyia CBOM KWHXKAJl, HO 3TUM yTPOM 3aTsruBajia MPsSHKKH TYKE, 4eM TPeOOBaJIOCh.
Omna crnpaBujiach C HUMU TOJBKO IMOCJI€ HECKOJIBKHUX MOMBITOK.

Kanuran 3am€n 3a He#l, KOorga OHa 3aKaHYMBaJlla IUTh CBOE YTPEHHEE MOJOKO,
npunpasieHHoe crenusMu. OH OTKa3ajicsa CecTh, MOKa oHa JonuBana. Korma oH B3MISIHYI Ha €€
Haps U cupsiTall yxmbuiky, KecTtpen moHsuia, 4To, Kyza Obl OHUM HH IIUTH, € 3TO HE MOHPABUTCS.
Korna ke oH He MpeyIoKui el MepeoieThCs BO YTO-HUOYb, YTO HE TaK JIETKO MCHA4YKaTh, OHA
MOHSUIA TAKXKE, YTO OH €l HE HPaBUTCSL.

— BBI rOTOBBI? — CIPOCHJI KaITUTaH.

OHa oTnmuia U3 CBOEW KPYKKH, HE OTphIBas OT HEro B3nAna. HeckimaaHplii MyX4YuHA CO
mpamMoM, mnepecekaroummM poT. ClioMaHHash YENIOCTh BBICTYNAET BIEBO. Y KamnWTaHa ObLl
HEOXXUJIAHHO aKKYypaTHBIM MPsIMON HOC, 4TO ObUIO 3aMeTHO B Iipoduiib, KoTophiii KecTpen, ogHako,
yBUEJIa TOJIBKO MEJIbKOM, KOTJIa OH IMOBEPHYI T'0JIOBY, YTOOBI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO OHHU OJHU.
Kanutan ObUT M3 TEX, KTO MPEANOYUTAT BCErIa HAXOAUTHCS K coOeceqHuKy nuioM. Torga ero
YepThl ObUTH UCKAYXKEHBI.

Omna 3amymanach, 94To Obl OH cHeJiajl, y3HaB, 4yTO Mocie ['epaHCcKoro BOCCTaHUsS OHA ObLla B
noMe AprHA HE TaKOM YK IMOJHEBOJIBHOM TJIEHHULIEH.

Omna nocraBuiia MyCTOM CTaKaH Ha MaJIEHbKHUI CTOJUK.

— Kyna Mb1 upém?

Ero yxmbuika BepHyach.

— Hanectu Koe-kOMy BU3UT.

— Komy?

— WMniepaTop npukazai HE TOBOPUTh.

Kectpen moansiia monOopo0K U B3TJIsSHY/A HA KallUTaHa.

— Kak nacuér nHaméxoB? [Ipuka3zan 11 uMIeparop He J1aBaTb HUKAKUX HAMEKOB, JaXKE CaMBbIX
MaJIEHbKUX?

— Yro *%...

— A poragku? Hampumep, — oHa NocTydasia majbllaMu IO CTOJIy YEPHOIO JepeBa, OyaTo
ChITpaB aKKOp/l, — s MPEANOJIara, YTo Mbl HAIIPABJISAEMCS B THOPbMY.

— D10 OBUIO HE TaK YK CIOXHO, MUJIEIH.

— Mmue ctout mompoOoBaTh UYTO-HUOYAL TMOCHOXHee? Bamm pyku ducThie, HO OOTHHKHU
rpszHble. HemHoro 3a0psi3rannsie. [1sTHa OnecTsnme, ToabKO 4To Bhicoxiid. KpoBs?

On 3auHTepecoBainca. EMy noHpaBWiachk 3Ta urpa.

— Kak g momisiky, ceronHs Bbl BCTaIM Ja)e paHblle, 4yeM s, — ckaszana Kectpen. — U Bbl
ObUTM 3aHsATHL. Kak mpoTuBOpeuar, oJHaKo, KPOBb Ha BalMX OOTMHKAX M ITOT 3arax... TOHKUH
apomar. Berusep. Jloporoit. Hotka amOpel. Cnalwiii o13BYyk nepra. O, kanutaH. Heyxenu BBL...
ONAJDKUBAJIM Y UMIIEPATOPA ITYIIHCTOE MACIO?

Y 1OBOJIBCTBHE UCYESIIO € €T0 JINLA.

— 4 cuurato, Takas Xxopouias IorajKa 3aciy>KMBaeT HaM€EKa, Kal1TaH.

OH B3710XHYII.

— 41 oTBenly Bac K 3aKJIIOYEHHOMY-TE€paHILy.



Momnoko B xkenynke Kectpen 3aneneneno.

— DTO MYy)XKYMHA WJIH KEHIIMHA?

— MyxuunHa.

— Tlouemy e Tak BaXkHO, YTOOBI 51 C HUM YBHUJENACH?

Kanuran noxai rmiedamu.

— HMMneparop He ckasail.

— Ho kT0 310?

Kanurtan Tskeso nepecTynui ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY.

— 4 tak xe mo0II0 cropnpu3bl, — ckazana Kectpen, — Kak U UMIIepaTop JIIOOUT IeTUTHCS
CBOMMM MAaCJIaMU.

— OH HuKTO. MBI 1a’k€ HE YBEPEHBI HACUET €0 UMEHH.

He Apun. D10 BCE, 0 uém Momia noaymarb Kectpen. DTo He Mor ObITh OH: TyOepHATOp
['epana He ObLT HUKEM. Ero apect Mor BbI3BaTh HOBBIN KOH(JIUKT.

U BCE ke B TIOpbME KTO-TO OBLI.

Mosnoko noTepsio CBOIO clagocTh, HO KecTpen ynbiOHynach, BcTaBasi.

— Tloipémre.

%k sk sk

CronuyHas TOppbMa HaxoQuJach 3a CTEHAMHM JBOpLA, HEMHOIO HHUIXKE IO CKJIOHY, Ha
MIPOTHBOIIOJIO)KHOM KOHIIE TOpOJa, B €CTECTBEHHOM YIIyOJIEHUM, KOTOpOE OBLIO pacIMpeHo,
VKPEIJICHO U HAIMOJHEHO KaXYIMMUCS 0ECKOHEYHBIMU JiecTHUIIaMU. OHa Oblla MalleHbKONH — 110
ciyXxaM, TIOpbMa BOCTOYHOW MMIIEPUM MPEICTaBIsIa cOO0M LENblid MOA3EMHBII ropol, — HO €€
pa3MepoB xBartayio BanopuaHckor nMnepruu. bonbIMHCTBO MPECTYITHUKOB OTIIPABIISIIN HA KaTOPry
B IIAXTHI ceBepa. Te, KOro OCTaBIsUIA, COBEPUIMIIM CaMbIE TSDKENbIC MPECTYIJICHUS, U UX KJaJla
CKOpasi Ka3Hb.

['openn macnsiable Jamibl. Caeqom 3a kanutaHoM KecTpen crycTuiiach 1O NEPBOM YEPHOM
nectHunie. Bozmyx Obul HemomBukeH. Illmeitd mnmares mypman mo3amu Kectpen. M nmeymike
YyIUJIOCh, UTO 3TO OHA IUIEHHUIIA, KOTOPYIO BeAYyT B Kamepy. [Ipu MbIiciu 0 TOM, 4TO €€ monmMaiu
HAa KaKOM-TO MPOCTYIKE M Celdac 3amnpyT B TeMHOTe, KecTpenm mouyBcTBOBajia, YTO €€ CEp.le
COMJIOCH C pUTMA.

OHu npouuii MUMO OAHOM U3 Kamep. [IpyThsi HEOOIBIIOTO OKOIIKA COKUMANHU O€JIble MabIlbl,
HANIOMUHAIoIMe 4yepBer. Kakou-TO rojaoc mpoXpuIien 4To-TO Ha sA3bIke, Kotoporo Kectpen He
3HaMa. B HeM ObUTIO MHOTO IETENSBBIX 3BYKOB, M 3TO MOKA3aJ0Ch JCBYIKE CTPAHHBIM, HO 3aTeM
OHa TIOHJIA, YTO TaK, JOJKHO OBITh, OyET 3By4aTh peyb 4YEJIOBEKa, Y KOTOPOro HEeT 3y0oB. OHa
OTHPSIHYJIA.

— JlepxuTech momaibilie OT pEeHeTKU, — cKazan kanutaH. — Cioga, — J00aBUI OH,
yKa3bIBasl Ha JIECTHUILY BHU3, Kak OyaTro KecTpen Moria moBepHyTh Kya-To €IIie.

Korma crymeHm HakKoHEI 3aKOHYMIMCH, KecTpen moTepsiia paBHOBECHE, OKa3aBIMCh Ha
POBHOM M0JTy. B KOpHI0ope maxiio BiIaXHBIM KaMHEM M HEUHCTOTaAMHM.

Kamutan oTkpw1 JBeph TeMHUIBI W mpurmacuil Kectpen Bowitu. OHa momeminia, Ha
MTHOBEHHE Y)KACHYBIIMCbH, YTO OH XOYET 3amepeTh ee 37ech. Ee pyka MoTsSHylach K KHHXalTy Y
oenpa.

Kammran xopoTko paccMesuics. Beien 3a 3TUM 3BYKOM pas3fiajicss METAUTMYECKHUM JIS3T B YIUTY



KaMepbl, M KanuTaH NoaHsu1 Jamny. Ee cBeT yman Ha MYyX4YHMHY, CHJIEBIIETO y CTEHBI H
MPUKOBAHHOIO K HEW HaTSHYBUIMMHUCS UensiMHU. CKOJIb3s TOJIBIMUA CTYIHSIMHU 10 HEPOBHOMY MOy,
MJICHHUK TMOMBITAJICS OTOABUHYTHCS OT KallUTaHa.

— He 6ecnokoiitech, — ckazan ToT Kectpen. — OH He NpUYMHHUT BaM Bpeaa. Bozpmure. —
On nepenan Kectpen mammy, a caM TOTSHYI 3a CBOOOMHBIM KOHEI[ LIENMU TaK, YTO IUICHHHUK
OKa3aJics pacIjlaCTaHHBIM Ha cTeHe. MyxXunHa coTpsicajics B peiaaHusx. OH Hauall MOJIMTHCS BCeH
COTHE repaHCKHUX OOTOB.

Kectpen He y3Hana ero W ucmbiTajga OOJIEUYEHHE, 32 KOTOPBIM IOCJIEAO0BA JIUIKHUI CTBIA.
Kakas pa3zHuna, 3HakoMa OHa C 3THUM MYXYMHOW wiu Her? Emy mpencrosim crpamanus. OHa
MPOYUTAIIA ATO TI0 OJIECTSIIMM B CBETE JIAMITBI TJIa3aM KaruTaHa.

KecTtpen He Mmorna octatbes. He moriia cmoTpeTs. OHa MOBEpHYJIACH K JIBEPH.

— DTO NPOTUB MpPaBUJ, KOTOPBIE YCTAHOBUJ UMIIEpArop, — MNpou3Hec kanutaH. — OH
CKazaJl, YTO BbI JIOJDKHBI OBITH 3/1€Ch J0 KOoHIIa. M moo6eran, 4To ecjii Bbl HE MOTYUHUTECH, TO 5
MOTy OTPYOaTh 3TOMY Y€JIOBEKY MajbIlbl, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI CAUPATh KOXKY.

BHe3anHo MyX4KMHa 3aM0J14aj, HO 3aTE€M, COAPOrasiCh, MPOIOJIKAI MOIUTHCA.

Hepssl KecTpen ObUIM HAaTSIHYTHI, TOIOOHO 3TOMY HAJIOPBAHHOMY TOHKOMY TroJiocy. OH 3Bydal
TaK, OyATO KaKOW-TO phIUar 3a)KMMaiu, a 3aTEM OTIYCKaJu.

— MHe 31€ech HE MecTO, — CKa3aJla OHa.

— Bel — Mos Oymymas wuMneparpuila, — OTO3BajJCs KamuTaH. — BBl JIOJDKHBI
NPUCYTCTBOBaTh. My BBl MOJIarajiu, 4TO BJIACTh 3aKJIIOYAETCs JHIIb B IJaThsix U Oanax? — OH
MpOBEpHUJI, YTOOBI IeNb ObUIa HATSHyTa TYro. MyXYWHY NPUIIOAHSUIO, TaK 4YTO OH IIOBUC B
KaHganax. — Jlammy, Munenu, — nojo3sai Kecrpen kanuras.

[InenHuk monmHsu1 rooBy. B ero maszax orpasuiicsa ceer. Xots Kectpen m 3Hana, 4To 3TOT
CJIOMJICHHBIA MY)KUMHA HE APUH — OH ObLI cTapiiie U 00naan 0osiee TOHKUMU YepTaMu JIUla, —
ee cepaie cxanoch. Ero masa ObutH TakuUMU Ke, Kak U y OONbIIMHCTBA repaniieB. Ho cepbrimu u
SCHBIMU, COBCEM Kak y ApuHa. 11 BHE3allHO €l MOKa3ajaoch, 4TO 3TO APUH CHOTKHYIICS HA UMEHHU
Oora MUJIOCEPIUsI, YTO 3TO OH YMOJISIET €€ O UYeM-TO, Yero OHa JaTh EMY HE B COCTOSIHUM.

— JlamMny, — mOBTOpWJI KanmuTaH. — BbI y)k€ HauWMHAeTe BCE YCIOKHATH, Jienu Kecrpein?

Ona nopoupia OJMKe W yBUJENA BO3J€ IUJIEHHUKAa KOHTYpP Belpa, 0 KpaeB HAIMOJIHEHHOIO
UCTIpaXXHEHUAMHU U Mouoi. KucTh nmpaBoil pyku My>KUMHBI OKa3ajaach BCs OOMOTaHa MapJieil.

Kanurtan cHsut noBs3ky. [I1eHHUK ONEpXHYIICS CBOSH MOJIMTBOM.

Ha Tpex manbiiax Koxu He ObUIO.

Kectpen 3ameTuniia po30Bbie MBIIIIBI U OJIECTSIIME KPEMOBBIC JIEHTHI CyXOXKUIINNA. Y HEe CBEJIO
KUBOT. KanmuTaH nmpuTammil U3 APYyroro yria KaMepbl HEOOJIBIIOW CTOJIMK U MPHXKal K HEMY PYKY
MJICHHUKA JIAJJOHBIO BBEPX.

— Kak Tebs 30Byr? — crnpocun kanuTaH. Korma oTBeta He MOCIeNOBajio, BallopHaHeEll
BBITAIIJI KHHXKaJI M BOH3UJI €70 B YETBEPTHIN Majiel] xepTBbl. DOHTaHOM OpbI3HYJIa KPOBb.

— OcranoButecs! — B3mosmmnachk Kectpen. — OcrtanoBure 310!

3aKIIOYEHHBIN TIOMBITAJICS BBIPBATHCS, HO KAMUTAH MPHUXKaAJ €ro 3amsicThe K CTOJy U CHOBA
MOJTH ST KMHKAJL.

Kectpen mnepexBaruna ero pyky, BIENUBIMCh B He€ mnanbliamu. JIWmo KamuTaHa
MEPEMEHIIIOCH: HA HEM MOSIBUJIOCH MTOYTH KAJIHOE BBIPAKEHHUE, OHO TOBOPUJIO, UTO OH KJAJI ATOU
oumbku. BoT uro 3to Obwto. Kectpen mpoBanuia ucmbpiTaHUE UMIIEparopa, Ja)xe He 3Has €ro
ycnoBuid. Jlioboe konebanue Obuto mpoTuB He€. Kaxkpas kamisg e€ KaloCTH Y4UTHIBAJIaCh
kanuTtaHoM. OH 3amacail e€ »ajoCTh, OTKJIAJbIBaJI, YTOOBI M3BJIE€Yb MOTOM IE€pPE] UMIIEPATOPOM,



pasuTh nepes HUM, kak Obl roBops: «llocMoTpute, kak oHa *anka. Kak ciaboBonbHa. B Hell Het
CTEPXKHSI, Hy’KHOTO, YTOOBI IIPABUTH.

B Heit ero u He 6bu10. He Ob110, €ciiv TO, 4TO IPOUCXOAUIIO, O3HAYATIO MPABUTH UMIIEPUEH.

Ona He 3Hana, 4yTo cejana Obl Jaybllie, eciau Obl INIEHHUK He 3aMep. OH He OTpbIBajl OT Hee
B3nIAa. Ero mia3za pacumpuiauch U HanmoJdHWIUCH d3MonusaMu. OH Obu1 omenomiieH. OH y3Han ee.
Omna ero He 3Hana. OnHAKO Ha €ro JUIE OTPa3uiIach TOPOIUIMBOCTh YEJIOBEKA, HAEAIIETO KITFOY K
HIKaTYJIKE, KOTOPYIO OH OTYASIHHO TBITAJICS OTKPBITh.

— Memns 30ByT TpunH, — npomentai oH Kectpen nmo-repancku. — Ckaxu emy, 4To 4...

Kamutan ctpsaxnayn ocnabuiyro xBaTky Kectpen u moBepHy/Cs K IUICHHUKY.

— Tor ckaxempb MHE caM, — TMPOU3HEC KAaMUTaH MO-TE€PAaHCKH O€rio, HO C CHUIIbHBIM
aKIEHTOM. — DTO XOpOUIO, YTO Thl TOTOB rOBOpUTh. Jlanbie, TpuHH. UTo ThI nMen B BUay? UTO ThI
XOTEJI MHE CKa3aTh?

PoT nneHHuka 06€33By4HO OTKphIBaJICS U 3akpbiBajics. [lo cToiy pactekanach KpoBb. KInHOK
KanuTaHa OJecTel.

K Kectpen BepHyinock camoobnaaanue. Bee neno Obuio B TOM, KaK 3aKJIOUEHHBIN CMOTpEN Ha
Hee — OyITo ee NPUCYTCTBUE SBISUIO COOOM cyUacTiMBYKO ciydailHOCTh. KecTpen He Momia
MOABECTH €T0, XOTSI U HE MOHMMAaJa, YTO IUICHHUK B HEW yBuzaea. OHa CIeJIaeT BCE BO3MOXHOE.
Ona crpaBUTCS C TEM, O YEM €€ TPOCUJIIO BBIPAXKEHUE €T0 JINIA.

— 5l He moMHI0, — oTBeTU TpHUHH.

— Ckaxu, WM s ciepy € TeOs BCIO KOKY.

— Kanutan, — nporoBopuiia Kectpen. — OH B 3amemarenbcTBe. [laiiTe eMy MUHYTKY...

— OTO BbI B 3aMEIIATENILCTBE, €CIIN MOJAaraeTe, 4YTO MOXKETE BMEIIMBATHCS B X0 Aonpoca. Bol
371€Ch JJIsl TOTO, 4TOOBI cirymarhk. TpuHH, s 3a71an Tede Bomnpoc. [Ipekparu cmoTpeTh Ha Hee. OHa He
MMEET HUKAKOTO 3HAYCHUsI, CMOTPHU Ha MEHSI.

B3msg TpunHa merancs mexay HuMU. [IEHHUMK u3[an TOPTAaHHBIM 3BYK, KPATKAM M
XPUILIBINA, CO C1a0bIM HAJIPBIBOM clepkuBaeMoii 0om. OH cHOBa mepesen B3rusn Ha KecTpern.

— Iloxanyiicra, — cuIuIo npou3Hec TpUHH, — OH JIOJKEH 3HATh.

KanuTan oToapan Kycok KOXU U OpOCHII €T0 B BEJIPO.

Tpunn 3akpuyan. IIpepriBaeMblil CynlOpOKHBIMU BJIOXaMH, €r0 KPUK HUKAK HE 3arTuxajl B
rosioBe Kectper.

OHa noTsHynach K KalWTaHy U MOMBITAIACH BIEMUTHCS B TY €r0 PYKY, B KOTOPOU ObUT 3aKar
KUHXaJl. My)X4nHa, Take He IS4, C JISTKOCTBIO OTTOJIKHYJ €€ Ha3zal, u Kecrpen ynaina.

— He cwmeit orkaspBarh MHeE, TpuHH, — cKa3an kanmuTaH. — CloBa «HET» OOJIbIIEe HE
cymecTByeT. EcTh TOnbKO «aa». Thl moHs?

[ImeHHUK MogaBUI KPUK.

— Jla.

Kectpen noansnacs Ha HOTH.

— Kanuras...

— Tuxo. Bel TONIBKO yCyry0mnsieTe CUTyaluio.

On oOparuics k TpuHHy:

— Yrto THI moACHymIAJ TOA ABEPSMH BO BpEMS JIMYHOM BCTPEUM HMIIEPATOpa C NIIABOM
Cenara?

— Huuero! Youpasncs. S youparo.

— 3BYYMT KaK «HET».



— Hert! To ects, na, na, s mogmeTtan nou. S youparo. S ciyra.

— To1 pab, — ucmpaBua KamuTaH, XOTS UMIIEPaTop CBOMM yKa3oM OCBOOONIWJI T€paHIIEB. —
He Tak nu?

— Jla. 4 pa0.

Kectpen Tuxo BhITanmia kuwxai. Eciu kanutan OyneT W Jalibliie CTOSITh K HEW CIIUHOM, OHA
CMOXET 4TO-HUOYIb TpeanpuHsaTb. He ummeno 3HadyeHuUs, 4To €€ OOEBble HABBIKU OCTABIISUIUA
xeJatp aydiero. OHa CMOXKET OCTaHOBUTH €TO.

Cmoxert?

— W 3auem, — MSTKO CKa3as KanuTaH TpUHHY, — 3a4eM Thl MOJICIYIMBAJ y ABEpEn?

Kunxan npoxan y Kectpen B pyke. OHa BHOBb OYYBCTBOBAJA 3alax Macia, UCXOASIIMN OT
kanuTana. OHa 3acTtaBuia ceOst MpUOIU3UTHCS. Y TPEHHEE MOJIOKO MOJKATHIIO K TOPITY.

TpunH oTopBan CBOM B3I OT KaluTaHa, 4TOObI TOCMOTpeTh Ha KecTper.

— JleHbpru, — ckasaj OH, — celdac UJET TOJl JICHET.

— O, — mnpousHEC KanmuTaH, — HAKOHEI] Mbl MOAOUUIM K Jeny. Tebe 3amnaruiu 3a
TMOJICITYIIIMBAHUE, HE TAK JIN?
— Her...

Hox kanmuTaHa BOH3WJICS B IUIOTh. KecTpen BbIpBajio, €€ KUHXKAJI OTJIETEN B TEMHOTY. 3BYK
ero rnajcHus yroHyl B kpuke TpunHa. KecTpen BeiTepia poT kpaeM pykaBa. OHa 3aKpbuia 1ia3a u
Mpr>KaJia JIaJIOH! K yiaMm, 9ToObl He cibimaTh. OHa eBa pa3ndniia HOBBIM BOMIPOC KalMTaHa:

— Kt0? K0 3amnartun tede?

Ho otBeTa He nmocienoBano. TpuHH MOTEPsT COZHAHHUE.

* %k Xk

Kectpen moOpanack 10 CBOMX MOKOEB, YyBCTBysl Heqomoranue. bynro oHa Obuia 3apakeHa.
OHa nexana B BaHHE, [TOKa HE MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MOYTH cBapuiack. OHa OCTaBUIIa UCIIOPUYEHHOE
IJIaThEe JIE)KaTh CKOMKAHHBIM Ha MOJIy BAaHHOM KOMHATHL. 3areM, BCE €lE€ C pacHylICHHbIMUA U
BJIQ)KHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, OHA 3a0paliach B MOCTEIb U 33 yMajach.

Nnu nonbrtanack aymars. OHa mbITalach NMpUaymMarb, 4yTo e aenarb. OHa 3ameTuia, 4To
IIYXOBO€ OJEsJI0, TOJICTOE, HO B TO XK€ BpEMsI JIETKOE, IIOJAPATUBAET, KaK KUBOe. EE Tpscio.

Ona BcriomHuna Ilnyra, npeaBoauTes repaniieB. ApyuH MOAUUHSIICA €My, CIEA0BaN 3a HUM.
JIrobmn ero. Jla, oHa 3Haja, 4TO JIFOOMI.

[ImyT Bcerma oOparan BHUMaHuEe Ha KUCTU pyk Kectpen. Yrposkan ciomarb i maibIlbl WU
oTpe3arb, pa3laBUTh B CBOUX COOCTBEHHBIX. Kaszamoch, OH ObUI OJEpKMM HMH, MOKa HE CTal
OLIEP>KUM €10 1mo-1pyromy. KecTpen cHoBa mouyBCTBOBAJIA JIEASHYIO BOJIHY yXKaca, Kak TOraa, Koraa
cTaja MOHUMATh, YETO OH XOTEJ U YTO TOTOB ObLI C/I€NaTh, YTOOBI TOOUTHCS KEIAEMOTO.

Ceituac on Obut MmepTB. Apun youn ero. Kectpen Bugena sto. Ona Bugena, kak Ilmyr ymep, v
yoeauna cedst, 4To OH OoJibllle HE TPUYMHUT el Bpena. Kectpen ycraBuiack Ha CBOM PYKH, LIEJIbIE U
HeBpeaumble. Koxa, magkas u Msrkas, Obula Ha MecTe, He OOHaxkasi KpoBaBoe MsCO. Pyku ObLIn
TOHKHE, C KOPOTKUMH HOTTSIMU JIJIs1 yI0OCTBA UTPHI HA POsLIIE.

OHa noaymarna, 4To, HaBEPHOE, Yy HEE€ KpacuBble PykH. Jlexamme Ha ofesiie, OHH Ka3ajluch
BEpXoM Oecmosie3HocTH. YTo oHa Moryia caenaTh?

[Tomoub 3akmouéHHOMy cOexars? Ho 115t 3TOro HY)KHO OBLIO 3apYYUTHCSA YbEH-TO MTOMOIIIBIO.
VY Kectpen He ObUIO BIAacTH HaJl KanuTaHoM. HukTo B ctonuie He ObUT eil yTo-mu0o noimxeH. OHe
HE 3Haja TPHUJBOPHBIX cekpeToB. OHa ObLIa TMOKa COBEPIICHHO YY)KOW BO JBOpIIE U €IIE HE



3aBOEBAJIa HUYhEH BEPHOCTH ISl IOMOIIM ¢ TAKUM 0€3pacCyIHBIM TLIAHOM.

A ecnu ee noiimaroT? YTo ummnepaTop caenaeT ¢ Hel?

A 4TO, €clIy OHa HUYEro He cJieaacT?

Ona He MorJIa He cienath Hu4ero. E€ 6e3neiicTBre B TIOpbME yXKe€ CTOUIIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

«Ceituac uaer ron jaeHer», — ckazan TpuHH. OH mpou3HEC 3TU CJOBa Tak, OyATO OHU
npeaHazHavaiauck eil. Crpannas ¢pasza. Ho 3nakomas. Bo3moskHo, orajika kanuTaHa Oblia BEpHa,
u TpUHH XOTeN cKa3aThb 3TUM, YTO €My 3aIjiaruiu 3a coop u"dopMmaiuu. Y umieparopa Obuio
MHOTO BparoB, M HE BCE OHHU OBbUIM YyKECTpaHIlaMH. TpWHHA MOI MNOAKYIUTh CONEPHUK
umrieparopa B CeHare.

Ho, xoraa ogesyio onajio U yCmOKOWJIOCh, MPEBPATUBIINCH B CHEXKHBIM XOJIM HaJl COTHYTHIMH
KosieHsAMu KecTpes, oHa BCIIOMHMIIA CII0Ba CBOEM F€PaHCKOM HSHU:

— Ceityac roj 3B€31.

Kectpen torma Obuta maneHbpkoil. MHA# ckioHuUiach Haj €€ pa3ouToil koneHkou. Kecrpen
HUKOIJIa HE ObUla HEYKIIOXKEH, HO BCErla CTapajiach CIMIIKOM YCEpJIHO, C MPEeACKa3yeMbIMU
yIIMOaMu U 1apanuHamu.

— bynp ocropoxkHa, — rosopuia MHsi, nepessaseiBas KojgeHo. — Cenldac rof 3BE31.

Orta (ppasza mokazanock AeBoUke cTpaHHON. OHAa OTpoCcHIa OOBSICHUTD.

— Bp#lI, BanmopuaHiipl, HymepyeTe roga, — oTBeTusia a3, — a Mbl 0003HaUaeM MX HAIMMHU
Ooramu. B nukie Bech MaHTEOH: Ha KaXAbIA IO MPUXOIUTCS OAMH OOr u3 coTHU. boruHs 3BE37
BJIACTBYET HAJl ATUM TOIOM, 3HAYUT, Thl JAOJHKHA Oepedb HOTU. DTa OOTHUHS JIIOOUT CiydailHbIe
npoucuiectBus. U kpacoty. MHorna, korga OOTWHS pa3fipa)keHa WM MPOCTO CKY4aeT, OHA PEelIaeT,
YTO CaMO€ KPacMBOE — 3TO KaTacTpoda.

Kectpen 310 10mKHO OBUIO MOKa3aThCsl DIYMbIM. Y BaJIOpUaHIEB He ObU10 OoroB. He ObLIO
HUKAKOW U3HU TOCJIE CMEPTU WIIM JIFOOBIX JPYTUX CyeBEpUil, Kak y repaHieB. UTo BajgopHuaHIIbI
nounTanu, Tak 3To chnapy. Orerny Kectpen cMmesuics Han uaeet o cyapbe. OH OB MMIEPCKUM
reHepayioM, U, ecliu Obl BEPHII B CyAbOy, KaK 3asiBHJI OH OJHAXIbI, TO CHAEN Obl B CBOCH Majarke u
KJaJl, IOKa €My IIPUHECYT 3eMJIA ['epaHa B IIPEJIECTHOU KPUCTAIBHOM Yaleuke. BMecTo 3Toro o
3axBaTui ux. Ero mobdenpl, ckaszan oH, ObUIM €ro COOCTBEHHBIMU.

Ho pebGenxom Kectpen Obuia ouapoBaHa ujeeil cymiectBoBaHusi 0oroB. O HHMX cllarajiuch
npekpacHble cka3ku. Kectpen monpocuna, 4roobsl MHAH MO3HAKOMMIIA €€ C HEKOTOPhIMH Ooramu
M3 COTHU M OOBSICHHUJIA, YEM OHM YNpaBisitoT. OgHAXIbl 32 YKMHOM, Korja TOHKUM dapdop
TapeJIKU TPECHYH IO HOKOM €€ OTLA, OHA B IIYTKY CKa3aja:

— OcTopoxHo, mana. Ceryac roj 3Be31.

["enepan 3amep. Kectpen ncnyranacs. Bo3amoxHo, 00TH 1eHCTBUTEIBHO CYIIECTBOBAIIH.

DTO MIHOBEHHE MPEBPATUIIOCH B KatacTpody. KecTpen moHsa 3To Mo SpoCcTH B I1a3ax OTIia.
[Tonsta 110 CUHSKY, KOTOpPBIM NMOABWJIICA Ha pyke MHAM Ha clieqylonmu A€Hb, — 110 IIMPOKOMY
¢buoneToBoMy 000AKY, OCTABIEHHOMY OOJIBILION JIAJJOHBIO.

Kectpen Oonbitie He cipanmBaia o 6orax. OHa 3a0bUia 0 HUX. BO3MOXHO, cpeiu HUX ObUT U
oor nener. BosmoxHo, ceiiuac men ero roa. OHa He ObUla yBepeHa. He moHumana, kakoil cMbIci
TpuHH BIIOXWUII B CBOIO (hpasy.

«Ckaxu emy, — npousHec TpuHH. — OH JOJKEH 3HaTh». KanmuTan mpearnosiokui, 4To
Tpuna umen B Bumy ero camoro. Bo3moxHno, Tak u 6puto. Ho Kectpen BcmomHua cepelie mia3a
IUICHHUKA. BcrnoMHMa, 4To OH, Cyas IO BCeMy, y3Hal ee. Padymeercs, OH CIIyKWJI BO JIBOPIIE.
Criyru 3Hanu, KTO OHa, JJaXKe €CJIM OHa He 3Hayia ux no umeHam. Ho TpuHH ObLT repaHiiem.

Yro, ecam OH mosBWICS BO JBOpuLe HeaaBHO? Uto, ecnu oH 3Han Kecrtpen mo ee KU3HU E



I'epane, rme oHa ObLIa MOJHOCTBIO TOIMIOIIEHA ITOCIIEI0BAaTEILHOCTRIO 3BAHBIX Y)KHHOB, OaJOB U
YJaeNUTHH, a €€ CaMbIM TNIABHBIM OECITOKOMCTBOM OBUIO KEJIJaHWe OTIIa, YTOOBI OHA BCTYIHJIA B
apMUIO, U €T0 HEHABUCTh K €€ YBICUCHUIO MY3bIKOU?

WNnu ke TpuHH y3HAJ €€ 110 TOMY BpEMEHH, Korjia Bce M3MeHWIOCh. [1o ToMy, 4TO OBLIO TIOCTIE
[TepBo3umuero Bocctanus. [lociie Toro, Kak repanilbl 3aXBaTUid TOpos, a ApuH o0bsBUI Kectpen
CBOEH COOCTBEHHOCTEIO.

«OH J0JIKEeH 3HaTh», — cKazaa TpuHH.

MensienHo, OyITO KPOIIEYHBIE JIETAIM OMAaCHOro0 MeXxaHu3Mma, Kectpen 3aMeHusna oqHo CJIOBO
HMCHEM.

ApHH JIOJKEH 3HATD.

Ho 3HaTh uTO?

% %k Xk

VY Kecrtpen 6putn k TpuHHY COOCTBEHHBIE BOIPOoChl. OHA HAMJET CIOCOO MOMOYb €MY, MOHSITH,
4TO OH MMeN B BUAY. Ho 310 03Havano BcTpeuy ¢ TpuHHOM HaequHE... 4TO TPpeOOBAJIO pa3pelieHUs
MMIIEpaTopa.

— MHe cThiIHO 3a ce0s, — cKa3aja OHa UMIIeparopy ciaeayonmmM yrpoM. OHU HaXOAMIKUCH B
€ro JMYHOU cokpoBuiHuUIe. [1o 3amucke, B KOTOPOW OH comIallayics Ha €€ MPOChOy BCTPETUTHCS, U
BbIOOpY MecTa, KecTpel nmokasainock, YTO OH JIOJKEH OBITh B OJIarOMPUSITHOM PACIIOIOKEHUHU TyXa.
Ho ceiiyac oH Mosuaj, BBIIBUHYB OJUH U3 SIUKOB, KOTOPKIE, MOAOOHO COTaM, MOKPHIBAIM CTEHbI
OT MOJIa JI0 NMOoToJIKa. IMmeparop BHUMATEIbHO U3ydall COAEPKUMOE SMKa, HO 4TO TaMm, KecTpen
BUJIHO HE OBLIO.

— 1 HenpaBUIIBLHO TTOBEJIa ceds B TIopbMe, — MporoBopuia Kecrpen. — IlbITKa...

— Jlompoc, — MOnpaBuil €€ UMIIEPATOP, NO-MIPEKHEMY TSI B SIIMK.

— Ot10 HanoMHWI0 MHE O [lepBo3uMHeEM BoccTaHUU. O TOM... UTO MHE MPUIIUIOCH IEPEKHUTD.

— Y10 BaM NPHUILIOCH ITEPEKUTD.

NmMniepaTop nogHsIT B3I OT SIIMKA.

— Jla.

— MBI HUKOTZIa OCOOEHHO HE 00CyXJanu, uTo Bbl mepexunu, Kecrpen. S oxupan, 4ro,
KakoBO ObI BaM TOIJIa HU MPHUILIOCH, 3TO JOJDKHO OBUIO 3aCTaBUTh Bac MOMAJIEPkKATh KalUTaHA B
TOM, YTO OH JIejaj, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI MPEMSATCTBOBATh JO3HaHWIO. Mnmm e MBI mo-pazHOMY
MMOHMMAEM, KaKUM HCIBITAHUSAM Bbl MOJABEPIVIUCHh B PyKaX Te€paHCKUX MOBCTaHIeB? He HyXHO nu
MHE C JAPYrol CTOPOHBI MOCMOTPETh HA UCTOPUIO O TOM, KaK J0Yb TeHepaia Oexasa u3 IieHa U
npeojioesa Ha JIOJKE IITOPM, YTOOBI MPeypeIuTh MEHSI O BOCCTAaHUU?

— Her.

— He agymaere nu BbI, YTO HUMIEPUS CMOXKET BBDKUTH, €CIM OTKAXKETCS OT HEKOTOPBIX
IpsI3HBIX TpueMoB? He nqymaere iu BbL, YTO UMIIEpATPUIIAa CYMEET PABUTH, HE 3aIISITHAB PYKU?

— Her.

Nmneparop 3anBunyn suwk. [emuok nokasanca Kecrpen rpoxorom.

— Ho Torma uto MHe ocrtaetcsi, kpome pazodapoBanusi? [IpuckopbHoro pazouapoBanus. A
ObUT O BaC Jy4IlIETO MHEHHUSI.

— Ilo3BonbTe MHe ucnpaBuTh cBolO ommoOKy. [loxkamyiicta. SI Xopollo pa3roBapuBaro IMo-
repaHCKd, U MOE€ MPUCYTCTBUE MOOYAUIO IUICHHUKA K pa3roBopy. Eciu Obl s Moma TONPOCUTH



ero...

— OH MepTB.

— Yro?

— MepTB, kak u uHpopmalus, KOToOpoi oH oOraaall.

— Kak onH ymep?

Nmnepatop pa3apakeHHO B3MaxXHYJ PyKOi.

— 3apaxenue. JIuxopaaka. Beapo ¢ ncnpaxHEHUSMU.

— 41 He moHuMaro.

— Tropbpma cTpousiach ¢ TaKUM pacyeToM, YTOOBI HE TO3BOJUTH IJICHHUKAM COBEPIITH
camoyouiictBo. Ho ToT yenoBek — TpuHH — ObUT yMHBIM. PenmtenbHbiM. OTUassHHBIM. DTHX
Ka4eCTB JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI PEIMTHCSA 3apa3uTh OTKPBHITYIO paHy, OIYCTHUB PYKY B BEIpO C
OTXOJAaMHU.

TommoTa rpo3uia BepHyThcs. Kak 1 BUHa — HENPUSATHBIA MPUBKYC B TIyOMHE ropJa.

Nmneparop B3a0xHY1. OH OMyCTUJICA B KpPECIO M KECTOM MPUIIACUI JEBYLIKY CECTh
HanpoTuB. KecTpei, ejBa cTosBIIAas Ha HOraX, IOBUHOBAIACH.

— BBl 3HaKOMBI C TakUMU JIOAbMHU, Kak OH. Kak Bbl gymaere, ctan Obl OH mnpuberarb K
MOI0OHBIM MepaM, YTOOBI 3aIMTUTh BAJIOPHAHCKOTO CEHATOpa, KOTOPBIN 3aIjIaThil €My C IEJIbI0
y3HAaTh, KaK CIIEyeT roJ0COBaTh?

— Hert, — npousnecna Kectpen. JIro0oit aApyroit oTBeT mpo3Bydast Obl (HasIbIIHBO.

— Kak BbI 1ymaere, KTO HaHsJI €ro?

— Bo3MOXHO, BOCTOK. Y HUX JOJKHBI ObITh 3/I€Ch IIMHAOHBI.

— O, TaK u ecTb.

Nmneparop 3aaepxaics Ha Her B3mIAa0M. OH HE a1 OTBETAa, HO XOTEJI 3HAaTh, BBICKAXET JIA
Kecrtpen BCiiyx TO, B 4EM OH YK€ HE COMHEBAJICS.

— On pabotan Ha ['epan, — memienHo orBetwina Kecrpern.

— Pasymeertcs. CkaxuTe MHE, CHOCOOCH JIU UX MPEABOIUTEINb BIOXHOBUTH? Sl HUKOIZIa ¢ HUM
He BcTpeuasnica. Ho Bbl Obutn ero mieHHunieil. CumTaere Ju Bbl, YTO 3TOT HOBOWCIIEYEHHBIN
ryoepHarop oOianaer... xapusMon? I[IpUTArarenbHOCTbIO M CHJIOW, KOTOpPbIE MOTYT 3aCTaBUTH
JXOJIEV IOMTH pad HETO HA KPaWHUM PUCK?

KecTpen ¢ Tpyaom criiotTHyna.

— Jla.

— 4 Xouy BaM Koe-uTO MoOKa3arb. — MmMreparop ykas3ajdl Ha SIIMK, KOTOPBIM HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT Ha3aJ 3aKkpbll. — [IpruHECHuTE TO, UTO TaM BHYTPH.

DT0 ObIIa 30JI0Tast MOHETA C OTYCKAHEHHBIM Ha HEeM mpoduiieM uMIieparopa.

— S mpukazan, 4ToObl 3Ty CEpUIO BBITYCTHJIN B YECTh Balllell MOMOJIBKH, — CKaszajl OH. —
[TepeBepHUTE MOHETY.

Kectpen ucnonnuna npukas. To, 4To OHa yBHENa, IMOBEPINIO €€ B yxkac. IDTO ObUIO
M300paKEHUE CKPEILICHHBIX CITUIL JIs BI3aHUSL.

— Bpr1 3HaeTe, 4TO 3T0?

Kectpen nomemymna, mpexae 4eM OTBETUTh:

— 910 cumMmBoa [>xanuc.

— Jla. ITo-moeMy, 3To mpekpacHas cKa3ka, YTOObI CBA3aTh €€ C BaMH.

Jl>xaauc Obula BOUTENBHUIICH M3 CTapUHHOW BajlopuaHCKoM JereHnbl. JlediteHaHnTom. E&
apmus OblTa pa3OuTa, a caMa OHa B3siTa B IUIEH BPAXKECKUM ITOJKOBOJIIEM, KOTOPBIM 100aBUI €€ K



cBOeMy rapeMmy. EMy HpaBUIIHCh BCE €r0 JKEHIMHBI, HO Y HETO MOSBUIIOCH 0CO00€ MPUCTPACTHE K
Bajiopuanke. M Bc€ xe oH He ObUT mrynioM. E€ mpuBogmin Kk HeMy OOHa)KEHHOM, YTOOBI JIUIIUTh
aHca cupsTarb opyxue. M neBylnky CBA3bIBAIM, BO BCAKOM ciy4yae, moHadairy. OH He JoBepsiI e€
pykaM. Ho [[>kaauc Oblia JaCKOBOM M MOCIYIIHOM, U CO BpeMEHEM ITTABHOKOMAaH YOI 3aMeTHII,
4TO OHA COJM3UJIACh C JAPYTMMU KEHIIMHAMU W3 rapema. OHu oOyurim e€ BsizaHuio. MHorma, B
MepepbiBax MEXKIY CPaAXKECHUSIMH, OH 3aMedall JICBYIIKY y JKEHCKUX MajlaTOK, BKYIIYIO HEYTO
oechopmenHoe. EMy mokaszanoch MHTEPECHBIM, UTO BaJOpUAHCKasl AKECTOKOCTh U HEMOKOPHOCTh
okazanuch Julb MupoM. Kakoil qomanHeit okazanach 3Ta MaJieHbKast BOUTEIbHUIA!

— Y10 3T0? — CIPOCUJI OH.

— 910 nns Te6s1, — orBeTuina Jpxaauc. — Tebe moHpaBUTCS, BOT YBUAMIIID.

[lepcTaHoe u3aenue pocyio OT mecsna K mecany. OHO cTallo mOBOAOM AJIsI CBOErO pona
IIyTKU: OH CIIpallMBall, YTO OHA Bs3aja: HOCOK, TYHUKY, muiain? E€ e oTBeT Bceraa ObUT OIMHAKOB.

— YBuUIUIIb, TEOE TOHPABUTCHL.

OpHaxxapl HOYBIO B CBOEW MaJIaTKe, COYCTSI MHOTO BPEMEHHU MOCJE TOr0, KaKk OH IepecTall
CBS3bIBATh JEBYIIKY, INITABHOKOMAHIYIOLIAMN CIIPOCUII €€:

— TbI 3HaeIIb, 4TO 32 OUTBA MPOUZOUAET 3aBTpa?

— Ha, — oTtBeTnia Ixxanuc.

[maBHOKOMAHIYIOIMH TIJIAHUPOBAJI HAHECTH ynap B camoe cepaie Bamopun. M y Hero Obutn
BCE IIAHCHI HA yCIIEX.

— Tb1, TOJKHO OBITH, HEHABUUIIL MEHS 32 3TO.

— Her.

[Ipu 3ByKE 3TOrO CJIOBA y HETO HA I1a3aX BBICTYNWIM cie3bl. OH XOTEeJ pblIaTh, MPUKABIIUCH K
koxe [[>xaauc. OH HEe MOBEPUII CBOEH MIJICHHUIIE.

— JIro00Bb MOs1, — ckazana Jlkaauc, — s MOYTH 3aKOoHYMIA TBOW momapok. [1o3Boib MHE
JOBSI3aTh €0 37ECh, PAI0M ¢ ToOoM. OH mpruHECET Tebe ymady B 0010.

Eé crmoBa paccMenmuin My>KYuHY, OH HE MOT JIake BOOOpa3uTh, KAKUM 00pa3oM OH JIOJKEH
ObUT HOCHUTH JITOT YPOMJIWBBIA KOMOK Iepctu. Ho BocmoMuHaHwe O TOM, Kak YIOPHO OHa
pojoJKajga CBOE KaJIKOe 3aHATHE, ObUIO0 eMy HpusATHO. IlycTh y He€ He ObUIO HHM MaJeHIero
YMEHHUS Bs3aTh, CAaMO ycepue ObUTO OATBEPKICHUEM €€ MPEeIaHHOCTH.

['maBHOKOMaHIyIOIIMI TTOAOIIENT KO BXOAY B IMAJIaTKy U MPUKA3a]l NPUHECTU KOP3UHKY C €€
BS3aHUEM.

OH mocTaBuJI KOP3UHKY Y KPOBaTu M CHOBA Haciaawics JeBylmko. [lotom oHa cena Bs3arh
BO3JIE HETO. TMXUU NEPECTYyK CIUIl HABEBAJ HA TJIABHOKOMAHIYIOIIETO COH.

— Tl €€ He 3aKoHYMIa? — CIpalBajl OH.

— 3akoHumia. Toapko 4To.

— Ho 4to0 310?

— To1 He Buguub? Tebe He HpaBuTces? [locMoTpu moBHUMAaTENbHEE, TI0OOBb MOSI.

OH HaknoHWIICS, U Toraa [[>kaauc BOH3UIA CIIULIBI €My B TOPJIO.

Momnera notsikenena B iagonu Kecrpen. Y neBylIkn nepexBaTuio AbIXaHUE.

Nmneparop ckasadn:

— MBI rOBOpHUIIA paHee 0 TBOEM MPEeObIBAHUY B IIEHY Y ApUHA.

— Bcé 6b110 coBCceM He Tak, — OHa cxkayia MoHeTy. — S He [[xamuc.

— He tax? 4 cnpiman, rydepHaTop A0BOJIBHO MPUBJIEKATEIICH.

— 4 Tak He mymaro. — Bo BcskoM ciiydae, HE AyMalia cHadasia. Kak jkanko, 4TO OHa He
BUJIeNIa HacTosAmero Apuaa. Hackonbko Xyke cTajno, Korna OHa MOHsIa, KTO OH. M Kak y»acHo OHa



YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl ceivac, Korja oH ObUI JJI1 Hee MOTEPSH, a UMIIEPaTop BhICIIPAIMBAI €€ TAWHBI.
— OH "HuKoraa He 0buUT MOUM JTI000BHUKOM. Hukorma.

Ot0, MO KpailiHel Mepe, ObUIO MpaBAOW. 3BYK €€ rosioca JOJDKEH ObUT yOeAUTh MMIIEparopa.
WNnm To, kak oHa cxana MOHETY. OH MATKO ITPOU3HEC:

— 41 Bepro tebe. Ho uro, eciiu Ob1 51 He moBepun? Pa3ee uMmeno Obl 3HaYE€HHUE TO, YTO pald
aenust ¢ Toboi joxke? O, Kectpen, He CMOTpU Ha MEHSI C TaKUM NOTpsiceHueM. Thl Aymaenb, s
cobupatoch urparb B npuwinuus? S 3Haro ciayxu. Bce 3HawT. — OH BCTaj, MOAOUIET K HEH U
JOTPOHYIICS JI0 CKaroro BOKPYT MOHETHI Kylnaka. — Bor mouemy Tebe HyxHa [[>kaauc. D10
nofmapok. Ecnu cronmiia gymaet, 4To Thl MPOSBIISIA PacloioKeHue K ryoepHaropy [epana, mycTh
AyMaeT, 4To 3TO ObUIO HamepeHHO. Thl cienana BBIOOp, KOTJa CTOsUIa Mepe0 MHOM U Mpocuia
natb ['epany He3aBucUMOCTh. ThI BeIOpasa Moero chbiHa. Thl BbIOpaa MO CTOPOHY, — OH TMOXKaJ

njeyamu. — S mparmaruk. Y MeHs He ObUIO HU MajeHIIero »KejJaHusl BBS3bIBATbCS B BOWHY C
I'epanoM, korga Tak MaHUT BOCTOK. TBOE mpeiokeHWe — TmpuaaHue lepaHy craryca
HE3aBUCHUMOUN TEPPUTOPUM — OBLUIO TOJUTHYECKH HEBBITOJHHIM B HEKOTOPHIX BOIPOCAX... HO

IICHHBIM B pelIeHUH Jpyrux. B BoeHHOM TOke. He cTouT ynmyckars U JONMOJHUTEIBHYIO BBITOLY.
BoeHHbIe Kpyru yBa)KarOT MEHS TEIEPb, KOTA 104b T'€HEPasa BBIXOAUT 3a MOETO ChiHA. S mymaro,
MBI TIOHSUTM JpPYr Apyra, He Tak au? S moiydaro J04b, JOCTAaTOYHO YMHYIO, YTOOBI MPABUTH
MMIIEPUEN, U B TO K€ BPEMs PACHOJIOKEHHUE conAar €€ orna. Thl MoJlydaclb KOPOHY U MPOILICHUE
BCEX MPONUUIBIX... OTLUIOMIHOCTEM.

Kectpen onyctuna pyky, paccnabus e€. Ho He HaCTOJIbKO, YTOOBI BBITYCTUTh MOHETY.

— TBou kunxkan, Kecrpen, noxanyiicra, — OH OPOTSAHYI PYKY.

— Yro?

— Jlail MHE CBOM KMHXAJI.

Korga oHa He meBenbHynach, OH CKa3al:

— OH cnoumkoM npoct. HeBecta Moero cbiHa JOCTONHA JIYYILETO.

— MHe nain ero oren.

— A pa3Be s TeO€ OTIIOM HE CTaHy?

[Tocne 3Tux cI0B UMIIEparopa OHa YK€ HE MOIJIa CKa3aTh «HET», He ockopOuB ero. Kectpen
J0cTalla KHHXKaJl, KOTOPBIM Tak Jienessa. OHa npukaia OoJbILION Maliel] K pyOruHy, BCTaBIEHHOMY B
PYKOSITKY KHH)Kaja, C BBIPE3aHHBIMM Ha HEM KOITSMU XUIHOW NTULBI — ee repoom. OHa
HaJlaBUJIa CUJIBHO, 10 00JIM. A 3aTeM oTaajia OpyKHE UMIIEPaTopy.

OH NOJ0XKWJT KHHXKAJI B SINMK, U3 KOTOPOTO PaHbIIE U3BIEK MOHETY, U 3aKpbUl ero. A Kectpen
BpPYYIJI CBOWM KHHJKaJl, MEpUABIMi Ha ero Oemape. Mmmeparop KOCHYICS 3070TOW JTUHHUHM HaT
opoBsimu KecTtpen, oTMeuaBiiieit €€ Kak MOMOJIBICHHYIO KEHIIMHY.

— S MOry paccunThIBaTh Ha TBOKO BEPHOCTh UMIIEPUU, HE TaAK JIH?

— besycnosHo.

KecTpen nocrapanach He 0OpailiaTh BHUMaHUS Ha HEBECOMOCTb CBOMX HOXEH.

— Xopomo. [Ipouwioe B mpouuioM, HE TAK JIA?

— Jla.

NmniepaTtop BBITIISAIEI YAOBIETBOPEHHBIM.

— B Tebe He nOKHO OBITP HU €JUHOrO0 HaMEKa Ha CHUMNATHI0 K lepaHy.. Wiu ero
ryoepHaropy. Eciiu oHa octanack — yHUUTOXb €€. Eciiu Thl 3TOro HE clenaelb, MocaeACTBUS Te0e
HE oHpaBsATcs. Thl moHsa?



Omna nonsia. Kectpen ToJibKo ceiiuac moHs1a, YTO BU3UT B TIOPbMY HE ObLIT UCIIBITAHUEM HJIU
ypokoM. HeT, uMmepaTop XoTes moka3aTh, 4To ObIBAET ¢ TEMHU, KTO MEePeIEsl eMy JOpOry.



I'1aBa 4

Kectpen crana moBciogy HOCUTH C cO00i MoHeTy ¢ cuMBojiioM [[xkamuc. OHa Oblia y Hee B
KapMaHE U B TOT JI€Hb, KOT/Ia JIEBYIIIKA HEOXKHUIAHHO 3aCTajla B My3bIKAJIbHON KOMHATE MPUHIIA.

Ona onenmia npu Bujae npuHua Bepekca, koTopselif cuaen 3a cronoM. Ilepen Hum ObLIn
pacctaBieHbl (UTYPKH JJI OHOW BOocTOUHOM urphl. [IpuHil B3misHyn Ha KecTpen, a 3areM CHOBa
OMyCTHJI TJ1a3a Ha MpamopHbie ¢urypku. [lo ero mekam pazmuwics pymsHen. [IpuHIl TOKpyTHa B
MAIbIAX MUHAATIOPHYIO MTYIIKY.

— B «llorpannunbie 3emnanm» HYKHO Urparb BABoeM, — 3aMeTwiia Kectpen. — Brl xkuere
MEHS?

— Her. — IlpuHIl BeiTycTHI GUTYPKY U CKPECTUI pyKU Ha rpyau. — C 4yero Obl 3T0?

— Benp 310 MOst KOMHATA.

Eme B nepBole nHM npeObiBanus Kectpen Bo ABOpIie UMIIEpATOp MOAAPHUI € HOBBIM posulb U
MOMECTUJI €T0 37I€Ch, B UMIIEPATOPCKOM KpbLIE, CKa3aB, UTO B KOMHATE MPEKpacHas aKyCTUKa. JTO
OKa3aJioCh HempaBaoil. 3/1ech ObUIO CIUIIKOM CUJBHOE 9X0, U Ka3aJloCh, UTO MOMEIIEHUE OOJIbIIe,
yeM Ha caMoM jene. KaMeHHBIe CTeHBl ObUIM TOJBIMH, MeOenb — KecTKoil. Ha moikax crosio
COBCEM MAaJI0 MPEJAMETOB, HO M TE€ COBEPHICHHO HE OBUIM CBSI3aHBI C MY3BIKOM: 3TO OBLUIU
acTpoJisIOuu, HaOOPHI IS UTP, TNIMHSHBIN COJMIATHK, CKIIATHBIE TEIECKOIIbI.

— TBos komHara, — noBTOpu Bepekc. — Kak s moHumaro, TBOUM CKOpoO OyZieT BeCh 3TOT
asopen. Moii orenr nepenaetr tede mmneputo. [loxkamyiicra, MoXelb 3a0UpaTh U MOIO OBIBIIIYIO
IETCKYIO.

OH J10BOJIBHO CKOBAaHHO TTOXKAJI MJICYaMHU.

B3 Kectpen ynan Ha mimHsiHOTO conjiaruka. OHa yBHUena, Kak OOJymuiaach Kpacka, U
oOparuia BHMMaHHME Ha TO, YTO COJJATHUK 3aHUMAET MOYETHOE MECTO IOCEpPEIUHE TMOJIKHU.
KoMnara Oblia XOJIOMHBIM, HEMOAXOASIIMM MecToM uisi pebeHka. Kectpen BcmoMHMIa, 4TO
Bepekc Toxe B AETCTBE MOTEPSI MATh.

Omna nojionwia u cejia HaPOTUB HETO.

— TBoli oTen He oTAaBall MHE TBOK KOMHATY, — IMpOM3HECHa OHAa. — B03MOXHO, OH
HAJIESAJICS, YTO MBI pa3esiuM €€ U OyaeM OOJbIle BpeMEHH MPOBOAUTH BMECTE.
— Jla Opocb.

— Ho ceityac-1o MBI 351€Ch BMECTE.

— ThwI HE moKHA ObUIA 3/1eCh MOSIBUTHCA. S MOAKYNWII ONHY M3 TBouX (peityinH. OHa cka3ana
MHE, 4TO Thl COOMpanach MPOBECTH MOJJIEHb B OUOIUOTEKE.

— OnHa U3 MOWX TOPHUYHBIX OTYUTHIBAECTCS TIEpe TOOO ?

— Cyns 1o BceMy, J104b TeHepasa, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOKO PEMyTAI[MI0 YMHOW JIEBYIIKU, CYUTAET
ce0st HeJlocsITaeMoil JIsl MEJIKOTO HIMHOHaXKa, Ha KOTOPBIN CIIOCOOEH UMIIepaTOpCKuid IBOp. A OHA
HE TaK yX U yMHa, BEpHO?

— VYK HaBepHOE, YMHEE, 4YeM TOT, KTO OTKPBUI €, YTO MOAKYIUJI €€ clykaHKy. [louemy Obl
TeOe He CKa3aTh MHE, KOTOPYI0, Bepekc, 4ToObI 3aKpeNnuTh CBOKO OTJIOIMHOCTb.

Ha wMraoBeHue e MoOKa3ajaoch, YTO OH TOTOB OINPOKUHYTH CTOJ, PACKUJbIBAS IO IOy
durypku juisi urpel. B Ty cexyHJy OHa MOHsJIA, YEM OH 3/IECh 3aHUMAJICS, CUJ1 B OJUHOYECTBE
nepen Habopom aiist urpel B «Ilorpanuunsie 3emiany», KoTopas ceiiyac Oblia 0COOCHHO MOMYIsIpHA
npu aBope. PUrypku ObUTH pacCTaBIICHBI B HAYAIBHBIX MO3UIIUIX. Bepekc mpakTukoBaics.

bone3nenHas rpumaca Ha €ro JIMile TOBOpHJIa OOJIbIIE CIIOB.



— Tl HEeHaBU AU MEHS, — cKa3asia Kectpen.

OH o0MsK B cBoeM Kpeciie. Ero B3oxMadeHHbIE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH YIaIN Ha JIUIO, U OH TIOTEP
ryaza, OyJITo BCTajl CErOJHsI OY€Hb PaHO.

— Her, Ha camom giene HeT. S HeHaBuXKy 3T0. — OH 00Ben pykoi KOMHaAry. — S HEHaBHXKY
TO, YTO Thl MCIHOJIb3YCIb MEHSA, YTOOBI 3aMOJIyYUTh KOpPOHY. 1O, 4TO MOW OTE€l CUUTAET 3TO
TeHHUaJbHOU UJIeeH.

Kectpen npukocHynack k omHoid u3 ¢urypok minsi «llorpanuuynbix 3emenb». IOTO ObUI
pa3BEIUHK.

— To1 Mor OBI CKa3aTh €My, UTO HE XOUEeIllh )KEHUTHCSI Ha MHE.

— O, 51 ToBOpUIIL.

— Bo3MoXxHO, y Hac 000MX B 3TON CUTYaIlMHd HE OCTAJIOCh BBIOODA.

OnHa yBHjeNa, KaK €ro JUIO TOTYAC K€ OCBETHJIOCH JIOOOMBITCTBOM, M IMOKaJieJla O CBOUX
cioBax. [leByika noasuHyna pazpenunka «llorpannyasix 3eMenb» M0OIUKE K TeHepaly.

— MHe HpaBurcs 3Ta urpa. OHa 3acTaBisieT MEHS IymMarb O TOM, YTO B BOCTOYHOM UMIIEPUU
JHO0SAT HE TOIBKO OMTBBI, HO U CKa3KHU.

Bepekc Opocun Ha Hee OBICTPBIN B3I, OTMEUask PE3KYIO CMEHY TEMBI, HO CKa3all TOJIbKO:

— «llorpanuunsie 3eMiin» — 3TO Urpa, a HE KHUTA.

— «lTorpannunsie 3emimn» OyaTO KHUTA, B KOTOPOM OOCTOSATEIHCTBA MOCTOSHHO U3MEHSIOTCS,
YTO NPUBOAUT K PA3JIMYHBIM KOHILIOBKAM, & F€POM MOTYT BHE3AIIHO COWTHU C OXKHUAAEMOTO ITyTH.
Kpome toro, «Ilorpannynsie 3emian» oOMaHuuMBblL. OHHM 3aCTaBISIOT UTPOKA YBEPUTHCS, UYTO OF
3HA€T CBOET0 NPOTHUBHHUKA. 3HAET, HACKOJBKO TOT HEOIBITEH, TyMas, 4TO 3TO HOBHYOK, U HE
3ameuasi MOATOTOBJIEHHBIX JUISl HETO JIOBYIIEK.

Bripaxxenue nuna Bepekca cmsiruniiacek, 1 Kectpen pacctaBuna GUTYpKHA B MOJOKEHHUE TS
HaJaja Urphl ¥ H300pa3mia HEKOTOPhle KOMOMHAIMN, OOBSICHSSA, KaK MPEANoJlaraéMblii HOBHYOK
MOYKET BBIMTPaTh, CIICITUAIBHO TTOIa1asICh B JIOBYIIKH, YTOOBI YCTPOUTH CBOIO cOOCTBeHHYIO0. Korma
3€JICHBIM T'eHEpAJI HAKOHEI ITOBaIWJI KpacHoro, Kectpen ckazana:

— MBpbI MOTJIM OBl 3aHUMATHCSI BMECTE.

bonpume rinaza Bepekca BHE3aITHO CBEPKHYIIH.

— T"oBOps PO «3aHUMATHCS», Thl UMEEIIb B BUTy OOy4EHHE.

— Jpy3bsi IOCTOSIHHO WTPalOT B UIPHI, HE JymMas O 3aHSATUSIX, OOy4EHHU WJIM O TOM, KTO
mo0eauI1, a KTO Ipourpal.

— Jpys3bs.

— Y ME€HS UX HEMHOTO.

VY Kecrtpen Obuta omHa oapyra. JleBymka yxacHo ckydana 1o J»xecc. Ta yexana ¢ cembeil Ha
I0)KHBIE OCTpOBa, 4YTOOBI BOCCTAaHOBUTH 370poBbe. Panbie J[)kecc oTnpaBuiack ObI E
MPUHAVICKAIMHA €€ CeMbe MPEKPACHBIN MaJICHbKHUM JOMUK y MOPsI Ha TETIJIOM F0KHOM MOOEPEXbe
I'epana, Ho Yka3 Cepeaunbl 3UMBI TIOCTAHOBUJ, YTO KOJIOHHUCTBI-BAJIOPUAHIIBI JOJKHBI OCTABUTH
BCE CBOM BiaicHus B ['epane. KoJIOHUCTHI MOMydnan OT UMIIEPATOPA KOMIIEHCAIUIO, U POAUTEIIH
Jl>xecc kynuiiu cebe HOBBIM oM Ha ocTpoBax. Ho B muceMax Jl»kecc CKBO3MJIa TOCKA MO POJIMHE.
Kectpen mumcama moapyre B orBeT. OHHM 4YacTO OOMEHHBAJIMCh HOBOCTSMH, HO IHCEM OBLIO
HEJOCTATOYHO.

Bepekc moOATONKHYI TMABIIETO KPACHOrO TE€HEpaida 3€JCHBIM, MPUCIYIIHMBAsICh K CTYKY
MpamMopa 1o Mpamopy.

— B03MOXHO, MBI MOTJIH OBl CTaTh APY3bsIMU, €CIIU OBl Thl OOBICHUIIA MHE, ITIOYEMY caMa He



CKa)KeIllb MOEMY OTIY, YTO HE XOYEUIb BBIXOJUTH 334 MEHS 3aAMYK.

Ho Kectpen He Mmorna eMy 3TOro 0ObsICHUTb.

— TsI BOBce HE X04eIb ObITh MOEH KEeHOM, — ckazan Bepekc.

KecTpen He Morua Jirath.

— ThI 3asiBUIIa, 4TO y T€OS HET BbIOOpA, — MPOU3HEC MPUHI]. — YTO Thl HMeENa B BUTY?

— Huuero. 3a0yapb. S Xouy cTaTh TBOEH KEHOM.

SIpocth Bepekca BepHynach.

— Torga nmaBaii mepeuucnauM npuuuHbl. — OH Hawyan 3aru0arh nainblbl. — ThI X0o4elb
MpaBUTh UMIEPUEN U UMETh MY)Xa, MAaHUIYJIUPOBaTh KOTOPHIM OyAE€T TaK K€ MPOCTO, KaK U
dburypamu B 3TOMU UTpeE.

— Hert, — oTBeTHa OHA, XOTs HE MOIVIA MOHSTh, MoueMy Bepekc He XOTes IMMOBEPUTH B TAKOU
ee o0pa3 — JKaJHOMU JI0 BIIACTH U OECUYBCTBEHHOU 0COOBI. ApUH MOBEPHUIL.

— Th1 xouenb nmocmesarhes. Ha Gany B 4ecTh Hallleid TOMOJIBKHM ThI Oyfelllh CMOTPETh, KaK S
npourpeiBalo B «llorpannuynbie 3emin», U XOXOTarb BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU ApUCTOKpAaraMH M
ry0epHaTopaMu.

— Ha 6any? Co Bcemu ryoepHatopamu? Tel yBepeH? MHE HUKTO HUUETO PO 3TO HE TOBOPUIL.

— Moii oter paccka3biBaeT TeOE BCe.

— Oun mMHe Huuero He ToBopuil. KisiHych, st He 3Hana mpo Oai.

— 3Ha4yuT, ¢ TOOOM OH TOXXE UTpaeT B cBOM UTphl. Mol orenr nBynuueH, Kectpen. He nymaii,
OyZITO OH BOCXMIIAETCSI TOOOM HA caMOM JIeJIe.

KecTtpen BckuHyna pyku B BO311yX.

— Thl HEBO3MOXKEH. Thl BUHUIIIL MEHS B €0 PACIOJI0KEHUN U B TO K€ BpPEMsI YTBEPKIA€Ib,
4TO s 111 HETO He OoJiee YeM 3aHUMATeNbHas UTPYIIKA.

OHa noAHsIach Ha HOTW Y HAMPABWIIACH K JBEPHU, TAK KaK IOHsIA, YTO KPATKOE MEPEMHUPHUE
MEXIy HEWl U TPUHIIEM 3aKOHYMIOCh. Ee MbIcou Hauanm OecropsodHO BepTeThcs. ban B uecTh
nomosnBku. Co Bcemu rydoepHaropamu. [Ipuener Apun. ApuH OyaeT 37€cCh.

— HuTepecHo, mouemMy Mo# oTell He ckaszai Tebe, — mporoBopui Bepekc. — Bo3moxHO, OH
XOTEeJ 3aCTaTh T€Os BPACIIOX U BBISICHUTDH, YTO MMEHHO ThI UyBCTBYElIb K ryoepHaTopy ['epana?

KecTtpen ocraHoBUIACh U Pa3BEPHYIACH.

— Mex 1y HaMu HUYero Her.

— S Bunmen monery c¢ xkaguc. lo mens pgoxomunu ciyxu. /[o BoccTaHusi OH ObUI TBOUM
(dbaBoputom cpeau paboB. Thl cpaxkanach 3a HETO Ha JTy3JId.

KecTpen easa HEe MOTAHYIACh K KHUXKHOW ITOJIKE TSI ONOpBL. BN Ka3aock, 4TO OHAa cerdac
ynajer.

— S 3Har0, moyeMy ThI BRIXOAMIIL 32 MeHs, KecTpen. [l Toro, 4ToObI Bce 3a0bUTH, YTO MOCIIE
BOCCTaHHMs Thl HE OKa3ajlach B TIOPbME, KaK BCE OCTajbHbIe BajopuaHilsl B ['epane. Tol Oblia Ha
oco0oM moJioxkeHuu, BepHo? [loromy uto npuHamiexana emy. Bce 00 3ToM 3HAIOT.

Ee ronoBokpyxenue npouwio. OHa cXBaTWJIA C TTOJKU MIIMHSHOTO COJIIATHKA.

ITo nuny Bepekca KecTpen HemMemIeHHO MOHsUIA, YTO Yy HEE B PYKE KOE-YTO BAXKHOE JIJIs
npuHia. OHa XoTella YHUYTOKUTh 3TOTO COJIJIaTUKa, pa3Mo3kKuTh 00 moi. Ciomars Bepekca, kak
€ro y»e CJIOMaJ €ro OTel.

OHa cnomaer ero Tak ke, Kak pa3omia coocTBeHHyIo aymry. BuezanmHo Kectpen mokasanocs,
OylTo €e cepile COCTOUT U3 OTJEIbHBIX KYCOYKOB, OyATO JIFOOOBb — ATO MPEIAMET, XPYINKUN, KaK
NITUYBE MO, CO CKOPIYIOKW TYMaHHO-pO30BOro meera. OHa yBUIENa, KaK CONPOTHYIICS KPOBaBBI
xenTok. [louyBcTBOBana, Kak OCKOJIKM CKOPJIYIIbI BOTKHYJIMCH B €€ TOPJIO U JIETKHUE.



Kectpen nmoctaBumna conmaruka o0patHo Ha MoKy, [103a00THBIIMCH, YTOOBI €€ TOJIOC 3Bydall
OTYETIINBO, OHA NIPOTOBOPUJIA:

— Ecnu ThI He Xouelb ObITh MOUM APYTOM, TO MOXKaJeellb, €CJIU CTaHEeIlh BParoMm.

C 5TuMH CcI0BaMU OHA MOKUHYJIAa KOMHATY.
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KecTpen BepHynack B CBOM MOKOU U OTOCHANA CIY’KaHOK IMPOdYb. Terneps OHa HU OHOM U3 HUX
He JoBepsUia. JeBylika cena mnepej KpOUEYHbBIM OKHOM, KOTOPOE MPOMYCKAJIO B KOMHATy COBCEM
Maiio cBera. Korma oHa BblTammia M3 KapMaHa HOBYHO MOHETY HMMIEparopa, Ta MaTOBBIM
KPY>KOUKOM YJIETJIach B €€ JIaJIOHH.

«Cemyac UAET ol JE€HET», — BCOOMHMIA OHA. OHA NEHMCTBUTEIBHO XOTENA CETOIHS yTPOM
MOCETUTh OMONMOTEKY, Kak M JOJIOKHUJIA OAHA U3 ee ciayxkaHOoK Bepekcy Kecrpen nazaesach
M3y4UTh FepaHCKUX OOroB, HO 3areM mnepeaymana. bubauoreka cocTosyia JUIlb U3 HUYTOXKHOTO
KoJMuecTBa KHUT. OHa ciayxuia 1o OoJIbILIEN 4acTH 3aJI0M JUIsl BCTpEY, i€ MHOTAa COOMPAIUCH
MPUJIBOPHBIE, YTOOBI BHIMUTH B TUIIMHE YAIKy 4as, WA HCCIEIOBAIM KapThl OPHUIIEPHl apMUMU.
bubmmoreka nmomonura 061 Kectpen, ecinu Ob OHa X0Tea MPOJIOKUTH MapIIPyT WX MOOOIIATHCSL. ..
WJIY 1aTh IPUABOPHBIM 3HATh, YTO HIIET YTO-TO B TEPAHCKUX KHHUTAX.

OnHa MBICJIIEHHO OTBEPHYJIACh OT MACCUBHBIX JABEpEil OMOINOTEKH.

Ceituac oHa cujena B OapXaTHOM Kpeclie, MbITaACh COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha MPEIMETEe CBOEH
oecenpl ¢ BepekcoMm, a He Ha AYMOIIMOHAJIBHOM TOATEKCTE. JleBylllka nmepeBepHya MOHETY, KPYTs
ee Mexnay nansueB. Mmmeparop. xamuc. Mmneparop. [Ixamuc. «OH nOBymHueH», — cKazall
Bepekc o cBoeM ortme. Kectpen pasmbiinisuia Hajg 3Toi (pas3oi, pasmisabsiBas 00€ CTOPOHBI
MOHETHI. J[Byau4eH... 9TO CI0BO 3a0pOCHUIO KPIOYOK B TEMHBIN KOJOJEIH ee maMsTu. U 3a 4To-To
VIIEUJIOCH.

['epaHIlbl BepHIIM, YTO Ka)[blii OOr YHNpaBIAE€T HE TOJBKO OMPEACICHHBIM MPEIMETOM HIIH
SIBIICHHEM, HO U I€JIBIM ITaHTEOHOM OJIM3KUX UeH, nercTBuii, 00beKTOB. [la, Oor 3Be31 ObL1 60roM
3BE3/I, HO €Il¢ U CiydalHoCTeH, kpacoThl M karactpod. bor aym.. ¥V Kecrpen nepexsaruiio
JIbIXaHUE, KOTJIa OHAa BCIOMHMJIA, KaKk ApUH B3bIBaJI K 3TOMY OOTY, YIIPaBJISIOIIEMY JIFOOOBBIO. «Most
Iylia TPUHAMICKUT Tebe, — ckazaa oH. — Tbl 3Haenmb 3To». Ero nuio ObUlo mpU 3TOM TaKuM
SCHBIM, TAKUM HUCKpeHHUM. [[axke HamyraHHbIM — OH caMm Oosuicst cBoux ciioB. M Kectpen Toxe
HCIyrajlach, IOTOMY YTO OH MPOU3HEC BCIYX TO, YTO YYBCTBOBAJIA U OHA TOXKE.

Momneta. Kectpen 3actaBuia cedst BEpHYTHCS MBICIISIMU K MOHETE.

Ona BcroMHUJA: ¢ OOTOM JIEHET He ObUIO CBA3aHO HUYETO YecTHOro. OH ObUT IBYIMYEH, KaK
TOT KYyCOK 30joTa. MHorma sBIsiics B MYKCKOM OOJMYbe, a HWHOrAa B JKEHCKOM. «OH
MTOKPOBUTEIBCTBYET TOPIrOBIE, — TroBopwiia MH31, — a 3Ha4uT, U IEPEroBopaM. A TaKke TOMY,
yT0 CKphITO. OO€ CTOPOHBI MOHETHI Cpa3y YBUAETh HEBO3MOXXHO, BEepHO, AUTA? Y Oora aeHer
BCETJIa €ECTh CEKPETHD.

bor nener ObUT Tak)Xe TOKPOBUTEJIEM IIIITUOHOB.



I'n1aBa s

Ha ApuHa HakaTHUiI BOCIIOMHHAHUSL.

CHavayra mooOemaTs cTarh mmuoHoM I lryra 6110 TIpOCTO.

— 51 nosepsito TeOe Ooiblle, yeM KoMy Obl TO HM ObUIO, — MpPOLIENTAT MPEIBOIUTEND
BOCCTaHMSI Ha yx0 ApHHY IOCJe TOro, Kak TOT ObUI MpOJIaH J0o4epu reHepana. — Tbhl — MO
BTOPOW KOMaHJIMp, NapeHb, U MbI C TOOOI OCTaBUM BaJIOPUAHIIEB HA KOJICHH.

Bce neranu Bctaiu Ha CBOE MECTO, M XOPOIIIO CMa3aHHbIM MEXaHU3M 3apadoTall.

Bort Tonebko...

Bort Tonbko...

Jloub TeHepaia Hayana oOpal@arh Ha ApuHa BHUMaHue. DTo Oblla BO3MOXKHOCTD, ITOJapeHHast
Ooramu, OJHAKO JaXK€ B IEPBbIC JTHU, MPOBEICHHbIE B MMEHUU €€ OTLA, ApUHA HE OCTABISIO
AypHOE — HEYIOTHOE, 3yAsllee, MOKalbIBaIoIee, KaK UCKPbl, KOTOPBIMHU pa30pachIBaeTCs 3UMOM
OJIeKJ1a, — MPEAUYBCTBHE, UYTO 3TO BHUMAHHUE CTAHET IPUUMHOMN €TI0 HEYAAUH.

ApuH ObUT ApUHOM: OH PEIMJI UCIIBITATh CBOKO yaauy, Kak JieJiaj BCera.

OnHako ¢ IEBYOHKOM OH CTAJI 3aXOIUTh CIWIIKOM JajeKko. OH rOBOPHUI TO, YTO €My T'OBOPUTH
He cienoBaiio. Hapyman npaBuiia, a OHa CMOTpeEna, Kak OH JI€JIaeT 3TO, HO HUYEro HE TOBOPUJIA.

On yOenun ce0s: Tak MPOUCXOIUT MOTOMY, UYTO, KAKUMU Obl HU OBLIM €ro JAEUCTBUS, €Il Bce
PaBHO.

A 3areM ero oKaTuJio BOJIHOMW, OMACHOCTb, KOTOPYIO €MY CJI€J0Baji0 Obl IPeABUIETh, — U OH
npeaBusien Obl, ecau Obl CymMesn MpU3HATh MEpPE]l CaMUM COOOW, YTO MMEHHO BO30YIUJIO B HEM
’KeJaHue BCTPAXHYTh JEBUOHKY, 3aCTaBUTh €€ OTKPBITH IJ1a3a, MyCTh JaXe OHU ObUTH OTKPBITHI.

[louemy OHa O>KHA BOJIHOBATHCS O TOM, YEM 3aHUMAETCs pad?

ApUH 3aCTaBUT €e€.
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ApuH BCIOMHHAJ.

Kak oH He MOr cmarb Mo HOYaM B MOMEIICHUSX IJisi paOOB M3-3a MY3bIKH, KOTOpasi CKBO3b
TbMY TSHYJIaCh CO CTOPOHBI BUJIJIBI U€pe3 3eMJIM TeHepalia. J[eBuoHKa Bce urpajia u urpaja, u ee He
0ECIIOKOUJIO, YTO OH yCTall: OHA HE 3HaJIa, YTO OH yCTall, OHA BOOOIIE O HEM HE JyMala.

Ee ympapnstonmii-BajJopruaHel] UCXJIECTall €ro B KPOBb 332 HE3HAUMTENbHBIM MpocTynok. Ha
CJIeIyIOUMI JA€Hb JIEBYOHKA MPHUKa3aia, YToOObl ApPUH CONPOBOXKIAN €€ Ha YaenuTue. [ opaocts He
MO3BOJISIIa €My MOPIMTHCS OT 00, KOTOPYIO MPUYHHSIO Kaxaoe ABmkeHue. [Iputaronme pyoirs
Ha CIHWHE BCKPBUIUCh M KpoBOTOuMIM. OHa HE 3aMeTWJIa, OH HE MO3BOJWI €W YBHAETh, HE
MPEIOCTAaBUII €l TAKOTO YJIOBOJIBCTBHSI.

U Bce paBHO OH MCKall IPU3HAKHU TOTO, YTO OHA XOTsI ObI UTO-TO Cliblaia o nmopke. Ero B3msin
TLIATEIBHO U3YyYall €€ JUI0, HO TAK HUYETO U HEe Hallle)l, KpOME HEJIOBKOCTH OT €ro MPHUCTAIBLHOTO
B3IJISAA.

Omna He 3Hana. OH ObUT yBepeH, YTO MOHsI Obl. BuHa Obula AMoIMel, KOTOPYIO OHA HE yMea
CKpBbIBATH.

JleBuoHKa cujena HeNmoJaleKy Ha MapyoBOM TaxTe, Jep’Ka B pyKax yamky ¢ Omroanem. OHa
OTBEJIA B3TJIA/I, TOBEPHYJIACH K KAKOMY-TO JIOPAY U PaCCMESIACh €ro CI0OBaM.

Ee HeBUHHOCTB cBOIMIIA C yMa.



Ei cnemoBano Obl 3HaTh. CrnenoBaio OBl 3HATh, UTO CAENAN €€ ynpaistonmid. OHa JT0KHA
Obl1a 3HaTh, YTO 3TO €€ BMHA, U HE Ba)XHO, OTJIaBaJla OHA MPHKA3 WA HET, 3HAJIa 0 HEM WM HET.
Hesunna? Ouna? Hukorna.

OH MOAHST BBICOKMM BOPOTHHUK PYOAIlKU, YTOOBI CKPBITh TSHYIMMCS BBEPX IO IIe€ MIpaM OT
IUIETH.

OH He XoTeJ1, 9TOOBI OHA 3HaJja.

He xoten, 9ToOBI OHA BUIENA.

H Bce xe...

«B3misHM Ha MeHs, — OOpaTWJI OH K HEH CBOIO SPOCTHYIO MBICIB, CaM TOTO HE YCIIEB
0CO3HATh. — B3IJIsiHU Ha MEHS.

Omna nmoaHsIa 11a3a.
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OTU BOCIIOMHHAHUSI ObUIM KAKUMHU-TO CTPAHHBIMU, OHU HAIOMUHAIM MAyTHHY PYOIlOB OT
JeTH — OyATO yHapbl ChINAIWCh OIWH 3a JPYrUM, BBDKHUTAsl CIEIbI, KOTOPbIE MOIIH OBl
MPEACTaBIATh U3 ceOsl KaKON-TO y30p, eclii Obl HEe OBLIO SICHO, YTO OCTaBHJIA WX JKECTOKas, HE
3HaroIAs nomgaael pyka. [mets ropena sMouusiMu.

Omna Bce xanuia ero u >kaiauia.

— ApuH, — OKJIMKHYI ero TeHCceH BO BpeMs BCTPEUH ¢ repaHCKUM Ka3HaueeM, KOTOPhIA ObLI
MpadHee 0OBIYHOTO, — IJI€ Thl BUTaCIh? Thl HE CJIBIIIAT HUYETO U3 TOTO, YTO Sl TOBOPHII.

— IloBropu ewe pas.

— NMnepatop npukaszai OTYCKAHUTh HOBYIO MOHETY B YECTh IIOMOJIBKH.

ApHH HE XOTEJI HUYETO CJBIIATH O TIOMOJIBKE.

— Jlymato, TeOe ciieyeT yBUIIETh €€, — cKa3ai TeHCceH.

ApUH B35UT MOHETY, HO HE YBUJIET HUYETO OCOOEHHOTO.

TeHceH pacckasan emy jgerennay o J>kaauc.

ApUH BBIPOHUJI MOHETY.

OH nmomMHMII.

IlomHMI, KaK BC€ U3MEHUJIIOCh.

On yBugzen, kak KecTpen gaer 1mBeTOK peOEHKY, Ha KOTOPOro OOJibllie HUKTO HE OOpainai
BHMMaHMsA. CMOTpeEN, KaKk OHA XW3HEPAJOCTHO MPOUTrpaja B KapThl MOXKWIOW BaJIOPUAHKE, HA
KOTOpPOH OOIIECTBO OTKPBHITO CMESUIOCh, TTOTOMY UYTO, KaK TOBOPWUJIM, OHA ObUIa CIUIIKOM CTapa,
YTOOBI ATO TTOHSATb.

Bo Bpemst 3T0i1 urpsl Apun ctosun y Kectpen 3a ciunoit. OH BuJen, 4To ee KoMOMHaIus Oblia
BBIUTPBIIIHOM.

OH BHjEN, YTO OHAa 4YecTHa ¢ HUM. Ee HMCKpeHHOCTh ObLia MOomoOHA dYaIle ¢ KPUCTaJbHO
YUCTOW BOJOM, KOTOPYIO OH BBIIMBAJ 0 JHA.

OH Bujen ee clie3bl, M0OJECKUBAIOIIME B TEMHOTE.

Ee %uBOIl yM — OCTpbIN U HAXOAUYMBBIN, KOTOPBIM OUEHBb HEMPOCTO OBUIO 3arHaTh B TYMHUK.

Apun cmotpen, kak Kectpen Bcrama Mexay HUM M Haka3aHWeM, OyITO 3TO HUYEro HE
3HAYUJIO, XOTSI HA CAMOM JIEJI€ 3HAYUJIIO BCE.

— ApuH? — mpopBaJICs CKBO3b BOCIOMUHAHUS Toj10c TeHceHa.

ApUH oOpaTuiicsi MBICISMH K MYCTBIM JHSIM, KOTOpPbIE MOCJEAOBAIA 32 HX MOCIEIHEH
BcTpeue, koraa Kecrpen nepenana eMy yka3 ummneparopa o cBoboze ['epana u coodumia o cBoei



nomonBke. «Ilo3apaBs MeHs», — ckaszana oHa Torma. OH He Bepwi. OH ymossul ee. OHa €ro He
nocnymana. «O, ApuH, — roBopuia eMy CapcuH B T€ JIHM, KOTJAa OH HE MOKHUAAl KOMHATHI, T/e
panbite xuna Kectpen. — Yero TeI oxxuaan?»

I'ope. Bece nipuBelio €ro Kk 3Tomy.

— ApuH, — noBTopua TeHceH, 1 ApUHY IPHUILIOCH O0OpaTuTh Ha HETO BHUMaHue. — TBoe
OKOHYATEJIbHOE PEIICHUE: Thl MOCACIIb B CTOIUILY UJIA HET?
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C npubnmxenuem 0ana B CTOJHUILY HaYa Il MPUOBIBATH YNHOBHUKU U apUCTOKpaThl. Kaxx bt
J€Hb BCE OOJIbIlIE YMPSKEK C JOPOTUMH JIOIMIAJbMH TOSBISIIOCH B UMIEPATOPCKUX KOHIOIIHSX.
[Tocne myremecTBUsl O 3UMHUM JIOpOraM >KHMBOTHBIE TpuxpaMbiBain. XoTsi Kectpen oOpamana
BHUMAaHHUE HMIIEPATopa Ha CJIOXKHOCTh MEPEABMIKEHUS B TAKUX IJIOXUX YCIOBUSX, MMIIEPATop,
OYEBHUIHO, PEIIAJI, YTO 3TO HE UMEET 3HaueHUus. OH MpUIIACUI TOCTEW — T€ JOJLKHBI SIBUTHCS. B
TOCTEBBIX MOKOSIX JIBOPIIa Pa3BOAUIN OTOHb, YTOOBI OOOTPETH MOMENICHUS, KOTOPbIE OYIyT 3aHSITHI
JIOBOJIBHO JIOJTO€ BpeMsI: Mociie 0ajia u J0 caMOU CBaIbObI IJIAHUPOBAIMCH BCEBO3MOKHBIE 3BAHbBIE
Beuepa.

Onmnaxnael mocie noiygHs KecTpen B3siia SKHMIaXX M HaAMpaBUIach 4epe3 TOpoJ B raBaHb,
COMpOBOXKIaeMas ApoXkalleld OT XoJiofa CIyKaHKOW. DTa JAeByllKka, Kak WU Jrolas apyras u3
npuciyxHul Kectpen, BliogHe MoIyia oka3arbesl ToM, koro HaHsul Bepekc, Ho Kectpen ykyrana ee
KOJICHU MEXaMU M HacTosula, 4TOOBbI JICBYIIKA MOJBHHYJIA HOTHU OJMXKE K TOpsSYeMy KUPITHYY,
KOTOPBI JIEKaJl HA THE KAPETHL

UYepes ropojl OHM €Xajid MEJICHHO. YIIHIbI ObUIM KPYTHIMU M Y3KUMU: UX MPOKJIAIbIBATIA HE
JUisl ynoOCTBa >KUTEJIEH, a JUIsi TOro, YTOOBl 3aMEJIUTh MPOJABMIKEHUE KO JIBOPIY BO3MOKHOIO
Bpara.

HoBbix kopabneit B raBaHu He okaszanoch. Kectpen B 1r000M ciiydae HE CIEI0BAIO HAACATHCA
YBUJIETH 3/1eCh repaHckue cyaa. Crossio Bpems 3eseHbIxX Oypb. Hu onuH 31paBOMBICIISIIMI YeT0BEK
HE OTIpaBUJICA OBl B IIJIJaBaHUE MEXTY | €paHCKUM MOIYOCTPOBOM U CTOJIMIIEH.

Ot xonomHOro BeTpa ryosl KecTpen nmorpeckanuce.

— YT0 MBI 371€Ch iesIaeM? — CIIpOCHUJIa CIy’KaHKa, CTyda 3y0aMu.

Enga nmu Kectpen morna ckaszarh, 4TO OXHJAAJIa YBUJIETh KOPaOJib, KOTOPHIMA, BO3MOXKHO,
npuBe3 ApruHa. Bce MeHbIle BpeMEHU OCTaBaJIOCh Y HETO Ha TO, YTOOBI COBEPIIMTH 00Jiee J10TOE,
HO 0e30IacHoe MyTeIIeCTBUE Yepe3 TOPHBIN MepeBall, pACUUIICHHBIA TIOCJIE TOANUCAHUS MUpPa C
['epanoM. ban mastunit B KoHIIe 3To# Henenu. bonpmmHCTBO rocTel yxe npudbum. Ho He ApuH.

— Huuero, — orBetuna Kecrpen. — 4 xorena HacIaauThCS MEN3aXKEM.

Cny>kaHKa MOPTHYJIa — 3TO OBbLT €IUHCTBEHHBIN XKECT pa3Apa’keHHs Ha TO, UTO €€ 3aCTaBIIIH
noexarb B raBanb. Ho KecTpen He mo3BoJisioch MyTeliecTBOBaTh 0€3 CONMpOBOXKACHUSI. B uecTh
MTOMOJIBKM €M MPENOIHECIN COTHU MOJApPKOB: MEPO M3 pora poraroro K1UTa, pyOMHOBBIE KOCTU OT
JIOpJia OHOW M3 KOJIOHUMU, KOTOPBIM mpocisial o J0Bu Kectpen k urpam, u faxe 3aTeinByrO
CKJIQJIHYIO JMaZieMy JJig myremiecTBuil... Cnucok gapoB ObUT Beluk, HO KecTpen ¢ pamocTbio
pacctamach Obl ¢ HUMH CO BCEMH paJd OIHOTO 4Yaca MpeObBaHUS 3a TpeaesiaMu JBOpIa B
OJIMHOYECTBE.

— Tloexanu, — cka3ana oHa U O0JIbIlie HE BO3BpaIiaiach B TaBaHb.

% %k Xk

Ona yxwunHana c cenaropamu. IloBepx Ookana c BuHOM, Kectpen HaOmromana, kak riaBa
Cenara, KOTOpBIM BBIDISIACN IS 3UMBl Ha YIUBICHUE 3aropeyibiM, THUXO CKa3aJll YTO-TO
UMIIEpaTopy.

«3a4eM ThI OJICAYIIMBAJ MO/ IBEPSIMU, — CIIPAIMBAJl KallUTaH CTpaxu y TpuHHA B TIOPbME,
— BO BpeMsI JJUYHOW BCTPEYM umneparopa ¢ rimaBoit Cenara?»



Buezamno KecTtpen mokasanock, OyaTro ee 60kana HaloJIHEH HE BHHOM, a KPOBBIO.

Nwmmneparop nepesen B3misAn Ha KecTpen u yBuesn, 4To oHa CMOTPUT Ha Hero U miaBy CeHara.
OH npunoAHs1 OpOBb.

Kecrtpen oTBena rina3a u ocymmiia cBoi Ookai.

* %k Xk

Ee oren mpucnan cBou m3BuHEeHUs. OH HE MOT SIBUThCA Ha 0all, TaK KaK 3aBs3 B BOWHE Ha
IpaHHIe BOCTOUYHBIX PaBHUH. «SI coxanero, — mucai renepai TpasiH, — HO MpHUKa3 €CTh MPUKa3».

Kectpen mpekparuia rnepeyuThBaTh KpaTkue CTPOKHU MUChMa U YCTABUJIACh HA MTyCTOE MECTO,
octaBieHHOe Ha nucte. OT 6enu3Hbl OymMaru ee mia3za Hadainu 00jeTh. OHa BBITYCTUIIA MTUCBMO U3
PYK.

OHa HHWKOTIa HE CUMTAla BO3MOXKHBIM, YTO €€ OTel] MpHEAeT, — JO0 TeX IOop, IMOoKa He
MOJIy4MJia €T0 MUChMO U HE paclieyaralia ero.

Ora ocnerusitomas Haaexaa. M mpak pazouapoBanus. Eil He ce1oBaJIO yIUBISATHCS.

OHa BCIIOMHMJIA MOCJIEAHEE CIIOBO MHChbMa — «IpHUKa3». Kecrtpen 3agymanack, Kak Jajeko
MOXET 3alTH TOMYMHEHHE ee OTIla uMImeparopy. Uto caenan Obl reHepall, OKaKHCh OH B Kamepe ¢
Tpunaom? Bon3uiics Obl €ro HOX B TIJIOTh TaK e JIETKO, KaK M HOXK KalMTaHa CTPaKH, UJTU C eIlie
OOJIBITIEH JIETKOCTHIO, MJIM HE BOH3UJICS OBl BOOOIIIE?

OnHako, Korja oHa MoJymala O CBOEM OTIE B POJIU KallWTaHa, B TEMHUIE OKa3aJiCsl BOBCE HE
Tpunn. B menu Obuta 3akoBaHa oHa cama. «O dYeMm Tl Aymana, — CHOpalldBal TeHepal, —
3aKJII0Yas ¢ UMIEpPaToOpoOM CIIEJIKY, YTOOBI criacTu pada?»

Kectpen BCTpsixHymna rojioBoil, 4To0bl M30aBUThCA OT OoOpa3a TIOPbMBI U cBoero orua. OHa
CMOTpEJia B OKHO OTHOM M3 KOMHAT CBOMX MTOKOEB, KOTOPBIC HAXOIUIINCHh BBICOKO HaJl BHYTPEHHUM
aBOpoM 3amMKa. OKHO BBIXOAMJIO Ha OAIHIO y TOIBEMHOTO MOCTA, 0 KOTOPOMY BO JIBOPET] JOKHBI
ObUTH BBHE3KATh TOCTH.

Jlaponsto KecTpesn crepina co cTeksia MOpo3HbIe y30pbl. BopoTa GaiHu ObUTH 3aKPHITHL

«OT1olIM OT OKHA», — YyCIblIlIajia OHA MTPUKA3 CBOETO OTIIA.

Kectpen octanacek cTosiTh Ha cBoeM MecTe. CTEKJI0 Havyallo 3aTyMaHUBAThCA.

«Crnosa "Het" He cymecTByeT, Kectpein. Ects Tonbko "ma"».

Yepes3 OKHO CHOBA HUYETO HE ObUIO BUIHO.

Kectpen oromwia ot Hero. CMOTpeTh BCE paBHO OBLIO HE HA YTO.

%k sk sk

JIHY 1IUTH OJIWH 32 IPYTUM.

[Ipu nBope ycTpouiu npejactrasieHue. BricTynan neBer-repaner]. Ero roysoc ObUl HEMIOXUM,
Ho Gosee Beicokum, yeM y Apuna. boiiee TonkuM. Kectpen pazoznuiachk, ciiyias, Kak ToOJI0C 3TOIC
HEU3BECTHOIO MYXYWHBI CKPHUIIEN, MbITASICh BBIMTH 3a TPAHUIBl JOCTYITHOTO €MY PErucTpa.
Menoaust Obiia MI0X0M, MUCKIISIBOW. B Hell He 3Bydalio HM Kalljid CHJIbI Tojoca AprHa, HU Karliu
€ro rpauo3HON YIPyrocTH.

Kectpen TuarensHO oOeperasia BOCIOMHUHAaHHE O TecHe ApuHa. Ta TecHs Jexalia B ee
cepaie, Oynro MenoBblii Oanb3aM. [lo Mepe Toro kak mpeacTaBiIeHUE MpoAokanoch, Kecrpen
Hayasla OECIOKOUTHCSA, YTO MY3bIKa, KOTOPYIO OHa CIBIIMT ceidyac, 3aiiMeT B €€ Jylle MEeCTO
BOCIIOMUHAaHUs O TecHe ApuHa. OH OoJbllle HUKOTJA HE OylaeT g Hee meTh. UTo, eclii OHa



YTPaTUT JaK€ MaMsATh O TOM, KaK OJHaXbl OH cries Ui Hee? OHa omyCTWiIa pyKH BIOJb CBOETO
Kpecia ¥ KpEemnKo c)Kajla uX B KyJaKu.

HakoHeny mnpexacraBieHue 3aKOHYWIOCH. 3PUTENIM BCTPETHIIM MOJIYAHME IIEBLIA CBOMM
coOCcTBeHHbIM. HUKTO HE cTan amiogupoBaTh: HE MOTOMY, UYTO KaXKIbIi CyMell OLIEHUTh JTypHOE
KayeCTBO MY3bIKH; IIPOCTO HE OBLUIO CMBICHA alJOAUpPOBaTh paly, MyCTh Ja)ke OH OOJbIIEe UM HE
apisics. A KecTpei, koTopast HI Ha MUHYTY HE 3a0bIBajia, YTO 3TOT MY)KUWHA COOOH MpEeCTaBISAET
Y 4Ero eMy He JIOCTAaeT, TAKKE aluIoUpOBaTh HE cOOMpanach.

%k sk sk

C coOCTBEHHBIMU 3aHATHUSAMM MY3BIKOH y HE€ JeN0 ToXe He 1wio. Posuib mpuHOCHI coBCceM
MaJjo YCIIOKOEHHs, Ja M TO, YTO OH MPUHOCHJ, Kazajloch JIOxkblo. KecTtpen Hayana nzoOperarb
HEYTO, YTO CUMTAJIa UMIPOBU3ALIUEH, CTapasICh ClIeNaTh MEJIOANIO KaK MOKHO 0oJiee CIOKHOU. A
3aT€M HOTBI CTAJIU TOJIKAThCSA, CKUMATHCA U OCTABIIATH I1ay3bl, KOTOPHIE OHA HE MOIJIA 3aIl0JHUTh.

Ee menoaus He Obuia ummpoBu3auend. UMopoBu3auum — yaes coaucToB. To, 4To counHsIa
OHAa, 0Ka3aJ0Ch yDTOM.

Bepnee, HE Ty2TOM... A NUIIL OAHOU €T0 MOJIOBUHOU.

KecTpen omycTniia KppIlKy Ha KJIABUIIN.

% ok Xk

Omna u3o0pena takyro Bepcuto «Kibika n XKanay», B KOTOpYIO Moria Urparb B onuHOUKY. OHa
Hayvaljila COpeBHOBAThCS ¢ npuspakoM. C camoit codoii. CKiIaauinile — CTONKa KapTOYeK Ha CTOoJeE,
OTKyAa WI'POKM HaOupaiu CBOIO KOMOWHAaIWIO, — IIOCTENEHHO YMEHBLIAJOCh, a 3aTe€M BCE
KapTOYKM OKa3aJuCh Ha CTOJIE JIMLIEBOM CTOPOHOU BBEPX, OyATO HEKas OKOHYATEIbHAs HMCTHUHA,
KOTOpYIO el clieioBaio Obl oco3Harh. Turp ockammi 3yOwl. [layk mien cBoro mayTuHY. MBIIb,
pbi0a-KaMeHb, ra/ifoka, oca... BHe3anmHo YepHble TPaBUPOBKM HA KAPTOYKAX M3 CIOHOBOM KOCTH
CTaJIM HEBEPOSTHO YETKUMHU, a 3aT€M PaCILIbUIMCH M0 B3IsioM KecTpern.

Kectpen nepeMeiniaia KapTOuKy 1M Hayaja cHavaja.

* %k Xk

Ona npuniacuiia Ha 6an J[)kecc. B mucbMe oHa modTH ymoJisiia oapyry npuexarb. Ipuimnio
OTBeTHOE MUCHMO JI)Kecc: OHa TMpueneT, pazyMeeTcs, oHa mpuenaeT. OHa moooOemmana OCTaThCs C
Kectpen mo meHbineit mepe Ha Henemto. KecTpen omrytumna yxacHoe obierdyeHue.

Ho senanonro.

%k %k Xk

Kectpen mocemnana yaenuTusi ¢ JOYEPHbMU M CHIHOBBSIMU BBICOKOIIOCTABICHHBIX O(QUIIEPOB.
OnHa ena kaHare, clelaHHbIE HA MOJHOM OelioM XjieOe, KOTOphId ObLI OTBPATUTENICH Ha BKYC,
MOTOMY YTO pajJid IIBETa B HErO J00aBIsUIM TOMYeHBbIM Men. Kectpen mpuTBopsuiack mepej camoi
co00M, 4TO Cyx0€ OIIYIIIEHUE B TOpJi€ MOJHOCTHIO 3aBUCENIO OT XJie0a U HE MMEJIO HUYETO OOIIero
CO BC€ PacTylUMM YyBCTBOM pa30ouapOBaHUs MO MOBOMY TOr0, YTO APHUH J0 CUX IOp HE SBHUJICS,
XOTSI IHU 1IUTH CBOUM YEPEJIOM.
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B nocneanee yrpo nepes 6ajioM, Korja JBOPIIOBbIE HAOIIOAATENN 3a MOTOAOW MpeacKa3aiu
coOuparollyocsi B ropax Oypro, koTopas mepekpoeT mpoxoa B l'epan eme no 3akara, Kecrtpen
CTOsUIa Ha CKaMeedKke /s NMPUMEPKH, a MOPTHUXA NpHUKaiblBajga OylaBKaMu K €€ OalbHOMY
IJIATHIO MOJIOCY CEPEOPUCTOrO KPYyXKeEBa.

OTO OBUIM 3aKIIOUMTENbHBIE IITpUXH. KecTpen omyctuna B3ISA HAa CTPYSIIMECS KacKaaoM
TkaHu. [lBeT caTWHOBOW OCHOBBI OBLT HEMOCTOSAHEH. MHOTJa OH HAMOMHUHAN >KEeMYYXKHHY,
M3BJICYEHHYIO U3 PAKOBHHBI. A 3areM MaJarolMil U3 OKHA CBET TYCKHEN, U IJIAaThe€ CTAHOBHJIOCH
TEMHBIM, HQUMHAJIO UTPATh TEHIMU.

Kectpen ycTana oT JOATHX YacOB CTOSIHUSI Ha CKaMee4Kke MOPTHUXU U MbITajach AymMarb 000
BCEX TEX B3MIsAAaX, KOTOPBIE BCTPETAT €€, KOrJia OHa BoiAeT B OanbHyto 3aiy. O CIUIETHSIX, KOTOPhIE
KPY)KWJIUCh MO JIBOPIYy, HACYET JAETaleil CTOJIb HECYIIECTBEHHBIX, KaK €€ BbIOOp muiarbs. OHa
cibllana, 4YTo Ha 3TO Jedald CTaBKU. Llenble cOCTOSHUS MOIIM OBITh BBIMTPAHBI HJIM YTEPSHBI B
3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, YTO OHA HAaJIeBaJIa.

KecTpen noansina B3MIA OT IUIAThsl U OOpaTUIIa €r0 Ha TSHKEJbIe CHEXXHBIE 00J1aKa, KOTOPhIE
cobupanuch B HeOe. OHa cMOTpelia Tak, OyATO OKHO CTaJIO €€ €IMHCTBEHHBIM BBIXOIOM, a KaXKJ0€
00J1aKk0 ObLI0O KAMHEM, KOTOPBIMH €€ MBITAJIUCH 3aMYPOBaTh B KOMHATE.

[TopTHuxa Obuta repankoil. OHa ObUIa OCBOOOXKI€HA BMECTE C OCTaJIbHBIM CBOMM HApOJIIOM,
KOT/Ia UMIIEpATOp M3/1ajl MOYTH JBa Mecsla Ha3al cBou yka3. [louemy Jlenus ocranach B CTOMIE,
BMECTO TOro 4troObl BepHyThcs B ['epan, Kectpen He 3nana. OHa He cnpamnmBana, a cama [lenus
3aroBapuBaja penko. B 3TOT AeHb OHAa TOXE€ HUYEro HE TOBOpUJA, & MOJYAJIMBO U C SIBHBIM
MacTepCTBOM NpHUKalblBajda KpykeBo. OAHAKO OAMH pa3 €€ cepble Ila3a METHYIUCh BBEPX U
nocmotpenu Ha Kecrpen.

B Tom, kak oHU 3anepkanuch Ha ee nuue, Kectpen yBuaena HECOMHEHHOE JHOOOIBITCTBO.
OXuaHuE YEro-To, 3aMeIaTeIbCTBO.

— Jlenus, B ueM ne10?

— BbI He capnmanu?

— O uem?

Jlenus ctana pacnpaBisiTh IOAOM MIIATHS.

— IIpu6sin npeacraButens ['epana.

— Yro?

— OH npuObLT ceroaHs YTpoM Ha Jiomaau. [Ipoexan yepes3 mepeBai B MOCIECIHUI MOMEHT.

— CHHMMH C MEHS 3TO TJIaTheE.

— Ho g He 3aKoHYMIIa, MUJIETN.

— CHumai.

— Bcero HeckobKo...

Kectpen crmycTuna ¢ mied mareputo, He oOpallias BHUMaHUs Ha TUXUW BCKPUK Jleauu, yKoJbl
OyllaBOK, 3BOH, C KOTOpPbIM OHHM pa3JIETENIMCh MO KaMeHHOMYy mnoily. OHa mepecTynuia uepes
nJaThe, HaJleJa CBOK OOBIYHYIO OJCK/IY U MOCTIEIIIa MPOYhb U3 KOMHATHI.
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OH X7an1 B MPUEMHOM 3aJie — €T0o OAMHOKas (urypa Mmo4TH Tepsutach MOCPEAN OTPOMHOTO
MOMEIIEHUSI CO CBOMYAThIM IMMOTOJKOM. IIpeacraButens ['epana OBLT TOXKHUIIBIM, XyIOBAaThIM
MY>KYHMHOH, TSDKEJIO OMTUPABIIMMCS Ha TPOCTh JIJIsI XObOBI.

Kectpen cnoTkHynach W Tenepb Hayajga mnpuoimxarbcs wmeniaeHHee. OHa HEBOJIBHO
3arfisjibIBajia CTapyKy 3a IJIeu0, BRIcMaTpuBasi ApuHa.

Ero 31eck He ObLIO.

— S myman, yto Banopuanckas ummnepusi yxe n30aBuiach OT BapBapCKUX MEPEKUTKOB, —
CyXO IIPOU3HEC TOCTh.

— Yt0? — nepecnpocuiia Kectper.

— Ha Bac HeT 00yBH.

KecTpen omyctuna B3MIAI U TOJIBKO TEIEPh OCO3HAJA, YTO CTYMHSIM €€ HOT XOJIOJHO: KOTJa
OHa TMOKHHYJIa CBOIO rapAepoOHYI0 U Opocuiiach Oexarh Yepe3 BeCh JIBOpELl, TO 3a0bUia O caMOM
cyliecTBOBaHMU 00yBU. 1o myTu croma ee Mor yBUAETh KTO yrogaHo. Ha Hee yxe To4HO oOparuiu
BHUMAaHUE BAJIOPUAHCKUE CTPAXKHUKH, CTOSIBIIME 10 OOKaM OT BXOJla B IPUEMHBIN 3al.

— KTo0 BBI? — TpeboBaTenbpHO crpocuia Kecrpen.

— TeHcen, munuctp 3emiienenus ['epana.

— A ry6epnatop? I'ne on?

— OH He npuexal.

— He... — Kectpen npuxana nafgonb ko j0y. — Mmneparop ornpaBun npuriamnienue. Ha
oduimagIbHOe MeponpusiTre. A ApUH OTKa3bIBACTCS SBUTHCS?

Ciiou ee ApoCTH HAKJIAAbIBAJIUCh JIPYr HA JApyra, NoJo0HO Marepuu OanbHOro rarbi. OHa
3JIMJIaCh Ha ApUHA, HA TO, KAK OH COBEPIIMJI MOJIUTUYECKOE CaMOyOUCTRO.

Omna 31uiack 1 Ha cebs. Ha cBom Oochle HOTH, KOTOpBIC SBISJIUCH J10KA3aTeIbCTBOM TOJIOM,
HENPEKJIOHHOM, XOJOIHOW MCTHHBI: B HEH XKWJIa HAJEKJa, HYXJa YBUIETh KOTO-TO, KOI'O OHa
TOJDKHA 3a0BITh.

ApuH HE puexan.

— Sl mocTosIHHO JIOBIIO Ha ce0e ATOT pa30yapoBaHHBINA B3MIISII, — JKU3HEPATOCTHO MPOU3HEC
Tencen. — HukTo 1 HUKOTIa HE paJi BCTpEeUe C MUHUCTPOM 3EMJICICIIHS.

Hakonen Kectpen cocpenorounnack Ha ero julie. Ero MmopumHucTas Koxa Obljla TEMHEE, 4YeM
y HEe, a 32 HEOOJIBIIIMMHU 3€JICHBIMU TJIa3aMU CKPBIBAJICS YM.

— Bp1 nanucanu mue nuceMo. — CioBa KecTpen nmpo3Byyanu HarsiHyTo. — Bwl roBopuin,
YTO HAM MHOT'0€ HY)KHO OOCYJIUTh.

— O, ma. — TeHcen HeOpeKHO MaxHYIT pykoi. CBET JTaMIT OTpa3uiCsA OT MPOCTOrO 30JI0TOTO
KOJIbIIa Y HEro Ha majblie. — HaMm HyxHO moroBoputh 00 ypoxae medHoro opexa. Ho moszxe. —
Ero B3misim MEeIEHHO MEPEMECTHIICS Ha BAJIOPUAHCKUX COJIJIAT, KOTOPBIE CTOSUIM MO MEPUMETPY
3aJia, a 3aTeM OH BcTpeTuiicsa mazamu ¢ Kectpen. — Baiiia npoHHIIaTeIbHOCTh MOTIIa ObI TTOMOYb
MHE B HEKOTOPBIX BOIpocax, kacatoumxcs ['epana. Ho s crapuk, Musieau, U J0Jroe MyTeliecTBUE
BEPXOM HE MOILUI0 MHE Ha moib3y. [lonararo, MHE HYXHO HEMHOIO OTJIOXHYTh, YEJUHUBIIUCH B
CBOUX MOKOsX. BO3M0HO, BBl MOTJIM OBbI ITOKA3aTh MHE, TJI€ OHU HAXOATCS?

Kectpen monumaia, Ha 4To oH HamekaeT. OHa HE MPOITYCTUJIA TOTO, KAK OH JIaJl €M 3HaTh O
CBOEM TIOJIO3PEHMH, YTO MX MOJCIYIIMBAIOT, KAK W HE OCTajach IyXa K €ro 3aByaJIMPOBAHHOMY
MPEITI0KEHUIO TTIOTOBOPUTH 00JIee CIIOKOMHO B €ro ToCTeBhIX KOMHaTax. Ho oHa criioTHyna 6076 B



ropJje U cKa3aja TOJbKO:

— Bam nyts croia ObuT TsKEN?

— Jla.

— A CHEr — OH YK€ HayaJj nmajaTtb?

— Jla, Mmunenu.

— T'opHbiii nepeBan OyaeT 3a0J0KUPOBaH.

— Jla, — Msrko oTBeTua TeHCEH, HO OH CIHMIIKOM XOpoIo Bce nonuMai. Kectpen Obuia
YBEPEHA, YTO OH YCJBIIAI Ty Y)KAaCHYIO HOTKY B €€ TOJI0C€, W y3Hall B HE NMPU3HAK TOTO, 4YTO
JIEBYIIIKA CPAXKAETCA C MOJICTYNUBIIMMHU cie3amMu. — Kak 1 0Kn1anock, — 100aBUIT OH.

Ho ona-to »Ttoro He oxupmana. OX, 3Ta IIynas, >K€CTOKas HAJEKIa — 3a4eM HaJEAThCS
YBUAETH KOTO-TO, CBA3b C KEM YK€ yrpaueHa? Kakoil B 3TOM CMBbICH?

Huxkaxkoro.

OueBuHO, ApUH TOXE 3TO MoHUMaI. [Tonnman nydie, yemM Kectpel, moTOMy 4TO MHA4YE €ra
HaJIeXk/1a 110 CBOEH cuJie paBHsUIACh Obl €€ M BhIHYAWJIAa OBl €ro Mpuexarh.

Kectpen 3actaBuina ce0si BEITPAMUTHCA.

— BbI cMokeTe HallTU CBOM MOKOM camMu, MUHUCTp TeHceH. Y MeHs ecTh 0oJiee Ba)KHBIE
nena.

OHa pemmTeapbHBIM IIATOM BBIIUIA W3 3aja. MpamMOpHBIM MOJI C MNPOXKHIKAMU Kazalcs el
JeASHBIM, OH OyATO MpPEBpaTUIICA B 3aMmep3llee 03epo C TpeumHamu, Ha KoTopbie KecTpen He
oOpairaina BHUMaHUA.

OHa CIIOKOMHO 1U1a TPOYb.

Eit 6b110 BCe paBHO.

* %k Xk

Jl>xecc momnpaBuiia 6anpHOE 1atke Kectpen, orctynuna Ha3aa, HaKJIOHHWIA TOJIOBY Ha OOK U
oOpaTuia Ha MOAPYry MPUCTATBHBIN B3TJIS.

— To1 BonmHyenbes, — ckazana Jlkecc, — BepHO? Y TeOst HAMPsHKEHHOE JIUIIO.

— 41 tioxo cnana 3ToM HOYBIO.

OTto Obulo mpaBaou. Kecrpen mompocuna Jlkecc mpuexarb K HEH U3 €€ CTOJMYHOTO J0Ma
MOpaHbllie U MPOBECTH HOYBL mepes; 0amoM B cBOMX Mokosix. OHM crajdu Ha OAHOM KpPOBaTH, Kak
uHorna nenanu B I'epane, korga ObUTM MaJICHBKUMM JEBOYKAMH, M Pa3roBapuBalid JI0 TEX IOP,
IOKA B JIAMIIE HE 3aKOHYUIIOCH MACJIO.

— To1 xpanena, — no6asuna Kecrpen.

— Hemnpagna.

— IIpaBga. 1 Tak TpOMKO, 4TO JIFOJM B MOMX CHaX KAJIOBAJIUCH.

Jl>xecc paccmesinach, 1 Kectpen oOpanoBaiach ycrnexy cBOed MajieHbKOW mrymou Joku. Cmex
cMsTun auio Jlecc, 3anoaHuI Bnaiable meku. OTBe BHUMAHUE OT TEMHBIX KPYTOB IO KapuMU
ma3zamu. C Tex cambIX Mop, kak J[xecc OblUia OoTpaBieHa B HOYb ['€paHCKOro BOCCTaHUSA, OHa
BCET/IA BBITJISAIEIa HEXOPOLIO.

— V MeHs ecTh Koe-4To s Te0st. — J[»kecc OTKphiIa CBOM TOPOMKHBIN CYHIYyJOK M BBIHYJIA
u3 Hero OapxaTHbI cBepTOK. — [lomapok B yecTh MOMONBKH. — J[)Kecc cTana ero pa3BopayuBarh.
— ] cnenaina ero s Teos.

B Oapxare nexayno oxepenbe M3 IIBETOB, HAHWU3aHHBIX Ha YEpPHYIO JieHTY. bombime
PACKPBIBIIMECS JICTIECTKH, ClIeJIaHHBIE U3 OTIUTM(OBAHHBIX KYCOUYKOB SIHTAPHOTO CTEKJIa, 1 TOHKHUE



3aBUTKH CcTeOenpbkoB. HecMoTpss Ha mNpuUIIyIIeHHBIE I[BeTa, Ojaromapsi cBoed (opme LBETKH
Ka3aJIMCh MMOYTHU HACTOAILIMMHU.

JI>xecc 3aBa3ana JeHTY BOKpyr men Kectpen. 3BSIKHYB Apyr O Jipyra, UBETKH 3aHSJIA CBOE
MecCTO Ha Nude ee miaThsl.

— Omno npekpacHo, — cka3zana Kecrtpen.

JIxecc ronpaBuiia 0Kepebe.

— ] noHnMaro, MoYEeMy Thl BOJHYEIIbCS.

Ilepe3BoH 11BeTKOB cTHX. KecTpeln nmoHsia, 4To 3a1epKUBAET AbIXaHHUE.

— 41 He poypkHA 3TOro roBopuTh. — KX masa BecTpeTunucs. [[xkecc, He Muras, yCTpeMuJIa Ha
KecTtpen tsoxénbiii B3, — S HEHaBUXKY TO, UTO ThI BBIXOAUIIL 3aMYX 34 WIECHA UMIIEPATOPCKOU
ceMbl. HeHaBuXy TO, 4TO IPSIMO M3 3TOM KOMHATHI Thl TONJEIIH Ha Oall B 4ECTh CBOEH MOMOJIBKH.
Tw1 moikHA ObLIA cTaTh MO cecTpoit! Trl goimKHa OblIa cTaTh )keHol Ponana!

Kectpen ne Bunena Ponana ¢ Houn IlepBo3umHero Bocctanus. OHa nucana mucbMa, KOTOPhIE
caMma e W CXKUTaa.

OHa oTnpaBuiia eMy npuniaiieHue ko ABopy. OHo ObuTo npourHopupoBano. OH ObUT ceiiuac B
ropoje, 1o ciaoBam Jxkecc. OH cBs3ajics ¢ MI0XoM KoMmmaHuei. 3areM J[»ecc MI0THO cxkajla Tyobl
U He ckazana Oonbiie HU cinoBa. A Kectpen, kotopast nobuna PoHana Tak CHIIBHO, KaK TOJIBKO
MOTJIa, HE OCMEJHUJIACh CIIPOCUTH O HEM.

Kectpen meaineHHo npousHecna:

— S yxe roopuna Tebe. Mmmeparop mpemasioxun MHe Opak ¢ ero chlHOM. I He Moria
OTKa3aThCsl.

— He morna? Kaxplii 3HaeT, kak Thl 0Opynmia Ha ['epan rHeB umnepckoit apmuu. Thl Moria
OBl IOMPOCUTH UMIIEPATOPA O YEM YTOAHO!

Kectpen monuana.

— ThI IPOCTO HE XOTEJNA OTKA3BIBATHCA, — Mpoaopkana J[xecc. — Trl HUKOTIA HE Aeaeiilb
TOT0, YETO JIEJIaTh HE XO4Ellb.

— D10 nonutudeckuit Opak. Paau Onara ummnepuu.

— Ilouemy e ThI pelmiia, YT0O UMEHHO Thl HAaMOOJee yIauHbIA BHIOOD?

KecTpen Hukorma panblie He BUeNa B I1a3ax />kecc Takyro oouay. OHa THXO cKa3zaja:

— PonaH B J1t000M ciiyyae ceiiyac He 3aX04eT MEHS JIaXKe BUJCTb.

— Bepno. — Kaszasnocs, J[»)kecc packasiiach B CBOMX CJIOBax, a 3aTEM U B CAMOM packasHuu. B
€€ rojoce Mo-mpexkHeMy 3Bydand KaMeHb. — Sl pajia, 4Tto ero cerofHs 3nech He OyneT. Kak mor
UMIIEpaTop NPUTIACUTh Ha Oaj repanieB?

— Tonwsko ogHoro. OHOTrO TepaHIia.

— DTO OTBPATUTEIBHO.

— Onu 6oJb11Ie HE padsl, J>kecc, a CBOOOAHbBIE YWICHBI UMIIEPHH.

— 3Ha4YuT, MBI HarpaxjaaeMm youiil cBoOOmoN? DTU MOBCTaHIIbI yOMBaM BajopuaHiieB. OHU
yOuBaJIM HallMX Apy3ei. Sl HeHaBMIKY UMIIEpaToOpa 3a €ro yKas.

OT0 OBUIM OIMACHBIE CIIOBA.

— JIxecc...

— Omn He 3HaeT. OH He BHUEJ, Ha KaKU€ JUKOCTH CIIOCOOHBI paObl. A s Buaena. M Tel. DTo1
TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIN TyOepHATOP JAepKasl TeOs B KAUeCTBE UTPYILKHU. ..

— 51 He x04y 00 3TOM TOBOPHUTH.

JIxecc omycThiia B3MIsiA U Haxmypuiachk. OHa TUXO cKa3zaja:

— TsI HUKOT 72 00 STOM HE TOBOPHIIIb.



%k sk ok

Kectpen crosina pspoM ¢ BepekcoM 3a 3akpbIThIMHU JABEpSAMH OalbHOrO 3ajia, Ciylas, Kak
NepeKaTbIBalOTCSl BOJHBI rojloca uMmIieparopa. JleBylka He mMomia pa3o0parh CIOB, HO OIIyIajia
yBEpeHHBIN puTM. IMmiepaTop ObLI yMEIbIM OPaTOPOM.

Bepekc cTos1 ¢ OmylieHHON ToJIOBOM, 3aCyHYB pyKH B KapMmaHbl. OH ObUT OZI€T B NapagHyIo
BOCHHYIO (DOPMY: BECh B UEPHOM, C 30JI0TOM OKAaHTOBKOW, KOTOpasi MOBTOPSIIA IIBETOM OJIECTSIIIYIO
rOpU30HTANIbHYIO JIMHUIO Ha 10y KecTpen. VX ykpalieHHbIe AparoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMU KUHXKaJIbl Ha
MosIce TTOIXOAMIN Ipyr K Apyry. MMneparop makonen npenogHec Kectpen oOemanHblil KHHXKal, U
TOT JAEUCTBUTENIBHO OBLI MPEKPACEeH — yCesiH OpuJUIMaHTaMH M 3aTo4eH, Kak OputBa. Ho oH ObL1
CIIMIIKOM TSDKEJIBIM U OTTSATHBAJl PEMEHB Ha IMOSICE.

Kectpen He moma m0XIOarbCs, KOTAA HMMIIEPATOpP 3aKOHYUT CBOK pedb. Ee kemynok
MMOJHUMAJICA U OIaJaJl BMECTE CO 3ByKamu ero ronoca. Horru Kectpein Bnunuch B J1aloHH.

Bepexkc mapkHyn HOToH 10 IOJy.

Kectpen mnpourHopupoBasia €ro M IPUKOCHYIACh K CTEKJSIHHOMY JIENIECTKY Ha CBOEM
oxkepenbe. OH Ka3ancs TaKUM XPYIKHM.

Nmneparop 3amonyan. JBepu pacraxHynuch.

Bce »T0 HamoMuHano BHJAECHME: pas3oAeTas BO BCEBO3MOJXKHBIE I[BETa TOJIIIA, JKap,
arIoAMCMEHTHI, haHdaphbl.

A 3areM rpoXOT MY3bIKM CTHX, IOTOMY YTO HMIIEparop CHOBa Hayaj TOBOPUTH, a MOTOM,
JOJKHO OBITh, OH 3aMoOj4all, Tak kKak KecTpen ycmena ycibpliarh MTHOBEHHE MOJHOW THUIIMHBI,
repea TeM Kak Bepekc nolenosain ee.

Ero ryOb1 Obutn cyxumu. BexxiiuBbIMU.

Omna 3Hala, 4TO 3TO JIOJKHO MPOU30UTH — BCe OBLJIO pacCIMCaHO 3apaHee, — U NOCTapalach B
TOT MHI OTCTPAHHUTBCS OT camMoil cebd kak MOXHO Janbiie. Ho ee pa3ym He MOr BEYHO
HaxonuThes B crsiuke. OH MpHUKas3ai el ocTaBaThCsl HA MECTe, He yOerarb, I0OTOMY YTO BCe ObLIO HE
TaK IUIOXO: MOIENyHd ObUI BCEro JMIb MYyCTOW OOOJIOUKOM, Ma3KOM Ha YHMCTOM JIMCTE OyMmarw.
Onnako Kectpen Oblia MOJHOCTHIO B CO3HAHUU U y3HAJa BKYC CBOEH JIKHU.

— Ilpoctn, — THXO cKa3zanm Bepekc, OTCTpaHMBHIMCH. A 3aT€EM OHHM NIE€PBBIMU Hadalv
TaHLEBATh.

[Tocne momenys Kectpen Oynro onemena. CHadana cioBa Bepekca He monydusnu B ee
CO3HAHUM HUKAKOro OTBETA. A KOIZIa OHAa HAaKOHEI MOHsUIA, YTO OH CKa3all, TO €l MOKa3aJloCh,
OynTo 9TO ee cloBa, OyATO 3TO OHA MPOCUJIA MPOILICHHS Yy CBOEH MPEKHEH CYIIHOCTH, Yy TOM,
kotopas npenaina Apuna. «IIpoctu», — roBopuina oHa cebe. «MHe *kajiby, — IMOBTOpsIa OHA.
Kectpen mymana, 4To 3HaeT, 4ero CTOWJI €l ee BBIOOpP, OJHAKO, KOTJa MPHUHII MOIEI0Ball €€, OHa
SBCTBEHHO OCO3HAaJa, 4TO Oy/AET paciiauuBaThCs JO KOHIIA CBOUX JTHEH.

