Ans Cyoo6oTuHa

Tpu KopoHbI nyisi MepTrBor Kuupuc



I'maBa nnepBas

Ee Be3nu B Mepopn B KOHIIE BTOPOI HEOENN IPEANOCIefHETO Mecsla KpacHX pyH. C Heba
KOTOPHIY JeHb CHITIAJICS IIelel, OCKOJIOK JIVHEI OCBelllal 3aTAHyThie TYMaHoM He6Geca CKYITBIM
aJIEIM CBETOM, @ BEJIMUECTBEHHEIH TOPOM 3arOpPOnnI cO60I0 BECh TOPU30HT, CIIOBHO YEPHOE
CMEepPTEeIbHOE IPOKIISITHE.

Kuupuc noexwunack OT X004, HaTSHYJIa IOTPEIIaHHOE MIEPCTSIHOE OOEesijio IO CaMOoro
nopbopopka. llernu Ha pyKax OBITM HEBEPOSTHO TSAXKENBIMU, 00cUAMaHOBEEe OpacieTs 10
KPOBHU HaTepnu 3amsicThsi. OHA OmyCcTHUsIa B3TJISAA Ha CKOBAaHHBIE KOJIOOKAMU HOTU. XOPOIIIO
XOTb CalloTH He 3a0pasu: CIIUTHE Ha 3aKa3 M3 TIOJIEHbEW KOXKU C OTHEJIKOM u3 600poBOro Mexa
— Temlepsd yKe eQUHCTBEHHOE MaTepUalbHOE CBUIETEIECTBO €€ BEICOKOT'0 COIIMAIbHOTO
cTatyca. XoTd, KaKas Teneph pa3Huna?

— Bort, Bo3bMu. — HagaupaTenb IPOTONKHYII CKBO3b IIPYThS PELIeTKH BOHIOUYIO 3aCajIeHHY0
LIKYPY, BCIO B TPSI3HBIX pa3Bomax. — 1oyt npubHIIH.

Kuupuc ¢ MmonyanuBoil HEHaBUCTHIO IPUHSATIA «Oap».
ITpoknsaTeie youiinsl. [ToTpomuTeny.

Cob6cTtBeHHAas ci1aboCTh Iepen IPOCTHIM XOJIOAOM XKI'yuel OTpaBOM pacTeKalach MO KOKeH.
I'me ke ee roppocTh? Kyma momeBaock XxBajieHOe GeccTpaliiue pac’Maa’ pei?

«Hctnemno B ToM KOCTpP€, BMeCTe C KOCTAMH HaCTaBHUI] U CECTEP».

Kuupuc ornsHyack. PogHast 00UTeIb 0CTaNlach ganeko mosagu. OHa He MOrjla HM BUNETh ObIM
ToXKapHiila, HU ITOYYBCTBOBATE 3allaxa TOPeJIol MIOTH U COOCTBEHHOTO TJIEIOIIero OyayIero,
HO 3HAaJa, YTO TaM, Ha[ JaJIeKMM OCTOBOM, [0 CHX IOP MOgHUMAaeTCs ObiM. ['ycTol u
3JI0BOHHBIH, YAYHIIAIOMIUH TO HEMHOT0€ XKUBOE, YTO OCTAJIOCh IIOCIIE OITYCTOIIAOIIEero
BTOPKEHUS HITPU3OB.

— Cparach OHa e¥, YyMa IIPOKJIATYIIasi, — CKa3aJl, pyrasiChb, BO3HHUIIA: OOJILIION MYZXKUK C
TPEXIaJIbLIMU PYYUIlaMU, BLIAAIOIIMMU B HEM IIPUMECh KPOBU «OOIOTHUKOB». — ['0JIOBY Ha
XPEeH C IjIeY — U, TJISOUINb, HallacTh OBl 9Ta paccesiiachk.

— Cawm ronoBy Bpy4dath Oymems, yMHUK? — Hagsupartenb, CMyTIIBIN, OIMHHOJIMILIN BUCT,
OTJISTHYJICS Ha IUIEHHUIY, KaK OyOTo KOaj, 4YTO Ta IPUCOEOUHUTCS K pa3roBopy. Kuupuc
mosrgana. OH IJIIOHYJ B IJIEHHUITY, MyTHas BSI3Kasl Kalljls MIJIEIIHYJIach OKOJIO Hee, He OJIeTEB
o camora Kakux-HuOynp nmonmnanbia. — Eciu KoponeBa-MaTh kejaeT ciepBa ¢ Hell TOBOPUTD,
3HAYUT, eCTh [JI 9TOro npuurHa. Y He HaM coBaThCs B 9TU BeJIUKOAepiKaBHLIEe mena. Harra
paboTa kakas? 2Keub U IIOTPOLINUTE, a ellle IPUBE3TU X0JIepy KOPojIeBe Ha II0TexXy. A yXK eciu
IIpUKaxKeT OCBEKEeBATh ee... — MyK4YWHA 3al1eJICS JOJITUM JIQIOIIUM KalllJIeM.

— YTt006 TH COOX, — TUXO, HO TaK, YTOOHI yCHbIIIanu oda, moxenana Kunpuc. — 3axiaeOHynCsS
CcOOCTBEHHOH T'HUJIBIO.

Ha MrHoBeHHe MyxK4uHa oToponen. Kunpuc, mpeqdyBCTBYs pacIipaBy, Ha BCIKUM Clydan
BTSIHYyJIa TOJIOBY B Ijieuu. Y1 BOBpeMsi: BUCT BBEIPBAJI U3 METJIH Y MOsiCa 3MOPOBEHHYIO MAJIKY,
0OUTYIO KeJIe3HBIMHU ITUTIAaCTHIMU JIEHTAMHU, U IPUHSIJICSA YTO €CTh CUJIBI KOJIOTUTH €10 110
kieTke. OH Jaxke IIOKPACHEJI OT YCEPOUS, 3aIIbIXaICs.

— TBaps TH 3pmakasd, rafgoube oTponbe! — Ilanka ¢ CUION NIA3THYJA O KPBIIIKY KJIIETKH COBCEM
PSAOOM C MakyIIKou njueHHuNsl. — IIKypy ciymnly, KHIIKM Ha Kojieca HamMoTalo!

Kuupuc 3axkMypuiack, Mogganach HEBOIbHOM maHukKe. OHa MHOTO Yero 6osijTach Ha 3TOM
CBeTe, HO CMepPTH He OBIJIO MecCTa B 3TOM CIucKe. [la 1 Kak 60SIThCSI TOTO, YTO BUENA
COOCTBEHHBIMHU T'JTadaMu? MOXKHO CKa3aTh, OHM C KOCTsIHOM cTaphle 3HaKOMEIE, €CITH He
nogpyru. Ho Hag3upaTens BIIOJIHE MOT IIYCTUTh B AEJI0 OOWH U3 MMEITOYHBIX MHCTPYMEHTOB, YTO
mepkas B HeOOIBIIIOM YepHOM (PyTIsipe: eMUHCTBEHHON CBOEH BeIly, KOTOPYIO CTapaTeIbHO
Oeper oT rpsi3u U, 06EPHYB TPSMUIleH, HOCUII 3a Ma3yxoi. Y Hags3upaTens OB/ MSICUCTHIE
KOPOTKME TaJIbILbl C PACIIIIONIEHHBIMH HOT'TSIMYM, B KOTOPHIX HUKAK HeIb3s OBIJIO yrafaTh
JIOBKOCTD ¥ TTOABUKHOCTb. Ho Kuupuc Boounio yoemunach, Kak BUPTYO3HO OH OPYIOBAasI UMH,
BEIPBIBASI HOI'TH €€ CeCTPaM U BhIpe3as rjia3a HacTaBHuIaM. OHU ObLIM OTBAXKHBIMU
KEHIIMHAMHU, HO IPOTUB YMEJIOH MBITKKA OOHOM TOJIBKO CMEJIOCTH 0Ka3aJloCh HeIOCTAaTOYHO.



— XBaTUT! — ocagui ero HalapHUK.

Buct oTogBUHYJICS, C HECKPHIBAEMBIM OTBpAIlleHUEM 3HIPKHYJI Ha niieHHuIty. Kuuprc 3nama —
MmoHUMaJla! — OH C YOOBOJILCTBUEM IIyCTHUJI OBl B XO[I CBOU MMPOKJISITHIE MHCTPYMEHTHI, JIUIIDb GBI
TIOCMOTPETH, KaK OyAeT phIaaTh MPOKJISITas poratasi MedpuTtuHa. Hamocnenok oH He
yIepzaJscs U ellle pa3 YTO eCTh CHUJIBI TPOXHYJI MATKOM O KPHIIIKY KIeTKHU. 3BYK ObLI TaKOH,
OynTo pa3Bep3nuck Hebeca. Kunpuc 3akMypuiach, 9yBCTBYSI HEBEPOSITHBIM CTHIZ 3a TO, YTO
el HeoCTaeT My2KeCTBa CTOMKO BBEIIEPXKAaTh U3AeBaTeIbcTBO. YTo OB CKa3ajla HaCTaBHUIIA
JlopwuH, ecnu 6B yBUIENIA TaKylo c1aboCTh qyxa?

«Huyero oHa yXke He CKaXeT, — C ropeublo Irogymana Kuupuc, — moromy 4To CBOU
IociefHUe CJIOBa OHA BEIKPUKHYIIA, Cropas KOCTpe».

— I'msapgu, 9TO Hafenan, — MPOCOIEN BO3HUIA, THIKAs HajblleM B CTOPOHY CKYJISIIen
IUIeHHUNEL. — [[ymMaeIns, Hac 3a 3TO IO I'OJIOBe IOTJIafmsaT?

— [I®IK, 3BIK €8 OTpeXKeM, a KOPOJieBe CKaxXkKeM, YTO TBaphb €ro OT 3JI0OCTH OTKYCHIIA.

Kuupuc Ha MrHOBeHUe IIogyMajia, 4To, OyOb OHa He TaKou ciaboxapaKTepHOM, MpUHsIa Obl
CloBa BUCTa 3a nopacka3ky. Ho kKyna efi... CTOMI0 BCIOMHUTDL 00 MeanabHO OJIECTAIINX
TOHEHBKUX UTJIaX U MOJIOTOYKaX, KOTOPEIMU MY4YUTEJIb OPYOOBaJl C U3ALIeCTBOM IIIBEU — U
3a4aTKU PEIIMMOCTH CHECIIO HOBOM BOJIHOM CTpaxa. TOIIHOTBOPHOTO JIMIIKOTO CTPaxa, OT
KOTOPOTO OHAa caMa cebe Okljla IPOTUBHA.

— Tccc, — BOPYT BCIIOJIOIIUIICS BUCT, BHOBB IOCTA IaJIKy, KOTOPYIO TOJILKO YTO BEPHYI Ha
IpexHee MeCcTO y mosica. — EfileT KTo-T0?

Bo3uuna npucnymancs, Kuupuc — Bcieq 3a HuMu. M3 nyCTOTH IT03agU HUX, 3aIll0JTHEHHOU
TYMaHOM U IIeIJIOM, pa3fa’icsl TOIOT KOmbIT. Jlomanu. Bo3HuIa noTsHyscs 3a apbaneTom,
JIOBKO B3BeJI CTPeIly, LIeJIsiCh B TEMHOTY.

CHayvaJsia Kuupuc He BUAena HUYETO, JIUIIh Pa3MbITHE TEHU BCAHUKOB, HO IO Mepe
HapacTaHus ryna QUryps CTaHOBUIIMCH BCce Ooiee 0T4eTIUBEIMU. [lepBEIM BEI€Xal BCAOHUK Ha
OGestocHeXHOM Kepeblie B IOpPOoroi, oTaeslaHHOM cepedpoM OpoHe U B cepebpsiHoil ke copye.
WM mpaBuUi TEHEPOXKOEHHKIN: IPABUJI OMHOW PYKOM, BO BTOPOU AepkKa 00HaKEHHBIN U
OKPOBAaBJIEHHBIN KOPOTKUM KIUHOK. OmeT OH ObIJI 3alIPOCTO: I'PSI3HASI COPOYKA, TAKUE XKe
TPSI3HBIE CBETI0-KOPUYHEBEIE KOXKaHbIe MITaHbl. Eciu OBl He TOHKAs MayTUHaA KOMbYYyTH,
Kuupuc, moxainy#, mpuHsiia Obl ero 3a rouia i GepMepcKoro ChHa. BripoueM, ero 3CKOpT
— YeTBEePO BOOPYXKEHHEBIX N0 3y00B, 3aKOBAHHEIX B TsAXKeJble JOCIIeXU BOUHOB —
KPacHOPEYHUBO CBUIETEIBCTBOBAJ 00 OIIMOOYHOCTH TAKUX BHIBOTIOB.

— I'myxas MeHsI ofepH... — OPYyT 3a APYyTroM IPoGOpMOTanu ee IJIEHUTENN — U, To0pocas
CBO€ OPY’KUe, CIPBLITHYIU C TeJIeTH, YTOOH OyITEIXHYTHCS Ha KOJIEHU MPSIMO B I'PSI3HYIO XKUXKY.

BcagHuk OBICTPO HarHAJ TeJery, 0e3pa3/InYHo OIEHUI CIIEPBA OTOMBAOIIHNX ITOKIOHBI
IIyTHUKOB, ITIOTOM OpPOCHUII BT/ Ha CKYOHYIO ITOKIaXy, ¥ TONBKO IOTOM yIOCTOMJI BHUMAaHUS
KJIETKY — C JIIOOONBITCTBOM YCTABUJICS Ha 3aTOYEHHYIO B HEW [EBYIIKY.

B cBete JIYHHOT'O OCKOIJIKaQ, p06KO BBICKOJIB3HYBIIET'O U3 3aTOYEHUS IIEIIeJIbHBIX 00JIaK0B, ero
JIUIIO Ha MUT ITOJIHOCTEIO ITOKAa3aJIOCh U3 TEHH.

— YT0 3TO 3a NTAIIKY BB HONMaIU B MoeM Jiecy? — TeHepOXKOeHHBIN 4yTh CKJIOHUJTI TOJIOBY,
CBETJIbIe BCKJIOKOYEHHBIE BOJIOCH OOHAXKMJIIM OJIMHHOE OCTPOE YXO C Cepbroil B BEpXHEU YacTu
YUIHOTO XpsIa. HeBO3MOKHO cephle, IOUTH IIPO3PAYHBIE TJ1a3a TEHEPOKAEHHOTO OIIyIaIu
JIUIIO IIJIEHHUIIEI, He IIPONyCKasa HU caHTuMeTpa. — Hy?! — pa3gpazkeHHO, He TOBOpaYyuBas
TOJIOBEI, IIOTOPOIIUJI OH C OTBETOM.

— Oto nramka u3 Kepaka, — pUCKHYII 3arOBOPUTE BO3HUIA. — OTJIOBIEHA [I0 JIUNYHOU
npocbbe KopomneBrl-MmaTepu, HacimegHUK TEHH.

— BoT Kak... — HEMHOTO HapacIleB MPOU3HEC TeHEePOKAeHHbIH. OH CIPHITHYII C JIOLIAOH,
TIOTOM, CJIOBHO Gapc, yBUAaBIINM H0OLIYY, B30Opascs Ha Tejery, B3sJICs JTafoHAMHU 3a NPYThs
KJIETKU. — MaTyIka ObIBaeT TaK YIUBUTEILHO MUJIa B CBOUX MOMBITKAX HAM YTOOUTh.

CroBa Mpo3BydYaay C TAKUM MOTUYEPKHYTHIM XOJI0A0M, YTO KUUPUC HEBOJIFHO MOATSIHY A
BOHIOYYIO IIIKYPY eIlle BHIIIIe, IIPsYa JIUIO0 B 3acajleHHOM MeXy. IToneITKka HabpoCUTh Ha TOJI0BY



KaIlIOIIOH I'PA3HOIO IIjIalla, YTOOEI CKDPEITE CBO€ ITPOMCXOKIOEeHKWEe, HE YBEHYaJIaCh YCIIEXOM:
CJIMIIKOM HH3KO CIIOJI3JIa 3a CIIMHY TPEeKJIsATasA TKaHb.

Tak BoT oH Kakoii, HaciegHUK TeHHU.

OpmHa U3 mOoraHBIX TOJIOB MepoaCcKoM TUAPHI, KOTOPasi TPETHUi I'of XKKeT BOIbHLIE TOpoaa 1
MeJIKVe TOCyIapCTBa, HEP3HYBIINE 0TKA3aThC OT «KMUJIOCTU» IPUMKHYTh K BEJIMKOMN
HaTtpu3sckoit umnepuu. CI0OBHO MPOYUTAB €€ MBIC/IN, TEHEPOXKOECHHBIN TPUOIN3UIT JTUIIO TOUYTH
BIIJIOTHYIO K IMIPYThsIM — TaK, YTO Ha ero Ji0y cTajla BUOHA TOHKAsS, YBUTAs APEBHUMU
IHMChbMEHaMH II0JIOCKa o0pyda.

Kunpuc HeBOIbHO ITOEXKUIIach, BCIOMUHAS BCe, YTO 0 HacnegHuKe TeHU pacCKa3biBalu
CECTPHI B XpaMe. YOuiilia, CyMacIIedIIui IOTPOLINTEb, HE IIPOIIAOIINNA HUUYET0 U HUKOMY, He
OapYIOIIU MOMak! faXke TeM, KTO JOOPOBOJIFHO CHAJICS B IJIEH.

— Kak Teb6s 30ByT, ITAIIKa? — MSTKO OCBEIOMUJICS OH, CJIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHHBINM Pa3TIITALIBAS
ee TsXKeJble, 3arHyTHE 3a yIIu 300HUTOBO-YE€PHEIE pOTa.

Kuupuc nmpomonuana. Bo3aM0XKHO, el BCce-TaKu CTOUIIO HabpaThCsa XpabpPOCTH B OTKYCUTE cebe
sI3BIK? BO3MOZKHO, TOT IBITOYHEIM MacTep C IIJIOCKUMH IalbllaMu U UeaJTbHO-YUCTHIMHU
WHCTPYMEHTaMU — BCETO JIUIIh TOIMACTEPhEe B CDABHEHUU C HACTOSIIIUM CaJMICTOM?

— Hy xe, nTamka, 51 kay. — OH yJIBIOHYJICS OOHUM I'yOaMu.

Ona OTPUIIATEJIbPHO MOTHYJIAa TOJIOBOM. 3aqu, €CJIM UHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEeHHsA TBEPOUT He
IIepevYuTh 3TOMY LIEJ'[OBGKY? BO3HI/IH8. 1 Haa3upaTeJib MOTJIN JIMIIb U3MBIBATHCSA HaA Heﬁ, HO B
HUX PYKaX He OBLJIO BJIACTHU OTIIPABUTL €€ Ha TOT CBET. A HaCJ'IeJlHI/IK TE€HHU MOZKET 3aIlIpOCTO
BCKPBITD €M I'TIOTKY U HacllaXkaaThCsl cCOOCTBEHHOM 6e3HaKa3aHHOCTHIO.

— MHe HpPaBUTCS ee yIPSIMCTBO, — YyTh IIOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY, He 00palasich HU K KOMY
KOHKPETHO U B TO 7K€ BpeMs KO BCEM Cpa3ly, CKa3aJl TEHEPOXKIOEeHHbIU. — ¢ caM OTBe3y IITAIIKy
B Mepoq.

Kuupuc Bupena, Kak pa3oM nobienHenu jguna ee cornagataeB. OHU IeperisHyIuCh, Kak
OynTo MCKanu OpPYT V Opyra HOAAepKKU Ajisi 6€3YMHOT0 OCTYIKa — ITOTBITKHA
BOCIIPENsITCTBOBaTh HacnemHWKY TeHU ¥ OTTOBOPUTH OT 3ayMaHHOTO.

— Ho, moMuH... - BCe-TaK! OTBaXXUJICSA NBEITOYHBIX OEJT MacTep, — KOpOJ'IeBa-MaTB Bejiea...

OcTpoyxu¥l yIpy4eHHO KayHYyJ I'0JI0BOM, KakK OyIOTO HafessICsl, YTO BCeM IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUM
XBaTUT 61aropa3yMusi IOMaJKHUBATh, ¥ TOMBKO OTOMY, YTO 3TOTO HE ITPOU3OIIIO0, €T0
BBIHYZKIAIOT AejlaTh IPI3HyI0 paborTy.

OH pa3BepHYJICS, CIPBITHYJI C TeJIeTH U OBUHYJICS K CMeIb4aKy. ToT 3ajeneTan 4To-TO B CBOe
oIpaBOaHMe HaJPHIBHO PBYIIUMCS 0jIocoM. KUMpHC BUeNa CTpax U MTaHUKY B €ro rjla3ax, u C
HacJlaXXOeHWeM BIIMTHIBAIA KaXkAyIo SMOIui0. Bpsig mu mpoucxopasinee MOXKHO Ha3BaTh
BCEJIEHCKOM CITPaBeIINBOCTHIO, HO €CNIM OOWH IMOJOHOK YCTPOUT BEIBOJIOYKY APYTOMY — 3TO JIU
He IIOBOJ II0PafoBaThLCA?

— KoponeBa-MaTh Bejena, 3HQ4YUT... — InpomenTan HacnegHUK TeHU, pa3risagbiBas
BaJISIONIEECS Y CBOUX HOT TEeJI0, TPSCYIIEECs OT CTpaxa. — A s BeJII0 TBOEMY HAllapHUKY
IeperprI3Th Tebe ITIOTKY, eCNIU OH He X04eT pa3fe/IuTh TBOI y4acTh O0ONITAaThCS BOH HAa TOM
IepeBe U CTHIAJIUBO MPUAEPKUBATh PyKaMu COOCTBEHHBIE KUIITKH.

— He rueBaticsa, moMuH! — MyX4uHa pa3Be 4TO 3eMJII0 He eI OT oT4asdHusa. — bepu
TIPOKISTYIO IeBYOHKY, XOTh OHI U yOel ee.

— Bort yx cmacu60 3a BeICOUaiilliee JO3BOIeHHE.

Ha mraoBeHue Kunpuc 1moka3aiaoch, YTO TEHEPOXKIEHEIH He MOMaguT MyKuKa. OHa ITOYTH
JKeJjana YBUMETh, KaK 9TOT HaJMEeHHBIH MMoTraHel] IyCTUT B XO[ CBOM KIIMHOK, KaK BCKPOET
TIBEITOYHOTO MacTepa OT maxa A0 KOHUHKa HOoca.

— Knrou. — HacnegHUK IPOTAHYT PYKY.

ITepenyraHHbIE Haf3UpaTENbh CYHYI TPSICYIIYIOCS PYKY 3a ITa3yXy, COPBAJI C BEPEBKHU



MaCCHBHBIN YEPHBIN KITIOY, IIPOTSHYJI TOCIOOUHY.

[axe B momympake Kumpuc xopomio yBuzesa, Kak aJl9HO CBEPKHYJIa TEMHO-Cepasi KpoOMKa Ha
KOPOTKOM /1e3BUHU KIWHKa. OOuH 6e3ynpedyHbId yoap — U CyYMepPKH B30pPBajl KPUK OOITH.
Hapsupatens yxBaTHIICS 3@ TO MeCTO, I'Ile MTHOBeHHe Ha3al OblIo yxo. Teneps 0HO KyCKOM
6ecIIoe3HOM MJIOTU BaJIsIJIOCh ¥ HETO 107 HOraMu.

— OT0 4TOOH! B CIIEAYIOIIMM pa3 3HaJl, YTO POT CTOUT OTKPHIBATh JIMIIL KOrga 00 3ToOM
IIPOCAT, — B IOIOJIHEHNE K KPOBaBo# Hayke cka3an Hacrmemuuk. — 51 He oTpyOun reée pyky
TOJIBKO II0TOMY, YTO TEl COOCTBEHHOCTh MO€eM MaTyIIKK U HaBepHSKa ellle MOXKeIllb OBITh el
nosneseH. C 06enMy KOHEYHOCTSIMHU, Pa3yMeeTcs.

HacnegHuk BEHITED OKPOBABJIEHHBIN KJIMHOK O Py0axXy BO3HUIIEI, KOTOPHIN BCE 3TO BPEMS
OIleNIeHeI0 ¥ MOHOTOHHO KOJIOTHJI JIOOM 03eMb. ['psi3h MOTHOCTHIO CKPhIJIa YEPTHI €T0 JIUIIA, HO
maXke CKBO3b Hee Kuupuc Bumena ero yxac. Bo3Huile coBepIiiieHHO He XOTEJIOCh Pa3OeTuTh
y4acTh CBOETO0 OONTIMBOTO HallapHUKA.

HaCJ‘IeJIHI/IK BEPHYJICA K KJIETKE€, OTOMKHYJI 3aMOK U ITOYTH I'aJIaHTHO, CJIOBHO OHa Onlnia
3aMOPCKOU IPUHIIECCOM, IPOTIHYII PYKY.

— ,]1061)0 II102KaJIOBATh Ha CBO6OIIy, IITAlllKa, — IIPOU3HEC OH, HUCKOJILKO HE CMyIIIasiCh, 9YTO Ha
€Tr0 Callorax ajieeT CBUOEeTEJIbCTBO TOJIBKO YTO HpOHHTOﬁ KPOBH, a I103aJu BOET U BaJIIE€TCA B
I'psaA3n I/ISy'Be‘{eHHbe/i YeJIOBEK.

Kuuprc oT4assHHO 3aX0TEI0Ch IPEBPATUTHCS B MBIIIL U MTPOCOYUTHCS MEXAY MPYThSIMHU, JTUIITH
OBl He TPUHUMATH 9Ty BHE3anHyIo noMoib. OHA CrIOTHYJIa, 3aBOPOKEHO U3ydasi ero Y3KyI0
JIaJlOHb C HEBEPOSITHO AJIMHHBIMU IaibllaMy, 00JIbIlle IPUIUYECTBYIOIUMY apbUcTy, a He
ITPOCJIABJIEHHOMY MSICHUKY.

— Tebe He cToUT MeHs 60sITbCS, — MOAOOAPHUI OH. M TyT Ke mpubaBuil, yXe ¢ HEKOTOPHIM
pasmpaxenueM: — 1o KpaiiHei Mepe [0 TeX Iop, M0Ka TBOe YIPSIMCTBO He CTaHeT
YTOMUTEJIbHBIM.

OHa He cTajla UCKYIIIaTh CyAbOYy M CTAHOBUTHCS OYEPEIHOM XKEePTBOM ero OBICTPO PBYILIETOCS
TEepPIeHus] — MOAanach BIepe[, MPOTsIHyIa PyKy. Hacneguuk TeHU pBaHyn ee Ha cebs: Kuupuc
HeIpeMeHHO pacIulacTajach OBl Ha IIOJIy KJIeTKY, HO OH BOBPEMSI ITIOJIXBATHUII €€ U BEIBOJIOK
Hapyxy. Konogku Bucenu Ha HOTaxX HEMOCUJILHOM HOIIelM, CBOAs Ha HeT KaXKIbIH, Jaxe caMbIi
KOPOTKUM mIar.

ITo mpuka3y CBOEro rocuofgrHa KTO-TO U3 BOMHOB OPOCHUJI eMy KOPOTKUM TOMOPUK. HacnemHuk
JIETKO BKOJIOTHJI TOIIOPUIIle B TOHKM 3a30p MeXKIy OBYMS ePEBSIHHLIMU II0JIOBUHKAMHU,
HaxkaJl — ¥ BCKPBUI, CIIOBHO opeX. Bce aTo Bpemst Kumpuc oreneHesno, 605iCb TPOPOHUTD XOTh
CJI0BO, HabII01aa 3a ero OBUKEHUSIMH. UTO XK, C TOIIOPOM IIOTPOIIUTENL o0palllaeTcs HU4yTh
He XyXKe, 4YeM C KJIUHKOM.

— Ot Tebs BOHSIET, — CKa3all HacnemHuk TeHHu, 3aMETHO IIOMOPITKUBIINCE.

— Ot Tebs ToxKe, — YeCTHO OTBeTusa oHa. U TYT 2Ke€ I10XKaJiejla, YTO He MO2KEeT BEPHYTh BpeMsi
BCIIATD, YTOORI IIPOTJIOTUTH 3TY OE€P30CTh.

Ho, moxoxe, ee clmoBa MPOU3BEJIN MIPSIMO ITPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHKIN 3pdheKT. CBeTiast 6poBb
HacnepgHuKka youBIeHHO HaJIOMUIACH, B IJ1a3aX CBEPKHYII a3apT xullHUKa. OHU CTOSIIU TaK
61M3KO0 OpyT K Opyry, 94To Kumpuc 3anpocTo Moria no4yBCTBOBATh, KaK TPEBOXKHO KOJIOTUTHCS
B €T0 pyKax ee OecmoMomHoe Tejo. [IonkTKa cCoOBIafaTh C YYBCTBAMY 3aKOHYMIIACH ITOJTHBIM
¢racko. OHa nomnelTanach XOTh Ha 1Iar YBEIUYUTL PACCTOSTHUE MEeXIy HUMU, HO
TEHEePOXKOEeHHEIN ellle Kpelrde puxkai K ce0e 3acinykKeHHYI0 HoObIYY.

— U Tak, s mam Tebe elle OAWH IITaHC Ha3BaTh CBOE MMsI, ITAIlIKa, — CMUJIOCTUBUIICS OH, BCE
cubHee BIaB/IMBAs MTAJIbLEI B ee myieun. — Ho umel BBUAY: MUHYBIINE TPU OHS S IPOBETI B
cefinie, el TOJIYCEIPOe MSICO, TIOYTH He CIall U YIIYCTUI OBYX XKUPHBIX OJIeHEH, Ipexae yeM
HACTUT TPETHETO. BPsiI 1 51 PACIIONOKeH BO3UTHCS €IIe U C TBOUM abCYpPIHBIM YIPSIMCTBOM.

OT Hero meMCcTBUTENIbHO He CJIIMUIIKOM XOPOIIIO MTaXJyio: CMEePTHI0, CTAPOH KPOBBIO, KOHCKUM
TIOTOM. A elle — 3710CThI0. KUMpPHC eiBa coepKuBajach, YTOOB HE 3aJIETIUTh HOC Tag0HbBIO,
IPeKpacHo MOHUMasI, YTO HoA06HOoe IToBeeHNe TPUAETCS He MO0 AyIle ee HOBOMY «XO3SUHY».



«TBl HEe CTaHeIb II0JIe3Hee MePTBOM, — OCTOPOZXKHO MOCKa3all BHYyTPEHHUN rojmoc. — Uinu
0e3pyKoi».

— KI/II/IpI/IC, — HaKOHEII, Ha3BaJlaChk OHa.

— Kuupuc. — OH mokaTaj uMs Ha sI3bIKe, CMaKysi, 0yATO 3K30TUYECKYIO CJIafloCcTh. I[ToToM
IIOTSHYJICA K Illee IIJIGHHUIIEl, COEePHYJI II0JIOCKY TKaHY, KOTOPHIE OHAa KMCIIOJIb30Bajia BMECTO
YKpPaJeHHOT 0 ee IJIeHUTeIsIMuTaspHa. — Tl — pac’Maa’pa?

Ero masne1r CKoOIb3HYII 110 TOHKOM, 6€3yIIpeYHo POBHOM JIMHUM Ha ee ropie. Kuupuc crioruyna,
KOT7la TeHEePOXKIOEeHHbIN HaKJIOHUJICS K CaMOMY ee JIHITY, YTOOHI IMOIyyYIlle PaCCMOTPETh IIpaM.
B ero cBeT/BIX BOIOCaX BUTHEJIUCH KOJITYHBI 3aIIEKIIENCS KPOBH.

— CkoBaHHaa? — MIPOIOJIZKUII OH OOIIPOC.

OHa IpOCTO KUBHYJIA, UCIIBITHIBAS JIUIITb OJHO JKEJIaHWe — OTOABUHYTHCS OT HETO Ha
0Ge30macHOe pacCTosTHME, COPOCUTH ITPOXJIAgHYIO JJaJOHb CO CBOEH e, 4TOOhI, HaKOHEeIl,
mepecTaThb OPOXKaTh OT IPOHUKAIOIIET0 MO KOXKY CTpaxa.

— JlagHo, 06 ocTanbHOM moGeceqyeM B Iopore.

OH mOMOT el CITyCTUTBCS, JIETKO yCaauil Ha CBoeTo kepebiia. [1o memyky naiblleB HaClegHUKY
nomasnu OypPOIOK.

— TBI BCST OPOXKMUIIIL, pac’Maa’pa, — IOCEeTOBaJI OH, KaK OYIOTO ¥ BIPABOy MepexKuBa 3a ee
caMO4yBCTBUe. — BoOT, BEIlel. DTO nyydlllee 3eMITHUYHOE BUHO Ha THICAYU MUIIb BOKPYT.

OHa c COMHeHUEeM NOCMOTpeJia Ha yroiueHue. B oTBeT Ha 3TOT B3rnang HacnegHUK nuilb
HEeTEePIeINBO IOATOIKHYJ OYP/IOK el B pyKu. Kuupuc cTonno Tpyaa DOOHECTH eT0 K rybam: B
TIOCIeOHUE THU OHA eJla YePCTBHIM Xx/1e0 U ITHIa KUCJI0e IIPOrOPKJIIOe MOJIOKO, OT KOTOPOTO ee
JKeTyooK IIOCTOSTHHO BhIBOpPA4YMBajo Hau3HAHKY. [locyie TaKOM OUETHI U TATOT IIPOIIEqIINX
OHEeM OHa efiBa ImeBenuaachk. Ho BpSm v TeHEepOXKIOEeHHBIN 00pamyeTcsi, eClIU OHA MTPOILET €T0
YTOIIEeHUE.

