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OBLOBEBWAA, HAXOAACb HA FpaHW pasopeHua, A 3aKkaw4una caenky u
Tenepb [OMXHA BbIMFpaTb OT6Op HEBECT, KOTOPbIi, HE UCK/JIKWYEHO, MOXeT
CTaTb CMepTeNibHbIM ANA MeHA. Befb 3a cepiue ero Be/nyecTBa, a TOYHee
3a BNlacTb, byayT 60poTbCsA cpa3y ceMb NpeTeHAEeHTOK U3 APYrux WUMMNepuii.

Ho A u He pgoragpiBanacb, 4TO CaMbiM OMACHbIM ANA MEHA CTAHET He
oTbop, a cekpeT umnepaTopa..

CekpeT WUmnepaTopa, wan BpoBa Ha oTbope - Kk bepe!
AHHOTauuMsa K KHure "CekpeT WmnepaTtopa, wam BpoBa Ha oTbope
- K b6epe!"

OBLOBEBWAA, HAXOAACb HA rpaHuW pasopeHua, A 3akaw4Yuna caenky u
Tenepb [OMXHA BbIMIFpaTb OT6Op HEBECT, KOTOPbIi, HE UCK/JIKYEHO, MOXeT
CTaTb CMepTeNibHbIM ANA MeHA. Befb 3a cepiue ero Be/nyecTBa, a TOYHee
3a BNlacTb, byayT 60poTbCsA cpa3y ceMb NMpeTeHAEeHTOK U3 APYruUx WUMMepuii.

Ho A M He poragbiBanacb, 4TO CaMbiM OMACHbLIM ANA MEHA CTAHET He
oTbop, a cekpeT umnepaTopa..

CekpeT WmnepaTtopa, unauM BpoBa Ha
oTbope - Kk bGepe!

Kopp KpucTuHa
1
nhaBa nepBas

«fl  JONXHA 6blla  HACTOPOXUTBLCA, HO MOXOXe WHTyuuus pewuna
NOKWUHYTb
MeHA...»

U3 pasmblwneHnii dmmbl OBepBYySA
C camoro Ha4Yana BCE BbIrnAf4eno nogo3puTesbHO.

MpurnaweHune Ha “MNepaTopCKUi 6an, KoTopoe Henb3A
NpOUrHOPUPOBaTb, MNPUrNAWIEHHbIE HA HEro He3aMyXHUe AEBYWKU U cpenu

HUX [0ABHO Bbledwve M3 6payHOro Bo3pacTa, U A - OBAOBEBWAS rpaduHA C
pa30peHHbIM UMEHWEM.

Hac 6yaTto cneunanbHo cobpanum B OFpoOMHOM CBepKawwem 3ane, C
KaMeHHbIMU BUTbIMK KOJIOHHaMM , KoTopble, KakK 6bl yAepxusanu
pacnucHoi notonok. Cobpanu, CNAOBHO CTafo Ha yboil u 3anepnu 3a Hamu
BbICOKME MONyKpyrble aBepu. A 4TobObl He MbITaNUCb cHexaTb, OTBAEKU
BHUMaHue poMaHTU4eCcKomn menoaunen, KOTOpYI0 nrpanu NCKYCHble
MY 3bIKQHTbI. HaBepHoe, nydume B MMnepuoHe. Pasganu dyxepeol, B



KOTOPpbIX UCKpUNOCh 30/10TUCTOE wamnaHckoe n3 UMNepaTopCKnUX
norpeboB, yrocTuan 3aKyckamu W faxe MNpUrnacuavM KaBajepos.

A NOJIXHA 6blna HACTOPOXUTbLCA, HO C/IOBHO crneuunasbHO
UrHOpUpoOBasa BCE TPEBOXHble 3BOHOYKM, XOTA OHU Oojblie HANOMUHANU
yAapbl KoJiokona.

... CO OHA CMepTU MyXa A HUKYyOa He BbIXOoAuna.

OTBbIK/A oT TOpPXeCTBEHHbIX npuémos, oT UHTEeNNeKTYaNnbHbIX
CBETCKMN WUrp, B KOTOpble TakK JWOAT WUrpaTb apuCcToKpaTbl. Pasyuunachb
MOHMMATb MHOTrO3HAYMTENIbHble Nay3bl WM CKpbITbIA  NoaTekcT. ATmocdepa
aywuna. ..

Ho 6onbwe uapswero B Bo3jgyxe nadoca, YrHeTano npucTasbHoe
BHUMaHue
umnepaTopa.

CallpoH pe Ta CeabMoW OTKasancs OT TOPKECTBEHHOW 4YacTu, rpae
Kaxgas fAeBywka wumena 6bl YecTb JIMYHO CKJIOHWTb MNepef HUM TONoBYy MU

npeactaButbcsa. OH Habnwaan 3a HaMM C  BbICOTH CBOEro TpoOHa, u3pepnka
obmMeHNBaAChb KOPOTKUMHU dpasam C XyZAOWaBbIM, 4yepHObOpPOBbLIM
COBETHUKOM, W MeHA 6pocano B ApOXb OT 3TOrO LENKOro, WCMbIThBAWWErO

B3rfifafa YEPHbIX, HEMpPOHMLAEMbIX rnas.

Kasanocb, wmnepaTtop Jenaet B CBOeW [O/I0OBE NOMETKU, aHanusupys
Hawe
nosegeHne. lNpucmatpuBaeTcAa. Yero-Tto XAET.

Ecnn packpow Beep U 0bMaxHyCb, BbldaM CBOE BOJIHEHME. TaHUbl, Kak
W CNUPTHOE MHEe He WHTepecCHbl, U BCE, 4YTO MOry B 3TOW CUTyauum - MNpocTo
HabnwaaTb

3a OKpyXawwumu .

Al 6bl Mo4YuMTana, HO Takoe nNoBeAeHWE MOXeT OCKOpbUTb umnepaTopa.
Ecau OH noyyBCTBYET MO& npeHebpexeHune, nonagy B HesnoBKoe
nosioxeHue.

A a He mory. lpaduHa OBepBya
BeAET cebs AOCTOMHO B wboi
cutyaummn. Ho 31O MeHs He ybeperno..

MMnepaTop BO3HMK 3a CMNUHOMN, CNOBHO MNpU3paK, HO eWé Ao Toro, Kak
OH BEeXIMBO KaWwnAHyn B Kynak, A KOXen owyTuna ero npucytcteue. [o
CNMHe Mnonosa3 JIMNKWUA MNPOTUBHLBIA  XONOAOK AYpPHOro npeadyBCTBUA, a
mMecTo

Mexay nonaTkamu, Kyja nafjan npucTabHbli
B3rndag, Xrno.

MHe He  CTOMNO  YCWAUA  HATAHYTb  Ha  JIMUO  BEXIMBYKW  Macky,
MOBEPHYTbCA UM YYTUBO CKJOHUTb TO/MIOBY B MOKJIOHE, WCMOJIHAA peBepaHcC.

- Bawe BenuyecTBoO.



- Nepu OsepByAa, - npoTAHYN umnepaTop, 6e33MoUMOHaNbHO
ynblibaacb, HO rnasa CMOTpenuM HacMmewnuBo. B rnybuHe «4E€pHOM 3aBoOAM»

Tnenm NCKOPKMU BecesbA. Barnag  nputAaruvean " oTnyruean, XOTenochb
NPUABUHYTLCA 6aMKe U OTNPAHYTb.. — Y BacC O4YeHb CKy4awwuin Bug. f

Ha4yuHaw  AymaTb, 4yTO CUNbHO  owubcA C BbIGOPOM  My3bIKaSIbHOT O
COMpoBOXAEHUA .

NogaBuna ManofywHoe XenaHue nepefepHyTbCA U HENPUHYXAEHHO
yNblbHYnacb,
CKpbiBaa 6ecrnokoncTBo.

- YT10 BbHI, Bawe BenuyecTBO, MPOCTO A AABHO He nocewana banvl. U
NPpU3HATbCA.. MHE HEMHOro He TMOHATHO, 3a4eM MeHA npuraacuaun? -
nogHana B3rnsaf, 3aTauB AblXaHWe, U YCUIMEM BOAM He OTBesia ero. TEMmHble
rjasa CMoTpenn BHUMATENbHO M BUAE/N HACKBO3b.

Ecnu 66l He pAAWHHbIe 4YEpHble nepYaTku, BCce 6bl yBUAenu, Kak Mos
TOHKas KOXa MOKpbIBAETCA MypawKamu.

- Xopouwuin Bonpoc, neau OBepBYA, - AENAHHO 33AYMYUBO MNPOTAHYN
uMmnepaTtop, OyATO MUrpas CcoO MHOW, KaK XMWHWK C Hepa3syMHOW XepTBOW.
MHe He HpaBATCA Takue WUrpbl.

OonycTuna B3rnsa, npeanovyuTas pa3rnagpiBaTb 30/0TYHW BbiUMBKY Ha

rpyam
ero MyHaupa.

- A camu KakK AymaeTe? - OH C/lerka CKJ/IOHW/ FOJIOBY, OTYero TEMHble
npsaav, BblbuBWMECA U3 TYroro XBocCcTa, YManu Ha Jvuo.

«[lymaw, MHe BC& Xe nmMopa BbNUTb» - YyxBaTuana 6okan C nojHoca
npoxoAswero cAyru u npurybuna. Hagewcb wMnepaTop MNpPOCTUT MHe
TaKyl BONbHOCTb. Ero ry6bl U30rHy/iMCb B MPOHUYHON NErKOW ynblbKe.

- Monaraw, cyaAa no cTaTycy nNpuUrnawéHHelX fAam, Bbl uvuMTe cebe
HeBecTy, — MpOM3HecNa, He APOrHyB, W chenana ewé rnotok. lWamnaHckoe
NMokanbiBaso My3bipbKaMM Ha KOpHe fA3blKa, a BO PpTy pacTekanca MefoBO-
ArOAHbIA  C  KWUCIAMHKOW BKYC.. — TO/NbKO MNOYEMYy-TO TakuM CTpPaHHbIM
obpasom.

«M3 TakKux CTpaHHbIX MpeTeHAeHTOK..» — 3aKOH4YuJa MbIC/IEHHO.

- Bbl cTONb Xe nMpoHWUaTenbHbl, KaKk WM KpacWBbl, — CKYMO YCMeXHyncA
uMnepaTop, OTBeWwuBas NYCTOW KOMMIUMEHT.

3a ero c/sioBaMu Kpblacb Hekas 3aAyMYMBOCTb, KOTOpas Tenepb He
byneTt
JaBaTb MHe Nokos.

My3bIKaHTbl 3aurpanu BasbcC.

- OkaxuTe MHe 4YecCcTb? - WMMAepaTop MNPOTAHYN NafoHb, OOTAHYTYH



6enoi
TKaHbl) NepyaToK, CKJAOHMB MpU 3TOM FONOBY
Y4YTMBOM MOKJIOHE.

- C npeBenukum ypoBonbCTBUeM, Bawe BennyectBOo, - 0OTO3Banachb,
MUCMONIHAA KHUKCEH W BJIOXWJAQ CBOW nafoHb B ero. Xéctkyw. Kasanocb,
OHa MOXeT CMATb MOM Mafblpl, KaK b6ymary, OAHMM HaxaTuWeM..

Pa3Be Morsna A oTKa3aTbCA?.. B 3TOM BCA CYTb MPUABOPHOro 3TUKETA.
Kpyrom yc/nOoBHOCTU, KOTOpble MO CYTU HMYEro He 3Ha4daT, Tbl MPOCTO
NOJIXeH

NOAYUHATBLCA TOMY, KTO MO CTATycCy Bblle. HeHaBuxy
6ansl...