— Kecrtpen?

— IIpoctn, — mnosropuna Kectpen, kpyxacs ¢ Bepekcom mo 3amy. IlpunHn He oOnaman
IIPUPOIHBIM JTapOM K TaHIaM, HO JBUTAJICSA CHOCHO, CJIOBHO €T0O YYUTENIb TAHLEB IMPUXOAUI Ha
3aHSTUSL, BOOPYKEHHBIN PO3TOM.

— Mmue Her mnpoueHus, — mnpousHec Bepekc. — Ilo3TOMy Tbl BBIVISIWIIL TaKOU
HECYACTHOMU?

KecTpen pa3risapiBaiia OKAHTOBKY €r0 KaM30J1a.

Bepekc ckaszair:



— B03MOXHO, €CTh €11e 0/1Ha MPUYKNHA, TOYEMY Thl HAMEPEHA BBIMTH 32 MEHS 3aMYX.

CMBIUKH CKpHUITa4el OMYCTUIUCh U T€NEPb KacaauCh CTPYH TOJIBKO CAMBIM KOHUUKOM.

— Moii oter] uMeeT Haja TOOOH KaKyr-TO BJIacTh, — MporoBopu Bepekc.

KecTpen nmonHsina miasa, a 3aTeM CHOBa MX OTBeJIa. Bepekc mpukan ux COeJMHEHHBIE PYKH K
cBoei rpyau. Tosna Hayasna nepenenThIBaThCA U B3AbIXATh.

ITpuHIL MOXKaN 1IeYamu.

— TakoB Moit oterr. Ho ueMm TakuM oH oOJiazaer...

— Bepekc, Heyxkenn s Takas 1oxasi HeBecTa?

OH ciierka ynbIOHYyCs. TaHel MoaX0Aua K KOHITY.

— BosBce HeT.

— Torma naBaii JOTOBOPUMCS, YTO ITOCTAPAEMC HUYETO HE UCIOPTUTH, — cKazaina Kecrpern.

Bepekc noknonwicsa, u Kectpen eme He ycmesia MOHATh, O3HAYaJl €ro MOKJIOH «J1a» WIIH
«HET», WJIM OH MPOCTO TaKUM O0pPa30M 3aKOHYMJI TaHEIl, KOTJa BIOXKWII €€ JIaJJoHb B PYKY OIHOTO
W3 CEHATOpPOB. 3aTeM ObLI €Ille OJIMH TaHEI] C eIlle OJJHUM CEHAaTOpoM, a moToM KecTpen okaszanach
B PyKax MUHUCTpPA (PUHAHCOB.

[Tocme 3TOTO NMUIIA U TUTYIBI IEPECTATN UMETh 3HAYCHUE.

B kxoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa CHENHAILHO INAarHyla HE TyAa, YTOOBI KTO-HUOYIb HACTYIMHJI €H Ha
Hory. Kectpen ycrokousaa CBOETo MPUIICAIIETO B Y)KaC U3BUHSIIONICTOCS MapTHEPA, HO B3MOJIMJIACH
00 OTJBIXE U, CIICIIUAIIBHO MPUXpaMbIBasi, OTOIIA B TOT yroJl, TJI€ UTPajid B HACTOJIbHBIC UTPHI.

JleByika BbIOpajia MO30J0YEHHOE KPECI0, KOTOPOE CTOSJIO OTIEIRHO OT OCTaJbHBIX, HO
3HaJa, YTO CKOPO KTO-HUOY/Ib MOACSAIET K HEH U €M MpUIeTCs BeCTU Oeceny U Yabl0aThes, oKa He
CBeeT IICKU.

Eii He cromno OecrokouThCcs. Bce B3MIsiABI ObUTM TPUKOBAHBI K HACIEIHOMY IMPHUHILY,
KOTOpBIM cuaen 3a cToiaoM g urpel B «llorpanuuynbie  3eMuinm», COPEBHYICHh C
BBICOKOITIOCTABJICHHBIM JIEUTEHAHTOM TOPOJCKON CTPaXKH.

Urpa na Kk ToMy, 4TOOBI 3aKOHUUTRLCS IS IPUHIIA YHU3UTEIbHBIM TTopakeHueM. JlerTeHaHnT
y)Ke 3aXBaTWJ MHOTHE KitodeBble Qurypbl Bepekca u BeicTpous ux B psia. ['enepan Bepekca Obut
OTpE3aH OT CBOET0 BOMCKA M OKPY)KEH BOMCKOM JieliTeHaHTa. MpaMopHble GUTYPKH MPOKJIaIbIBAIH
CBOM TPOIIbI, cCOpachiBasi IPyr Apyra ¢ JOCKH.

Bepekc momnsin maza u Berperwica B3nsiAoM ¢ Kectpen. OH akKypaTHO JOTPOHYIICS
MMaJIBIIEM JI0 CBOETO 3€JICHOI0 MEXOTHHIIA.

D10 OblUIa Bcero juiib urpa. Kakas pasHuia, eciu Bepekc cienaeT HENpaBUIIBbHBIM X0 U
npourpaet?

Onnako Kectpen momymana 06 AprHe, KOTOPBIA HE OTBETHJI Ha MPUITIAIIICHUE UMIIepaTopa, U
3a7aJ1aCh BOIIPOCOM, YET0 3TO OyJIET €My CTOUTD.

Ona 3agymaiack 0 BO3MOKHOCTH Tiepemupusi ¢ Bepekcom.

VnepxxuBas B3I TpuHIla, KecTpen mokadaia rojoBo — 3TO OBUIO €/1Ba YJIOBHMOE
JIBUKEHUE, BCETO JIMIIb HAKJIOH MOJI00pOJIKa B CTOPOHY.

[TpuHIl yOpasi pyKy OT IEXOTHHIIA U OITYCTHJI €€ Ha KaBaJIEPUCTA.

JBymsa naneiiamMu Kectpen cMaxHyna ¢ miarbsd HEBUAUMYIO MYIIMHKY, CJIETKa B3MaxHYB PYKOU
BIIEpEI.

Bepekc nepeaBrHyI KaBaJIepucTa Ha JIBE KJIETKH BIIEPEI.

Tak ¥ mpomoOIKAIOCh 0 TEX MOP, MOKA C JUIA JICUTEHAHTAa HE HUCYE3JI0 CaMOIOBOJIBCTBO.
Apmus Bepekca HacTymaia v coBepinaia KJitodeBble YOuicTBa. Bepekc B3MISHYI Ha CBOETO OTIIA,
KOTOPBIN MOSABUJICA C Kparo Tojmbl. Korma miasa mpuHIla, CBEPKAIOIMe HOBOM HAJIEKA0M, CHOBA



obOparmmchk k Kectpen, ona He cmomia oTBecT B3mIAA. OHa MoYa JaBajia eMy COBETHI [IpuHIl
IOJIB30BAJICS] UMM.

A 3aTeM 3eneHbIi TeHepall ONMPOKUHYJ KPaCHOTO.

Tonma B3peBena, MO3APaBIsAs CBOETO MPUHIA. MSTKO MEPEKATHIBAACH C MATKA HA HOCOK,
UMIIEpATOP CKPECTUII pyKH Ha rpyau. C JII0O0O0MBITCTBOM Ha JIMIE OH HE OTPBIBAJ B3TJISA] OT ChIHA.

Ho ocyxnenus ero JIMIo HE BbIPAXKAJO.

KecTpen ycnbimana, kak Bepekc oTkaszaincs celrparh €iie napTuro. Teneps, Korga CleKTaKIb
3aKOHYMJICS, BHUMAHUE TOJIbI JOJKHO OBLIO BCKOPE MEPEKIIOUUTHCS HA HEe. 3a IPYTUM CTOJIOM
noOIM30CcTH Takxke Iuia naptusi «llorpaHuuHbIX 3eMelby) MEXIy JI04epbhlo ceHaropa u Puiei,
BOCTOYHOM MPHUHIIECCOM, MOXUILNCHHON elle peOEHKOM M BOCIHUTAaHHOW MPHU JBOPE B Ka4yecTBE
n30anoBaHHON 3alokHUIEL. KecTpen oxkuaana, 9yTo Puima okaxeTcs XOpOoIMM HIPOKOM, HO IO
YBUJICHHOMY JI€BYyIIKa IMOHsUIa, 4YTO MpHHIlEcca urpana (WM TPUTBOpsUIach, OyATO HIpaeT)
MOCpeACTBEHHO. HHUUero 3axBaThIBalONIEro 3a 3TUM CTOJIOM HE MpeABUIesiock. HeMHOTO moonanb
nyia urpa MexJay TepaHCKUM MHUHUCTpOM — TeHceHoMm, BcmomHuia KecTtpen — u MeIKuM
BAJIOPUAHCKUM OApOHOM, KOTOPBINA, CKOPEE BCEro, CHU3OIIET JI0 MApTUU ¢ TEHCEHOM TOJIBKO paju
3peNUIHON Mo0eAbl. 3pUTenei coOpaioch HEMAo, OHU C JOBOJBHBIM BHUJIOM PACIMPSUIH IJ1a3a,
korma TeHceH 3a0bIBa, KaK XOMUT Ta WJIM WHAs (PUTypa, FUIM TOYTH 3aChIall B TEpEpPhIBaX MEXKTY
xoaaMu. ITOT (apc JoKEH ObLT yAepKaTh Ha cede BHUMaHue, HO HEJ0JITO.

M Torma BcioMHSAT O HEM.

["opso KecTpen cxanock mpu MBICIH O TOM, YTO € MpHUAETCS N300pakaTh paioCThb MO TOBOY
cBoel momoJsiBku. Ho neBarbcs ObUT0 Hekyna. Eit mpuaercs TaHIeBaTh BCIO HOYb HAIPOJIET, MOKA
MOCJEHUN TOCTh HE MOKMHET OajbHYIO 3aily, a OT €€ Tydenab U cepjia HEe OCTaHyTCs JIUIIb
JIOCKYTBHL.

Kectpen Bcranma. Mmneparop He HaOmtoman 3a Heil. [lo kpaitHelr mepe, ceituac. Ero maza
ObUTH TTPUKOBAHBI K ChiHY. OHa MpoOpanack yepes TOJITy, OTBeYas BCEM, KTO €€ OCTaHaBIMBAJI, YTO
yXKe moobermania KoMy-To TaHel. banpHas 3ama Obuta 3amosnHeHa JoAbMU. OHM TECHIJINCH U
IUISICAJIM BOKPYT HEeE, KaK AETCKUE KYKJIbl Ha MTAJIKAX.

KakuM-T0 00pa3oM oHa Bce ke n30ekalia uX BCEX M BBICKOJIb3HY/Ia B BECTUOIOIIb, T/I€ BO3IYX
ObLT TOCBEXkee. 371eCh HUKOTO HE ObUI0. 37€Ch HE Ha 4YTO OBUIO MOCMOTPETh. DTO MECTO
HCTIO0JI30BAJIM TOJIKO B XOPOIIYIO TOTrOfY, KOrja OaJIKOHBI, OIMOSICHIBAIOIIME BECTHUONOJIb, ObLUIN
OTKPBITHI HA PACKUHYBIIMECSI BHU3Y JABOPIIOBBIE cajibl. Celuac ke Kaxblid OaJIKOH ObUT OT/AEJIEH OT
BeCTHOIOJIA mTopaMu, U KecTpel 3Haja, 4To CTEKJISHHbBIE CTAaBHU KaXKJI0W OamtocTpajbl HAKPEIKO
3aKpBITHL HA 3UMY. HO, HECMOTpPSL Ha BCE MOMBITKU OTPAAUTHCSA OT XOJOAA, OH MPOCAYMBAJICS IO
OapxaTHBIMM IITOpAMHU U TIecKacs y Hor Kectper.

bricTpo OmIsHYBIIMCH, YTOOBI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO HUKTO HEe HaOmronmaer 3a Hel, Kectpen
HBIPHYJIA 3a IITOPY U 3aJepHYyJIa €€ 3a COOOH.

bankon mpencraBmsul coOOM SIMK CO CTEKISHHBIMM CTEHKaMM, KOTOPbBIE BBIVISACIHM Kak
YEpHBIN Jiel, — Mpo3padyHble JIOMTUKU HOuu. M3-moj mrrop mpoOuBajics CBET BECTUOMOJS, HO
Kectpen enBa Mormna pa3misiieTb CBOU PYKH.

OHa oTpOHYIIACh 10 OKOHHOTO CTekJa. B ee cBaneOHbIN Beuep 3TU OKHA OTKPOIOT. JlepeBbs
BHU3Y OYAYT CTOSITh B IIBETY, U BeTep OyAeT pa3HOCUTH OJaroyxaHue IepeMOHUATbHBIX I[BETOB.

Apowmar Oynet aynmTh ee. KecTpen 3Hana, 4To OHa BOZHEHABUIUT apoMar 1epPeMOHHUATbHBIX
I[BETOB Ha BCIO JKM3Hb;, OHA OyJI€T HEHABUIETh €ro, U KOIJa CTAaHET MPaBUTh UMIIEpUEH, U KOTIa
OyzeTt poxkaTh JAeTell cBoeMy MYxKy. Becerna, moka nmpuspaku ee BbiOOpa OyIyT MpecieoBaTh ee.

Heoxunanno paznancst mopox. CKOJIbKEHUE JIEPEBIHHBIX KOJIEI] IITOP MO KapHu3y. bankon



03apUJICS CBETOM.

KTo-To mpoOupascs yepe3 6apxar.

[Iupoko pa3aBUHYB IITOPHL, OH BbIIET Ha OankoH kK Kectpen. OH Bce mnpuOmmxancs, u
Kectpen nakonenr obepuynack. lITopsl kaunymuch u 3amepiau. OH mpuxaia WITOPY K OKHY,
yIepKUBasi BOJIHBI OapxaTa Ha YPOBHE CBOMX CEPBIX IJ1a3, Ka3aBIIMXCS B TEHU CEPEOPUCTHIMH.

OH 31ech. OH npuexai.

ApwuH.
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Kectpen 3a0puta. OHa-TO aAymana, 4YTO NpPEKpacHO NOMHHUT 4epThl ero mauna. Heuro
OeclokoiiHOe B €ro Io3e, JaXe KOrma OH CTOsul HenmoABkHO. IlpucranbHOCT B30pa U
3aKJIIOYEHHAss B HEM PEIIMTEIbHOCTh, OyATO Ka)XIbld B3MIA] ObUT BRIOOPOM, OTMEHUTH KOTOPBIN
HEJIb34.

Ei1 noka3zanocsk, OyaTO €e KpOBb CMEIIANIN ¢ YEPHBIM MOopoxoM. Kak oHa morya 3a0bITh, KAKOBO
3TO: YyBCTBOBATh CE0S PSIIOM C HUM 32X KeHHBIM (utriemM? OH IOCMOTpEIN Ha Hee, U OHA MOHSJIA,
YTO HA CAMOM JIEJI€ HUYETO 3TOTO HE IOMHHT.

— Henb3s1, 9aT00BI MEHS yBUIETH C TOOOM, — CKa3ayia OHa.

['maza Apuna cBepkuynu. OH 3amepHyn 3a coboit mropy. Ha m3omupoBaHHOM OaiKOHUMKE
CTaJIO TEMHO.

— Taxk sydme? — CrpocHiI OH.

Kectpen monaruiach, moka HE KOCHYIACh MATKOM TypeabKu OantocTpaibl, a 0OHaAKEHHBIMU
JonaTtkamMu — cTekna. Boznyx uamenuics. OH noremnen. M, 4To HEOKHUIaHHO, NIax COJIBIO.

— Mope, — BoimaBmiia Kecrpen. — Tl mpuIuisut mo Mmopro.

— DTO0 Mmoka3zajioch 0ojee MYIpbIM PEIICHUEM, YeEM CaMOyOMKCTBEHHAsl CKayka Ha JIOIIAJn
4epes3 ropsl.

— Ha moeit nomagn.

— Ecnu xodeum 3abparh J[»kaBeauHa, TO BEPHUCH JOMOW U MOTpeOyd, 4TOOBI 51 OTJaN €ro
Teoe.

KecTpen nokaydaa roinoBou.

— He mory noBepuTtsb, 4to T€0€ yaanoch NPUILIBITH CIO/IA.

— Ha camom pnene CynHOM yYIpaBisl KAalWTaH, MOCTOSHHO NPOKJIMHABIIMKA MEHS. 3a
MCKJIIOYEHUEM TOT0 BPEMEHHU, KOrJa MHE ObUIO MI0X0. Toraa oH mpocTo cMesIcs.

— 4 nymaina, Tel HE IPUEECUIb.

— A nepenymann.

ApuH nojo1en U npucioHuics k 6amocrpane paaom ¢ Kecrpen.

910 ObUT0 Yepecuyp. OH CTOSIT CIUIIKOM OJIM3KO.

— Byap Tak mr00e3eH, OTOJIBUHBCS HEMHOTO.

— A, roBopuT umIieparpuna. Yro xe, s J0HKEH MOAYMHUTHCS. — OQHAKO OH HE CIIBUHYJICSA C
MECTa U JIMIIb IIOBEPHYII FOJIOBY B cTOpoHY Kectpen. Uepes miens B MOpThepax NpOCaunBaICs CBET,
JIO’KACh Ha €ro HeKy apkuM mpamoMm. — S Bugen teds. C npunuem. [lo-moemy, oH — ropbkas
ITAJIFOJISA, AAKE KOTJa Ha KOHY CJIACTh UMIIEPUH.

— ThI HUYETO O HEM HE 3HAClllb.

— $1 3Ha10, 4TO THI MOMOINIA €My OOMaHyTh coliepHHKa B urpe. Jla, s Habmonan 3a To0oil. S
BUJIEN, KaK Thl urpaeuis B «llorpannunsie 3emun». J[pyrue, BO3MOXHO, HE 3aMETHUIIU, HO s TeOs
3Hat0. — Ero ronoc cran rpyosiM. — O 0oru, Kak 3TO BO3MOKHO, YTOOBI Thl yBa)kaja KOTO-TO,
Bpoze Hero? Thl MpOCTO Oypadyunilb €TO.

— 1 He cTaHy 3TOrO JI€ENaTh.

— Tbl HE ymeelb BpaTh.

«41 HEe cTany».

ApUH oMOI4al.

— Ckopee Bcero, Thl C/IeJIaelllb 3TO HEOCO3HAHHO.



OH OTOABUHYICA, M TENeph IOJOCKa CBeTa YyKe He Kacajmach ero. CuiysT ApuHa ObLl
MOJIHOCThIO OOnaueH B TeHb. OnHako 3peHue KecTpen mnpucnocoOMIOCh K TEMHOTE, M OHa
YBHUENA, KAK OH MPUCIOHWI 3aThUIOK K OKHY.

— Kectper...

Ee cepaue cxano smouussMu. OHM 3aCTPSUIM y HEE B TOPJIE U HE MO3BOJISJIM MMPOU3HECTH HU
cioBa. Ho Oomnbiie ApuH HUYEro HE CKazall, TOJIbKO €€ MM, OyITO OHO CaMO 3aKJIIo4yaiao B ceOe
BOIIpoc. XOTsl, BO3MOXHO, OHa OIMOaNach, U BOMPOC € BCEro JUIb mocipimnaics. OHa ylnoBuiia
BOIIPOCUTEINIBHYIO HHTOHAIIUIO B TOM, KaK OH IIPOU3HEC €€ UMsI, IOTOMY YTO XOT€eJa CTaTh JUIsl HETO
OTBETOM.

YTo-TO 3ameBenniocs BHYTpH Hee. [[epHyno 3a cTpyHsI ee qynm. « CKaxku eMy, — TOBOPHII
BHYTPEHHHUM roJIoc. — EMY HYKHO 3HaTh».

OnHako B 3TUX CJIOBaxX 3aKJIIOYAJICA U OTTEHOK yxaca. B mieHy kemnaHus paccka3arbs ApuUHY,
YTO €€ MOMOJIBKa — CJIeJKa paju cBoOoasl ['epana, coznanue Kectpen noMyTunocs, 1 A€BYyILKa He
MOIJIa IOHATh, [IOYEMY.

— 51 He X04uy TOBOPUTH O TBOEM CYXEHOM. — ApPHUH OTTOJKHYICA OT OamtocTpajsl U
BeIIpsiMuIICcsl. Ecnii Obl Ha OQJIKOH MPOHUKAT CBET, TO €ro BBICOKUU CHIIYAT OTOpachiBaj Obl Ha
KecTtpen teHb. — MHe Hy:xHa HHGOpMAIIUAL.

— Cnneran, Apun? — HeOpexxHo mpousHecia Kectpen, kpyTs B majbliax CBOE OXKEpellbe.
Jlerkui1 repe3BOH 3aCTaBUII €€ BBIIYCTUTh YKPAILLICHUE U3 PYK.

— 4 nty cnyry-repanna. OH npornai.

Ha noBepxHocTh cozHanusa Kectpen nmomHsumocs BocnomuHanue o TpunHe. «Ckaxu emy. OH
JOJIKEH 3HATh», — TAKOBbI OBUIM CJIOBA U3MYYEHHOI'O MY>KUHHBI.

— KT0 oH Tebe? — 3amana Bonpoc Kecrpern.

— HApyr.

— TeObe cnexgyeT paccnpoCUTh ABOPLIOBOTO YIPABISIOLIETO.

— S cipanmmBaro Teos1.

Ona He Momia B 3TO MoBepuTh. Bompoc Apuna Obul yxacHo Oe3paccynHbiM. HeBaxkHo, yTO
€ro JIOBepus HE XBarajo, 4yTOObl MpPHU3HATH TMpaBoy: Ha caMoM Jeie TpuHH ObLI IIMHOHOM,
3aCJIaHHBIM BO JBOpPEL, YTOOBI CIEAUTH 32 UMIIEPATOPOM, U Tonai B MieH. TeM He MeHee, ObLIOo
SCHO: ApUH — TaKOH YeJOBEK, KOTOPbI 0TOpachBaeT O0€30MacHOCTh K uepTaM. Hu onuH denosex,
o0Jagaronyii ”THCTUHKTOM CaMOCOXPAaHEHUs, HE cTall Obl CIPAIMBATh O MECTOHAXOXKJIEHUH CBOETO
IIKMOHA y OyayIiel HEBECTKH UMIIEpAaTOpa, KOTOPAsi €ro YKe€ OJIHAXK/IbI Ipeiaja.

Ho MHCTHHKT caMmOCOXpaHEHUs HUKOTIa He ObUT €r0 CUJIBHOW CTOPOHOM.

Kak Ob1 0H mocTymnuJ1, y3HaB ipaBay o moMoiBke Kecrpen?

«I'me BO BceM 3TOM 3arepsiiack MOsI YECTh?» — CIIPOCHUII OH €€ ofHax/pl. Kectpen He Moria
MOHATh, YTO TAKOE YECTh JUIsl HEro. Y TOYHO, €ro 4ecTh ObLIa HE TaKOH, Kak y ee oTIa —
HETMOKOJIeOnMOH, BbIpe3aHHOM uU3 kamHs. Het, y Apuna ona Obuta xuBoil. Kectpen uyBcTBOBaa,
Kak OHa nepenuBasiiach. OHA HE BUJENA JIMIA €r0 YECTU — BO3MOXKHO, Y TOM ObUIO MHOKECTBO
JIML, — HO BEpUJa, 4TO YeCTh ApHHA TaKOBa, YTO 3aJIEPKUT JbIXaHUE U A0 KPOBU MPUKYCUT I'y0y.

Ecmn oHa pacckaxkeT ApuHY mpaBiy, TO OH Pa3pylllMT MHUpP, KOTOpbIM OHa Kymwia. Ceildac
MOYTH HE UMEJIO 3HAYEHUs, JTIOOUT OH €€ WM HeT. ApMH HHUKOIJa HE COIIAaCUTCS, YTOOBI KTO-TO
3amep ceOs B TEMHUIIE pajiy TOro, 4ToObl Ha cBOOozE ocTascs oH. OH HalJeT crocod pa3opBarh ee
IIOMOJIBKY... U OHA II03BOJIUT EMY.

KecTtpen yxe ucnpIThiBajla 3TO paHbUIE U CHOBA HCIBITala CEMYac — JKEIAHUE CIHUTHCS C
HUM, paCTBOPUTHCS B HEM, TOTEPATH B HEM CeO4l.



DTO CTaHEeT CKaHJaJIo0M, a 3aT€M HAa4YHETCS BOMHA.

Kectpen pomkHa XxpaHuTh CBOIO TaiHy. Eil mpupaercs Jrarb BceM CBOMM ectecTBoM. OHa
CMOXKET OBITh X010 HOM. OTCTpaHeHHoM. [laxke ¢ HUM.

Yro xe kacaercs TpuHHA... y HEE TOSBUIIACH UJIES.

— Xopomo, — npousHecna Kectpen. — Kak 30ByT TBoero apyra? f pacckaxy To, 4TO 3HaIO,
BO MMs 3allMThI, KOTOPYIO Thl obecneunBan MHe mnociie [lepBo3umHero Boccranus. Banopuanka
IMOMHHUT O CBOUX JOJITaX.

ApuH OyATO OKaMEHEI.

— $1 He oco3HaBa, YTO COBEPIIAIO YTO-TO, TpeOyromiee OTIIaTel. 10, YTO S Aenal, s Jaeial
paau Teos..

— Wmenno. CnpaumBsaii. Sl oTBeuy Ha TBOM BONPOCHL. MbI HAKOHEL PACCUUTAEMCSI.

— Paccuuraemcsa? Ecnu Thl HacTauBaelb Ha TOM, YTOOBI CMOTPETh HAa 3TO C TaKOW TOYKH
3pEHUs, TO MbI C TOOOM HUKOT/Ia HE PACCUYUTAEMCSI CO CBOMMH JIOJITaMU JIPYT MEepe]] APYTroM.

— TeOe nyxHa nHopmManus UK HET?

— To, 4T0 MHE HYXKHO, TaK 3TO... — OH 4TO-TO MpoOOpPMOTaJL. 3aT€M €ro rojaoc OKper U cTal
sacHbIM: — Moero apyra 30ByT TpunH. OH youpaet Bo ABOpiie. B OCHOBHOM MOET MOJIBI.

ApUH onucal MyX4uHY.

Kectpen nmputBopuiace, Oyaro gymaer.

— Her. K coxanenuro, 1 He HOMHIO, YTOOBI BHEIa KOT0-TO, ITOX0KET0 Ha HETO.

— MoxeT, eciu Thl HOAyMaelllb MOAOJBIIIE. .

— ComHeBarock. Bo aBopiie coTHH ciiyr U paboB. S BeJib He MOTY 3HAaTh UX BCEX.

— 3HauuT, Te0€ HEUEro MHE MPEAJIOKHUTh.

— Korga y mens 1151 Te0s1 BooOILe 4T0-TO ObUIO?

ApHH THXO OTBETUIL:

— Korma-To Thl jana MHE OY€Hb MHOTO.

— Uro ), — ckazana Kectpen, — kak Obl MHE HU ObUI MPUATEH HAIIl pa3roBop, sl ObI BCE kKe
XOTesa BEpHYThCA Ha Oall.

Ona marayna K 3aHaBECSAM.

Ero neuwxenue Obuto HeynoBumo. OH mperpaaui Kectpen mopory, cXBaTUBIIMCh pyKamu 3a
oanmocTpaaxy ¢ o0eux cTopoH OT Hee. OH He NpHUKacajcsi K JEBYIIKE, HO Celdac HaxXOmHJICS
JOCTaTOYHO OJM3KO, YTOOBI OHA MOIVIa PACCMOTPETh TEMHBIE OUYEPTAHUS €ro ry0d U SIPOCTHBIN
0Jieck B riazax.

— OTO HE BCE, 3a4eM s MPUILEIT, — CKa3aJl OH.

Ewe cunpHee, uem npexne, Kectpen nodyBCcTBOBaIa UCXOMALMK OT €T0 KOXKHU 3amax Mopsi —
COJICHBIN U OCTPBIU.

— Kectpen, 310 — HE ThL

OHa npukanach CHUHOM K XOJOAHOMY CTEKITY.

— He nonumaro, o0 4eM ThL

— TBoli rosoc... TaKO! BECENbIi... ThI lyMaelllb, sl He y3Hato ero? Thl HCIoJIb3yelb €ro, YTOObI
paccTaBisTh JIOBYIIKU. CKpbIBaeIILCA 32 CBOMMHU cioBaMu. U s 3Ha10, 4TO TO, KaK Thl TOBOPUJIA, HE
noxoxe Ha Tebs. ['oBopu, 4TO X0uels 000 MHE, O MMPOU3OIIEAIIEM MEXTy HaMU, 0 (hopMe COJIHIIA
U LIBETE TPaBbI U O JIFOOBIX IPYTUX OOIIEMHUPOBBIX UCTUHAX, KOTOPBIE ThI OTpHUllaeib. OTpuliaii Bee,
noka 0oru He mokaparoT Teds. Ho Thl He MOXKelb YTBEpKAaTh, UTO s He 3Hat0 Ted0sa. — Celiuac oH
CTOSUI AOCTATOYHO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI BO3YX MEXKIy HUMHU IekoTan koxy Kecrtpen. — f... myman o



tebe. — Ero rosoc cran tuie. — S myman o TOM, 4TO HU pa3y 3a BCE TO BpeMsi, B T€YEHHUE KOTOPOTO
s 3HaK0 T€0s1, Thl MHE HE COJIraa.

Cwmex Kectpen Obut muieH apixanus. OH ObUT KOPOTKUM, HEIOBEPUYHBBIM.

— Ilo3Bonb MHE CKa3arh MO-APYroMy, — MporoBopus ApuH. — TbI MOITIa POBECTU MEHS.
Ho 161 Bcerma Obuta yecTHa ¢ co0oi. MHOTHa make co MHOI. Thl HUKOTIA HE Jraja.

— Ts1 3a0b1T O TOM, KaK s OTIPABUIIA APMUIO OTIIA TPOTUB TBOECH ?

— 4l 3Han, 4TO THI Tak MOCTYNHUIIb. Thl 3HANA, YTO 4 3HaAJN. e 31ech JI0kKb? S HUKOrAa HE
OIIyIAJ JOKU Ha TBoux ryoax. [loxanyiicra, Kectpen. [pomury. He nru.

Kectpen cxana xonogHblii KaMeHb TIEpU OamoCcTpaabl. ApUH CKa3a:

— To1 3Haemb uTO-HUOY AL HacueT TpuHHA?

— Her. Jlaii MmHE poiTH.

— He no3Bouro. Kectpest... Tbl I€MCTBUTENBHO XOUYENIb BBIMTH 3aMyX 3a IPUHIIA?

— MHe noka3anock, Thl HE XOTENI 0 HEM TOBOPUTh.

— JKenanue U HEOOXOOUMOCTh — HE OJTHO M TO k€. — Ero nuio nmpuliIu3uiocs K ee. —
Cxaxu MHe. DTa nmomoJsiBKa no tBoer Boje? Ilotomy 4uto s He Bepro B 3T0. He moBepro, moka Tb
caMa MHE HE CKa)Kellb.

Crekyo 3a ee CIMMHONM 000KIIIO XOJOAHBIM ITaMeHeM. OHa 3aapoxkaina. OH ObUT Tak ONHM3KO.
Bce, 4to eif Hy)HO OBUIO clienarh, TaK 9TO OTILEMHUTh MaJblbl OT MEPUT U HAKJIOHUTHCA K HEMY.
OT0 Ka3aa0Cch HEM30EKHBIM, CIIOBHO Yallla MEePeTnoHUIaCh U TOTOBA ObLIa BOT-BOT OMPOKUHYTHCSI.

Ero nebGpuTas meka KocHyJach ee.

— Tak yt0? — cpocust ApuH. — ThI X04elIb ObITh C HUM?

— Jla.

— Jlokaxu 310, — npobopmoTtan ApuH eil Ha yxo. Ee o6xano »xapom ero tena. Ero jnajgoHt
CKPUITHYJIA IO CTEKJITY Y €€ TOJIOBBL

— ApuH. — OHa ezBa MOrJja roBOpuTh. — J[ail MHE IPOUTH.

OHn npuxaics Ty0aMu K OCHOBAHMIO €€ IIer, CKOJIb3HYJI BBIIIIE.

— Jlokaxxu, 4TO0 OH HyXEeH Tebe, — CKa3all OH, 3apbIBIIMCh B €€ BOJOCHL. Ero moriemyii
MPOCIICIUIT TUHUIO €€ CKYJIbI, TOPXHYI MO JIOYy ¥ OCTAaHOBUJICSA HA 30J0TOW JIMHUHU, OTMEYaroIiei
TO, 4YTO OHA OOpyYeHa.

— Hyxen, — orBetuna Kectpen, HO ee rojioc Mpo3Bydasl TakK, OyATO OHa BOT-BOT
3axyieOHeTCsl.

Ero nouenyit 6611 psiAOM, OH 5K1aJT BO3JIE €€ T'YO.

— JIoxb, — BBIAOXHYJI ApHH.

Ee pyka mogHsiack MeXy HUMHU U OTTOJIKHY/Ia ero. Kectpen Obiia moTpsiceHa 3TUM CBOUM
xectoM. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA BHE3ANMHBIA OCTPBIA TOJIOJ — M SIPOCTh Ha ce0s 3a 3TOT roJion, B
KOTOPOM ObLIa MOJHOCTHIO BUHOBATA cama.

— S ke momnpocwia — npornycTu MeHs. Viu Thl Oyneni yaepKuBaThb MEHS 3/1€Ch MPOTHUB
MO€M BOJIN?

ApuH ornpsHya. Ero canoru mapkHynu no nony. KecTpen He Buena BbIPaKEHUS €ro JIMIA,
JUIb TO, KaK OH OIMYCTWJI PYKU U BBIIPAMUJICA. ByaTo ero nauio He ObUIO CKPBITO TEHSIMH, OH
CIpsiTaj €ro B JIAJIOHAX U MPOOOPMOTAJ YTO-TO, & 3aTEM €T0 PYKH CHOBA YIaJH.

— IIpoctr, — npousHec OH, OTACPHYJI IOPTHEPY U YIIEIL.

Caet panun ma3za Kecrpen. Ona mopruyna. Ee pecHuilsl ObUTH BIaKHBIMU, a TIEPE] B3IVISIOM
BCE MEPLAJIO U PACILIBIBAJIOCH.

Korna ee mynbc npuilien B HOpMy, 1 OHA CHOBa CMOIJIa BUJETh, AbIIATh U Jymarh, Kectpen



OCTOPOYKHO BBIILIA B BECTUOIOIIb.

Tam Huxoro He ObUIO, HO ciblIAsiach My3bika. KecTpen Bo3HeHaBujaena 3T 3BykH. Bcee ee
Oymylinee >xaaino B TOM AymHOW OanbHOM 3aie. JleByika rajanga, OCTaBUT JIM €€ KOTaa-HUOyIb dTa
00JIb BHYTPU — WUJIM €1 CTaHEeT elle XyxKe, YeM ObLIOo ceifvac.

Eit Hy)xHO ObLIO BepHYThCS B 3aiy. HecoMHEHHO, ee OTCyTCTBUE yxKe 3ameTuiid. Mmmneparop
HaBEPHSKA raJaeT, IIe OHA.

KecTpen menieHHO HanpaBUIach 4Yepe3 BECTUOOIb K OaIbHOM 3ale.

OHa mouyTH monuvia JO JIBEPEM, KOTAA BHE3AIHO M3 HUX KTO-TO BBINEN. TE€HCEH OKHHYI €€
B3DIAOM. Ero masa pacumpuianch, 1 OH ITOKadajl rOJIOBOM, a 3aT€EM TaK CIEHNIHO HAIPaBUIICA K
Kectpen, Oyaro Opocan BbI30B cBoeMy Bo3pacty. Crayo SCHO, YTO TPOCTh €My JUIsl XOObObI
COBEPILICHHO HE HY)KHA.

— Bam Henb3s Tyna, — cKasall OH.

— 3 nomxHa.

— Her, Bam HyxHO HalTu 3epkayno. Tam, rae HUKTO HE yBUIUT. [IoTOMY 4TO TOJIBKO 4YTO
yepe3 3a11 npoHeccss ApuH. Ero ry0sl tocHIIMCh. BO3MOXHO, JII0IM MOAYMAIOT, 4TO 3TO OT BUHA, a
HE OT OyecTsAlero macia, HO, KaKk TOJIBKO OHHM YBUIAT Bac, y HUX Cpa3y HOSBATCA HHBIC
ITOJIO3PEHHUS.

[Maneier Kectpen B3MeTHynmuch kKO 7Oy M OTMETHHE, Kyla €€ HECKOJbKO MHHYT Ha3a[
norenosai ApuH. OHa IPUKOCHYIACh K BEICBOOOJUBIIMMCS U3 MPUUYECKH HPSISM.

Kaxk oHa BeIrIsiAnT?

Kak kT0-TO, UMEBIIMI HE3aKOHHYIO JIFOOOBHYIO CBS3h?

— BepHo, — mpauyHo npousHec TeHceH.

— Ilolinemre, — ckaszana Kectpen u pasBepHynach, 4TOObl MOWTH MPOYb OT 3ajia, oOparHo
4yepe3 BECTUOOIb.

— C Bamu?

— Ham Hy»XHO TOrOBOPUTS.
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Kectpen mpoBena MUHHCTpa B HEOOJBIIONW MTYCTOM CaJIOH, TI€ CBETHJIM JIAMITBI M TOPEJT OTOHB
B KaMuHE. TEeHCEeH 3aKpblUl 32 HUMU JIBEPb.

— 3abnokupyiTe €e CBOei CBOeM TpoCThio, — ckazana KecTpen, ykas3piBas Ha KPIOYOK JJIs
ro0OeJyieHa, KOTOPhI ObUT BOUT B CTEHY BPOBEHb C JBEPHOM pydKoil. — Pa3 yx 3Ta TpoCTh BaM Bce
PaBHO HE HYXHA.

Tencen Opocus Ha KecTpen neuyanbHbIN B3I, a 3aT€M 3allelU U30THYTHIA KOHEI[ TPOCTH
3a JBEPHYIO PYUKY, a IPSMOM BCTABUJI B KPIOK HAa CTEHE.

— Ecim KTO-TO AEUCTBUTEIBHO 3aX0U€ET MONACTh CI0/1a, 3TO HE TOMOXKET.

Hwuuero He oreetus, Kectpen mopomuia k 3epkainy, KOTOPOE BUCEJIO HAJl KAMUHHOW ITOJIKOW,
I7I€ CTOsJIa IIMPOKOJIOHHAS Ba3a C TEIJIWYHBIMU 1IBETaMH.

Bo3MosxHO, Bce 1e510 ObIIO B po3aX, B TOM, KaK OHU 3aKphIBAIM B OTpakeHUH 1iero Kectpen u
TSIHYJIUCH JI0 CAMOT0 €€ Mo00poKa. Bo3aM0oXHO — B MOCHEnHOM OercTBE U3 BECTUOHOJIS.

Kectpen B 3epkasne Bcs mnbuiana. Ee mieku ObUTM OKpallleHbl albiM. XOTA ApUH He
JOTparuBajics 10 €€ ry0d, oHa UCKycala UX JoKpacHa. Ee 3pauku Ka3zaJiuCh IMIMPOKUMHU O3€paMH.
Oxepenbe, mogapok Jlxecc, ObLII0O UCIIOPYEHO: C JEHTHI MOHYPO CBUCAIU CTEKJISTHHBIC JICTIECTKH,
MOTPECKABIIMECS OT HAMPSKEHUS, BOSHUKILETO MEXy HEU U APUHOM.

Otpaxenue cmoTpeno Ha Kectpen B otBeT. OT HETro BESUIO OIIYyIICHHUEM, OYJITO YTO-TO OBLIO
OOHa)KEHO U HUKOT/Aa 00JIbIlie HE OYIET CKPBITO.

Buna Kectpen onutieTBopsit coO0¥ CKaHall.

[Ipudecka ObLIa HE camMol Xyamied yacThio oOnuKa. Jla, MpUNOmHATHIE TPSIA Hadalu
BBICKJIB3bIBATh, & 3aKOJIKM MECTaMH TOpYaJIM, HO BOJOoCchkl KecTpen ObUIM CIMIIKOM KOPOTKH JIst
M3BICKAHHBIX KOC, a 3HAUMUT, €€ MpUUYeCcKa 4acTo pacmyckanach. KecTpen yxe MpUBBIKIA K TOMY,
YTO YACTEHBKO BBINVISIAUT CJIETKA PACTPENIAHHOM, U HAY4YHJIaCh caMa MOMPABIATh IPUUECKY.

HacTtosmyro mpobiemy npeacTapisiia co00ii oTMeTHHA. 30JI0Tas TUHHAS Ha 10y MpeBpaTHIach
B Pa3Ma3aHHOE ISATHO.

— ¥ Bac ecTh ¢ cO00M 3amacHOe Macjo U 0JieCTKu? — crpocui TeHceH.

Kectpen Opocuina ero oTpakeHUIO B 3€pKajie CEpAUTHIA B3MIAA. Y Hee He ObUIo Tpu cede
cymMouku. ['7le, Mo €ero MHEHHWI0, OHa MoIJa MpsATarh 3TH npeaMeThl? KocMeTwka ocranach Ha
TYaJI€THOM CTOJIMKE B €€ MOKOSIX.

— S Haiigy B OaJbHOM 3alie OAHY M3 BammXx (peilninH, — ckazan TeHnceH. — Mnm, Moxer
OBITh, Y BacC €CTh JAPYr, KOTOPOMY BbI JIoBepsieTe? KTo-HuOynb, KTO MOT Obl MPUHECTH CHO/IA BCE
HeoOxoauMoe?

KecTpen nmogymana o ToM, CKOJIBKO BpeMEHH ATO 3aiiMeT. O TOM, 4TO OJHA M3 €€ CIIY)KaHOK
JOKJIaJIbIBAET 000 BCEX Jeniax cBoei rocroxu Bepekcy. Ona momymana o [[»kecc u 0 ToM, Kakou
OyleT peakiusi €€ MOAPYru, KOrjia TepaHCKUA MUHHUCTD 3eMJIeeus MOI0oNIeT K Hel Ha Oany u
MOMIPOCUT MOMOIIM B TOM, UTOOBI BepHYTh KecTpen npe3eHTabenbHbIN BU/I.

— Her, — otBeTuiia Kectpen. — llonnecure MHe tamiy.

Ha nune TeHcena oTpa3uioch HeomoOpeHue, OyITO OH HE€ MOT MOHSTh, KakKUM 00pa3oM
KecTpenm MoxkeT moMoub Jlamria, U CUMTAN, 4YTO JICBYIIKA TEPSET BpeMms. 1eM He MeHee, OH
MO TYMHUJIICS.

KecTpen 3agyna nammny U MOCTaBUjIa €€ Ha KaMUHHYIO TOJIKY OCThIBaTh. Pamysch, 4To y ee
JIaThss MHOTO 000K, OHA OTpe3ajia KMHKAJIOM KYCOK TKaHU OT OJHOM M3 HMKHUX. JlocTaB po3bl U3



TSOKEJION KepaMHYEeCKOW Bas3bl, OHA MOJIOKWJA MX MOKPBIMH CTEOISIMH Ha TOJIKY, HaMOuwWja
IIEJIKOBBIA JIOCKYTOK BOMIOM W3 Ba3bhl U HMCIOJB30Baja €ro, 4ToObl BHITEpETh JIOO gouncTta. OHa
BCIIOMHMJIA, KaK ApPHH IOLIEJIOBaJ €€ Tyla, U cTaja TepeTh elle ycepJHee, a 3areM OoTOpocuiia
JOocKyT B cTtopony. [locne 3Toro neByika cHsila OXKepeibe, BbIOpalia caMble SIPKUE CTEKJISIHHbBIE
JIETIECTKH, TTOJI0KUJIAa UX Ha KAMUHHYIO TIOJIKY U pa3apo0uniia OCHOBAaHHUEM Ba3bl B MMbLIb. OOMaKHYR
najen B maciao u3 jamibl, KecTpen o0oXkriack W 3ammIiesia, HO HE CTaja >KJaTh, MOKa Oo0Jb
npoijer. OHa mpoBeia HaJl OpOBSIMU TOPU3OHTATBHYIO MACIISIHYIO JIMHUIO.

OcTtanoch paszobOparbcsi ¢ Onectkamu. KecTpen mpoBenia maiblieM IO MOKPHIBABIICH IOJIKY
CTEKJITHHOMW TBUIH.

— Bs1 mopanutecs, — nporoBopui TeHceH, HO He0A0OpEHUE NCUE3JIO C €ro JHIIA.

— S Oymy octopoxkHa, — oTBeTmsia Kectpesn, mokpbiBas MAacCISIHYIO JIMHUIO TBUIBIO. 3aTemM
OHa yOpaja BhIOMBIIMECS NP TyAa, IJI€ UM IOJarajioch ObITh, U aKKypaTHO MX 3akoiojia. Po3bl
BEPHYJIMCh B Ba3y, a4 Ba3a CHOBA 3aHsUIa CBOE€ MECTO MEPEH 3€pKaJIoM. Bce Tem ke BIaKHBIM
HIEJIKOBBIM JIOCKYTOM KecTpe crepiia ¢ KaMMHHOM MOJIKA OCTarky Nbutd. JIOCKYT M 0Xepeibe OHa
Opocuiia B OTOHBb.

— Hy kak? — cnpocuiia ona TeHceHa, TOBEPHYBIIMCh K HEMY JUIIOM.

— IIpeBocxoaHo.

Ona nmokavasna roJioBomu.

— OntumuctuyHo. — OTMeTHHA OJecTena, HO €€ e/1Ba T MOKHO ObLJIO Ha3BaTh 30JI0TON. —
Br1 Bcerga tak ontumuctuuHbl? — crpocuia Kecrpen. — J[okKHO ObITh, J1a, MHAU€ Bbl OBl HE
HamucaJii MHE TO MUCbMO M HE HaMEKaJd Obl B HEM, YTO €CTh HEeKas MH(opMaIus, KOTOPOU MBI
MOTIJIM OBl TOJETUTHCS APYT C JPYTOM.

— 4 Obu1 HE mpaB?

— Bpr1 3a0b1BaeTe, 4TO MO€ OOIIECTBEHHOE MOJIOKEHHE BbIIE Bamiero. OTBevarsb OyneTe BbL.
Munuctp TeHceH, keM Bbl ObLIN JIECATH JIET Ha3aj, 10 I epaHCcKoil BOWHBI?

Pabam Hukorga He HpaBUIICS ATOT Bompoc. KecTpen He pa3 Bujena, Kak T€ CKpUIIeNIN 3y0aMH,
ycnpiaB ero. Ecnu Ob1 y smoumit Ob10 cBoe 3BydaHue, nomymana KecTpen, To Te 4yBCTBa,
KOTOpBIE BO30YXJaJl 3TOT BOMPOC, XPYCTEIM ObI TOUHO TaK K€, KaK CTEKJSIHHBIC JICTIECTKU MO
TSIKEIION Ba30M.

Ho Tencen numib yasIOHYICS.

— 41 ObLT akTEpPOM.

— Ilonararo, 3TOT OMBIT MOWIET HA O3y KypaTOpy IIMHUOHCKOMN CETH.

TeHceHa HUYYTh HE CMYTHJIO, KOTJ]a OHA Harpajauia ero 3TuM 3BaHueM. Kaszanoce, OH BecbMa
HACJIAX1aJICS] Pa3TOBOPOM.

— Hapnerocsk, 3T0 HE J1s1 BCeX TaK OYEBUIHO.

— KiroueBoe ¢110Bo 3/1eCh — «HAJICIOChY, TaK KaK Balll T'yOepHATOp BCEBO3MOKHBIMU MYTSIMU
Jaj MOHATh, YTO €T0 3JECh CETOIHs He OyJeT; pa3 OH OTIPaBHJI KOTO-TO BMECTO ceOs, TO 3TO
JOJDKEH OBITh YeNIOBEK, O0JaJarolMil MOJMTUYECKOM 3HAYMMOCTBIO, YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY OH
JOBEpSAET, HEKTO MYApbIi M HaOmromareiabHbIi. Bbl M30 BCeX cHil NBITAIMCh Kaszarbes Ooliee
ci1a0bIM, UeM BbI €CTh Ha CaMOM JIeJie, HO BeJlb Bbl COBCEM HE CTapHK, KOTOPHIA BOT-BOT 3aCHET.

— OnHako 5 B II0O0M ciTydae CTapuK. ITO OCTACTCs IPaBIOM.

KecTtpen HeTepnennBo XMBIKHYIIA.

— U BBI IEACTBUTENBHO 3aHUMAETE MIOCT MUHUCTPA 3€MIIEACIIHSA?

— MHe HpaBHUTCA TyMaTh, YTO 51 YMEIO UTPATh MHOMXKECTBO POJIEH.

— W BBI HA caMOM JieJie BeCbMa ONTHUMHUCTUYHBI, €CJIM BEPUTE, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE 3aMETUT



3TOT0, 0COOEHHO KOTJJa OH COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO 3HAeT, 4To y ['epaHa ecTh MIMHOHBI BO ABOPIIE.

Tencen nepecran ynpi0aThCsl.

— YTt0 BaM U3BECTHO, MUJICIU?

— To, 4TO MBI 3aKOHYMM celyac 3TOT Pa3roBOp, €CJIM Bbl HE MOOOEIIACTE MHE KOE-UTO.

OH npunoaHsii OpoBH.

— IlooGemnmaiiTe MHE, YTO ApUH HUKOTAA HE Y3HAET O TOM, UTO MBI C BAMH pa3roBapuBajiu, —
npousHecia Kectpen. — Y meHs ecth miist Bac uHpopmanus. Bel MoxeTe nepefarb €€ CBOEMY
ryoepHaropy. Ho Henb3s1, 4TOOBI 3TO CBA3AJIM CO MHOM.

TeHceH pa3gymbiBai HaJ €€ ciioBaMu. OH IMPOBEI MMIIKOBATOW JIAJIOHBIO MO PE3HOM CIIMHKE
OJIHOTO M3 Kpecell U MopKall ryobl, OyITO AU3aifHy Kpeciia Yero-To HeJ0CTaBalo.

— $1 3Haro, 4TO Ballle MojiokeHue B jgoMe ApuHa nocie [lepBozumHero BoccTanusi ObUIO..,
HEOJTHO3HAYHBIM.

— 1 He XoTena TaM HaXOAUThCH.

— Cnayvasna, BO3MO>XHO, U HE XOTEJIH.

KecTpen meieHHO OTBETHIIA:

— 51 He Morma ocrarscs.

— Muienn, He MHE pellaTh, YEro Bbl XOTEJH UJIM YTO MOIIM WJIM HE MOIIIM caenarsk. Ho Baiie
yCIIOBUE YIUBIsAET MEHS. ECM BBl 1OCTAaTOYHO TMOJIOKUTEIHHO OTHOCUTECH K MOEMY T'yOepHaTopy
UM K €ro JeJy U TOTOBBI COOOIMTH MHE YTO-TO, Mo4YeMy 00 ATOM Hemnb3s 3HaTh Apuny? A
MOKJISICS OOTOM BEPHOCTH CIYKUTh €MYy. BbI IbITaeTeCh 3aCTABUTh MEHSI HAPYILIMTH MOIO KIISITBY.

— BrbI 3HaeTe, kKak MHE yAaloch 0€kaTh U3 TOPOACKOM raBaHu?

— Her.

— ApuH mo3BOJUI MHE YHUTH, — cKka3ayia KecTpen, — HecMOTpsl Ha TO, YTO ATO ObUIO BCE
PaBHO, YTO MPUNJIACUTH BAJOPUAHCKYIO apMHUIO K cBoeMy nopory. [loatomy nooOemaiite Mue, nbo
ATO B BalllMX MHTEpecax, YToObl ApuH He y3Hal. Bel He MokeTe OBITh YBEPEHBI, UTO ISl HETO
BCET/Ia Ha TIEPBOM MecTe OyaeT 0e30IacHOCTh €r0 CTPaHbl — WUJIA €T0 COOCTBEHHASI.

TeHncen momyan.

— Bpl nonnmaere? — HactauBasia Kectpen. — Bbl moHMMaeTte, 4To mo TOW camMoi MpUYMHE,
10 KOTOPOU BBl HE MO3BOJIMJIM MHE BOMTHU B OaJIbHBIN 3all, BBl HE MOXKETE paccka3arb ApUHY, 4TO
ucToyHUK uHopmaruu — 51?7 Jlapaiite He OylieM MPUTBOPSITHCA, UTO Bbl HE IOHUMAETE, MOYEMY S
TaK BBITJISAIENIA U TTOYEMY HE MOIJIa B TAKOM BHJIE BEPHYTHCS B 3aJl.

KecTpen omyctuna B3 Ha cBou pyku. OHA NbITAIACH IPUAYMarh, YEM UX 3aHATh. JleBylika
MPEJICTaBUIIA, YTO JAEPKUT B PyKaxX OAHY U3 PO3, UTO CTOAT B Baze. OHA MOYTH OIIylajia TEKCTYpy
JIETIECTKOB — WX BUTOM OapxaT, MATKHUH, KaK MOPThEPHI HA OaTKOHE.

— CB43b MEXIy MHOM U APUHOM HEBO3MOKHA, — TUXO Ipou3Hecha oHa. — OmacHa. Jlyudime
HaM OyJIeT JepKaThCs APYT OT JIpyra moJiajblie.

— Jla, — cornacuics TeHceH. — S moHHMarO.

— Brb1 oOemaete?

— BbI moBepute Moemy CIIOBY?

— 41 Bepro, UTO CMOTY YHUUTOXHUTH BaC, €CJIU Bbl HE CIEPKUTE €rO.

TeHceH yXMBUIBHYICS — HE HACMENUIMBO, HO TaK, KaK CMEIOTCS HaJ KOHOCTBIO JIIOIU
OMBITHBIE.

— Torma rosopute, muieau. S 1ato BaMm CIIOBO.

KecTtpen noBenana emy o TpuHHE 1 0 TOM, YTO CKa3aJl 3aMYYEHHBIA MYKYMHA.

MuUHHCTpP TPUKPBLT POT JIaIOHBIO, OOJIBIIIMM MaJIbI[EM MCKA3UB MOPIIMHBI BO3JIE OJIHOTO Tjia3a.



ITo mepe TOro Kak OH y3HaBaja Bce OOJIbIIIE, €r0 pyKa BCE CHJIbHEE CXKMUMaIach B KYJaK, KOTOPBIH
MO-TIPEeXKHEMY HAXOUJICSA y pTa. TeHCEeH BBITIIAIEI TaK, OYATO CACPKUBAJ TOIIHOTY.

HakoHer ero pyka onycTuiiach.

— B#1 cuurtaere, yto y TpunHa Obuta i1 ApuHa Kakas-To BaxkHas WHGopmarus. Uto on
MOJICTYITAJ €€ BO BpeMs BCTpeur umrieparopa ¢ riaaBoi Cenara?

— 4 He 3Har0.

— BbI Moruiu Obl y3HaTb.

Ho Kectpen yxxe HanpaBuiach K IBEpH.

— Her.

TeHceH pa3Bes pyKd B CTOPOHBI.

— YT0 B 3TOM IJI0XOT0?

OueBHaHAsI HENETIOCTH €T0 BOIpoca 3acTaBuiia KecTpen mokayats ToJI0BOM.

— Bbl Ooutech pucka y3Harb Oonbline? — crpocun TenceH. — S ciblman, BaM HpaBsTCA
a3apTHBIE UTPHI.

— DTO He urpa.

— OpmHako 10 CUX ITOP BBl U3 HEE HE BBILUIHA. BEI BCe elie urpaere.

KecTpen onmyctuiia pyky Ha TPOCTh, OJIOKUPYIOIIIYIO JIBEPb.

— TlomoOHBIX pa3roBOpoB Mexay HaMu Oojblie He Oynmer. Sl He ogHa M3 Bac. Y MEHS eCTh
CBOs CTPaHa M CBOM JOJIT... © HUKAKUX IPUYUH CTAHOBUTHCS BalllCH LIITMOHKOM.

— Torna 3auem Bbl MHE BOOOIIIE YTO-TO TOBOPHIIH?

Kectpen noxana ruieqamu.

— EcTh COBCEM HEMHOTO BEIEH, KOTOPHIE BAJIOPUAHIIBI CYUTAIOT COKPOBEHHBIMH, HO MBI

YTUM TOCJEIHIO MPOChOy ymMuparoiero. S pacckaszana BaM TO, YTO 3Hat0, paju TpuHHA.
— Tonpko muub paayu HEro?

Kectpen nepenana TenceHy ero TpoCTsb.
— Jlob6poit Houn, MUHUCTP. HacnaxaalTech ocTaBieiics yacThio Oana.
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Bepekc namen Kectpen B ymiy OanbHOM 3ainbl. J[eBylka HaivBajga ceOe cTakaH XOJIOMHOU
BOJIbI C JIIMOHOM M CTEOJISIMU MSITHI.

— I'me To1 Ob11a? U mouemy cama cede HanmBaens Boay? [1o3Boab MHe.

OH 3a0pan y Hee Ipo3padHblii KYBUIMH U HAJIWJI )KUJIKOCTh B €€ CTaKaH.

Ho Kectpen He cinemuna 3a ero nerctBusMu. Ee pasyM mo-npeXHEMY HaxXOAWJICS Ha
YIPATAHHOM 3a mopThepamu OasnkoHe. OH ObUI HAMlOJIHEH BOCIIOMHHAHUSMHU TEIUIOTHL. Toro, Kak
OHa eJ1Ba He packpbuiack. Kak Obuta K 3TOMY O/M3Ka, a 3aTEM OTTOJKHYJIA, OTITYCTHIIA. ..

Bepekc BIIOXWJI €l B PYKy XOJIOAHBIM CTakaH. BKyC JIMMOHHO-MSTHOM BOIBI MOKa3aJycs
JEBYIIKE HE3HAKOMBIM — IMPOH3UTEIBHO CIAJAKUM U PE3KUM.

He topomsices, Bepekc Hanui Boasl u cebe. Ero npukeHus ObUIM HanpsKeHHbIMHU. Kazanocs,
OH XOYET YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO BCE BPEMS CACPKUBAET CeOsl.

— Cnacub0, — mpoOopMoTall OH HaKOHEII.

— 3a yT0?

Camo cepaue Kectpen Obuto coTkaHo w3 mpenarenbctBa. Heyxenn Bepekc He uyBCcTBOBal
storo? Heyxenu He moHnman? 3a 4To OH BOOOIIE MOT €€ 01arojapuTh?

— 3a «Ilorpannunsie 3eMiin». Thl HOMOTIJIa MHE BBIMTPATh.



KecTpen yxe u 3a0b11a 00 3TOM.

— A-a. He ctout 00 3TOM ¥ TOBOPHUTb.

— He comueBarock, s Te€0s1 3TO epyHlia, — Topbko oTBeTud Bepekc. OH o0Ben B3NS IOM
3aJl U, B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, IOCMOTPEJI Ha UMIIepaTopa, a 3aTeM OTIHUJ U3 CBOETO cTakaHa. — S qoiro
He Mor Te0s HanTu. TeOa Hurae He ObLIO.

Xononubiii 6okan Kectpen 3amoten. JleBylka JeroHbKO MpoBeja MajblieM IO €ro CTEHKE.
OHa 3aMeTuja, 4TO HEMONAJIEKy CTOSAT HMpuaBOopHbIC. [loka OHM OcTaBadMCh HA MOYTUTEIHLHOM
PacCTOSIHUU, HO TIOCTENIEHHO MPUOIUKAIIUCE.

— Tebs 3arnanm B yron omvH U3 ceHatopoB? — crpocui Bepekc. — OHHM 00s3aTenbHO
nonbiTatoTcs. OHU 3aXOTAT 3aCHyXHUTh TBOE PACIOJIOKEHUE, YTOObI MOJYYUTHh BO3MOXKHOCTH
BIUATH Ha Moero otua. Tak yto ke, Kecrpen? I'me 1w Obuta? M uro?.. — OH Haxmypuics,

BHUMATEIbHO BIJIAJEBIIMCH B JIEBYIIKY. — TBOSI ME€TKa MOOJIEKIa.

— D-3, — npotsaHyina Kecrpen. — Y meHst 00JIUT rososa.

Ha Buny y npuaBopHbIX OHa moTtepiia Jio0, pa3masbiBasg MeTKy. Kectpen Hazaesuiach, 4To ee
KECT BBINVISAAEN €CTECTBEHHBIM, HEOCO3HAHHBIM, OyITO OHa Jejliaja 3TO Ha IPOTSHKEHUU BCETrO
Beyepa.
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ApuH Opoaui MO JABOPIIOBBIM MOKOSIM, KOTOPBIE JTOJDKEH ObLT paszaenuth ¢ TencenHom. OHu
ObUIM CpPEIHUX Pa3MEPOB U JOBOJBHO MPUIIMYHBIE MO OOCTaHOBKE. ApHUH MOAyMmal ObUIO, YTO
JBOPLIOBBIM YIIPABIIAIONMU OIPENEIIUT NpeAcTaBUuTeNerd l'epaHa B yHUSUTEIBHBIE IO CBOEMY
yOpaHCTBY KOMHAaThl, HO ITIOKOHM, B KOTOPBIX OH OKa3aJics, OyATO yKa3bIBaJM Ha TO, YTO T'€PaHIIbl B
J000M CiIy4ae HE CTOST BHUMaHUs UMIIEPUU.

OH cHsn pyOamky. beut panHuil Beuep, 10 MOJYHOUM €l AalieKo. bai Bce erle Kpyxuics
BOKPYI CBOEH IUJIALIYIIEH OCU. TEHCEH A0 CUX IOpP HE BEPHYJICS.

ApuH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO HA €r0 OeXK /e ocTajncs apoMar ayxoB Kecrpen. OH ci1abo ucxoausi ot
ero pyOalku, CMelaBlMCh € 3amaxoM Mops. I[lepeknHyB TKaHb 4Yepe3 CIHUHKY CTyla B
rapJiepoOHOM, — a BEepHEe, aKKypaTHO pas3liaiuB ee, Oynro pydamika Oblia >KMBBIM CYILECTBOM,
HY)KJABIIMMCSl B YCIIOKaWBAaIOIIEM HNPUKOCHOBEHHH, — ApUH OOHApYyXW1 IbIPKY BIOJIb IIIBA,
COEUHSIOLIETO PYKAB C OCTaJbHON 4acThi0. OH MPOCYHYII B Pa3pbIB MTAJIEL] U BBIPYTAJICS.

UYto monenark, 3TO ObUla crapas pyoamka. OH Hajen cBod Jydnmil rapnepo6. [IpuOsiB BoO
JBOpEL, OH BBIXBATUJI ONEXKAY M3 CBOErO CYHJIyKa M HEMEIJECHHO HATsSHYJI Ha ceOs, MyTasich B
MaH)KeTax M 3Hasl, 4TO K Hadayy Oaja Bce paBHO omosjaaji. Bo3moxHo, Aplpka oOpa3oBajach Kak
pa3 Toraa, Korjga OH Tax CIIEIIII.

Pano vim no3H0 3TO OBl BCe paBHO MPOM301UI0. Beem ero mydmnmm ofexaaM ObLIO MO JIECATh
net. OHM TPUHAICKAIH €TO OTILY.

Ha Apune napsa cugen mioxo. Jlaxe mocie moAroHKH oH Obu1 TeceH. Oteny ApuHa ObLy
3JETaHTHBIM MYXKYMHON C OTTOYEHHBIMU Iponopuusmu. Eciau Obl OH ceilyac okazajics psiioM ¢
CBIHOM, HE3HAKOMBII 4eJIOBEK HUKOTrJa Obl HE J0raJaJiCs, YTO OHU POACTBEHHHUKH.

ApuH npuxain naaoHbs K Jguiy. OH SIBCTBEHHO OIIyIIAT T€ KOCTH, M3-3a KOTOPBIX BBINVISIIEI
HACTOJBKO MO-Apyromy. Ero mieku ObUIM MOKPBITHI MIETHHOM.

Kak Heneno oH, NOMKHO ObITh, BBIIISAZEN B CBOEH OAEKIE HE MO pa3sMepy U ¢ HEOPUTHIM
JIUIIOM Ha (OHE TeX JIOLIECHBIX TPUIBOPHBIX.

Kak 1uko, Kak HeOT€CaHHO.



Kak HenpaBuiibHO.

ApuH focTan OpUTBY, HAMOJHUII BOJOW Ta3 JJig YMBIBAHUS U BCIEHUI MbUI0. OH mbITANCA
OpUTHCS, KaK MOKHO MEHBIIIE IJISI/ISI HA CBOE OTPaKEHUE B 3€pKale.

[lope3 — u eHa oKpacuiIach po30BbIM OT KPOBH.

Teneps ApuH cTan opynoBaTh OpUTBOM BHUMAaTEIbHEE. 3AKOHYUB, OH CTEP MEHY U, HAKJIOHUB
rojoBy Haj Ta3oMm, obnun ee Bojoul. Iloka Boma crtekana, oH momHsn B3WISA. Ero nmio ObuIo
YUCTBIM.

Nuorna mepen ApUHOM NpeacTaBajl MaBiMK, KOTOPbIM OH ObLT /10 BOMHBL Korma 310
CIIy4aJioCh, OH OOBIYHO HCTBITHIBAT K PEOCHKY HEKHOCTH, KaK OyATO TOT ObUT ¢ HUM HUKAaK HE
CBsI3aH, HE ObLI ero 4acThlo. Hemb3st ckazarh, 4TOOBl MaIBIUK BUHWII ApHUHA 32 TO, YTO TOT CMEHUII
ero B 3ToM mupe. Tem He MeHee, Korja ApUH JOBWJI Ha ceOe B3I ATOr0 MallkiuKa, BHUJ
KOTOPOTO 33Jep>KUBAJICS B €T0 BOOOPaXKEHUHU, OH BCErAa OTBOAMII 1a3a. OH OIIyIlai JIETKUN YKOI,
OyaTo mope3 OpUTBOM.

JIuno ApuHa OBUIO MOKPBIM, @ BOJIOCHI MOTEMHENU OT BoAbl. OH COAPOTHYJCS, BHE3AIHO
BCIIOMHHUB, YTO celuyac 3uMa. BbIMCKMBas 11a3amMu, 4TO Obl HAJE€Th, OH OOJAUUIICS B HOYHYIO
COPOYKY U XaJiar.

ApUH CHOBA HCITBITAJI BOJHEHUE, KOTOPOE OXBATUJIO €r0, KOTZIa OH CTOSJI MEPE] CKPBIBAOIIECH
Oankon mrropoil. Ta kaunynmack, mociie Toro kak Kectpenm 3amepHyna ee 3a coOoil, U ApuH
aKKyparHoO N0 Hee AoTpoHylnca. OH BCIOMHMII 3aTpaBiIeHHbBIN B3I, KOTOphid KecTpen Opocuia
yepes IJIe40, epe] TEM Kak CKPBIThCS 3a 3aBECOil Oapxara.

A 3arem TaMm, B TEMHOTE, ¢ Heill... [opno ApunHa caaBuio, OyATO OH HM3HBIBAN OT >KaXK[Ibl.
«Jlokaxu 3TO», — CKazaJl OH €M TroJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM COYMJIMCH CTPACTh M MpeaareiabCKas
YBEPEHHOCTb, HAKaTWBIIME, a 3aT€M CHOBA OCTAaBUBIIME ApHHA, a MMOTOM CHOBA IPUILEALIME H
OTXJIBIHYBIIIME TAKUMH PE3KHMMH BOJIHAMH, YTO OH €/IBa YIEpKaJCA HA HOrax. «J{okaxwu, 4To OH
HyXeH Tebe». Kectpen ero oTTonkHyna.

OH Mor ObI TOKJIACTHCS, YTO OIIYTHJ B HEHM TO K€ JKeJIaHue, 4To CHeaano ero. OHO MCXOIUIIO
OT €€ KOXH, OyaTo apomar ayxoB. Tak Beas? Ho moromM ApuH BCIOMHUI, Kak OHA Oexana U3 ero
noma B ['epane. OH CHOBa yBUJEN €€ B TaBaHU: €€ pyKa METHYJIACh K OPYKHIO, INIa3a CBEPKHYIIU.
OT0 HAJOPBAJIO UTO-TO BHYTpHU Hero. OH caMm ObUT BUHOBAT, 3TO €0 PYK JEJIO: OH Jrall ei, 0OMaHys
ee, youBan ee Hapoi, yous To, 4yTo 3actaBuiio Kectpen oTKpbIThes nepea HUM B IlepBO3MMHIONO
HOYb... IEPE] TEM KAaK OHA Y3HAJIA O €r0 NPEeAaTEIbCTBE.

HeynuBurenbHO, 4TO OHA ITpeaIioysia APyroro.

B nBepb rapaepoOHoOM pa3gaics CTYK.

— Apun? — no3Ban TenceH. — MOKHO MHE BOUTH?

ApUH XOTeJ CKa3aTh «HET», U €CJIK Obl OH BCE €IIle CTOSUT Iepe] 3epKaJioM U MOT BUJIETh CBOE
JIUI0, TO cyMel Obl CKa3arh 3TO, IOTOMY UTO B €r0 OTPAXKEHUU €My OTKPBLIOCH Obl HEUYTO YSI3BUMOE
U COMHEBAIOIIEEeCss, U OH Obl UCHBITAN K 3TOMY mpe3peHue. OH Obl HUKOIZIa HE MO3BOJIAII KOMY-
100 YBUJIETh CEOSl B ’TOT MMT.

TeHceH CHOBa MOCTYYall.

Bonocel Apuna ObuUM MOKphIMHU M xoJionHbIMHU. [lo ero imee crekana jejsHas CTpyHKa.
OcTaBasicb K 3€pKally CIUHOW, ApPHH BBITEP CBOM KOPOTKHE BOJIOCHI MOJIOTEHIIEM, a 3aTeM
OTITPABUJICS OTKPBITH JIBEPb.

TeHceH ycTpemusl Ha ApWHA M3Y4arolM{ B3[A, OTYErOo IOHOIMIA CxKall yenrocTh. OgHako
Tencen Opocui eMy JIETKYIO YABIOKY, MOJATAHYI K c€0e CTYN U PEe3KO Ha HETO OMYCTHJICS.

— OTOT Beuep, — MPOU3HEC OH, — ObUT YTOMUTEIBHBIM. HO MI1010TBOPHBIM.



— Yt0 ThI y3HaN? — crpocusi ApuH.

TeHceH paccka3ai eMy o TpuHHE.

— O 06oru, — nporoBopusI ApuH.

— Her, Apus. i He MOTepIUTIO TAaKOTO BhIpAXXEHUS HA TBOeM Juie. OTIPaBIssiCh B CTOIUILY,
TpunH 3HaI, yeM oH puckoBas. OH nenan 3To paau ['epaHa.

— DTO s MONPOCUI €TO.

— MpbI camu npuHuMaeM 3a cels pernieHus. YTo Obl BeIOpan Thl: Oiaro Jyisi ceOst Wiau s
CBOEU CTpaHBI?

He 3agymbiBasicb, ApuH OTBETHII:

— biaro crpassl.

MruoBenue TeHceH Momyal, 3ayMYuBO IIsiAsS HA ApuHa, OyATO coOMpasich 3a7aTh BOIPOC,
Ha KOTOPBIA OTBETUTH HE TaK MPOCTO. ApUHY HE MOHPABUIICS €ro B3IVISA, U OH OIIETUHMIICS, HO
TeHceH He a7 eMy 3aroBOPUTH:

— Kakum OblI ThI X0T€, YTOOBI OBUT MO BHIOOD?

— 5l He Mory nenaTh 3TOT BBIOOD 32 TeOsl.

— Hert, 4t0 OBI THI X0T€N, YTOOBI S BHIOpan A TeOs? Ckaxem, Thl HAXOAUIIbCS HAa MECTE
TpuHHA — TBHI OKa3ajics B TIOPbME WJIU JaXKe XYK€ — W MOE€ BMEIIATEIHCTBO MOTIIO OBl IOMOYb
TeOe, HO MPUHECTH Bpel cTpaHe. UTo MHE clie1oBaio Obl CAeNaTh?

— OcTaBUTh MEHS TaM.

— Jla, — memienHo npousHec TeHceH. — S ObLT YBEPEH, UTO ThI TaK CKaXEIlb.

ApWH 3aImyCTUJI Tajblibl B CBOM BJIAXXHBIE BOJIOCHI U TSAHYJI JI0 TE€X IOpP, MOKAa €My HE CTaJlo
0O0JIBHO.

— TbI yBEpeH B 3TOM HOBOCTH?

— Y ME€H XOpOIMil HCTOYHHUK.

— Kt0?

TeHCeH B3MaxHyJI pyKOM.

— OH He uMeeT 3HaYEeHUs.

— Ho kT0 310?

— S o6eman He roBopuTh. He 3acTapiisii cTapruka HapylaTh CBOE CJIOBO.

ApUVH HaxXMypHJICS, HO CKa3aJj JIMIIb:

— Cenuac coBceM He ron aeHer. M uro ycnen noacnymars TpUHH HAa BCTpeUYe uMIeparopa
rimaBou Cenara?

— 4l He 3Har0.

— 41 3TO BBISCHIO.

— OctopoxxHo, ApuH. Bo3amM0xHO, y MEHSI CaMOT0 €CTh CIIOCOO BCE y3HATb.

— Jla ny?

TeHceHn ynpIOHYyIICA.

— HoBoOpaneu. — OH oTKazajicsi cka3arb 4TO-TM00 eie. YIOOHO YTPOMBIIMCh Ha CTYIE,
MUHUCTP 3€MJICACIINS CMEHUII TEMY TaK PE3KO, YTO Y AprHa 3aKPYKUJIACh r0JIOBa:

— Hrak, mo-mMmoeMy, OHM IIpeKpacHas napa.

— Yro?

— IIpunn u negu Kecrpenn.

ApUH U Tak 3HaJ, KOrO UMEET B BUAY TEeHCEH.

— Hx mouenyii ObUT O4EHb CJIaJI0K, — CKa3ajl KypaTop IIMHUOHCKON ceTh. — MOokKHO ObLIO ObI
MoyMarh, YTO UX OpaK — BCEro JIMIIb MOJUTHYECKUM cor03. Tak cumTan s, moKa He YBUJEN HX



MOLIEITYH.

ApUH MOT JIMIIIb TOCMOTPETh Ha HETO B OTBET.

— HagepHoe, Tl mpomycTHJI €ro, — cKa3al TeHceH. — OTo ObUIO B caMOM Hauaje Oaja.
Pazymeercs, T Besib O11o3/al.

— Jla, — oTBeTUJ HakoHel ApuH. — Ono3all.



I'maBa 10

Ha paccsere KecTpen THXOHBKO CKOJIB3HY/IA B CBOIO CHiayibHIO. Ee cTymHU O0senu OT TaHIIEB.
He orcreruBasi KMHKall OT peMHs, OHA IMOBECHUJIa €r0 Ha CTOJIOMK KpoBard. J[poka OoJibllie OT
yCTaJOCTH, YEM OT XOJIOAA, JIEBYIIKa yiermiach moj onesuio psaom ¢ [xecc. Ee mogpyra cnana,
CBEpHYBIIKMCH Ha OOKY KaJIauuKOM.

— Jlxxecc, — npomentana Kecrpen. — S ucnopTuiia TBoe 0xepelibe.

Jlxecc Beaenyro Hamynaina pyky Kecrpen.

— S cpenaro ana teds eme onHo, — mnpoOopmortana oHa. He oTkpeiBas miaza, oHa
HAXMYPHUJIACh:

— Sl Bugena ero Ha 6any.

— Koro?

Opnnako Kecrtpen 3Hana, koro J[)ecc UMEET B By, a Ta CHOBA YCHYJIA.

%k %k Xk

YTpom nocine 6ana rpynmna n30paHHBIX MPUABOPHBIX U CAHOBHUKOB ObLIA MPUTJIAIICHA BBIITUTH
¢ Kectpen ropsiuero moxkonaza B 3uMHeM cany. Jlambl KyTaauch B O€Jibie U cephle MeXa, B TO BpeMs
KaK KaBaJepbl MPEANOYUTAIN COOOJISI, OAHAKO HEKOTOPHIE FOHOIIM INETOJSUIM PacyepyueHHBIM B
pKaBbl€ MOJIOCKM MEXOM BOCTOYHOro Turpa. Ilo Bcemy OTKpBITOMY caay TOpPEIW >KApPOBHH, a C
I0’KHOM CTOPOHBI CaJl MEPEXOAUIT B JAOMPUHT BEUHO 3€JIEHON U3TOPO/IH.

KecTpen npunwia ¢ ono3ganuem u onHa. HecMoTps Ha HENMPOAOJKUTEIBHOCTh OT/IbIXa, OHA
MIPOCHYIIACH Y€PE3 HECKOJIBKO YAaCOB MOCJE PACCBETA, MOTOMY YTO €€ OPraHu3M MOMHUJI, UYTO €U
nmopa BcTaBarb. [[xecc Bce eme cnama. KecTpenm 3arsHyna CBOM NPUTOTOBICHUS W JBaXK]Ibl
nepeoJieBayia miarbs, Hanaesach, 4to Jlxkecc mpocHercs. ONHAKO Ta TaKk W HE MOIICBEJIMIACh, a
KecTpen He xoTena OynuTh noapyry. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa TOKUHYJIa CBOW TTOKOH.

Jlakessm 3uMHEro cajxa moJjiarajoch OOBABUTH O mpuxofe KecTpen, OgHAKO JEBYIIKA
MOJKYIUJIA UX HE aenarh 3Toro. OHa moAHsIa CBOM Oelible MeXa MOOIMKE K JIUILY U B OTUHOUECTBE
MPOIIECTBOBAJIA MO TPONHUHKE 4YEpEe3 psibl JIEPEBBEB, HA KOTOPBIX T'OPEM OTOHBKU PO30BBIX U
KpaCHBIX sIrofl. PacmonoxuBimcy Ha oHE YEPHBIX BETOK, OHM HAllOMHHAJIW HOTHBIC NHChMEHA,
OJTHAKO, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO KPacoTy, Arofsl ObUIH sSiA0BUTHL. KecTpen u3-3a AepeBbeB HaOronal1a
3a TOCTSIMU U CIIyIlajia.

MHorue xanoBajruch Ha MO30JIM, HATEPTHIE BO BPEMS TAHIIEB.

— Sl roToBa BcTarh 6OCHIMU HOTaMU MPSAMO B CYTpo0, 4YTOOBI YCTIOKOUTH 00J1h! — BOCKIJIHMIAA
JIEJIM U3 KOJIOHUH Ha FOXKHBIX OCTPOBAX.

— O, 3aueM ke, — YIBIOHYIICS KaKOH-TO 030pHOM MOJIONOM 4enoBeK. — Jlydlne Mmo3BoJibTe
MHE UX COTPETb.

Cuena BeIISIAETA MHJIOM M BECEJOM... HO HaurpaHHoud. He cTomyio BepUThb, YTO ITOMY
JOOUTENIO0 TO(QIMPTOBATH HPABUJIACH FOXKHAS JIEIU — WJIM YTO €My BOOOIIE HPABUJIUCH JEBYIIKH.
KecTpen Obu1a ipu 1BOpE HE €IMHCTBEHHOM, KOMY CYXKJI€HO ObUIO BBIMTH 3aMYXK 1O PACUETy.

Kectpen yBusena B ieHTpe JBOpPUKA UMIIEpATOpPa, KOTOPBIM CUJIEN PSAJOM C CaMOi OOJIBIION
’KapOBHEH, OKPYKEHHBIN ceHaropamu. B gaibHeM KOHIIE cazia, BO3Je JaOMPUHTA KUBOWU U3TOPOIIH,
Haj urpoit B «llorpannunsie 3emnn» ckionuiics Bepekc. On 0bi1 oOpamien k Kectpen cnmHoi
Hanpotu Hero cujena BoctouHas nmpuHiiecca. C KpOTKMM BBIpRXKEHHEM Ha JIMIE OHA clieliala



0€3>KaJIOCTHBIN X0,

['epaniieB Ha 3TOT 0COOBIN MpUeM He Npumamaiu. Kectpen moria He OECIIOKOUTHCS O TOM,
YTO BAPYT BCTPETUTCS B3MISAOM C APUHOM... UJIM HE BCTPETUTCS.

XOTA ¢ Ipyroi CTOPOHBI, OH MOT MPHUUTH B JIFOOOM ciiydae. ITO ObLIO Obl MOJHOCTHIO B €r0
CTUJIC — SIBUThCS 0€3 MPUTIIAIICHUSI.

Pa3Be He Tak?

Kectpen oOHapyxuia, 4YTO CTOUT BO3JI€ JE€pPEBA, MOJIOKUB JIaJJOHW Ha ero kopy. Ta Obuia
cepeOpucTOor, B OHUX MECTaX — IIAJKOM U TOHKOH, B Apyrux — rpyooi. IlomoOHO TOMYy, Kak
CJIeTIbIC JIIOAM OIIyIBIBAIOT HOBBIM MPEAMET, YTOOBI y3HATh, YTO ATO, OHA BOAMJIA TMAJIbIIAMU T10
00pO37KaM U BBIMYKJIOCTSAM KOpbl. KecTpen oco3Hana, 4To Ha caMOM JieJie TIBITAETCA MOHSTh, XOUET
JU yBUJIETH 37€Ch, B 3UMHEM caay, ApuHa. DTo ObUT TIynblid Bompoc. Jlaxke pa3aymbIBaTh Han
TaKoW BO3MOXKHOCTBIO ObUTO YHCTEHIICH U TsHKENeHIed IIynoCcThl0, Be/Ib OHA YK€ pellniia, YTO HU
OJINH U3 BapUAHTOB HE UMEET 3HAUYCHUSI.

[TosTOMy HE UMENO 3HAYEHUS TO, YTO €€ KOPOTKHUE HOTTH OOHApYyXKWJU B Kope menb. He
MMEJIO 3HAYEHUs], YTO OHA HEPBHO OTOpBaJia OT JepeBa MoJocKy. Min 4To ¢ rpycThio pa3BepHya
KYCOK KOpbI, OyITO Ha HEM OBbUIO HAYepTaHO KaKOe-TO HEBHAMMOE IOCIaHHWE, KOTOPOE OHa
MPOYUTATh HE MOTJIA.

[TocmoTpeB Ha MoOJIOCKY KOpbl, KecTpen BCOMHUIIA O TOM, KaK KanmuTaH caupain ¢ TpuHHa
KOXY, M YpOHUJIA KOpy Ha 3emito. Korjga oHa nmoHsuia B3I, TO CHOBA YBUJIENIa UMIIEPATOPA.

Tuxo ctynasi mo TpONMHKE, AEBYILKA BbIIUIA U3-T10J CEHH SAOBUTHIX AepeBbEB. [lepBas rpymnia
MPUJIBOPHBIX, COOPABIIMXCS BOKPYT OJTHOM M3 )KapOBEH, HE 3aMeTHJIa €€ TOSBIICHUSL.

Jlenu Mapuc, nous rinaBel CeHaTa, 4TO-TO MpoILeNnTaia, U €€ NOAPYry 0€33BYUHO 3aXUXUKAIIH.

— ...Ecnu Obl OHM Bce Tak BBIVISAEIH, 1 Obl TOXKE UX OCBOOOAMIIA, — roBopuia Mapuc. —
Wnu cnenana Ob1 €ro CBOMM paboM.

KecTpen cnenuanbHO HAcTynmuiia Ha JICKABUIYIO HA 3€MJIE BETOUKY. Ta xpycTHyna. Mapuc
noAHsuIa riasa. Ee moapyru mobnenHenu, a uX CMeX CTUX, HO TJiaza Mapuc ropenu BEI30BOM.

— XKenaere mokonana, neau Kecrpen? — npennoxuna oHa. — OH TOpSYUN.

— Jla, OyapTe Mr00e3HBI.

Kectpen npucoeauuunace Kk AeBylikam. Te paccTynuianuch, ocBoO0XKAast €il MecTo.

Mapuc B3s1a ¢ TOACTABKU HAJl dKAPOBHEN KOTEJIOK C TOpSYMM IOKoiIagoM U Haiuia Kecrpen,
KOTOpasi MPUHsJIAa MPOTSHYTYIO €/ YalllKy U cjenaia riaoTok. [Toka mokonas He 00XKer el sS3bIK, OHa
HE OCO3HaBaJla HACTOSIIETO YPOBHS cBOeH 310cTu. E€ sipocTh — TeMHas U ropbkasi, HO B YEM-TO
Jake ciaakas — aeIMIuTachk. Kectpen ynpiOHymach:

— Jlenm Mapuc, Bam oTell mpekpacHo BeINIAAAT. OH TakoW 3aropenblid. Bama cembs
noObIBaja HEJJaBHO B KAKOM-TO COJIHEYHOM MecTe?

— O, He ynmomuHaiite 00 3ToM! — Mapuc uznana TearpajlbHbIi CTOH. — OTO CIHUILIKOM,
CJIMIIIKOM YXacHO!

OcranbHble JEBYIIKH pacciaduiuch, YCIOKOEHHBIE TeM, 4To KecTpen, cyis 1no Bcemy, ObLia
He 370naMsaTHOU. «M ¢ yero Obl el 3MuThCsi? — OyATO COpalMBaId BBIPAXKEHUS UX JUI. — ITO
ObUTM MpocTo 0e300uaHbIe ciayxu. Mexay npouum, jeaun KecTpen cienyer ¢ ylaoBOJIBCTBUEM
CIIyIIATh KOMIUTUMEHTBI Te€paHCKOMY ryoepHaropy. JlOmKHO OBITh, HAXOAWTHCA Y HETO B IUICHY
OBUIO HE TaK YK MJIOX0, BepHO?» [IpuaBOpHBIE CILIETHUIIHI YBUACIU Y MOHETHI ¢ Jl)Kaauc eie ofaHy
CTOPOHY.

Kectpen nabntogana, kak OHM IPOIIUTU MO ATOMY ITYTH Pa3MBIIUICHUH, TOKAIN YKYTaHHBIMU B
MeXxa IjieYaMHu U CHOBA MPUHSUIMCH MOTSTUBATH MOKOJIA/I.



— BBl MOXeTe B 3TO MOBEPUTH, YTO MOM OTEI] TJIaBaj Ha IOXKHBIE OCTpoBa 0e3 MEHs? —
BOCKJIMKHYTa Mapuc. — OH coBepImi NpUsATHEHIee MyTelmecTBue B Kpail roiyooro Heba, moka
€ro €IMHCTBEHHOE AUTS MP0350aio B 3uMe. XOTsI MOXKETE ObITh YBEPEHBI, €CJIM ObI sl TOXKE Moexara,
TO HU 3a YTO HE MO3BOJIMIIA ObI COJIHILY ONMAIIUTH MOIO KOXKY. 3aropesbie JIOAN BRIIVISIAT Tak Tpyoo!
Bynro noproseie padouue! [IpaBo, 0 4uem TOJIBKO JTyMasl MOU oTen?

Kectpen ne crouno cnpanmBars Mapuc o maBe Cenara. Eil ciienoBano gep:Karbcs MOAAIbIIE
OT BCETO, UTO ero Kacajaochk. OHa MOKJIsIach HE BIYThIBAThCs OoJblle B ena ['epana.

Ho ona pazo3znmminacs. OHa Bce erie Obuia 3:1a.

A rnaBa CeHaTta ObLJT1 OYEHBb 3arOpEJIbIM.

N 310 OBUTO CTpaHHBIM.

Pazym KecTpen mocTossHHO BO3Bpamajics K 3TOW JeTanu, OyaTo OHA Hallylajla U3bSH Ha
OTpe3e IIeNKa Wi OyMa)KHYIO HIETyXy Ha MOBEPXHOCTU KOPBI SIJIOBUTHIX JCPEBHEB.

Ho nmouemy ona obOpariana Tak MHOTO BHUMaHUs Ha TO, 4To miaBa Cenara 3aropen? Ero 3arap
OOBSICHSJICA TIJIABAaHUEM Ha I0KHBIE ocTpoBa. KecTpen cHoBa mpuka3zajna cede OCTaBUTh 3Ty TEMY.

Ho He ocTaBuna.

— Ha roHBIX 0CTpOBaxX MHOKECTBO TMKOBUHOK, — cKa3ana Kectpen. — HecomHenHo, oren
MIPYBE3 BaM MOJAPKH?

— Hert, — oTBetnna Mapuc. — beccoBecTHblil. O, pazymeeTcs, sl JIFOOJII0 €ro, HO HEYXKEIIH OF
He Mor noaymaTs 000 MHe? [IpuBe3TH XOTh MaIFOCEHBKUI MOJapOUeK?

— OH Huuero BaM He npuBe3? Ho Ha 0XKHBIX OCTpOBax €CTh JIEH, OJIarOBOHMS, caxap,
cepeOpsHbIi Yai...

— IIpexparute! He Hanomunaiite mue! £l HE MOTY 3TOTO BBIHECTH !

— bennskka, — ycnokaumBarollle NpoU3HEcHa onHa u3 ee nomapyr. — llogyman, Mapuc:
TENepb y TBOUX OECUMCICHHBIX KaBaJepOB OOJbIIMU BBIOOp N1apOB, KOTOPHIMH OHU CMOTYT
opajoBaTh TEOS.

— Taxk u ecTb, BepHO? 1 OHM JOJIKHBI MEHS PAJOBaTh.

— DTHUM 1 3aHUMAIOTCS CTOJIMYHbIE MOAHUKN? — cripocuiia Kectpen. — Pa3narot nomapku?

— O, na... X0Ts 4acTO OHM MPOCAT O YeM-HUOY/Ib B3aMEH.

— O nonenye! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OJHA JIEIN.

— Wnu 06 orBeTe Ha 3araJKy, — IMPOTOBOpHIIA Jpyras. — 3araJkd OY€Hb MOIMYISPHBL A
OTBETOM BCEI/Ia SBJIAETCS JIFOOOBb.

DTO OBUIO HEYIMBHUTEIBHO, BEAb NMPU ABOPE OBUIO MHOKECTBO MOJIOABIX JIFOJEH, KOTOPBIE
NPEANOWIN KeHUTHOY ciry’kOe B apmuu. B Bo3pacTe nBamiaru JeT KaxAblid BalopHaHEll TOJDKEeH
ObUT TMOO OTMPABUTHCA CPAXKATHCS 32 MUMIIEPHIO, JIMOO cTarh poauTesneM. [Iponu3BoauTh Ha CBET
Oymyumx coiaar, kak ropopui oten Kecrpen. Umnepus mgomxHa paspactarbes, J0OaBIsI OH, a
Kectpen rapmana, Bce nu reHepaibl, WIA TOJBKO €€ OTEl, MOIJIM CMOTPETh HAa HEXKHOE JIUTS U
NpEeACTaBIATh, KaK pPEOCHOK BBIPACTET M BO3MYXAET JOCTaroO4yHO, 4YTOObI yOuBaTh. A 3arem
KecTpen comporanacek npu MbICIA O TOM, YTO CTAHET TaKOW, KaK €€ OTEll, a OH MIOHUMAJI, 4YTO EMY
HE CJI€JJ0BAJIO TaK TOBOPUTH, U OHH 00a 3aMOJIKaJIH.

— Her xe, g cnplmana u apyrue 3arajiku, — cKasaja ene OfHa JAeBylIka, Bo3Bpamas Kecrpen
o0paTHO K pa3roBopy. — Y HHUX MOTYT OBITh pa3HbIe OTBETHI: 3€pKajo, CBeUa, SUIIO...

— MmHe HpaBsaTca 3aranku, — mnpousHecia Kectpen. — 3aragaiiTe MHE KakylO-HUOyIb MX
HHUX.

— EcTb Takas 3arajka, OTBET K KOTOpOH s HUKaK HE MOTY M0100paTh, — MpPOroBOpuIiIa Jeiu,
KoTOpas cuzena psaom ¢ Mapuc. — Bor oHa:



Ckauy — 0e3 Hoe, ymob npu3emMauUmscs,
A 6 2onoee moeii — 3emauya.

be3 kpvLives s 1emamov notmaroco.
Ckaoicu-Ka, Kax 51 Ha3bl8aOCL?

Kectpen nobGaBuiia B mokoisiag HEMHOrO ciuBoK. OHa mepecTana 31uThes. [leno B Tom, 4To
OHAa, KAaK U €€ OTEll, 3HaJa, C KAKOM JIETKOCTBhED MOXHO CPa3uTh MPOTUBHUKA HEKOTOPBIMU BUIAMU
opyxusi. OHa cenana DIOTOK MOoOeneBIero mokoaaaa. CIUBKY MPOXIIaIHON MTEHON KOCHYIIUCH €€
ryo.

— Mapuc 3HaeT OTBET Ha 3Ty 3arajKy, — npousHecia Kecrpen.

— S? — nepecnpocuiia Mapuc. — BoBce HeT. Sl HUKaK He MOTy JI0raJaThCsl.

— He moxerte? OtBeT — munynerl.

Vnei0ka cnionsna ¢ rydo Mapuc. TulmHy Hapylmia TOJIbKO JIETKHUM 3BOH, ¢ KOTOopsiM KecTpen
OIyCTHJIA Ha MTOJHOC CBOKO yamky. OHa 3anmaxHysia Mexa 1 OToIuIa IpOoYb.

KecTpen 3ameTmiia, 4To BOCTOUYHAs mpuHIecca caenana xon B «llorpannunbeix 3emmsax». Ee
BCAJIHUK Tiepeckouns yepe3 purypsl Bepekca, HamepeBasich yOuTh nHx)eHepa. Bepekc paccmesuics.
Otot 3Byk ymuBuia Kectpen. Cmex mpuHIia 3Bydan ciauimkom 0e33abotHo. Kectpen xorena Obuio
IOJOWTH K CTOJIy M Y3Harb HAKOHEI], HACKOJBKO XOPOIIO MIPAET IMpUHIEcca U noyeMmy Bepekc
paccMesuicsi TOJOOHBIM 00pa3oM, HO MMIIEpATOp MEpeXBaTUJl €€ B3IISA M MOMAaHMI JIEBYIIKY K
cebe.

— VY Hac BO3HUKJM CIOXHOCTH, — CKazall ummneparop, korna Kecrtpen npubnuzuinach. —
[IpoviguTe Cro/1a U IOMOTUTE HAM.

Bce cenaropsl, OKpyKaBIIHE €ro, 3aHUMAaJIM BBICOKOE ITOJIOKEHUE U UMENU MecTa B KBopyme.
KecTpen npucoequumnnack K HUM, paaysch, uTo miaBa CeHara CTOsUT CIIMHOW K KOMIIAHUU, KOTOpas
coOpaJiach BOKpPYT €ro JOYEPH.

— Cnoxnoctu? — nepecnpocuina Kectpen. — Heyxenn y Hac yke 3aKOHUHIICS IOKOTAL?

— Bce ropaszno ceppesHee, — OTBETHI UMIIEpaTop. — (€10 B BapBapCKUX PaBHUHAX.

BoJubme kuur Ha caite - Knigolub.net

Kectpen Opocuiia B3I Ha BOCTOYHYIO MNpHHIECCY, HO Pumia Obuia yBieueHa UIpoM c
Bepekcom, a ummneparop He MOBBIIAJI roysioca. Puma obOmamana rpaunuei, Kotopas MpeKpacHo
JOTONHANA ee KpacoTy. Ee uepHble BOJIOCHI ObLIM 3aIlJIETEHbl TaK ke, KaKk M y BaJOpHaHOK. B
OTJIMYME OT MCTHUHHBIX BOCTOYHBIX JICBYIIEK, OHA HOCHJIA HA MaJblaX KOJbIA, U 30JI0TO PE3KO
BBIZIETISUIOCH Ha (DOoHE ee TycTo-TeMHOUN koxu. [IpuHIlecca Obula mpUMEpHO OAHOTO BO3pacTa ¢
Kectpen. Bo3aMoxHO, ¢ TeX MOp Kak €e MOXUTHIIM, OHAa TIOYTH 3a0bUTa CBOIO pOoAMHY. BO3MOXKHO,
OHa IPHUBBIKJIA K CTOJIMIE U TEIEPh CUMTAIIA €€ CBOUM AOMOM. KecTpen He Momia npeackasars,
4YTO JEBYyIlKa Momaymaina Obl, eciau Obl y3Haja, YTO HMMIEpParop YIOMHHAeT O €€ CTpaHe KaK o
npoOieMe U Ha3bIBaeT €e Hapo BapBapamu. Ollylnas HEJIOBKOCTb, KecTpen BcmoMHUIA, YTO U
caMa HEJIaBHO MCIIOJb30Baja 3TO CJIOBO, MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO TaK JENald JIOAU, KOTOPBIX OHA
3nana. Ceiuac Kectpen yxe He crayia Obl Tak roBOpUTh. PazHuIa Ka3anach TakOM 3HAYMTEIBHOM,
HO B TO K€ BPEMS HE CTOMJIA TOYTH HUYETO.

— Bamm otenr coo0mmaeT, 4To JI0AU paBHUH OKa3aJIMCh HE TaK MPOCTHI, — CKa3all UMIIepaTop.
— BocTouHble TIeMeHa, KOTOpble OOWUTAIOT y TpaHUIl HAIMX 3€Mellb, MPEKPACHO BIAACIOT
TEXHUKOU CKPBITHBIX aTak. ['eHepasl He ycreBaeT coOpaTh MPOTUB HUX apPMUIO, KaK OHU MCUYE3alOT.

— Coxrure paBHUHBIL, — CKa3aja OJHA U3 CEHATOPOB, KEHIIMHA, KOTOPAas PaHbILE CIYKUJIa
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o Hayanom otua Kecrpen. — B 310 BpeMs rozia TaM 3aCyluinBo.

— DTO TJIOAOPOIHBIE 3€MJIM, — BO3pa3uWJl umrieparop. — S Obl XOTeN MPEBPaTUTh WX B
dbepmepckue yrojiba. OroHb YHUYTOKUT MOM BBIUTPBIIIL

«U yOber xuteneit paBHUHY», — nogymana Kectpen, XoTs 00 3TOM 00CTOSATETHCTBE HUKTO HE
yroMuHaja. PaBHUHBI ObUTM OOLIMPHBI M HAXOAWJIKUCH Ha ceBepe Jlakpbl, rie B 3TOMl Bpems rona
J0XKJel 1uio Mayio. BamopuaHckue coiaarhl MOJOKIYT PaBHUHBI, TTOKA UX JKUTENH OyIyT CIaTh.
OHHU IPOCHYTCS U MOMBITAIOTCS O€XKAaTh K PEKE, HO €CJIM MOoKap OyIeT pacCpOCTPAHITHCA MO CYXOil
TpaBe CIUMIKOM OBICTPO, TO OHHM HE YCIICIOT U CIOPSAT 3aKUBO.

CoOpaBumecs Hadanu OOCYXKJarh, HE TOABEPTHET JIM TOXKAp OMACHOCTH BaJOPHUAHCKHE
Boiicka. Ecnu HeT, To moOea Oynet 3HaYuTeNbHOU, yTBepkaan rmaBa CeHara. PaBHUHBI Jexanu K
CEBEPY OT JEJIBThI, U3 KOTOPOM MpaBUia BOCTOYHAs KOpoJieBa. Eciau Banopus 3aBOOET paBHUHBL,
TO JUKApU OKAXXYTCS B JIOBYILIKE Ha IOTO-BOCTOYHON OKOHEYHOCTH KOHTHHEHTA.

— U Torma 3To nMIb BOMPOC BPEMEHH, — 3aKJIFOUMII UMIIepaTop, — Korja Banopus craHer
MPaBUTh Ha BCEM KOHTUHEHTE.
— Torga coXXTUTe paBHUHBI, — CKa3ajia CEHaTOp, CIYXUBIIAs B apMuu. — OTOHb B JIIOOOM

CJlydae MOMIEeT 3eMJIE Ha I0JIb3y. B KOHEYHOM HUTOTE.

Kectpen cmoTpena, kak Puina cHsia ¢ JOCKU OHY U3 BTOpOocTeneHHbIX (puryp Bepekca. Puiia
apoxana B cBoux Mexax. Ha BocToke HuKorna He ObUT0 X05101HO. Heyxenu 3To 3HaHue 0 CUX Mop
XKuUJo B mamsATh Punm? Mnu oHa nmosydniia ero Tak e, kak u Kecrpen, ot koro-to apyroro? Korna
MpUHIIECCY MOXUTHJIM, OHA ObUIa Tak ke Mmaja, kak u Kectpen, korma ee ceMbs mepeexaina u3
CTOJIMIIBI B HEJIABHO 3aBOEBaHHbBIN [ epan. Bo3sMoxkHO, Puilia coBceM HE TOMHMIIA JOM.

ITepen mbicniennbM B3DIsiAOM Kectpen npeacran I'epan, ee cag U ceMeHa Moj €€ IeTCKUMU
MAIbIAMUA — HSHS MOKa3bIBAJIa MAIBIIIKE, KaK MOCATUTh UX B MATKYIO 3EMIIIO.

OHa yBuJena paBHUHY, OOBATYIO0 ToxapoM. [lmamsi B3ABIMAIOCh BBEPX M TPEILAIO, JOIIAAN
o0e3yMenu, MajiaTKu MPOropalid 0 CaMOW OCHOBBI, a 3aTeéM BBAJIMBAJIUCh BHYTph. Pomurenu
XBaTaJld Ha pyKU CBOWX JeTed. Bo3myx ObUT yaymaroiie ropsuyuM U Y€pPHBIM.

— Kectpen? — oknukHyn ee ummneparop. — Urto qymaere Bbl? Baiir oten Hamucan, 4YTo Bbl U
PaHbILE AaBaJU €MY JAEIbHBIE COBETHI IO OBOAY BOCTOKA.

Kectpen moprayma. HeGo Haag 3uMHUM cajoM ObUIO CBETJIBIM. Ha depeBbix Mmepraiu
CMEPTEIIbHBIE STO/BIL.

— OrpaBurte NoMANEH.

NmnepaTop ynbIOHYCA.

— HuTepecno. [Ipomomxante.

— Jltogu paBHUH monaratrotcs Ha jomaaei, — ckazan Kectpen. — OT HUX OHHM MOTYy4aroT
MOJIOKO, IIKYpPBI, MSICO, HA HHX €34T, WX JK€ HCIOJB3YIOT I OXOTHL.. YOelTe Jjolaaeu, u
nJeMeHa He CMOryT 0e3 HUX KuTb. OHM OTCTYHST Ha IOT, YTOOBI YKPBITHCS B JA€NIbTE. PaBHUHEI
MeperIyT K BaM. BBl CKOCUTE TpaBy U HAKOPMUTE €K CBOUX JIOWIAJEH, a TAKKE CMOXKETE 3aCEATh
ATH 3€MJIH, KOTJa MOKEIAeTe.

— A Kak BbI IIpeIJIaraeTe OTPaBUTh JIOMIAACH?

— Yepes BOAHBIE 3aM1aChl, — MPEIJIOKUAIA CEHATOP-BOYH.

Mornu noctpanate u roau. Kectpen nmokayana ronoBou.

— Peka mmpoka, u TeueHue B Her ObicTpoe. CBoiicTBa sna ocinaberoT. [lycTs myure Mol oTelr
OTHPABUT Pa3BEIUMKOB BBISICHUTH, IJe Jiomaau nacyrcs. [loneiTe saqom nactOuia.

NmniepaTtop OTKMHYICA Ha COUHKY CBOEro kpeciyia. OT €ro moKoJIaa el map, OKyThIBask €ro
JU10 IbIMKOU. IMniepaTop kauHyI moa0opoikom u 6pocui Ha KecTpen kocoit B3I,



— Ouenp u3suHoO, neau Kectpen. Bel paspemaere Bce MOM TPYIHOCTH, MOKyNas IJisi MEHS
HEpPa30PEHHBIE PABHUHBI 110 HU3KOW LIeHE — IeHe saa. O4YeHb XOpollo, YTO B TO K€ BPEMS BbI
CBOJUTE K MUHUMYMY IIOTEPU U3 YUCJIA MUPHBIX )KUTEIICH.

KecTpen Huuero He oTBeTHIIA.

NMnepaTop NOTATrMBaJI CBOW IIOKOIA.

— BbI Koryia-HuOYAs BUACIHM CBOETO OTIa B OuTBe? Bam cTomso Obl. OgHaX bl 51 ObI XOTEN U
BaC YBHJETh Cpa)karoulelcs 3a 4yepHbld ¢uar. 51 Obl XoTen yBHIETh Bac Ha HACTOSILEM IIOJIE
CpakKEHHS.

KecTpen He cmoma B3NISIHYTH UMIieparopy B miaza. OHa oTBena B3MISLA M 3aMETHJIA, YTO
npuHIl U Puinma mMOKWMHYIM UTPOBOM CTOJN M HMCYE3NW B JIAOMPUHTE >KUBOW u3ropoau. Temepb
Kectpen nonsina, nouemy Bepekc kazancs TakuM cuacTiauBbiM. OHa rajana, 3HAaeT JIM ABOP O €ro
CBsA3M ¢ npuHLeccoil. Ckopee BCero, 3HaeT.

— AX, 1a, — TPOTAHYII UMIIEparop, — C Bamu, KecTpell, Xxo4eT MOoroBOPUTh NPEICTABUTEID
['epana. Mx cTopoHna nogana opunuanbHOE MPOIICHHUE.

Kazanoch, ero cioBa ocTalvCh BUCETh B BO3JAyX€ JOJIbILIE, Ye€M 3TO ObUIO BO3MOXKHO. Y
Kectpen mosiBUIIOCH CTpaHHOE OILIyIIEHWE, OyATO HMMIIEpaTop WIrpaeT Ha posuie U yhaapseT 1o
PacCTPOCHHOM KJIAaBUIIE, 3By4aHUE KOTOPOU 3aBIAJEI0 BHUMAHUEM BCEX CIYIIATENCH.

— HeyauBuTtenbHO, — XOJOAHO OTBETHIIA OHA. — ['epaHIlbl B IFOOOM citydae OyayT BpeMs OT
BPEMEHH BBIPAXkKaTh KeEJaHUE MEPErOBOPUTH CO MHOM. I ObUIa Ha3HAUYEHAa MOCIIOM B UX CTPaHE.

— Ja, u Ham clielyeT 3TO UCIPaBUThH. Y BacC CIMIIKOM MHOTO €], YTOOBI Bbl 3aHUMAJIUCh
CTOJIb CKy4HOM paboToi. ['epaHIieB U3BECTIT O TOM, UYTO Bbl OTKa3bIBAETECh OT JOJKHOCTU. Bam
0o0JIbIIIEe HE TPUIETCA BCTPEUYAThCS HU C OJJHUM M3 NpefcTaBuTeneil I'epana
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Kormpa Kectpen BepHynach B CBOM MOKOH, €€ MOCTEIb OKa3ajlaCh MYCTOM M AKKYpParHO
3acteneHHo. CyHayk J[>kecc ncues.

Ho [xecc obemana. Ee BU3UT momkeH ObUT MPOMIUTHCS AoJibiie. OHU €/1Ba BCTPETUIIMCh —
HE MOXET OBITh, UTOOBI [[’Kecc yxe yexana, yexajia Tak CKOpO...

KecTpen nepHyna 3a mHYpPOK KOJIOKOJIRIMKA. Korga B KOMHATy BOIIUIM €€ TOPHUYHBIE, OHA
CIpocuia:

— I'me nucemMo?

['opHMYHBIE OTBETHJIM HEJOYMEHHBIMH B3TJISIAAMM.

— Ot Moel moapyru, — ckazana Kecrpen. — Jlinsg meHns. Ha Hee He moXoke BOT Tak YHTH,
HUYEro HE CKA3aB.

[TocnenoBaio MoT4aHue, a 3aT€M OJHA U3 CIYKAHOK MPOTrOBOPHUIIA:

— Jlequ npukasana, 4ToObl €€ CYHAYK MEPEBE3JIU B €€ TOPOJICKOM JJOM.

— Ho nouemy?
Tunmua nana Kecrtpen noHsTh, 4TO AeBYHIKU He 3HaMU. KecTpen noaxkana ryobl.
— VYKe mo3gHO, — CKas3ajla OfHAa M3 CIy)XaHOK. — Pa3Be BaM He cieayeT MepeoneThes K

ob0emy B HOBoe miaTbe? UTo BbI HajieHETE?

KecTpema B3maxHyna pykoul H OCO3Haja, 4YTO YAaCTO 3aMedalla TaKOW Ke KEeCT 3a
uMmneparopoM. OHa HE XOTeNa MOBTOPATh 32 HUM, U 3TO PaCCTPOUIIO €€.

— MHe Bce paBHO, — Opocuiia oHa. — Ha Baiir BEIOOD.

['opHUYHBIE pa3BeIn AKTUBHYIO JIESITEIBHOCTh: OHHU YOpaJiM MeXa W CTajd JIOCTaBaTh W3



mkadoB miarks. [loka oHM OTBepraqu OAHM TKaHM W omoOpsuid apyrue, Kectpem ramama, 4Tto
BbIOpasna O0b1 J[>xkecc. OHa 0TOpOCHIA ATY MBICITb.

Ho »10 ObUTO BCe paBHO, YTO OTJIOKUTH OAHY KapTouky «Kibika u XKanay, a 3aremM BHITAITh
paznauy enie Xyaumx. [IoToMy 4To Ha CKPBITHIM 3a OapxaToMm OaJIKOHE €€ CO3HAHUS *Jan ApHUH, a B
3uMHEM cajy, rjae 6e3 Hero ObUIO TaK XOJIOHO, OHA MO/ SIOBUTHIMU JIEPEBBSIMU Jajia UMIIEpaTopy
Y)KaCHBIN COBET.

KecTpen 3Hana, 4To MPOU30MIET MOCIE TOro, KaK MOrMOHYT JIOIMA U BOCTOYHBIX KUTEIICH.

OHa mpeacTraBuiia KEJTO-3€JIEHBIE BOJIHBI TpaB. HemnpepblBHOE CTPEKOTAHHWE KY3HEUMKOB.
Tpyrisl JIOmAEH, THAIOIME IO COJTHIIEM.

PaBHuHHBIC KUTENNW CTaHYT yMUpaTh OT rojoma. Mx getu oromaroT. OHU OyIyT ¢ mjiadeM
IPOCUTH JIOIAJIUHOIO MOJIOKA. JIFOIM paBHUH MENIKOM JABUHYTCS Ha IOT, B JICNIBTY, [NI€ MPABUT UX
KoposeBa. MHorue nmaayt B gjopore. HekoTopsie HE BCTaHYT.

NmenHo sto u npousoiaer. [IpousoitaeT uz-3a Kecrpen. 9o Oyner ee pyk aeno.

Ho pa3Be Tak He nydine? Beap anbrepHaTuBa Oblia eie yxacHee!

OnHako 3TO HE MMEJIO 3HAYEHMS U He cracyio KecTpen OT OLIyeHHsT TOIMHOTBOPHOTO YyXKaca
I10 ITOBOAY TOTO, YTO OHA HATBOPHUJIA.

OpnHa ciyxaHka 3aKkpuya’a.

Ona oTkpbUTa mKad, a OTTyda BBUIETEIM TYy4Yd MACKUPOBOYHON MOIH. MOTBUIBKH CTalu
OUTBCSA O CTEHKH JIAaMI U CEPhIMH CHUPAISIMU HOCHUTHCS MO KOMHare. VX MbUIbHBIE KPBUIBIIIKA
Hayaju OKpaIMBaThCs B OPAHXKEBBIM U PO3OBBIN 1IBETA U TEPATHCS HA OHE TOOEICHOB.

— OHM UCTIOPTUIIN OACKTY!

OnHa U3 coyX)aHOK CTaja XJIOMNaTh JaJOHsIMHU B BO3/yXe, MbITasICh COUTH MOJIb B noJiete. OauH
MOTBUIEK yIaj Ha KOBEp U OOJIbIlle HE MIEBEIBHYICS. ETO KPBUIBIIIKK MOKpPACHEIU U Mpuoldpenu
0€JIyt0 OKaHTOBKY, B TOYHOCTH MOBTOPSISI paCIBETKY KOBpa. MacKHpOBOUHAS MOJIb UMEa CBOMCTBO
CIUBATHCS ¢ POHOM J1aXKe TOCTIE CMEPTH.

Kectpen HakioHWIACh WM TOAHSIA MaleHbKUM TpymuK. [lymmcTeie O€3)KW3HEHHBIC JANKU
YIENUIUCH 3a €€ naneu. Kppuibsi OKpacuIIUCh B LIBET €€ KOXKHMU.

['opHUYHBIE CTanM SIPOCTHO OXOTUTHCA 32 MOTBUIBKaMu. B cTonuile MacKHpOBOYHAs MOJIb
ObUIa PacpOCTPAHEHHBIM JIOMAILIHUM BPEAUTENIEM, U AAJIEKO HE B NIEPBBIA pa3 mocTpaaal mKad c
noporuMu ofexaaMu. CyJis 1o KOJIMUeCTBY MOJIEH, TUUYUHKY, JOJKHO ObITh, KOPMUJIMCH ILIEJIKAMU
Kectpen, nmo meHbieil Mepe, Henento. [opHUUYHBIE NEepeOMIM BCEX HACEKOMBIX 10 MOCIJIEIHETO,
MPUXJIONHYB NaXXE€ TEX, YTO YCENUCh Ha cTeHaX. OT pa3maBICHHBIX MAaCKHPOBOYHBIX MOJIEH
OCTaBaJNCh TISITHA HEOMPEJCTICHHOTO IBeTa. [loBpekaeHHBIE KPBUIbSI TEPSIIM CHOCOOHOCTH
MU3MEHSTh OKPACKY.

— VYxoauTte, Bce Bbl, — mnpukazaia Kecrpen ropuuunsiM. — [lo3oBuTe ciayr, 4ToObl OHU
BBIUMCTUJIN KA.

Hu ogHa ropHuyHas He momymalia CIpPOCUTH, TOUEMY YUTHU NOJKHBI OHM Bce. Hu onHa He
IIOMHTEpEcOBaNIach, noueMy KecTpen He momia Imo3Barb CIyry, IO3BOHUB B KOJOKOJBIMK. OHHU
JIVIIb YIOBJICTBOPEHHO B3MISIHYIM HA YCESIHHOE MbUIBHBIMUA KPBUIBIIIKAMU TOJIE CPAXCHUS U
BBIIIUIH.

OcraBumcs ogHa, Kectpen oTkpsiia ABepisl mkada mype U 00HapyKHIa HAaKUAKY Ha MEXY,
[0 KOTOPOW MOJ3AJIM JIMYMHKU MOJIM. BOCIIOJIB30BaBIIMCH KMHKAJIOM, OHA BbIpe3ajia TOT KYCOK
TKaHU, KOTOPBIM OBLI TMOKPHIT BpeauTensiMu Haubosee rycto. JIoCKyr oHa OTHeclia Ha CBOM
TyaJICTHBIA CTOJIUK, TJI€ CTOSUIM (PJIAKOHBI C lyXaMH M MacjiamMu U 0aHouku ¢ kpemamu. Kectpen
B3sIa OAaHOYKY C COJIbIO ISl BAHH U ONYCTOIIMJIA €€ 3a OKHO, a 3aT€M OITyCTHJIa B HEE€ TKaHb C



JUYMHKAMU U 3aTKHYJIA TOPJIBIIIKO MPOOKOM, HO HE CIMIIKOM IJIOTHO, YTOOBI BHYTPb MPOHUKAI
BO3MyX. UTOOBI HE COMHEBAaTbCsS, OHa cHejlajJja OCTPUEM KHHXajla B IIEHTpe MPOoOKHU
KpecTooOpa3ubiii Hajape3. 3arem Kectpen mocraBuia OaHOUKY B 3aJHEM 4YacTU TyalleTHOTO
CTOJIMKA, CIIPATAB €€ 3a APYTUMH (IaKOHAMHU.

OnHa ycenach B Kpecyo Iepes 3epKajioM, JyMas O HACEKOMBIX, KOTOpbIE ceiluac B OaHOUKe
KOPMUJIUCHh MEXOM. JIMUMHKHU ObUTH YK€ ToJICTeHbKUMU. CKOPO OHU MPEBPATATCS B MOJICH.

A KOrJa 3TO MPOU30MIET, OHA UCTIOJIB3YET UX JUIS OCYHIECTBIEHHUS CBOETO IUIAHA.

Kectpen npoiwia B KaOMHET U Hanucaaa NUCbMO F€paHCKOMY MUHUCTPY 3€MIIEACIIHSL.
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Kectpen onyctuna yamky Ha IOJIHOC.

— S Te6s He mpurIamana, — ckasalja OHa.

— OueHb Kalb.

HeBbiHOCMMO 3HAKOMBIM KECTOM ApHWH OTOIBUHYA OT cTona KecTpen cTyn U ycencs
HaMpPOTHUB HEE C TAKUM BUJOM, OYATO CTYJI BCEraa MpUHAJICKAT EMY.

OH O0ONOKOTHJICS Ha CIHWHKY, 3alpOKUHYJI TOJIOBY W MmocMmoTpen Ha Kectpen wu3-moj
OMYIICHHBIX BEK. Y TPEHHUI CBET YETKO OYEPTHUJI €ro Npouisb.

— Bu1 ob6ecniokoensl, nequ Kectpen? — OH roBopuii mo-BaJIOPHAHKCKH, U M3-3a aKI[EHTa €ro
roJjIoc CTaHOBHWIICS OoJiee TpyOsiM. OH Bcera MPOU3HOCUI 3BYK «pP» HEMHOTO TOPTAaHHO, MIOITOMY,
KOTJIa OH TOBOPHUJI Ha €€ s3BbIKE, CO37aBajoCh BIEYaTJieHHE, OYATO €ro CJIOBa COMPOBOXKIAIOTCS
HU3KUM pbIKOM. — bouTtech, uTo e s ckaxy.. win caenaro? — OH ObICTPO U MpPayHO
yemexHyncst. — He ctout. S Oyy HCTUHHBIM JPKEHTIBMEHOM.

OH oxepHyn maHxkeTbl, 1 Kectpen TosibKo ceiiyac 3aMeTuia, YTO €ro pykaBa ObUIA CIUIIKOM
KOPOTKMMU U HE MPUKPHIBAIN 3aAISICTHS.

Eit Obut0 0OJIBHO BHAETH €ro HEJOBKOCTh, TO, KaK €ro CMYIIEHHWE BHE3AITHO BBICTYIIIO Ha
MOBEPXHOCTh. B yrpeHHEeM cBeTe ero cepble Ii1a3a ObUIM COBEPIICHHO ACHBIMHU. [103a — yBepeHHOM.
CioBa — s3BUTENIBHBIMHA. HO BO B3IIsAIE CKPBIBAJIOCH COMHEHHE. APUH CHOBA OJEPHYI MaHKETHI,
OyZITO C HUMU — U C HUM CaMUM — ObLIO 4TO-TO He Tak. «HeT», — xoTena ckazarb Kectpen. «Thbl
Oe3yrpeyueH», — MBICIIEHHO roBopuia oHa. OHa nmpeacTaBisiia, Kak IPOTIrMBaeT PyKy U KacaeTcs
OTOJIEHHOTO 3aMsICThsi ApHHa.

OpHako 3TO HE TPUBEJIO Obl HU K YEMY XOPOILLIEMY.

Ona HepBHHYAJA, U €l ObUIO X0J0HO. E€ BHYTPEHHOCTH NPEBPATHIIMCH B CHEKHYIO B3BECH.

Ona onmycTuiia pyku Ha KOJIEHHU.

— 3mech BCE paBHO HHUKOTO HET, — 3aMeTuil ApuH. — A OuOnmotrekapu ceidac B
KHUTOXpaHWIHILe. Tebe HUUero He yrpoxkaer.

Bbuio enie cnumkoM paHo, 4ToObl B OMOIMOTEKEe cuienu npuaBopHbie. Kectpen paccunThiBalia
Ha 3TO M Ha TOT (aKT, 4YTO, €CJIIU KTO-HHOY/b BCE-TaKU MOSBUTCS U YBUAUT €€ C MUHHUCTPOM
3emienenus ['epana, 3Ta BCTpeda HUKOTO HE 3aUHTEPECYET.

OnHako TO, 4TO ceiyac HapOTUB Hee cuaesl ApuH, ObUIO COBEPIIEHHO ApyruM nenom. OHa
70caioBaja Ha TO, KaK OH MOT CTOJIb HEOCTHKUMBIM 00pa3oM BMEIIMBAThCS B €€ MJIaHBl — U B €€
IOyHmeBHbIN Mokou. KecTpen ckaszana:

— Tloxoxe, IBIATHCSA O€3 MPUTIIAIICHUS CTAJIO YK€ TBOSH AYpPHOU MPUBBIYKOH.

— A TBOS AypHas NMPUBbIYKA — MIOCTOSHHO CTaBUTh Jtozel Ha MecTo. Ho mroau He purypsl B
HACTOJIbHOM urpe. Thl HE CMOXKENb IBUTATh MU IO CBOEH BOJIE.

Pazpasncs kamens 6ubauoTexaps.

— T'oBopu Tuie, — npoumnena Kecrpen Apuny. — M XBaTUT BeCTH ce0s Tak...

— Heyno6Ho s Te0s1?

— YecTHO roBops, 1a.

Ha ero rybax HeoKuJaHHO JJIsi HETO CaMOTr0 MEJIbKHYNA ObICTpasi UCKPEHHsIS YIbIOKa, a 3aTeM
MEIJICHHO CIIOM3JIA.

— Moro OBITh U XyXKe.



— He comHeBaroce.

— Mory pacckasaTh Te0e, KaKuM 00pa3oMm.

— ApHUH, KaK Thl YyBCTBYeIlb c€0s 3/1€Ch, B CTONUIIE?

OH He oTBeN B3MISAAA.

— S Ow1 Ipe Aoy NPOJOJKUTE MIPEKHIOK TEMY.

KecTtpen mocraBuia majibllbl Ha KHOMKH, KOTOPHIMU K TMOBEPXHOCTH CTOJia ObUla Npubuta
3esieHas koxka. OHa ollymana mpoxyiaay NUISIKA KaX0ro HEOObIIOro TBo3quKa. TUIMHA BHYTPHU
HEE YEM-TO HAllOMUHAJIA 3TU KHOIMKHU: OHA TOXE CIIEpKUBaIa KOE-4TO — HAITOMHUHAIOIIECEe TOHKUI
IIEJIK YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OHA HCHbITala IPU 3BYKE €ro royioca.

Ecnu oM ¢ AprHOM TIPOIOJKAT TOBOPUTH O TOM, O YEM TOBOPHUJIM, TO 3TOT IIEIK BBIPBETCS
Ha CBOOOJTy ¥ B3METHETCS BBbICh. OH OKaXEeTCA Ha CBETY U OTOPOCUT IIBETHYIO T€Hb.

Kectpen rapana, kakoro 1peta ObUIH IIEJIKA €€ YYBCTB.

KakoBo 310 OyaeT — pacKuHYTh UX HaJ COOOM, CTIOBHO OangaxuH?

— DT0 OBUI HE MYCTOM BOMPOC, — TUXO MpousHecia oHa. — [lo-moemy, cTonuia J0JKHA
Ka3aTbCsl TeOE CTPAHHOM.

ApHH 33alyM4MBO Ha HEE TOCMOTPEIL.

— TebOe ona Takoi u Kaxercs?

— DTO HEeNpPaBUIIBHO.

— To1 BeIpocia B ['epane. TBoOM 10M HE 31€ECH.

— DTO MO4 CTpaHa.

Jlunio Apuna 3HakoMbIM KecTpen oOpa3oM yTpaTuiio BCskoe BblpakeHue. OH eBa 3aMETHO
JEPHYJ TIJIeYaMU U HAJIWII ceOe Jasl.

KecTpen HeyBepeHHO clipocHia:

— K tebe 3aech XopoIlio OTHOCSATCS?