Buno B camoM [pene OBITIO H3YMUTENILHEIM. 3@ CBOU IIOJIHBIX BOCEMHANLATH JieT Kuupuc nuna
aJIKOT0JIb BCETO ABaXKIHI U ITIOHMMAJa, YTO 9TOT0 OMBITA HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOH ITO-HACTOSIIEMY
OIIEHUTH BKyC HanmuTka. Ho cToumo cinagkoMy XMeJio KOCHYThCS sI3bIKa — KakK apoMaT CIIeIon
COYHOM 3eMJISHUKHU y[apuil B IOJIOBY ClIafKol Herol. Kuupuc coenana Tpu XKaIHBIX TJIOTKA,
mpexae YeM IOoHsJIa, 4To HaclegqHUK TeHW HaCTOWYMBO 3abupaeT OyPOIOK U3 ee PYK.

— XBartut, Kuupuc, uHade ThHI 3axMeJieelllb, — IOCMEUBaJICS TEHEPOKAEeHHEIH, YCaXKUBasiACh
mo3anu Hee. — A MHe OBl XOT€JIOCh, YTOOH 3aMOPCKast AUKOBUHKA CKpaCHUila MOM CKYYHBIHN
IyTh JOMOU CBOMMU 3HaMEHUTHIMU CKa3KaMU, a He IbIHBIM xpanoM. KctaTtu, MeHs 30ByT
PyaHTap, HO THI, ITAlllka, MOXKeIIb 3BaTh MeHs PyHH.

OpHoM pyKoO#M OH 00XBaTHUJI €€ 3a TaJuio, IJIOTHO IpuXKai K cebe. [Ipyro# B3sii moon. Kunpuc
OYeHb XOTeJIOCh OTOOBUHYTHCSA, HO JIYKU Ce[Jjia, CJIOBHO TUCKU, IIPUXKAIU UX OPYT K OPYyry
mo4Ty ¢ 60JIe3HEHHOU IIJIOTHOCTHIO.

— ¢ He paccKa3bIBalo CKa30K, — CKas3ajla OHa Tuxo. bosamack, 4To ¥ 3T0Oro 6ymeT 4OCTAaTOYHO,
4TOOBI PA303/IUTh €€ He OT/IMYAIOUIeroCs TEPIEeHNeM CIIyTHUKa. — He 3Hato HU OTHOU.

BmecTo oTBeTa 0oH nmpubIM3UI T'yOH K €€ yXy U IPOIIenTall:

— Hy Ttak npugymail mockopee, IITamka, IOTOMY YTO CKyKa 3JIUT MEHS CUJIbHEE, YeM
HeIoCIIyllaHue.



I'maBa BTOpas

TombKO KOTHa UX HeOGOJBION oTpsan Beiexan, Kuupuc yBugena, Ha KOT0O UMEHHO OXOTHJICS
Hacnepguuk PyHH. Yepes ciuHY OHOM M3 BbIOYHEIX JIOIIageh Oblyia mepedpollieHa rpoMagHast
jloxMaTas Tylla gapkepa. OH ObIJTI TAKMM OTPOMHEIM, UTO IIEPEIHNEe KOHEYHOCTH BOJIOYUIIHUCH
1o 3emsie. TBapp yOMIUM OOHUM TOYHBIM YAAPOM, O YEM CBUIETEILCTBOBAIN €€ MINPOKO-
pacnaxHyTele, IPeBPaTUBIINECS B KaMeHb I'jla3a.

YBupes 3&HHTepeCOBaHHbeI B3I MJIeHHUIEI, PYHH IIOSICHUII:

— Japkep mocaxmaa MECTHBIM KpPeCThsIHaM: KpaJ JeTel U pa3BelllnBaji UX BHYTPEHHOCTH, Kak
MTPaA3OHUYHYIO TUAPSHAY. KTO-TO momKeH OBUT 1T03a60TUTHCS 00 3TUX HECYACTHHIX, TTI0Ka OOUH
MOM OpaT 3aHSIT COYMHUTEJIbCTBOM IIPHUKA30B, a OPYyroi codupaeT COMOAaTUKOB U3 THUIU U
KOCTeH.

CroBa mpo3By4asnu Tak, 6yaro HaciemHUK OedCTBUTENIBHO cUuTan cebsi cracuTeneM
HEeCYaCTHHIX KpecThsiH. Ha camMoM ke fefiegapKepsl, CKPpyMbI, TPEXTOJIOBEIE TEPTHIU eIlle COTHU
Ooslee MEJIKUX, HO TAKWX 7Ke KPOBOXKAMHBIX TBapel MOSIBUINCH B PyXaHerno BUHE HX
MIPOKJIITOTO ceMelicTBa. Ho He TOBOPUTH Ke eMy 00 9ToM, TeM Oojiee ceiiuac, KOraa OH CUIUT
Tak OJIM3KO, YTO MOXKET3aIIPOCTO CBEPHYTh €M IIel0.

— 4 cneimman, Bo BpeMsi CKOBBIBAHU S HOCIIYITHUITEI COBOKYIIISIFOTCS C H' TapaMu, — CKa3as
PyHH, KOoTna BcamHUKY BhleXalu Ha TpakT. — M He mo pasy.

Kuupuc egBa cymesia IpoTrjOoTUTh TOPBKUN CMEIIIOK — PAaCX0KUM MUQ, KOTOPHIH 1IeaApo
pacIpoCcTpaHsioT YucToIUIon u3 bernoi 3apu.

— Pa3zBe s cMmelo B ueM-To pa3ybexpats HacrnegHuKa TeHU? — CIIPOCUIIA OHA, OTYET0-TO He B
cujiaX OTOPBAaTh B3TJISAA OT PYKM, KOTOPOM PyHH yBEpEHHO IpPaBUJI JIOIIAIBIO.

— Tak «ma» UiIn <«HeT»?

— Putyan CKOBEIBaHUSI — TaWHCTBO. £ HE CM€EI0 PACKPHIBATh CEKPETHI, KOTOPHIE XPAaHUINUCh
CTOJIETUSIMH [0 MOETO POXKOCHUSI.

— axe ecnu 51 iepepexy Tebe IrIoTKY?

KI/II/IpI/IC HEeBOJIBHO B3[POIrHYyJIa OT TOI'0, KaK XOJIOOHO IIPO3BYy4YaJid 3TU CJIOBA. Ee CTpax TyT XKe
IIO9YyBCTBOBAJI Hacnennuk, IIOTOMY 9TO OH HETPOMKO PaCCMedJICsA, U €ro PyKa MSATKO
IIorjaguniia ee XKUBOT CKBO3b I'DA3HYIO TKaHB IIJIaThd.

— 3Haelllb, TOYEeMY ST BBITAIINUI TeOs U3 IPSI3HON KJIETKHU, IITAlIKa?
— YTtoOrI mEepepe3aTh ITIOTKY? — BEPHYJIA OHA HETABHIOI YIPO3Y.

— Bo3MOXHO, KOT[[a Thl MHE HACKYy4HIllb... — HE CTaJl OTIIUPAThCSA OH. — Ho B OombIei
CTeIleHU IIOTOMY, YTO THI IIPUBIEKJIa MOEe BHUMaHKWe. A CO MHOU TaKoe He4aCTO CIIy4aeTcs.

— Pa3Be HacimegHUKy HYKHO 3ayMBIBAThCsI 00 OMHOM JKEHIIMHE, KOTAA B €T0 PACIOPSIXKEeHUN
1enbIl apaxaH?

— TTokopHEIE ¥ Ha BCE COTIACHBIE KEHIITUHBI — YTO MOXKET OLITh CKyJHee?
OnHa ckopee MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UYEM yBUIEIA, KaK PyHH OPE3rInBO MOPIIUTCS.

— Epma He moimkHa misicaTh Ha Tapejike, — oTBeTHsa Kuupuc cnoBaMu HaCTOSITEIIbHUIIEI,
KoTopas o0ydara MOCYIIHUL IPEMYIPOCTSIM JTI000BHOU UTDHL.

— XKenmmHa — He efga, Kuupuc, x0T y KaxkOou eCTb CBOM COOCTBEHHBIM YHUKAIbHEIN BKYC U
3amax. Pa3Be TeOs1 HEe OOYYHUIM 3TUM CAaKPaIbHBIM UCTUHAM?

OHa 3aXXMypuiiachk, MedTas JIUIIb O TOM, KaK OBl IOCKOpPee N30aBUTHCSA OT HEOKMUIAHHOTO
BHUMAaHUS TEHEPOXKIEHHOrOo. JII0CKas MOJIBa He Bpajia — OH OBbUI SBHO HE B JIaZy CO CBOMMU
BHYTPEHHUMU JeMOHaMU, U ero HaCTPOeHUEe MEeHSJIOCh OBICTPee, YeM BOCTOYHEIM BeTep. Kak
TYT IIPeAyrafaTh, KOrfaa eMy B30peieT B TOJI0BY O3JIOOMTHCS UM BEIMECTUTH HEJIOBOILCTBO Ha
TIepBOM, KTO ITIOABEPHETCS MO PYKYy — Ha Heu?



— Boioch, MO 3HAHUS HUYETO HE CTOST B CPABHEHUHU C BAIIIUM OILITOM.
HacnegHuK Ts2KeI0 BEIOOXHYII.

— 4 gyepToBCcKU ycTan, Kuupuc, u eqBa B COCTOSTHUM OepPXKAThCS B cefjie, — II0CETOBAJI OH, U
ero ronoc cmaryuscs. — C ynoBoIbCTBUEM OBI IIPOCBETUII TEOS O TOM, KaKOM IOJI?)KHA OBITh
KEHIIWHA, 4TOOHI B €€ MOCTEJIh XOTEI0Ch BEPHYTHCS, HO, 60I0CH, TOTIa ¥ MEHSI He OCTAHETCS
cuy mepxkathb TeOsI Ha KOPOTKOM IIOBOfKe. Tak 4To crueiail HaM 000MM OIOJIXKeHUe: He cMel
maXke HaJlesIThCs, YTOOBI cOekaTh, B MPOTUBHOM Ciiydae 51 Oy[y oueHb He[OBOJIEH. A 3TO
O3HAYaeT, YTO BOT €My, — OH KMBHYJI Ha JOXJIyIO TyITy, — IIOBe3JI0 60bIle, 4eM Tebe.

Kuupuc crnoTHyna, 3a94eM-To KMBHYJIa, caMa He [0 KOHIIA OCO3HaBasi, C YeM COTJIacHUIach.
Bexatp? OHa ObI caMa ce0s1 He Ha3Bajla YMHOM, eciiu OBl pUCKHY/Ia 6e2KaThb OT 9TOT0 MOHCTPA,
He MMes B 3arace Kak MUHUMYM MTOAXOMOSIIEro miaaHa. [la u Kak 6exkaTh, KOTa efBa
mepecTaBJisielllb HOTU?

— U BoT emie uTo, Kuupuc, — 0H ¢ KAKMM-TO M30MIPEHHBIM TPEIIETOM IIOTJIaAUJI OCTPBIM Kpah
OIHOTO U3 ee 900HUTOBEIX POT'OB, — Y MEHSI OYeHb UyTKuiM CoH. Ha TOT ciy4aii, eciu B Xpame
u3 Tebs1 elre He BEIOWIN BCIO HETIOKOPHOCTE, ITPEeAyIpeXkKaat0: UTPATh B «KOMIKU-MBIIITKA» MBI

OymeM Ha Moux IpaBuiax. M Kak MUHUMYM IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK Te0si OTMOIOT.

«YTO THI 3HAEIb O TOKOPHOCTH?» — YyTb OBLIIO HEe BRIKPUKHYJIA OHA, HO HAIIJIa CHUJIBI
mpoMondaTh. Kakoi Obl 2keCTOKOM HU OblJla HayKa HaCTOSTEJIbHUI], UMEHHO X 6€CKOHEUHEIe
TIPOMIOBEOHY O TOM, UTO €I, YMCTOKPOBHOM MEeHUPUTHUHE, CliedyeT HOCUTb PaOCKUH OIIEeHHUK eqBa
JIM HE C PafioCThI0, IOMOTJIM € BhIKUTh. OHa ¥ HOCUJIA, M IPUTBOPSJIach CHACTINBON KaXXOyI0
CEeKYyH[y CBOEro0 CyIIeCTBOBAaHUS 110 3TY CTOPOHY 3epKaja Mupa.

[anbiie exanu Mo4da, a BCKope PyHH, mokpemye 00XBaTUB MJIEHHUITY 3a TAJIUIO U YCTPOUB
TOJIOBY Ha ee mJjede, 3agpemart. Ero meixaHue cTajo POBHEIM, pa3MEePEHHBIM, HO KaXIOH
KJIETOYKOM CBoero Teja Kuupuc 4yBCTBOBajia — OH BCe Tak ke coOpaH U TOTOB B I060€e
MTrHOBEHUE PACIaXHYTh IJla3a U IyCTUTH B XO CBOM CMEPTOHOCHBIN KJTMHOK.

OHu exanu goinro. Tak mosnro, yto y Kuupuc, He NPUBHIKIIEHN K 3aTSIKHBIM BEPXOBBIM
IIpOTyJIKaM ¥ U3MY4YeHHOHN TATOoTaM{U MUHYBIIUX OHEM, CUJI XBaTajlo TOJIbKO, YTOOH mepKaThCs
B Ce[ijie U He IIeBenuThCA. Eif 4O CMePTH XO0TeI0Ch Pa3MsTh 3aTEKIIINE IIJIeYH, a TO U IIPOCTO
Jieyb — CBAJIUTHCS KYJIEM IIPSMO IOA HOTH Jiomanu. HecKoIbKO CYyTOK B KJIETKe OOJIbIIE He
KasaJuch HaKa3aHUeM, HallpOTUB — OHa Obl, IT0Kay, coriracunack 00MeHSATh 3Ty CTPaHHYIO
HeOXKUIaHHYI0 CBOOOAY Ha TO 3aTOUeHUeE.

Korpa cTtensl BeTMKOT0 ropofa Mepofa BCcTaiu nepe BCAgHUKAMU HETPUCTYITHBIMU,
yxomsamuiuMu B He60 3acioHaMu, PyHH momeBenuicsi. OH 3eBHYJ, IPOBOPYAll 4TO-TO cebe 1mof
HOC ¥ IIPUKa3all OMHOMY M3 BOMHOB IIOCKAKaTh BIIEPE U MPEAyIPEequTh O eT0 BO3BPAIIeHUH.

— Bupgena nmu TH KOoraga-HUGYOb YTO-TO CTOJIb 2Ke MMpeKpacHoe? — crpocun HacnemHuk,
yKa3bIBas Ha CTEHHI M BECh TOPOT cpa3dy. — UTO-TO CTOME K€ HeITOKOPHOEe U MOIIHOEe?

OHa Bupena. MHOXKeCTBO pa3 BUAEJA TO BEJIUKOJIETINE, YTO CYI[EeCTBOBAJIO BO MHOXKECTBAX
U3HAHOK MUPOB. Ho BCOMUHATH cerdyac O TeX OHSX OBINIO elfe O0JIbHEE, YeM HPUUTH B cebs B
TOT 3JIOCYACTHBIN [IeHb, KOTTIa ee BEIIEPHYIU n3 MCTOKa, KaK KaKyl-TO PHIOEIIKY, ¥ TTOCagUIN
Ha I[ellb B HACKBO3b IIPOIAXIlieM IIOPOKOM U aJIdYHOCTEHI0 MECTe.

K cuacTbio, Haciemguuk TeHu OBINT SBHO HEPACIIOJIOXKEH K JOJITUM pPa3roBopaM, TeM 0ojiee 4To
nepen HUMM yKe PacIlaXHYJICS 'POMaHEIM 3€B 3a IMIOAHSATHIM MOCTOM.

— Io6po noxkanoBaTh B Mepo, pac’Maa’pa, — ¢ HaUrpaHo BEIYYPHEIM ITad0oCcoM cKa3ail
PyHH, — MecToO, Tie maxke 60TaM eCTh YeMY YOUBUTHCS.

U kak HU cTapanack Kuupuc ciepRuBaThbCs U HUYEeMY He YOUBASITHCS, Mepop Bce-TakKu
TIOKOPWJI €€, 3aXBaTHUJI B 0€30TOBOPOYHHIH IIJI€H CBOMMY POCKOIIHEIMU 61arOyXaomuMu
cajlaM¥, TPOMAaJHLIMM XpaMaMHi B OCTPOKOHEYHEIX IIJIsINax OallleH, HeOObSITHEIMU PEIHKaMU U
IIYMHBEIMY PEMECJIEHHBIMU KBapTaniamu. Kunprc, 3agpas rojioBy, pa3riisigsiBajia eqBa
3aMeTHYI0 CepebpuCTyIo IayTHUHY, KoTopasi, 6yATO KOKOH, PACKHUHYJIaCh HaJ BCEM 3TUM ITHPOM
BO BPEMS UyMHI.

— AcmekT, — mpoirenTtajna Kuupuc u 3a4eM-To MOTSHYJIach MaabllaMy BBEPX, XOTh U 3HAJIA,
YTO OPEBHSS TEYPrUus CIUIMIKOM MaciiTabHa, YTOOB M IOMBICIIUTE MPUKOCHYTHCS K €€



Ipupome.

— HpeanbHBIN U HePYIIUMBIH, — HOATBepHuI HacneoHUK ¥ OTYEro-TO CHOBA CTall
pa3mpaxuTeIbHBIM. [Jaxe GOJIbIlle IPeXXHEero.

OH c cusoi BOmaBuil MSTKXA B O0Ka kepebila, MOHYyKasi XKMBOTHOE TIEPEUTH C IIara Ha PHICH,
61aro, yuIlhkl OBUIH JOCTATOYHO ITMPOKUMU. BcagHUKM MUHOBAIU TIJIOMIAAb C KAMEHHBIM
M3BasHUEM B BHIE 3aMYPOBAHHOTO B CKaJly YeJI0BeKa, IIOCJIe IIePEeCEeKIN MOCT, KOTOPHIH, 6YATO
MaCTEPCKUH CTEXKOK, COeIUHSIIT MeXay co00i iBe yacTu ropomga. OTTyda CIIyCTHUJIUCh B KaKue-
TO cafibl, 3apOCIe KPpaCHLIMKA MXaMH, ¥ CHOBa BBEePX, Ha MOCT elile OOJIbIIe U eIlle Mnpe
npeneinymero. Kuupuc maBHO mepecTana U OBITaThCS 3allOMHUTE JOPOTy. HaBepHsKa 9TO
IIPOCTO HE TIOM CUITY YyXKaKy.

3aMOK TyMaHOB pacIiojiarajics 3a ABYMS pPsifaMHy ITUPOKUX CTEH, Ha KOTOPHIX KATaIyJIbT OBIJIO
efBa JIX He CTOJIPKO e, CKOITbKO U HECYIIINX J030P BOMHOB. A BHYTPHU CTEH, CIIOBHO
TOCYapCTBO B TOCymapCcTBe, Oypiuiia CBOsI COOCTBEHHAS KU3Hb.

— 4 cneimana, 4To B 3aMOK TYMaHOB TaK ITPOCTO He MOIacTh, — BCIIYX BCIIOMHUJIa Kumupuc,
KOT7Ia OHU BbEXaJIM B TOCTEIIPUMMHO PACIaXHYyThie BOPOTA. — ByOTO CyIIEeCTBYeT KaKOU-TO
MabuPUHT Ha KPOBH.

— B03MOXHO, — YKJIOHYMBO OTO3BaJICSI PyHH U TyT XKe NepeKII04YulI CBoe BHUMaHue Ha
efyIIero uM HaBCTpPe4y BCagHUKA.

Kuupuc He cpasy HoHsJIa, ToueMy oT 6e3001MIHOT0 Ha BUJI [TAPHS, CJIOBHO OT YYMEHI,
IrapaxaioTcs gaxe 6e3MO3TIbe KypH, a CO0aKH, MOMKaB XBOCTHI, YIETIEeTHIBAIOT CO BCEX HOT.
Ho pasragka 3acTaBuiia ee XKeJyooK 60JI€e3HEHHO CXKaThCs OT CTPaxa.

OH exan BepXOM Ha KaKOW-TO KOCTJIIBOM, OOTSIHYTON KOXKel TBapH, Kyaa 0O0JIbIlle CaMOT0
KPYIHOTO U3 BUAEHHBIX Kunpuc xepeb1ioB. [ITMHHBIM XBOCT TBAPK 3MEUJICS II0 3eMJIE,
u3penKa BCKUOLIBAJICS U OIIYCKAJICS, BEIOMBAS lLiesible (pOHTAHBI BTN U KAMEHHOT'0 KPOIIIEeBa.
W3 nycTHIX TJIa3HUL COYUIICA OBIM, KaK OYIOTO I'Ie-TO BHYTPU MaCCUBHOM TYIIIU TJIEIKOCTEP.

U mpaBuni 3TUM MOHCTPOM ITapeHb JIeT ABaAlaTh. Kpenkuii, MUPOKOIIeYnii 1 HaBepHsIKa
BBICOKWH. ETO BOJTHUCTHIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH OBLTM IJIMHHOM O CAaMBIX JIOMIATOK, Ha 10y BUAHEJICS
IIPOCTOM YePHEBIM 00pyY C TEMHO-GUO0IETOBEIM KBaIPATHEIM KaMHEM.

— He cmoTpu emy B riasa, ITalllka, — Ipedynpenunna PyHH, IIpu 9TOM fAeast Bce, YTOOBI
BCAgHUK Ha KOCTJISIBOM CTPAIIIUJIKUIIE YCJIBIIIAJI eTo cjioBa. — MHaye IpeBpaTHUIbCS B
0e3MO3IJIbIH TIIEH.

Ona Obly1a OB pajia He CMOTPETH, IIOTOMY YTO JOoTafajiachk, KTO Ieper Hell.
Ho He cMmormna.

IToTomy uTO cupeHeBHIN B3I HacimegqHuka KocTel OBUT Kya Kpermde 00CUIMaHOBBIX
6pacietoB. 1 HAaMHOT0 X0JIOMHEE BEKOBBIX IbI0B TpuHaALUaTH ropomoB Teapsl.

Bcapnuku nopaBHanHUCh. TouHee ckasaTh, TYyIIA IIOJ CeOJIOM YePHOBOJIOCOTO OTTECHUIIA
nomank PyHHa K caMoMy Kpato MocTa. Kuupuc HeoCTOpOXKHO CKOCHIIa B3T/ISIO BHU3 — TY[a,
rre u3 riryboKoro pBa TopYalii OCTPOKOHEYHEIe YepHble KaMHU. OT OOHOM MBICITH, BO YTO
IIpeBpaTATCS UX C TEHEPOXKAEeHHBIM Telna, ecu HacmegHUK KOCTel JacT ellle HEMHOTO BOMINU
CBOEMY CTPAILIUIUIILY, TOJI0BA MOIIIa KPYTroM.

— BoT yXx He gyMmaji, 94TO Thl OPOCHIIIBCS MEHsI BCTPedYaTh, — C JIEHIION pPacTSITuBasi CJIOBA,
ckasain PyraH. — XoTb OB Ofesics IpujinyHee.

HacnepgHuK KocTel mpomosKall XpaHUuTh Mordanue. Ero cupeHesrli B3y 6e3 BUOUMOro
uHTepeca 6yxkpan mo nuily Kuupuc, Ho 3amepkaics Ha ropie. OHa Moyt Gpu3ndecku
ormryIana, Kak OH CKOJIB3UT 10 PyOITy, CJIOBHO IEITAETCS MMOBEPHYTh BPEMS BCIISATH ¥ YBUAETH,
KaK PUTYyallbHBEIM KMHKAJ pacceKkaeT KOXY.

— Hy u rge ke TBou 6€3MO3IJIble CONOATUKU? — He YHUMacs PyHH.

3auyeM OH IOJHAYUBAET 3TOro 6e3ymiia? Pa3Be He BUAHO, YTO HacnemHUK KOCTEH U I'1a30M He
MOPTrHET, 4TOOBI COPOCUTH UX B ITPOIIAcThb. HeHaBUCTh MEXKIOy 9TUMU ABYMS TpPeIasna, CJIOBHO



MoOJIHUS. Y HaBepHsKa Obllla TAKOHM Ke HeImpeacKa3yeMOoi.

— Mowu 6e3MO03TIble CONAATUKH MOTYT Pa30pBaTh T€0sT Ha KYCOUKYW MEHbIIE HOTTS
BEIMYMHOMN, — HAKOHEIl, HapylIua Mondanue HacimegHuk Koctei. — OTKyma y TeOst
MeUpuTuHa?

Kuuprc HeBonbHO BCcKuHyTa 6poBu. OH 3HaeT? OH IIpaBha 3HAET, YTO OHA Takoe?
BONBIIMHCTBY CMEPTHBIX OBLJIO OCTATOYHO €€ OLIEHHUKA U POT0B, YTOOBI CYECTh 3aMOPCKOM
OUKOBUHKOM — U HE UATHU [aJIbIlle B CBOUX YMO3aKITIOUEHHUSIX.

— Cmpocuiiis 06 3TOM CBOIO MaThb, Paciep. OHa ke 06513aTe/lbHO YIOBIETBOPUT BCE MIPUXOTH
JII0OMMOT'0 CHIHOYKA.

HacnmegHUK KOCTeW COCKOYMTHA3EMb, BIUIOTHYIO ITOJOIIEN K jiomagu. OH mefCTBUTENBHO OB
BBICOKHUM, Kyna Brile PyHHa. M u3 Bcel ofeXObl Ha HeM Obljia BCETO JIUIIb ITOJIOTHSIHAS
py6amKa, KO2KaHEbI€e IIITaHbl U BEICOKHE 60T(b0prI, KOTOPEIE, II0-XOpOoIIeMy, Hy2KOaJIuChb B
OCHOBaTE/IbHOM YMCTKE. A ellle OH HOCUJII IIepYaTKM, ¥ TOHKYIO KpaCHYIO IIellb IIOBEPX OOHOU U3
Hux. He 06pamas{ BHMMaHHKSA Ha HEJOBOJIbLHOE BOPYaHHUE Py'HHa, T-IepHOBOJ'IOCbe/'I IIOTAHYJICA K
Kuupuc, noitman ee 3a 1ogO0pOoOK ¥ BEIHYIUII 3aI/ITHYTh eMy B r'1a3a. OHa okaMeHena,
CTOMJIO UX B3rJisigaM CLEIINnTCs.

Hacnepguuk kocTei. Mnapmuii, 1100UMBIHM ChIH KOposieBrI-MaTePH, ITOTAHBIM HEKPOMAHT C
COOCTBEHHOM apMuel JaBHO YMePIINX U Tenepb 6€CCMEPTHHIX BOMHOB. B cpaBHEHUU C HUM,
ero TeHepPOXKIOEeHHBIN OpaT Ka3aJiCs CYIIuM aHTesoM. IToromy uto HacnemHuK TeHu OB
TIPOCTO KPOBOXKAOHLIM ITOAOHKOM, a IOMUH Pacjiep — 0e3yMHBIM PacCYeTIUBBIM MSICHUKOM.

Pyka B mepuaTke IOTSIHYJIACh K ee HOT'e, HO YTO-TO 3acTaBuiio Hacnennuka nepegyMars, U OH
OTCTYIUIL.

— YT0 Tebe MpUBE3TH, MEUPUTHHA? — CIIPOCUI C 0O6KUTAIOIUM XojiomoM. CupeHeBhIe T'la3a
Ha MUT BCIBIXHYH sgpde. — ['010By?

— OTcTaHb OT Hee, IICUX, — IIPOCKpeXeTan PyHH, HO C TAKUM XK€ yCIIeXOM OH MOT
MIPUKA3bIBaTh 3aTKHYTHCS TPOX0OUYIIEMY BOIOMIAMY.

— A3e1k? I'nasa? — NpomosiKuiI nepeuucnaTth Pacnep. BHe3anHbIN BeTep pBaHyJI €T0 BOJIOCHI,
Ha MUT CKPBII XUIIHBIE YEPTHI Tula. — Vnmu, MOXKeT OBITh, THI IPEAIIOYNTAEIIb 60jiee
U3BbICKAHHBIE TOJapKu?

«Bbyny papa momy4uTh B Jap U3BECTHE O TOM, YTO THI HE JoeXasl A0 KOHIIa MOCTa ¥ CBaJIUJICS
0aIlKo¥ BHU3 IIPSIMO Ha OCTPRIFA KaMeHb», — PO ce0si OTBETHJIa OHa.

— Pacnep... — ronoc HacnegHuKka TeHN OIIYCTHJICSA OO PBIKA.

— Twl HEMaAs? — TOT6y,]1TOHapO‘-IHO HUTHOPHUPOBAII IIOIIBITKK 6paTa BMeEIIaThCS B UX CTpaHHBIﬁ
muasor. — Tebe oTpe3anu SI3BIK?

— Het, — oTrBeTHna Kuupmuc.

W mHCTMHKTHUBHO ITOfajilack Ha3af, efBa Jiu He mpefnjaras PyHHy oOHSTE ee ele Kpemde. ToT
OXOTHO BOCIIO/IL30BAJICS €€ CTPaxoM, IPUTSIHYII K cebe U almdHo, OyATO TOJIOOHBIM KOT, YXBAaTHUII
ee ry6amMu 3a yX0. MSITKO ¥ B TO K€ BPEMS BIaCTHO CKOIB3HYJI SI3BIKOM II0 MOYKe, a OTTy[a —
Ha CaMyI0 BEPIIHHY 3a0CTPEHHOr0 Kpasd.

Kuupuc gepHynace Ov1710 mpous, HO HacnemHWK TEHU COKPYIIUII €€ IOMBITKY cOeKaThb
XPUIIJIOBATHIM CMEITKOM.

— TBI X0YeIlb ee TPAXHYTh, IOTOMY YTO OHA ITOX0XKa Ha Ty PHIKYI0 KO3y u3 ambapa, KOTOPYIo
THI TIOCEIIaellb B MUHYTH caboctu? Mnu Tebe B MpUHLUIIE BCE PABHO, KOTO TIOUMETEL? — C
BUOOM, CJIOBHO OCBEIOMJISIJICSI O TIOTOE, CIIPOCHUII Paciep.

— A THI XpaHUIIIb CBOIO IEBCTBEHHOCTD [I0 TeX MOP, IMOKa TBOS JTI00MMasi KaK ClIedyeT He
MIPOTYXHET B MOTHUJIe? A TO MaJio JTM, BOPYT OHA ellle HefOCTaTOYHO Pa3JI0KUIIaCh?

Ha mMruoBenue Kuupuc moBepuiia, YTO 3TH [ABOe YOBIOT APYT Apyra mpsMmo ceiyac. Pacioep
Me[JIeHHO CTAIllMI IePYaTKy C IPABOH PYKH, OOHAKMUI KPENKYI0 MO30IUCTYIO JIaLOHb C



BBITTYKJIBIMY BeHaMu. MeXOy ero manbliaMu OIyxKaana TEMHO-CUHUM TyMaH, B KOTOPOM —
KHPIpI/IC MOT'JIa IIPUCATHYTH B 3TOM IIepen ooraMu — IOTHUJIUCH COTHH, TBICAYMH IIIEIIOTOB U
cTteHaHnu. Jlomans PyHHa rpoMKO U omIanesio 3apxasa, Korga Paciep yxBaTui ee 3a MOPAY.
TyMaH CKOJIB3HYJI B HO3OPH, BEIHYKOasi HECUYaCTHOE XXKUBOTHOE XpalleTh U OCTEPBEHENIO I'PHI3Th
youia.

— Haxe He gymail, — 3710 npommunen PyHH.
U Korpa TOJILKO yCIIesI BRIXBAQTUTh KJIMHOK?

— 41 Bcero muIIb UIy CIIOCOOBI PAa3TOBOPUTL MEHPUTHHY, — OTMAaXHYJICS OT €r0 YTPO3bI
Hacnepuuk xkocteli. — Ee oTBeT 3a KU3Hb OOHON HUYTOXKHOU TBapH.

— l'onoBy! — BrmanunaKuupuc.

— Hu xamniu He COMHEeBAaJICS, YTO Thl BrIOepelllh UMEeHHO 9T0. — Pacjiep B IIOCIeIHUI pa3 cxKal
ISTEPHIO Ha Mopae kKepebila — U OTCTYIuJI. — BOT BUOUIIL, KaK JIETKO OTHATh YbIO-TO XKU3HB,
MeﬁpHTI/IHa. Bcerna IIpoIIle Imo2KepTBOBATh KEM-TO aGCTpaKTHbIM, KOIr'O ThHI HE 3Haelllb, U Ybe
JIUII0 HUKOTHA He YBUOMINE BO cHe. To nmu meno GecTonkoBas jomans? Ho Bemps oHa OB cooxia
IIpsAMO Ceﬁqac, y TeOs Ha riasax. A 9To Bce PaBHO, YTO HaMEPEeHHO BCTYIIUTh B JEPEMO —
OTMO€IIBCHA, HO BOHATH 6y,HBT OoJIro.