CMyrnaa Koxa wuMnepaTopa CcBepkana B cBeTe JaMn, ero 6e3[0HHble
rnas’a, Kasajucb elWé TemMHee W 3aTAruBanu MoJobHO HEHACLITHOW TbMe.

. O HEM XOOWUT MHOXEeCTBO CNlyXxoB.

Ho ¢akT ocTaétcAa ¢aktom. CalpoH ge la - BAMATENbLHLIN, ONACHbLIN,
cnpaBeAsMBbIA U CaMbld  3aBUOHbIN  XEHUX He TOJIbKO Hawenh umnepuu.
wbaa ©Obl pama oTpana emy CBOE cepaue, He 3agymbiBascb. CAuwKoMm
KpacuB. Cavwkom YyMEH U obasaTeneH. YypoBuwHo obaaTeneH. Mypawku
No KOXe OT ero 3HepreTuKM..

Mepes Hamm paccTynanucb. [epBbii TaHeUw wuMmnepaTop TaHuyeT C
BAOBOW..  AaBHO A He nony4yana CTOJ/IbKO BHUMaHUA " 3aBUCT/INBbIX
B3rnagos.

Opefepuk peako BbIBOAWS MeHs B cBeT. Ho MHe #  He HyxXHO 6bl1o.
Nbawmin 3ab60T/IUBbIN MYX ] TuUxoe cemeiiHoe cyacTbe BMOJIHE
ycTpauBarno..

UmnepaTtop cpenan HepBHﬁ war, a A BblHYyXgeHHO noAa4YunHuNnachb,
noacTpanBadacChb
nog ero tTemn.

- CKONbKO Bbl yXe BAOBCTByeTe, feau OBepByA? - nwboi XeHwuHe
BOnpoc

nokasanca 6bl 6€CTakTHbIM, He 3ajaill ero
umnepaTop.

- Tpu roga, Bawe Benu4yectBO, - oTBeTuaa, Npogosxas PuUKCuMpoBaTb
B3rNA4 Ha MesibKawwux roctAx. [OBOPAT, TakoW HaKJIOH roOJIOBbl BO BpeMA
TaHUa CaMmbli NpaBUNbHLIA U 3PPeKTHbIM. Yywb. XyTKO HeynobHO u wes
6bICTpO

3aTekaeT..
- 3a Tpu rofa Bbl He pa3syyuauCb TaHuUeBaTb.

- Bbl NMbiTaeTecb MeHA OCKOpP6UTb MAM BCE Xe caenaTb KOMMIUMEHT?

- A 4TO Bbl nNpegnoymTaeTe? — OT CKOJIb3MBWEW B rojoce OMacCHOCTHU



cTano
HeywTHO.

- MNpepno4unTaro nepesecTu B3rnag. YcTana, - nocmoTpena
uMmnepatopy B rnasa 6e3 TeHM cTpaxa W BexanBo yablbHynacbs. B Hapoge
NPUHATO CYuUTaThb, 4YTO  XOopowue  MaHepbl  apucToOKpaTKaM  BJIMBAWT C
MOJIOKOM MaTepu, MeHA BUAMMO He KOpMUAM BOBCe. MHorpga A 3abbiBai C
Kem rosopw. - [lpowy npoweHnAa, - NoTynuna B30Op, HO FOJIOBY He BepHyna
B WUCXOAHOe TnoJioXeHne. MoA penyTauuMa W TakK nocTtpajana. OAuH TaHey
He

ycyrybuT cuTyaumio.

- Bawa 4ecTHOCTb rpaHu4uT c 6e3ymumem, - a BOT 3TO 6Osblie NOXOxe
Ha HacToAwyw noxBany. [okasanocb, wuMNepaTop BOCXUWEH. 3TO MJOXO.
OyeHb

naoxo...

Hukorga ewé y mMeHA He 6bl10 CTONMLKO Npobnem, Kak OT BOCXMUIWEHUA
B rJ1a3ax MyX4WH.

- Cnbwan, Baw Myx Obin a3apTHbM  4YesiloBEKOM, - W BOT ONATb,
pa3roBop uslpganeka, a A raga, K Yemy BeNMYECTBO K/JIOHUT. loyemy XoauT
Kpyramu, M 4TO MbiTaeTcA BbiBefaTb? YyBCTBYW, OT MOMX OTBETOB MHOroe
3aBUCUT, HO YTO MOTY W3MEHUTbL?

- Becbma, - oToO3Banacb yk/AOH4YMBO. - Ho Hegonro. [lo nepBou Aysau.

- Bbl yMmyapAeTecb MWpPOHM3MpPOBATb B TakKoW CUTyaUUU.. - CMeWoK
copBancA ¢ Tryb6 wumnepaTtopa W MNOTOHYN B HEeXHbIX 3BYKax Banbca. -
CoBceM He nwbunm ero?

MocmoTpena B qépr|e nyrawume rna3sa n oTBeTuNa 4YeCTHO.
HacTonbko 4ecTHO, 4YTO cama nopasunachb.

- [yun He 4Yaana B 3TOM YenoBeKe, W TONbKO MO3TOMY A0 CaMoil ero
CMepTM  3akpblBana rnasa Ha  as3apTHoe  yBjieyeHue. YTo  MoxeT  6biTb
CuUbHee

nbBKu, KoTopaA AenaeT Hac raynee, BepHO?

- BepHo.. - 3a4yMYMBO OTO3BaJICA MMMEpaTop M, KakK TONbKO My3blka
CTUXNA, NPOBOAU/I MEHA K CTOJly W BEX/JIMBO OTKNAHANCA, 6onble He 3aAaB
He eAMHOro Bonpoca.

06bner4éHHO B3[OXHYJAa, HO KaK BbIACHUIOCb YXe Ha cieaywmii
heHb,
paHo...

«Ecnn peHb He 3apancs, paccnabutecb U nNonydaTe HENPUSATHOCTU C
YAbIOKOW Ha nuue. YTO-TO W3MEHUTb Bbl yXe He B CUMax..»

Kak Tam B Hapoge roBopAT? [leHb He npepgsewan 6egpl? Tak BOT, MoM
npeasewan.



C camMoro yTpa MeHA MNOCeTWN MpUCTaB.

MyX4uHa BbITMpan co nb6a MOT YEPHLIM HOCOBBLIM MAATKOM W MbIXTEN,
Ton4acb Ha nopore, fAepxa MNOAMbILKON Manky C AOKYMEHTaMW.

- lMpoxopuTe, - nNpousHecna, BNyckaA COBCEM HexeslaHHOro rocTtA. Ho
vuo coxpaHuna. Kak 7] MaHepbl. Nlegn OBepByf Bcerga NOYTEHHO
npuHUMaeT rocTten. [laxe TakuUX, KaK rocnoguH [yHkK.

LyHK 6bln Kpyrn, KpaceH M COBCEM He obasTeneH.

- Yaw? MoxeT 6biTb.. XOTA HeT, Kobpe He npepgnoxy. Ero Her, -
YAbIGHYNlacb M XecToM npuraacuna 3a cTon.

- Jlegn OBepBya, - B3OOXHYN npucTtas, npoxogAa. - He noHumaw
Bawero >HTy3ua3ma. Pwuyapa beinn TpebyeT cBOM pAeHbru, Kak Bbl He
noHumaeTte!

«Puyapa beinun MHoro yero TpebyeT..»

- [lpekpacHoO noHuMaw, - OTO3BajlaCb, CTaBA YallKM Ha CTON. — MHe
HYXHO Tpu AHA, 4TOb6bl COobpaTb CyMMy MOSHOCTbH.

MpucTaB B3AOXHYN, CHOBA MPOMOKHYNn 06 M Tpy3HO ONycTUACA Ha
CTy/N. Xapa coBceMm fJokoHana 6eponary.

- Al He 3Haw, 4YTO C BamMu penaTb..
- A 3aHuMManacb C BaweW [o4Yepblw, MNOMHUTE? - He UCMbLITbIBaA

HENOBKOCTU, HAMOMHMAA W pasnaa nNo Yawkam caabo 3aBapeHHbi  4Yail.
Kaxablh nucto4Yek Ha Bec 30/0Ta.

- T-c.. - 3awunen [yHK, nNpWUKNAZbIBas >XMPHbIA naney K ryb6am u
3ao03upanca. — HUKTO He [JOAXeH 3HaTb 06 3TOM.
- HukTO ¥ He y3HaeT, - yAablbHynacb 6eccTpacTHo. - f  gOepxy CBOé

cnoBo. Ho no4yemy Bbl He AepxuUTe CBOE? MHe HYXHO.. TpWU AHA.

- [Ba, - oTpe3san [yHK, 3ajJnoM OCyWWn YawkKy W MNOMOpPWKICA.
CornacHa. He 4an, a nomou pegkocCTHble. [lpyroro HeT. - [lBa AHA, SMma,
nnn
A 3abupaw gom. bonbwe He
CMOTy TAHYTb. [pocTu..

- Cnacubo, - 06NEr4Y€HHO BbLIJOXHYNA M NPOBOAMAA [OPOrOro rocTA.
MpucnoHMNacb CMUHON K ABEpU U CMOPrHyna Xryyue cnésbl CThiga U
obuapl. XoTenocb m MHe KOoro-Hubynp WaHTaXMpoBaTb 60/1bHbIM

pebéHkom? He xoTenocs..

Ho [JyHk Tak 6oanca, 410 Bboicwumi CBeT y3HaeT o0 6onesHu ero
joyepu, 4yTOo  6YyKBaNbHO  BbIHYAUN  MeHA BOCMNO/Ib30BaTbCA 3TUM. fl



3arHaHHaA B yroa Mbillb, U A KyCalCb..

Yy MeHsA ecTb aBa OHA . YTo xe, yxe HenJaoxo. Ecnn CUNBbHO
nocTapawCb CMOry OpraHW30BaTb 3aKpbiTbii ayKUMOH U CObITb 3a HOYb TO,
4TO ycnena cnpATaTb. M oT Myxa, M OT MpuUCTaBOB.

MATb  KapTMH  6ONbWON  pefKoCTM U BLICOKOW  LEHbl, LeHuTenAam
UCKYCCTBa  MOHpaBATCA. XemuyxHoe  oxepenbe, cepbrm Cc  ToMasamu,
HeCKo/bKO

XpyCTanbHbln Bas...

nog pébpamum KONbHYNO.
3Toro BCE paBHO He XBaTuUT. YTobbl A He penana.. BCE 6HecnonesHo.
Cymma pgonra 6acHocsioBHaAa. Ho BCE Xe A MonbiTawchb.

Ecnu npuaértcsa oTaaTbh AOM, TO y MeHS BCE paBHO b6yAyT XOTb Kakue-TO
CpeAcCTBa, BblpyYeHHble C ayKuumoHa. Ha nepBoe BpemA XBaTUT. CHumy
KOMHATy B MOCTOAJIOM ABOpe, HANMyCb CUAENKOMW..

C Kaxgon Takolm Mmbicnein, BCE Oonblle KasaloCb, 4YTO A Je4vyy B
nponacTb. W c/NOBHO 3TOro mMano, MOTOMY 4TO Be4YepoM ABWJICA elWé OAWH
He3BaHbIl roCThb.