Jlumo ApuHa Havaiau OOBOJIAKMBATh BBIOIMECS JIEHTHI mapa. OH caenan IIOTOK U OMyCTHII
YallKy €CTECTBEHHBIM >XE€CTOM, JOCTOMHBIM JII0OOTO MPHUABOPHOTO KaBajepa. OgHAKO €ro pyka
npuHaIexana pabouemMy, U pacnucaHHas IBeTamu ¢apdopoBas dalika C 30JI0TOM KaeMKOM
BBITJISJIENIA B HEM HEYMECTHO. ApUH HaXMypHUJICS, TS B YAIIKY.

— WHorma MHe KaxkeTcs, 4To Jierde, Korjaa Ha TeOsi He oOpalatoT BHUMaHUs. 3/1€Ch K€ MEHS
3aMeydaroT. [[axe Korma JroasaM KaKEeTCsl, YTO OHU UTHOPUPYIOT MEHS, HA CAMOM JEJIE 3TO HE TaK.
WX B3I KQXKYTCSl CIUILIKOM TpuctanbHbiMU. Korma st Obul pabom B I'epaHe, HUKTO U HUKOI/A
Ha MeHs He cMmoTpel. Jlroau He cMOTpAT Ha paboB. — C BHE3alMHBIM 3BOHOM APHH IOCTaBUJI
yanky Ha nonHoc. — Kectpen, korga 31o npou3onuio? S MocTOSTHHO cOpalmBaro ceOsi: Korna s
COBEpIIMJII TO, C YEM Thl HE CMOINIa cormacuThea? [7ie mpoisieraer rpaHb, 3a KOTOPOU ThI YK€ HE
cMora mpocTUTh MeHs? JIOXKb...

— 51 Ob1 TOXKE NTaNA.

— I'epanckoe BoccTaHue. S 3aMBIIUISIT €0 T0JATHE MECSIIBL. S CTPOUII TIJIaHbl TPOTUB TEOSI.

— 4 moHumaro noyemy.

— 3HauyuT, TBOM Jpy3bs. TBoM Hapoa. Ax. Cmepth benukca. bonesns [[xecc. 1o OblIa MOs
BUHA. Thl BUHUIIIb MEHSI.

Kectpen mokavania rojioBoit — He JJIs TOTO, YTOOBI OMIPOBEPTHYTH €r0 CJIOBA, a MOTOMY, YTO
BCe OBLJIO COBCEM HE TaK MPOCTO.

— Hnorga s npeacTapisio ceds Ha TBOeM MecTe. S mpencTasisto TBOIO KU3Hb. M TO, 4TO Mb)
c Hell caenanu. U s 3Ha10, Kak Bbl oToMcTUd. Jla, s BUHIO TeOs... 1 He BUHIO. Ha BameM mecre s
caenana Obl TO ke camoe. Bo3MOXkKHO, 1axke Xyxe.



— Torga 4TO MMEHHO THI NMPUHATH HE MOXEIL? — XpUILUIO crpocun ApuH. — Urto...
nouenyi? Ha Moelt kyxHe. 9T0 TO, YTO Thl HE MOXKEIIb TPOCTUTH?

— ApuH.

— S] He noimKeH OBLI.

— ApuH.

— IIpoctu mens, Kectpen. [Ipoctu. Ckaxu, Kak s enie MOry NpOCHUTh TBOETO MPOIIECHUA?

[lomeuTh ee 3acTaBuia BOBCE HE 00JIb, @ €ro roJoc.

To, 4TO CKpBIBAJIOCH 332 HUM — MOJA3EMHAs pPeKa MECHU, KOTOPYKD OH IBITAJICS MOHABUTH,
CIpsTaTh W IOXOPOHUTH. B 3TOM mecHe 3akimroyanach ero TaiHa. Kectpen modyBcTBOBasa
HaMpsOKEHHUE €Ie TOrna, KOTAa Mokymana ero. ApuH Obul meBroM. OIHAKO OH OTpHUIlAd 3TO,
CKpbIBAJI. JTa TaifHa Ka3ajach CTOJb BAXKHOM, CTOJIb IPOCTHO XpaHUMOM, 4To KecTpen Hukorma He
MBITAJIACh 3aCTABUTH €€ BBIUTH HA TOBEPXHOCTh, KaK U HE MOI03peBaia, YTO APUH CKPBIBAI YTO-TO
ene.

OH xpan, moka oHa 3aroBopuT. buOnnoreunsle 4dackl Hayanu OuTh. VX Ooil mpoOymmi
Kectpen ot BocnoMmuHanuii. HoBast MbICITb 3acTaBHIa €€ COIPOTHYTHCA OT CTpaxa.

IIycTe ApyH M HE 3HAJN €€ CEKPETOB, OH YyBCTBOBAJ MX. ByITO CIbImal, Kak OHU KOIOIIATCS
BO Mpake ee cepana. Kecrpen penmia, yTo HUKOrAa HE CKaxeTr emy. OQHaKko BCEro MIHOBEHUE
Ha3aJl OHAa TOBOpUJIA CIIMIIKOM OTKPBITO, CJIOBHO HAJEANaCh, YTO OH CaM JOTaJaeTcs, 4TO 3TO 3a
CEKPETBHL

OHa BcTpeTHJIaCh IVIa3aMH C €ro TPEBOXKHBIM B3MISIAOM M IOAyMajga O TBO3JUKAx B
CTOJICILIHUIIE U O CHUJIe, KOTOpas MOHAaI00MIachk, 4TOOBI BOTHATh UX B ipeBecuHy. OHa nmoaymarna oo
WCKYIICHUH U O TOM, YTO MpaBWIbHO. Ha mpoTsskeHnn ceMHaaaru JIeT CBOEH )KU3HHU, 0 BCTPEUHU
c ApMHOM, OHa HUKOT]Ia HE COMHEBAJIaCh, UTO BHIOPATH.

— 4 npouraro Te6s. — KecTpen mocrapanack, 4ToObl B €€ T0JIOCE MPO3BY4AIO HEOpPEKHOE
pacroyiokeHue, naxe ckyka. — Hrtak, Tebe mydme? Moe perieHre BBIMTH 3aMyX 3a MPUHIIA HE
CBSI3aHO C TeM, BUHIO 5 TeOs ninu HeT. OHO BooOIIE ¢ TOOOH HEe CBA3aHO. MHE MPOCTO HYKHO YTO-
TO JPYroe.

OH oTBETHII €1 Wb OMIETIOMIICHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

— Ilomymaii, ApuH. ¥ MeHSI €CThb BO3MOXXHOCTb OJHAXIbl MIPABUTh MOJOBUHOW M3BECTHOTO
MHpa. ITO HE TAK YK U CIOKHO MOHSATH.

OH noBepHYIJCS K OKHY, Uepe3 KOTOPOeE JUIICS yKe 0osee IpKUil CBET, OTOETUBILINM €T0 JIUIIO.

— Pa3 y» Mbl TOBOPUM HauuCTOTY, — mpousHecna Kectpen, — st Obl x0Tena 3HaTh, IOYEMY
31ech Thl BMecTO Tencena. OH mmociiai teos?

— OH He yuTal TBOE MOCIAaHUE, — OTBETHJI APHUH, NO-MIPEKHEMY IIsiAS B OKHO. — Sl yBHAEN
TBOM repO U pacreyaTai IuCcbMo.

— Tlonararo, s noykHa OoTYMTaTh TeOss. — KecTpen 3jieraHTHO MOBEJIa OIHUM ILIEYOM. —
XOTs MOTY BMECTO HETO COOOIMTH U TeOE.

Tenepp AprH IOCMOTpEIT HA HEE.

— Coo0umTh MHE 0 yeM?

— Yto 5 Oosibllie HE TOCON UMNepuu B I'epane.

— Ho Tb1 comacuiack. OTO OBUIO YacThIO JIOTOBOpA, MOAINUCAHHOTO HMIIEPATOPOM.
ITopnucanHOrO MHOM. ITO 3aKOH.

— 3akonsl numytcess medoM. Ceifuac Med B pykax y UMIeparopa, a He y TeOs, U eciu OH
TOBOPUT, YTO OCBOOOXKIAET MEHS OT YTOMHTEIBHOM JOKHOCTH, TO KTO MBI TakHe, 4YTOOBI
cnoputh? [locmymaid, naBait He OyneM cCOpUThCA. Y 4asi OUeHb NPUATHBIN BKYyC, He npasaa au? Ho



OH CIIMIIKOM Kpenkuil. HaBepHoe, s He cTaHy IONUBATh CBOKO YallIKYy.

BoipaxkeHnue nuna AprHa CTajio yrpoKaroIHM.

— 3HAYUT, HAM OCTa€TCs TOBOPUTH TOJIBKO O Yae?

— To1 ObI IpeTIoYesN MoKoaa?

— A Korja Mbl YBUJMMCS B CIICAYIOUMM pas, s JOKEH Oyly MOXBAIUTh TBOM MPEKPACHBIC
Typu U nepyarku 13 ojieHbel koxku? [loTomMy 4TO O yeM elie Mbl CMOXKEM MOroBopuTh? Ku3Hb

UMIeparpulbl TeOe eme He Hackyuumia? — ApUH mepelen Ha CBOM s3blKk, HO Kectpen emie
HUKOIZIA HE CIIbIIIAja, 4TOObI €ro rojIoc 3Bydas NoA00HBIM 00pa30M — MAaHEPHO U A3BUTENbHO. OH
HacMexascs HaJl TeM, KaK TOBOPWJIM NPUABOPHbIE. — B03MOXKHO, MBI 00OCYAIMM MpECTYILICHUS,

KOTOpBIE COBEpIIAECT 3a MOpPEM TBOs Jobumas ummepus. S Oyqy BOCXHINATHCS H3BICKAHHBIMHU
dbopmMaMu CIIpECCOBAHHOTO caxapa U nepefam Tede Ha J0KeUKe KPOXOTHOTO chaakoro jedens. Tor
Jallb €My PacTBOPUTHCA B CBOEU YallKe, MPUTBOPSSICH, OYyITO HUKAKOM PE3HM Ha BOCTOKE HET.
Bo3MoxHO, s yIIOMSIHY, 4TO Hapoj IOKHBIX OCTPOBOB MO-TIPEKHEMY HaXOAUTCS B paOCTBe, a
MJIEMEHa CEBEPHOM TYHJPhI ObUIM JABHO CTEPTHI C JIMIA 3€MJIU. A Thl CKaXEIlb, YTO B IJICHY Y
UMIIEPUH I0’)KaHaM >KUBETCS JIydllle, YeM TOI/Ia, Korjaa oHu Obuth cBOOOAHBI. «[locMoTpu Ha TO, Kak
4uCcTasg BOJA CIIyCKaeTCs MO0 UMIIEPCKOMY TPyOOIpPOBOIy € TOp, — CKaXKelllb Thl. — Pa3Be 3To He
MpeKpacHo? A 4TO ke KacaeTcsi CEBEPHBIX MJIEMEH, TO KX BCE PABHO BCEr/ia ObUIO MAJIO».

Ero ronoc cran HanpsiK€HHbIM, 1 HACMELUIMBOCTh U3 HETO UCYE3IIA.

— U, Moxer ObITh, 5 cKaxy Tebe, uTo ['epan ucTorieH u ronogaet. Mol 6eaasl, Kectpen. Mar
O0€IAEM HUYTOXKHBIE 3al1achl 3€pHA U JOKHUAAEMCS ypOKask IEYHOTO OPEXa U BECTEN O TOM, KaKYIO
€ro 4actb umiieparop 3adeper. UTo, eciliv s CHOpOILy: 3HACllb JU Thl, KaKkyio? Bo03MOXHO, TbI
OTBETHUIIIb, YTO MOMHHUIIIb, KaK TBOSI HSHS-T€paHKa MekKia Jist Te0st opexoBblit xj1€0. Bo3MoxHO, ThI
Jake ObIBaja Ha H0KHOW OKOHEYHOCTH ['epaHCKOro MmojyocTpoBa, TIE PacTYT AECPEBbs MEYHOTO
opexa, W IMOMHHIIb, YTO COJHIIE TaM >KapKoe Kpymibli ToA. Thl IpOM3HECEHb BCE 3TO
JOBEPUTEIbHBIM TOHOM, OYJITO y Hac €CTh 4TO-TO OOIlee, B TO BpEMs KaK 3TO 00Ilee — TO, YTO
TBOM HAPOJ KPAJET Y MOETO.

51 mompormty, 4ToObl THI cka3zana MHe. Cka3zajia MHE, YTO Y Hac OCTAHETCA Ha KU3Hb IOCJIE
BBIIJIATHI HAJIOTA UMIIEPATOPY. A Thl OTBETHUIIb, YTO HE 3HAEIIb. UTo Tebe Bce paBHO.

[Toka on roBopu, Kectpei nmoaHsuiace co CBOEro MecTa.

— Torna s 3amonuy, — NpoOnOJLKUI ApUH, — a Thl MOMeENIAelb CBoi yail. Mbl 00a caenaem
HECKOJBbKO rI0TKOB. UTo sxe? MeHHO Tak Bce u OyaeT?

VY Kecrtpen kpyxxunach rojaosa.

— Viigu, — nOpolienTtaia oHa, XOTd caMma cTosuia. ApuH He meBesnbHyncs. OH CMOTpel Ha
HEe, 3alPOKUHYB I'OJIOBY U IUIOTHO CXaB 4YeNIIOCTH, U KecTpen He Momia NoHATh, KaK Ha €ro JUIE
BCE €IIE MOXET OCTaBaThCA ATO BBIPAXKEHHUE: KECTKOE OXUIAHWE U 3Jas yBEpEeHHOCTbh. «He
MOJABEN MEHS, — FOBOPHUJIM €ro ria3a. — He moaseau camy ceOs».

Omna BbIDIA U3-3a CTOJIA.

— Tbl He Takasi, — KpHUKHYJI OH el Bcien. M3 xpaHuinina nosiBUJICS OMOIMOTeKaph, YTOObI
yCHOKOUTH €ro. KecTpen He ocTaHOBUIIACH.

ApuH ckasai:

— Kak y Te0s mosiydaercsi He CThIIUTHCS HEJIOTUYHOCTH CBOEH XKU3HU?

[Torom moGaBu:

— Kak y Te0s mony4yaeTcs He 4yBCTBOBATh ce€0s IMMyCTOM?

«Te1 He mpaB, — noxymana Kecrtpen, mpoxons uepe3 ABepU OMOIMOTEKH U TO3BOJISISI UM
3aXJIONHYTHCS Y HEE 32 CIIMHOM. — ThI HE TIpaBy.
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Kectpen npoxana, cuis 3a CBOMM TyaJ€THBIM CTOJMKOM. byns mpokisit Tenced. byap oH
MPOKJISIT 3a TO, YTO HE CIEIUT 3a CBOMMHU MUCbMaMH WJW CHUT JONO3/IHA, MO3BOJIsAS ApHUHY
Kornarbesi B HUX. OHa ObUIa OCMOTpPUTEIBHA B TOM, YTO MHCajia, — IPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JBOPE
JT00bIe TallHbI, OKa3aBIMecs Ha Oymare, CTAaHOBWINCH IIPEAMETOM CIYXOB, — HO 4YTO, €CJIU Obl OHA
3a0b11a 00 OCTOPOKHOCTU?

Ona penmiia niepecMOTpeTh cBoM IaH. He crTomyio oxumgarb, 4to TEHCEH CMOXKET
caepkuBarh ApuHa. [TyrmocTeio ObUTIO Jaxe AymMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI CTaTh HOBBIM MH(OpPMATOPOM
MUHHUCTpa 3emiieaenus. YTo 3a Kyparop HNIMHOHCKOW CETH MO3BOJISIET, YTOOBI €ro MUChMa YUTAIU
Ipyrue Jroau?

Onnako 4uto 3a Oymylas IITHOHKA CTaBUT HA MHUCbMax COOCTBEHHYIO meuarh? OTo ObLia
riynasi ommoxka.

Kectpen mocMmotpena Ha (akoHbI, KOTOPHIMH OBbUT 3aCTaBI€H €€ TYAJIETHBIA CTOJUK, U
npejcraBuia cede, ¢ KakuM 3BOHOM BCE€ OHHM pPa300bIOTCS O KaMEHHbIM Moj. DTo Oyner
ONYIIMTENbHBINA, ONMMcTaTeNbHbId Tpox0oT. OHAKO MpolUia MUHYTA, 32 HEHl elle onHa, u Kectpen
YCIIOKOMJIACh, 4 3aT€M aKKypaTHO MOTSHYJIACh K CIPSATAHHOW 3a APYTUMH COCyIaMHu OaHOUKE.

Korma ona mocMmoTtpena Ha 6aHOYKY B CBOEH pyKe, €l MoKa3anoch, OyITO EeMKOCTh HaXOIUTCSA
JaNeK0-1aJIEKO.

«Tb1 HE Takas», — ckazan ApuH.

Ee manpipl kpenko oOxBarwiu OaHKy, W OHa MoaHecia ee mobnmxke kK cebe. Kecrpen
YABIOHYJACh CIEP)KAHHOM YIBIOKOW, XPYIKOM, KaK CTEKJIO MO €€ HOTTAMHM.

JINYMHKKA MAaCKUPOBOYHOM MOJM MpeBparwyinch B KykoJiokK. Illenk ObL1 Bech MOKPBIT
pa30yXIIMMU KaThIIKAMH.

Kectpen BepHyna 6anky Ha Mecto. OHa MOJOXK/ET, TOKA MOJIb BRUTYMHUTCA. Jl0aro kaare He
npujeTcs. A 3aTe€M OHa CHIENIAeT CBOM XO/I.
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OHa mpuTBOpUJIaCh, YTO HEMHOTO MPUOOJIENIa: MOAXBATUIA TPOCTYIY OT TOrO, YTO CIHUIIKOM
J0JITO Tpocujiena B 3UMHEM caay. Bepekc He HaBeCcTHs €€, HO MPHUCIAl BEXJIUBYIO 3aMHUCKy U
(hIaKOH ¢ TeKapCTBOM.

Ot uMnepatropa He IPUIUIO HU CIIOBA.

Kectpen nanucana /[>kecc 3aa0pHOE MUCHMO, HAMMOJIHEHHOE OOIPHIMHU PeUYEeBBIMU 000POTAMH,
KOTOpbIE BhIrOBapuBaiu J[»kecc 3a To, 4TO OHa Opocuiia MOAPYTY B TsKelble BpeMeHa. OKuaanoch
CIIMIIIKOM MHOIO TIPa3JHECTB C OTPOMHBIM KOJHUYECTBOM CKYUHBIX Jtofeh. Jl»kecc ocTaBuiia
KecTpen 6e33anmTHOiM.

«Mos monpyra HyxHa MHe», — Hanucaida Kectpen, HO yBujeiaa 3a CBOMM 3a0CTPEHHBIM
nouyepkoM TpeBory. Ee Hauanm My4uTh cTpax, 4TO OHA, cama TOro He 3Has, oouzaena [[xecc, u Ta
Opocuia ee.

«51 Bugena eroy», — ckazana torga J>xecc. Ona Bujena Ha 6amy ApuHa.

Ho 3arem ona cxana B temHoTe pyky Kectpen. Eciu Obl oHa yragana, rne Obid ApUH C
Kectpen, noka ocranbHble TaHILIEBaJIM, OHA HE cTana Obl 3TOTO JIeJaTh, BEPHO?

Bo3moxHo, Bua Apuna Hamyran J»xecc. Kectpen He Mornia ee BuHuTH. B HOub [lepBO3uMHETO



BoccTanus J[»kecc crana cBuaereneMm Ttakoro, yero Kecrpen He Buaena. M Jlxxecc 3Hana, 4ro 3a
BCEM 3TUM CTOsUT ApHH.

Kectpen 3auepkHyna OCIeIHIO0 CTPOUKY CBOETO UCHMA.

«51 ckyyaro, CECTpEeHKa», — HaIlicajaa OHa BMECTO 3TOrO.

OtBet Jl>kecc mpuinen HECKOPO M ObLT KpaTok. J[kecc ycrana, OOBSICHSJIOCH B IMUCHME, €€
COCTOSIHME OKAa3aJIOCh Xy)Ke, 4eM OHa aymaia. «K ToMy BpeMeHH, KaK Thl OJIYYHIIb 3TO MUCHMO,
— roBopuia Jlxecc, — MBI YK€ BepHEMCSI Ha I0T». Ye3xkana Bcs cembsd. [[xkecc coxanena 00 3ToM.

Koe-uTo ee oTBeT Bce ke 00bacHs1. Ho KecTpen oco3Hana, 4To B KOTOPBIN pa3 MepeUnThHIBACT
MHUCHhMO B CBOEH MyCTOW NMPUEMHOW, BBHIMCKMBAs B HEM NPHU3HAKH HEXXHOM JIOOBH, OyATO 3TO
YyBCTBO MOHO OBUIO YIOBUTH B JBOWHOM TOYKE HaJa OyKBOM «i1» WJIM B 3aBUTYILIKAX MOCIETHETO
npemtoxenus. Kasamocs, IMCTOK B pyke Kectpen HUUETro He BECUT.

KecTpen HETOBKO Msiiia B aJIbIIaX BOCKOBYIO Iedarb. OHa mbITanack HE JyMarb O TOM, YTO HE
cMora yBuaeTh Jkecc Ha miporanue. O ToMm, kKak 0e3/1r0jHasi KOMHaTa BHE3AIHO cTalla elle 0oJiee
IIYCTOH.
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Kectpen ocraBanacek B TOM 4aCTH CBOMX IIOKOEB, KyJla IOCETUTEIISIM BXOIUTh HE PAa3pEIAIOCh:
B CHAJIbHE U TapAepoOHON. A OIHaXbl, XOTh OHA HUKAaK HE MOIVIA YCIBIATh TPEINETAHUE TaKUX
KPOXOTHBIX KpBUIBIIIEK, OHAa IOIHSAJA TOJIOBY, OBICTpPO MOIOLUIA K TYaJETHOMY CTOJIUKY U
pa3nBuHYyna (JIaKOHBI, YTOOBI YBUJIETh, KaK B CBOEH OaHOYKE BBUTYILISAECTCS MAaCKHUPOBOYHASI MOJIb.
HexkoTopsle MOTBUIBKH BCE €1e BRIOMPATUCh U3 KOKOHOB. Jlpyrue oOJenuian CTeKII0, U UX KPbUIbs
ObUIM TPO3PayHbIMU, & HEKOTOPhIE COOPAIUCH Yy OCHOBaHUS MNPOOKH M MOKPBUIMCH CBETJIO-
KOPUYHEBBIMU MSATHAMU.

Kectpen 3axmia cBeuy. Korma Bce MOTBUIBKM BBUTYIUIIUCH, @ CBeYa JOropesa, OHa 3ajuiia
npoOKy OaHOYKH pacIuiaBiIeHHBIM BockoM. KecTpen mioTHO 3amedarana cocyl, YToObl B HETO HE
IPOHUKAJ BO3JYX.

Yepe3 neHp motbulbku ymepinu. Ilocie storo Kecrtpen oObsiBUiIa CBOMM Cily’KaHKaM, 4YTO
YyBCTBYET c€0sl HAMHOTO JIyYllIe.
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B nBopiioBoii rajgepee ObuT Ha3HAYeH MpUEM. [ O0cTel MPUIIACKIN BOCXUTUTHCS KOJJIECKITUEH
KpaJeHbIX KapTuH umieparopa. Korma-to oren pacckassiBasn Kecrpen, 4To apMuu B 3aBOEBAaHHOM
ropojie ObLIO 3aMpeeHO YHUUTOXATh IPOU3BEACHUS HCKYCCTBA.

— EMy He nOHpaBUIIOCH, YTO 51 CPOBHSI C 3emier ['epaHckui asopen. — ['eHepan moxan
meyamMu. — Ho 3To ObUT TAKTUYECKU BEPHBIN X0/,

Ee oren Hukorga He Oosuics mMmneparopa, u Kectpen ckazana cebe, 4TO TOXKE HE JOJKHA.
[ToaToMy, Ha BUIy y BCEX IOCTEH, BBIXQXKMBAIONMX MEXIY CTaryasMd M KapTuHamu, Kectpen
HanpaBuiach K TeHCeny.

B u3ymyieHMH TPUTIONHSIIOCH HECKOIbKO OpoBei («BOT yk HHMKAaK HE MOXET PaccTarhbCs C
repaHuamu!y — mnpousia MbICIA NPUABOPHBIX KecTpel), HO uMmIieparop cervac HaxXoOuics K Heu
CIIMHOM, a €l HeoOXoAMMO JIMIIL HEeCKOJIbKO MTHOBeHHUU. KecTpesn ckoyib3HyIa pyKoll B KapMaH
TJIAThA.

TeHceH crosn nepes neizaxeM, yKpaJIeHHbIM C F0)KHBIX OCTPOBOB. ApuHa psAaoM He O0bu10. OH
3anasjpiBajl. BO3MOXKHO, OH penmii BOOOIe He MPUXOAUTh, YYUTHIBAS UX TTOCIETHUMN pa3roBop.

Ha n36pannoii TeHceHoM kapTuHE ObUTH M300pa’KE€HBI BIOETIEHHBIE MOJISI — XOJICT OCTaBISIIN
paclpaBiI€HHbBIM Ha COJHIIE, YTOOBI OH BBITOpPENI, — W MOCEBbl UHIAUTOHOCHBIX I[BETOB, KOTOPHIE
BBIPALBAJIN JJIS IOJIYYEHHS KPACKU.

— Jlenu Kectpen, — pagoctHo Havan Tencen, Ho KecTpen nepeduina ero.

— [lo Bcelt BUAMMOCTH, Bbl YMEETE OLICHUTDh XOPOIIMU Nei3ax, — CKa3ajga oHa. — Bl 3HaIN,
YTO 9TU I[BEThl OBUIM HANHCaHbl HACTOSAUMM HWHAUTO? OHU CHUMBOJIM3UPYIOT TO K€, YeM U
SBJISTFOTCSL.

Kectpen Hauana rpoMKO M MPOCTPAHHO TOBOPUTH O kuBonucH. OHa HaOIIo#ana 3a TeM, Kak
HEKOTOpBIE MPUJBOPHBIE, KOTOpPbIE OBUIO 3aMHTEPECOBAIUCH €€ Pa3roBOPOM C TE€PAHCKUM
MHUHHUCTPOM M XOTEIU MOACIYIIATh, C pa304apOBaHUEM OTBEPHYIUCH. KecTpesn crana mocTeneHHo
MOHWKATh TOJOC. TEeHCeH KJad, U B €ro 3€JICHBIX IVIa3aX TOpesio JIOOOMBITCTBO — a TaKKe
OCTOpPO’KHAsl HaJiek/1a. XOTh OH TaK M HE MPOYUTAN 3aIMHUCKY, KOTOPYIO NepexBarui ApUH, eMy
HEeCII0KHO ObLIO Aoraaarhes, uto Kectpen xoTena o0CyIuTh HE TOJIBKO KUBOIHKCH.

Omna nocrana pyKy U3 KapMaHa.

— CTonp TOHKHE AeTaIN, — MPOU3HECIA AEBYIIKA, YKa3biBass. — llomisiaure, MoYTH Kax bl
JIETIECTOK BBIMUCAH OTIEIBHO.

JlerkuM NMpUKOCHOBEHHEM OHA MOCAANIA MEPTBYIO MACKMPOBOYHYIO MOJIb Ha KapTUHY BHU3Y,
r7e XOJICT OBUT 3aKperuieH B paMe. MOTBIIEK YIEMHUIICS 32 Marepuio U OKpacwuiics B (MOJIETOBBIN
uBeT. OH CTall YacThIO Meh3axa.

TeHceH mocMOTpen Ha MOJIb, a 3aTeM Ha KecTpen.

JleByIllka TUXO MTPOU3HECIIA:

— S BbIICHIO, uTO ycnen noaciaymars TpuaH. Korna s caenaro 3To, TO OCTaBIIO 3/1€Ch ISl BAaC
eme ogHy Mouib. [Ipuxoaute B 3Ty rajepero kaxaoe yrpo. [lonmoburte sty kaptuny. Mimrte Ha Hei
Mosb. OHa COOOIMT BaM, YTO s1 HA3HAYAIO BCTpEUYy.

— I'ne?

— 3a mpeaenamMu ABOpLA.

Opnako Kectpen mioxo 3Hana ropoJ U HE MOTJia Ha3BaTh 00J€€ TOYHOE MECTO.

— B ropoge ectb ogHa TaBepHa, B KOTOPOl OOCITY>KMBAIOT T'€PaHIIEB...



— Torma TamMm 00CITYXKMBAaIOT M KalmuTaHa JBOPILOBBIX IIMUOHOB. MMmeparop 3HAET, KTO BB,
Tencen. [loka OH HHKAaK HE MBITAETCS MOMELIATH BaM, ITOTOMY 4YTO XOYET BBIICHUTH, YTO BaM
M3BECTHO U KaK Bbl CTAHETE MOCTYNATh, UCXOAS U3 ITUX CBEIACHUM.

Kectpen cHoBa B3NIAHYa Ha umIieparopa. K HeMy mofomen pacKpacCHEBUIMICS MPUHIL
Bepekc u uTo-To pasropsueHHo roBopui. JIumo ummneparopa, moBepuyroe k Kectpen B mpodusib,
BBIPAXaJI0 HACMEUUIUBYIO CKYKY.

— I'me Tornpa? — cnpocun TeHceH.

KecTpen cmoTpena, kak uMneparop B3sl y CIy>KaHKU OOKall BUHA, a 3aT€M CIIy’KaHKa CIIUJIach
C TOJIIOM, OyITO TOXKE ObLIA MAaCKHPOBOYHOU MOJIBIO. «JI¥0mu HE CMOTPAT Ha paboB», — cKazal
ApuH. Y Kectpen nosBunace uies.

— Kak B0 ABOpeEI] JOCTABISIOT CBEKYIO MPOBU3UIO?

— KyxoHHas mnpuciyra MOKymaeT €€ Ha TOpOJACKOM pbIHKE, B OakaJeWHBIX JIOTKaX W Ha
Msicaom Psny.

— Jla. Tam. Me1 BctpetuMmces Ha Pany. Eciiu Bl ofeHeTech Kak IpUCIyra, Ha BaC HUKTO U HE
B3TJISIHET.

— Opnako HeBecTa MPHUHIA 0053aTEIBLHO MTPUBIICUET BHUMAHHUE.

— O cebe 51 103a004YCh.

Eli He Tepnenoch pa3pICHUTH CAMYIO TOHKYIO JI€Tajlb BCTPEUYU: BPEMSI.

— Ilocmotpute. — OnHa yKaszajga Ha HIDKHIOIO OalKy paMKh W Tompocwia TeHceHa
NpEeACTaBUTh, YTO 3TO pa3BepHyTas JUHUS 000IKa 4acoB W BAOJb HEE OT paccBeTa JO 3akara
IBUKETCSI BpeMsi. MecTo, rie OyeT JekKaTh MOJIb, YKOKET 4ac UX BCTPEUH Ha CIICIYIONMM JICHb.

— YT0, €Cu MOJIb 3aMETUT KTO-TO APYTOn?

— O10 npocTo MoJib. OOBIKHOBEHHBIN BpeauTesib. OHA HUYETO HE 3HAYUT.

— Cityra MOX€eT HalTh MOJIb JIO TOTO, KaK 1 YBUXKY €€.

— Torma MMEHHO 3Ta MBICIb TMEPBOM NPUAET MHE B TOJIOBY, €CIM S HE YBHXKY Bac B
Ha3zHaueHHoe BpeMs Ha Psny. [locnymaiite, TeHceH, BaM HY)KHA MOS IOMOIIb WU HET?

OHa moHMMala €ro COMHEHHUs, HO ATO Tep3ajio ee Bce OoJbllle, TaK KaKk OHAa HE MOIJa
n30aBUTHCA OT ONIyIIEHUs, OyITO BCTyMAaeT B WPy, OOpedYeHHYIO Ha mpourpseil [lobenutens
MOJIHOCTBIO 3HAET Hamepel CBO0 TakTUKY — KecTpen Buiena ToJIbKO OJIMH X0/, MOXKET, JABA.

["osoc Bepekca cranoBusics Bce rpomue. Kectpen He Moriia pa3o0paTh CJIOB, HO TOJIOBBI CTalIu
MOBOPAYMBATHCS €IIIE JI0 TOTO, Kak Bepekc OykBajIbHO BBUIETEN U3 rajiepeu.

— XomAT CiyXd, YTO TPHUHI] HE OA0OpSEeT MPOUCXONAIEe Ha BOCTOKE, — MpoOOpMOTal
Tencen.

Kectpein He xoTena 1yMaTh 0 BOCTOKE.

— PaOb1 moroBapuBaroT, 4To BOCTOYHAs MpuHIlecca Bepekcy kak cectpa, — nodasui TeHceH.
— Ilociie ee noXUILEHUSI KX HEKOTOPOE BPEMS PACTUIIN BMECTE.

I'maza Kectpen HEBOJIBHO 00OpaTWwiiMCh K Puile, u, Korja oHa yBujesia MPUHIIECCY, CTOSBIIYIO
Ha JpyroM KOHII€ IMHHOrO XoJiia, KpoBb KectTpein, kaszamoch, morepsiia cBoil 1BeT. Kectpen
MOYYBCTBOBaJIA, KaK 3aruxaer ee myabc. OHa mpejcTaBuia, Kak KpOBb, TOJYKAaMU OETyIlasi 1Mo ee
Telly, CTaHOBUTCS PO30BOM, 3areM TMpo3padyHol. KpucranbHO 4YHCTOH BOMOHM, CBOOOIHO
MEPETUBAIOIIEHCS B )KUJIAX.

He Puma 3actaBuiia Kectpei 1moxononeTb, ¥ HE MUHHUATIOPHAS BOCTOYHASI KapTHUHA, KOTOPYIO
MpUHIIECCa pa3misablBaia, Kak HeObIBaIyl0 NUKOBUHKY. He Tocka Ha nuie Punm, ckazana cebe
Kecrpen.

Ho B 3T0I1 ranepee He ObLI0 HUUETO OOJIBIIE, YTO MOIVIO OBl OKaTUTh KecTpesn TakuM CUIIbHBIM



YyBCTBOM BHUHBL.

— Banopusa onmepxana mobeay Ha BOCTOYHBIX paBHHMHAaX, — ckazan TeHceH. — Bwi He
ciapimanin? Het? YTo K, BaM HE3I0pOBHIIOCH. Bamn oten oTpaBuil JolaAe MECTHBIX IJIEMEH K
3aXBaTUJI paBHUHBL. Bce mpou3zonuio 6sicTpo.

KecTpen neitanace He ciymaTh ero. OHa cMOTpelia Ha OIMHOKYIO (PUTYpY IPUHIIECCHI.

Kectpen nonoaeTr k Hel. OHa ocTaBUT TeHCEHA W MOJIb I[BETA UHIWTO U MPOMJIET CKBO3b
TOJIITY TPUIBOPHBIX, MEXKJY CTaTys MU U3 MBUIbHOIO KaMHS$, MPUBE3EHHBIMUA BMECTE C MPOYUMU
HarpaOJIEHHBIMH IIEHHOCTSIMU ceBepHoOU TyHJiphl. Eciiu Kectpen ne nmomoiiner k Puine ceituac, To
CTaHET OJHOM W3 ATUX CTATyM: TJIAAKOM, XOJIOITHOM, HEMTOABUKHOM.

Ho ona He ycnena cABUHYTHCS ¢ MECTa, TOTOMY YTO K IPUHIIECCE MOAOLIEN KTO-TO APYrOM.

Oto Obu1 ApuH. OH MArko 3aroBopuli ¢ Pumeit. Kectpen He Moriia yclblmarh ero rojoc — He
C TAKOTO PACCTOSIHUS, HE YEPE3 Tyl roJ0coB MpUABOpHbIX. Ho oHa 3Hana. OHa Buzena COUyBCTBUE
B €ro ma3ax, B IJIaBHOM HU3THO€ ero pra. ApuH HE MOI CKa3aTh 3TOW IOHOHW JEBYIIIKE HUYETO,
KpoMe TEIUIbIX cI0B. OH HAKJIOHWIICS K HEW. Pullla oTBeTUIIa €EMY, U OH KOCHYIICSI TpEMSI TTaJIbIIaMU
TBUIBHOW CTOPOHBI €€ JIaJIOHU.

N Apun He mor He ckopOeTh BMecTe ¢ Putieit. OH Toxe moTepsia cembio. OH MOTEpsIT BCE U3-
3a BajopuaHieB. KoHeuHo, 3To cOmmkano ero ¢ ee morepeir. OO0Imee rope co3gaBajio yOSKHIIE
BOKpYT HUX. Y0exuine, B koTropoe Kectpen Bxoaa He ObLTO.

B mo6om cimydae, uro Obl OHa ckazaya Pure?

OTO MOs BUHA.

Wnu: Morio ObITh XyXKe.

D710 OBUIO OBI TAK K€ MIYNO, KaK TOBOPUTH TIpaBay ApuHy. KecTpen npunuiocsk Obl POTJIOTUTH
CBOU CJIOBA U MOJYarb, U MNPOMIOTUTH UX CHOBA, MOKA OHA HE PA3MYyeTCd U HE TMOTSHKEIEET OT
BCETO, YTO HE MOYKET MPOU3HECTH.

[TomaumeT nu ApuH B3IV, YBUAWT JIM, 9YTO OHa HaOmromaet 3a HUMH? Ho ero mmaza Obutn
IIPUKOBaHBI K Puire.

Kectpen ka3anocsk, 4To ee ku3Hb npuHsia GopMy CKIAJIHOTO HOXKa, U CEpJIIe CTAJIO JIE3BUEM,
3aKJIFOYEHHBIM B IEPEBIHHOM TEJE-PYKOSITH.

— Bam nyume yiith, — HeoxugaHHo mnpouszHec TeHceH. OHa 3a0bUia, YTO OH CTOMT
HAIIPOTUB, YTO OHU OKPYKEHBI MPUIBOPHBIMH M UTO OHA XOTEJa CHIEJIaTh Pa3roBop ¢ TeHCEHOM
KpaTKUM, HACKOJIbKO BO3MOXXHO. OHa HE XoTea ObITh 3aMEUEHHONW UMIIEPATOPOM.

KoTtopslii cMOTpeI1 Ha HUX ¢ IPYyroro KOHIIA Tajlepen.

OH kunen ot apoctu. bimxannme Kk HEMY IPUABOPHBIE TOYYBCTBOBAJIM 3TO U OTOLILIH.

— Ilogoxaure, — cka3ana oHa TeHCeHy, XOTsI UMIIEPATOP YK€ HAIIPABIISUIICSA B UX CTOPOHY.

— He nymaro, 4To 3T0 XOpoias uaes.

— Ilopoxaute. [ToueMy Mol OTel OTpaBUI BOCTOUHBIX JIOIIAACH ?

— Ilouemy BanopuaHiipl BoOOIE 4TO-TO jAeyatoT? Jljs moOenbl, 3TO O4EBUIAHO. A TENEph,
€CJIA Bbl MPOCTUTE MEHS...

— OT10 Obu1a ero uaes? Mmneparopa? Mnu yto Tam roBopsT?

BbL10 JT1 M3BECTHO, KAKYIO POJIb B 3aXBaT€ PABHUH ChIrpasia OHA?

— JIBOpY HEBAXKHO, KaK WJIK TToUeMy reHepan TpasiH caenan 31o. JIBop paayercs pe3ynbTary.

— Cnacubo, — cka3zana Kectpen, Ho TeHceHa yxxe u ciiesl IpoCThiI.

Nmneparop nmpubnusuics K Heid. KecTpen cTtapanack He ONMYCTUTh PYKY Ha CBOM YKpaIllleHHbBIN
IparoleHHbIMHA KaMHSIMH KUHKaJI. CTapanach HE IymMarb O TOM KHHKaJle, KOTOPBIA Jajl e OTel U
KOTOpBIH 3a0pait ummeparop. ToJirma paccTynuiaach, OCTABIIsSS BOKPYT HUX IIMPOKYIO MTYCTOTY.



— 4 roBopui1 TeO€ 00XOAUTH FEPaHIIEB CTOPOHOM, — MPOILIMUIIET UMIIEPATOP.

— Her, He roBopunu. — Ee ronoc 6but uynom. CriokoitHblii. PoBHbI. He MoXkeT ObITh, 4TOOBI
OH IpUHAJIe)KaN €. — 4l He MPUITOMHIO TAKHUX CIIOB.

— 41 BBIpa3uiICcs MPEAENBHO SICHO.

Pyka mmneparopa siemia Ha ee pyky. [IpuABOpHBIM 3TOT KECT MOT IMOKAa3aTbCsA JIACKOBBIM.
OHu He BUIENH, KaK ero OOJbILION MaJiel] CAABUII IIOTh Ha CTUOE €€ JIOKTSI.

Cnavyana Oonp Obuia moutu He3zameTHOHM. [lo-merckm menouHoil. Bcece 3To He Kkaszanoch
Cepbe3HbIM, UTO nano Kectpen xpaOpocTs JiraTh:

— OT0 51 U ckazana MUHHUCTPY TeHceny. Uto g Oonbie He mocou B ['epane. Pa3Be HE 3TOTO BbI
xotenu? S mymana, 9to OyAeT BEKIJIMBBIM COOOIMTHE MUHUCTPY JIMYHO.

— Sl yauBieH, 4To Bbl HE CKa3aaH 3TO TyOepHATOPY.

— 5] He X041y rOBOpPUTH C TYyOEPHATOPOM.

— Het? Bl He roBopuiu ¢ ApuHOM?

VY uMmneparopa ObUIM OCTPHIE HOTTH.

Kectpen moutu yBuzena cBOO OHMOKY, HO Apyras 4acThb €€ HacTaWBajla, YTO HUKAKON
OIIMOKHU OBITh HE MOXET, HE C HUM. Ee pa3yM Hanmuics TshKecThro. U XOTd ee BHE3alHO MPOH3UIO0
OCO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO OHA HATBOPHJIA, CTPAX pa3zbeail MbICIH, Jiral € U MpUKa3bIBajl JArark. JIrars
TaK, 9YTOOBI JIOKb 3By4aia MpaBanBO.

— Her, — orBeTmiia ona ummneparopy. — KoHeuHoO, HeT.

— D70, — OpoUIeNTal UMIIEPATOP, — COBCEM HE TO, YTO TOBOPST MO OUOIUOTEKAPH.

Ero xBarka crana eme cuibHee. bonb ycununack. OHa cMenanach O CTPaxoM, IPUTBO3MIIA
Horu KecTpen k moay.

— TsI ocnymanack mens, Kecrpen. JIBax bl

— 4 coxanero, — npousHecia OHa, — IPOCTHUTE.

Nmmneparop ormyctui ee pyky. Ero maneir ObuT B KpOBH.

— Her, TbI He coxaneenib, — cka3all OH, — HO Oyzellb.



I'maBa 13

OpHako UMIEpaTOp HUYETO HE MPEAITPUHUMAIL.

Crpax Kectpen Bo3pacran. Pana-nosrymecsi] 1 TEMHBIM CUHSIK HA BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHE JIOKTS
HE MOIIA ObITh €IMHCTBEHHBIM €€ HaKa3aHHUEM.

[Tucema Kectpen k Jl»ecc, HanmojJHEHHbIE (DAIBIIIMBON PaIOCThIO, OCTABAINCH 0€30TBETHBIMH.
Kectpen Obulo momymana, 4yTo UMIEparop MOT MepexBaTbiBarh €€ mnuchbma. Ho 3TO, XOTh U
MPUYUHSIIO 00J1b, OBUIO HEAOCTATOYHON MECTBIO CO CTOPOHBI MMIieparopa. CTOUIIO 0XKHUJIaTh Yero-
TO XYJILIETO.

Ona BuJena, Kak OH mnoctynail c¢ apyrumu. HepgaBHO onuH conpar ObUl OOBHHEH B
J€3epPTUPCTBE, U €r0 BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHBIE POAUTEIN MOJWINA O CHUCXOXIEHHU. Jle3epTupcTBO
obuto gopmoit u3meHsl. Hakazanme 3a u3mMeHy — cMmepTh. [IpuaBopHBIE MOrOBapUBaIId, YTO,
BO3MO>HO, TOJIBKO B MOPSJKE UCKITIOUEHUS, 3TOT COJIIAT «OTIPABUTCS HA CEBEP», UTO O3HAYAJIO HA
Karopry B TyHapy. Ho ponurenu, oueBUaHO, HAJEAIUCh Jaxe Ha OoJiee OaronpusiTHbIN ucxod. Mx
30JI0TO HAIIUIO JOPOTY B HYXKHbIE KapMaHbl. OHM PETYIISIPHO XOJIaTaliCTBOBAJIM TIEPE]] UMIIEPATOPOM
00 0cBOOOXKeHUM ChIHA. MIMIieparop ynbiOancs U TOBOPHII, UTO MoayMaeT. Ero 3a0aBisiio xaark U
HaOJI01aTh, KaK JIFOAU U3BUBAIOTCS HA KOHYMKE HOXA OXKUJIaHU.

Kectpen He Momia n30aBUTHCS OT YyBCTBA CThIZA 32 CBOIO OmmMOKY. OT HEMOJABIACTHOMN BOJIE
BUHBI 32 TO, YTO OHA MOMNAJach. XyX€ TOTO: B HEW MOCEIUIOCH CKOJIb3KOE, W3BUBAIOILECECS
comHeHnne. O yeM oHa TOJBKO JyMalia CO CBOEH MOJIBbIO U MpeaaTeIbCKUMU 00emaHusIiMu TeHceHy?

Ona nogymara, 4To Obl CKa3al ee OTell, y3Hail OH.

Omna nojtymasa o TIOpbME U U3YyBEUEHHBIX NaJibliaX TpUHHA.

OnHako, MOXET OBbITh, HMMIIEPATOP IUIAHUPOBAJ HaKazaHWE, OOJIbIlE TMOAXOAIIEeE JIs
peOeHKa, HarpuMep, JIUIIMTh €€ UTPHI Ha POsiIe.

B03MOXHO, OH YHU3UT €€ Nepe/1 MPUABOPHBIMH.

Bo3MOXHO, eMy XBaTUT YKPaJACHHbBIX THCEM.

Cunsik Ha nokte KecTpen ucues, paHka 3aTsiHyJIaCh.

Bce eme B TpeBore, KecTpen HakoHel pelmia, YTO HMIIEPATOP HE CTAHET PHUCKOBATh,
MIPUMEHSIS KpailHue MephI K Jouepu renepana TpasHa.

Ona obOenana ¢ uMmeparopoM Kaxabldi AeHb. OH ObLT MOAO3PUTENIBHO J00PBIM, Jaxce
3a00TIUBBIM. Ben cebs Tak, OyaTo HUUEro He MPOU30IILIO.

Kectpen nepecrana xaaTh yaapa, KOTOPOTo A0 CUX ITOP HE MOCIEA0BAIIO.

MoxeT, 1 HUKOT1a HE MOCIIEAYeT.

%k sk sk

Jlns ApuHa WMIEpPaTOpCKU JBOpel] ObUT OONBIIMM JIApPIOM apXUTEKTYpPHBIX IIyTOK.
Brnpouem, emy ObIJIO BCE paBHO, CKOJIBKO pa3 KOPUJOPHI 3aKaHYMBAIKUCH TynukoM. He umerno
3HAUYE€HUS TOJOBOKPYKUTEIbHOE MHOXKECTBO KOMHAT JUIsl OTJIbIXa U pa3BiedeHuii. OH He oOpatnal
BHUMAaHUS Ha Y3KHE BHUHTOBBIC JIECTHUIIBL, KOTOPHIE MOIVIM pa3BETBUTHCS B HECKOIBKUX
HanpaBiICHUSIX.

JIBopell, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ObLI BCETO JIWIIb 3/IaHUEM, a4 B KaXKJIOM 3/IaHUU MPUCITYre
OTBOJMJIOCH OJTHO U TO K€ MECTO — XY/IIIEE.

Tak 4dro, Korma ApuH OTHpaBWIICS Ha MOWCKU MOpPTHUXHU KecTpen, eMy HE COCTaBUIIO Tpyda



Hautu ee. OH crycTuics 1o JiecTHUIE. Bomen B TemMHOTY. [locienoBan 3a 3arxjiibiM BO3IYXOM.
HeBbiHOCHMMas sxapa. OroHb KyXOHHBIX I€Ye. 3anax noTa v >KapeHoro Jyka.

Cnyru-repaniisl ObutH 1t00e3HbIMU. CrrikoM Ji00e3HbIMU. VX Tita3a cusinu. OHH pacckasaim
Obl emy 4To yrogHo. OHM Jake KaszalucCh PACCTPOCHHBIMU, UYTO HMX CIPOCHUJIA BCEro JIUIIL O
MECTOHAX0XXJACHUM TMOPTHUXU. [[axke palbl U3 IPyrux 3aXBaY€HHBIX TEPPUTOPUH, SI3BIKU KOTOPHIX
ApUH HE 3HaJl U KOTOpblE pabOTaiMi B COCTOSHUU HAIPSOKEHHOW W 3allyTaHHOW HEepapXvuu ¢
OCBOOOK/ICHHBIMU T'e€paHIlaMU, CMOTPEIU Ha ApUHA C BBIpAXKEHUEM, OJTM3KUM K TTOYTEHHUIO.

ApuHa OKaTuJIo )apoM Heyaauu. byaTro 3To ObUI sii, KOTOPHIA OXBATHIBAET TEJIO MOCTEIEHHO.
['epannipl mpocwyin pacckaszarb, Kak ApuH oOpymmi ropy Ha Boiicka Bamopuu. Kakx on cmac
MHUHUCTpa TeHceHa BO BpeMs IITypMa OgHOro u3 moMectuil. OT cTpenbl apbanera WM OT
OpOITIEHHOTO KMHXKaIa?

OTu ucTopuu HUYero He crowsv. Bee, uto ApuH caenan, HaunHas ¢ [lepBo3umHero 6ana u
3aKaHYMBasi €ro IIOCJIECIHUM BBICTYIUIEHHEM MPOTUB BAJOPHAHCKOIO TE€HEpaida, HUYETrO HE
M3MeHMI0. Ero Hapo 10 cux mop mpuHaIeKan UMIICpUH.

— Jlenusi, — HanmoMHWJI ApUH TepaHIlaM, CTPYIUBIIMMCS BOKPYr HEro Ha caMoOM OOJIBINIOiM
KyxHe. — [ 'ne ona?
Ee mactepckas Haxomuiack B Oojee aKKyparHOW 4YacTH 3aMKa — B PAaCIOJIOKEHHOM Ha

MEPBOM 3Ta)K€ MOMENICHUH, KY/la MPOHUKAIO JOCTATOYHO CBETA, 3aCTABIISIBUIETO PYIOHBI TKAHU
no6neckuBath. Korna Apun Boien, Jlenus Obiia 3aHsTa IMUTHEM.

Ha ee xoneHsx rpomo3auwics Oorarblii Hapsj BHHHOIO ILiBeTa. Bo pTy mopTHHXa 3axana
HECKOJIBKO TIpsIMBIX OynmaBok. Korma ApuH oOparwics K Hel, OHa MEJUICHHO BBIHYJA MX OIHY 3a
IPYrou.

— 5] Xouy 3HaTh, KTO XOTEN NOAKYIHUTH T€0s, — CKa3ail ApHH.

— S oxupana ot Teds Ipyroro Bompoca.

— 1 O B ropozie. — ApUH HEHaBUJIEN MPOBOAUTH BpeMs BO JBopie. EMy Obui0o HAMHOTO
Jy4Ille B TOPOJIE, XOTSA TOT €My TOKE HE HPABUJICS: €r0 HUKOTAA HE MOKHUIAJIO YYBCTBO HAXOXKICHUS
Ha Bpaxeckoil Tepputopuu. OH OpOIUI IO TOPOTY, IEPKACh Y3KHUX YIo4YeK. — TaMm ecTh TaBepHa...

— 51 3Ha10, 0 YeM Thl. ITO €IMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, IJIe OOCTYKUBAIOT T€pPAHIIEB.

— Tam o0cayXUBaIOT BCEX, U B IEPBYIO OYEPEh — UTPOKOB M cUeTOBOAOB. Eciin ObI cTaBKy
nenan si, To ckazayl Obl, UTO Ha Te0si OXOTUTCS BECh JBOP, UTOOBI MOJYYUTh HAMEK, KaKoe IJIaThe
Oy/leT Ha TBOEU T'OCMOXKE B ICHb CBA/IbObI. BBIMTPHIIT MOKET ObITH BETHUK.

Jlenus Obula 3aHsATa TEM, YTO BThIKaia OyllaBKU B MaJICHbKYIO MOAYIICYKY, TPUKPEIUICHHYIO Y
Hee Ha TaluM. Temepp OHA OCTAHOBHUJIACH M TPOBENA MajblleM II0 T'YCTOH cepeOpsHOM TpaBe
OyJaBoK.

— 5] HUYero HUKOMY HE TOBOPIO O CBaJeOHOM Iarbe. Sl He MpUHUMAIO B3ATKH. Jlaxke OT
TeOs.

— S 1 He TOBOPIO, YTO THI ACNACHIb 3TO. ITO HE TO, UTO MHE HYXHO. [IpocTo Ckaku MHE, KTC
crpammsai y Te0s mpo IJaThe.

— Ecnu Tebe Hy)XeH CUCOK, OH Oy/IeT IJTMHHBIM.

— Torpa ckaxxu MHE, KTO HE CITpaIlBall.

Omna Bce ele OblJIa HACTOPOXKEHA.

— 3auem?

— [loTOMY YTO 3TOT YENOBEK YKE 3HAET.

Jlenusi cHOBa MPUKOCHYIACh K OyJaBKaM.

— I'maBa CeHara, — OTBeTHJIa OHA. — BOJIBIIMHCTBO MPUABOPHBIX MPUXOJAT y3HATH JIMYHO,



Jae BBICOKOIMOCTaBIEHHbIE. OHU HE XOTAT, YTOOBI KTO-JIMOO €IIe YCJbIIAI TO, O YEM S MOTY
ckazarb. Ho miaBa CeHara ko MHe He npuxoaui. Jlaxke ero n1oub, Mapuc, neiTanach BICIPOCUTH Y
MeHs Mpo miarke. OHA XO0Tesna MOAKYMUTh MEHS OOCIaHUeM, YTO S CMOTy paboTarh Ha Hee. —
Jlenns m3gana KOPOTKHM cMEmOK. — S omeBaro MMMEparopcKkyr cempro. MMmmeparop HUKoraa
MEHS HE OTIYCTHT.

Ee maza usydanu ApuHa, IpoBepsis, OCMEIUTCS JIM OH 00€Iarh, YTO YTO-TO U3MEHUTCS, YTO
OH U3MEHUT YTO-HUOYIb JIJIsl HEE.

Ero ropsiunii CThII OXJIAIUIICS U CTal YEPHBIM KOMOM — TBEP/BIM U OOTOPEBIIIM.

ApWH caenal mar K IBEepH.

— C Heil mpou30I1ILIO YTO-TO MI0X0E, — BHE3AIMHO cKa3aa Jlenus.

ApUH OCTaHOBUJICA.

— YTO0 THI UMEEIb B BULY?

— Ee 3a HeCKoJIbKO HEJEIb 10 TOro, KaK Thl IpUeXall, CIyKaHKu Jenu KecTpen npuHecan
MHe marbe. OHo Obuio Oenoe ¢ 30m0ToM. U rpszHoe. [lomon Oynro Tanmics mo 4emMy-To, o 4eMy
— 51 He yBepeHa. Eine rps3b Obuta c3aau. M Ha KoJieHsX. A OMH pyKaB OKa3aJicsl BEIMa3aH B PBOTY.
Heckoiibko mBOB MOpBaIoCh.

Y ApuHa nepecoxyio BO pTy.

— Ciy)kaHKU XOT€NId 3HaTh, CMOTY JIM S IOYMHUTH Ijiarke, — ckazana [enus. — Ho 3To
0Ka3anaoch HEBO3MOXKHO. [lathe ObUTO ucnopueHo. S mycTuia ero Ha TPAIKHU.

ApHH C TPyAOM IPOTOBOPHIL:

— Korpma?

— 4 yxe rosopuia.

— C kem Kecrtpen BcTpeuanacek B TOT A€Hb, KOTJa HaEBalla TO MaThe?

Jlenust 0ecioMONHO pa3Besa PyKaMu.

— 51 He 3HaI0 TOYHO, KOT/Ia OHA €ro HajeBaia Wiu ¢ KeM Toraa Obuia. O0 3TOM MOXXHO OBLIO
OBl CIIPOCUTH €€ TOPHUYHBIX, HO 5 TeOe He coBeTyro. [1o kpaiiHell mepe, oHa U3 HUX HAXOAUTCS B
KapMaHe y MPUHIIA, U JIUIIH OOTH 3HAIOT, CKOJBKUE U3 HUX JOKJIaJAbIBAIOT 000 BCEM UMIIEPATOPY.

— He MoxeT ObITh, 4TOOBI THI 0OJIBIIIE HUYETO HE 3HaJa.

— Sl pacckazana Tebe Bce.

— Tr1 yacto Buguib ee. Korma Thl moAroHsens AJisi Hee IIaThs... Thl BUAMIIL €€ KoKy, Ha
Hel He ObuIo... moBpexaAeHui? — JKMBOT ApHHA CBEJO OT BOCIIOMHMHAHMS O BBIPAKCHUU JIMIA
Kectpen mocine toro, kak Ha Hee Haman Ilmyr. — CuHSKOB, 1IPamMOB, YE€TrO-TO MOIOOHOTO.
[IpuMepHO B TO BpeMs UIIH C TEX MOP.

— Het, — orBetuna Jlenus, 1 ApuH ONIyTUI CUJIBHOE OOJIETYeHHE, HO 3aTeM OHa J00aBHIIa:
— Ilo kpatineit Mepe, st HU4Uero He Bujena. M 3a mociaeHI010 HEACTIO y Hee He ObLTO TPUMEPOK.

— Tlonabmroaii 3a HEM.

— S He mory. S He Mory Tebe Bce coobiath. Mimmnepatop...

— S ryGepnarop I'epana.

Jlenusi ¢ TpyCThIO HA HETO MOCMOTpEIA.

— M1 00a 3HaeM, Kak MaJio 3TO CTOMT.

ApVH PUKPBLT TJ1a3a PYKOW U MTOKAYaJI TOJI0BOM.

— XoT4 OBl CKaXu MHE, HE TIPOUCXOJIUIIO JIX eIle YTO-HUOYb... CTPAHHOE.

Jlenus moxasna rjie4yaMu.

— Bce kak o0baHO. 3aka3pl Ha HOBoe Iiarke. HesnauntenpHble mounHkU. JKanoOwl Ha TO,
4TO B IIKadbl IPOHUKIIM BpeAUTENN U TToeAaroT TkaHu. U Tak nanee.



JIuno Jlenuu Bce elle COXpaHsUIO MPEXHEE BhIpAXKEHUE, U APUHY 3aXOTEJIOCh ONPaBAATHCS,
ckazarb, uro Jlenus momxHa cieauTh 3a KecTpen nuib MOTOMY, YTO JI04b T€HEpAJla 4YTO-TO
3aJymMalia, YTO UCIIOPYEHHOE IJIarhb€ — JI0KAa3arelIbCTBO YEro-TO, YTO OH INOKAa HE 3HAET, HO
nomxeH y3Hartb. Bear KecTpen obnangana TamaHTOM 3amycKarh Mayiblibl B YbHM-HHUOYIIb 3aMBICIBI,
WHOT/Ia TSHYTh 32 HUTOUKH, MOPOM OTTATMBATh KOHIBI M1 HAKOHEI] Y3HABaTh YTO-TO, O YEM €Il 3HATh
HE CJIEI0OBAJIO.

ApuH XoTen yOeauTh ee B TOM, UTO €ClId Kakas-To TailHa kacaetcsi KecTpein, To oHa kacaeTcs
Y UMIIEparopa, a 3To uMeer otHoueHue K ['epany. [loaTromy o npocut [enuto o momoum. Pagu
CBOEH cTpaHbl. M TOIBKO paau 3TOTO.

He u3-3a ero 6ecrnokoiicta 3a Kectpenn.

He u3-3a 1100BH.

He nmotomy, 4To onucaHue TOTO IUIAThE 3aCTABUIIO APUHA MPEACTABUTH BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTO
MorJio ciyauthes ¢ Kectpern, moka oHa Obljia B HEM, UJIM YTO OHA MOTJIa MOMBITAThCS CAEIaTh.

B KoHII€ KOHIIOB, OH TaK HUYEro M HE CKa3aj U MOJ4a MTOBEPHYJICS K BBIXOY U3 MACTEPCKOM.

— Thl el HeOe3pa3auueH, — BHe3anHo cka3ana Jlenus. — S 3Haro.

Ee cnoBa ObL1a CTONMB HENPABAONOA00HBI, UTO MPO3BYYATH KECTOKON HIYTKOM.

ApuH paccMesIcs.

%k sk sk

Pazym Apuna nomyruiica. Bo3MoxHO, MO3TOMY OH HE 3aMETHJ, YTO B KOPHUAOpax CTaQ
TemHoO. M3 Bcex nami ropena, pa30opbI3ruBas Macio, TOJIbKO OJTHA.

ApuH men kyga miaza naar. OH gyman BEpHYThCS B CBOM KOMHArhl, HO OKa3aJiCsi COBCEM B
apyroM kpbiie. OH OOHapyxujna ceOsi B 3a0pOIIEHHON YacTu JABOpIA, TJE Ha CTEHAaX BUCEIHU
MOTpENaHHble TOOENIEHbI, KOTOPhIC, HACKOJIBKO OH MOT PaCCMOTPETh, BOCCIABISIIN BAJIOPUAHCKUE
3aBOCBAHUS CTOJIETHEW NaBHOCTH. l['epaH Torma Haxomwics HAa MUKE pacisera, a Bamopusd
npejcTaBisiia co00 KPOXOTHYIO CTpaHy, HEMbBIThIE BOMHBI KOTOPOM TakK JIIOOMJIM BUJ KPOBU, YTO
paHUIIM pajy ITOTO CaMUX CeOsl.

['o6enensl Obuln rpyObiMU. B npyroe Bpems 3To Momio Obl 1mo3abaBuTh ApuHa — TO,
HACKOJIBKO TIJIOXO BAJIOPUAHIIBI YMENIU TBOPUTH KpacoTy. OHu kpanu ee. Otbupanu y npyrux. Ho
VM HUKOI/Ia HE YAaBAJIOCh CO3/1aTh YTO-TO CAMHUM.

OnHako TyT €My Ha yM IPUILIO BOCIIOMUHAHUE O TOM, KaK MOANPHITUBAIA HAJl KJIaBUILIAMU
posuis manbiibl KecTpen u cHOBa OMycKaluch, OpOCamuch B NUKUAM IUIAC. DTOT 00pa3 MpUBEN 3a
co0olt pa3yMbsi 00 UCIIOPYEHHOM IUIaThe, 1 APHUH PEHIMTENIbHBIM IIArOM HAIMPABUJICS JaJbIIe,
BIIyOb TEMHOTO KOpUJOpa, OyITo MOr TakuM o0pa3oM OexkaTh OT CBOMX MbIciei. B koHie
KOpHUJIOpa €ro BCTPETHIIA IITyXasi CTEHA.

BripyraBumices, ApuH MOTHSI B3IV HA PE3HBIE 3aBUTKHU JIEPEBIHHOTO MOTOJIKA, HAJIEACh, UTO
OH He ockopOuin Oora 3a0mynuBImxcs. OH COCPEOTOYMI CBO€ BHUMAaHUE HA y30paxX W 3aMETHUJ
CTPaHHYIO MPSAMYIO JIMHUIO, TIepeceKarollyto 3aBUTKU. Cy3UB I1a3a, OH BCMOTPEJCSA B MOTOJIOK B
cBeTe ymuparomen gamisl. Metaiu. [lonepek morosika npoxoaus METaIMYeCKuil npyT. XOTs HET,
He coBceM mnomnepek. OH ObLT YaCThIO MOTOJIKA.

Mpsiciu 0 TOM, 9TO OBI 3TO MOIJIO OBITh, OTBIEKJIN APUHA, U OH HE 3aMETHJI, KaK €My 3a CIIUHY
CKOJIb3HYJIA TEHb.

OH ycrhpllllal METAITMYECKUN JIs13r. MeTayuindeckasl mojioca Mokaszanach MOJHOCThIO —
’KeJe3Has pelleTKa, 10 CUX Mop CKPbITas B LIEIU MOTOJIKA, PyXHYJIa BHU3.



Ona BcTpeTuiiach C KAMEHHBIM IOJIOM U 3amnepia ApuHa B TYITHKE.

XOTh OH YK€ TIOYTU OOEPHYIICS, a B €ro KHjIaxX U MO3Ty 3a0ypiuil aJipeHalliH, OH HE yBUJIET,
KaK TeHb 033y Hero oopena rmioTs. OH HE yBUIEN JIUIIA.

Bo3nyx BCckoNbIXHYCA. AprHA OTOPOCHUIIO Ha PEILIETKY, U Mepe]l Illa3aMU Y HETO TOTEMHEIIO.
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ApuH nexan Ha kKameHHoM mony. Ero mest Oosena, moTtomMy 4To ObLIa HEECTECTBEHHO
BBIBEPHYTA, a TrOJIOBA JIEXkKajla HAa YEM-TO XOJIOJHOM M TBEPAOM. Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO CMa3aHHBIX
CEKYH/I OH BCIIOMHHJI O PELIETKE, a 3aTEM O 3aCaJe.

OH He 1eBeIuJICA U He OTKphIBaI 1a3. J[o/kKHO OBbITh, OH OBLT O€3 CO3HAHUSI COBCEM HEJ0JITO
— YbHU-TO PYKH OIIYIBIBAJIA €T0 B MOUCKAX OPYKHUs. ApUH HE HOCWJI Ha OeJjpe KUHkKaja. ITo ObUIO
CJIMILKOM IT10-BajlopraHCKU. Ho U3 ero camora u3Biekyv HOXK. Hanamaronmil BcTan KOJICHIMU EMY
Ha rpynab. Tsoxenbiid. U3 ApyuHa BBIZABUIIO BO3/IyX.

B ronose y Hero nynscupoBaiio. EMy e1Ba yaaBaioch CAEpKUBaTh PBOTY.

TsKecTh Ha ero rpyii CMECTUIACH.

— JaBaii-ka crienaeM u3 Te€0sl KpacaBuMKa, — CKa3al MYKUYMHA U MPUJIOKUI KOHUYUK JIE3BUS
K ry0am ApwuHa.

Kynak ApuHa B3METHYJICS U Bpe3ajics B KOCTh. APUH CTOJKHYI ¢ ce0s MykuuHy. [ToTHOCTBIO
B CO3HAHWU, OH MOJHSJICS Ha HOTH. boJibilie OH HE OyJeT BaJIAThCS HA MOJTY.

Hananaronmii onpaBuwics oT ynapa ApwuHa. Jlamma ocBeTuna ero BoJoChl. MykunHa ObL
ononuHoM. Banopuanen. OfeT B UepHyI0 BOEHHYIO (opMmy.

N xopomo BoopyxkeH. B kaxIouW pyke OH JAepKald MO HOXKY, 4 Ha IOACE y HEro BHCE
KOpOTKU Med. OAuH U3 ero HOoKel MpruHaiexxan Apuny.

ApuHy IpUJETCS BEPHYTH €r0 00paTHO.

OH no-npeKHEMY HAxXOOUJICA B HEBBITOAHOM IMO3UIUU — MEXIY MYKYUHOW U PELIETKOM.
Hanmanaroumii B3MaxHyll pyKod, B KOTOpPOM ObUT 3a)kaT HOX ApuHa, U ApuH npurHyica. Hox,
pazOpachiBasi HUCKpBI, yAapwil IO pemeTrke 3a HuM. [lpomarika, cyas mo Bcemy, Hapylmia
paBHOBECHE MPOTUBHUKA, U ApPUH OpPOCHUJICA HAa MYKYHMHY, KOTJa TOT HEJIIOBKO B3MaxHYNl PYKOIl.
ApUH yaapui BaJOpUaHIIa KOJIEHOM B JKMBOT, CXBATHUJI €T0 3a 3aMsCThe U 0TOOpal CBOM HOX.

Ho myxxuunna ycnen pazpe3aTh BO31yX CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM.

Ero xunxan OblT KpacuBbIM. ApHUH YBHUEN, KaKk OH OynecHYN. [lodyemMy-TO BUI ATOro KUHXaia
B CaMbIil HEMOAXOMSIIMHA MOMEHT OTBJIEK €ro. ApWH OTIPSHYI HEA0CTarodHo ObicTpo. KimHOok
paccek emy JUIO.

bonb BcmbixHyna oT Jjiba 1o miekd. JIeBwld mia3 3amuiio KpacHbIM. HamosioBUHY OCIEIHYB,
ApUH MoOprajia, NbITasichb MOHATb, MOXHO JIM Moprarb, e€ciau Tebe Bbikojoau ma3. Ilo ero
W3PAaHEHHOMY JIMIly TEKJIU KpoBaBble ciie3bl. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK BO3/yX KOCHYIICS pACCEUCHHOU
IUIOTH, U €r0 JIAJJOHb caMa MOJHSJIACH K PaHe.

O10 cnacio ero. Cam TOro He 3Has,, ApUH OTKJIOHWJI BTOPOW yAap, KOTOPBIA Yroguil €My B
npenmieuse. Ero passepHyno. He ycneB emie ONOMHHUTBCS, ApPUH HE MOT CONPOTHUBIATHCS
WHEPLHH, U €r0 OTOPOCUIIO HA JTTMHHYIO CTEHY KOPHUA0pa.

OHn BeIpoHUT HOXK. HO ero pyka Bce paBHO CkpeOJja 1Mo CT€HE, XOTh pa3yM M KpH4Yall, 4TO 3TO
TJIYIIO, YTO OPYKHUSI TaM BCE PABHO HET.

Pyka ApuHa yxBaTWJIach 3a MEPTBYIO JIAMITY M COpBajla €€ CO CTEHBl. ApUH pa3MO3KUI €€ 00
roJIoBy BasiopuaHia. OH yclblman BCKPUK U yIapuil enie pas.

Terepb NMEPBEHCTBO B CXBATKE MPUHAUIEKAIO eMmy. Tenepp ApUH BCIOMHWII BCE CaMble
MOJJTbIE TPUEMBI PYKOMAIHONW, KOTOPHIM OH KOrja-To Hayumics. OH 3a0bUI, 9TO €ro HUKOTAA He
YUUJIU JIep>KaTh OPYXKHUeE, JIUIIb KOT/a OH ObUT MAJIBIUIIKOM, a PyKa TOTO MaTBIUIIKH JPOXKaja Mo
TSKECTHIO JIETCKOTO Meva, 1 MaJIeHbKU APUH YMOJISUL, YTOOBI €r0 HE 3aCTaBJIsUIM JeNaTh 3TO. Tak



YTO OH MOT 3Harb O Me€4Ye€, KOTOpPbIM BBIXBATWJI W3 HOXKEH MYX4YWHBI? UTO ApuH 3HaI O
BaJIOPUAHCKOM KHHJKaJIe, KOTOPBIA OKa3ajcsi y HEro BO BTOPOH pykKe, OyATO €ro Tyda BIOXKHII
Kakoi-To 6or? Uto oH Mor ¢ HUMH ciaenarb? TeM He MeHee, 00a KJIMHKa B3METHYIUCh B TEMHOTE,
Bajiopuaneln, BockIUKHYN: «lloxanyiictal» — u ApuH 3aKoJion ero, OyATo 3TO OBLIO MCKYCCTBO.
Ero nu uckyccto?

BrninTaB BCio rpalino3HOCTh MUpPa, TEIO ApPHUHA CKa3ajao: €ro, U BIPE3alo U3 TPYIU MYKUUHbI
JIyny.

Yro ciryaniiocs ¢ apixanueM ApuHa?

OH 3anpixasncs. HenmoBpexaeHHBIM I1a30M APHH ITOCMOTPEIT Ha JIEKABIIEE Y €0 HOT KPOBAaBOE
MECHUBO, B KOTOpOE€ MpeBparwics BajopuaHel. OH YpOHHJI M€Y W IOMbBITAICS CTEPETh C JIEBOU
CTOPOHBI JMIIa YepHO-KpacHyto cienoTy. KpoBs Bce mmnack. Ckonbko Obl ApUH HM CMaxuBall
BJIQYKHBIM 3aHABEC, OH BCE PABHO HUYETO HE BUJIET.

OH cnasncsi.

OH no-TnpeXHEMY JepKall B pyKe BaJTOpUaHCKUM kKuHxail. OH Aepikai ero Tak, OyATo KIMHOK
MPUHAIeKAT €MY, XOTh 3TO ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. TeM He MeHee, Majblibl CKAIUCh U HE KeJalu
BBIITYCKATh PYKOSITb.

Bce emme Tspkeno Apla U oIyInas XXry4ayto 00516, ApHUH MOTHSI KHHXAJT K CTa00OMYy CBETY.

OH y3HaJ KJIMHOK.

Ho orkyna?

Kunxan OblT JIETKMM M XOpoIlo cOallaHCUpoBaHHBIM. Ero koBaiau He Uisl CUJIBHOM PYKH.
Apun Obul Ky3HEenIoM. OH HEMEJIEHHO y3HaBasl KadecTBo. OcTpue ObUIO MPOCTHIM, HO YIPYTHM.
PyKoaTh MmO30JI0THIIM, HO HE CIMIIKOM CUJIBHO — HMYTO HE Hapyllajao JIETKOCTH KUHXKajla U HE
MIPOTUBOPEYMIIO €T0 IEPBUYHOMY HA3HAYEHUIO.

N »ToT kuHxkan mo0unu. KTo-To O4eHb XOpOIIo yXa)KMBal 3a JIE3BUEM, KOTOPOE PACCEKIIO
Apuny u110.

Ho 310 He 00bsaCHII0, TOueMy APUH C TaKOW CUJION CokUMall opyxue. OH HaXMypUJICS U CTEP
C pykosiTh KpoBb. [loa kpacHBIM OBUIO el1ie YTO-TO KpacHoe. PyouH.

D10 OBLT TEPO.

['ep0 Ha KuHXKaNle U300pa)aj COTHYThIE KOITH MYCTEJbIU.
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OnpaBUBIHMCH OT BUJa KPOBU, Kamarome ¢ ApuHa Ha KOBEp UX OOIIMX MOKOEB, TE€HCEH cTal
Ha YIUBJIIEHUE CIOKOWHBIM.

— Jlali B3MISIHYTh, — CKa3aJl OH U JIETOHBKO NMOATOJIKHYJI ApHUHA K CTYIYy.

ApuH Jepxkan y Juia MPONUTABIIANCA KPOBBIO JIOCKYT TKaHH. B TOM TEMHOM KOpPUIOpPE OH
OTOpPBAJI PYKaB OT CBOEM HUKHEN COPOUYKH, NMPHUXKAJ €ro K MYIbCHUPYIOIIEMY MOPE3Y U C TEX IOP
0ombiie He oTHUMaN. OH OosuIcs y3HATh, YTO oA HUM. EMy ObUI0 CIIMIIKOM OOJIBHO, YTOOBI OH MOT
ITOHSTH, HACKOJIBKO CEPhE3HBI HAHECEHHBIE ITOBPEKICHUS.

— ApuH.

Tencen nomsITasics OTOpBark Nayiblbl ApuHa oT auua. Tor co B3goxoMm emy mno3Bosil. OH
AyMal O TIIyOMHHOM 3pE€HHUH, O TOM, KaKOBO OyleT cpakarbcs ¢ OAHUM TnazoM. OH ayman o Julle
qyJOBUIIA.

[Tope3 cuibHO KpoBoToumil. Iloka TeHceH ocmarpuBai €ro, KpoBb 3arekaia ApUHY B pOT H
Oexalia 1o 1iee.

— Orkpon, — cka3zan TeHceH.

PecHunpl ApuHa CIMIIINACH OT KPOBHU.

— Orkpou, — noBropun TeHceH, HO ApUH Tak U HE pa3kai BeKd. Torga MUHUCTP MPUHEC U3
BaHHON KOMHATBI KYBILIMH BOJbI U MOJIWJI €10 ApUHY Ha JULIO.

ApuH 3anmnen u 3akauusuics. [IpomMoknmid, OH BKajlCs B COUHKY CTYlIa U JpOXKal, Kak
KUBOTHOE, KorJa TeHCeH MOAHEC MANBIIBI K YTOJIKY €r0 rja3a U MOJHT BEKO.

ApUH ycries yBUAETh BCIIBIIIKY CBETA, @ 3aTEM BCE CHOBA 3aJIMJIa KPOBb.

— I'ma3 He moctpanan, — ckazan Tencen. — Ilope3 uaeT oT cepeauHbl Jida U paccekaeT
OpoBb U IIEKY. Y TeOs Ja)ke HEMHOTIO IolapamnaHo Beko. Ho Ooibliyro 4acTh yaapa mpuHsIIa Ha
ce0s1 JIOOHAsl KOCTb.

ApHHa OKaTUJIO BOJHOW OOJIETYeHUS.

TeHceH gocTan YUCThI HOCOBOM IJIATOK M CTaJI MPOMAKUBAThH UM JIEBYIO YaCTh JIMIa ApUHA.

— Ilpupercs HanoXuTh WBBL. W... — OH BHUMAaTE€NbHO BIVISIAEICSA B MpPaByl0 PyKy ApHHA,
KOTOPYIO TOT JEpsKall C:KaTou y Oeajpa, — HYKEH IUHIIET.

Ockonku Jamnbel. OHU [TyOOKO BIWJIMCH B €ro JIaJloHb, KOTA OH MOAHUMAJ >KEJIE3HYIO
pEIETKY, YTOOBI BEINTH U3 JIOBYLIKH.

TeHceH ckazain:

— Tebe, NomKHO OBITH, YIBIOHYJICS OOT yIauHu.

— He rosopwu Tak.

— Bo3nmait Ooram nomkHOe, ApWH, WHauY€ OHU MOTYT OTBEPHYThCA OT TeOs BO Bpems
CJIEAYIOILETO HaaACHHUS.

— He ngymaro, uto oH xoten youts MeHs. [1o kpaitHeit mepe, He OBICTPO.

«JlaBaii-ka cnemaem u3 TeOs KpacaBuMKay, — CKa3all MY)KUWHA. ApUH MPEJICTABUI CBOE JIUIIO
B KadyecTBe JUCTa Oymard, Ha KOTOPOM BaJIOpHAHEI] COOMpAJICS BhIpE3aTh HEKOE MociaaHue. ApuH
pacckazan TeHceHy 00 3TOM M O TOM, YTO Ha HamajaBiieM Obuia (opMa JBOPIIOBOM CTpaxkH.
OnmHako o KWHXKaJie ¥ repbe Ha HeM ApPUH yMOJTYall.

OH criipsiTa’ KMHKaJ B caror, OJIHAKO KJIMHOK TJI0X0 CHJIE] B HOKHAX €ro COOCTBEHHOTO HOXa
U OoJTasncs mpu xoAn0e, a ToJI0BKa Topyasia. ApUH OMYCTUJI IITAHUHBI, YTOOBI CKPBITH €TO0.



Tencen mnpunsuics oOpabarbiBaTh ero panbl. [lpenmiedspss ApuHAa KIWHOK MPOTHUBHUKA
KOCHYJICSI JTUIIb BCKOJIb3b, & ynap ObUT MPUIIYIICH MIEPCTIHBIM KaM30JI0M. TeHCEH MPOMBUI paHy,
MJIOTHO €€ 3a0MHTOBAJI, J]a TaK M OCTaBWJI. 3aTe€M OH CTaJl HAMBUIMBATh JaJ0HU, MIOKA Ha HUX HE
o0pa3oBajioch Jposkaiee Oejoe 00JIaKo TEHbl ¢ THUXOHBKO JIOMAIOIMMUCS MYy3bIpbKaMU. ITO
o0nako ObUTO KpacuBbIM. OHO Maxyio JETHUMH I[BETaMH, HATOMUHAJIO BO3IAYIIIHOE CTUXOTBOPEHUE
U BBITJISAIENIO COBepIieHHO 0e300u1H0. Ho ApuH 3Han, uto TeHceH coOupaeTcsi C HUM CJeiaTh.

— Ceituac, — nipousHec TeHceH, — OyneT O4eHb HENPUSATHO.

OH nprIIOKUII PYKY C IIEHOM K MOpe3y Ha mie AprHa.

MpbI10 ¢ KpOBOXKAJTHOCTHIO BIPHI3NIOCH B paHy. ApruHa OyITO JIM3HYI OTHEHHBIN si3bIK. OH HE
MOT B3JI0XHYTb. ECIM B3JJOXHET, TO 3aKpUYHT.

TeHceH cMbUI TeHY. 3areM CHOBa HaMbUIud paHy. CHoBa cMbUl. K TOMy BpeMeHM Kak OH
3aKoHYMJI, AprH 00MsK Ha cTyine. OH ¢ OTYassHHOW PaJoCThIO BCTPETHII CBEXKUM JTOCKYT, KOTOPBIN
Tencen npuitoxuil Kk pa”e. JKKeHue NOCTENEHHO yCIToKanBanochk. He oTkpbiBast mia3, ApuH CHOBA
CKOJIB3HYNI B OOBSATHS 3HAKOMOMW pacTekarouiercst 601u, Oynro 3To Oblia Terias BaHHa. Hackonbko
0oJiee MPUATHOM Terneppb Mmokaszanach eMy 3Ta 0osib. OHa ycnokauBana, OynITo Apyr. ApUH NOYTH
MOJIFOOMI €ee.

Ho TeHncen orolen B APyryr0 4acTh MOKOEB, U APUH 3HaJ, 4yTO Oynetr Tenepb. OH OTKPHLI
3JI0POBBIN TJ1a3 M yBUJIEI, Kak TeHceH oOe33apakuBacT HaJl INIAMEHEM MACIISTHON JIaMIIbl UTITy.

— Her, — npoxpunen Apun. — [lo3oBu [enuto.

— TrI HE omexa.

— Ilo30Bu ee, — MOBTOpUI ApHUH, XOTsI U BHUJAEN paHblle, Kak TeHCeH 3almBaj paHbl Ha
noysix cpaxeHuil. [loatoMy oH M comtamancs Oparb MOXKHUIOTO MYKYMHY Ha Ka)KJI0€ BOEHHOE
npeanpustTue B ['epane — M3-3a 3TOro M €lie HM3-3a NbUIA B 3€JEHBIX NIa3ax TeHCeHa, W3-3a
MCKPEHHOCTH B €ro roJjioce, Korja OH KJISUICS CAENaTh pagu CBOEW CTpaHbl Bce. TeHceH oOnaaal
CBOMCTBEHHBIM aKTEPY TAJaHTOM CTAHOBUTHCS K€M YrogHo. Eciau HyxXeH ObUT JOKTOp, TO OH
BpaueBai. OH WIyTWJI, YTO 3TO YIABAJIOCh €My, TOTOMY YTO OJHAXJIbl OH ChIrpaj B Te€aTrpe PoJib
jekaps. ApuHa He 3a00Tuj0, A€ TeHceHn nmpuoodpen 3Tu HaBblku. OH 11eHus ux. Ho He cobuparcs
MO3BOJIATH T€HCEHY HAKIIabIBaTh BBl HA CBOE JIUIIO.

— He nymato, uto 310 Myzipo, yToObI Jlenus 3Hana, — nporoBopuii TEeHCEH.

— Ilo-TBOEMY, MHE yIacTCSI COXPAHHUTh TO B TaiiHE?

Tencen ciierka ynpIOHYJICS, NMpU3HABas NpaBoOTy ApuHA: TOT OOJbIIE HUKOTAA HE OynaeT
BBITJISIJIETh TaK, KaK PaHbIIIC.

MunucTp yuen.

Korma on BepHyncs Bmecte ¢ Jlemuen, JIOCKYT Ha JiMie ApHUHA MOJHOCTBIO HPOMUTAJIC
KpOBBIO, a caMmoro ApuHa KJIOHWJIO B COH. Jlenaus Opocuiia Ha HEro MpayHbIA yCTalbld B3I,
Oynro ApuH ObUT peOEHKOM, KOTOPBIM MOpaHWICS, MOTOMY YTO Hapyums ee Haka3. C TakuM
BBIpQKEHHEM Ha JIMIle OHA HEMHOIO HanoMHWiIa ApuHy Marb. IMEHHO 3TO ApUH IpeaACTaBIsLL,
KOT7Ia OHA BJEJIa B UIOJKY HUTKY M KOCHYJIACh €ro JHUIa CBOMMH MPOXIaAHBIMHU JIaJOHSIMHU.
[IpuurypuB BTOpO# Ia3, HA KOTOPOM BBICTYIUJIM CJie3bl, OH yBUzen B [lenuu cBoro Mamy. Mmia
BOH3WIACh B KOXY Bbmuia. 3a Hell npoTsHylach wiepiiaBas HUTKa. Tyras Oosb. TeHceH
MIPOMOKHYJ KpOBb, 4T00bI [lenmnu ObLI0 JIydllie BUAHO, B Bce MOBTOpUIIOCh. llleky Apuna mpommiio
MOJIHUEM.

Bo3MoxHO, Tak ObUTO M3-3a TOTO, YTO AT IMOJOBHHA €r0 JUIAa TeNEePh Ka3anach €My UyxOil.
Bo03M0%HO, OH MPOCTO CIMIIKOM CHJIBHO TBITAJICS 3a0bITh O TOM, YTO JenaeT Jenaus, u moBepuTh,
4TO BCE MOXET ObITh Xy)K€. ApUH BCHOMHMJI, KaK €ro u30WIM 3a JeHb A0 Toro, kak Kectpen



Kynuia ero. BMecte ¢ octanpbHbIMHU pabaMu OH pa3paBHUBAN TPaBUN — OHH MTPOKJIAABIBATIN HOBYIO
BaJIOpUAHCKYI0 jgopory. OH He HoAHMMAaJ ToJIOBbl M Bel ceOs XOpowlo... MOKa HE pa3jajcs
IapKAaKOLIMK 3BYK.

ApUYH TOTHAT B3DIsIA. J[Ba BasopuaHIila TalMiIu K OCTaJIbHBIM pabam >kutesns Boctoka. Cpeau
repaHIleB pa3ganoch OOpMOTaHHE. APUH CIIBIIIAJ, YTO 3TOT pad ¢ BOCTOKA HECKOJIBbKO JHEW Hazal
cymen 6exatb. Ero TosbKo 4TO moitmainu.

BanopuaHckue 3aKOHbI ObUIA CTPOTH MO OTHOUICHHIO K Oeryieram.

ApuH Opocuiica Brepen. OH Hayan KpuyaTh Ha BasiopraHueB. [IpoknuHaTh ux.

Ero manmmarenu Torga HE MOHMMAIW €ro s3bIKa, a WHaue €ro Hakaszaiu Obl CHUJIbHEe.
HancmoTpumk ymapun ApuHa KylakoM B JHIO. BamopuaHIipl mpuKazaid TrepaHLiaM JIep>KaTh
ApuHa HenoaBmkHO. Te moBuHOBanuch. OHU Opocunn ApuHa Ha rpaBuil. HaacMoTpimk CHOBZ
yVAApHII, HO JIa)K€ CO CBOETO MECTAa HA 3eMJie ApPUH BHJEI, KaK OCTaJbHbBIE BaJOPHUAHLBI TOTOBST
BOCTOYHOTrO Oeruiena. Ero royioBy oTTsHYIM 3a BOJIOCHI HAa3a/l.

Korna oaun u3 BasiopuaHiieB OOHaKHWJI KUHKaJl, Oerjiel] BCTPETUIICS B3IJIAI0M C APHHOM.

— He Oecnokoiica, — KpUKHYIT OH ApHHY Ha T€paHCKOM, KOTOPBIA Majo OTJIMYAICA OT
BOCTOYHOTO sA3bIKa /[akpbl. — MIMmiepaTop moJIyduT mo 3aciryram.

A 3aTeM BaJIOpHAHIIbI OTPE3ATU €EMY YIIM U HOC.

— Bce, — ckazana [lenus, nepepesas HUTb. — TpHUHAALATH CTEKKOB, JBAa OTICIBbHBIX 1IBA:
Ha 0y 1 Ha 1eke. ['1a3 g He Tporaia.

Tenepb KpoBb TOJIBKO COYMIACh. APUH OTKPBUI JIEBBIM IV1a3, KOTOPBIA MO-MPEKHEMY OOJIElL.
Tenepsb, korna ero B3WIAY OOJIbIIE HUYErO HE Melao, Jlenus Oolibllie He Ka3ajaach €My MOX0XKe
Ha noruoduyo Math. [lopTHUXA cMbLIa C pyK KPOBb BOAOW U3 MUCKH.

— Xopomas pabora, — cka3an TeHceH.

— Bosbiie MeHs 0 MOJOOHOM HE MPOCUTE, — OTO3BaNach Jlenus u ymnuia.

TeHceH MoAOABUHYI K CTYIly AprHa CBOM, Cel U Hayajl U3BJIEKaTh U3 MPAaBOU JaJJOHU ApHUHA
ockoJIkM cTekya. [locie Bcero octambHOro 31a 00J1b IPUHOCHIIA CTPAHHOE YIOBIETBOPEHUE.

— UYyrs pasblie ceromHs Jlenus pacckazana MHE KOE-YTO MHTEPECHOE, — CKa3zal ApHH.
[Tunuer Tencena yxBaTuics 3a OOJIBILION OCKOJIOK M BBITAIIUII €TO.

— N uto xe?

TeHceH OpOCHII CTEKJIO Ha CTOSIBIIMI PSAOM CTOJL.

ApuH nepeckazan emy ux pasroBop. Crapuk ciyman. Ha crone oOpa3oBasiach HeOOJIbIIAs
KY4YKa OKPOBABJIEHHBIX OCKOJIKOB.

— OO0 3TOM CTOUT pa3y3HaTh NONOAPOOHEE, — MPOU3HEC ApUH.

— Ilo-mMoemy, mnarbe, KoTtopoe BbIOMpaeT senu Kectpen, He SBISIETCS NIaBHEUIIM
npuopurerom ['epana.

ApHH CXaJl KYIaKd U TOMOPIIMJICS, MOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK OCKOJIKM CTEKJa IIy0)Ke BOIUIM B
0Tk, TeHCeH, MOAHSAB MUHUET, Opocusl ApUHY MPOXJATHBIM B3MIsAL, OyATO TOBOps, 4TO ApHH
MTOJTYYHJI TIO 3aCIIYTaM.

— Tsl HEenpaB, — nporoBopuil ApuH. — ToT akt, uTo maa CeHara, JOIKHO OBITh, 3HAET O
njarbe, BaxkeH. CrenaB yIauyHyr CTaBKY, Ha BBIMTPBIII OH CMOXET KyMUTh HEOOJBIIOW OCTPOB, U
9TO OYyIyT NEHBIU HE U3 UMIIEPCKOM Ka3HbI. TpUHH MOACTYIIA KaKO-TO pa3roBop raBbl CeHara ¢
umneparopoM. Yto, ecnu mmaBa CeHara okKa3zaJl MMIEPAropy YCIYry, a TOT pacljaarTuics
MOJACKA3KOM JIJIsl BRIUTPBIIIHON CTaBKU? MBI TOJKHBI y3HATh, UTO ATO ObLIA 32 yCIyra.

TeHceH BbITalMII HAa OBEPXHOCTH JIAJOHU ApHUHA KPOILIEYHbIA OCKOJIOK U BCMOTPEJCS B HETO.

— Kpome Toro, ectp UCIOpYEHHOE TUIaThe, — NpoAoKuil ApuH. — KecTpen cBszanacs ¢



YEM-TO ONIACHBIM.

— PBota Ha pykaBe u rps3b Ha KojeHsax? JlaBail He OymeM uCKaTh ApaMmy Tam, TA€ €€ HET.
Jlean BbIMUIA CIWIIKOM MHOTO BHHA W CHOTKHYIACh BO BPEMS NbSHON MPOTYIKH MO 3UMHEMY
camy. TeOst 5TO He KacaeTcs.

— OHa 4TO0-TO 3aMBIIUISIET, — HacTauBajl ApuUH. — S 4yBCTBYIO.

TenceH OTI0KUII NUHIIET.

— TsI BUAUIIIL TO, UTO XOYEIIb BUJICTh.

— Her, HenpaBaa. 1o cTpanHo. S He Xouy, YTOOBI OHA OKa3aJiach B Oejie.

— MoxeT ObITh, Ha CaMOM JIeJI€ Thl KaK pa3 1 X04ellb, YTOObI OHA ObuTa B Oeae? UToOBI HOBas
KU3HBb IPUHOCHKIIA el HecuacThe? UTo Obl T TOTA caenan, Apun? Crnac Obl ee 0T 3TOro?

ApUH HUYETO HE OTBETHUIL.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, OHa BIIOJIHE JOBOJIbHA CBOEH )KU3HBIO, — 3aMeTUJ TeHCEeH.

— Ha numaree nopBanuck mmBel. KOOku ObuUTH BeIMa3zaHbl. B 3umMHeM caay rpsi3u HeT. J[opoxku
BBIMOILIEHBI TIuTaMu. OTKy/Aa TOrAa narHa?

TeHncen nocMoTpen Ha ApuHa B yrop.

— ApuH. S He xo4uy mokazarbcsl TpyObIM M 3HAIO, YTO Thl CUMTACIL MHPopmanuio [enuu
BOXHOUM, HO S BUXKY TOJIBKO OJEP>KMMOCTh HEBECTOM MPHUHIA M TE€M, YTO OHAa MPEINOYUTAET
HOCHTb.

ApuH 3axJI0NHYN poT. BHE3aNHO €ro OKaTHIIO XOJI0JI0M COMHEHUS, U OH COJIPOTHYJICS.

— Iloxanyiicra, — npousHec TeHnceH. — OcCTaBb IIMUOHCKUE UTPBI MHE.

— Ho TbI Tak HUYEro M HE y3HAJ ¢ TOTO BPEMEHM, KaK paccka3ayil MHe o TpuHHe.

— Bcemy cBoe Bpems.

— YT0-TO OT TBOEro HOBoOpaHiia? OH YTO-TO BbISICHWI? — ApPUH YBUJEN, Kak T€HCEH clierke
nepeMeHwics B nuue. — Mnm ona?

— Iloka muyero. Ho s 0kuar0 BCKOpE MOJy4UTh KaKHe-HUOY/Ib BECTH.

— MmHe 310 He HpaBuTcsa. MHE HE HPaBUTCS TO, HACKOJBKO Thl PaAyClIbCS OTCYTCTBUIO
pPE3yJabTaTOB OT YEJIOBEKA, YbEr0 UMEHH 5 JAXKE HE 3HAIO.

— IIpo cebs st 30By ero Mosibto.

— 41 Xouy 3HATH UMSL.

— S monumaro. Thl 0OECIIOKOEH TEM, MOXKEM JIU MBI 3TOMY UeJIOBEKY JoBepsTh. He BomHylCs.
Y Monu 10CTaTOYHO MPUYHH MPEJOCTABUTH HAM TO, YTO HaM HYKHO.

ApUH XJIOITHYJ 310POBOM PYKOU IO CTOJTY.

— S om0 T€0s o6parHo B 'epan. KistHych, s mocaxky TeOst Ha TepBBIi ke KOpadiib, €Clu
THI ceiiyac ke He CKaXKelllb MHEe, KTO TBOU UHGOPMATOD.

Tencen cmen pasyieTeBIMECS OCKOJKM OOpaTHO B KYYKY M OTKHHYJICS Ha CIMHKY CBOETO
cTyina. Ero maneHbkue 3eyeHble ri1a3a sipko OJecTelu.

— 1 Buen, ThI Ha IHAX pa3roBapuBaljl ¢ PUHIIECCOU Puiten.

OH 3amo4ai, ¥ €ero MOT4aHUE MHOTO€ APUHY CKa3alo.

— Jla, — MemyienHo oTBeTws1 ApuH. — OHa ObUTa paccTpoeHa.

— Pasymeercs. Ha paBHMHaxX nmpousonuia Hacrosu@s tpareaus. VX >KUTensM MPUILIOCE
HCKaTh YOEXKHIIEe B BOCTOYHOM CTOJIUIIE. 3a BpeMS ITyTH MOTUOIU COTHU YEIOBEK.

— ThI X0uenb cka3aTh, 4To...

— Henerko ObITH HOXKOM, KOTOPBIN JEpXkKar y ropjia TBOETO COOCTBEHHOro Hapona. A Belb
MMEHHO pajau 3Toro Pumly moxutunu pedeHkoM. MMmmeparopy A0CTaTo4yHO chaenarh Iar, 4ToObI
MPUYUHUTH O0JIb BOCTOYHOM KOpoJsieBe. Sl yAuBJIEH, YTO OH /IO CHX IMOp HE YOWJ €€ MIIaJIIIyIo



cecTpeHky. OmHaKO ATy KapTy MOXHO pa3bIrparb TOJBKO OAHAXKABL. JlOJDKHO OBITh, OH KIET
MOAXOIAIIEr0 MOMEHTA. S XoTesn Obl 3HaTh, YTO MPOUCXOIUT B TOJIOBE y Puim, moka oH KJIeT.

ApUH BOUTHIBAT B ce0sI CJI0BA MUHUCTPA — WJIM TO, YTO OH 32 HUMH MPOYUTHIBAJI. BHE3amHo
OH TOIyMaJl, YTO IMOA03pEBaTh COOCTBEHHOTO Kyparopa UIMHOHCKOW CETH HE TaK YX DIyNo.
Pa6oroit Tencena Obulo TOproBarh JIOXKbIO. Jlo BOWHBI OH Obul akTepoM. Ho ApuH He Bujen
npuuuH, nodyeMy TeHceH ctai Obl Bparh, uTo Mojib — Pumia. OH BIOJHE MOT MOHATH, MOYEMY
Pumia roroBa neicTBOBaTH NPOTUB UMIIEPUH.

Crapuk mo-n00poMy Ha Hero mocmotpen. HeoxunanHo nis ce0a ApuH TOHSUI, HACKOJIBKO
eMy HeoOxoauMa ceildac 3Ta J100pora. Ero oxXBarmiio 3HaKOMOE YXacCHOE€ YYBCTBO. JTOT Ky/lak
CKMMaJ €ro y)Ke JAecsTh JIeT. ApUH Tak yctan oT Hero. [louemy oH a0 cux nop ero He nepepoc? OH
Oonpiie He pebeHok. Heuero eMy 4yBCTBOBaThH ce€0s1 OAMHOKO.

N3-3a moTepu KpoBU y AprHa KpyKWJIach Toj0Ba. EMy Ka3anock, 4TO €ro MBICJIM Ka4yaroTcs Ha
BOJIHAX U KyJ1a-TO TJIBIBYT.

TeHceH BcTall 1 mogHEC APpUHY MUCKY YACTOM BOJIBL, KyJla APpHUH ONYCTHJI PABYIO PYKY.

— Puma oueHs kpacuBa, — 3aMETUII MUHUCTP.

— Ha, — cornacuics Apud. — Kpacusa.

EMy Obu10 cnioskHO ToBOpUTh. OH TaK ycTall.

— JlagHo, s oty crath, — ckasan TeHceH. — Eciu, KoHeYHOo, He JTOJKEH cOOMpaTh BEIH
U CPOUYHO CaUTHCS Ha KOPabiib, KOTOPBIN MOHECET MEHsI uepe3 OyIIyrollee 3MMHEee MOpe.

— Het. Unn ciats.

TeHceH yabIOHYIICS U BBIIIEN.

ApuH noaro cuaen Ha cBoeM cryie. OH pa3ayMbIBall HAJl TEM, UTO 3HAET, UTO TOJBKO CUMTAET
M3BECTHBIM U YETO MOHATh HE MOYKET. 3aT€M OH Hayall BCE 3aHOBO.

Ero mpicnu ctanu npuHUMaTrh cTpaHHbie (popMbl. OHM XJIOMaNM KPBUIbSIMU U PA3JIETATUCh.
OHM OJHSUIM HA CBOMX KPBUIBAX APUHA U IIOHECIIN €TO B CTPAHY CHOB.

Emy cHMIIOCH, YUTO 1O €ro JUILY MOJA3at0T MOJIH, U UX JJAITKH OCTABJISIFOT 32 COOO0M YePHBIE IIBHI.
Hacexomble oTKiIaapIBaiM siiflla Ha ero JIOy u 1ieke. M3 sull BbUTYTUISUTUCH JIMYUHKH.

Emy canitacek Kectpen. EMy caunacey Puiia.

Emy caunoch, uro Kectpen npeBparuiachk B Pullly, a ColHIIE CTAJIO JIyHOM, HO OH HE MOT
MOHSTh, YTO €0 OCJIEIUJIO: CBET WJIM MPAK.

Pana Bocnanunacek. Y AprHa Havajiach TUXOPAKA.
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«JIroqu He cMOTpsT Ha paboB», — ckazan ApuH. KecTpen ke Hadana mpucMarpuBarbesl K
CBOMM OYEHb BHHMATEJIbHO M HAKOHEIl OCTAaHOBWJIACh HA OJHOM KaHAHWAAType. JTa KECHIIMHA Ha
caMOM Jiejie ObUla He paObIHEW, a HaHATOW CIYy)KaHKOHM, BaJOpHAHKOM, U30paHHOM, YTOOBI OBITH
ropunuHoi Kectpen. To, uro Tebe mpucayxuBarOT NpeacTaBUTEIbHULIBI TBOETO K€ Hapoaa, ObLIO
MPU3HAKOM BBICOKOTO MOJOKeHUA. CamMu K€ BaJIOPUAHCKHME TOPHUYHBIE MOIYYaId JOCTOWHYIO
IJ1aTy, @ UX TOJyObIe MIaThsd UMENIHN OETyI0 OKAaHTOBKY.

Kectpen He moMHUIa MMEHU XKeHUMHBL Ho Ta Obula mpuMepHO ONHOTO C HEW pa3Mepa u
pocrta. OHa MOAOMIET.

OnHax el yTpOM, BCKOpE MOCJE IpUeMa B UMIIEpaTopckoi ranepee, Kectpen yctpouna Tak,
9YTOOBI OKa3aThCsl C TOPHUYHOM HAEIMHE U ONPOKUHYJIA HA HEE CTaKaH BO/IBI.

— IIpoury npowmenust! — BocknukHyna Kecrpen. — O, g Takas HEyKIr0xKasl.

— Bce B nopsike, Musieiu, — OTBETUIIA B3BOJHOBAHHAS KEHIMHA. — JTO BCETO JIUIIL BOJA.

— Ho Boia ouenb Mokpas. Bam, gomxHO ObITh, HENpUATHO. Hy-Ka, mepeoIeHbTECH B 3TO.

Kectpen mpemioxuia rOpHUYHOW OAHO M3 CBOMX IJIAThEB, KOTOPOE 3apaHEE CTApaTeiabHO
BbIOpasia: OHO ObUIO MPOCTOrO Kposi, 0€3 000POK, OJTHAKO CIIMTOE U3 OOraTol TKaHU.

— YT0 BbI, — OTKa3bIBAJIACh CIYKaHKA.

— TIlepeoneBaiitecb. U octaBbTe ero cebe. [lo-Bamemy, mHe Oymer ero xanko? Het, BbI
OCKOpOMTE MEHSI, €CJIU JEHCTBUTENBHO OyfieTe Tak ayMarh. [laBaiiTe ke, MOXKETE BOCIIOIb30BAThCS
MOeEH rap/IepoOHOiA.

['opHrYHas mo-npeXHEMY HE comlamaiach, HO KecTpen HacTOMYMBO BIOXKHWJIA TUIAThE €M B
pyku. BelpaxeHune nuna >KeHIIMHBI U3MeHWIOCh. KecTpen HaOmonana 3a MBICHSMU CIIY)KAHKH:
naxe ecau Ta Oymer paboTarh ILENbld TOll, OHAa BCE PAaBHO HE CMOXET MO3BOJUTH ce0€ TaKoro
niarbsi. OHO ObUIO cOKpoBHIEM. OHAa CMOXXET HOCHUTh €r0 M BBINISAECTH BEJIUKOJenHo. M oHa
MOXeET Mpoaath ero. OHO OBLIO MOLMTO U3 Oapxara. 3a HEro 1aayT XOPOUIYIO LIEHY.

CrnyxkaHka oTopaBuiiach IPUMEPUTH 1athe KecTpen.

Korna ona BepHynach B rocTuHyto, Kectpen yBujena, 4to el eiBa XBaraeT caMOO0OJaaHus,
4YTOOBI HE HAYaTh KPYKUTHCS B BOJIOBOPOTE F00OK.

— OHO npeKkpacHO MOAXOIUT, — CKa3ajla EHIMHA. — BBl yBepeHbl, YTO s MOT'Y OCTaBUTh
ero cede?

— Pazymeercs.

KecTpen 3a0pana y cnyxaHku ee pabouee miaThe.

— Oi1, 51 1oJ>KHA BEPHYTh CBOE pabouee MmIaThe SKOHOMKE.

— S 0 Hem 1m03ab0uyCh.

— Ho s HEe MOT'y TO3BOJIUTH BaM...

— 4l HacrauBaro.

Kectpen ynbiOHymachk. Ilo3’ke oHa MpUHECET CBOM U3BUHEHHUS IKOHOMKE. OOBSICHUT, YTO
MOHATHS HE UMEET, KyJia JieJia 3TO IaThe. Bo3MecTUT ero CTouMocTb.

Korma cnyxanka ymnuia, Kectpen oTHecia Mokpoe padouee miarbe B CBOKO CHAJIbHIO U
BBICYIIIMJIAa €ro nepej odaroM. OHa crpsATaia ero B mKady ¢ JETHEW 0AeX 01, KOTOPBIM HE OymyT
OTKPBIBATH €IIIE /IBa CE30HA.

Bo3MoxHO, MIMEHHO 3Ta CiIy)kKaHKa pacckasbiBaja 000 BceM Bepekcy — uiu, 4to ObUTO OBl
elle Xy)Xe, KalluTaHy JBOPLIOBOM cTpaxku win umneparopy. Ho Kectpen He cuurtana, uto oomMeH



IJIAThIMHU TTOKAXETCS KOMY-TH00 JOCTOMHBIM BHHUMaHHSA. DTO OBLI BCEro JHWIIb Kampw3 J00poi
TOCTIOXKH.

% ok Xk

Kectpen noxupanacs Beuepa, Korjga He Obuia Obl NMpUIIALIEHA HU Ha Kako npuem. Takoi
ciy4yaill BbLIQJICS HECKOpPO. BO JBOpIle MOCTOSHHO MPOXOMUIIM 3BaHbIE 00€/bl, BEYEPHUE UTPHI U
JIpYXeT00HbIE OECKPOBHBIC Y3 HA MeYaX, KOTOPhIE YCTPAUBaIM /I alNIOAUPYIOLIEH MyOIuKH.
HesecTa npuHia 10KkHA ObLIA MOCETUTH BCE MEPOIIPUSITHUS 10 €JUHOTO.

['yoepnatop ['epana xe, cyzs mo Bcemy, TOJ00HOTO JTaBICHUS HE UCTIHITHIBAIL.

ApuH He npuxonuin Hukoraa. C Tex mop Kak OHa BHENA €ro B KApTUHHOW rajiepee, Mmpouuio
6onee Henenu. Kecrpen He cMena crpammBarhk 0 HeM. Korjga ogHaxabpl OHa MOBEPX TOJIOB TOJIIBI
MIPUJIBOPHBIX BCTPETUIIACH B3TJISIOM ¢ Te€HCeHOM, TOT IToKaval rOJIOBOM.

[loka y Hee He mosiBUTCs Ans TeHceHa uHdOpMaius, oHa OyIeT Aep:KaTrbCid B CTOPOHE —
0COOEHHO IOCJE TOr0, YTO MPOU30ILIO B MPONUIbIA pa3. KecTpei Bce ellle IBCTBEHHO MOMHMIIA, KaK
BITWJICS] €M B KOKY HOTOTh UMIIEpaTOpa.

OH He BBINOJIHUII CBOK YIpo3y — MO KpaWHEW Mepe, Tak oHa aymana. Ho ero Hactpoenue
YXYIIIMIOCh. ITO CKa3ajoch Ha BceM ABope. Kectpen Obuta He €MMHCTBEHHOM, KTO MTOYYBCTBOBAJ
oOJieryeHue, Koraa OJHaX/Ibl BEYePOM HUKTO HE ObLIT MPHUIVIAIIECH Ha 3BaHBIN Y)KUH WJIM HAa IPUEM
y umneparopa. Bo gBopue Bouapunach armochepa mnpazaHuka. Craaum XomuTh CIyXH O
M000BHUKAX, KOTOPHIC KJAJTHU BO3MOXHOCTH OOMEHSTHCSA B JJAOMPUHTE 3UMHETO Cajia MOPO3HBIM
nonesnyeM. HekoTopele TPUIBOpPHBIE KISUIMCh, YTO 3a0epyTcsi B CBOM IIOCTEJM IOPAaHBIIE,
MOJIOKUB K HOTaM TOpsSYUe KUPIUYHU.

Y Kectpen ObuM COOCTBEHHBIE IUIaHBL. JTUM BEYEPOM OHA CTEpia €O Ji0a OTMETHHY
MOMOJIBKM W 3aBsizajia BOJIOCH miapdom. 3areM oHa Hajena rpyboe, Oemoe ¢ cuHUM, pabouee
MJaThe Y HalllIa Mapy yA0OHbBIX Ty(deb.

VBugeB cebsi B 3epkaine, oHa mnomemmuia. Ee nuio kazanoch KaKUM-TO MaJICHBKUM U
CJIMIIKOM OJIEAHBIM.

«TbI ocymanack MeHs», — yCJIbIIIAIA OHA CJIOBA UMIIEPATOpA.

«Crnosa "Het" OosbIne He cymiecTByeT. ECTh Tobko "1a"», — B OJIMH TOJI0C CKa3aJlk €€ OTell U
KaluTaH CTPAXKH.

Ho...

«Tbl He Takas», — mnpousHec ApWH. A TIOTOM OHa YCIblliala COOCTBEHHBIM TOJOC,
BBIKPUKHUBAIOIIMI CTaBKY Ha TOprax, 4ToObl KynuTh ero. OHa ycibllaia CIIOKOWHBIE pa3MepeHHbIE
WHTOHAIUHU, KOTOPbIE UCIIOIB30BalIa, YTOOBI YOS IUTh UMIIepaTopa OTPaBUTH Jolaaei. BHyTpu Hee
MOAHSIOCHh YYBCTBO BUHBI.

KecTpen nokunyna ceou nokou. OHa 11u1a OBICTPO, OIMTYCTUB TOJIOBY.

Jlenn Kectpen HMKTO HE BUJEN. APUCTOKpPATHI B KOpUJOpax Ha Hee He misanenu. Ciayru
oOpailaii Ha Hee 0OJibllie BHUMAHUSI, HO BUEJIM KOrO-TO 3HAKOMOT0, KOrO y3Harh, TEM HE MEHeEE,
HE MOTJIM. DTO ObUIO BIOJIHE OOBIYHO BO JIBOPIIE, I/ie pabOTald COTHU CIYT U padoB.

OHa ObUIa BCEro JUIlb CIyKaHKoW. Jlaxke ecnu ee Moxoika MoIvia MOKa3arbCs HECKOIBKO
TOpAEIUBOM, Ha 3TO He oOparwin BHUMaHus. [lycTh WHOTIA OHA Tepsulach B KPbUIE ISl CIIYT, 3TO
MPUHSUIIN 32 HEONBITHOCTh HOBEHBKOM.

CrnyxkaHka 3aBs3ana mapd moTyxe M BbILIUIA U3 JABOPIA Yepe3 OJUH M3 KYXOHHBIX JBOPHUKOB.
OHa mpoxouiia MUMO CTPaXKHUKOB, KOTOPBIE HE 0Opallayii Ha Hee BHUMaHUA. XOTs JKEHIMHAM,



HE MPUHAJICKABIIMM K apMHU, B OIMHOYKY XOIUTh HE IOJArajoch, €1Ba JU KOr0-TO BOJIHOBAJIO,
YTO CIy)KaHKa Hapymmia rnmpaBuia. OHa HE CTOWJIA TOTO, YTOOBI €€ 3aMETHIIN.
KecTpen BbllLIa B 3aMep31Mi TOPO/I.
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— Hakonen-to, — ckazan Tencen. — CBoOoaHblii Beuep. — OH o0partusn Ha ApuHa,
JISKABITIETO HA JUBAaHE y KaMHWHA TOCTHMHOM, OIEHUBAIONMN B3TISAA. — Thl BRINISIWIID JIyUITE.
IToyTH rOTOB BBIMTH B OOIIECTBO.

— CoMHEeBaroCh.

— U Bce xe, y Tebst Oonblie HET Tuxopajaku, BepHo? W oTek Ha muie cnan. Tel OosbIie He
BBIIAUIIL TakuM onyxumMm. Eme ogHa HOYb oTabixa, ApuUH, U MOTOM CHOBa B Oo. Thl He
CMOXKeIIh TOCTOSIHHO n30eraTh JiBopa. KpoMe Toro, ero peakiiusi 0 MHOIOM CKaXer.

— Jla, mpuylieHHbIE B3I0XU U OTKPBITOE MIPE3PEHUE OKAXKYTCS BeChbMa HH()OPMATUBHBIMH.

— Tor Be3OBemb BotHEHUA. OHU MOMIYT HaM Ha MoJib3y. OHM MOJHUMYT BCEBO3MOKHBIC
CIIyX!, TOTAJIKU... ¥ Ja)K€ HEMHOTO IIPaB/Bl.

— $1 ynuBnen, 4to HyXeH Tede aisa aToro. S momaran, 9To y Te0s €CTh UIeadbHbI NCTOYHHUK
undopmariuu. I'ne TBost Mosnb, Tencen?

MuHuCTp HUYETO HE OTBETUII.

ApUH BcTall U nofoies kK kaMuHy. OH ouryman ciadocTh U3-3a JIMXOPAJAKH, U €r0 JIBUKECHUS
ObUTH cMIKOM pe3kumu. Cepjie miaMmeHu ObUIO TaKUM K€ ajbiM, KaK U PYOMH Ha PYKOSITH
KUH)KaJIa, KOTOPbIA ApUH HOCHJI B Carore.

— Ilo-ipexxHEeMy HH CJIOBa O TOM, KTO YCTPOWJI 3acany?

TeHceH moxkai IIe4amu.

— HWwmmeparop HegoBoneH. S Mory cebe mpeacTaBuTh modemy. Thl )KUB, @ TOT, KTO Ha TeOs
Hanall, MEpPTB.

— VY HAc HET J0KA3aTeIbCTB, YTO 3a ITUM CTOSIII UMIIEPATOP.

— DOMOema JBOPILIOBOM CTpaXKu Ha MEPTBELE — HEIOCTATOYHOE /JIsl T€0sl JOKA3aTENbCTBO?

— Ecnu 3a 3TUM CcTOsUT UMIiepaTop, oYeMy OH HU4Yero He aenaer? Huuero He roBoput?

— 4 monararo, — oTBeTWJ Te€HCEH, — 4YTO OH HE XO4YeT Npu3HaBaTh Heymady. — OH
MIPUILYPUJI CBOM 3€JIeHble Tia3a. — YTo 3acTaBiseT TeOs aymMarb, YTO 3a BCEM ATUM CTOUT HE
umneparop? Y Te0s ecTh Apyrue Bparv, 0 KOTOPbIX s HE 3HAIO?

— Hert. D10 OBLI OH.

— 3HAYUT, Tl IPOCTO B HACTPOCHUH MOCTIOPUTb.

— Ilopo#t co MHOU TaKo€ CIIy4aeTcs.

TeHceH BcTal ¢ Kpecia.

— Tloiay-Ka s mocelry XyA0KE€CTBEHHYIO TaJIepero.

— TsI yacTo Tyga Xoaullb.

— llarHagnare JieT Ha3aja, Ha TEPaHCKOM TeaTpajibHOM (ecTuBane, s Kak-TO ChIrpall
LIEHUTENS UCKYCCTB. [IpuBBIUKa — BTOpas HaTypa.

— 3Ha4uT, Te0€ HPABUTCS CMOTPETh HA IPEKPACHBIE JUKOBUHKUA UMIIEPATOPA.

[TonoxuB JaA0Hb HAa IBEPHYIO PYUKy, TeHCEeH moMemani u o0epHysca K ApuHy:

— ThI MOXEIlIb MHE HE BEPUTh, HO TAKUM, KAKUM ThI BBIINIAIUIIL CEUYAC, HEKOTOPBIE HAYHYT
yBakaTh TeOs1 Ooibiie. MiMmeparop eie mokajeer 0 TOM, YTO OCTaBUJI Ha TeOe 3Ty OTMETHUHY.
3aBtpa Oynb rotoB, ApuH. [Ipunuio Bpems Te6e MOKUHYTh 3TH MOKOU. Thl OMpaBWIICS, U Yy TeOs



OoJibllie HET MPUYMH U30eraTh 1BOpa.

Eme nonroe Bpems nocie yxona TeHceHa ApUH pa3gyMbIBall HaJ CJIOBaMU MUHUCTpa. Emy Ha
yM MPULUIM JINXOPAJOYHbIE CHBI, KOTOPbIE OH MOYTHU HE MOMHMJI, XOTS BO BpeMs OOJIE€3HH OHHU
HaIOJHSIU €ro 0e3bIMIHHON HE0OX0IMMOCThIO. TpeBOroi.

B camore ApuHa ObulM HOXXHBI, a B HOKHaX — KuHXan Kectpen c¢ 3acoxieil B »kemoOke
KPOBBIO.

B ropone Obuia TaBepHa, a B TaBEpHE — CUETOBOJI, XpaHUBIIAS y c€0sl KHUTY yU4eTa CTaBOK.

ApUH HaJen 3UMHIOI0 KYpPTKY, YOeAWJICsS, 4TO NMPHU HEM BCE, YTO HYXKHO, U OTIIPABHIICS B
ropoz.
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bonpsumit xomon nmnan Kecrpen 3a mMEKM W TOHSJICS 32 HEW 110 CIIYCKAIONMMCS BHH3
ynuuaM. J[eBylke XO0Tesoch cMesTbes. J|BOpel Ha BBICOKOM XOJIME OCTaycs Io3aau, a Kecrpen
npoOupanack yepe3 Oorarblii KBapTajl Topojia, ¢ €ro HaJMEHHBIMH JIOMaMH M OCIEMUTEIbHBIMU
MacJsHbIMU JIamnaMu. Ha MOIEHBIX yIHIaxX JeXajld MPAaMOPHBIC MOJOTHA JibJa. JKHAMAXKHU
nBuraiauch MmemneHHo, Ho Kectpen He 3aaepkuBaiack. OHa crhenmia Kak MOXHO ObIcTpee
IIOKWHYTH 3TOT PAaiOH.

Eii Hy)XHBI ObUIH y3KHE Tpsi3HbIC YNUIlbl TecHUH U pbIOHBIN 3amax Bephu. Tyma Kectpen u
HanpaBUJIacCh.

«51 XoTen MmoayBCTBOBATh ce0s1 CBOOOAHBIMY, — CKaszaj ei omHax sl ApuH B ['epane. Kecrpen
BJIbIXaJIa XOJIOJHBIN KMBOW MOPO3 U UyBCTBOBAJIa ce0s1 CBOOOIHOM U KUBOM.

Omna rapmana, 4to OyAeT, eciii OHa 00JIbIlie HUKOTAa HE BEPHETCS BO JABOPELL.

OOxBaruB cels pykaMH, OHa BOIIUIa B Oojiee MpadyHbIM ropoickoi kBapTtaj. DoHapH 371eCh
MOMAIAJINCh PEJIKO, a BCKOPE M BoBce mpomnaiu. Kectpen BeiOMpaia T€ J0pOrd, KOTOPbIE IIUTH MO
YKJIOH, IIOTOMY YTO OHH BEJIM K MOPIO. YJIMIIBI CTAIM MEPETNJIETAThCA B TYCTYIO CETh — HAYaAJUCh
TecHUHBL

OHa oTcTynuia B CTOPOHY, KOTAA B YKPBITUE TEHEN CKOJIb3HYJI KOT. XOJO0[ 31eCh mymell. Ero
3BOH OTpaxkajcsi OT OMTKOM HAOWTHIX 3MaHUi. OH TPECHYI OT IrpoxX0oTa pacHaxHYBILECHCS IABEPH
TaBepHbl. KecTpen yBuzena BBHIBECKY, HA KOTOpPOMl Obula M300pa’keHa CIIOMaHHas PyKa, U 3arem
Ha0Ir01a1a, Kak My>KYrHa, CyJis 110 BUY, BAJIOPUAHEI], CIIOTHIKAsICh, BBIILIE] HAPYXKY U €0 BHIPBAJIO
npssMo Ha ynuiy. OH TOAHSI TOJIOBY, BBITEP POT M OCOJIOBENO ycTaBuiics Ha Kectpein, Ha camom
JIEJIE €€ HE 3aMeyvasl.

3aTeM OH mpuulypuics. B3risg ero 3aMyTHEHHBIX I71a3 MEJIJIEHHO C(POKYCUPOBAJICA.

— 1 Te0s1 3HaI0? — CHPOCHII OH.

Kecrtpen nocnenmimna npoys.
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— ThI mIOX0 BREINISAUING, — CKa3allia >KeHIMHa-cyeToBod. OHa cujiena, 3aCyHyB PYKH B
KapMaHbl OPIOK U MOJI0KUB HOTH Ha CTOJI, U M3ydayia AprHa MOBEPX CTaJbHBIX HOCKOB OOTHHOK.

Jl7s Takoro BpeMeHu CyTok B «CJIOMaHHOM pyKe» ObUIO CIUIIKOM JitofHO. OHaKo K Oepery
MpUYAIIAI KOpadiib, © MOPSIKH YK€ HaUIUCh. B yIily HECKOJIIBKO BAJIOPUAHCKUX COJJAT CHOPUIIH
Haja urpou B «Kieik u XKanoy.

Tem He MeHee, cUeTOBOJ OblIa CIIOKOWHA: OHA C HEBO3MYTHUMBIM BHOM OTKJIOHHJIA CTYJI Ha
3aJJHUE HOXKKW M BBDKHJIAIOIIE Kypuia, HaOmromas 3a OTKpBIBIICHCS KapTUHOW. JItoau camu K Hel
1O IXOTUIIH.

— Xouelb clienarh CTaBKy? — crpocuia oHa ApunHa. CueToBo OblIa MPUOIU3UTEIBHO €ro
BO3pacTa WJIM K€ HEMHOI'O CTaplule U HE MOIJIa [0XBACTATh YUCTOTOM BAJOPUAHCKOM KpOBHU. L[BeT
€€ PACHYIIEHHBIX BOJIOC, JOBOJIbHO PEJIKWM, BAJIOPUAHIBI HA3bIBAJIM BOMHCTBEHHO PBDKUM, HO
TUIOCKOE JIMIIO C YEPHBIMHM IJ1a3aMHU U CBETJIO-KOPHUYHEBAs KO>XKa TOBOPHUIIN O HACIICAUH CEBEPA.

ApHH yIBIOHYJICS, OTYETO BB HA €T0 JIUIle 00JIC3HEHHO PACTIHYIINCH.

— Yero s xo4y, — CKa3aJl OH, — TaK 3TO OJHO CJIOBO.

— Bcero nmumms? TeI mokazajcst MHE OIHHUM M3 T€X, KTO XO4eT OOJIbIIE, YEM MM ITOJI0KEHO.



OTMeTHHa Ha TBOEM JIMIIE €Ile CBEXasl.

— 41 Xo4y yBUETh CTaBKH.

CueToBOI BBIIOXHYJIA 00JIAYKO JbIMA.

— S Obina nmpasa. Tel cymacmequmi. I HUKOMY HE MOKa3bIBal0 CTaBKH... pa3Be 4TO, KOIJa
MEHS OY€Hb XOPOILO MOMPOCHT.

— 41 MOry XOpOI1I0 IOITPOCUT.

JKennmpna kMBHYJA Ha MYCTOM CTYJI BO3JIE CeOsl.

ApuH cein.

— S mory nogenuThcsa nHGOpMaIeH.

CueroBoj nokana njacyaMH.