JIub mocjie ero OTKPOBEHHOTO M37ieBaTeIbCTBA Kuupuc moHsIa, Kak IIyno yroguia B
3JIEMEHTapHYIO JTOBYWIKY. [ToHsIa, MonkITarack 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Pacnep yke CHOBa cuIes B
cepnye. PynH npummmopun xkepebna. 2KuUBOTHOE CIIOBHO ITOYYSIJIO, YTO 136e3Kaio BepHOH
CMEepTH ¥ IIOHEeCJIO Brepen. Kumpuc 3axkMypuiack, KOTa y HUX Ha IyTU BO3HUK YyMa3bIi
MajbyuIIKa JIeT JecsATH. PYHHTPOMKO BRIDYTaJICs, KOTAa KOHb IITapaxXHyJICs B CTOPOHY, IPSIMO
Ha rpyay 6ouek u AwmKoB. 2Kepebell 3apkas, BCTaa Ha ApIOB — 1 KUMpPUC mojieTena BHU3.

ITameHue O0Ka3aJioch MATKUM. [I0OTOMY YTO IO HEHM OKa3aJICsi OTYEr0-TO I'POMKO XOXOUYIIHUH
Hacneguuk Tenu. OH MPOJOJIKAN CMESITHCS azKe IOoCTie TOro, Kak Kuupuc ocCHOBaTEIbHO
IPUJIOKUIIACh JIO0M K ero Jioy.

— TrI HecIpoCcTa BCTPEeTHUsach MHe Ha nyTu, Kumpuc, — ckasai oH, morjiaxkusas ee 6emnpa,
HUYYTh He CMyLIasiCh, YTO OHU BAJISIOTCA B I'PSA3U, IIePel Ila3aMU lIepellyTaHHBIX KPEeCThIH.
IToopmane Mamarlra OT OYIIN JTyIHUa HePaguBOTO CHIHA, OOMHOBPEMEHHO yIIpallluBasi fOMUHA
MIOWANUTE ee MOoNyaypKa. Bpsapn mu Paciep BHUKaAN B ee CJIoBa. — 3a4¥eM TH IOHAmOOUIach
MOeU MaTepH, pac’Maa’pa?

— Cmpocu y Hee, mOMUH. MHe 3TO Heu3BeCcTHO. Ho oHa siBHO He coOupasiach MOTOBAapUBATHCS C
cecTpaMu M3 Xpama, IOTOMY YTO ee HaTaCKaHHBIE COJIIATHL IPUIIIX Pe3aTh U YOUBATE.

— Pe3ns — mobumas 3a6aBa Koposnesb-matepu. [IpuMu 3T0, KaK JAHHOCTH, €CJIU X0YEelllb
BBIKUTb.

OH mogHSICS, TTOCTaBUJI ee Ha HOTU. KTO-TO M3 BOMHOB yXKe Benl K HeMy kKepebila. PyHH
IIOTpeIiaa KOHS 110 X0JIKe, YTO-TO Hepa30opYMBO IIPOIIENTaa Ha YXO.

— OTBepnuTe ero Ha 60iiHI0, — Opocun dyepeas muedo. Hu coxkasneHus, HU pa3gpaxeHus, OOuH
b 6e3aneUIANUOHHEIM IpUKa3. — MHe He Hy>KeH KOHb, KOTOPHIH IIapaxaeTcs OoT POKYyCOB
6e3yMHOro comsika. Iloiigem, pac’mMaa’pa, Xo4y, HaKOHeIl, Y3HaTh, 3@ KaKUM JINXOM Moei
MaTepu noTpeboBasach BHIIKOJIEHHAs HajloXHUNA. YeM Thl MOXKeIllb OBITh II0JIe3Ha JINYHO
MHe — s, KaXeTcs, yXKe 3Halo.

Kuuprc ocTaBassoch JIUIb HOCIYIIIHO UATH CJIENOM U HeyCTaHHO HAllOMHUHATh cebe, 4TO OHa
Bpsn Jii OyOeT moje3Hee MePTBOU uiu 0e3PyKOM, MJIN TPEeBPAlIEHHOW B MAPUOHETKY.

Msuoromocomy IToTOKy HET Heja [0 ee TOPHOCTH, MY IIJIeBaTh Ha CTPaxX U OTHAsHUE.
OH He IIPOCHT.

OH TpebyeT oTMmIneHUs. TpebyeT BoO3Me3aus TI000M IIeHOMH.

A OypmeT nu 1leHa CJIMIITKOM BEICOKA — KaKasi, B CYIIHOCTH, Pa3HuIa?

B zamke TYMaAHOB CTO4JIa IIPDOH3UTEJIbHAA THUIIIWHA, KaK GYJITO CaMO€ HHUYTO pacCIljiaCcTaJIo CBOe



6echopMeHHOE TENO IO BCeEM OECKOHEYHBIM KOPHUAOPaM U HEOOBATHEIM 3aaM, ITPOCOYHUIIOCH B
Kaxnayio menb. OHa HeBOJIBHO 3a/II000Bajiach TPOMO3OKUMU KOJIOHHAMU ¥ MPaMOPHOH
MO3aWKOMU I10J1a, OTPOMHEIMY BUTPaXKaM¥, Ha KOTOPHIX 3aCThUIM MHOTOTOJIOBEIE UYOUINA U
BOMHCTBEHHEBIE CTPAzK¥ C OKPOBABJIEHHBIMU Me4YaMM U TOIopaMu. KUUpuc Bce BpeMs XOTEJI0Ch
OCTaHOBUTHCS, YTOOBI MOTyYIllEe PACCMOTPETDh 3aTOYEHHBIE B CTEKJITHHBIE OCKOJIKM JIUIIA.

— IlleBenuch, pac’Maa’pa, — TOPOMUJI PyHH, — y MEHS HET JKeJaHUs XOOUTh I'PSA3HBEIM eIle
TIOJIOHS.

OHU OJHSIJINCE IO JIECTHUIIE Ha TPETUH 3TaXK, IIe UX yXKe XKfajla cyxXas BRICOKas XKeHIIUHA.
Ee umeanpHO BEIOpHTAs TOJI0Ba OGJiecTesna, CJIOBHO OTIIOIUPOBAHHBIN HePUTOBRIN 11ap. [1pu
Bune PyHHaA oHa NMOYTEHHO, HO HE OUYEHb HU3KO, MMOKJIOHUJIACk. [Ipu 3TOM ee B3TJIsiH OYKBaJIbLHO
oTxsiectas HacnenHuka 3a HemmomoOaloMIui BHEIIHUH BU.

— 3Hakombcs, Kunpuc, aTa mouTeHHast crapasi 3aHO3a B 3aJHUIE — JIMYHAasI cCo00a9y0HKa
KopomneBrl-MaTepHu.

— JlecTHas pekoMeHpanus, PyHH, — XOJIODHO OTpearupoBasa Ta, IepeMecTuia B3rsan Ha
poraTyio CIyTHUITy HacJlegHUKA, [I0TOM BEIPa3UTENILHO II0CMOTpeJIa Ha UX CIIeTeHHEIe
pyku. — He Oymers mu Tak j1r00e3eH COOOIINTE, Yero pagu CYHYJI HOC He B CBoe geJjio. B
KOTODHIA yXKe pas.

— Her, se 6yny, — PyHHOGOIIIEN ee, IAaTHY K OBEPHU.

— KoponeBa-math u IMmepaTop... — MOMBITa/IaCh OCTAHOBUTD €0 XKEHIIMHA, HO PyHHHecTan
CIIyIIaTh.

— Bort u ipekpacHo, 4To OHM 00a TaM. 3a00HO NOAETIOCh YyTHEIMU HOBOCTSIMU. bpaTy OyneT
TI0JIe3HO YCJILIIIATh, K UeMy IIPUBeJIa ero IOoJIUTUKA... IIOIIYCTUTEIbCTBRA.

ITonycturenscTBa? Kumpuc nonepxHyiach IpOrjioYeHHLIM HEPBHBIM cMelKoM. Eciu
CXKHUTaHMe T'OPOI0B ¥ MaCCOBHIE MyOJINYHbIE KA3HU OHU CYUTAIOT IMOMYyCTUTEIECTBOM, TO KAKOB
ke Torga teppop? [Ipexne yem nmpocienoBath 3a HacnegHUKOM TEHU B paclaxHyTHIE
MIpUBPAaTHUKAMU OBEPU, OHA OTJISHYJIACh Ha JIBICYIO XKEHIIWHY U C YOUBIIEHHEM 00HapyXKuia B
ee riasax couyBcTBUe. Camoe HacTosllee COUyBCTBHE, KOTOPOe, BIIpodyeM, OBICTPO pacTasiiio.

— 4, KaxeTcs, IPOCUII He J1e3Th B IOCyNapCTBeHHEIE ejlal — CIIOBHO I'POM Cpefy SICHOro Heba
OKaTHJI UX C PYHHOM TSKeJbI My?KCKOU T'0JIOC.

Kunuprc HeBOIBHO BTAHYJIA TOJIOBY B IIJIEYH, XOTSATOIBKO YTO HaBaja cebe 3apok GosbIie
HUKOTTIa ¥ HU4Yero He 60aThcs. Ka3anocsk, mobeuTs pe3Kue mepenanbl HaCTPOEHUs
HacnepgHuka TeHM BO3MOIKHO, JINIITH IPUKPHIBASICH JIEASHBIM CIIOKOUCTBHUEM. [IpUMEpHO Tak,
Kak 9To penan 6e3yMHBIN goMuH Pacnep. Tak oHa u coGupasnach gejaTbh — OCTaBaTbCS
CHOKOMHOM. Hy, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BOOOIIe BO3MOXKHO. Y HeBaxKHO, KTO OyIeT Ha Hee KPU4iaTh.

JIumb ocMoTpeBuch, Kuuprc coobpa3uiia, YTO IPUYWHOM BCIBIIIKY I'HEBa OBIIIO BOBCE HE UX
c PyaHOM mOsIBIIEHUE.

— 4 npaBuna HaTpe3ckuM rocymgapCTBOM 3a0OJIr0 OO TOT'O, KaK Thl HAYYUJICA OepKaTh B pyKax
Med! — Tak ke IPOCTHO PSABKHYJIA B OTBET HEBLICOKAS CTaTHas JXKEHIWHA B TAXKEIJIOU
OarpsiHOM KOPOHE MOBEPX CJIOKHON MPUYECKU U3 MHOXKECTBA CBEPHYTHIX, OyITO CEPIEHTapUH,
KOC.

— A s npeBpaTun ero B MiMepuio, KOTOPOH, ObSIBOJI €T0 3aJepH, IIpaBiioceidac!

IToka mBoe MUKUPOBAIUCh, PyHH Impuimoxu nasnen K rydam, modyxmas Kuupuc momManKkuBaTh, U
MeJJIeHHO ITIolIesT Briepen. Kuupuc ceMeHuna ciemoM, 0TYeT0-TO YyBCTBYs cebe elre 6oiee
CKOBAHHOM, YeM B IIelIIX, KOJIOOKaX U B KJIeTKeE.

OHU ycnenu MOJOUTH ellle Ha HECKOJIbKO MeTPOB, IIpexXke, YeM UX MOsBIeHNe 3aMeTHUIH.
— He nomu10, 4TOOH NpHuriamarn Tebs, — cka3as O0JIegHEBIN, CJIOBHO JIVHHBIM CBET, MyK4YWHA.
— Kaxk Tsl mOCMern CHOBa BJIe3Th He B CBOU flela?! — B yHUCOH eMy IIpOpHYasa XKeHIuHa.

Wmnepatop [IsiiH, HacnegHUK JTyHEL.



Kuuprc xoTenock 3aKMypPHUTHCS OT MAJISAIIEero CBeTa MHOXKECTB PyOMHOB B €T0 YePHOU KOPOHE.
A e1rie 4TO €CTh CHUJIBI CTYKHYTH CE0sI 10 3aThUIKY, YTOOB M30aBUTHCS OT HABSI3YHUBOT O
KeJIaHUS TTOUTH TIPSIMO Ha HETO, Kak 6€3MO3TIbIN MOTHIJIEKHAVCIIEEIISTIONINY CBET.

OH 6BUT 6B UMIIEPATOPOM [azkKe B PBAHOU xjlaMuze u 60coi. IToToMy 4TO ero TEMHBIN B3I/ U
OCTpBIE YEPTHI JTHIla OBLIN IPUTATATEIbHEE BCEro, 0 YeM Kuupuc korga-nub6o Meyrana.
BenocHexHasa copodyka U CKpPOEHHEBIE 110 QUType IITaHbl JIUITh IOJAYEePKUBAJId, YTO 3TOT
YyeJIOBeK IIpe3upaeT IIenKa u 6apXaT, ¥ He HyXKOaeTCs B IIePCTHSIX, YTOOBI
I0Ka3aTbCBOUBLICOUAUIIIUN CTATYC.

OH npocTo 6511 UMIepaTopoM caMoli I'po3HOM U GecIiolagHoN UMIIEpUX Ha BceM PyxaHe.
U B 3Ty camyio CeKyHIy OH C HECKPBEIBAEMEIM JII000IILITCTBOM CMOTPEI IIPSIMO Ha Hee.

— 41 Bcero nuik m03aboTUIICSA O TOM, YTOOHI TBOM MOmapoK 0e3 mpobieM mobpacs mo
Ha3HAYeHWI0, — OTO3BAJICs PyHH B OTBeT Ha npeTeH3uu KoponeBr-MaTepH.

— He npunomuHaro, 4TOOH IPOCHUiIa 00 3TOM, — yKe CIIOKOHHEe OTBETHIA OHA.

— OTKy@ma oHa? — cpa3y oboux crpocun [Ia#H. OH mopoIen K PyHHY, OMHUM B3TJISIAOM
IpHUKa3aa TOMY OTCTYIUTh — 1 HacjemgHWK TeHu He PUCKHY OCIyIIaThCS.

Ia u xTo 6B puckHyn? Kunpuc 6bly1a yBepeHa, HECMOTPS Ha BCe IPUYYIH U OUKOCTH PyHHAa n
Pacrnepa, oHa TONMBKO Telleph yBUMeNa HacToslllee JTUI[0 MOHCTpPa. JIuiio, B KOTOpoe He MOoTJia
HE CMOTPETE.

— JIrogu, KOTOpBIE Be3JIU ee B KJIeTKe, CKa3ajy, 4To pac’maa’pa u3 Kepaka, — ckazan PyHH.
Emy ompemeneHHO MPUIIIOCH HE II0 AyIe, YTO He YCIIEBIIYI0 HACKYYHUTh UTPYIIKY TakK
GeciiepeMOHHO oToOpanu. Ho elrle Gosblile 37IMJI0, YTO OH HUYEro He MOXKEeT CHelaTh, YTOO
noMemaTh 9ToMy. — 1o TMYHOMY pacnopsakeHnio KoponeBrl-MaTepH.

ITocnemHuMe coBa OH CKa3ajl HAPOYHO BBEIPA3UTENIBHO, TIAAS IIPAMO Ha KOpOJ’IeBy-MaTL.

B kaxkmom 13 HacimemHUKOB OBIJIO IOHEMHOTY OT Hee — Teleph KUUpPHC SICHO 3TO BUAENA.
BhIpa3uTeNbHEIN POT, KakK y PyHHa, 2KeCTKasl JIMHUS YelII0CTH, KakK y [[9#iHa, ¥ 4yTb PacKOCHIH
pas3pea rnas, Kak y Paciepa. HaBepHoe, B mOpy MOIOAOCTH OHA OBIJIa KpacaBHIIEH, pa3 cyMesa
IMIOKOPHUTDH TPeX MY2KYHH, HO B 9TO BCE€ PABHO BEPUJIOCH C TPYOOM. HU BEIUYPHEIH HapAM, HU
IOpPOTOe KoJibe ¢ 6e3yMHBEIM KOJTMYEeCTBOM OPAarolleHHBEIX KaMHel, HY KOpOHa — CHUMBOJI
TIOJIOKEeHUST — He MOTJIH CKPBITh €€ COMHUTEIbHOE ITPOUCXOXKIEHUE.

— IloTpynutechk 0OBSICHUTCS, MaTyIlIKa, — yKe CIIOKOMHee ocBenoMuics I1aiH.

IToka KeHIIIMHA Pa3MBIIUISIa Hal OTBETOM, UMIlepaTop yBiaekK Kuupuc k crony. Ha kameHHOU
CTOJIEIIHUIIE B Ba3e jiexKall HeBeJOMEBIe el 9K30TU4YeCKue PPYKTH B Mefy, XPYyCTalbHBIN
KYBIIHUH OB OO ITOJIOBUHEI HAIOJTHEH YEPHUILHOTO I[BETA BUHOM. EMYy CTOMJIO JTHII
IIONTOJIKHYTH ee K cKaMbe — u Kuwnpuc nocmyirso cena. OHa 60s1ack €ero Tak CHUJIbHO, YTO
Iaxke He BooOpazkaja rpaHUIl CBOEro cTpaxa. XOTs 3TOT YeJIOBeK [IoKa YTO He cheliajl UMeHHO
el Hu4ero, 4TOoOkI 3aC/IyKUTh CTOMIb CTPAHHYIO peakiuio. HampoTus, miecHyn B KyOOK BHUHA,
IIPOTSIHYJ €¥ M MOATONKHY N Onmuske 61000 ¢ ppykTamu. ETo HEITPOHUIIaeMBIH B3TJISI[
KpacHOpe4yuBo ropopuil: «Eme — u He Bo3paxaii». OHa cxBaTujla [IE€PBLIU XK€ JIOMTHK,
3aToJIKaja B POT ¥, MPAaKTUYECKMU He Pa3KeBHIBAs, MPOTJIoTHiIa. KaxeTcs, 3T0 OBIIO YTO-TO
TePIKO-CJIafKoe, OVIINCTOE U OTHAJIEeHHO HallOMUHAIoIIee IPYILIN C MaJleHbKOT0 fepeBlia B
Kepake.

— 4 y3Hamna, 94To XKpuIllkl B Kepake mpsdyT To, Ha YTO He UMEIOT IpaBa. M pemuna 3a6paTh
CBOE.

— TBoe nmu? — He TS0 Ha Hee, CIIPOCUII UMIIepaTop. — ThI Bedb MeUpPUTHHA, Oa?

Kuupuc kuBryna. Eite ogus, KTO yBUOEN B HEN YTO-TO OOMIbIIEE, YEM pPOTa M UyTh
3a0CTpeHHbIe YIIU. YBULE TO, IOYEMY ee He IIOKa3bIBaIi HU OMHOMY IIOKYyIlaTeslo.

— CkoBaHHAa4, 4 ImoJjaralo.

— V¥V Hee mpam BOT TyT. — PyHH IIIOXHYJICA 3@ CTOJI HAIPOTUB Kuupuc, cxBaTUil HOX U
TIOJIOCHYJI BO3[IyX OKOJIO CBOero ropina. [Torom 3TuM Ke HOXKOM pa3pe3asl HafgBoe OOJIbKY



¢pyKTa u GPOCHUIT €€ B POT, CIIOBHO 3allpaBCKUM KOHTIIEp. — OmelHWKa He OBII0.
— TaspH, — nmomnpaBun ero [I3iH, — TOT OIIENHUK Ha3bIBAETCS «Tad3pPH».

— MHe, cTpOTO TOBOPS, IJIEBATH, KAK OH HA3HEIBAETCS.

— 4 v He cOMHeBaJICs, — yXKe THUIlle, CKa3aJl UMIIepaTop.

ITom ero IpPUCTaIbHBEIM B3TNISAAOM KUHPHC XOTEIOCh PACTBOPUTHCS, TIPEBPATUTHCS B ITyCTOTY,
KOTOpOI He OyOeT gefia J0 TOro, KaKue XMMePHl ¥ MPU3PaKKU CKPHIBAIOTCS B YEPHHIX, CJIOBHO
caMa Ge3pHa, ri1a3ax. OHa oTrnuia U3 KyOkKa U IIOIePXHYyJlach OT KPeIIOCTH BUHA.

— Vinute. HemennenHo. O6a. — IIpuka3 uMnepaTopa Ipo3Bydall TUXO U JKECTKO. — A THI,
maTtymka. [logymait Hag TeM, KaKUMHU CI0BaMM OOBSICHATH MHE CBOIO OUepenHyI0 OECTOIKOBYIO
BBIXOOKY. Y uMel BBUAY, YTO BO BJIaCTH MMIIepaTopa OTHATh IIpuKa3 Tebss 00e3riaBuTh. U,
BUOAT OOTH, 3TO cpa3y NpubaBUT MHE HAPOOHOU JTI0OBU.

HukTO HE ocMenuiIcst eMy NIEPEYUTD, U yKe Yepe3 HECKOJTbKO MTHOBEHUH B OITYCTEBIIIEM
3aJIeTIOsIBUIIOCHIO yKaca oOHaxKeHHoe yeguHeHue. [Ioka oHa ragana, 4to OymeT manblie, [I97H
3aHSJI MECTO, Te TOJBKO YTO cupmen PyHH, HamoHUI KyOOK BUHOM U CIeJjlajl HECKOJIBKO
JIEHUBEIX T'JIOTKOB.

— A Temepb, MEUPUTHHA, TOBENail MHE, OTKyHa THI B3s1ack. TaKuM, KakK TH, MECTO TI0 Ty
CTOpPOHY 3epKajia MUPa, a He 3mechk. U mpexkne, 4eM OTKPOEIIb POT, UMeH BBULY, YTO
CBOEHpaBHas MaTh, 0ECTOJIKOBHIN OpAT U ITapa HECTOBOPYMBHIX KHA3BKOB JOCYXa UCTOILIUIN
Moe TepreHue. Boioch, S He pacloioXkKeH CAyLIaTh BpaHbe, JaXKe eCIIU OHO OyIeT COYUTHCS U3
TAKOT0 CO0JIa3HUTENBLHOTO PTa.

— Moii paccka3s CIUIIKOM OOJITWU, CKYYHEIM M YTOMUTEJIBHEIM, — CKa3ajla OHa COaBJIeHHBIM
IIeTI0TOM, He OTBAXXUBIINCH IIOOHSITH B3TJIAM. Tak U rismesia Ha COOCTBEHHOE OTpaXKeHue B
0GoKaJsle, 0TYEro-To BCIIOMUHAS BpeMeHa, KOra HaCTaBHUIILI YKpalllaau ee pora
OparoneHHBIMU TTOOBECKAMU U BUTHIMU 00pydaMu.

— Iymato, y MeHsI eCTh HEMHOTO BpEMEHU MeXK[y IMoaBJIeHNeM ABYX BOCCTAaHUM, 0Cafioi
OTHpa ¥ BOEHHBIM COBETOM, Ha KOTOPOM MHE IPENCTOUT PEIINTh, KaKyI0 YaCTh HEIIOKOPHOTO
HaceJIeHUs B3SITOT0 YTPOM I'opofia OTIIPaBUTH Ha BUCEIHUITY: OOIBUIYVIO UJIN MEHBIIYIO.

— Pa3Be He pa3yMHee COXPaHUT XKU3HHU... BCeM? — OTBazKujIaCh BHICKA3aThCs OHA.

— Pa3ymHee, — cormacuicst OH, IPOJOJXKasi JIeHUBO IIOTITUBATh BUHO. — JTO II0Ka3aso Ol
YepHU, KaKOU I MUJIOCEPAHBIM ¥ BEJTUKOAYITHLIN. JIIOIIM IOYeMy-TO TPUSITHEE TOOAYUHSATHCS
MATKOTEJIBIM CBSTOIIaM. Ho, BUOUIE JIM, UMIIepaTop HOJIKEH IepKaTh CBOE CJIOBO. 5
mpepnsiaranl KanuTyisanuo. Y HeMHOro 30/10Ta B3aMeH Ha Moe Onaronyiime. Y mpenynpenu,
4TO B Cllydae 0TKa3a, II0Bellly KaXaoro Broporo. OHU oTKa3anu. 9To 65710 xpabpo, HO
CcoBepIIeHHO 6eccMbICiieHHO. CKaXXu MHe, MEUPUTHHA, OYOyT JIu JII0Au O0SThCSA UMIIepaTopa,
KOTOPHIM GpocaeT ClI0oBa Ha BeTep?

— HMnepaTopy He HYy2KeH MO OTBET, — JIaKOHUYHO OTBETUJIa OHA.
— MHe npukasath?

Kuupuc mopHsijia B3rJIsA, B KOTOPHIM pa3 MPOKInHas cebs 3a To, YTO KaKas-TO YacCThb ee IIPSIMO
ceriyac, CHIO CEKYHIY, CTPEMHUTCS K 3TOMYy MyK4uHe. CTPEeMUTCS 3arITHyTh UMIIEPATOPY B
OyuIy, 4TOOHI ITO3HATh BCIO TTyOMHY €T0 TUYHOM 060H.

— Ilpukaxu MHe, uMnepaTop [Ia¥iH, — cKa3aja HU3KUM IIEeII0TOM, OOIbIIIEe ITIOX0XKUM Ha
yp4YaHue XUITHOTO KOTa.

«Hem, Hem, Hem... He menepwv. He ¢ Hum!»

3aTo4eHHAas B HEeH CYITHOCTb JIEHWBO BRITHYJIa CIMHY, HAacjaXKOasiCh TEM, KaK MO B3TJISIIOM
BJIACTHOTO MYXKUYMHHI TIJIaBATCS ee oOHaXKeHHbIe HepBhl. OH TIPOCTO CHUOENT TaM, C OPYTroi
CTOPOHBI TPOMATHOTO CTOJIa — M MPOCTO IIOTJIa’KUBAJI B3TJISAOM €€ BHIITUPAOIIMe MO T'PSI3HOH
OLexKOoM y3Kue IJIedn.

«ITosicanyticma, ybupatics 80H!»



TmeTtHo. OHa M paHbIIE He CIUIIKOM yMeJIO epXKaJlia B y3le BCe CBOU MIIOCTACH, a TeIepPh
OHA U3 HUX OKOHYATEJbHO collla ¢ ymMa. MHTepecHo, moueMy?

— Tlpukaxu MHEe — U YBUIOUIB, KAKON ITIOKOPHOM 5 MOTY OHITb...

O=Ha nopasnachk BIlepe[, BEIpa3uTEeIbHO OYePTHUia B3TISAA0M CTOJIEIIHUIY U I'PAllu03HO
B30Oparnach OIpsIMO Ha Hee. [IpoxafgHbIl KaMeHb IIOIeKOTall IoJible KOJIEHKH. KaKuMu-To
OTT0JIOCKaMHU MEICJIeH Kumpuc olyinana MPUSTHYIO HOIOITY0 00Ib B CaMOM HHU3Y XXKMUBOTa. Kak
maBHO 9T0 ObIO? B mpyroi# XKu3HU, He ¢ Hell. Ho 37ech u ceiyac 3TOT MyKYHWHA HAITPOTUB OB
CIIOBHO MAaTrHHUT. ITO Kakoe-To 6e3ymue. OHa 3HAET eT0 BCEero HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, OHA Jaxe C
TPYOOM IIOHUMAaeET, TOTOB JIM OH COXPaHUTh €l XKU3Hb 3a CTOJIb HEIIO3BOJIUTEIbHYIO AEP30CTh.
U Bce xke...

— Wnu cioma, — nprKasan oH. MsTrKo XJIeCTHYJ OIBYMs CJIOBaMU II0 3aJHUIlE, CJIOBHO MacTep
U30ILIPEHHON ITOPKH.

Owna 1omoJs371a K HeMy Yepe3 BeCh CTOJI, MPUTHbasiCh ¥ MyPJ/IBIKasi B YHUCOH ITOXOTJIHBHIM
MBICJISIM TOM, YTO B 3Ty CaMyl0 CEKyHAY OKOHYATEJIbHO TOgUYUHUIA ee OECIIOMOIIIHOE TEJIO.

Kuupurc ocTaHOBHUIIaCh Iepe HUM, IPUTHYIACh YyTh HUKE — TaK, YTOOBI UX B3TJISIIHI
COMKHYJIMChH B HEPA3PHLIBHYIO CBsI3b. IMmepaTop [3¥H onpeneieHHO HPABUJICS TOMU
pPacKpeIomeHHoM 6ecTuy, KOTOPYIO HaCTaBHUIILI U3 XpaMa TaK [OJITOIBITAJINCh IPUPYYUT.
WM 39TO He ymanoch, HO CTOUJIO Ha TOPU30HTE MOSBUTHCS MOAXOOSAIIEMY MyXKYUHE — U
pa3BpaTHUIIA caMa IonuIa K HemMy, 6e3 MOHyKaHu! U yIpos.

— Tol rpsi3Hasi, — GPOCHUI UMIIEPATOpP, KpaeM riia3a pacCMaTpuBas ee CIIUHY U Oefgpa mof Tyro
HaTSIHYTON TKaHbIO OCTAaTKOB OMEXK/IHI.

— He rps3Hee Moux MuICciIel, uMmnepaTtop [siiH, — moa3amopusia OHa.

— CKoOJIBbKO Bac TaM, M? — OH MaKHYJ OOJIBIION HaJjiel] B BUHO ¥ MEJIEHHO OYEePTUII
YEePHUYHOH BJIarol ee MOJypacKphIThE TyOrl. — [IBoe? Tpoe?

— 3mech ¥ ceiiyac OJist Te0st — JIUIMIb o,

Kuupuc npuxBatuia nanel 3ybaMu, moTrjIaguiia IepiiaBeii cTubd KOHYUKOM si3biKa. Ha yMm
IPUIITK cjToBa PyHHa o BKycax u 3amaxax. O ma, y HacrmegHuka JIyHBI ObII HA Ha YTO HE
IIOXOKUY BKYC: BKYC BJIACTH, BCEIO3BOJIEHHOCTH, OECIIOIamHOCTH. TaKOH!, HOKHO OBITH, BKYC
TIEPBOM BEIUTPAHHON OUTBBLI X apOMaT COXKIKEHHOM JOT/Ia CTOIHUITEI MSITEKHOTI'0 TOCYyIapCTBa.

— He yBepeH, 4TO0 30ech U celiyac noOxofsiiee MecTo, — CKa3aJl OH Me[JIEHHO, TATy4e, KaK
OyOTO CMaKOBaJI IIEPBHIM BECEHHUN Me[.

— MecTo HUKOTIIa He OBIBaeT HOCTATOYHO IOOXOOSInuM, Tebe I He 3HATh?

OHa npUIOOHAIaCh, HAPOYUTO COOJIA3HUTEIIHPHO MOTITUBAsACh. [I0TOM Tak ke co6Ia3HUTEILHO
TmoBejia MjieYyaMu, IIO3BOJIsIsl PBAaHbIO CKOJIb3HYTh BHU3. Temeph IHUIlb 3aTBEPOEBIINEe COCKU
yIOepXKuBaJiu TKaHb Ha TeJie. Efl 10 CMepTH XOTEJIOCh, YTOOHI 9TOT XOJIEHBIM My KYUHA
IIPOTSHYJ PYKY, COEPHYJI TO HEMHOT0O€, YTO MeIllaeT eMy YBUIETh ocTanbHoe... Ho oH
TPOAOJIZKaJl Pa3TIsigbBaTh €€, MOUTPHIBAS MOYTH OMYCTEBIIMM O0KanoM. YepHUYHOE BUHO
pacIuIeCcKanaoch 10 CTEHKAM, PACIIYCTUIIOCh BOCXUTUTEIIFHEIM OYKETOM ropeydy M CIafgoCTH.
Kuupuc c HacnaxneHreM BTSHYJIa eTOHOCOM.

— TrI y2Ke ObINIa C MYKYMHOM? — COPOCUJI OH U, HAKOHEIl, IIOTIHYJICSA OblJIo BOepen. CToumno ei
0TO3BaThCS Ha 3TOT IMOPHLIB — HaXMYPUJICSA U BITJIALOM BeJjiesl 3aHATh IpexkHee MecTo. Kuupuc
pa3o4yapoBaHO BEIIOXHYIIA.

«39mo He 51, 3mo npocmo Opyaas dywa 8 Moel 02paHKe».

Hwuuero 6omnee. [IpocTo mopsiB. Pagu 3TOro ee u gocTanu ¢ 00paTHOM CTOPOHHI 3epKajia MUPa,
4yTOOBI IIPEBPATUTh B TO, YEM OHA CTAHOBUJIACH Cceluac — upaeaibHOM 6e3ynpeyHol MeuTon
mo6oro myxkuuHb. OgHA U Ta XKe, HO Bcerfga pasHas. CyMaciieniias, pa3BpaTHas, HEBUHHAS,
urpuBas, poMmanTu4yHas. OHa Oblja CIIUIITKOM JOPOTUMM COKPOBHUIIEM, YTOOHI ITOKA3kIBATh €TO
IIPOCTHIM KOPOJIbKaM U npuHIaMm. Ho, Boner cymp0rl, mocTanack 6eCaTHO eqUHCTBEHHOMY
MyXK4YHHE, KOTOPBIM MOT OBI 3alJIaTUTh IIOJIHYIO [IEHY — U JaKe CBEepPX TOTrO.



— HWmMnepaTopa npasga 3aHUMAaEeT 3TOT BOIIPOC?
— OTBeyaii, IT0Ka MO€e TepIieHNe He JIOIMHYIIO.