. TONbKO 3aKoH4YMNa C MNOArOTOBKOW K ayKUWOHY, [AOroBopunacb o

mMecTe M BpeMeHu, onnaTuaa  apeHAy M HanUTKU  FOCTAM, paboTy
opraHusaTopa, W BepHy/lacb JoMoW 6e3 cun, CTONTAB HOMM MO Camble
KONEeHW, BblpaxanaCb mMeTapopuyeckum A3bIKOM. WU BCE, 4ero MHe XOTenocChb,

3TO MOrpy3uTbCs B WWMKAPHYKW KPYr/yl BaHHY, KOTOpas y MeHA ewé ecTb,
Hano/MHWTbL My3aTblili 60Kan, COBCEM He BWHOM, a YeM-HUbyAb nokpenye, U

NPOCTO 3abbiTbCA HAa OAHY €AMHCTBEHHYW HOYb.

3aTAHyBWMIACA  npouecc  BbiNnAaThl  AOAra  M3pPAAHO  NOMOTan  MHe

HepBbl . Tpu roga. Tpu roga 6yMaxHom BOJIOKUTHI 7 cynebHbIX
pa3bupaTenbcte, 6OwpoKpaTU4eCKon BOWHbI. CAWWKOM Aaxe AaA  TakoWn

YNOpPHON U TepnenvBON XEHWWHbl, Kak f..

Ha Kpbiable MeHA nogxXugan 4YenoBekK, KOTOPOro A MeHblle BCero
Xenana korga-nubo BuaeTb U Tem 6Gonee 3HaTb. HaBepHoe, OH ewé paxe
6onee HenpuATHbIM, 4YeM NpUCTaB.

- Jlopa beitnn, - ynblbHynacb NpUTBOPHO, MOAHUMASCL K ABEPU MOEro
0CObHAKa. — Kak Bbl MONAaW Ha TeppuUTOPUI UMEHUs?

- Y Bac HeT cTopoxa, Jneau OBepByA, - PpaBHOAYWHO OTO3BaJICA
MYXYUHa , HarpagMe MeHA  CBOMM  XOJIOAHbIM  B3rNAAOM  MOXOTJ/IUBbLIX
ronybbeix rnas.

Yxe Tpu ropa >3TOT YenoBeK o66uBaeT nopor 3TOro Joma, fgenas
npecTpaHHble  NpeasioXeHus, BCé 6onblle 3aTtArMBaA MNeT/Jww Ha  MoeM
TOHKOW Wee, HOBbMA W HOBbIMM UCKaMuM. OH MOr MOKOHYUTb CO BCeM
[aBHbIM-1aBHO, HO [eHbrW.. BUAMMO, He camoe rJjaBHoe Ans nopaa. EcTb



ewe KOe-4To, 4YTO OH TaK OTYaAHHO MNblITaeTCA 3anoay4nTtb. MeHA.

- OTcyTcTBMe CTOpoxa He paéT BaM MpaBa MpoOHMKATb B  Yyxue
BnafeHus, -  MNpUTBOPHO  YyJ/blbHynacb UM CyHysna  OGpOH30BbIM KM B
3aMOYHYH CKBaXMWHY .

- Ja 6pocbTe, - NOMOpWMBWWCL, OTMaxHynAca OH. - Mol oba
npekpacHo

MOHUMAEeM, 4YTO 4Yepe3 HecKONbKO AHei 3To BCEé
CTaHeT MOWM.

- BoT yepes HeCcKoNIbKO aoHen n npuxoguTe, nopa beinn, -
nonbiTanacb NPOCKOYNTb " 3axXJI0MHYTb ABepb nepeng HarnbiM
CTEpPBATHUKOM, HO OH BbLICTABMWJI HOTY.

- 3MMa.. - HU3KWUIA 6apXaTHbIA Fos0C 3acTaBUA BHYTPEHHE CXaTbCSH.
Jlopa TonKHYyNn ABepb W BOWEN, BbIHYXAAaA MeHA OTCTYNUTb.

- YxoauTe, - BbiMOJIBUNA He TaK YBEpPeHHO, KakK XoTenocb 6bl. OT
3BOHa

B yWwax 3aKpyxunacb rososa.. —
ByabTe 6naropas3yMHb..

- He mory. - cunno oTo3Banca  beccTebkuint  nopa, cokpauwas
paccToAHWe  Mexgy  Hamu. CHAN  nepy4aTky, NPOTAHYNA  PYKY U HEXHO
KOCHYJICA MOe# lWeku. — He Mory Hu4Yero nopenaTb, Korfga pedb 3axoauT O

Tebe, -  HEeOXMAAHHO  npuxan MeHA K  cToay, cppiBad € Moux  ryb
CYZAOPOXHbIN , NCNyraHHbIN B340X. -  Cpanca  yxe. Mbl  06a OT  3Toro
BbIrpaeM...

CTUCHYB  3ybbl, COrHyna HOry B  KOJEHe U  OTMUXHY/Na  MYXYUHY,
MPOXWMras ero HeHaBWCTHbLIM B3TNALOM.

- fl HUKOrAa He NOAYMHICL YesnoBeKy, YbuUBLIEMY MOEro Myxa..
Jlopa, KpUBO XMbIKHYJ1 U BbINPSMUACA, COBCEM He Moka3biBas 6onb. A

A yBepeHa, yaap Mexay  HOr  MNpUYMHUA  eMy  OWYTWUMbIA.. M.
anckomdopT.
- Tnynaa 3Mma.. - HacMeWwnuMBO MPOTAHYA OH. - He MoHMMaewb? - K

CHOBA KOCHY/CA MOei wWeku, 3acTaBuMB B3APOrHYTb W AEpHYTbCA Hasag. -
Echu He cTaHewb Moel, s BO3bMy TebAa CuOW, a MNocne.. BblKMHY Ha
yaudy, Kak HeHYXHyl Bewb. Tbl 6yaewb ONO30peHa U YHWXKEHa.

- Kypa yx 6onbwe? - ycMmexHyfnacb rFpyCTHO, BbiTUpas C lWeku cnep
ero Meps3Koro TnpUKOCHOBEHUA. - YxoAuTe, BCTpeTUMCA Yepe3 JABa AHA,
Korpa

A BepHy BaM BeCb OCTaBwWMWicCA
nonr.

ToHKUe ry6bl nopa CKPUBWUAUCHL B UPOHUYHOWN ycCMellKe.

— JTOro HUKOrga He cay4uTcAa.



Habpana B nérkue nobonbwe  BO3AyXa, cobupasicb  HacTOWYMBO
BbIMPOBOAUTbL Mep3aBuUa, KakK CO CTOpPOHb BXOAa pa3faNocb BeXIUMBoe
nokawnumBaHue.

- T[powy npoweHna, HO ABepb O6b1a HAcTeXb pacnaxHyTa. fA He
nomewan?

Beitim  pe3ko obepHynca, cobupascb nNpuBbIMHO Trpy6o OTBETUTL B
CBOEN MaHepe, HO YBWAEB rOBOPUBWErO, BEeCb €ro Mbl yneTy4Yuncs.

- Bawe BennyecTBoO, - nepsoMn ncnonHuna peBepaHc " Yy4TUBO
CKJIOHWNa TronoBy B MNOKJOHe. He 3Haw 3a4YeM wumMnepaTop MOYTUA  CBOUM
npucyTCTBUEM,

HO KaK Xe A paja..

- Jlepn OBepByA, - KMBHY/Jl B OTBET uWMNepaTop, a 33 €ro ChnuWHOW
TEHbI MasAYUAU rBapAeiubl.

- Bawe BennyecTso, - O4YHynca  MmoM HACTbIpHbIN  yXaxép n
NOKJIOHUCA . - BblHYyXaeH OTKNaHATbCA. Mpouy npouweHuAa. Nepun
OBepBya, - npunoaHAn wnany, npouwancb, " BepHyn BHUMaHUA
uMnepaTopy.

- Bcero pobporo, nopa beinu, - He cTan 3agepxuBaTb TOT. - byabTe

OCTOPOXHbI

no nNyTu AOMOM.
- bnaropapi, - ewé pa3 NOKNOHWMACA NOPA W BbICKOYMA 33 ABepb.
WmnepaTtop nojgan  3Hak  ABYMA  NanbLamu, ] reapaenusl  XWBO
paccpefoToyYunIuCb MO MNepumeTpy OCObBHAKA. A Morna /vub BUAETb  UX

TeHU, MaAYusluine 3a BbICOKMMU OKHaMWU.

- He xouy, 4yTOObI HAc nobecnokouam wu npepsaan CTOJIb BaXHbIi

pasroeBop, - MNOACHMUA WMnepaTop, CHUMaA BeHely C TO/MOBbl UM 3aKpbiBas
TpoCcTbl ABepb. — fl npoiagy?

- TMoyTy 3a 4YecTb, - OTMep/ia W, WUCMNOJNIHUB KHUKCEH, nNpuraacuna
umnepaTopa

B FOCTUHYH.

HyTpo cTArveBano TpeBoroi. YTo Xe ero npuBeno?..
2.

Ero BennyecTBO ornagpiBajsca Mo CTopoHaMm, O6yATO oueHMBaA Moé
6enCcTBEHHOe MojloxeHMe. A A BbICTABAANA YallHbIA CepBU3, He WUCNbITbIBAA
HEeNoBKOCTH.

B foMe 4YMCTO, HEeCcMOoTps Ha TO, YTO MPUCAYFY MPUWNOCL PacnycTUTb,
HATLE HU MbUIMHKU, TONbKO TrOAble CTEeHbl W CBeT/ble cnegpl Ha HUX, rae
Korpga-To



BUCENN KAPTWUHbI, HEMHOrO MOPTAT 0bWWiA
BUA.

He xBaTaeT HeKkOTOpoii Mebenu W nNpeaMeTOB WHTepbepa, M A He
ycnena
pa3xeyb KaMUH, HO B LE/OM..

«Jlepgy  poONXHA yMeTb He TONbKO Mo3aboTuTbca o cebe B TpyAHble
BpemMeHa, HO U MepeHOCUTb UX C AOCTOMHCTBOM..» — BCMOMHWUAUCHL C/IOBa
Opepepuka, 3acTaBMB MeHA Ha  MrHoBeHue  3amepeTb ¢  dappopoBbiM
YaWHUKOM B pyKax.

Manbubl MaWWHaNBHO Oraagunu BHCTyHammMﬁ OpHaMeHT .

- O 4yém 3agymanucb, neaun OsepBya? 060 MHe? - HacCMeWIUBbINA
ronoc

uMnepaTopa MPOHMK B MOM MbICAIM, 3aCTaBNAA
BCTpeneHyTbCA.

Pasnuna  vai, NpUABMHYNA  YalKy K  WUMAepaTopy M Ba3oyky C
WwoKoNagHbIMN KOHPeTaMu B XpycTAwen obépTke, KoTopble Heperna, 4TO6bI
oTnpasfHoBaTb nobeay Haj CTepBATHUKOM beinu.

- Bawe BennyecTBoO, - CKNOHMUNA rosioBy B NErkom MOKJIOHEe "
onycTunachb B Kpecno HanpoTus, ycTpouBs pyKu Ha NOTEPTbIX
NOAJIOKOTHUKAX.

- Xopowo BuauTe B TeMHOTe? - WPOHUYHO T[OUHTEpecoBasACA OH,

B3rndAHyB Ha noracuwue Jsiamnbl.

- Ceilvac ewé p[oOCTAaTOMHO CBeTNO, - OTO3Banacb YKAOHYMBO. 3ayem
CcnpawuMBaTb NofobHoe y pa3opéHHOro 4yenoBeka? - f nNpocTto bepery BCE,
4yTOo eweé MoxHo ybepeyb. B TOM 4Yucne U KepocuH. Jlaxe cCBeYM.. -

npovsHecna BCNyX, He APOrHYB, XOTA MOXHO 6bl10 He oTBeYaTb. Ho nmycTb
3HaeT, MHe He4yero CTbAUTbCA.