— VY MEHs HeT IPUYUH JOBEPATH €H.

— $I mMor ObI paboTaTh Ha TEOSI.

— To, yTO MHE HY)XHO, HE B TBOMX cHiaxXx. B Moem Jiene ecTh MECTO TOIBKO MHE. Pasymeercs,
Yy MEHS €CTh BbIIIMOAIbI, KOTOPbIE HAIOMUHAIOT JIFOASM, YTO MOpa MmiIatuTh. Tl Obl onomen. Ho
— 0e3 00U — 3TO HE CTOUT TOTO, O YEM ThI POCHUIIIb.

ApuH mome[UIuI, a 3areM CyHYI PyKy B KapmaH. OH packpsUl JIaloHb. B Hen iexana
M3yMpYyJHas CEpbra, KAMEHb KOTOPOW ObUT pa3zMepoM C NTUYbE fiiio. Cepbra nmpuHaIiexana ero
MaTepH.

— OT10 nogoaeT? — cupocui ApuH.
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K Tomy Bpemenu kak Kectpen Bbiinia k Bepdu, €€ pajgocTh MO MOBOAY XOJ0[a UCTIApUIIACh.
Ha neByiike ObLIO CTOJBKO CIIOEB OJEKIbI, CKOJIBKO €M YaJ0Ch CKPBITh MOJA pabO4YUM MIaTheM,
OIHAKO, MPUOIMIKASICH K JOMY KallMTaHa 1mopTa, oHa Apoxaia. [lomn ee Horamu XpycTenn KaMemKu
Y PAKOBUHBI YCTPHII.

Bxox B 10M OBLT pacrosiokKeH CO CTOPOHBI MOPSl M BBIXOIMJ Ha OCBEIICHHYIO (hakemamu
HaOepexHyto. Kectpen nepxkanace TeHed moszaau 3aaHus. OHa ciblaiga, Kak HIyTAT MOPSKH,
KOTOpPBIC BXOAWJIM, YTOOBI OTMETHUTBHCS B KypHajie KamuTaHa mopTa. ToT 3amucChIBaJl BCEX, KTO
BXOJIJI B TaBaHb WJIA TOKHUJIAJT €€: MOPSIKOB, KOTOPBIE CIYCKaJUCh Ha Oeper B YBOJILHUTEIBHYIO, U
Kopabsu, OpocaBime siIKopb. Takke OH MoMedas, OTKyda KOpaOJii MPHUILIBUIM U KaKUE TOBaphI
MIPUBE3JIN.

B ero xypHane n0kHO OBITH TO, UTO Kectpen xotena y3Harh o cynHe miaBbl Cenara. Tot He
MPUBE3 U3 CBOETO IYTEIIECTBUS HA F0KHBIE OCTPOBA HUKAKHUX 1apOB CBOEU Jtouepu. Bo3MoOxkHO, OH
ObUT CKYI WJIM 37UJICsS Ha Mapuc... uim ke ero Kkopabiib He MpUBE3 BOOOIE HUYETO, YTO ObUIO ObI
JICUCTBUTENIBHO CTPAaHHO, TaK KaK MJIaBHOW NPUYMHOM TIaBaHUS Ha IOKHBIE OCTPOBa ObUIU
MECTHBIE TOBApHI.

Yro, ecnin maBa Cenara He moceman octpoBa? OH MOT HapaBUTHCS B APYroe MECTO, T
COJIHIIE 3UMOM TOXkE ObUIO XKaPKUM, JOCTATOYHO KAPKUM, YTOOBI 3aTEMHUTH €0 KOXKY. UTo, eciu
OH MOOBIBAJI HA CaMOW FOXHOW OKOHEYHOCTH [€paHCKOro moyiyoCTpOBa, IJie€ POC MEUYHOU opex?
Kectpen BcriomMHUIa, Kak ApPUH TPEBOXKWICSA 3a ypoxkal M 3a TO, KaKyl €ro 4acTtb 3a0eper
umrnepatop. BosmoskHo, riaBa Cenarta BraifHe OIEHMII, YETO ypoKail OyJIeT CTOUTb.

Kectpen noxnanach, moka MOPSKH MOKUHYT JJOM U MUHYIOT U3TH0 HaOepeHOM, 32 KOTOPHIM
HAaYMHAJICS TOPOJI. 3aTEM OHA HalIylajla Ha 3eMJIe KAMEHb C BKPAIJIECHUSIMU KPOILEYHBIX PaKYIIEK,
B3BECHJIA €T0 B pPyKe U pa3Omiia 3aJlHee OKHO JJoMa KaluTaHa mopTa.



N3 moma paznancs TpoxoT: CTYA, KOTOPBIA ObLT OTKJIOHEH Ha 3aJHUE HOXKHU, OIMYCTUIICS Ha
BCE YETHIPE.

Iaru Tsoxenpix 00THHOK. CKpHUIT TeTenb MoOuTor moromor aepu. [Ipubmmkarommecs 1o
KaMHSIM IIard.

KecTpen morna He COMHEBAaThCs, YTO KallMTaH MopTa 00HaXWJ1 KuHkaja. OHa TOXKEe BhITAIIMIIA
cBoil. OHa BbIOpana camble IPOCTHIE HOXKHBI, KOTOpbIE y Hee ObUIM, U OOEpHYyIa PYKOSTH C
JparoleHHbIMU KaMHsMU mapdoM, HO €l Ka3alioCh, UYTO JIaK€ 4Yepe3 TKaHb Ha HEE BCE PaBHO
HaIlpasJI€H KOJIOUWN B3I alIMa30B.

Kanutan mopta obomen yroi goma. 1o ObLI KPYIHBIA MY)KUWHA — OBIBIIMK COJJIAT, KaK U
BCE€ KanmuTaHbl NOPTOB. OH JIepxkKall B pyKe Med, a He KUHXkaj. M AeBylIKy 1oKa He BUIEN.

Ecmu KecTpen caemaer XOTh OAMH HEBEPHBIM X0, OHA HMpourpaer. Jlpaka ¢ 3TUM MYXYUHOU
Oynet 0003HaYaTh CMEPTh... WU apecT. Ee 3acTaBsaT npeacTaTh nepes UMIepaTopoM.

Ee monpocAat 00bsICHUTHCS.

Kposs Kectpen noxonoaena. [o xunam nodexanu aesiHble MOPCKUE BOABIL.

Ona noaHsIa ellle OJJUH KaMeHb ¥ Opocuia ero B TeHu. OH ynaji B CTOPOHE.

Kanutan nmopra MHTYUTUBHO MOBEPHYICS, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH, UTO MPOU3BEIIO 3BYK.

KecTpen ygapuna ero pykosiTbio KMHKaJIa MO 3aThUIKY.
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CueToBOJ MPUCBUCTHYMA.

— A THI yMeelllb YAUBUTH JIEBYIIKY. — OHa MPUKOCHYIIACh K U3YMPYAY B JIaJIOHU ApUHA. —
OTKyza MHE 3HaTh, UYTO OH HACTOSIIMMN ?

— Tebe npugeTcs puckHyTh. Moe mpeasioxKeHUEe B CUJIe TOJIbKO cerofHs. Bo3sMu kamMeHb U
MPEI0CTaBb TO, YTO MHE HY)KHO... UJIM YCOMHHUCh BO MHE, U S YiIy.

OH cxan cepbr'y B Kyjlake. ApyH 3HaJl, YTO CYETOBOJI KXKIET YBUIETh KaMeHb cHOBa. CyJis Mo
€€ BUy, OHA UCIIBIThIBAJIA K U3YMPYAY T€ K€ UYBCTBA, YTO U OH.

— Cepbru 00BIMHO B MTapax, — CKazaja keHIHa. — [ e Bropas?

— YrepsHa.

— V¥ 1e04 ecTb ellie M0I00HbIE CIOPIIPU3HI?

— Her.

Ee yepHble m1a3a CBEpKHYIIM B cBeTe cBedei. HecMOTps Ha TO 4YTO, ¢ TE€X MOP KaK OHU Hadyau
ATOT pa3roBop, B «CJI0MaHHOM pyKe» cTaio elle 0osee myMHO, ApUHY MOKa3al0Ch, YTO BCE BOKPYI
CTaJI0 OYCeHBb CIOKOMHBIM, OyITO BCE 3ByKHM KTO-TO NMPHUIIYIIHII, a BECb MHUP 3aJepKall JbIXaHUE,
J0KUJIasICh PEILICHUS KEHIIMHBI-CYUETOBOIa. APUH OTYAasHHO HAJESUICA, YTO OHA CKaXeT «aa». OH
CTOJIB JK€ OTYASHHO XOTEJI, UYTOOBI OHA CKa3aja «HET».

— JlaBan ee croga, — CKazalia KCHIIMHA.

Cnauana pyka ApuHa HeE ILEBEJbHYIACh. 3aTeéM OH MEJUIEHHO OCJIadujl CBOIO XBAaTKy Ha
ykpaltieHuu. [103BoJIMII cephre CO CBEPKAIOIIMM 3€JICHBIM KaMHEM BBICKOJIB3HYTh U3 JajoHu. OH
XBaTaJICsl 3a BOCIIOMHMHAHHWE KOHUYMKAMHU MaJbIIEB: JIUIIO €r0 Marepu B HOUM M 3€JICHBIC 3BE3]Ibl-
omm3Hensl mo 6okaMm. OHa IMOJOXKUIIA TaJOHL €My Ha J00 M OJarocjioBujia €ro CHbL 3areM OHa
OTCTPAaHWJIACh, U APUH PACKPbLI CBOIO JIaJJOHb U YPOHUJI CEPHIY B 0XKUIAIOIIME PYKH CUETOBO/IA.
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Kectpen taumiia 6ecco3HarenbHOE TEIO KanuTaHa nopra. MBIIIIBI €€ pyK ropeiin, a 00JbpHOE
KOJICHO mpoTecTytole Bommio, HO Kecrtpen ymupanach kabaykamMy B TalbKy W TsSHYNA, MOKa
MYKUHMHY HE CKPBUIM TEMHBIC T€HU 033U aoMa. YacToe JapixaHue 00kurano ropiao. OkazaBIMCE
B IOME, OHA 3arepiia ABEph U MoI01UIa K TUCbMEHHOMY CTOJTY, T/€ JIEKall OTKPBITBINA KypHAaI.

JleBylka OTBEpHY/Ia CTPAaHUIIBI, OOpallasch K 3amucaM Hayana 3uMbl. OHa Hamwia Kopalib
riaBbl Cenata — «Mapucy.

MecTo oTIpaBKH: 10KHBIE OCTPOBA. TOBApBI: IMIPOUYEPK.

KecTpen BelITycTHIIa CTpaHUILY, M Ta YJIETJIAaCh HA CBOE MECTO.

Ona onmbOnack B cBoeM MOA03peHHH, uTo MiaBa (CeHara myremiecTBOBal B ['epaH BMecTO
I0’KHBIX OCTPOB. [lepes Helt OO TOKa3aTEIBCTBO.

B uem eme ona momia onmobutses? Ee cepaiie mycTuioch B rajion; AEBYIIKAa MCIYyrajach 3a
ce0s, 3a CBOM BBIOOp, 3a CBOIO YyBepeHHOCTh. OmuH ymap cepaua OOroHsUl ApYyroi, OyaTo
MEPEBOPAYNBAIOIIMECS CTPAHUIIBI KHUTH.

Yero cTout ee J10Kb ApUHY, €CIIM OHA HE MOXKET pa3nisiAeTh UCTUHY? OHa Aymarna, 4yTo 3Haer,
Kak Oyznet sydiue Juist ApuHa. Bo3MoxHO, 00sbIle BCero oHa oOMaHbIBaJIa camy ceosl.

Ho 3arewm...

KecTtpen cHOBa npuHsIACh JIUCTATH KypHAJ.

Yro, ecniu maBa CeHara coBpall KanmuTaHy nopra? YTo, eciiv KanuTaH MopTa cOBpajl CBOEH
KHUTE?

Kectpen otkpsiia nocnennue 3anucu. Kopabnbs «Mapucy» ceituac ctosit B mopty. B xkypHane
ObUT OTMEUEH HOMEP MpHYala.

JleBylllka OcCTaBWJla KHHUTY OTKPBITOM Ha TOW K€ CTpaHWle, Ha KoTopou Hamwmia ee. OHa
mapuia mno slyKaM CToja J0 TeX MOop, MoKa He Halula KolleleK ¢ cepeOpoM. 3abpaB ero, oHa
ITOJTHOCTHIO BBITAIWJIA SIIIMK M BBIBAJIUJIA €I0 COAECPKUMOE Ha IOJI.

«BBbI crplnany, Ha KanuTaHa MopTa Hamaiau? — OyAyT TOBOPUTH TOPOJICKUE CTPAXKHUKHU. —
Menkas kpaxay.

KecTtpein nmokuHyia 10M ¥ HalpaBuiach K Ipuyaily.
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— Tor ke moHMMaenb, — cKaszaja CYeTOBOJ, yOupasi B KapMaH U3YMPYyHd, — YTO Thl HE
CMOXEIIb JeJIaTh CTAaBKH, MOCJE TOTO KakK 3arisHelllh B MO KHUTY. YK y MEHA-TO TOYHO. —
Tenepp OHa cTana cepbe3Hee, HAPABUB BCE CBOE BHUMAaHWE Ha JIEJIO0 U OMYCTUB CTYJ Ha YEThIPE
HOXKU. OHa W3BIIEKalla U3 BHYTPEHHErO0 KapMaHa >KWJIETAa TOHKYIO KHUTY. — XO4ellb YBUIETH
YTO-TO KOHKpPETHOE?

— Ilokaxxu MHE CTaBKH, Kacaroumecs cBaabOBbI.

CueToBonl MpUTIONHsUIA OpOBb, U APHH 3aJaJiCsl BOIPOCOM, Y HE 3HAET JU OHa, KTO OH.
JKennpna Halvia HyKHBIN CIIMCOK M IPOTSIHYJIa KHUTY ApUHY, JAepika Tajiell Ha pa3BopoTe.

CraBKH Ha 3TOU CTpaHUIIE OTHOCUJIUCH K CBaJicOHON Houu. OHU OB BeChMa MOAPOOHBIMU.
Nrpoku 1eMOHCTPpUPOBAIIA TAKYIO IIMPOTY JFOOOMBITCTBA U BOOOPAXKEHUSI, UTO APUH yXKe TOXKaJeJ
0 CBOEM HMHTEpeEcCe.

— He 10, — cka3an oH. — fl umen B BUAy HE 3TO. S XO4Uy YBUIETh CTABKM Ha ILJIAThE.

Teneps cueToBOA mpumnofHsiIa 00e OpOBH, U Ha €€ JHUIE OTpa3uiIach Mpe3puTeIbHas CKYKa.
Ona nepeBepHyJia HECKOJIBKO CTPAHUI] U CHOBA MPOTSHYJIA ApUHY KHUTY.

ApuH yBUJIEN CTaBKY, KOTOpPYIO cjaenan maBa CeHara. 3anuch HaX0quIach MEXIy HECKOJIBKO



ApyruMu. MHOTHE CTaBUJIM Ha TOT K€ I[BET, KOTOPBIA BbIOpan miaBa CeHara — KpacHbBINA, — HO
HUKTO HE TBITAJICS YraJaTh KOJIWYECTBO MYroBull, (GOpMy BbIpe3a, NIUHY nuielda, CTUIb HOXKEH...

ApuH cHOBa Brusiiescs B cTpaHuilbl. Koe B uem oH ommoOcsa. OH MPOCMOTPEI 3alUCH CIHUIIKOM
OBICTPO B MOMCKax MMEHHU IaBbl CeHara W, MBITasCh MPOTHATH BOCIIOMMHAHUE O MPEIbLIYIIX
CTaBKaX, KOTOpbIE €My IIOKa3ajia CuUeTOBOA. leneph K€ OH YBUJEN, YTO UYMHOBHUK OBbUI HE
€IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO TaK MOAPOOHO OMMUCHIBAJ IJIaThe HEBECTHI. Ellle OJMH YesIoBeK clelall TaKyko
K€ CTaBKYy, 1 COBCEM HEIABHO.

ApHH yKa3all Ha UMS.

— Kt0 310?

CueToBo/ 3arisiHyNna B CBOIO KHHUTY.

— JIBopuoBblii uHkeHep. OnHa pabGotaeT ¢ Bomoil. BomompoBombl, KaHalbl U BCE TOMY
MO00HOE.

ApHH 3aKpbUT KHUTY U OTJIajl €e 00paTHO.

— Bce? — cnpocuna cueToBo.

— Ha, — orBeTun ApuH u aobaBwi: — Eciu xouelb COBETa, TO MpaBUJIbHAS, UMEHHO 3Ta
CTaBKa.

CueToBOn OATSHYNIA K c€0€ HOTY, TOCTABUB Caror Ha cujieHbe cTyna. OHa ynepia JIOKOTh B
KOJICHO, TI0JIOKHUJIa TTOA00POIOK Ha KyJlaK U MOCMOTpelia Ha ApuHa.

— Ilo-mMoemy, Thl MHe meperuiatuil. Kak HacyeT Toro, 4ToObl s BepHYJa TeOe ciady, nepen
TE€M KakK Thl yHCIIb?
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[To Bepdu xonunu mopsiku. Kectpen aepxkanachk moojaib, pacTupasi pyku, 4ToObl COTPETh HUX.
[Tupc TsHYICS B Jah YEPHOTO 3epKajia MOpsi, U 0 O0pTa OOJBIIMX TOPTOBHIN KOpabyeH, 4To CTOSsIIN
Ha SIKOpE y Mpuyala, MIeCKaJIUCh BOJHBL

Kectpen cnenuna 3a ogauM kopabiem. OHa yBujena, Kak HECKOJIBKO MOPSIKOB CITYCTHIIUCH C
«Mapucy» Ha nupc, paaysach YBOJIBHUTEILHON Ha Oeper, HO JAEBYIIKA MO3BOJIMIIA UM ITPOUTH MUMO.

Bckope oHa BeICMOTpesa MOAXOAIIYIO KEPTBY. ITOT MOPSIK ISl OJWH, U €T0 IEKH ObLIN
KpAaCHBIMHU OT X0J10/]a ¥ BRIMUBKU. ET0 pajgocTHas moxoaka Obuia HE COBCEM YBepeHHOU. OH 4TO-TO
HarneBal.

— D, Mopsik, — mno3Bana KecTpels, Korga oH MPOXOAWUI MHUMO, — HE XOYelllb ChIrpaTrb B
KapThl?

On ocranoBuiica, u Kectpen yBuaena, 4To Ha camMoM Jeine OH He ObUl mbsiH. Ero miasa
OKa3aJMCh BIIOJIHE SICHBIMHU, a Ha JIMIE OTpakajgach CMECh NPYXKEIOO0us U XUTPOCTU. Mopsk
MOTSHYJICS B KapMaH KYpPTKHU 3a TPYOKOH, U 1O TOMY, KaK MEJIJIEHHO M BHUMATEIbHO OH 320U ee
TabaKoM, JIEBYIIIKA MOHSJIA, YTO OH Oy/IeT HEMPOCTHIM MPOTUBHUKOM.

Tak oHa HacIaIUTCst UTPOH eIlle OOJIbIIIE.

— Hy uT0? — cnipocun ona. — TbI Oynens urpats?

On Opocut el JOBOJIBHYIO YIIBIOKY.

— KoneuHo.

OHHU CIyCTUIIMCH C HAOEPEIKHOM HA KAaMEHUCTBIN TUISIK, IIe OOHAPYKHUIIM HECKOJIBKO CTOSIIX
PSAIOM JIEPEBSIHHBIX SAIMKOB. BUIHENMCh MPU3HAKY MPOIUION 3a0pOIIEHHOM UTPHI: TTycTasi OyThUIKA
U3-T10/1 BUHA M PACCHINABIIMICA Ta0auyHbIN memned.

Kectpen cena.



— Hanerocs, y Te0s ecTh KoJ0/1a.

— Y MOpsIKa OHA BCET/IA ECTb.

OH cen HaMpOTHUB, 3amaluil TPYyOKY, BTAHYI 4epe3 Hee BO3MyX, UYTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh Tabak
3aHATHCS, U MOTSIHYJCA 32 KOLLIEIBKOM.

KecTpen ckazana:

— JlaBaii ceirpaem Ha YTO-HUOYAb IPYroe.

— A xxpan, Korga Thl MPEIIOKUIb.

— Tonpunepxu koHel, Mopsiuok. CTaBkamu OyTyT BOMPOCH U OTBETHI.

— A 4 MOTY 33/1aBaTh TaKHUE BOIIPOCHL, KOTOPBIE CIYCKAIOT 3TUX KOHEU C IPUBS3U?

— Ecnu Bemmrpaens.

— Ilpenynpexnato Te0s, S UTParO JOBOJIHHO XOPOIIIO.

Kectpen ynbiOHynaCh:

— A 4 — nyuue.
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CueroBon 3a0panach kK ApuHy Ha kosieHM. OHa mpuXkajla CBOM KOJEHH K €ro oOeapam,
MOJHECIIA K €r0 JIMIY NaJbLbl, MaXHYBIIME AbIMOM, U 3alIPOKUHYJA €r0 TOJOBY Ha3ala. Ee yepHbie
r1a3a OJIECHYIIH, a PhDKHUE BOJIOCHI CKOJIB3HY/IH IO €r0 MIEKEe U MPUKPHUTH IIBBI, OXJIaXaast uX. ApuH
oyMall 0 CBOEM 00e300pak€HHOM JIMIIE U O TOM, YTO ceiuac OH BOBCE HE OIyIlal ce0s TaKuM
YK 0€300pa3HbIM.

— 4 xouy cnenaTh cTaBKy, — CKas3aja CYETOBOJ, HAKJIOHUBIIKCH K €TO YXY.

ApPVH NOJIOKHII PYKU €1 Ha TAIHIO.
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— To1 kak OyaTo pazoyapoBan, — ckazajna Kectpern.

Mopsik Opocui CBOM KapTOYKM MOBEPX BBIMIPHIIIHOTO Habopa Kectpen, pa3iokeHHOTO Ha
AIIMKE.

— S Hazesuics Ha 4TO-TO OOJIEe 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEE, UEM MIPOCTO CKaszarh Tebe, uTo Ja, «Mapucy»
MJjIaBajia B 10KHBIN ['epaH okosio Mecsia Ha3al. [louemy XoTst Obl MOM MPOUTPHIIT HE MOXKET ObITh
MMOUHTEpPECHEE?

N30 pra Kectpen BeuieTeno 6emoe oT xoo/1a 00Jagko cMexa:

— MoeM chIrpaTh Ha TBOKO KYpPTKY.

— Ox, Mutasi, st Obl MpeIoYest NPONyCTUTh TO, KaK Thl BEIMTPAElllb, U Cpa3y OTIaTh ee Tede.
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ApuH TTOJHSIT )KSHIIMHY CO CBOMX KOJICH U O€PEKHO OITYCTHJI €€ Ha CTYIL.

— I'pyctHO, — cCKa3zaiia oHa, — BHUJETh, KaK YEJOBEK JCHCTBYET MPOTHUB CBOMX K€
WHTEPECOB.

Nuorma emy Ka3anoch, OynTo OH Bce ele mpuHamiexkuT Kectpen. ApuH momgyman o cepeope,
KOTOpOE OHa 3a Hero 3araruia. OuyTua ero ykacHblii Bec. OH HE MOT TIPOCTUTH € TUX JICHET.
OHH HENOTBEMHBIM, OJIECTAIIMM TPY30M JIeXKalu y Hero Ha cepnaie. Korma on B I'epane y3Han
Kectpen monydme, cepebpo Hadamo TOHYTh B NMEPEMEHUYMBBIX BOIax. A 3areM TeIIOe TEeUeHHE



caenano ToiuoK. ApuH Bemibbl. CepeOpo Jiexano mIyOOKo Ha JHE, W MBICIbL O TOM, 4YTOOBI
HBIPHYTHh 3a HHUM, OblJla paBHOCWJIbHA yToruieHHi0. Ho mHOTAa — OCOOCHHO IOCIiie MepeMUpHs,
0COOCHHO B ATOM MPOKJISATOM IOpojie, 0COOEHHO celiuac — MOHETHI Ka3aJuch OJIMKEe U OJIeCTenu,
KaK JIparoIeHHbIN KJIal.

Onnako ApuH chblimai 30B KpoBu. OH OTBEPHYJICS OT CUETOBO/IA.

— 4 3Ha10, UTO B MOMX UHTEpPECAX, — CKA3aJl OH E€H.

’Kennmpna ynsIOHYIach U CHOBA MOJIOKKUIJIA HOTH Ha CTOJ.

— OmHaX B! T MOVMMEIIb 3TO JIYYILE.

ApHH BCTaJl M3-3a CTOJIA, BBIIICI U3 TABEPHBI U IMIATHYJ B HOYb.
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Mopsik nomHsuics W, B3MaxHyB pykou, npoTsHyn ee Kecrtpen. JleBymka mno3Boimiia emy
noMoub el Bcrarb. OH HAKHUHYI CBOIO KYPTKY €Ml Ha IUIeYd W 3aBf3a]l CBOOOJIHBIE IOJIBI
3aTEUIUBBIM Y3JIOM.

— Mwunas qBOpLIOBas CIyKaHKA, HE OTIPABUIILCS JIM THI B MOPE BMECTE CO MHOM ?

— Sl motormto kopabib. Pa3se ThI HEe BuAMIG? S IpUHOITY HEeynavy.

— Kak pa3 Takas, kakasg MHe HyxHa. — OH YMOKHYI €€ B IIEKy M M0Oekall Mo KaMHSAM K
HabepexxHoU. — Sl 3amep3ar0! — KpUKHYI OH, HallpaBJssCh B CTOpOHY ropoaa. OH pBaHy! BIiepe
Y HayaJl HameBaTh Ty K€ MEJOJHI0, 4TO W paHblue. OH ey rpoMko U 3By4HO. Ero ronoc Gonee-
MEHEE NONaial B HOThI, U KecTpell ¢ yIoBOJIBCTBUEM CITYIIANIA, KAK NIECHS CKAYET MO BOJIHOPE3AM,
NpePHIBAsICh BMECTE C JbIXaHUEM OeryHa.

Menoaus He OblI1a KpacuBoi. ["onoc, Mo 3aBA3KY 3aJIUThI COUPTHBIM, COBCEM HE HAITOMUHAI
rosioc ApuHa. Ho on 3Byuan cuactimBo. OH HanonHWI KecTpen BecelbeM, U IEByIIKa MoayMana O
TOM, YTO MOKHO PaZioBaThCsl U TOMY, UTO y T€Os €CTb.
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Kectpen momyunna to, uro xorena. Temepb mopa ObUIO BO3Bpamarbest Bo aBoper. OmHako
HOTH HE XOTEJIM HECTHU ee 00paTHO. Ha xonM oHa eiBa moHUMAaIach.

OHa He XoTena BO3BpallaTbcs. B Hell MONHAIOCh HEMOBUHOBEHUE M HEMOJABHKHBIM KaMHEM
BCTAJIO B TopJjie, MpUYHHSS 00Jib. JleBylllKa CTOsIa MEpes BHICOKUM MOCTOM HaJl peKoi, KOTopas
CITyCKJIACh C TOPHI U NeTisia yepe3 ropod. Kecrpen cienosano nepeitu ee. CieaoBao COUTH C
MIPOTHUBOIIOJIOAKHON CTOPOHBI MOCTAa U MHUHOBATh apUCTOKPATUYECKUM KBAPTal C €ro MACISHBIMU
JaMIaM#, CTEHKH KOTOPBIX COCTOSUIM U3 MHOXECTBA HEOOIBIIMX CTEKIIBIIIEK B (pOpMeE aamazoB.

Ho Kectpein ocranach cTosITh Ha MECTE.

OHa IpUKOCHYIACh K KOBAHBIM JKEJIE3HBIM IEpUiiaM, KOTOPBhIE 00pamIIsuIi PeKy. XOJOTHBIHI
Metaim obxkuran. Bens mo mepuniam pykoi, Kectpen mompia Brepenq — MENJIEHHO, a MOTOM
ObICTpee, clela BAOIb PEKH JIUIb 3aT€M, YTOObI TOCMOTPETh, Ky/la TOTOK €€ BBIBEJIET... TIIABHOE,
YTOOBI MOJAJbIIE OT TOTO MECTA, TJIE€ € MOJIarajioch ObITh.
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NnxeHep-ruIpOTeXHUK. APUH MOILIEN IO Y3KOU JIECTHUIE, KOTOpask Bejia Mpodb U3 TEeCHHUH.
[lomusBIMCH, HaBEpPX, OH MOBEPHYICS W OKHUHYI B3IISAAOM ropoin. Bo TeMe Obiiu pa3zdpocaHbl
dboHapu — aparoleHHbIe KAMHHA Ha YEPHOM OapXaTHOM MOKpPBIBAJIE.

ApUWH IpEKpacHO MOHSI, YTO O3HAYalld CTABKU Ha Ijarbe. XoTs TeHCEeH U COMHEBAJICS B HEM,
ApuH okazajncsa mpaB: ¢ miaBo CeHara pacmjaTUIUMCh JTOXOAHOW wuH@opmarueidt. YMHOBHUK
okazan umneparopy ycayry. Ho kakyro?

N, ecnin nHKEHEPY 3aIJIaTUIIM TOYHO TaK ke, 4YTO cJiejiaia oHa?

ApuH ycIlbIal myM Bojbl. Peka.

OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO PSJAOM HaxXOMWJICS KaHal, TAE peKa CyKajlaCh U CTaHOBUJIACH MEHEe
OypHoii. [locienoBaTenbHOCTh MUTI030B, CIPOSKTUPOBAHHBIX TOM CaMOM KEHIMHOMN.

ApUH BBIIET K PEKE U HAIIPABUJICS BJOJIb HEE.
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VeuneB mnmno3el, Kectpen ocranoBuinack. OHa BOCXUTHIIACH TPEICTABINCH Tepes HEH
CHUCTEMOM: CepHel BOTHBIX BOPOT, KOTOPHIC MOIIM OTKPBIBATHCS W 3aKPBIBATHCS, MOTHUMAS WM
MOHWXasl YPOBEHb PEKHU, YTOOBI Oapku 0€3 3aTpyAHCHUHN JOCTABIISIIH TOBAPBL

9710 n300peTeHne ObUTO TII0IO0M ACSTEILHOCTH OCTPOTO yMa.
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Korma ApuH BblleN K LUTH03aM, TO YBHUIEH JBOPIIOBYIO CIYXaHKY, KOTOpas CTOsJIa K HEMY
CIIUHON. DTO ObLIa BaJIOpHAHKA: B OJETHOM CBETE JAJE€KOM JIaMIbl OH pPaccMOTpesl Oemnyro
OKaHTOBKY T0J1y00i1 100KH, HAMIOJIOBUHY CKPBITOM OTpOMHOM KYpTKOH. BonoCk! city’kaHka cripsrana
noj pabounm mapdom. OHa Kazaaach MAJICHBKUM CTYCTKOM TEHEH.

[Touemy-To cepaiie ApuHa 3anuioch NMpU BuUAe Hee. ManpdMK, KaKUM OH KOTHA-TO OBbLI,
OTPaXXEHHUE KOTOPOr0 MHOTA MEJIBKAJIO B 3€PKAJI€, TUXO MPOU3HEC BHYTPHU HETO, UTO OHA OIMHOKA.



Yro oHa Kpacusa.

Ho mepen nHumM Oblia He KapTHUHKA, a 4yeloBeK. He3Hakomasi BamopuaHka, ¢ KOTOPOM OH HE
XOTeld HMMETh Hudero odmero. Ee aBoproBoe mniarbe HAaOMHWIO ApPHHY, CKOJBKO 371a €My
MPUYAHUIIA UMIIEPUSL.

OH npuka3ai MallbYuKy YOUPaThCS.

ApuH nipomoskua uATH Breped. OH ciieoBall BIOJb KaHaja, ToKa TOT He H30orHyncs. Jlaxe
€CJIM OH OTJIIHETCS, TO Y’K€ HE CMOYKET YBUJIETh CIIY)KAHKY.
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Yem Gombiie KecTpen BcMarpuBanach B IUTIO3bI, TEM OOJIBIIE YyBCTBOBaIa ceOsl 3TON PEKOil.
Omna ouryman cBou u3ruOsl. Bee To, yemy He gaBanu mpoxona Bpara. JKene3Hyro JI0XKb, KOTOPYIO
OHa caMma TYro CBEpHYyJIa U 3arepJia.

Kectpen ycnpimana marn Japyroro HodHOro Opomsrun. OHH  3aMeUIMUINCh, HO HE
OCTaHOBWJIHUCH. [IyTHHUK MpoOIeT MHUMO, W €0 Iard CTAIH JAJICKHM DXOM, a 3aTeéM U BOBCE
3aTUXIIU.

Eit Toxe crmemoBano yxoauTh. KecTpen He cMokeT n30eraTh ABOpIia BEYHO.
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Yto-TO 3actaBmiio ApuHa MOBEpHYTHh Hazaa. Pyka kakoro-to 6ora? On He 3Hai. Ho Horv
MIOHECIIU €ro 00paTHO, HE JIaB OOMHHUTBCSA. Ero Teno 05Xuino, HarmoJHUIOCh CTPEMIIEHUEM.

B romnoBe ApuHa 3BeHena 3arajika, HO OH YCKOpWJI miar. IloueMy OH HCHBITBIBAI TaKyHO
NOTPEeOHOCTH BEPHYTHCS?

B aBopiioBoii ciayxkaHke, B OMMHOYECTBE CTOSBIICH Ha Oepery KaHalla, HIYer0 TAMHCTBEHHOTO
He ObU10. YUTO eliie OH JOJIKEH B HEW YBUIETH?

Ho...

«Ckopee», — TBEpAUIU €ro HOTH.

«Ckopee», — TOPOIHIIO CEPILIE.

OpnHako ciy>kKaHKa yXke yIvia.
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ApuH ctan uckarb ee. TaM, Ie KaHal BIMBAJICS B pPeKy, a HaJ HEM B TEMHOTE M3ruodascs
MOCT, OH BCIIOMHMJI OOyBb CIIY’KaHKH: 3TO OBUIM YEpHBIE y3JIbHBIE CAllOTd. 3adeM CIyXKaHKe
HOCHUTB 00YBb, KOTOpAas SABJISUIACH YaCThIO EPEMOHUAIBHOTO KOCTIOMA U1l BaJIOPUAHCKOM JTy?11?

Tonpko ecnan y Hee HE 0Ka3aj10Cch HUYETo OoJiee MpakTUYHOro. [lepes MBICIIEHHBIM B3IVISI0M
ApuHa mpeacTaiga O4eHb HEOObIYHAs KapTUHA: Oe3lIMKas CiIy)KaHKa KONaeTcs B ropax HapsaHBIX
Ty(esb B MOUCKAX YIOOHOU mapsbl.

[louemy emy Takoe IpeICTaBUIOCH?

C ee KMHXaJIOM TOXe ObUIO YTO-TO He Tak. CIy)KaHKH HOCHJIM OpYXKHE, KaK U BCE
BaJIOPUAHIBI, HO HE 00OpayMBaliM PYKOATH TKaHbIO. Pyka Momia cockonb3HyTb. ApHUH HE MOT
HOHSTh, 3a4€M KOMY-TO CKPBIBaThb PYKOSITh MOJOOHBIM 00pa3oM... pa3Be 4TO €€ BOBCE HE CTOMUJIO
MIOKa3bIBaTh.

Teneps on Oexan. [ToT onanui mope3 y HEro Ha JMIIE.



XoTs ApHH M HE BHUJENI PYK CIY)KaHKH, OHU MpPEICTAaBAIM B €ro BOOOpPaXEHUM TaKUMU,
KaKMMH OH UX IIOMHUIJL.

OnH Buzen OyieqHbIE TOHKHE Mayblibl. BCrOMUHAN, KaKk OHM TSHYIUCh K €r0 COOCTBEHHBIM.
[TouyBcTBOBAJI, Kak OHM CKOJB3HYIU TOJ €ro pyoOalllKy U KOCHYIUCHh KOXH. YBUJIEN, KaK OHU
BbIOMBAJI MY3bIKY M3-T10Jl YEPHBIX M O€JbIX KJIaBUII, BbI3bIBAIN LENYI0 Oypro, a 3aTeM 3aMeJIsn
MEJIOJIMIO, YCIIOKAWBAJIM €€ U MPEBPAIIATIN B COH.

Korna ApuH HakoHEll yBHJIENI B TEMHOTE PYKY JIE€BYLIKH, JICKABIIYIO HA MIEPUIIAX Y MOCTA, EMY
M0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO ATO MPU3PaAK U3 €ro BooopaxkeHusd. [lanblipl cayxaHKu miscany mno nepuiaM. OHu
UTPaJIM HECIIBIIHYIO IIECHIO.

OH y3HaJ 3Ty IPUBBIUKY.

VY3Hai pyky.

Apun 3amemnun mar. JleBymka Oblia morpykeHa B Mbicid. OHa He yclblliajiia, Kak OH
MOJIOIIIENI, a €CJIM M yCHbIliala, TO He oOpaTuia BHUMaHus. OHa Obula momiomieHa pekoi. My3bIkoit
B €€ rosioBe. OHa HEOTPBIBHO CMOTpPEIIa BO MPAK.

ApUH THUXO TPUOJIU3UICA, MPOU3HEC €€ UMs U MPUKOCHYICA K XOJIONHOM JiajjoHu. OH He
XOTEJI HaIyraTh €€.

CHauana OH moaymal, 4TO €My 3TO yIajJoch. ApUH IOYYBCTBOBAJ CIIOKOMCTBHE BHYTPHU HEeE,
nepes TeM Kak OHa MoBepHylIachk K HeMmy. OH NIOYYyBCTBOBaj, 4TO OHa y3Hana ero. Ho korma
KecTpen HakoHel MoAHsUIa HA HErO B3IV, OHA OTHpsIHYNA, OyATo He 3Hajia ero. OHa BbIXBaTUJIa
JaJ0OHb U3 €T0 PYKU U B3MaxHyla €10, OyATO XOTea 3alTUTHCA OT HEro. 3aropoiuTh €ro OT CBOUX
rJias.

3HauuT, OH BCe-Taku ee Hamyraji. Ha ee rybax 3amep Bckpuk. B riazax — yxac.

[lepen Hew cTosin MmoHCTp. Teneps ApyH BCIOMHMIL.

OH OBUT ’TUM MOHCTPOM.
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Kectpen yBuaena, kak ApuH pe3Ko OTHPSHYI OT €€ PYKH, KOIJla OHA XOTeNla MPUKOCHYThCS K
Hemy. Ee najgons OyaTo onainiio miaMeHeM.

OHa mouyBCcTBOBaJla Ha cebe TOT HOXK, KOTOPBIM M3ypoaoBall ero. KIMHOK BOH3UWJCS B HeEe.
VYaapun mo 4eMy-TO XW3HEHHO BaxxHomy, W KecTtpen BHyTpeHHE chexmiaachk. OT IOKa OHa
IoTepsiia 1ap peuu. bosb BeliaBuia BECh BO3AYX U3 €€ ropJa.

ApUH TPUKOCHYJICS TMaNbIAMU K JIByM IIBaM, KOTOPBIE [JIMHHBIM, MPEPBAaHHBIM Y IJa3a
pyOIIOM MPOTSIHYIUCH MO JIEBOM CTOPOHE €r0 JUlia.

— Yto ¢ T060i1 mpousonwio? — npomentana Kecrpen.

On npukpeul pany, Ho Kectpen ycnena 3aMeTuTh JUIMHY mope3a. MepTBEHHO-0JIETHYIO KOXY,
HATSHYTYIO YEPHBIMH CTEXKaMH. To, Kak mpaM U3MEHUII €ro JIUIO0. To, KaKk ApUH CKpBIBAJ €T0.

— ApHH, CKaXXH MHE.

OH monuann.

— Iloxainyiicra, — nonpocuiia oHa.

ApuH HaknoHWICA, 1 KecTpen moHsia ero HaMmepeHne TOIbKO TOT/A, KOTAA OH BBITAIMI U3
carnora KMHXKaJl.

Ee xumxain. Ee moOuMBbIil KWHXKAII, HICTBHBIN 110 BECY B C €€ TepOOoM, BRIPE3aHHBIM B pyOUHE
pykosaTu. Ee kuHxai, KOTOpbId HECKOIBKO Heleb Ha3aa 3a0pall y Hee UMIepaTop.

— JT0, — cKa3an ApuH U NpOTSAHYN KIMHOK Kectper.

«S1 coxanero», — ckazajia OHa UMIIEPATOPY.

«Hert, He coxaneenmn. Ho Oynenby.

KecTpen ypoHMnIa KMHXKaJI Ha 3€MITIO.

ApVH NOJHSN €TO.

— byap octopoxHa. Tel ucnoptuilb Jjie3Bue. A HETaBHO y3HAJ, YTO OHO O4€Hb ocTpoe. U
MOKa3ajl, HaCKOJIbKO OCTPOE, IBOPIIOBOMY CTPAXXHHUKY, Y KOTOPOro otoOpain ero. A s-To aymal,
BaJIOpUAHIIAM XBaTWJIO Obl MY)KE€CTBa HE HAaHHWMAarh KOTO-TO MOCTOPOHHET0, 4TOOBI HAmacTh Ha
MEHSI B TEMHOM YIIIy.

— ApuH, 370 ObLJIa HE 5.

— $1 ¥ He TOBOPUJI, YUTO Thl, — OTBETHJI OH, HO €T0 TOJIOC OBbLI IPYObIM U 3JIbIM.

— 41 Ob1 HUKOT 1A HE cTaja.

JlomxHO ObITh, ApUH TOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO OHA TOTOBA Pa3pblIaThCA: KWHXXal, KOTOPBIA OH
JeprKall B pyKax, IOMYTHEN Nepe] €€ ria3amMu. ApuH 3aroBopuil 00Jee CIIOKOMHO:

— 41 He mymaro, 4TO 3TO ObUIA THI

— Ilouemy? — Ee rosoc HammoMuiicss U copBajicsi. — S Momia Bc€ YCTPOUTh. DTO MOW
kuHxkain. Ha nem moi rep6. [louemy Thl Bepuib ToMy, 4TO 5 roBopro? Ilouemy Thl BOOOIlE MHE
BEpHUIIIL?

OH mopoleNn K nepujiaM M HAKJIOHWJICA HAJl HUMH, CKPECTUB MPEIIICYbs U CBECUB KHHKAI
Haj pekoil. Kectpen Bujena ero npoduis. Hakoner on ckazan:

— 51 nosepsito Tebe.

— He crowur.

— 4 3Ha10, — NpoOOpMOTAaI OH.

KecTpen ycnplmana B €ro rojoce HampsHKEHHOCTb, U OH IOHSJI 3TO, CYId IO TOMY, KaK €ro
rjla3a JepHYINUCH B €€ CTOpoHYy. OH BCTaJl B 103y, BRIPAKAIOIIYI0O HAMEPEHHOE Oe3pa3inyue.



— Ecnu mymare nmorudecku, — HEOpEXKHO mpousHec ApuH, — TO Hes, YTO Thl HaHsIa KOTO-
TO, YTOOBI YOUTh MEHS, HE UMEET CMbICTIA. 1 HE MOTY TOHATh, KAKUM OBLIT ObI TBOM MOTHB.

— B03MOXKHO, 51 XOT€Na MOJ0KUTh KOHEII CITyXaM.

— Kak xanp. MHe OHU HpaBATCHL.

— He mytu. Tl 10mKeH BUHUTH MEHS. J]OMKEH.

ApHVH NOKaydaJ roJIOBOM.

— Ha 1e0s 5TO HE TOX0XKE: OTMPABIATH KOTO-TO JIPYroro, YToObl OH CJIeal 3a TeOs TPSA3HYIO
paoory.

— A BIpYT 1 U3MEHUJIACH.

— Kectpen, moueMy Thl IbITaCILCS YOSAUTH MEHS B CBO€H BUHOBHOCTHU?

«IToToMy uTO BMHA MOsI», — XOT€JIa OTBETUTH KecTpe.

— MrHoBeHME Ha3a/1 Thl HACTAaWBAJIA, YTO HUKAKOTO OTHOLICHUS K HalaJeHUI0 HE UMEEIIb, —
ckazasl ApWUH, — U OTO BIIOJIHE TOXOXKE€ Ha Tmpapay. He xodemnm pacckazarb MHE, IOYEMY
uMIeparop 3adpan y Teost kunxan? Koro oH xoten Haka3arh ¢ €ro noMoupio? ToabKo MEHS... UIu
U T€0s1 ToxE?

KecTtpen He MOra MpOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA.

— 1 Mor OBl JaXke MOYYBCTBOBATh CEOS MOJBIIEHHBIM, — CKa3al ApHWH, — €CJIH OBl JIeCTh
UMIIepaTopa He MPUYUHSIIA CTOJIBKO OOJIH.

OH BBIIPSIMUIICS U CHOBA pOTsAHYN KecTpen kuHxkal.

— Her, — pe3ko oTBeTuIa JEBYIIKA.

— KJIMHOK HM B 4€M HE BUHOBAT.

KecTpen crimothyna 60:1b. CriioTHys1a 4yBCTBO BUHBI, CTBIJ U JIOBEPHE.

— Ecnu ThI OTJ1a1llb MHE 3TOT KMHXaJI, 51 BRIOPOIITY €T0 B PEKY.

ApuH moXxajn IJjeyaMu, yopall KuHXKajl oOparHO B camor U moBepHyics kK Kectpen nuiom.
[Tope3 m3rubasicsi Ha e€ro Imeke, OyATO B MONYYIbIOKE, HO €ro ry0bl HE IEBEIbHYIHCH, MOKa
Kectpein Ha Hero cmoTpena.

— VYBepeH, MO HOBBII 00pa3 3aBOpaKMBAET BO BCEX OTHOIICHMSX, HO 5 HE X0Uy OOJIbILIE O
HEM TOBOPUTH. S ObI mpenoyes moroBopuTh 00 3ToM. — OH ykazan Ha pabdounit mapd Kecrpen u
MPOBEJ MaJIbIIEM B BO3yXEe JUHUIO JI0 €€ YepHbIX caror. — KecTpern, 4To Thl 3atesiia’?

Omna 3a0bU1a 0 TOM, KaK ObIIa OJIETA.

— Hwuuero.

ApUH OPUTIOJHSIT OPOBH.

— DJT10 OblT cmop, — mnpousHecna Kecrtpen. — S mocnopuiia ¢ J04epbi0 OJHOTO W3
CEHaTOPOB, YTO OCMEIOCH YCKOJIB3HYTh U3 JIBOpIIa 0€3 COMPOBOKIACHUS.

— Ilomnpo0yii eme pa3, Kectpen.

Ona npobopmoTana:

— 1 ycTana cuzeTs B3anepTy BO JABOPIIE.

— DToMy s MOTY TOBepUTh. HO COMHEBarOCh, UTO ThI CKa3ajia MHE BCIO MPABIY.

ApuH mpuulypuics, usydas ee. Beas pykoil mo mepusiam, OH NPUOIU3UIICS, TOTSHYICS K
BOPOTHUKY KYPTKU MOpSKAa U OTOJIBUHYJ TKaHb OT 1ien Kectper.

Mup nponuTaiics ciaiKuM apoMaToM U 3amep.

ApuH HakjiaoHUI royiosy. I1IBeI Ha ero nuie ouapananu meky Kecrpen. OH 3apbuics JTAIIOM B
AMKY MEXK/]1y €€ IIe€ii U BODOTHUKOM KYPTKH M BIOXHYJ. KecTpen 3aTonuio Tenaom.

OHa npeacraBuiia, Kak €ro MPUOTKPBITHIM pOT MpuxKUMaeTcs K ee koxe. Kak oH yiabibaercs,
MoKasbiBasi 3yObl. A TMOTOM OHa TpEJCTaBWiIa, YTO CHeJlaeT cama, Kak 3alyaeT ceOs, U MHUp



YCKOJIB3HET U pa3MOTaeTcs, KaK KaTylka Ooraroi JICHTHL OJTH o0passl 3axBaTuiu ee. OHa He
MOIJIa MOIIEBEIUTHCS.

OH MO4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO OHA HE JABHXKETCS, U 3amep. OH MOAHSII TOJIOBY M B3IVISIHYI Ha HEE.
3payku ero ria3 ObUIM OTPOMHBI.

ApUH OTIIyCTHII €€.

— Ot Tebs maxHeT My»4YuHOU. — OH HEMHOTO OTOJIBUHYJICA. — [ J1e ThI B3s1a 3Ty KYpTKY?

B ee ronoce He oTpa3uiICcsa OXBaTUBLINN €€ TPEIIET:

— Bpmrpaina.

— KT0 cTan TBOEH )epTBOM HA 3TOT paz?

— Kakoii-to Mmopsik. B kapTel. MHe ObL10 XOJOIHO.

— He cteinno, Kectpen?

— Her, coBepmieHHO. — OHa 3acTaBuiia CBOM T'OJIOC 3By4aTh TBepxe. — UeCcTHO roBops, OH
OT/JAJI MHE €€.

— Kakoli uaTepecHsiii y TeOs Obu1 Beuep. COexana U3 ABopiia. YKpajia KypTKy y MOpsiKa.
[louemy MHE Ka)eTcs, 4TO 3TO €I HE BCe?

Kecrtpen noxana niedamu.

— MHe HpaBUTCS UIpaTh B KApThl C XOPOUIMMHU NpOTUBHUKaMH. [Ipum nBope Takux He
HaNgellb.

— Ha uTto BBI Urpanu?

— 4 xe ckazana — Ha KypTKY.

— Thl ckazana, 4to OH otnan ee Tede. U eme, 4to Thl BhiMrpana. Tak 4To k€ ObLIO TBOMM
BBIMTPBIIEM ?

— Huuero. Mel urpanu Ha uHTEpEC.

— Yto0sI ThI urpana Ha uatepec? Hukorna.

— Ilouemy Ob1 1 HeT? Korga-To st urpana ¢ ToOOW HA CIIMYKH.

— Bepmno.

OH Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/I 3aKpbUI I1a3a, u KecTpen yBHuaena TOHKYIO, IOYTH BEPTHKAIBHYIO
KPACHYIO JIMHHIO, IEPECEKAIOIIYIO €T0 JIEBOE BEKO. JTa M0JIOCa Ollaparnaia €€ Cepe.

ApHH CHOBa IMOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee. B3mman ero cepbix mia3 Bnuicsa B ee Jnno. Kak u paHbIe,
Kectpen mouyBcTBOBasia ceOs JKEpTBOM Mepen XUIIHUKOM. ApHUH YIbIOHYICS. OTo ObuIa
HEHACTOsIIAs YJIbIOKa, OHA IEPEKOCHIIA JIEBYIO CTOPOHY €T0 JIUIIA.

— 4 npennarato Tede cuirpath B «Kibik u JKano», Kectpen. Troi corntacua?

Kectpen noeepHynach 00paTHO K peke.

— byzaer nyuie, ecnu Thl yenelb U3 CTOJIMIBL.

— IlnaBanue o OyIlyroIIEeMy MOPIO B MOJTHOM oAnHOo4YecTBe? Kak 3amaH4YuBO.

KecTpen Huuero He oTBeTHIIA.

— S He xouy ye3xarb, — npousHec ApuH. — Sl xouy ceirpath ¢ T000i. OnuH pas.

Kectpen pa3pbiBasiach Mex Iy cOOJa3HOM U MYIpPbIM BEIOOPOM, U CKOPO OHA 0OJIbIle HE MOTJIA
CONIPOTUBIIATHCS ITIEPBOMY.

— Korpa? — cnpocuna oHa.

— IIpu nepBoi y10OHON BO3MOXKHOCTH.

VY HUX 1ox HOTaMU €JBa JIK Bajisuiachk koiona s «Kibeika u XKana». Y Kectpen Oymer Bpems
MOJITOTOBUTHCS... XOTA OHA HE MMeJa HU MajeiIlero moHsATUs, KakuMm oOpa3zoM. Beab 310 Obuia
BCEro JINIIb urpa. Becero onnHa urpa.

— XO0pol110, — YCJIbIIIaJIa OHa CBOW OTBET.



— [lobenuTens monyvyaeT Bce, — cKazan ApHH.

Kectpen B3risiHyna Ha HEro.

— CraBku?

— Hcrtuna.

KecTpen He Moma Ha 3TO comtacuThea. OHA HE MOIIa Ja)Xe CKa3aTh «HET», BEb TOTAA OHA
ObI TpH3HAJIA, YTO HE MOXKET paccKazaTh €My MpPaBIy.

— OHa a1 Te0d He cauuIKoM 3aMaHunBa? — cupocusl ApuH. — JlagHo. Moxer ObITh, Takas
CTaBKa HEJIOCTAaTOYHO BhICOKA i TeOs. B »ToM Bce aeno, BepHO? UTOOBI MOJY4UTh OT MEHS
npaBjy, Te0e HaJ0 TOJIBKO CIPOCUTh. Tl 3Haelb 3T0. Tede He3aueM UrpaTh Ha TO, YTO Thl MOXKEIIIb
MOJTy4YuTh U Tak. — OH cMepui ee B3misigoM. — Kectpen. Tel uTo-TO cKkpbIBaeb. U s Xody y3HaTh
yro. [laBait qoroBopumcs Tak. Eciiv Thl BeIMTpaelib, s BHITOIHIO JIO0YI0 TBOIO MPOckOy. Eciau ThI
MpUKaXelb MHE yeXaTh U3 CTOJULBL, 5 yeny. Eciu noxenaenb, 4ToObI s 00JbIlle HUKOTJA ¢ TOOOM
He roBopwi, s He Oymy. Ha3zoBu cBoro 11eHYy. — ApUH NpOTSAHYN il pyky. — Jlail MHEe CJIOBO, 4TO
OTIUIATUIIL MHE 4YeCTHO. CITIOBO YECTH BAJIOPUAHKHU.

KecTpen meiTanach He CMOTPETh Ha MPOTSAHYTYIO JaJoHb ApuHa. OHa MIOTHEE 3alaxHysa
BOPOTHUK KYPTKH, YTOOBI 3aIMTUTHCS OT XOJIOJIA.

[Ipourpars Obuto HeMbicTMO. Ho ecnu oHa Bemrpaet... OHa CMOXET OTHpaBUTh ApHHA
nomoii. Tak Oynet mydire. EMy cTano onacHo 31ech octaBaThes. CIUIIKOM TSKENO JIsl HE€ CaMOM.

— Kectpen. — OH OpUKOCHYJICS K €€ rOJIOMY 3aISICThI0 U MEJIEHHO CKOJIB3HY MaJIbIIAMH B
TEIJIO MIMPOKOTO MaHKeTa KypTKH, TJie Onics ee myjibc. — B mociaeaHuit pas, — Monpocu OH.

Jlanons Kectpen paccnabunach, Oyaro el He mnpuHamiexkana. [laablbl pacKpbUIMCh U
COEJIMHUIINCH C €TO.

BueszanHo el mokasanoch, OyATO BHYTPU HeEE€ MOSIBUJACh IyCTas KOMHATra, Kyaa Temnepb
XJIBIHYIIM BCE €€ KeJaHnusa. OHU CTOJIMUINCH BMECTE B MBIIHBIX I00KaX U3 TOHKOTO IIIEJIKa, KOTOPhIE
TEPJIUCH IPYT O APYyra.

— Ha, — npomenrana Kectpein.

['maza ApuHa B TEeMHOTE 3aKIIHCh. Ero pyka Oblia ropsiaei.

— IloknsHUCH.

— BanopuaHIibl 1OpOXKAT CBOUM CIIOBOM.

— Ilonpem.

OH MOTSAHYN €€ K CITYCKAaroIEeMyCsl BHU3 TIEPEYIKY.

— Ceiiuac?

— W TH1 npeanouTeb Urpath Bo Bopie? Kak qymaenis, rae OyaeT ayyiie, B TBOMX MOKOSX
WJIA B MOUX?

Kectpen BbimycTMsIa €ro pyKy M TOTEpJia J1aJ0Hb, MBITasICh 3aCTaBUTh ce0si 3a0BITh €ro
MIPUKOCHOBEHHUE.

On HabmroaaI 3a HEMl, U BRIpAXKEHUE €ro JIMIla U3MEHUJIOCh.

— MBI chirpaeM mo3xke, — cka3ana KecTpen, U B 3TOT MOMEHT NOHsUIa, 4TO, MOXKET, OHa
coracuiach MPOCTO paiu YAOBOJBCTBUSI CHITPATh C HUM WM PAaJd OTPABIECHHOTO MpU3a —
BO3MOKHOCTH BBICIIaTh €r0 W3 CTOJMIBL, — HO Kakas-TO Majasg 4YacTb €€ IMPHUHSIIA €ro
MPEIIOKEHUE U3-3a IPEIATENbCKON HAJICKIbI ITponurpats. — [103xke, — moBTopuia oHa.

— Her. Ceitvac.

— He moxem xe Mbl OpoauTh 1o TecHUHaM, TOKa HaAM He TMOMaIeTCs KOJIoa KaprT.

— He 6ecniokoiics, — cka3an ApuH. — Sl 3Har0 MOIXOASAIIEe MECTO.
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ApuH He OBUT yBEpeH, YTO JIMXOpaJKa IOKWUHYIa €ro MOJIHOCThi0. OH Haxomuics B
UCCTYILJICHUH.

B cMsaTenun.

On Ben Kectpen o6parno B Tecuunsl. Ero mar Obu1 jyimauee. OH nomien ¢ Kectpen B Hory... a
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUU CITYCTS YK€ CHOBA MPAKTUUYECKHU OE)Kall.

ApuH OoJbIIe HE 3HAJI, UTO CYHIECTBYET Ha camoM jeine. UTo peanbHo? OTBpallieHuEe Ha JIUIE
Kectpen, xorna ona Tonpko yBujena ero? Ho 3arem Ha Hee ymain Jiyd cBeta QoHaps, U ApuH
3aMEeTHUJI OTPSICEHUE U MeYallb.

Nnu 3T0 emy TOJBKO MoKa3anoch. « Tl BUAMIIL TO, YTO XOU€Ilb BUJIETHY», — CKa3all €My
TeHceH.

Kornga ApuH 0TOTHYJT BOPOTHUK TOM YKpaJeHHOM (B3ATOM HA BpEeMs, BRBIMTPAHHOW?) KypTKH OT
mien Kectpen, B Bo3iyxe Mexy HUMU OyaTo BClbIXHYNIa Uckpa. Pa3se He Tak? Ho motom Kectpen
npeBparuiach B kameHb. Kak Torma Ha OankoHe, B IepByt0 HOub. HaBepHOE, MCKPBI ObUIH TOJIBKO Y
ApuHa B ronose. Bo3M0oxHO, OHM ObUIM MOAOOHBI TEM MCKpPAM, YTO CHIMATCS U3 [JIa3, Korjaa Teds
yIapsT B JIALIO.

ApuH He arain, Korjga ckasai, 4yto aosepser Kectpen. Ho 310 noBepue Bcerna nexano BHYTpU
HEro TsDKENbIM KaMHeM. B foBepun eii He ObUIO CMBICIa. APUH MOT Ha3BaTh MHOXKECTBO MPUYHH.
Ero nosepue Obuto miynocThio. bonie3Hbio. ApuH caM MOJHOCTHIO HE MOHUMAJT ero nmpupossl. OH
Jake He ObLT yBEpEH, YTO 3TO YIPSIMOE CTPEMIICHHE MCXOAMJIO OT HACTOALICH HAACXKbI, a HE OT
MPUBBIUKH MOMPOIIANKH, KOTOPHIN TaK U 3aCHYI C PYKOM, MPOTAHYTOU 32 METKUMHU MOHETAMH.

ApuH ObicTpo ommsiHynca uepe3 miedo. Kectpenm Opocana Ha y3KHMM TEpeyloK BOKPYT
00€CIIOKOEHHBIE B3IIISI/IbI: HA IOMOU U MYCOP B KaHaBe, KOJEOMIONMIACS CBET (DOHAapel U3 UTOPHBIX
JIOMOB, Pa3BAIMBAIOIIMECS JIECTHULBL. OIacHbIE HAa BUJ IIATHA JIBAA MO HOTAMH.

Ona moiiMasia ero B3I M MOMpaBwia padounii mapd, 4ToObl MPUKPBITH JUI0, OyATO ApUH
ObUT He3HaKOMIIeM. ByTo He 3Haj, KTO OHa, U €ro Morjia OOMaHyTh €€ MaCKHUPOBKa.

MackupoBka! ApuH 3aMep Ha MeCTE€ M BOCXUTHIICS TeM, Kak KecTpen BhIIsEna B MIarThe
cinyxaHku. Ee sipkue BoJOCHI ObUTM CHpSITaHbl, OTKPbIBAs JIMIIO U YHUCTHIA J100. OHa cMbUIA Ty
MPOKJISATYIO METKY.

OH ucnbITan HENOHATHOE OXHBJIeHUE. [louTn romoBokpyxeHne. OHO HAMIOJHUIO €r0 JETKHE
M [OpUIIMOPUIIO IYCTUBIIEECS BCKaub BOOOpakeHUE, KOTOpPOE€ co3JaBajo  (haHTa3uw,
ITOKa3bIBAIOIIHE, HACKOJIBKO JAJIEKO 3alle]l €r0 Pa3yM.

Apun nipeacrtasui, uto Moiib Tencena — sto Kectpen.

Jla, ycMexXHyIcs OH, TaK BCE U €CTh. JTO BCE OOBSACHSET.

[TopaxkeHHBIN CBOEl CHOCOOHOCTBHIO K camMooOMaHy, ApUH pacckazan ceOe KOpPOTEHBKYIO
Henenyto ucroputo. Hameku Tencena Ha To, uro Monb — Puma, OblTM BCEro JiMillb HaMEKaMHU.
Tencen Huuero He roBopui npsimo. A KecTpen HaxXoousiaoch B MPEKPACHOM MOJIOKEHHH, YTOOBI
coOupars MHpOpMaIMIO A1 Kyparopa nmuoHoB ['epana, He Tak au? Jlrobumuna asopa. Joub
reHepana. [lpubnmxennas umneparopa. Hesecra ero ceiHa. TeHceH HUKOraa Obl HE pacckasaln
ApHHY, UTO UCTOYHUK UH(POPMAIIMU — OHA.

Bce npekpacHo cxommiiocsk. M Tonpko mocmoTrpute Ha Hee cenvac. [lmarse cioyxanku. Ota
kypTka. Kakas-to 3aragka Bo B3msie. O na. 3 Kectpen nostydniiack Obl BENTUKOJIENHAS HIMTAOHKA.

W napaiite He OymeM 3a0bIBaTh TO HMCIOPUYEHHOE IUIaThe, KOTOpoe omuchkiBaia Jlenus.



PazopBanHbIE BRI, pBOTA U TPSA3HBIN MTOJIO.
Pa3Be 310 He moxoxke Ha Kectpen — puckoBaTh co00i1?
Paau yero? I'epana?
Pagun Apuna?
O 6oru mxu u 6e3ymust! ApuH coresn ¢ yma.
OH paccmesics BCIIyX.

* %k Xk

Kectpen Toxe ocraHoBwiack. OHa BUJENa, KaK €ro JIMIO OCBETHUIIOCH CTPAHHBIM, XKECTKHUM
BECEJIBEM, €IIIE 10 TOr0, KaK OH 3aCMESIICS.

— ApUH, — Opou3Hecia OHa, — B YEM JEJ0?

— Hu B yeM. — Bce ertie ynbi0asch, OH BCTPSIXHYI rosioBoil. — Bo BceMm. S He 3Hato.

— O yeM ThI?

— IlpocTo myrka. ['mynas myrka. HeBaxno. He oOpatuaii BHUMaHuUs.

Eit He xoTenoch BeiBebIBaTh. He X0TEI0Ch CHOBA YCIBIIATH TOT O€3PaIOCTHBINA CMEX.

OHM caenanu enie HECKOJIbKO IAroB IO JEPEBIHHBIMUA TAaOJUYKaMHU, YTO BHUCEIU Haj
IBEPSIMU pa3lIMUHBIX 3aBEICHUH, TOJ00HO HEMOABMXHBIM 3HameHaM. Korga Kectpen nonsina, kynaa
ApuH BeneT ee, oHa ocTaHoBWJach. OHa yCTaBWJIaCh Ha TaBEPHY MO M300paKE€HUEM CIOMaHHON

PYKH Ha MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM CTOPOHE YIUIIBL. DTO OTTYAA BBIMEN] TOT MbSHBIA JOPJ, KOTOPHIMA
MOYTH y3HAJ €e.

— MHe Henb3d Tyaa.

— Jly1st Te0st HeIOCTATOYHO POCKOIIHO?

['naza ApuHa Bce enie 0JieCTenn CAaTUPUUYECKUM CBETOM.

— KT0-HUOYh MOXKET Y3HATh MEHSI.

— Bpsin nu.

— Heyxenu npocrast 0ek1a HACTOJIbKO MEHS U3MeHuIa?

Omna yciblana B CBOEM T'OJI0CE BRICOKOMEPHYIO HOTKY U CMYTHJIACH.

— Kectpen, s Mory 3amofo3puTh, 4YTO Thl CUMUTACHIb CE0s CIMIIKOM BBICOKOPOIHOM, YTOOBI
BOUTH B «Cl10MaHHYIO pyKy». Vmu 4TO ThI OOUIIBCS TPOUTPATH MHE, UTO BIIOJIHE TTOHATHO.

Omna Opocuiia Ha HErO CepJIUTHIN B3IJISI/I U IIATHYJA BIEPE]I.

TaBepna OyiieBaja IIyMOM M CBETOM. 37€Ch ObUIM TONNBI Jrojed. Bozmyx 3arycren oT
Tabag4HOTO JbIMa, MSCHOTO 3amaxa JCIICBhIX CBeYEeH Ha caje W BIAXHOHW IPOXKIKEBOM CMeECH
ankoroiist 1 mota. Kectpen 1uia ckBo3b TOIIY.

— TbI 3Haelb, Kya UATH? — C BECEJIBEM B T'0JIOCE CKazal ApUH € Ha yXo.

Kectpen mnpomsuranace Brepen. Okono OapHOW CTOWKM JAblIATH CTalo Jierde, HO,
NpUOIU3UBIIKMCh, OHA YBUJENAa TPEX PACTPENaHHBIX IMbSHBIX MNPHUIBOPHBIX, KOTOPhIE TI'POMKO
mymenu. Onnoro u3 Hux Kecrpen 3Hana mo uMenu. OH 3aHMMAaJ BBICOKOE TOJIOKEHHUE U ObUI B
yucie NpubIMKEHHBIX K UMIIEPATOPY Ha NpUeMe B 3UMHEM CaJy.

KecTpen omycTuiia roioBy, onacasch ObITh Y3HAHHOM.

Ho ona He ycniena. B3misax npuIBOPHOTO yrnaja Ha HEE... U CKOJIB3HYI Aanbiie. OH HE 3aMETHII
ee, Mo KpailHeW Mepe, He YBUCT HHYETO, UTO CTOMIO Obl ero BHUMaHusA. OIUH U3 €ro TOBapHUIICH
paccmesics ero myrke. CeHaTop OTBEPHYIICS K HEMY.

Onu Becenio NoTpeOoBaM €lle BBIMUBKY, 1 HUKTO U3 HUX OOJIbIlE HE B3TJISTHYJ B €€ CTOPOHY.

— Ts1 ocTanoBUIach, — npodopmoTan Apun Kectpen Ha yxo.



C rOoTOBBIM BBICKOUHMTH U3 IpynH cepauemM Kectpen moBepHYIach K ApUHY Tak PE3KO, 4TO
CTOJIKHYJIach ¢ HUM. OH noiiMall ee 3a Iieyo.

— 4 yxoxy, — CKasaia oHa.

— To1 o6emana. OnHa urpa.

— He 3nece. He cettuac.

XBarka AprHa yCUJINIACh.

— 3HAYUT, THI CAacbCs. S BEIMIpall.

buenne myneca B ymax M3MEHWIOCh. Ee ceplle yCKOPUIOCh OT €ro mpuKocHOBeHHus. OHa
CTOsIIa mepes] COONIa3HOM U MEpe/l... YeM-TO €Ilie, UTO, HaBEpHOe, ObLI0 0oJjiee MyIpPbIM BapHaHTOM,
eciu Obl OHa He 3a0blTa KaK1M.

D10 4TO-TO emie u3MeHmwIo0 Gopmy, 3arBepaesio BHyTpu Kectpen. OHO HacTaMBallo Ha «J1ay,
U3TOHSJIO «HET» U Ha3biBasio Kectpen Tpycuxoi. OHO B3sUTOCH 32 PYKHU € COOJIa3HOM.

— 1 nukorga He cnarock, — ckaszana Kectpen. Apun ynbiOHyscs. OHa moBesia ero B JaJIbHUI
YIroJl, [A€ CTOSJIO HECKOJIBKO CTOJIOB. Bee ObUTH 3aHATHL 3a caMbIM JJaIbHUM OT CEHATOPOB CTOJIOM
CUJIENIN IBOE BAJIOPUAHCKUX TOProBLeB. KecTpen mogonuvia K HUM.

— YcTynuTe HaM CBOM MeCTa, — CKa3ajla OHA M YPOHMJIA HA CTOJI KOIIEJIEK, KOTOPBIN yKpaja
y KanuTaHa nopra. ToproBibl MOCMOTPENHN HAa KOIIEJIEK, MOTOM HA HEE U PEIIMIIA NUTh CTOsI. OHHU
3a0pajy KomeaeK 1 YIUIH.

— Ipybo, HO peiicTBeHHO, — Tmpu3Han ApuH, korma Kectpen ycemach cnuHOM K
OPUJIBOPHBIM. ApHH OCTajcsi CTOATh. JleBylika okujaaina, 4YTO OH CKaXeT 4YTO-HUOYIb
HAaCMENUTUBOE. TO METAIIIMYECKOE BECEIIBE €IIE HE A0 KOHIIA MOKUHYIIO €ro, HO CMATYHIIOCH, TOKa
OHM TMPOOMPAIHUCH YEpe3 TOJIY B TaBepHE. APHUH BBINIAAE] KaKMUM-TO YCTaJbIM, OyATO O€ryH,
KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO YTO mpoOexan AucTaHuuio. Kakas Obl MbICIIb HM OBIIaJie]la UM B IIEpEYIKe, 3Ta
MBICJIb OCTaBHUJIa €rO0... €CJIU HE 10 KOHLA, TO moutH. Kectpen Oosblie He BUAENa €€ OTpaKeHUs Ha
ero 00e300paxeHHOM JIUIIE.

Ha ero mumom nuiie, KoTopoe oHa Tak Jroomia. Kak oHO MO0 HpaBUTHCS €l ele 0oibiie
u3-3a mpama? UTo 3a 4YEIOBEK MOI BHJETh YYXKOE€ CTpaJlaHUE W YyBCTBOBAaTh, KaK CEPALE
pacKpbIBaeTCs €llie Mpe, ¢ elle 0oJbIIeld TOTOBHOCTHIO, YeM paHbIIe?

C He#t ObUIO uTO-TO HE Tak. [loueMy el XOTenoch MPUKOCHYTHCS K MOPE3y M Ha3BaTh €ro
KpAacCUBbIM?

ApuH Ha Hee Ooublle He cMoTpen. Ero yTo-To 0TBIEKIIO.

Kectpen mpocnemuna 3a €ro B3DISLAOM M YBHJEHA PBDKEBOJIOCYIO JKEHIIMHY C YEPHBIMHU
rJ1a3aMu, KOTopasi XOJ0JHO cMoTpelia Ha ApuHa. BripaxkeHue ero auia He U3MEHUIOCh, HO YTO-TO
BHYTPH HETO IepHYNoch. Kectpein nouyscTBoBana 3T1o. Ee cepaue cxanocs.

Korma Apun cHoBa oOparun cBoe BHMMaHue Ha KecTpen, oHa wu3ydana mepOaryro
MTOBEPXHOCTh CTOJA.

— S moitay pa3noOyay Konoay KapTouek, — ckaszai oH. — U Buna. [Ipunectu Buna?

Ee oTBeToM A0MKHO OBUIO CTarb pelMTENbHOE «HET». KecTpen Hyxaanach B SICHOCTH
CO3HAHMS JUISl UTPbI, KOTOPYIO OHA HE JOJKHA Obula — He Momia — npourparb. Ho BHe3anmHo oHa
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa €051 OUEHB KAJIKOW M MOHSIIA, YTO HEPBHUYAET C TEX NOpP, Kak ApUH Hallel ee y
peku. OHa OTBETHUIIA «JIa».

On nomennui, OyATO XOTelN pa3yOeuTh €€, a 3aTeM OTOILEI OT CTOJa.

Ero nornmoruna ronma. Kecrpen He BUaena, Kyjia OH HallpaBUJICS.
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ApHH HE XOTeJ OCTaBIAThH €e Hajoiaro. OHa mpuBiedeT K cebe BHUMaHue. TakoBoi Oblia ee
npupona. Ho xorma oH BepHyNcs ¢ BAHOM W Habopom s urpbl, Kectpen cuaena B MOJYaHUU U
OJINHOYECTBE: TUIIIMHA BOKPYT Hee OblIa MOYTH 3JI0BEIIEH MoCpeau OYIIyIoeld TaBepHBbI.

OH yBuJIeJ €€ paHbllle, YeM OHa ero. OH yBU/IeJI, KaK OHA MevYajibHa. APUH MOHSJ, YTO UMEHHO
ATO TIPUBJIEKJIO €ro BHHMAaHHWE Yy KaHalla, KOIJla OH IOCYMTal €€ Oe3bIMSHHOM CITyKaHKOM:
OIIyIIEHHE, OyATO 3Ta HE3HAKOMKA MOTEPsIa YTO-TO JJIi HEE HACTOJIBKO JOPOroe, KaKk U TO, 4YTO
ITIOTEPSIT OH CaM.

B cBoeM co3nanun ApuH yxe npourpai Kecrpen B «Knbik u JKano» 1 mo3Boiuia BCEM CBOUM
BOIIPOCAM YHUTH.

On npousHec: «CKaXku, 4ero Thl XOYEIIb.

A oHa oTBeTHIA: «Y€3Kail U3 ropoIar.

Omna cka3zana: «3abepu MeHs ¢ CO00i».

KecTtpen nonHsna roaoy. BeTpeTUBIIMCH B3MISAOM C €€ MIa3aMU — CBETJIO-CBETJIO-KApUMHU,
MOYTH 30JI0TBIMH, — APHH MOHSJI, YTO OH IIymeln. Trhicsuy pa3 Tirymnel.

OH JOJDKEH OCTaHOBUTHCSA. ODTU CHBI HasBy NMpUUUHSIM O0Jb. [louemy oH mo3Bosisui cebe
takue (pantazunu? OHu Bce uckaxanu. Ceituac ApuH HCIBITAJ CThIA, BCIOMHUB, KaK MMPUTBOPHIICSL.
MyCTh JIa’ke Ha MrHOBeHue, uTo Kectpen 6puta Monbto. OH M3rHAT 3Ty MUJTYIO MaJI€HBKYIO JIOXKb
U3 CBOEH TOJOBBL 3apeKcsl KOraa-in0o emie Tak Aymarb. Takue MBICIU pa3pblBajd €ro Ha JBE
4acTH, NMOAOOHBIE TOMY, KakMM OBbUIO €ro JIMIIO: OAHAa CTOpOHAa — HEBpeaumas, a Japyras —
M3ypOJOBaHHAS U MYJIbCUPYIOIIAS.

OH ceJ, TOJ0KUA KOJIOAY Ha CTOJ, IOCTaBHJI CTaKaH U HAJIUJ BUHO.

— Tonbko onuH crakaH? — ciupocuiia Kectpen.

OH NpOTSAHYN CTaKaH €u.

— MHe He crouT nuTth. Kak oHO?

— OrBparutenbHoe, — oTBeTua Kectpen, HO cienasna O0JbION TJI0TOK.

ApuH pacnieuaran kosnoay. Kectpen B3sia ogHy rpyoyro JE€peBSIHHYIO KapTOUKY M MOKPYTHIIa
€€ B pyKax, IMOMbITANIach CTEPETh OOJBIIMM MalbIleM KaKOe-TO MATHO. APUH CMOTpeEJ, Kak OHa
CHOBA cJieJlajla III0TOK BUHA.

ApUH BCIOMHWJI 00 HMCIOPYEHHOM IUIaThe, onucaHHoM Jlenueil. TeHceH HeTepneauBo
OTMAaxXHYJICSI OT 3TOM HMCTOPHUHU, MOKa3bIBasi ApPHHY, YTO UCKarb B HEM YTO-TO 3JIOBEIICE HEJEIO.
PBora Ha pykaBe muiarbsi? A pa3Be NPUIABOPHBIM HE HPABUTCS BUHO? ApPHUH BUJIEI JECITKH
BAJIOPUAHIIEB MbSIHBIMUA B CTENbKY. UTO K€ KacaeTcs Ipsi3M Ha IMOAOJIE U Pa30pBAHHBIX IIBOB...
100011 MOXKET CIOTKHYThCs. BepHo, B 3uMHEM caay Tps3u HET, HO ApPUH BUJEN JAJIEKO HE BCE
OTKPBITHIC IUIOIIAJKU JBOpLA. B HEKOTOpBIE €ro 4acTu €My He IO3BOJSIIOCHh BXOAUTH. KecTpen
MOIJIa YIacTh 1€ YTOAHO.

HenoBkocTh M MBIHCTBO HUKAK HE Bsizanuch ¢ Kectpen. Ho ApuH BuIen, Kak OHa IOYTH
OCYIIMJIA CTAKAH.

«A BIOPYT s UBMEHWJIACHY», — CKa3aja OHA Y PEKHU.

ApuH 3a0pan y Kectpen KapTOuky M C M3JIMIIHUM yCepAHeM mnepemernan kosomy. Mrpoku
HaOpaym pa3gadu.

Hab6op Apuna Obul kanok. EXWHCTBEHHBIM, YTO CITacajo €ro OT HeM30eKHOTO MOPaKeHUS,
ObUTa Mapa MBI, HO MBIIIIL CUATANIACH €/1Ba JIU HEe cCaMOM HU3IIEH KapToukoil. B octambHOM ero
Ha0op coCTOAN U3 pa3zHooOpa3us kaprouek JKamna, ¢ koTopsiMu Jiroomna urpars Kecrpen, u urpana
XOpouio. A OH — HE OYECHb.



VY Kecrtpen Obuia myuinas kKomOuHamus. ApuH 3Hajl. Ee muio Huyero He BbIIaBajao, HO KMEHHO
Ha 3TO ApUH M 00paTuJl BHUMAaHHE: Ha CTYCTOK OTCYTCTBUS JFOOBIX aMoIuii. KecTpen nuameHumnacs,
HO He3ameTHO. OHa 00JaunIach B YHEPIHUIO.

— Kecrpenm.

OHa 0TJ0XuJIa OHY KapTOUKy U B3sUla APYryro, He DisiAsd Ha ApuHa. OH 3aMeTUll — KakK OH
MOT" HE 3aME€TUTh? — UYTO TEMEPh OHA M30erajga cMOTpeTh Ha Hero. Y HeynuBuTenbHO. Ero nuio
ooneno. 11IBbI 3ynenu. OH UCHIBITHIBAT OTPOMHOE KEJIAHUE BHIPBATh HUTH U3 IIIBOB.

— IlocMmoTpu Ha MeHs1, — cKa3ai oH. KecTpen moBMHOBaNIach, M BHE3AIMTHO APUH TMOXKaen o0
sToM. OH MPOYUCTHII TOPJIO U cKa3an: — S Oosbine He Oyay MBITAThCS YOSTUTh TeOsI HE BHIXONUTH
3a HEro.

Kectpen memnienHo nobaBuiia K CBOEH paszjaue ele OfHY KapTouky. B3misHyB Ha Hee, oHa
HHUYETO HE CKa3aa.

— $I He moHUMaro TBOero BbIOOpa, — ckazain ApuH. — A MoxkeT, u monuMaro. Hepaxxno. Tb
ATOTrO XOYellb. JTO ACHO. ThI Bceraa Aenaeiib TOIbKO TO, YTO XOYEllb.

— ThI Tak cuurTaeub?

Ee ronoc ObUT pPOBHBIM U OECCTPACTHBIM.

ApVWH penmi puCKHYTb:

— S monymaun...

VY Hero Owuia onHa uzes. [losBunach yxxe HeKOoTOpoe Bpems Hazal. OHa eMy He HpaBUJIACh.
CroBa OCTaBWJIM Ha SI3bIKE TOpeYb, HO OH BCE AyMall 00 3TOM W JOyMal, U €clid Tak u Oyrer
MOJIYATh...

ApuH 3acTaBU ce0si CHOBa BCMOTPEThCS B KapTOuku. OH TBITAJCA MOHATh, OT Kakoi
kaproukn JKana KecTpen moiyduT MeHble Bcero BbIroApl. OH omioxkun mueny. 1 B TO ke
MTHOBEHUE MOXKAJIEN 00 3TOM.

Crnenyromiedi OH B3SJ1 M3 KOJIONBI OAHY M3 BBICIIMX Kaprouek JKama. DTo Morio Obl
BOOJYIIICBUTh €Tr0, HO y ApuHa OBUIO TakKo€ OIIyllleHue, OyATO OH HECETCs CIOMsS TOJIOBY K
Hen30eKHOMY MOMEHTY, Korna KecTpesn BeIUTpaeT, U OH CIIPOCUT, YETO OHA XOYeT.

— S monymaun...

— Apun?

OHa BeIIIsAZIENIa 0OECIIOKOCHHON. DTO 3acTaBuiio ApuHa penmTbes. OH MIyOOKO B3AOXHYIL.
MpIimnibl ero ®UBOTa MPEBPATUIIUCH B xKeJe30. Ero teno Oyro roToBUIIOCh K MPBLKKY B NIYOOKYIO
Bony. K ymapy nox asix. K cambIM ClHOKHBIM, CaMbIM BBICOKMM WJIM HU3KUM HOTaM, KOTOpPBIE OH
TOJIBKO MOT CIETh. Ero oprann3m 3Haj, 4YTO AOJDKEH BBIAEPKATH ITO.

— Brixoam 3a HeTo, — cKa3ail ApuH, — HO BTaliHE Oyb MOCH.

Kectpen otnepHyna pyKy oT KapTodek, Oynro oboxmiack. OHa OTKMHY/IACh HAa CIIMHKY CTYy/a
U moTepyia crud JokTd. JlomuB OCTaTKM BUHA M3 CTaKaHa, OHAa MPOIOJDKHIIA Moi4arh. HakoHen
cKazana:

— 5 He Mory.

— Ilouemy? — ApuH ropen OT YHUKEHHUSI M HEHaBHUAeN cels 3a To, uto crpocui. Ilope3 Ha
IeKe MbUIajd. — DTO HE CHJIBHO OTJIMYAETCsI OT TOTO, YTO Thl TOTOBA ObLIa BIOpaTh panbile. Korna
ThI MOIIEJOBaja MEHsI B CBOel kapeTe B IlepBO3MMHIOI HOYB, ThI AyMalla OCTABHUTb MEHSI CBOEH
TaitHoi. Ecnu ThI BooOIIe 0 yemM-To aymana. S cram Obl OMHUM M3 T€X 0COOBIX pabOB, KOTOPHIX
BBI3BIBAIOT HOYBIO, KOTJIa BECh OCTalibHOM oM cniuT. Hy? Pa3Be Bce ObUTO HE Tak?

— Her, — Ttuxo orBeruna ona. — He Tak.

— Torga ckaxxu MHE. — ApPHUH MPOKJIMHAI ce0s 3a Kaxaoe ciioBo. — CKaXu MHeE, KaK BCe



OBLIIO HA CaMOM JeJI€.

Kectpen MeqineHHO oTBETHIIA:

— Bce u3mMeHnuinocs.

ApUH HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY HaOOK, TTOIHSIB TTOI00POIOK TaK, YTOOBI HA €r0 PAHEHYIO JIEBYIO IIEKY
rmajajl CBeT.

— H3-3a pToro?

KecTpen orBeTHI1a TAKUM TOHOM, Oy/ITO OTBET ObUT OYEBUJICH.

— Jla.

ApUH pPBIBKOM BCTaJ M3-3a CTOJIA.

— Kaxercs, MHE HY>)KHO BBIIHUTb.

OH momen mpoyb, HO MOTOM ONISHYICS dYepe3 IUIEY0 M CKa3all TakK, 4ToObl €ro CJIoBa
MPO3BYYATH OCKOPOJICHUEM:

— He tporaii kapTouku.

* %k %k

Kectpen He moHmMana, mouyeMy OH Tak 3iHMTCsA. Pa3Be eMy He ObLIO SICHO, YTO paHa — €€
BUHA? M 4TO MOXKET MPOU30UTH UTO-TO €Il XyxKe?

ApuH Bce HE BO3BpalaJCA.

KecTpen pazMbinuisiia Hal TEM, YETO HE MOIIa MOHATh. OHA MMoaymala, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, ApUH
ObLI paHeH ropaszao niydke, yeM 3To Obuto BUAHO. OHAa BCIIOMHMJIA €TO BONPOC U CBOW OTBET.
ITpoxpyrriia ux B HaMATH €LIE pas.

[TocTreneHHO OHA Hayajna pa30uparbCsi B MpUYMHE HeaonoHuMaHus. Ee «mga» oTHOCHIOCHh K
MOCIIAHUIO UMIIEPATOPA, BEIPE3AHHOMY Ha Julle ApuHA. APHH K€ CIIPAIIMBAI O MIPAME, a HE O TOM,
4yTO OH 0003Hayan. OH 37IUJICS HA TO, KAKKUM OHA €T0 BUJIENA... IO €r0 MHEHUIO.

B ee mymy Buenwmics yxac. Kectpen He Momia Joxkaarbesi, korma ApuH BepHercs. OHa
JO0JDKHA HAWTH ero. J{omkHa OOBICHUTh CUTYAIIHIO.
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ApuH npoOuics K OapHOU CTOMKEe, 4TOOBI MOMPOCUTH €IlIE OAWH CTaKaH. XO35iiKa TaBEepHHBI,
BaJIOpMaHKa, MpourHopupoBayia ero. CHauyaja oHa OOCHTyKHiJIa BCeX ocTajdbHbIX. Korma x Hew
MOJIONUTN €I BaJOPUAHIIBI, OHA OOCIIYKHUJIa U UX TOXE€. APUH ObUT MOYTH TOTOB CaM OOpaTUTh Ha
ce0s ee BHUManHue. ['onoc Kectpen y Hero B yimax Bce moBTOPsT: «Jlay.

[ToBepxHOCTh OapHOW CTOMKHM ObLIa JIUMKOW M Taxjia KUCISITHHOW. YCTaBUBIIMCH Ha HEe,
ApuH ayman o0 M3yMpPYIHOH cepbre U O TOM, Kak oHa Osectena, OynTo ObUla 3a4apOBaHHOM.
CapcuH Haluia ee B TYCTOM KOBPE C y30paMU, KOTOPBIA CKPYTHIIA U OCTaBUJIM B HEUCIIOJIB3YEMOMN
yacTu ero aoma B I'epane. M3ympyn Haiencs, Kak B OAHOM U3 CKa30K PO BMEIIATENCTBO OOTOB.
ApUH NOKJISUICS, YTO HUKOTAA C HUM HE PACCTAHETCH.

Ho oH otnan cepbry u Tenepp NOHSII, YTO HA CAMOM JIEJI€ MBITAJICSA KYIIUTh HE HHPOPMALHUIO,
a noBepue. ApuH OOJbllle HE MOT JOBEepATb camoMmy cebe. OH Bepui, UYTO CTaBKH B KHHIE
CUeTOBOJla UMeNH Ooublloe 3HaueHue. M3ympyn nogapuil eMy obOelanue, 4yTo, €Ciau 3Ta ero Bepa
OIPABJIAETCS, OH CHOBA CMOJKET I10JIaraThCs Ha CBOU IPEITOI0KECHUS.

Jlagonn ApuHa TOXE CTaIM JIUOKUMH OT IOBEPXHOCTHM CTOMKHM. OH HEMHOIO OCTBHUI W
BcrioMHmn Kectpen, kotopyto 3Han B ['epane. OH He myman o TOM, Kakoi oHa Obuia ceifuac. Ho u



HE cOBepIla OOoJIbIE CBOIO YACTYIO OLMOKY: HE MPEJCTaBIsul BMecTo Tenepemmneit Kectpen —
BaJIOPUAHKH JI0 MO3Ta KOCTEH, KOTOpasi MpeKpacHO ceOst 4yBCTBOBaja MPH JIBOPE U B CTOIHIE, —
YEJI0BEKAa, KOTOPBIM XOTEN €€ BUAETD.

OH mpocTO BCIIOMHIII AEBYIIKY, KOTOpoil oHa Obuta. OH 3axan atoit Kectpen ToT *e Bompoc,
KOTOpPBIN 3aman KecTpen-ciyxaHke, 1 oHa oTBeTHJIa Tak k€. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 B ee «j1a» ObUIO U
«HeT» Toxe. Ha aToT pa3 ee oTBET MpeACTaBIsI COO0OM MIKATYIKy C JBOWHBIM JHOM, M €ro
HMCTUHHOE 3HAUYE€HUE MPSITAIOCh TOPa3ao MIyoke, ueM ApHUH moJaral.

OH BCce HENMPaBUIBbHO MOHSIL.

ApUH 1o)anen, 4To yuesn u3-3a croyia. OH pemms, 4To JOJKEH HEMEIJIEHHO BEPHYThCS.

U BepHyscs Obl, eciin ObI €T0 HE OTBJIEK OTPHIBOK PAa3rOBOpa M3-3a CTOJIA HEMOJAJIEKY.

Tam BbIIMBaNa rpymnmna CeHaTopoB. DTOM HOYbI0 B «CIOMaHHOW pyKe» cobOpajach O4YEHb
pa3HooOpa3Hasi myoJIMKa, U TPUIBOPHBIX OBUIO 0OJIbIIE, YeM OOBIYHO. DTH TOBOPUIIA O BOCTOKE.

— ...BIIeYaTJIsIONIAs modena, — roBopuii ofMH. — Kak pa3 Takasi, KaKyl0 CTOUT OXXHJaTh OT
reHepana TpasHa.

— He Bce mouecTu TOMKHBI 10CTarbCad €EMY, — OTBETHJI Apyrol. — KMed npuHaaiexana ero
OYEPH.

— B camom nene?

— $1 mpucyTCcTBOBaJ MPHU 3TOM. Y TPOM TOcje Oaia B 4YECTh MOMOJIBKA B 3UMHEM caay ObLy
npueM. Pazymeercs, npumiacuiiid TOJIBKO CAMBIX BBICOKOIIOCTABICHHBIX JIML ABOpa. Hekoropsie u3
Hac OoOCyXJalu, KakuM oO0pa3oM OydeT Jiydlle B3sTh BOCTOYHBIE paBHUHBL lMmeparop naxe
CIIPOCHJT MOETO MHEHHs. Sl cuuTaro, yTo Mos ujes Oblia oueHb Hemsioxa. Ho He mymaiite, 4To 5
TaKoW 3aBUCTJIUBBIN. I mMOHMMAlO, TOYeMy UMIIepaTopy OoJIbIle TOHPABUWIICS IUIaH Jieau Kectper.
DTOo OHA NpeAoXuIa, YToObl FreHepall OTpaBul Jiomaae. OHa ckaszaja, YTO BOCTOUHbBIC TUKAPU HE
CMOTYT 0€3 HUX BbDKUTH. BCce MBI MOHSUIH, 4TO 3TO cpaboTaeT. M Tak u BbILIO, HE MpaBaa Jin?

Cmex.

— 3a neau Kectpen, — moaHsu1 cBoi OOKall ceHaTop.

— 3a nenu Kecrtpen!
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Kectpen Bcrana u3-3a crojia, 4ToObl pa3bicKaTb ApUHA, HO BAPYr pa3JaliiCh BO3IVIACHI B €€
YECTh.

Heyxenu ee y3nanu?

HukTo He cmoTpen Ha ciykaHky B yrity. Ho Kectpen Bce paBHO ertie 60bI1e BCTPEBOXKHUIIACH.

Apwuna He 0110 BUAHO. OH pacTBOPHIICS cpelr cOopuilia Jitoaen y Oapa.

Wnu on BooO11e yiien u3 TaBepHbl? Heyxenn oHa Tak CUIIBHO €ro ockopouia?

Kectpen ycmokawBana ceOsi TeM, 4To ApWH HE OCTaBUJ Obl HE3aKOHUYEHHOW MapTHIO.
BHe3anHo OH ¢ MYCThIMU pyKaMU MOSIBUJICS U3 TOJIIHIL.

OH 1OJBUHY CBOM CTYJI 00OpaTHO K CTOJLY.

— ApHH... TO, 4TO S CKa3aja, Ipo TBOKO PaHy...

— 41 He Xouy 00 3TOM FOBOPUTb.

OH ceJ 1 pa3iokuiI CBOM KapTOUKHU B IPYTOM MOPSIAKE.

— Ho s gomxHa ckazath Teb6e. AprH, TBOE JIHIIO...

— MHe neBars Ha MO€ JIAIO!

KecTpen 3akpsiia poT. ApuH He cMoTpen Ha Hee. OXBaueHHasi TOUIHOTBOPHBIM CTPaxXoM,



MPUYUHY KOTOPOT'O OHA caMma €llie He MOHMMAaJIa, OHA OIYCTUJIACh OOPAaTHO HA CBOM CTYII.

— Ilouemy Te ceHaTOPhI MUJIU B MOKO YECTh?

ApUH HE OTBETHII.

— Tl 3HaEIB MOUemMy?

ApHH yCTpEeMIJ Ha HEE PEIMTEIbHBINA B3IJISI:

— JlaBayi urpars.

— ToI Tak 1 He B34J cebe cTakaH.

Kectpen Hanuna B CBOM elle BUHA, pacIIECKaB HECKOJIBKO Kaneiab. OHa BeITEpia UX CO CTEKJIA
OOJIBIIIMM MAJIBIIEM U POTSHYJIA CTaKaH APUHY, KOTOPBIA CAEIal BU, YTO HE 3aMETHUII €€ JKECTA.

Kectpen urpana, nabmionasi, kak ApuH OTOpachiBajl OMHU KapTOYKH M HaOupan Apyrue, u
YyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MYIbCUPYET €ro sipocTb. OHa BCE HArHeTalach, MOYTH 3arBepnenia. Ee cuia
MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ApoxkaTh. Mrpa Beiua uz-noa koHTpois Kectpen.

B xoHIie koHIIOB, OHa oOpajoBajiach mpourpsily. OHa pacckaxeT ApuHy npaay. Kectpen
NoKJisIack cede B 3ToM. Bece MokHO 00BsicHUTh. Kectpen Gosutach, 00s71ach KIOKOUYILEH B HEM
SAPOCTH U TOTO, UTO OH CHEJAET, Koraa y3HaeT npaBay. Ho ona Bce eMy pacckaxer. OHa He Momia
OO0JIBIIIE MOJTYAT.

ApUH NIpoU3HEC:

— DTO ThI HIOCOBETOBAJIA TEHEPAITY OTPABUTH JIOIMAJAEH KUTEIEH BOCTOUHBIX PABHHUH ?

— Yro?

— Tw1?

— Jla, — cOuBunBo oTBeTHIa KecTpen, — Ho...

— Tb1 noHMMaenp, 4To ThI caenana? COTHU JHOJIe — HEBUHHBIX JIFOACH — YMEPJIU BO BpeMs
0ercTBa B ropoj KOpOJIEBBI.

— 1 3Ha10. 31O OBLIO YKACHO...

— VYxkacHo? Jletn ymMupanu OT rojoa, a uX MaTepsiM OCTABAIIOCHh TOJIBKO PbIIATh. DTO HEb3S
OMUCATh CJIOBAMH.

B ropinie Kectpen noaHsa10Ch 4yBCTBO BUHBI.

— S Mory OOBSICHUTS.

— Kak M0kHO 00BSICHUTh HAMEPEHHOE YOI CTBO?

— To1 MeHst cipanmBaenis? — napupoBaia Kectpen, ucnbITaB BCOBIIIKY pocTu. — Jlronu
yMHUpAJIA U HU3-3a TeOs Toxke, ApuH. Thl yOuBasi. Y TeOs Ha pykax ecTb KpoBb. [lepBo3umHee
BOCCTAHHUE...

— DTO HE OJTHO U TO XKe€.

On Oynro momaBuiCs CBOMMHU cioBamMu, U Kectpen yxkacHylach TOMY, Kak BCE, YTO OHa
rOBOpHIIA, MPUOOPETANIO B €r0 IJ1a3ax U3BPAIEHHBIN CMBICIL.

— Sl umena B BULy, 4TO y T€Os1 OBLIM HA TO CBOM MPUYHHBL.

— Ilpu yem 3aech Mou npuduHbI? He MOTy OBEpUTH, YTO ThI YIIOMSIHYJIA UX, HE TOBOPS YK€ O
TOM, 4YTOOBI CpaBHUBATh... — Ero apoxamnmii roynoc cran tuie. — Kectpen. EnuHcTBeHHOE, 4TO
HY)KHO UMIIEPUU, — 3TO nopadouienue. Y Tl mpuHsia B 5TOM y4acTHE.

— VY MmeHs He Obu1o BhiOOpa. MHaue Okl MOl OTell. ..

— Ilogyman, uyro ThI cnmabas? OTpekcs OT TeOs M3-3a TOro, YTO Thl HE JI€Ba-BOUTEIbHUIIA,
BCET/Ia MMEIOIAsl B 3amace WJealbHbIA IIJIaH Il ataku? TBoi orem. — ApuH cxai Tyosl. — S
3HAIO0, YTO ThI )KaXJCIh €ro ofo0peHus. YTo ThI pajy 3TOro roTOBa BRIATH 3aMyX 3a npuHia. Ho
PYKHM TBOETO OTLIA IO JOKTH B KpoBU. OH MOHCTp. Kak MO)kHO kKopMuUTh MOHCTpa? Kak MOXHO ero
JTOOUTH?



— ApuH, Tbl MEHS HE CAylacub. Thl HE TaK MOHSI.

— Twr mpaBa. S Bo mHOroMm gonroe Bpems ommbancsa. Ho Temepp s moHmmar. — ApuH
OTTOJIKHYIT OT ceOsi KapTOYKU, W €ro BBIMTPHIINIHAS KOMOMHAIMS pacchlliajgach MO CTONy. — Thbl
u3MeHmiach, Kecrpen. A Oonbite He 3Hat0, KTO ThL. M He XOuy 3HATh.

Bcromunas 3ToT MoMeHT mo3xe, KecTpen mporoBopuia Bce Tak, kKak Hajgo. I ApuH B e€
BOOOpaXEHUH 3TO MOHSIIL.

Ho Ha camom pene Bce ObUIO HE Tak.

Spocts ApuHa nepepociia B otBpaieHue. Kecrpen Buzena, 4ro ero Hadajio MyTuTb. OH pe3ko
BCTAJ, OyATO TBITasACch H30exkarh 3apaxkeHus. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHa IMoO3Baja €ro, OH
MOBEPHYJICS K HEM CIIMHOMW M YIIEN, TO3BOJIMB IBEPH TABEPHBI 3aXJIOMHYTHCS 38 HUM.

% ok Xk

B nBopiioBoii ranepee 0buto THX0. KecTpen momymana, 4To B TAKOM K€ MOJTYaHUU, HABEPHOE,
peObIBAIOT KOCTH, JIXKAIME IITyOOKO MO/ 3eMJIEH.

Ona crosuia nepen kaptuHoil Tencena nosblie, yeM 0o0bMHO. HakoHel oHa mocajauiia Ha
paMky moib. KecTpen ckazana cebe 3aBeoMyro Jiokb. OHa penmia, 4To Tak Jydlle, eciu ApHH
OyzneT aymath O Hell ToJJ0OHBIM 00pa3oM.

Ja. Bce, 4TO pon301U10, BCE K JIYUILIEMY.



I'maBa 21

— U 410 ke mpencraBisAeT Ui BaC TaKyk) BaXXHOCTb, — IIPOM3HEC UMIIEPATOP, — YTO BBI
IOJKHBI BEpHYThCS B ['epan ceriuac?

— Moii noar nepea BaMH, Balle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEITNYECTBO, — OTBETHI ApHH.

— OH KpacuBO TOBOPUT, — OOBSIBUJI UMIIEPATOP MEPE IBOPOM, U CEHATOPHI, JIOPABI U JICAU
CIPATAIM CBOM YXMBUIKM TaKMM 00pa3oM, 4TOOBI OKa3aTh UX eie Oonbie. ['yoepHaropa I'epana
OO0JIbIIIE HENB3sI ObUTO HAa3BaTh KPACHBBIM.

Puma He ynpiOHynach. ApWH MoiMall ¢ MPOTHUBOIOJOXKHOIO KOHIIA KOMHAaThl €€ B3IVIST —
CEpPBE3HBIN U MPAYHBIN.

— Sl He 3HA, YTO AyMarhb MO TMOBOMY Balllell MPOCHLOBI MO3BOJIUTH BaM yeXaTh, — CKazall
ummnepartop. — ['yoepHaTop, HEy)KeJH... C BAMHU IJIOXO0 3/IeCh 00palaiInuch?

ApuH ynpIOHYICS 00€300paKeHHON CTOPOHOM JUIIA.

— Bogce HeT.

[IpuaBOpHBIE CTAIM BOCTOPKEHHO MEpemenThiBaThes. [Iponcxoasiiee HamoMUHAIO UM UTDY.
N3yponoBannoe ymio. Ckojib3KM€ HAcMENIKW umneparopa. [IpuTBopcTBo, OyATO BCE Tak, Kak
HaJIo.

— Yro0, eciii HaM JOCTAaBISET YNOBOJBCTBHE Balle MPUCYTCTBUE IMPU JIBOPE? — CHPOCHII
UMIIEPATOP.

ApuH Bbien Ha cBeT. OH OyITO CO CTOPOHBI HAOJNIONAN, KaK CTOUT Iepe]l UMIIepaTopoM B
sTOM npueMHoM 3ane. C Tex mop kak oH octaBuil KecTpen 3Toil HOYBIO B TOpOZE, OH HE craji, HO
ero pazyM ObUT Ha yAuBJIeHHE siCHBIM. OH 3aMeydall, KaKk B CBET€ YTPEHHETO COJIHIIA MapsT MbUTHHKH
BOKpYT HEro. Jlyun Opocuiu Ha IIpaM y HEro Ha Jule pe3kuid B3msia. OTMEeTUIn o0TpenaBimecs
BBl €T0 OfIeXkK/Ibl. M1 moMennuiin Ha KMHXKaJIe y ero Oeqjpa, Ha TOM, Kak ApPUH CKpbIBAJ JaJOHBIO
rep0 Ha pyKoATH. [[ByCTOpOHHUI KJIMHOK ObUT 0€3 HOXKeH. ['apjia mpeaHa3zHadaiach sl 3alMThl
JaJOHW MEHbIe, 4YeM y ApwHa, W ObUla W30THYTa IO BajopuHaHCKoMmy oOpasiy. Kunkam ObLT
BAJIOPUAHCKHUM BO BCEM.

[IpuBOpHBIE IEPETOBAPHUBAIIUCK.

«Ero nmunoy.

«Kak 310 mpouzonuio?»

«ITOT KUHKAI.

«Yewnt oH?»

«OT0 )XEeHCKNH KIMHOK. Kak OH y Hero okazancs?»

«HaepHoe, ykpai».

«HMnu... a BIpyr 3To nogapok?»

ApUHY HE HY)KHO OBLIO CJIBIIIATE, YTOOBI 3HATH O YEM.

— Baie roctenpuMMCcTBO NPEB3OILIO BCE MOU OXHUJaHUsA, — ckazan ApuH. Mmneparop
cierka ynploHyncs. Ero mia3a He oTphIBAIMCH OT JaJOHU ApHHA HA PYKOSITU KHHXKajla. ApUH ObUI
pan 3Tomy. OH HE COMHEBAJICS, UYTO UMIIEPATOP JOBOJICH MOMOJIBKON ChIHA C JIIOOMMUIIEH apMUH.
bpaxk cnemaer renepana TpasiHa 4aCTbIO UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMBH... U YCUIIUT BEPHOCTH COJAAT.

Ho cnyxu Bce He 3aruxanu. /laxe 4yekaHKa MOHETHI B YECTh IIOMOJIBKM HE IIOJIOKWIIA UM
koHell. Celiuac ApuH BIIepBbIE B3IVISIHY/ Ha pa3roBopbl 0 HeM U KecTpen co croponbl. OH neiTancs
NpUIyMaTh, KaK MOKHO WX HCIOJB30BaTh. Jla, ApuH pacCUUTHIBAI Ha TO, YTO, €CIU OH yOepeT
Ja70Hb ¢ pyKosiTH U repOa Kectpen, kunxan y3natot. [IpuaBopHbIe axHYT.



ApuH MOT 100aBUTH CITyxaM 00OCHOBaHUE.

BanopuaHubl HOCHJIM KWHKaJ BCErlla 1 CHUMAJIA TOJIBKO Ha HOYb WJIM IPUHUMAs BaHHY. Uem
Obl MPUABOPHBIE HE MOCYUTAIN KIMHOK — TMOJAPKOM WJIM KpaKel, — UM MPHUAETCS XOPOIIEHBKO
ocTapaThes, YTOObI MPEICTaBUTh, HACKOJIBKO OMM30K ApHH A0keH ObUT ObITh K KecTpen.

— Kak Obl CUJIBHO MHE HHM XOTE€JIOCh OCTarbcsi, — CKazal ApHUH, — s JOJDKEH BEPHYThCS B
CBOIO CTpaHy, YTOOBI YIPABIISATH €10 TaK, KaK YrOJHO BaM.

— BBI cepbe3HbI MOJIOIOW YETIOBEK, HE TAK JIU?

— Jla.

ApUH nepeBUHYI JIaJIOHb Ha PYKOSTH, HE MMOKa3biBasi rep0, HO JaBas MOHSTh, YTO MOXKET.

Nwmmneparopy 510 He nmoHpaBuiiock. Kak He moHpaBuiock 0b1 1 KecTpen, Oynb oHa 31€Ch, WU
Tenceny, KOTOpPBIN CHOBA OTIIPABUJICS B CBOIO JTIOOMMYIO TaJIEPEIO U, CKOPEE BCEro, HAXOIUIICS TaM
70 cux nop. Munuctp He ofoOpuia Obl nelicTBuii ApuHa. lllanTaxuposars umneparopa? Ilepen
BCEM JIBOPOM?

Y ApuHa He AOHKHO ObUIO OBITH 3TOT0 KHHXXana. ApHHY NOJIArajoch ObITh MEPTBBIM HIIK
M3ypONOBaHHBIM 10 Hey3HaBaeMocTH. Wim u 1O, n apyroe. OH ¢ yIOBJIETBOPEHHEM HAIIOMHUI
uMIeparopy o ero ommoOke. C y1oBI€TBOPEHUEM MTPUTPO3UIL, UTO OOBSICHUT IBOPY, KAKUM 00pa3zoM
KUHYKaJl HEBECTHI €T0 ChIHA OKa3aJics y Oejpa Ipyroro 4eaoBeKa.

— BpI mo3BosIMTE MHE yeXaTh? — CIPOCHI ApHH.

— Moit noporoii rydepHarop, uTo 3a Bornpoc! Pazymeercs, Ham OyneT Bac He XBaTaTb, HO MBI
HU B KOEM CJIy4a€ HE CMEEM Bac 3aJ€P>KUBATH 3]IECH.

ApuH OBUIO MOAYMAJI, YTO MUMIIEPATOP MO3BOJIUT €My MOKUHYTh 3aily, TaK U HE YIOMSHYB O
BBICTYNAIOIIEM YE€pPHO-KPACHOM pyOlie, MON3ylleM BHU3 Mo ero jauiy. Ho 3arem ummeparop ¢
YABIOKOW MPOU3HEC:

— Kakne akkypaTHbI€ IIBBI.

A otoM ApHHY MTO3BOJIMIIN YUTH.
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— IlycTh conyTcTBYIOT TeOe JOOphIE BeTpa, — MPOU3ZHEC YEH-TO TOJI0C MO3aA1 HETO B MYCTOM
KOpHUJOpPE, KyAa BBIXOMJIA IPUEMHAS 3aJ1a.

ApuH oOepHyics u yBuaen Pumryy. Ee cioBa, XOoTh M TeIJible, MPO3By4aldd HECKOJIBKO
BBICOKOIIapHO. J{0J’KHO OBbITh, OHA MEpEBeia 3Ty MPOILAIbHYIO ()pa3y Ha BaJOPUAHCKHUIN CO CBOETO
A3BIKA.

— S panga, 9To THI ye3xaelb, — ckazana Puma. — Tebe 3mech He MecTo. TeM, KTo 37€Ch HE K
MECTY, IIPUXOIUTCS PACILIaYnBATHCS.

ApuH 0€30TUYETHO IIPUKOCHYIICS K PAaHEHOH IIEKEe M MOMOPUMICS. 3aTeM OH cKajl 3yObl. Ero
JUIO YK€ HE CTaHEeT TaKuM, Kak Mpexae, — Hy U uyTo? Moxer, Tak emy ujaetr ooibiie. Moxer,
paHbliie ApyH ObUI CIUIIKOM MSTKUM, CIMIIKOM JIOBEPUYHUBBIM, CIUIIKOM HEPEIIMTEIbHBIM, KaK TOT
MAQJIBMUK J0 BOMHBI, KOTOPBIM 3aCTAaBUJI €r0 BEPHYTHCS W HauTH KecTpen y OCBEIIEHHOIO JIyHOH
KaHaja.

ApHH He cOoXaJjen 0 TOM, YTO 3TOro MaJibunKa 0oJbuie HeT. OH ObUI pajl, 4To CTAJI APYTUM.

— 51 He mpencrtapisio cede, KaK Thl TEPHHUIb 3TO, — CKazajl OH Puie mo-BasopuaHCKu.
CrnoBa ObUTM MEAJIEHHBIMU U TSHKEJIBIMU. APUH HEHABHJIET OLIyLIEHUE 3TOTO S3bIKA.

Puma Haxmypuiace.

— Tepmmto uro? JKu3Hp npu umneparopckoM nBope? — OHa mokadajia rojioBoi. — Moe



MECTO 3/1ECh.

ApuH He cMmen ynoMuHarh 0 TeHceHe uinu uHGOpPMaLUK, KOTOPYIO, KaK HaMeKal MUHHCTD,
Moria mnpenoctaButh Puima. Ceiiuac oHM ObUIM HaeIWHE, HO ABEPU MPUEMHON 3alibl MOIVIU
OTBOPHUTHCS B JII0O0O€ MTHOBEHHE. APUH OBICTPO CKa3all Ha CBOEM S3BIKE:

— Cmacub0o.

[To nuuy Punm npobesxaio cMaTeHue.

— 5] He TOBOPIO MO-TepaHCKH, — HAIOMHMIJIA OHA APUHY Ha BaJJIOPUAHCKOM.

ApuH Mor OBl CKa3aTh YTO-TO €IIe, HO BAPYT JBEPU 3ajibl JCHCTBUTEIBHO OTKPBUIUCH.
[IpuaBopHBIE HaYaIHM BRIXOAUTH B KOPUIOpP, Opocas B3IsAApl Ha ApuHa u Purmry. ApuH oTBepHYIcs,
TaK ¥ HE MPOU3HECS CIIOB, KOTOPBIE KM €ro u3HyTpu. OH CHOBa XOTeN cKa3aTh eil «cmacubo. OH
YIUBIISIICS, 4TO Pullla roToBa prckoBaTh COOOM pajiu 4y>KOTo Hapoa.

«Kak xe oHa oTiMyaeTcs», — Jaymanl ApUH, A8 Mpodb. ETO YENMIOCTH CXKaluch, a BO PTY
CTOSIT METAJUIMYECKUN MPUBKYC, OYATO OH MPUKYCHUJI S3BIK.

Kak cunpHO Prma otimmuanace ot Kecrpenn.
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Pri6a Ounach Ha mocke. Kectpen yBujena, Kak TOProBel] C CHUJIOW OMYCTHJI Ha HEE MOJIOTOK.
JleBylka B3ApOTrHY/a, XOTS MOHUMAaJa, YTO JBOPIIOBYIO CIYXaHKY 3Ta KapTHHA HE CMYyTHUja OBl
Cnyxanka He oOparuia Obl BHUMaHHUS Ha PO30BYIO OT KPOBH 3aMEp3IIYI0 KH)XXY Yy OCHOBaHHU
npuiiaBkoB Ha MsicHoMm Psimy. OHa He cmoTpesa Obl ¢ TaKUM BBIpXKEHHE Ha CKOJIb3KHE OpraHbl B
KaHaBe, OCO3HaBasg, YTO HUKOIZA pAHbIIE HE BHUJIEJIA BHYTPEHHOCTEW KYpPHUIIBI M JaXe HE
3alyMbIBajach 00 3TOM.

Kectpen 3actaBuia ceOst He OTpbIBAaTh B3MNIAJIA OT Tpsi3u 1ojl Horamu. [Ipuunna Toro, mouemy
y Hee MepexXBaTWJIO JbIXaHue, Oblia TpsSMO Teped Heil. DTa oTBparuTenbHas ymuiia. MoKpbIit
JICPEBIHHBIM MOJOTOK TOPIOBIa PHIOOI. A BOBCE HE TO, YTO MPOM3OILIO Buepa B «ClioMaHHOU
pyKe», U HE TO, Kak ApUH OTBEpHYJICS oT Hee. He To, uTo oHa ciaenana, 4ToObl 3aCIYKUTh TaKOe
€ro OTHOILIEHUE.

OHa MOIUIOTHEE 3amaxHyla TMOoJIbl KYPTKA MOpsKa, MNPUIIOAHsUIA Oelo-Toiay0oil Mmoo
pabouero miaaThs U TPOAOIKUIIA UATH BAOJb Psna.

Ee oOornyna maneHbkasi BaJJOpHaHCKasl JIEBOYKA, MO IJIeYaM KOTOPOM PacChIainuCh CBETIIbIC
kocbl. OHa CXMMajla B PyKax TPSMHUYHYK) KYKJIy. JTa JEBOYKA YEM-TO NPHUBICKJIA BHUMAaHHE
Kectpen. Uem mmenno, Kectpen mnoHsia TONBKO TOTAQ, KOIZa MAUbBIIIKA JOTHAJIa Mamy M
BBIMPOCHJIA Y HEE W3 KOP3WHBI JAPYIyI0 UTPYIIKY. DTO ObUT MaJBIMK, ONETHI B UepHOE. 3arem
Kectpen yBuena 307070 1I0B Ha JIOY MEPBOM KYKJIbI U TTOHSJIA, KEM 3TU KYKJIbI ObLIH.

Kectpen mpoiwia MUMO J€BOYKHM U €€ MarepH, MbITasCh 3a0bITh O KYKJIaX M BBICMAaTpUBast
TeHcena.

Korna ona oOHapyxuiaa €ro, OH U3ydajl BBITIOTPOIIEHHOTO MOJIOYHOTO MOPOCEHKA, KOTOPHIM
BHCEJ HA KPIOKE HaJ TPUJIABKOM.

— O, oTimnuHO, — cKasan oH, yBuaeB Kecrpen. — Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi. A nHa4e MHE NPHUIIIIOCH
OBl KYyITUTH MOPOCEHKA, YTOOBI COONIOCTU MPUIUYHS, U TOHITHS HE UMEI0, KaK ObI 51 MPOHEC €ro B
CBOU MOKOH.

OHM CIWIHUCH C TOJMOM MOKYIATeNei, COCTOSBIIENH B OCHOBHOM M3 CIIYT, KOTOPBIX OTIPABUIN
Ha 0a3zap 3a cBexxuM msicoM. Kectpen u TeHceH mpoOpaiuch K KOHILY psjlia MPUJIABKOB U CTaJIH
MOJTHUMAThCS Ha XOJIM, TJIe JIFoJieH ObLTIO MEHBIIIE.



— ImaBa Cenara moObBas B 10)kHOM ['epane, — coobumna Kectpen. — Mue Ha yMm
MPUXOAUT TOJIBKO OfHA Mpu4uHa. MmIieparop mopy4yusi eMy OLEHUTh OyaylMi yposkall MedHOoro
opexa. J{omxHO ObITh, OH IUIAHUPYET 3a0parh €ro MOoNHOCThI0. OH Y3HAET, €CJIM BbI MOMBITAETEChH
yaepKaTh KaKyl0-TO YaCTh HA COOCTBEHHBIE HYXK/IbI.

B 60koBOoM cBeTe TeHCeH Ka3zajcs craplie, ero MOpIIMHBI — TIy0Xe, a miasza, OyITo BOBCE HE
ObUTH OOpaMJIEHbI PECHUIIAMH.

— D10 OyzeT 03HayaTh roJyioj.

KecTpen memeHHo nponsHecna:

— Y MeHs ecTh uiesl.

Tencen xnan. Korma Kectpen Tak 1 mpoaoinKuiia MOJI4aTh, OH IPUITOTHSIT OPOBH.

— B03MO0XHO, 3TO HE 0O4YeHBb XOpouas uaes, — npusHaia Kecrpe.

— HagepHsika Jiydile, 4eM HUYETO.

— He yBepena.

Kectpen momymana o Jnommamsx >XKUTENIEM BOCTOYHBIX paBHMH. OHa yciplmana, kKak ApuUH
oOBUHUII ee B youlictBe. Ero ciioBa, Oy/ITO MOJIOCHY/IU MO HEW OCTPHIMU KOTTSMHU, BIUBASCH BCE
riryoxe.

Tencen mosnoxun pyky ed Ha miedo. HecmoTpst Ha TO, 4TO e€ro pyka ObUTa JIETKOM, a y
reHepana — TSDKEJIOW, 3TUM )KECTOM OH HanoMHuJ Kectpen orna.

— BB1 MoxeTe coOparh ypokail paHbllie U CIpsTaTh €ro, — cka3ana oHa Tenceny. — Ho
HEKOTOPOE KOJMYECTBO OpeXa OCTaBbTE Ha JepeBbsX. A 3areMm 3apa3ute ux. Bridepute cBoero
mo0umMoro mapasuta. OpexoTBOPOK, *KYKOB, T'YCEHHIL... TO, YTO OBICTpO pa3MHOxkaercs. Korma
UMIIepaTop NoTpedyeT ypoxaii, Bbl OyJeTe HE BUHOBATHI, YTO BaM HEYETO €My JaTh.

Vnei0ka TeHceHa crana temiee. Kectpen momymana o ToOM, KaKUM ObLT OTEIl €€ OTLA WU
MaTepH, U, eciii Obl y Hee ObLI Jie/1, CMOTpell Obl OH Ha Hee Tak ke, Kak TeHCeH.

— Ecnu uMneparop noaymaer, 4YTo Bbl JDKETE, TO CMOKET CaM YBUAETh ONYCTOIICHHBIE MOJIS.
Ho... BpeauTenn MOryr yHUYTOXUTH NE€PEBbA. BO3MOKHO, Ha CIEAYIOLMUA TOA BaM IPUACTCS
roJIOJIaTh, IOTOMY YTO HA BAlMX ITOJAX PACILIOAATCS OJHU YEPBHU.

— O crnenyronieM rojge Mbl OyneM OeCIOKOMTHCS TOT/A, KOrjua A0 3TOro JOWAET, — OTBETHII
Tencen. OH npuIIypuiIcs U MOCMOTpes B HeOo. HaunHancs cHer. — ApUH NBITANCS BbIBEJAATh y
MEHSI, KTO IPEeA0CTaBUJI MHE HH(OPMAIIUIO O HECYACTHOM TpHUHHE.

Cepaue Kectpen noackounno.

— UYrto BBI eMy cka3anu? Bel He MOKeTe Ha3BaTh eMy Moe UMs. Bbl oOemanmy.

— He GecmnokoiiTecb. MbI 00a 3HaeMm, KOrja JOXb ObIBaeT HeoOxomuma. Sl HE OTKPOI eMy
Bally TaiiHy. Sl HacTosy1 Ha aHOHUMHOCTH Moero uHdopmaropa. Hazpam ero Mombio. Bac,
HaJIEI0Ch, 3TO HEe o0mxkaeT? UTo g Ha3Ball Bac MEJIKUM JIOMAIIHUM BpeAUTEIEeM ?

VYronku ryo Kecrpen npunoaHsiiuce.

— S "He nmpoTUB, ObITH MOJIbIO. Sl OBl TOTUAC HaYasia €CTh IIEJK, €CJIU Obl 3TO 03HAYAJIO0, YTO 5
CMOTY JIETATh.

* ok Xk

MamnkeT pykaBa BKOHEI[ oOTpenancsa. ApuH yopain pyOaliKy B CYHAYK U CHSUT C TIosica KMHXKaJ,
JIETKOCTh KOTOPOTO 3aCTaBIIsIa €ro YyBCTBOBATH ce0s HEJIOBKO. EMy He HpaBHIJIOCh UMETH TIpHU cede
kuixkan Kecrpen. Ho eMy Takke HE XOTeJIOCh yOMparh €ro B CYHIYK WJIM OCTaBISTH 31ech. OH
CHOBA OTJISIHYJICSI Ha CBOM Oaraxk. Ha camom Bepxy jekalia pacimycKaroIsics: pyoarika.



OTi0XUB KUHXKaJ, APUH CHOBA B3sU1 pyOalllKy U Hayajl BBITSATUBATh HUTKY, KaK U3 MayTHUHBL
OH HaMoOTal ee Ha majell, MepeKpbiBas MUPKYISAIUIO KPOBU, U PE3KO JEPHYI, OOphIBasi, a 3aTeMm
YCTaBUJICS HA HEE.

MpbIciib 0 TOM, YTO BCETO OJHA HUTOYKA MoIvia moMoub [epany, Obiia 6esymuem. Ho Apun
MMOKUHYJI CBOM TTIOKOH, pa3bICKal J{eJInio U MOmpoCcHI €€ 0 KaTyIKax pa3HOIBETHBIX HUTEH.

* %k Xk

— Ot 1ebs maxHeT pridoit, — ckazan ApuH TeHceHy, Korga MUHHUCTP BOIIET B TTIOKOH.

— Hagepnoe, ot Tydens. S Ha yTo-TO HacTynuil. — TeHCeH MOMHSI B3I OT TI0JIa U YBUJE
3aKpBITBIN M TEPEBA3aHHBIM PEMHSIMHU CYHAYK, OXUIAONMWA y JBepU. — ApPHUH, Thl MEHS
MOKUIAEIIH?

— OT MeH4 3/1eCh HET HUKAKOM MOJIb3BI.

— To1 nymaens, B I'epane ot Te0s Oynet mosab3sl Ooibiie? He xouy mokaszarbesi rpyobIM, HO
Thl HAaBEpPHSAKA YK€ MOHSJI, YTO OOS3aHHOCTH TyOEpHATOpa 3aKJIIOYArOTCS B TOM, YTOOBI /J1aBarb
UMIIEPATOPY TO, UTO OH XOueT. TBOSI Ky3MHA B TBOE OTCYTCTBHE IPEKPACHO CIIPABIISAETCS.

— A noeny He B ['epan, a Ha BOCTOK.

TeHceH MOpPrHyn U, HAXMYpPHUBILKCH, IPOBEJ PYKOH 10 CYHIYKY U OTSAHYJ 32 PEMHHU.

— Yto Tebe TamM MOIJIO MOHAJ00UTHCS?

— Coro3HUKH.

— BocTok HM ¢ KeM He 3aKkio4aeT coro30B. BocTok — 3To BocTok. OHM HE JHOOST
qyKE3EMIIEB.

— 41 He cpalMBaroO TBOETO COBETA.

— 4 Buxy. [loTomy uTO, eciii ObI cipalmBai, TO s HAMOMHUI Obl TeOe, U4TO JIFOIU, KOTOPhIE
OTHPABIISIFOTCA B Ty CTPaHy, pEIKO BO3BPALIAIOTCS, a T€, KOMY 3TO yIAETCsl, CTAHOBSTCS APYTUMH.

— IlepemeHbl NONIYT MHE HA MOJIB3Y.

TeHceH BHUMATEIBHO HAa HETO ITOCMOTPEIL.