HUmmnepaTop X049eT OTBET, HO OH JKaXXAET UT'PHL. DTOT MyXKYHWHA y2Ke Hadan urpy, 6pocun
KOCTH, ¥ 3HAET, 4YTo OyJeT pa3oyapoBaH, €CJIM OHA OTCTYIIUT 3a IUPMY JTUYUHBLI UCITYyTaHHOH
TIJIEHHUITHL.

OHa o6euMu JTagoHsIMU 0OXBaTHUIIA €T0 PYKY, MIOTSHYJIa Ha ce6si, yaoepXKuBas KOHTAKT C €T0,
HaKOHeIl, 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM B3TJISAOM.

— Tak nmpoBeps caM.

OHa oceqjiana ero JagoHb, pa3BpaTHO BUJIbHYJIa OedpaMu, MPHUCaXKUBasICh BCe HUXKE U HUXKE,
IMOKa KOJIeHW He Pa30MKHYIMCh MaKCUMalIbHO ITUPOKO. TKaHb He BhIAepzKajla U CKOJIb3HYIa
HUXKe, o0Haxas yopyryi I'Pyadb C TEMHO-KPACHBIMU COCKaMU, IJIOCKUYM KHUBOT C KPOXOTHOU
Kalle/IbKOM YKpallleHus B HUKHeH YaCcTH IyIKa. EMUHCTBEHHOEe, YTO OCTAalIoCh IIOC/e TOro, KakK
HaTackaHHBIe KopomeBoii-MaTepbio Mapoaepsl 0ToOpanu Bce. [laxke cepbru U3 yIeH.

Ero nmapmoHb Oblyla MPOXJIAMHOM, @ TajlbIlbl — CO0JIa3HUTENBHO TBEPALIMU, MyKCKUMu. OH
oIrpenesIeHHO He THYIIAJICS 0 MHOTY YacCOB YIIPaXKHSITHCS C MEYOM.

Kuupuc HeTpoMKO BCKPUKHYIA, KOT/Ia Majell CKOIb3HYJ BHYTPb Hee. OTKUHYIAach Ha3af,
OTIIMpPAasiCh Ha PYKYy, YTOOBI He ynacTb. OHa Ovlyia THOKOM, U ObABOJIUIIA BHYTPU HEe OT OyLIN
KCITOJTb30Basia 9TO KaYeCcTBO, 6€CCOBECTHO BLICTABIISASA TEJIO TaK, YTOOLI UMIIepaTOp BUOE
Kaxpeiii u3ru6. Ta, Apyrasi, IyCTh CKDOMHUYAET U XHBIKAeT, HO 9TO BCE PABHO GYOET IOTOM,
TOCJie HACHIIeHHS.

— TwI IIPOCTO KakK IIEeJIK. — OH 3aJI0M [O0IIUJI BUHO, 6pOCI/IJ'I Ky6OK IO HOTHU U YXBATHUI
IIJIEHHULY 3a IIEeI0. HapaBun nanbiieM Ha JTUHUIO mrpamMa. — BcTaup — u caOp CHOBA.

OHa mOgYMHUJIACh, 3aXKUTASCh OT OJHUX JIUIID CJIOB. [1ajyiel] BEICKOIB3HYI — U OHA TOPOIIJIMBO
Hacapguna cebsa Ha Hero. BEIKpuKHYyna, 3akycusa ry0y. 9To He TO, COBCEM He TO BOXKIeJIEHUe,
HO BpS[I JTA ceiyac MOXKHO PacCYUTHIBAThL Ha OoJbIlee.

— Tel fOBOJIEH MOMM OTBETOM, UMIIepaTop [I3MH? — MypJILIKHYyJIa OHA.

— Hukorma He moHMMaJI, OTYETO BCEM HETIPEMEHHO HyXKHa IeBCTBeHHUIla. — KaxeTcs, 3To
O3HAvamo «aa».

— Brin Bcero nuinb oguH. — OHA HAaKJIOHUIACH, BEIHYXK/Iasd er0 OIMYCTHUTh JIaOoHbh HUXKE, Ha
KJIIOYHUILY.

Ox, oHa gyMmasa OBITb COOGJIa3HUTEIbHULIEH, a Tellephb eBa I He CKYJIUT OT JXeJIaHUSI
TIOCKOpEe TMOIPoO0BaTh 3TOT0 MYKYWHY. YBUMIETh, KAKOB OH B MUHYTHI CTPACTH, YBUIETH, UTO
CTaHET C ero JIUIIOM, KOTHa OHA IIYCTUT B XO[ SI3BIK.

— Eme X0Th CIIOBO O TOM, YTO OBIJIO IO MEHST — U 5 CBePHY Tebe me. — OH He yrpozxKal, OH
creraj Bce, 4YTOOBI IIJIEHHUIIA MTOHJIa BCI0O KATETOPHUYHOCTE 3asIBJICHUS.

— Xo4eT 11 MOM MMIIepaTop, YTOOH! S ObIjIa IIOCITYIIHOMK?
— Cugu cmupso, Kuupuc.

OHa 3aMepiia, XOTh CUAETh HEeOBUXKUMOM, KOrZla ero pykKa CKOJIb3HyJla HUXKe 110 ee Tely U
HaKphlJla OOHY TPyab, OBIIIO BCe PAaBHO, YTO yrOoBapMBaTh BO3BEJIEHHOTO HA KOCTEP HE KPUYATh
¥ HacJIaXXOaTbCs OrOHBKOM. OH MSTKO, IIOYTH HEBECOMO, IPUXBATUII ITAJTbIIaMU COCOK, 9y Th
MOTSIHYN Ha ce0s1 — ¥ HeJOBOJIPHO 3aphidyajl, CTOUIO e MOTSHYThCS 3a 3TOM HEeOXKUAAaHHOH!
JIaCKOH.

— 4 Benen cumets cMUPHO. Mou Cc10Ba HETOCTATOYHO SICHBI?

OTBeTUTH OHA HE yCIejia, IOTOMY YTO BHYTPh HEE TIPOCKOIb3HYJI ellle OOUH manel]. Beio
HeMHOT0 00JIbHO, HO CIIafKO U Ofypsiollee, Kak OYOTO ee BCIO II[eKOTaJIM CaAMbIM HEeBECOMEIM
TIEePHIIITKOM. TTasIbITbl Ha HOTAX BHITSHYJ/IHUCH, KOJIEHH PA30IIJINCh TaK IIMPOKO, YTO OT HATYTH
3aHBUIN CYXOXKWINS Ha BHyTPeHHeH yacTu Oemep. [IATKM COMKHYIIMCH IO AToguliamMu, Oempa



cOenany BUTOK, ITyCKasl ero Bce TIy0xKe.

— He 3akpriBaii rma3a, — npepynpenun oH, korga Kuupuc, ycrynus cimabocty, COMKHYIa
BEKH.

Ona pacCliaxHyJia I'lla3a 4, HaKOHel], YBUeJla, YTO e€ro B3IrJIsAO 3aTYMaHHUJICA OT KeJIaHUud. He
OTHEM U IIOKa He OeIIeHHOH’ CTPACTBhIO, HO KaKafA-TO 9AaCThb 3TOI'0O MY2XKYUHEBI OnInTa OBI pama
OBJIa€Th €10 IIPSAMO ceMyac Ha XKeCTKOM CToJIe.

B nBeps nockpebiick. Kuupuc monsiTanack OTMaxHYThCS OT pa3fgpazKarlero 3ByKa, HO OH
IIOBTOPSIJICSL CHOBA U CHOBA.

— V3Hai, 4yTo TaM, — Gpocui [I3iH KOMY-TO 3a CIOUHY.

u KI/II/IpI/IC C U3yMJIEHHUEM 06Hapy}KHna, YTO BCE€ 3TO BpeMsa OHHU OBLIIM BOBCE He OOHU. U3 TeHu
OaJyibHEro yrJjla BRIHBIPHYJIA IIymjiasi XKeHcKas ¢urypa. Ee royosa Toxke Ob1a o 61ecka
BBIOPUTOM, U3 BCEM OOEKIABl — YepHas HeoObsITHAS XJaMuaa. Bo3pacT XKeHIIMHL yragblBasICs
C TPyOoM, HO OHa OBlJla OIpefeieHHO MJIafIle TOH, 3a OBEPHIO.

— TrI cMyTHIIACE?

Kuuprc MmeqieHHO BHIHBIpUBAJia M3 OMyTa IypMaHa, B KOTOPOM ee 0e3 CIIpoca yTOIUIIH.
CxBO3b IeJIeHY 3a0BIThSI, CJIOBHO 3aBOPOXKEHHAs, pa3TsgbiBaia COOCTBEHHOE HAIlOJIOBUHY
obHaxkeHHOe TeJIo, BIIUTHIBala OIIYIIeHNs YyKUX MTanblieB y ce0s MeXay HOT.

«Kak 0asneko oHU... Mbl?..»

JIbicas BEICKOJIB3HYJIA 3a OBEPH, HO TYT K€ BEPHYyIach. beCIlyMHOM TEHBIO MOZOIIIa K
UMIIepaTopy, YTO-TO KOPOTKO IIeIIHyJla eMy Ha yxo. [[9¥H c coXalleHHeM IToKaydall r0JI0BOH,
BBICBOOOIMJI PYKY ¥ BEITED IaJbIIH O calideTKy. Bce MeETOOUYHO, YETKO, HO C HEKOTOPHIM
pas3gpaxkeHueM.

Kuupuc norsiHyna omexny BBepX, YKyTana mjiedu. Bruto 651 XOPOIo, eciu ObI UMIIEpaTop He
3aMeTH1, KakK OHa TPSCeTCs OT CTpaxa, Kak He 3HaeT, Kya CIPSATaTh B3IJIAM, C TPYLOM
IepXuTcs, 4ToObl He PBAHYTh CO BCeX HOT KyHa Ija3a IIsasrT.

— Bo1ocsk, 1 HECKOIBKO IPEyBENNYNUII BPEMS, KOTOPOE MOI'Y IOCBATUTE IPOCTEIM PafgoCTIM
XKu3HU. — OH DOJHSAJCSA U OOHUM HEYJIOBUMBIM ABUKEHUEM IIOOXBATUJI €€ Ha PYKHU.
ITomopiuics. — Bce ke TeOs Hy?KHO XOPOIIEHBKO BEIMBITh, MEHPUTHHA. TH MOTIa
HaxBaTaTbCs BIIEH.

«boau musnocmusele...»

OHa Orlnta OBl pazia OTpe3aTh YIIIM, BEIKOJIOTh I'JlTa3a U IIPOBAJIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MJII0, JTUIIL OBl He
BUIETH, HE CJIBIIIATH U OOJIbIIIe HUKOTa He TIOOOaBaThCsA CIab0CTHU TOU, HETIOKOPHOM
unocrtacu. Ho, KaxkeTcst, HUYero u3 3Toro OOJIbIlle HE B €€ BJIaCTH.

— Kakas 651 acTs Te6st He IBITAJaCh TOJIBKO YTO MEHS 3aWHTEPECOBaTh — OHa IIpeycliesia B
9TOM OOJIBIIIE BCEX TeX XKEHIINH, 4TO ObLIM paHbine. Hameoch, MeHPUTHHA, B CIIEOYIOMINI pa3
Hac He II00ECIOKOMAT.

— B crenyoomuii... pa3? — MouTH 6€33BYyUHO IIePecIpocuiia OHa.
[IoiH IOCTABUII €€ Ha HOTH U IIPUHSJICS OTHABAaTh PACIOPSIXKEHUS JIBICOH «TEHM»:

— ITo3aboThcst 0 TOM, UTOOB MEUPUTHUHY IIPUBEITN B TOPSAOK. Bee, 4To HyKHO. Eciiu s o
BO3BpalleHuio Oyay HeOOBOJIEH ee BUAOM — CIIyLIy C Te0s MIKypY.

— Omna OymeT B apaxaHe? — TOIbKO U CHPOCHIIA «TEHb».
HUmnepaTop cmepun Kuupuc B3rassgom.

— Hert, Kuupuc — roctesa Koponesel-maTepu. f HanoMmuio Koponese, ecinu BOPyT OoHa 3a0bina,
0 ee obelllaHUY OKa3aTbMEWPUTHHE PALYUIHBIN ITPUEM.

y KI/II/IpI/IC HOazxe S3bIK 3a4ecaliCsia OT 2KEeJIaHUSACIIPOCUTD, 4ero el GYJJ;GT CTOUTH TaKad OIIeKa.
Ho momuanue — 30710T0. TeM 60j1ee B MOMEHTHI, KOTTIa HMIIEPATOP OaXKe He IMBITAa€TCsA CKPHITh



CBO€ pa3apaxeHue. Kuupuc BOOXHY/A U BEIIOXHYJIA, IHITAsICh IPUBECTH MBICJIH B ITIOPSIIOK.
Mexny TeM, [[31H TBEPOHIM LIaroM y2Ke HallpaBJIsijICs K ABEPHU, U JIbICas «TeHb» He CIIUIIKOM-
TO MI00E3HO MOATONIKHYJIAa MEUPUTHUHY CJIENOM. YKe B Kopumope [[3WH OTJISHYJICS Ha TOCThIO,
HO Ha 9TOT Pa3 B eT0 B3TJIA BEePHYJIach IPekKHAI HellpoHUIlaeMas Imyctota. Kak 6yaTo oH
CKYTHJICS Ha JT00BIe MPOSIBIEHUS 9MOLIMM, 605ICh, YTO OKPYZKalollle He CMOTYT 3aIlJIaTUTh 3a
HUX OJOCTOUHYIO ILIEHY.

— Kyna mbr ugmem? — puckHyna cupocuth Kuupuc, Korga jieicas Hag3upaTeIbHUIIA IPOBEJia ee
XUTPOCIIIETEHUSIMU ITYCTHIHHEIX, HAIIOJTHEHHBIX CKBO3HSKaMU KOPUIOPOB.

— HcnoneAaTh BOJIO uMIiepaTtopa, — OTBEeTHJIa Ta.

Kuupuc MpiciieHHO noxKarna miedaMu. CTpax oKa3aThCsa B OUYePEIHOU IIepenpsare HUKyna He
IeJicsi, HO Temeph OHa XOTsI OBl He 605171ach OTKPHITH POT. UMIIEpaTop MOCTATOYHO SICHO
BBICKA3aJICd Ha €e CYEeT, U BPS[ JIU 3Ta «TEHb»...

ITpoBokaTas Tak pPe3ko crpadacTana ee 3a PyKy W MUXHYJIa B KAaKOU-TO HBIJIBHBIN, TEMHBIN
3aK0ynoK, uTo Kumpuc He ycnesna u nmogyMaTh O 3aliuTe. Tak U CTOsJIa, IpuXkKaTas CIIMHOM K
XOJIOOHBEIM CTeHaM, II0Ka Haf Hel, CJIOBHO IIOTPEeBOXKEHHas rafioka, HaBucasa 4bsi-To purypa.
Kuupuc ckopee morapanach, 4eM IOYYBCTBOBasla IPUCTABJIEHHHBIN K TOPJTY KUHXKaJl.
CrnotHyna, coobpaxkas, 94TO ycliejia HaTBOPUTE 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKoe BpeMs. Ha yM mpumino
TOJIBKO OOHO, ¥ 3HAKOMBIH T'0JIOC ITOATBEPHANII 3TO MIUIISAIINM:

— [axke He myMmaii mpo6paThbCs K HEMY B IIOCTEJIb, TBAPb poraTas. — Pyka TBepmo U yMeJo
HafaBWla Ha KMHXKaJl, JIe3Bue IPOTUBHO BOH3UJIOCH B 3apy0IieBaBIIMUCS IIpaM. — 30eCh He
MecTo Hu Tebe, Hu TBOUM (poKycam.

Bot Tebe u HeIIpUrjiasdgHasa «TeHb».

OT coOCTBEHHOM HEOCTOPOXKHOCTU KHUUPHC 3aX0TEI0Ch KaK ClefyeT IMOyYUTh ce0sl TIIIeTKOM 0
MSITKOMY MecCTy. Benb ee Ke y4unaM, MHOXKECTBO pa3 IpeaynpeRagaau 0 mogoOHOM. A oHa
BMECTO TOT'O YTOOHI BCIIOMHUTb MYZAPOCTb HaCTaBHUI], HEIIPOCTUTEJILHO pPa3MeyTasyach 0 TaKUX
IIPOCTHIX, ¥ TAKWX JKEJIAHHBIX BEIlax: TOpsiYel BaHHe, OYIIHUCTOM MbBUIE, TpeOHe, YUCTOU
omexkye. MO2KHO CKOJIPKO YTOOHO yOexkmaTh ce0si, YTO BCeMYy BUHOM Ta, Apyrasi UIIOCTacCh,
KOTOpas IIpeBpaTuia ee TeJIo B HAIIIUTOBaHHYIO KeJlaHueM U pa3BpaTHBIMU [IOMEICTIaMU
000JI09KYy, HO pa3Be He oHa, Kuupuc, moiKHa BIacTBOBATh HAJ CBOMMH HUIIOCTacsMu? Pa3se He
OHa JOJIXKHAa pelaTh, KOrga M KOTOPYIO U3 HUX BBIIIYCKATh U3 3aTOYEHUS B TEMHULIE €€
CO3HAHUA?

— 41 Bcero nUIIL TOCTHS, — CTAPasiCh MPUAATh IOJIOCY MSITKOCTh, 0TBeTUNa Kuupuc. Bpsan nu
JIBICOM «TeHU» TpebOOoBaJICS ee OTBET, HO HYXKHO OBLIO IOTSHYTH BpeMs. Ha ToT ciiy4ai, ecnu
Ha3MpaTeIbHUIIA PEIIUT, YTO CaMoe BpeMs Mpupe3aTh IPUIIIIYI0 AUKOBUHKY. — S He
cobupajiach CTaHOBUTHCSA KOMY-TO IIOII€PEK IOPOTH.

— 3aTKHUCH, poraTas, u ciiymaid B o6a yxa. [lepHembCcsi — U3YPOAYI0 TBOIO TPA3HYIO
MOPHAIIKY TakK, YTO Ha TeOs He M03apUTCsSd U KaCTPHUPOBAHHBIN XPSK.

Kunpuc nmpocto KuBHyna. Tak moiKHa Obljla MOCTYIIATh pac’Maa’pa, B cjiydae, eCliu ee XKU3Hb
moBeprasack omacHocTH. OHa — CJIMIIKOM IleHHAas BEIlb, CIUIIKOM JOPOTOM IBETOK, YTOOHI
TIO3BOJIUTH IPUOBOPHEIM KO3HAM IIPUYUHUTE €U Bper.

— 3mech Bce UOET CBOMM YepeaoM: HaCJIeTHUKH Pa3BIeKal0TCs CO CBOMMHU (PaBOPUTKaMHU B
apaxaHe. BpeMsi oT BpeMeHU KTO-TO U3 HaJIOXKHUIl YMUPAET, ITOAABUBIINCH BUHOTPaHOMN
KOCTOYKOM, MJI¥, CIOTKHYBIIINCE, CJIy4allHO HaKaJIbIBAaeTCS I'JlTa30M Ha CTOJIOBBIM HOXK. Ha ux
MEeCTO NpuxoOsT HOBEIe. CO CTOPOHBI 9TO MOXKET ITI0KAa3aThCs Xa0COM, HO IIOBEPh, BCE B
apaxaHe IIOOAYUHEHO €IUHOMY CBOAY ITOPSOKOB. Y 3Haelllb, KAKOB IIEPBLIN IIYHKT 3TUX
TIOPSOKOB?

— He 3axonu Ha 4yXKyI0 TEPPUTOPUI0? — IIpenIoioxuila Kumpuc.

— BepHo. 3HauuT, TH HE COBCeM 6eCTOIKOBas. XOTs, YECTHO, I PACCUUTHIBAIA Ha APYToi
oTBeT. M1 MHe [0 3yma B 3agHUIIE X0UETCs BRIIYCTUTEL Tebe KUIIKU. TH 30ech Kak 6erbMo Ha
riasy.

Hy u Ha xoro ke paboTaeT 3Ta jbicasi crepBa? KoMy cinyxut? IlepBoii haBOpUTKE
umrieparopa? Tol, 0 KOTOpOU rOBOPSAT, YTO OHa KpacHuBee JIyHBI U BeJIMKOJIeTHee conHIla? Mnu



ee MepBO¥ COMEpPHHUIE, KOTOpAs IMIPeaIoYnuTaeT MeOJIEHHO, HO BePHO M30aBIsITHCS OT
BO3MOZXKHBIX KOHKYPEHTOK, Belb T€ MOT'YT 3aHATHh TAaK OOJITO U CTapaTeJIbHO IIOATOTaBJINBaeMoe
nmst cebs MecTo?

— U BoT emle 4TO, — yX&Ke CIOKOMHee, CIIOXBAaTUlIacCh «TeHb». — TBl, KOHEYHO, MOXKeIThb
T02KaJIOBAThCS UMIIEPATOPY Ha MOM YIPO3HL. A OH MOXKET ITPUKA3aTh MEHS BHIIIOPOThL. Moel
CHMHe He NPUBHIKaTh. Ho mpexkae yeM BHITBOPUTH MOOOHOE, UMel BBUAY: 9TO OyHeT JIUIIb
TBOE CJIOBO IPOTUB MOETO0. 3a MeHs eCTh KOMY 3aMOJIBUTE CJIOBEYKO, poraTasi. A KTO
BCTYIIUTBLCA 3a TeOs, KOraa THl B IEPBHIN K€ JeHb IPUMEIILCS KJIeBeTaTh Ha IUYHYIO 3Tapy
uMmieparopa’?

Ha 310 Bonpoc Kuupuc Toxe npepnodia IpoMoIdarh.

KaxeTcs, aTapa ocTanach HOBOJIbHA UXHEMHOTIOCJIOBHEIM JUAJIOrOM, IIOTOMY YTO yOpasna
KMHXaJl ¥, Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBao, BEITONKHYNIa Kuupuc o6paTHO B KOPUAOP.

— Ceiiuac s cHuesam Bce, 4TO IIPUKa3all UMIIEpaTop, HO Ha TBOEM MecTe 51 Obl He
paccuuThIBajia Ha JIUYHBIE ITOKOU. ThI, KaK ¥ MHOTHE OPYyTHe [0 Tebsl, yXBaTHU/a TOJIUKY ero
BHUMaHUs. He packaTreiBa ry0y Ha 60sbIllee, eCiiv, KOHEYHO, HEe XOUYeIllb ObITh OMHOU U3 TEX,
KTO CIIy4aWHO ITOCKOJIb3HYJICS BO BPEMS HOYHOM IIPOTYJIKM 110 BHEIIHEN CTEHE.

3a cienyouM II0OBOPOTOM MX XKAaJl JOJITUYM U YTOMUTENbHBIN IIOABEM I10 Y3KOU BUHTOBOU
JIECTHHUIIE BHYTPH CHIPOM OalrHu. ITapa Hapo4YHO MOATOJKHYIa Kunupuc nmepsoii 1 Bce BpeMst
nogbeMa MeWpPUTHHA He MOTJIa OTHEJIaThCs OT MBICIIH, YTO IIPOBOXKATasI TOIbKO U AeJIaeT, YTO
UIIET MIPenJsior, Kak Obl ITOATOJIKHYTHCS KEePTBY K TOMY CaMOMY IIOCJIegHeMY IoneTy. U, 4To
xyKe Bcero, Kuupuc ocTpo oco3HaBasia BCIO TIIyOUHY CBO€l 6eCIIOMOIITHOCTU. YTO OHa MOXKET
coenaTh? TONMBKO 3alIMIIAaThLCS HAIlyCKHOM KPaTKOCThIO. [To KpaliHel Mepe, II0Ka He
pa3mo06blia Majlo-MaabCKU IOOXOSINee OpyxKue.

«Tbl MOJ#CEWb NONBIMAMbCS MOJAKHYMb ee, — 3allleBeIujIach Ta UIIOCTach, KOTOpyio B Kepake
nofauBayCh HaXxe CaMble CTaphle U OMBITHHIE XKPULEL. — MoJicewb npocmo cxeamums 3d
PYKY U cu2aHymb 8HU3 8Mecme ¢ Hell. Ecmb comHu cnocob6o8 cOoXHYymbv Kpacuso eMecmo
moeo, 4¥mobbl JHcuUMb 8 oW eliHUKe».

A 4TO menaTh, €CIIM X04YeTCs XXKUTh? Eciiu Toi, 6ecTeieCHOI UIIOCTAaCH BCe PaBHO, Bedb OHa
y2Ke OaBHO HOTepsijia COOCTBEHHYIO GU3UYECKYI0 000JI0UKY, a JKUBOMY TEJTy BCETO-TO U HYZKHO,
YTO Hagexkma?

«[asati, Kuupuc, amo 6yde seceo!» — mpononkaja IONHAYUBATL O€3yMHas UIIOCTACh.

U tak BCIO mopory mo KynanbHu. K c4acThio, Ta, Apyras, TepIeTh He MOrJjla UIyMHYIO
KOMITaHHUIO ¥ TOPSYYIO BOMY, U CTOMI0O KMUPUC OKYHYTHCS B IIAaPCTBO AYIIHUCTOTO 6EJIOT0, Kak
MOJIOKO Itapa, 6eCcTHIO KaK BEeTPOM CLHYJIO.

CxpoMHas KOMHaTa [Jisg Kyrnanus B KepakeHeHel1a HU B KAKOe CPaBHEHHUE CO BCEM TEM
BeJIMKOJIeNnreM, KOTopoe o0pymuiIoch Ha Kuupuc BMecTe ¢ IpUSTHOM paccnabisioniell Herou
Kapa. E¥f cTonmo rpoMafHbIX YCUIUHM HE TOAAThCS UCKYIIEHUI0 COPOCUTL PBAaHbE Y OKYHYTHCS
B [IEPBLIN K€ HAOJTHEHHBIN ropsdyell BOJoM MpaMOpPHEBIHM 6accelH. [IpuIock CTUCHYTE 3YOH U
UATH, KyJa MOATaJIKUBaa 9Tapa, MOMyTHO He OTKa3biBasi cebe B yIOBOJIBCTBUYM HACIIAXKOATHCS
OTKpHIBaromumucs sugamu. O, 60Ty, ga 3mech OOQHUX TOJIBKO GOHTAHOB M MO3auK TaK0oe
BEeJIMKOe pa3HooOpa3Hoe MHOXKECTBO, UTO He COCUUTATH I10 ankliaM ob6eux pyk! UTto yx
TOBOPHUTH O MO30JIOUEHHBIX YMBIBATbHUKAX, HE(PUTOBEIX KOJIOHHAX, BEIPE3aHHBIX U3 OUPIO3HI
cTaTy¥ oOHaKEeHHBIX IIPEJIeCTHUI], 3aCTHIBIINX B TAKUX [103aX, YTO Kumpuc xoTenocs
IIPOBANUTHLCS CKBO3b 3€MJIIOOT CTHIA.

A elrie 3mech OBIIY XKEHIMUHEL. Takoe KOJIMYEeCTBO OOHAXKEHHBIX XKEHIIMH, YTO BLIOEIUTD
KaKyI0-TO OJHY IIPOCTO He IPECTaBISAIOCh BO3MOXKHBIM. CMyT/Ible, KypYaBhle TAPHUCKHU, TaKHUe
rubKue, 94To 00 UX MacCTEPCTBE 3K30TUYECKOTO TaHIla XOOUIN JIereHOb. belmokoxue u
KpeIIKie, POCikie CKa-py, HeIPeB30iIeHHbIe BOUTEILHUIIEL He TOJIBKO Ha Iojie 60si, HO U B
TIOCTEeJIN CyMEBIIIETO WX MOKOPUTh MYyXKYKWHBI. OTHEHHEIE I0I0H, IITyCTPHIE U JIOBKUE, HACTOSIINE
MaCTepPHUIILl UT'P I3LIKa U PTa.

— Bort, npuHuMail HOBeHbKY!O, ['o11’ Pu.

KI/II/IpI/IC TakK yBJI€eKaJlaCh, YTO HE 3aM€E€THUJIa, KaK «TeHb» IIOATOJIKHYJIa €€ IIPAMUKOM K



3O0POBEHHOMY MYKHUKY. TOT OXOTHO «PacCHaxHyJl o0bsaTHsI». KHUPHUC CTaro IPOTUBHO OT
OMHOTO JIUIIIh TPUKOCHOBEHHUS ITOKPHITHIX TYCTHIMU XKECTKUMHU BOJIOCAMH PYK. A eIre OT Hero
IO TOIITHOTHI BOHSIJIO COBEPIIEHHO HE MPUINYECTBYIOMIEN My KYUHE IIBETOYHON BOOOM.

lou’Pu cxBaTui ee 3a por, NOTSHYJ Ha3apn, BEIHYyXKOasi CMOTPeTh IPSAMO eMy B nuno. Ha mecte
OOHOTrO rya3a ObUIa KPUBO 3allITOIIaHHAs paHa, Koe-Ife IMOKPHITas 3aCOoXIIel CIU3bI0.

— Yo TH 3a x0nepa? — OH 03amayeHHO I0Tep oba nonboponka, KPSIKHYI U OODHUM Pe3KUM
IBUKEHUEM COpPBAaJl C HOBEHBKOM ee xytamMuay. — Hy, CUChKHY KaK y OOBIYHOM 6a0bl. ITO KaKOH
Ke Teypr 0CYaCTIUBUI U KOTOPOTO U3 HAaCIeOHUKOB?

BcnomuHas o ToM, Kak ellle MUHYTY Ha3a]ll Kejaja u30aBUTHCS OT I'PSA3HOr0 TpAnbs, Kunupuc
OT BCeH AyIIM IIPOKJIsiyia 00r0oB U UX SITOBUTOE YyBCTBO IoMopa. OHa NonbITanack NIPUKPHITHCS,
Ho I'onf’Pu onepenun ee. HeBecTh OTKyIa BEIYOUI TOHKUM, 00€PHYTHIM KOXKAaHOU JIEHTOH IIPYT
— ¥ ymapuil MEWPUTHHY 110 pyKaM. [la Tak MacTepCKH, YTO OMHUM MaxoM IIepeTsHyT o0e
JIafoHH.

— 4 TyT TJIKY Ha BCe, Ha 4YTO I0XkKejial, — He 6e3 rOpIoCTH 3asIBUII TOJICTSIK. — 3aX04y —
Oy[mels B TAKOM BUJIE Mepeo MHOU BeCh MeHb CTOSATh. A TO TIsIOu-Ka, CTECHSAETCS OHa.

— 3aMopcKasi IMKOBUHKA, — He TPEeMUHYJIa OTBETUTh 3Tapa. — YMIepaTop BeJiesl IPUBECTH
ee B IIOPsIOK. Bumen 6wl TH, KaK OHa Ha Hero Habpocuiack — 4YyTh HE OTHAAIach XOTh B 3af,
XOTb B TIepe.

Kuupuc 3axMypuiach, OnyCcTusia pyKu, HeBUASIIUM B30POM Pa3T/IsObiBasi BLI3BAHHOE ee
TIOSIBJIEHMEM CTOJIIIOTBOPEHUE. [eBYIIKY, TOTBKOYTO 3aHSIThIE CBOMMHU [ejlaMM, COOMpanch
BOKDPYT Hee, 00pa3ys IJIOTHEIM KPYT, OYATO O0SIIKChH, UTO KepTBa COEXXKUT paHbIlle, YeM OHU
HacagsaTcs TpaBnel. M Bcex 3THX 102KaHOK, CEBEPSTHOK M OCTPOBUTSHOK OOBEIUHSIIIO OMHO:
KaXkpasi BUIeJa B Hell comepHUIly. M Kaxpas XxKejaja CMEPTH.

— 3aMopcKasi JUKOBUHKA, 3HAYUT?

XpyCTaIbHBIM M YHUCTHIN, CJIOBHO TOPHBIM POOHUK T'0JIOC, OBII 4O OMepP3eHus XOIogHeM. OH
3a3BeHeJI HaJl TOJI0OBaMM HAJIOKHUIl — U Te, CKJIOHUB I'OJIOBHI, PACCTYIIUJIUCh, IIPOITyCKas B
KpPyT 6€3yIpeuHyIo OCIIENMUTEIIFHYI0 KPaCaBUIy-UHUKEDY.

— HoBeHbKasg, — HEXOTH 6pOCI/I.TI TOJICTSAK, HO OT KI/II/IpI/IC He YKPhIJIaCh HH €TI0 BHe3allHasAa
IIOKJIaANUCTOCTD, HHU IIJIOXO CKPEIBa€Mbie HOTKU 3aUCKHUBAHUA. — He uHaye BLIBeeHHAsI KaKUM-
TO TAypromMm xmmepa.

HHI/IKepa BCKHHYJIa 6pOBL, IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha KI/II/IpI/IC IIPOH3UTEJIbHBIMU 2KE€JITBIMHU, KaK Y KOIIIKH,
ryia3aMu ¥ HeOPeKHO cKa3ajla, 00palasiCh K «TEHU»:

— Taxk THI CKa3aja, YTo OHa cobmpajiack OTHATLCSA MoeMy [I3iHy? Y mouTu nmpeycnesna?

— 4 6®1 cCKa3asa, 9YTo poraTasi 4YyTh U3 IIKYPHI HE BBUIE3IA, TPUBJIEKasi BHUMaHUE
uMneparopa. — ['os10c «TeHu» cTan eIedHbIM.