Kakoe-To BpeMA Mbl MOJIHaNU. MMnepaTop CKOMb3unn nanbuem no
30/10TON  KaéMmke Yallku, NpUCcTanbHO TrnAaAgA Ha MeHA, a A Hacdjaxaanacb

KaxAbiM  rJIOTKOM  Tepnkoro BOCTOYHOro  4as. 3aBapuTb  uMnepaTopy
OelWeBbin , coBecCTb He nossosuna. 7 pas  Tak, Xo4y  B3ATb  OT
3TOMN

«lUepeMOHMnU» CnoJiHa.

- Bbl He 3apaéTe BOMNPOCOB, - KOHCTAaTMpPOBan BeIMYeCTBO, a Mexay
YEpHbLIX  bpoBeii Bpa3nér  3anerna XMypas cKnagka. - MNoyemy? Bam
HEeMHTepecHo?

- Monarana, Bawe BenuyecTBO, Bbl HAaYHETE pa3roBop nNepBbIM, KoOrga

nocYyMTaeTe HyxXHbM. BefAb 3TO Bbl HAHEC/IM MHE BW3UT, - 3aMeTWUNA TOHKO

M nogHecsa Yawky K ry6am, He ynycTuB W3 BuAy, KaK J[POrHY/AM 4YyTKO
ouYepyeHHble



rybol umnepaTopa.

- C Kaxgpm MrHoBeHuem, neanm OBepByA.. A Ha4YuHaAKW MOHMUMAThb,

novyemy Openepuk npsTan Bac. Henb3n Takoe CcokpoBMe
JeMOoHCTpupoBaTb BCeM... - JawbaAa 6bl Ha MOEM MecTe coyna ¢pasy 3a
KOMMNAUMEHT

W 3apgenacb, Havana
6narogaputb, HO, YyBbl, 3TO He OH.

fl Bcerga TOHKO 4yyBCTBOBana CKpbITbIN NnOATEeKCT. YyscTBOBana
aMouun cobecepHuKa, KoOTopble OH 3akjaagpiBan B CBOW pedyb. MoxeT,
noTtomy, 4To Opegepuk 6bl1  XOpOWUM y4yuTesnem, a MOXeT, npupoaHas
MHTYUUUA

HUKOrga He nogsoguna.

MeHs, 6yaTo 6bl, NPOAO/IKAWT MNpPOBEepsATb W  WUCNLITbIBATH. XenawT
MOHATb, HACKO/NbKO XOpowo A yMew JAepxaTb cebs, HACKONbKO XOpouwo
MOHUMaK Mnpoucxopduee.

- Mo MYX HUKOr aa MeHA He npAartan, Bawe BennyecTBoO, -
oTO3Bajnachb pOBHO. - A cama CcTapanachb nsberatb obwecTsa "
npurnaweHun B Boicumii CBeT, - oOTBeTWNa MNpPAMO, HUKAK He BblgaBas

BOJ/IHEHUA uaun becnokoicTBa. Wx He 6bio.

- 3aHATHO.. — NpOTAHYN umnepaTop. Ero uenkun B3rnag 3agepxancs

Ha MOEM Juue, 3acTaBAAA BHYTpeHHe noéxuTtbcA. - Bcé xpan, Korga Bbl
CNpocuUTe, 4YTO MPUBENO MeHA, HO KaxeTcsAa, Bbl, neau OBepByh, COBCEM He
CcTpajaeTe Nto6oMbITCTBOM 7] obnapaeTte 3aBUAHbIM XJ1TaAHOKpPOBUEM.
MpM3HaTbCA, He BCe MyX4YMHbl MOryT MNOXBacTaTbCA TakKOM BblAEPKKOW WU
YMEHUEeM LepXaTb «JIULO».

- bnaropgapw, Bawe BennyectBO, - OTO3Bajsacb poBHO. - Ho He

AyMmaw, 4TO Bbl nNpuwau obcyxAaTb MOM [AOCTOMHCTBA WAM HeJOCTaTKM,
XOTA Bac, MNo4YemMy-TO, 3TO CUAbHO BOJAHyeT. Ecnu He npoTuB, pJdaBainTte
nepeingém Kk geny. C Bawero rno3BOJIeHNA, KOHEYHO.

- bBbpaBo, - BnepBble  WUCKPeHHe MNpPOU3HEC  uMnepaTop, a OT €ero

B3rnsfa.. KOXa MoOKpbliacb Mypawkamu. HacTONbKO OCTpblil, HACTONbKO
NPOH3UTENbHbIA! . .

Ha MrHoBeHue MHe MNOKa3anocCb, YTO B FOCTMHOW CTasi0 HEBbLIHOCUMMO

XapKo W Heyem pJblwatb. Bosgyx, 6yato 6bl HarpencA, cTan ocsA3aeMm. Ho
BCE NpekpaTunoCb, CTOMIO MMMNEepaTopy ONyCTUTb B3rNfa4 M B3ATb YalwKy.

.. AblXaHue BbIPOBHANOCH.

- fl XOo4y npeasoxuTb BaM.. XM.. — OH 3aAyMmancsa, nogbupas cnoea.

- 3To paxe He cpenka. JTO npepsoxeHue. BbirogHoe pns Hac oboux.

A KMBHYNa 7} nocTtaBuna Yyauwky, naBas NOHATb, yTo roToBa

BHUMaATeNIbHO
BbIC/IYyllaTb 3TO 3arago4dyHoe npepsioxeHue.



UMnepaTop yCMexHyncsa, chenan rAoTokK 4as W YAUBAEHHO MNPUMNOAHAN
6poBb.

- JlocTtanu cBou 3anackl paau MeHA?

- EcTecTBEeHHO, - He cTana oTnnpaTbCA, HeECMOTpA Ha TO, YTO MeHA
NbITa/IMCb 3aCTaBUTb UCNLITbIBATbL HENOBKOCTb. HO A He cmylwanacb cCBOero
6eACTBEHHOro MonoXxeHus. - CTECHATbCA HUWETbl - BBepX raynocTu. MNoka

YesioBeK YUCT AYWON U MOMbICNaMKU, eMy He4vero CThlauTbcA. BepHo?

Pyka umnepaTopa ApOrHyna, HEeCKOJIbKO Kanenb 6pbI3HY 10 Ha
cepebpsaHblii MyHAMpP, a rfasa BMecTe C TeM 3aXr/JiMCb a3apTHbIM 6N1eCKOoM.

Tak 3HAKOMbIM MHE M HE3HAKOMbIM OAHOBPEMEHHO. DTO 6bU1 a3apT ApYroro

poja. He Takoi, Kak y MOero nokoWHOro Myxa..

Wmnepatop BApyr o6ausan ry6el M Ha CekyHLy OTBepHynca, 6yaTto
MbITafnCb
CKpPbITb 3MOLUK.

- A B npeaBKyWeHWHM, - TnNpU3HaANCA OH WU CHOBa BepHY/l BHWMaHue
MHe. - [m.. negun OBepByph, — MPOU3HEC TOPXECTBEHHO U MOCTaBUA YalWKy
Ha cTon. - Xo4y, 4TOob6bl Bbl CTa/N MOEN HeBeCTOW.

Bo3pyx BbUleTen U3 NErkux, OCTaBMB MeHA 3agpixaTbcA. He cpasy =

cmorna BEpHYTb cebe camoobnagaHue. 0x, He cpasy.. XOTb
JoragpiBasiacb O  HEYTo  MOAO6HOM, HO BCEé paBHo.. W  Tonbko  4epes
HEeCKONbKO AONMUX CeKyHA A0 MeHs [oW/o.

- Xo4dy yc/blwaTb MpeasoXeHWe LUeSMKOM, a He TONbKO OfHYy ero
YyacTb. Bbl ckasanu, BbIFrOgHOE pAs Hac oboux. Xo4vy Yy3HaTb B YEM MoA
BbIr0O4a, a B 4éM Bala.

- A 8 TaKk HageAanca, 4TO Bbl ynagéte B 06MOpPOK OT cCYacTbA, -
WUPOHUYHO MPOTAHY/N OH, SBHO HAC/NaXAAaACb MPOUCXOAAWMM.

- Mpowy npowaHua, ecnu pasodapoBana, — OTBeTUNA pPOBHO. O4eHb
XOTEeNOoChb B3r/AHYTb Ha Yacbl, Y3HaTb, CKOJIbKO Y MeHSi OCTajioCb BpeMeHMU
[0 Hayana aykuuMoHa, HO 3To 6bin0 6bl rpybo.

- HanpoTus, - ynblbHYACA umMnepaTop, He cBoas C MeHs
NPOH3UTENbHbIX YEpHbIX rnas. - [papéT UmnepaTopckuik oTbop HeBecT, B
KOTOpOM A XEHUX, M, eCc/n YeCTHO, He xenan 6bl yyacTBOBaTb. Ho 6owcb, Yy

MeHA HeT Bu6opa.

- CuTyauMAa HacTosIbKO CNOXHaA? Bbl NOCBATUTE MEHS B HEE WU MHe
3HaTb
HEe MONOXEeHo? - cnpocuna npAamo.

- OT4Yero xe?.. HanpoTuB. Xo4dy, 4TOObl Bbl TOYHO MOHMManU, BO YTO £
MbiITaloCb Bac BTAHYTb M 6bIM  FOTOBbl. YTOOb NPUHSAAWM  B3BEWEHHOE ¥
obayMaHHoe peweHue. Takxke.. A 3HaKW, Ha Y4TO TOJKal Bac, — CEpPbE3HO
MpoW3HeC OH, a XefBakM Ha T[pPaHUTHOM Juue A[pOorHynu. MHe Boobue



BCerja Ka3saJiocb, 4YTO MMNepaTop COTBOPEH U3 KaMHA. HacToNbKo TOYEHble
U rpyboBaTble ero 4epTbl, U B TO Xe BpemMs FapMOHWYHble. CMyrnaa Koxa,
TYyrue Mmbllilpl, OCTpble CKY/bl...

- Ecnn A cTaHy Bawen HeBecToW, 060 MHe MONONA3YT CNAETHU. I3TO Bbl
umenmu

BBMAY, rOBOpsA O TOM, YTO 3HaeTe, Ha 4TO
MEeHA TosiKaeTe?

- He TOANbKO.. — YKJIOHYMBO OTO3BaJICA uMmnepaTtop. — Ho U 3TO TOxXe.

Xo4yy noHMMaTb, HACKOJIbKO CWIbHO 3Jble CMJIeTHU OTpa3ATCA Ha BaleMm
SMOLMOHA/IbHOM COCTOAHUU. B KOHUEe KOHLUOB, Bbl HaXOOW/INUCb C MyXem A0
camMoro KoHua..

- fl 6bl He xoTena 3aMapaTb NMaMATb O HEM, - npn3Hanacb, He APOrHyB.

- MHe nneBaTb, 4TO 6yayT TroBopuTb 060 MHe 3a CMNUHON, HO He Xenaw,
4yTobbl O  Opepepuke  OT3blBaJUCb  MJOXO. Ytobbl ero  BbibOp  cynpyru
CTaBUAN noj COMHeHWe. Bbl xe 3HaeTe, Kakoi 3To Mo3op, ec/n BAOBA CHOBA
BbIXOAUT 3aMyX. B obuwecTBe, 3TO He NpUMHATO. A MMNepaTopckuin oTbop..