— Te0s Bcro HOUb He ObUT0. XOTeN OBl 51 3HATH, UTO BAOXHOBUJIO TE€0SI HA TAKOE PEIICHHUE.

— Tencen, Mbl Ha BoiiHe. J[aBait cMmoTpeTh (hakTam B Juilo. ['epad TomKeH 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT
UMIIEPUU, HO MBI €/ HE pOBHA. A BOT BOCTOK — BO3MOKHO.

— YykecTpaHLaM 3alpemaeTcs Bbe3xkarh B Jlakpy.

— 51 He 0OBIUHBIN YyKECTpaHEL.

Tencen coOpait pyku JIOIOUYKOM, a 3aTeM pa3Bell ux, OyATO pacchinas 1o nojiy ceMeHa. Takum
’KECTOM I'e€paHLbI BBIPAKAIA CKEIITULUA3M.

— He comHeBalicst BO MHE, — cKa3zasl ApHH.

— 5l comueBaroch He B Te€Oe, a B TBoel uaee. OHa HebGe3omacHa.

— Hwuuro HeOe3omacHo. OcrtaBarbcsi 3/ech HeOe30MmacHO. A BO3BpAIIATHCS JTOMOM
oecniosiesHo. Korma Mbl TOJNBKO MpHUEXajdu ClOAA, Thl CHPOCHI, YTO 5 BBIOEPY: CEOSl MM CBOIO
CTpaHy.

— Bepno, — memenno orBetun TeHceH. — bbUto Takoe.

— BoT Moii BBIOOD.

— Jlerko cnenarb nonoOHBIN BEIOOP, KOTAA Thl HA CAMOM JIEJIE HE 3Haelllb, YeTro OH OyneT Tebe
CTOUT.

— Jlerko 3T0 UM CI0KHO, HE UMEET 3HaUeHUs. BaxkHO TO, 4TO 3TO MOM BBIOOD.

Tencen nmomxkan ryosl. Koka mon ero moaOoponkoM coOpasiach aKKypaTHBIMHM CKJIAJIKAMH.



BHe3anmHo OH BCTpETHIICS B3MISLAOM ¢ APHHOM M CHSUJI C ITAJIbIA 30J10TOE KOJIBIIO.

— Bosbmu ero.

— X He mory.

— 51 xouy, 94TOOBI THI B35L1 €TO.

— OHO npuHAaIEKAIIO TBOEMY BHYKY.

— IlosTomy s oThato ero teode.

— TeHceH. Her.

— MHe Henp3s 3a TeOs 0ecnmokouThCA? — TeHceH He CMOTpea Ha KOJbIO B IMPOTSIHYTOU
pyke. Ero mmaza He oTpsiBanuch OT ApruHa. — Thl OTIPABUIILCSA HAa BOCTOK, YTO OBbI s1 HM CKa3all.
Eciu ThI HE TIOCITyIIACHILCA MOETO COBETA, TO, IO KPAWHEW MEpE, OKAXKU CTAPUKY YECTh U NIPUMU
ero aap.

ApHVH HEOXOTHO B35U1 KOJb1O. OHO HA/IENIOCh HA €0 MU3UHELI.

— HUrak, B nyTh.

TeHceH ¢ HAaMEePEHHOM JIETKOCTHIO TTOXJIONAN JaJOHbBIO MO MEPEBA3AHHOMY PEMHSAMU CYHAYKY,
OJHOBPEMEHHO CKPbIBAsi CBOU AMOIIMH U BBIKA3bIBASI UX: MMOMBITKA CKPBITh UX CBUJICTEIHLCTBOBAJIA O
HaruibiBe 4yBCTB. OH OoJibllle HE CMOTpeNl Ha ApuHa, U ApUH TOXaJes, 4TO B35l KoJibilo. OHC
3aCTaBUJIO €70 BCIIOMHHUTH 00 U3yMpyJe MaTepu. 3aCTaBUJIO 3alyMaThCsl, 9TO OOJIbHEE: OTAATh UTO-
TO JIOPOTO€ CEepJIly WM BUNIETh, KaK 9TO YTO-TO y TeOs 3a0uparoT. Bembimkoid, koTopoit ApuH
X0TeJ Obl BOCIIPOTUBUTHLCS, OH BCIIOMHUJ KecTpen B TaBepHE U TO, KaK MO0 ee ryobl, Korna
oH 00BUHMI ee. OHa Ka3zanach 00ECIOKOCHHON. 3arHaHHOM B JIOBYIIKY.

Het, noiiMmanHOM. DTO OBUT BUHOBATBIM BHI.

— Ilo mytu Ha BocTOk 3amisinu B I'epan, — cka3zan TeHceH, U ApuH ObUT paj OTBJIEYBCS OT
CBOMX pa3MbIIUIEHUNA. — Y MeHs AJid Te0s ecTh padora.

MunucTp pacckaszan ApuHy 00 ypoxKae me4yHOTro opexa.

— Orkyna y Te6s 3Ta nuHpopMarusa? — crpocuil ApuH.

TenceHn ynpIOHyIICA.

— Tsl BcTpewancs ¢ Monbto, — cka3an Apud. — 3a npeaenamu asopua. [loatomy ot TBOU:
Tydenp maxHeT pridoi.

— Hayo ObUTIO MX MOYKUCTUTH, — YIPIOMO OTO3Bajicsa TeHCeH.

ApWH TIONBITAJICA MPEJICTaBUTh Puiily, pazroBapuBarolyto ¢ TeHCceHOM y BephU WM, MOXKET,
Ha MscHomy Psny, HO HE CMOT.

— Korna npousonuia 3ta Bctpeua? Ceituac y:xke mouTH nojijieHb. Te0s He ObLIO TUM YTPOM B
IIPUEMHOM 3aJe.

Kak u Kectpen.

Buezanno ApuH paccBupernen Ha camoro ce0s. OH TMpeKkpacHO MOHHMMAaJ, B KaKoOM
HampaBlIE€HUU CTpEeMATCS ero Mbicau. OH HE MOT B 3TO MOBEpUTHh. Jlaxke ceilyac, Ja)ke Koraa OH
y3HaJI, uTo Kectpen caenana, naxe mocie Toro, Kak OHa Mpu3Halla 3TO, KaK OH YCJIBIIIA CI0Ba OT
Hee caMoi, pasyM ApuHa MpoAoJkKajl Urparh BO BCE Ty ke 0e3yMHYI0 urpy. OH OTMETHII, YTO OT
Punm peiboii He maxio, B oTiauuue oT TeHcena. Kak jerko BooOpaxeHue ApuHa
MIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJIO BO3MOXHOCTh TOrO, 4TO Puma mora BcTpeTuTbes ¢ TeHCeHoMm, a 3areM
CMEHHTH Ty, TIepea TeM Kak UJTH Ha TIpueM K umiieparopy. Her, co3nanne ApuHa HE XOTelo
MPUHUMATD TO JOTUYHOE 00BsiICHEHHE. BMecTo 3Toro oHo Beiano Apuny oopa3 Kectpen B miaTse
ciayxanku. O0pa3 Toro, kak oHa BcTpeuaercs ¢ TencenoMm. PackpbiBaeT emy TaliHBI.

— XBaruTt, — OrpeI3HyICA ApuH. T€HCEH CO CMATEHUEM BO B3MIAE 3aKpbul poT. — IIpocTo
XBAaTUT. — APUH NpHkKaJl NaJbIbl K BUCKaM U ¢ CHJION nmoTep. — He roBopu MHe, r11e U KOorjaa Thl



ObU1. MHE HE HY>)KHO 3TO 3HATh.

— ApuH, g Te0s pa3o3nui’?

— Her.

— Torna Ha KOTO ThI 31UIILCS?

— Tonbko Ha ceds camoro. — ApUH CKajl MEPEHOCHUIlY, HaJIaBUB OOJBIIMM MajiblleM Ha
3aKPBITHIM JIEBBIA I1a3 U HE oOpalliasi BHUMaHMS Ha TO, KaK BOCIIJIAMEHUJIOCH OllaparlaHHOE BEKO.
On xoten nporaath oopa3 Kecrpen. — Dto rayro.

ApuH Obu1 BeIMOTaH. OH J1I0X0 ce0s 4yBCTBOBAJ, HE cria. Ero Teno Oyaro oTskeneno.

— O 6oru, ApuH, csaab. Thl ke ceiiyac pyXHellb.

Jla, ero ycraBiiee CO3HaHHUE LIYTUJIO IIYTKH. ApUH 3HaN 3T0. OH OTHSUI PYKY OT JIMIIA, HaIlel
CTYJ1, CeJI ¥ MMOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0s Jiydlne. boyee cocpe1oToueHHbIM.

— Ilpouwioit HOYBIO g OBUT B ropoae, — ckaszan oH TeHceHy. — Cnpocuil y c4eToBoaa O
CTaBKax Ha cBajicOHOE muaThe. [ TaBHBIN TBOPIIOBBIM MHXKEHEP 3HAET, HA UTO CTaBUTh.

TeHceH BbICIIyIIAT paccka3 AprHa O TOM, YTO OH Y3HAJI OT CYETOBO/IA.

— 3Ha4YuT, €CIM UMIEPATOP PaACIIATUIICS C CEHATOPOM 3a TailHOe myTemecTBue B lepan
30JIOTOM CTaBKOM, — MPOroBOpua TeHCEH, — TO, BO3MOXHO, JBOPLOBBIA HHXKEHEP MOJTy4dWIIa
Harpajay 3a moJ0OHYIO YCIIYTYy.

— Pa3y3Haii 00 3ToMm.

— IlocTtapatoch, HO 4TO MHE JellaTh C TE€M, YTO 51 BbLICHIO? Sl HE cMOry OTHpaBUTH Tebe
MTOCJIAHUE B TOPOJ BOCTOYHOUN KOPOJIEBHI.

— VY Jlakpbl €cTh XpaMOBBbIi OCTPOB, — Mpou3HeCc ApuH. J[akpaHUbl MOKJIOHSJINCh OIHOM
OormHe, W, TaK Kak I[OYUTaTh €€ MO3BOJSJIOCh BCEM, YYXKE3EMI[bl MOIIM MpUYAIUBATh K
CBAILICHHOMY OCTPOBY, PacloOJIOXKEHHOMY Y I0KHOTO MOOEpexbsi cTpaHbl. OCTpOB MpeBpaTuics B
KPYITHBIM HEHTP TOProBiau. — OTIpaBisAid CBOU MOCIAHUS TYA.

— Ho Bce paBHO MBI pUCKyeM, YTO OHO MOMNaJeT HE B T€ pPykU. [louToBBIX SCTPeOOB
MepeXBaThIBAIOT, IM(PPHI PACCEKPEUNBAIOT. ..

— CHauana UM HYXHO OyIeT MOHSTh, YTO TMepe] HUMHU nmdp. — ApUH JOCTal MEMIOYEK C
KaTyIIKaM¥ HUTOK. — Tbl TOMHHUIIL XpaHUTENS Y CIIyr?

[Inn 4vacel. MunHoBaio Bpemsi obena, HO ApuH u TeHCeH He oOpalmaiu BHUMAHHUS He
pacTylmi roJiof, paspadarbiBas y3eJdkoBbld mm@p. Kaxkaplid 1BET AOTXKEH CHUMBOJIU3UPOBATH
OMNpPEACTICHHOIO0 4YeJOBEKa, KaK 3TO OBbUIO B CBsSI3KE XpaHWUTENs YCiayr B rombl padbctBa. B
COOTBETCTBUU C KaxJOW OyKBOM TrepaHckoro andaBuTa ApUH 3aBA3bIBa]l Pa3HOE KOJUYECTBO
y3esKkoB. OH BbIpaXkajl pa3jInyHbIC 3HAYCHUS, IEPEIIETasi OOUH LUBET C IPYTUM, U, B KOHIIE KOHI[OB,
y HETO BBIIUIO HEYTO BPONE OTACJIKH, KOTOPYIO MOKHO MPUIIMTH HA PyKaB pyOaIlku ¥ HOCUTH Ha
Buy. HoBast Mmona. J{iist O0bIIIMHCTBA JTI0/I€H ATO OYAET BCETO JIMIIL YKpaIlleHHE.

Yepnbiii 11BeT 0003Hauan ummneparopa. Kenteiii — mnpunna. ns ceds TeHceH BbuIOpan
3€JICHBIM.

— A 3T0, — ApUH NPOTSAHYI €My KaTyIIKy CepbIX HUTeW, — A TBoeid Monu. — U nobasui:
— Jlnsa Pumm.

TeHceH ynbpIOHyIICA.

Korma onu ompenenunu KakoW-1u0O HBET MOYTH ISl BCEX KIIFOUEBBIX (UTYp TIPU JBOPE,
TeHceH MeaIEHHO MPOU3HEC TAKUM TOHOM, KOTOPBI APHUH HE CMOT ObI 3a0bITh:

— Ts1 He Oynemb BIOMpaTh MBET 11 jdeau Kectpen?

— Her. He Gyny.
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Korma Kectpen BbImisiHYna B 3TOT JI€Hb M3 OKHa, OHAa yBUJENA, Kak 3Hams Ha OapOakaHe
Pa3BEBAETCS HA TEIJIOM BETPY, AYIOIIEM B CTOPOHY MOpsA. MENIKUii JOK/Ib — HE CHET — pa3MbIBAJI
KapTUHKY. llepBoBeceHHMI [lIeHb NpUAET paHblle, 4yeM Kectpenm Ttoro xorema. A 3arem
[lepBoneTHui AeHb, U CBaLOA.

Haxonsice B cBOMX MOKOSIX B OAMHOUYECTBE, KecTpen BBITPSAXHYJIAa HA MO3aWYHBIA MPAMOPHBIN
CTOJ MEPTBBIX MoJiel u3 OymaxkHoro konmepta. [losioBuHY OHa oTnana Ha Oa3zape TeHceHy, Ha
CIIy4aH, €ClIi OH 3aX04YeT OCTABUTH IIOCIAHME HAa KAPTUHE B rajiepee s Hee.

Kectpen nabmronana, Kak MOJIM Ha CTOJE U3MEHUIIU LIBET, MOBTOPSS Y30phl MO3auWKHU. 3aTeM
OHa aKKypaTHO IIEPEIBUHYJIA OJHO HACEKOMOE U CMOTPEIIA, KAK OHO PACKPAaCUIIOCHh 3aHOBO.

OHa ucnbITalia BCIBIIIKY SPOCTH HA MOJIEW 3a TO, UYTO OHHM TaK XOPOLIO MAaCKUpOBaIuCh. BN
MPUIIITIOCH CONPOTHUBIIATHCS MOPHIBY PAa31aBUTh HX.

He crout nm eit monwiTarbest 00bICHUTH Bce ApuHy? IIpomuioil Houbl0 OHa ObUIa TOTOBA BCE
eMy paccka3ars. Eie He mo3aHo.

[IpeOriBas B HeyBepeHHOCTH, KecTpen cmena MoJieit 0OpaTHO B KOHBEPT.

[Mpunuia Jlenus. Kectpen 3a0buta, 4TO y Hee Ha3Hau€Ha NpPUMEpPKa IUIaThs. [epaHka
3aKalbIBasia MaTeputio OynaBkamu. Kectpen Habmo1ana, Kak OKHO 3aTyMaHUBAETCS T0KIAEM.

Jlenus 0CTaHOBUIIACH.

— S nymato, 4TO BaM CTOUT 3HaTh. ApUH cerogHs yexana. KopaGib OTIIIBLI, KOTJa MOAHSIICS
BETED.

Bamsig Kecrpen nepnyncs. 3areM oHa CHOBa IOCMOTpeENa B OKHO, OyITO MOIVIa pa3misIeTh
raBaHb, a 3@ HE — BOJHBI U IUIBIBYIIMHA 1O HUM Kopabib. Ho oHa He yBHzela HHUYEro, KpoMe
3yOuarbIx cTeH naBopua. [{oxae npekparuicsa. Ero cepas 3aBeca nogHsiack. Hebo ounctuiioch u
CTayno 00JE3HEHHO SICHBIM.
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FOHoum u JeBynku [OBOpa MacTEPUIM MJIS CHUPOT BOWHBI BO3AYIIHBIX 3MeeB. UepHbId
BOUICHBIN MEPraMeHT MPUKIEUBAIN K paMKaM U3 MPYTUKOB U PUCOBAIM HAa HEM 30JIOTHIE IIa3a U
nepbs xulHbIX nTUll. B IlepBoBecennnii nenp Kectpen nu Bepekc mogapsaTt ux AeTAM B NPUIOTaX
CTOJIUIIBI.

Bce nmpoucxonnio Ha OOJBIION 3aCTEKJIEHHOW Teppace, KOTOPYHO MNPUCTPOUIU K JIBOPILY
MOCJIE BTOPKEHUS B ['epaH: BMECTE CO CTPAHOW MMIMEPATOP MPUCBOUI U BCKO UCTOPUIO TEPAHCKOU
apxutekTypbl. KecTpen macrepuna OymMaxHyr0 1Ieb JUIsl XBOCTa BO3AYIHOIO 3Mest. [IpuiBopHbIe 3a
IpYTUMU CTOJaMH THUXO NeperoBapuBaiuch. Kectpen cunena ogHa. Ee manbipl paboTanu JOBKO,
HO €l Ka3aloch, OyITO UMU YIPABISIET KTO-TO JAPYroi, a camMa OHa — BCETO JIMIIb TPANHYHAS
KyKJIa, KoTopas ObUta y 1eBouku Ha MsicHoM Psiy.

Kectpen mymana o Tom, kak moijer Hapemarb neteid. Kak Oyaer roBopuTh MM, 4TO UX
pPOJMTENN MMPUHECTH UMIepuu ciaBy. OHa aymana o Kopalie, KOTOPbIN YIIJIbUT AaJIEKO-AaJIeKO.

Ee manbusl 3amepiu. Jlpixanue nepexsatuiio. Kectpen mompocuia, 4ToObl €M MpUHECTH
npyrue kpacku. OHa Hauyajla TOKPBIBaTb CBOMX 3MEEB 3€JEHBIMH, TOJIYOBIMHU U PO30BBIMU
3aBUTKAMU.

KecTpen ycabiana mopox meaka: Ha CTYJ PSAOM C He KTO-TO yCeJcsl.

— Ouenb KpacuBo, — NpokoMMeHTupoBaia Mapuc. — Ho 3To He 11BeTa apmMun.

Kectpen omyctuna kucTh B 0aHOUKY, CO 3BOHOM T00OOJTada €10 B BOIE, a 3aTeM HaOpasa Ha
Hee (ProIeTOBOTO.

— DTO0 JeTH, a HE COJIATHI.

— O, KOHEUHO ke, Bbl paBbl. Tak ropazno Becenee! [103BoIbTE MHE TOMOYb.

Kectpen 6pocuiia Ha Mapuc ObICTpBIA B3I, HO Ta MMoka paborana B moindyaHuu. [IpeBparun
BTOPOTO 3Mes B sIpKyr0 0abouky, Mapuc npousHecia:

— V¥ Bameit moapyru notpsicaronmii Opat. Pacckaxute mHe o HeM. Ero cepaiie cBo6oaHO?

Kectpen nonnsna kuctouky. Ei Ha pykaB ynasna Karisi KpacKu.

— Yro?

— Jlopa Ponan. O4eHb ynayHo, HE TakK JiM, YTO 3aBO€BaHUE [ epaHa Mogapuiio HaM CTOJBKUX
TUTYJIOBAaHHBIX MOJIOABIX Jtone? HoBast Tepputopus, meApO pa3aeiaeHHass UMIIEPATOPOM JIECATh
JIET Ha3aJ MEXJy HOBOHA3HAYEHHBIMHU BeJibMOkaMH. K cokajeHuro, T€ 3eMJIM HaMm OOJibllie HE
npuHauiexxkar. Ho nopa HaBcerma ocraercsa sopaoMm. U kakoB on! Ha gusx s Bunmena, kak Ponan
CpakaJcs B rOpoJe, u...

— Br1 He Bugenn ero. He mormm.

['maza Mapuc cBepKkHYIIH:

— OH BaM HE NMPUHAJICHKUT.

— 4 roBopuiia 0 Jpyrom.

— Bce He moryt ctarhk umneparpuiiamu. S 1omkHa BIMTH 3aMyK. MHE Mo4Tu ABaAlarb. —
Mapuc nonusuna royoc. — 4 He Xouy Ha BOWHY.

— 4 umena B BUJY, UTO, JIOJDKHO OBITh, BBl BUJEIU B TOpoje Koro-to apyroro. — Kectpen
MBITAJIACH TOBOPUTH POBHO, HO caMa IEepecTalia BEpUTh CBOMM CloBaM. — PoHaH He B cronuue. OH
yexan ¢ [[>xecc u poauTensaMu Ha FOT.

— YBepsIo Bac, 3TO HE TaK.

— Onn yexanu. — ['yos1 Kectpen onemenu. — UtoOsI [[>kecc monpaBuiiach.




Bripaxxenne nuna Mapuc wusmenunocb. Kectpen yBuaena, Kak CMSATEHHE CMEHHIIOCE
JIO0OTBITCTBOM U JOTQJKOW, KOTOPBIE 3aT€M MPEBPATUIIUCh B CHUCXOAUTEIBLHOCTh, U 'y KecTpen
CBEJIO KEIYAOK.

— Jlemqn Kectpen, — nporoBopuia Mapuc, — Bbl onmbaetrech. Sl Bce rajana, rnoiyemy Hx
ceMbst n30eraet aBopa, HO J[»kecc u PoHaH mocen@aioT MHOTHE PUEMBI B ropojie. S HECKOJIbKO pa3
ux Bujena. OHU B CTOJIUIIE CO BpEMEHU 0ajia B YeCTh Ballleid TOMOJIBKH.

* ok Xk

Kectpen moceruna roponckoit mom Jlkecc. Jlakeit B3sil €€ TUCHEHYIO KapTOYKY C TepOOM U
IIPOBEJI TOCTHIO B TOCTUHYIO, BAOJIb CTEH KOTOPOU CTOSUIA OTIIOJUPOBAHHBIE CKPELICHHBIE KOIIbs. B
KOMHAaTe He ObUIO HU ciiela MbUIM. JloM He BbIKa3biBall HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO €ro HE
MCIOJIB30BAJIN, TAK KaK CEMbS yeXaya Ha IOoT.

— Jlenqm noma HeT, — cKa3aJl JaKeH.

— Ho cembs ceituac nmpoxuBaet 31ech? — TpedoBarenbHo cripocuna Kectpen. — OObHO
J>xecc noma?

Jlaken nmepecTynui ¢ HOrM Ha HOTY, HO HE OTBETUII.

— Ee Opar noma? — cnpocuna Kectpenn.

Korna nakeiut cHoBa nmpomoityait, Kecrpen npousHecna:

— Bpr1 3HaeTe, KTO 517

Jlaxeit mpusHai, uro PoHaH He mpuaep KUBAJICS KaKOTro-I1u00 pacropsiaka JHs.

— Ero yacro 31ech He ObIBaeT. A ero cectpa...

— Pa3 ee Her, TO A momokay ee B caimoHe, — cKaszana Kecrtpen, XoTs Tenepb pHCKOBaja
yBUIEThCA ¢ PoHaHOM.

Jlaken 3amsicA.

— He nymaro, 4yto 310 pasymHo, muienud. Hackonbko s 3Haw0, HU Opar, HU cecTpa HeE
MIJIAHUPOBAIM BO3BpAIAThCs B OMKaiiiee BpeMsl.

— S nonoxny.

Kectpen mnorpy3unace B oxuganue. Eciaum mnpupercs, oHa JDKET cOarb Ha JUBAaHE B
IIPUEMHOM.

Oronb B kamuHe goropai. Ee dait ocThil.

KecTpen BcnomHmiia, kak Jlxecc xmypunach Bo cHe. OHa BCIOMHMJIA, KAK pacTepiia B MbUIk
CTEKJISIHHBIC JIETIECTKU 0Kepelibs J[ecc Ha MpaMope KaMUHHOM TOJIKU.

Heyxemn npuunHa wmomuanust J[[»kecc — €€ OTCYICTBHUS, JDKA — 3aKJII0YaeTCs B
ucnopuyeHHoM nonapke? Bo3MoxkHO, 3TO U ecTh npocTynok Kecrpen. Ho ona npusHanace [[xecc,
U Ta npoctuia ee. Pazpe Hetr?

N xe...

Yrto ona moma y3Harb oT Ponana? Kectpenm agymana, 4To rOpAOCTb HE IO3BOJIUT €MY
pacckasarb CECTpE O TOM, Kak OH caenan Kecrpen npemioxenue pyku u cepana Ha [lepBozumHem
0aJly — M KaKk OHa eMy OTKa3ajia, U KOro eMy npeamnousnia.

Ee moxwupan crtpax. Korma yacekl oTMeTWIM YK€ TPEeTUW 4yac ee NpeObIBaHUs 371€Ch, OHA
noep3aia Ha noaymkax. OT HUX UCXOAWII JIETKHUM apoMar JyxoB [[>kecc. Apomar 0eioro uBeTka u3
['epana. On pacugen nepen razamu Kecrpen.

Apomat ObLT OCTaBIIEH HEAABHO.

OkHa canoHa BbIXOAWIM Ha Jopory. KecTpen Buzena CBOIO KAapeTy W CBUTY, 0KHIAOIIYIO



CHapYXH.
JleBymka Ooponack ¢ oco3Hanuem. OHa He xoTena moHuUMarb. Ho 3arem... oHa YeTKo

npeacTaBuiia cede, Kak J»ecc cujena Ha 9TOM caMOM JMBaHe, Korna nogabexana kapera Kecrper.
Jl>xecc meperoBopuiia ¢ JakeeM. A MOTOM YIIUIa B Jpyryro 4acThb nqoma. M ceiiuac sxaet tam. JXKaer
koraa Kecrpen yener.

Or 3anaxa myxoB y Kectpen 3acie3nnuch riasa.

— Sl BepHYCh B JIpyroil JeHb, — CKa3aja OHA JIaKero, BbIxoAs. [loMHSBIMCH HA CTYNEHBKY
KapeThl, OHA ONVISIHYJIACh Yepe3 IJIeU0 U 3aMETUa, KaK BCKOJIBIXHYIIACh 3aHABECKA OAHOTO U3 OKOH
Ha BepxHeM d3Taxe. KTo-To OTOABUHYI ee B CTOpOHY 1 Habmoan 3a Kectpern.

Kak toneko Kectpen nmonHsiia B3risij], 3aHaBECKa BEPHYJIaCh Ha CBOE MECTO.

% ok Xk

Koraa Kectpen nuia yepes3 6apOakaH, OHa yCIbllajia CMEX JBOPIIOBBIX CTPaKHUKOB.

— I'me oH mponazmaeT mocieaHee BpeMsi? — CIPOCUII OJIMH U3 HUX.

— B ncapue, — orBetun apyrou. — OH uUrpaer B JepbMe ¢ HeHKaMu. [1o-MoeMy, OTIMYHOE
MECTO JIJIs1 HAIIETO CJIABHOTO IMPUHIIA.

Kectpen ocranoBmiack. IloBepHyBIICh, OHA MPUOIM3WIACH K CTpPaKHUKAM. OJTO UX HE
CMYTHUJIO. 3HAYUT, OHU CUUTAJIM, YTO OHA PA3JAEISAET UX IPE3PEHUE.

Kectpen mocMmoTpesia Ha CTpaKHUKA, KOTOPBIA TOBOPHMJI ITOCJIEIHUM, U yIapuia €ro Io JIUILLY.
B omenomMieHHOM MOMYaHWM, KOTOPOE IMOCIEI0Balio, OHA CXKajla YIIMOJICHHYIO PYKY B KYlaK U

yIIIa TPOYb.

* ok Xk

Bepexkc cumen Ha rpsi3HON COJIOME B YIUTY OTHOTO M3 3arOHOB JJisi COOAK M MBITAJICS KOPMHUTH
LICHKA, ITOAHOCA K €T0 MOPAOYKE ITPOINUTAHHYIO MOJOKOM TPAIKY. II[€eHOK ¢ MOPUIMHUCTON KOXKEN
0€3BOJILHO JIeXKaJl y HETO Ha pyKax C 3aKPBITHIMU IJ1a3aMH.

Kornma Bepekc yBuaen Kectpen, OH cam cTal MOX0X Ha HACTOPOKEHHOE JKUBOTHOE,
3arHaHHOE B YTOJI.

— Hwuuero He roBopu.

— He rosopurts yero?

— Toro, uto THI cOOMpaIack CKa3arh.

Kectpen nepernynace uepes 0apbep AEPEBIHHOIO 3aroHa.

— Ilokaxkens MHE, KaK 3TO JI€JIaTh?

Bepekc oT ynuBieHus NOAHN PyKy ¢ Tpsnkoil. Ha meHka yrmano HECKOJIBKO Kanellb MOJIOKA.

KecTtpen Bommia B 3aroH, ceila Ha COJIOMY psiioM ¢ BepekcoM W BBITSHYNIA BOEPE] JIAJOHb,
CJIOKEHHYIO JIOAOYKOM.

— Her. — Bepekc coenunni o6e ee j1aonu. — Bort Tak.

OH MOJ0KWII IIEHKA €Ml B pyKHu. MaJIeHbKO€ )KMBOTHOE ObUIO MATKMM KOMOUYKOM Teria. Korna
OHO JIBIIIAJIO, IIEBEINIOCH Bce ero teno. Kectpen nmomymana, Obuia JIM OHA TaKOW K€, KOIrJa OTell
NEpKaJl €€, HOBOPOXKICHHYIO, HA PYKax, U UCHBITHIBAI JIU OH TaKOE K€ YCIIOKOCHHE, KaK OHa
cenyac.

— OH camblif MalleHbKMH B momere, — cka3an Bepekc. — Ero mare He Oyuer ero
BBIKAPMJINBATh.



On nokazan Kectpel, Kak BI0XKUTh TPANKY C MOJIOKOM B POT LICHKY.

— S nomxHa Tebe Koe-4To CKa3aTh.

[IpuHI TOTEpeOnT COTOMUHKY.

— A, g cam nioHsu1. HecnoxHo noragarbesi, Kakyro BJIacTh MO OTel] UMEET HaJl ToOoil. — OH
3aMeTHJI €€ U3yMJICHHBIN B3I, — OCOOEHHO, KOT/a Thl 3HACIIIL €r0 TaK XOPOIIo, KaK 3HAI0 €ro 4.
OH ObI CKPYTUJI 3TOMY IIIEHKY T'OJIOBY, JJaXe €CJIM Obl CydKa caMa ero Bckapmiubaia. OH He JIFOOUT
cnabbix. Ho moiiydaeT yqoBOJIbCTBUE, KOT/IA €MY YAaeTCsl y3HATh YblO-TO C1a00CTh. A Temephb TBOM
ryoepHaToOp yexall.

KecTpen He oTphiBaJia 3aTYMaHEHHOTO B3IJIs,]a OT IIEHKA.

— Sl He 3TO MMena B BUAy. S xoTena cka3aTh JIpyroe.

— Ho »sto mpaBna. Tel mobumb ero. Bor TBos cmabocth. Kak Obl TO HUM OBLIIO, UMEHHO
MTOATOMY ThI COTJIACHJIACh BBINTHU 32 MEHSI.

Kectpen mpoBena OoJIbIIMM TaJIbIIEM IO KPOIIEUHOMY MSTKOMYy yiKy. OHa cMoTpesia Ha
CJIETIOr0 IIEHKA, KOTOPBIA BO CHE COCAl MOJIOKO.

Bepekc nporosopui:

— Hukomy He HpaBUTCS, KOTJ]a €r0 UCIIOIb3YIOT.

— IlpocTu. S He xoTena Te0s UCIOIB30BaTh.

— YecTHO TOBOpS, S NPUBBIK K 3TOMY. MBI HaX0AUMCS IIpU ABOpE. A HUKOrIa HE qyMadl... HY,
s Belb CbIH CBOETO OTIIa, BepHO? Pa3zymeercs, Mos )keHUTH0a OyaeT mo pacyety. Pasymeercs, MmHe
HEe JaJyT HUKaKoro BbiOOpa. S 3Hato, 4To 31uics. Sl 10 CUX MOp 3/0Ch, U 3TO IIOKET MEHS, HO...
nocye noMoJiBku s 0b1 oHs, Kectpen. Celtuac st Te0st noHuMaro. Thl MOrJia Bce OObSICHUTD.

— Tl cunTaeb, YTO NPUIUHBI BAXKHBI?

— A 1o-TBOEMY, HET?

— Bepekc, 5 cenana Koe-4To yxKacHoe.

[To Mepe Toro kak B3IBIMAIIMCh U OMyCKaduch pedpa meHka, Kectpen pacckazana Bepekcy o
CBOEM ILIAHE OTPABUTH JIOMAAECH KUTEJIE BOCTOYHBIX PaBHUH, U MIOYEMY OHA MPEJUIOKHIA TaAKON
TJIaH.

Bepekc monuan. Onna ero pyka cxxumana coiiomy. Kectpen nmogymarna, uro ceiiuac oH 3adeper
y HE€ IIEHKA, HO OH 3TOT0 HE CIIEJIal.

Omna ckazana:

— 4 cnplmana, 4To Thl HE COIJIACEH ¢ BOMHOM Ha BOCTOKE.

— Oreln TOBOPUT, UTO 5 CIIMIIKOM MSTKUK. OH mpas.

— JlomxHO OBITh, THI TEMIEPh BUHUIIL MEHSI €11ie OOJIbIIe.

— 3a To, uto Thl TBepke? — OH OTBEN C JIMIla CBOM CBETJIBIE BOJIOCHI, YTOOBI Jy4Ille €€
BUAETH. — [aKOU ThI ce0sl CYUTAEIID?

— Ecnu Obl 51 HE nmpeyiokuiia sii, TO, BO3MOKHO, PAaBHUHBI HE OBLIM ObI COXXKEHbI. MoxeT
OBITh, HAIlIAa ApMUSI HUYETO OBl HE clieraa.

ITpyHII HTUHUYHO pacCMEsIICH.

Kectpen cka3zana:

— Ecnu Ob1 y MEHS HE TPOU30IILIO TOrO Pa3roBopa ¢ TBOMM OTIIOM, TO, IO KpailHel Mepe, 4To
OBl HU CITYYHJIOCH JAJIbIIie, 3TO HE ObUTO OB MOEH BUHOM.

— He agymaro, 4to He3HaHHWE — TO K€ CaMO€, YTO HEBUHHOCTh. — Bepekc ¢ nrypmanuem
OTKHHYJICSl HA BOHIOUYIO COJIOMY. — Sl cUMTaro, 4YTo ThI CAENaa JY4YIllee U3 TOro, 4To Moria. Puma
TOXe Oy/IeT TaK CUUTATh, KOTJA 51 PACCKAXY €il.

— Her. He rosopu en. [loxanyiicra.



— 41 pacckasbiBaro er Bce, — IMPOCTO OTBETUII Bepekc.

Bi3misan Kectpen cHoBa ynan Ha mieHka. OHa npeacTaBuia, KAaKOBO 3TO: pACCKa3bIBaTh KOMY-
TO 000 BceM. OHa Moriaania MIrkoe co3IaHue.

— OH BbDKUBET?

— Sl Hazeroco.

[To manbiiam Kectpen motekiia ObicTpas ropsiyast ctpys. JleBymika BckpukHyna. Moua mieHka
nponurana ee pykas. Bepekc pacumpui cBou U 0€3 TOro 0oJIbIMe Tiiasa;

— Tebe nosesio.

— IloBe3no?

— TwI e 3HaeMb, 3TO HE BCE, UTO JACNAI0OT MEHKH. MOTJI0 OBITh U XYKE.

Kectpen ynbpiOHynach.

— BepHo, — ckasana ona. — TbI nipas.

Ee ynbiOka npeBpaTuiiach B CMeEX.

* ok Xk

Cnyxanku Obutd B yxkace. OHM HaOpaJi BaHHY U MPAKTUUYECKHA COPBAIM CO CBOEU TOCIOXKH
onexay. Ho Kecrpen nmerusuiack 3a TO BO3IYIIHOE OUIYIIEHHWE MPOIICHUS, KOTOPOE MOAAPHUIT €U
Bepekc. OHO noaepXxuBajio €€ B TEIJI0H BaHHE.

Ona nmonpocuiia, 4ToObI €€ OCTABUIIM B OJITMHOYECTBE.

Banna octbuia. [loremHeBIe OT BOABI BOJIOCHI OOJIEUIM €€ TPY/b, OyITO AOCIEXH.

Apun n3menun ee. [Ipunuia mopa 3To Npu3HATE.

Kectpen Bcrana B BanHe. C Hee cTekana Boma. J(eBymka 3aBepHylIach B XajlaT, IIOYEMY-TO
CMYTHUBILIMCH CBOETO OOHAXXEHHOTO TeJa.

Kakum 00pa3zom ApuH ee u3MeHuUm?

OHa BcnOMHMJIA MPOUUIOE JIETO M TO, KaK ApPHUH 4YyTh JIM HE HACHIIBHO OTKpPBIBAJ €M Ia3a,
yTOoOBl OHa yBUjena mMup. OHa moaymarna O IIEHKE, CJIeNoM OapXaTHOM KOMOYKE, U O CBOEM
KEJTAHUU BEPHYThCA HA3aJl U HUKOINA HE CJIBIIATH IJIAHOB, KACAKOIIMXCS BOCTOYHBIX PaBHHH,
YTOOBI HE HECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TO, YTO MIPOU3OIIUIO.

KecTpen nogymaia, 4To AOJKHA OTKPBITH TJ1a3a €Ie MHIPE.

Omna B3IIsSIHYJIA HA MUD.

Ha Heill ObLT pOCKOIIHBIN XaJiaT: HEBECTE MPUHIIA JIOJHKHBI ObITh TIOCTYIHBI JIFOOBIE yI00CTBA.
B OKHax BaHHOW KOMHAaThl CTOSUIM BUTPAKHbIE CTEKJA: BaJOPUAHKA JOJKHA HACHAXKIAThCS
kpacotoi. Ha cmopmiennbix manbiiax KecTpen BrnakHO OJecTenu 30JI0ThIE KOJbIIA: TMOOEIbI
reHepaia mpUuHECIN OOraTCTBO €ro JoUYepH.

A BO BIQXXKHOM BO3/yX€ HEBUJIUMBIM I'py30M Buceln npaBuia. Ho kTo ux ycranasnmuBaer? Kro
pElIJI, 4YTO BaJIOPUAHIIBI JOJDKHBI YTUTh CBO€ ¢JIoBO? KTO yOeaus ee oTia, 4To UMIEpHUs J0JDKHA
MPOAOJIKATH TTOKUPATh LIEJIbIe CTPAHBI U UTO padbl MpuHa IexkaT Bagopuu 1o npaBy 3aBoeBaHUs?

Ee orel neprkaiics 3a CBOIO 4ECTh TaK KPemKo, Oy/ITO oHa ObLIa MaTepUATbHBIM TPEIMETOM,
YEeM-TO TBEPABIM U HEU3MEHHbIM. KecTpel BApyr momymala, 4to KOrJa-ToO MbITajlach MPEACTaBUTh,
Ha YTO MOX0Ka YECTh €€ OTIa U Ha uTO — ApuHa, HO GOpMBI COOCTBEHHOW OHA HE 3HAA.

Ona penmia, 94To B 0€30TOBOPOUYHOM MPUHSATHM UYKOTO TOHSTHS O YECTH 3aKII0YaeTCs
OecuecThbe.

Kectpen HakIoHMIACH M TPUKOCHYNIACH K KpaHY U TPYOE, yepe3 KOTOphIE HAMOJIHIIACh BAaHHA.
B repanckux qomMax ToXe CTPOUIIN BOJOIPOBOABI, B OCHOBHOM JJis (JOHTAHOB, HO UMIIEPATOPCKUI



JBOpeEI ObUT TPOHU3AaH TeHUATBHON CUCTEMOU TPyO, KOTOPBIE KayaJlk TETUTYIO BOAY M3 TePMaJIbHBIX
HMCTOYHUKOB B TOJIIIE TOPBI, HArpeBajy €€ B Me4axX U MOAHUMAIIN Ha BEPXHUE ITAXKHU. ITY CUCTEMY
n3o00pesa riaBHbIN BOJIHBIN HHXKEHED, Ta caMmasi )KEHIIMHA, KOTopas MPOEKTUPOBaJia KaHaJIbI.

Ha cnenyroumii nenp mocine Toro, kak yexan ApuH, TeHcen mompocui Kectpen koe-uto
pa3y3Hars:

— Iy1aBHBINM BOIHBIM MHXKEHEP OKa3ajla UMIIEPATOPY YCIYry, — CKaszajl OH. — Bbl Moxkere
BBISICHUTH KaKyIO?

Kectpen yOpana pyky co Bce emie Temiol TpyObl, KOTOpas ucue3ana B moiy. JleBymika
MOAOIUIA K OKHY M BCTaJIa B PAa3HOLUBETHOM CBETE, JIBIOWIEMCS 4epe3 BUTpaxku. Ee pyku cusium
roayobIM W TEMHO-pO30BbIM. KecTpen OTomBHMHYIA INEKOJTYy M pacmaxHyla OKHO. Temepp OHa
BUJIeNIa Bce sicHO. Bo3ayx Obu1 cBex. KecTpen uyBcTBOBaja apoMar TOro, YTO YHECET €€ BIEPE BO
BPEMEHHU, B TEIJIO, K PACITYCKAIOIMMCS [IBETAM, K MbUIbIE U JIMCTOYKAM Ha JIEPEBbSIX.

ITpunuia BecHa.



I'1aBa 23

Ha miectoit nenn npeObiBaHus Ha Kopabiie MOpcKasi 00Jie3Hb OTIyCTUIa AprHa. ITOW HOYBIO
B HeOe He ObLI0 00JIaKOB, JIUIIL HHEH 3Be3/1. Mope YCIIOKOMIIOCH.

ApuH cTosi1 Ha nainy0e, KpyTs B pykax kuHxkan Kectpen. B koHIle KOHIIOB, OH pelMI B3sITh
ero ¢ coboii. Teneps KMHXaJ 1O MPaBy KPOBH MpUHAIC)KAT eMy. Tak ApyH cKa3zall caMoMy ceoe.

On yOpan KWH)Xal B HOXKHBI, 3alIPOKHHYJI TOJOBY W YCTaBHJICS Ha IMHUPOKYIO JICHTY 3BE3],
KOTOpasi MPOTSIHYIACh BBEPXY OJICCTAIIMM Ma3KOM.

Korma Apun octanoBuics B ['epane mo nytu u3 cronuilpl, CapCcuH Ka3ajiachk O4€Hb yCTaJIOM.
Bun ee n3HypeHHOTO JUIIa U 3aMaBIIHX T71a3 00ECITOKOUII €ro.

— D10 U3-3a efpl, — (BIPKHYJIA OHA TOT/A.

— Yro He Tak ¢ egon?

— Ee cnumkom mano, — B3goxuyia CapcuH u ckaszania, 4To U3HypeH Bech ['epaH.

— DTO U3MEHHUTCS, — Mooleman e ApuH U OOBSICHUII, KaK CIACTH ypOXKaidl MEYHOTo opexa.
Capcun OnarogapHo MPUKOCHYJIAch K THUIBHOM CTOPOHE €ro pyKdh. A 3aTeM CypoBO Ha HEro
ITIOCMOTpEIA.

Ee rimasza ceepkHynu. OHa ckasana:

— HeBeposiTHO, 4TO OHU ¢ TOOOM CaenaIn.

— DTO HE UMEET 3HAYECHUS.

Ho ona mpomoikuia roBOPUTh O €ro M3ypOJOBAHHOM JIMIE, YTO TOJBKO HCHOPTHIIO €Tr0
HacTpoil. Ho oH He nepeOuBain ky3uny. OH He 3HaJI, YTO €Ile CEaTh.

[To3xxe CapcuH mpou3Heca:

— A Tenepb pacCKaXkv MHE, O YeEM yMOJ4al.

N on paccka3zain eit o Kectpen. ApuH BCIOMHHAJ UX Pa3sroBOp, HAKIOHUBIIMCH HAJl YEPHBIM
3€pKaJIOM MOPs.

Capcun momuana. OHU HAXOMWJIUCH HE B CaJlOHE, a B OmOnmnoreke (haMuiIbHOTO IoMa ApHHA.
Posie Kectpen crosut B canone. Ho HeCcMOTpst Ha 3TO, MHCTPYMEHT BCE PaBHO BUCENI B CO3HAHUU
ApuHa — MacCUBHBIH, OnecTsmi. JInmHuii. ApuH XoTen u30aBUTHCA OT HETO.

CapcuH ckazana:

— DTO Ha HEE HE TIOXOXKE.

ApuH OpoCuJI el XOJIOHBIN B3TJISA/I.

— TbI 3Haelb ee ayyiie, yem 51, — npusHana CapcuH.

ApHH 1OoKaydas roaoBOMu.

— 51 oOMansbIBaI ceOsl.

On Tak monro mpeObiBan B 3a0myxaeHuu. Kaxkercs, mociaeaHUM, 4TO OH CAeial B 37paBOM
yMe, ObUIO OOBSIBUTH IEPEMUPUE UMIIEpPATOPa YIOBKON. ApPHUH 3HAJ, YTO €ro apMus mpourpana Obl
cpaxkeHue. BamopuaHiibl yxe mpoOuian ropofckyto cteny. Ho cxsarka Obuta Obl HE Ha JKH3Hb, a Ha
cMepTh. ['epaHIlbl TOTOBBI OBLIM CpakaThCs 10 TIOCHEIHEr0o W 3abparb ¢ coOOM CTOJIBKO
BaJIOPUAHIIEB, CKOJIbKO cMoriu Obl. Ilepemupue crtamo OeckpoBHOM mobOemol ummeparopa —
croco0oM uctou@ath I'epan, He MoTepsB 0OJIbIIE HU OJTHOTO BaJJOPUAHCKOTO COJIAATa.

«B03MOXHO, 3TO yI0OBKa, — CKa3aja torga Kecrpei, — HO ThI COrTaCHIIBCS.

B tot nenpb men cHer. CHEXXMHKU OCEJIali Ha €€ pecHUIlaXx. ApUH MoAyMall, 4To OyAeT, ecliu
OH TIPOTSIHET PYKY U cMaxHeT uX. OH MpeAcTaBIsll, KaK CHEXXUHKU OYIyT TasTh MO KOHYUKOM €T0
nasnblia. Ternepb 3TU BOCIIOMUHAHUS IPUHECTU ¢ COOOM YyBCTBO CThIJIA.



ApUH He 3aCHYII Ha nanxy0e yAUBUTEIbHO HEMOABUKHOIO KOpabs, HO BUIEN CHBL. ByaTo CHBI,
BOCIIOMUHAHUS U JIOXKb CIUJIACH BOCIUHO.

OH B3IpOrHYA OT 3ByKa TOTrO, Kak HaJ BOJOW B3ieTesna pblOa. ApUH MOHATHUS HE HME,
CKOJIBKO 3/IECh YK€ IPOCTOSI. 3B€3/1bl B HEOE U3MEHUIIN CBOE MOJIOKEHUE.

3aMep31mMii U yCTaNIbIi, APUH CIIYCTHJICS B KaIOTY.

* %k Xk

OHn ocraBun 3umy mnoszaaud. Berep momHsuica m Haayn napyca. HamonHwn WX NOJMOTHSIHBIE
yTpoObl. ['epaHckuil KamuTaH, KOTOPOTO JO BOMHBI CUMTAIM TOYTH JIETeHIOW, 0OpazoBaCs.
Kopa6:ip moHeccs 1o BoTHaM.

CosHIlE Ka3aJI0Ch PAaCIJIaBIIEHHBIM MAaclIOM. APHUH CHSUJI KapKHil MOTEPThIN kKam30i otia. OH
HE XOTeJ OOJIbIIE €ro HaJIeBaTh.

Mope ctano 3eJeHbIM U YOIUBUTEIBHO MPO3paYHbIM. APUHY OTKPBUICS LIEIbIM BOTHBIA MHUD.
PpiObI pacmibiBaiuCh B pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI M CHOBAa COOMpaIuCh B CTaWKW, OyATO KYCOYKHU
PA3HOILIBETHOM MO3AaUKH.

OnHaxapl U3 BOIBl BBICKOYMJIO KAKOE-TO CYIIECTBO C PO30BBIM IpeOHeM Ha cnuHe. OHO
W3/1aJ10 CTPAHHBIN CBUCTAIIMN KPUK U CHOBA HBIPHYJIO.

Pana Apuna HakoHer| 3axuiia. OH cam CHSUT IIBBI.

% %k Xk

Terneps OH HAXOAUIICS B BOCTOYHBIX BOJIaX. BeTep, MOpe U COHIIE TTO3BOJISIIIM €My HE TyMaTh.

Xots He Bceraa. B onuH xapkuil 1€Hb, KOTAA COJHIE MOAHSIIOCh BBICOKO HAJ €ro rOJOBOM,
ApuvH yBUJENT B BOAEC T€Hb, KOTOPYIO MPHUHSI 3a TeHb KOpalis. 3areM OHa MIeBEJbHYIach U
CKOJIb3HYJIa HEMOHITHO Kyla. ApUH HE OTphIBAI INIa3 OT BOABI U MOHSJI, YTO HA CAMOM JIeJie 3TO
ObUIO OTPOMHOE MOPCKOE CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE MPOILIBbUIO TIyOOKO moj Kopabnem. OH Tak U He
y3HaJl, YTO 3TO OBLIO 3a CYILECTBO.

OH cHoBa ycabiman cioBa TeHncena: « Tsl BUAUIIB TO, UTO XOUECIIb BUAECTHY.

ApuH nogyman o Kectpen u o panax, KOTOpble, HABEpHOE, HUKOTa HE 3aKUBYT. B ero ymax
CTy4all yJibc. ApUH CHOBA ObUI MOPAXKEH CBOEHU SIPOCTHIO.

«Ho uTto 01 TeHceH xoTen, YTOOBI Thl YBUEN?» — MPOIIENTAN ToJ0C BHYTpU Hero. Cama 3Ta
MBICJIb ObLJIa OCKOPOUTEIBbHOW B OTHOIIEHUM TeHCEeHa, KOTOPBIA C caMOro Hayaja Mpeylnpekaal
Apuna o Kecrpern.

Ceituac AprH MOT MPU3HATh — C HEOXOTOW M HEJOBOJIHCTBOM, — uTO KecTpen Obuta ¢ HUM
yectHa. OHa A0JIroe BpeMs MbITajdach Bce MPOsICHUTH. bexkaB u3 ['epana, oHa OoTHpaBuiia Ha €ro
cTpany Boiicka. OHa paccka3zana ApuHy 0 noMojBke. OHa HU pa3y — 3Ta MBICIIb IPUHECTAa APUHY
OTBpAILCHUE — HE OTBETUJIA HA €r0 3HAKW BHUMAHHUS. A KOTJa OH CIIPOCHJ O BAJIOPUAHCKOM aTake
Ha BOCTOYHBIE PABHUHBI, OHA HE OTpHIlaja CBOEro yyactus. Ha ee nuie oTpa3ninock SBHOE YyBCTBO
BUHBI.

[TonynenHnoe comuile nekyio ApuHy rojioBy. OH BBIKOBaJI M3 CBOMX MBICIEH 3a0bIThe —
IJIAAKUN OTHOJUPOBAHHBIN IIUT.

ApuH KpyTHJI Ha NaJblie KOJIbIO TEeHCeHa, HO HE CHUMAJ €ro.

% %k Xk



Kopabnp Bomien B HEDPUTOBBIE BOIBI ACNBTHI y TOpOAa BOCTOYHON KOpOJIEBHL. Jlamblie emy
nyTh OBbUT 3aKpBIT. ApUH OTJal KamuTaHy KOJbI0 TeHceHa, 3aBEpHYB €ro B IUIATOK, K Kparo
KOTOPOTO MPUIIIKII 3alM (PPOBAHHOE MOCTAHUE.

OHo coobmrano TeHceHny, uTo ApuH 0€3 HENMPUATHOCTEH MPUOBLUT B TOpo] KOoposeBbl. benas
JI0%Kb, TIOYTH TIpaB/a. ApUH HE XO0TeJl, YTOObI CTapUK BOJTHOBaJICS. UTO ke KacaeTcs KOJblia...

«51 OB HE CMOT BBIHECTH, €CJId Obl MOTEPSIT TAKOUW Aap», — BBIILIET APUH Ha IIJIATKE.

3aTeM OH Hajien kKuHxkasl KecTpen, KOTOpBIM U XOTeN Obl MOTEPSITh.

ApuHa cnycTHJIM Ha BoAy ofiHOro. OH rped mpoub oT Kopadiis, KOTOPBIM OTIPAaBUTCA OOpParHoO
B ['epan. Kanmurtan nepegacTt Koibllo W mociianue B cieayronme pyku. CyiecTBoBai HEOOIBIION
PHUCK, YTO KOJIBLIO TaK U He JOCTUTHET TeHceHa. Ero momm nepexBaruth BajgopuaHibl. Ho Apun
MOT JOBEpUTH €ro ceOe elle MEHbIle U He OECMOKOMJICSA, YTO KOJbIO y3HaIOT. OHO OBbLIO OYEHb
MPOCTHIM.

Otpanssice, ApuH cMoTpen Ha kopabnb. Kornma ero Jjionka Bolwia B Y3KYKO PEKY, 3apOCIIYIO
BOJIOPOCIISIMU, KOpaOJb CKphUICS W3 Ta3. J[Bakabl W3 HUOTKYJIA MPUXOAWIM OypHBIE MOTOKHU
JIOK 151, IPONUTHIBATN ApPUHA 10 HUTKHU U NMPEKPALIAIIUCE.

Pexa mpeBparunacek B u3BMBaronmecs kaHainbel. Havancs ropon. Ero ctpounu u3 CKOJIB3KOTO
6enoro kamHs1. Uepes kaHasbl ObUTH TIEpeOpOITieHbI HeOOIbIIIME MOCTHI, HAITOMUHAOIIME OpaciaeThl
Ha JaMckoit pyke. M3 kakoil-To OalHu MOCHIBIIAINCH YAAPhI KOJIOKOJIA.

ApUH Kak pa3 Hayald PYIuUTb B BOIHOM JIAOMPUHTE TOpoJa, HO HE MOI H30aBUTHCA OT
B3DIA0B. [lo KaHamy CKOJB3WIIN IOpKHUE KOpabiid, B CPAaBHEHUU C KOTOPBIMHU €T0 JIOJKA Ka3ajach
yTeHKOM. Jlaxke eciu Obl 3TO HE BbIABaj0 B HEM UYyXe3eMIla, €ro OMO3HAIM OBl MO IBETY KOXH.
Jlronu mpekpamanu CBOM 3aHATHUSI U CMOTpenu Ha Hero. Kakoil-To peOeHOK cTupall B kaHaje Oelbe
1 ObUI TaK HAIyTraH, 4YTO BBITYCTUI U3 PYK pyOaniky. Ee oTHeCI0 HEMHOro o TEUYEHUIO, IJIe OHA U
3aTOHYJIA.

BecTb, 1omkHO ObITH, 0O0OTHAIAa ApHHA, MO BOJIC WJIH TI0 CYITE.

Kproku-Kolky B3J€TEN HaJ BOIOW M BIEMWIKHCH B €ro JoAKy. OIuH KpIOK BIHWJICS €MY B
PYKY M OCTaBUJI HEOOJBIIYIO KPACHYIO TTOJIOCY.

Jlonxky AprHa noaTanpIg K mpudaiy, a €ro caMoro CXBaTUJIIU.
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TropprMa He OblIa Tako# YK y)kacHOH. Uepes KpollleuHoe OKHO OBbLIO BHAHO HEOO.

Korma ero BelTanmuiv u3 JOAKH, APUH MBITAICS BCe OOBSICHUTH, HO MECTHBIE CMOTpPENIH Ha
HEro ¢ TeM K€ HEMMOHMMAaHUEM, KOTOPOE MCIBIThIBAJ OH caM. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO €ro s3bIK ObLI
OJIM30K K JTaKpaHCKOMY, UX OyITO pa3fensuia TOHKas KOXHUIA, KOTopas He IMO3BoJisla ApUHY U
AKUTEJISIM BOCTOKA MOHSTH APYT ApYyTa.

Nx yepHble 1a3a ObUTM OOpamJIeHBbI IBETaMM 3akara. M1 MyX4YWHBI, U KEHIIMHBI KOPOTKO
oOpe3anu BOJIOCHI M1 HOCWJIM OJMHAKOBBIC Oeyibie OproKM M pydaiku cBoOomHoro mnokposi. Korma
BHE3aIMTHO HAYaJICs MOIIHBIN JIMBEHb, KAIJIM KOTOPOTO 3aCKaKajau MO MOIICHBIM Oeperam KaHaja,
BOJIa MpoMnuTaia 0eayro TKaHb, U Yepe3 Hee MPOSBUIINCH TOUCHBIE MYCKYJIBL.

Kunxan Kectpen y Hero orobpanu. Korma pakpaHUbl YBUAEIHW OpYXKHE HWMIIEPHH,
HaNnpsHDKEHUE MEKITY HUMU U APUHOM YCHITAJIOCK.

Kakas-1o *xeHIMHa 3a/1aj1a eMy pe3Kuil Bompoc.

— IlocMoTpuTe Ha MeHs, — cka3an ApuH. — S He BajopuaHel.

JlakpaH1ibl JOJDKHBI ObUTM OOpaTuTh BHUMAHUE HA €r0 TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI M CEpble T€paHCKUE
rina3a. JloJoKHBI OB MOHATH, YTO KOTJIa-TO OH OBLT pabOM MX Bparos.

Ho korga oH npou3Hec nociaegHee ciioBO, BCE CTANIO TOJIBKO Xyke. Teneps Ha HEro cMOTpenu
C erie O0JIbIIeH HEePUSI3HBIO.

— Ioxanyiicra, — nonpocuil ApuH. — MHE HY)KHO OTOBOPUTH C Ballleld KOPOJIEBOM.

Teneppb ero NOHIA.

BHe3anHo Ha HEro HaOpPOCHIIMCh. APUHY CBSA3AJIM PYKH 32 CHUHOM U YTAIMJIA €T0 IPOYb.

ApUH 3aCIIOHUJT PYKOM HPSIMOYTOJIbBHUK roiy0oro He0a, KOTOpbIA ObLI BUJEH W3 OKHa €ro
kameppl. OH yOpan pyKy M CHOBa €€ MOIHSJ, YOpajl M CHOBa IMOAHSUL. A 3aT€M OH IMOJHOCTBIO
BITYCTHJI LIBET B nomenieHrue. CTEeHbl ero KOMHAThl Jjis 3aHSITUN B ['epaHe ObUIM TMOKpaIleHbI B
TAKOM K€ OTTEHOK. APUH BCIOMHWJI, KAK MHOT/A OTEIl MPUXOIUJI Ha €r0 YPOKH JIOTUKH U MPOCUIT
npenojaaBatens yutu. OH NpoJoJKall YPOK CaM.

Tuxoe yCHOKOEHHE, KOTOpOE€ MPHUIILIO C 3TUM BOCHOMHUHAHHUEM, MOMBITAIIOCH COCTABUTH
Apuny komnanuio. Ho 3aTeM OHO yCKOJIb3HYO0, U APUH MOHSUI, YTO OOUTCH.

Yyxe3emel, BOOPYKEHHBIA UMIIEPCKUM KHUHXKAJIOM, OMPOCUIT O BCTPEUE C KOPOJIEBOM?

ApuH nosen ce0sa Tak miyno. Ho Tenmeps OH mpeKpacHO MOHUMAJ, YTO MOXET KAATh €ro,
KOT/Ia IBEPb OTKPOIOT.

ApUH MoTep MIEKY U CBEKUHN BBICTYNAIONMM mpaM Ha Held. OH ObUT XOPOIIO 3HAKOM € OOJIBIO.
BasiopuaHiibl Hay4uiv €ro, KaK TeJI0 MOXKET MpeaaTh COOCTBEHHOIO XO35MHA.

Korma Apun 6w11 paboMm Ha Kapbepe, [LmyT Toxe mpITancs ero 3ToMy HayduTh. OH cKazal, 4To
3TO paaud caMoro ApuHa. ApUHY HYKHO HaydUThCA CONPOTHUBIATHCA Oonu. Ilmyr mosocHyn
OCTPBIM KAMHEM I10 BHYTPEHHENW CTOPOHE PYKH ApHHA. APUH axHYII IPU BUJI€ KPOBU M MOIBITAJICS
BbIpBaThCs U3 xBaTku [Lmyra. «Iloxanyiicta, — mpocus OH, — HE HAJI0».

«Xoporo, xopoio. — [limyT HakoHel BbIMyCTUI ero. — MHe Toxe 3To He HpaButcs. Ho uro
MHe ocTaeTcsi? Thl MHE CIUIIKOM JI0POT».

N ApuH, KOTOpOMY OBLIO JIBEHAATH JIET, UCIIBITANl YYBCTBO CThIJIA U 0JaroJIapHOCTH.

VY ucropun 3TOM BOCTOYHOW TIOPHMBI, 3TOM KamMepbl C OKHOM ObLIIO HECKOJIBKO BO3MOKHBIX
KOHITOBOK. M OONBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX — HECUYACTIWBBIE. ApUH HE 3HaJ], KaK MOBEJAET ceOs Mo
MBITKOM.




OH BcmOMHMII, KaK pacckazan cBod miadH TeHceny. OH OTmpaBUTCS HA BOCTOK. J[oObercs
COYYBCTBUSI M TIOMOIIM KOpojeBbl. Huyero cmoxkHoro. CoOCTBEHHBIM ToJIoOC B mamsATu ApUHA
Ka3aJcs eMy )KU3HEPAJOCTHBIM.

Hert, HE coBceMm.

ApUH CTpeMuUJICS MOKUHYTh CTONHIY. OTuassHHO 3TOro XoTeia. EMy Hy)XHO ObUTO O€XaTh, U OH
3HaJl OT Koro. Kak mor ApuH J10BepsTh CBOMM MHCTHUHKTaM, Korjma Kectpen mokasana, HaCKOJIBKO
4acTO OHM OIMOOYHBI? ApPHUHY CJIEOBAJIO 3HATh, YTO MJIaBaHME HAa BOCTOK — Iuioxas uuaes. OH
MOKJISUICS, UTO TeNeph OyJET ¢ COMHEHHEM BOCHPUHUMATH BCE, BO UTO €MY 3aX0UYETCS MOBEPUTb.

Pa3zmamuch marn HECKOJBKHX YeJIOBEK, NMPUOIMIKABIIMXCS C OOpPAaTHOM CTOPOHBI MOIIHOM
IBEPU €T0 KaMephbl.

«Jloruka — 3T0 HWrpa, — yciublana ApUH rojoc oria. — JlaBaii-ka IOCMOTPUM, YMEEIIb JIH
THI B HEE€ UTPATHY.

B ero xamepe ObU10 OKHO.

BoJsbme kuur Ha cairte - Knigolub.net

[InenHUKa NOJKHO TAHYTh K HEMY, Kak Hacekomoe K cBeTy. Kak ApuHa.

KTto ObI HU 3a111es1, OH OKUAAT YBUJETh ApUHA y OKHA.

ApHH OTOABUHYJICS B CTOPOHY.

OH pacnonoKuiIcs Ha MyTU OTKpbIBAKOLIEHCs 1BepU. Korna oHa OTBOPUIIACH U KTO-TO CHIEJIAI
mar B Kamepy, ApuUH C CHJIOW TOJIKHYI JBEpb OOparHO Ha HEro, a 3aTeéM MONATALI MYXYHUHY K
cebe 1 mepexan eMmy pyKoi ropio.

CrpakHUK BCKPUKHYJI HA €TO SI3BIKE.

— Bpmyctu MeHs, — ckazan ApuH, XOTA caM ceivac naepxkan MyxuuHy. — [lomoru MHe
BbIOpaThCA OTCIOJIA.

JIpIxaHne makpaHia npeBpaTwyioch B cBUCT. OH mapanan ApuHa 1o pykam u juny. OH cHOBa
3arOBOPHJI, U TOJBKO Tenepb ApUH BCIOMHWII, YTO CJIBIIIAJ [IATH HECKOJBKHUX YETOBEK.

Eme onH My»X4rHA CTOSUI B AIBEPHOM IIPOEME.

— Cpenaii 4yT0o-HUOYAb, — TOMBITANICS BHITOBOPUTH CTPAXKHUK, KOTOPOTO nep:kan ApHH.
[ToroMy 4TO BTOpPOHM JaKpaHEll CTOSUI Ha YIWBJICHUE HEIMOABHXHO. APHUH B3NISIHYI Ha HETrO, HE
NOHMMAas, MoYeMy OH He OpocWJiCd Ha MOMOIIb TOBApPHUILy W HE MblITaeTcs yOoeauTh ApuHa
OTITYCTHUTB €TO.

MouyanuBeiil crenan mar B kamepy. Ha ero nuno yman cBeT. ApuH CHIIBHEE CXKajl CBOETO
TUICHHUKA.

JIuio MyX4MHBI B JIBEpsIX HAlOMUHaJIO ToJibli 4yepen. Hoca y Hero He ObLUI0, U HO3JIpH
npeACTaBIsu co00l HeecTecTBeHHO mmpokue menu. [lpam Ha BepxHel ryde moka3biBai, KaKon
MyTh MPOJIEIIAIIO JIE3BHE, YTOOBI OTpe3aTh HOC. Ha MecTe yinel My K4rHBI OCTaIUuCh OAHU JBIPHI.

— Tb1, — ckazan myx4unHa ApuHY Mo-repaHcku. — S Te0si TOMHIO.
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Jlenn, mpenamiecTBOBaBImMN ToMy, korma Kectpenm kymuna ero. BocTounbrii pad, KOTOpbIi
MOMbITAJICS O0€XKaTh.
«Mmriepatop MOay4uT MO 3aciyram», — CKa3all OH Toraa ApuHy.

— S1 BUKY, YTO TBI TOXE IMOJIy4UJI OTMETUHBI, — CKa3ajl JaKkpaHel B aBepsax. — Ho no moen
KpacoThl TEOE el1ie 1aJIeKo.

— K10 THI?

— Tsoit mepeBomuuk. Thl cobupaenbest ero ornycTuTh? — OH KHUBHYI Ha CTpa)XHHKA,

KOTOPBIN YK€ MOTEPSII CO3HAHHUE.

— Uto co MHOI1 OyeT, ecnu s OTIyITy ero?

— Tebe Oynet mydine, 4em ecyiv He oTnycTuilb. [lonwwm, nreHen. Heyxenu Tl nymaenis, 4To
MOs1 KOpoJieBa cTaja Obl OTIPABIATH KOTO-TO, KTO TOBOPUT Ha TBOEM SI3BIKE, €CIU ObI jkenasia Teoe
3ma’?

ApHH OITYCTHJI CTPAKHUKA HA MOJL.

— XOopolMi MaJIBiUK, — CKA3aJl YEJIOBEK C JIUIIOM-UYE€PENIOM U MOAHSII pYKY. ApHUH MOAyMall,
YTO OH XOYET MPUKOCHYTHCS K €ro IIpamMy WM MOJ0XKUTh JIAJIOHb EMY Ha IIEKY, KaK ObUIO MPUHSATO
Cpeau TepaHIEB-MYKUMH. DTOT *KECT ObUI HEYMECTEH MEXJIy HE3HAKOMBIMH JIFOIbMHU, HO ApUH
pPELINII HE TBITAaThCSI HOMEIIATh MYKUHHE.

VY Toro Ha masuble ObUIO TSKEJIOe KOJBIO, M €r0 PyKa MOTSIHYIAch HE K Uiy AprHa, a K IIIee.

Konb110 ykono510 ApruHa HEOOJIBIIIOW UTJION, BITUBILECHCS B apTEPHUIO.

Koneunoctu ApuHa HaIWIKCh CBUHIIOM. ThMa BckapaOkajach MO €ro Tejy, pa3uHyla CBOM
HAPOKUAM POT U MOTIIOTHIIAa ApHUHA LIEJTUKOM.

* ok Xk

Prinana xennmna. Ee cne3sl majganu eMy Ha 100, Ha pECHHIIBI, Ha TYOBI.

«He nnauby, — monbITancsa ckazatb ApHH.

«lloxanyrcra, mociymaii», — IMpou3HecIa OHA.

OH cnyman, KOHEYHO, ciaymali. Kak oHa Mora nmogymars, 4to oH He ctaneT? Ho xorna ApuH
MOMBITAJICS OTBETUTH €1, BO3/IyX JIUIIb MPOIIEIECTEN IO €r0 TOpy. ApUH MOAyMaJl O JUCThsIX. OH
BCIIOMHMJI O0ra My3bIKH, HaKa3aHUEM KOTOPOTO ObLIO 3aTOYEHHUE B JIEPEBE HA CTO JIET — IIEJbIN
[HMKJI TAHTEOHA B MOJIYAHWHU. APUH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK €ro KOXa IpeBpam@aeTcs B kopy. M3 Hero
Havyald pacTu TMpyThs. Pacmyctmwiuchk auctba. UWx 3eneHpro emy 3abunmo potr. Ero BerBu
PaCKauMBAJINCh HA BETDPY.

ApuH otkpsul masza. Kanama Boga. OH MOpPrHyn W MOHSJI, YTO HA CaMOM JEJE€ HUKTO HE
poinan. OH HaXoMUJICs B JIOAKE, U 1Ie 10k ab. OH ObUT TYro CBsI3aH U JiexKall Ha ciuHe. MeieHHoe
Y3KO€ CYJHO HAaIIOMUHAJIO KaHO?.

Joxnp npekparwics. Hag ApuHoM mpoJieTesna cTpeKo3a ¢ KPhUIbSIMU TaKUMHU K€ OOJIBIIIMMU,
Kak y ntuil. OHu MepIiaiay KpacHbIM Ha (hOHE BHE3AITHO OYMCTHUBIIETOCS TOJy0oTo Heba.

ApUH HanpArcs, NeITasch pa30pBaTh BEPEBKU.

Jlonka kauHynace, 1 HaJ HUM CKJIOHWJIOCH JINIIO. B CBETE MHA yBE€YbS BOCTOYHOTO MYKUUHBI
Opocanucek B 1J1asa eiie cuiabHee. OH MPUIIETKHYI SI3bIKOM.

— ManeHbpkuil repaHel], HEYKEJIU Thl HE IMOAYMAJ, 4TO KOPOJIEBA MOIVIa OTHPABUTHh MEHS



MEePEeBOJIUTH BOBCE HE APYKEIMOOHBIN Aonpoc? Thl CAUIIKOM JOBEPUHB.
MyxurHa HOTTEM OTKPBUI KPOICUHBINH (DJIAKOH HAa BHYTPEHHEW CTOPOHE CBOEro kosbia. OH
MPUKOCHYJICS K ApUHY, U JIUII0, HE0O U KpacHas CTPEK03a MCUE3JIH.
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HNmnepatop Obu1 B spocTu. Y TPOSIBIISAIT 3TO O-pa3HOMY.

['epaHCcKkUii MUHHUCTp 3eMJIeNIeNIdsl, Ha JIOJI0 KOTOPOTO BBINAJIO MEpeAarb HOBOCTH 00
HCIOPUYECHHOM YypOKae, MOJY4YWJ MEPCOHAJIBbHOE IMPUINAIIEHUE Ha TeaTpalbHYI0 IOCTAHOBKY
3aBoeBaHuA [ epana. TeHCceH cuien Ha MepeIHeM PsTy U OKa3alcs OOphI3raH KPOBBIO )KUBOTHBIX BO
BpeMs YOUICTBA T€PAHCKON KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMBH.

YT0OBl YMHJIIOCTUBUTH UMIIEPATOPA, MPUIABOPHBIC UCIIOJIB30BAIHN JIECTh. DTO PA303JIUIIO €T0 U
MIPUBEJIO K Pa3pyNIMTEIbHBIM MOCIEACTBUSIM. MHOTHE apUCTOKPATHl CTOJKHYINCh C TEM, UYTO HX
CHIHOBBS U JIOUEPHU HEOXKHUJIAHHO «PEIIMIINY» BCTYITUTh B ApPMUIO U ObLIN OTIPABJICHBI HA BOCTOK.

— IIpocTto He monagarcs emy 1o pyky, — ckasai Bepekc Kecrtpenn.

— HuKTO HE BUHOBAT, YTO OPEXOTBOPKU UCIIOPTUIIN ypoxkail. OH HE MOKET OOBUHUTH MEHSI.

— OH BUHMUT BCEX.

Ho ¢ Kectpen mmmeparop Obi1 Oe3ynpedHo ao0p, Aaxke 3a00TIuB, O TOTO JHS, KOTIa
OOBSIBUII, UTO OHA JOJKHA MTOCETUTH B KOHIIE HE/IeNIM BOCHHBIN Mapa.

— Bam oren; Bo3BpammaeTcst JOMOM.

Kectpen cHoBa cTajna MaJeHBbKOM JEBOYKOM, KOTOpas 3albpajach Ha TIOHU, YTOOBI
OTIPABUTHLCSA HABCTPEUY OTILY U OBITh MEPBOI, KTO YBUIUT €0, Xpabpo BOCCEAAIOIIETO Ha JIOIAIH,
MOKPBITOTO TbUIbIO cpaxkeHui. Y Kectpen ObLI JAETCKHMM Med, KOTOPBIM OH clAelal i Hee.
["enepan ynelOHYNCS €, Ha3BaJl CBOMM MaJ€HbKUM BOMHOM.

— OcrtopoxHo, Kectpen, — ckazan ummeparop. — Pa3zymeercs, co MHOIM ThI MOXeEIIb OBITh
coboit. Hetr HyX1bl 4To-TO CKpbhiBaTh. HO 00IIeCTBO HE MOMMET TaKOW OYEBHUIHOW PaJOCTH Ha
TBOEM JIMIIe, OCOOCHHO KOT/la TBOM OTEI| ObLI paHEH.

— OH panen?

KecTpen cnpammBana, Ka3ajloCch, COTHIO W ThICSYY pa3, YTO MPOU3ONUIO C €€ OTIOM,
HACKOJIBKO CEpPhE3HO OH PAaHEH, IJie 3TO MPOU30IUI0, KaK. 3adeM OH BoO3Bpam@lics B Bamopurio:
OTJAOXHYTh WJIH YMEPETh?

NMnepaTop nmoxxan miaeyaMu, YIbIOHYICS U CKa3all, YTO HUYETO HE 3HAET.
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[Io ropony momsna uepHas 3Mes. C OBOpIOBOM cTeHbl KecTpen Mora paccMOTpETh €€
CBEpKAIOIIyI0 30JI0TOM 4Yelnlyro. OHa mbITajgach pa3o0parb, KTO U3 OJETHIX B UEPHOE COJIJIAT IIE
Briepeau. Eil ka3zanock, OyaTO KTO-TO 3aKPhLI €€ POT U HOC, CTpax HE JaBajl € JIbIIaTh.

Bepekc He:KHO IPUKOCHYIICSA K €€ PYKE.

Nmneparop 3ametrun. BeipaxkeHue ero muia ObUIO KaMeHHBIM. Bepekc oTBeTHs eMy
BBI3BIBAIONIMM B3IJIs,710M, U KecTpesn modyBcTBOBasia ce0si HEMHOTO JTyYllie.

baranboH momHMMaiCs Ha ropy, camord 0OoJiee YeM ThICSYM CoJigar OWiid MO KaMEHHOM
nopore. B Bo3nmyxe pa3BeBaliiCh YepHBbIC 3HaAMEHA W ¢iaru ¢ pa3ABOCHHBIMHU KoHIamu. Kectpen
Jo0cTalla U3 KapMaHa 100KH HeOOJBIIYIO MTOA30PHYIO TPYOYy.

— HenocroliHo, — cka3ay umrieparop. — Barn otenr He 3axoueT, 4TOOBI BBl YBUJIEIU €TO



JIMIIO JI0 TOTrO, KaK OH YBUJUT Bac. Pa3Be oH Bpar, 4ToOblI M3y4aTh €ro Tak? Bbl JOJKHBI BEIKA3aTh
MOEMY JPYT'y YBaKCHHE.

Kectpen Bcnbixnyna u yopasia noa3opHyro Tpyoy.

Ha cTene ux ObU10 Tpoe: uMIneparop, npuHil U jeau. OcTaabHble MPUIBOPHBIE COOPATUCH BO
BHYTPEHHEM JBOPE, BBICTPOMBILKCH IO 3BaHWIO. OHU CTOSJIM MO CTOMKE «CMHUPHO» M MOJIYAIIH.
MHorue u3 HUX 3Haju, 4TO TaKoe BoMHA. OCTaIbHBIE TyMaJd, YTO 3HAIOT.

A 3arem Kectpen ycnblmana, kKak U3BUBAIOIIEECS YEPHOE BOWCKO MPUOIU3UIIOCH. Tenepb oHa
MOIJIa pACCMOTPETH BO I'JIaBE€ KOJIOHHBI BCAJHUKA.

KecTtpen noka3zanoch, OyATO €e cepiie TPECHYJIO U U3 HEro BbUIYMHJIOCh HEUTO BO3AYILIHOE.
JlomkHO OBITh, C €€ OTIIOM Bce B mopsiake. ETo paHa He MOXeT ObITh Cephe3HOM, HHAYE €0 HeCIn
OBbI KO ABOPILY HA HOCHJIKAX.

Kectpen 3a0bu1a 0 TOM, 4TO JOCTOWHO, a 4TO HeT. OHa puHYIach BHU3 co cTeHbl. OHa Oexana
110 KAMEHHBIM CTYITEHSIM, CIIOTBIKAsICh O TIOJIOJ IJIaThsl, XBaTasACh 3a MEPUJIA U TPOKINHAS BBICOKUI
KaOJIyK Tyderb.

Kectpen BpuieTENna BO IBOP Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTIa MEAHBIE pora 3aurpaiu (aHdapsl
Bopora ykpenneHus pacnaxHyiauch, 1 0aTaabOH BOIIEI B 3aMOK.

['enepan Ben cBorw jomanp npsmo kK Kectpen. Kpbuiaroe onpylieHWe BHYTPH AEBYHIKH
yneryausiock. Jlumo ee otma Owuio cepbiM. lllupokas moBsizka, KoTopas 0OXBaThiBajla HHKHIOIO
4acTh €ro TYJOBUIIA, OKa3a1ach MPONUTAHA KPOBBIO.

['enepan octaHoBuA Jomans. baranboH mo3aan Hero He meBenuiics. CTEHBI TBOpa 3BEHEIU
TUILIMHOM.

KecTpen caenana mar Boepen.

— Her, — cxka3zan eit oren. Kectpen ocraHoBwiiach, U OH crnemmics. JleBymika ¢ 00JbiO
CMOTpeJa, KaKk MEJUIEHHO OH JiBuraercs. Ero ceo ObU1o n3Ma3aHo KPOBBIO.

Kectpen cHoBa xotena mpuban3uThes K Hemy. Kora oH BCTaHET Ha MOINCHYIO JIOPOTY, OHA
nonact eMy pyky. He ciumikom oueBugHO. Pa3zBe 1oub HE MOXKET MPOUTH TOI PyKy ¢ otioM? Ho
reHepain MOgHSIT JaJOHb.

KecTpen Bce paBHO mojionvia.

— I1o3B0JIb MHE TOMOUYb.

— He nmo3opp mens.

['eHepan ckazasl 3TH cl0Ba THUXO, CKBO3b CxKaTble 3yObl. MIX HUKTO Oosblie He ycanbimain. Ho
Kectpen uyBcTBOBana ce0s Tak, OyaATO UX YCIBILIAINA BCE, U KaXKIbIM U3 COOpaBIIMXCA 3HAI Bce O€3
OoCTaTka O HEW M ee OTIe, KOTOPhIM moBesl OaraiboH BO JiBopel, a KecTpen ocTaloch TOJBKO
CJIEIOBATh 34 HUM.
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OH oTKa3zaJycs OT JIEKapCTB.

— Mex 1y JIEKapCTBOM U SJIOM CJIHUILIKOM TOHKasi TpaHb, — CKa3aJj OH.

Yamka Obla B pyke jekaps, a He Kectpen, HO JieByllIka Bce paBHO OTpearupoBaia Tak, OyaTo
OOBUHUIIU €€.

— HuxkTo He cobupaeTcs Te0s TpaBUTh, — CKa3ajla OHa OTILY.

— OH umMeeT B By HE 3TO, — IporoBopui Bepekc.

Bce oOparunm B3mIsAbl Ha HEro, BKJIIOYAs MMIIEparopa, JUI0 KOTOPOTro MPUHSIIO TaKOe ke
BBIpXKEHUE, KaK korna Bepekc monnepxkan Kectpen Ha ctene. OnHaKo B I1a3ax UMIIEPATOPCKOTO
Bpaya SICHO YMTAJOCh yBaxkeHHE K npuHIy. Oten KecTtpen mpocTo mpuilypuiicss U ¢ U3HYPEHHBIM
BUJIOM OTKHMHYJICS Ha 3alITHAHHYIO KPOBBIO KpoBaThb. UTO BBIpa)kalio €€ COOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO,
KecTpen He 3Hana.

— [loutu Bce, 4TO UCLENSAET, TAKIKE MOKET IPUHECTH BPEJ... B 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT KOJIMYECTBA,
— npousHec Bepekc. — Jlaxe npu npaBUIbHOM J103€ T€HEPATy MOXKET HE TOHPABUTHCS MOOOUYHOE
TIIEVCTBHE.

— DTO0 BCEro JHIlb JIEKAPCTBO MPOTUB MH(MEKIHNH, — CKa3aid Bpad. — Kpome TOro, oHo
MTOMOKET BaM YCHYTb.
— Wmenno, — ckazan oren Kectpen. [1o Tomy, kak OH CMOTpes Ha 4Yalky, ObUIO SICHO, YTO

OH CIENAET, ECIIN €€ MOAANYT EMY EILE Pas.

— 41 10JKEeH IPOMBITH paHy.

— Mokere caenarth 3TO, MOKa sI B CO3HAHUH.

— Iloxanyiicra, oren, — npousHecia Kectpen. OH npourHopuposai ee.

— Crapsiii Ipyr, — cKa3zaJl UMIIepaTop, — ThHI Y)Ke ThICAUY pa3 MmokasbiBai ceds. Het Hyx bl B
3TOM YIIPSIMCTBE.

— Ero moxHO 3actaBuTh, — Ipeaioxkusl Bepekc. Bce mocMoTpenu Ha HETO € yKacoM.

— Tl BBIIBELIL 3TO, — CKa3al uMIepaTop reuepainy TpasHy. — S mpukasbiBaro.

Oren KecTpen B310XHYM:

— HenaBuxy, KOra MeHs MPEBOCXOIAT YUCICHHOCThIO, — CKa3aJl OH U BBIIIUJI JIEKAPCTBO.

3areMm reHepall MeJJIEHHO MOPTHYI U niepeBen B3 Ha Kectpen. JleBylika He 3Hama, X0TeN
OH 3arOBOPHUTH WJIU MPOCTO MMOCMOTPETH HA HEE, HE 3HAJA, YTO OH XOTEJ YBUIETh Wiu yBuaea. Ho
OHa 3aJieprKajia JIbIXxaHue B oxkujianuu ciosa. XKecra. XKecrta Oynet 10cTaTOYHO.

On 3akpsin r1a3a. Ero nuno 6yaro paccnadbunock. OH 3acHYIL.

KecTpen oco3Haiia, 4TO HUMKOIZA paHblle HE BHUAENA CBoero oruna crsumm. [louemy-To
MMEHHO 3TO 3aCTaBUJIO €€, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, PACILIAKAThCS.

— Bce He Tak cephe3HO, — MPOU3HEC MMIIEPATOpP, HO BBIPAKEHUS JIUIl Bpada U Bepekca
ropopuiin 00 oOpatHoM. — XBatuT. He Hago Goblie cies.

Hmnepatop npeasioxkui el HOCOBOM IIATOK, €r0 TOJ0C ObUT MATOK.

Bepekc orsen B3y,

Korma numneparop yien, Bpau ckaszan Kecrpeir:

— Bam ToXe HEe CTOUT OCTaBaThCs, MUJIEAU.

— A octaHych.



Bpau nmomsiTancs ckpeITh CBOE HETEPIIEINBOE HEOJOOpEHNUE.

— S1 He crany magarb B 0OMOpOK, — mpousHecia Kectpen, XoTs cama He MOJHOCTHIO Bepuia
B CBOE OO€ILIaHMUE.

— To1 He Oynenb Bo3paxkaTh, €CJIM sl TOKE ocTaHych? — crpocui ee Bepekc. HecmoTps Ha
MSITKOCTb €T0 BOIIpOca, MMEHHO 3THM BCE pelmiIoch. JIekaps IpUHSIICS 3a JIeJI0.

B Teuenune Bcero BpemeHu Bepekc pasroBapuBan ¢ Kectpen. OH omuchiBaa Ha3HAYEHUE
KaXJI0r0 MHCTPYMEHTA Bpaua U 00e33apa’kMBa0IIMe CBOMCTBA OMBIBAIOIIIETO PacTBOPA.

— PaHbl B ®KHUBOT ONACHBI, — T'OBOPHUJ OH, — HO KJIMHOK HE MOBPE/INII HUKAKHUE BHYTPEHHHUE
OpTraHBbl.

— Orkyna Th1 3Haenn? — caupocuna Kecrtpen.

— Wuade oH ObI y’Ke ObLT MEPTB, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI JIEKAPb.

Pana Ob1a niryOokoit 1 AyIuHHOM. Pa3pes oTKpbIBal pO30BbIE CJIOU IJIOTH U IOCTUTAI KEITOTO
cana. O0e33apaxuBaroliee CpeJCTBO Bpaya 3allMIeNo B paHe, U U3 Hee MOolia KPOBb.

Kectpen ucnpiTaia TOMHOTBOPHOE TOJOBOKpY:KeHHE. OHA MOHsJIA, YTO BCE-TaKU YMaJeT B
obmopok. Ho 3arem JneBylka B3ISHYJA Ha JIMIIO CBOETO CIISIIIETO OTIA W MoayMayia O TOM, KTO
BMECTO HE€ 3alUTUT €ro, MOKa OH 0e3 co3HaHus. OHa 3acTaBujIa CBOM IJ1a3a OCTaThCSl OTKPBHITHIMH,
Y HOTY — TBEPJO CTOSITh Ha MOJYy.

— CnumikoM rirybokas AJis BOB, — MPOOOPMOTAaIT JIeKaph.

— BwmecTo TOro 4troObl 3almBaTh, OH BJIOXHUT B HEE BIAKHYIO CTEPHJIBHYIO Mapio, —
o0Bsicuun Bepekc. — [lope3 OyaeT MeyieHHO 3aKUBaTh U3HYTpU. — ['0JI0C MTpUHIIA ObUT CHIIbHBIM
u yBepeHHbIM. OH oOpalliann MpayHble CJIOBa JieKapsi BO 4To-TO Oojiee oOHanaexuBaroiiee. — Ha
CaMOM JIeJi€ 3TO JIYUIIIMH CIoco0 U30exaTh 3apakeHUs, TOTOMY UTO paHy HYHO OyJIeT €KEIHEBHO
MIPOMBIBATh.

Bpau Gpocuit Ha Hero KOCOW B3IJISI.

— He aymaro, 4T0 MHE HYXKHBI KOMMEHTApHUU.

Ho Kectpen onu Obutn HyXHBI, U Bepekc 3Han 3T0.

Korma Bce ObUTO chenaHo, 3acoXinas KpOBb CMbITa, a paHa CIpsTaHa IMOJ MOJ0CaMu OMHTOB,
Kectpen nmokazanock, 4To €€ OTel[ CTaJl ONHOBPEMEHHO U OOJIbllle, U MEHbIIIE, YeM OHa KOrja-indo
ero Bujaena. Ero numo Bcerma Obuio OyaTo BbiceueHO u3 kKamHsA. Celyac OHO CMSITUHIIOCH.
MopHHKY y YroJIKOB IJ1a3 paclpaBINCh U ObUTH OebIiMU, Oy/ITO mpaMbl. B CBETI0-KallIraHOBbIX
BOJIOcax He ObUI0 HU ciena ceauHbl. Korna Kectpen poaunacs, renepain Obut Mmosion. U ceiiuac ero
HUKTO HE Ha3Baj Obl cTapbiM. Ho B 3TOI KOMHATE OH Ka3ajcsi APEBHUM.

Bpau ymen, Ho moo6Geran, 94To ckopo BepHeTcsa. Bepekc mpuHec cTyi, uToosl KecTpen Moria
CUJETh Yy MOCTEeNH OTiHa. Temeps MPUHI] CHOBAa YyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi HenoBko. OH ermie Oosblme
cropouicst 1 cupocuii, octaTbes i ¢ Kectpen ere.

JleByllika rmokayaja rojoBOu.

— Ho... cmacu6o te6e. Cnacu6o, 9T0 MOMOT MHE.

Bepekc yneiOHynca. B ero ymeioke Obuio uto-to yauBieHHoe. KecTpen momymana, 4To,
HaBEPHOE, OH HE MPUBBIK, YTOOBI €T0 OJIaroJapuiu.

A 3areM OHa ocTajlach C OTIOM HaeauHe. Ero nprxanuve ObU10 MEIJICHHBIM U poBHbIM. OnHA
pyKa jexana cOOKY JIaJIOHbIO BBEPX, a MaJbIbl ObUIN CJIETKA CHKATHI.

Kectpen He Morna BCIOMHUTH, KOTJAa B MOCJIEIHUIN pa3 Jepkana ero 3a pyky. Korma Obiia
pebenkom? JlomxHa e oHa ObLTa IepkKaThCs C HUM 3a PYKH XOTh KOT/Aa-To.

Ona nmomeuia, a 3aTeéM BJIOXHWJA CBOIO JaJoHb B ero. Jpyroi pykoi Kectpen 3akppuia ero
0€3BOJIbHBIC MMAJIBIBI, ClI€JIaB TaK, YTOOBI OHU CHKAJIU €€ JIaJIOHb.
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OH mnpocHyics nocpeayd Houd. Jlamma Oblia mpuTyiieHa. Beku reHepana mpUIOAHSINCH, U
maza OynecHyn B ciiaboM cBere. l'enepan otkpeul ux nmpe. O yBumen Kectpen, HO He
VABIOHYJICS, HE COBCEM, OJHaKo U3rub ero ryd nsMmenusics. Ero pyka cxkana nangons Kecrpen.

— Oren. — KecTpen xoTena cka3arb 00Jibllle, HO TeHepall Ha MTHOBEHUE MPUKPHLUT I1a3a, KaK
Oy/ATO XOTEJ CKa3aTh «HET», HO €My HE XBaTaJIO CUJI MOKa4aTh rojaoBoi. OH THXO MPOU3HEC:

— Hnorna s 3a0bBaro, 4YTO THI HE COJIJIAT.

OH nyman o TOM, Kak BbeXajl BO JIBOp 3aMmka U kak Kectpen mpuBeTcTBOBasa ero. JleByika
CKazajia pOBHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— ToI cunTaenb, 4TO 5 HE 3HAIO, KaK BECTH ce0s ¢ TOOOM.

MrHoBeHHE OH MOJIYaJl.

— Moxet ObITh, 3TO 51 HE 3Ha. — OH cHoBa 3aMoiyai, u Kectpen nmogymana, 4Tto 00Jblie
OH HUYETO HE CKa)XeT, HO 3aT€M OH CHOBA 3aroBOpuJ: — TOJBKO MOCMOTPHU, KaK ThI BeIpocia. S
MIOMHIO TOT JIEHb, KOT/Ia Thl poAuaack. Sl Mor ynepxarb Te0st oqHOM pykoil. Thl ObUTa JTy4IIUM, YTO
CYILIECTBOBAIO B MUpE. CaMbIM IIEHHBIM.

«A ceifdac 3To yxe He Tak?» xorena crpocuTh Kectpesn. Ho BMecTo 3Toro oHa mpoienTana:

— Pacckaxu MHe, Kakoil s Obla.

— Jlaxe Toraa y Te0st ObLIIO cep/ilie BOMHA.

— 5] ObUTa MITAZIEHIIEM.

— Bce paBno. TsI nnakana tak spocTHO. C TaKOW CUIION CKMMajla MOW Majel.

— Bce muajieH1Ibl TJIaYyT U KPEMKO XBaTaloT 3a YTO-TO.

['eHepan BBIMYCTUII €€ PYKY, YTOOBI MOAHSATH CBOIO M MPOBECTU KOCTSIIKAMH MAJIBIIEB MO €€
IIeKeE.

— He Tak, Kak ThbI.
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OH cHoBa 3acHyil1. Korga Ha pacceTe mpuiies Bpad, YToObl TPOMBITh paHy, 00k pa3Oyauia
ero.

— Eme? — cnpocun Bpad, KMBHYB Ha IYCTYI 4HalKy u3-nofn JekapctBa. Oren Kecrtpen
Opocusl emy MpauHblid B3I, Korma snekapb CHOBa ymien, reHepal norep mia3za. Ero numo Obuio
0OpIO3TIIMM OT OOJIH.

— CKOJIBKO BpEMEHHU s crian?

— OKOJIO YeThIpeX 4acoB MOCJE TOro, Kak Bpady B MEPBBIA pa3 MpoMbLT TBOIO pany. [locie
TOT0 Kak MPOCKINAaJCs, ellle yaca TPpHU.

I'enepan Haxmypuics.

— S npockmancs nocpeau Houn?

— Jla, — HacTopoxeHHO oTBeTWsa KecTpen, Hanparumce, OyATO nepe yaapoM.

— $1... roBopu 4TO-HUOY b, YETO HE CIEAOBATIO?

KecTpen noHsia, 4To OH HE MIOMHUII HA TOTO, KaK MPOCHIAJICS, HA PAa3roBOpa, KOTOPBIA Y HUX
npousoiiena. OHa Tenmepb HE 3HANIa, HACKOJBKO MCKPEHHUMHM ObLTM ero ciosa. [laxke eciu oH
JAEMCTBUTENBHO TyMall TakK, COOMPAJICS JIU TOBOPUTH 3TO BCIIYX?

Benpb oH TOr1a HaXOAUJICS IO/ OJyPMAaHUBAIOIIMM JIEHCTBUEM JIEKapCTBa.



N3 mope3sa, koTopsiii KecTpen He ycnena 3aKpbiTh, TPOCOYMIIACH IMOIHUS.
— Her, — oTBeTni1a oOHa 0TIy, — HE TOBOPUJI.
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ApuH OuHyICS OT TOro, 4YyTo €ro Opocwyin Ha 4To-TO TBepaoe. OT ymapa TOJOBBI O
MOBEPXHOCTh MHP IPEBPATUIICS B CTPaHHBIA Ma3j, COCTOSMMN M3 HeOa, KaMHS U BOHABL 3arem
Nepe.l Nia3aMu y HEro MPOSICHUIOCh, M OH TOHSUI, YTO JIEKUT HAa KAMEHHOM Npuyaie. Myx4yuHa ¢
JUILOM-YEPENOM COIleNl C Y3KOM JIOAKHU, KoTopas Obula mpuBaA3aHa K npudany. OH 4TO-TO
npobopmoTal.

— Yro ThI cKa3an? — npoxpuren ApuH.

Myx4nHa HarHyJCsA U IBAKIbI HEKHO LUTETHYJ APHUHA MO IIEKE.

— Yrto MHEe OBl IPUTOAUIIACH TEIEXKKA.

Kyna Ob1 HU Jiexan ux myTb, ApUH XOTeJl UATH CaM.

— Ilpou3sonwia onmoka.

— Uyxke3emuaMm 3anpenieHo nosiBisATbes B Jlakpe. Thl Hapynmi 3aKOH, NMPHEXaB B MOKO
cTpany. Tebe nmpuaercs 3a 3TO 3aIIATUTb.

— IlpocTo nait MHE OOBACHUTH, 3aUEM...

— O, npu4uHBL Y BCEX €CTh CBOU NPUYMHBL. TBOM MHE HE UHTEPECHBI.

Boctounplii My)KunMHa ycTaBWICS Ha ApwWHA, W, XOTs €ro Ija3a He OBbUIM TMOBPEXKICHBI,
BBIIEP)KATh €ro B3IVISAJ OKa3aloCh HEJNETrKo. ApPHH BCIHOMHHIJ, Kak BHJIEl €ro B TEYEHUE
HECKOJIbKMX MHUHYT B l'epane. Kak BocTtouHoro paba, MpearpUHSBIIETO MOOET, TallMiId MHUMO
JOpOTH, KOTOPYIO ApHHA 3aCTaBUIU MOCTUTh. CBEpKHYII BaJOPUAHCKUM KUHXKal. ApuH 00pyran
cBOMX X034€B. Ero n3ounu. JInio Myk4rHbl ObLIO LIEJIBIM, a 3aTEM CTAJI0 U3YPOJAOBAHHBIM.

— TsI cHOBa Oexain, — npousHec ApuH. — Thl 0cBOOOAMIICS.

Myx4nHa BBIIPSMUIICS U TIOCMOTpPEI Ha ApHHA ¢ BBICOTHI CBOETO POCTA.

— TsI qymaenis, 4TO B TOT AE€HB YTO-TO JJII MEHS ClIEIIan?

— Her.

— Xopomo. [Toromy 4uTo, Kak s cuuTar, TeOe HPAaBUIUCHh TBOM MM, MAaJICHbKUM TepaHell.
Nuaue Th1 ObI cpaxascs A0 mociaeaHero. Trl Obl BRIMIISIAET TaK K€, KakK U S1.

OH Har"yiacs W yXBaTUJICS 3a BEPEBKH, KOTOpbIE OOBUBANM TPpylb ApUHA, U TOT MOHSJI, YTO
MY>KUMHA COOMPAETCS €ro TAIMTh.

— Jlaii MHE UATH CaMOMYy.

— Xopoto.

Takoe nerkoe comracue youBWIO ApPHHA, HO 3aT€M MY)KYMHA JOCTAI U3 MEIIKA, KOTOPBIM
BHCEJI Y HETrO Ha Iuiede, KuHxan Kectpen, pa3pe3an BepeBKHU, CTSITUBABIINE JIOABDKKU ApUHA, U C
yABIOKOM Ha HETO MOCMOTpE.

Tonbko Teneps ApUH O0CO3HAJN, YTO COBEPILICHHO HE YYBCTBYET CBOMX CTymHEW. Berars Oyner
HernpocTo. [lepcniekTrBa uaTH caMoMy OOJIbIle HE Ka3alach eMy TaKOW MPUSITHOM.

Pyku Apuna ObUiu CBsi3aHBI criepeAu B 3armscThsix. Ellle onHa BepeBka 0OBMBaja BEPXHIOK
4acTh €r0 TYJOBHUIIA U TJIEYU. APUH PELIAII CUATATh 3TO Pa3yMHBIM IPOSIBIEHUEM YBAKEHHS MTOCIIE
TOr0, KaK OH Haraja Ha TIOPEMHOTO CTPa)KHUKA.

BocTo4HbIl My)XUYHHA [TO-IIPEKHEMY CMOTPEN Ha HErO ¢ HACMENIKOM.

N3BuBasich, Kak 4epBb, ApUH CyMell BcTarh Ha KojieHU. [logussics na Horu. 1 uyTh ObUTO HE

ymadi.
B ero ctynmHu BOTKHYIIACh ThICAYa KPOUIEYHBIX HOXKEM. APUH Kadyaycsi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.



OH CcHOBa 3aMeTHJI B PyK€ BOCTOYHOrO xuteisd KuHxkain Kecrpen. BHe3anmHo OH pa3o3muiics Ha
JEBYILIKY, Oy/ITO 3TO OHA OTpaBHJa €r0 HAPKOTHKOM, CBSi3alia, CMOTpeEsa, KaK OH IBITAJICA UATH U
HE MOT.

ApuH 710 00JIM C3Kall 3yObl M CEJal Iar.

JlakpaHel cka3all 4TO-TO Ha CBOEM SI3BIKE.

— Yt0? — crnpocui ApuH U clienan emie ofuH 3areraronmiica mar. OH COTHyl o0e pykKu B
JIOKTSX, TOJHSAB CBS3aHHBIE 3aISICThA. Tak eMy ObLIO Jierye JAeparb paBHOBeCHE. APUH HaIpsr
najblbl — C HAUMHU ObUIO Bce B mopszke. OH MOr CXUMarb U pa3kKuUMarb JaJOHH. — YTO ThI
ckazain?

— Huuero.

— 41 Xo4y 3HaTH, UTO THI CKA3AI.

— Torna Belyun MOU SI3BIK.

My>xunna Obu1 pazapaxeHn. O4eBUIHO, TEM, YTO CKa3all, oka ApuUH IbITalics uatu. Jakpanen
OITYCTHJI B3IJISIA U OTKPBUI CYMKY, UTOOBI yOpaTh B Hee kuHxkan Kecrtpen.

ApUH BUIEN BO3MOKHOCTb, KOTJIa OHA IEpe] HUM IIPEACTaBaIA.

OH H30 Bcel CUJIbI Bpe3aJiCsl B MY)KUMHY IIJICYOM, TaK 4TO OHU 00a pyxHynu. Kunxan ymnan Ha
KaMeHb. My)KUrHa TBITAJICS CTOJIKHYTH C ce0s1 AprHa, HO TOT yIapui JaKpaHIla KOJICHOM B KMBOT
U TIepEKaTUIICA, YTOOBI OTSHYTHCS 10 KUHKAaA.

[To3xe ApuH 0CcO3HaI, HACKOJBKO €My MoBe3sio. Ho B TOT MOMEHT OH He JtyMall BOOOIIE HU O
yem. Kunkan OblT y HEro B pyKax, OH MOBEPHY/I €ro, 4ToObl B3AThCS 3a pyKosATb. OCTpoe Kak
OpHUTBa JIe3BME PACCEKIIO BEPEBKHU Ha 3aMACTbSX.

Jakpanen 3agpIxajicss Ha 3€MJI€, XBarasich 3a >KMBOT. APUH HAaBUC HaJ HUM W HE MOT
BCIIOMHUTbH, KOT/Ia M KaK OH MOAHsUICS Ha HOrH. Korna ycnen copBarh BEpEBKHU, KOTOpPbIE OOBUBAIN
ero rpyas? OHM JIe)kanu B Kyde Ha npuyaie. ApMH ycTaBWICS Ha HUX. Ha HUX M Ha MyX4uHY,
KOTOPBIM TaK K€ CMOTPEJI Ha HETO.

Hert, neno 6p1u10 B Ipyrom.

Ha camom nene gakpanen cMoTpen He Ha ApHHa, a eMY 32 IJIEYO.

ApuH oOepHYICS W B MEPBBbIM pa3 oOparwy BHMMaHWE HA TO, TA€ HAXOAWJICS: 3TO ObLI
0O0JIBITION OCTPOB NOCPEAN peku. BennuecTBeHHBIN Mpuyall ObLT OKPYKEH HU3KOW 3y0uaToi CTEeHOM
MOJTYIpo3payHoro kaMHs. OTcroga Bena Tpoma K 3aMKy € KPYTBIMH CKAaraMu KpbIII U CTEHAMH,
KOTOpPBIE CBEPKaJIH, KaK CTEKIIO.

Ho npuyan, Tpona u 3aMOK HE UMEIN 3HAYCHUS.

3HayeHHe UMeENU PsAbl 00JIaYeHHBIX B O€JI0€ CTPAaXHHUKOB, KOTOPHIE LEIUINCh B ApUHA U3
HEOOJIBIIIMX 3aPSKEHHBIX apOaJIeTOB.

— Xopomo, — cka3zayn 4esnoBek-depen. OH NOOHSAICA W HPOTSHYI PYKY 3a KHHXKAJIOM
Kecrpen.

ApwuH nipe3upait ceds 3a To, ¢ KaKOW HEOXOTON KaXKbIi pa3 ero oTAaBal.

MyxunHa 3a0pan KJIUHOK.

— Xopoto.

Y npydyeHHbId, ApuH IpoOOpPMOTAI:

— ThI 3TO YK€ rOBOPUIL.

Hauvasncs noxnap. Jakpanen cmotpen Ha AprHa 4epes IpKO-Cepyro MENEHY.

— Her. f cka3zain 310 panblie, KOrjaa Tl BCTal U MOLLIEN.
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3aMOK Kazalcid CTEKJISHHBIM TOTOMY, 4YTO OBUT TMOCTPOEH W3 TOTO CTPAHHOTO
MOJyNnpo3paqyHoro kamHsA. CKBO3b JOXKAEBYKO 3aBeCy ApPHUH BHUIEI TEMHBIE CHIIY3ThI JIHONIEH,
KOTOpBIE IEPEMENIATIUCH 3a €ro cTeHaMu. Ho npyrue cuityaThl, Ka3anoch, 3aMEPJIM B CAMOM KaMHE.

ApUH cTEp PYKOU KaIlH C TJIas3.

— 3/1€Ch TOCTOSIHHO TaK JOXJIUBO?

— Ilomoxnam nera, — orBeTWsl nakpaHel. — CTaHOBUTCS TaK »KapKO, YTO HEKOTOPBHIE W3
TOPOJCKMX KaHAJIOB MEPECHIXAIOT, U MBI MOYKEM XOAMTH [0 HUM, KaK 110 Joporam. Torma 1o g0 a0
HA4YMHAECIIb CKY4aTh.

— JleToM MeHs 371eCh y)Ke He OyJerT.

Ero cobecenHnk HU4YEeTro HE OTBETHUIIL.

Korna onu mpoxoauiiv yepe3 IBOPILIOBbIE BOPOTA, APUH TMOMBITAJICSA PA3MISAETh, YTO OBLIO
BHYTPHU CTECHBI.

— Jr10... cTaryn?

— Meprensl. — Korna miaza ApyuHa U3yMJIE€HHO METHYIMCH K JTJAKPAHIY, TOT OOBSICHUIT: —
Haum npeaxu. Jla, st 3Ha10, 4TO HEKOTOPBIE HAPOABI CKUTAIOT TEJIa CBOMX JTIOOMMBIX HIIH OpOCarOT
ux B siMy B 3emiie. Ho Jlakpa — niuBunn3oBaHHas CTpaHa.

OHu BONIUIM B 3aMOK. ApUH ObUT TaKUM MOKPBIM, OyITO Ha HETO BCE €lle JIMJICS JTOXIb. B
OOTHHKAX XJIoNajga Boja. BHYTpH ABOpIla HEKOTOPHIE CTEHBI ObLIU CIEIAHBI U3 IETBHOIO OEJ0ro
MpaMopa, Ipyrde U3 CTEKJIOBUAHOTO KamHA. DP(EKT MOTy4dusics ToJIOBOKPYKUTENIbHBIA. ApPHUH
MOHSJI, UTO C TPYAOM MOKET CYAUTH O pa3zMmepe u popmax mpeaMeToB.

— Hy... — ckazan gakpanen. — [ 1€ XpaHATCS yMEPIIME YWICHBI TBOEH CEMbU?

— S He 3Haro, e OHU, — KOpPOTKO OTBeTWSl ApuH. Ero cobeceqnuk 3amonyain, 1 ApuHy
CTaJo HEJIOBKO M o0uaHo. OH cmpocun ceds, Korga OH IEepecTaHeT NEIUTHCS TEM, YeM He
cie1oBaio Obl. DTO AypHOE MPUCTPACTHUE.

Bce nHavanock ¢ Hee. OH MOT MOKJISICTBCS, YTO BCE HAYAJIOCh C HEE.

— 3emuisi, — cKa3all ApHUH, XOTS OH TaK M HE Yy3HAJI, YTO CTAJIO C TEJIAaMU €ro POAUTENEN U
cecTpbl. — MBI XOpPOHHM CBOMX YMEPIIMX, KaK, s YBEPEH, Thl 3HACIb, Pa3 Thl )KUJI B MOEH CTpPaHE
JOCTATOYHO JOJITO, YTOOBI BEIYYUTh HAIII SI3BIK.

JlakpaHen He MpU3HAI 3TOro, Kak M TOr0, 4YTO OH MOI MPOCTO NOACTpeKarb ApuHa
BOIIPOCAMU, OTBETHI HA KOTOPBIE 3HAJ. DTO elle 0O0JbIIE Pa303aIniio ApuHa.

— Tl HE MHOTUM IUBUJIN30BAHHEN MEHS.

— Ter mpocuit uatu camomy. M BOT, ThI naens cam. ToI Tpocui pa3roBopa ¢ KoposieBoit. 1 Tbl
IOTOBOPUIIB C HEU. Thl HAPYILIMII HAIl 3aKOH TPUKIBL...

— Tpuxab1?

MyxunHa cTaji 3arudaTh Najbllbl, HAYaB C MU3UHIIA.

— To1 nponuk B Hauty ctpany. C To00i#1 ObUIO Opykue Hallero Bpara. M Tel Haman Ha 4iieHa

KOPOJIEBCKON CeMbU. — APHUH HEJIOYMEHHO YCTAaBWJICS HA Hero. MyKurWHa MEJJIEHHO YIBIOHYIICS.
— Ho MBI ObUIH BEXKIIMBBI, — CKa3aJ OH.
— K10 TBI?

Myx4urHa Bel €ro Mo KOPUA0PY, CTEHbI KOTOPOro MOKPHIBAIN POCIUCH Pa3MEPOM C JaJOHb.

— Croii. — ApUH yXBaTWJI MYKYMHY 32 PYKY.

JakpaHen omycThJI B3IVISA HA JIAJIOHb ApHHA, BUENHUBIIYIOCS B €70 PYKY, 3aT€M ITOCMOTPEI Ha
ApuHa Tak, 4TO TOT pa3»xaj HaiabIbl.

— He mosioxeHo Takke MpuKacarbCs K WIEHY KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbU. DTO HE TaKOW TSKEJIbIN



MPOCTYIOK, KaK HamaJieHue, HO Bce xe. S He 3Haro, 4To MOs cecTpa coOUpaeTCsa ¢ TOOOU NesarTh.
Koponesa enBa 11 MOXKET IPUTOBOPUTD YEIOBEKA K CMEPTH 0OJIbIIe OJHOTO pasa.

— TBos cectpa?

— TBoe mocneaHee ockOpOJIEHUE BIIEUET MEHbIIEE HAaKa3aHHWE, HO s HE JyMaro, 4YTO U OHO
TeOe MOHPaBUTCSI.

ApHH OCTaHOBUJICS, JIUIIIL CMYTHO OCO3HAaBas, YTO OHU BCTYIHUJIM B 3aJ1 C BRICOKUMU CBOJIAMH.

— Ho ecnu TbI OpaT KOpOJIEBbI, 3HAYUT, Thl U Opat Pumm.

JlakpaHel TOKe OCTaHOBUJICS.

— Punm?

Kakas-To Tuxasi 3Heprus, HapuBiias B 3TOM 3aJie, HE TO3BOJIWJIa ApUHY CKa3aTh YTO-TO EIIE.

OT0 ObUIa HACTOPOKEHHOCTh. bAUTENbHBIEC B3TIISAIBI CTPAXKHU.

DTO OBUIO )KECTKOE BBIpAXKEHHUE JIMIA MOJIONION KOPOJIEBBI, KOTOpasi CMOTpeJia Ha ApUHA Tak,
OyITO yXe IPUTroBOpHUIIa €T0 K CMEPTH.
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— He npousHocu 60mbIie 3TO UM, — MPOOOPMOTAT YeJIOBEK-4epen ApUHY.

Koponesa 3amana pe3kuit Borpoc. OTBeT ee Opara ObLI MEJICHHBIM, 3amyTaHHbIM. OH ObLI
oTMeueH nay3aMmu. Kaxias nays3a qaBaja »KW3Hb HOBOMY TOHY rojoca.

Jlox1b, JOJDKHO OBITh, mpekparuiics. OCTpOBEpXWM IMOTOJIOK, CHEJIaHHBII M3 TOrO K€
MPO3paYHOTO KaMHSI, 3aCBEpPKaJl B HEOXKHUIAaHHO TOSBUBIIIEMCS COTHIIe. KoMHAaTy 3aoaHWIN OJIUKH
cBeTa. ApuH HaOIIOan 3a T€M, Kak M3MEHsUIOCh JIMIIO KOPOJEBbI, MOKa roBopus ee Opar. Ee
YEpHBIC I71a3a, MOABEIACHHBIC 3aMBbICIIOBAaTHIMU LBETHBIMU y30paMmu, Cy3wincb. OHa mpepBaina
MY>KUHHY.

— Ceityac s Oymy MepeBOMYMKOM, — OOpaTuiicAd JakpaHel K ApuHy, — U TeOe CTOUT
HaJIEATHCS, YTO 51 HE Oyay JraTh.

Koponesa 3aroBopuina:

— BBl Hapynmim Tpu HammMX 3aKOHa, — IIPU 3TOM €€ Opar mpepBajl CBOM MEpeBOj, YTOOBI
MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBATh YETHIPE Tajiblla, — U TOJBKO Hallle JIOOOMBITCTBO COXpPAHSET BaM >KU3Hb.
Y I0OBIETBOPUTE €TO.

— Y MEHS €CTh IPEIOKEHUE... — HAYAl ApPHUH.

— Her, — npepBan ero myxunHa. — Haumnaii He ¢ 3TOro. MBI Ja’k€ HE 3HAEM TBOETC
UMEHHU.

W ApuH npenctaBuiics, yIOMSHYB U CBOW YHH.

— I'yOepHaTop — BaJlOpHAaHCKUM TUTYJ, — 3aMeTUIIa KopoJieBa. — Brl BanopuaHeil.

®paza ynapuia ApruHa no 00JIbHOMY.

— BrBI1 HE MOXeTE 3TOro oTpHuark, — CcKa3zajia Kopojesa. — MebI ciplmanu o Bac. ['epanen
ApWH, KOTOPBIA OJHAX/IBl YKYCHJI XO35I€B 3a IISTKU, HO YK€ CHOBA YCHEJ CTATh PYYHOM ICUHOM.
Pa3Be BbI HE MOKISUINCHh UMIIEPATOPY B BEPHOCTHU ?

— Cenyac s Hapywaro 3Ty KIATBY.

— BBI ¢ Takoil e JErKkoCThI0 HAPYIIAETE BCE KIISITBBI, KOTOPBIE JaeTe?

— A BBI paJii CBOET0 Hapoja MOCTYNUIIN Obl HHAUE?

— S He cobuparoch ATO MEPEBOAUTH, — CKazall ApUHY YEJIOBEK-Yepern. — ITO OCKOpOIeHuE.
Heyxenu Tebe KuTh Hanoeno?

Koponesa ¢ Herepnenuem mnepebuinia ero. OHa mpukazana ApuUHY OOBSCHHUTH, KaK y HEro
OKa3aJICs BAJIOPUAHCKUI KUHKAJL.

— DTO HallOMUHAHUE, — OTBETWJI ApHH.

— O uem?

— O Tex Bellax, KOTOphIE s TPE3Upalo.

Koponera 3agymanack. Ee nuiio ObU1o OYeHb MOXOKMM Ha JUIO Puim, HO Oojiee XyIabIM.
['nsi1s1 HAa Hee, ApUH BCIIOMHMJI O CBOEM BOCXHUILIEHUU €€ MJAIeil cecTpoi, KOTopoe o0pelt mociie
TOro, Kak TeHCEeH OTKpbUI €My, KTO Takast Mosib. ApUH CKa3as KOPOJIEBE:

— 1 3Hato0, 4TO Bala cTpaHa MHOro€ InepeHecna. S 3Haro, 4TO MOS CIUILKOM Maja, YTOObI B
OJIMHOYKY MPOTUBOCTOSATh UMIIepun. Eciau Obl y MEHs ObLT BEIOOP MEX]Iy UMIIEpUEH U BOCTOKOM,
TO 51 Ob1 BeIOpaJ Bac. [1o3BonbTe ['epany cTaTh BallliM COIO3HUKOM.

KoposieBa ckioHuIa rojiopy Ha OOK.

— 3a4eM Bbl Ham?

— Ilo3BoaBTE HAM CpakaThCA 3a Bac.



— Pa3ymeercsd, B3aM€H Ha TO, YTO MBI 3alMTUM Balll MAJIEHbKUN NOJYOCTpPOB. Kak ckazamm
BBl caMH, [ epaH — cTpaHa ManeHbKas. Bamm cosmarel e1Ba v yBeauyar HalM Bovicka. Heyxenn
BbI XOTUTE, YTOOBI BaIllM JIOAU CTaIM MylieuHbIM MsicoM? Ho maxke eciam Obl XOTeNH, Kak ObI 3TO
cpaboTano? MslI 1a’ke TOBOPUM Ha Pa3HBIX SI3bIKAX.

— MbI BBIydrM Ball A3bIK.

Koponesa ¢ coMHeHuEM MOIHsIIA OPOBb.

— S noxaxxy BaM 3T0, — CKa3zayn ApHH.

— Xotena Obl 1 TOCMOTPETh, KaK BbI MBITAETECH.

— Xopomio, — OTBETUJ APHH, UCIIOJb3ysl €AUHCTBEHHOE 3HAKOMOE €MY AAKPAaHCKOE CJIOBO.
CnoBo, KOTOPOE YCHBIIIAI OT YEIOBEKA-Yepena Ha MPUCTAHMU.

VYnuBnenue KoposeBsl ObUI0 oueBUAHBIM. HO OHA He ybIOHYNACh, a €€ MOCIeAYIONMEe CIoBa
3acTaBUIIM ApHHA 3ayMaThCsl, HE HAHEC JIM OH €il TOJIbKO UTO TITyOOKOEe OCKOpOJIEeHHE.

— JlaBaiiTe nepeiaeM, — NPOU3HECITA OHA, — K BOIIPOCY BAILETO HAKA3AHUS.
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3a HOIIEHUE BPaXKECKOTO OPYXKHUs ApUHY OBLIO 3aMpenieHO UMETh BOOOIIE KaKkoe-I1oo.

3a TpOHUKHOBEHUE HAa TEPPUTOPHIO J[akpbl ApUHY 3alpeiiaioch NOKUAATH €€.

Yro e Kacaiaoch ero npecTyrieHus npotus Poiapa, 6pata KOpoJeBbl, TO TOT MOTYYUI IIPABO
Ha3HAYMTh €rO CaM.

— S yObro TeOst mo3xke, — ckazan Pomap ApuHy, OTBEsS TOTO B BBIJICICHHYIO €My KOMHATY.
— MHe Hy»XHO BpeMsl pellUTh, KaKO crioco0 Jydile.

ApUH MOCMOTpEN HA HEr0. YBEUbs MPAKTUYECKU YHUUTOKHUIIU JIFOOOE CXOACTBO ¢ Purmoit uiu
KOPOJIEBOM, €CJIN Takoe ObU10. Pomap, 10mkHO ObITh, YIOBWII 3HaYeHUE B3siAa ApuHa. To, kKak oH
M3y4all ero Juno. Pomap yXMbpuibHYIICS.

— A MOXeT, 1 HaliJly HaKa3aHue Jy4lle, YeM CMEPTb.

ApUYH OTBeJI B3I,

Pomap npuHsiics JocTaBaTh U3 HAIUIEYHON CYMKH B ApHUHA — 3a UCKIIOYEHHEM KHUHXKaja
— W CKJIaJIbIBaTh UX Ha cToJ. Ena, Boaa, oxexna.

— UYto0 310? — VY Pomapa B pykax ObUl MEIIOYEK, HATIOJIHEHHBII MOTKAMHU HUTOK.

— Jlng numThs.

Pomap Opocuit Memouek Ha CTOJI U TOCMOTPEIT Ha Belli AprHA Tak, OyATO OHU MOTJIA BHECTH
SCHOCTb B TPYIHBIN BOITPOC.

— TslI poenan JOATUNA NYTh.

— Jla.

— Bcro gopory u3 umnepckod cronuibl. — Pomap tuxo crnpocuin: — C Moed miaieit
CECTpPOi1 BCce B OpAJIKE?

— Jla. OHa...

— 41 He X04y rOBOPUTH O HEU. S MPOCTO XOTEN y3HATH, KaK OHA.

— D10 ee Bbl 00CYK1aJu C KOPOJIEBOW Ccpa3y MOCIE TOro, Kak Mbl BOIIUIH B TOT 3aJ1?

Pomap mocmotpen Ha AprHa, Kak Ha CyMacIlieAIIero.

— KoneuHo, HeT.

— Torga 4To ThI Tak JOJITO paccKa3blBall KOPOJIEBE?

— TBowu npectymieHus. B Menpuaiiiimx noapoOHOCTSIX.

— Hert, — Bo3pa3un ApuH, — 3By4ajo KaKk UCTOpHS.



Pomap menkuyn nanapiieM mo Quisire BOAbI.

— BuHo, ThI HUYETO HE 3HaCIlb O Halllel CTpaHe, pa3 mo3a00THIICS B3ATh 3TO.

— Ilouemy ThI HE TOBOPHILIL MHE, YTO €/ paccka3ai?

Pomap npoomxun packauuBath QIsry, moaTaakuBas ee naibiieM. OH MeUIEHHO MPOU3HEC:

— Moxer, s U pacckasbiBall UCTOpUIO. MoxeT, oHa OblIa O JIByX pabax B JajeKod cCTpaHe, O
TOM, KaK OJINH IMOMOT JIpyTOMY.

— Ho 3710 He Taxk.

ApWH CHOBa BCIIOMHMJI TOT ciiydar. OH O4yBCTBOBAJ BKYC TPS3U BO PTY, OLIYTHJI TPABUU MO
mekor. OH ycnblmaln Kpuky. Mcnsiran cToia.

— TslI cnac MmeHs, — ckazan Pomap.

ApuH mnipuien B 3aMmenareascTBo. CHavyana oH moayMmall, uTo 3To ObUT capka3Mm. Ho B ronoce
Pomapa Oynro OyieBano Kakoe-TO CHiibHOE jkesnaHue. OH BCIIOMHMHAJ, 4YTO TOLJAa MPOU30LUI0?
MoseT, OH MpPEeACTaBIA], YTO BAJOPUAHCKUU HOX HHUKOIJIa He pe3an ero juma. dantasus.
Hctopust co cHaCTAMBBIM KOHIIOM.

— MHe xanb, — 0cTOp0kKHO ckazan ApuH. — S nerrancs. Ho st He MOT HUYEro cienars.

— Her, T61 cMmor. ThI ciac BO MHE YTO-TO, YTO ITIOMOTJIO MHE CHOBA PEIIMTHCS HA MOOET.
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— S xouy, 4TOOBI THI KOS-UTO JIJIT MEHS cleiajia, — cka3ai otel Kecrpern.

[lepBoBecennuit qeHbp MuHOBaN. KecTpen nporycTtuia 00IbIIMHCTBO MPa3AHECTB, YTOOBI ObITH
C OTIIOM B €ro KOMHarax KaxJIbplil neHb. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHa cieiajia, TaKk 3TO IOCeTusa
CUPOTCKUH MNPUIOT. [[eTh ¢ COMHEHHEM CMOTpEJIH Ha SPKUX BO3AYIIHBIX 3MEEB, KOTOPHIX OHA
npeasiarana.

— OHM HEenmpaBUJIBHOTO 1[BETA, — 3asiBUJIa MAJIEHbKAS JE€BOYKA. — Sl XOUy UEpHOTO 3Mesl.

[To3xxe Bepekc mpocMOTpeI1 OCTaTKH.

— Mo’HO MHE OCTaBUTH OJHOTO?

OH MOJHSUT PO30BO-3€JIEHOTO 3MeEs.

— D10 MOt MIOOUMBIN, — mpousHec oH. Kectpen yiapiOHymach.

Celiuac oHa HACTOPOKEHHO CMOTpEJa Ha CBOETO OTIIa, Jexamero B nocrend. OHa kaaia, o
YEeM OH TOIMPOCHUT.

— 41 xouy, 4TOOBI THI TIONIIIA B AY3JIbHBIE KIIYObI B rOpO/ie, — CKa3all OH, — U Halllla HOBBIX
PEKPYTOB JJISI apMHUM.

KecTpen oroneuHyna cTyln OT KpoBaru. [ pOMKO CKpUIHYIO AepeBo. [lourpeiBasi ¢ BBIIIMBKOU
Ha pyKaBe CBOEro IUIAThsl, OHA MPEACTAaBIsANA, YTO €€ pa3odyapoBaHUE ObUIO HHUTHIO, KOTOPYHO
MOYKHO 3aBS3aTh B Y3JIbl M TIJIOTHO BBIIIMTH MU Y30PbI ITO TKAHH.