HNuukepa nopoiia K Kuupuc moyTy BOJIOTHYIO, OIeHHUIIA €€ OOJITUM BRICOKOMEPHBIM
B3rsimoM. OT 9TOM KEHIIUHLI BESIJIO OTIAaCHOCTHIO, HO, YAUBUTEJIbHOE Oejo, Kuupuc moytu He
WCHIEBITHIBANIA CTPaxa. B0 MUl TIeTKoe HegoyMeHne 13-3a MOgOOHOT0 COOCTBEHHUYECKOTO
HacTpoeHus. Pa3Be XKeHIIWHLI B apaxaHe He OeclipaBHbIE HAJIOKHUIIEL, Ybe CYIIECTBOBAHUE
CIIyKUT JIUIIH OOHOM I1eyin — y6JIazkaTh TPEeX CaMBIX CUJIbHBIX MyK4YWH uMmnepuun? OHU BCce
IpUHAAIeKaT HacllegHUKaM, HO HY OOWH HaCJIeOHUK He IMIPUHAAIEeXXUT HU OOHON M3 HUX.
KakuMu OBl H30ITPEHHBIMHU JIIOOOBHUIIAMY HU OBIIM 3TH KPACOTKH, HU OOHA U3 HUX He MOTJIa
BCEpPbE3 MEYTaTh O 4YeM-TO OOMbIIeM, YeM HeoIlpedesIeHHOe BpeMs B UX MOCTEeJIH.

— Ecnu THI BCcephes AyMaen s 3aloIydYuTh MMIIEpaTopa, To, 60I0Ch, TBOE TpeObIBaHUE 3[ECh
OymeT OYeHb KOPOTKUM U O0JIe3HeHHBIM. — M HUKepa MaHepHO CMOPILHJIa HOC.

— 41 cobuparchk Bcepbe3 He BOCIIPUHUMATh TBOU CJIOBA, — CIIOKOMHO oTBeTHNIa Kuupuc.

BupeTs, KakK KpacuBOe JIMIO IePBOM UMIIepPaTOPCKOM (haBOPUTKYU UCKA3UIIOCh OT I'HEeBa, OBLIO
MMOYTH TAKUM K€ U3BICKaHHBIM JJTaKOMCTBOM, KaK M YePHUYHOE BUHO. M, 1Mo mIpaBae roBops, B
THeBe WHUKepa ObUIa He Tak yXK U KpacuBa. HemapoMm ke HactaBHulla B Kepake mobuia
TOBOPHUTBD, YTO 3JI0CTh HE KPACUT HU ONHY KEeHIINHY, PaBHO KakK 1 6e3ynpeyHas IOKOPHOCTh, U



BCEMOTJIONIA0INasi 1I000Bbh K OMHOMY €OIUHCTBEHHOMY MYXKYUHE.,

— VY Hee OCTpPHBIN A3BIK, — TOTOTHYJ ['011'PU U BTUCHYJICS MeXK[Oy COIepHUIIaMH, CIIOBHO
CJIMIIIKOM TOJICTHIM KYCOK BSIJIEHOTO MsiCa MEXKAY TOHKUMH JIOMTSIMU IIOOXKapeHHOT 0
KyKypy3HOTO Xxy1e6a. — XBaTUT co6avguThCS, ATypa, ITIOTOMY 4TO OOBIYHO ITUIUIIE THI, a
HaroHSM IToIydYalo . A T, — TOJICTSIK ITOATONKHYNI Kumpuc B cTOpoHY 6acceiiHOB, — CTyIIai,
II0Ka y MeHs HOC He OTBaJIUJICH.

MelpuTHHY He MPHUILIOCh IPOCUTH OABaXkK/Abl. KUMPUC C YAOBOJILCTBUEM OTHANIACh B PYKH TPEX
CIIyKaHOK.

OHa He cuuTasa BpeMs, KOTOpOe IIpoBejia B KyIalabHIX. 3Hasa TOJIBKO, YTO B CDABHEHUM C
TeM, KaK CeCTpHl U3 XpaMa IO KpacHa pacTHpaly KOXKYy KeCTKON MOoYaJKO!, T0OJIOBOMOMKA OT
CITy2KaHOK OBLIM CYIIUM YIOBOJIbCTBHEM. [lake HeB3Upas Ha TO, YTO CIIyKaHKU He 0C000
CTapanauch OBITh aKKyPaTHBIMH.

ITocne 3aBepmenus Kynanus, Kuupuc ycaguiu Ha CTy/N ¥ IPUBEJIH B IIOPSANOK BOJIOCk. OgHa
U3 CJIy2KaHOK BBEIYeChIBajla X OO0 TeX IIOP, TOKa KaxKAbIM BOJIOCOK He JIET K BOJIOCKY,
ITPEBPATHUBIINCH B 0€3yNPEeYHBIH OecTAIni MeqoBEN Bogomnazn. M3 Bce ogexkasl Kuupuc
BBIIEJINIIM YTO-TO IIOJIYIIPO3pavHoe, OINHHOE U BOCXUTUTENILHO IIpoCcToe. B cTpanHo# ofgexne
MeUpUuTHHA YyBCTBOBasa cebs emle 6ojiee 00HaxKeHHOM, 4eM 0e3 Hee.

ITo okoHYaHMM OMOBeHUS XKUPHBIY ['011'Pu O1leHUTI ee BU U CATbHO IPUIIENIKHYJI S3EIKOM.
— Bce paBHO cTpammnnuile, — 3aKJII0YXAJI OH C BUOM 3HATOKa.

ToJICTSAK oNpenesieHHO COOMpaiCs CKa3aTh YTO-TO ellfe, HO, IOgyMaB, IPOMOoJIdat. JIuib
nepenan Kuupuc Ha OPYKY JIBICOY 9Tape U MOIIeBas Beiien, 6yaTo 60sIcs MOAenuTh KaKoe-
TO MIPOKJISTHE.

— 91 oTBenmy TeOs1 Ha KyXHIO, — II0 JOPOT'e pacCcKa3kiBajla JIbIicasi Haf3upaTeabHUIla. — A II0OTOM
Tebs xKenaeT BuneTh KoponeBa-mats. OUeHb HaJleI0Ch, OHa moo6sioMaeT Tebe pora.

KyxHst oka3anachk IPOCTOPHBIM ITOMEIEHNEM, KaK COKPOBHUIHUITEI OOTOB, 0 KPaeB
HamOJIHEHHAs CO0JIa3HUTEIbHBIMU apOMaTaMU BCEBO3MOXKHEIX (PYKTOB, BEIIIEYKU U
u3bICKaHHEBIX Omtof. [TosiBmeHne Kunuprc 3acTaBuiio CyeTIUBLIX CITIy?KaHOK Ha BpeMs OTJIOXKHUTh
CBOU [ieJia M BO BCe TJIa3a TapallluThCS Ha POraTyio IMKOBUHKY. M B HACTyNUBIIEH TUIIWHE
3BYK ee TPOMOK ypyalllero KejayakKa IIPo3Bydasl 4o HEBO3MOXKHOTO OTBpaTuTebHo. HaBepHoe,
9Ta TUIIWHA TAHYJIAch O eIlle IoJbllle, He pa3pyOu ee HaCMEUIUBOe:

— a TeOs MOYTH He Y3HaTh, IITallKa. ITouucTtuna HeprI_HKI/I?

HewusBecTHO, B KAKOM YTy OpsiTancsi HacnegHWK TEeHU, HO OH IOSIBUJICS CJIOBHO M3 HHOTKYIA.
Cynst o He CJIMIITKOM YOWBJIEHHBIM JIWIlaM oOuTaTenel KyxHu, MogoOHoe OBIIO UM HE B
OIUKOBUHKY.

PynH B mBa cueTa okazaycs pspgoM, noiiMman Kuupuc 3a pyky U4, 3aBopakuBasi ee IPUCTaIbHBIM
B3TJISIIOM, MeJIEHHO, OCTOPOKHO TI0IIeJIOBaJ BHYTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY 3aMsCThsi. Kuupuc
pBaHyJia pyKy, HO HaCJIegHUK IOepzKaJl JIaJoHb, CJIOBHO KJIEIIaMU.

— Moxemnrs youpaTbcs, Cea, — He IIOTPYOUBIINCH IOCMOTPETD Ha JILICYIO «T€Hb», IIPUKa3all
oH. — OT TBOeU KHCJION POXKU y MeHsI HeCcBapeHHe. TBoe MeCTO — 3a moporom. Moxeub
TIOCUMETH 3@ ABEPHIO, MOCIIYIIaTh, KaK MBI BCEM MUPOM Oy[EM IIJIECTH 3aTOBOPHI IIPOTUB MOETO
KOPOHOBaHHOTO OpaTiia. YBepeH, [[97H 0 JOCTOMHCTBY OILIEHUT yCepOue CBOEH IIaBKU. Benp
OH TOJIbKO U XKIEeT, KaK Obl HalTH ITOBOM M30aBUTHCS OT OJIMKaNIIero KOHKypeHTa.

9Tapa COTHYJIa CIIMHY B HU3KOM IIOKJIOHE 1, He OTPhIBasA B3rJisdga OT II0JIa, IOKOPHO CKa3alia:

— HMmMnepatop BBepu pac’'Maa’py MouM 3aboraM. $1 mojkHa obeperaTs ee Oo TeX Iop, MoKa
Ha 9TOT CYEeT He MOCTYIUT APYTUX PAaCIOPSIKEHUH.

— TwsI — u BOPYT Oy[elns obeperaTh ee XKU3Hb U 3M0POBbe? — PYHH OT AYIIX PAcXOXOTajCs. —
OT Takoro rpy0boro BpaHbsl y MEHs Befib U 3yObl MOTYT pPa300JieThCsi. A TH 3Haelllb, B KOT'O
MeHsI mpeBpamaeT 00Jb.

B uHTOHaAUMY 3TUX CJIOB OBLIO Kyma O0JIbIlle MCTUHEL, Y4eM B caMuXx cjioBax. JIvicas Cea,



Tpo6OPMOTaB YTO-TO O CBOEM HEYYTHBOCTH, BHIILIA. PYHH pa3Besl pyKH, OTBECUJI LIYTOBCKOM
IIOKJIOH, CJIOBHO apPTHUCT C TeaTPaJIbHLIX IOJMOCTKOB — U yBJIeK Kuupuc 3a cTo 0K0J10
KPOXOTHOTI'0 3apelledYeHHOI0 OKOIIKa.

— C atumu cnu3Hskamu, Kuupuc, cnenyeTt obparaTbCad UMEHHO TaK: BEITUPATh HOTH,
JKeJlaTelbHO IIpexXe, Kak cJjieqyeT, IOTONTaBIINCh B CBMHApHUKe. lHaYe paHO WU O3OHO
OHM MOCMEIOT IyMaTh, YTO CTAJIM «CBOMMM», U 3TO [A€T UM HEKOTOPHIE IIPEUMYIIECTRA.
Hanpumep, cuutaTh, 9YTO THYTh CIIMHY MOXKHO M HE TaK YCEPIHO.

IToka PyHH mOCBSIIIAI €€ B TOHKOCTH COOCTBEHHOT'O MUPOBO33PEHUS, IT0OBAPSATa HAKPLIIN Ha
CTOJI: 3a CYNTaHHbIe MTHOBEHUS Ha CTOJICIIIHHUIIE He 0CTAJIOCh CBOOOOHOT0 MecTa OT OJIiof,
TapeJioK U KyBIIMHOB. Kuupuc 3axkMypuiachk, OTKphUIa I'jla3a, HaZlesaCh, UYTO BCe 3TO — He
CO3[aHHBIM ee TOJI0IOM MUpPaXK.

— Tlompo0yii, Tebe TOHPABUTCS.

PyHH nOOKOBEIPHYJI BUJIKOM KyCOYEK MsiCa C KPOJIMYbhel HOXKKY, IIOAYJI Ha HEero, IIpyu 3TOM
pas3TsObiBasi CBOIO0 MOIYAIMBYIO CIYTHHUITY CO BCE€ BO3PACTAIOIIUM JTIOOOIBITCTBOM. A TIOTOM
TmepexBaTUII MSICO ajblaMu U npoTsaHyn Kunprc. OHa moTSAHYyIachk ObIIO, YTOOB B3STh
IIpenoXeHHoe yroueHue, Ho HacrmegHUK TeHU ocafull ee HaCMeIlTUBEIM:

— Pa3Be TeOs He yYMIM, YTO BHIIIKOJIEHHAs pac’Maa’pa [oJIKHa IPUHUMATH MUY U3 PYK
X03sTMHA ¥ HUKaK uHa4de?

Kuupuc crnoTHyna, ©30 BCeX CUJl XkKejasi cebe Tepnenusi. O6uIMe 3amaxoB CBOAUIIO C yMa,
TIOACTPEKaso 3aTONKAaTh B POT BCE U Cpa3ly — M IIIeBaTh, OyHeT 1 OHA BHITJISOETH
HEeIOCTOHNHO.

— MeHsa yunnu, 4To pac’Maa’pa MOXKeT NprUHanajaexkaTh JIUIIb ODHOMY MyzKunHe, HacrnemHuk
TEeHU, — CTapasicCh AepzKaTb POBHEIM HEBO3MYTUMBIM TOH, OTBETHUJIA OHA. — A BBl MHOU He
BJIQ€ETE.

— Ba! — PyHH 3akuHyJ MSCO B POT, OTKHHYJICSA Ha COIUHKY CTyJla ¥, HUYYTh HE CTECHSSACH,
3aKUHYJI HOTY Ha cToJI. Ha mmon nmonertenu tapenky, KyOKu, CTONIOBEIe IpuOopLl. OH U ria3oM
He noBenl. — OGienue ¢ [IatiHoM crenano Tebs mep3koil. MoxeT ObITh, UMIIEPATOD YdHce
3asBUJI Ha Tebs1 cBou mpaBa? U Kak, ObsaBOJ 3afepy, 3T0 BoolIre npoucxonut? HyxHo
COBEPIIUTL KaKOU-TO puTyan? Cka3aTh TaMHCTBEHHYIO abpakamabpy? IlouMeTs Te6st paHblile
IPYTHUX, B KOHIE KOHIIOB?

Kuupuc Bce-Takm He BhIepzKaja, YKPagKOW CXBaTUJIa JIOMTUK BETUMHEL ¥ C HACTAXKAEHUEM
OTKycula cpa3y 005bInol Kycok. OT BKyca Msica, IPUIIPABIEHHOT0 CMEeChI0 AYIIUCTHIX TPaB U
TepIeB, 3aX0TEI0Ch CYACTIIMBO YIEIOaThCsI. Kak XKe TaBHO OHA He ejla HUYEro B CBOE
ynoBonbcTBue! 2KpUIlEl B XpaMe TaK U BOBCe He [aBajii el Msica, oracasiCb — U He
0ecIIoYBEHHO — YTO 3TO OyAeT OYPHO BIIHUSTH HA Ty €e UIIOCTAach, YTO BCETra UIET IMOBOL
IIYCTUTH KOMY-TO KPOBB.

Ho 3mech, moxoxke, He BCe CTOMNb TJTyOOKO MOHUMAIOT, C KeM UMEIOT meno, U Kuupuc nyuie Obl
oTKycuia cebe S3bIK, YeM PacCKphLIa XOTh MaJIyIO TOJIUKY BCEX CBOUX TalH. Bemp UMEHHO C ux
TIOMOIIIBIO OHA CfiejIaeT TO, YTO MOJIXKHA, a IOTOM, €CJIX II0CYaCTIUBUTCS, cO6exuT. Ha
mocnenHee, BIpoyeM, 0co60i HameXkObl HeT. [ToToMy 4TO rosoca u3 IT0ToOKa TOBOPUIIA — 3TO C
caMoro Hauasa OblIa JOpora B OOUH KOHeEII.

— MHO# MOXKeT BlafieTh TOT, KTO KYIIHUJI, — CTapasiCh MOMAaBUTh HOTKU I'PYCTH, IPOU3HECIa
Kuupuc. 9ToMy MyX4YruHe HeT Oeo [0 ee 60K, OH BUOUT JTUIIL KPAaCUBOE TEJ0, KOTOPEIM
CTPACTHO XeJaeT BilafgeTh. M ueM maniblile — TeM CHIbHee OyIeT CTAHOBUTHLCS XKaXKOa
oOnagaHusd.

— Yro X, B TAKOM CJly4Yae ThHI IpuHamIexRuIs, Koponese-maTepu! — PyHH OT Oyiiu
pacxoxoTancsi. — OHa Kymnuia Tebsi 3a KpOBb U rpabexk. ITOM MOHETH Y Hee MPeloCTaTOYHo, U’
OHa HMKOTTa He CKYIUTCS.

— 41 paga, HacnegHUK TEHHU, YTO CMOTJIa YIOBIIETBOPUTH Ballle JIFOOOMIBITCTBO. MOTY JH 5
HaMesIThCs, YTO BBl B KaUECTBE JKeCTa Balllel moOpoi BOIY YOOBIETBOPUTE U MOE
JII0OOIIBITCTBO?

OH IJIOTOSIAHO OCKJIaOUIICs, B3TJISAOM IIOUTPHIBAsI €€ TPYHIBIO IO MTOJIYyITPO3PaYHON TKAaHbIO



mwiaTthsi. Kunprc HeBOIBHO 3aKMypuUIIach, BooOpakasi, 9YTO ¥ PyKU V HETO, HOJIKHO OBITE,
IOBOJIBHO JIOBKUE.

«51 6vl € ydoeoxlbcmeuejvl nepepes3dasaa emy 20ps0 nocsae moao, Kaxk docbvima Hauezparcv», —
IIEeIIHYyJIa €€ BEYHO XKaXKOyIllad KPOBH UIIOCTACh.

Boru BCeMOryinue, OHa BCEro-To Chejla JIOMTUK BETUYHUHEL.

— 4 6®1 ymoBiieTBOPUII TEGSI CTOJIFP MHOTUM KOJIMYECTBOM CIIOCO00B, mTamka... — CroBa
IPO3By4Yasu Kak oberfanue. — 3Haelb, KAKUM XUTPOCTSAM MOTYT OOYUYUTb MYKUYUHY
BeCTaHHBIC ['0Opss4YMX OCTPOBOB?

— ¥V MeHs HeT moBOoga COMHEBATHCS C IIPaBONMBOCTHU TBOUX CJIOB, HacnemHuk TeHwu.

— PyHH, — mompaBuil oH. — Eciu s moxkesai, YTOOLl TBOM MPEeKPACHLINA POTHK Ha3hIBAl MEHS
«HacmegHUKOM>», S HEeIIpeMeHHO AaM 00 3TOM 3HaTh. A TTOKa — TOIBKO uMsi. OHO MHE IOPOTo
KakK IIaMsTh.

— Kak noxenaeus, PyHH.

— Tak yeM g MOT'y yOOBJIETBOPUTh TeOs, pac’'maa’pa?

Omna nmoMepquia, emle pa3 OlleHnJIa BO3MOKHEIE IOCJIEACTBUS, U BCe-TaKU PUCKHYIIA.
— HacnegHuK KOoCTell — 4YTO C HUM?

PyHH IIOMOPIIUIICS, HO, XBajla 60oraM, KaXeTcs He coOuparsics BIagaTh B APOCTh. Kuupuc
monoxwuia cebe He 3a0bITh HOBBIM CEKPET: 3TH OBOE HeHdOI00IUBaIy APYT APyra, HO He Mo
TAKOM CTEINEeHM, YTOOHI IT0-HACTOSIMIEMY JKeJIaTh 3/71a COIEPHUKY.

— V¥ Hero... Kaxk Xe 3Ta OpgHb Ha3blBaeTcs. — HacnegHUK IollenKa nanbkliaMy, IoMoras cebe
BCIIOMHUTL. A, BCIIOMHUB, XJIOIIHYJI 10 KOJIeHy. — I'y0oKas mnylleBHas TpaBMa.

OH paxe He CKPHIBAJ, YTO U3[leBaeTCs. 3a BCe HeJoIroe BpeMs uxX 3HaKoMcTBa Kuupuc
ycIiejia 3allOMHUTb — 3TOT MY2K4YHHA OO0JIbIIIe BCEX MPOYUX MACOK JTIOOUT HOCUTh TUYUHY IITyTa.
IToyemy? Ona omrymana HeOOXOOMMOCTE BEISICHUTE 9T0. Y 4eM paHbIlle — TeM JIydIle.

— ¥V KaXxmoro CBOM IIIpaMbl Ha Oyile, — cKalanaKuupuc, BCIIOMUHAsI BpeMeHa, Koraa Oblia
TIPOCTOM, HO eIMHCTBEHHOMN 1 TI0OMMOM MOYephio CBOET0 BeIMYECTBEHHOTO OTIla. MorJia JIu
OHa TOTHA 3HATh, YTO HPOUAET KaKUX-HUOYIObh HECKOJTEKO YEJIOBEYECKUX JIET — U el OymeT
YTrOTOBaHA y4YaCTh MapTHIIIKKA Ha IPUBSA3U? — YTO C HUM CTPSICIIOCH?

— Mozenrs TUYHO COIPOCUTHL Y MOET0 IIOJIOYMHOT0 6paTia, — cKas3ay PyHH u ykKaza B3TrJIsIoM
KyZna-To IIOBEPX €€ IIjIeya.

KI/II/IpI/IC BCKHHYJIACh, 3a4Y€M-TO BCTaJla U €1Ba YCTOAJIa Ha OPOXKallluX OT CTpaXa Horax.

HacmegHUWK KOCTel CTOSII B IBEPSIX: B OOHOM pyKe mepzkKaJjl MeIlloK, a IPYTYI0 HeJIOBKO
mpukUMani K 60Ky. Mexay 06HaKeHHBIMHU ITaJIbI[aMU BCKUIIAJ ¥ TEHUICS (DUOIETOBO-CEPHIN
TyMmaH. JIrogqu OSTUINCE OT Hero, OyATO OT IPOKaXKEeHHOTo, HO Paciep He mpuaaBas 3TOMY
3HauyeHUs. HaBepHsKa MaBHO MPUBHIK.

Kuupuc 6osmack ero. bosinack Tak CUIBHO, UTO C TPYOOM ITOZaBlisijia XKejlaHue PAaCTBOPUTHCS
6e3 octaTtka. CoBCEM KaK CErOfHSs, Ha MOCTY: CTOMJIO IIOSIBUTHCSI HaCIeTHUKY, KaK BCE ee
CYILIeCTBO 3aBOIIUJIO O CMEPTHU, KOTOPOM 5TOT CTPAHHEIM ITapeHb UMeJl HarJIOCTh IPUKa3kIBaTh.

— MuI BUguMCS BTOPOU pa3, MEUPUTHHA, — BCe TeM Ke CYXUM rojIocoM HanoMHUi Pacnep, —
¥ BO BTOPOM pa3 Thl OKA3LIBAEIILCS B OYPHOU KoMmaHuu. Tebe HpaBUTCSA OKpPYKaTh ce0st
KJIOyHaMu?

K cuacTrio, 0H He XKpgan oTBeTa. I[IpocTo OTIyCTUI Kpas MeNIKa U BEITPSAXHYJI COOEPKUMOE Ha
non. [IBe TSAXKeJNble TOJIOBH I'JIYX0 CTYKHYJIUCE O KaM€eHb, IOKAaTUJINCh, CIOBHO IIOOIIOPYEHHEIE
IIonEl. 3aMepnu Vv Hor Kuupuc, yCTaBUBIINCH OCTEKJIEHEBIITUMY MEPTBBIMHU I'1a3aMu. Bo3Huna
u MacTep OBITKHU.

«Boau, oH npekpaceH!» — B3BU3THYyJIa CyMacCIIefllasi UIIOCTAaCh U 3aCTOHAJIa TaK I'POMKO,
OyOTO ee MOIIEKOTAIN MEXKIY HOT.



U B Kou-TO BeKH Kuupuc coBceM He XOTEeJI0Ch C HEH CIIOPUTh.

[ToBUHYSICh BHYTPEHHEMY ITOPHIBY, OHA MIPUCEJIa, YCTAaBUIACh B IIepelyTraHHble Ta3a
neIToyHnKa. CKopee Bcero, Pacjiep UCIoIb30Basl TEYPTHIO, YTOOL 3aKOHCEPBHUPOBATE «Iaphi»
IO COCTOSTHUSI, IPUTOTHOTO IJIs mapeHusi. Cpe3sl OBIIM POBHBIMH, OOYTIIEHHBIMHU 110 KpasM, Ha
TIOJIy HE OCTAJIOCh HU KaTlJId KPOBH.

— TwI mcux, — 6pocun Pyus. — He GouIIbCsi, YTO MaMO4Ka HacT 110 3aJHHUILIE 3a IOPYy ee
Urpyumex?

— Hu oguH CMepTHEIH He CMeeT IPUYUHATL 00JIb MEUPUTHHE, — TIIyX0 OTBeTuN Pacmep. —
9TO cyiefyeT HaKa3bklBaTbh CMEPTHIO.

— Ckasayi MSCHUK, — IIOMOPIIUIICS PyHH.

Pacnep marusyn k Kunpuc — u, ry1iyXxo 3aCTOHAB, yIajl Ha OgHO KojeHo. OHa efiBa ycIena
mogxBaTUTh ero. CIiMHa 3aHbIIa O[T TAXKeCThio 00MsKIIero Tena. OHa ¢ TPYIOM yCJIblIana
U3MYYEHHBIH IemoT:

— Ter u3 IlepBrIX?
Ha mraoBerue Kuupuc norepsna gap peuu. OTKyzZa oH 3HaeT?!

Pacmep cHOBa 3aCTOHAJl — UM Ha 9TOT Pa3 CUJIEI HOKUHYIU ero. KUupuc mogHaTyXKunach,
TIepeBepHYyJia MapHs JTUIIOM K cebe — U oxHyJa. Pyka, KOTOPOH OH TakK CTPaHHO
IpuOepRuBacs 3a 60K, 6eCIIOMOIITHO CIIOJI3/1a Ha moJjI. [1o COpoYKe CTPEMUTEILHO
PacIosI3anochk ajoe msITHO. Kuuprc HeoCTOPOIKHO IMOTPOrajia KPOBb IMajlbIlaMHU, OIIyINasi, YTO
OPEBHS CYIITHOCTH BOT-BOT OHOJIEET €€ CTPax U BO3bMET cBoe. KUUpHC X0Tesa monpo6oBaTh
Pacrnepa, y3HaTh BCe €ro 3arafiKi ¥ COKPOBEHHHBIE TaWHEI, €r0 TJla3aMU YBUAETh BCE Y2KacCHI,
4TO u3BpaTuau HacnemHrka KocTel A0 Takou cteneHu. OHa Kak Oy[TO CO CTOPOHH yBUAEIA
COOCTBEHHYIO JIaflOHb, ITOAPATruBaoIIe OKPOBABIIEHHBIE KOHYMKY TaJIbIeB. BCEro-TO CTOUT
TIOCHUMETDH BOT TaK elle HEMHOI'0 — U Cyab0a BCe PEIINT 3a Hee. XOpolllee MOACIOpke AJIs
mpefHa3HaAYeHUs.

Hert!
— Hacneguuk paHeH, — mpo6opmoTana Kuupuc.

TpsxHya BOJIOCaMU, MBICTIEHHO OTXJIecTasa cels 1mo mekaM. HacnegHUKY KOCTel BCero
OBaplaTh jeT. Y celiyac oHa He rOTOBa JaTh Paciepy oTIpaBUTHCS Ha TOT CBeT. U IyCTh
TIoTOK OTBEPHETCS U OHeMeeT. XOTs Obl Ha KaKOe-TO BpeMs.

— ITo-mMoemy, GpaTel] MOYTH TPYI, — 3arIsgblBas MEUPUTHHE Yepes IJIeuo, cKa3al PyHH.
Ckazan — ¥ manbleM He IIOIIEeBeJIHII.

Kuupuc 10BKO paccTeruysa nIyroBuLlEl HA COPOYKe, pacnaxHyia Kpasi. CIUIITKOM MHOTO KPOBH.

— MHe HYKHBI YHUCTBIE TPSIIKH, TOPsTYast Boga, — 6opMoTasna cebe mom Hoc. ITomHsIIa TOMOBY,
C HeIIOHMMaHWeM YCTaBUJIaCh Ha 3aCTHIBIINX CIyKeK. — Hy?! mu BB XOTUTE, YTOORI
uMnepaTop u KoponeBa-MaTh y3HaIM, YTO HUKTO U3 BaC U HajbleM 00 majiel] He YOapwul,
4TOOBI CIIACTH KU3HBb HACJIEQHUKY UMIIEPUN?

JIromu GpPOCHUIINCH BPACCHIITHYIO.

— TlomMoru MHe IOJIOXKUTE €TI0 BOH Tyga. — KHpHC B3rjisAaoM yKa3alla Ha OJIUHHBIN CTOM B
CaMOM IIEHTPp€e KYXHH. Kro-To TYT XKe 6pOCI/IJ'IC$I y6HpaTb C HEeTrO MHUCKH, Pa3aejI0OYHbI€ NOCKHU U
IIOOTOTOBJIEHHBIE HAPE3KHU. — ITos CIUIIIKOM XOJIOOHBIN.

PyrHOCTancsacupeTs, Tae cuaen. JIUIb ¢ HECKPHBAEMBIM JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM PacCMaTpUBall
CTPEMUTENLHO OJieHeoIIee U0 OpaTa, HO SIBHO He cOOMpAasics BMeIIMBaThCsA. ToOUuHee, CBOUM
Oe3melicTBMEM HaMepeBasiCcs MOMOYb ero CKOpeHIneil CMepTH.

— He camsbrii nyuymwmii crmocob u36aBUTHCS OT COIIEPHUKA, — HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYIIIAsiCh CBOET0
pe3koro ToHa, 6pocuiia Kuupuc. — $ mymara, THl CUIbHEE W IIPEeONOoYnuTaeIlb UrpaTh IIo-
yecTHOMY. 2Kanb, uTo omubnack. K cyacThio OJist BCeX HAC, MUMIIEpUs HAaXOOUTCS B HaleKHBIX U
IOCTOWHBIX PyKax TBoero 6parta, PyHH.



OHa O4YeHb PUCKOBaia. JTOT TEHEPOKAEHHBIM MOT 3aIlIlPOCTO YOUTH ee u 3a MeHbIree. [IpsmMo B
9TY CEKYHIY, BOCIIOJIb30BABIINCH TEM, YTO OHA CUOUT C COOJIa3HUTENIPHO 0OHAXKEHHOMU ITeei,
Ipupes3aTh, CII0BHO XXKePTBEeHHOe KUBOTHOe. [Toxkanmyl, Torga oHU ¢ PaciepoM npeBpaTaTCs B
Tparv4ecKuy CloXKeT [OJIs II0JI0THA U3BECTHOTO XynoxHuka. Ho Kuupuc Bepuia B cBoM pacder:
9TOT YeJIOBEK CJIMIIIKOM TIecJIaBeH, U OH He II03BOJIUT OOBHHEHUIO B TPYCOCTH 00pecTu
peanpHYIO TonoIieKy. CerogHsIHAS 0eP30CTh ellle ayKHeTCsA B OyOyIeM, HO celiuac I'JIaBHOE,
uyTo PyHH, pyrasch Ha 4eM CBeT CTOUT, BCe-TaKU ITOOHAT Teno Pacnepa u B IBa cueTa yI0OXKUI
Ha CTOJl.

— OcTanbHoe 6e3 MeHs. ITyCTb 9TOT MeNKHi mapIinuBel TeGe IT0TOM HOTH IieyeT, pac’mMaa’pa,
IIOTOMY YTO MHAa4e CerogHs BCTPETHUIICS OHI B IIeKJIe CO CBOUM ITamnaimeii. Ho s Bce eitie Oyny
HamesThCs, YTO TBOM TAJIAHTHI BpaYyeBaTeJIbHUIIE Ky[a CKpOMHee ITPOYUX YMEHHUH.

Kuupuc Gonbine He oGpailliajia Ha HaclegHWKa BHUMaHus. Kakoe ell Ieso oo mouTu
6e337100H0TO MIUNeHUAPYHHA, ecniu Pacyep yKe MepecTynui 3a IPaHb?

— MHe HYXHHI JIbHSHbIE HUTH, Ma3b U3 KPACHOM MBUTH. 3aBapuTe MOOO0JIBIIE HOUHOT'O KOPHS.
U mycTh KTO-TO CO BCEX HOT OEXKUT 3a JiIeKapeM, Hy?!

Bce Heob6xomuMoe B u30BITKE BOOUIOCH B CIIeIMaIbHOM SIIIUKe Ha KyxHe B Kepake, Benb
oBapsiTa TO U AEJI0 Pe3alii PYKH, OIIMapHUBaINuCh, PBAJIX JIAOOHU 00 OCTphIe KOCTU. Kuupuc
MHOXKECTBO pa3 BueJja, Kak cefas HacTosTenbHuna Onbdepusimronania I0pesHl,
obpabaTkiBania paHbl, 4TOOLI 3apa3a He IIonana B KpoBb. Ho nuis pa3 nmomorasa el caMa, ¥ TO
JIWIITb TOTOMY, YTO 3alllMBaTh NPUIIIOCh camy Onbdeputo. U Toraga Ha mee Kunpuc GbIT TaspH,
U CTOJIb TECHBIM KOHTAKT C KPOBBIO HUYEM He I'PO3uil. A ceyac 3TO MOTJIO 00epHYTHCS YeM
YTOIHO.