MEHA COYTYT He NpoCTO aj4yHOW JSMLUEeMepKOW, XOTA MHe BCE paBHO, KaK yxe

M CKa3ajla, HO M XEeCTKOW MO OTHOWEHUHw K MyXy. K mamaTu O HEM.

- Bbl Tak npepaHbl Opefepuky? — XMUIHO MNPULYPUBLINCE, CMPOCUN
BeJINYecTBO.

- bonbwe, 4em BH MOXeTe cebe npeaCctaBuTtb, - CrJ0THynAa W Ha
MFHOBeHue oTBefna B3rnag. MHe HyxHo 6bl10 nepeBecTun pAbiXaHue.

- Xo4yy npeAcTaBUTb, - YXMbUIBHY/ACA uMMNepaTop, CUennsa pyku B

3aMOK. - [lofxHa 6biITb MPUYMHA TakKoOW MpefaHHOCTU. ITO WAWU TFAynocTb, B

YEM JIMYHO S COMHeBalWCb, Bbl Jajeko He TrAynbl, HO W He nwboBb. Begb
nob0Bb, MO BawWM COH6CTBEHHbBIM CJI0BaM, CUHOHWM FAYnocTU. Tak B YEM

npuyMHa, >SMMa.. - MOAABWWCH Bnepén, NPOHUKHOBEHHO BbLIMOMBUSI OH,

BCE Xe 3acTaBMB MeHA B3ApPOrHYyTb OT 3BYKa COOGCTBEHHOrO WMEHU. ITu

yCcTa 3acTaBWIW MHOMUX AeByWeK MOHEpPBHUYATb, a HEKOTOpPbIX U COUTU C
yma. OT cyacTbf, KOHEYHO Xe..

- Bawe BenuyecTBO, Bol Xe HaBeam 060 MHe  uHpopmaumw? -
cnpocuna beccTpacTHO, B3AB ceba B pyku, XOTS S HE COMHeBanacb, 4TO Mos
peakuua He yKpbliacb OT LEnKWUX YEpPHbIX rnas.

MMnepaTop CHOBa OTKWMHY/NCA HA CMUHKY Kpecsla, Ccuenun pyku B
3aMOK U KUBHYJI.

- Mnapwas [0o4b nopaa bawpa. Bbl eanHCcTBeHHasA yuenenu B
CTpalWHOM rnoxape, HO YAAN0Cb COXPaHUTbL 6O/bLWYKH YacCTb LEHHOCTEen u

Ha BawemM c4yeTy 6bla BHywuMTenbHasa cymMMma. [pad OBepBys B3Aa1 Bac

Cpa3y nocne Tpareguu WHOW AeBOYKON. KaxeTcA, Bam efBa MCMOJHUIOCH

ceMHaguaTb. Bcé Beicwee o6wWecTBO CMOTpeNO Ha HeEro C 3aBUCTHH.

HanTu Takyo KpacaBuuy HeBecCTy, 6e3 pOAHbIX " C 60nbWwnm
Hac/se4CTBOM..



- Bcé >3To JNOXb, - TnpousHecna, nepebuB, C HEKUM CaZUCTCKUM
YOOBO/MbCTBMEM Habnwaas, Kak MeHseTcA B Jauue wumnepaTtop. f  XpaHuna
3Ty TailHy ABeHaauaTb feT..

CnoBamMn He nepepaTb, Kakoe obneryeHue ucnbiTana ceriyac, rosops o
TOM, 4YTO MOA MPOWNAs XW3Hb XOPOWO MPUAYMAHHAA JNOXb..

MMnepaTop  NpoYUCTWA  TOpfAo, CNOBHO B HEM  4YTO-TO  MeWanochb,
pa3spyuwas
TeM CaMbiM 3aTSHYBWYWCA naysy.

Bexnueo yﬂH6HmeMCb, A nosBonuna cebe CNpoCUTb :

- Mory A paccyuTbiBaTb Ha TO, 4YTO BCE JanbHeilee CKa3aHHOE MHOM,
OCTaHeTCA Mexay Hamu?.. B 3TOM AOMe.

XoTenocb NM MHe OTKpbITbCcA? He gymaw. HO Takxe A comHeBanachb,
4yTo nocne Moero pacckasa, uMmnepaTop ewe 3axo4eT O3BYYUTb cBOé
npegnoxeHne. Jloxb ANns MeHAa Oblla  CAMWKOM  TAXENOW Howen, wu 1A
bonblie He Xefaw TawuMTb eé 3a coboin. MycTb XOTb OAMH Yesl0OBEK B 3TOM
Mupe 3HaeT npasay. [ycTb oOTAacT MeHA noAa cyh, OTO Jydwe, 4Yem CTaTb
XeHon noppa bennu, OCKBEpHUTb NaMATb 4YesioBekKa, KOTOpbIM Aan MHe Tak
MHOTrO.
GaKTUYeCKU Jan HOBYH XMU3Hb...

- MHe HeT BbIrogpl  pacnpocTpaHATbCA O  Bawem  MNpownom, -
6eccTpacTHO Npou3HEC umnepaTop. - He gymaeTe nu Bbl, YTO MHE eCTb A0

3TOro  XoTb  Kakoe-To  jgeno?  «TonuTb» BaCc HeT cCMbicNa, Beab A
cam

cobupakwcb.. Bac  ucnonb3oBaTb, Jfegu OBepByA, - OH  CheuuanbHo
BblaepXan nay3sy, W ecauM Ayman HanyraTb, TO HuYero He Bbwio. - Ho

NpUM3HaTbCsA, MHe oO4YeHb JwbonbiTHO. f cpa3y, Kak yBuaen Bac Ha 6bany,
MOHAM, YTO Bbl He MPOCTAs XEHWMHa. YHWKanNbHasA, A 6bl ckasan.

PacnpaBuna nagoHAMM MOAON MaTbA, MbICIEHHO BO3BpaWascb B TOT
JeHb, Korpa rpad Openepuk OBepByA Crac MeHs.

- f poyb 6Hersnoro npecTynmHUKa W KypTu3aHku. Korga MHe 6bi1o
NATHaAUaTb, MaTb CKOHYanacb, a A 3aHAna eé mecTo B 6opaene. Openepuk
6bl1 MOMM MEpBbIM KJUEHTOM...

. JIMUO uMMnepaTopa He Bblpaxano SMouui, HO rnasa.. 1 Buigena B
HUX HeBepue W.. COYYBCTBME. XOTA yBepeHa, OH BCE Xe HeMano YAMBWICS
YC/IbllIaHHOMY .

XoTenocb HeAOBOJIbHO CKPUBUTbLCA, HO A paBHOAYWHO nNpojosxuna.
- Het. OH He TpoHyn M™eHA. Pa3rnagen BO MHe YTO-TO Takoe, Y4TO

3acTaBuio ero gobpoe cepaue ApPOrHyTb. ®Opeaepuk CMOTpesn Ha MeHA Tak
Xe.. Kak U Bbl ceilvac.



MMnepaTop MOpPrHyn U NOTSAHY/NCA 33 YalWKoW, HENOBKO OMPOKWHYB eé.
Mo ckaTepTW pacnon3anocb KOpWYHEBOE MATHO.
- Huwyero, - nopgHAnacb M3-3a CTO/IAa M CXoAWNa 32  TPSAMKOW.
NMPOMOKHYB MATHO, CHOBA HaMoOJIHWAA YalkKy ApPOMAaTHbIM HANUTKOM.
- Bbl  MoxeTe npoponkxaTb, -  ONarockJOHHO  Befen  uMnepaTop,
3akupbiBan
HOra Ha Hory.
BepHynacb B Kpecno, pacnpaBuna naeyn u 3aroBopuna:
- OH 3abpan MeHA B TOT Xe [JeHb, OCTaBMB  XO03fAWHY  bopaens
BHyWMTeNbHYld CcyMMmy. [lo3xe, Kak cam npu3HaBanca Opegepuk, A 6bina
ero cambiM  6ONbWMM  BNOXEHMEM, HO M  CaMbiM  yJaYHbM, -  Npwu
YNOMUHAHUM 3TOrO0 MOMEHTA, HEexXHaA ynbibka HEeBOJIbHO KOCHyfnacb ry6. f
ropavMnacb Tem, 4TO MONHOCTbK ONpaBAbiBafia OXMAAHUA U BJIOKEHHble B
MeHs cpencTBa.
- Y70 6bNO Janbwe? - MMNEepaTop HeTepnenumBo CrJIOTHYN U Moép3an.

He aymana, 4TO MOA MpOCTas UCTOPUA HACTONbKO ero 3auMHTepecyeT.

- A panblie MeHs yBE3NW B FyXyw AepeBHW, rAe MoW byaywuidi myx
Kynun HebonblWwoe noMecTbe, HaHAN YNpaBAAWWEero, caAyr, ryBepHaHTKYy U

yuuTeneih pnAa MeHa. [IBa roga HUKTO o060 MHe He 3Han, - Mpu3HaTbCH, Y
MeHA 3aTeK/u MbILWLbI nmua oT HanpaAxeHus, HO A npofonxana
6e33MoLMOHaNbHO  y/blbaTbCA U TFOBOPUTHL O CBOeW XU3HU. - A yyunaceb

NpaBuWAbHO rOBOPUTb, KpPacuBO XOAUTb, CO BKYCOM oOfeBaTbCA.. Y4yunach
My3blke, TaHuam, apudMeTuKke, WUCTOPUM U IDTUKETY, Y4Uuiacb TOHKOCTAM

CBeTCKoro obueHuna. Bol 3Hanm, yTOo cywecTByeT uenasn Hayka,
NOCBAWEHHAA AaHHOMY pas3geny? — cnpocusia He 6e3 WPOHUM.

- A porapgbBancA, - TnMNoAaBUB YCMellKy, OTO3BaJcA wumnepatop. - A
rpa¢ oH.. y Bac 6bna 6aM30CcTb?

- HeT, - ynblbHynacb B oTBeT. - [lo cBaAbbbl HeT. OH Mpuesxan pa3 B
mecsy. MpuBO3MA Joporve Nojapku U XBanwun 3a yCnexwu.

- A Kak xe Bbl CTaAu WHOW Mucc balp? - CKNOHMB TroONOBY Habok,
NMOUHTepecoBasoCb Benn4yecTBO. TEMHaA npAAKa ynana Ha Auuo..

OnycTtuna pyku non cTon, 4TOObI CKpbITb BOJIHEHME WU MNpoAoiXuna.
3Ta 4YacTb pacckasa camaA TauHCTBEHHaA W MpadHaAn.

- Opepepuk ropopwun, 4TO roToBuT onAa MeHA AOKYMEHTDbI n
COCTaBNnAeT NNnaH, KaK npeacTtaBUTb MeHA 06I.I.leCTBy. Kak BblBECTU B CBeT MU

Y3aKOHUTb HaWu OTHoweHuA. Mo uaen A AONXHA 6blia ewé rod yyYuTbcs,
XMBA B MOMECTbe, HO OfHaxXAbl HOYbW.. OH pa3byaun MeHA, TpAaca 3a



nneyn. Ero nuuo 66110 Takum 6eCnoKOMHbIM, YTO S HEBOJIbHO UCNyranachb.
NMokasanocb, MPOU3OWIO HEYTO YyXacHoe.

«Mbl [OMKHBI CPOYHO Bble3XaTb. CnywarW v 3anomMumHan, 3IMma..» -
MPOU3HEC OH B Ty T[pO30OBYW  HOYb, Ha3BaB MeHA  MOYeMy-TO  YyXuUM
HE3HAKOMbIM UMEHEM.

- WmeHue noppa baipa HaxoaAnnocb Hepaneko oOT Bac? - pgoragasncs
uMnepaTop.