3a Bce Te Yachl, YTO OHA MPOCHUIENA PSIIOM CO CBOMM OTI[OM, ATa Mpock0a Oblia nmepBoi. A Ha
KaKyIo eIlle MpoCch0y OHa HaJiesu1ach?

Bo3moxHO, mpuHECTH cTakaH Bonbl. Mn pacckaszarb, YTO MPOU3OILIO C KUHKAJIOM, KOTOPBII
OoH Jan eil. OH He MOT HE 3aMETHUTh €ro 3aMeHy JAPYrMM. BpocKuil KIMHOK UMIieparopa ObUl Ha
CaMOM BHUYy, IPUCTETHYTHIM y Tanuu KecTtpe.

Kazanoce HEBO3MOKHBIM pacCKa3aTh OTIY HEKOTOPHIE BEILM, ITOKA OH HE CIIPOCUT CaM.

Ho HekoTophie clioBa BBIXOIWJIN JIETKO, TOTOMY YTO OBUIM HAIOJHEHBI 37I0CThI0, U KecTpen
IPOU3HOCUJIIA X IO 3TOr0 MHOIO Pa3:

— 5] He x04y UMETh HMUYETO OOIIETro C apMUEH.

— Kecrtpen.

— IlocmoTpH, uTO OHA cjenana ¢ TOOOM.

— Mou paHbI 32)KUBYT.

— A B cuenyronmii pa3? Tel Oyaelb cpaxarbcsi 10 TOTO JHs, OKa TeOs HE yObIOT, a MHE
MPUACTCS CTABUTh HA CTOJI MYCTYIO TAPEIIKY JUIS TyXa MOETO OTLA.

— MBbI HE BEpUM B JTyXOB.

— Torna MHe oT TeOs HE OCTaHETCSl HUYETO.

— Ham ny»xHo 60mbI1e conat, — ckaszas reHepai. — ApMUS CIUIIKOM paccpeoTOUeHa.

— Torma mpekpaTuTe 3aXBaThIBATh HOBBIC TEPPUTOPHUH.

— DTO HE TO, YEro X04YEeT UMIEPATOP.

— A dero xo4eub ThI?

— DTO TIIynbIid BONIPOC, — OTBETUJII TEHEPA.

N3-3a Toro nm, 4to OoH 3HaN KecTpen BClO ee KU3Hb, €My OBLIO JIETKO MOM00paTh CJIOBA,
KOTOpHIE paHAT ee miyoke? Ho HeT, He BpeMs JaBajio KOMY-TO 3Ty CHIIy. ApUH TOXe €10 oOJajall.
«S1 GorpIie HE 3HAIO, KTO ThI, — CKa3aa oH. — M He X0uy 3HAThY.

Ecnu ona o6oiiaeT ay>sbHBIC KIYObl U 3alUIIET B ApPMHUIO HOBBIX COJIJIAT, OYyAyT JIM UX CMEPTH



ee BUHOU? byner nu KpoBb J10/Iei, KOTOPBIX OHU YOBIOT, Ha €€ pyKax? A CKOpOb U THEB TE€X, KTO UX
MOTEPSET, TOXKE OKaxeTcss Ha ee coBecTu? KecTpen BCIIOMHUIIA, KaK CHPOTHI BOWHBI XOTEIH
YEPHBIX BO3YIIHBIX 3MEEB.

— BepOyii ux cam, — OTBETHJIa OHA OTILY.

OH Momyas, rMoka OHa 1uia K JBepu. IMEHHO 3Ta TUIIMHA B KOHEYHOM UTOrE OCTAaHOBWJIA €€.
Xotsa Kectpen cTosina K OTIy CIIMHOM, Mepe]l €€ MBICICHHBIM B30pOM BCE €llie BUCEeNl 00pa3 ero,
paHeHoro, Ha KpoBaru. bienHoro, N3HYpeHHOTo. Takoro yctanoro, KaKUM OH HUKOT/IA PAHBIIE HU
ObLII.

Ecnu oHa 3aBepOyeT HOBBIX BaJOPHUAHIIEB... ’TO MOXET IMOMOYb €My, KOIJla OH BEpHETCA Ha
nosyiec OWTBBL. YBEJIIMUECHHE YMCJIA COJJAAT MOXKET O3Ha4aTh O€30MacCHOCTH JJisi HEro eIe Ha Tof.
MoxerT, J1Ba.

KecTpen B3noxnymna. He noBopaunBasich, OHa cka3ala:

— Sl He moHUMat0, MOYEMY ThI IyMaelllb, UTO S MOTY YO€IUTh KOr0O-TO MOWTH Ha BOMHY.

— JIrogu 00T TEOS.

— Ouu 11005t TEOS. S UL TBOSA HOYb.

— Ter cOexana uz I'epana. Tel coobnmia Ham O BoccTaHuM. M K HacTosieMy BpeMeHU
Ka)KJIbIi 3HAET, KaKUM 00pa30M s BEIMTPAJ /I HaC BOCTOYHBIC PABHUHBI.

— MHe X0Tenoch Obl, YTOOBI THI HAa3BaJ Ty HUJICKO CBOCH.

— $] OBI HMKOT 1A DTOTO HE CJEal.

Kectpen oGepHynach, IpUCIOHWIACH CIUHOM K JBEPU U CKpecTuia pyku Ha rpynud. OHa
BCIIOMHMJIA, O KakoW WHGOpMaIlUK B MOCIIEIHUMN pa3 monpocus TeHCceH.

— ThI 3HAKOM C IJIaBHBIM BOJIHBIM UHKEHEPOM ?

— C Dnunop? — I'enepan cmotpen Ha KecTpen co cBoero mecrta Ha KpoBaTu, MPUITYPUB OT
0onu mna3a. Pazrosop yromui ero. Ero aeixanue cOunock. J[pyroil 4enoBeKk Ha €ro MECTE JaBHO
MOIpocuil Ovl 0 JekapcTBe. — HeMHOro 3Hakom.

— Co BpeMeHHU BOCTOYHBIX KAMIAHH M ?

3a UCKIIIOYEHUEM PaBHHMH, BOCTOYHBIE 3eMJIM ObUIM BIQXKHBIMH, OCOOCHHO B FOKHOHM YacCTH,
XOTS BAJIOPUAHCKHUE COJNAAThl HUKOTIA HE TOCTUTAIA TOPOIa KOPOJIEBBI B JEIBTE.

— Jla, u repanckou. [louemy ThI cipanmBaeis?

— VY Hee ecTh B cToNuIe AOM. S momymala, 4ro... MOXKET ObITh, IIOCJIE TOTO Kak s 000W11y
Iy’JIbHBIE KIIYObl, T€OE€ 3axouercsi, 4ToObl s HaHecsa el Bu3uT. Sl mMomia Obl MPEeAJIOKUTH €i
MPUCOECIUHUTHCS K MOJIKY, KOrJa OH OyleT BO3BpallaThCsl Ha BOCTOK. Bam ke HYXHBI JIIOIH,
KOTOpPBIE 3HAIOT, KAK CTPOUTH MOCTHI U JJaMOBL...

— JHa. — bynp y Hero 00JbIle Cull, IUIO TeHepalia Beipa3wio Obl ynusienue. — Hyxkubl. Ho
Tenepb DMUHOP pabotaeT Ha umiieparopa. OH He JOOUT nenuThes. He cTout TepsATh BpeMeHH Ha
BU3UT K HEW.

KecTpen nomennuna u npousHecna:

— W noliny B y3/1bHBIE KIYObI IPU OJTHOM YCIIOBHUHU.

— Bor kak. — I'eHepan onmycTui royioBy Ha BIaXHYIO noaymky. — Cuenka. Uto ot MeHs
TpedyeTcs Ha 3TOT paz?

— BrIment cBoe 1€KapCcTBO.

%k sk sk

JyanbHble KJIyObl OBUIM YCJIOBHO TaWHBIMH COOOIIeCTBaMH. B ropoae X CyIiecTBOBaJIO



YeThIpe, KaXKIBIM Mpeajgarajl MOJOAbIM apUCTOKpaTaM POCKOIHBIA 1mmad Juisi 3aKPBITHIX
BEUEPUHOK, CTPACTHBIX MUHYT B YEIMHEHHBIX KOMHATaX — U, Pa3yMeeTcs, AydJeu.

Kaxapiii k1y0 MMe B CBOEM PAcHOpsDKEHUHM BIIEUaTIIsiolee pasHooOpasue opyxus. beuin
KOMHATBI, KOTOPbIE 3aKPBIBAIIUCh HA KIIOY, JUIsl T€X MPOTHUBHUKOB, KTO XOTEN Cpa3uThCcs 0e3
CBUJIETENIEN, U aPEHBI JIJISl yOJIMYHBIX TOEIMHKOB.

HemHorue npaBuiia Ty3JIbHBIX KJIYOOB OBLITM M3BECTHBI BceM. YOepu 3a co0oil kpoBb. CTaBKU
aenaroTcd Haneped. Bxon Tonbko ans uineHos. Jlaxe neau Kectpen He ynanoch Obl BOMTH, €ciu Obl
OHAa HE IOKa3aJjia KOJIbIO C IIEYaTKOM CBOETO OTLA.

Ona uyyBcTBOBaJla ce0s 37ech HEylOTHO. He mMeno 3HadeHHsi, 4TO CTEHbl ObUIM OOIIMTHI
TeMHBIM JEPEBOM, a MeOeah 00HUTa IIeIKaMHU C FOKHBIX OCTPOBOB. KOMHaThl HaCKBO3b MPOMAXIIH
BUHOM, NIOTOM M KpOBbIO. DTO HanmoMHWio Kectpen o ToM, kak oHa cpaxainack B ['epane c
AiipexcoMm. Kak ero camor pazapoobuin el koneHo. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK KOIJA-TO €€ MPUIaBUII
CBOUM BeCcOM K nouy [myT.

Bo pry y KecTpen mosBHIIOCH BSKYIIEE OLIYIIEHUE.

Ona nmonpocuiia, 4ToObl €1 TPUHECIN BObL, a TIOCIIE 3aHSIACH JIETIOM.

[TocetuB Tpu kiyda, KecTpen coOpana okoso ABaAllaTH HMMEH. OTO ObUIO HEMHOTIO.
Hexotopble W3 3amucaBIMXCS BaJOPHAHIIEB JUKO CBEPKAIM IVla3aMu M xoxoTainu. Kro-To
nojjiaics yjectu. [{pyrue — ocoOEHHO Te, KOMY CKOPO JTOJKHO ObUTO MCIIOJHUTHCA ABAALATH, —
CMUPUJIUCh C HEU30EKHBIM, MOTOMY YTO HMMIIepusi Obl B JIOOOM Clydae CKOpO 3acTaBuiia UX
BbIOMpaTh MEK/Iy BOGHHOU ciiy:k001 1 Opakom. Eciiu BasopuaHka He TOTOBA POKATh JIETEH, UTOObI
YBEJIMYUTh HACEJIEHUE UMIIEPUH, TO €M IPUIETCS OTHPABUTHCS HA BOWHY.

B omHoM u3 kiyOOB BMeECTE 3amucaiuch JABE JEBYIIKHM. OHU HACTOSUIA HAa TOM, YTOOBI HUX
uMeHa Obuin B ofHOM cTpoke. KecTpen moHsia, 4yTo 3TH JEBYIIKM — Mapa. B apmwuio dacto
BCTYIAJIM TPUBEPKEHLBI OJHOMOJION JIOOBH M T€, KTO HE XOTENI BCTyNarb B Opak MO pacuery.
Kectpen cmoTpena, Kak AEBYIIKM BIUCHIBAIOT CBOM MMEHA, U JAymMaja O COOCTBEHHOU Oiu3simeiics
cBaap0e. Ternepb oHa YyBCTBOBaJa ce0s e XyXKe, YeM PaHbIIe.

3abpaB cnrcok, Kectpen yopana ero B kapMaH I00KH.

B nocneanem kiyoe, KyJa oHa 3amuia, B caMOM pasrape Obuia JIyd3Jb.

Bokpyr HeOObI1I0i apeHbl TIIOTHOW TOJINMOW CTOSUIM JIFOAUW U TPOMKO Kpuuanu. Bozmyx Obut
TspkensiM. KecTpen ono3gana K Hadairy, MO3TOMY €M IPUILIOCh OCTarbCs B 3aIHUX psiaax. bpocus
B3MJIAJl MOBEPX YbETrO-TO IIeYa, OHA MEJbKOM yBujena 0oiioB. O0a ObUIM MYyXYMHAMH, CBOU
CBETJIBIE BOJIOCHI OHM COOpaniu B mydku. ToT, kTo Haxoquicsa K Kectpen ciuHOM, ObLT CTPOMHBIM,
HO OBICTPBIM.

bou mwen Ha kymakax. Kecrpen He yBuAena OpyKus HU B PyKaxX CPa)KaBIIMXCS, HU MPU HUX:
Iy>3J1b 1IUIa HE U3-3a YECTH, A PAJIA YAOBOJIbCTBUS.

boJstee KpynHBIi My)KUYWHA YIAPHUI BTOPOTO KYITakoM B nuio. Totr BCckpukHyi. Tonma noganack
BIIEPEI.

Kectpen Toxe caenana mar noonuxe. OHa y3Hana BCKpUK. Moria Obl MOKJISICTHCS, YTO 3HAET
rojjoc. Ho mpoMexyTrok MexIy JIOAbMHU, YepPE3 KOTOPBIM OHA IOJYy4YuiIa BO3MOYKHOCTb BUJIETH
OOMIIOB, YK€ 3aKpbUIcs. Tenepp el HUYEro He ObUIO BUAHO, JIIOAU Kpuuaiu, a Kectpen naxe He
MoOTrJIa pa3o0paTh, KpU4aT JIM OHU YbE-TO UMSI.

DTO UM BEIKpUKHY/IA OHA. Ho ero mornotui mym.

Kectpen nokTaMu mpoTankuBaiach Bepes, OMvke K apeHe. bosiee CTpoilHBIM MyK4uWHA
nogHUMaIcs ¢ nosna. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 yAapui MPOTUBHUKA CHU3Y B )KUBOT, JEPHYII 3 YXO U Al
KYJIaKOM B JIULIO.



Kpymnslit yrian u 00iblie He OhITAICS TOAHATHCS.

Tonma cHOBa Havana Kpu4yaTh, U Ha 3TOT pa3 B KaKO(YOHUH IIIyMa YETKO BBIIETSIOCH UMST —
TO ke, uTo ObuT0 Ha ycTax Kectpen. Ona cHoBa npousHecia ero. [loGeauTesns moBepHYICs, BBHITED
KpPOBb Y pTa U YBHUJIEII €€.

Ponan.
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[Tocne Toro kak Tojma paszomnuviachk, Kectpen mompocuiia, 4ToObl Biagesel Kiryoa BbIICIUI JIsl
Hee yeJIMHEHHYIO KoMmHary. PoHaH ObUI 4jieHOM Kiy0a, U MOr Obl caM 00 3TOM I03a00THUTHCS.
OnHako OH TOJIBKO CMOTpEN U ciaymal, kak Kectpen otnaer ykazanus. Ero nuno BeIpakajao HEUTO
BpOJIE JIFOOOIBITCTBA WJIM MPUSTHOTO YIUBJICHUS OT HEOXHUIAHHOTO TOSBIICHUS CTapoOro Jpyra.
Opnnako ero ynapiOka ObuIa TOPBKOIA.

OH mpukazai, 4ToObl puHecau rpaguH xonogHoro BuHa. Korma onu ¢ Kectpen ocranuch
HaeJNHe, OH 3a pa3 BBITWII MMOJIOBUHY TpaduHa.

— YacrtHas BcTpeua ¢ Oymayrieit mmmeparpuiieir, — npousnec PoHan, pa3MmarbiBas ¢ MajiblieB
OKPOBABJIICHHBIE OMHTHL. — DTO YECTh JJII MEHSI.

OH BBITSAHYIICS B Kpeciie U nmoansul B3misiA Ha Kectpen. ¥V Hero kpoBoToumiia ryda. CBeTibie
pacryllleHHbIE BOJOCHl ObUIM BIQXKHBIMH OT I0Ta, @ TOYEHOE JIMIIO TMOKPHITO (HOIETOBBIMU
cunsikamu. OH BOJWII MAJIbIIEM IO KpOMKe OOKasa, IToKa CTEKJIO HE 3a3BEHEIO.

Korna Kectpen Obina ManeHbkoi, cTapimii Opar [[»kecc He 3ameuan ee. 3areMm, OIHAXKbI
BeuepoM, korma Kectpen ObuUto, HaBepHOE, MATHAIAIATh, OHU C OTIIOM OBbUIM MpUIVIALICHBI Ha
3BaHbIN yKHH B ero gome. [locie TpeTbeit cMensl 0o KecTpen cripocuiia Kakoro-To ce€Haropa,
KEHUJICS JTU OBl OH Ha BCEX CBOMX JIFOOOBHUIIAX, €CJTH OBl MOT UMETH OOJIBITIE YEM OJIHY JKEHY.

Kectpen He xoTena 31uTh ceHaropa. Eit mpocto Obuio mrobomnbiTHO. OHA HE 3HANA, YTO €Tr0
’KeHe, KOTopasi TO>Ke MPHUCYTCTBOBaJa Ha Y)KUHE, HE ObUIO U3BECTHO O JIFOOOBHHUIIAX.

KecTpen BeIrHamu n3-3a CTOJa CHAETH B OJMHOYECTBE B KOMHaTax J[»kecc.

Ponan mipunec eit necept. OHU BMECTE €JIM MUPOXKHBIC, BBIMAa3bIBasICh B CaxapHOU TyApe, U
CMESUTMCh HaJl TeM, Kak PoHaH mapomupoBall ceHaropa, pa3ayBas IIEKU U 3aJepKuBasi JbIXaHUE,
MOKAa Y HETO HE KPACHEJIO JIUIIO.

ITocne aToro PoHan ctan oOpamats Ha He€ BHUMAaHUE.

KecTpen ckywana no apyry. OHa cKkydasia mo HEMY Ja)K€ celdac, KOrma OH CHAEI HAIpPOTHUB
Hee U BeJl ce0s1 UTpUBO U 0€33a00THO, BOT TOJIBKO €r0 TaKHE BBHIPA3UTEIIbHBIC TJ1a3a ObUTH XOJIOIHBI.

OHn ocymmit cBoi 60Ka.

— Yro Tebe nyxHo, Kectpen?

— TsI pacckazan xecc?

Ponan uzornyn OpoBb.

— Pacckazan nu s [xkecc. — OH BepTen B majibllax Ookall, Jepxa €ro 3a HOXKY. —
[TocmotpuMm. Pacckazan nu s Jl»kecc, 4TO ClIyxu — TpaBlla U 4YTO BCIO OCEHb y TeOsi ObLn
JTIO0OBHUK...

— DTO HE Tak.

— Her, Tak. Bce Haganock jgeTroM, Korma Thl Kymujia ero. Pacckaszan au s 06 aTom Jlxecc?
Paccka3zan iu s ei, 4TO Thl TOTOBa CKOpEE KYIMUTh KOTO-TO, KTO pa3Aesinil Obl ¢ TOOOW MOCTEIb, YEM
mo0uTh ee Opara? Bo3MOXHO, MBI BMECTE TaJalid, IModeMy Opak cO MHOM KakeTcsl Tebe CTOJIb
OTBpaTUTEJILHBIM, YTO Thl CKOpee BblOepellh pada.

Bo3moxHo, s ckazan J[xkecc: «3Haro, 3Hat0, Thl Toxke ee Joouna. Ho B [lepBo3umMHIOI0 HOYE
€€ He ObUIO psJIOM, KOTJIa Thl BBINKJIA OTPaBiieHHOE BUHO. Ee He ObLIO0 psiioM, KOT/ia Thl JaBUJIACh U
3a/pIXanach, a s CupsaTai Teds 3a MTopoH, Mmoka padbl youBanu Hammx apyseil. Kectpen He Obu10
pSZIOM, KOTTIa s IepKai B pykax ymuparoyio cectpy. [loromy uto Kectpen yexana ¢ 6ana ¢ HuM!»
— PoHan ¢ ype3MepHON aKKypaTHOCTBIO OMYyCTHJ Ookai Ha ctoi. — Her, 1 He roBopun [[xecc.



Harme#t ceMbe XBaTUT OAHOTO Pa3OUTOTO cCepala.

KecTpen BcmoMHMIIa BKYC CaxapHbIX NMHUPOKHBIX. M3-3a MX yTpaueHHOM CIaJOCTH OHA HE
MOIJIa TPOU3HECTH HU CIIOBA.

— He 3Haeun, uro cka3ate, Kectpen?

XOTh OHa ¥ MOHMWMAJIA, YTO HA CaMOM JEJ€ OH HE XO4UeT YCJbIarh ee oTBeT, KecTpenm He
MOTJIa POMOIYaTh:

— Jlxecc He oTBeuaeT Ha Mou nucbMa. Koraa s mpuesxkaro K HeH, CIIyTH TOBOPST, YTO €€ HET.
Ho Ha camom nene ona qoma. OHa XKJIET B CBOUX ITOKOSIX, ITOKA 51 HE yeay. S mymaia, 4to, MOXKET...

— 4l pacckaszan e ropekyro npaBny. — POHaH crienm mamnblibl, a 3aTeéM pacHpsMUII UX U
MoXal miedyaMmu. — Thbl HE JyMalia, 4TO caMa BUHOBAaTa B TOM, YTO MPOUCXOJIUT MEXKTy BaMu?

«5l Bumena ero», — ckazana [[xxecc, korga KecTpen ckojibp3Hyla B KpoBaTh B HOYL Oajna B
4eCTh MOMOJIBKH. UTO nuMeHHO BuAena J[xecc?

— Yrt0 3T0?

PoHaH pe3ko HaKJIOHUWJICS BIEpeNl U MOTSHYI 3a Kpal CI0KEHHOIrO JIMCTa OyMarv, KOTOPhIA
BBITJIsIbIBANT U3 kKapMaHa KecTpen. 1o ObUT cCliiCOK HOBOOpAHIIEB.

— Hwuyero.

Kectpen monbiTanack 3a0paTh JIMCTOK.

Ponan oTnepHyn pyky u pa3BepHyI Oymary.

— O. 4 3nato, uro 3T10. ['squ-Ka, naxe Kapuc 3aech ectb. JlagHo, rae pydxka?

— Her, Ponan, He HaJo.

[TonHsIB CIIUCOK HOBOOPAHIIEB BBHICOKO HaJ| royioBoi, 4ToObl Kectpen He moctana, Apyroi
pykol PoHaH Ha Olynb MCKaJl B KOMHATE MUIMIYIIME TPUHAIICKHOCTH.

— IIpekparu. — Kectpen aepnyna ero 3a pyky. OHa nmonsITanach NperpaguTb €My IIyTh, HO
Ponan npurnysncs, yBepuyncs u paccMmesica. OH OTKpbUT OI0pO U OOHAPYKUJI TaM BMECTO Oymar
Gbasry BuHA. — XO0pOITo, 04€Hb XOPOII0, HO HEMHOTO HE TO, UYTO MHE Ceiyac HYXKHO...

Ponan HakoHeIl paJOCTHO BCKPHUKHY/, KOTJAa OOHAPYKUJI B OJHOM W3 SIMKOB YEpHUJIA U
epo.

Ponan Ha BoliHe. POHaH, HCTEKAIOMK KPOBBIO B IPS3H.

KecTpen Obuta roTOBa paciuiakaThesl.

— Ioxanyiicra, — mpocuiia oHa, — He MOJIUChIBal 3Ty Oymary.

OH onmyCcTWJI EPO B YEPHWIBHUILY U JBYMSI pPYKaMH IMPHKaJl CIUCOK K MUCbMEHHOMY CTOILY,
Kak Oy/ITO JJUCTOK MOT YJIE€TETh.

— YmMousito Te0si, — npousHecia Kecrpern.

Ponan ynbeIOHyJICS U OCTaBUII HA JTUCTE OyMaru cBOe UMs.

% ok Xk

Cnyxanka, conpoBoxaniias Kectpen, TeprennBo xana y Beixoga U3 kiayoa. OHa HUUYEro He
CKa3ajia, KOIjla OHM celu B KapeTy u KecTpen mpukaszana Bo3Bpamarbes Bo aBopel. Ho aesyiika
cienuiia 3a TeMm, kak Kectpen pacnpaBuia CMSTBHIA JIMCT OymMaru M IMO3BOJIMJIA €MY YIACcTh Ha
KOJICHU.

['pyObIM pBIBKOM KapeTa Haudajia JBUTAThCS BBEPX MO CKIOHY TOPBI.

— OH rps3HBINA, — MPOU3HECHA CIIyKaHKa, TSI Ha JIUCT OyMaru.

Cnucoxk 0wt OKpHIT NisiTHaMu yepHuI. Korna Kectpen nakonen BeipBaia y Ponana Oymary,
OHa ONpOKHWHYIa 4YepHuJIbHUIlY. HampoTuB mMeHun PoHaHa ocTanuch prKaBble Ma3KH: JTOJDKHO



OBITh, €r0 KOCTSIIIIKYA BCE €IIe COYMIINCH KPOBbIO. M XOTs ciykaHKa y)Ke HE CMOIvia ObI ONPEICTUTh
— HE TI0CJI€ TOro, KaK JHUCT ObUT CMAT, — Oymara Obljla HEMHOTO TTOKOPOOUBIIICHCS, KaK €Clii Obl
Ha HEE IoMaJia BOJIa WA MOT... HJIH CJE3bL.

Kectpen akkypaTHO cl0KuJia CIUCOK. B ero yHuuToxkxeHnu He ObU10 cMbicia. BaxHa Obuia He
MOANKUCH Ha Oymare, a camo JiericTBue. HoBoOpaHIIbl Bce paBHO SBATCS B TOpoJCcKUe KazapMbl. OHU
JIaJIu CJI0BO, 3aCBUAECTENBCTBOBaHHOE KecTpen. BasopuaHibl 4TSAT JaHHOE CIIOBO.

— Yt0 3T0? — cnpocunia CiyKaHKa.

— Cnmcok rocreu.

[Iepen mbicneHHBIM B30poM KecTpen cTosin JIMHHBIA NYCTOM CTOJI, YCTABICHHBIM MYCTHIMU
OeNbIMU TapeaKkaMu. ITO OHAa UX PacCTaBUIIA.

Bue3anno Kectpen HakimoHWnach BIEpPEN U MOCTydasa MO CTEKIY, KOTOPOE OTAEISIO €€ OT
BO3HUIBL OHa cKa3zana, 4YTo nepeayMaia.

KecTpen npukasana BO3HHUIE €XaTh B IPYyro€ MECTO.

* ok Xk

— 1 moHATHSA HE UMea, 4YTO Bbl MHTEPECYETECh BOAHOW MHXKEHEPUEH, — TOBOpHIIA DIIMHOP,
MOoKa paOBIHA C FOXKHBIX OCTPOBOB HaJlMBaJla € M €€ rOCThe PEIKUN CIUPTHON HAMMHUTOK, KOTOPBIN
10 BKYCY HAalTOMHUHAJ TOPEyI0 KapaMellb, HO ObUT OYEHb JJOPOTHUM.

Kectpen cnenana mioTok M3 CBOETO XpycTallbHOrO OOKana ¢ y3opamu. ['opoiackoit om, rie
Kujla OJUHOp, ObUI CKpOMHBIM. BmecTo 000€B CTeHBl MOKphIBajda Kpacka. Yepes Oeinyro
KPYXEBHYIO JIEMTHUHY Ha MOTOJIKE MPOTSIHYJIACH JJIMHHAS TPEUIMHA.

Ho xeHumHa-uHXEHep mpejiaraia Joporue HanuTku. Ha HHU3KOM CTONIMKE y IMBaHa, TIe
cunenu oHa u Kectpen, crosuia MUCKa, JOBEPXy HAMOJHEHHAS CIAJKUMHU OJETHBIMU SITOAAMU,
MPUBE3EHHBIMU OTKYIAa-TO M3-3a TpaHUIlbl. Pazymeercs, DnuHop Obl B JTIOOOM ciydae BHICTaBHIIA
Jy4IllFie HAMUTKH U eIy, KOTOpbhle y Hee ObUIM, MPUHUMAs TOCThIO TAKOTO BBICOKOTO TOJIOKEHUS,
kak Kectpen. OnHaxko, cyas mo yOpaHCTBY €€ JJoMa, OHa €/1Ba JIU MOIJIa MO3BOJIUTh CE0€ ITU STOJbI
u HanuToK. TeHceH roBopuis Kectpen o craBkax, CIeNaHHBIX Ha €€ cBajeOHOe Tuiarbe. J[eBylika
rojaymMmasa, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, SITO/IbI, HATUTOK U JaKe XpYCTaJIbHble OOKaJIbl ObUTM KYIJIEHBI B JIOJIT,
TaK KaK TOKYIaTeJlbHUIIA OXKHUJaja MpUxofa B TEUEHHE ONMKANIIMX MECALEB 3HAYUTEIbHOU
CyMMBbI JieHer. B koHIle koH110B, [lepBoneTHH neHb U cBa/Ib0a ObUIM HE TaK yX JaJeKO.

Kectpen 3actaBuina cedst ynbIOHYThCA.

— HMMneparop cuuraer, 4To 5 TOIKHA MHTEPECOBATHCS BCEM, Kacaronmmcs umnepuu. Kpome
TOT0, MOU OTEIl LIEHWUJI Ballll HABBIKA BO BPEMS BOWHBI.

[IpocToe 1o nHXKEHeEpa MOPO30BEI0 OT TOPIOCTH.

— BBI citykunu ¢ reHepalioM Ha BocToke? — cipocuna Kecrtpen.

— Mmnoro ner Hazaa. — JIuno OJAWMHOpP YTpaTuiio BbIpaXXE€HUE YIOBOJbCTBUSA. [loiimMan
BONIpOCHUTENBbHBIN B3I Kectpen, ona oObsicHuiia: — BocTok — nukas crpana. [lycTs nHX)eHepsbl
TEXHUUYECKU U SIBIISIOTCS YJIE€HAMU apMHUU, HO sl ObUla HE TOTOBa, MUJIeU. JlakpaHIbl Cpa)karoTcsl
HeuecTHO. [Ipeanonaranock, 4To s OyAy CTPOUTH MOCTHI U JaMObI, 2 HE y4acTBOBarb B OUTBaX, HO
KaMbIIIM 10 OeperaM pek ObutH BbICOKA. OHHM MPOCTO KUIIETU TUTPpaMu. B HUX npsitanuch BapBaph
C OTpaBICHHBIMH apOaleTHbIMU cTpenamu. Bam ortery obecneumBan mHe Oe3omacHOCTh. OH
COXpPaHUJI MHE KU3Hb.

Morsio 11 ObITh, YTO UMIIEPATOP HArpaauil DIUHOP 3a T€ MOIABUTH, KOTOPHIE OHA COBEpIIMIa
Ha BOCTOKE, U 3TO HUKaK He ObUIO cBs3aHo ¢ ['epanom?



FO>Has pabbiHs 3aHOBO HamoaHUIa Ookan naxeHepa. Kectpen nabmiomana 3a Heil. DTo ObUta
neBylika MoJjioxke, yeM cama Kecrpen. FOxubie octpoBa — KeitH Capary, Kak KOrjga-TO HX
Ha3bIBAJIM MECTHBIE KUTENU, — ObUIM OMHUMU U3 MEPBBIX TEPPUTOPUI, 3aBOCBAaHHBIX Banopuei.
Oten Kectpen Ttorma Obutl neliteHaHTOM. PaObiHg OnuHop ObLla Tak IOHA, YTO, HaBEpHSKA,
poauiachk yxke B padctBe. OHa HUKOTJA HE 3HAJA JPYror Ku3HU. Bo3M0XHO, OHA HEe TOBOpHUJa Ha
CBOEM POJHOM SI3bIKE — M Ja)K€ HE 3HaJIa CBOEU POJHOU MaTepHu.

Bue3zanno Kectpen crano Bce paBHO, B 4eM 3akirodanach TaliHa uMmneparopa: B [epane,
BOCTOKE WJIM KaKO-TO Apyroil ctpane. OHa 3axoTena, 4ToObl cama UMIIEpUsl cTajia TeM JJIMHHBIM
CTOJIOM, KOTOPBIM MPECIEIOBAN €€ Co3HaHue. KecTpen xoTena pa3BepHYTh €T0 U CKHMHYTh BCE TE
MYCThIE TAPEJIKH Ha MOJ.

PaObIHst HeTOBKO MepecTyInuiia ¢ Horu Ha Hory. Kectpen oco3Hana, 4To y)xe HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs
HE OTPBIBAET OT JEBOYKH B3IJIsAa. Ta mpousHeca:

— Eme, munenn?

— Her, cmacu6o.

Nuxenep odbparuiiacs k Kecrpei:

— HagepHoe, Bbl MeHst He momHuTe. Korma s Bujena Bac B MOCJEIHUN pa3, Bbl ObUIU
MAaJICHBKOU J€BOYKOW. DTO ObUIO cpa3y Mociie KoJoHu3anuu I epana.

Kectpen cHoBa mocMoTpesna Ha DIUHOP, OTMEYasi €€ yBepEeHHbIE MaHEPhl U 00Pa30BaAaHHOCTH
BO B3MIsiIe. Y Hee ObUIO CMYTHOE BOCIIOMHHAHHME O TOM, KaK OHa CTOsJIa Ha KOJIEHsX Y (oHTaHa B
CBOEH repaHCKOM BHIJIE M JT0OABIsAJa B BOLY KPacHYIO KpacKy, KOTOPYIO yKpalia U3 MacTepCKOu
pa6oB. Eit 6pu10 nHTEpecHo. [IpenpiiyniM BeyepoM, 3a YKHMHOM, KOTJIa €€ OTEl pa3roBapuBaj C
KaKMM-TO TOCTEM, OHa yCIIblllajia HOBOE AJis ce0s ciaoBo. PacTBop.

— W3-3a Bac s BeIkpacuiia Hall (POHTaH B PO30BBIN LIBET, — cKa3aiia KecTpen nnxenepy.

— B camom nene?

— 4 xoTena, yToOBI OH CTald KpacHBIM, HO MHE HE XBarmwjio Kpacku. — KecTtpen mpuxkana
majel K 3aBUTKY, BBIpE3aHHOMY Ha ee Ookaie, u mnpousHecia: — I[louemy Bbl Torma ObUTH B
['epane? Bbl Tam xuim?

— Her, g pa3pabarbiBana ropoackoil BogornpoBoid. ['epaHckas cucrema mogadu Boabl ObLia
CJIMILKOM IIPUMUTHUBHOM.

— Bs1 HegaBHO nocemanu ['epan?

— Her, — orBermsia DnauHOp, HO OTBENa B3MIAA. — 3aueM Obl MHE IMOHAJ00MJIOCH TyIa
€XaTh?

— O, s He 3Ha10. HaBepHOE, MHE MPOCTO Kajb, YTO BbI JABHO TaM HE ObUIH, U MBI HE MOXKEM
MOTOBOPUTH 00 3TOM MecTe. MiHorna s Tockyro 1o ['epany.

DIMHOpP HAXMYPUIIACH.

— I'epan — komoHus. Bam qoMm 311€ck.

— I'epan Obu1 kKonoHuel. Ceituac 3To He3aBUCUMAs TEPPUTOPHSL.

— MuocThr0 UMIIEpaTOpA.

OCTOpOKHO U OECITOMOIIHO, KaK YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHIN TSIHETCS 32 UEM-TO YTPAY€HHBIM, UTO, TEM
HE MeHee, Bceraa 0bu1o panom, Kecrpen ckaszana:

— S ToCKyro Mo nmTUnaM, KOTOPBIE MOKOT TaM B 3Ty Mopy roga. OHM HOCHJIM B CBOMX KIJIIOBAaX
TPaBUHKU W CTPOWJIM THE3[a IO CTPEeXaMH KpbIIL f CKydaro IO MEpLarIEeMy CBETY KOHHBIX
TPOIL.

HNuxenep cMoTpena Ha Hee ¢ HeonoOpeHuem, Ho Kectpen Obuio Bce paBHO. OHa oOpainaniach
K ApHHY, KOTOpOro 3jech He ObUI0o, U K J[>Kecc, koTopas He XOoTeja ee ciayuarb, 1 K PoHany,



KOTOPBIA COOMpACs yexarb, U K OTILy, C KOTOPhIM KOIJIa-TO pazfaeisiia aoM. Kectpen obpatanack
U K F0KHOU paObiHe, KOTOpasi poAriiach B CTOMUIIE, 3/IECh K€ ObUIa TIpofaHa B paOCTBO U BBIPOCIIA,
HHUKOT/Ia HE 3HABILIAsl CBOETO JIOMA M, KPOME BCETO MPOYETO, JIUIIEHHAS U TOCKH 10 POJIUHE.

— B anenbcuHoBoi# poite 6611 x01M, — roBopuiia Kectpen. — Korna s Oblia MajeHbKasi, TO
JeXxalla Ha HEM JIETOM M CMOTpEJa Ha BHUCEBIIME Ha JEPEBBSAX IUIOAbL, HAITOMHHAIOLIHAE
npa3gHuyYHble (POHAPUKU. A TOTOM s BBIPOCJA M caMa MOIJIa XOJUTh Ha IMpa3JHUYHbBIC Beuepa, u
MBI C JPY3bsIMU HE JIOKWJIKCH CIAaTh JaXe TOT/a, KOT/Ia racid U CBETJISAUKHU.

— Kak Mui10, — X0JIOHO TpOU3HECITIa DIUHOP.

— I'epan — kpacuBas cTpaHa.

— IIpobGnema Hukorma He 3akirodanach B camoMm ['epane. Jleno B repanimax. — A 3arem,
OyITO HMU OJHA W3 HUX HE 3aMEeTHJIa TMOSBUBILIYIOCS MEXIy HUMH TOCJE ITHUX CJIOB OIPOMHYIO
pacuienuny, DnuHop npousnecia: — [lonpoOyiite sroapl, muiean. OHU OYEHb CIIAJIKUE.

* %k %k

Korna renepan nonpaBuiicsi JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI OBITh B COCTOSIHUM MTOKUHYTh CBOM KOMHATBhI,
uMIepaTop HacTtosul Ha mpazaHecTBe. Ha uckycctBeHHOM mpyny BeceHHero caga passirpaiu
MOpCKO€ cpakeHue. JIBe JOIKH, pacKpallleHHbIE Ha MaHEp BOCHHBIX KOpaljel W HarpyKeHHBIC
MPUJBOPHBIMU, OOMEHUBAIKCH 3apsaaMu (perepBEepKOB.

— Tebe He HpaBUTCA? — COPOCUIT UMIIEPATOP, BUIS, YTO FeHEpal MOTUYUT, MOKA OCTAJIbHbBIE
arnJjoAUpYyIoT.

— @DeiepBepKU — HaIIpacHas Tpara YEPHOIro nopoxa.

— V¥ Banopuu ero 6onee yeM aocraroyHo. Hammm Bparam HHKOrZa HE ynacTcsl yCTOSTH
nepeJ HallMMHY IylkaMmu. Hamm 3amackl 4epHOro mopoxa OrpoOMHBI.

— ¥V m1000T0 UCTOYHUKA €CTh MPEEIbI.

— B cTonuie oH MOCTOSAHHO BeAET ce0s MOI0OHBIM 00pa3oM, — C BECEJIEM B I0JIOCE CKazal
umnepatop Kectpen. — JloBoJsieH OH ObIBa€T TOJBKO Ha MOJI€ OUTBHI.

Kectpen xorena ckaszarb, 4To ee oTel ObU1 cyacTiauB B ['epane, qoma. OpHako HA caMoOM Jielie
OH peJIKO ObIBaJl Ha BUJIJIE, U IEBYIIIKA HU pa3y HE MOCMeJIa CIIPOCUTh €0 O CYACTHE.

['eHepan u3MeHUI O3y B CBOEM KOBAaHOM KeJle3HOM kpecie. KecTpen Bunena, 4to aopora B
cajJl yroMujia ero. XoTs NPUJBOPHbBIC JIEKapU KaXAbld JEHb HMCIIOJIb30BAJIM MPU TEPEBSI3KE BCE
MEHbIIIE OMHTOB, €r0 paHa 3aKpbUIach €IIe HE MOJTHOCTBIO.

— I'ne Bepekc?

Kectpen xoTenoch Obl, 4TOOBI MPHUHIL OBLT 371ECh.

NmniepaTop noxai riedamMu.

DeliepBepK pas3jeTescs A0KIEM 30J0THIX UCKP, OCBETHUB COOPABIIyIOCS BOKPYT MpyAa TOJITY.
bnuku ynanu Ha nmuna Punm u Bepekca, KOoTopble CUIeU PsIOM Ha TPOTUBOIIOI0KHOM Oepery.

Nmneparop Toxe ux yBujaen. Kecrtpen yxe Hayduiaach MOHUMAaTh, 4TO, KOTJa OH 3JIUJICA, €ro
THEB CBOPAYMBAJICS TIJIOTHBIMU KOJIbIIaMU. MOIJIO TOKa3aThCsi, 4YTO €ro sIPOCTh JPEMIIET, OJHAKO, B
KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB, IPY>KMHA HEU3MEHHO BBICTPEIMBAJIA.

— S ciplman, 9To Bl HAHECIH BU3UT MOEMY BOAHOMY MHXKEHEPY, — CKasall OH, 00paIasich K
Kecrtpen.

[Iporpemen eme omuu 3anm ¢eliepepka. ['poxoT, kazanock, otnaics y Kecrpen B rpynu.
Nmnieparop cMOTpeN Ha HEE TaK K€, KaK TOJIbKO UYTO HAa CBOETO ChIHA: EMY HE HPABUJIOCH TO, YTO
OH BHJEJL.



Kectpen cka3zana:

— 1 momymaina, 4TO, BO3MOXXHO, MHE YIAcTCs YOCJAUTh €€ BEPHYTHCS HAa BOCTOK C MOWMM
OTLIOM.

JIno umiepaTopa OCBETHUIIO HOBBIM B3PBIBOM.

— DTO penaTb MHE.

— Bcero numb unaes. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 51 00 3TOM TaK U HE YITOMSHYJA.

— DIMHOp pacckaszaja MHe, 4TO Balla Oecella Bce paBHO ObLIa 3aHUMATEJIbHOM.

B Bo3nyxe cmibHO maxio cepoul. [wim omamun jerkue Kectpen. Ilo yrposze B romoce
MMIIEpAaTopa OHA ITOHSJA, YTO 3aTPOHYJIAa CBOMMH PAaCCIPOCAMU TANHY, KACAIOIIYIOCS >KCHIIMHBI-
VHXEHEpa.

Kectpen nepesena B3misiag Ha cBoero orna. OH cMOTpe NmpsMo Tiepes, co0oit, Habmoaas, Kak
NbSHBIM BEJIBMOXKA, Ka4yasiCh, BBIIPSIMUIICS B JIOAKE BO BECh POCT, a 3aTeM yIaja B BOMy. Tosrma
paccMmesach.

KecTpen 3aaepxkana apixaHue. BHyTpr Hee ¢ TPECKOM B3pbIBAIMCH TeTapabpl. OHa xana,
KOTJIa UMIIEPATOP 3arOBOPUT CHOBA.

JleBymka omnacanach, 4YTO €€ OTEIl PACCKAXKET UMIIEPATOPY O TOM, KaK 3aIPETUI €M MOCEIIATh
JIOM DJIUHOP.

— Bo3moxHO, cTonuua npeainaraet BaM HEIOCTATOYHO PAa3BICYEHUM, — CKa3ajl UMIIEpATop
Kectpen. — 4 cnpiman, Bel TockyeTe o I epany.

— DTO €CTECTBEHHO, — OTPBIBUCTO Mpou3Hec reHepas TpasH. — OHa TaM BbIpocCIia.

C Heba mochMalUCh 3€JIEHBIE U ajible UCKPBL. MyXYUHBI YIIEPIUCH APYT B Jpyra B3IISAaMU.
BripaxeHnue Ha nuile reHepaia osu1o Kectpen 3HakoMmo.

Ee cTpax ymenbumicsa. OHa cHOBa Moria Jiplmark. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO BECEHHU Beuep ObLl
MpOXJIaJHbIM, JIEBYIIKE BHE3AMHO CTalo Termino. Eil mokaszanmock, OyITo oTel] HaOpOCHJ Ha Hee
MaHTHIO CBOEH 3almThl. KecTpen miioTHo ee 3amaxHyia.

— Pa3ymeeTcs, — IIEIKOBBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3zal UMIIEPATOp, OTBEPHYIICS U CTaJl HAOIIOIATh 3a
TeM, KaK 3a>KUTajyd HOBBIM (PUTUIIB.
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Korma pana reHepana HakOHEI 3aTSHYJIACh, UMIIEPATOP MPEIOAHEC €MY 30JI0ThIE YaCHhI.

Kectpen crosiia ¢ OTIIOM W UMIEpaTopoM Ha OyieIHO-3eJIeHON nyxalike B BeceHnem cany.
3/1ech YCTAaHOBUJIM MHUILIEHHU ISl CTPENbObI U3 JIyKa, U MPUIBOPHBIE MO OYEPEAU YIPaKHSIIUCH.
Hebo Obuio 3arsiHyTo OOjlakaMM 1BeTa B30MTHIX CIMBOK. J[yn serkuil terisidi BeTep. CiayxkaHKU
KecTpen yxe yOpanu Ha XpaHEHHUE €€ 3UMHIOI0 OJICKAY U JOCTaIN KPY)KEBHbBIE U TyaJIeBbIC MJIAThA.

Kectpen BcriomHuna 06 Apune. OHa mpelcTaBuia CIBOCHHBIM CajJi HAa KpBIIIE €ro JIoMa U
MOMBITANACh YraaaTh, YTO JJII HETO TaM CEWYac IBETET.

Yacel npoOUIIA MOJIOKEHHOE BPEMSI.

['enepan TpasH nmpunoaHss1 GpPOBb.

— OHU 3BEHAT.

Nmneparop BeIISIAEN AOBOJBHBIM. KecTpen mpeanonokuia, 4To BbIPAXKEHUE JIMIA €€ OTIa
MOYKHO OBLIO JIETKO CHyTaTh ¢ u3ymiyieHueM. OJHako caMa OHa HE MPOIYCTUJIA, KaK HaIpPSAIIUCh
€ro ryObl.

— He 3aBupnyiite, Kectpen, — mpousHec umneparop. — S MOMHIO, YTO y Bac CKOpPO JI€Hb
POXKICHUS.

E#t ncnomauTCs BoceMHaaaTh. JleHb poskaeHNs ObUT B KOHIIE BECHBI, TIepe]T cCaMoil CBaIb0OM.

— Jlo Hero ernie O0JIbINE IBYX MECSIIEB.

— BepHo, yxe coBcem ckopo. TpasH, s HacTanBaro, YTOOBI Thl OCTAJICS B CTOJIMIE U ObLT Ha
CBaIbOE.

['eHepast 3aXJIONHYII KPBILIKY YaCOB.

— MBI TOJIBKO YTO 3aXBaTHJIM BOCTOUHBIE paBHUHBI. ECIIM BbI XOTUTE YACPKATh UX...

— TBou NelTeHAHTHI CIIPABATCA. ThI TOJBKO-TOIBKO MonpaBuiics. Tebe elie paHo BeCcTU B 00
MOJIKU, KPOME TOT0, CKa3aTh IO MpaBJie, Thl MHE ropa3/io 0oJiee MmoJie3eH KUBOM. Thl OCTaHENILCS
3neck. Mbl BMecTe OTMETUM JieHb poxaeHusi Kectpen. — C TakuMm 53HTY3Ua3MoM, OylITo
MPEACTABIISUT JTYYIIyl0 BO BCEM MHUPE HJEI0, OH A00aBui: — S momymal, 4To OoHa MOINIa Obl
ChITPaTh U1 ABOPA.

Paznancs Tuxuid OTIAaNEHHBIN yAap CTPEbI [0 HATSHYTOMY MTOJOTHY.

['enepan Huyero He oTBeTHI. KecTpen Bujesna, kKak OH ckai 3yOsl.

— VY Hee TalaHT K MY3bIKe, — CcKa3ajl umieparop. — Kakoil ObUI U y TBOEH JKEHBIL.

HenaBucTh, KOTOPYHO HCHBITBHIBAJ TeHEpasl K 3aHITuUAM KecTpen My3bIKoM, Bcerga Obuia
o4yeBUiHA. JIF0OOBB €ro JI0uepy K MHCTPYMEHTY, U1 UTPhl HA KOTOPOM TMOKYINalu padoB, CTaBUJIA
ero B HeynoOHoe moJjokeHue. OgHako mHorma KecTpenm kaszanock, 4To Jeio ObLIO HE TOJBKO B
sToM. Posiiik Obu1 ero mpoTuBHUKOM. ['eHepain xoresn, yToObl Kectpen BcTynuiia B apmuto. [[eByika
He comtamanack. OH xoTel, YToObl OHa IpeKpaTuia urpars. Kecrpen nporuBunace u atomy. Posiiib
CTaJl CHMBOJIOM €€ COIPOTHBIIEHHUS €T0 BOJIE... IO KpaHen Mepe, KecTpen ka3anock, 4To ee oTel
BOCIIPMHUMAJ 3TO UMEHHO Tak. M TOIbKO celiuac oHa 0rajanachk: OH HEHABU/JIEI, KaK OHA Urpana,
MIOTOMY UTO MY3bIKa IPUUUHSIIA €EMY OO0JIb.

— Ilpusnatoch, — TpOU3HEC UMIMEPATOpP, — YTO 5 XOUy MOXBACTAThCS CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU
KecTpen. S xouy, 4TOOBI BCe YBUJIENIH, HACKOJIBKO TaJIaHTIMBA MOsI Oyayinasi J04b.

OH ¢ ynbpIOKOH pacKIaHSJICS M OTOINEN ITOTOBOPHUTH ¢ ri1aBoi CeHara.

['enepan TpasiH cxaJl B pyKe 4achl.

Hackonpko k€ DIynblil OAAPOK Ul YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIM BEJ COJIAAT B HOYHBIE araku, TIE




CKPBITHOCTh TOPOM O3HAYaJIa pA3HUIY MEXKIY KU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO.

— Orpait ux mue, — npemioxuna Kectpen. — S Haiiny xoponmii KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPBIM UX
YPOHMUTb.

["enepan cierka ynbIOHYICS.

— Korna umneparop Bpydaer Tebe Mmonapox, Jiydlie UM MoJib3oBarbes. — OH Opocui B3I
Ha KuHXxan y nosica Kecrpen. — MHorna nogapok Juist HETo SIBISETCS ClIOCOO0M MOKa3aTh, 4YTO MY

MPUHAIJICKUT.

«5l emy He mpHHaAIIEKY», — XOTela Bo3pa3uTh KecTpen, HO OTell yXe OCTaBUJ €€: OH
MEIJIEHHO IIleJI T0 JIy)Kaifike, 4TOObl TOMPHUBETCTBOBAaTh odwuiiepa ¢uoTa, KOTOPHIH OBLT B
YBOJIBHUTEIBHOM.

JlomKHO OBITh, KTO-TO BBICTPENWJI MPsSMO B LEHTp MuleHu: KecTpen ycinblmana peakue
arJIOAUCMEHTHI.

— Tb1 He Oynemb cTpensiTh?

3Oto 661 Bepeke. OH nojoien tak, uro Kecrpen ero He 3amerunia.

— He ceronns.

Jyn npeparenbCckuii BeTep, M, KpoMe TOro, ee oren Obul 37ech. KecTpenm He xorena
MPOMAaXHYThHCS.

Bepekc npemioxui en pyky.

— JlaBait mocMOTpHUM, KTO MOOEIUT.

IToka onu uwu, Kectpen npousnecia:

— ThlI, JOKHO OBITH, MHOT'O 3HACIIIHL O MEJIUITUHE.

Bepekc noxan mieyamu.

— Ts1 OBl IpeITIOYET CTATH JIEKAPEM, & HE UMIIEPATOPOM ?

OHu cryckajuchk ¢ HeOoIbIIoro xonma. Bepekc cMotpen npsmo nepea codoit. OH HUYETO He
orBeTws. KecTpen ramana, oOujena oHa €ro CBOMM BONPOCOM, WJIM OH MPOCTO HE 3HAJ, YTO
ckazatbk. OgHako 3areM Bepekc mporoBopui:

— Ha 1e0st cMOTpUT repaHCKui MUHUCTP 3EMIIEICIHS.

Kectpen Opocuna ObICTpBI B3I MO CTOPOHAM M 3aMeTuia TeHceHa, KOTOphIM cuaen B
KpecJie o/ IePEeBbsIMHU, YIIEPEB TPOCTh Mepes] COO0M U CIIOKUB HA HEHM PYKH.

— Her, He cmoTpu Ha Hero, — npousHec Bepekc. — bynb octopoxkna, Kecrpern.

Kectpen counace c mara.

— 41 He coBceM MOHMMAl0, O YEM Thl.

— ThI K€ 3Haelb, 3a4eM MO OTEIl JICPKUT €ro Ipu JABope?

Kectpen MeaineHHO oTBETHIIA:

— YT100BI CIIEAUTH 32 HUM.

— Uto nmomymaeT MOM OTel, €CIM YBUJUT, YTO MUHUCTP HE OTPHIBAET OT T€Os B3Tsiaa?

Kectpen HepBHO cmioTHyna. Ee pykam, HECMOTpsS Ha Mepyarkd, ObLIO OYE€HB XOJIOIHO.
OpnHako OHa MOMbITAIaCh, YTOOBI €€ r0JIOC 3BydYall YBEPEHHO U OECIIEUHO:

— JItoi1 MOCTOSTHHO Ha MEHSI CMOTPAT. Sl HUUEro He MOTY € 3TUM MOJIeNaTh.

Bepekc rmokadait roinoBoil U HOBEPHYIICA K JTyYHUKAM.

— VBepsito Tebsi, — ckazanma Kectpen. — MeHs ¢ TepaHCKMM MUHHCTPOM HHUYETO HE
CBA3BIBAET.

Bepekc uckoca 6pocui el yKOpu3HEHHBIN B3I,

— Kectpen, s 3Ha10, C KEM U UTO TEOs CBA3BIBAET.

Kectpen noneitanack cMeHUTh TeMy. OHa mpou3Hecaa ApPa3HAIMM I0JI0COM:



— Pa3 yxx MBI CIJIETHUYAEM O TOM, KTO 3a KEM HAOJIIO/IaeT, HE BpeMs Jiu TeOe cKa3arh MHE,
KOTOPYIO U3 MOUX CIIY>)KaHOK Thl HAHSLJI?

— Uro 310 M3mMenut? Heyxkenu Tl 0 CUX TIOp HE MOHsIA, YTO OHU BCe 3a TOOOMU ciensaT? Sl
MOIKYIWI OAHY, HO KTO MOAKYNWJI OCTalIbHBIX? — Ternepb Bepekc moBepHycs K HEW JTULIOM. —
Tsl cripocuiia, xoten Obl s ctarh BpauoM. Jla. Xoren Owl. Korma-to xoten. Y MeHs gaxe Obuid
KHUTH TIO0 MeaunnHe. Mol orten Bce ux cxker. Kectpen, s 3Har0, Thl AyMaellb, YTO CIpsTalia CBOE
ceplle Tam, IJie ero HUKTO He HalJieT. — Ero TemHble m1a3a yaepxuBaiu ee B3 — Ho Tebe
HY>KHO MPSITaTh €ro NOJTYyYIIe.

BeinmymenHas ctpesia co CBUCTOM MPOJIETENA BBICOKO HAJ MUILIEHBIO.

— Bepekc, uTo Tebe pacckaszajga Mos CITy>kaHKa?

— Hewmmoro... noka. — J]omkHO ObITh, OH YBHUJIE€N BOJHEHHUE, KOTOPOE OHA MbITATACh CKPHITh.
BeIpaxkeHue ero nuima cMIrdmiiock. — JlaBaid OCTAHOBUMCS Ha TAKOM MOJIOKEHUH JIEIL.

KecTpen BeiiaBuia U3 ce0s MIMPOKYIO HAIPSKEHHYIO YIIBIOKY.

Bepekc B3a0oXHYII.

— Toitgem, — cka3zan oH. — S X04y MOCMOTPETh, KaK OyJeT cTpenars Puia.

Kectpen mo3Bonuna emy mnpoBecTu €€ K crpenbbuiny. OHa ObUia paja, 4To He oOemana
HHUKOMY y4aCTBOBaTh B COPEBHOBAHUHM JIYYUHUKOB. E€ manbIlsl Iporkanu Obl Ha TETHBE.

Puma mnonoxuna crtpeny Ha TetuBy. OHa Jepkaiach yBepeHHO. KecTpenm BHUMArelbHO
cjieanIia 3a BOCTOYHOM AeBymkod. Eciiu oHa OyJIeT ¢ TaKuM K€ YBICUEHHEM CMOTPETh COCTSI3aHHUE,
Kak u Bepekc, To, MOXKET ObITh, XOTs1 Obl HA MTHOBEHHUE 3a0y/IeT O MPEeAYyNpeXACHUH MIPUHIIA.

Puia BeICTpenwiia. 3aBepiMB JICHUBBIA MOJIET, CTpeJia BOTKHYJIACh B Kpail MulueHu. Bce
CTpeJibl, KOTOpbIe Pullia BBITyCTHIIA, YTOAUIN JAJIEKO OT eHTpa. [1o Tomy, kak Puma nepsxkana nyk,
KecTpen oxxuaana ot Hee Jydiero pesyiabrara. OQHaAKO CETOHS IEUCTBUTEIBHO OBLIIO BETPEHO.

Puina cHoBa nmpuieniiace.

— ...ponuTtcs mepBbiM? — ycnblmana Kectpen 4ybu-TO ciioBa. — ManeHbKUM MPUHI] WIN
npuHIEecca?

Bepekc Bozne Hee 3amep. KecTpen yBuaena NpUIBOPHBIX, KOTOpbIE 3TO cKazanu. OHa
OCO3HAJIa, YTO OHU CMOTPENM MpsAMO Ha Hee ¢ Bepekcom. Berep uetko monocwuit ux ciosa. Kecrpen
MorJia Obl TOHSTh, O YeM OHU TOBOpWJIU, ObIcTpee. Ee 1meku 3amnbpuiaii.

Puia BeimycTHina crpeny.

Ta yroguna npsiMo B LIEHTP MUIICHH.
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[Toka ApuH y4us BOCTOYHBIM SI3bIK, €My Ka3ajioCh, OyATO OH BO3POKIal KaKoe-TO 3HaHHE,
KOTOpPOE y HEro y)Xe ObLJI0, HO O CYIIECTBOBAHUU KOTOPOTO OH HE Mojo3peBal. [JakpaHckuil oueHb
CUJIBHO HAaNlOMUHAJ repaHckuii. HeKoTopble CIOBECHBIE KOHCTPYKLIMHM COBIANANIN, U, XOTS CaMU
CJIOBA Pa3JIMYaIIMCh, OHU HE KA3aJIKCh COBEPILICHHO HE3HAKOMBIMU. APUH YUUJICS OBICTPO.

TeM He MeHee, ITYCTh BOCTOYHBIA SA3BIK U JABAJICS €MY JIETKO, MHOIO€ B 3TOM 4Yy)KOU CTpaHe
Mo-MpexXHeMY ynuBIisuio ApuHa. JlakpaHckas KyxHs oOpaliaia 0ojbllie BHUMaHUsI Ha 1IBET, a HE HA
BKyC. JKUTeNN HOCWUIIM MPOCTYIO OEXKIY, HO IMOJIb30BAJIUCh JIEKOPATUBHON KOCMETHUKOW — Kak
KEHIIMHBI, Tak W MYX4yuHbl. Pomap, Hamnpumep, JOOUI TOABOAWTH IJa3za SIPKUMH,
BBIJICTISIIOIIMMUCS 3aBUTKaMU, OyITO YTOOBI MOKAa3aTh: OH 3HAET, KaK 3TO MPHUBIEKAET BHUMAaHUE K
€ro yBEUbsIM, HO €MY BCE PAaBHO.

ApUHY IO3BOJIWIIN T'YJIATH MO ABOPIY K TOPOJLY.

— Bce 3HaroT, KTO ThI, — cka3an Pomap, nepHys miedyom. — Ecnu 3abpenens caumikom
JaJIeKO, TOPOJCKUE CTPAXKHUKHU C PAJOCThIO TEOS 3aCTPEIIAT.

— I'ie *MEHHO HauYUHAETCS «CIMIIKOM JAIEKO»?

Porap ckazan, 4ToObl AprH pa3oupascs B 3TOM CaM.

Koposnesa xe TeM BpeMeHEeM HU BO YTO HE BMENIMBAIACh.

Cnauana ApuH ocTaBajcCsl BO ABOPIIE, HAIESICh, YTO B HEM OOMTAET HE TOJIBKO cama KOpoJieBa,
HO U €€ CYIIHOCTb. ECIIM OH BBIyUHT BCE KOPUOPHI, YEIUHEHHBIE YTOJKU U MOKOH, TO, BO3MOXKHO,
€My yJIacTCsl yrajaaTh, Kak yOeUTh €€ 3aKIII0UnuTh coro3 ¢ ['epanom.

OnHako 3arajka roJIOBOKPYXKHUTEJIBHOTO COYETaHUs MPO3PAaYHBbIX U HEMPO3PauyHbIX CTEH I0-
NpexHEMY eMy He JaBajach. ApuH Opoaui mo asopuy. MiHoraa 10 Hero JOHOCHIMCH OTJaleHHbIE
3ByKH MY3bIKU. Wrpanum Ha HMHCTPYMEHTE, HAIIOMHHABILIEM TE€PAHCKYI CKPUIIKY, HO C Oojee
MJIOCKUM HUXKHUM MOPOKKOM U CTPYHAMU, HATSIHYTBIMU TYXKE, UTO MPUABAJIO MEJIOANY 3By4aHUE
yIapHOTO MHCTpyMEHTa. Bo BpemMs UTpbl MHOTHE HOTHI OBLIH IMMIKOBBIMH, & JBUKEHUS CMBIYKOM
PE3KUMH U arpeCCUBHBIMU.

KoponeBy Apun Bugen penko. Korma oHM Bce ke MEpPECEKANNUCh, Ta XOJIOAHO UTHOPHUPOBAJIA
€ro, 1 ApUH JIMIIHUN pa3 BCIIOMHUHAJ, YTO COBEPIIEHHO Oe30pyxeH. Ero poauTenu cuurtanu, 4Tto
HOCUTh KJIIMHOK Ha BHUJY — BepX HeBocmuTaHHOCTU. OpHako ceilyac ApUH YyBCTBOBaI CeOs
HeyloTHO Oe3 kuHxayia Kectpen y Oenpa... v emie OOJIbIlle €ro CMYIAI0 UMEHHO 3TO CTPaHHOE
CMSITEHHE.

BoctouHble kuTenu Bcerna ObUIM BOOPYXKEHBI 10 3yO0B. OHU MpeanodyuTand HEOOJNbIIOE
opyxue. Mx apbaners! Obutn MeHbIlle, 4eM ApuH kKorma-nmn6o Buzgen. Ot Pomapa oH y3Ham, 9To OHU
HE MOTJIM CPAaBHUTHCS B MOIM C 3alaJHbIMU, HO CTPENATh MO3BOJLSUIM 0Oojiee METKO, a
repe3apspKaTh UX MOKHO ObLTO ObICTpEE.

Boctounast 11000Bb K MUHHMATIOPHBIM BelaM MPOSIBIISUIACH BO BCEM, B TOM YHUCJIE U BO
BHYTpEeHHEM yOpaHcTBe ABopla. Ha cTeHax Bucenu KapTUHBI pa3MepoM He OoJiblie J1agoHu. Yanm,
B KOTOPBIX COOMpasiaCh CTEKaIas C KPBIIl JIOXKJEBas BOAA, ObUIM YKpalleHbl KPOIICYHBIMU
MO3auYHbIMH CTpeKko3aMu. Ha moikax KOMHArT JJisl KypeHUsl CTOSUIM Yachl pa3MepOM C Hapy4dHbIE U
(dbapdopoBble siila, BHYTPU KOTOPBIX CKPHIBAJIMChH CBUBIIMECS KOJIbIIAMU 3MEU U3 3€JIEHOT0 CTEKIIA.
W3 HEKOTOPBIX SUIT BEUIYIUISUTUCH KPOIIIEUHBIE TUTPHI, MEIKAIOIIIE MEXaHUNIECKIUMHU 3y0aMHu.

OnHaxkbpl ApuH OOHAPYXHUJ B YEIUHEHHOM YrOJKEe MOZENIb CAMOTO JIBOPIla Ha BO3BBIIICHHUH.
[Ipu Bunme neranei, ¢ KOTOPHIMU OBLIM BBHIMOJHEHBI MOKOM, APHUH IOXajed, YTO y HEro HeT



YBEJIMYUTEIBHOTO CTEKJIAa. OH HOITEM IMOBEPHYI KpaH. B BaHHYHO pa3MepoM C YalIKy MOJIUIIACH
BOJ/Ia. ApUH MOYYBCTBOBAJ CEOs CIMUIIKOM OOJIBIIMM — TPYObIM M HEMTOBOPOTIIUBEIM.

— MHe coobumiu, 4To Thl 3/1€Ch, — pa3Aajcs c3aau rojoc Pomapa.

ApUH BBIKJIIOUMI MAJIEHBKUI KPaH.

— OH npuHauIe)Kan MOEN CECTPE.

Ton Pomapa He OCTaBIIsI COMHEHHM, KOTOPYIO CECTPYy OH MMmel B BuIy. OH ycTaBWICA Ha
MOKOW, KOTOpbIE MOIIM Obl OBITH JIOMOM MAJICHBKOM MPUHIECCHL. Y TMOAHOXHUSA CKPBITOU
OaJITaXWHOM KPOBATU CTOSJI CYHAYK. APUH MPOTSAHYI PYKY, UTOOBI OTKPBITH €ro. OH 0XuJaji, 4yTo
Pomap 3apbrauT OT BO3MYILEHHS, HO TOT JIMIIb TOCMOTPEN HA HETO, MPUIYPUB CBOM TEMHBIC 1134,
KOTOpBIC HAITOMHUIU ApHUHY TJ1a3a 3Mel u3 ¢haphopoBbIX SUIl. ApHUH CYHYI B CYHJIYK TaJell.

W nemeyieHHO OTAECpHYI PyKY. B ero masner OyATo BIUINCH MHOKECTBO KPOIIEYHBIX KIIBIKOB.
W3 paHOK BBICTYNHUJIA KPOBb.

Pomap goctan M3 KOMHAThl CYHZIYK, BBICHINIANI €r0 COAECPKUMOE ce0e Ha JIaJIoHb M MOoKazall
Apuny.

Kpomeunoe opyxue. Meun pasmepoM co ciuyku. KnHXanbl — OCTpbIE CTaJbHBIE OIMUIIKH.
Pomap cxan nagoHb, a 3areM OpOCHJI OKpPOBABIEHHOE HUIPYLIEYHOE OPYKHE OOpPaTHO B IMOKOU
Punm.

— Viigem oTcroja, — cKazall OH.

% ok Xk

— O06e3raBIUBaHNE CTAaHET MPEKPACHBIM 3peNuIlieM, — MporoBopui Pormap, B To Bpems Kak
ApuH Bel JOAKy 1o KaHamy. JleHb ObuT sicHBIM. — ThI Tak He Aymaenb? Thl CIUIIKOM TSKE IS
XOPOIIETO MOBEMICHUS. TBOSI 1IIesl TEPETOMUTCSI MTHOBEHHO.

— Ho o6e3rnaBnuBanue Toxe ObICTpOE.

— Her, ocobeHHO eciii TOmop TYMHO.

D10 ObUT OOBIYHBINA PA3TOBOP MEXKIYy HUMH. Poliap ¢ yioBOiIbCTBHEM Haydyus ApHHA CJIOBaM,
KOTOpBIE Ha €T0 A3bIKE 0003HAYaNM pa3IMYHbIe CIIOCOObI Ka3HU, U €KEJIHEBHO HAllOMHUHATI ApUHY,
4TO €r0 XM3Hb HAXOMUTCS B pykax mpuHma. OObdHO Takue Oecenbl Becenuian Pormapa, KOTOPHI
ceiiyac momysiexal Ha MPOTHUBOIOIOKHOM KOHIIE KaHO?, CKPECTUB pyku Ha rpyau. OaHy HOTY OH
cBecws 3a OOpT, a mia3a MOAHSUI K roixyoomy HeOy. OmHAKO CEroiHsi B €ro Io3e YHUTaloCh
npuTBOpCcTBO. Ero urypa cocrosiia u3 oqHUX KECTKUX JTUHHM.

3arem OH OMYCTHJI IIa3a U OKUHYI B3MISLIOM ropol. UTo-To mMpUBJIEKIIO ero BHUMaHue. JIuio
Pomapa u3smenuiiocs. Bece ero mpuTBOpCcTBO MTHOBEHHO MCYE3J10, M OCTalaCh TOJBKO OOHAKEHHAs
SAPOCTh — Ta e, YTO 3aCTaBUJIA €r0 CXKaTh B KyJaKe UTPYIIeYHOE opyxkue Pumm.

ApUH TOXE 3TO BUICIL.

Brnonb Gepera kanana Opena sxeHumHa. Ha Heil Obui y3kue OproKu *KuTeneld paBHUH. B pykax
OHa HecJa Toy0oil CBEPTOK — 3TO OBLT I[BET, B KOTOPHIM OACBAIMCH NaKpaHCKUe aeTh. JKeHIMHa
HEXXHO MPUXKUMaJa CBEPTOK K cede, Oynro miuajeHa. OqHako y Toro He Obuio auiia. He Obuio pyk.
Hwuyero, kpoMme CBEpHYTOM TPAIKH.

ApwuH mipekpatii rpectd. Boga kpyxunachk BOKpYT €ro HEemoBHKHOTO Beca.

Nuorna ApuH moutd Mor noHsATh noctynok Kectpen. [laxe celuac, omiymas, Kak JOIKa
MEJIJIEHHO TUIBIBET MO TEUEHHIO, OH BCTIOMHUJI OTYasHUE, MOSBIISBIICECS HA JUIE ACBYIIKH, KOTIa
OH ymoMHuHall ee orTmna. Tocky. ApUHY XOTeJIOCh BCTPSAXHYTh €€, MPOTHAaTh 3TO BBIpAXKEHUE,
O0COOCHHO B TEpBbIE MECSAIIBI TIOCNIe TOro, Kak OHa Kymuia ero. OH XoTell 3aCTaBUTh €€ YBUIECTh



reHepaiia TakuM, KakuM OH ObLT Ha camMoM jelie. 3aCTaBUTh €€ MPU3HaTh, KeM OblIa OHAa cama,
MpU3HATh HEMPaBOTY, MOHATh, YTO OHA HE JOJDKHA TaK >KakJaTh J00BU oTia. Ero mo6oBh Obuia
nponuTaHa KpoBblo. Heyxenun Kectpen storo He Buuena? Kak ona momia? Korma-to ApuH
HEHABU/JIEII €€ 32 3TO.

A 3arem ee Tocka TpoHyna ero. OH mO3HaJI ATO YYBCTBO CaM: OH TOXKE KeJiall TOTO, Yero emMy
&Kemarh He ciienoBasio. OH TOXeE OIIYTUJI, KaK CepAlle camoO BbIOUpaeT cede MPUIOT U HE CIYIIAeT
rojioc pazyma. He 3mech, meitanca Bo3pasutb oH. He co muou. He . Huxorma. OmgHako um
3aBIIajiesia Ta ke 00JIe3Hb.

Korma oH MBICIEHHO BO3Bpamajicsi K 3TOH CHUTyalnu, pojib KecTpen BO B3SITUM BOCTOYHBIX
paBHUH Obula mpenckazyemoil. MHorma ApuH NOpoKJIMHAI €€ 3a TO, KaKk OHa Jo0uBaliach
PaCIIONIOKEHUST UMIIEPATOPA, UM BUHUJ 3a MPEBPAILECHUE BOWHBI B UTPY MIPOCTO TOTOMY, YTO OHA
Moma. OgHako €My Kas3ajaoCh, YTO OH 3HAET NPUYMHBI €€ AcicTBUi. OHa Aenana BCE 3TO paju
oTIIA.

Bce moutu cxogunock. Ilo kpaitHeil mepe, korma ApuH ObLT OJIM30K KO CHY, €r0 pa3ym
YTUXOMUPHUBAJICS, U CTAHOBWJIOCH CJIOXKHEE CJIEIUTh 32 TE€M, KaKM€ MBICIIM B HEM MOSBISIIUCS.
[lepen Tem Kak 3aCHYTh, OH MOJXOAMII BIUIOTHYIO K TOHUMAaHHIO.

Onnako ceiiyac oH OompcTBoBas. OH CMOTpENl HA JKEHUMHY C 3aTYMAaHEHHBIM B3IVISIIOM,
NPUKMMABIIYIO K TPYId TPAINUYHOTO MIIaJIeHIIa. ApUH BUJIET, KaK OHA HEXHO TIAIUT ToJyOble
ckyaaku. [loHnmMaHust IpocTo HE MOTJIO OBITh.

ApuH xaien, yto Kectpen He BUIUT 3ToM KapThHBL. OH XOTEII 3aCTaBUTh €€ 3aILIaTUTh 3a TO,
YTO OHA COBEpIIMJIA.
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Mup otBopua naBepw BecHe. Tyrue OyTOHBI pacHMyCTHJINCh W BBITYCTHJIM Ha CBET
Pa3HOLIBETHBIE JICTIECTKU.

Kectpen moutu He mokujaana ABOpIAa, HO OT 3TOrO HE OBUIO MOJIb3bl. XOA MBICIEH TOXE
3aBUCEJI OT MOPHI TOla, ¥ OHA HE MOIVIa OCTAHOBUTH TE€, YTO BBIPBAIUCH CE€MYAC HAPYXKY U3
3aIBOPOK €€ co3HaHus. O yem ke oHa aymana? UTo Tawyioch B €€ Jylie, OKPYKEHHOE YyBCTBOM
BUHBI? UTO OHa Jepkajia B pyKax U IMOAHUMAJa K CBETY, YTOOBI MOJYyYIe PACCMOTPETh, U UTO
Opocaiia, Kak MOXHO cKopee, OyATO 000XKTach?

Takue MBICIH pa3pacTaiuch, KaKk I[BEThl ¢ OTHEHHBIMU JjenecTkamMu. OHM CXKUTajld TpaBy
BOKPYT cebs. ["openu camu oT KopHs 10 KoH4YMKa cTebmsa. KecTpen uzberana ux.

Yame Bcero. Ho nHorma ona cama nuia um HaBcTpeuy. M nrana mo mytu camoii ceoe.

Kectpen nymana o cBoeM posie, KOTOpbId ocTtaiicss B Iepane. O HeM MOXHO ObUIO
BCIIOMHUHATh: BIIOJHE €CTECTBEHHO, YTO OHA CKyd4ajga MO0 WHCTPYMEHTY, Ha KOTOPOM HUrpaja C
JIETCTBA, KOTOPBIA KOINA-TO MpHUHAJIekKan ee marepu. Posiab BO JBOpIle M37aBajl OOrarbii,
3BEHSIIMHI 3BYK, U, BO3MOXHO, ObUT KaueCTBEHHEE cienaH, Ho KecTpen He Momia He TOCKOBATh 110
TOMY, Ha KOTOPOM HUTIpajia TOYTH BCIO CBOKO *W3Hb. OHA MOYTH YYBCTBOBAJA IO NajbllaMU €ro
MPOXJIAIHBIE KJIABHUIIIM.

Ee posue octancs B nome Apuna. OHa xopomo 3Hana ToT oM. OH ObuT ee TiopbMoOi. OF
[OYTH CTaJI €H... IOMOM.

Opnnaxo 3arem Kectpen momymaia, uro 310 HEe Tak. OHa BOBCE HE TaK XOPOILIO 3HAJIA JIOM
Apuna. OnHa OblIa yOeXjeHa, 4YTO 3TO MpaBia, WM MOHsJIA: cojiraja cede JIMIIb JJIsl TOro, YTOOb
caMoii ce0st ucnpaBuTh. Beap yacTh 1oMa AprHa OHa TaK HUKOTJa U HE BUJENA.

Bort rae Obi1a 3arpo3aka. [buiaronmii BETOK.

Kectpen Hukorga He Obuia B mokosx ApuHa. Jla, oHa oOHapyxuia €ro JIeTCKUE KOMHAaThI.
Opnaxnapl BcTpeTWwiia ero taM. Ho B TO Bpems OH yxXe cmaja B JAPYyrol 4yacTu goma. Tam ke
MPOBOAMIJ Yachl YEAUHEHUS, TPUHUMAJl BaHHY, YWTAaJ, OACBAJICS, CMOTPEJ] B OKHO. Bua u3 Toro
okHa KecTpen Tak HUKOTJ]a U HE OTKPBUICS.

ApUH XWJI C TPOTUBOMOJOKHOW CTOPOHBI PACIOJOXKEHHOIO HA KpBIIIE ABOMHOIO caja,
KOTOPBIN CoeUHIT ero TTokou ¢ ee. OH nan KecTpen kito4 OT TOU JIBEpU B CTEHE, pa3JIeisBIICH UX.
KecTpen mbiciieHHO B3sij1a K04 B pyKy. BeraBuia B 3amok. OTBOpUIIa ABEPD.

Ona npeacTaBiisiia cede, 4To 0OOHAPYKUT TaM. Bo3MOKHO, MOJI KOPUI0pa, BEYIIETO U3 Cajia B
KOMHAarbl AprHa, ObUT BBUIOKEH IIJIUTKOM, KOTOpast OjiecTena B TEMHOTE, OyATO Yelllysl BOJIIIEOHOTO
cymectBa. B BooOpaxenunm Kectpen crosuta miryOokass Houb. ThMma Kazalach (PU3HMYECKH
0Cs13a€MOM.

B otnmume ot Kectpen, Apun He cTan Obl 3aKHTaTh JIAMITBI BO BCeX KOMHAaraX, 0COOCHHO B
TeX, KOTOPbIE HE MCIOJIH30BaJl B JaHHBII MOMEHT. HeT, oH ObI 3aKer BCero ofHy, U TO HESIPKO, KaK
YeJI0BEK, MPUBBIKIIMI Oepedb TO HEMHOTOE, UYTO y Hero ecTh. [loaToMy Kectpen moiiuia Obl Ha CBET.
Tam, rie ona Haiwia Obl €r0 UCTOYHHK, OHA Halwia Obl U ApUHAa.

HNHorna ona HaxouJiia ero B CHaJIbHE.

Nuorna eit He xBarajo cuil, 4ToObl aymarb o0 3toM. Ee cepaue B3aparuBano. MyxkecTBO
nokuaano ee. [foaToMy oHa mpeanodynTaia HaXOAUTh €ro B JPYrUX MECTaX: B TOCTHHOM, T€ OH
CHJICJI B KpeCJie WM Ha KOPTOUYKaX Yy KaMUHA, MOJIKJIa IbIBAIOIIMM B MJIaMs JPOBa.

[Tocnie Toro kak oHa HaXoJWJIa €ro, BCErIa MPOUCXOAUIIO OJHO U TO k€. B ee MBIC/IAX y HEero B



pyKax Bcerjia ObUIO YTO-TO, UTO OH OTKJIA/IbIBAJl, KOTJa BUJIEI €€: MTOJIEHO, KHUTA.

OH ObUT yIUBIICH: HE JyMall, 9YTO OHA TMPHUIET.

Brempsmsuics. Berasan. [oaxoaun Ommxe.

Toi1 HOubtO B roponie ApuH BbIMTpan npaBny. Bemrpan yectHo. Celdac OH MOJYYHUT TO, YTO
Kectpen emy 3agomkana. OH moTpeOyeT, 4uToObl OHa OOBsSCHWIA eMy mnpuuyuHy. M oHa Bce
pacckaxerT. [IpaBna nexana Ha KOHUHMKE €€ A3bIKa, M HE TOJBKO TaM. KecTpen 4yBCTBOBaJIa MpaBIy
B ropJie, KOpeHb MpaB/bl JepKaJICs ITyOOKO BHYTPH JIeBylIkHM. HaBepHOe, Tak 4yBCTBOBaJIU ceOs
IIEBIIBI IEPE TEM, KaK 3aI€Th, KOT/Ia TE€JIO TOTOBUJIOCH M HACTPAUBAIIOCH HA MEJIOAUIO.

Ona Morna cpocuTh AprHa. YK €My-TO HaBEpHsAKA 3TO YyBCTBO 3HakoMo. Ho oHa Oosimach
3arOBOPUTb.

A ApuH ciyman. OH 1aJ1 OTBETOB.

MomeHT Hactan. DTO BCeraa MPOMCXOOUIIO B OAWH M TOT k€ MOMEHT. KecTpen mogHuMana
rOJIOBY, Y MPABJAA JIMJIACH U3 HEE MECHEM.

* %k Xk

Ona Ooubllle HE MOTIIA BEIHOCHUTH Moyrdanue Jlkecc. CIHUIIKOM MHOTO IMHCEM OCTalloCh 0e3
orBeTa. CnuikoM MHOro pa3 Kectpen yxoauina, HaTKHYBIIMCh Ha 3aKpbITYIO aBepb Jxecc. Eil He
XOTEJIOCh BBIHY)K/IATh MOIPYTY K BCTPEYE... HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OOJIbIlIE HUYETO €l HE 0CTaBaJIOCh.
OH oTmpaBujiia CBOIO KapTOUYKy C HMIeparopckoil mnedarbto. Ha mnimoTHo#l Oymare ObuiH
o0o3HaueHbl JAeHb U yac Bu3uTa Kecrpen B jom Jlxecc.

N Jlxecc xmana ee.

KecTpen nposenu B canoH. J[»kecc cuiena Ha BBIIIMTOM JIMBaHE y KamuHa. [limams ropeno
SApKO, HECMOTpPSL Ha TO, YTO J€Hb ObUI TEIIbIM. KecTpesn HeloBKO 3amepra, TepeOs JICHTY CBOETO
KolenbKka. Jlpkecc, Ka3anoch, elie OoJbIe HCXyalia, €€ BOJOCHI yTparuiaud cBoil Oneck. OHa He
BCTpeyanach B3msiioM ¢ Kectpen: ee riaza cMOTpenn BbIlle, HA METKY OMOJIBKH Ha JI0Y Y TOCTHH.

J>xecc oTBena B3I,

— Yto Tebe HyXHO?

Bcero nopory ctoga B kapere KecTpen ncnbIThiBaJIa TOMHOTY. Teneps €l cTano ele XyxKe: ee
BHYTPEHHOCTH OY/ITO IPEBPATUIUCH B KIIyOOK UEpBEH.

— VYBumeTs Teos.

— Yrto XK, 51 31€Ch, KaK Thl M IpUKa3ana. Tel MeHs yBUIeA. Tenepb MOXKEb YXOAUTb.

— JIxxecc. — B ropiie Kectpen Bcran komok. — S ckyuato mo tebe.

Jl’xecc TepeOuiia TajblleM BBIIMTOE H300paKeHUE Ha TOAyIIKe nuBaHa. Ha HeM Obia
JEBYIIKA-BOUTEIBHUIIA, KOTOPAsi OXOTHJIACH Ha JKcy. J[>)Kecc mouenuaa HOrTeM HUTh.

— Meno B oxepenbe? — cupocuina Kecrpen. OHa CIMIIKOM CKOpO — OECUYBCTBEHHO U
Oecrom@aIHO CKOpO — pa3jaBuiia CTEKJISIHHBIE JenecTku momapka [[»kecc B mopomok. Kecrpen
OCO3HAJIa: B HEM KuJia HAJIeK 1, YTO MMEHHO UCITIOPYEHHBIN MOJIAPOK MOTYOUIT UX APYKOY.

— Osxepenbe, — pOBHBIM TOHOM NOBTOpHUIa Jlxecc.

— 4l He noHMMana, KaKk MHOTO OHO JyIsl Te€0s 3HaYn0. ...

— Sl pana, 9TO OHO Pa30oMIOCH.

JI>kecc MOACKOYMIIA HA HOTM M MOIONUIA K XPYCTaJbHOMY IOAHOCY, KOTOPBIM CTOSUT Ha
O6okoBoM crtosnmke. Ha momHoce ObUT CTEKJISHHBIA KYBIIMH C BOJOW M HEOOJBIION MYy3BIPEK C
MYTHOH >KUJKOCTBIO. J[’ecc Hallnia BOIbl B CTaAKaH, HEMHOIO PAacIJIECKaB, U HAKJIOHUJIA HAJl HUM
ny3bIpeK. B Boay ymajin HECKOJIbKO Kareilb W 3aTyMaHuiu ee. J[»kecc Hauajga MUTh OOJBIMMU



rnoTkamu. Ee cypoBbie kapue riaza OJecHyu.

Oren; Kectpen y3Hai Obl 3TOT B3IJIAI, TOTOMY YTO B HEM CTOslJIa BOMHA.

Ho on Obl He yBUIEN HENPOIUTHIX ciie3 Jlkecc. A eciau Obl U yBUIEI, TO IPUTBOPUIICS OBI, UTC
UX HE ObLIO.

VY KecTpen B rinaszax Toxe 3alMIaio.

— Ckaxxu MHE, B UEM sl BAHOBATA.

— To1 3Haemn. Thl Ta, KTO Bcerna Bce 3HaeT. JTo s niynas. HauBHas, u enBa 3a ToOOM
nocnesBat. [louemy Obl Tebe camoii MHe He ckazarb? CKaxXu MHE, Kakas s MeJJIMTENIbHasi.
[Tocmelics Hag TeM, Kak 51 3aCHY/Ia B TBOEW IMOCTENH, KaK S ycTaja, KaKk UcKaja TeOs Ha TBOEM
MPOKJISATOM Oally, a Tl HA pa3y Tam co MHOM He 3aroBopuia. Hu pa3zy. [locMmeiics Han Tem, Kak s
npsiTazach B TOJIE M CTaKaHAMU MHUJIa JUMOHHYIO BOIY MPOCTO 3aTe€M, YTOOBI JIeJIaTh XOTh YTO-TO.
Pacckaxku MHe, Kak s yBUJEda 3TOro TBOEro pada, Korjga oH mpoOupancs yepe3 Toimy. OH ObLI
Ips3HBIN. B 10XMOTBsIX. UEpHBIN U OTBPATUTEIBHBIN.

Ho on Onecren. — Jlxecc 3aroBopuiia TUX0 U sApocTHO. — Ero ry0sr Onectenu. M kypTke
toxe. [louemy Obl Tebe He 00BscHUTH 3TO, KecTpen? S cnumkoM miynasi, 4yToObl caMOil B 3TOM
pazoopaThbCs.

KecTtpen mouyBcTBOBaJA, KaKk OT €€ JIMIA MEIJICHHO OTJINJIA KPOBb.

— 4l Huuero He 3amofo3puiia, KOrna yBUJIENA, KaK €ro KypTka 3acBepKaja Ha CBETY, —
nponoipkana Jlxxecc. — Kak kpucramisl, nmogymana 5. Mnu ockonku crekia. Kak ctpanno. Ho s He
XOTeJa Ha HEro cMOTpeTh. U g1 0TBEpHYNach.

A morom s mouwia cnark. Thl pa3Oyauna MEHs M pacckasajia o pa3OuBieMcs oxepenbe. S
Takas xypexa. Thl MOXelllb 3TOMYy NOBepUTh? TONBKO yTpOM, KOIJIa sl OCTallach B KOMHATe OJIHA, J0
MEHS JOUUIO, YTO BCEMY €CTh IpocToe oObsicHeHne. — Ha pecnunax J[»ecc apoxanu cine3bl. —
[Touemy ObI TeOe MHE Bce HE 00BsICHUTH, KecTpen? Pacckaxku MHE TIpaB1y.

KecTtpen He Morna MOHSThH, Kak MpaBia MoIvia ObITh TaKOM JBYIMKOW, Kak MoHeTa. CToib
YUCTON — U ypomiuBoil. OHa cTosyia MOCPEAu CajoHa, B JIOBYIIKE U3 CBOEro0 COOCTBEHHOIO
MoJi4aHus... 1 3T0 MoIyaHue CcTajgo €e OTBETOM.

Tenepp [[xecc pplaana, HE CIEPKUBASCH.

— OH 3a0paJ1 y MeHs Bce.

Kectpen cnenana mar x Heil, HO [[»kecc BckuHyna pyku, Oyaro 3aummasck. Kectpen 3amepina.

— JIxecc, — TUXO IMMPOU3HECIA OHA. — JTO HE TaK.

JIxecc pe3ko U rpy0o 3acMesiach U CTEpPJIa CO IIEK CIIE3BL.

— He tak? On 3a0pain y MeHs J0M.

— He cam. 310 ObUIO YaCTHIO UMIIEPATOPCKOTO MEPEMUPHS: OTAATh KOJOHUIO 00paTHO.

— Ho oH noanucai 3To nepeMupue.

— Tot gom HUKOTrAAa HE OBUT MO-HACTOSILIEMY TBOUM.

— Tlocnymai, 4to Thl cama roBopuib! Mbl 3aBoeBain Te 3eMyin. OHU OBUIM HAUMHU. DTC
3aKOH BOWHBI.

— KT0 ycTanoBun Takoi 3akoH, /[xecc? KTo ckaszan, 4To MMEHHO TaK BCE JIOJKHO OBITH?

Jl>xecc npunypuia riaasza, OyaTo CMOTpeIia Ha YTO-TO BAAJIEKE.

— DTO U3-3a HErOo ThI CTAJIa TAKOM.

— Henpagna.

— To1 ObuTa MOE# MOIpyroi OoJiblie fecaTu JieT. [lymaens, s He 3Har0, KOTr/Aa Thl JHKEIb?

— HuKTO He 3acTaBIsil MEHSI MEHSTHCS.

— U, TeM He MeHee, 3TO MPOU30IILIO.



Kectpen npomonyana.

— Omn 3abpan y mens Ponana, — cka3zana [/[>kecc. — Ponan BcTynmi B psiibl BcagHUKOB, Thl
3Hana’?

Her. Kectpen 3Hama TOIbKO O TOM, UYTO OH yuied B apMui0. BcagHUKU OBUIM 3IMTHBIM
oTpsigoM. OHHM COPEBHOBAJIUCH 32 caMble OmacHble 3ananus. B cepaue Kectpen Bnuics ocTpelid
OCKOJIOK CTpaxa.

— PoHnaHn ymen cam, — cka3ana oHa HakoHell. — HUKTO He 3aCTaBIIsil €ro 3ammchbiBaThCS.

— HuxTto?

["omoc JI>kecc ObUT XpUTLIIBIM OT SIPOCTH.

— A ymomsna ero, — npousHecna Kecrpen. — fl ymorsiia ero He genath 3TOro.

— Yero crousnu TBou MOJbObI? PoHaH 3Han. Sl roToBa MOCMOPUTH HA YTO YTOAHO, YTO 3HAIL
OH 3HaeT To Xe, uTo 3Hato 4. ToT pad oBiagen Toboi. Ha ero omexzae octalnch OCKOJIKH MOETO
nonapka. Ha ero rybax — TBost MeTka. M Th aTOrO X0Tena. Thl x0Tenaa 3TOro, MoKa s ymupasia Ha
noJy ryoepHaropckoro nsopua. M naxke pansblie, koraa s BelOMpana Tede miarke U Mpeioxkuia
CTaTh TBOEU cecTpoul. Bce 3T0 BpeMs ThI XOTena Ipyroro.

KecTpen omyctuna B3DIA4 Ha BRIIMBKY AuBaHa. OHA HE OTphIBaja A3 OT PACIyCKaBIICKUCS
OXOTHHUIIBL.

— OnpoBeprau Mou clioBa, — npukasana Jlxecc.

Ecnu KecTpen noTsiHET 3a TOpUAllyr0 HUTKY, BBIIIMTOE JIMLIO IMOJHOCTBIO pacnycTuTcs. Eciu ¢
CUJION JIEpHET, TO, MOXKET ObITh, OXOTHHI[A UCUE3HET MOJTHOCTBIO.

— Omnposeprau ux!

— He mory, — 6e3xxu3nenHo orsetruia Kecrpen.

— Torna yxonu.

Ho KecTpen He Moriia OIIEBETUTHCS.

— Yxonu, Kectpen. S Gomnblile HUKOTAa HE X04y T€0s BUICTD.
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KecTpen cunena 3a possieM B IycTOM My3bIKalIbHOW KOMHaTe. KnaBuim mondaiu.

Jl>xecc Bce 3Hana.

Kectpen omyctuia pyky Ha KIAaBUIIM, CBITPAB SIPOCTHBIM akkopA. M cHOBa pa3manock TO
CTPAaHHOE HENPUATHOE 3X0, M3-3a KOTOPOro Ka3aJioch, 4YTO caMa MYy3bIKaJIbHas KOMHara
MPUCTYIIIMBAaEeTCS K HM3/aBaeMbiM B Hell 3Bykam. Kectpen yOpama pyky. Ee Terno mampsmiocs.
Moxert, eli Obl yganoch, Kak OOBIYHO, 3a0BITh 00 dX€ M C TOJOBOM MOTPY3UTHhCA B MY3bIKY. Ho
cenyac ee CKMMaJo 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOTO OHA PaHbILE HUKOIIA HE UCIIBITHIBAJIA.

Ei He xoTenoch urpars.

Kectpen Bcrama m3-3a posii U OCMOTpeESIa KOMHary. YTO HCHOpaBUT 3ACHIHIOI aKyCTHKY?
['obenensl Ha cTeHax? Kectpen 3actaBuiia ceOs nymarb 00 3TOM, MbITAasICh HE 00palliaTh BHUMAHUS
Ha TO, KaK OTYAsIHHO €l XOTeN0Ch, YTOObI J[3kecc Bce moHsIa.

Kectpen paccmarpuBana MOJIKHA, Pa3MBIIUIAs, HE CTOWUT JIM 3aCTABUTh UX KHUTaMu. BHe3ammHo
OHa 3aMETHuJa, YTO y OJAHOW M3 CaMbIX BBICOKMX IOJIOK HE ObUIO JEPEBSHHOM CTEHKH, & y BCEX
OCTJIbHBIX OBLIH.

Y »oTOl BMECTO CTEHKHM OblT 3KpaH. MCKycHO packpallleHHBI 3KpaH € pPeaJuCTUYHO
MIPOPUCOBAHHBIMU CYYKaMU U TEMHBIMH KOJIBLIAMH.

Kectpen mnomouma mnobnuke. OHa NOAHSAIACh HA UBIIOYKA U OTOABUHYIA B CTOPOHY



O0apoMeTp, a 3aTeM MocTyvyana o METAUIMYECKOMY SKpaHy.

Pasznanocs 3xo.

3a creHoil Obuta Jpyras KOMHara. A 3a pa3puCOBaHHBIM JKPAaHOM — MECTO, OTKyda 3a
Kectpen MoxHO ObUTIO HAOIIOATh U CIYIIATh, KAK OHA UTPAET UJIM Pa3roBapuBaeT ¢ KEM-TO.

DTa KOMHAaTa paHblle pruHauiexkana Bepekcy, u umneparop ornai ee Kecrpei.

Kectpen onyctunach Ha MSTKH.

NmMniepatopy HpaBUIUCH UTPBIL.

KecTpen crana mocnemHo BCNOMHUHATh KaKJ0€ MTHOBEHHE, KOTOPOE MPOBENa B MY3bIKAJIIbHON
koMHare. CoBeplmiia M OHa 3[€Ch XOTh OHY ommOKy? Ckasaia JIn YTO-TO, YETO €l TOBOPUTH HE
cinegoBano? Bpsg nmu. HeT, HUKTO HE MOT YBUAETH B €€ IEMCTBUSIX HUYETO HEMPABUIIBLHOTO.

Be3piBaroniero.

IIpectynnoro.

Kectpen orouua. 3a Hell Moryiv HaOMIOIaTh MPSAMO ceifyac.

KecTpen mokuHyna KOMHATy U CTaja U3ydarh KOPUIOP CHAPYXKHU B IMIOUCKAX BXOAA B TO MECTO,
OTKYy/a 3a Hel Moru ciieauTh. OHa Boauiia NajbllaMu MO pe3b0e, yKpallaBileil CTEHbI, 1 HAKOHEI]
Cep/ILIEBUHA JICPEBIHHOTO BETKA MOAAAIACH, U TAHEIb OThEXala B CTOPOHY.

[TomernieHre 0ka3anoch MaJl€HbKUM, ITYCThIM, TEMHBIM U XOJOAHBIM. Uepe3 skpaH ObUl BUJICH
€€ posuTh U OOJbIAs YacTh SIPKO OCBEIICHHON KOMHAThl, KpoMe 1Bepu. KecTpen ycraBuiach Ha TO
MECTO, TAE CUea.

JleBylka cHOBa OCMOTpesa cupsTaHHyro KomHary. OHa Ka3anach modTu oObrdHOM. [IpocToit,
yuctoil. HenmpuibHOM. HO 37€Ch Maxiio CHIPOCTHIO U 3aCTOSIBIIMMCS BO3yXoM. Kak B TIopbMe.
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Kectpen mHoro BpeMenu npoBonuiia ¢ orrioM. OH MOT XOIUTh, HO OBICTPO yCTaBall, TaK YTO
OHa MpUIJIAIlAJIa €r0 B CBOM MOKOW Urparh B «llorpannunsie 3emMian», B TO BpEMS KaK OCTaJIbHbIE
MPUJIBOPHBIE B XOPOIIYI0 MOTOAY UENble JHA NPOBONUIM HAa YIMIE, YKPBIBAACh OT COJHIIA
30HTHKaMu. «Takoil BecHBI ellle HUKOrga He Obuio! — Bockiumanu oHu. — CBagpba B
[lepBosieTHUH JeHb OYAET BEIMKOICITHOM |»

Kectpen u renepan oObMHO Wrpaii B MoidaHud. Ho omgHaxapl, BCKOpE MOCIE BU3UTA
Kectpen x [[xecc, ee oTen nepeaBuHyI CBOKO IIEXOTY B ONACHYIO MO3UIHUIO.

— Ilouemy TbI pHuCKyellb CBOMMU congaramMu? — crpocuna Kecrpen. ['eHepan npumogHsu
OpoBH.

— ThI KPUTHKYEIIb MO0 TAKTUKY UTPHI?

— Jlyuiie 66110 OBI UCITOJIB30BATH MYITIKY.

Ee oTen moutu ynbIOHYIICS.

— S pa3pynmn Kakou-To TBOW IiaH?

— 51 morna Obl UCTPEOUTH TBOM TNepeHUE PAIbL S MOTY cIeNaTh 3TO MPSAMO cerlyac.

— YT0 K, €ciu yK APYroro BbIXOAa HET.

KecTtpen Hayana 31UThCA, HO HE MOIIEBEIINIACS.

I'enepan cpocu:

— OTo0 criop?

— Her.

— Hacuet yero mbl ciopum?

Kectpen mogymama o Ponane, KOTOpbIM cpaxkancs Ha BocToke. O TOM, Kak pa3JaBuia
OJKEpENbE, IMOJYYEHHOE B MONAPOK OT J[»)Kecc, mOoTOMy 4YTO OHO CTOMJIO HeMHOro. Oren
BOCITUTHIBAJ €€ ClIOCOOHOM MPUHUMATh Takue pelieHus. Kectpen BcnomHmIa, Kak B J€TCTBE OHU C
JI>xecc rysuiy, B3IBIIMCH 3a pyku. OHa nmoaymana o0 ApuHe, KOTOpBIM ceituac ObU1 B ['epane, u o
TOM, KaK OH Temnephb K Hell oTHocwmics. M Hakoner Kectpen B3misiHyla Ha caMy ce0si CO CTOPOHBI,
OyZITO pa3IBOMBIIMCH: OJJHA YACTh €€ CTOsUIa 3a PKPAHOM MY3bIKaJbHON KOMHATHI, HaOoqana 3a
BTOPOM YaCThIO U CYIMJIA O €€ MOCTYIKAX.

— ThI )KepTByelIb UMH, — CKa3ajia OHa OTILY.

— DTO BCEro JUIIb Urpa.

KecTpen Huuero He oTBeTuna.

— ThbI OecriokouIbest 0 MOMX METOAAX, — Mpou3Hec reuepai. — Ilo-TBoemy, s He 3Har0, KaK
BECTH BOWHY.

— To1 pa3bpachiBaebCs KUHIAMMU.

— 4 3anmmaro cBoux cosjar, kak Mory. M na, 1 ucnonb3yro Mymku. Y BaJOPUAaHCKOW apMUHU
JOCTaTOYHO apTwiuiepud. Mbl o0iazaeM 3HAYUTEIBHBIMU 3amacaMHM uYepHOro mnopoxa. Ham
apceHaJl MPEBOCXOIUT BCE, UTO MOT ObI HaM MPOTUBOMOCTABUTH MPOTUBHUK. MHE JTaXke JajeKo He
BCErJa HY)KHA apTHIJLIEPUSL.

KecTtpen npeacrasuina PoHana Ha repe1oBOM apMUM.

— 3HA4UT, BMECTO 3TOTO ThI MPEAOCTABIISIENIb HAIIUM JIFOISM CPaX)aThCs BPYKOMNAIIHYIO.

— OTO TO, KaK MBI JeHcTByeM. DTO Haia pabdoTta. Eciayu He MoXXeM 3axXBaTUTh ATH 3EMJIM
CBOMMU PYKaMH, TO Mbl UX HE 3aCITyKUBAEM.

KecTpen orcTpaHuiiach OT UTPAIBHOM JOCKH U OTKMHYJIACh HA CIIMHKY CTYIIA.




['enepan nmpousHec:

— Tor Obl mpeamowra, 4TOOBI S BBICTABUJI IEJIbIC PSJIbI APTHIUICPUM M YHUUTOXUJI CHJIIBI
YKUTEJIeH BOCTOKa?

Her, pazymeercs, Het. OHa UMesa B BUy IPYTO€.

— Thl OOBUHSICIIL MEHSI B TOM, UTO 51 Tpauy >ku3Hu. S mor Obl, Kectpen. 51 mor Obl yOuBarh
JOZIeN ThICSIYaMu, aecsiTkaMu Thicssd. Ho st aToro He aenaro. S MBITalOCh CBECTH YHUCIIO KEPTB K
MUHUMYMY.

— JIummb 15t TOro, 4ToObI TOTOM MTOPAOOTUTH ITUX JIFOJCH.

["enepain noxan ryosl.

— JlaBau mourpaem.

OH BbIMTpAL.

% %k Xk

Bepekc nepexBarmi Kectpen B kopumope.

— 1 Tebs uckan.

— MoeT, Tl TOJKYIHII HE Ty CIyXKaHKy. BeiOepu Ty, KOTopas BHUMATEIbHEE CICANUT 3a TEM,
94eM s 3aHUMAIOCh.

OH paccMmesics.

— Wnm, moxeT, Tebe CTOUT MOAKYMHUTh KOTO-TO M3 MOHUX JIaKeeB, YTOOBI CPaBHSITH CUET.

XOTS... — OH JOOPOMYHIHO MOoXal miaedamMu. — To, 4eM 3aHUMaroCh f, HE TaK YK HHTEPECHO. —
On notsnyn Kecrpen 3a pyky. — Ioitnem. S xouy Tebe koe-uTo noka3atb. BepHee, moiapurs.
— Ilomaputs?

— B yecTh cBagnObL

CrnoBo «cBaanOa» 3acTaBuiio Kectpesn ocTaHOBUTHCS.

— JlJ1s1 3TOTO €elie CIMIIKOM PaHo.

— JlapuTh MoJJapKu HUKOTJAa HE PaHO.

— V¥V MeHs i Te0s HU4ero Her.

— O, nonwm yxe. Tebe moHpaBUTCS, OOEIAL0.

OTo ObUI KPYIHBIA IIEHOK. YepHOe HEMOCEeIIMBOE CO3/IaHUE CO CJIOXKEHHBIMHM YIIIKAMH U
YKOPOYEHHBIM XBOCTOM. II[€HOK y:k€ OCTaBHJI Ha IMOJY KEJITYIO JIY’)KUIY U TPbI3 HOXKKY OJHOTO U3
PE3HBIX CTYIBEB B TOCTUHOUN Bepekca.

— Henokopmbi, — ropao ckaszan Bepekc. — D10 1eBOUYKa, U OHA BbDKHIIA.

Kectpen HakioHWIIach, IIENECTs >KECTKOM TKaHbIO 1000K. OHa TPOTSHYIA IIEHKY PYKY,
KOTOPYIO TOT TIOHIOXaJl, a 3aTeM TMOJACYHYJ TOJOBY TakK, 4TOOBI JEByIIKa MOIJIAa MOYecaTb eMy
Mexay ymaMu. KopoTkuil XxBocTuK BuJisil Tyna-ctoga. llleHok ¢ Boctoprom kycHyn Kecrpen 3a
3aIIsICThE.

Bueszanno Kectpen onyruiia criokoifHOE TEMIO0, Kak OyITO TOJIBKO YTO BOIUIA B MOMEIICHHUE
MOCJIE MPOTYJIKH, KOTOPAsk OKa3anach XOJIOIHEE, YEM 0KHUIAIOCH.

Bempsmunmcs, Kectpen nogonuia k Bepekcy u nonenosaia ero B IIEKY.

— Oif, — cKa3aj OH W HEJIOBKO MOXJIoNal ee 1o miedy. — Bce xopormo. — OH ynbIOHyIICs.

Onu wurpanu c meHKoM, kotopomy Kectpen moka He xorena maBarb umsi. OHu Opocanu
cobauke OapxaTHbIC TOAYIIKU. JKUBOTHOE Tep3ajo UX B KJIoubsi. Ha mou nerenu nepsp4.

MrHoBeHue ObUIO MPOCTHIM U TIMAJKUM, KaK peuyHas raibka. Kectpem moria Obl CIpOCUTH
Bepekca npo skpaH B My3bIKalIbHOM KOMHare. Moryia Obl paccka3arh npo urpy B «llorpanudnsie



3emim» ¢ OTIIOM HJIM O TOM, KaK €€ camasi JaBHsA MoJpyra repecrana ObITh et moapyroi. Ho eit He
xotenock. Henb3s Obuto ucnoptuth MruoBeHrne. OHa cpakajiach ¢ COOaYKOM 3a MOAYIIKY, MMOKa HE
nmobeuiaa, HO Ha TOAYIIKY ATO YXe Obuto Majo moxoxke. II[eHok cBammiIcs 4yepHOW KYYKOM H
3aCHYIL

KecTpen nonbITanack yrajgath, kak Obl Ha3zBasia co0auky Jlxecc, HO MporHaia 3Ty MbICITb.

Bort Tosbko...

Yro-TO HEe HaBasio el mokosA. YTo-To, YTO OHA yBUJEJIa B TOT JAE€Hb B cajloHe [[ecc U HUKaK
HE MOIVIa OCO3HAaTh. 3arajiKka, KOTopasi J0KHa ObLia Obl UMETh MPOCTOM OTBET, B TO BpEMs Kak
OCTaJIbHOE MPUBOJIUIIO €€ B 3aMEIaresibcTBO. HampuMep, oHa OMHOBPEMEHHO MOHUMAJA, TOYEMY
3nutcs [{ecc, 1 He MOrJjia MOHSTh.

— Tl MHOTOE 3Haelb 0 MeaUIUHE, — cKka3ana Kectpen Bepekcy.

— Ha camom gnene, He oueHb. — OH cHAEN Ha MOJY BO3JIE CIISIIETO IIEHKA, KOTOPBIA
CKpYTHJICSI KajmauukoM y Hor Kectpen. — S u3ydan ee HemHOro. f >xe roBopui, MOEMY OTILY 3TO
HE HPaBWJIOCK. Sl majieko HE MPOBUHYJICS.

— Ho xoe-4T0 TbI 3HaClIb.

OH mo>aJn rmie4yamu.

— Hy na.

— EcTh 1 kakoe-HUOYIb KOPUYHEBATOE JICKAPCTBO, KOTOPOE MPUHUMAIOT BMECTE C BOJIOM?

— Pas0aBiennoe Bogoin?

— Jla, s 3T0 1 UMena B BULy. JIekapcTBO OCTaBIsET OCAIOK HA JHE CTaKaHA.

Bepexkc npukycui ryoy.

— D10 Moryr ObITh pa3Hble Beum. Cnpocu ABOpIoBOro Jjekaps. OH TOTOBUT MHOTC
KOHIICHTPUPOBAHHBIX JIEKAPCTB, KOTOpPHIE MO3KE HaI0 pa3daBisaTh Bomoil. OH 0Oe3ympedyHo
PaCCUUTBIBAET, CKOJBKO YETr0 HYXKHO J100aBUTh. YUMJICS Ha BOJHOTO WH)XEHEpa. — 3aMETHUB
yausiieHue Kectpen, Bepekc ckaszam: — Jla, OH gaxe CIyXWJI B apMHU C JABOPLOBBIM BOIHBIM
uHxeHepoM. Ho 3to Obuio maBHO. OH OKazajicsi OJapeHHBIM MEIMKOM Ha MOJSX CPaXEHHU M
cMeHmI npodeccuro. — Bepekc momaani meHka mo CruHe, U TOT TSHKENIO B3JOXHYI. — Tebe Obl
HE XOTEJIOCh, UTOOBI AJ1g T€0s Bce ObLIO Tak e MpocTo? VMI3MEHUTDb TO, KEM ThI SBISCUILCS?

Cunavana Kectpen He ycnbliasia ero Bompoca. Ee pa3ym yxBaruics 3a CBA3b MEXIY
JIBOPIIOBBIM JIEKApEM U IJIABHBIM HMHXEHEPOM, KOTOPOM 3ariaTWiiM 3a KaKyl-TO HEH3BECTHYIO
yCIyry.

Omna nooGenrana TeHceHy, YTO BBISICHUT, B YEM 3aKJIFOYAJIach 3Ta yciayra.

Ona oGemana cebe, daro OymeT ciegoBaTh COOCTBEHHOMY MpeiCTaBlIeHHI0O o decTtu. OHa
nomoxeT TenceHny. [loromMy 4To Tak MOCTYNmuUTh ObUTO MpaBmwiIbHO. [loTOMy 4TO 3TO HMeENO
3HAYEHHE.

«Kak MOXHO HE UCIIBITHIBATH CTHIIA OT HEIOTMYHOCTH COOCTBEHHOM KU3HU 7

KecTpen Tak SIBCTBEHHO BCIIOMHWJIA TOJIOC ApHHA, YTO HE OCO3HABaja, KaKk MPUCTAIbHO
Bepexkc Ha Hee cmoTpuT. O 4eM OH cipocun’?

He xoTena nu Obl OHAa UBMEHUTH TO, KEM SBIISICTCS.

— Her, — conrana oHa, a 3aTeM pelmJia, 4To €€ cjaoBa ObuTH MpaBaoil. — HeT, — moBTopuna
oHa erre pa3. — He xorena Obl.
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— Bam 4ro-TO mpunuwio, — cKaszaja JaKpaHCKas KOPOJIEBA HA CBOEM SI3bIKE, MPOTATMBAs
Apuny cBepTOK. — ['epaHckuil Kopabib JOCTaBUII 3TO HA XPaMOBBIA OCTPOB.

ApUH npuXall CBEpPTOK PYKOH K TYTOBHUIIY. DTO OblIa HE MPOCTas MOCHUIKA, a C HOBOCTSIMHU.
OH monbITalCs CKPBITh CBOKO PAJOCTh.

W yauBiieHue, BBI3BAHHOE TE€M, UTO CamMa KOPOJIEBA €MY ATY MOCBHUIKY JocTaBuiaa. OHa cTosuia
MOCpPEe/IM €r0 KOMHAThl — Yy HEro ObUIa TOJIBKO OJIHA KOMHaTa, a He mokou. OnuH yrojl 3aHUMasa
AKKypaTHO 3aCTEJICHHAs KpOBaTh, OKAa3aBIIAACS TOpa3J0 BBIIE U yKe, 4eM ApHUH NpUBBIK. B
KOMHATy 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO HEOOJBIIMX TPEYroJIbHBIX OKOH, BPE3aHHBIX B CTEHY TaK, YTOOBI
MOJIyYWJIACh TPAaBUJIbHAS 3BE3/1a, JIMJICA MSTKHAM cepoBarbii cBeT. Kazamoce, 4TO depHbIE Iias3a
KOPOJIEBBI, IIOABEICHHBIC II0JIOCAMU CHHEW KpAacKH, KOTOpPBIC 3€JICHOBATBIMU 3aBUTKAMHU
MPOTSHYIIUCH K €€ CMYIIIbIM CKyJaM, cusiiu. OHa Obla BHICOKOM; €€ mia3a ObUIM MOYTH Ha OIHOM
YPOBHE C IJ1a3aMu ApHUHa.

— OtkpoiuiTe ero, — npukasaia OHa.

ApUVH NOTEP PYKOH IIpaM Ha LIEKE.

— BpbI MeHs noHumaete? — crpocuiia koposieBa. — S BUXKY, 4TO 1a. Bbl ObICTPO BBIydWIIU
MOW SI3BIK.

— Taxk e OBICTPO €r0 CMOTYT BBIYYHTh T€paHCKUE COMAATHL. MBI CMOXKEM CpakaThCsl BMECTE.

— U, Tem He MeHee, Bbl HE TOTOBBI HOAYUHUTHCS JaXe MPOCTOM KOMAaH/IE.

ApUH pa3BepHYJ NMOCBUIKY. B Hell okazanack pydarika ¢ OTIEIKON U3 XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIX EMY
uBeToB. He cTOMIIO BIIANBIBATHCS B Y30p M MBITAThCA Cpa3y K€ pas3rajarb MOCIAHUE Y3EJIKOB
MPSIMO MEpPE] KOPOJIEBOM, HO OH HE CMOT yIEpKaThCsl. MOJIb...

— TkaHp CIUIIKOM IUIOTHAS JJI HAILEH TTOTOJbl, — 3aMETHJIa KOPOJIEBA.

— 41 orouutro ee Ha3zax.

ApUH OTIOPET OTJIEIKY U MPHIILET K pydaIike cCOOCTBEHHOE Mociianne TeHCceny.

OH HEOpeXHO MEepPEeKUHYN pyOallKy yepe3 CIUHKY CTYla, YATas MO0 HUTSAM, YTO UMIIEPCKUU
BOJHBIM WH)KEHEP KUBET SBHO HE IO CpEJACTBaM W BpaxkaeOHO oTHocuTcs K ['epany. Moib
cuMTana, YTO KEHIMHA-UHKEHEDP 3aKII0UYMIa CIACIKY ¢ uMmIiieparopoM. JlokazarenbCcTB HE ObLIO,
HO...

Havancst noxap. ApuH Cibllliall, Kak Mo JIMBHEBBIM TpyOam JBOpIa cTekaeT Boaa. Koposesa
BCE€ 9TO BpeMs MoJiyaja, HaOro1ast 32 HUM. ApPUH 3acTaBUJI c€0sl OTBEPHYTHCS OT PyOallKu.

Hagepnoe, A€o ObUIO B TOM, YTO OH celdac aymai o Mojiu U CUMBOJIM3UPYIOLIEH ee cepoi
HUTH, KOTOpasi OblIa 3aJIeICTBOBAHA B KaXXJOM YacCTH y30pa. ApUH MOCMOTPET Ha KOPOJEBY, HO
BMeCTO Hee yBuen Pumry. ¥ kxoposeBbsl ObUlM Te K€ MpsiMble OpoBHU, Takas ke (opma ry0, u
paBHasi, Kak Ha4yaJ NoJ03peBaTh ApUH, IEAPOCTh. Y HETO MOSIBUIACH HACS.

— S ornpasnsaro Opara 3a mpeensl ropona, — ckaszana KopoJieBa. — Bbl moenere ¢ HUM. —
Omna nomeyiniia u qo6aBuiIa: — DTO MOKUAET eMy Ha 1osib3y. OH O€CIIOKOEH.

— OH ObUI ¢ Balllel cecTpoi, Korja OHa nomnasia B IUIEH K UMIepUu?

JIn1o KOpoJIeBBI HATIPSTIIOCH.

ApuH cKasai:

— MHe Ka)keTcs, OH BHHHT CeOsl.

— OH BUHUT MEHS.

— 41 He noHUMar0.




Koponesa nomonuia K y30py OKOH M CTajia CMOTPETh Ha A0kAb. OHA MPUTBOPUIIACH, YTO MO-
IPYromMy IMOHsUIA CMBICII €T0 CJIOB:

— BBIy4uTh 4yKOH S3bIK 32 TAKOH KOPOTKHI CPOK HEMPOCTO. Y BaC €CTh ap?

ApuH He ObuT yBepeH. Jlaxke ceifuac OH 3HaJl HE BCE CJIOBA M3 TE€X, YTO OHA Mpou3Hocuia. Erc
CO3HaHUE JOOABISIIO 3HAYEHUSI B HE3HAKOMBIX MECTaX, JOCTpPauBas MPEII0KEHUS U3 TOTO, YTO OH
MOHUMaJI. DTO ObUIO MTOX0XKE HA UTPY...

Oco3HaB 3Ty MOCIEIHIO MBICIb, ApUH YBUJEN B Hel yrpo3y. EMy mokazanock, Oyaro ero
yAapwid B JKUBOT, YTOObI OCTAHOBUTH XOJ[ €r0 PACCYXJEHHH, W TONBITAICSA YIepxk arb Ty
MOJYMBICIIb O CJIOBAX, UX 3HAYEHUSIX U Urpax. OH MOMNBITAICS BEPHYTh €€, HO MBIC/Ib BBIPHIBAIACS.
Ona Hauana pa3BOpauMBaThCcs caMma Mo cede, 3acTaBiisisa ero BCcnoMHUTH o «Kibike u Xane» u o
TOM, KaK MOXHO BBIMTPATh, JaK€ HE 3HAs KaXKJIOW KAapTOUKH, KoTopas Obuia B urpe. [da, oH
BBIMUTPBIBAJI, XOTA BO Bpems urp ¢ Kectpen emy u Ka3aloch, 4TO BCE€ KapTOYKU IYCTHI C 00X
CTOPOH.

OHn 3amaBuil 3Ty MbICHb. [[oTOMy 4TO, B KOHEYHOM CYETE, JIOKHBIE JIOTaJKH O TOM, KEM
Kectpen He ObuIa, COCHYXWIM €My IUIOXYIHO CIIykOy. 3acTaBUIM €ro MOBEPUTh B TO, YETO HE
CYLIECTBOBAJIO... HJIA YKE IIEPECTANIO CYIIECTBOBATH.

— Her, — npsiMO OTBETHII OH KOPOJIEBE. — Y MEHS HET HUKAKOro Japa.

— Bo3MoxHoO, Thicsuu neT Hazaa y Jakpsl u ['epana 6bu1 001IM MpeoOK, — MPEANOI0KNUIIA
KOpPOJIEBA, — M M3-3a 3TOTO HAIIM S3BIKK TaK MOXO0KHU. XOTS ATOr0 HE MOIIO ObITh. MBI CIHIIIKOM
pa3HbIE.

— Bce MmoxkeT ObITh MHAUe.

Koponesa moBepHynace K HEMY JIMILIOM.

— IIpekpature IpoCUTH O COIO3E.

— Her.

— I'nynen.

— Sl mpeamounTaro cYUTATh Ce0 ONTUMHUCTOM.

Koponesa mnpuinenkHyna 3y0amu, 4yTo ObUIO JaKpPaHCKUM BBIPAKEHHEM HECcOmIacus. 3BYK
BBIpaXKaJl HETEpPIIEHNE. APHH CIBIIIAJ, KaK €r0 NCHOJIb30BAJIN 110 OTHOILIEHUIO K JIETSIM.

— I'epaHy Heuero HaM MPeJIOKUTh, KPOME JKU3HEHM, — CKazaja KopojeBa. — S mocTaBito
BallMX JIIOJICH B mepeaHue psiapl HacTymieHus. Korga Mbl moOenum, s 3aXBady Ballly CTpaHy U
caenair ee cBoed. ONTUMUCT — HE TO OIpeaereHue, KoTopoe BaM noaouuvio Oel. Ho... — ona
cMepuiia AprHa B3IJIsI0M, — BbI M HE Aypak. [IpocTo oTuasBumiics.

JloKHO OBITH, HOXKIL TpekpaTmiics. [1o Tpybam 6obIe HUYEro He CTEKao.

Kopoesa ckazana:

— 41 na Bamem mecte Obuia Obl Takoi xe. [Ipocuiia Ob1 0 TOM ke, 0 yem mpocute Bbl. Ho s Obl
npeuiaraia 6ombie. Toraa s cMmoria Obl JOrOBOPUTHCA O 00JI€€ BHITOJTHOM COIO3HUYECTRBE.

ApUH BCIIOMHUJI 00 U3YMPYIHOM CEPEXKe, KOTOPOU pacriaThics co cuyeToBonoM. OH ymant
HE O HEW caMOW, a O TOM, YTO OHAa CUMBOJIM3UPOBaJa. APUH COCPENOTOYMIICS Ha €€ LIEHE, HA €€
OECIIEHHOCTH U MONBITAJICSA MPUAYMATh XOTh YTO-TO, YTO MOIJIO CPABHUTHCSI B 3TOM C CEPHIOM.

— Ckaxure, 4TO 51 MOTY BaM J1aTh.

Koponepa akkypaTHO moBeJia mjieyom.

— Heuto Gonbire.

— Ckaxwure 4To.

— 4 y3Haro 4T0, — OTBETHIIA KOPOJIEBA, — KOT/Ia BBl AAAUTE MHE 3TO.
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ApuH u Pomap rpebnu mpoTUB TeUYEHUs] peKU. MSTKUN paccBET YBEPEHHO IMPEBPATHIICS B
ApKUN JeHb. 3aMOK OCTajcsi M03aaud HUX, a MOTOM M BOBce Hcye3. Bomopocnu y Oeperos
CIYTHIBAIMCH APYT C APYrOoM, a HaJ KaHod, OyATo (hjar, 3aBUCIA OTPOMHbBIE CTPEKO3BI.

Pomap ympasnsin nonkoil. Korna oHM TONBKO MOKUAANIHA Toposl, ApuH 0OpaTuil BHUMaHUE Ha
apOaner, BuceBUmMi y Pomiapa Ha CnMHE, U HECKOJbKO HOXEW Uil MeTaHus y Oenep. ApuH
cupocui, Heyxenu Pomap oxupan, 4To JKUTENM pPABHUH, pa3OUBIIME Jarepb y pPEKH, CTAHYT
CONPOTUBIATHCS. Pormap HeOpeKHO OTBETHUI:

— A, 3T0 0T peunbIX TBapeil. — OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, ObUT HACTPOEH UTPHUBO. 3aTE€M, XOTh APHUH U HE
3amaBasl 060bIIe BorpocoB, Pomap gobaBuin: — Eciau Tebe MHTEpECcHO, s X0y MONMarh KaKyro-
HUOYIb MPEKPACHYIO SIIOBUTYIO 3MEHKY U 3aCTaBUTh T€Os €€ CheCTh. A Thl JIOOUIIb UCIIOPTUTH
BECh CIOPIIPH3.

Kanos 3amemnmuno xox. Pomap 3amep, u ApuH TOXE MOTHSUI BECIO U3 BOABI U ONISAHYIICS.
Pomap BmisiabiBajics B Bonopociu. M3-3a u3yponoBaHHOTO HOCA KOHTYpP €ro Jula ObLI HEMPUSATHO
POBHBIM.

TeueHne Hayaa0 OTHOCHUTH UX B MMPOTUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. OHM CHOBA B3SUIMCH 34 BECJIA.

B 3TOT nenp ObUIO YTO-TO Takoe — KoyieOaHHE TPOCTHUKA, IBUKEHUE BECEN, 3BOH CTPEKO3 U
Aake mockuil mpoduis Pomapa, — uto TpoHyno ApuHa. Eciu 661 eMy IpHUIINIOCH OMKUCHIBATH 3TO
YyBCTBO CJIOBAMH, OH CKa3aj Obl, YTO CPOJHUJIICS C MTHOBEHUEM.