— Trl, — MelpuTHHA IOMaHUIa CyXylo XXeHIIUHY B Yelllle, — MakKall TPAIKYU B rOpsidylo BoOy U
maBay MHe. IlleBenucs. T, — masnen IepeMecTHICSA Ha MaJbYOHKY JIeT TPUHAAaTH — OGHOTO
U3 HEMHOTHX, KTO He BHIIIAAel IIepellyraHHbIM. — XOPOIIEHbKO BEIMOM PYKU M IPUTOTOBb MHE
UTJIy C HUTBIO. CMOXKeIIb?

Tot 3aKyCHJI HU2KHIOIO T'YGY, pemuTesIbHO KUBHYII.

CwmbIB KpoBb, Kuupuc ¢ obneryenneM yBuaesia, YTO paHa He Takas riIy0oKas, Kak OHa
omacasnachk. C agoHb OJIMHHOM, HO BPS JIU IIOBPEXOEeHL BHYTPEHHNE OpTraHbl. TOHKHUH,
UpeasbHO-POBHBIM, ITOYTH O0e3yIpeyHblii mope3. ToT, KTO caesal 3To, ObIJI MacTEPOM CBOETO
Iejia, HO YTO-TO IIOMEIIAJIO eMY B IIOJTHOM Mepe IMyCTUTh B X0l CBOW HABBIKH.

— Ee HyxHO nogorpeTts. — OHa OTOOBUHYJIA JIOKTEM YCJIY2KJIMBYIO AEBUYOHKY, YTO
IPOTSTMBAJa el IUIOMIKY C Ma3bio. Ta OTUEero-To Jaxke B TaKOW MOMEHT yMyOpsijiach
TIOT/ISIOBIBATh Ha efiBa XKUBOro HacjeqHUKa C HECKPhHIBAEMBIM UHTEPECOM.

KoneuHo, oH GbINT KpacuB. OcoOeHHO cefyac, Koraa XxMypasi 6e3sMoIroHajIbHasi rpuMaca
pacTasijia mof CTPaHHEIM YMUPOTBOopeHueM. [loxkanyi, 6osbine Bcero Paciep HanmoMuHAa
MOJIOZOT'O BOPOHA: aKKypPaTHHIH, HO He CJIaIlaBbli, KaK MyXJIOUIeKHUe BEIKOPMEIIIH rpadres u
KOPOJILKOB.

[leBulla BepHYyJIach BCKOPOCTH, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 IIJIOMIKA C Ma3bio ObIJIa HYKHON TeMIIepaTypHL.
Crapasich He IIomagaTh HajibllaMu B paHy, Kuupuc OBICTPO HaHeCHIa TOICTHM CIIOM MECHUBA, OT
3araxa KOTOPOTO KeJIyNoK II0flaBall HeBYCMBICTIEHHEIE ITO3EIBEL.

— Urna, rocnoxa. — [lapHUINIKaA TPOTSAHYJI €U IPUTOTOBJIEHHBEIM HHCTPYMEHT.

— Kro-TO monkeH mepkaTh ero. — Kuupuc npunogHsijiia BeKo 6ecyyBCTBeHHOTO Pacnepa. —
Ha Bcaguii cioydaii.

XKemawmmx oKa3anock HeMHOTO. B rimazax cinykek HacnemHuk KocTel ObIyT 6eCIIoaqHBIM
MOHCTPOM. BO3MO02KHO, HEKOTOPBIM M3 HUX TaK HUJIM WHAUe IIeperano OT Hero MTu4YHo. Kuupuc
JKe BUIeJia B HEM JIMIIL MOJIOJOTO0 MaJIbYUINKY, KOTOPOIr'o co0Mpajiach CIIaCTU BOIIPEKHU I'OJIOCY
paccynka u IpudmHaM, 10 KOTOPHM OKa3ajach 30€eCh.

K nmosiBmenwuto nexkaps Kuupuc ycrnena 3ammTh pany u 06paboTaThk II10B HOBOM ITOPITUENH Ma3u.
Cremom 3a XKUJIUCTHIM MOJIOXKABEIM JIeKapeM, B KyxHI0 Bonuia u Koponesa-mats. Tounee —
BJIE€TEJIa, efBa He OPOCUBIINCEH Ha HaClegHUKA CO cie3aMu. K cyacThio, MyK4YHUHA BOBpEeMs
IpupepIkan ee 3a JIOKOTh, YCIIOKOUJI ITapOiM OCTOPOIKHEIX, HO Pa3yMHBIX TOBOIOB — U, 000¥ st



CTOJI C OPYTO¥ CTOPOHEI, CKPYIIYJIE3HO OCMOTPEII PaHy.

Kuuprc nonstunaces, 06eCCUIIEHO cejla Ha CKaMbI0 ¥ OKMHYJIA B3TJIAO0M KyXHIO. PyHHa,
0KHMOAeMo, yXKe U cien npocTel. A BoT KoposieBa-MaTh efBa He LMIMHKYET €€ B3TJISOOM.

— INomapku MHe OT Balllero CkiHa, — MTOBUHYSICh HEOOy3MaHHOMY KeJlaHuIo, CKalaa Kuupwuc.
KuBHya Ha TOIOBHI, KOTOPHIE, K CJIOBY CKa3aTh, TaK W OCTAJIUCH JIeXKaTh Ha MPEXKHUX MECTAaX,
XOTh B KyXHe LIapuUJI IOJIHLIM Xxaoc. — CliaBHBIE TOJIOBHI.

KoposeBa 130 BCcex CUJI cTapajiach BlageTh co00M, HO TepeKUBAHUS 3a CHIHA MeIlad e
cocpemoTounThCs. U Bce ke, PyHH He IpeyBeNnudYuBas, roBops, 4YTO KOPOJieBa BCe IIPOCTUT
MIIafeMy ChiHy. ECIY OHa ¥ 3/7MJIach, TO JIUIG 3a caM (GakT Agapa.

— 4 6®1 cKasaJi, 9TO BCe CHOeJIaHO MOoUYTH 0e3yIPeyvyHOo, — BEIHOC BEPOUKT HEMHOTO YOIMBIEHHBIN
nekapb. — HacrmegHuKa Hy>KHO ITepeHeCcTH B eTro KOMHATY, s1 X04y IIPOBECTU HEKOTOPEIE
OOTIOTHUTEJIFHEIE TTPOIeYPHL.

— Ho on HOHpaBI/ITCH? — B YHHUCOH CIIPDOCHIIN obe 2KEHIIWHLI U ITePerjIiHyJInCh.

— 41 6®I cKa3sas, 4To ceyac KU3HU HacCJleHUKA ITOUTH HUYEro He yrpoxkaeT. Ho ecimu paHa
On1y1a 0O6paboTaHa HEOJOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIIO, TO B KPOBb MOTJIa IIOITACTh 3apa3a. Bce ke KyxHS —
He caMoe MOOXOHSIIee MECTO OJI TOOOOHBIX MaHUITYISAIINH.

— V Mens He GBIIIO BpeMeHM HCKAaTh IOOxXosinee. — Kuupuc KoBeIpHyia obuma. [1a, meTckas
¥ THyTasi, HO pa3Be OHa He 3aC/IyXKuia XOTs Obl «cracubo»?

IToka MyK4YMHBI HATSITUBAJIM KYyCOK KOXH, YTOOB Ha HEM OTHecTH Pacnepa, Kuupuc
IIOTUXOHBKY U3JI0BYUIIACh U MaKHyJla MU3UHEI] B eT0 KPOBb. BEICTPO cXKaa pyKy B KyJak,
OoXupasich, moka KopoyeBa-MaTh pacCynuT ee y4acTb. Ta ke OblIa BCEIlesI0 IOTIoIeHa
XJIOTIOTaM¥ O CBIHE.

Korpa Pacnepa nepesioXumu Ha KOXY, ¥ YeTBEPO KPENKUX MYKUKOB ITOHECJIH €T0 ITP0Yb,
Kuupuc nocroponunacse, ycrynuia mopory. OHa 3ampeTtuna cebe CMOTPETh B €T0 JIULIO.
I[ToToMy uTO TpoAoKaia O0ATHCS, HO ¥ He MOTJIa TPOTUBUTHCS XKEJIAHUIO eIle Pa3 OLEeHUTh U
TOpOMHKY Ha HOCY, ¥ KOPOTKHN POCUYEPK IIpaMa II0IepeK IIpaBoi OpoBH.

— Kuwupuwuc...

OHa 9yTb He NMOAIPHITHYJIA, KOTAA XOJIOOHEIE TaJIbI[bl COMKHYJIMCEH BOKPYT €€ 3aIsiCThs.
CupeHeBBIM TyMaH 00KeTr KOXKY TaKUM HEBLIHOCUMBIM XOJIOOOM, YTO U3 I'J1a3 OPBEI3SHYJIU CIIE3HL.

— ToI... pagoM... — Hepa3bopuuBo 6opMmoTan HacimegHUK KOCTEMH.

KoponeBa-maTh IobITaNach pacluenuTh UX PYKYU, HO YeM OoJIbllle YCUNIUY IIpuiarasna, TeM
Kpemde cxxuMar nanbisl Pacnep. OH SPOCTHO MOTasI I'OJI0OBOM, 4TO-TO 60OPMOTAN U pPHIYall, H,
Kak 3aBeOeHHBIH, IPOIoIXKall TpeboBaTh MEUPUTHHY.

— Tloxoxke, TeOe IpPUOETCs MPOBECTH HOYbh C MOUM CBIHOM, — CKpeIlsI Cepmle, CoTiacuiach
KOpOJIeBa.

Kuupuc oTBeTnsa e BLIMy4EHO-IIOKOPHOH YIHIOKON ¥ €UHCTBEHHHEIM YMECTHHIM B 9TOM
CHUTyallu¥ BOTIPOCOM:

— Pa3sBe He g1 5TOr0 MEeHS NOXUTHUIIN?



I'maBa Tperbs

B komHaTe HacnemuHuka KOCTeM OBIJIO TEMHO, KaK B CKJyiele. JIUITE HECKOIBKO CBeYel JaBaiu
HEeBEPHBIM TYCKIIBIN CBET, KOTOPHIM POOKUMHU MMONLITKAMU ILITAJICA Pa3orHaTh Mpak.

Korpa Pacnepa ynoxunu Ha KpoBaTh, KUUPHUC NPUIIIOCE CECTh PAOOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH TakK U
IepzKaJl ee 3a PyKY, ¥ Kaxkas IOIBITKA BEICBOOOAUTHCSI CTOUJIA € HOBOTO IIPHUCTyIa 60JIH.
Kak 6ynTo kakas-To yacTh HacnemHuka KocTel oo cux nop 60gpcTBOBasa, HeB3upas Ha ero
00MOpPOYHOE COCTOSTHUE.

— Kuupuc, 3gauur... — Hagana KoposeBa-MaTh, II0Ka JieKapb 3aHUMaJICS OCMOTPOM paHEl. Ero
CIIyKKM TTPUBOJIOKJIM HECKOJIBKO IIOHOCOB, Ha KOTOPHIE OBIJIO HE TPOTOJKHYTHCS OT OOUITHS
CKJISTHOK, KOJI0 ¥ TOPIIKOB. — 1 CiIblllIana, YTO THl HegypHa co00, HO He AyMariia, 4To Yy TeOs...
pora.

A BOT u emie oxnHa (anbins. Kuupuc pacrnosHaja ee cpa3y: CIUIIKOM YK KeHIUHA
BEIIISTYMBAJIA CBOE He3HaHUe U ynuBneHue. OHa BCe 3HaJa 3a7I0/Ir0 OO0 TOTO, KaK IpugyMaa
[I0BOM HANacTh Ha XpaM. XOTsI 3TO U [TIOBOAOM HeJlb3st GhIII0 Ha3BaTh — OGHLIKHOBEHHBIM
rpabex.

— Crpllllania, TH OOMKas JeBUIla, — IPOHOJIXKUIIA CHINIATh «KKOMIIJIMMEHTaMH» KOPOJIeBa,
OOHOBPEMEHHO ITPUCTAJIPHO HAOIIOmas 3a KaXXIObIM OBUKEHUEM JIeKapsi. — Mo ChIH He Tak
IafoK Ha XXeHIINH, KaK MOXKeT II0Ka3aThCH.

— HMMmepaTopy He K JIUIy BETPEHOCTDh U 6€3PpacCyhacTBO, — corjacuiack Kuupuc, HapoduHo
BBIIEJTMB MHTOHAIMEN TUTYI [[9iiHa. MoKeT OBbITh, [JIsT KOPOJIEBHI OH MO-TPEXKHEMY CHIH, HO
IJISI BCEX OCTaJIbHBIX — MUMIIEPATOp caMoi OecHollamgHol UMIIepUH KOHTHHeHTa. Y Kuupuc
HPaBUJIOCh OCO3HABATh, YTO Ta €€ CYIIHOCTb O4YeHb JIOBKO IPUBJIEKI/Ia eT0 BHUMaHue. byneT He
JINIITHUM HaMeKHYTh 00 3TOM KoposieBe. — BEIJIo OB CTPAHHO, 3aMHTEPECYUCS OH IPSA3HOMN
OVWKOBUHKOHN C OPYTO¥ CTOPOHBI MUPA.

ITapa ciyzKaHOK OBICTPO ¥ JIOBKO pa3mesiu HacJIeOHUWKA, YIIOXKHUIIM IOf omesiyio. Paciep cinabo
3aCTOHAJI, KOrfa jieKaph OyHYJ eMy B JIUII0 KaKUM-TO IIOPOIITKOM U3 KOPOOKH.

— DTO HEMHOTO IOPUTYIIUT 6OJ'I]':>, — IIOSACHUII JIEKAaPb. — Tenepb HaCJIEOHUKY HYXKEeH TIOKOU U
COH.

Ha mocnemHeM cioBe OH II04YEeMY-TO OCEKCH, a KOPOJieBa €1Ba He JIMHYEeBalla €ro B3TrJIsag0M.

— Ecnu ¢ MOMM CHIHOM YTO-HUOYOb CIIYYUTCS, BEI 00a U MPEACTAaBUTh He MOXKeTe, KaKue
U3OIIPEeHHBIE IHITKK Bac XKayT. — KoposieBa 000THYyIa KPOBaTh, IIPEeAIIPUHSIIA elle OOHY
TIOTIBITKY OCTIabuTh XBaTKYy Paciepa Ha pyKe MEHPUTHHEL, a KOTa IOHsIJIa, 4YTO 0eCCUIIbHA,
CcTajla MpadyHee Tyuu. — ViMmel BBUAy, O€BOYKA: IMYHAS OXpPaHa HACJIETHUKA OCTAHETCS 37eCh
u OyZmeT CleauTh 3a KaXKIbIM TBOMM ABHUXKEHHEM BO BCE CBOE BeJIMKOE MHOXKECTBO IJjIas.

Yto GBI 3TO MOTJIO O3HadaTh? Kuupuc ycrena MeIbKOM OCMOTPETHL OKOU Pacriepa, HaCKOJIBKO
9TO BO3MOXKHO B IIOJIyThMe. B yriax u Bo3Jjie CTeH BIIOJIHE MOTJIM IPATATLCA COTJisigaTau, BOT
TONBKOHYKHAJITMHEKPOMAaHTYOOYIIIEeBIIeHHAsI OXpaHa?

— 3a OBephIo TOXe CTpaxKa, — IPOoJoJIKaia CTpalaTth Kopoiaesa. — [laxke He CMei BEITBOPUTh
XOTh YTO-HUOY[b.

— JIumie ToO, 4yeMy yCepaHO y4YuJlaCh, KOpOJieBa.

Kuupuc oueHb Hafiesi/1lach, YTO XKEHITWHA B MTOJTHON Mepe pacnpobyeT ee MHOIrO3HAUNTE IbHEIH
oTBeT. [1a, oHa 60s71aCPKOPOJIEBY €OBa I MeHbIe, ueM HacnegHuKa KOCTeH, HO Ta ycIena
HaArOBOPUTH U CHEJIAaTh HOCTATOYHO, YTOOLI OOHAXKUTH CBOM CaMbleé CTPAIIHBIE OaCeHUs:
KOpOJIeBa 10 CMEPTH He XOoTella MOTePSATh BIacTh Hall CBOMMU CHIHOBBSIMHU. HU Ha OOHUM U3
HuX. U TepsTh OHa ee Hayasa 3af0Jiro A0 TOr0, KaK MeHpPUTHHA IIePEeCTYIINIa Mopor 3aMKa
TyMaHOB. HaBepHsKa KOpoJieBa PacCYUTHIBaJIa UCIIOIb30BaTh pac’Maa’py ¢ BEITONOMH [Jist cebs,
KaK MHCTPYMEHT MaHUNyIsauuu. Y o ee minaHe Kuupuc yxxe HaunHama AOTagbIBaThCS.
Temnepbikec KaXkmooi MUHYTON KOpOJieBa Bce sicHee GymeT 0CO3HaBaTh CBOIO ITpoMaInky. U
00513aTeNIbHO IIOMBITAETCS €€ UCITPABUTD.

— Kak Tonbko Pacnep IIpUOeET B cebs u IIOMMET, YTO THI HE Ta, 3a KOTO OH IIpPUHUMaeET TeOs B



6peJ:[y— TBOs 2KM3Hb B 3aMKe HECKOJIbKO YCJIO2KHHUTCS.

U Ha 3TOT pa3 KOpoJieBe BCe-TaKM yAaloCh 3aCTaBUTh KUKWpUC B3OPOTHYTh. BEIIIO B 9THUX
CJIOBax 4TO-TO CKOJIB3KO€ U XOJIOGHOE, 3a YeM CKPBIBAJICS LeJIbIM BEIBOOOK HEIIPUSATHOCTEMH,
KOTOpEIe 3Ta XKamHas [0 BJIacTH MaMallla Morjla YCTPOUTE JII000MYy, KTO CTaHOBUJICS Y Hee
TonepeK JOPOTH.

Korpma koMmHaTa onycrena, Kuupuc He cremnia pagoBaTbCsa BHE3AIIHOMY OOUHOYECTBY. B
CyXO, HallOJIHEHHOU 3allaXxaMU JIEKapCTBEHHEIX TpaB U IIPUIIApPOK TUIIIUHE, YOAapH ee cephlia
3By4Yanu IpopodalnuM Oeqy HabaToM.

Ona mpocumena Ha KOPTOYKax mepel HacleTHUKOM CTOIBKO, CKOJIBKO cMoryia. Ho B KoHIle
KOHIIOB CITMHA He BBIIlepzKasia, IIJIeYd 3aHbIIA, a B KOIeHSIX ITOSIBUIACh OTBPaTUTEIbHOE
KoJIfouee oHeMeHue. Paciep ke, KaXkeTcs, TaK U IPOoJKaJil OIyKAaTh B MUpe T'Pes,
oOypMaHEHHBIH ITOPOIIIKOM U GOJIBIO.

U Bce XKe, KOrza OHa COBCEM OTYasijiaCh U B KOTOPHIH pa3 moobeiasna cebe, 4To 3TO OymeT
TIOCJIeqHSIS TIOTHITKA, IepHyJla PyKy — Manblibl Pacnepa 6eccunbHO Pa30MKHYIUCE. Kunpuc
TIOAHSAIAch U Ha BAaTHBIX HOTAX OTOIIIa K CTEeHe, OacasiCh, YTO HACJIEIHUK BOT-BOT BCTAHET U
BepHeT OeTIsIHKY. 3alsCThe HECYACTHOHBIIO. B TOM MecTe, T'le ero CKMUMaJIu HaJjlbIlbl
Pacnepa, ocTanuch OarpoBLIe MSATHA, CJIOBHO OT 03K0T0B. C TOM JIHUIIL PAa3HUIIEH, YTO
IPUKaCaThCSA K HUM OBIIIO HEe TakK 0O0JIBHO.

HacnegHuK KoOCTel, BHE BCSIKOTO COMHEHUS, BJIafie]l TeyPruei BEICOKOTO IIOPSAAKa U
obparlrancs ¢ He! [OCTaTOYHO YMeJlo, pa3 IO CUX I10P COXPAHUII CBOM UeJloBeYeCKUl 00/IUK.
PazpymuTenbHas Teyprysl U3Bpalllaia JIIofei mocjieMaledIuX IIOMLITOK OBJIafeTh caMOi
TEMHOU CTOPOHOU APEBHEr0 MCKYCCTBa.

Kumpuc Kak pa3 pa3MBIIIIsIia, TOe YCTPOUTHCS U IIepekaaTh BpeMs, moka Paciep Oymer
criaTh, KOTZa ee cliyXxa KOCHYJIOCH CKpeOyinee mypinanue. OHa Hampsria 3peHue,
BIJISIOBIBASICH B ejBa Pa30aBJIEHHBIN MTOJIyMpaK. B oTBET Ha Hee yCTaBUJIaCh mmapa
MAaCJISIHHUCTHIX TOYEK. A IIOTOM elie I1apa U ele. KI/II/IpI/IC IIONIATUIIACh, IIOIIBITAIaCh
C006pa3I/ITb, YTO 3a YyHoBHIIlEe MOT' JeP2KaThb Ha IIPUBsA3U HEKPOMAHT, HO el He IIPUIIIIOCH
ponro ragath. lllypimaaue IOBTOPUIIOCH, HA 3TOT pa3 'POMKOE U 37I0BeIllee, U Ha HE3BaHYIO
TOCThIO IIOTI0JI3NIa AoNroBs3as 6echopMeHHas TeHb, BCAUCIIeIpeHHas ri1a3amMu 6e3 Bek.
3padKy XaOTUYHO Bpallanuch, CMOTPS Cpa3y BO BCE CTOPOHHI.

MoHcTp moTsSHYyNCS K Kuupuc 6ecranbiMi KOHEYHOCTSIMH.
— He Tporaii MeHs1, — XpabpsICh U3 MMOCIEOHUX CUJI, IPENyIpeausia oHa.

IToruMaro nu cymecTBo cioBa? Eciu ma, To He cobupanoch K HUM IPUCTyIIIBaThCsa. OHO
IIapPHJIO B ITap€e CaHTHUMETpPaX Hal II0JIOM U BaJIbsA2KHO, HE TOPOIISACH, IIpecienoBajio
OTCTYIIAIOIIYI0 XKepTBy. Kuupuc orcrymnarsna oo Tex mop, Ioka He HaTKHYJIaCch Ha CTEHY IT03aqu
cebs1. TyT-TO MHOTOTJIa3as TBaphb ee 1 HarHama. OT OOHOM MBICJIM O TOM, YTOOBI ITOACTHCS
MHOT'OI'JIa30MY B JIaIlbl, XOTE€JIOCh KPHUYaTh.

«5 obewana, ymo He 6yOy nomoaamb mebe, NoKd Mbl He CMaHeWb czosopyusee», — He 6e3
eXU[ICTBa CKa3ajla KPOBOXKamHas UIIOCTach. BOT yX&K KTo 6e3 cTpaxa ¥ COMHEHUI BCTYIIUI OBl B
mo00M, maxke HepaBHHN 00i. Ho y TO¥, Apyro#, ObIIM CBOM IIJIAHBI Ha 3TOT CYET, M OHA
BBICKA3alla UX IIPeaebHO sICHO. Bo BHyTpeHHeM Xxaoce KUMpPHC UIIOCTACh TOBEPHYIACh
3agHHULIEH K ee MpobeMaM U CKPHIJIaCh, OTBECHUB IPOIIAJIbHEIA ITOKJIOH.

B mouckax 6e3omacHoro Mmecta Kuuprc HaTKHyJIach B3TJISIAOM Ha KPOBaTh. He pa3MbIIIss, He
aHaJIM3UPYs, OHA B JBa IIPBIXKKa OKa3ajlach B HEH, CXBaTuJIa IOOYIIKY, COOHpasiCh
HMCIIOJIb30BATh €€ XOTh B KaueCTBe IIUTa, XOTh KaK CHapsm. I'Ta3acTH MOHCTP 3aMep Ha
KaKyI0-TO [IOJTI0 CEKYHARI, a IIOTOM CHOBA IOTSHYJICS K Hel. Efl moKa3asock, Wi OH CTal
IBUTATHCS OBICTPEE?

B pacryiieM HanpsKeHUU Ybe-TO IPUKOCHOBEHUE K I'0JION JIoAbIKKe 3acTaBuio Kunuprc
TPOMKO ¥ OT AYIIM BEIpyrathcsi. OHa KPyTaHyJlach Ha KOJEHSX, MMOIbITajIaCh BLICBOOOOUTHCS,
HO JIUIITh OKOHYATEJIPHO IIOTePsijia PABHOBECHE U HEJIOBKO 3aBajinjach Ha OOK.

— OTo Mo CTpaxk, — He OTKPBIBAs Ijia3, mpodopMoTasn HaciemgHuK KocTeld u 00/Iu3ai cyxue
ryosl. — EMy He HpaBuTCs uyxkoi 3amnax. Ecnu 65 oH K Tebe IPUTPOHYJICS, MEUPUTHHA,



6010Ch, TeOSI He criaciau ObI BCE TeKapUIOBOPIIaBMECTE B3siTasA. A MHe OBl IIPHUIIIIIOCEH €TO
YCBIIUTD, YTO CTAJIO OBl CYIed HeclpaBeqIuBOCThIO, YIYUTHIBAS, YETO CTOUIIO €T0 CO3aHue.

Kuupuc crinorHyna, ¢ HEKOTOPEIM 3aMeNaTeIbCTBOM OCO3Hala, YTO rojosa Paciepa
MOBEPHYyTa HAaOOK U ceiyac OHU JIeXKaT OPYT HANPOTUB Apyra. Tak GIu3K0, YTO T'yOHI I[eKOYET
€T0 YacToe ropsiyee OBIXaHUe.

— Papa, uro Tebe ny4Ire, OMUH, — IIpOIIENTala OHa.
— Tsl cmaBHO pyraembcest, Kuupuc. — OH BEIMy4Y€HHO yIBIOHYIICS.

fAmouku Ha mekax Pacnepa OvIJIM HACTOJIFKO HEITPUBBIYHO-MUIBIMHU, YTO 9TO Ka3aJioCh
HaACTOSIIIMM HaJpyraTenbCTBOM Hajl eTo Pe3KUMHM depTaMu nuila. M eme pecHuisl. Takue
IJIMHHBIE U T'YCTHIE, HEBOOOPA3UMO YEPHEBIE, YTO OHA MOAHAIACh UMITYJIBCY TTOTIAAUTh UX
TOAYIIEeYKOM OO0JIBIIIOTO ITasblia.

— IllekoTHO, — IpOBOpPYAII OH.

— DTo HecIpaBemINBO, — 3a4eM-TO CKa3ajia oHa. — HecnipaBeqnuBo, YTO My>K4YUHaAM
IOCTaeTCsI CTOIb U3BICKAHHAS KPacoTa, Pagyd KOTOPOM MHOTHE XKEHIITUHBI ITPOaTi Obl qyIITN
OrHeHHOMY.

Ha camowm mgemne oHa npocTo 6ossachk TUIIWHEL. Bosiachk CHOBA yCIBIIIATE TOT IPOTUBHBIN 3BYK.
Yto ecnu 6e3yMHBIN HacnegHUK KocTel crycTUT cBoero Ctpaxa c nmoBogka? BooOGpaxeHue
TaK YCIIYKJIMBO PUCOBAJIO KaPTUHEL €e TO OKPOBABJIEHHOI'0, TO 00€CKPOBJIEHHOT 0O TeJla, YTO
Kuuprc HeBOIBHO B3OPOTrHYyIA.

— TuI 6G0HIIBCSA?

— MHe HEINIPUATHO 3HATh, YTO TEI MO2K€EIb B JII000 MOMEHT JIMIIATh MEHS 2KM3HHU, — HEe CTalla
IOJINTH OHa.

— 41 mpaBma MPOCIBII TAKMM HUYTOXKECTBOM? — B ero cioBax He GBIJIO OOMOLI, JIMIINL HAMEK Ha
JIFOOOIIBLITCTBO.

— KpOBO}KaJIHI:IM MACHHUKOM — TakK 6yneT TOYHEeEe.

KaxeTcs, eMy 9TO IIOJIbCTHIIO, IOTOMY YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 HaCIeOHUK YJILIOHYJICS BO BECh POT. A
IOoTOM OPOCHUII HECKOJILKO ()pa3 B MyCTOTY U IIUIIEHUE PAaCTBOPUIIOCEH Oe3 ciemda.

— DTo BeIb paHCKOe Hapeuue, — nmpobopmoTana Kunuprc u yousumace, 4To OO CUX IIOD
noMHUT. CTOJIBKO JIET He yIPaXKHsJIach, a Halo ke Tebe — pacrno3Haia Jgaxe TOHKHE
UHTOHAUUU. — TH 00YUMUII €I0 MePTBOMY SI3BIKY?

— Bcero numb IpefoCcTOPOXKHOCTE Ha CIIydal, ecnu youiina 6ymeT JOCTaTOYHO YOAdJIuB,
4TOOH! BBIXKUTH IIEPBEIX HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH IIOCJIE BTOPKEHUS B MOU IIOKOH.

OH, HAKOHEeIl, OTKPLLI I/1a3a. PaHa ociabuia ero Teo, HO B3TJISAA COXPAaHUII IIPEXKHIO0
XOJIOOHYI0 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh. HO ¥ Ta GBICTPO pacTBOPHUIIACH, YCTYyIlasi 4eMy-To Gojee
TIy00KOMY U IIBIITKOMY.

— Kaxk TBI ce6s1 gyBCTBYyellb, HOMUH? ¢ MOTY OBITH YEM-TO II0JIE3HA?

— Moxemb u Oyernsb, ecjiu IepecTaHelllb ep3aTh B ITOMCKax crnocoba mobdera. 51 HaCTOIBKO
O6e300pa3eH, 4TO TeOe MPOTUBHO HAXOAUTLCS PSAAOM?

«B ogHOU mocTenu», — MEBICJIEHHO OONOJIHUIa Kuupuc.

Be3obpasen nu ou? O HET, CKOpee MPUTATATENIEH COBEPIIEHHO HU Ha YTO HE MOXO0XKUM
KUBOTHBIM MarHeTU3MOM, OT KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOXKHO OTMaxHYyThCs. OHA IbITajlach n30aBUTHCS
OT CHPEHEBOT0 HaBaXKIEeHMs CTPAHHEBIX I'JIa3, HO 9TO OLUIO PAaBHOCUIIBHO 60pEOEe CO BCTPEYHBEIM
TedyeHUEeM: u3MaTkIBalolllee 1 oOpedeHHOe Ha IIPOBaJjl 3aHATHE.

— 4 momnarato, HaCJIEOHUKY CTOMUT IIPpeKne KakK ClIieayeT OTOOXHYTh, HaﬁpaTBCH CHUIJlI, a I1ocCJie
HMCKaTh 00IIlecTBa pOFaTOfI IIJIEHHUIEBI €TI0 HapCTBeHHOﬁ MaTepu.

— CnaboCTh ITOYTH JIUIIKUIIA MEHS CHJI, HO 5 BIIOJIHE BJIaOE€I0 A3BIKOM U l"y6aMI/I.



OTO IMPO3ByYayo Tak pa3BpaTHO ¥ HEBUHHO OJHOBPEMEHHO, 4YTO KUupuc 3anuaack pyMsSHIEM.
I'maBHOE, He pearupoBaTh Ha 9TH HEIBYCMBICJIEHHEIE ITPOBOKAIINY, epKaTh cebs1 B pykax. He
pearupoBaTh Ha OYapOBaHVe HacCJleJHUKA, I0OaBJIATh KaX Ayl MEICJIb O TOM, 4YTO AJI ero
sI3bIKa OHA C YOOBOJIBCTBHEM pPa3ABUHYJIa Obl HOTH. [IpMHSIIa TacKy, 0 KOTOPOM YKUTasla JIUIIb B
KHUTaX, ¥ KOTOPYIO BUAEA JIUIIbL BO BpeMeHa 00ydeHHUsT HaJIOKHUIL /I «0COOBIX
YOOBOJIbCTBUM».

— TwI mokpacHena? — Paciep youBuIICs, KaK OYOTO y Hee TOJILKO YTO OTPOCIIA ellle OJHa IIapa
poros. BTopoii 1afoHbI0, KOTOPasi TaK M OCTajach B IJIEHY IIepYaTKU, OH Iorjanuni Kuupuc mo
1eKe, OUEPTUI JINHUY TOA00POAKA, BIIISIOBASICh Ky[Ia-TO TaK TTyOOKO, YTO MEUPUTHHA eBa
He B3MOJIMJIACh O IoIiafe. — f JIUIIb XOTeJI CKa3aTh, YTO MOT'Y TOBOPHUTDH C TOOOM CTOJIBKO,
CKOJIBKO cMory. [lazke y cyMacIlleqIiero MsCHHMKa eCTh ITapo4ka 0aek IIpo 3armac.

Ona myMasia, 4TO BEIOOXHET ¢ 00JieryeHreM, HO B3aMeH C I'y0 COpBaJIiCsl pa309apOBaHHEIM
CKYJTIEX.

— Ho TBOSI TpaKTOBKa HPABUTCSA MHE KyHa 0Obllle, MEUPUTHHA, — HEOXKUTAHHO TPOIOJIKUI
OH, ITPOIOJIKas TMaguTh ee nmogdopoaok. IllepiraBas 3aMilla OTYETO-TO IPUSATHO IIeKOTasla
KOXKY.