- [Ja. B «kwuiaomeTpax nATuM, He bonee, - noaTBepAuWia, TMepeHocA Bec

Tena Ha JieByw CTOpoHy. - [nama noxapa S Buagena ewé w3ganeka, a
rycTon Cu3bli gpIM pa3HEccsa no Bcen okpyre. o pgopore Openepuk pasan

YyéTkne UHCTPYKLNK. YTto A AOJIXHA roBoOpuThb, Kak BeCTH cebs. OH

06bACHUN, 4TO dMMa baip HMKOrpa He BbIXOAMNA B CBET, 4TO eé€ oTey 6bin
O/L.€PXUMbIM

napaHoMKoM. SMMa JOJXHa 6bia pebwTupoBaTh
eweé ropa
Ha3ag, HO OH OT/IOXMUN neobwT, Kak 7 oTbuBan BCe npeanoxeHuns o
CMOTpPUHAX.

- Tpad npepnoxun BamM 3aHATb MecTO norubwen p[odvepu nopaa
baipa, BOCMOJ/Ib30BaBWUCH TeMm, 4yTo eé HUKTO He Buaen? -
NPOHULATENBHOCTU UMMEPATOpPa MOXHO TO/bLKO MO3aBUAOBATH.

- Opepepuk CKasaNi, 4YTO S OYeHb MNOXOXAa Ha Heé.. - npu3Hanacb
TUxo. - XoTA OTKyaa emy 6b10 3HaTb, BepHo? Ho B TOT MOMEHT A He
Aymana o noAobHbiX Mesnoyax. MeHs NpuBe3nM Ha nenesnuue.. M3Masanu
caxeih  nuMuo,  BOJIOCHI, pyku.  Mognanunu  noAon  HOYHON  COpPOYKM WU
OCTaBWUM

6ocyw CTOATb A0 npuespa cTpaxei
nopagka.

«Mnayb» - cKasan Opepepuk, yesxad, U A nnakana. O4YeHb UCKPEHHe.
MHe 6bio Xanb normbuwyi cembio, KOTOpPYW A Aaxe He 3Hana.
MMnepaTop paccTerHyn BepxHiw NyroBuUy Kam3o0na M FAOTHYA 4YaA.

- MNpoponxanTte.

- Kak Tonbko npubbinn cnyxawue YnpaBneHuA U CTpaxu nopagka, A

yMoaana HalWTu Moero xeHuxa. Opepepuka OsepByn. Mo 654M30CTM  He

6bl10 HM OQHOrO AOMa, A CUAbLHO 3aMép3na, NOKa MeHA Hawnu. MoxeT, cam

rpa¢p TanWHo coobwmn O nMoxape, a MOXeT W HeT, A He 3Haw >3Toro, Ja
HUKOrga W He crpawuvBana.

Ha ponpoce A rosopuna, 4YTO HUYEro He MOMHKW, YTO OYHY/NacCb, KOrpaa

yXe oM 6b1 06bAT NJaMeHeM U Bbibpanacb 4Yepe3 OKHO. f roBopuia BCE
ToO, 4yTO Benen Opepepuk. CnoBso B CJI0BO. u MHe
nosepunu.

MpeactasnseTte?



UMnepaTop He BbirnAfen YAUBAEHHbIM.

- Bcé cropeno. KoHeYHo, OHM MOBeEpUIM C/loBaM pebEHKa, KOTOporo
Hawam
Ha CropeBWMX OCTaHKax.

- Opepepuk 3abpan MeHs U3 YnpaBfeHWa yTpom, MNOATBEPAUB TO, YTO

ABNAETCA MOMM XXEHUXOM W MNPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAN HEHACTOAWMA 6payHbli
[OroBOp,  3aK/4YEHHbIM  Akobbl C  nopaom  bailpom. A nocne  npuwén
afBoOKaT ceMbM Baip uM coobwmn o6 OCTaBNEHHOM MHe Hac/eAcTBe.. Tak A

cTana dvmoi bailp, MHe 6e3 npob6sem BOCCTAHOBU/IM LOKYMEHTbl, KOTOpble

cropeny B [OOMe, a 4Yepe3 Tpu MecAua MeHA yxe TMpeacTaBuauM obuwecTsy,
Kak HeBecTy rpada OBepBys. HM y KOro He BO3HUKIO HM BOMPOCOB, HU

COMHEHMWN.. — ne4vyanbHOW TrpycTU CKpbITb He ypanocb, W A A[OCAAIMBO
nomopuwmnacse.

- Bbl  coxaneete 06 3TOM? -  HaCTOPOXEHHO  MOWHTepecoBasncA
umnepaTop,

NnOo-HOBOMY pa3rnAagbiBad MeHA.

- Coxanew  u A (o] TOM, 4YTO  MeHA BbITaAWMIN 7E 6oppena? -
nepecnpocwuna HacmewnusBo. - HeT, Bawe Benu4yecTBOo. Al coxanew nulb

O TOM, 4TO He cMorna ocCTaHoBUTbL Opepepuka. He ybeperna ero ot
OMacHbIX Urp. 3TO 3BYYUT HECKOJIbKO UWHUYHO, HO AOCAywauTe..

- A Becb BO BHUMaHUM, - YyTKMe Tyb6bl U30rHYyAUCb B GdanbWUBON
ynbibke. 3Haw, 4YTO OH ceWdac aHanusuMpyeT BCE, 4YTO ychbwan. [lymaeT.
MpuHumaeT peweHne. TMNyckan. A nyywe nongy B THPbMY, YeM B KOWKY
bennu.

- 3a nonroga po cmepTu  Opepepuk  npepgnaran MHe  cBobopy..
MoHumaeTe? OH oTnycTun M™eHAa. Ckasan: «bepu, 4YTO ewé ocTanocChb,

dmMma, u yxoau..». fl He XoTena 3TOro WU MNpuHANa peweHue OblITb C HUM [0
KoHUa. 3HaeTe, no4yemy?

- YyBCTBO Npu3HATENbHOCTM? B 6/arofapHOCTb O BaWeM ChAaCeHuu?

- JIeHMBO MNpejnosioxun umnepaTop, o0cobo He BHUKAA. YyBCTByeTCA, 4TO
ero He CuibHO  3abOTAT  4YyXue  HeB3rogpl. OH Xxe npuwén  pewnTb
COb6CTBEHHYH

npobnemy c otbopom. YTO Xe, Tak gaxe
nyvwe.

- M3 4yBCcTBa BMHbl. fl CNOBHO HakasbiBasa cebs 3a TO, 4TO NpuUcCBOMAA
cebe 4yxyw XWU3Hb, YyXOe UMS W HacneaAcTBO. MHe XxoTenocb MOUTKM Ha

«QHO» BMecTe CcOo cBouMm bnarogetenem. A u3 6GaarogapHocTM 3a CBOé
cnaceHue, A He MPUHUMAK MNPEensIOXEeHUA HACTONYMBLIX YXAXEPOB. XpaHK
BEpHOCTb K norubwemy myxy. Mo3ToMy M Baweil HEBECTOW CTaTb He MOry.

Bbl BCE ewé xoTuTe chenaTb MHe npegsoxeHue, Bawe BenunyecTtBOo? - MOM

rosioCc 3ByYajs CMOKOWHO U 6e3MATEexXHOo.



MblCNeHHO, A yXe ycnena NnoAroToBUTbLCA KO BCEMY . K  nwboit
peakuun. 3Haw, 4YTO beinn He ocCTaBUT MeHA [paxe ecau BbifNjady A[OAr,
Jaxe eciu He BbinJavyy, BCE paBHO He ocCTaBuUT. [lo3TOMy Kakoi CMbiCh
6oaTbCA?

MycTb MeHA O6BMHAT B MNOAJAOre, B YMblIIEHHOM MPUCBOEHUU YYXOro
umywectBa W pAeHer, BC&, 4YTOo yrogHo!.. MHe BnepBble 3a [ABeHaguaTb JeT
flerye ObWATCHA M Ha cepAue CMNOKoWHo. fl JoJsixHa 6buia U3UTb aywy..

- lNpekpacHo, - umnepaTop XJIONHYA B NAAOHMW, BbIFrNALA PEWNTEsNIbHO.

- Tak paxe nyduwe.

- Y10? - nepecnpocuna, He COEpxaB U3yMeHuA.

JNluxopago4Ho BraagbiBanacb B YEpHble rnasa, HO He noHMMana.
Kasanocb, y MeHA 3aTpACAUCb PYKU, MNOITOMY S OMYyCTWUAQ MUX HA KOJIEHMU.

MUMnepaTop YCMexXHy/nCA, A[OBOAbHbIM Npon3BeAéHHbIM dbPeKkToM U
NOACHUN:

- A ueHw B NAAX YeCTHOCTb, MNpefaHHOCTb W.. YMeHWe nnaTuTb Mo

cyetam. Bb ymeeTe. W nostomy, A Xxody.. neau OBepByh, 3aKJKW4YUTb C
BaMu CcAefnky, Beab A Toxe B 6eACTBEHHOM MoOJOXeHUU. Heyxenn, Bbl He
XOTUTE yC/blaTb M MOMOYb CBOeMy umriepaTopy? Mel morsnv 6bl MomMoYb

Apyr Apyry.

Hy BoOT.. ewé ofHa neTns 3aTAHY/N1aCb Ha Wee..
3.

B nosucuemn rHeTywen TUWWMHE  ypYaHMe  MOero  XuBOTa 6bi10
noao6Ho
rpoMy cpeam ACHOro Heba..

[laxe camas HeBO3MyTuMas fnefiu, Ha MoéM 6bl mMecTe, cropena 6bl Co
CTblga. Hy wauM, Kak MUHMMYM, nokpacHena. fl paxe 6poBbw He nosena.
3afyM4ynBO MOCMOTpena B CTOPOHY KYXHU W MpoOU3Hecna:

- Kak HacyéT yxuHa, Bawe BenuyecTBO?.. He MOry YAWBUTb Bac
JenvMKkaTecamu, HO He OTpaB/, 3TO TOYHO.

MmMnepaTop 3aMHTepecOBaHHO BbirHyn 6poBb.

- YMeeTe rotoBuTb?

- MeHA BOCAWUTbLIBA/IM HEMHOrO MWHaye.. - OTO3BanacCb YKJAOHYUBO MU
nogHanacb, pacnpasBnfaa nnatbe. - C Bawero mMO3BONAEHUA, Mbl MOXEM

nepenTn B KYXHW U MNPOAOSXMTb pa3roBop Tam?

- C ypoBONbCTBMEM, — BCTaBasA, ynupaa NafOHW B KOJIeHW, MPOU3HEC
umnepaTop. - loka MOU NKWAM OXPaHAWT [LOM, HAC HUKTO HE MOTPEBOXWT.



- Mpuwén Bal Yyepépn pacckasbiBaThb, Bawe BenunyecTBO, -
HanoMHWAa JNyKaBO, pa3xuraa XapoBHW. He ckaxy, 4YTO MeHA My4aeT
nwbonbITcTBO, 60KCH, MHE MPOCTO MPUAETCA BbHICAYWATb.

anepaTop ocMmoTpencsa, 3aaepxancsa B3rnaaom Ha HaCTeHHbIX C
KYpaHTaMu Yacax n ycTpounca 34 MaCCUBHbIM BblICOKUM KYXOHHbIM
CTOJIOM.