On Havan netb. CaMoMy ce0e, CerOAHSIHEMY THIO U TOMY YYBCTBY, UTO TTOCEJIHIIOCH B HEM.
OH He meJ Tak JaBHO, U €My ObUIO MPHUSITHO HAKOHEI] BBUIUTh MY3bIKY B MU, IOYYBCTBOBATh, KaK
€€ TSKECTh CHUMAETCH ¢ s13bIKa. [lecHs crpymnace.

OH He nyman Hu o 4yeM. He nyman o Heii. Ho moTtoM mogyman, kak He aymaer o Heu. [lecHs
cTajla TSLKEJIOW, Kak cBUHel. ApuH 000pBai ee.

Bonapunock Mmosganue.

B koHue koH10B, Pomap, cuaesmmii nozaan ApuHa, Mpou3HEC:

— He nenait Tak mpu Moel cecTpe, a TO OHA HE MO3BOJIUT MHE YOUThH TEO4.

He ornsapiBasics, ApuH ckazain:

— Korga g nokugan cronuity, To Buaen Pumy.

Kanos Haygano cHocuts TeueHneM. Pomap cHOBa mepecTan rpecTH.

— Ee Bce TaMm Tak Ha3bIBAIOT WJK TOJBKO ThI? — Korma ApWH BONPOCUTENIBHO DISIHYI Ha
MPUHIIA Yepe3 IIeUo, TOT Npoaonkuil: — Ee 30ByT Pumanaysit. UykakaM mosio’KeHo o0parmarbest
K HeH Tak. Pumia — mi1g ceMbH.

ApUH He TOHSUI, mpenanounTana i Puima cama, 4To0bl €e Tak 3Bajiv, WJIM 3TO UMs BbIOpasu
st Hee apyrue. OH BCIIOMHWJI CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE OHA CKa3ajia eMy IpHU UX mocienHei Berpeue. C
HEOXOTOW, HO PEIIUTEIBHO OH CKa3ail Pomapy, HOTOMy 4TO TOCYMUTAIL, YTO TOMY CTOUT 3HATh:

— Omna cka3ana MHE, 4TO €€ MECTO BO JIBOPIIE.

ApuH yBuen Ha iuie Pomapa coxkajieHue U ropedb yTparbl... HO TaKXe U 00JIer4eHue. IToro
ApUH He MOHsUI. 3aJaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, TaK JIM YK XOTEJIH KOpPOJE€Ba U €€ OparT BEpHYTh CBOIO
MOXHUIIEHHYIO CECTPY, OH OCO3HAJI, UTO BTallHE rajai: BAPYT 3TOTO OKa3ajloCh ObI JOCTATOYHO IS
TOTO, YTOOBI 3aKJIIOYUTH COIO3, B KOTOPOM TakK HykJajach ero ctpana? Eciu O6b1 oH ipuBe3 Purty B
Jlakpy ¢ co0oi, OTBETHJIO JIK OBl 3TO OXKHUJAHUSIM KOPOJIEBBI O «4eM-TO OoJibliem»? B kakoit ponu
Pumia npunecna 6s1 Ooubiiyto o3y ['epany: kak Monb TeHceHa i Kak KO3bIpb B MEPETOBOpax
C JaKPaHCKOUW KOPOJIEBOM?



ApuH 3actaBui cebs octaHOBUTHCs. Takue Bormpockl 3amaBaia 061 Kectpen. Kectpen Bcerma
TOYHO 3HaJIa, HACKOJBKO €M MOXKET OBITh MOJIe3€H TOT WJIM WHOW 4YeJIOBeK. APHH C OTBpaIllcHUEM
MO HKaj TyOBI.

— Buky, MBI 00a ceifyac 3aiyMaich 0 NpUusiTHOM, — 3ameTui1 Pormap. — A Temnepsb 3a Beca,
MaJIEHbKUI FepaHell, THA4Y€ MbI 3aCTPSIHEM 37I€CH IO HOYM.
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JIeHp OKpacuiICs B OpaHKEBbIE LBETA. Ellle HU pa3y HE NPOIIET JOXKIb.

— Ilourn Ha mecte, — ckazan Pomap.

— Ilouemy xuUTENSIM PABHUH MPUXOJAUTCA KOUEBATh C MECTA HA MECTO?

— Wm u He mpuxoautcs. [Ipocto 310 oTAEIbHOE TIEMS pa30UiIo Jarepb BBEPXY MO TEUECHUIO
PEKH, HEOaJeKO OT 3eMJIEIEIBIECKON AEPEBYIIKH, TJE NOCIEBAET ypokah. KuUTenu IepeBHU
MOXaJloBaJMCh, YTO BOJA B PEKE cTaja Tps3HOW. Mosi cecTpa XoueT, YTOOBI ATH OCKEHIIBI
nepeOpanuch B TOPOJI BMECTE C OCTAIbHBIMU.

Cepaiie Apuna Oynro 3axanud B TUCKaX. OH BCHOMHUII KEHIIMHY C TPAMUYHON Kykiao. OH
MoayMall O TOM, KaKOBO 3TO, KOTAa TeOS BBITOHSIOT W3 JIOMA, Thl CTPOUIIL HOBBIA JOM, HO TEOs
BBITOHSIIOT U OTTY/IA.

— 3HAYUT, UM CHOBA MPUAETCSA CTPAAATH.

— ApuH, Thl IyMaellb, MHE XOYETCS MPOCUTh KX, YTOOBI OHU Tepecenuauch? MHe BeyHO
MIPUXOUTCS BBITIOJIHATD 3a CECTPY IPsI3HYIO paboTy. — Pommap B310XHYI. — XOTh ISl 4€TO-TO MOE
JIMIO TOAHO. — YIJIOBUB M3YMJICHHWE B MOJIYaHUU ApHHA, OH CKaszal: — Jla, HeCUacTHbBIA MPUHII,
M3yBEUCHHBIM MMIIepued. Bbl He XOoTHUTE chenarb TO, O YEM OH Bac NPOCHUT, JIFOAW PABHUH?
ITocmotpute Ha Hero. Ha ero muno. EMy Toxke nmpuuuiocs cTpajarh.

Pomap Beipyrascs cede moja HoC.

ApUH ODISIHYICA, XOTh W 3Haj, 4To Pomapy Bpsa 1 XoTenoch Obl, YTOObBI ApPUH YBHEI
celyac BbIpaXxeHUE e€ro jmna. MIMeHHo B Takhue MOMEHTBI, KOIia 3MOLIMH B €ro miazax OTpakaiu
yBeUbs, IPUHII BBITJIAIET OCOOEHHO U3YPOJOBAHHBIM.

Poriap cHOBa 3aroBopuil, Ha 3TOT Pa3 YETKO:

— Jlakpa oTBotoeT paBHUHBI 00paTHO. ['enepan TpasH ceituac B cTosuile umnepuu. Bpems
npuuwio. Mel 3a0epeM Ha3aJl TO, YTO Y HAC YKpaJIu.

— Her. He nenanite atoro.

— Yro?

— Coxrure paBHUHBIL.

— Yro? Huxkorga.

— K 4epry umnepuro, — ckazan ApuH. — K 4depTy paBHUHBL BBIKypuUTE 3Ty MPOKISTYK
apMHIO CO CBOEU 3eMJId. ECi paBHUHBI TaK YK UM HY>KHBI, TYCTh CTOPSAT 32 HUX.

— Ho MBI MOKeM OTBOEBATh PABHUHBIL. S YBEPEH B 3TOM.

— A yT0 Oyznet moToM, Korja resepani BepHerca Ha ¢ppoHT? UTo, no-TBoeMy, oH caenaet? OH
COXOKET Bac. BaMm moBe3iio, 4To OH HE cZea 3TOro ¢ camoro Havaia.

Yrto-To nepHynochk BHyrpu ApunHa. UTto-To, cBsizaHHOe ¢ Kectpen. I y Hero moremMHesno
m1a3ax OT TOro, KaKk OH pa303JIujcs Ha ce0si, Ha TO, KaK €ro MBICTU MOCTOSHHO OOpaIlainCh K HEH,
KakK €ro TeJI0 BCIIOMMHAJIO €€ JIaKe ceivac, Jlake 3J€Ch, Ha JIPYroM KOHIIE CBETa OT Hee. ApHH
pa3gaBUIl 3apOJIBIII ATOU MBICIb B IIOPOIIOK.

— ApuH. — Pommap ObuT B y)kace. — DTO HaIlM 3€MJIH.



— HWHuorma xaxercs, 4To Te€b6€ 4TO-TO HY)KHO, — OTBETHJI €My APHUH, — B TO BpPEeMs Kak B
JNEWCTBUTEIIBHOCTH CIEAYET OTAATH 3TO.
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K tomy BpemeHnu kak Pomap oObSBHI, YTO OHHU J10Opajuch 10 MecTa, HEOO OKpacuiIoch B
CYMEPEYHO-PO30BBIE LIBETA. APUH HE BHJEJ HUKAKOI'O JIAreps, JUIIb CTEHY TPOCTHHKA PKABOTO
1BeTa. 3a HEW, 1Mo cyioBaM Porrapa, U CKphIBAIKCH MOKPBITHIE TPABOM JTyra U OEKEHIIbI.

OHu BbIBENH JIOAKY K O€pery U CIyCTHUJIUCh Ha TPS3HOE MEJIKOBOMIbE, YTOOBI BHITAIMTE €€ Ha
3apoCHMii TPOCTHUKOM MOKpBINA Oeper. Pomap 3apsanun cBoit apOanert. [lepexBaTtuB B3 ApuHa,
OH IIPOU3HEC:

— IIpocTo nMpenocTOpOKHOCTD.

— S myman, THI OIyTHII, KOTJIa TOBOPHII O 3MEE.

Porap mpadHo OTBETHII:

— A 4 Hazesics, Thl BEpUILIb BCEMY, YTO S TOBOPIO.

OH no1en Brepes 4epe3 KaMbli.

ApuH He 3Han, 4yTo Oecriokousio Pomiapa; oH Hazmesscs, 4YTO HE 3Meu — apOajeT He camoe
Jy4liee OpyKME€ MPOTUB HUX, — HO TENEpb U OH TOXe BCcTpeBOkuics. Durypa Pomapa, yxe
OTOILEAIIETO Ha MOPSAJ0YHOE PACCTOSIHUE, Ka3aJlaCh MAJICHBKOW CPEAN TPOCTHHKA. ApPHH MOIIEI 32
HUM cieoM. Ero HOru BsI371u B Ipsi3H.

— Koposnese He cieoBaio OTOpaBISTH TEOSI OJJHOTO.

Porap o6epnyscs.

— I He ouH, — MPOCTO OTBETUI OH. — TBI CO MHOMU.

ApuH cobpajicst ObUTO TOMPOCUTH, 4TOOBI Pommap nan eMy kakoe-HUOynb opyxkue. OH mOUTH
MIOPABHSJICS CO CBOMM CITYTHUKOM.

Bue3zanno TpocTHUK BeKoOJbIXHYNICA. [lo Hemy mpolria mjaBHas BOJHA, OyITO KTO-TO
AKKypaTHO MOJKPAIbIBAJICA.

N3-3a cTebneil, paccTaBUB KOTTH, BEICKOYMI KaKOM-TO 3BEPb.
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Turp nHabpocuics Ha Pomapa. 3a MmraoBenue J0 3Toro Pommap BeIOpocHT mepes cobol pyky.
Husko psrya, 3Beph Blenuics B Hee 3ydamu. Ero mMopaa Obuta B KpoBU. TUTp pacKkpbil MacCTh,
4yTOOBI BIUTHCA 3y0aMu B 1iet0 Poimapy, HO 3aTeM CHOBa BLENMWJICS B PyKY, KOTOpasi okazajiach Ha
MyTH.

ApuH moBepHYJICS U moOexan obpaTrHO K kaHOd. KoTtopoe crtano packauyumBarbes, KOrjia OH
HaIMoJIOBUHY TepeBecuiicsi uepe3 OopT. CxBaTuB Becyio, ApuH, yBs3as B Ipsi3M U LEIUISSICH 3a
MOJIOMaHHbIe CTEeOMM TPOCTHUKA, BEpHYICs K Pomapy u ¢ pa3Maxy ymapuil TUTpa BECIOM,
3aCTaBJIsAA TOTO OTIPSIHYTh.

3Bepb 3apblyai. MaccHuBHOE MOJ0caroe Teslo moaoOpanock. Pomap oTkaruiicss B CTOPOHY,
MOKPBITHIA COOCTBEHHOM allol KpoBbIO. B pykax y Hero Hudero He Obu10. Pomap Xpurio BIOXHYI,
Y 3TO ObUIO €IMHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM, KOTOPBIA APUH YCIIbIIIAIL.

Turp nabpocuiicst Ha ApuHa.

Tor ynman cnuHO#M B rpsi3b U Hayand yBs3arh B Heil. HaOpaB monHbIM poT Ipsi3u, OH MbITAICS
yAEpKaTh BECIO MEXAY COOOM M TUTPOM, KOTOPHIM OCKAJIUII MOJIOMaHHbIC 3yObl. JlpIxaHue 3Beps
OBbLIO TOPSYUM, a PBIK COTpsAcai Teao ApuHa, OyATO 3TO OH M3JaBall 3TOT 3ByK. EMy B 1uieuun
0OJIE3HEHHO BIWJIMCH KOI'TH. APUH TBITAJICA OTTOJIKHYTh MOPJY 3BE€pSl BECIOM, HO MOHUMAJ, YEM
Bce 3akoHuuTcs. Ero pyku ycranyr. Becino tpecHer. Turp paHo wiM TO3IHO moadOepercs C
yI0OHOW CTOPOHBI U BLIEMUTCS €MY B IIEIO.

Yepnsiii HOc. [lnaBHble mojockl. [ukue sHTapHble ma3a. B Takue 1Beta ObUla OKpallleHE
cMepTh ApHHa.

Ho 3arem oH BcriomHuII mycteie pyku Pormmapa.

Bcnomuun npo ap6aner.

N xotst ApuH noHumai, 4to apOajner eMy OyJeT OecIoie3eH — Kak IEJIUThCs, HE J1aBasi Ipu
ATOM TUTPY HaOpPOCHUTHCA? OOTH, 3apsHKEH JIM OH BCE €Ilie? — OH PUCKHYI OTBECTH B3IJIA OT 3yOOB
TUTpPa M TOCMOTPETh B TPOCTHUK. APUH YBHUJEN TOJOMAHHBIM apOaieTHbIM OONT, CBUHIIOBBIN
HAKOHEYHHUK KOTOPOr0 TOPYAI U3 TPA3U.

Ha paccTossHuM BBITSIHYTOM PYKH.

— Pomap, — 3a/bIXasich, BEIIABUI U3 Ce0s1 ApUH.

OH ycrhplman, Kak 3amypiiail Kamblll ApuH He Buaen Pomapa, HO 3Han, 4TO TOT
MIOIIEBEJIMIICS, U ATOTO ObUIO JJOCTATOYHO.

DTO OTBJIEKJIO BHUMAHUE TUTPA.

ApUH TIPOTSHYI PYKY, CXBATHII C 3eMJTH apOaJIETHBIA OOJIT U BOTKHYJ €r0 TUTPY B IJ1a3.

3Beph B3peBes. ApuH BorHai 0ot erle miyoske. [1o ero manpiiam nmorexsia ropsdasi KuJIKOCTb.
ApUH NPOJOIKUI TaBUTh HA OPYKHE.

Teno turpa oomsk0. JlaBnenue korrei ocnado.

[TouemMy-TO UMEHHO B 3TO MTHOBEHHUE MPUIIE]T CTpax. TUTp ObUT MEPTB, HO APHH MPOAOTKAT
C HUM Cpa)xaThCs. 3axJIeObIBasICh B TPSI3U, OH MBITAICS CTOJKHYThH C c€0s MOJ0CaToe TYIOBUIIE, C
Y)KacOM TJIsA/i B SHTAPHBIN [J1a3 TUTPA U BO BTOPOM, BBIKOJIOTBIN, U3 KOTOPOT'O COUYUIACH KUJKOCTb.

A moToM psiioM okazaicst Pomap, u oHu BMecTe 0cBOOO MM AprHA W3- Tejla TUTpa.

ApuH, 3a7bIXasACh, JIEKAJ B rpsa3u. Pommap Tshkeno omyctuics Bo3nie Hero. [Ipenmnedse npuHna
OBUTO pa30apaHO B KJIOYbS, OH aKKyparHO MPUKKUMaN K ce0e pyKy, COTHYB €€ B JIOKTE, C KOTOPOTO
CTEKaJIa KPOBb.



ApHH 3aKpbUl T71a3a U yBHJEN Tna3a Turpa. Torma oH oTKpsUT cBou. OH yBUAEH JTAOUPUHT
TPOCTHUKA U CKOJB3KYIO I'PA3b IMOJ IIEKOM.

Pomap BTsiHynm B ceOst Bo3ayx. Ha omHO mpuuyniinBoe MrHOBEHHE APHH MOAyMall, YTO 3BYK,
KOTOPBII OH YCJIBIIIAN CJIEAYIOIIHAM, TOXKE UCXOIWII OT IMTPUHIIA.

[Mapamaronmit miay. MsykaHbe.

O Het. ApuH 3HaJ, KTO 3T0. OH 3aKMYpPHII IJ1a3a, YTOObI HE CMOTPETh.

— TurpeHnok, — npoussec Pomap.

N Apuny npunuiocb NOCMOTPETh. M3 TOMAaHOro TPOCTHHWKA, yTomas MEpPEeIHUMU JlarlaMu E
rpsi3y, BbIOpaJicsi TUTPEHOK. OH B3IJISIHYI HA CBOIO HEMOBUKHYIO MaTh U >KaJO0OHO 3arjiakal.

ApwuHa npoH3mwio 60Jb610. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ TPSA3H BO PTY.

B ero co3nanum BO3HMK 00pa3 MaipuMKa. Peigaromero u mossmero. TsSHyIIETo 3a pyKy
MEpPTBOM Marepu. TSHYIIEro 3a €€ IJIWHHBIE, MOKPBITHIE KPOBBIO TEMHBIE BOJOCHL Torga pyku
ApuHa ObuTM MajeHbKUMHU. HO B HUX mosiBUIach HeoxuaaHHas cujia. OH M30 BCEX CHJI CKHUMAJ
Kyla4ku. A mOTOM yOuidiia MaTepu OTTAIMII €70 POYb.

ApUH BBIIOXHYJ, U30aBIsAsICh OT BocnoMuHaHus. OH MOJaBUJICS BO3yXOM, OynITO TO ObLIa
3aBA3aHHAS Yy3JIaMH BEpPEBKA, M 3aKaUULLICS, YTUpAss C JUIlAa TPs3b W BBIIJIEBBIBAS M30 pTa €€
OCTAaTKH.

— W 4910 %e ¢ ToboM aenars, — nporosopui Pomap, mising Ha Turpenka. ToT 3aBsi3 B rpsi3y,
YU B HEE 110 CAaMOE TEJIbIIE.

— OcraBsb ero.

Pomap e orBeTns Apuny. OH NpoOpaicss K TUTPEHKY Yepe3 OOJOTUCTHIA TPOCTHUK U MOTHSIT
€ro 3J1J0pOBOM PYKOM.

* %k Xk

— Bpar, TbI comern ¢ yma, — ckaszajia KOpoJieBa.

— OH 1100UT MeHs1, — Bo3pas3ui Pomap. TurpeHok cnai, CBEpHYBIIMChH KJIYOKOM Y €10 HOTH.

— A d4ro Oyner, Koria OH BBIPACTET U CTAHET JOCTATOYHO OOJIBIIMM, YTOOBI CHECTh KUBBEM
yesoBeKa?

— Torna g 3actaBnto ApuHa 3a00TUTHCS O HEM.

ApuH ycaslmai 1octatoyHo. OH HampaBWiICs K BBIXOAY U3 MOKoeB Pomapa.

— [loromu, — cka3zana KopoJiena.

ApuHy NpUXOAUIIOCH TeprneTh 001b. EMy mepeBsizanu ero pa3oipaHHble IMJIEYH, U OH ObUI
U3HYPEH IyTelIeCTBUEM OOpaTHO, KaK U MOTPSACEHHEM, KOTOPOE BbIKa3aju KUTEIU PaBHUH, KOTJa
oHM ¢ PomapoM MOSBUINCH B UX CTOMOWINE C TUTPEHKOM. YBHJEB, YTO HEIMOAAIEKy OOUTAIoT
TUTPBI, OHH JIETKO COITIACHJIUCh IEPEMECTUTH CBOM Jarepb. OHU HAaKOPMHUIN ApHUHA, XOTS TOT HE
xoTen ecTb. A mnoroM Pomap ¢ BOCTOProM 3aHsJICA TPYINOM THUTPHUIBI: OH OCMOTPEN
pacciiabJeHHYI0 MacTh U OOBSIBUJI, UTO TUTPHUILIA clioMasia 3yObl YK€ JJaBHO, U CJiaBa 3a TO OOTHHE,
MHA4e y HUX He ObUIO OBl IPOTHUB 3BEPSI HU €AMHOTO IIaHCA.

— Mmue Obl, 0 MEHbIIEW Mepe, MPUILIOCh pacCTarbci C PYKOM, — ckaszan oH. Ero pyka
npeacTaBisuia coOol KpoBaBOe€ MECHMBO. B narepe ero pansl MPOMbBUIH, 3allMIM U NEPEBA3AIU. —
Buaumo, Tebe npumercs caMmoMy JOCTaBUTh MEHSI U TUTPEHKA JOMOM, — KU3HEPAJOCTHO CKazall

Pomap, Tak uto ApuH rped Mo TEUEHHIO BCIO JIOPOry, B TO Bpemsi kKak Pomap cmani, cHSB 00Jib
MEHBIIIEH J030M TOro K€ HAPKOTHKA, KOTOPBIA KOTJa-TO MCIOJIb30Bad, YTOOBI YCHITUTH ApHUHA.
Konbllo ¢ HapKOTUKOM OBLIO XUTPOYMHBIM IpucnocoOneHueM. Pomap ykonon ceds mmmnom, a



3aTeM MOCMOTpEN Ha PBaHYIO pyOaIlky v pa3oapaHHbIe TJedn AprHa.

— W3BuHM, — ckazan oH. — TebOe Henmb3s. Thl JODKEH TPecTH.

ApuH oOpyrai ero.

Pomap ynbeiOHycs.

— Cnieu 3a BbIpaXKE€HUSAMHU, — CKa3all OH U 3aKpbLI TJ1a3a.

[loka ApuH rped, ero mie4yu ropeiaud M KpOBOTOUWMIU. BCHO mopory B TOpOI KOPOJIEBHI
TUTPEHOK C HECYACTHBIM BUJIOM XOIWJI IO KaHO? B3aj-Brepea. Jlonka packaumBaiach u3-3a 3TOTO,
Y )KMBOTHOE BBUIO, HE YYBCTBYSI YBEPEHHOW OMOPHI IO HOTAMHU.

— Ilorogn, — cHoBa cka3ana koponea Apuny. OHa orouuia ot Pomapa, nepecekiia KOMHary
U MpoTsAHylTa 4To-T0 ApuHy. Ha ee pasBepHyToil BBepX najoHu OyecHyn kumxkan Kectpem. —
Criacu60, — ckazajia KOpoJjeBa U MOMbITANIACh OTIaTh APUHY KUHXKAJL.

— OH MHE HE HYXEH.

Pyka, nep>xaBiuasi KHHXaJl, TPOTHYJIA.

ApUH cKa3zai:

— Bp1 3HaeTe, 4TO MHE HYXHO.

Kopoiea nokayasa rojioBoii.

— Hukakoro coro3sa.

ApHYH BCIOMHUJI YOYIAIONMNA YKac, KOTOPBII UCHBITAI, TOKA JIEXKAJ B JJOBYUIKE Jall TUTPHUIIBL
Kak ToT yxac cxan ero BHyrpeHHocTu. He naBan B3goxuyTts. Ho feno 6110 HE B caMOM ykace, a B
TOM, YTO YYBCTBO ObUI0O ApHHY 3HAKOMO. TOYHO Tak e OH YyBCTBOBaJ ceOs MecslaMH, ToaMH,
IIPUAABICHHBIN UMIIEPUEH.

ApuH mnpejacTaBui, OyITO KHUHXKaJT B PYKE KOPOJIEBbl YMEHBIIMJICS J0 pa3MepoB uribl. He
oOpalath Ha HeTO BHUMaHu4. JIerko moTepsTh.

On BcmomHmII, Kak Pommap pazdpocan KpoxXoTHOE Opyxue Pullm no KyKoJabHOMY 3aMKY.

OHn npeacTaBui cebe BOCTOUHBIN apOaeT, MEHBIIMH, YeM BaJJOPUAHCKH.

Turpenka, oCKaqMBILETO CBOM MaJI€HbKUE 3YOBbI.

CBoro cTpany, OECIIOMOIIHYIO TIepe]] apMUel UMIIEPUH C €€ MHXKEHepaMu, YEPHBIMU (iiaramu,
YEpHBIMU PAJIAMH MYIIEK U KKYIIMMUCSI OECKOHEYHBIMU 3aracaMy Y€pHOTO opoxa.

U BHe3anHo y AprHa MOSIBUJIACH UJIES.

WUnes npunsuia gopmy. OHa Obuia HeOosbmol. KommakTHOM, TBepmol, moasukHou. OHa
pociia y Hero B CO3HaHHWH, NTOKa OH HE MOPTHYJ, BO3BpallasiCh K TOMY, UTO OBLIO MEpEj HUM B
nokosix Pomapa. He BocmoMuHaHue, HE yxac U He HAed. Bcero nuib KUHXKaJl Ha JaJI0HU
KOPOJICBBL

CKOJBKO Bpe/la MOT MPUHECTH OJMH KUHXKaJ?

— Ybepute OT MEHs 3TO, — CKa3aldl ApuH KopojieBe. — MHe HyXHa Ky3HHIIA, U 5 XO4y
OCTaTbhCs TaM OJIMH.
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Orten KecTpen ocmarpuBai meHKa, MOIHSB €T0 3a 3arpUBOK U JeprKa mepen co0oil. ['enepan
B3BECUJI B PYKE€ Ha YyIWBICHHE OOJIbIIIME JAlbl. YXBaTWJ IIEHKA 3a MOPJIY M OTTSHYJI PO30BO-
YyepHbIe TYObl, YTOOBI OBUIO BUJIHO 3YOBl.

— D10 X0poiuas codaka, — 3aKI0uni oH. — Tebe Hy»KHO OyJeT BhIIPECCUPOBATh €€.

Her, penmina Kectpen, oHa He OyzieT IpeccupoBaTh CBOIO COOAKY.

* ok Xk

Kectpen Hecma c¢ coboit momapok. OH Jexan B HEOOJBIION IIKaTylKe, KOTOPYIO OHa
noJiokuiia B kapmaH 100ku. [Toka oHa nwia yepe3 cBoguaryro rajepero B Becennuii can, mkarynka
C KaXIbpIM IIarom Owiach o HoOry. Berep cHapyxu ObUI TEIJIBIM M JIACKAIOIIMM, U IIEHOK,
ceMeHsanmi psgom ¢ Kectpen, npuHsiics oOHIOXMBATh BO3yX. YJIOBUB KaKOW-TO 3amax, cobaka
MOHECIIACh K ICPEBBSIM U CKpbUIach B HUX. KecTpen He cTrana nbITathes yAepkKaTh €e.

Bce 3Hanu, 4To ABOPIIOBBIN JIEKaph caM BhIpAIMBAET CBOU lieJieOHBIE TpaBbl. KecTpen Halwia
MYXYMHY HA €ro CaJOBOM Y4AaCTKE Yy KYCTApHUKA C €KUM 3aaxoM.

VYBUEB €€, JeKaph BHIIPSIMUIICA U C OOECIIOKOEHHBIM BHJIOM OCBEJIOMMUIICS, B TIOPSIZIKE JIA €€
OTell.

— OH 310poB, — otBetuna Kectpen. — Ho s 31ech Bce paBHO u3-3a Hero. — OHa MPOTIHYIA
Jekapro mkarynky. — Crnacu6o BaMm. Bel criacinu emy Ku3Hb.

bbUTO OYEBUIHO, YTO MYXYUHE MPUSATHO: €r0 IIEKHU, U3PE3aHHBIE MOPIMHAMU, MOKPBUIMCH
JIETKUM PYMSIHIIEM, U OH aKKYpPaTHO B3sUI MIKATYIKY B pyKu. OHM ObLIM HE COBCEM YHCTBIMU MOCTIE
paboOThI C 3eMJIei, U JIEKaph HEJIOBKO M TOPOIUIMBO IMOMBITAJICS BBHITEPETh UX O HOCOBOM IJIATOK,
KOTOpOTI'0 y HETO HE OKa3zanock. KecTpen nana emy CBOU.

MyxunHa CKOH(PYXEHHO YABIOHYIICS.

— 51 He MPUBBIK MOSBIIATHCS B OOILECTBE M HE BCETIa TOTOB K 3TOMY. — OH OTKPBUT MIKATYIKY
U 3aJiepkan Japixanue. Tam jexarna 30510Tas OpoIlb B BUJIE I[BETYILETO JIepeBa — CUMBOJIA OpAcHa
nekapeit. JlepeBo ObUTO YChITaHO PPYKTaMHU U3 JIParolleHHbIX KaMHEH. — DTO CIUILKOM JIOPOrOi
MOJAPOK.

— B OnaronapHocCTh 3a )u3Hb Moero ota? HuuyTs.

['ma3a nekapsi nouepHynuch cie3amu. KecTpen ollyTuia ykoa BUHBI, KaK €CJIM Obl UTpayia B
«Kibik 1 XKanoy» ¢ 4eaoBekoM, HE CO3/IaHHBIM JJIs1 3TOW UTPHI.

W Bce xe MeXay JeKapeM U BOIHBIM HHXEHEPOM MOINIa OBITh Kakas-To CBs3b. KecTpen
obemrana TeHceHy y3HATh, KaKyl0 yCIyry MHXKEHEp OKaszaja ummeparopy. Ilepen ee MbICIEHHBIM
B30POM CHOBA IPEACTAI JJIMHHBIN CTOJI, YCTABIICHHBIA IYCTBIMU TapeakaMu. BOCTOUHbBIE paBHUHBL.
Pa0b1, koTOpBIe YOUpanu umneparopckuid gsopet. [llpam na nune Apuna.

— BpI mokaxkete MHe cBoM can? — crpocuia Kectper.

OHu mouwty Brepea BAOJb 3€JIEHBIX PSAIOB.

— 41 Oecnokorock 3a cBow noapyry. — Kectpen omnucana my3blpek ¢ TEMHOM HUJKOCTBIO,
KOTOpbIN Bujena y Jxecc. — C Helt Bce B OpsAIKe?

— Ilonararo, g 3Har0, 0 KOM HAET peub. O JEBYyIIKE, KOTOpas KWJa B HAIEH KOJIOHWUU B
['epane? Bam He HY)KHO OecrioKOUTHCS. Sl cam fan et 3To nekapcTBo. OHO yCIIOKauBaeT HEPBHI.

Kectpen ucnbitana obiaerdeHue.



— 3HAYUT, OHO HEOMACHO.

— Ecau npuHuMars ero B MpaBUIIbHON TO3UPOBKE, — OTBETHUJI JIEKAph U OBICTPO JOOABUI: —
Ho y Bameit mompyru HUKOTAAa HE OyIeT AOCTyna K TaKOMY KOJHWYECTBY, KOTOPOE MOIIO Obl
MPUYUHUTH €11 Bped. Ero 3ampenieHo nponaBarh /1ake B TOPOACKHX alTekax. S cam ciexy 3a ero
MIPOU3BOJICTBOM BO JIBOPIIE U Pa3/Ial0 B OUYEHb MAJIBIX KOJIWYECTBAX.

— OHO BBI3BIBAET NPUBBIKAHUE?

— Hert. ®u3nyeckn OT HEro Helb3s CTarb 3aBUCUMBbIM. HO MOXHO nyxoBHO. Bamia mogpyra
MOJKET MPUBBIKHYTHh MPUHUMATh €r0 Nepen CHOM. EciM MCMoNIb30BaTh €r0 CIWIIKOM JOJITO, 3TO
MOXET OBITH OTIACHO.

— Hackonbko onacHo?

KecTtpen npounTana OTBET Ha CBOW BOIIPOC IO BBIPAKEHUIO JIMLIA JIEKAPS.

— Ho 17151 3TOro HyKHO MPUHUMATh €T0 MHOTO MECSIIIEB.

KecTpen noBeicuia roJoc:

— ITouemy BbI 1aJi MOEM MOJIPYyTe JEKapCTBO, KOTOPOE MOXKET YOUTH ee?

— Muneau, — ¢ yBa)X€HHEM, HO TBEPJO MPOU3HEC JIEKaph, — JIFO00E JIEKAPCTBO MOXKET OBITh
onacHo. MbI UCMOJIB3yeM UX IMOTOMY, YTO IMOJIb3bl OKA3bIBAETCS OOJIBIIE, YEM BO3MOXHOTO BpEJA.
Bama moxpyra HyxaaeTcss B CIIOKOWCTBUM M KPEIKOM CHE. DTO HE HaBceraa. Jlummb mis Toro,
4YTOOBI OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO CIIOKOWCTBUE BO3MOKHO. OHa cnaba. S 0ecrnokorch, 4TO €CIu OHa

HE TMOJYYUT JOCTATOYHO OTJIbIXa, TO MOXET CTaTh KEPTBOM CEPHE3HOT0 3a00JIeBaHUsA. — YBHUJICB
HeyBepeHHOCTh KecTpen, oH nponomkun: — Korzma Bel BUAENIN CBOKO MOAPYTY B MOCHEAHUN pa3,
oHa He apoxana? Ee pyku?

— Her.

— Torna npuuuH 1151 6ecnokoicTBa HET. Jpoxkanme pyku — IpU3HaK Mepe103UPOBKU. XOTs
B CJIy4yae Ballley OAPYTU 3TO U HEBO3MOKHO. S 1aj el COBCeM HEMHOTIO JIEKapCTha.

N3nanexa noneccs jgau nmieHKa.

— He napaiite eii 6onbine. — KecTpen cruiena manbilsl B 3aMOK U Ckasia ux. — [loxanyiicTa,
He J1aBalTe.

— 1 u He cobupancsa. — Jlekapp ka3alncs ciierka OCKOpOJIeHHbIM. — BaM He Hy)KHO IPOCHUTE
00 »ToM. Sl OBl HUKOTIa HE CTAJI MOJBEPTraTh OMACHOCTH KU3Hb BaJOpUAaHIIA.

Kectpen mnonbiTanace wu30aBUThcs OT OecrnokodcTBa. OHa J0JrHME TOAbl  YYHJIACh
IIPUTBOPATHCS, YTO U1 HEE HUYETO HE UMeNo 3HaueHus. KecTpen crana paccnpammsare JIeKaps o
ero cage. OHu o0CyX1ajau TpaBbl, TOYBBI U MTOTOY.

Orern| yuun ee, 4TO Ha BOWHE Jydllas YIOBKa — HCKPEHHOCTb. UTOOBI OTBIIEUb Bpara u
3aCTaBUTh €T0 YIYCTUTH KIIOUEBOH ITIar, 0OMaH OJKEeH ObITh MPaBIOH.

Takyro ke TakTUKY UcIoib30Bana Kecrtpe.

OHa AeiCTBUTENBHO X0TeNa 0TOIAroIapuTh JeKapsl.

U nelictBUTENbHO O€CTIOKOMIIACH O 3710pOBbe Jkecc.

VY mpaBpl, Kak Hayasia oco3HaBarh KecTpei, Obl1 0COOBIN BEC, KOTOPBIA JIFOJM YyBCTBOBAJIH.
OHa ObUIa MCKpEHHA C JIeKapeM, YTOObl, MOKa BEC MUCTUH OyAeT YKJIaJbIBaThCsi B €r0 CO3HAHUH,
cIenaTh X0, KOTOPOTO TOT HE 3aMETHUT.

— S nopaxena, Kak MpOLBETAaeT Ball cajJ, — CKa3zajda JeBymka. — lloroma Ttakas
HeycToiunBasi. CeromHs Tero, a 3aBTpa MOTYT ObITh 3aMOpO3KH. Sl ceilyac eiBa 3HAIO, YTO
HA/ICBaTh.

— BpbI Bcera o1eThl OU€Hb U3BICKAHHO.

— Bbl cnumikom nro6e3Hbl. OpHako cienarb NpaBUIBHBIM BBIOOpP BCErla Tak HEmpocTo. S



Jake TepeayMaia HacueT TOT0, KaKUM X04y BUJIETh CBOE€ CBaJIeOHOE TTaTheE.

Jlexkapp octaHoBmiics Ha noiymare. OH Hadal 4TO-TO TOBOpUTh, HO KecTpen crapareiabHO
MPOMYCTHUIIA €TO CJIOBa MUMO Yille. B 3Tom eli moMor 1ieHOK, KOTOPBIM puOexan K Hell ¢ MmaJikon
B 3y0ax. Cobaka moJioxuia AepeBsiKy y Hor KecTpen u mposasijia HeCKOJIBKO pas.

— Ho... y)Ke CIUIIKOM MO3/THO U3MEHSTh CBaJIcOHOE IJIaThe, — TOBOPUII JieKaph. — Bam HuU
3a 4TO HE YCIEerT nmoumTh HoBoe. Jlenu Kectpes, BaMm CTOUT cepbhe3HO 00 3TOM MOIyMaTh...

Kectpen He oOpamana BHUMaHUS Ha TO, 4TO OH roBopui. ll[eHOK BBDKMAAlONlE Ha Hee
CMOTpEJ, BUJISIE KOPOTKUM XBOCTOM U TsBKas. KecTpen HaKJIOHUIACH, MOMHSIIA OOCITIOHSBICHHYIO
nmanky u Opocuia ee. Ta B3nerena B roiydooe HeOo, mepekpydnBasch uepe3 ceos. Illernok 6pocuics
o Jiykaiike 3a Heil. KecTpen yneiOHynach U 105 aanach, moka codaka mpuHeceT Majaky o0paTHo.

% ok Xk

— Kak xutpo, — noaapa3nui ee ApuH.

Kectpen OecnomMomHo JAepHyla IUIEYOM, OTMAaxuBasChb OT MBICIEHHOro obOpa3a. OnHa
HAy4YuJIach IPUHUMATh TO, KaK B €€ CO3HAHUU MOSBISIICS ApuH. Tenepb OHa HYKJaaach B 3TOM.

Ona ocTaBuja JieKaps Ha €ro y4acTKe W IIOBejla CBOIO CO0aKy Mo Jyxkalke Ipodb. J[eHb
cTtaHoBwiIcsl Bce Temiee. Kectpen omyctrinack Ha TpaBy. OHa MOYYBCTBOBaJa 3€JE€HBIA apomar.
[ToyTn ouryTniia ero Ha BKYC.

[lenok ycencs psaoMm c Heil. Kectpen cHsuia cBou TecHble Tyuin. TpaBa kojiona CTYIHU
gyepes uynku. JIBopel ObUT CIMIIKOM OOJIBIIIMM, YTOOBI MPEICTaBUTh, OyaTo OH Aaneko. Ho Bce xe
KecTpen kazanock, 0yaTo OHA TOKUHYJIA €T0, XOTs Obl Ha KaKOE-TO BpeMsl.

— OH coBceM psiioM, — cKa3zal ApuH, Kak OyJITO NPOYUTaJl €€ MBICIIH.

Kectpen nosepHymace k BooOpaxkaeMoMy ApuHy. OT ero mpama HE OCTajoCh W cliena, a
cepble ri1a3a Oblla Ha YIUBJICHUE SICHBIMU.

— Tl HEHACTOSIIM M, — HAIIOMHUJIA OHA €EMY.

— A mo-moeMy, BroiHe HacTosimmi. — OH MpoBen MajiblieM O ee HUXKHeu ryde. U
BHe3anHo KecTpen mokazanock, 4To B HeOe HU O0JIauKka, U JyKalWKy 3aJ1ujl COJIHEUHBIA CBET. —
TrI-TO HacTOAMmIAL.

[IleHOK 3€BHYIN, CO MIETYKOM 3aXJIONHYB NAacTh. DTOT 3BYK 3acTaBmi Kectpenm ouHyrhea. OHa
ucnblTana Jjerkoe cmymeHue. Ee cepaue Owinock ydamenHo. OHa He Momia IepecTarb
MPUTBOPSITHCA.

Kectpen 3amyctuna pyky moj 100K, 9TOOBI CTSIHYTh C HOTH YYJIOK, JOXOSIIMN IO KOJICHA.

ApUH XMBIKHYII.

— 4 xo4y OLIYyTUTH TpaBy MOJ HOraMHU, — CKa3ajia OHa ApHHY.

— Tebs kTo-HUOYIb YBUUT.

— MHe Bce paBHO.

— Ho Beas atorT KTO-HMOYNE — s. Heyxenu TeOe Bce paBHO, YTO CIYYUTCS C MOUM
HECYACTHBIM cepaneM, Kectpen? — ApuH nepexBaruil €€ pyKy, KOria OHa CTaja CHUMAarb BTOPOM
qyJOK. — ThI )KECTOKAa CO MHOW, — CKa3aJl OH U CIYCTHJI C €€ HOTU YYIOK, IMPOBEJS PYKOH IO

rosiean Kectpen. [locMoTpeB Ha neByIKY, OH 00XBaTWJI pyKOH ee JIoabbkKy. KecTpen cMyTuiacs...
XOTsI COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO OCO3HABAJIA, YTO JIEIIACT.

ApuH yxMmbuibHYNICA. CBOOOAHOM pPYKOM OH COpBaJl TPAaBUHKY U TMOIIEKOTal €l CTOIY
Kectpen. Ta 3acmesnach 1 oTAEpHYIA HOTY.

OH oTmycTHJ €€ JIONBDKKY W JIET Ha XUBOT PsIOM, HNPUIOAHSABIIMCH Ha JIOKTSIX. Kectpen



Jiexalia Ha CliHe. 3BOHKO M MPOTSKHO BBIBOAMWIIA TPEJIM Kakag-To ntuna. Kectpen nmocmorpena B
He00. OHO OBLIO TOYOBIM, KaK JIETOM.
— W neanbHO, — npou3Hecia OHa.

— [loutmn.
Kectpen nosepuynack k Apuny. OH CMOTpEN Ha HEe.
— S Oymy ckyuarh 1o TeOe, Korjaa MpoCHYCh, — MpOIIeNnTaga OHa, MTOTOMY YTO TOHsUIA, YTO

HaBEPHSKa 3aCHYJIA MO COJHIIEM. ApUH ObUI CJIMIIKOM HACTOAIIMM, ISl TOTO YTOOBI OBITH TIJIOOM
ee BooOpakeHus. ITo ObLIT COH.

— He npoceimaricsi, — ckasan oH.

B BO3YX€E MTaxiio MOJIOIOW JTMCTBOM.

— ThI rOBOpUIL, YTO AOBEPSIEIIHL MHE.

— T'oBopuu1, — oTBeTHI OH U J00aBui: — JloBepsito.

— Tbl — COH.

OH ynbIOHYICS.

— S nrana tebe, — ckazana Kecrpen. — Xpanuna ot 1edst cekpersl. A aymana, Tak Oynet
nyuie. Ho camom fiene, st tebe He noBepsia.

ApuH niepeBepHyicsl Ha 00K. OH JIETOHBKO MOMIA/IUII €€ MO MIEKE ThUIbHOW CTOPOHOM JIaJIOHU.
Ero npukocHoBeHne HanoMHWIO KecTpen nociaeIHI0 MPOH3UTEIbHYIO HOTY ITUYbEN TPEIH.

— Jla, — nipousHec oH MsArko. — He nosepsina.

Kectpen mpocuynack. lllenok cman y Hee B Horax. Uynku nexanu psimoM. CoiiHile B HeOe
MOIHSUIOCH BhIE. Ee mieka ropena, a Koxa ka3ainach HaraHyTol: KecTpen cierka nmoxamanuna ee
IO/ COJTHIIEM.

[IleHok momeBenuicsa, HO He npocHyicsa. Kecrpen 3aBunoBana emy. OHa CHOBa OmycTHia
rOJIOBY HA TPABY.

Omna 3akpblia IJ1a3a U MOMbITAIACh BEPHYTHCA B TOT COH.

%k sk sk

[To3xe nHa Mscuom Psny Kectpen nmonpocuina TenceHa mpoBepuTh, HE U3MEHWJIA JIU BOIHBIN
WH)XEHEP CBOIO CTaBKYy Ha cBajeOHoe rmiarke. Eciam aa, To 3To OygeT o3Hadarh, 4TO DIUHOP U
JeKapb paboTaniu BMECTE.

Kectpen nomnpasuia cBow pabouyro KOCBIHKY, IPUKpHIBas Juilo. Ee MackupoBka ObUla OYEHb
HEeyOeTUTEITbHOM.

— Ectb koe-uro eme... — [lepkanach Temnnas moroaa, Ho Kectpen cogpornynack. — S Obina
HelpaBa, KOTJa IPoCHIia Bac He TOBOPUTH ApuHY 000 MHE.

TeHceH nNpUmoIHsII CBOU ceJible OPOBH.

— 51 xouy, uToOBI OH 3HaN, — cka3aia Kecrpern.

— 51 He yBepeH, HaCKOJIBKO 3TO MYAPO.

— Pazymeerca, — mocnemmno nobdasuna Kectpen, — ornpasisate nucbMo B l'epan Oymer
CIIMIIKOM puCKOBaHHO. Ho, MOXeT ObITh, BBl 3HaETE KaKON-HUOY/Ab CIIOCOO...

Omna yciblnana B CBOEM T'OJI0CE HOTKU MOJIBOBI M 3aMOT4aIa.

JInno Tencena u3Menwiocs. Ha HEM 4TO-TO MENBKHYI0O — 4TO UMEHHO, KecTpen tak u He
MOHSUIA, TOTOMY YTO JIUI[O CTAPUKA MTHOBEHHO MPUHSIIO COUYBCTBEHHOE BBIPAKEHUE.

— O, Kectpen, — ckazan Tencen. — S Obl coobumn emy o0 3ToMm, HO OH He B ['epane. S He



3HA0, TII€ OH.

— BBl — pyKOBOJUTENB €r0 IIMMOHCKOM ceTH. [Touemy Bbl HE 3HaeTe?

— Huxkto He 3HaeT. — TenceH pa3sen pykamu. Ero 3010T0€ KOIBLIO CBEPKHYIIO. — Eciu BbI
MHE HE BEPHUTE, TO, KOHEYHO, MOXKETE MOCIpalmBark Apyrux. Ho... — ero ronoc Hadarh 3By4arb
00€CIOKOEHHO, — YYMThIBas Ballle C APMHOM IPOILIIIOE, 51 HE YBEPEH, UTO 3a/1aBaTh TAKHUE BOMPOCHI
Oynet Oe3omacHo. OHM MOTYT NPUBIIEYb BHUMaHKUE UMIieparopa. Mnu Baiero oria.

Kectpen mouyBcTBOBasia ce0si Tak, OyATO €€ 3arHajy B JOBYUIKY W OOOKpaju, XOTs €1Ba JIU
MOYKHO YKpacTb TO, C YEM ThI caM JaBHO paccraics. [[eBylika crapanack HE NOKa3bIBaTh CBOMX
yyBCcTB. COH, MPUCHUBILIMICS €l HA TpaBe, YKE€ MOYTH ucue3 U3 namsaTu. Kak Oynro oHa CIHMIIKOM
MHOIO Jymajia O HeM M 3arepia 1o Aslp. Ho B caxy oH kazancsa takum HactosumM. Kectpen He
MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh Ce0sI TOBEPUTH B 0OOpaTHOE.

OHa oueneHeno nmocMorpenia Ha koiblo TeHceHa. OH maBHO ero He HajeBasl. HasepHoe,
MOTEpsUI, a NMOTOM cHoBa Hamen. Muorma Ttak ciuywanock. Ho Kectpen 3Hama, 4uro mopoi,
MOTEPSHHBIE BEIM HAWTH HE yIaBajloCh HUKOT/A.
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KecTpen He 3Hama kak, HO reHepan TpasH y3HaI O JAE3€pTUPE — POMOBUTOM HOHOIIE,
KOTOPBIN Oexai U3 CBoel Opurajbl, CpakaBileiicsi Ha BOCTOKE.

— W Teneph OH 371eCh, — CKazaj €€ OTel] POBHBIM rojocoM. — JKUBET B ABOPIIOBBIX MOKOSX.

— 4 eme He peum, Kak ¢ HUM NOCTYNUTh. — HMMmeparop B3si1 B PyKH HOX U BWJIIKY H
MPUIIIACUJI CBOMX T'OCTEU MPUHSATHCS 32 TPEThIO cMeHY Oitofl. OH BecTpeTuiics B3misigoM ¢ Kectpern.
Ta Hayasa ecrb.

A ee oTen — HeT.

— UYTo 31€Ch pemarh?

— TpasH, oH eme coBceM Manwauinka. He crapme Bepekca. — Hmmeparop ar000BHO
YABIOHYJICS CBOEMY ChIHY, KOTOPBINA OMYCTHII I71a3a B TAPEJIKY.

— On nipenan Bac. [Ipenan mens. [penan ce6s. ' ne ceituac ero yecTn?

— Ilonarato, Ha MPUOBLILHBIX POIUTEIBCKUX MEJIBHUIIAX HA I0’KHBIX OCTpoBaX. Bo3aMoxHO, ee
MePEeMOJIONN BMECTE C UX IMTPEKPACHBIM 3€PHOM M IIPEBPATUIIM BO BKYCHEUIIMHI XJ1€0.

— 3aKO0H, KacarolMucs Je3€pTUPCTBA, IPEACITBHO SICEH.

Nmnepatop orniui BUHA.

— YecTHO TOBOpS, 5 AepKai €ro 3/ech 1l Te0s1. Moxelllb TOTOBOPUTh C HUM, €CJIM XOYEIllb.

— 4 Tak u cnenaro, — cKaszaj reHepai. — A 3aTeM s BEpHYCh Ha BOCTOK.

— Tsl HEe MOXelb Jaxke NpPouTH Bech BeceHHmit caja, He 3ambIXaBIMCh. [bl OBl cam
MocjeI0Baja B OMTBY 32 TAKUM KOMaHIyFOITM ?

Oren; KecTpen npuniypuiics, Kak OyITo eMy B IJla3a BHE3AIMHO Yapuil spkuid cBeT. Kecrpen
CO 3BOHOM OINYCTHJIA BUJIKY Ha Tapeliky. B ropse ee ropena sipocts. OHa OTKpbUIA OBUIO POT, YTOOBI
3arOBOPUTH, HO B3IJISA OTIA 3aCTABUII €€ OCTAHOBUTHCS, COBCEM KakK TOTA, BO BHYTPEHHEM JIBOPE,
KOTJa €ro JIoa b OblJIa M3Ma3aHa €ro ke KpoBblo, a KecTpen xotena mnomMmoys emMy.

— BceMy cBoe BpeMmsi, cTapblii Apyr, — MATKO cKa3al umneparop. TemOp ero rosoca
HaroOMHUHaJ KIyObl JbIMa. DTO 3By4aHHWE MOKHO ObLIO Obl Ha3BaTh JIIOOOBBIO, €CIU OBl JIFOOOBDH
ObUTa CPOIHU 3aCOJICHHOMY MSICY, BBICYIIIECHHOMY M 3alIaCEHHOMY Ha YEPHBIN JIEHb JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI
€CTh €ro MO YyTh-UYTb.

Bepekc Bo3un eny Buikoit o tapenke. Orery Kectpein He meBeabHYICS.

— MHe xanb, — cKa3all eMy umneparop. — S moka He TOTOB MOTEPSIThH TEOA.

* %k Xk

["enepan xoren, yToObl KecTpen conpoBokiana ero.

— OpnHaxael Thl Oyfellh MNpaBUTh UMIEpUEH, — cKa3zal OH. — TbI OJDKHA 3HATh, Kak
MOCTYNATh.

Ceituac xe aeiiCTBOBaJI OH.

['enepan mpumiesn B ABOPIIOBBIE MOKOW MOJIOAOTO cojjara. CMOTpen, KaKk MOJIOAOW YETOBEK,
HeHaMHoro crapiie Kectpen, nobneanen. I'enepan nposen Kectpen B rOCTUHYIO, a 3aT€M TBEPAOM
PYKOM OTTSHYJ coOjjara 3a IUIEYO0 B CTOPOHY M YTO-TO CKas3ajl €My Ha yxO0. MaJpuuilKa BECh
CKYKOXKHJICSI U OTBEpHYJICS, UTOOBI KecTpel He Bujesna ero auiia.

B rosnoce rerepana mpo3Bydan Borpoc. MaasdHIlKa TPEPHIBUCTO BTSHYI B ce0s Bo3ayx. OTenn
Kectpen ckazan 4ro-to ycnokauparoliee. ToH ero roioc yoexaan, yTo onacHocTu HeT. Korma-to



oH roBopuJ Tak ¢ Kectpen, koraa ona Obiia MaJICHBKOM.
— IIpocTuTe MEHs, — NPOTrOBOPUII COJIIAT MIPUAYILIEHHBIM IETTIOTOM.
— IIpomy, — otBetun renepan. — Ilocie.
3aTem oH cka3as Kectpen, 4to um nopa yurTH.

* %k Xk

JlezepTup BOCIOIB30BaICs CBOMM KUHKaJIoM. CaMOyOUIICTBO pajid CIaCeHUsI YECTH.

Heckonbko AHEN ONPUABOPHBIE TOJBKO 00 3TOM UM IIENTAIUCh. A 3aTe€M HNPUOBLIA HOBOCTH C
BOCTOKA. BapBapbl COXIVIM paBHUHBI, TOBOPUJIOCH B JoHeceHUHU. [locnemansis moObya uMmIiepuu
cTajia YepHOM, MEPTBOU U JIBIMSIICHUCS.

[To3xe cTanu n3BecTHBHl UMeHA. CIUCOK MOTUOMMX OBLT TOpa3/io AJTUHHEE, YeM OOBIYHO.

OnHo uMSI TPUABOPHBIE MEpenaBadvd Jpyr APYry, Kak KemMuykuHy. Ero mnpousHocuin
MEIJICHHO, OT/IaBasi JJOJDKHOE €ro OJIeCKy, IIaJKoM TSHKECTH, TOMY, KaK OHO CKaThIBAJIOCh B IMOYKY
Ha JIJIOHA U COTPEBAIOCH TaM.

Korma ums nepenanu eut, Kecrpen noHsuia, 4To 0Kuaajia yCIbllaTh €r0 ¢ TOTO CaMOro JHS,
korjga PoHaH BBIXBAaTWII y HEE CIIMCOK HOBOOpaHIieB. [lonTBepkaeHue 0xKuIaHusl HAJJIOMUIIO YTO-
To xpynkoe B rpyau Kectpen. OHa 3Hama. 3Hana, 4yTo 3TO npousoiaer. OnHako Tenepb €l cTalio
SCHO, YTO Ha CaMOM JeJieé OHa HE BEpPUJIA, YTO CIpATaia 3TU MBICIHA B Ty 4aCTh CO3HAHUS, Kyda
HUKOT/Aa HE 3ariis/ipIBajia.

Kak ona Morma npsitatbCsi OT 3TOr0 3HAHUS?

Kak ona morna 3Hath, uTo POHaH MOTMOHET, U B TO K€ BPEMS HE BEPUTH B 3TO?

3T0 OBUIO TaK OYEBUJIHO.

OctaBumch OmHa B CBOMX MOKOsiX, KecTpenm mpukpsiia por pykou. XemuyxnHa HMEHU
Ponana 3actpsina y Hee B ropse. OHa ¢ 00JIbIO CIVIOTHYIIA.

Eli CHWINCH CHBI, KOTOPBIX YTPOM OHa CThIIWIACh. Bo cHe PoHaH yroman ee mMUpOXHBIM C
caxapHOU MyIpoi, HO TOBOpUII TojdocoM ApuHa. «S ucrnek ero aus Tedsi, — roBopuia oH. — Tebe
HpPABUTCA?»

[Tynpa 6bi1a Takoit jgerkoit, uto Kectpen Bapixana ee cliaJkui 3amax, HO BCer/ia mMpochlnaiach
710 TOT0, KaK MOrJjia monpoOoBaTh CaMO MUPOXKHOE.

* ok Xk

Kectpen nanucana nucemo [Ixxecc. HaBectuts ee oHa 60sach.

Ha cnepytonmii neHp cinyxaHka npuHeciia el otBer. Cepaue Kectpen moackouusno B Trpyau,
KOTJIa OHa yBHjeNa mouepk J[»kecc Ha 000pOTe M 3HAKOMYIO BOCKOBYIO Teyarb. OHa TyT ke
yKopuJia ce0si 3a 3TOT MOPBIB HAACKIbl U oOerdeHus. HernpaBuiabHO OBLIO UCIBITHIBATH TAKUE
4yBCTBa, Korja PoHaH ObuT MEPTB.

Ho ona He oxwupana, yro [xecc oTrBeTut er. A 3T0 mucbMo — Kectpen B3Becuna €ro
JaJJOHU — OBLIO CTOJIb XK€ MyXJIbIM, KaK U TO, 4TO oTnpaBmia cama Kectpen. [[xkecc He crana Obl
TaK MHOTO IMHCaTh, €CJIK Obl COBEPIICHHO HE X0Tena uMeTh ¢ Kectpen nena.

Kectpen pacnedarana koHBepT. OHa CHOBA OILyTUJIa CMECh 3HAHUS U HE3HAHUSI, TOTPACCHUS
1 00pEYEHHOCTH.

OHa MOJHOCTBHIO pa3BepHyla KOHBepT. Pa3zBe oHa 3To He mpeasuiaena? Passe 3To He ObUIO
OYEBUIHO?



B konBepte Obuto TO camoe mucbMmo, kotopoe Kectpen ormpaBuna [[xecc. HeoTkpeitoe n
HENIPOYUTAHHOE.

% ok Xk

Kectpen He urpaina Ha posiie ¢ TeX Mop, Kak OOHApyKHUJIa B MY3bIKAJIbHOW KOMHATE CKPBITHIN
’KpaH, HO TENEpPh €l ObUIO BCE PAaBHO, KTO €€ YCablImMT. OHa X0Tela, 4YTOObl KTO-HUOYb YCIIbIILAI
ee rope.

Mys3blka BbIIDIA 3J€€, YeM OHa OXxujana. MenoauuHas MpeitoAusl BeIpBajlach Ha CBOOOMY U
MOTEMHea, CIIeNiach ¢ 6ojee HU3KMMHU OkTaBaMu. KecTpen urpana, moka y Hee He Hauainu 0OJIeTh
3ansicThd. [loka He cTana couBaThesa. B komMHaTe BUOpHUPOBAIM YMUPAIOIIME aKKOP/IbI.

Kectpen mortepna mpuiaromme 3arsicTba. Bomapunace 3BeHsIas TUIIMHA. 3areM, Kak pa3
xorna Kectpen cobupanachk BEpHYThCS K TOMY MECTY, IZI€ Ceiajia OIMMOKY, OHa yCJblana TUXUN
3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYHMKA.

Eit ObUT 3HAKOM 3TOT 3BYK.

3a sKkpaHOM KTO-TO ObuUL. YenoBeK, KOTOPBIM HaBEpHSIKA 3HAJ O MOTAMHBIX KOMHATaxX JBOPIIA.
N nouemMy Obl UMIIEpATOPY HE MOMAEIUTHCS C HUM ITUM cekperoMm? lMmmeparop LEHUI 3TOT
yenoBeka. JlokazarenscTBa? Hampumep, uMmepaTropckuii Mogapok — 30J0Tble 4ackl. OHHM
noka3bBai (pa3bl TyHbl. Ha KOHIIaX 4acoBOW U MUHYTHOM CTPEJIOK CBEpKajiu OpuiUIMaHThl. Yackl
MEJIOJUYHO 3BEHENIN KaXKIbIN Yac.

KecTpen He 3Haa, 4To 3aCTaBUIIO €€ OTLA COpATaThes 3a dKkpaHoM. OHa HE 3Haja, TaM OH BCE
€lIC WK YILEN, KaK TOJIBKO €r0 4achl 3a3BE€HENH, U KecTpen noaHsia rojJoBy Ha 3BYK.

Omna 3HaJa TOJBKO, YTO OH CIIyIIAJI, Kak OHa urpaia. Hukorga panplie OH 3TOro He Jaemnal.

Ha Kectpen HaxiibiHynmo BocnomuHanue. Korna eit He ObUIO ellie U CeMU JIET, KOTrja oHa Obuia
MO-MpexXHEMY ciiaba mociie Tol OO0JEe3HU, OT KOTOpOM IMorubna ee Marb, TeHepald pelmi
OTHPABUTHCA C IOUEPHIO0 HA KOHHYIO MPOTYIKY 3a ropoll. KecTpen eBa He 3acHyia Ha CBOEM IMOHM.
3a ropooM ObUIO XOJOAHO, M M3-3a ITOrO JEBOYKA Hadajla MIMbIraTh HocoM. OTell B3sUl e€e Ha
oxoTy. OH moMor eil MpuIaguTh CTPETy Ha JyK. YKa3an Ao0buy. Jlepxai ee JOKOTh B MPaBUIbLHOM
nosnoxxennu. Korma ona nmpoMaxnynach, OH HU4Yero He ckaszan. OH mpuctpenun ¢aszaHa, oumnal
ero um pasBen kocrep. Kectpen 3aapemana, a Korjaa HpOCHYJIach, OOHapyKuiia ceOsl YKpBITOU
Mexamu. beuto TeMHo. Ee BosIochl maxiii ApIMOM M kapeHou nruinen. Korma oren yBuaen, 4To oHa
MPOCHY/ACh, OH JIOCTAaJ U3 CEJEIbHON CYMKHU OyXaHKy xJjie0a, paznoman u otaan Kecrpen 0oibInyto
MOJIOBUHY.

B BBDKHIAIOIIEN TUIIMHE MY3bIKaJIbHON KOMHATHI KecTpei onmycTuina pykd Ha KIIABUIIM POSIIS
Y BOIUIOTHJIA B MEJIOJIMIO0 BOCIOMUHAHKE O TOM JHEe. OHa chIrpajia 0 TOM, KaKk pa3MEpEeHHO ILeI €€
MOHU, KaK OHAa KalUlsula MHOTAA M3-3a CIIM3U B JIETKUX, KaK HaTsHyra Obula TETHBA JIyKa, Kak
nbUIIo cepaue koctpa. OHa BIUIENa B MY3BIKY TO, KaK €€ OTEl, AyMas, YTO OHA BCE €IIE CIIHT,
OTBEJI el Mpsu BOJOC co J0a 1 yopan ux 3a yxo. OH ykyran ee B Mexa. OHa ObUla TOrma Takou
MaJICHbKOM, YTO Ha3bIBajia €ro I1amou.

Kectpen Bo3poauna TOT MOMEHT, KOTa OTKpbUIA Ivia3a, a OH OTBEJ B3I, My3blka oTpa3uia
1 KYCOK XJieOa B €€ pyKe.

%k sk sk

ITotom KCCTpGJ’I OTIIpaBuUJIaCb B TaJICPCIO. En NpuIuioCh PE3KO OCTAHOBHTLCA, KOI'Zla OHaA



yBujena taM oTua. OH CTOSI y OIHOrO W3 Y3KMX OKOH M CMOTpPEN Ha YIUIy, MOBEPHYBIIHCH
cnirHoM K uckycctBy. Kormga Kectpen Bomwia, oH 0o0epHYIICS K HEl.

— S caplma, Tel IPUXOAMIIL CHOJA KaXIbIM I€Hb, — CKa3ajl OH. — S| Hajxesics mOroBOPUTH
¢ TOOOI HaEeIUHE.

Onu uzberanu apyr Ipyra ¢ Tex nop, kak Kecrpen ycinplmasna 3B0H €ro 4acoB.

— ThI MOT OBl HABECTUTH MEHSI B MOUX MTOKOSIX, — OTBETHJIA JICBYIIIKA.

— MHe 6b110 UHTEpEeCcHO. JIFOOOMBITHO 3HATH, UTO TEOS TaK MPUBJICKAET B ATOU rajepee.

["eHnepan noiien K Hell HaBcTpedy. Ero maru oTaaBaiuch 3XoM B IPOCTOPHOM IMOMENICHUH.

— Tl 3HaCIIIb, YTO MEHS IPUBJICKAET.

CKonbKO pa3 OH Ha3bIBaJ €€ JIF0OOBb K MY3bIke c1a00CcThi0? OH Mpeaynpexaan ee: TepaHilbl
BOCXHUIIAJIUCHh UCKYCCTBOM, M BOT UTO C HUMH cTajo0. OHU 3a0bLIH O MEYe.

['enepan Haxmypuica. OH OTBeN B3IIAX OT KOJUIEKIMH CKYIBITYp M KapTHUH W CHOBA
nocmoTtpen Ha KecTtper.

— TBost MaTh KpacuBO Urpajia, — TUXO CKa3aj OH.

— A a?

— A Thl — Jaxe 00Jee YyeM.

— $1 O6buTa paja, 9To THI MPUIIEIT TOCTYITIATH MEHSI.

Ee oren B3goxnys.

— OX yX 3TH 4achl.

— MHe HpassTcst TBoM 4achl. [Ipogomxait Hocuth ux. OHU 3aCTaBISAIOT T€OS OBITh YECTHBIM.

— IoacnynmBath TakKUM 00pa3oM HEJOCTONHO MEHHI.

— A dro, eciia Obl 51 TeOs1 ipuriacuiia? — crnpocuiia Kecrpern.

— Ho 151 ke He npurnammana.

— IIpurnamana, 1OCTOSSHHO, B TECUEHUE MHOTHX JIET.

['enepan mpomMoJyal.

— Sl Hukoraa He 3abupana 3To MpUTIalieHue oopaTHO, — ckazana Kecrpern.

Oren caep:kaHHO YIBIOHYIICS €.

— Tbl mOKaXxelb MHE TO, 4TO TeOe OOJIbIlle BCETO 3/1eCh HPABUTCSA? — CHPOCUI OH, 00BOJIS
PYKOH rajiepero.

Kectpen moutu 3a0buia, 3aueM oHa 3/1ech. Mbiciu 0 TeHceHe, BOTHOM MHXKEHEPE U JIBOPIIOM
JieKape ycrnenu YUTH Ha BTOPO MiaH. A Tenepb OHM BepHYIuch. KecTpen ongyruia ykoa cTpaxa u
3aTSHYBIIMUACS y3€J0K BUHBIL.

C mecrta, e oHa CTOsUIa, €i1 He ObUTa BUJHA Ta KapTUHA, KOTOPYIO OHA YK€ Hadajia Ha3bIBaTh
npo ce0s kapTuHoil Tencena. OHa Bucena B INIyOMHE Talleper U CO CTOPOHBI BXO/Ia Ka3aaach BCETO
JUIIb (PUOJETOBBIM KBaJIpaTOM.

Kectpen crapanach, 4ToObl €€ OTel] HE MOAXOAWJI K KapTHHe Oim3ko. OHa Mokasalia emy
TUIICOBYIO Yallly, KOTOPOM BOCXHUINANIach, U OpPOH30BOTO phlOaKa, KOTOPBIM BBHUIOBUJI JIa3yPUTOBYIO
peiOy. Psimom ctosuio dapdopoBoe IO € BOCTOKA, BHYTPHU KOTOPOTO, €CIIA €ro OTKPBITH,
CKpbIBAJIaCh JIEBYIIKA-BOUH.

Ho ee oren 3ameTusn KapTuny.

— A 3TO 1 NIOMHIO, — CKa3aJl OH. — OJTO s MPHUBE3 €€ IJIsI UMIIEpaTopa.

OH nopoien k kaptuHe. Kectpell, moTepsBIedl OT cTpaxa Jap peyd, HUYEro He OCTaBaJloCh,
KpoMe€ Kak IMOcCJea0BaTh 32 HUM. Eciu Obl OHa MOMbITaIach OTBIIEYL €0 OT KapTHUHBI, TO 3TO OBl
TOJIBKO 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 MPOSBUTH €IIie OOJIbIIe BHUMAHUS K HEH.

Ha pame xapTunsbl Jiexxana MmackupoBouHast moJib. Cepie Kectpen moackounsio B rpyau.



Orten BCMOTpEJICS B MEU3aXK.

— 31ech OHa BBIVISAUT TO-APYroMy, He Tak, Kak B TOM I03)KHOM 0coOHsike. — CyJis 110 BCeMy,
OH He 3aMmeTun Moib. Ecnu 3amerur, 1o uro 00 »stoM mnomymaer? Hwuuero? Kazanock
HEBO3MOXXHBIM, YTOOBI YTO-TO, YTO oOnagano ansi KecTpen OorpoMHBIM CMBICIOM, JUIsl HETO HE
3HAYUJIO HUYETO.

Crapasch, yToObI €€ royioc nmpo3Bydai HeOpexHo, KecTpen cnipocuina:

— Tebe HpaBuTCs 3Ta KapTUHA?

OH moais redamu.

— Nmneparopy — ma. — OH oTopBan B3mIAA OT NOJA0THA. KecTpen ucneitana HEBEPOATHOE
oOjeruenue. 3aTeM OTEIl CHOBA 3arOBOPHII, M €T0 CJIOBAa HATIOJHUIIM €€ CThIIOM. — Sl 3Hat0, THI HE
Xouelllb, YTOOBI s BO3Bpaliaics Ha BOCcTOK. I He Oymay Tebst oOmaHbiBarh, KecTpen. MHe HyXHO
cpaxarbca. Ho 3Ta Hyxk/Ja... 32 MHOTO JIET U3MEHWJIACh. Tereph IeJI0 HE TOJIbKO B 4yecTh. — Ero
CBETJIO-Kapue Iva3a BCTPETWINCH co B3misiAoM Kectpen. — Tel pomunachk 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO
MecsieB nocie Bepekca. S Obl He cTan 3acTaBisATh TeOs BBIXOAUTH 3a HEro 3amyx. Ho g Hagesuics.
Korma s Obu1 Ha moisie 00sl, 1 HaJessICsA, 4TO Thl yHaclenyemb ummneputo. Korma Tel BeiOpana
Bepexkca, MHe moka3anock, 4To 3TO ObuIa Cyap0a.

— TsI HE BepuIlb B CyAb0Y.

— S Bepro, 4TO 3eMJIH, KOTOPBIC I 3aBOEBa, JIJIsl TeOs. Thl MOsS Cynp0a.

YyscTBo BUHBI He naBano Kectpen cioTHyTh. OHa eBa MoIJia JIbIIaTh, U OblIa OOJIbIle HE B
CUJIax YIEpKMBaTh B3I OTHA. HO Kak TONBKO OHA OTBENa MIa3a, TO TYT K€ HENPOU3BOJIBHO
OpocwuJia B3I Ha MOJIb.

Ee oren 3ameTnii. Moprayi. IlocMoTpen Ha paMKy KapTUHBI 1 HAXMYPHUJICS.

«3TO BCero JHIIb MOJIby, — yoexaana ceds Kectpen. Ee oTen HUKaK HE MOT 10raiaTbCs, YTO
OHa O3Hayasa.

Ona oxupgaia, 4To T€HEpasl CKaxkeT 4dTo-HuOymas. [IpuroroBunack orBewars. Ho, B koHIlE
KOHIIOB, OH IIPOCTO MOJIYa CMAaxHYJ MOJIb HA TOJ.

% ok Xk

— BoaHblii HHXKEHEP U3MEHMIIA CBOKO CTaBKYy, — cka3an TeHceH. — OHa U UMIIEpaTOpPCKUi
JeKkapb paboTaroT coolla.

— 51 Oonbllle HE MOTY C BaMH 3]1€Ch BCTpeuarhes, — cka3zana Kecrtpen. — S HaBepHsKa cKopo
MOMaaycCh.

Tencen Opu1 oOeciokoeH. OH cIipammBaji O MPUYMHAX, HO JIEJIO ObLIO HE TOJIBKO B TOM, UTO
oren Kectpen Buzen mMonp Ha pamKe KapTUHBI — 3TO TE€HCEH mocuuTan HeBaXXHbIM. Y Kectpen
ObUIO YYBCTBO, YTO OHA KaruTcs K karactpode. OHa dyBcTBOBaia ceOs Tak M paHbllie, WA MMOYTH
TaK e, KOrJa TOJbKO HaunHaiia urparb B « Kabik n JKano» n He oco3HaBaina, Korja CTOUT YUTH U3-
3a CTOJIa, WJIM HE MOIVIa YUTH, HOTOMY YTO XOTeja 3HaTb, YeM BCE 3aKOHUMUTCS. EW HYXHO OBLIO
YBUJIETH JIUIIEBYIO CTOPOHY BCEX KAapTOYEK, 3aBEPLIMTh UIPYy U 3HATh, KTO MOOEANI, a KOMY JIO
nooenpl He xBaruio. CHayana OHa 4acTO MPOUTpPBIBaja, OCOOEHHO KOIJa Urpaja MpOTUB OTLA.
3aTeM OHa HAay4YHUJIaACh.

— A npocTo He Mory, — cka3aia oHa TeHceHy.

OH mnonwiTasicss B3SITh €€ JEeCThio. B3pBam Kk ee 4yBCTBY crpaBemnBocTu. [loaseprain
COMHEHHIO €€ MyxecTBo. lIpuberanm ko Bcemy, KpoMe HMEHHU ApHUHA: TMOYYBCTBOBAI, YTO
YIIOMUHAHUE O HEM IOJIOKHUT BCEMY KOHEII.



TeHceH Toxe ObUT yMEJNIbIM UTPOKOM.

— Yto0 %, — B3J0XHYJI OH, — BBI BeJlb BCE paBHO Oynere HaueKy, BepHO? Ecim BaM HYXHO
OyleT AaTh MHE 3HATh O UEM-TO, IEpeJaliTe ITO YEPe3 CBOIO IIBEIO.

KecTpen xorena mockopee yitu ¢ MsacHoro Psma. Ona comacuiach, y3Hail OHa 4YTO-TO
BaXKHOE, nepenars 310 Jenuu. 3areM nocneumia npodb. [lomon ee paboyero miarbs HEMsIics 3a
KPIOUKHU Ty(eb.



I'1aBa 39

Hckymenne 0110 O0€70T0 1BETA.

Kanuist yepHbIX UepHUI Ipokajia Ha KOHYUKE Mepa.

Kectpen nucana B ceoeM kabunete. OHa nucana nucbMo Apuny. OObsCHsIIa MPUYUHBI CBOUX
noctynkoB. M3nuBana cBoe cepaue. Ee udyBcTBa mpeBpaliaiivich B OBICTPBIE TSKEJIble JTUHUU
yepHus. OHa HUUero He 3adepkuBaia. [lucekMo cMmotpeno Ha KecTpen abcomoTHOM, YepHO-0€10i
YECTHOCTBIO.

OHo u ObuTO McKymeHneM. Ho elCTBUTENBHOCTD COCTOSJIA B IPYTOM: B KaMUHE, HECMOTPS
Ha MPEKPACHYI0 BECEHHIOIO MOTOy, HECMOTPS Ha OJM3KUN KOHEIl BECHBI U HECYIIMICS HABCTPEUY
IlepBosieTHHM O€HB, TOPEI OTOHBb.

JleicTBUTENBHOCTH ObUTa KpacHoro IBeta. OHa Obula ropsiueid, >kaJHOM M MOTPECKUBABIIEH.
Oronp moxupan Bce, yto Kectpen ormaBama emy. OHa coxmia nucbMo. CKOpO OT OTHS HE
OCTaJIOCh HUYET0, KPOME XOJOAHBIX YEPHBIX YENIyWUYaThIX YIVIEHM, CJIETKA MOIECPHYTHIX IETIIIOM.
[TucbMo nexano neneabHbIMU XJIonbsiMU. OJJHa CTpaHUIlA CBEPHYJIACH B YEPHYIO TPYOOUKY.

Kectpen nogymana o0 umneparope. O cBOEM OTIE.

OcTaTku nuchbMa B MEPTBOM KaMUHE HUKAK HEJb3sl ObLUIO ObI TPOYUTATD.

N Bce xe Kectpen B3sya kouepry M pas3BOpOIIMJIA MEres, YTOObl HE OCTaBUTH BOOOIIE
HUKAKUX CJIEI0B.

% ok Xk

[Tpubnukasics BoceMHaaANarbii AeHb poxkaeHus Kectpen. /[[o Hero — u ee BBICTYIUICHUS C
UTPOM Ha posijie, KOTOPOro MOTPeOOoBall UMIIEPATOP, — OCTAIIOCh MEHBIIE JIByX HEJEIb. JTO OyneT
MOCIETHUM O(UIIMATBHBIM COOBITHEM TPU JBOPE IMeEpes €€ CBaabOol, KoTopas Obula Ha3HauYCHa
yepes JBa AHA MOcie NHSA poxaecHud. Kectpen urpana HeumcTtoBo, urpana dacamu. MHorma ona
CJbIIIAIa 3BOH OTIIOBCKMX YaCOB — 3BYK JIETKHH, KaK YIbIOKa. DTOT 3BOH BCETNa YCTIOKAUBAI €€
My3bIKy. Kornma Kecrpen urpana st otua, Mejtoaus JIMiIach MATKO, YUCTO U CHUIIBHO.

OHa roroBujia TIarbe JUIsl BBICTYIJICHUS. DJEraHTHOE KPEMOBOE OfCsHUE U3 OJIECTAIIEro
meJKa ¢ KOPOTKMMU M CBOOOJHBIMU KPYXKE€BHBIMU pykaBamu. KecTpen HEMOABHIKHO CToOsUla Ha
CKaMeeuKke MopTHUXU. Ha MrHOBeHHNE OHA MoyMalia 0 TOM, YTO CKaMeeuka Obula TPUMEPHO TaKoH
€ BBICOTBI, KAK ¥ MOMOCT JJisi TOproB. OHa BCIOMHMJIA, KAK HA IIOMOCTE CTOSI ApHUH.

KecTpen mpencrabisiia cebe, KakoBO ObLIO OB, €clid Obl TKaHb BPEMEHH MOXXHO OBLIO
pacnycTuTh, a 3aT€M COTKarb 3aHOBO. OHa MBICIIEHHO BEPHYJIACh KO JHIO TOProB, K CamMOMY
nepBoMy AHIO, K paly, KOTOPBIA MOmHsUICS Ha moMocT. OHa mpeacTaBuia, YTO BCE MOIIO OBIThH
nHade. Ha »>ToT pa3 oHa He yudacTBoBasia B Toprax. Paba He mpomaBasu. Ee oren Hukorga He
no6exan B ['epanckoit BoitHe. BMecTo atoro Kectpen Beipocna B cronunie. Ee Mmars He 3a0osena
u He ymepia. Kectpen yBujena miiajieHIla B pykax OTila — 3TUM MJaJieHIleM ObUla oHa cama. B
BOOOpa)kaeMOM MHUpE OHa ObLIa COBCEM TaKOMW, KaKOM €€ OMUCHIBAJ OTeIl.

Jlenust omycTUIIach Ha KOJICHU M B3MaxOoM paclpaBuia TKaHb nonona. [lenk Hamyncs u cHOBa
ynercst ckiaakamu. [enus npomomxuna padoty. Cnyxankam KecTpen k 3TOMy BpeMEHHM CTallo
CKYYHO, U OHU Pa30pesuch IO APYruM KOMHATaM.

3atem [lenus ObICTPO M THXO CKa3zaja:

— V¥ Bac ecTh 411 MEHS Kakue-HuOyIb HOBOCTH?



Kectpen 6pocuna Ha Hee pe3KHil B3I

— Her.

— Tencen HazeeTcst, YTO CKOPO y Bac YTO-HUOYIH OyIIeT.

Kectpen nuyero He orBeTwina, HO Jlenust kuBHyma, Oyaro commamasick ¢ Heil. IlopTHuxa,
Ka3aJIoCh, UCIBITAJIa pa30uyapoBaHUe U 00JIETUCHUE OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— UYro %k, — ckazana [lenus. —  yBepeHa, Bbl 3Ha€Te, UTO JEIIAETE.

Ho 3nama nu Kectpen? Ona mogymana o ToM, Kak caguiack urparb B «Kubeik m XKamoy.
[lepeBopaunBasi KapTO4YKH, OHA Opocana UX pyOalllKamMyd BHU3, OTKPBIBas JIUIIEBYID CTOPOHY H
MOJICUUTHIBASI UTOT; 3HaNA JIM OHA TOI/A, 4To Aenaer? MHorga Xom urpsl ObUT CIUIIKOM OBICTPHIM,
yToObl KecTpen ycmeBana MOHATH, YTO UMEHHO MpoucxoauT. OHa 3Haja TOJBKO, YTO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB BBIMTPAET.

Kectpen mocmotpena Ha Jlenuto. Ona Oosibllie HEe ObLIa yBepeHa B M0OOENE WU B TOM, UTO
MOTJIa 4TO-TO BhIMTpaTh. OHA HE MPEJCTABIISIIA, KAKUM 3TOT BBIMTPHIII MOT OBITh.

Kectpen ckazana Jlenuu pOBHBIM TOHOM:

— KoneuHo.

% sk sk

B ropHowm Jsiecy 1o3zaau ABopia ycTpouiau oxoTy. Jlasum ronuune. [ HEKOTOPBIX PUIABOPHBIX
apOaneTsl 3apsbkanu padbbl — ecnu 0wl oten; Kectpen Buaen 3To, To npuiien Obl B ykac. Ho on
pEIMI OCTAaThCA BO JIBOPIIE.

Bepexkc Obu1 371€Ch, HO OXOTUTHCS OTKa3aiIcs. MimnepaTop MpoKo YIbIOHYIICS.

— Moii 6ecxapakTepHblii MAJIbUUK, — CKa3aJl OH.

— HaBaiut npougemcs, Bepekc, — ckazana Kectpen. — MHe ToXe 0X0Ta HEUHTEPECHA.

Onu nouwtu no Tpone Buepean umneparopa. lllenok Kecrpen ckakan psaom.

— Kakas munas cobaka, — monecnuch 10 Kectpen ciosa Mapuc.

3aTeM SICHO MOCIBIIIANICS KU3HEPATOCTHBIA TOJIOC UMIIEPATOPA.

— Bawm ona HpaBurtca?

Bepekc psgom ¢ Kectpen Hanpsrcs.

— OmHa Baa, — cka3an umneparop Mapuc.

KecTpen o0epHynace.

— Her. Ona mos.

— Kaxkas Bam pazHuiia, eciu oHa goctanercss Mapuc? — Ha nuie ummneparopa cHoBa ObLia
yabIOKa. — BBl 1ayke He ganu e 10 CUX IMop UMsI.

— OcraBb 310, — npomientan Bepekc Kectpen Ha yxo. — [lomHw.

OH He ckazay, 4TO OHa JOJKHA NMOMHUTh, HO KecTpenm v Tak MOHsJIa — U3PAaHEHHOE JULIO
ApuHa.

Cobaka yTKHyJIach BlIaKHBIM HOCOM B 1mrraHuHy Kectpern.

— Ee nums, — ckazana Kectpen umneparopy, — Mos.

Nmneparop OecrieuHo moxan miedamu. Mapuc, o0aziasi BCeMU MHCTUHKTAMU TPUJIBOPHOM
JaMBbl, YIIOBHJIA 3aax OMMACHOCTH W MPOMOJIYAJIa, 0XKUAAs, 4To npousonaeT. Korna He mpousonuio
HUYEro, ¥ 0O0JIbIlle HUKTO HUYETO HE CKa3aJjl, OHa MOCIEeIiIa I0THATh CBOUX ApPYy3eH.

[Tocie nmostyaHss UMIIEPATOP MPUCTPEIIUIL JINCHULLY.

— st Moen nouepu.

Peokuii Mex ObUT W3Ma3aH KpoOBbIO. MajeHbKHE 4YepHBIE CTYIHM 3BepbkKa Ka3alluChk



BBICOXIIIMMU KUCTSIMU JUIsl prucoBanus. Mneparop o0baBuil, yto U3 Mexa aias Kecrpen momibior
HAKUIKY.

Korna mnpunBopHble HampaBuiuch oOpaTHO BO JBopell M Bepekc compoBoxiaan Pumry,
uMIepaTop nopasHsuics ¢ Kecrpeinr.

OH Ooutbllie HE yIbIOAJICA: YABIOKA 3aCThlIa B €70 CYpPOBOM I'0JIOCE, KAK HACEKOMOE B SIHTApeE.

— He npunocute 607b111e HENPUITHOCTEN, YEM Bbl CTOUTE, — CKa3al OH.

* %k Xk

— Ortpnaii cobaky komy-HHOynb, — nonpocusia Kectpen Bepekca. Ona 3anepikania nmpuHIiia Ha
JIBOPIIOBOM Jy»Kaiike. TpaBa Obuta MSTKOW M T'yCTOM, COUHOTO OJieTHO-3e7eHoro 11BeTa. OcTalbHbIC
NPUJBOPHBIEC YUK Briepen. — Halau et qom maneko ot aopua. Haliau HyKHOTO 4eioBeKa.

— DTOT YE€JI0BEK — THI.

I'naza Kectpen 3anmmnano. [l{leHok ycencs Ha TpaBy U cTajl paJOCTHO KEBATH CBOM JIAIlbl.

Bepekc ckaszair:

— DTO 51 BUHOBAT.

Kectpen Bo3pasunma. OHa ckasama, 94To OOJbIlie HE MOXET CMOTPETh Ha cobaky, Ha JTOT
MPEKPACHBINA TEIJIBIA MOJAPOK, U HE TPEACTABIThH, KaKk ¢ HEMl 4TO-HUOyAbh caydutca. OTaarh 4To-
TO CaMOMY W BHJIETh, KaK 3TO y TeOsl 3a0uparotr, — pa3Hble Beum. Pasnuiia, ckazana Kectpen, B
BO3MOKHOCTH BbIOOpa. OrpaHuyeHHasi cBOOOAA BCe ke Jydllle, 4yeM ee orcyrcTBue. [lo kpaiineit
MeEpe, TaKk OHa AaymMmana, Korma ApWH Jajd €l JIBa Kiwo4a OT CBOEro oxpaHsemMoro goma. M oHa
cuuTana TakK e, KOrja MpeIokKWiIa €My €ro CTpaHy, CKOBAaHHYIO, CBA3aHHYIO U CKPYYCHHYIO
KECTKUMU ycIoBUSAMHU. Jlydie, uem HU4Yero. KecTpen cunTaiia Tak paHbIIe U CUMTANIA TAK ceryac,
HO 0OJIbIlie B 3TO HE Bepuiia. Teneps OHa 3Hala, YTO OTAATh YTO-TO CAMOMY — BCE€ PABHO, KaK €CIu
OBl y T€Os1 3TO 3a0panmy.

Kectpen mpicieHHO 0OBsicHUIA 3TO cebe camoi. CioBa Mpo3Bydaldd B €€ CO3HAHUU TaK
IPOMKO, YTO OHA MOYTH 3a0blIa, YTO HE MPOU3HOCHIIA X BeiyX. Ho 3arem oHa cHOBa B3IIsSTHYIIA Ha
Bepekca u yBujaena, kak oH ¢ 00€CIIOKOCHHBIM BUJIOM KIET NMpoAokeHus. OHa BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO
OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3ajl, U Mmokayaja roJiIOBOi: HET.

Bepekc THXo mporoBopuiI:

— Moemy oty HYXHO, YTOOBI OOJibllle BCETrO ThI JtoOMa ero. YToObl ThI Jt00MIA TO, YTO
J00UT OH. MecTa Jyisi 4ero-To UHOTO HE OCTAeTCsl.

— 4 3nar0.

— 41 He yBepeH, 4To Thl NOHMMaeb. KecTpe, TBOsI HOPTHUXA MEPTBaA.

HoBocts Tspkeno ymapuia Kectpen. CnoBa Bepekca morpy3uiuchk B €€ COZHAHHE W YIIUIA K
camomy nHY. Kectpen BcmomHmna [lenuro, ee cepple miaza ¢ TSKEIBIMA PECHHUI[AMM — IJa3a
ApuHa. BcnomHmMna, Kak JKEHIIMHA B3MaxHY/la KpPEMOBBIM IIONOJOM Ijarks. TkaHb cTajia
MPO3payHOi, a 3aTeM OIyCTUJach W CHOBa MepecTayia mpomnyckarb cBeT. KOOka BIoxHyma, Kak
JIETKOE, a 3aT€M BBIJJOXHYJIA.

Ha Kectpen HenpuaTHBIM, MEPUAIONIMM YAYIILEM HAKATUIICA CTPax.

— Bupenu, kak oHa BCTpedasiach ¢ T€paHCKMM MHUHHUCTPOM 3€MIIEIENNs, — CKa3al Bepekc.
— Ilo3xe k Hel mpuinen kanutad cTpaxu. OHa youna cedst COOCTBEHHBIMH HOKHHUIIAMH.

Kectpen BcrioMHMIIa OKPOBABICHHBIE MANbIIBI TpUHHA B KOJIEOIIOIIEMCS TFOPDEMHOM CBETE.

— Ho kanuTaHa cTpaxu OTOpaBUIIM K HEM HE U3-3a BCTPEYU C MUHUCTPOM, — MPOAOIIKIII
Bepekc. — Bcerpeua Obina jaunib npeioroMm. To, 4To ObUIO HACTOSILEW TPUYMHOM, TPOU3OIUIO B



JIEHb, KOT/a yexall TBOU ryoepHarop. Hacrosimas mpruyrHa 3akitodyaiach B IIBaX y HETO Ha julie. B
aKKypaTHBIX CTexKaX. KecTpels, moMHUIIb, KAKUMU MPABIMIBHBIMU OHU ObUTH? Moii oTelr oOparui
Ha 3T0 BHUMaHue. OH MPOYUTal BEPHOCTh NOPTHUXU APUHY MO €T0 JIUILY.

[Ilenok mu3an magoHb Kectpen. Temnbli BIaXXHBIN S3bIK OXJIAXKAAN €M KOXKY. JlbIXaHWE IIEHKA
HEKHO 001yBaJio JIaJIOHb JeBYIIKU. HeOo ObLI0 MEepheBbIM OACSIIOM OOJIAKOB, 32 MCKIIOUEHHEM
OJIHOM ToJTy0Oii IbIpbl B TKaHU. ['omydoro obiiaka B 6esoM Heoe.

[bIpa yBenmnuuBanach, cuHena. OHa Monya pacTAruBaach, Kak BuHA KecTtpen, kak TO
MTHOBEHME, KOTZa OHA YBHUJENA paHy Ha IeKe ApUHA, Kak B3IVIAJ €€ OTLA, 3aMETUBILETO MOJIb Ha
paMKe KapTWHBL. J[pIpa cTajma caTMHOBOTO IBeTa, Kak tuiarbe J[xecc. OOnaka Obutm OyaTo
nockInanbl caxapHoil nmynpoi. Kectpen BcmomMHuna, kak PoHaH npordruBan el nupoxHoe. OHa
nomnpoOoBaia ero. [TuposkHOe MPOXKTIIO0 €l A3bIK, OyATO S

Bepekc ckazai:

— TblI 1oMXKHA CIEAUTH 3a CBOMMU JecTBUSIMU. Vrpast MpOTUB MOETO OTIA, Thl TPOUTPACIIIb.
[Tobena B 3TOM Urpe 3aBUCUT HE OT 3HAHUM, a OT onbITa. A B T€0€ CTOJBKO COMHEHUN U CTOJIBKO...
001y, uTo... — OH nokauan rojgoBoil. — [loxanyiicta, IpocTo He Jieflail HHYero HeoOIyMaHHOTO.

— J1o kakux nop?

— TbI 3HaCLIb.

KecTpen mosioxkuna BIaXHYK JaJOHb U YEPHYIO TOJOBY MHOAPOCLIETO MIEHKA. «Mosi», —
noaymana Kecrpen. 3arem oHa yOpana pyky u Besena Bepekcy B3sTh co0aKy 3a OIEHHUK.

o xakux nop? Iloka umnepaTop HE yMpET.

— KecTtpesnt... 0qHaX 16l Mbl CMOKEM BCE U3MEHUTb.

Kectpen mnepeBena B3miAn ¢ cobaku Ha Bepekca, Ha €ro BBICOKYIO Xyaylo Gurypy,
CropOJIEHHBIE TIJIEYH, B3JIOXMAaYEHHBIE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCHI, OOJIBIIME SICHBIE TJ1a3a.

Omna razgana, 4ro OyneT, €ClM OHA BO3bMET €ro 3a CBOOOAHYIO pyKy. HTepecHO, monbITaeTcs
JIM OH MPEJICTaBUTh, YTO 3TO Puma nepkut ero 3a pyky? Bo3mMOxHO, Tak NMPOUAET BCS UX KU3HE
nocie cBansObl? KecTpen mpencraBuia cebss u Bepekca nepkammmucs 3a pyku. OHa ModTH
IIO4YBCTBOBAJIa HE)KHOCTD... U, OIPEIAECICHHO, )KECTOKOCTh. 10, KaK )KECTOKOCTh Biajena M. Kak
3aCTaBIIsUIa UX COBEPIIATH MPECTYILUIEHUE U MPEACTABIATh HA MECTE APYTOro KOro-To €IIE.

— Sl Hukorna He BcTaHy Mexay ToOo# u Puieit, — ckazana Kecrpen.

— 51 Ob1 HUKOTJAa ¢ HEHM Tak He moCTynuiI, — oTBeTu Bepekc. — Ecnu...

EMy He HyxHO Obui0 goroBapuBarh. OHM 00a 3HaJM, YTO HUMIIEPATOP MO CIedarh C
MIPUHIIECCOM, eciu Obl Bepekc molies mMpoTUB €ro BOJIH.

— Mp&bI cMOXeM Tiepesienarb Mup, — ckasan Bepekc. — Heykenu 3To OyneT Tak Imjioxo, Ham
BMECTE MPABUTHh UMIIEPUEH?

o cux mop Kectpen He cmena 3amaBarh cebe ITOT BOMpoc. A Temepb OH CTall 3XOM
OT/IaBaThCs B €€ CO3HAHUU, HE HAaX0/Is ceOe OTBeTa.

— Mpnbl cmoxkem, — mnpousHec Bepexkc. — Ecnu momoxaem. Ecnu OyneM OCTOpPOXKHBI.
Kectpes, Thl cMOXKeIb ObITh OCTOPOKHA?

* %k Xk

Kectpen MbICIEHHO packiiajpIiBalia KAPTOUYKH.
Nmneparop.

Boanbiii nHXKEHED.

Jlekaps.



Ycnyra.

I'epan.

Banopusi.

Ona oOparuiia BHUMaHU€ Ha HOBBIE TpaBlopbl. Pa3znoxuia ux B HOBoM mnopsike. [TonbiTanack
HallTH 3aKOHOMEPHOCTh, HO Y HEE€ TaK HUYEro U He BhIlwIo. KecTpen cHoBa cMmemana kaprouku. Ho
13-3a UMIleparopa JyMarh ObUI0 cliokHO. OHA nmepeBepHylia ero KapTouKy pyOalkoi BBEpX, YTOObI
€l He IPUXOJUIOCh CMOTPETh Ha HETO.

Onnako oOparHasi CTOpPOHA KapTOUKHU TOXKE OKaszajach He mycToi. Ha Heil Obuto n300paxeHo
JULO €€ OTIIA.

Yo 310 OBLTA 32 MTpa?

Yero Kectpen nbitanach 100UThCs?

Pa3zBe ona yxe He mnorepsuia nocrarodHo? Pas3ee yxke He pocrarodHo caenana? OnHa
BCIIOMHMJIa cOBET Bepekca.

3araJiKy MHKEHepa U JieKaps peuats Obuto He ei. Eif Hy’KHO ObIJI0O OCTaHOBUTHCSI.

«Ja, Beiiigum u3 urpsl, Kectpen, — ckaszana oHa cede. — CHHUMHU CTaBKY, yOepU KapTOUYKH.
Yiiau npous.

Ceityacy.
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Cuauana Apun cnenan (gopMbl U3 000%keHHOM mHMHBL OIHY pa3MepoM C IIAPUK IS
AETCKOM UTphl. Jpyryro IIMHHYIO, Y3KYI0 U HHIHHApUYeckyto. Korna y Hero ObUTM rOTOBHI IO JIBE
KaXJO0ro BUJA, OH OTJIOXKWJI OJUHAKOBBIE MOJOBUHKHA B CTOPOHY U CTaJl pa30rpeBarb B )KapOBHE
KY3HUILIBI CBUHEL, IOKAa METAJIJI HE PACKAJIMJIICA IOKPACHA U HE PACILJIABHUIICS.

ApuH ObUI Ky3HEIIOM, HO Ky3HEeIlaM PEeIKO MpUXoauTcs padorars ¢ popmamu. Ero mivHsHbBIE
3arOTOBKM IOTPECKAIUCh. [ OpsSYMii CBUHEIN MPOCOYMJIICS 4YE€pe3 TPEUMHBL. APUHY HUYETO HE
OCTaBaJIOCh JIeJaTh, KPOME KaK JIaTh MOTYYUBIIMMCS OECIOJIE3HBIMU KOMKAaM OCTBHITh U OTJIOKUTH
UX B CTOPOHY.

OH pazoznuics. Ho B To ke BpeMsi C yIMBIEHHEM OCO3HaJ, YTO HYXKJAJICS B 3THUX 4Yacax,
MPOBEJCHHBIX B KY3HHIIE, U YTO pabOTa, KOTOPYIO €ro paHbllie 3aCTABISUIA BBITOIHATH, TEMEPh
cTajla eMy Mo Aylle. EMy HpaBHJIOCH OLIyIIEHUE TOTO, YTO OH 4YTO-TO co3fgaeT. OH pa3miakuBaj
CBEXYIO INIUHY, MpUIaBas el HeoOXonuMyro (OpMy U BBIJABIMBAs CIEIUATIBHBIM WHCTPYMEHTOM
yriryOneHus. 3aTeM OH CMOTpEI, KaK B €YU 00KUTaliuCh HOBBIE 3arOTOBKHU.

Korma oHM cHOBa mOTpecKanuch, OH Mo4YTH He paccTtpowicsa. OH cuenaer eme. OgHaXIpl y
HETO MOJIYYUTCS.
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ApUH MONpPOCUJ KOPOJIEBY U ee Opara He BXonuTh B Ky3HuIly. Ho Pomap Bce paBHO mpwuien.
Ero pyka Bce eie Obuta 0OMoTaHa OMHTaMu. TUTPEHOK BCIOY CIEA0BAI 32 HUM.

— ITo-moemy, — ckazan Porap, uzyuas 6eciopsiiok, — Te0e CTOWJIO MPUHATH TOT KUHXKA U
OBITH JIOBOJIbHBIM 3THM.

ApUH OPOTSHYI €My JIUCT OyMaru:

— CIMCOK MaTepuaios.

— Oro, KaKk MbI BO3TOPAWIUCH. Sl TeOe He MOCHUTbHBIN. — OH IMpOYHTaNT CIUCOK. — 3adyeMm
TeOe Bce 3T0? UTO ThI XOUEIIb CACNIATh?

— «HeuTo OonbIiee» 7151 TBOEH KOPOJIEBHI.

Pomap paccmestcs.

— Ona notpeboBaza oT Te€0s «4ero-to 0onbiero»? CoMHEBAaIOCh, YTO OHA UMEJA B BUIY 3TO.
— OH B3MaxHyJ CIMCKOM B CTOPOHY CBHJIETEJILCTB MOCJIEIHEN HEyaaun ApHuHa.

TurpeHok KycHyn AprHa 3a JOABDKKY. TOT MATKO OTTOJKHYJI €r0 MOP/IY.

— Pomap, 3auem ThbI 371€CH?

— 1 man turpenky ums. Ha3pai ero B TBOXO 4eCTb.

— Pommap.

— Korna Apun nogpacteT, Te0s IPUTOBOPST K CMEPTH OT 3yOOB TUTPA Ha JAKPAHCKOU apeHe.
ApHH COXpET T€Os )KUBbEM.

ApUH MOCMOTpEN Ha XUIHYIO YXMBUIKY Polllapa 1 Ha MSTKYIO MOJ0caryro MOpAy TUTpeHka. B
IJIa3ax 3Beps OTPAXKAJICS OTOHb.

Powap npousnec:

— 4 npuien cka3ath T€0€, YTO MBI BU€pa COXKIIIN PABHUHBI.

ApuH nonHsn B3misaA. M3-3a 3eeHoN Kpacku, KOTopor Pomap nmoasonni ma3za, OHA Ka3aauch
yxKe U apue. YibeiOka Pomapa nzamenunacek. Crana mmpe.



— XKeptBBI? — cripocun ApuH.

— MHOXECTBO.

— Xopo1o.

— borock, He cnuIkoM Xopormo it TeOs. S mpu3Haro, ThI Jajd XOpOIIUM COBET, HO UM ThI HE
Kynuiilb coro3. He mory cebe mnpencraBuTh, Kak TeOe MOMOXKET U 3T0. — Pommap ¢ npe3penuem

MIOCMOTPEJI Ha UHCTPYMEHTBI, pa30pOoCaHHbIe IO paboueMy CTONY KY3HUIIBI.

ApUH HCTIBITAll HICKYIICHUE PACCKA3aTh, B YEM 3aKJI0YAIACh €r0 HACH.

— TbI TOMHUIIB OpYXKHE B KYKOJIBHOM JOMHUKE Prmm?

JInno Pomapa HanpsAriocse.

— A TBI MOMHHUIIL TePO HA TBOEM MHJIOM KuHKaye? ToT KIMHOK — opyxkue jeau. He mymaii,
YTO MBI HE 3HaeM, Kakoi MMEeHHO. — Pomap TonkHyn paznmoManHyio (Gopmy. Ha cTone octanach
IapanuHa Kepamudeckod mbuid. OmHako camble OoJiblie paspyiieHus Pormap mpubeper mon
KOHEIl, KOTJa BBIXOJWJI BMECTE CO CJEIOBABIIMM 3a HUM IO HATaM TUTPEHKOM. — M ThI emie
CIIpallMBaclb, ApUH, IOYEMY MBI HE 3aKJII0YaEM C BaMU COIO3.

* ok Xk

Hna Apuna npuObul eme oauH mpenMer onexabl. [lapa mepuatok ¢ otmenkoil. TeHceH
JOKJIaJbIBaJl C TIOMOIIBIO Yy3€JIKOBOro mmdpa, 4ro Moisib OOHapyXuiia CBSI3b MEXKAY BOAHBIM
WHXXEHEPOM M UMIIepaTopckuM JekapeM. CapcuH coolmana, 4to mnosoxeHue B I'epane
YXYIIIMJIOCh. Y3€JIKH CIpallMBajid, yAAJIOCh JU ApHHY 3aKIIOYUTh COKO3 C BOCTOKOM. OHH
COBETOBAJIA €MY BO3BPalAThCS JOMOM.

TenceHn, HecMOTpPs Ha HAacTOAHUSA ApuHa, 4To Ui KecTpen oTAaenbHON HUTH HE HYKHO, BCE
paBHO cyMmen ee BIiecTu. «llepBoneTHUN JeHb MOYTH HACTYITHI, — roBopril TeHceH. — Hesecra
KJIET €ro c HeTepreHneM. byab cuacTiuB 3a Hee, ApUH». Y3€JIKH Ha HUTH BBIISIYMBAIUCH, OYITO
TO OBUT IJIOXO 32)KUBILH IIPaM.

Ho Tencen nHe 3Han Toro, uyto 3Han ApuH. He 3nan, kak umanuno Kectpen npoganace Tomy, y
Koro ObLT0 OoJblle BiacTh. He Buaen ee nuila, Koraa oHa MpU3Haja 3a JUIKUM CTOJIOM B TaBEpHE
CBOIO POJIb B YOMHCTBE CTOJIbKUX JIIOJIEH.

ApuH Opocuil TepyaTK B OTOHB Ky3HHIIBL. OH HUX MOIEN 3anax ropeion MmIoTH.

Kectpen HUKOT1a HE MOJTYYUT TOTO, YTOOBI OH OBUT CUACTIIMB 3a HEe.
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Hecxkounbko nquen cnycrs Pomap npuiien cHoBa.

— DTo Mmoxoke Ha OOJIBIION METAINTUUEeCKUi cTe0esb TpocTHHKA. — OH MoTporai najiblem
OXJIAXKJACHHOE U3JeNHe, Jiexkallee B OTKpbITOM dopme. — KaxeTcs, s 3HaI0, 4TO ThI JieJIaclllb,
ApuH. He nymaro, 4to y T€0s1 UTO-TO MOJTYYUTCSI.

— S npocui Te0st He OSBIATHCS 3/1E€Ch.

— U pa3Be s He yAOBIETBOPUII TBOIO NMPOCKOY? 3aMeTh, HA 3TOT pa3 sl HE B3I C COOOM TUTpA.
Thl HepBHUYACIL B IPUCYTCTBUM ApuHa. Buuiib, s BHUMATEIEH KO BCEM TBOUM YKEJIAHUSM, TaKe
K TEM, KOTOPBIE Thl HE 03BY4YHBACIIIb.

— Tornma ynuau.

— Kak BooOr11ie Thl, MaJICHBKUI pad, TOKUIT IO CUX TOP, €CJIM CO BCEMU TaK pa3roBapHBacIIb?
Tsl Monuiicst cBoeMy Oory BezeHusi? — Pormap Brnepuil B AprHa B3I, 3aJIep)KUBAs IJ1a3a y HETO



Ha JIMIEe. ApUHY MOKa3aJloCh, YTO €ro IIpaM Hadallo MOKaJIbIBaTh U3-3a NPUCTAIIBHOTO BHUMAHUS
Pomapa. — Tebe moBesno Oosblie, 4eM MHE.

Pomap Obi1 mpaB: ApUH HE JTOJDKEH ObUT BEDKUTH, OCOOCHHO YYHMTBIBAsl €70 TAJIAaHT TOBOPUTH
TO, YTO TOBOPUTH HE CTOUIIO. ApUH CITPOCHIL:

— Tw1 611 ¢ Purieit, korna ee 3abpanu?

— Her. — Onnako Ha caMoM Jielie oTBeT Pormapa mpo3Bydan Kak «aa.

— TsI TOT/1A K€ Tonal B pabCTBO?

— 1 Te6s yOblo0.
— 3a4eM Thl IPUXOIUIIb CIOa, €CJIU HE TIOTOMY, YTO S TOBOPIO TO, YET0 HE CKaXYT JApyrue?
— 3adeM g mpuxoxy, — oTo3Baycs Pomap, — Tak 3T0 3areMm, 4TOOBI Thl OOBHHSI MEHSI.

Nmenno sToro apyrue He caenaroT. OcoOeHHO MO Hapo, KOTOPBIA CUUTAET MEHs kepTBoi. 1 yx
TeM 0oJjiee KOpoJieBa: OHa — HUKOTJA.

— OOBuHsI TeOs B ueM? B ToMm, 4TO ThI O€kal, a TBOS cecTpa He Moria? B ToM, 4TO BBDKUII?
— ApuH Msarko qo6aBuin: — Eciu Tl cuyuTaehs CBOMM MPECTYIUIEHUEM 3TO, TO S BAHOBAT B TOM
xe.

— TblI TOXE TIpOaAT CBOKO CECTPY?

ApHH OTHPSIHYIL

— Yro?

— Korma BasopuaHibpl NPUILIM 3aBOEBATh TBOKO CTPaHy, Thl BBIMEHSJI CECTPY Ha KaKyro-
HuOynb Bbirony? MMeHHO Tak MbI moctynuiau ¢ Pumeit. Hamed maneimkoit. Takoit ymesnoit B
oOpalleHUH C OpYXHUEM, JIake B TOM Bo3pacte. HeT, oHa He urpaiia ¢ TpOCTHUKOBBIMU Kykiiamu. Ee
cnajpHs NpeBparwiack B 3an s (dexroBaHusa. Ee kopoOka c¢ urpymkamu — B apceHan. Haima
crapuas cectpa Buaena 31o. OHa 3Hana, 4To JeaTh.

Ms1 ¢ koponeBoii Onu3Henbl. Tol 3Han? Het? Hy, ecnu et oTpe3ars HOC W yIM, OHa OyJeT
BBIIVISIZICTh TaK ke, Kak U . Ho BCcA pasHHUIla — B KakWX-TO 4eTbIpex MUHyTax. OHa poauiiack
panbiie MeHs. OHa mosyuuinia cTpaHy. He To 4ToObl MHE XOTenoch MpaBuTh. 1 He 3HAN, Yero s
xoTen. Ho st Obu1 Bcero JIniib HHCTPYMEHTOM.

Ckaxxu MHe, ApHUH, KaK pa3pelmTb 3Ty 3aMaHuMByl0 auieMmy. Eciu Obl y TeOs Oblia
MaJIbIIIKA-BOUTEIBHUIIA C MPEMWIbIMU HEBUHHBIMU [IIa3aMH, MPUHIIECCA, KOTOPYIO HUMIIEpUS
TOYHO 3aXO4eT 3arloJIyduTh IPU IEPBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, 4TO ObI Thl jAenan? B >kapy TBoero
CO3HaHMsl He 3aponuiiack Obl uuea? Moser, 3TO TBOs crapiias cecTtpa Takas xutpas. OHa
MPEJIOKUT TeOe c1oco0 CBEPrHyTh UMIIEPUIO. A ThI, CPEIHUI PEOCHOK, €IMHCTBEHHBIA MaTbYUK B
ceMbe, 4TO Oynelb Aenarh Thi? Thl OOBSICHUIID BCE CBOCH MaleHbKON cecTpeHke. OTIpaBUIIbCS C
Hell Ha BpakecKylo Tepputopuio. [IputBopuiincs ee ciayroi. Chaenaens Tak, 4TOObI BaC 3aMETUIIH.
Bac nerko 3ametuth. Korma Bel okaxeTech B IUICHY, Thl TO3BOJIMIIL 3a0paTh ee. — BoIpaxkeHue
muna Pomapa crano ropbKuM, CKpPBITHBIM. — A TMOTOM Thl OyAelllb KAarb. bl XIEllb, KIET
KopoJieBa. BoH3UT nu Pullia HOX UMIiepaTopy B IIEIO?

HeoxunnanHo ApuHy MHOTOE cTaiio sicHo. Paccka3 Pomapa momor eMy moHsTh, nouemy Pure
cuMTana, 4YTo JAOJKHA OcTaBarbes BO JABople. [louemy ee nuio, korma oHa roBopujia emy 00 3ToM,
ObLIO TakUM paccTpoeHHbM. Ho...

— Omna nmorajna B IUIEH MHOTO JieT Ha3aa. Yero oHa xkxnuer?

— B03MOHO, OHa X04eT OTOMCTUTh OpaTy M cecTpe, KOTOphIe UCIOIB30Ban ee. B Teuenue
MEpPBOTO Tofla MBI AyMajd, 4TO OHA >KJET MOIXONIAIICH BO3MOXKHOCTH YOUTH umIieparopa. ['ofb
no. Ceiyac... Mbl TyMaeM, 4TO OHa CTajla BaJIOPUAHKOW. BO3M0XHO, MMEHHO 3TO MPOUCXOIHT,
KOTJIa ThI BbIpACTaeIlb U IOHUMAEIIb, YTO TBOSI COOCTBEHHAs CeMbs T€OsI mpeaaa.



— Tebe He cneoBaIo MHE 3TOTO TOBOPUTH. 3a4€M Thl MHE BCE 3TO paccKazan?

— IloToMy 4TO 3HaK, YTO CKAa3aHHOE MHOM IPO KHUHXKAJI — HEMpasaa. S 3Hai, eme B TOT
JI€Hb, KOTJIa B TBOEH CTpaHE MHE U3YPOAOBAJIH JIUIO, YTO Thl HUKOIJA HE Tpofambes. S BULIEN 3TO.
Tel HUKOTgAa HE mpojamnk TO, uTo Tebe goporo. IlocmMoTpu Ha cebs, Apud. B Tebe cTONBKO
BEJIMKOJICMTHBIX TIYIBIX OTPAaHUYCHUN.

ApUH BCIOMHMJI TOpSIIME MEepyark, UX CKpyduBarommecs: naiblibl. OH YIOBHI SIOBUTHIN
3anax. BcnoMmaun 3anmdpoBanHbie n3BecTrsi or Mou.

— 1 He nymaro, yTo Puia — apyr umnepuu.

[lepen ero MbBICIEHHBIM B30pOM SI3bIKM IUIAMEHM W3HHYTOXKHWIM MOCIaHue y3elkoB: «Tebe
yJ1aJIOCh 3aKJIFOYUTh COI03 C BOCTOKOM 7

['maza Pomapa xaxxmanu Becterd o cectpe. Hapon ApuHa rosonain: 3amackl MEYHOTO Opexa
3aKOHYMJIMCh PAHbIIE, YEM OKHAANOCHh. BClOMHHAas, Kak ropesid NePUYaTKy, OUIYTHI CBOIO HYXIY U
ApuH. OH XOT€N OTJATh CBOE JIOBEPUE TOMY, KTO €r0 3aCIyKHUBaJ.

On npuBiiek BHUMaHue Pomapa kK JJTMHHON MEeTaUIMYECKO TpyOKe Ha paboueM CToJIE.

— Ilo3Boab MHE pacckaszaTh Tebe, Kak 3TO OyJeT padoTaTh.
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YT0OBI 3aKOHUUTH BCE YACTH MHUHUATIOPHOW MYIIKH, MOHAA00UIOCH BpeMs. C 3aMKHYTOIO
KOHIIa HaXOUJIaCh MOJIOCTh CO CIEUAIBHBIMU Hape3amu Jjisl yepHoro nopoxa. Ilopox nomemancs
HAa BHYTPEHHIOK IUIACTHUHKY, 3a KOTOPOW KJajdd MAICHBKHN METAJUIMYECKUU IapuK. ApUH
OTpe3all KOPOTKUM KYCOK >KECTKOTO (PUTHUJISL U BCTABUJI OJMH KOHEII B TIOJIOCTh C TIOPOXOM.

3a BpeMsi pabOThl B KOHIONIHSIX BaJOPUAHCKOTO FeHEpaja OH Hayducsl BblIENKe Koxu. M3
KECTKOI'0 Marepuaia, KOTOPbIM MCIOJIb30BAIN ISl CENEII, OH CAENIA INIOTHYIO KOXKAHYI0 PYKOSITh
U TPUKPENII €€ K KOHIly ayna. Tak opykue MOXXHO ObUIO MOAHSATh M HABECTH Ha IEib WU
3apsiANTh MOpOXoM. BcTaBMB OOUH KOHEN Aylaa B Y3KYHO, HO KPENKYI KOXKAaHYK pamMKy, ApUH
MOYEMY-TO MOIyMal O CaJIOBHUKE, KOTOPBIM CIYKUJ y HErO JIoMa. 3aJ0aro 10 ['epaHCKoil BOMHBI
CaJIOBHUK pa3BOAUI (PPYKTOBBIE JEPEBbS, IPUBUBAS OJJTHO JIEPEBO TOOETOM JPYroro.

UToOBl 3aKpenuTh PYKOSITh, OH MPOCYHYJ dYepe3 3apaHee MPOOUThIE B KOXKE OTBEPCTUS
CTAJIIBHBIE CTEPKHU U MPUBAPUI HX K IyIy. 3aT€EM OH OTpe3all JJIMHHYIO TOJOCKY KOXH H
MPUCTIOCOOMIT €€ B KAYECTBE JIIMKH: OPY)KHE MpeHa3HA4aloCh JjIsi TOTO, YTOObl HOCUThH €ro Ha
cebe.

ApUVH TOBECHJI CBOE H3JeNMe 3a IJIeYo, KaK €CiaM Obl ATO OBbUT JaKpaHCKUW apOaneT, u
MIPUTIIACHIT KOPOJIEBY U ee Opara.
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OHu ocBOOOIMIN JABOP, KOTOPBIM pacrojiarajics 3a Ky3Hulled. 3achinas B MOJOCTh MOPOX U
noMenas TyJa MeTaUIMYeCKUui mapuk, ApuH MpeACcTaBull, KaKk BCE€ MPUCIOCOOTIEHUE B3PHIBACTCS
MPSIMO Y HETO B pyKax U CHOCHUT €MY IOJIOBY. EMy mpUXOIHAIIOCH HCIIOJIBb30BATh YEPHBIN MTOPOX. OH
BUJICJ, KaK OJHAXIbl B30pBAIAach mymka. Clblal 3TO — OIWHOYHBIA M ONIYIIMTEIBHBIN yaap
cepama Oora BoiHBL. Ho korma ApuH 3axker QUTUIL W ylmep pyKelHOe JIokKe B IJIeYO, OH
UCIIBITHIBAII HE CTpax. IDTO ObLIa Kaxaa.

@UTHIB TPOTOPEN.

B3peBom packonono Bo3ayx. Otmada ynapuia ApuHa B IUIEYO TaK, YTO y HETO U3 JIETKHUX



BBIOMJIO BO3AYX. Jly/no onayinio jJajJoHb, U OH €]1Ba HE BEIPOHUII CBOE OPYXKHE.

YcranoBHIIOCH KecTkoe Mosidanue. Ha nmumax Pomapa n KoposieBbsl OTPa3smiioch NOTPSACEHHUE.
OT umpoxoi, 0JarocjIOBEHHO IIMPOKONW KYXOHHOW JBEpU MOJHUMANAach CTpyHKa AbiMa. ApUH
MOMAJI COBEPIIEHHO HE Tyna, Kyma nenwica. Ho 3To He mMeno 3HayeHHs. 3HAYEHHE HMEIN
MQJICHBKUNA METANIMUYEeCKUM INapuK, DIYOOKO BOH3UBIMICS B JBepb. M TO, Kak KopoJieBa
nepecekia ABOpP, OCTAHOBUJIACH Y JBEpPU M MOAHAJIACh Ha UbIMOYKH. OHa NOPHUKOCHYIACh K
IOBIMSIIIECS IbIpE.

Jla. ApuH nbITancs MBICJIEHHO 3aCTaBUTh €€ CKa3arh 3TO. Korma oH cymesn HaKOHEll BAOXHYTh,
€ro pa3yMm He 3HaJj, YTO JIeJIaTh CO CJIOBAMU «COK03», «JIOBEpHE» U JaxKe «HeuTo Oombliee». OH
3HaJ JUIIb OJHO CIIOBO — «Aa». [1o3ke OH MOJMHOCThIO OLEHUT cBoe opyxue. [lomarnerca mpu
MBICJIM O TOM, 4YTO co3jaji. Ho ceiyac CymecTBOBajIM TOJBKO «HET» U «Ia»: ApPHHY MNPHUIIIIOCH
BbIOMpars. EMy npuiuiock HalTH YTO-TO, YTO MOMOKET €My JOOUTHCS TOTO OTBETA, KOTOPBIA ObLI
€My HY>KEH.

— 3J10, — nporoBopui1 Pomap. — 3TO NpOTHUB UMIIEPUM.

— ITomymaiiTe 0 TOM, CKOJIBKO HY’KHO YEPHOTO MOPOXa, YTOOBI CTPENATH U3 MYILIKH, — CKa3all
ApuH. — BanopuaHiisl He 0OpalaT Ha 3TO BHUMaHUsA. Y HUX MOpPOXa XBaraeT. Y Hac — HET, HO
C 3TUM OpPY)KMEM HaM MHOTO M HE€ HaJl0, U €ro MOXHO Oparb Kyna yroaHo. IlycTe OHM TackaroT
CBOM TsDKEJbIe MyIIKU. [IycTh KepTBYIOT JIOMAABMHU U JIIOJBMU, YTOOBI JOCTABUTH apTUIUICPUIO B
HY)KHYIO TTO3UIIUI0. S 3Ha10, — ApUH MOKaydas ToJ0BOW, — MO€ MPUCTIOCOOTICHUE HEIOCTATOYHO
meTkoe. [loka. Ho s MOry ynmy4lmTh €ro METKOCTb.

Pomap 1 koposeBa Bce ellie Mojiya CMOTPENIH Ha HETO.

— IIpoiinemTe co MHOM, — cKa3ail ApuH. — Sl X04y BaM IOKa3aTh enie KOe-4To.

OH npoBesl KOpOoJIEBY W MPHUHIA B KY3HHILY, IJie ObLIO KapKO M3-3a YaHA C PacCIJIaBICHHBIM
METAJUIOM, NPUTOTOBIEHHOrO ApuHOM. OH cHsAN opyxue ¢ meda. llomomen k 4dany Korma
KOpOJIEBa OCO3HAJIa, UYTO OH HaMepeBaeTCs Clearb, OHA CYIOPOXKHO BTSHYNA B ce€0s1 BO3MyX. ApuH
OpOoCHII OpYXXH€ B YaH.

OHn oOepHyJCcs K KOpoJieBe U ee Oparty:

— I'epanusl npousBeayt eue. S Hayuyy ux. Mbl cHaOAMM Bac 3TUM OpykueM. MBI crenaem
3TO... paJyl COIO3HUKOB.

— O0s3aTenbHO OBLIO pacIIaBUTh ero? — crpocuii Pormap.

— 1 xouy, 4TOOBI BBl HYXJAJTUCh BO MHE. BBl Mo Obl 3a0parh €ro, U3y4yuTh MEXaHU3M U
HaiiTu cnoco0 Bocco3aaTk ero. Toraa BaM He ObUI0 ObI OT ['epaHa HUKAKOM MOJIB3BI.

— ApuH, THI uauotr. Urto 3actaBnsier TeOA AyMarb, YTO MBI HE BBIIBITAEM Yy T€OS €ro
YCTpPONCTBO?

— BbI He cTanere.

— Ilouemy Ob1 1 HET? S MOT OBbI MOJTYYUTH OT ITOTO YAOBOJILCTBHUE.

— He nmonyuun Obl. — ApuUH mOCMOTpesn Ha KopoieBy. — MTak? Mbl MOXeM cpaxkarbes
BMecTe?

OTtBer gana koposea, HO Pomap nmpeTBopus ero B IeHCTBUTEILHOCTh. OH IEpeceKk TECHOEe
MPOCTPAHCTBO KY3HUIIBI U MOJIOKUII JaJOHb Ha IEKy ApuHY. TakuM *KeCTOM TepaHIlbl BbIpaxaiu
ponctBo. Koposnepa ynblOHYynack, Korjma ApUH OTBETHJI TEM K€, U 3aT€M CKa3ajia CBO€ CJIOBO —
MPEKpPacHOE, CMEPTEIbHOE, MAJICHBKOE U ropsiuee, Kak Jblpa B KyXOHHOW ABepU. B TOT MOMEHT
Apuny 00JIbllle HUYETO HE ObUIO HYXKHO.

— Jla.
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ApuH BO3Bpalajcs MOCie NPUHATUSA BaHHBL UepHBIM MOpPOXOM y HEro ObLIO M3Ma3aHO BCE
muno. Bonocel. [laxke 3yObl. OH BBIIISIAEN TakK, OyATO MEPEKUII Mmoxap. ApUH BBIMBUICS, 00paTuB
BHUMaHHE Ha OOJIBIION CUHSK, KOTOPBIM paciiBed Ha €ro MOKPHITOM IIpaMaMH IJIeUe U MPOTAHYIICS
K IpyAH. 3aT€M OH BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY, YTOOBI COOpATh BEILH.

Y nBepm ero xpama koposneBa. OHa OTKpbUIA JIBEpPh M NPOIYCTHJIA €r0 BHepeld. ApuH
MOIYyMAJI, YTO OHA XOYET OOCYIUTh YTO-TO C HUM HAaeIWHE, BO3MOXKHO, JIETAIM COK03a, U MOJIYall.
Korna koponeBa Toe BoLUIa U MATKO 3aKpbUla 3a COO0H ABEPh, OH CKa3aJl:

— Mot HapoJ IOJKEH y3HATh O HOBOCTSAX. MHE HY)KHO yeXaThb.

Koponesa mopouumia k Hemy, 3areM HOpuABHHYIach eule Ommke. OHa MpOTSHYIA PYKY H
3alyCcTUIa MaJbIbl B €r0 BIAXHBIE BOJOCHL. ApUH 3amep. JIEroHbKO KOCHYBIIMCH IIEKOW €TO ILIEKH,
KOpOJIeBa MOJIHECIIa TopsAYre TyObl K €r0 yXY.