— Ho pa3sBe THI HE...

Kuupuc mo3mgHo CIoxXBaTHUJIaCh, YTO CTajla HEIO3BOIUTEILHO 60NTINBOM. Y BceMy BUHOM ero
obOxkuraroImas 0JIU30CThb.

— eBcTBeHHUK? — KaxkeTcs, OH ¥ He gyMaJl OOMKaThCsa. — MeWpUTHHA, YK THI-TO OOJIZKHA
3HATh, YTO CYUIECTBYET CTOJIPKO CIIOCOO0B, KOTOPBEIMU MYK4YMHA MOXKET yHOBIETBOPUTH
XeHMUHY. M maneko He Bcerfa eMy HYKHO CHUMAaTh IITaHbl. [Ipu3Halics, TH 3ax0oTejla MeHs
y2Ke Torga, Ha MocTy. [ToToMy YTO MBI OPYT O/ Opyra — 3allpeTHBIN IIJI0M.

CrnmmkoM cMeJioe 3asiBJIEHNe, CIIUIIKOM caMOHanessHHoe. Kumpuccobupanack OTBETUTh «HET,
HO He cMora. U Bce ee nnocracu ynpsiMmo Mondanu. Kak 6ynro ncuesnu. 3mech U celiuac
Onuta ToNbKO oHa u HacnemHuk Koctel. M MHOTOrIa3as xuMepa, OT OLHOTO BOCIIOMUHAHUS O
KoTopoi Kuuprc 6pocaino B Apoxb. A BeOb OHa moObIBajia 3a rpaHbio, Buaesa I1oTok u
Ilyctoty.

— MoxeT s 1 KPOBOXKAIHEIM MSICHUK, HO He COOMPAIOCh IPUYUHATE Tebe Bpe.
— IloueMy 51 OyI2KHa BEPUTH?
— MoxkeT N0TOMYy 4TO A0 CUX Op XK¥Ba? — OTBET NPO3ByYaJl Kak BEI30B.

OHa x0TeJjla CIIPOCUTD, YTO C HUM IIPUKITIOYHUJIIOCH, I0YEeMY M3 MOJIOOOI0 KPaCHUBOTO
HacJIegHWKa uMnepuu Paciiep mpeBpaTUICS B YIPIOMOTO IICUX0TIaTa, KOTOPHIM KOMIIaHUM
JIIOfeH IPeAnoYnTaeT 00MIeCTBO OKUBIINX MEPTBEIIOB, TPU3PAKOB U y2KACHBIX TBapei. Ho atu
MBICJIM CTaJIX BSI3KMMH, HEIIOBOPOT/IMBLIMHU, CJIOBHO ITaTOKa. IIoToMy 94TO Ha caMoM fene el
XOTEeJIOCh Y3HATh O APYTOM.

OH NUIITH TIOLIEBEIUIT TaTbllaMi — a OHa CaMa MMOMAHsJIA U0, YCTPEMHUIIAaCh B CAMyIO
KJIOKOYYIIyI0 TTyOuHy ero riia3. TaM GbUIO0 CTOJIBKO 6€CKOHTPOJIBHOM 3710CTH, YTO Kuupuc
HaKpPHBUJIO C TOJIOBOU.

—4d IIPOCTO HUITYy 0COOEHHOI'0 UeJjioBeKa, — CKasall Pacnep.
— ThI ynTaeb MO MBICIIH?

— 4 BUXKy TO, YTO JIIOOU CaMU BEICTABIISIOT HAlOKa3. JTO JIETKO, €CJIU 3HaTh, Ha YTO CMOTPETS.
A Tw1, Kumpuc, mpocTo 1esnas Heu3BegaHHas 3eMIId.

OH roBOpUJI IPOCTHIE Belu. Huyero oco6eHHOro, HU4Yero HelmpruCcTOMHOTO ¥ BEIYypHOT0. Ho
Kaxpaoe CiI0BO 00BOIaKUBaio, OyATO HEeXXHeMNM 11enK. [I0BUHYSICh BHE3AITHOMY KEeJIaHUIo,
Kuupuc npuasuHyIach K HeMy, JIUIIbL MaJjioll KPOXOM CO3HaHUS IIOHMMAasd, YTO II0[ OOesJIOM
HacnegHuK KOCTEU COBEPILIEHHO I'OJIBIU.

— Pacckaxy MHe 4TO-TO TaKoe, 4ero si caMa O ce0e He 3Halo, — IIPOIIernTalna qPOXKalluM
TOJIOCOM.



— U 4To XKe s mosny4dy B3ameH? — Ero pyka nmepeMecTuiach HuXKe, e Ha I1e490, CKOJIb3HYyJIa
mo mnevy. — B moeii moctenu, Kuupuc, Bcerga OyoyT HeWCTBOBATh TaKue MIpaBuia: s [ai 4To-
TO — 5 TIOJIy4alo 4TO-TO. 51 He 3aHUMaloCh 61arOTBOPUTETLHOCTHIO, Kak PyHH, U He
MIPUKa3bIBalo, Kak [19iH. EC/Iu TH XO4Yellb IOIyYUTh MEHST — MIPEJIOXKHU YTO-TO, OT YETrOo S He
CMOTY OTKa3aThCA.

Ona npunopHsaia pyky, npurnaias o0HATs ce0s. Paciep 06XBaTUII ee, OCTOPOKHO IPUTAHYIIL.
Own 6Bl YyHOBHUIIHO cab, HO U ceityac Kunpuc He puCKHYya Obl BHIPHIBATHCA. [la ¥ He XOTera.
HacnegHuk KOCTel IPUTSATHUBAJ €€ OO TeX IOpP, II0Ka UX TeJjla He CIIUIUCH C O0JIe3HEHHOU
IIOTHOCTRIO. OT HEXBATKU BO3MyXa B JIETKUX ITOJIBIXHYJI OTOHb.

— Kaxkue elle nmpaBuiia MHe CiefyeT 3HaTh, IIPeKae YeM COrjlalaThCsa?
— KT0 ke cpa3ypacKphriBaeTBCE CEKPETHI, IPEXK/IE He 3aMaHUB XKEPTBY?

OH He 3acTaBAsAJ. ITOT 6€3yMHBIN MaIbYHUINIKa, KOTOPHIN 3alIPOCTO IIpeBpaIan Jioaei B
6e3MO3rJIble IOKOPHEIE MAapPUOHETKY, 0Ka3aJICs Ha YOUBJIEHNE CIIOKOWHEIM, CTOMJIO UM
OKa3aThCsl TaK TECHO APYT K OpyTry. U ero 3aragoyHocTh ObljIa eBa JIU He TaKOM XKe
IpUTSATATEeTbHOM, KaK BJIACTh U JKECTKOCTD JaliHa.

— 4 cornacHa, — nokopunack Kuupuc. OHa — pac’maa’pa, ee TOTOBUIIU OBITH JIydINei
KEHITUHOMN M1 J1II000T0 MYyZKYMHBI, CTaTh €Tr0 COJIHIIeM U HeOOM, 0a3UCOM B IIyCTHIHE,
ambpo3ueii. Pa3Be He TOTOMY ee Tak TSHET K Pacnepy, 4TO paHbl MJIafIlIero HacJeqHUKA Tak
COONMa3HUTEIBLHO TITyOOKHU? — YUTO TH XOUeIllb B3aMeH Ha ITPpaBO IIOCMOTPETh Ha TeO0s,
HacnemHuk KocTei?

— CoTHIO CJI0B, MerpuTHHAa. Bcero numib COTHIO CJIOB.
A, TOpHu OHO BCe CUHUM IIJlaMeHeM!

Kuupuc mophIBUCTO Cejla Ha KOJIEHH, B3sJIach 3a BEPXHUM Kpal ofesjia U C MOJIL0OH
IIOCMOTpeEJIa B CUPEHEBEIe I'JTa3a MICHUKA. Y HEO0XKUTEJIEH ONpeieJIeHHO CTPaHHOe YYBCTBO
1oMopa: oHa 00sJ1ach ero 3agoJIro OO TOro, Kak y3Hasa. BuepByo ux BcTpedy O0JIbIlle BCEro Ha
CBeTe XKeJlajla, 4ToOkl Paciep cBanmuicst ¢ MocTa ¥ pa3MO32KUJI I'ojloBy. Yac Ha3ap 1o mobpoi
BoJie U 0e3 IPUHYXKIOEHUS CIlaciia eMy XKU3HU. M BOT Tenepsb XKaXaeT TOCMOTPETh, KAKOB OH
6e3 menyxu ogexabl. U TaHETCS K HeMY, CJIOBHO HOUHOM IypMaH K JIVHHOMY CBeTY.

Besymue, HacnegHUK KOCTeM paHeH, cjial, TOro u IIsigu CHOBA BIIafeT B 0eCriaMsiTCTBO. A OHa
BMECTO TOTO YTOOH OCTABUTh €T0 B MIOKOE, efiBa JIK He YMOJSEeT ChII'paTh C HEH B €ro Urpy C
TyMaHHBIMU [IPpaBUJIaMHU.

— 41 Bech TBOM, — IIpOU3HEC OH GApPXaTHHIM IIIETIOTOM.

Bot Tak meTamopdo3a. KTo 65 cka3ajl, 9YTO N0 TUYUHON XOJIOMHOTO Oe3yMIla CKPEIBAETCS
CTOJILKO cOo0JIa3Ha.

OHa NOTsHYJa ofesJio BHU3, 0OHaXKMJIa ero rpyab, XKUBOT. Paciep nmepexsaTui ee pyKy B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTfla TKaHb 00HaXK1Ia TOHKYIO MOPOXKKY TEMHEBIX BOJIOC, YOETaIoIIyi0 BHU3 OT IIyIKa.
Kak ke MeIarT 3TU NPOKJISATHIE TOBA3KM!

Kunpuc ocTaHOBHIIACh, Mepedpocuia Yyepes Hero Hory — U Ceja CBepxy. I[IoBUHYSICh
WMITyJIbCUBHOMY JK€eJIaHUIO, IT0oep3aja.

— He cerogns, MeﬁpHTHHa, — IIpenyrpenuil OH, XOTh B I'J'IY6I/IH6 OTKa3a CKBO3MJIO
HEeIIPUKPEBITOE XKeJlaHue YyCTYIIUTh.

—4d IIPDUHAJIA ITPaBUJIa, Pacnep. — Ero uMs Ha S3BIKe OLITIO elIBa JIM He TaKUM 2Ke CJIadKNM 1
TEPIIKUM, KaK IIbsAHBIE€ BUIIHHW, U3 KOTOPHEIX HACTAaBHUIIEI TOTOBUJIM U3BICKaHHBIE NECEPTEI OJIA
TIOYTEHHBIX TOCTEMN.

HacnemHuK KocTel OB MPEeKPAacHo crnoxkeH. [TogxKapeii, penbedHbl, 063 eIUHOr0 BOJIOCKA
Ha BceM Teje. Ero mmpokasa rpyab 4acTo IOHUMAJIACh U OIyCcKaslach, BhIjaBas CKPHITOE B
cepmlie BOJTHEHHUE. A ellle 0T HEero HeBOOOPa3uMO ITaXJi0 OCEHHUMHU TPaBaMU U MOJIOOBIM MXOM.
[ nuHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCH pa3MeTasiiCh 110 NOAVIIKe, PedKue IPAOU MayTUHKON IPUJINIIIN K
BIIaXkKHOMY JI0y. KHUPKC CKIOHUIACh HUXKE, K CAMOU €ero Iee, BITUTHIBASA KaXKOBIN yaap
KOJIOTAIIENCS 10O KOXKEU apTepuHu.



— Mory ... — Ona o6MM3HYyNIack, €Ba oTHaBas cebe OTYET, O YEM IIPOCHUT.

BmecTo oTBeTa OH IIOBEPHYII I'OJIOBY, OOHAaXKas IO C ITOYTH HEITPUCTOWHON OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO.
Kuupuc ckonb3Hyna rybamMu Mo Koxe, BOMpasi, CIIOBHO AparolleHHbIN HeKTap, KaXkayio I'paHb
€r0 TMYHOTO HEMTOBTOPUMOTO BKyca. Pacnep BrmoxHYJI, 3aMep. OHa MemjIeHHO, CJIOBHO
cMakoBaJsia 671a2KeHCTBO, ITPOBeJIa I3LIKOM BOOJIb aPTEPUH, BBIIIE, IO CAMOM SIMOYKHU ITO[] YXOM.

Pacnep 3actonan. Kuupuc emBa Kacanachk rybaMu ero Koxu, 60siCch, 4T0o 60jiee cMesas jjacka
CMOZKEeT HapyIIuTh MOMEHT. Ho erre 6onbliie 60si/ach, YTO, IEPECTYIUB YePTY, OOJIbIIIE He
CMOXKeT OBITH OeCCTPACTHOM pac’Maa’poii, He M0SIIed HUKOTO U OTHAIONIeH KaxXaoMy
4aCTUYKY CBOEU CTPacTHU.

Eit Henb3s1 MI0O0UTH 10 MHOXKECTBY IIPUYUH.

HeBecomrimu nonenysiMmu Kunpuc nponoxkusa JOPOXKKY BBEPX 110 TUHUM €TI0 CKYJIBI, K BUCKY.
B oTBet Ha nacky Hacieguuk KocTell 00HSI ee 3a TalIUi0, CKOIb3HYJI IIajbllaMy 10
TI03BOHOYHMKY. KaKoil 7Ke TOJICTOM Ka3ajach celidyac HeBecoMas IIpo3padyHasi TKaHb IJIaThs!
Kak 6ynTo MexXIy KoxXel U ero IPUKOCHOBEHUSIMU CyIlleCTBOBala Ilienas BceneHHas. U emie
aTa ero nepyarka, Oyaob OHa HejlagHa.

Kuuprc BEIMy4eHHO 3aphldaa, paciupsiMUIACh, TI00YSICh TeM, YTO COTBOPHUIIU C HUM €€
HeBUHHBIE HoIenyu. Ha GieqHBIX IleKaxX Paciepa mOosIBUIICS HeCcMenbld pyMsHel. OH
3aMIPOKUHYJ T'OJIOBY, XXKaAHO 00J113ajl TyOsl U CHOBA IMTOCMOTPEJT Ha MEUPUTHUHY. JIaJOHb
OIIYCTHUJIACH i Ha 6eIpo, MasbIilbl C XKaJHOCTHIO BIIMJIMCh B HEXKHYIO KOXKY.

— Teneps TBOs ouepens, Kuupunc, — octanosui ee Pacnep.

— Ho pa3Be THI BHITIOIHUJI CBOIO YaCTh UT'PHI? 4 TOMBKO Hadvanma. — OHa efBa y3Hasa cels B
9TOM KaIpHU3HOM IOMIBITKE OTBOEBATH €ll[eé HEMHOTO ITpaBa HaCIaAUTLCS €TI0 TeJIOM.

— Tl y2Ke mony4uia HaMHOT0 O0IbIIle OCTaIbHEIX. — Pacjep MI0TOSAHO OCKaIUICsAd, HUYyTh
He CKpHIBas, 4TO ynuBaeTcs ee peakuueu. Ctepserl!

Borwu, kak 30061_ue BO3MOIKHO, YTO OH OCTaJICSI HEBUHHBLIM TaK [0JTro?!
— Tak Kakue ke CJIoBa THI JKelaelllb yCIibIIIaTh, HacneoHuk KoCcTei?

OH TOOHSI PYKY BHIIIE, YKAa3aTeIbHLIM HajIbIleM OUEPTHUII €€ TYIIOK, MOAAesT 6JIeCTSIIYI0
moaBecKy. JIamoHb yCTpeMUIach K TPyAY — M 3aMepJia, He IPUTPOHYBIIUCE.

910 6BUI0 GECUEJIOBEYHO Aazke [Jjisd KPOBABOTO MsiCHUKA. B ormecTky Kunpuc cHOBa moepaana
Ha HEM — ¥ BEPHYJIa €My €OKYIO YJIEIOKY, IOYyBCTBOBAaB, KAKMM TBEPOLIM OH CTaJl.

— 91 Begb MoTy U IIpOTHATh TE€OSI. — HUKTO M3 HUX HE ITOBEPUJII B 3Ty JIOXKb.
— Moxemb. Ho Torma urpa He OymeT 3aKOHYEHHOM.

OH xpuiio paccMmesisics. OCTpeIi Kpall KagblKa 3axX0OuII IO KoxKel, 1 Kuupuc npuiioch 4To
€CThb CUJIBI BIEIIUTHCS B OHEsJI0, YTOOH He MOAHAaThCs UCKYIIEHNI0 00XBaTUTh €T0 Ty0aMu.
Besymue, HO B 3TOM 06€3Ka/I0OCTHOM IICUXE BCe OBUIO MealbHO U TAPMOHUYHO.

— V Tebs moTpsicaIas rpyob, MelpuTruHa. — OH JIMIIL TOBOPUJI, HO JTaOOHDb JepzKall HUuXe,
Ha pebpax. — He OonbItast 1 He MajieHbKas. [Jaxe CKBO3b TKaHb BUXKY, YTO COCKU Y TeOS
IIBETa PAaCTOILIEHHOTO B MOJIOKE IIOKoJiafa. f ciauinkoMm ciab cedivac. Ho B cnemyromuii pas...
Kakoi# macku THI Kejaelnb, Kuupuc?

— OTH CTO CIOB THI XO4Yelllb YCIIbIIIaTh, HaciemHUK KocTen?

IIyCcTh OH CKaXeT «HeT»! DTO CIUIIKOM JKECTOKO: IIPOCTO JIeXKaTh U CMOTPETh, KaK OHa OymeT
o6HaXkaTh Iepe HUM CBOM COKPOBEHHBIE (paHTa3UM, a B3aMeH [AaTh JIUIIb KAJIKUEe KPOXU
cBoero Teja. Kak ke rnyno OvlI0 cornamaThes. [Iyniee pa3Be 4TO CYHYTh PYKY B yiel OUKUX
myer.

— HWwmenno 5TH, Kuupuc.

MeiipuTHHa OO0 KPOBU 3aKycuia ry0y, Tuirbk Obl He JaThb cefe cimabuHy M He pacIylakKaTbCs OT
mocapnsl. OcTaBasoCh JIUIIL OOHO — CHejlaTh Tak, YTOOE OH B IIOJIHOM Mepe IIPOYYBCTBOBAJI €€



MyKy. CHIIpaTh 10 eTro IpaBujiaM U 40Ka3aTh, YTO B 3TOT pa3 nobema oCTaHETCS 3a Hew.
OH xo04eT cTo cinoB? OH UX MOIy4YuT!

— 91 xouy, 4TOOH! B CIIEOVIOIIWI Pa3 TH HOLEIoBal ee. Y TeOsi BEJIMKOJIEITHEE TOPOTHe
nepyaTky, Pacsep, HO OHM He MOT'YT OBITh MSTYe TBOETO S3bIKa U TEIJiee pTa. X04y, YTOORI
B3SIJI B POT KaXKALIH COCOK M CBEJI MEHSI C yMa. X049y, 4TOORI TTIafuII UX I3BIKOM, TIOKA 5 HE
Oynoy Kpud4aTh OT YOOBOIbCTBUSI. HUKTO ¥ HUKOTHA He AgeJjiajl CoO MHOM HUYero mogoGHOro.
3Haelb, KaK HAaCTaBHUIIH B XpaMe y4aT [IeBYyIIeK OTOaBaThCsI CBOUM OyAyIIuM Xo3seBaM? OHU
JaloT HaM AypMaH, II0CIe KOTOPOTO MBI TPE3UM U BUAUM CaMble U30ILIPEeHHbIE CHB. MeHs
JlacKaJiu IIpu3paku cOOCTBEHHOro pasyma, HacimemgHUK KOCTeH, HO 1 HUKOTa He 3Hajla 3ToH
JIaCKY OT HACTOSIIIETO MYXKYWHBL. YBEePEeHa, YTO OHPAaBJIIOCh Tebe, Benb 1, — Kuupuc mposesna
manabllaMH II0 TPYOM, HAPOYHO ITOTJIafujia TBepPOble COCKY, — KyIa CJlallle IIoKoiamga... Ho,
KaXkeTcs, 5T CKa3aJjia yxke 0O0JIbIlle CTa CJIOB.

— Ipoknsatee! — OH 3aKphUI I'Jla3a THIIBHON CTOPOHY PYKH, BEIMy4YE€HHO 3aCTOHAJI, II0TOM
3acMesiyicad — ¥ CHOBa 3acCTOHAJ. — $1 HauuHalo XKaJjleTh, YTO BaJIsgioCch 0eCIIOMOIIHOMN
nepeOUHTOBAaHHOM MyMHEH.

«4 ToKEe», — emBa He CcKa3ajia OHa.

— JIar psagoM co MHOM, — cKa3ail Pacnep. He npuka3sas, HO u He nonipocus. OcTaBui
WMJUIIO3UIO BEIOOPA, Kak OYATO 3HATH He 3HAJI, YTO CeMYac OHa MEHBIIE BCETO JKeJIaeT ero
TIOKUHYTh.

Kuupuc yctpounach psooM, HO HaCJIeMHUK UyTh OTOABUHYJI Kpal ofesijia, Ipurialiias Jedb
6nmke. OHa, KaK KOIIIKa, TOJIbKO 3TOT0 U XKfajla: IPUJIbHYJa K ero IPy[au, olacasch, Kak Obl He
ePerHyTh mankKy. KakumMu Obl pa3ropsTYeHHBIMU OHU HU OBIJIM, HAa CETOAHS UTpa 3aKOHYEeHa.
Eme HemMHOTO — M Pacnep, TOTo u I'Isiau, UCIIYCTUT OyX. EMy HeoOxomumo mocmarts. [la u en
Toxke. TeM Oosiee, YTO B IIOCJIEOHUI pa3 OHa Jiexkajla B POCKOIIIHOM IIOCTEIM TaK MHOT'O JIeT
Hasa, YTO IOYTHU pa3y4dusiach I0JIy4aTh YOOBOJILCTBUE OT IIEJIKOBBIX IPOCTHIHEYN U MIPUATHOU
TSIKECTU IIEPUHEL.

— Kro 6ni1a Ta geBymKka? — Bo3MoKHO, yKe uepes Imojidyaca, CUAs B CBIPOM ITOA3eMesibe, OHa
TIPOKIsSSHET ce0s 3a HeCBOeBpeMeHHoe JTI000nETCTBO. Ho Kunpuc gonxHa Oblyla 3HATh. XOTs
ObI YBUIIETb HUTH, 3@ KOTOPYIO CMOZKET YXBATUTHCSI, YTOOHI TPOUTH TaOUPUHT €ro TEMHOMU
oymu. — WM3-3a Hee THI CTajl TaKUM?

— Kakum takuM, Kuupuc? CymacmiegninM HeKpoMaHTOM? Be3yMHEIM TOgOHKOM? KpoBaBeIM
MsACHUKOM? — OH IMePeYuCsIsiii CBOM NPO3BHUINA, OYATO TUTYJIB, KOTOPHIE OYOET HOCUTH C
4YeCThIO IO KOHIJa CBOUX OJHEW. — YBepeHa, 4TO celdac Jydlllee BpeMs OJI TaKUX PasrOBOPOB?
4 oxkupan gpyrou BOIIpPoOC.

Xopotrtio, mycTh GyOeT Tak, Kak OH Xo4ueT. Bo3M0KHO, 3T0 6e3yMue C ee CTOPOHEBI iyMaTh, YTO
TIOYTH LEJIOMyAPEHHAs JIacKa M COTHS CJIOB ITPOJIOZKUIN XPYIIKUA MOCTHK MEXKIOY WX OYIIaMU,
HO JIOMaTh TO, UTO ellle He OKPEIIJIo, OHA He CTaHeT.

— OTkyma TH y3Han npo [IepByio KpOBb?

— TBowm rnasa, metiputruHa. ®opMa ¥ IIBET POrOB, KOXKa IIBETA ITOIEJIOBAHHOTO COJTHIIEM
SHTaps. 9 BUOEN TaKuX, KakK THI.

— Tsl He Mor BupeTh. IToToMy 4TO Hac Gosbiie HeT. Bece yuutu B [TOTOK.
— 4 Bupen Bac B Ockosike 3epKajia Mupa.
Ockomnok?!

Ot HeoxupganHocTu Kuupuc egBa He 3akpudana. Het-Het, Henb3s! Henb3ss HU cnoBoM, HA
JKeCTOM, HU B3T/ISA0M BhIATh CBOE BOTHEHHE. BO3MOXKHO, 9TO HOBas Urpa, UJIU NPOAOJIKEHNE
CTapoi, TOe OH IIPOJoJIXKaeT 3aMaHUBaTh €€ B JIOBKO pacCTaBJI€HHLIE CUJIKH.

— Kaxnmpiit OCKOJIOK — 3TO OTPOMHAas MOIIb U BIAacThb, — CKas3ana Kuupuc Kkak MOXKHO
CHOKOIMHee. XBajla HACTaBHUIIAM, UTO YYUIIH €€ JepxkKaTh ce0s1 B pyKax ¥ KOHTPOIHUPOBATh
KaX[ObIl BAOX. ITO OeJIaloch Ha CIIy4a, eCiM X035TMH pacM’Maa’ pel OKaXXeTCs II0uTeneM
«¥KEeCTOKMX YOOBOJIbCTBUI», HO OHA BCerja 3Haja, YTO HayKa U30IIPEeHHOr 0 IPUTBOPCTBa



IPUTOOUTCS U JajeKo 3a IIpedeiaMy X035MCKOM CIalbHU. — TOT, KTO BiIafie€T UM, MOXKET
TMOMYyYUTh MOYTH OE3TPAHUYHYIO CUJTY U BIACTh.

— Tl 2Ke X0Uelllb CIIPOCUTD, I'ae oH, Kunpuc. Tak CIpocH.

— Boitocs, Torpa tebe npupgeTcss yOUTh MeHS, Beb MOO00HEIE apTedaKThl CIMIIKOM II€HHEI,
4yTOOBI paCCKa3hbIBaTh O HUX IIEPBOI BCTPEYHOM pacM’Maa’pe.

— Bo3moxkHO, 51 661 He cka3an o HeM, Oyab Ockosok mnen. Ho BepraTta pa36tuia ero gecsits 1eT
Hasaf, u oT OCKOJIKa OCTasjiach JIMIIb OecIiojie3Hasi, YChIIIaHHasI AParoleHHbBIMI KaMHSIMHA
pama. HUKTO He B COCTOSIHMM BOCCTAHOBUTH TO, YTO CTajio IIbinbio 3a6BeHusi. HUKoMy 3TO He
nop cuny. Y mBoe yKe IOILJIaTHUIUCH 3a CaMOHaOesaHHOCTh. [lymato, beprara crnpsrtana pamy
Tak JajiekKo, YTO M caMa 3alkblna, Iae.

OH cnabo 3acToHasI, MOBEPHYJICSA Ha 60K, moncTaBisasa Kuupuc ciuny. MeipuTiuHa 0XOTHO
nopBuHYyJach Onuxe. He o6HsIA, IPOCTO YTKHYJIACh HOCOM €My B ITeo, 3aKphljla I'jla3a — U,
CJIOBHO CHPOTa U3 CKa3KH, IIONIIa 10 CKyIo pa3bpocaHHbIM PaciepoM xj1e0HBIM KPOIIKaM.

Y Koponesrui-matepu 0b171 OCKONIOK 3epKaina mupa. OgHa U3 BeJIMYaNIInX PeTUKBUH,
CO3[MaHHBIX BO BpEMEHA, Korfia Teyprus Obljla IIOABJIaCTHA JIMIIL 6oraM. 3a IIPaBo BIageTh
OCKOJIKOM BeJIMCh KPOBOIIPOJIUTHEIE BOWHEI, [OTJIa CKUTAJIUCh I'Opofa, TOPEI ITIpeBpalllaiuch B
Ienesi, a OKeaHBl — B MepTBHIe mecku. beprara Ovlyia CTpaHHOM KEHIMHOM, HO ee XKaX[ay
BracTu Kumpuc 9yBCTBOBajla Tak ke OTYETIHUBO, KaK COOCTBEHHBIE PYKHU U HOTH. UTO XKe
3aCTaBUJIO KOPOJIEBY YHUYTOXKUTH TO, YTO MOOHSIO OBl €€ Ha BEPIINHY MUpa?

U kTo ObLnu Te mBoe? IInTaThesl BOCCO37aTh COTKaHHOE U3 3a0bIThsl — Oe3yMue! DTo mop cuiry
ik 6oraM, KOTOPhIE aBHO IJIyXH K MOJIMTBaAM CMEePTHHIX U IlepBoil KpOBHU, KOTOpas HaBHO
yTekia B IToTok.

Kuupuc cnosro 06yxoM II0 ro0Be orpenu. BHe3anHas goragka pacKphliach, CJIOBHO
XKecTokas paHa, o0HaxKas BCIO I'TyOMHY BO3MOXKHOM IIOIOIINIEKU ee MOXuIeHus. YTo ecnu
KoponeBe-maTepu BoBce He Obljla HyzKHa BBIIIIKOJIEHHAs OOporasi HaloXHUIA IS IIJIOTCKUX
yTex CBOUX CBIHOBEU?

«HaMm Hy>KHO opy»kue, — XUIIHO ockyiabunack KpoBozxkagHast unocrack. — 1 OvI TpeAmoyia
mapy JIerKux Medel, HO CroguTcs riobast gmuHHast OynaBka, rpebeHb. An, — TyT OoHa
OPEe3rIMBO ITOMOPIIUIACH, — XOTS 3TO OPyzKHUe YOUiI], cTapyx U TpycoB. Eciu Koponese B
caMoM [iejie IoHamoOuiIack IlepBast KPOBb, TO TH 3HAEIIb, YTO OyHOeT JasibIe.

Omna 3Hasna. U He 60s1aCh.

Ho my)HO mogyMaTh, Kak MOTSIHYTh BPEMS, YTOOBI COEJIaTh TO, Pafy YeT0 OHa 37eCh. A TTOTOM,
TI0CJIe UCIIOJIHEHUS BOJIM I'0OJIOCOB IIPEAKOB, ee COOCTBEHHAs KMU3Hb 00JIbIlle He OyOeT UMeTh
LIEHHOCTH.



I'maBa yerBepTas

OHa IIpoCHYNIach OT TOT'O, YTO B TUIIMHMHY KOMHAT BOPBAJICS CTYK PaclaxHyTo# OBepH, a BMecTe
C HUM BJIaXXHBIN XOJIOOHEBIM CKBO3HAK. KMupuc make BEKHM TOJIKOM Pa3JIENUTh HE YCIIena, Kak
ee rpy00 IIOOXBATUIIU IO JIOKTH, CTAIUIIK Ha IoJ. [lepen rita3aMu MejlbKajld HECKOIBKO Iap
HoT. B mpemMoTy, 6YOTO T'BO3MAM, BTUCKUBAJICS IIMIISIINN CBUCT BEHIXBAYEHHBIX U3 HOXKEH
KNMUHKOB. OHAa MHCTUHKTHUBHO IIPUKPLUIACH PYKaMU, HO 3TO He oMory0. Ha romoBy o6pyiuics
yIoap 3aKOBaHHOM B JIaTHYIO IlepyaTKy pykKu. Omneyxa onpokunyna Kuupuc Ha cnuny. Ilepen
rjla3aM¥ Pa3JIMIOCh KPAaCHOE MapeBo, ION HOCOM CTaJsIo BilaxkHO. OHa pacCesTHHO Ma3HyJa 10
BjIare peOpoM JIafoOHU, OTPEIIEHHO IIOCMOTPeJia Ha KPOBABLIYU CIIE[.

— YTo TH cOoenana ¢ MouM CeiHOM?! — KoponeBa BHu3xKajla rpoMUe 3aCTPSIBIIEN B KallKaHe
CYKU, Ha TJIa3aX KOTOPOU BHIIIOTPOIIUIN €€ MOCJIegHero meHKa. — YTo Tl ¢ HUM chenana?!

Eme oguu ymap, OT KOTOPOTo r'ojIoBa eiBa yAaepzKaslach Ha Ilee. B 3aThIJIKe XPyCTHYIIO.
— Mos koponesa, Ipoily Bac...

Toyioc mpoCUTENST MOHECCS OTKyHa-TO C mepudepuu CO3HAHUS U OBII CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, XOTh
HepelNnTEeNbHOCTh CKpaAkiBajia BCe MHTOHaUUU. AX fa, TeKapb. UTo oH TyT menaet? U nouemy
cTapasi Merepa BOIIUT O ChIHE?

Pacnep?!

KI/II/IpI/IC IIOIMBITAJIACh BCTATh, HO IIOIIBITKA HE YBEH4YaJlIaCh YCIIEXOM. Ok Yaapa nnepepn ria3aMu
OO0 CHUX IIOP IIJIBIJIO, IIOJI Ka4aJiCsda, CIIOBHO Hany6a IIOIIaBIIErO B IIITOPM Kopa6ns{.

— Mos KopoeBa, goMuH Pacnep... OH cOur.