- MHe He Xxo4eTCA HAMOMUHATb, HO A BbHYXAEH, Jaxe ecam Mol C

BaMM He CMOXEeM AOroBOpUTbCS, MOAPOBHOCTU M AeTajuM HaAwero pa3roBopa

JOMXHbl  OoCTaTbcA  3gecb. Kak Bbl  ckasaam, B 3ToM jgome. Mory s
paccyuTbiBaTb Ha Bawe 6saropasyMue U yMeHWe XPaHUTb TaiiHbl?

- Bawe BennyecTtBO, MHe, Kak U BaMm, HeT Bbirogbl pacnpoCTpaHATbCA
06 3TOM, - Y4YTMBO CKNOHMANA FONOBY M NOCTaBMAA Ha XapOBHK YYTYHHYI0
ckosopoay,
a pAAOM KacTpu/w C BOAOW.

Mo yXuH 6bin 6bl  CKYAHbIM, HO TMOJAL3YACb CJAy4Yaem, MNpUroTOBAK
Yy AeCHbIN
puc C OBOWaMKM U MACOM.

UmMnepaTop paccTerHyn ewé ogHy nyroBuuy Kam3osa U NOTAHYACA 3a
rpaguHomM C BOAOM W CTAKaAHOM.

- Tpu mMecsua Hasaf.. - BeanyecTBo nobapabaHun nanbuamMum no

cTony. - Tpu MecAua Has3ah Mol OOHApPYXMAM MeCcTOpPOXAEeHWe asMa3oB.
O4YyeHb-04YeHb U OYeHb 60Mblioe.. HAaCTOJNIbKO 60Jblloe, YTO HaM Jaxe He

YAaNoCb COXPaHUTb HaxoAKy B TalkHe. W 3To0.. cpa3y MpUBNEKSIO BHMMaHue
Apyrux wumnepuit. 3abpaTb MecTopoxaeHue cebe wWAM NPUCBOUTbL OHU He
MOryT, XOTA.. 32 3TO BpeMs Obl/I0 HECKOJIbKO MOMbITOK MPOHWKHOBEHUSA B

WaxTbl. BuAMMO, nMbITATCA Yy3HaTb.. XM.. MacwTabbl MeCTOpPOXAEHWS.
3HaeTe, O 4éM 3TO roBopuT?

- [naBbl COCEACTBYHWMX MWMNEPUA BOJAHYWTCA? — Mpeanonoxuna,
BbiIMa4yuBas

puc.
- MmeHHO, - LOBOJIbHO YNbIOHYNC A umnepaTop. - Anmassl
noaKpennAwT 30/JI0TOW W [EHeXHbln 3armac  wuMmnepun, Aenad  rocynapcTBo
CUnbHee “u MOryluecTBeHHee, Tak Xe... MOXHO U3roTtaBanBaTb
Yype3Bbl4aNHO

NMpoYyHOe U Kpenkoe opyxue C asJMasHbiM
HanbNeHUeM.

- HO HUKTO He PUCKHET MOWTM BOWHOW Ha WUMnNepuoH U3-3a anmMas3oB, -
OCTOPOXHO BbiCKa3anacb, Hape3asd OBOWM.

- 0, OHM 6bl pUCKHYM, - 3/0Bele XMbIKHY/ll uMmnepaTop. Ero rnasa
CTanu 6yaTo 6bl ewé TemHee.. - HO W3MOTaHbl NATUNETHeW BOWHOW C
Bpycamu, KOTOpYH HaMm TakK  yAa4yHO yjpanocb  u3bexatb.  06bABNATH

XONOAHYH ~ BOWMHY  TOXe  HEeBbiIFrO4HO, Mbl  TOrga npocTto o6opBém  Bce
OTHOWEHMA W 3aXMBEM BHYTpU COBCTBEHHOW WMMNEpUU, HO 3STO KpanHASA



mepa. Ho.. KOe-4TO OHM BCE-TakM MOryT, - Yynblbka wumnepaTtopa cTana
nyrawwen. - EcTb npeanonoxeuna, neanm OBepByn? Xo4dy ybeauTtbcsa,
HaCKO/IbKO  XOpowo  Bbl  yMeeTe  MNpPOBOAUTb  aHanorMM U paccyxaaTb
JIOTU4eCKH.

A 3agymanachb Nvib Ha HeCKONbKO HeJoNrnx MrHOBEHMUI ,
comnocTaBnAAa BCe feTanu «rojloBo/IOMKU». bBan, Ha KOTOpbil npuraacuu
noTeHuManbHO HernoaxoAAlWmnX HeBecT, npenjoxeHune uMnepaTopa...

rpspaywmii oTéop HeBecT.

OH roBopun, 4YTO HaxoAUTCcA B «6eACTBEHHOM MOJIOXEHUU», 3HAYUT
Bblbopa 0coboro Het.

- Mory nuuwb poragbiBaTbCA.. Bam cTanum nocTtynaTb npepnoxeHud
3aKJINYNTb
BbIFOAHbIA 6Gpak C OQHOW M3 Hac/egHuy

npectona?

- A He ouwnbca B Bac, nean OBepByA, - OAOOPUTENLHO MNPOU3HEC
Be/IMYECTBO WM OTNWA M3 MpoO3payHOro cTakaHa. - BHe3anHo y cemu rnas
BEJINKUX [AepXaB MOABUAMCL Jo4Yepu 6OpadyHoro BoO3pacTa - MPUHLECCHI,

[OCTONHble MMmnepaTopa. U oTkasaTb, 6yneT He COBCeM BEX/IMBO, 3TO TO Xe

camoe, 4YTO pa3BA3aTb XONOAHYW BOMHY. [la, Kak A U FOBOPWJI, Mbl MOXEM C

3TUM CMNpaBUTbCH, HO s Obl xoTen msbexaTb nopgobHoro. Cervac Toprosasd

HanaxeHa co BCEMM 3TUMM uMnepuaMu 7 npekpawaTb ToproB.ble
OTHOWEHUA - O3HayaeT pPe3KO CHU3UT [OXOA HaceNeHus. 3HauuT, A AOJIKeH

6yny npesocTaBuUTb NKAAM pabodne mMecTa, KOTOPbIX Y MeHA Moka HeT. A

pocT  HuweTsl U 6e3paboTuupl  3aMeTHO  MOWATHET  SKOHOMWUKY  Hawewn
uMmnepun. ECTb M Apyrve HWaHCbl, HO BCE 3TO TOHKOCTU. CyTb B TOM, 4TO,

eciu A Bblibepy OAHY M3 CeMM MpeTeHAEeHTOK, 3TO BCE paBHO MOBAEYET 3a
coboit nocneacTsuA.

- MpaBuTenn ppyrux uMnepuin nocYMTAT TaKON BbIOOP HEYECTHbIM U
3aTaAaT obuay, - pJoraganacb A. Puc 6bin NpakTMYeCcKM TrOTOB, a OBOWM
CKBOpYasn Ha CKoBopoje.

- bonee TOro.. - npoTAHyn wumnepaTtop, - A cam cebs 3aroHw B
noBylwKy. XeHUTbCS Ha OAHOW U3 TMpPUHUECC, PaBHOCUALHO TOMY, 4TO
3aTAHYTb Y3eNn neTAu Ha cobCcTBeHHOW wee. MHe NpUAETCA WUCMONHATL BCe
cynpyxeckune o6si3aHHOCTU, NOOW MpPoMax C MOEW CTOPOHbl — 3TO Xasoba
nobumMomMy  naneHbke. MW ecTb ewé Koe-4TO.. - Trnasa uMmnepaTopa
ycTpawawwe cBepkHynnM. — EcTb cekpeT.. KOTOpblid A 6bl XOTen CoXpaHUTb

B TalHe. K ToMmy Xxe, Mo npaBAe roBops, Al He Xefaw AeNuTbcA anmasamu. U

MHEe HeT CcMbiciia fgenaTb CAUAHWE umnepuid, Beab WMNepuoH BMosiHe
CaMoOJOCTaTOYeH.

OTNOXWUNA AEepeBAHHYKW NOMaTKy M MNOTEpNa BUCKM.
- f ewé noka Mano, YTO TMOHMMaKW. Ho.. Bbl MpPeanoXunu rnaBam

JepxXaB 4YecCTHbli OoTO6Op HeBecCcT, 4TOObl M3bexaTb 06MA U XONOAHON BOWHbI,
HO KaK 3TO ybepexéT BaC OT XeHUTbObl, BeAb MO BaAWWM C/IOBAM..



- BOT TyT Bbl M HyXHb MHe, 3mMa, - nepebun wumnepaTop MU,
NOAHABWMUCH 3a/0KUA PYKM 3a CNUHY. - Ha cammuTe MHe ypaanocb ybeanTb
npeacTaBuTenein Apyrux Aepxas, 4To 6yAeT 4YeCTHbM U MpaBW/bHbLIM, eCcaun
y4yacTue B o0Tbope npumeT npeacTaBuTenbHuua WmnepmoHa. U A4 cam  eé
Boibepy. Mol nognucanu corfaweHue.. - OH CYHYA PpyKy 3a nasyxy #
NPOTAHY/A MHEe CBEPHYTbIK TpybKOW AOKYMeHT. - Mo HeMmy cneayeT, 4ToO A

Mory BblbpaTb abconwTHO nwbyl.. NOBTOPHCH, byl HeBecTy, KOoTopas

npuMmeT y4yacTue B oTbope. Begb BbibUpaTb nobeguTenbHuuy oTbopa b6yayT
He3aBucumble cyabu. Tpoe cypen, SMma, 6bln BblbpaHbl xepebbEBKOMW.

- Ho «kak A.. - paxe 4yTb oBowum He cnanmna. - Ho A Bposal Bam
cnepyeT BblbpaTb 6onee 6naropodHyw W.. 6GnaropogHaa OyaeT XenaTb
CTaTb BalWeW XeHOn U umnepaTpuuen, C HeW, Kak CO MHOW, AOroBOPUTLCA

He BblOeT. wban byneTt 3aMHTepecoBaHa B bpake C CaMuM
MMMEepaToOpOM.. — CaAMOCTOATE/IbHO cAeslana BbiBOAbl W Nepecbinana puc K

oBolWam.

- BepHo, - HeBeceno ynblbHyncA uMmnepaTop. - bpak coOBepweHHO He

BXOAMT B  MOM  MJIaHbl. Ho ¢ Bamu.. A Mory pgoroBopuTbcsa. Mory

npeanoxuTb 3auuTy. Jlopa beinu ygaButca oT 3/0CTU, KOrga y3HaeT, 4ei

HeBeCcTON Bbl CTanu. Ero Tak CUAbHO XenaHHblil Tpodei YnabiBET B pyKM
umnepatopa. Co MHOW OH COMepHUMYaTb HE CMOXeT, - OT XOJIOAHOW YJ/bI6KU

Mo CnuHe TMOMon3auM Mypawku. - f norawy BCe Bawu JONTU, COXPaHW
“UMeHne M TUTyn. OT BaC Xe.. — MeHS CMepWau BHMMATEesIbHbIM B3r/S40M U
npousHecnn: - OT Bac TpebyeTcs COXpaHATb JiMUO, KAk W ceivac, npu

noboit cuTyaummn. W.. 3aBoeBaTb CUMMaTWIO Hapoaa 3a Bpemsa oT6opa.

- Ho Kak? - MuCKpeHHe yguBunacb. - Kak A MOry npoOTUBOCTOATH
npuHueccam

n cnyxam? MeHs xe 6yayT
obcyxaaTb M pyraTb 3a CNUHON.

MmnepaTop HeOXnaaHHO HpM6ﬂM3MﬂCH n B3An MeHA 34 nne4yun,
NPOHNKHOBEHHO B3rJiIAHYyB B r/1a3a.