— Ha, — nporosopuiia oHa. — Ho He ceityac.
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On mouenoBan ee. Ee ryObl mMpUOTKPBUIMCH TOJ MPUKOCHOBeHHEM ero. OHa oOBuIia €ro
pykamu. ApUH UCIIBITAl CTpaHHOE, He3HAKOMOoe 4yBCTBO. OH paccialuics — Tak Bellb U HY)KHO
obu10? Koponea, kaxercs, cuuTana, 4To Ja.

ApUH BCIIOMHUJI CBOIO Xaxay. Ho kaxay He 3Toro. OgHako KOpoJieBa JiackKajia €ro, U OH
MIPUHUMAJT €€ JIACKU U OTBEYAJl TEM XK€, XOTs BCE ATO BpEeMsi OCO3HaBaJl, YETO XOYET Ha caMOM JieJie.
OH nonbITanacsa BOCIPOTUBUTHCS ITOMY KEJIaHUIO, U MBICIb 0 KecTpell, 0 Toil uylnoBUIIHOMN Kax e
— TaKOW MIyHo#l, TakOM HEMpaBUIBHOW — 3acTaBujia ero 3ameperb. OH OTCTpaHWICA. ApUH
CKPUITHYJ 3y0aMU U 3aJiep>Kajl IbIXaHUE B KIy4eH IpOCTU Ha CeOsl.

— ApuH? — npou3Heca KOpOJeBa.

OH cHOBa morleioBal ee, eme Oojee crpacTHo. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH modtu 3a0buics. DMOIMU
HanoJaHuiIu ero. OTopBajIu OT JeHCTBUTEILHOCTU. DTO OBLUIO MPEKPACHOE UYBCTBO. APUH YCTal O1
TOTO, YTO YTHETAJIO €To A0 cux nop. OH 3a0bu1 000 BCEM ITOM.

BoT TONBKO... OH BCHOMHWJI IpyrUe Moienyu, panbiie. HeBoO3M0XHO ObLIIO MX HE BCHOMHHUT.

[IpaBna Obuta B TOM, YTO OH IpeAcTaBisil, Oynro 3To Kectpen kacaeTcs 1mpama Ha €ro Jule.
bynro 310 ee ryos! nenyrotT ero. [IpaBaa Obuia B TOM, 4YTO OH MpenacTaBisil ceoe ooMan. IIpasna u
oOMaH 3a)kajlid ero B TUCKH MEXK]Ty COOOii.

Onu 3actaBuiin ApuHa Tymarsb. KoposieBa mpuskaiach K HEMY, 33/IEB CUHSIK Ha Iiede, 1 ApUH
B3/iporHyi1. OH BCIIOMHMJI, KaK €ro JIMIO ObUIO MOKPBITO CaXKEH MOcie TOro, Kak OH BBICTPENUI U3
cBoero opyxkus. O yeM oH Torja noaymai? UTo BeIIsSIIEN TakK, OyATO MEPEXKIIT MOXKap.

UTo-TO B €ro Co3HaHUU BOCIIaMEHUJIOCH. [lepen ero MBICJIEHHBIM B30POM CHOBA MpPEACTasIu
ropsme nepyarku. OH BCHOMHMII, Kak TOcoBeTOBal Porapy cxkeub paBHUHBL. «Bam mosesno, 4To
reHepall He c/ieJlajl 3TOT0 C CaMOro Havyaja.

[Toroaute, noroaute. Ilouemy oH 3TOrO HE crenan?

[Toromy utro Kectpen npemnoxuna emy apyrov miadH. OtTpaBuTh jomanen. «f Mory
OOBSICHUTHY, — CKa3zana oHa ApuHy. Ho oH oTkazancs ciaymars. «Y MeHs He ObUIO BBIOOpa, —
cka3aina oHa. lMnade ObI Moif oTetl...»

OCTOPOKHO, UCTBITHIBASL Y)KAaC, KOTOPBIM BOPBAJICS B HETO CO CBUCTOM TOPSIIEro (PUTHIIA,
ApuH TmpenactaBuil cebe OeAcTBUE, KOTOPOE HE MPOM30LUI0, M TO, 4TO uMeno Mecto. OH
MpeICTaBuI ce0e T1aMsl U TOPSIIMX JII0JIeH paBHUH... © MEPTBbIX JIOMIA/ICH, U OTCTYIJICHUE Ha IOT.

Ero ryos1 noxonoaenu. ApuH oneneHes oT oco3Hanus. OH OTCTPaHUIICS OT KOPOJIEBBI.

Apun npencraBuil cede Kectpen. YBuuen, kak oHa pa3lyMbIBa€T Haj BbIOOpOM: TjiaMs U
uctpebneHue win sia u cnacenne. OH 3HAN, YTO BBIOpas Obl cam, W TMOAyMas, HE TPHUHSIA JU
Kectpen takoe ke pemeHue.

On mo6Onenuen. [louyBcTBOBasl, KaK KpOBb OTJIMJIA K HOTaM. 3a BOMHCTBEHHBIM OHEHHEM
cep/iia oH 0oJibllle HUYETO HE CIbIIA.

Koposiera cMoTpena Ha HEro MMPOKO pPacKphIThIMH Tiazamu. Emy kazanoch, OyaTo OH
OTCTPAHWJICS OT HEE IEJIYI0 BEUHOCTh Ha3ajl. ApUH HE 3HaJ, MpUKacalach JU OHA K HEMY IOCIe
sTroro. Cellyac OHa 4yTh OTOIBUHYIACh U HACTOPOKEHHO cMOTpena Ha Hero. OH yBuaen ceds ee
ia3aMH: CropOMBLIErOCcs, OyITO OH BHE3AITHO NOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOst nypHO. Min kak OyATo Ha HEro
Hanajau. YJapuid 1O TOJIOBE WM C CHUJIONM OTTOJKHYIHM, KaK B3PbIB MOPOXa HA KYXOHHOM JIBOPE,
KOTOPBIM M3 HETO BBIIMOIO BO3IYX.

— ApUH, — NpoU3HECHA KOPOJIEBA, — B UEM AEJO0?



Y Apwuna 60:e10 miedo, cagauio ropio. OH ObIT HempaB: OH IenoBan ooMaH. OOMaH cTaj Obl
elle ciaie, U ApuH Tak U He ocTaHOBWICS Obl. OH OBl TaK ¥ TMPUTBOPSIICS, YTO KOPOJIEBA — ITO
Kectpen. Ho xem Obuia cama Kectpen? Korna-to oH ObUT yBEepeH, YTO TOYHO 3HAET. A 3aTeM OHa
MOSIBIJIACH Y CTEH OCAXKJICHHOTO TOpOoJa C MIEPEMUPUEM HMIIEPATOPA B PYKE U METKOM HEBECTHI Ha
a0y, U YBEpPEHHOCTh ApHHA MPEeBpaTWIaCh B H3YyBEUCHHOE, HU3MY4YeHHOE cymiecTBo. OH ObLI
IJIYIIIOM, CKa3all OH ceOe, CTOsl MMoj MaJalolliM CHETOM CIIMHOM K CTEHaM CBOEro Topoja,
npoaporumii 10 kocte. OH ObLUT TIYNIIOM HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO TOJIBKO MOXHO UM OBITh: HE
BUJICJ BEIM TAKUMHU, KAKUE OHU €CTbh.

ApUVH TIOTHAN Tiepesl cO00M PACKPHITYIO JIa0OHb, OyATO MBITAACh OCTAHOBUTH KOro-to. OH
CHOBa BCIIOMHUJI, KaK 0caJa 3akoH4YWwiIacb. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OH mOCMOTpEeNn Ha BCE C IPYyrou
ctoponbl. Ceituac oH He oOpalrain BHUMaHus Ha MeTKy Ha 110y Kectpen. OH cMOTpen TOJbKO Ha TO,
4YTO OHA MpeiokuiIa emy — mnepemupue. OHO claciio emMy Xu3Hb U yOeperio ero crpany. OH
BCIIOMHMWJI, KaKk KecTpen mpoTsHya eMy CI0KEHHBIN JTUCT OymMaru kpeMoBoro 1iBeta. OH B3sUT €ro
1 pa3BepHya. Celluac OH MOHSUI 3HAYEHUE MEPEMUPHUS U TOTO, Kak KecTpen npenomHecnaa ero emy.
Panbliie oH 3TOTO HE BUjIE). BHE3anmHOe 0CO3HAHUE 3aCTaBUIIO €ro 0€3 CHJI OIYCTUTh PYKY, a 3aTeM
CXAaTh KyJIaK.

— 4 noikeH yexaThb, — cKaszajd ApUH KopoJieBe. — f TOJDKEeH yexaTh MpsMOo ceiyac.
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Kectpen Beirsiaena tak, OyaTo uCKymanach B KPOBH.

B xoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA TaK U HE CTalla BRIOMPATh JIpyroe cBajeOHoe miarke. BomHblil nHX)KEeHep
y’Ke U3MEHUJIa CBOIO CTaBKy, M, XoTa KecTpen He ObLia yBepeHa, 3HAN JU 00 3TOM UMIIEPATOpP U
KaKMMHU MOTJIA OBITh MOCIEICTBUS, OHA OOsUlach MPUBJIEYb €ro 3J100HO€ BHUMAaHHUE, BMEIIMBASCH
emie OoJbllie B €ro 1iaHel. Mneparop oxujan, 4To oHa OyIeT B KpaCHOM, MO3TOMY ILIaThe ObUIO
KpAacHBIM: KECTKas Mapya Jiekaja OJecTAIMMHU allbIMU CcKiagkamu. [lnaree ObUIO TSKENbIM, C
TyruM KopceToM — Kectpen He Momia niyOOKO BIOXHYTh — U MBIIHBIMU I00KaMU, MOIKOJIOTHIE
CJIOU KOTOPBIX OTOpAchIBalld T€HH, TaK YTO B HEKOTOPBHIX MECTaX TKaHb Ka3ajach MOYTH YEPHOM.
Ceituac nuieitd ObUT IPUNIOTHSAT, HO, Korna KecTpen BoiaeT B 60MbIION 3al1, OH OyeT CTPYUThCS 32
HEH, KaK peka.

Pyky HOBOU OPTHUXM MOPXay HaJ MJIaThEM.

— OHo He cnunkoM Tyroe? Wiu... MoxeT, Bbl Obl XO0TeNnu 100aBUTh yKpameHuii? IIpunmTe k
MTOJ0JIy KPUCTAILIBI?

— Her.

D10 ObLIa OCTETHSSI TPUMEPKA HEPE]] CBAJILOOH, 10 KOTOPOU OCTAIOCh UyTh OOJIbIIE HEIEIIH.
Yero Kectpen 1eliCTBUTENBHO XOTEIOCH, TAK 3TO CKEYb IIAThHE.

— O, BbI BeJIb €IIIE JJaXKe€ HE BUJIEIN, KAK OHO CMOTPUTCS C 30JI0TOM.

[TopTHMXa nocTana BUTKM TOHKOW 30JI0TOM MPOBOJIOKH U CTajia BIUIETarb UX B KOCHI Kectpen
¥ OOBMBATh €M II€t0, YKJIaAblBas MPOXJIagHbIE y30phl Ha ee OoOHa)keHHbIe Tuieun. OT HemocTarka
Bo3yxa y Kectpen eme cunbHee 3a0oiieno B rpyau. ['asa 3amnmmnano.

— Pa3Be tak He nyume? He npaBna nmu? — crpamnmBaia NOPTHUXA BEICOKUM TOJIOCOM. — Bb
TaK MPEKPACHBI!

Bnesanno Kecrtpen ycnblmana B roysoce AEBYLIKA €1Ba CIAEPKUBAacMyro INaHuky. Kecrtpen
MOCMOTpea Ha OTPpaKeHHE MOPTHUXM B 3epkane. OHa He Obuta kpacuBoi. Ee mmio Obu1o
OCYHYBIIMMCS M ONETHBIM, a IVla3a — paclMpeHHBIMH OT yxkaca. Kazajgoch, oHa mioxo ceOs
yyBCcTBOBasia. KecTpen mogHssia pykM K CBOMM BIIAXKHBIM [Ia3aM, [MOMAacCHpOBAJa UX U CHOBA
nocMorpena B 3epkano. OHa He 3Hana, KAKUM HOPTHUXE IMOKAa3aJl0Ch BBIPAXKEHHUE €€ JIMIA, HO
MOHSUIA, YTO Ta MPOYUTANIa IO HEMY CBOM NMPUTOBOP. JleNnu HAlUIM 3aMEHY B CAMBIM MOCIEIHUI
MOMEHT: TPOCTYIO IIBEIO CAENAIM HMIEpParopckoil mopTHuxoi. JleBymka Oosutack. Bmosne
€CTECTBEHHO ObLIO 00SThCA HEYNOBOJbCTBUS KecTpein: mpexHsis umieparopckasl MopTHUXA ObuIa
MEpTBa.

KecTpen orBena mraza oT 3epkana W IMOBEPHYIACh K PYCOBOJOCOM aAeBymke. [IpumogHss
MOJI0JI, OHA CIYCTHJIACh CO CKAMEEYKH M MSTKO MPUKOCHYJACHh K PYKE MOPTHHUXMU.

Ta HEMHOTO YyCTIOKOUJIACH.

— Bam HpaBuTCA? — mpolenTalia OHa.

— Omno npekpacHo, — orBeTuina Kecrpen.
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Ee orenm Opim B momHOM 3apaBuM. Ha cremyromee yrpo Iociie CBaapObBl OH coOmpaics
MMOKUHYTH JIBOPEI] U CHOBA BO3IVIAaBUTh BOCTOUHYIO KammaHuio. Eciau Obl He mpuka3 mMmIieparopa,
oH Ol yxe yexan. Muorna Kectpen mo3Bojisna cede gymarb, 4TO €€ OTell OcTajcs Obl BCE paBHO Ha



ee JCHb POXKJCHUS, BRICTYIUICHHE M CBaJL0y, HO €l yaaBajJoCh BEPUTh B 3TO TOJBKO TOT/A, KOT/Ia
ero He ObuTO psymoM. Korma oH cTosl mepen Hel M ero ria3a HMKaK HE MOIIM OCTaHOBUTBLCS Ha
YeM-TO OJJHOM, OHA MMOHMMaJja, 4To oOMaHEIBaIa ceosl.

OH mpurnacuil ee Ha mporyiky. M3-3a mymHoro mopsBHCTOTO BeTpa y Kectpen 3abosnenu
VIIN.

Cuauana Kectpen ka3anock, 4TO OTEIl TaK U HE 3aTOBOPUT. 3aTE€M OH CKA3aJl:

— 5 He 3Hat0, 4TO MOJAPUTH T€OE HA CBABOY.

— DTO HEBAXHO.

— 1 OB1 xoTen... — OH npuIlypuiIcs, TAAM, Kak HaJl BeCeHHUM cajloM ONMMCHIBAET KPYIH
COKOJ. — MHe XaJlb, 4TO S HE COXPAaHUJ HHMYEro M3 TOro, YTO MPHUHAJJIEkKAIO TBOEH Marepu,
4yTOOBI nepenath Tede. S Ol ckazall, 4To Oeper ATO Kak pas Ajisi HaCTOAIIETO MOMEHTA.

Kornma Kectpen mocturia cCOBEpIIEHHOJIETHSI, OHA TOJIy4YrJia B HACJIEICTBO BCE BEIIM MAaTEpH.
Ee oTer He 3axoTen, 4TOOBI Yy HETO XOTh UTO-TO OT HEE OCTAIOCH.

Heckonbko MecsieB Hazan Kectpen cymena Obl OTBETUTH O-APYroMy: OecredHo, 6€33a00THO
U, MOXET OBITh, JaK€ OCTPOYMHO MOBTOpUJIA ObI, YTO 3TO HeBaxHO. Ho Teneps oHa UcHbITana BCIO
00JIb OT TOrO, YTO OHU C OTIIOM TaK HUKOIJIa U HE TOBOPUJIMU JPYT JIPYry, 4TO JAPYr IJisi Jpyra
3Hayar. Jla, onu cOnu3uimch. Hadanu moHuMars U IpUHUMATh JIPYr Apyra: Tak, Halpumep, OTell
4acTO MPUXOAUJ IOCHyIlaTh, KaK OHA HWIpPaeT, MyCTb WU HE B CaMy MY3BIKAJIbHYIO KOMHATY.
HagepHoe, TakoBa Oblla YECTHOCTh, HO OHAa OCTaBaJlaCh HEMOJHOM, HeHacTosmmel, u Kectpen He
MOTJIa He MCHBITEIBATh 00JIH, KOTJa IMOHUMaa, 9To cama BeJeT cebs Ttak xe. OHa To)Ke He MoIva
MPOU3HECTH BCIYX TO, 4TO 4yBcTBOBasia. OHa xoTena. [Ieiramack. Ho ciioBa Tak M OCTaBaJIKCE
BHYTPH HEe.

KecTpen cnpocuna:

— A eciu OBl 4 MOMPOCHIIA KO€ O YEM, ThI 1aJl ObI MHE 3TO?

Ee oren ocTOpoXKHO OTBETHII:

— CMmortps uro.

— Ocranbcs. He ye3xkail Ha BOCTOK.

— Kectper...

— Torma octanbca eme Ha Heaeno, — ymoJsiia Kecrpen. — Wnm xots 06wl Ha AeHb. Elie Ha
OJWH JCHB IIOCJIC CBALOEL.

["eHepain no-npexxHeMy CMOTpPEJI B HE0O, XOTS XUIIHAsI ITUIIA YXKE YIeTena.

— Iloxamnyiicra.

B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, OTEIl MOBEPHYJICS K HEH.

— Xopol1io, — cka3all OH. — E1ie Ha OJIUH JIeHb.
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[IpunBOpHBIE MPOAOTAKAIN pa3BiIeKaThCs. bl yCTpOSH BECEHHUI TYpHUP, MacKapabl, Oabl,
nupbl. Kectpen udacto noBusia Ha cedbe B Toine B3MsiAbl TeHcena. OHa orBoamiia mia3za. OHa
MMOHMMaJa, YTO MUHUCTP XO4YET MOTOBOPUTH ¢ HEW. UTO OH MOMBITAETCS BBIBEAATh Y HEE KAKYIO-
HUOyns nHbopManuio. Uto Oymer yOexkaaTh e€e MATH Ha PUCK paau HeompeaeneHHou memu. Ho
Kectpen npunsiia pemenue. OHa BRIHACT 3aMyX U OyAeT MpaBUTh. TOJIBKO TaK OHA CMOXKET YTO-TO
u3MeHuTh. Ceilyac ee MOMBITKM JBOMHOW WIphl Ka3ajducCh €W MOYTH IIyNbIMU — 3abaBamMu
pebeHka, KOTOphI He XoueT BbIpacTu. Jlaxe xyxe. B camblie sicHble MOMEHTHI, Korna Kectpen Oblia
OCOOEHHO YeCTHa C CO0OM M YECTHOCTh NpPOsBIIsIa ce0sd Kak CKEJIET C TOJIbIMA TOpYalMMHU



KOCTSIMH, JICBYIIIKA MTOHKUMaJIa, 4TO, MBITasACh cTaTh nH(opmMaTropoM TeHceHa, OHa XOTeJsia OKa3arh
ce0s repe;r ApUHOM... XOTS M HacTanuBaia, YTOOBI OH ATOTO HE 3HAaJ.

B stom He Obulo cMmbicia. A OeccMmbicieHHOCTh npuuuHsuia Oonb. Kak Kectpen crana
YeJIOBEKOM, JIEUCTBUS KOTOPOTO ObUTH O€CCMBICIIEHHBI?

3a mBa JaHSA 10 BRICTYIUICHHsS KecTpenm Ha cBoeM JHE POXKISHHS — JO CBaABOBI TOCIIE 3TOTO
OCTaHETCS TOXKE TOJBKO ABa THSI — Bepekc oOpaTuics K MMIIEpaTopy MOCiIe yYCTPOSHHBIX Ha
TEPPUTOPUH JBOPIIA CKAa4YeK, B KOTOPBIX MOOCAMJI OAWH W3 WMIEPCKUX BCAaIHUKOB. [IpwHII
MOJIOIIENT K CBOEMY OTITY KakK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korjia ToT cTosul K Kectpen cnmHoii. Mmmeparop
HE BUJIET, KaK OJIn3Ka K HEMY JEBYIIKA.

— He cnexyet 11 Ham ObITH 00ECTIOKOEHHBIMH TE€M, UYTO T€PAHCKUN TYOepHATOp HE BEPHYIICS
K cBaabOe? — crpocuit Bepekc. Ero B3rsia MeTHymCA 3a muiedo oTiy U ocTaHoBuJjIcs Ha KecTpenn.

HNmnepatop paccmesuics.

— T'epan mpencTaBiseT TOJBKO OIWH YEJOBEK, — MPONODKUI Bepekc. — 3Jr1o Oymer
BBITJISIETH HECKOJIBKO CTpaHHO. Bo3MOXHO, TyOepHATOPY CTOUT OBITH 3/1ECh.

On B3rJIs710M cpocui, uero xotrena 0wl Kectpen. Ta mokadasna roinoBou.
— Ox yx 3T repanipl. — Mmmneparop cHoBa 3acmesuics. — HukTo He oOpamaer Ha HUX HU
MaJleiiero BHUMaHus. YecTHO roBops, 51 U CaM MPO HUX 3a0bL1.

% ok Xk

Oxka3aBIMCh B CTOJIMYHOM TaBaHW, APUH TOMBITAJICS B3STh CBOU SMOLMH TOA KOHTPOJb. Bo
BpEMsI BCETO IJIaBaHUs OH MO3BOJISUT ce0e MEPUTH Iaramu nainyOy Kopalisi U NPOKJIMHATH cladbie
BeTpa. Ha 3ToT pa3 xauka He BbI3BaJIa y HETO MOpPCKOi Oone3Hu. OH ObLT CIUIIKOM 3aHSAT CBOUMH
MBICJISIMU. APHUH UCTIBITHIBAJI TTBUT U TPEBOTY, HE MOT CIIaTh M, BO3MOHO, COIIEN C yMa.

WNHuorna emy ymaBajiock nymarb o 4eM-To, kpome Kectpen. OH comporaics, Koriaa BCIIOMUHAT
cBOIO Ky3uHy. KopaOib octanaBnuBaics B ['epane, 4ToObI MOMOJHUTH 3aMachl, U ApUH MOBUAAJICS
¢ Capcun. Jlakpanckas ¢GiaoTwiusi, TpuOBIBIIas B KA4eCTBE IMOATBEPKICHHUS COIO3a, OCTalach
3alMIIATh TEPAHCKYIO TaBaHb. APUH ObUT MOTPSACEH TeM, Kak n3MeHuiach CapcuH. OHa Ka3anack
Takoii ociabesieil. Kak u Bce ocTaiabHbie. ApUHY Y’KaCHO HE XOTEJIOCh OCTaBIISTh €€... U BCE KE OH
yexall, 0IepKUMbI HEOOXO0IUMOCTBIO MOroBOpUTH ¢ KecTper.

Emy HyXHO ObUTO 3HaTh. [loka oH ObUT Ha KOpabie, ero cep/ilie U pa3yM BEPTEIHCh BOKPYT
TOTO, YTO OH 3HAJI ¥ MpeJIoaraji, Ha 4TO HaJescsa. A 3aTeM €ro MBICIA CHOBAa BO3BPAIIAINCH K
TOMY, O YeM OH YK€ JIyMaJl MHO>KECTBO pa3, TaK UTO Terepb OHU OKOHYATEIFHO YKOPEHUIUCH B €r0
CO3HAHUMU.

OnHako, CHOYCTHUBUIMCh Ha CKAJIUCTBIA O€per CTOJUIbl, OH MPEBPaTUIICA B caMmy
OCMOTPHUTEIHHOCTb.

On He cMbUI ¢ cebs Mope. bbul ciuIKoM y3HaBaeM, B YaCTHOCTH, U3-3a IpaMa. Ero rps3Hble
BOJIOCHI OTPOCIIM JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CKPBIBATh JIOO, HO IIpaM MPOTSHYICS OT JIEBOTO IJla3a depes
Bcio 1mieky. Uns uepe3 TecHunnl, ApuH He TogHUMAN TojoBbl. OH HaAEsCS, YTO BBIIAIET
JOCTaTOYHO OTTAJKHUBAIOIIE, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 3amofo3pHyi B HEM TyOepHaropa HMIIEPCKOMN
TEPPUTOPHH.

ApuH OpoauII 1o rOpoy, HE OCTaHABIMBAsACh. Y TPO PACIIBENIO B JCHB. 3aT€M HACTYIIUJI BEYep.

Hakonenr ApuH 3aMeTHI repaHlla MPUMEPHO TAKOTO K€ TEJIOCIOKEHUs, KaKk U OH caw,
OJIETOTO B TOJyOyr0 JIMBPEIO MMIeparopckoro nsopra. Ciyra Hec Ha CIUHE KOP3WHY, KOTOpas



OTTSTUBAJIA €MY TIJICYH — BEPOSITHO, ObLJIa HAMMOJHEHA MPOAYKTaMU ISl KYXOHb UMIIepaTopa.

ApuH nomen cienoMm 3a HUM. OHU nepecekanu y3Kue YIOo4Kd. ApPUH YCKOpHWJI Iar, HO He
MO3BOJISLT cebe Oexarh, YTOObI HE MPUBJIEKATH BHUMAHUA.

MoJtomoit yenoBek AOTHAN CIYTy Y TOTO MECTA, TJe KaHal Yepe3 OTKPHIThIC IUTI03bI IIyMHO
CJIMBAJICS C PEKOW. APUH THUXO OKJIMKHYJ TepaHiia. B3bBasl K HeMy BO UMs OOTOB. 3aKJIUHAJ €T0 UX
MMEHAMHU TaK, YTO HE OTBETHUTh Ha €ro MpochOy cTano Obl CMEPTHBIM TpexoM. A 3aTeMm, B
JOTOJIHEHUE KO BCEMY, OH MPOCTO CKa3al:

— Iloxanyiicta, 1OMOrd MHE.

%k sk sk

Oxa3zaBHmchr B ABOPHIOBBIX KYXHAX, ApI/IH, B OACKIC CJIYyIru, CHOBA ITOIIPOCHUII ITOMOIIH. On
CHOBa MIICJI HA PUCK: O HCM MOITIM JOHCCTH. Kak ToibpKO O €ro NpUCYTCTBUU BO ABOPHC CTAHCT

U3BECTHO, TO, YEro OH XOTel — a HMMEHHO, MOroBoputh ¢ KecTpen HaenuHe, — CTaHET
HEBO3MOXHO.
— My3blkanbHasi KOMHATa, — MPEANONIOXKIIA OfHa ciy>kaHka. — OHa 3aBTpa BBICTYIAET U

IIOYTH BCE BPEMSI PEIIETUPYET.

— 3aueM oHa Te0e? — MPEe3pPUTETHLHO CKPUBHII T'YObl KAKON-TO JIAKEH.

ApHH efiBa He OrpbI3HYICA B 0TBET. OH OBbLIT BCTPEBOKEH U BeJl ce€0s1 HE CIUIIKOM YMHO; OoJiee
TOTO, YK€ JOJTHE Tofbl B HEM YKUJIO YTO-TO OJieCTsIlee — U TIYIOoe, — YTO JIIOOUJIO 3aBOIUTH
BparoB. Ceiliuac oH ObUI Kak pa3 B TOM COCTOSIHUM, YTOOBI 3aBecTH emle oaHoro. Ho Apwun
caepxainca. OH ofapuil Jakest NPUATHON yIbIOKOU. B KyXHSIX BOLIApHUIIOCh HETOBKOE MOJTYAHUE.

Hanpspkenue paspsauia Kyxapka.

— Hac »to He kacaercs. — 3arem oHa oOparuiiach K ApuHy: — Thl Xouelb A00parbCcs
OTCIONa Tyna Tak, 4ToObl TeOs He 3ameTunu, BepHo? Torma misau. Kro-uuOyns, mpuBemute
CIyXXaHKy Jenu Mapuc.

['epanka mosiBUiIach CKOpo, HeCd B pykax KocMeTuuky. OHa OTKphLIa HEOOJbIIyI0 OAHOUKY C
TEMHBIM TYCThIM KpeMoM. CMelnana ero ¢ 4eM-TO, YToObI c/ieNiaTh elle TeMHee. ApUH ycescs Ha
IIIEPOXOBATHIN, UCTIEHIPEHHBINA IMKaMH PabOUYr CTOJI, a ClIy’)kKaHKa HaHeca KpeM eMy Ha IIpam.

* %k Xk

KecTpen 3akppuia nBepb My3bIKaldbHOW KOMHAarThl. Posib xpan ee. Jlo TOro IHS Ha pBIHKE
paboB — 0 BCTpeuu ¢ APpUHOM — 3TOTO €i XBaTUJI0 ObI: psijl KJIaBUIII ObUT OyATO MpsMasi TpaHuIa
MEXIY IBYyMS MUPaMH.

[Tanbuer KecTpen W3BIeKIN U3 MHCTPYMEHTA HECKOJIBKO HOT M 3aMepiid. JeBylika B3IIsHYIA
Ha 3kpaH. OHa He cliblana, 4ToObl 3BeHeNH 4Yachl oTa. OnIHAKO POBHOTO BPEMEHM ceilyac He
OBLIO.

KecTpen mocraBuiia HOTHBIE JAUCTHI Ha MONUTP. OHAa MEPEBEpHYIIA HECKOJIBKO CTPAaHMUIL,
BCMOTpEJIaCh B TMEPBbIE CTPOYKU COHAThI, KOTOPYKO BBIOpajd HMMIIEpAaToOp, U 3acTaBuia ceOs
MEJICHHO YU TATh HOTBI, XOTA YK€ BbIy4UJIa UX.

JlyHOBeHHE BO3/JyXa M3 OTKPBITOrO OKHa KOCHYIOCh mieda Kectpen. Bosmyx Obul MSTKuU,
OapxaTHBIN, HAMOJHEHHBI apoMaramMu I[BETYIIMX JiepeBheB. KecTpen BcmoMHuUa, Kak urpaia Jyis
ApuHa. DTO MPOU30LUIO TOIBKO OJMH pa3, XOTs €il Ka3aJoch, UTO Topa3io OoJbIIe.

Betep nepeOpasn HOTHBIE JUCTHI, a 3aTeM cayl ux Ha mnoj. Kectpen cobpanack ObUIO MOAHSTH



UX, HO 3aT€M BBIIPSMUJIACH U HEMPOU3BOJBHO B3IVISIHYIa B CTOPOHY JBEPH, MOYEMY-TO OXKHIAS
YBUIETh ApHUHA.

Pa3zymeercs, ona ero He yBuaena. Cepaue Kecrpen nmponswna nensHas uma. OTKyna y Hee
TOJBKO MOSIBUJIACH Takas Iylas MbICIb, 4TO ApPHUH MOTI OKa3arbCs ceryac 3nech? JlpIxaHue
JIEBYIIKY TTEPEXBATUIIO OT 0OJIM TPU OCO3HAHUM ITOTO.

Kectpen 3actaBuiia ce0si CHOBa ycecThesl 3a posuib. OHa BOTHAJA JISJSIHYIO UIITY ellie TITy0XKe B
cepile, Tak 4YTO OHO MOKPBUIOCh MHeeM. KecTpen mpeacraBuia, Kak JieJl pa3pacTaercs, MoKa oHa
HE OKa3bIBAETCS 3aKJIIOYEHHOW B XOJOMHOM Mpo3padyHoil ckopiyme. Kectpen yopana pyku ¢ KOJEH
U CTaJla UTPaTh COHATY UMIIEPATOPA.
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Kyxapka HacramBama, 9TO0 ¢ APHHOM JODKHBI TIOMTH HECKOJBKO CIYr. Kpem ciykaHku
CMSATYHIT OYEPTAHUS €T0 IpaMa, HO, €CJIM KTO-TO TTOCMOTPHUT Ha ApWHa BHUMATEILHO, Y3HATh €T0
HE COCTaBUT Tpy/a.

— Mpe1 npoiizeM 1o KopuaopaM ¢ ToO0O#M, — cKaszayia Kyxapka. JIFOOOMBITHBIX MPUIBOPHBIX
MOXHO ObUTO OTBJI€Yb. CITyTu OyAyT MPUKPBIBATH AprHA, 9TOOBI CKPBITH YEPTHI €0 JHIIA.

ApUH OTKa3ancs.

— XoT4 OBl YacCTh MYTH, — YOEKJIaJl €ro elie KTO-TO U3 TepaHIIeB.

— Hert, — orBetnnn Apun. — [logymaiiTe 0 TOM, 4TO CAEAET UMIIEPATOP, €CJIU Y3HAET, UTO
BbI TOMOTAJTM MHE HE3aMEUYCHHBIM TIEPEMEIaThCS 10 IBOPITY.

["epan1tel manu ApuHy JBa KITt0Ya U MO3BOJIUIIN MY YUTH OJHOMY.
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[IpeononeB crymneHu, BeaylMe B APYryl0 4acTh JBOpLA — JPYroil MUp, A€ BO3QyX ObLI
CBEXHUM, — ApPHUH CTall MEPEABUTAThCS BIOJb CaMbIX CTE€H, TaK, YTOOBI JIeBasi CTOPOHA €ro Jniia
Obuta oOpaleHa K HUM. B ero pyke packaunBaioch BeApO Topsiueil MbUIbHOW Boabl. Ilap BiaxkHO
KJIYOUJICA y €r0 3alsACThs. APUH IIeJl TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOJBKO MOT ce€0€ MO3BOJIUTD.

ApUH MOMHUJ HEKOTOPBIE MEPEXO/bl, KOTOPHIE PEJIKO MCIOJIb30BAIUCH; KPOME TOr0, CIYrH
NOJICKAa3aJld €My, B KAKMX YacTAX JBOpIIa ceiuyac ObUIO MEeHee JTIOAHO. APUH CIE€0BAI KX COBETAM.
Cepaue 4yTh HE BBICKOYMIIO y HEro M3 IPydd, KOrJa OH HaTKHYICA Ha Mapy MPUIBOPHBIX,
B3JIOXMAQUE€HHBIX W UIPUBO HACTPOCHHBIX, KOTOPHIE HEOXXUJAHHO TMOSIBUIUCH U3 CKPBITOU
ro6esnieHoM HUlM. OHAKO OHU OXOTHO HE 0OpaTUIIM HAa HErO BHUMAHHMSL.

[Ipu xonmpOe TspKenble KIOYM B KapMaHe ¢ CUJoW Oumuch o Oeapo. Y ApuHa MOIVIO HE
MOJIY4UThCs 3acTarh KecTpen HaeauHe uiv BooOile HailTu ee. OH 1ien Ha HEBEpOSTHBIN puck. U
BCE K€ ApPHUH YCKOPHWJI IIAr, OTMAaxHYBIIMCh OT XWUTPOTO IIENOTa B TrOJIOBE, HA3BIBABILETO €r0
TJIYTILIOM.

[Tepemupue. [lepemupue, kotopoe Kectpen nepenana emy y cteH ropoaa. OHo crnacio ApuHy
*u3Hb. [loueMy ApuH Tak 10JIr0 COMHEBAJICs, YTO UMEHHO KecTpen cnacia ero?

«I"mymeny», — CHOBa MPOTOBOPHII TOJIOC.

ApuH noOpaincs 10 TOro KpbUia ABOPIA, TJE KU UMIEPATop W ero mpuomrmixeHHbie. OH
J0CTaJ] U3 KapMaHa OJIMH KJIFOY U BOILEJT BHYTPb.

% %k Xk



[IpumepHo B cepenune conarbl KecTpen ocranoBwiack. OHa Wrpaia Mo mamstH, Mo3TOMY,
3a0bIB OJTHO MECTO, OHA COBEPIICHHO MOTEPsUIach B MY3BIKAIBHBIX (hpazax. ITo ObUIO HA HEe He
noxoxe. [lynmpcupyromas My3bIKa CTUXJIA.

Panbiiie oHa ObI pa3o3nuiiack, HO TeNEph MPUKa3bl OTAaBaja JeAsSHas UIJIa B €€ CepJilie, U Ta
Besienia Kectpen oTMeTuTh MeCTO OMMOKK U MPOIoJbKarh. J[eBylka B3suia pydky U MOIYHMHUIACS,
MoMYepKUBasi 3a0bIThIN ()parMeHT. 3aTeM OHa MOJIOXKHWJIa PYdKy OOparHO Ha MIOMUTP PSIOM C
HOTaMU U MPUTOTOBUJIACH CHOBA UTPATh.

TyT mocnslmancs 3B0H 4acOB €€ OTIA.

Yroaku ryd Kectpen mpunoaHsuimuch.

BHe3anHO OHa IOHsIA, YTO KMEHHO X0YET ChIrparh Ui HEro. [ eHepan He MOMMET, YTO OHA
UTpaceT JULIb IOJOBUHY y3Ta, HO XK€ €CJIM NMOMMET, TO HUKOTLAa HE AOrajaercs, I KOro
npeHa3Havagach BTopas MOJOBUHA, KTO JOJDKEH ObUT MmeTh. KecTpes cHOBa moaymalia o TOM, Kak
MHOTO XOTeJa CKa3aTh CBOEMY OTIlY M KaK Majo MOTJia CKa3aTh B PEaJIbHOCTH.

Ho onHa BbIpa3uT CBOM 4YyBCTBAa 4epe3 MY3blky. OH YCHBIIIAT U, MYCTh U HE MOWMET, YTO
yeanbimai, Kectpen Oyner kazaTbesi, OyITO OHA cKa3ajia eMy BCe.
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ApHH ycIbIIan My3bIKY 33JI0JI'0 A0 TOTO, KaK MOAOIIEN K MY3bIKalbHOM KOMHare. Menoaus
JUIach MO KOPUAOPY MOIIHOM BOJHOM. 3Bana ero, OyATO BOMPOC, HA KOTOPBIM OH XOTEJ OTBETUTH
10 6omu B ropsie. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ MECTa, TA€ JOJDKEH Obul meTh. llecHd OT4YasHHO NbITANIaCh
BBIPBATHCS HAPYXKY.

HaBepHoe, OH T7e-TO ypOHUJ BEAPO, HOTOMY YTO OCO3HaJ, 4TO OoJblie HE HeceT ero. OH
CTOSUI IIEpe] ABEPh0 MY3bIKaJIbHOM KOMHarhl. Ka3anoch, OHa MOSBWIIACH TIEPE] HUM M3 HUOTKY/IA.
ApUH NOJIOKUIT HAa IBEPH JIAJIOHb. J{BEpPh Ka3allach )KMBOMW: APEBECUHA NYJIbCHUPOBAIA MY3bIKOH.

ApHH OTKpBUI JIBEpPh BTOPHIM KitodoM. B kxomHuare He Obuto HuKoro, kpome Kectpen. OHna
YBHUJEJA €T0, U MY3bIKa 3aMepIia.
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Ha wmruosenme Kectpen nomymana, yto oH mnpuBuzaencsa eu. [lorom mnonsma, 4to Bce
MPOUCXOOUT To-HactosmeMy. OHa npunuia B yxkac. Ee nensHas ckopiyna TpecHyna, BIIHBAsCh
OCKOJIKaMH B TEJIO.

ApHH 3aKpbUI IBEPb, HO 3aJIEpXkKajl HA HEW JJAJJOHb C PaCCTaBICHHBIMU NManblaMu. OH cMOTpeEn
Ha KecTpern.

[To3:xe KecTpen noHsuia, yero ei cromno norpscenne. OHa AeicTBOBaNA CIUIIKOM MEIJIEHHO.
Jlub BCTpeTMBUMCh C ApPHUHOM B3IVISAOM, OHAa OKOHYATEIbHO OCO3HANa, YTO OHHU 00a B
ONAaCHOCTH.

E#t morpeboBanace Bcs ee BOJIsL, UTOObI HE TOCMOTPETH B CTOPOHY AKpaHa, 32 KOTOPHIM CTOSUI
ee orell. Ee oTen, KOTOPBIN YCIBIIAT BCE, O YeEM OHH OyIyT rOBOpuUTh, KoTopoMy KecTpen ceiuac
Obuta BugHa. OHa mpeacTaBuiia, Kak ceiduyac BeIDIAMT. OHA ycmena BCKOYUTH Ha HOTH.
MeptBenHo-0neqHad. OnHoOM pykoW OHa JepkKajlach 3a MIONUTP U, HE OTPhIBasICh, CMOTpENa B
CTOPOHY JIBEpPH, BUJa HAa KOTOPYIO y €€ OTLa KaK pa3 v He ObLIO.

Kectpen Bckunyna nepen co0oil pyky. «Croid, — MBICIIEHHO yMmousuia oHa ApuHa. — He
IIBUTANCS.

Ho ot ee »xecrta B HEM OyaTo uTo-TO BCmbixHYNO. Ero magons otaenunack ot asepu. Kectpen
npodja pelMMOCTh MO JUIy ApHHA, IUKOE MOAO03PEHHE, KOTOpPOE YK€ MPUHUMAIO (opMy
Bornpoca. C BHE3aIHbIM yXKacOM JIEBYIIKAa OCO3HAJIA, O YEM OH COOMPAJICS CIPOCHUTb.

ApUH HaIpaBUICS K HEW.

— Her, — npousnecna Kectpen. — Yxoau.

beuno cnumkoM no3aHo. OH yxke nopaBHsuics ¢ posuieM. Oren Kectpen yBuaen ero.

— ThI MEHSI HE TPOTOHUIIb, — OTBETUJI ApHH.

Kectpen omyctunach oOparHO Ha OaHKETKYy Iepell MHCTPYMEHTOM. Y HEE€ CBEJO >KUBOT:
ciayansiach karactpoda. CKoIbKO pa3 oHa MpeACTaBisia, Kak ApuH OyleT CTOATh Tepen Hed u
CMOTpETh TaK, KaK CMOTpEJI Cerlyac, U TOBOPUTh TO, YTO cenyac ckaszail. Ilomo3pesas TO, 4TO
nono3pesail. Kectpen aaxe poOKo, 4yBCTBys ceOsl HapyHIMTEIbHULEH YY)KOrO MOKOS, MOJIMJIACh
ero 6oram, 4yToObI MOSIBUIICS IIaHC yBUETh ero. Ho He Tak. He Toraa, korna ee orely ObUT 37€Ch.

VY Hee He ocTanoch BeIOOpA.

Kectpen nmonpasuia HOTHBIE CTPAHUIBI HA MIOMUTPE, HO OCTAHOBUJIACH, YBUIEB, KAK JPOKAT
PYyKH.

— He nyxHO cTonbko apambl, ApuH. S 3anara. byas Tak q00p, octaBb MeHs. Thl pepBa
MOM 3aHSATHS.

OHa noTsSHY/Iach 3a PY4YKOu. «3a HaMH HaOIIOAaI0T, — XOTeNa Hanucarh Kectpen Ha HOTHON
cTpaHulie. — S Bce 00BSACHIO TTO3KEY.

ApUH BBIpBaJl Y Hee pydkKy U Opocuil ee uepe3 BClO KoMHary. OHa cO CTyKOM ymana Ha
KaMEHHBIN TTOJL.

— XBatut. IIpexpaTu npuTBOpATHCS, OYATO g T€OE HUKTO.

Kectpen cmortpena Ha pyuky. OHa He MoIa ee IMOmHATh. Ee oTen He aypak, OH HaBEpHSKA
NOMMET, 3a4eM e pyuka. PHCKOBaHHO ObUTO 1a)ke M3HAYAJIBHO OpaThCs 3a HEe.

W Tyt ApuH 3a1a1 cBoil BOIpoc.

— Kakum 06pazom ThI J0oOMIaCh TEpeMUpHsi? — TpeOOBATEIHHO CIIPOCUIT OH.

Kectpen xorena 3akpbITh JUI0 pykamu. OHa XOTeIa CMEATHhCS — WM, BO3MOXKHO, IJ1aKaTh.



BHyTpu Hee MoOmHsIOCh HEUTO, HEMPHUSATHO HalmoMHUHarIee naHuky. Kectpen Obl BcTana u ymuia,
eciu Obl HE JyMalia, YTO APUH MOXXET OCTAaHOBUTH €€ CUJIOM, M YK ATO TOYHO 3aCTaBUT €€ OTIla
BOPBAaTbCS B KOMHATY.

Ona nonsITaIack TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO.

— 4 He moHMMAaro, 0 YeM Thl, — OTBETWJIAa OHA ApUHY. — S MpeKpacHO MOMHIO, YTO HE
noOuBanach HUKakoro mnepemupus. 1 roToBmoch K cBaabOe. Y MeHs OyJIeT MOJIHO BpEeMEHU
3aHUMATHCS TOJUTUKOM TMOCJIE TOTO, KaK S CTAHY UMIIEPATPHUILIEH.

— TblI 3Haewmmb, 0 KaKOM NEpEeMUpPHUU S TOBOPrO. Thl mepenaina ero MHe B pyku. M s roTos
MOKJIACTHCS, UYTO OHO COJIEPKUT B C€O€ TBOU CIICIBI.

— ApuH...

— OHo nomapuiio Moel ctpane cBobomy. Criacio MHe XKW3Hb. — ET0 7110 ObUTo OJIeTHBIM,
cepple m1aza ropesnr. Moiionol 4enoBeK BO3BbILAJICS Haa KecTpen, koTopas ocTtaniack CUIETH.
baHkeTka mepen posuieM Kaszajdach €Ml MIOTOM, KOTOPBIM HOCUT 1Mo Mopro. — Kak Tbl 3acTaBuia
UMIIepaTopa MOAMUCATh epeMupue?

ApuH TOBOpUJI BO30YXJIEHHO U TpoMKo. HeBaxkHO, uTo mo-repancku: orer] Kectpen 3nan 3ToT
s3bIK. JleBylika cruiena naiabibl. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK T€HEpaJl MpUKa3zall JIe3epTUpy YOUTh ceos,
4TOOBI M30aBUTHCA OT M030pa. ITOCTYNUT 1M OH Tak e ¢ Hel, €CJIM OHa pacCKakeT ApUHY MpaBIy?
Kak moctynut ¢ camum ApuHoM?

— ApuH, npouly Te0s. Sl HE UMEI0 HHUKAKOTO OTHOILICHUS K TOMY MEPEMUPHUI0. Y MEHS HET
BpEMEHM Ha TBOM (haHTa3UMU.

— Ho y Te06s xBaTaeT BpeMeHU JIJIsl TOr0, YTOOBI BUJIEThCS ¢ TEHCEHOM, HE TaK JIn?

Kectpen nepecnpocusia ¢ HEBUHHBIM BHAOM:

— C kem?

ApHH CKaJl YeNOCTH.

«He mpomsHocn 3TO cioBO, — MbICIeHHO ymossia ero Kecrpen. — lloxanyiicra,
noxanyiictay. OHa He 3Hajia, CKOJIbKO TeHCEeH paccka3al ApUHY M O 4YEM TOT MOT JIOTa/IaThCsl CaM,
HO, €CJIM OH CKa)ET CJIOBO «MOJIb» BCIYX... KecTpen BCmOMHMIIA, KaK OTEL CMaxHYll Ha MOJ MOJIb C
kapTuHbl TeHceHa. ['enepan TouHO 0OpaTui BHUMAHUE HA TO, YTO YBUJEI MAaCKMPOBOUHYIO MOJIb
— W3BECTHOTO MOXKUpATes TKaHel, o0uTaresns rapiepoooB — B TaKOM HEOXXHUJaHHOM Mmecte. OH
JIETKO JI0TaJIaeTCs O €€ MPEIHA3HAUYCHUH.

Ocob0eHHo eciii ApUH CIIPOCUT O TOM, KTO ObLT Mosibio TeHceHa.

«He nenaii 3Toro. — Kecrtpen xorena BCTpsAxHYTh ero. — He nmemainy.

Bripaxxenue nmna ApuHa crajo pa3gocagoBaHHbIM. KecTpen Buaena, Kak OH MBICICHHO
CpaXaJscs ¢ CaMUM COOOM.

«Jla, — yOexnana ero aesymka. — MMeHHO Tak. Thl He TOJDKEH cOOOIIAaTh OyayIieH qo4epH
MMIIEpaTopa KOIOBOE MMs CBOETO IIMHWOHA WM NPHU3HABaTh, KAKYIO pOJb T€HCEH WUIpaeT MpH
asope. He nano. Yrto, ecnu b1 oumOca? Thl pucKyelb MHOTUMH KU3HSAMU. Henb3st, Apun».

C BUIMMBIM yCHIJIMEM B3$IB C€0s1 B pyKH, ApUH CKa3all:

— Ecimu s w Obul B 3a00MyXJIE€HHHU, TO TOJBKO IIOTOMY, YTO Thl MNPUTBOPSUIACH. ThI
MIPUTBOPSACIILCS Jaxe cerdac. Tl HE Takasd yX XJIaJHOKPOBHAS. bl MbITaach MOMOYb JIFOISIM
paBHuH. Korja mMbl ¢ T0O0M ObUTH B TOPOACKOM TaBEpHE...

K ropny Kectpen noacrynuina TomHoTa.

— ...5l cuuran Tebs BUHOBHOW B WX u3rHaHuu. Ho myumie ObL10 OTpaBUTH JIOMIA/ICH, YeM
noJpKeyb paBHUHBL. [l0aTOMY THI IpUHsIa Takoe pewmenue? TBoii orell...

— S mo0mto cBOEro OTIIA.



ApHH clierKa OTIIaTHYJICS.

— 4 3nar0.

— Ecnu ObI 51 1ana eMy HEJJOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIHUM COBET, TO IMojaBepIvia Obl €ro OMaCHOCTH. —
Kectpen oco3Hana 3To TONBKO ceyac U CHOBA ObLla MOTpPsICEHA TEM, YTO coBeplmia. — BocTok
caM C)KEr paBHUHBI, KOTOPHIE MBI 3aXBaTUJIU.

— Jla.

Kectpen nokazanock, 4To ApuH XOTEJ CKa3aTh YTO-TO €IIE, HO OH MPOMOJTYAL.

— Ecnu 661 Mo#t oTery ObUT TaM Toraa... B orHe moru6i10 MHOro BajiopuaHiieB. — KecTpen
nogymMana o Ponane. B ropne Bctam komok. OHa HE CMONIA MPOU3HECTH €ro uma. — Ecim s
JNEUCTBUTEIIBHO MOCTYIHIIA TaK, KaK Thl AyMaelllb, TO KX CMEPTh — MOSI BUHA.

— OHU 3acIyXKWJIH CMEPTh, — POBHBIM TOHOM Ipou3Hec ApuH. — Bamm conparsl gymanu

TOJIBKO O TOM, YTOOBI YIOBJIETBOPATH anmneTuThl umnepun. mnepus nomomiaer Bce. B I'epane Bce
o4eHb ci1abbl. Hac 00JI0KMIIM CIAUIIKOM BBICOKMM HasioroMm. Enpl Hemoctarouno. Ceityac Bce Tak
0CJ1abJId, YTO HE XOTST €CTh JIaXKE TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH.

KecTpen noansna B3ris.

— DTO HE OYEHb MTOXOXKE Ha TOJIOJ.

— Tl HUYETO HE 3HaCIIb O TOJIOAE.

DTO0 3aCTaBUIIO €€ 3aMOJIYATh.

Apun B3a0xHYI. OH ¢ cuJioil motep J00, pa3masbiBasg KOCMETHUKY, KOTOPOMl ObUT KOe-Kak
3aMacKHpPOBAH €ro MIPaM.

— Bce wucromiensl, odeccuienbl. BpanuBimecs: miaza. CTaHOBUTCS TOJIBKO Xyxke. CapcuH
TOBOPUT, OHM TIOYTH BeCh JIeHb crsT. Jlaxke oHa cama. Eciin Obl THI TOJIBKO €€ Bujena... Ee pyku
JPO>KaJIi, © OHA HUYETO HE MOTJia C 3TUM IOJIeNaTh.

Pazym Kectpen yxBaruicsa Ha mocienHioro gpasy Apuna. J[poxanme pyku. [louemy-To oHa
BCIIOMHHMJIA O TOM, Kak, KOTJa ObUTa MalleHbKOW JEBOYKOM, BBIKpacuia (OHTaH Ha BUJUIE B
po30BbIi 11BeT. He Oosiee nByX mecdileB Ha3aa OHa pacckasaia 00 3TOM BOIHOMY MHkeHepy. OHa
CHOBa yBHJEJa, KaK KpacHas Kpacka pacroji3ajiach Mo BoIe W OJienHeNla O PO30BOrO IIBETA.
OxcnepumeHT. KecTpen — ckoiibko €il Torga Obuto? JeT AecsTh? — YyCIbllaia, KaK BOIHBIN
WHXXEHEP MCI0JIb30Bajla B pa3roBOPe 3a YKUHOM C T€HEpaJioM CTPaHHOE CIIOBO — pa3basieHue. Ee
oTell ObLT BEICOKOTO MHEHHUS 00 MHXKEHEPE: KEHIIMHA CIY)KUJIa BMECTE C HUM BO BpPEMs BOWHBI U
cripoekTupoBana st ['epana BogonpoBoa. Manenbkast Kectpen penmia, 4To JoJKHA pa3o0parbes
B TOM, YTO K€ TaKoe pa30aBlICHHUE.

Ho pasbaBnenne HuKak He OBUIO CBsI3aHO C Jpoxanmmu pykamu. Bipocmas Kectpen
HaxXMypWJIach U BCIIOMHMJIA: IO CJIOBAaM HMIIEPATOPCKOIO JIEKaps, 3TO ObUI CUMIITOM TOTO, YTO
YeJIOBEK CIHUIIKOM JIOJIT0O MPUHUMAI €ro JEKapCTBO... JOCTATOYHO JOJITO JJIsi TOro, YTOOBI OHO
CTaJI0 CMEPTEIBHO OMACHBIM.

Pazym Kectpen okpacuiics moHumanueMm. OHO pacroj3ajioch, Kak KpacHbIE Karljid B
HETOABM)KHOM BOZIE€, M JEBYILIKA COBCEM 3a0bLia, YTO 3a DKPAHOM CTOSUI €€ OTel] — CIIyllal,
HaOmroman u Jenan BbiBoAbl. OHa 3a0bUia Jaxe O TOM, Kak CropOuics OT OECHOKOWCTBa H
comHenust Apun. Kectpen nymana Tonbko O 3HaueHue mectu kaprouek «Kibsika m XKamay,
KOTOpbIE OHa OECKOHEYHO TacoBaja B CO3HAHWU: UMIIEPATOP, BOAHBIA MHKEHEp, JIEKaph, yCIyra,
I'epan u Banopusi.

Omna 3HaJa, KaKylo poJib OHU chirpaiu. KomOuHaius ctajga O4eBUIHOM.

NmMneparop penms, 4To OT TepaHieB Ooiblle MpodiieM, YeM OHHM TOro cTosT. OH penmi
MEJICHHO OTPAaBUTh UX UYEPE3 CUCTEMY BOJOCHAOKEHUS. AKKYpaTHO pa3o0parbCs ¢ O€CIIOKOMNHBIM,



MSTEXHBIM HaponoM. OH BbDKall U3 ['epaHa cToibKO, cKoJibko Mor. Korna Bce ®uUTenn noruOHyT,
OH CHOBa OOBSBUT HMX TEPPUTOPUIO CBOMMH BJIAJACHUAMH, JIEMOHCTPHUPYS BCEHl HMIIEpUH
€IMHCTBEHHYIO Harpaay, Ha KOTOPYIO MOTYT PaCCUMTHIBATh TOBCTAHIIBIL.

Kectpen xu3HEeHHO HEOOXOMMMO ObUIO MTOrOBOPUTH ¢ APMHOM HANPsAMYIO... HO HE 3/1ech. OHa
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha JiBepb. J[eBylllka HAMOJIOBUHY OXKHJaja, 4TO B JIIOOYIHO MUHYTY MOXET BOUTH €€
OT€Il, BO3MOXHO, JaXXe C JBOPIIOBBIMU CTPAXKHUKAMM.

Ho kak 3actaButh ApunHa yiitu? Kak eil mocienoBarb 3a HUM Tak, YTOOBI HE BBIJATh CBOUX
nericteui nepen oruom? OH 3HaN O cinyxax. Bugmen, kak oHa panu Apuna B [ epane cpaxaiace Ha
ny>nu. bonee Toro, oH HaBepHsAKa YIOBUJI TO, Kak ApuH oOpamancsa K Heil: TaKuM TOHOM, OyATO
OHM ObUIM B OJIM3KUX OTHOIIEHUAX. « Thl HE Takast yK xjaagHokpoBHas. Korma Mbl ¢ ToOOM ObUTH B
TOPOJICKOW TaBEpPHE...»

ApHVH NOCTaBHJI JIOKTH HAa pamy POsUISl M CIIPATAI JIULIO B JIAJIOHSIX.

— He nyxHo Obu10 octaBisaTs Capcun. He Hy)kHO ObLIO pHUE3KATh.

Kectpen xoTenoch NpUKOCHYThCS K HemMy. OH BBIIVISIZIET TAKUM HECYACTHBIM. 3aMETHUJI JIU €€
oTell, Kak 00Jib OTpa3uiiach Ha JuIle ero godepu? Kecrtpen kazanock, OyITo B TOpiie y HEE BCTall
ropsimii KoMok. Ecnu Obl OHa Momia, TO KOCHY/Iach Obl TPeMs MajibllaMU ThUIBHOW CTOPOHBI PYKHU
ApHHa: TaK repaHIlbl BEIpaXXaau 0JaroJapHOCTh U COXKaJIEHUE.

«IIpoctn, — ckazana 0e1 Kecrpen. — Cmacubo». Ona Obuia OnarogapHa €My, IMOTOMY YTO
KaKMUM-TO 00pa30M OH BCE €Il BEpUJI B HEE M CyMeJ JorajarbCcsi O TOM, UTO OHA TaK CTapaTeiabHO
CKpbIBasa. «5 mooito Teds», — xoTena cka3zarb Kectpen. OHa moyTH yclblana, Kak MpoOu3HOCUT
3TH cioBa. [Toutu notsiHynack pykoi k Apuny. Ceiidyac oHa xeJjaja 3Toro 0oJbIle, 4eM 4ero Obl TO
HU OBLIO.

Kectpen MeneHHO mpou3Heca:

— ThI XOT€J TOTOBOPUTH O IEPEMUPUHU.

ApUH NOAHSI roa0BY. Ero 1o oTpaxanoch B JaKUPOBAHHOW MOBEPXHOCTH KPBIIIKH POSLIISL.

Pemenue okxyrano Kectpen, kak 6emnast mpocthiHsg. OHa COMKET B MOCIECIHUN pa3 pajy CBOETO
orra. OHa OyzneT roBOpUTh CIOKOIHO. YOenuTenbHo. [1o3xke oHa Bce 00BICHUT ApUHY.

Omna cmoxer. JlomkHa.

— Ilo-TBOEMYy, 3TO 5 KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM Jgobuiack nepemupus. Tol 3T0 uMen B Buay? UTo s
CKJIOHWJIa MMIIeparopa K 3ToMy. — KecTpesn MemjieHHO OIycTujia Majell Ha KJIABUIy HU3KOU
TOHAJILHOCTH, TaK, 4TOObI pOsUib HE H3Jajl HU 3Byka. — Heyxkenu Tede kaxkeTrcs, 4To Ha
UMIIepaTopa TaK JErKO MOBIUITH?

— Her.

— W Bce e MHE 3TO yIanoch?

— Jla.

KecTpen crirpana KOpOTKYIO BECETYIO METOAMIO.

— Tloxanyiicra, He HaO.

KecTpen octaHOBHIIACK.

— ApuH, 3a4eM MHe YOeXJaTh UMIieparopa nmoutu Ha nepemupue? Tol Beap He 3a0bUl, UTO
ATO 51 U3BECTUJIA UMIIEPHUIO O BalieM BoccTanuu? Bee 00 3ToM 3HaOT. S npuHecia BaM BOMHY.

— Jla.

Kectpen nponomxuia:

— B I'epane mMbI kKakoe-TO BpeMst ObLITH JPY3bSIMH, BEPHO?

ApUH XpUIIJIO OTBETHII:

— Jla.



— Pa3Be apy3bs MOCTYMArOT Tak, Kak MOCTYyNUiIa A7

— Her, — npowenran oH.

— W Bce e HMMEHHO Tak s M TOCTyNuWja, a 3areM, MPEANoOJOXKUTEIbHO, M00UIach
CITACUTEIIBHOTO IEPEMUPHUA. APUH, 3TO HEJEIO.

— Her, — Bo3pa3un ApuH. — Tbl MOTJIa IEpeaymMaTh.

KecTpen B3nepHyna OpoBb.

— Kakas g nenocrosiHHas.

ApHWH IpOMOITJAL.

Crpax, kortopeii KecTpen ymanoch MOAaBUTh, CHOBAa BBIPBAJCS Ha CBOOOAY M CTal
paspacrarbcsl.

Kectpen Gossiack He cpaBUTBHCA CO CBoel JI0kbIO. bosutace mpeycners. Ee cepame Oyaro
3aKaJld B TUCKH, KOTJIa OHA OCO3HaJIa, YTO OY€Hb OOUTCS CBOETO OTIIA.

Apun cmotpen Ha Kectpen npsimo, He Mopras. LIBeT ero mia3 HamoMuHaia HeOO B BETPEHBIN
00JIauHbIN JIEHb, IIPaM BBIIEIISJICS Ha HAMPSDKEHHOM JIMIE OO0JIbIlEe, Y4eM OOBIYHO.

— DT0 OBUIO HEMPOCTOE pellieHUuEe, — MPOroBOpui oH. — Ho Thl puHsiia ero. S 3Haro.

KecTpen onmycTuna KphlllIKy Ha KJIABUIIM. Tenepp OHA YK€ HE MOITIa HUYETrO KOHTPOJIUPOBATh.
Urpa nusMeHnnach, 1 € HUYEro HE OCTABAIOCh, KPOME KaK BBIMTH U3 Hee. OHa BcTana.

ApHH OCTaHOBHII €€.

— 5 Tebe Hebe3pasnuueH. S ciplmali, 4To Thl UTpaja.

KecTpen nonbiTanack paccMesThCA.

— 1 ye 1 cama He TOMHIO, 4TO Urpasa.

Jlanonp ApuHa nexana y Hee Ha pyke. Kectpen orcrpanuiiace. Kak Bce BocnipuHsi ee oTen?
JleBylika B3IVIsiHYsIa Ha 3KpaH. Ha nBeps. Ta He OTKpbLIACS.

— IloueMy ThI Tak mocTynaenmb? — TpebdoBarenbHO cnpocun ApuH. — He nru. S cibiman
My3bIKy. U s 3Har0. Thl BBIMEHsIA y ©UMITEpaTOpa IIEPEMUPUE.

Kectpen ycnbimana ciadblit 3ByK, OyITO OJHA MOBEPXHOCTH CKpebdaach o Apyryro. Bo3moxHo,
el mokazaynoch? 3ByK OBbLI MOXOX HA TO, KAK €CJIU Obl KTO-TO BBITAIMJI B COCETHEM MMOMEIICHUU U3
HOXEH MeY.

— Hwuuero nmomo0OHOTO.

ApUH nperpaanil €l myTh.

— Mait mue mpoiitu. — Tonmoc Kectpen nposBydan tak, Oynro B Jit00O€ MTHOBEHHUE MOT
COPBAaTHCH.

— BoT 4ro s mymaro: caMbIM HEMPOCTHIM PEHIEHUEM OBLIO TO, YTO Thl COMIACUJIACH BBINTH
3aMyX, B TO BpeMsl KaK Thl HUKOT/Ia — HUKOTAa! — He coOMpasiach 3TOrO JIeaTh.

— Mpb1 yxe o0CyXIanu MHOKECTBEHHYIO BBITOY, KOTOPYIO Sl MOJy4al0 OT 3aMYXeCTBa C
MIPUHIEM.

— Ho Bce 11 MBI ynmomMsiHYynu? — ApHH 3alyCTHII pyKY B CBOM I'psi3HBIE BOJIOCHL. — KecTpern,
MHE KaXeTCsl, 4TO i CXO0XYy C ymMa. UTO s BUXKY TO, YETO HET, U HE 3aME€Yar0 OYEBHUIHBIX BEIICH.
[Ipocto ckaxku MHe. ThL... BBIXOAUIIb 3aMYK 3a IPUHIA... U3-3a MEHA? DTO... YaCTh HEKOW CJICJIKH,
KOTOPYIO ThI 3aKIIF0YUIIa C UMIIEPATOPOM ?

Monyanue npuHagIeKaIo0 He TOIbKO Kectpen, HO u ee oTIy.

Omna pe3ko BTsHYNA B ce0s1 Bo3ayXx. OHa cmoxeTr. OHa moobermana cede, YTO CMOXKET OTBETHUTh,
MOTOMY YTO IMOTOM Bce uctpaBuT. CoBceM CKOpPO OHA BO3bMET CBOM CJIOBA OOPaTHO.

KecTpen msrko ckasana:

— DTO MOX0’XKE HA UCTOPUIO U3 KHUKKHU.



ApuH He nuraiics. B ero mmazax crosio comHeHue. HecmMoTpst Ha €ro yrBep:kKJIeHHUE, 4TO OH
3HaJI, Kakoe penieHne npuHsiia Kectpen, meByika modyyBCTBOBaa: 3Ta Bepa ObLla B HEM COBCEM
HenaBHel. CoBcem xpynkoil. OHa ciomaercs. Eciv mpaBUIIBHO NPHIIOKHTH CHILy, €r0 Bepa
pa3zo0neTcs, kKak 3epkaino. Kectpen yBujena B ApMHe 4TO-TO, YETO HUKOT/A paHblle HE 3ameyvana,
YTO-TO HEBBIHOCMMO OHOE. Ha MrHoBeHHE OHa yBHUJEIa MAJIBIUKA, KOTOPEIM ApHUH OBLI paHbIIE.
Ero maza. Cnabocts. Hanexna. IloaBuxubie nuauu ero ryd. Kecrpen yBupena, Kyga HaHECTH
yaap.

— JKu3Hp — 3TO He BalM repaHCKHE CKa3Ku O Oorax, 3JI0esiX, TeposX M UX BEIUKUX
KepTBax, — cKazaja oHa. — Korja s Obuta MajieHbKOM, OHM MHE HPaBUJIMCh. YBEpEHa, TeOe TOXKeE.
Tam Bce myumie, yeM Ha caMoM Jene. B AEHCTBUTENBHOCTH JIOAW NPUHUMAKOT PEIICHUS W3
KOPBICTHBIX cOooOpakeHuM. Jla, AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTh HE OUCHBb IMOATHYHA. — JleBymka moxkaa
rmieyamMu. — Kak U BBICOKOMEpHE, KOTOPOE 3aCTABIISIET KOTO-TO JIyMarb, YTO BECh MUP BpaIlaeTCs
BOKPYT HETO.

ApuH oTBen B3, OH YCTaBUJIICS HA CTPYHBI POSUIS MOJT MOAHATONU KPBIIKOM.

KecTpen oboruia BOKpyr Hero, OyATO OlleHUBAsL.

— HHTEpecHo, 4yTo, O TBOEMY MHEHHUIO, MOIJIO 3aCTABUTh MEHS 3alTH TaK JAJIEKO pajau TeOsl.
TBoe obasHue? IIpoucxoxaenue?

[maza Apuna MeTHynuch K Heil. Kectpen ocraHoOBWIIach, paccmarpuBasl €ro mpam. ApHUH
Hanpsrcs. Kectpen npe3puTenbHO U30THYIIA TyObl.

— YK TOYHO HE BHEIIHOCTb.

ApuH cxai 3yObl.

B ropno Kectpen Bmnunucs nmnbel. OHa e€aBa MONIA BBIHOCUTH OTBpAIEHUE, KOTOPOE
ucnbIThiBaNa K cede. U Bce e eByIka 3acTaBuiia ce0sl yIbIOHYThCSA €I1Ie I PE.

— 51 He xouy ObITh xecTokoM. Ho TBou (panTazum npocto HeBeposATHBL W, yecTHO roBops,
HEMHOTO oT4YassHHbL. Kak HaBaxaeHue. Thl HE nymall, 4TO BUAUIIb TO, YTO XOUYEIIb BUAECTh?

— Her.

Ho Kectpen Buzena, kak oH kosie0ascs, mepea TeM Kak OTBETUTb.

— To1 gomxeH oco3HaTh, UTO co3fai ce0e CKa3Ky W KW €10. APUH, MBI YK€ BBIPOCIU U3
CKa30K.

OH TUXO 0TO3BAJICS:

— Bripocin?

— S — na. Y Tebe mpunuio Bpems MOB3POCIETh. XBATUT ObITh PEOCHKOM.

— Ja, — MeaneHHo orBeTua ApuH. B ero rosioce 3Bywano crpaHHoe yaupieHue. Ot
y3HaBaHus y Kectpen cBeno xuBoT. Tak 3Bydas Toj0c 4ejJoBeKa, KOTOPHIA M30aBUIICS OT TyMaHa
coOMHEHUM. B romoce ApuHa nmpo3Bydalia yBEpEHHOCTh, U CHJIa, KOTOPYIO Ta MPUIAET.

— Tsl mpaBa, — mnporoBopun ApuH. Korma oH cHoBa moBepHyics k Kectpen, nepyiika He
yBUjena OoybIlle HU ciefa Toro Manwanka. Kak Oynro oH ei mpuBuiencs. — S npeObBaid B
320y J€HUU. DTOro OO0JIbIlIEe HE TPOU3OMIET.

ApUH BEXIJIMBO, MOYTH OECCTPACTHO MPUKOCHYICS TPeMs MaJIbIlaMH K THUIBHOW CTOpPOHE
nagoHu Kectpen. 3aTeM OH BbIIIEN U 3aKPbLT 32 COOOM JIBEPb.
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Cryk 3aKkpbIBIICHCS IBEpU OTO3BAJICA 3X0oM. KecTpen moxxupan sAoBUTHIN cTpax. Ee coMHeHns
yBEJIMUMBAIUCH. BHYTpeHHUH rosoc yoexaan ee, YTo OHa JIEWCTBYEeT HENpPaBHIIbHO; O0Jee TOro,
HUKAKUMU JIEUCTBUSIMU HENB3SI UCIIPABUThH TO, YTO OHA TOJBKO 4yTO coBepumia. OgHako Kectpen
Jeprkajlach CaMOro Ba)KHOTO IpaBujia, KOTOPOMY HayduJl €€ OTell: M30aBIsAThCA OT OMACHOCTH,
NoKa Ta He n30aBUIIach OT TeOsI.

— Oren? — no3Bana Kectpen. Ee ronoc 3Bydain Bolie 00brdHOr0. — OTen?

OtBeta He mocnenoBano. BO3MOXKHO, €€ OTEl CIHIIKOM IOPaX€H TEM, YTO YCJbIIIAI?
HaxoauTcst BO BIacTy MOI03peHUN? YiKe pelmi He TOBOPUTH C HEil?

Kectpen kuHynace K ABepH U PE3KO OTKphUIa ee. B kopuaope HuKoro He Obuto. ApUH HCYE3.
[To mony U3 ONPOKUHYTOTO BEApPA pacTeKaaach ropsidas Boga: OT Hee el nap. Boga noacrynuia K
Tydusim Kectpen. MruoBeHue AeBylka CTOsAIA B JyKE€ C MOKPBIMHU, XOJIOAHBIMU HOTaMH. 3aTeMm
OHa CTaJla C OTYAsTHUEM OIIYyIbIBaTh Pe3b0y HA CTEHAX KOPHUAOpa, MOKa HE Halla JEePEBSIHHYIO
KHOINIKY B OyTOHE pacIyCTHUBILETrocs 1BeTka. [laHenb oTbexana B TOPOHY, U B CKPBITYIO 32 HUM
KOMHATy HOJIUJICA CBET U3 KOopuaopa. B koMHaTe HUKOTro HE 0Ka3aaocCh.

Yro 3t0 3Haumno? Kecrpen ragana, MOT Ju €€ OTEL YUTH IIOCIE TOTO, KaK IPO3BEHEIN €TO
4ackl, HO JI0 osiBnieHust ApuHa. Heyxenu ona nrana ApuHy HanpacHo?

JleBymka mpurkasa najblbl K BUCKaM. B ee CO3HaHUM KUILENU JO0TaJIKh, CEPALE MyCTUIIOCH B
rajior: OHa He Jymaia, a, Ckopee, OeCropsI0YHO CKaKaja OT OJJHON MBICJIH K JPYroil.

KecTpen BepHynace B My3bIKaJIbHYIO KOMHATY U MOAHSIIA C 1ToJa pyuky. OHa Hanucana ApuHy
nuchkMo. OHa mucasa npsMoO Ha HOTHBIX JIMCTAX, MMOBEPX 0003HAYEHHOM Ha HUX MY3bIKU. YepHuIia
CTPYWJIMCh M OCTAaBIUIM KIAKCHL. KecTpen pacckaszanma ApuHY BCIO MOpaBay: O MEPEMHUPUUA U
noMoJiBke, 0 Mosin u ee Jt00BU, O BOCTOYHBIX JIOMIA/ISIX U si/ie, KOTOPhI youBan ero Hapoja. OHa
MKCajia HEUCTOBO, CBUPEIO, MHOTAA MPOTHIKAsl KOHYUKOM PYYKH CTPAHULLY.

E#t He nmpuxoauiock nogoupaTh cioBa. Yepe3 MUHYTY TUCbMO ObLIO TOTOBO.
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OHo ropesnio B KapMaHe ee 100KH, Kak yrojek. Kectpen moceruna moKou OTI[a — €ro Tam He
ObLJIO, M €ro Jaked He 3Haj, rJe Obl OH MOr ObITh, — M, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BEpHYJIach B CBOU
COOCTBEHHBIE KOMHaThl. J[Be €€ Ciy)kaHKH BelIu ce€O0sl COBEPIIEHHO HOPMAalbHO, U OT HTOMU
oObryHOCTH Y Kectpen 3akpyxunach rosiopa. OHa mpuayMania Kakoi-To IpeJjior U HeIpHY/a B CBOM
rapgepo0. Oka3aBumCh TaM OHA, OHA CIpsATaja B PyKaBe MAaCKUPOBOYHYIO MOJb: MaH)XET Ha
MyTOBHUIAX HE JACT BpeauTeNto moTepsaThesa. KecTpen moxainena, 4To y Hee He ObUIo ¢ co00il MOu
B MY3bIKaJIbHOW KOoMHare. OHa Mora Obl iepenarb HacekoMoe ApuHy. 3Hak. OHa crenana Obl 3TO
HE3aMETHO: el MOHaA00MI0Ch OBl JIUIIL HEOPEXKHOE ABMKEHUE PYKOU, paCCESIHHBIM B3Max JaJ0HH,
4TOOBI OTKPHITh APHUHY CBOIO TailHY.

[Inan aeiictBuii Kectpen coctosut u3 Tpex yacteil. Eciin oHa 3actaHer ApruHa OHOTO U OyleT
YBEpEHA, YTO 32 HUMH HE CJEAST, TO MOTOBOPUT ¢ HUM. OAHAKO... CTAHET JM OH €€ CIIyIarh?
KecTpen BcmioMHUIIa YBEPEHHOCTh B €r0 TOJOCE, KOIJla OH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ITOBEPUJI €M, XOJIO
MPUKOCHOBEHHSI... €70 JErKOoCTh. JleBylllka 3Hasa: B TOW JIETKOCTHU W Mpoxyiaje ObLIO OOJerdeHue.
Ecnu ona nomsITaeTcs CHOBa OrOBOPUTH C APUHOM, OH BIIOJIHE MOXET MPOCTO YUTH.

«IToxanyiicTa, TpoYnTal 3TO MUCHbMO», — NONPOCUT KecTpen u BIOXKUT ero ApuHY B PYKY.



Ecnu sxe u 3T0 eif He yaacTcs uiau OHU OyAyT HE OJTHH, — MOJIb.

B nBeps rapaepoOHOil KTO-TO TOCTyYal.

KecTpen oTkppuia ¥ yBUAENAa OOHY HMX CBOUX CIY)KAHOK — COBCEM JIEBOUKY. THXYIO,
HE3aMETHYIO.

— Muneau, — nporoBopuiia Ta, — MPOCTUTE MEHS, HO MHE Ka)KETCs, BB pACCTPOEHBI.

— Co MHOI BCE B MOPSIKE.

OpHako ee ToJa0Cc Npo3By4asl B3BUHYEHHO.

— MHe nocnarts 3a NpuHIEM?

3HA4YUT, UMEHHO 3Ta CIYy)XKaHKa OTYMThIBAIACH mepen Bepekcom. Kectpen ocos3nana, 4ro,
HECMOTpPsSI HAa NPUYUHBI, MO KOTOPhIM Bepekc HaHsI ee M3HAa4YajJbHO, B KAaKOM-TO MOMEHT OH
HOMPOCHUJI IEBOUKY ITprcMaTpuBaTh 3a Kectpen u cooOumTh eMy, eciiu To MOoHa100UuTCs TOMOIIIb.

Oto0 ObUTO Tak oXoxke Ha Bepekca. Ee npyra.

K Kectpen BepHYnOCh My»KECTBO.

— Her, — orBeTuiia oHa ciyxanke. — Co MHOM JIeMCTBUTEILHO BCe B mopsjke. Bee Oyaet
XOPOLLIO.

% sk ok

Cnauana Kectpen nmouyBcTBOBaja cebs srydie. OHa OCTaBHiIa UMIIEPAaTOPCKOE KPHUIO MO3a/IH,
MIPUJICP)KUBASICh CBOETO ILJIaHa, OyATO BedoMas 4be-TO pykou. OpHako, KOrja OHa Havaja
CITyCKaThbCsl 1O Y3KOM MpaMOpPHOW BHHTOBOW JIECTHHUIIE, CTapascCh HE CICHIMTh, YIbIOAThCS
BCTPEUHBIM TIPUJIBOPHBIM U HE 0OpaIaTh BHUMaHUS Ha CTPAXKHUKOB, HECYIIIMX Kapayll Ha KaXI0M
Taxe, BeAyuas ee pyka noxononena. Korma Kecrpen Bonwia B KpbUIO, IJI€ KU MEHEE BayKHBIC
TOCTH, 3Ta PyKa CTaja Ka3aTbCs €U CBI3KOW KOCTer. Ecii OHa pa30xKMET KyJIaK, TO OHU Pa3JIETATCS
110 BCEMY TOJTY.

Kectpen ykpankou ornsiHynack. [loxoxe, 3a HEM HUKTO HE Cleq0BaJl.

Ona B mocieaHuil pa3 mopepHyna 3a yroi. [locieanue jiydn THEBHOTO CBETa JIMJIMCh 4Yepes
€IMHCTBEHHOE OKHO, OKPAIIMBAsi KOPUIOP 37TOBEIIMMHU OPaHKEBBIMU OTTCHKAMHM.

KecTpen ocranoBuiach nepen Hy»KHOM el aABepbto. Heyxkenu Bce IeCTBUTEIBHO TaK OPOCTO?
W Bce xe CKphITas 3a 9KpaHOM KOMHAaTa Oka3ajach mycta. A re”epai Obul ee oTiioM. OH yuui ee
e3nuTh BepxoM. OH mooun ee. Kectpen Obuia yBepena. Pa3Be oHa He mpejaBajia €ro CBOMMU
OMACEeHUSMHU, UTO OH JIOJIOKHJI O Pa3roBOpPE B MY3bIKAJIbHOW KOMHATE UMIIEPATOPY... €CJIU BOOOIIIE
ATOT Pa3roBOP CIBIIIA?

«ThI mpeaa ero 1aBHbBIM-IaBHO, — IPOILLIEIITA TOJIOC B €€ CO3HAHUU. — 1Bl IIpeaaciilb €ro
ceryacy.

N Bce xe Kectpen moctydanma B nBepb TeHcena. C TpeBOXKHOM O1arogapHOCTHIO OHA
ycIIblIaia 3a ABEPhI0 UYbU-TO Npubmkaronmecs maru. [lenknyna pydka. [llens mexay aBeprto u
KOCSIKOM paclIMpHiIach, KaKk U ria3a TeHceHa, Koraa OH YBUAEN, KTO MepPe]l HUM CTOUT.

Kectpein He cTrana g0KuIaThCsA, MOKA OH 3aTrOBOPHUT, U MPOCKOJIb3HYJA BHYTPb.
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— Bawm Henn3s 31ech ObITh, — cKa3ai TeHceH.

Kectpen He momana BuAy, 4To ycibiuana ero. OHa mpoupia Mo CKPOMHBIM TOKOSIM, HE
oOpainasi BHUMaHUs Ha CaMO MOHATHE TOTO, YTO BTOPIIACh B UyKOM oM. TeHCeH cieoBall 3a HeH,
BbIpaXkasi TpOTECThL. JleByIlKa 3arjisHysia 1ake B €ro rap/iIepooHYIo.

Omna noBepHynach K TeHceny.

— I'ne Apun?

— 41 yxe ToBOpHJI BaM, — OCTOPOKHO OTBETHJI T€HCEH, — HHUKOMY HE M3BECTHO, TAE OH.
VYBepsito Bac, OH He MpsAYeTCs B mKady.

— Opnako oH OJMKe, 9eM BBl AyMaeTe, U OH He ObUT B [ epaHe, moToMy 4TO WHAde ObLT OBl Ha
IPaHU CMEPTH.

Kectpen pacckasana o sie, paclpocTpaHsIomeMcs 4epe3 CUcTeMy BojocHaOxeHus [epana.
Cnymast ee, Tencen Oyaro onenenen. IlpeBparuincs B kameHb. OmHako Ha KecTpen 3Byk ee
COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOB IMOBJIUSUI COBEPIICHHO MPOTHUBOIOJOXKHBIM OOpa3oM: OHa ClIbIIAja B CBOEM
roJIOCE X0 BCETO TOr0, YTO CKa3aj €l ApUH B MY3bIKaJIbHOW KOMHATE, U UTO CKa3aja EMy OHA.

TeHceH nepexBaTHIl €€ PyKHU, IBUKECHUS KOTOPBIX OHA YK€ HE MOIJIa KOHTPOJIUPOBATb.

— Kectpen, ycnokonrtecs. ['oBopure Tuie.

Ona xpuuana? JleByika 3aapIxanach, Kak OyaTo Joaro Oexana.

— I'ne s mory ero HaTu?

— BBl 1OJKHBI YCITIOKOUTHCSI.

Kectpen orcTpanunace.

— Bopa B ropozie orpasiieHa. S 10KHA CKa3aTh EMY.

— BaM Henb3si ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBarth. — B MalIeHBKHX 3€JIEHBIX Ia3ax TeHCeHa CTosJia
TpeBora. — B HEKOTOpBIX YaCTSAX JBOPIIA BaM HEIb3sl MOSBISATHCS 0€3 TOro, 4ToObl HE BHI3BATH
nono3peHuii. BoamoxxkHo, ApuH yxe yexan. Hakazanue, KoTopoe B Balllell MMIIEPUM TPO3UT 3a
MpeaTeNIbCTBO, — CMEPTh. BBI XOTHTE, 4TOOBI Bac moiManu?

— HWmeHHO s nokHA ckaszarb eMy 00 »ToM, — HacTtauBasia Kectpen. — MHe HyxXHO...
OOBSICHUTH €MY €lIle KOe-UToO.

— Bor kak. — TeHCeH TpUKpbUI POT JAJ0HBIO, a 3areM MoTep IEeKy. — OH MHOTUM
PHCKOBaJ, BCTPETUBIIMCH C BAMU HaeInHe. Bbl XOTUTE CHOBA OJABEPTHYTH €r0 ONTACHOCTH ?

— Her, Ho... — Kectpen Obuta B oTuasauu. OHa pa3BajiiBajiach, U 00JIOMKU TOM JIEBYIIKH,
KOTOpOU OHa Obula, Maganu OecnopsAouHOM Tpyaoi. JleBylika goctana u3 kapmana nucbMo. OHa
OoJsipllie HE Bepuiia, 4To ApuH Bo3bMeT ero. He u3 ee pyk. He mocie Bcero, 4ro oHa em)
HaroBopuia. — Hailinute ero. [lepenaiite emy 3T10. 31€Ch 51 BCe OOBSICHUTIA.

TeHceHn ocTOPOXXHO B3I CIIOKEHHYIO cTpaHuily. Ha Hero yctaBuinuch 4epHoO-0ebie CTPOUKH
HOT COHATBHIL.

— Y0 BBI 0O0BACHUIN?

— Bce.

— Kectpen, Ha 4TO BbI HaJIE€TECh, IEPEIaBasg €My 3TO NTOCIaHue?

— Hu Ha To. 4 He 3nHa10. ...

— Bbl He B cebe. Bbl He MOkeTe MBICTUTH 3ApaBo.

— S He xouy MbICIUTH 37paBo! S ycrana MBICTUTBH 37paBo. ApUH JOKEH y3HaTh 000 MHE.
MHe cTonio paccka3aTh €My BCE C CAaMOTr0 Hayaja.



— Emy Obuto ny4ine He 3HaTh. Bbl camu Tak cuntanu. Kak u 5.

— MBb1 onmGauck.

— 3HAUUT, MOCJE TOTO KaK OH y3HAET MpaB/y, Bbl OTMEHHUTE CBOIO CBAJILO0Y.

— Her.

— Br1 Oexute BMecTe ¢ ApUHOM, YTOOBI TPOKUTh HECKOJIBKO KOPOTKUX JHEU B YMUPAIOIICH
CTpaHe, MOoKa HE MaJAeT MOJIOT HOBOTO BTOP>KEHMUS.

— Her.

— [louemy? — cipocun TenceH. — Bel modure ero.

Kectpen 6ecriomorniHo mporoBopuia;

— Ho s 10610 1 oT11a.

TeHceH OImyCcTuII B3I Ha IIMCbMO, BOPOUAs €r0 B pyKax.

— Ecnu BbI HE niepenagurte ero ApuHy, — ckasana Kectpen, — To 3To caenaro .

Tencen moMopumics. 3areM OH pacCTErHyJI KaM30JI ¥ yOopasi MUCbMO BO BHYTPEHHHMI KapMaH
Ha rpyau. CHOBa 3aCTETHYB MYrOBHUIIBI, OH IMOXJIOMNAJ MO TPpyau, OpsMo Hana cepauem. Kecrpen
yCIIbIIajga TUXUU XpycT Oymaru.

— BrI caenaere 3107 — cripocuiia OHa.

— OOemaro.

%k sk sk

Oteny xman Kectpen B ee mokosix. [[omkHO OBITh, OH OTOCHAN CIIY)KaHOK: OH CHJIEN B
OJIMHOYECTBE BO BHEIHEW MpueMHOM. JIHEM ¢ 3TOoro Kpeciia OblT1 BUjIeH OapOakaH, yepe3 KOTOPHI
reHepajl HECKOJbKO MECAIeB Ha3aJl BbeXal Ha TEPPUTOPHIO JIBOpIIA HA CBOEW OKPOBABIECHHOMN
jomagu. Eme monroe Bpems mocne Toro, kak Kectpen Bomwia, OH HE OTphIBall B3INISA OT OKHA.
Hactynuia HOYb, ¥ 32 OKHOM OBIIIO TEMHO. [ 'eHepas Hu4ero He MOT TaM YBUCTb.

Kectpen mepecrana ragarb, CIbIIAl JU OH YacTh €€ pa3roBopa ¢ ApUHOM, WM, BO3MOXHO,
gaxke Bech pasroBop. Ona 3Hama. Ilpountana mo ero numy. Ee oren ycnbiman Oosnee dem
JOCTATOYHO.

JleBymika He Morvia HaiWTH ciioB. OHa XOTena Tak MHOTO CKa3aTh: CIIPOCUTH, YEMY OH BEpHT,
MONBITaThCsl YOEIUTh B CBOSH HEBMHOBHOCTH, NPHU3HATH BUHY. BhIBemarh, TOJOXKHWI JIH OH O
NPUCYTCTBUM ApWHAa HMIIEPCKOW CTpake, W €CIM Ja, TO YTO Termepb OyIeT, a eCiu HeT:
«IToxanyiicTa, oten, He Aenai 3toro». OHa xoTena npocuth ero: «lloxanyiicra, 1100 MEHS BCe
paBHO, HECMOTPS HA TO, YTO 51 COBEPIIFIIA, HECMOTPS JaKe HA MOU ONMMOKH, TMOXKaIyiCTa, JTI00U
MEHs!»

A OoJbllle BCETO Ha CBETE OHA XOTeJIa CHOBA CTaTh PeOCHKOM, HA3bIBaTh €0 Marmoil u ObITH
€My BCETo JHIIb M0 KojeHOo. [ToToMy 4YTO BCHBINIKOW CBETa, Kak OYATO KTO-TO PE3KO PaCKPHLI
IITOPBI, OHA BCTIOMHUJIA, KaK, KOTAa Obllla TaKOW MaJjieHbKOM, HOCHJIACh BOKPYT, M BpPe3ajlach B €T0
HOTHY, U oOHKMMaIa ero. M oHa Morma Obl MOKJISICTBCS, YTO 3TO 3aCTABIISIIO €r0 CMEAThCS.

Kectpen MemneHHO mojpomnuia K HEMYy W OMYCTHJIach Ha KoOJeHW Bo3ne Kpecia. OnHa
MPUCIIOHUIIACH JTOOM K €ro KOoJeHy M 3akpbuia maza. Cepale crosuio y Hee B ropuie. [leBymika
mpoIenTana:

— TsI Bepulllb MHE?

OTtBera He mocienoBaio. 3arem KecTpen mouyBCcTBOBajia, KaKk OH TOJOXKHWIJI €d Ha TOJIOBY
TSHKEIYIO JIaJIOHb.

— Jla, — ckazan renepar.
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ApUH 1npATaNCA B KIJIAJI0BKE C YITIEM, PACHOJIOKEHHON BO3JIE II€UEH, KOTOPBIE TPEIU BOLY IS
JIBOPLOBBIX TpyO. OH MOMPOCHUI CIyry-repaHiia HauTu TeHCceHa W MPUBECTU CHOMIA, a TIOKa PEeIn
M3Ma3arbcs Tak, YTOObI €ro Helb3s Obulo y3HaTh. OHAKO, TPOBENAS B KJIaJ0BKE BCETO HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT MPU CBETE JIAMIIbI, KOTOPYIO OH aKKyparHO IMOBECHJI Ha CTEHY B CTOPOHE OT KY4YH YIJISl, OH
ITOHSUL, YTO HA HETO M TAK OCEAAET JIOCTATOYHO YrOJbHOW NBUIM. APHH MOTEP CBOM mmpam. llanbusl
CTalld TPA3SHBIMH. B ropie mepecoxio OT MbUIM CO BKYCOM TapH. ApHH IOAABUIICA €10 U
3aKalUIsICs, M KAKUM-TO 00pa3oM €ro Kalleiab Nepelies B YepHbIA CMEX.

JIBeps oTBOpHUIIACh, U B TOMeIIeHUE Botesn TeHnced. Ha ero nuie Oputa HanMcaHa sipocTh.

— Ha 1e0s yxe monoxxui mia3 6or niynioB, ApuH. O 4eM Thl TyMall, KOTJa eIk BEpHYThCA
B CTOJIUILY?

ApHHY Ka3aJloch, YTO BCE BOKPYI MPOUCXONUT HE IMO-HACTOSAIIEMY, OyATO OH CTpPaHHBIM
oOpa3oM oTaenuiica OT AeHCTBUTENbHOCTH. OH YYBCTBOBaJ JIETKOCThH, KakK JIOIIA/lb, KOTOPYIO
OCBOOOJMIM OT MOKJAXW W MyCTWJIH CcBOOOAHO mactuch. OH HaOpanl B Ipydb BO3ayXa, YTOOBI
3arOBOPUTb.

— Moxelb He 00bSICHATH, — MporoBopui TenceH. — 4 3Hato, yTo OBLIO y TEOS HA YME.

ApUH HAXMYpPUJICA.

— Ortkyna?

— Ciyru joHecin MHE. ApUH, Thl HIUOT.

— Jla. — ApUH CHOBa NBUIBHO paccMesica. — S JeHCTBUTEIBHO UANOT.

— Tebe noesm0, 4TO ele HEe BECh JABOPEL] 3HAET, YTO Thl 37€Ch, U HEBEPOATHO MOBE3IIO, YTO
cayru mousuar. lloka. [[Bopen cTpaHHO TUX. 370Belle TUX. MHE 3TO HE HPABUTCS, U MHE HE
HPABUTCS, YTO ThI 371eCh. S nmepeaam Tedbe CBOM HOBOCTH, ThI yeielllb B ['epan u 0oJibllie HUKOITIA HE
BEpHeEIIIbCA crofia. — TeHceH cxai miedo Apuna. — [oknsauck. [loknsHuCchs nepen boramu.

ApUVH NOBUHOBAJICS M UCTIBITANI OOJIETUYCHUE.

TeHceH pa3Kal najiblibl.

— Ilepemupue Obulo nOXkbI0. Kaxkmas MuHyTa, KOTOPYIO MBI MPOBEIU 3/1€Ch, — YacCTh
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO CIEKTAKJIs: OH OTBJEKaJ Halle BHHUMAaHHE, 4YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh HAC TOBEPUTH,
OyITO MBI JEWCTBUTEILHO HE3aBUCUMBl — HACTOJBKO, YTO JIaKe ObLIM TPHUIIIAIICHBI KO JIBOPY.
Nmnepartop xouet 3anonyduts ['epan o6paTtHO. OCBOOOXKIEHHBIM OT F€PAHIIEB.

ApuH BeICIyImANl paccka3 TeHceHa O siAe, KOTOpPhIM OTpaBuiid Boay B Iepane. Monogon
YeJIOBEK IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK KPOBb OTJIMJIA OT JMLA. YTOJbHAas MbUIb 3a0Ujia €My JIETKHE, HE JAaBast
JBIIATD.

— TbI nomKeH mpeKpaTuTh MOCTAaBKY BOABI B TOpOI, — CKa3all TeHceH. — BbiBe3n Bcex 3a
€ro mpejenbl, eciu nmoHaaooutcs. Yxomu. Ceituac Houb. Bo3mMoxkHO, Tebe ymactcs 100parbes 10
raBaHU HE3aMEUYECHHBIM.

— ThsI TOXE TOJKEH TOKUHYTH CTOJIHUILY.

TeHceH mokayas rojIoBOM.

— Ecnu Capcun coBceM cnaba — eciu Bee cinadbl... TeHCeH, Thl HY)KEH MHE.

— S nonesnee tede 31€Ch.

— D70 ciumkoM omacHo. 3a ToOOW HaBepHsAKa ciemdr. Jleaus CMOXeT mepeaaBarh Ham
uHpopMaIuio, TBoI MoJib HAyduTCs y3eJIKOBOMY KOJY.

JIno TeHcena N3MEHUIIOCH.




— Jlenust u Monb Oosbinie HE MOTYT HaM TToMo4b. OHH Cc/IeNIany BCe, YTO MOTJIH.

— Kaxk u TbL

— Bo03MOXHO, oCTalmoch ene 4Tro-TO Ba)XXHOE, YTO MBI JOJDKHBI y3Harb. Bapyr s 4To-TO
yiyctis1? — BeipaxkeHnue nuna TeHceHna cMardyuinock. — IIoMHUIIB, OQHAXKIBI 1 CIIPOCUIL, YTO ThI
BbIOEpenb: nomMoub cede unu I'epany? Tol ckazan, 4To Ha MEpPBOM MecTe Jsl TeOs TBOSA CTpaHa.
Pa3Be s He npuHsn TBOU BbIOOP? [ToueMy Thl HE MOXKENIb NPUHATH MOK? — TEHCEeH MOIHEC PYKY K
auny ApuHa W mpoBesl OoNbIIMM MayblieM Mo meke. Korma oH OTHAN JajoHb, €ro mnajern Obul
yepHbIM. — Moit Masiburk. Thl €1Ba HE cOUJICS ¢ MyTH, J1a?

ApUH X0TeN BO3pa3uTh, YTO 3TO HE Tak. [loTom xoTen mpusHare, yTo TeHceH npas. 3aremM —
JI0Ka3aTh, YTO TETIEPb OH 3HAET CBOM IYyTh HABEPHSIKA.

— 51 He moxaBen TeO4.

— 51 1 He TOBOPHMI HUYETO OAOOHOTO.

— 51 noOwuricsa coro3a ¢ BOCTOKOM. Sl CKOHCTpyHMpoBai Koe-uTo, TeHCeH, HOBBbI MEXaHU3M, C
IIOMOIIBIO KOTOPOTO MBI MOXKEM CpPaBHATBCA C MMIIEPCKOM apmuen. Mmmeparop BoBce HE B
0€30I1acHOCTH, UTO Obl OH HU AyMmall. OH...

— byner nmydie, eciiv Tl MHE HE CKaKEIllb.

ApuH nioxosiofesn. Tak rOBOPUI YETOBEK, KOTOPBIM OMACaCs MBITOK.

— TbI OIKEH yeXaTh CO MHOM.

— Het. MHe HY)XHO 3HATh, YTO MPOU30UAET JAIBIIIE.

— DTO HE UCTOPUSA U3 KHUXKKH!

— Pa3Be Her? — cnpocunn Tencen. — Pa3Be 3T0 He paccka3 0 TOM, KaKk MaJBiMK CTall
MY>KYMHOHM U criac ¢cBoW Hapoa? MHe HpaBUTCA 3TOT paccka3. OqHaXIbl, HECKOJIBKO IECATENETUN
Hasaja, s Urpajg B €ro IIOCTAHOBKE I TI'E€PAHCKOM KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbHU. Bce 3aKoHYMIIOCH
CYaCTJIIMBO.

TeHceH MPUKOCHYICS K TPyA, IPAMO Hala cepAleM. ApHHY MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH YCJIBIIAI
cinadblil menect Oymaru. Ha mraoBeHue Ha nuie TeHCceHa MENbKHYJIO0 COMHEHHUE. 3aTeM €ro pyka
ynana, 1 ApuH 3a0buT1 00 YCHBIIIAHHOM CJ1a00M 3ByKe, KOTJa MUHHCTpP CHOBa 3aroBopull. [lo3xe,
KOT/1a OH BCIIOMHUHAJI TO MUMOJIETHOE COMHEHUE, APUH UCIIBITHIBAJI HEHABUCTH K ce€0€, MOTOMY UTO
noayMall, 4YTo TeHCEeH pelial MeXy TeM, yexXaTb WMiu ocTarbcs. Eciau Obl TOJNBKO ApUH cymeln
noaoOpaTh cioBa, TO yoeaus 0bl TeHceHa MOKUHYTh CTOJIMILY BMECTE C HUM.

— Tbl gomKeH yexarb 0e3 MeHs, — cka3zan TeHceH. — Moil BHyK ObUI Tak MOXOK Ha Teos,
ApuH. He 3acTaBisiii MEHS OMJIAKUBATH €0 JIBAXK/IbI.

TeHceH CHsUI ¢ manbia CBOE 30JI0TOE KOJIBIO U IIPOTSAHYN €T0 ApUHY.

— Ha »ToT pa3 octasb ero y ceds, xopoo?

OH ynbIOHYIICS.

ApHH mepexBaTuil PyKy CTapyuka M MOIEJIOBaJ €ro CyXyl0 KHCThb. 3aT€éM B3sUl KOJbBLO H
MTOITPOIATICS.

* ok Xk

Oren ocraBun Kectpen ogny. OH OTKa3alcs ocrarbCa HA yKUH, X0Ts KecTpen u npeiarana,
4YTOOBI CIIYI'M MPUHECIHN €T0 B €€ MOKOU. [ eHepan He TOBOPHUII, UTO YCTal WJIM YTO HEJaBHSS paHa
NPUYUHAET €My HeynoOCTBa, ONHAKO K BBIXOAYy M3 TOKOEB JOYepd OH Iea MemieHHo. Ha
MrHoBeHue Kectpen mokasanoch, 4To OH ObLT TOTOB IPHXKATh PYKY K TOMY MECTY, Ky/ia ObLII paHEeH.

Korna on ymen, Kectpen Hakppulio IIOTHOW BOMHOM cThima. OHAa OCO3HANIA, YTO HAJEAACh,



YTO OTEIl U3HYPEH, UTO €ro paHa OoIHT... DTO OOBICHUIIO OB, TOYEMY OH HE OCTAJICS C HEH, XOTS U
CKa3aJl, uUTO BEPUT €.

[Ipunwio Bpems yxkuna. Kectpesn He Moriia 3acTaBUTh ce0sl €CTh.

Ona oTkpbUla OKHO. Bo3myx caMoro koHIla BeCHbI ObUT MSTKMM W ciaakum. [lomssuics
CWIbHBIN BeTep. OH max ropaMu, a 3Ha4UT, TyJ B CTOPOHY MOPSI.

[Tpunm coyxxanku Kectpen. OHM cipochiiv, HE XOUET JIM OHA MepeoAeThes Ko cHY. Kectpen
TepeOusia MaHXXET CHUHEro IIeJIKOBOrO pyKaBa, B KOTOpPOM chpsAtaia Moiab. OHa oTBeTHsIa
CIy’)KaHKaM, 4TO IOKa He xoueT cmarb. OHa Obl OTOC/Ialla WX, HO OOsulach OCTaBAaThCsl OJHA.
Cry>kaHKH pacCeNuCh MO yIiiaM M CTalld TUXO 4TO-TO obcyxnaars. Hactynuna nous. Kectpen He
MorJia ycrokouTbes. TeHceH nepenan ApuHy ee nucbMo? ApHUH €llie BO ABOpLE?

[Tozxxe Kectpen ocosznana Bce cBow ommOKu. OHHM BBICTPOMJIMCH B TIJIOTHYIO YPOIJIMBYIO
JIMHUIO TaK, YTO CJIOKHO OBLIO CKa3aTh, C YeTO MMEHHO BCE HAYaJIOCh.

Onnako mocnenssisi onmoOka Obuta Kectpen sicna. Ee neBymika coBepumia TOraa, KOTaa
MOKUHYJIa CBOM TTOKOU M OTHpaBuiiach K TeHCEHY, UTOOBI BBISICHUTD, BUJIEIICS JIU TOT ¢ APUHOM U
repesal Ju eMy IAChMO.

% sk ok

B xopusopax crosiia TUIIMHA elie 0oJiee MojIHas, YeM paHblie. XoTa Mexay Jonarok Kecrpen
CTEKJIa CTpyHKa MoTa, JOKa3bIBAIOIIAs, YTO YK€ MOYTH JIETO, EBYIIKE Ka3aJl0Ch, OYITO UJIET CHET.
B ymax 3BeHeno oT Oenu3HbI, CTOJb K€ BCEMOMIOIAONIEH, KaKk U TUIMHA. M3-3a TpEeBOTH KOXKY
MOKaJIBIBAJIO, OY/ITO JIEASHBIMU CHEKMHKaMU. KaMeHHas rpomajia ABOpLa 3aTaniia CBOE XOJIOIHOE
JIbIXaHUE.

JBeps TeHceHa Haxonuach MOYTH B OJHOM MJIOCKOCTU C KOCSAKOM, OJTHAKO 3aKphITa ObLIa HE
nosHocTero. Ha mur Kectpen mogymana, 4To MHHHCTP KAET €€, HO MOHMMAaJa, YTO 3TOTO HE
MOXeT ObITh. YacTh €e yke Jorajanach, 4TO MOXET O3HauaTh MPUOTKpHITas aBeph. OmgHAKO
Kectpen oTkazpiBasiach MOBEPUTH B 3TO... U Ta OoJiee Myzipasi €€ 4acTh OTBEPHYJIACh U OTPEKIIACh OT
Hee, 0TKA3bIBasiCh OOJIbIIE TOMOTaTh YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPHII caM HaBJIEK Ha ce0s Bce CBOU O€/Ibl.

Kectpen nmomusana pyky u moctydana. 3ByK yAapa €€ KOCTSIIEK MO JepeBy Mpo3Bydall, OyATo
pEeYb 3aMKAIOIIETOCS YEIOBEKA.

JBepp OTKphUT mMmmeparop. Kamutan ero crpaxu mnpoTsHynl pyky U Braumi Kectpen B
KOMHATYy.
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Cuauana Kectpen mudero He Obuto BugHO. OHA TBITANAach BBIPBATHCS M3 XBAaTKH KalHWTaHa
CTpaXkHl, CyIOPOXKHO IJI0Tasi BO3yX. Beicokue purypsl kanutana u ©MIeparopa Bce i 3aCIOHSUIH.
OHa He Moma pa3msIeTh HUYEro, KpomMe OOrarhiX TKaHEM, MOKPBIBABIIMX WX TUJIEYH U TPYIb.
[loTrom OHa yciblana rojioc oTa:

— Iloxamnyiicra.

Kannran ornyctui ee.

Teneps Kectpen yBuzaena otua. OH CTOSUT B JAJIbBHEM YTy KOMHAThl, IO JPYT'YIO CTOPOHY OT
TEMHOM JIy>ku KpoBU. Ha mosry nexan TenceHn. Ero 3eneHble m1a3a Ka3aJInuch KyCOUKAMHA MpaMopa.
Teno yxe okoueneno. Ha pykaBe renepana Obutia BHJHA KOPOTKas MOJIOCA KPOBU: TEpe] TEM Kak
yOpaTh KMHkaJl B HOKHBL, OH BBITEP €r0 O COOCTBEHHYIO OJCKIY.

Kectpen BcTpeTunack ¢ oTioM B3IsA0M. [1a3a reHepasia ObUTH TaK e XOJOIHBI, KaK U Iia3a
MepTBenla Ha mnoay. KecTpen OTKpbpUia poT, HO TyObl HE IOBHHOBAJIMCH €#l, OyITo ObUIM
oTMopoxkeHbl. He B cocTOsSIHUM 3arOBOPUTH, AEBYIIKA 3aKpHYaia.

Kanuran 3axxan e por. Oren orBen B3rsiA. Kectpen 3amepia.

— MBI ibITa€MCsi COXpaHUTh BCE B TailHE, — MOSACHUJI uMmIieparop. — KpoMe Hac, HUKTO He
OyZneT 3HaTh, YTO Thl COBEpIMIA. Takoe Helb3s BHICTABIATh Ha MyONUKY. Sl HE MO3BOJIO, YTOOBI
TBOW MOCTYIKK 00eCcYeCTUsIM TBoero orma. — Mmmneparop 3abpan u3 HoxeHn Kecrpen kunxan. —
3710 Moe. A 3TO, — OH TOKa3all e CI0KEHHBIN JIUCT HOTHOW Oymaru, — TBOE.

Ee nucemo.

— Het, — nonsbItanack ckazarb Kectpen B cosnieHyro 1aJioHb KalMTaHa, OMHAKO TOT CXkaJj el
4enocTh. iMmeparop J1eroHbKO IPUKOCHYIICS K PYKe CTpakHUKA, 4TOOBI MOBEpHYTH Juio KecTpen
K ceoe.

— Het? — mnepecnpocun umneparop. — Kectpen, eciau Obl T€Os Cynuyiv, TBO€ MUCHMO
MOCTYXKHWJIO Obl JTOCTaTOYHBIM NpU3HaHMEM. — Ero roioc ObLI MOJIOH COXaJI€HUS, HO HE O
Kectpen. — S mor 661 youts Te6s mpsimo ceityac. Uto Th1 3a 3Mest! Kakas y)xacHast Harpajia TaKOMYy
YeJI0BEKY, KaK TBOU orell. OH MpHIliea KO MHE.

N3 rna3 Kecrpen norexkin cie3bl. OHU CMOYMIIM KOCTSIIIKY MAJIBIIEB KAITUTAHA CTPAXKHU.

— OH npullen U pacckazall MHE MIpaB.y, 4ero Obl eMy 3TO HU cToui0. OH HE CTaBUJI YCIOBHM,
He monun o Muiiocepauu Wiy CMSATYeHUU HakazaHus. OH MpOCTO MOBeJal MHE MpaBay O TBOEM
npenarenscTBe. M3 Bcero, yemy Obl Thl Hay4yHJIACh, CTaB HMMIIEpATpUIlE, NIABHOE BOT B YEM:
Jay4ias 11000Bb — BEPHOCTb.

Kectpen nmonbITanack NOCMOTPETh Ha OTIIA, HO KAlMTaH KPEMKO Aepxkan ee nuio. JleBymka
conpoTuBisiack. OHa MbITAIaCh BHIPBATHCS, HO XBATKA MYXYMHBI CTaJla €€ KIETKOM.

Nmniepatop npoaoIKulL:

— DTa 1000Bb TYCKHEET MOoCcie Ka3HU TBoero pedeHka. [loaToMy s He MOry OTILIATUThH 3a
BepHOCTh TpasiHa TBOEH KPOBBIO MJIM OTAATh T€OSI MOEMY KallUTaHy U €ro YpOIJIUBOMY HUCKYCCTBY
nomnpoca. Eme onHa Bellpb, KOTOPYIO Thl Obl y3Haja, — €CJIU Obl COMIACHIIACh YUUTHCSA Yy MEHS, —
3TO TO, YTO 5 TaK € BEPEH TBoeMy OoTiy. S Oyay 3allMIaTh €ro Tak e, KaK OH 3alMIIaeT MEHS.
DTO0 03Ha4aeT, YTO Thl OTIPABIIACIILCS HA CEBEP.

B tynnpy. B TpynoBou sareps. Kectpen ensa moriia BIOXHYTb.

— Te1 gymana, s HU 0 4eM HE NOHO3pEBAI? — THUXO CIPOCHI uUMHeparop. — S yxe
HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI CIIEINII 32 BCEMU NMEPEIBUKEHUSIMUA T€PAHCKOTO0 MUHUCTpA. JItoau Buenu, Kak




OH BCTpEYaJICsl CO CIYXKaHKOM-BaIOpUAaHKOW. S cripocuii cedsi, Momia JIU 3TOM CIYXKaHKOU OBITh
Tbl. BO3MOHO 7111, 4TOOBI THI TaK JIETKO TMpeJiaja CBOK CTpaHy, OCOOEHHO KOT/a €€ MPaKTUUYECKU
ornanu Tede B pyku. Ho roau ciocoOHbI Ha Bee.

Pyka kanuTana 3armymmiia ciioa Kecrpen. JleByilka cama He 3Hana, 4TO MMbITAJIACh CKa3aTh.

— BO0O3MOXHO, ThI cuuTaellb, YTO S HE MOTY CJejaTh TakK, 4TOObI Thl MCYE3Jla, — TOBOPHUJI
umneparop. — UTo npuaBopHbie OyayT 3ajaBaTh CIUIIKOM MHOTO BOIPOCOB. BOT Kakyr UCTOpUIO
1 UM pacckaxy. IIpuHI] U ero HeBecTa ObUIM HACTOJIBKO OXBAu€HBI JIHOOOBBIO, UTO MOXKEHUJIUCH
BTailHE U Oexalli Ha I0XKHbIE 0cTpoBa. HekoTopoe Bpemsi crycTst — uepe3 Mecsil? aBa? — MpuayT
BECTH O TOM, 4TO Tkl 3a00Jiena. Penkas 001€3Hb, KOTOPYIO HE MOXKET U3JI€YUTh JaKe MOU JIEKAph.
B umniepun o0bBsIT, 4TO THI MepTBa. TeOst OyIyT ONJIaKUBATh.

Bo3MoxkHO, B KOMSIX TYHAPHI Thl 000 BceM 3alymemib. S ciblman, TaM, B TEMHOTE, TaK U
npoucxoaut. Hanerock, uto 3a0ynet u TBoi otell. YTo oH 3a0yaeT Te0st U TBOM 1m030p.

KecTpen ykycuia kanutaHa B JagoHb. OH Jake HE B3APOTHYJ, HO, YYBCTBYs, KaK €€ pOT
HAIOJIHAETCSI KPOBbIO, JIEBYIKA YTpaTUJia KOHTPOJIb HaJl co0oi. OHa cTajna U3BUBAThCA M30 BCEX
cuJl. 3ByKH, KOTOpbIE OHA U3/aBaja, ObLIM MOX0KHU HA PhYAHUE KUBOTHOTO.

— Ornyctute ee, — npuKas3al OTell.

Kectpen Opocunack k Hemy. OHa MOCKOJIB3HYJIACh B KPOBU U yIalla €My Ha TPylib, UEIISSCH
3a €ro OACXKIY U PhIIas.

— Iloxamyiicta, He Aenai 3TOro, — yMoJIsijia OHa, XOTS HUYETO U3MEHUThH yXKe ObLTIO HeJb3sl.

['eHepai na)ke HE MOMBITAJICS IPUKOCHYTHCS K HEM.

— 1 xoren BeputTh TeOEe, — npoienTtan oH. — S mbiTanca. Ho s He cMor yoeauTh ceds 10
KOHIIA.

KecTpen cxana B Kylakax TKaHb €ro Kam3oJia U MpHKaJach JUIOM K ero rpyad. Ee mieun
JEPTaIUCh.

— S ne...

— He xotena? Kak MmoHO nipeiaTh, HE Kenast Toro?

— Tloxanyiicra, — ymoisiia Kectpen. Ona GoJibliie He MOTjia IPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA.

— 4 ocraBun TBoM nokou. Hamen munuctpa. O6bickain ero. [Ipountan nucsmo. Y youn ero.
W naxe torga s comHeBacs. [Jaxke Toraa st HE MOT B 3TO MOBEPUTH. S HE MOT OBEPUTH, YTO 3TO
OblJIa UMEHHO ThI.

— Ilana, noxanyiicta. — Kectpen 3axiieObiBasiach ciie3aMu. — S 10010 Te0s1.

['eHepan MeMJIEGHHO M OCTOPOKHO pa3Xkaj €€ majblbl U BeicBoOOAmics. Kamurtan cTpaxu
NPUOTU3UIICA.

["eHepait roBOpUII THXO, UTOOBI €0 CJI0BA YCIBIIIAIA TOJIBKO J0Yb.

— Kectpen, — ckazan oH, — TbI pa30uia MHE cep/Le.
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Ha noBepxHOCTH BOJIBI TOPENT PaCcCBET.

Apuny noBe3no. OH yCKOJIb3HYN M3 JIBOpLAa cpasy IOcCJe TOTO, Kak paccraics ¢ TeHCeHOM.
DneranTHas KpernocTh TOT/A BhINIAJIENA pacCestHHOM, OyaTo ee sHeprus OblUla HalpaBieHa BHYTPb
ce0s1, Ha YTO-TO JIPYroe.

ApuH oTMaxHylcs OT 3Toil mbiciu. Ceilyac, Korna OH CTOsUI Ha nainy0e KopaOis JIUIOM K
BOCXOJSIIIEMY COJIHILY, OHA IOKA3aJIaCh €MY IIYIOM.

ApuHa HUKTO He 3aMeTmi1. HukTo He oOpaman Ha Hero BHUMaHusA. OH no0pasics 10 raBaHU.
Jlyn cunbHbIA nonyTHBIA BeTep. Kopabib oTuanui.

W TOnbKO KOrja OH MOKWHYI TaBaHb, YTO-TO HAKOHEI[ CTaj0 MPOUCXOAUTh. B cBeTe myHbI
ApUH yBUJEN TSOKENbIE BaIOpHaHCKUE Kopadiiu ¢ AByMsi OatapeiiHbiMu nanydoamu. OHM ceoBalu
3a ero kopabieM. MojogoMy 4eI0BEeKY HE YIajJoCh MOKUHYTh CTOJIHUILY HE3aMEUE€HHBIM — IPOCTO
€ro 3aMeTwWiii caumkoM no3aHo. [locienoBana 3amepxkka. MemmmTenbHOE OCO3HaHUE. ApPHUH
NpeACTaBUIl, KaK BaJOPUAHIIbl B CyMaroxe OTHPaBIAIOT 3a HUM MoroHto. Ho ero kopalib ObICTpO
BCIIaxuBaj BOJHBL. Bo BpeMeHa rocmoicTBa I'epaHa B Mope €ro KamuTaH ObLI OIHUM M3 CaMbIX
YMEJIBIX MOPSIKOB. Betep Obul HA UX CTOPOHE: OH MOATOHSII KOpadiib 1 HAOPOCHUII Ha JIYHY TEMHYIO
maiak o0makoB. K paccBeTy BasiopuaHcKre KOpaOiIu UCUYE3IH.

[lepenpimka Obuta Hemonroi. Bamopuaniel 3Hanmu, Kyma ApuH Hampasiscsa. Mmmepus
OTIPABUT €My BJIOTOHKY BOWHY, HO NOKa ApPHH COCpPEIOTOYMIICS HAa 3BYKE, C KOTOPBIM BETEP
xjectan no mapycam. OH CMOTpen, Kak H3-3a TOPU30HTAa IMOAHSJIOCHh MOKpPOE COJIHIE. ApUH
MO3BOJIUII MOPCKOMY BO3/IyXy HAIIOJIHUTH JIETKHE U MOYYBCTBOBAJ C€0s1 CBOOOHBIM.

ApUH packpbul HEOOIBIION MONOTHAHBIN cBepTOK. Kunxkan Kectpen Onecten. ApuHy OOJbIIE
He ObUIO OOJBHO CMOTPETh Ha HEro, ¥ OH CyMell OLIEHUTh KpacoTy opyxus. B cBere conHua
CBEpKAJI0O po3oBoe cepaue pyomHa. [lozonmodueHHas pykosiTh Kas3ajdach  BOAOBOPOTOM
paCILIaBICHHOr0 METaJlJIa. ApUH B3BECUJI KMHKAJI B pyKe. TOT e1Ba JIM YTO-TO BECHUIL.

Jla, on ObUT KpacuBbIM. HO 3TOI MpUYMHBI HEAOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI XPAHUTH YTO-TO, YTO TebOe
HE HYXXHO.

ApuH BBIOPOCHIT KHUHXKAJI B MOPE.

OH 1IBUT IOMOM.

* ok Xk

[ToBo3ka octanoBmIack. Hy:kHO OBLTO HATTOUTH JIOMIAICH.

ComnHile yxe BcTtasio. Yepe3 MaleHbKOE 3apelIeYeHHOE OKHO MOBO3KH Majanu ero jgydu. OHu
OCBETHUJIM CKOBaHHBIC 3amsACThs Kectpesn, 6€3BOJIbHO JiexKalme y Hee Ha KoJieHsXx. JleBymika Obuia
OJIeTa B TO )K€ CUHEE IIJIAThE, UTO U BUEpA BEUEPOM. XOTs MOBO3Ka OCTaHOBUJIACh, KecTpen Bce elwe
Ka3allock, 4TO ee rpydo Oonraet. Ee ria3a onyxiu u 0oJjiesid OT CBETA.

Ho 4dro-To 3actaBuio ee BcTars Ha Horu. CiioBa Apyroro si3bika, KOTopblii Kectpen 3Hana He
xyxe cBoero. CHapy»xH KTO-TO TOBOPHII MTO-T€PAHCKH.

Kectpen npubnusuiace k okHy. CTpakKHUKOB €d BUJHO He Obu1o. CHauanma oHa BOOOIIE
HHUYETO HE YBHUJENA: COJIHIIE CBETUIIO CIMIIKOM sipko. Ho 3aTreM mepen IeByIIKOW MPEACTAIN THUKH
nycThiX Top. OHa CHOBA yclblana rojioc: Kakou-To My>K4YMHA TOBOPHUJI MO-T€PAHCKU CO CBOMMU
JOIAABMH. 3BSIKHYJO ITYCTOE METAJUIMYECKOE Bepo. Pa3zancs 3Byk maroB Mo KAMEHUCTOM IMOYBE.



— IIpomry Bac, — tuxo nmo3Baina Kectpen Ha s3bike myxxunHbl. [llaru 3amepnu. Hapyunukn
Kectpen ymapunucs apyr o Jpyra, Korja oHa 3acyHYl1a OOJIBIION M yKa3aTeIbHBIN MaJIbIIbI B JICBBIM
pykaB. JleBylika BbITallIa MOJIb, KOTOPYIO CIIpsITaia B HEM PaHbILE U MPOTSIHYIIA €€ Yepe3 MPYThs
pemeTkn. — Bo3pMHuTE 3TO.

[Ilarm meieHHO TPUOIM3MIKCh. KecTpenl mo-npekHeMy He ObLIIO BHUJIHO CaMOr0 MY)KYHHY,
HO OH HaBEpHSKa CTOSUI MpSIMO MmoJ ee pykoil. KecTpen BeITSHYnach, Aepxka MOJb B nanbiax. Ee
3aISICThE NEePENABUIIO, U JIAJIOHb Ha4YaJla HEMETh.

On B3s11 Mob? OHa npocto ynana? B pyke Kectpen yxxe Huuero He 0b1o.

— Ilepenaiite ee ceoeMy rydoepuatopy, — npoienrtana Kecrpen. — Ckaxure Apuny...

Pa3pancsa BCKpUK M TsDKENbIM 3BYK NaJieHUs. PyraHp mo-BaJIOpMAHCKH, IIAPKAHBE HOT I10
3eMIIe.

— Uto oHa Tebe nana? — CpOoCui OJIMH U3 CTPAKHUKOB-BAJOPHUAHIIEB.

— Huuero, — oTBeTHs repaHen.

JIBepria moBo3kM pacmnaxHyinack. Kectpen 3abunack B yroj. durypa cTpaXHHKa Ka3ajlach
OO0JIBIION TEMHOW TEHBIO Ha (POHE MPUUMHSIOLIETO 001 Oes1oro cBera. durypa npuodIN3uIach.

— Yro TBI €My nana?

CHapyxu Bce elle JOHOCHUINCH rpyoble 3BykHu. IIporecTsl. becriepemonnsiii 06pick. Ho uTo, E
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YBUIAT cTpaxHuku? lloTrpenannyro monbs. Huuero nenHoro. Huvero BaxHOro.
OOBIYHBIN BpeIUTENb, CIUBAIOIMICA ¢ (DOHOM.

Crpaxnuk cxBarun Kectpen 3a ruieun. JleBylka MNOAHsJIA CKOBaHHBIE PYKH, IBITAsACh
YKPBIThCS 382 HUMU.

A JII0/IA B 3TO BpeMsI IIPOCHINAINCh U BCTPEUaiy Hauyajao 0OBIYHOTO JIHS, OOBIYHOTO, KaK MOJIb.
Kectpen omnakuBana takue qHU. [Ipyu MbICIIH O TOM, KaKUM ObLT OBl €€ HcalbHbIi OOBIYHBIN JEHbD,
OHa 3axkxmypuiia ria3a. Konnas nporynka ¢ ApuHoM. CKadyky HaleperoHKu.

«$l Oymy ckydars mo TeOe, Korja MPOCHYCh», — CKaszalla OHa Torga ApHHY BO CHE, Ha
IBOPLIOBOM JIyKanKe.

«He nipoceimancs».

[IpekpacHbIM OOBIYHBIM YTPOM OHA HajuBajia Obl yail oTiy. OH cka3zan Obl eil, 4To OOoJbIIe
HHUKOT]Ia HE OCTABUT €€ OJHY.

Kro-T1O Tpsic ee. Kectpen BcCmoMHMIIA, 4TO 3TO CTPAXKHUK.

OHa BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO €U TOJIBKO YTO HUCIOJHHUIIOCH BOceMHalarh JieT. OHa 3axiieOHyIach
CMEXOM, KOIja MpeACTaBUJIa, KaK HMIIEPATOp OOBICHSIET €€ OTCYTCTBHE MPUIBOPHBIM,
coOpaBIMMCS U1 €€ BBICTYIUICHUS. J[eByllke Ka3aloCch, YTO OHA CMEETCS, HO MOTOM 3BYK Hadal
pBarbCs MO KpasMm U aparthk el ropino. Jiumo Kectpen 6p10 MOKpbiM. COJEHBIMHU ClI€3aMH SKIJIO
r'yOBI.

Ee nenp poxaeHus. «5 NOMHIO TOT J€Hb, KOTAA Thl POAUIACh, — FOBOPHI €€ oTel. — S Mor
yliepKaTh T€OST OJTHON PYKOW».

Crpaxuuk ynapui Kecrpen o nuiy.

— S cipocu, 4TO THI €My Jaa?

«Jlaxke Torna y Te0st ObUIO cep/ilie BOMHAY.

Kectpen crumronyia KpoBb.

— Hwuuero, — otBeTuna ona crpaxxunuky. OHa nomgymana o6 orime, 00 Apune. U conrana erre
pa3: — S eMy HMYEro HE AaBaja.
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