- OpHoro cyablt ™Mbl MOOMEHMM BEepHbIM MHe 4YenoBeKoM, OH byaeTt
nog WIW3nen, HUKTO HUYero He Yy3HaeT. OCTaHeTcA BCero pgsoe cyaen wu
Hapos. Ho y Bac 6ygeT MOMOWHMK W.. BaC HEBO3MOXHO He noswbuTb. Bbl,
HECOMHEHHO, AOCTOWHbI CTaTb WMNepaTpuuei.. - MeHA OTNyCTUAM #U
JobaBuanM crnokoiiHee. — fl yBepeH, Bbl AOCTOWHO MposiBUTe cebs BO Bpems
oTbopa. K TOMy Xe.. CaMU AN He 3aXOTAT OTAABATb CBOEro uMmnepaTtopa
B PYKM 3arpaHuYHOi npuHUeccbl. Y Bac BCE MOAyYMTCA, Bbl 3aBoweTe
cumnaTuio
Hapoda, HecMOTpA HU Ha 4To. WU nobeaute

ANA MeHs.
- 3ByuYuT  BOOAylweBffwWee.. -  OTO3Banachb, racA  XapoBHW. B
ronoge Kawa. [naH  wmnepaTopa  C/MWKOM..  MYTHbIN, HO  yBepeHa,

nocTteneHHo, A y3Haw BCe geTajsu 3Toro gena. Ecam cornawyce..

- A 4yTO noTom?



- MNoTtom?

- Ecnm A Bomrpaw oTbop. YTO noTtom? - chnpocuna O4YeBUAHOE, He

Beps, 4TO wumnepatop 06 3ToM He noayman. OH Xe XO4YeT COXpaHUTb He
TOJIbKO asMasbl, HeWTpanuTeT C JApYrMMUM CTpaHamM, HO U COBCTBEHHYW
cBobony. CBoOWM cekpeT. 3HAYMT MogymMan o TOM, 4YTO 6ygeT CO MHOMW nocne

oTbopa. - Kakyw y4YacTb Bbl MHE YrOTOBWAMW?
Yronok pTa umnepaTtopa  AEpHYyAcA B nomneiTke  yCMexXHyTbCA. OH
HaxoauT

3To 3ab6aBHbIM?
- Hukakon y4dacTu, negum OBepByA, - OH KaAYHynca W 3arfisHyn B
cKkoBopoay, TMpuHWXMBascb. - A Bbibpan Bac HecayYahHo. Bbl cuibHaA,

yMHafa, npoHuuaTenbHadA.. WM BepHa CBOeMy MyXy, BaweMmy chacuTenw.

Bam A He WHTepeceH, KaK MyxX4uHa, W BAACTb MOA, MOE MOJ/IOKEHUE BaM
TOXe HeuHTepecCHbl. YBepeH, Mbl CMOXeM MUPHO XUTb MNOA OAHON Kpbiein

OFpOMHOr0 pfABOpUA, He BJe3as B JIM4HOE nNpOCTpaHCTBO JApyr pgpyra. A A,
noeepbTe, cAenaw BCE, 4YTobbl He OMNo3opuTb Bac, He Aonywy CAyxoB 3a

CMWHON, Ha Bac He 6yayT CMOTpeTb C COYYyBCTBMEM, He M0o3BoJKW cebe
OTKpbITHIX CBA3ed u pgpyrux ¢aBopuToK. Bbl byaeTe 4YyBCTBOBAaTb CebA
KoMpOpTHO, KaKk  4yBCTBOBaau cebsa c  Opepepukom. YBepeH, OH BaM
U3MeHAN, HO Bbl HUYEro o6 3ToM He 3Hanu. OH 3a6oTuacAa o Bac, U A CMory
no3aboTuTbCA...

MegsneHHO KuWBHYyJsa, corjawaAcb C nNpaBAMBbIMA goBodamMu. Y Hac
bnencTBuTeNnbHoO
Cc Opepepukom npakTU4eckwu
He Obl1I0 MHTUMHOW CBA3U, A U
cama porafbiBanacb, 4YTO OH.. CAyCKaja rnap Ha CTOpPOHe, HO Aenan 3TO Tak,
YTO HWUKTO HUYero He 3Han. 0bwecTBO 6bLUIO YBEpPEHHO, 4YTO OH BEpEH MHe
M npepaH.

- He pymaw, 4TO CMOry caenaTb BaC CYacT/IMBOM, HO Bbl bygeTe nog
3aWMTON M OKpyXeHbl 3aboToi, dMma, - [06aBU/ uMnNepaTop, a S BCE Xe
pasfioxuna puc no Tapesikam U Npuraacuna 3a cTon. KaxeTca, umnepaTop
TOXe NpOorofiofAancs, WAW Hawa 3aTAHyBwWascs beceja Tak yTomuna.

- A Kak xe HacnegHuUK? - cnpocuna, nogHuMas B3rnap, 7]
OQHOBpPEMEHHO noguennAa BUAKOW puc. - BaMm nNoHagobuTCcA HaCNegHuK,
4yTo TOrpa?

WMnepaTop AenaHHO 3agymasncs.

- Hy.. B Teopuu, s 3Haw, Kak pgenawtcAa Jetu. A Bb? BmecTe Mbl
mMoraum  6bl nonbiTaTbCA.. - M Bpoge  Obl CEepbE3HO  TrOBOpPUT, a rnasa
b6eccoBecTHO cMekTCA.

- BoT 3pecb Bblwen npomax, - npousHecna GpaermMaTUYHO, NPOAOIXaA
Tpanesy. - Ecam Bbl He 3amMeTuam, y Hac ¢ Opegepukom HeT pgetein. A
npuynHa

B TOM, 4YTO A He MOry MX UMeTb.



UMnepaTop He BbIrnAZ4eN pa304apoBaHHbLIM.
- ECAM  BO3HUKHET  HeobxoguMMOCTb B HaciegHuke, A He  CTaHy

«flenaTb» ero Ha CcTopoHe. [lokaxeM Bac OAHOW Xxopowei Beabme, a He
nomoxeT, Hanaém cnocob B3ATbL MAafeHUa W  BblAAAMM 3@ HaWwero CbliHa.

BapuaHToB Besinkoe MHOXeCTBO. Camoe rnaBHoe, - umnepaTop
nonpoboBan MOE& CKpOMHOe 6,080 W yAOBNETBOPEHHO ynblbHynca. - A

byny CMNOKOeH, YTO MeHA He TMOMbITawTCA CHOBA XEHUTb M Mos TalHa B
6esonacHocTu. A ecnM  nNpaBUTeNU  JepxaB  BCE  Xe  HanayT  NpUYMHY

pa3BA3aTb BOWHY, OT6OpPOM A BbiUIpal BpemMa U HAYHY T[OTOBUTLCA YyXe
ceilyac. UckaTb BbIXO4 M MpeAnpuHMMaTb Mepbl 3apaHee. Kak 3To Aenanocb

M3 MOKONEHUA B MOKOJEHMWE.. — MPAYHO 3aKOHYUN OH, HO MPOJOJIXMA eCTb,

ABHO HACNaXpaschb.

- MHe HyxXHO BC& 06AymMaTb, - MPOWU3HEC/]a POBHO, CXWUMAs BUKY.

Hagewcb umnepaTop JacT MHE BpeMA, XOTA Y MeHS ero npakTuyecku
HeT. Ho A 4yBCTBYW, 4TO He BCE TaK MNPOCTO U BbIrNAAUT CJAUWKOM ragKo.
B KOHUe KOHLOB, A He X04y OCTaBaTbCA MpU uMnepaTope ero GUKTUBHOWN
XeHow,

Ana oTBoda rnas..

- Bbl  MoxeTe nogymaTb, nean  OBepBya, noka ™Mbl  3aKaH4uBaeMm

Tpane3y, - TMpPOM3HEC wuMnNepaTop, MNOrpyxas B PpoT KyCOYeK CTpPYy4YKOBOW
daconu. n naxe He cKaxeub, 4yTo n3geBaeTcH. - Beab BpemeHu
npakTU4yecku

HeT.

Bonpekn xenaHuw OTAOXMTb BWAKY W MpekpaTUTb Tpanesy npsaMo
ceivac, npojonxuna HEeBO3MYTWUMO eCThb.

Fybbl MMnepaTopa APOTrHY/M B MOHUMalWen ynbibke.

- Yepe3z  HeckoNbKO  [JHeil  HeBecTbl  nNpubyayT BO  ABopel, M Bam
Heo6x0AMMO noABUTbLCA BMecTe C HUMU . Bam npefocTaBAT BCé
HeobxoAMMOe, BOJIHOBATbCS He O 4YeM, a A YyJlaxy BOMpoC C Bawumm
L0/ aMu

M BalWUM.. YXAXEPOM.

- f ewé He pana corfacus.. - 3aMeTuNa CAepXaHHO, He cBoaA ¢
umMnepaTopa rnas.

OH onycTun B poOT MOC/AEAHWKW MOpLUMK puca, CAoXun npubopsl
B3An candeTky.

- Bbl Xe yMHaa XeHwuHa, 3MMa, HaBepHAKa, Yyxe B3BeCuIn Bce «3a»

M  «NpoTUB», — KOHCTATUpPOBan OH, BbITUpaA Trybel. - T[loHMMaeTe, 4TO
HageATbCA Ha TO, YTO BaC KTO-TO BO3bMET B XEHbl W Bbl CYACT/AUBO
nposeférte OCTaToOK AHen, rayno. bpak c BAOBOW Bbi3OBET BOJIHY MOpUUAHMA

B obwecTtBe, a K TakoMy roTtoB Tonbko A. W nopa beinun, - pobasun He 6e3
UPOHUMU .



AKKYpaTHO MpPOMOKHY/la Fybbl U HENPUHYXAEHHO YAblbHYNaCh.

- fl camogocTaTo4Ha, Bawe Benu4yecTBO, 4TO6bL 6ONblie BOOOUE He
BCTynaTb B Opak. Kak Bbl, HaBepHoe, 3ameTuan, A MOry no3aboTuTbcsa o
cebe

M CKOPOTATb OCTATOK XWU3HKU B
OQMHOYeCTBe, KaK pa3 MeHA He nyraert.

- OTO A He y4én, - 33AyMYMBO MpWU3HaN UMMepaTop.

- Ho «Kkak Bbl TO4YHO nogmeTuau.. nopha bennn rotoB Ko Bcemy. K
Hec4yacTbl, eMy MnneBaTb Ha OKpPYyXeHWe W CnjieTHW, ero penyTtauuiw, Kak u

Bally, HWYTO He nowaTHET. [pu xenaHunm, OH XeHUNcs Obl Jaxe Ha
cnyxaHke. Takasa CMeNoOCTb U HE3aBUCUMMOCTb MOXBaJibHa, ecan 6bl 3TO He

KacanoCb MeHA.. — KaK 6bl 1 He xoTefa nNpu3HaBaTb, HO CAMOW MHe HU 3a

4yTo He n36aBnUTbLCA oT 3aHOCHYMBOT O nopgaa. - Ho NpUHATb Bawe

npefnoxeHne, nNpocTo MNOBEPUB Ha CJIOBO, He OYeHb pasymHo. £ He Xouy
3aKOHYUTb

XWM3Hb rAe-HUbyAb B noasemesnbe nocle
otbopa...

KoHel o3HakomuTenbHoro ¢parmeHta. KynuTb MOMHYH KHUTY Bbl MOXETEe Ha CTpaHWyKe
aBTopa:
https://litnet.com/ru/book/sekret-imperatora-ili-vdova-na-otbore-k-bede-b335449