BeroTHs HeoxuOaHHO IIpeKpaTuiiack. C ropeM nomnonaM Kunpuc yganochk cecTs, OollepeThCs Ha
cteHy. KpoBb xj1ecTaja U3 HOCa, CTeKajla Ha IJIaThe ¥ PaCIUIBIBAIach II0 TOHKOM TKaHU
YPOMJIMBEIMHU KJISIKCaM¥. B ¥X 3aBOpaxKMBAOIMUX 3aBUTKaX KUUPUC BUAEINCEH TO XUIITHEIE
OCKaJIbl, TO HEIIPOJIUThIE Cle3kl. K CHacThio, TPOMKUH U YOUBIEHHBIN MIenoT KopomeBbl-MaTepu
BEIBEJI €€ U3 OLIETIEHEHUS.

— OH cnwurt? [IpaBga cout?!

Koponesa, ci1oBHO Monopmas neBulla, CKuHyna 6apxaTHble TydIu, 1 Ha IBIIIOYKaX IOA0IIa K
mocTtenu ckiHa. O4ueHb MeJIEHHO, CJIOBHO 6051/1ach CIIyTHYTh AUKOBUHKY, IIPHUCE/a Ha CAMBIN
Kpa#, CKJIOHUJIaCh K YMUPOTBOPEHHOMY JIUIY CHIHA.

— OH B caMOM [feJie, KaK OYOTO CIIUT, — CKa3asa C TaKUM 3aMellaTelbCTBOM, 4To Kuupuc
elBa He IOXKeJlajia ef CrOPeTh B IEKJIE 3a CBOU IPEXKIEBPEMEHHEIE BHIBOOEL U OTYJILHEIE
06BuHeHUSI. — Boru BceMoryiue, HeyKeJju, MOX CBHIH... HCLEJIUTCS?

— 41 6BI He cTa JejlaTh MOCIENTHLIX BEIBOLOB, MOSI KOPOJIeBa, — CKa3aJl JIEKaph, HO IIOJ ee
TPO3HBIM B3rIAA0oM. CMeHUI TOH Ha 3aMCKUBalonInii. — Ho IpOrHo3 gelcTBUTEIBHO
OmaronpusiTHBEIA. Y HacjieqHMKa KOCTeH XOPOIINi KPEeIKUii COH, ¥ 3M0POBHIH IIBET JIUIA.

— YT0 3a DOPOIIOK TH Oajl eMy B 9TOT pa3? Kakoii-To HOBEIU penent? [loueMmy MHe He cka3an?

— Bcero nuie ToOMeHs T IPOIOPLMY IIPEeXKHEeTro, Mosi KoposieBa. OH MOJIXKeH ObUI CHATH O0Mb, U
s, TPU3HATHCS, CaM YIUBJIEH TOOOYHEIM 3()GHEKTOM.

— To ecTh TH X0O4ellb CKa3aTh, YTO IIOOCYHYJI HAaCJIEOHUKY MMIIEPHUH YTO-TO TaKOe, 4TO...

OHa 4yTh He 3a0XHyJach OT 'HeBa, HO B 3TOT MOMeHT Pacyep 4To-To mpo6opMoTal BO CHe U
IIOBEpPHYJICS Ha 60K. OIessio CIIOJI3JI0 HUXKe, 00HAXUJIO ITOBSI3KY Ha XXKUBOTE — U 3JI0CTh
Bepratsl kak pyko# cHs10. C 6e3rpaHUYHOM TI000BLI0 KEHIIIMHA TONOTKHYJIA eMy Ofesiio U
HECKOJIbKO OONTUX MUHYT BCMaTpPHUBAalach B JIUI0 CIISAIIETO CHHA.

C kpoBaTu beprara BcTana yxKe IpexXHel KeCTOKOCEPOHOW KOPOIeBOM, TOTOBOM A0
TIoCnegHero B3moxa O0POTHCS MIPOTUB KaXKI0T0, KTO MMOCSATHET HE TOJIBKO Ha ee meTel, HO U Ha
ee IIpaBO OCTaBaThCs BO3JIe HUX TaK [OJr0, KaK 3TO BO3MOXKHO.

— Tebe cTouT mO6IAarOmapUTh JIeKaps 3a TO, UTO OH y2Ke OBaXKIHl CIIACAET TBOIO IIKYPY:



TIEPBHIY pa3 mog4uInas 3a To60M HeyMeoe JeYeHne MOEero ChiHa, ¥ ceidac, PUCKHYB BCTaTh
MexKOy ToOOM 1 MOuM THeBOM. U, TOMHUTCSI, 1 Mpeaynpexmana 0 TOM, 4To Tebe ciemyer
3HATh CBOE MECTO, IIOTOMY UYTO OHO TOYHO HE B IIOCTEJIM HU OOHOTO M3 MOUX CHLIHOBEM.

— 41 3amoMHIO, KOpoieBa-MaTh. — KUUPUC IPUIIOXKUIA JTafOHb K KDOBOTOYAIIIEMY BUCKY U
IIMBITHYJIa OKPOBaABIEHHBEIM HOCOM. — Temeps-TO HaBEPHSIKA 3aIllOMHIO.

«MBHI 3aIIOMHUM», — IIPOIIUIIENIa B YHUCOH ee clioBaM KpoBozKajaHa MIIOCTAaCk.
— KT0-TO 00BSICHUT MHE, YTO TYT IPOUCXOTUT?

Pa3mpazkeHHHIN I'0JIOC HMIIEpaTopa 3acTaBuil Kuuprc cobpaTh IOCIeqHNe OCTAaTKU CUI U
HOOHSATHCS, YTOORI COesiaTh IMOKJIOH. XOTS OHA efBa CTosJIa Ha HoraxX M, ee OT4YassHHO IaTaio
U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY. Hemnb3s moka3biBaTh €1aboCTh, HEJIB3sT OOHAXKaTh CBOIO ITOMTPAHHYIO
ropmocTk. U Tem Goree, cefiuac He BPEMS CTAHOBUTHCS MeKAy 00e3yMeBIIIel BOTYULIEN U ee
BOJTYaTaMU, KOTOPHIE TaBHO IPEBPATUJINCh B OXOTHUKOB Ha JIIOLEN, HO [JI Hee IO-IIPeKHeMYy
OCTAIOTCSI IIeHKaMHU.

Hy>H0 Bo uTO OBI TO HU CTaI0 y3HATH MPo OCKOIOK. A KakK 9TO CHOejiaTh, eCJTH 3a OOWH OEeHb B
3aMKe OHa ycClejla HaCOIUTh 9TOU rapluu Be3ae, Ie TOJIbKO MOXKHO?

— TBoi#1 6pat crut, [aiH!

YouButensHasa Metamopdo3a! Kuupuc cTouno ycunuil coepkaTh UPOHUYECKUHM CMEIIOK U He
BEIIAThH CBOIO 3710CTh. TonbKO 4TO KoponeBa-MaTh Oblia CISATUBIIENH CCYKOM, HO, CTOUIIO
TIOSIBUTCS UMIIEPATOPy — U ee 6e3yMue pacTBOPUIIOCH 0e3 ciema. OcTanmach JIMIIL OPOKaliiast
OT CYACTbS XKEHIIWHA, KOTOpasi He CTeCHSeTCS MONTHPATh HabexaBlllke B yrojikaxX rjas
HeYasTHHBIE CJIe3HI.

BoT TonmbKO MMIIEpATOPa 3Ta KOMEOUST HUCKOJILKO He TPOoHYya. OH eBa CKOJIL3HYJI B3TISIOOM
IO JIWITy MaTepPH, IOAOLIESI K TOCTeIN OpaTa, MPUCIIYLIACs, YTOOB yOeOUThCS B MPABOUBOCTHU
ee cyioB. [ToToM mmomHSI B3rJIsiA Ha Kuupuc: el XoTenock CHOBa COTHYTHCS B IMTOKJIOHE, JTUIIb
OBI CTIPSITATHCS OT 3TUX JIEASHBIX HETPOHUIIAEMBIX TJIa3, HO OHa He PUCKHYIa. JIydine
BBITEPIIETH 3Ty MBITKY, Y€M II030PHO HNOTEPSITH CO3HAHKWE OT HapacCTaloIero IryMa B TOJIOBe.

U 4TO0, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TAKOI'0 HEOOLIYHOTO B TOM, YTO IIOCJIE PaHeHusAa Hacnepauk KocTeu
IIPOBAJIUJICA B 3aCHY)KeHHbIﬁ ¥ HeOOXOOUMEIN OIS BEISOOPOBJIEHUA COH?

— TBo#t OpaT ObLI paHEH, TOTOMY YTO BOT 9Ta JEBYOHKA OXMYPHJIa €r0 CBOUMHU MTPOKISITEIMU
4yapaMu H ...

— Pacnepy HeoOxoOouM mOKO¥M, — rpy06o mepedus MaTh [I3#iH. XBaTaHyJI CJIOBAMHU TakK, YTO
BBIIIIKOJIEHHAS CTPaXKa BBITSIHYJIACh IO BEIITPABKE, CJIOBHO UX MPUKOIOTUIN TBO3ISIMHU K
cteHaM. [Ipu 3TOM OH [axXke He MOBBIMIIAJ TOJIOC — JIUIIb CJIETKA U3MEHUI WHTOHAIIUIO. —
CrtpanHo, uTo KoponeBa-MaTh He IOHUMAaET TaKHUX OYEBHUIHEIX BEIIeH.

Ox ¥ He TIOHPABUJIACh XKe el 3Ta mMyOiIuyHas omeyxa!l

Kunpuc mo3sonuna cebe cnabMHy HaCIagUThCSA 3PEUIeM, KOTOPOe BPsiA Jiu OyaeT 4acTo
nue3peTh: Beprara no6ienHerna, moaxana ryosl, 6yATo coep:KUBaia PBYIIUNCS HapyXKYy
MMOTOK CJ10B. CIe3Hl TYT 2K€e BBICOXJIH.

— HukTo He cMmeeT ynipekaTh MeHS B HEJTIOOBH K MOUM [ETSIM, UMIIEPATOP, — CKa3ajla OHa
IPOXKalUM OT HaPSIKEeHUS TOJI0COM.

— B srout umniepuu, Koponesa-mMaTs, 1 cMeI0 BCe, YTO YrogHO. Ellle pa3 monelTaembsCcs
OTPAaHUYUTHL MOIO BIACTh — U Oy[els KOpoTaThk BpeMs ¢ bamrHe mmakanbimil. C KJIedHMOM Ha
s13bIKe. BOH oTcroma Bce.

ITOT 4YenoBeK o0Jjiafmasl YOIUBUTEIbHOM BIIaCThIO, U elle 0ojiee YIUBUTEIbHONW CIIOCOOHOCTHIO
€10 MaHUITy/TUPOBaTh. M eMy GBIJIO IJIeBaTh, YTO MPOU3HECEHHAS B MPUCYTCTBUU ITOCTOPOHHUX
yrpo3a elre OgHOW YHU3UTEeIbHOMN MoIeYynHon. Y 3To HeCcMOTpS Ha TO, 4TO — Kuupuc B 3TOM
He COMHeBalnach — [I9¥H 3Hal, KaK CUJIeH ee MaTePUHCKUIH UHCTHUHKT.

— Tol mo¥igens co MHOM, MelipuTruHa. — CTOMJIO UM BBIMTHU 3a IIpenesibl KOMHATHI, UMIIEPaATOP
BJIACTHO M XKECTKO B3SJI ee IT0[ JTOKOTh. — MHe KaXKeTCs, HaM €CTh, O UeM ITOTOBOPUTE.



OHa Bcero ik co0upanach MOKJIOHUTHCS U BEIPA3UTh CBOIO IOKOPHOCTE. YKe OBaxab! [[aMH
IIOKa3saJl, 4YTO He CIIyCKAeT HU OOHOI'0 KPUBOTO CJIOBA B CBOHM afpec, U He AelaeT MobJiaxkek
Iaxke OJIsl TOM, KOTOpas ero popusia. CTpallHO IPeACcTaBUTh, YTO UMIIePaTop CHOesaeT C
poraToil XuMepoHu, 110 BUHe KOTOPOU, IyCTh M BeCbMa IIPU3pavHo, IoCcTpajas HacleJHUK
uMnepuu. Bo3MOXKHO, My KYHUHBI 3TOTO CEMENCTBA He IHIJTal0T OPaTCKOM TI000BBI0 APYT K
IOPYTY, HO NOJOOHBIE IPOCTYIIKYM 00s13aHBI KAPaThCs CO BCEM CTPOTOCTHIO BHE 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT
TNIMYHBIX OTHOIIEeHMU. KaK rosopusia ogHa U3 HaCTaBHUIL: JIy4llle HaKa3aTh 3a KpaxXy 4yzKO0ro
rycsl, 4eM IIoCJie CeTOBaTh Ha IIPOIaxKy COOCTBEHHOTO.

Ho nokJioH BEIIIEST CMa3aHHBIM. Ee MIaTHYJI0 B CTOPOHY TakK CUJILHO, YTO €CJiu OBl He
nogmepxkka [atiHa, Kuupuc HenmpeMeHHO OBl yIasnia.

— Bynw oHO Bce HenlagHO! — mpoOpHIYai OH U JIETKO, CJIOBHO HOIIIA Becuila He OOJIbIle ITyXOBOM
MIOOYINKY, TONHSI MEUPUTHHY Ha PyKHU. UM moImen maneiine, 9To-To 6opModa cebe mmom HOC. —
TrI XOTh OCO3HAaEIb, YTO OT Te0I KPyroM OOHU XJIOIOTHI?

— IDa, Mol uMIIepaTop. — A 4UTO elle ell 0CTaBaJIoCh, KPOMe ITIOKOPHOT' 0 IPU3HaHUSA
HEeCYILeCTBYIOIIEN BUHBI? X035€BaM MUpPa Helb351 TOBOPUTH, YTO OHM He IIPaBHI, €CJIU TOJIBKO
Ha ‘-IepHLIfI OEHb He IIPUIIPATAaHa 3allaCHasda IrojioBa. — qa HCKPEHHEe CO2KaJiel0, 4YTO CBOMM
TIPUCYTCTBHUEM [OCTABIISIO CTOJIPKO HEITPUSITHOCTEH U OTBIIEKaio Tebs OT Kyma 0ojiee BazKHBIX
Ie.

OH 0CTaHOBHUJICA, 32 UX CIIMHAMH, JISI3THYB CTAJIbHEIMU CAIllOraMM, OCTAHOBUJIUCEH I'BapHaeHIIbl
U3 JIMYHON OXpPaHBI UMIlepaTopa. Kunpuc npeanodnTasnia He AyMaTh O TOM, KTO CKPBIBAETCS 3a
OBYXMETPOBHIMM I'DOMaOHBEIMU GUTYPaMH, 3aKOBAaHHBIMH B ITOJIHYI0 OPOHIO U IIIJIEMEL C Y3KUMHU
mpopes3siMu O r1a3. Bpapg mu mogu. Bpspm mu BooOIre XKUBLIE CYIIECTBA.

— Ecnu xo4elb BHIKUTL U HE OCTOUYEPTETh MHE Yepe3 Hefelto, IPUOEeTCs BEyYUTh HECKOJIBKO
mpaBuil. — Ha 3TOT pas mpuilesn ee Yepeq NojIydaTh MOPIUIO CIOBECHOM TpenKu. — IIpaBuiio
IepBoe: He BpU MHe. f HeHaBUXKY JIMIIeMEePOB, MeHPUTHHA, HO UX, VBB, CIIHUIIIKOM MHOTO B
MOEeM OKpPYyXKeHuU, 4TOOHI T Mor 6e3 yiiepba [ yrnpaBieHuss uMIiepuei 06e3riaBUThb
Kaxporo. Ho Tel — mpyroe meno. Ot Tebs sT He HOTEPILII0 HU BPaHbs, HU IIPUTBOPCTRA.
ITosToMy, CKaXkui MHe eIlle pa3 — COKaJleellb JIu O TOM, YTO TBOE IIPUCYTCTBUE TaK HOCAXKOaeT
BCEM HaM?

¥V Hero OBITT COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHBIM B3TJISI: OOHOBPEMEHHO W O0XKUT A0, 1 JIeOSTHOMH,
CTPACTHHIM — W COBEPIIEHHO 6e3ydacTHHIN. MMnepaTop [I91H onpeneneHHO BiIagell KaXmou
CBOe} sMolmel, 3Hal KaXkaoe CJIOBO Hamnepen. Ho rae-to TaMm, B TITy0OOKHUX TEMHHUIIAX €T0 AYIIN
IpsiTasach HACTOSINAS JKUBOTHAS CTPACTh, CBOMCTBEHHAs TI000MY XKUBOMY YEJIOBEKY.
ITpocTast amouusi, 4To OBl/Ia HE 110 KapMaHY JIUIIb UMIIEPATOpPy.

— 4 cnumkoM 6obias AUKOBUHKA, MOM MMIIEpPATOP, YTOOBI CO MHOM BCe OBIJIO TaK K€, Kak C
711000% CMEPTHOM KeHIMHOU. M, KOHEYHO, OT MeHs OyAeT Macca XJIOMOT.

— KoponeBa yxke THICSIYY pa3 moxKajeja, 4TO 3ajgyMalia mpuBe3Tu TeOs B 3aMOK TyMaHOB.
Haperocsh, s1 He ITOBTOPIO €€ OLINOKY.

— HmmnepaTop pemms oCTaBUTh MEHS It ce0s1?

— XpabpocTs, Kuupuc — 3To crnemyioiiee IpaBuiio. — [10 ero BO3MYTUTEIBHO YETKO
OYepYeHHBIM Iry0aM, CKOJIb3HYla TeHb yNIbIOKU. — ThI fomKHa OBITH CMEJION Bceraa U BO BCEM.
A 9TO OBIII CMEJIBIH BOIPOC.

KI/II/IpI/IC CI'JIOTHYJIQ, II0OYEeMY-TO IIOAyMaB, 9YTO €My YOUBUTEJIbHO UOYT 3TU OJIMHHBIE CBETJIbIEe
BOJIOCEI ¥ BEICTPHU2KEHHBIE Ha BUCKaX 3aTenJIBhIE Y30PHI.

— Bce B HaTpe3ckol uMIlepuu MpUHAaOIeKUT MHe, MelpuTHHa. [0 Tex Mop, MoKa g KUB, HO,
KaXkeTcs, 9TO IPOMJIUTCS He TakK YK Hoaro. — Hu cTpaxa, HU UPOHUY, JIUIIb YETKOE
TIOHUMaHMe CBOoel cynbObl. OH TOPeJ, CJIOBHO COJIHIIE — TaK SPKO U OECIOMamuo, 4To
002KUTaJl CIIUIIKOM MHOTUX. — M THI — TOXKe MOsi. XOTh, IPU3HATHLCS, MHE ObI HE XOTEJIOCH
3HaTh, YTO ITO JIUIIb II0 MOEMY [IPUKA3Y.

— 4 ue MOTY IIpDUHaAJIe2kaTh OOHOMY MY2KYHWHE OO TeX II0P, II0OKa OH He 3adBUT CBOU IIPpaBa:
30JIOTOM U KJIIOYOM.

— Ia-ma, TaspH, Kak Xe.



OH 3alaran gajblile, TBapAelIlbl ABUHYJINCH CIIEOM.
— Kyna TwI Hecelllb MeHsI, uMIiepaTop [auH?

— B tBOMI0O KOMHaTy, Kunpuc.

— V meHs OymeT coOCTBeHHasi KOMHATa?

— Pa3Be Bce 9TO He MIPUJIMYECTBYET TBOEMY CTaTyCy pac’Maa’phi? KoMHaTa, ciyXKaHKa,
mw1aThs, gparouerHoctu. Ho npexne, xouy nokasaTh Tebe Koe-4To.

OHU BHIIIIIA HA MPaMOPHBIN apOYHBIM MOCT, KOTOPBIM COEOUHSI MeXKay co00M nBe OallrHu
3aMKa TyMaHOB. [[31H BCe-TaKu MOCTABUJI CBOIO HOIITy Ha HOTH, KPEMKO OOHSJI 3a TaJIuIO U I0-
XO035IMCKM ITpuKal K cebe, BeIHy)RAas Kuuprc xkagHo r10TaTh IPOXJIaIHBIN MOPO3HBIN BO3OYX.
Ha Hei#t OBITIO IETKOE TIJIaThe, ¥ IPOMO3TJIEIM BeTep MpPoOuparl o0 CaMbIX KOCTeH. A psimoM ObLT
BEJIMKOJIEHBIM CO0JIa3HUTEIbHO-TEIJIHIA MYKUMHA, Y€l 0YePUYEHHBIM PAaCCBETHBIM COJTHIIEM
npoduIb ObIJT OMHOBPEMEHHO M KPAaCUBBIM, U yKacarolie-0eCrolagHbIM.

— Bon tam, Kuupuc.

ITomg HUMU JiexKan MaJIeHbKUM BHYTPEHHUM OBOD, EMUHCTBEHHEIM «yKpaIlleHHEeM» KOTOPOT0
OB TTO30PHEIHM cTONM0. U B 3Ty caMyio MUHYTY K HeMy Obljla TpHUBsi3aHa JTUYHAS 3Tapa
uMIiepaTtopa. [1o o6e CTOPOHEI OT CTOJI0A CTOSIIK OHEThIe B CTPOTHE YEPHBIE XUTOHHI KEHIIMHBI
C 3aBs3aHHBIMU I'JTa3aMM — cKparu. Kuupuc Bupesna ux JIUIIbL OOHAXK/IHL, KOT[Ia 3a OJHOM U3 ee
cectep B Kepak mpuexasn npecrtapessiii repior. CKkparu ObUIH CPEOu eT0 CBUTHI, KakK O0yaTo
CTapuK HapPOYHO XOTEJI IT0Ka3aTh, YTO He OyHeT IIePEMOHUTHCS C HAJIOKHUILIEH, KaKOM OBl
IOPOTOM U BHIIIIKOJIEHHOM OHa HU OBIJIa.

— MyxXunHa He JOMKEH IPUYHUHSITh Bpe[l XKeHIuHe, — cKasan [I3iH. — 4 mepBhLId 0TPyOIio
PYKH TOMY, YTO OCMEJTUTCS 3TO CAEIaTh B MOEM IPUCYTCTBHUY UJIM BOIIPEKH MOEMY 3alpeTy.
Ckparu e IMOMOTal0T BOCIUTHIBATL T€X, KTO HENOCTATOYHO SICHO IOHMMAaeT CBOE MECTO U
00513aHHOCTH.

OH nuIIb clerka KUBHYJI — U XKPHUIEI OONHOBPEMEHHO BHIIIYCTHUJINM CBEPHYTHIE, CJIOBHO 3MEH,
minetku. Cea CTPaHHO BCXJIUIIHYJIa. EOBa i TPOMKO, HO B HACTYIUBINEH THUIMHEe Kunpuc
CIbIIasa KaXXAbli UCIIYTaHHLIN IPEeACTOAIIer IOPKOM B300X.

[TepBhIlt yoap XJIBICTa 3aCTaBUJI €€ B3BU3THYTh TaK 'POMKO, YTO 9X0 MHOTOKPATHO OTPa3uIoch
OT KaMEeHHBIX CTeH. BTOpo# MacTepckuil ygap MOJIOCHYI 00HaXKEeHHYIO CIIMHY POBHO IIOMEPEK
JIONATOK, OTYEro I'Ie-TO B I'PYOU 3Taphl TPOMKO U IPOTUBHO OYJIBKHYIIO.

— OmHa ocylIanachk MOero mpuKasa, XOTh ¥ IbITajlach M0Ka3aTh, YTO JIMIIh HEOOIIOHS/Ia. —
[IoiiH 6ecrpuCTPaCcTHO, faXxke C HEKOTOPOI CKYKOM HabIofan 3a TeM, KaK KaxKIbli HOBBIH
yoap IpeBpalllaeT CINHY JKEeHITUHEL B KDOBAaBOE MeCHBO. UTO U TOBOPHUTH, JKPHUILI 3HAJIN TOJIK B
CBOEM T'psI3HOM peMeciie. — Cea x0oTea MHe CoBpaTh. U, 4TO COBEPIIIEHHO HEIPUEMIIEMO,
BO30MHMJIA, Oy[ITO UMeeT MPaBO He MOOYHUHSITHECSI MOUM IIPUKa3aM, KOTOPHIE s1 BCETfia OTHalo
YeTKO U SICHO. £ o0ellasn COyCTUTh C Hee IMIKYPY, U JOIXKeH OBbITh ITOCIIeH0BaTETbHBIM.

— HWmMmepaTop HUKOrOa He GpocaeT CIIOB Ha BeTep, — MOoBTopuia KMuprc ero HeaBHKUE CIIOBA,
YyeM 3aCJIyKujia OgoOPUTEIILHYIO VIIEIOKY.

— Tebe xkanb ee, MelpUTHUHA?

— Huckonpko, Mol uMnepaTop. — Hukorma eiie rOBOPUTH IIPaBay He ObIIO TaK JIETKO U
mpusTHO. Hukorma erre Kpuku 60K ¥ MOJIBOHI O TIOIa/ie TaK He JTacKallu CIIyX. ITa XKeHIIHHa
ocMeJsia yrpoxKaTh el KWH2KAJIOM, YHU3HUJIa U, YTO HECOM3MEPUMO BaKHee, 3a0biia, KOMY
CITYKUT. BpsiO I CTOUT KaJiIeTh YelI0BeKa, YTO PACIIMCAJICS IOM COOCTBEHHOM IIyIOCTbi0. — 5
JKaJieio JIUIIL 00 OJHOM.

— U o0 ueMm xke? — B uepHEIX I'la3ax CBEPKHYJIa UCKa JII000ILITCTBA.

— YT0 He MOTy BUAETH B 9TOT MOMEHT €€ JIno. — UM C IoguepKHyTOM U3OeBKOM, nobaBuia: —
YBepeHa, 0HO IIOJTHO pacKasiHUSA.

OTBeT IpHUIIesICcs eMy II0 Ayllie: OH Ha MTHOBEHMeE [IPUXKaJll ee 4YyTh Kpemde, IT03BOJINUII TEIUTY
CBOET0 TeJjla OIaJIUTh MEUPUTHUHY [axe CKBO3b HECKOJIBKO CJI0€B uX ofmexkn. Kumpuc 6osiacs



TIOILIEBEIUTHCS. [ToueMy TOTHa, Ta, Apyrasi, TIHYIach K HEMy HeB3Upasi Ha BCe MEHTAJIbHEIE
mperpapbl, a ceiiyac — HUYEro, JIUIIb ITYCTOTa U IPOXOT KOJIOTSIIEerocs: B peGpa cepmlia.

— Mot HMIIEPATOP XOTeJI, YTOOHI 5 yBuperia, KAKOU XKeCTOKOI MOXKeT OBITh ero
CIIPaBeIJIuBOCTh?

— BepHo. MHe 6Bl HE XOTEJIOCH YCTPOUTH HEUTO TTogobHoe Tebe.
— ¢ 3aMOMHIO 3TOT YPOK, MO¥ HMIIepaTop.

OH CHOBa B3sJI €€ Ha PYKH, HO HA 3TOT Pa3 IIeJI HETOPOMSICh, PA3TJISIARBAs HOIIY C BUAOM
3alyMYHBOTO CHITOTO XUITHUKA. A KHUPUC TBITamach THATh IPOYb MBICIIM O TOM, YTO €H [0
CJIQIKOTO TpeleTa B KOHYMKAX IaJibl[eB IPUSITHO BUAETh, KaK Mepe HUMH PACCTYIaloTCsI U
THYT CIWHH OeCATKU 00jiee BIUATEIJIFHBIX BEJIPMOXK: BOH Ta HallOMaXkeHHasl [IeBUIla C
B3TJISIIOM KOPOBBEI — SIBHO MOYKa TrepIiora, a 9TOT ITIOYTEHHBIN I'OCIIOANH C IIEPEBSI3bIO IIOIEPEK
TPY[OY HaBEePHSKA TUTYJIOBAHHBIM reHeparl.

— He cettuac, CtpaM, — nepebu ero MombITKY 3aTOBOPUTH [I3MH. — I mpuIo 3a TOOO0M.

Ee koMHaTa pacrosnarajach B OTOEJIbHOM KpHIJIe 3aMKa, BXO[ Kyja 3alledaThIBaId IIIeCTh
rBapHeules, Yel BHENIHWIM BUO ObLJI JaKe yCTpallaIlee TeX, YTO CIIegoBaIu 3a
uMIepaTopoM, 6yaTo TeHHU. [[Be TpPOMafuHLI B YEPHEIX, OyATO 900HUT, JOCIexaX, POy CTUIN
UX BHYTPb IIOKOEB — U 3aKPHUIU OBEPU.

— Haperocs, Tebe IIOHPABUTCH, IIOTOMY 49TO Ha MoM BKYC, 31€Ch CJIMIIIKOM CBETIIO.
HBﬁH IIOCTABHUJI €€ Ha II0JI, U OTIIyCTHII, Y6GJII/IBU.II/IC]:>, qTO MeﬁpHTHHa HEe CO6I/IpaeTCH IIagaTh.

B KxOMHaTe OJe’CTBUTENILHO OBII0O OYEHb CBET/IO: CKBO3b ITACTEIbHO-KAPMUHHEIE 3aHABECKHU B
OKHa ITPOHUKAJIO YTPO HOBOTO mHs. Kuupuc momomnia 61uxKe, 4TOOH YOEOUTHCS, YTO el He
IMOKa3aJIoCh: MBOMHBIE TOICTHIE PEIIETKU ITePEeKPHIBaIN M00be IMTONLITKY K mobery. M XoTb OHa
He IJIaHWPOBajia HUUero nogqoOHoro, oco3Hanue ce6st 3BePbKOM B KJIETKE MCIIaYKajio KPacoTy
MOMEHTaA.

— OTO pagu TBoek 6e30macHOCTH, — yTrafaB ee MBICITH, cKa3ail [3iH. — Pagu 6e30macHOCTH
BCEX, KOT0O 00eperaiT CTEHLE MOET0o 3aMKa.

OH ceJ Ha Kpa¥ KpoBaTH, YCTaJIO IIOTeP MepeHocully. Kuupuc TonbKo Terepk coobpas3uia, 4To
HaKaHyHe BH[eJIa ero B TOH 2Ke COpPOoYKe U C Kyda MeHbIINMHU KpyraMu II0j ria3amu. boru, ma
UMIIepaTop, II0X0XKe, CoOBCeM He crai!

«HW 4TO0, 3TO IOBOM XKaleTh yOUHIy? — HaKOHEII-TO HaltoMHuja o cebe KpoBoxkamuas
unocrachk. — EIlle MOCOYYBCTBYH €r0 TAXKeIOoM y4acTH, Tpsankal»

Kuuprc nmockopee OTBEpPHYJIaCh, pa3rjsigbiBasi — BIPOYeM, 63 MpexkHero BOCTopra —
yOpaHCTBO KOMHATHI. 371eCh OBLII 1 MAaCCUBHHIN rapaepod U3 OpexoBOTo AepeBa, YKpPaIlleHHBIH
unurpanHo# pe3rboi u cepedpoM, CTOJI, C COJTHIIEM M3 SHTaApPS B IIEHTPE CTOJIEIIHUITH, TTapa
IOPOTHUX KPECeJI, TyaJeTHHIM CTOIUK HACTOJIPKO TOHKOM PabOTHI, YTO [axKe NOAXOOUTh K HEMY
65110 6OSI3HO.

Ho, KoHeYHO, TJTaBHBEIM YKpallleHHEeM IIOKOEB OblfIa 'pOMagHasi KPOBaTh: CO CTOJIOMKAMU U3
LEJTbHBIX KYCKOB JIYHHOTO KaMHsI, 6€JIOCHEXKHBIM 0ajITaXWHOM, PACIIUTHIM T'OTyOBIMU U
30JI0THIMU 3BE3[laMM, LIEI0M TOpoU moAyIlieK u oxmessi. CamMa IOCTesb, CJIOBHO TPOH, CTOSI/Ia Ha
BO3BHIIIIEHUY C TPEMS CTYIEHSIMHU. Y IOOHOXHUS PacTsSIHYyIach 00UTast KPEMOBLIM OapxaToM
KymIieTKa.

A 0K0JI0 Hee, Ha IOAYIIKE, Ha KOJIEHSIX, YVTKHYBIIUCH JIOOM B IIOJI, cUfesa feByika. Ee 6puTyio
TOJIOBY OT ji0a M0 3aThIJIKA IePeCeKally [Be JKEeJITHIX IIOJIOCH.

PaOwrus.
— Mory nu s TOBOPUTH, UMIepaToOp? — cupocuna Kuupuc.
— l'oBOpHU, — pa3pemmu OH.

— MeHst 0Oy4YHUIH BCEMY, YTO HEOOXOOUMO 3HATh OEBYIIIKe, YTOOH BCcerma ObITh KPACUBOM OIS



CcBoero rocuoavHa. MHe He HyKHA IOMOITHUIIEL. Tem 6oee — paObIHS.
— TBI UMeeITb YTO-TO IPOTUB PAOLIHY, MEUPUTHUHA?
— 4 nmero MHOTO 4Yero mpoTuB pabCcTBa B I1eJI0M, MO UMIIEPATOP.

OH mpocun OLITh YecTHOM. HeT, uMmepaTop GakKTHUYECKH He OCTAaBUI el BEIOOPa, MOKa3as, YTO
OymeT, ecnu ee ynu4daT Bo JKu. Celiuac caMoe BpeMsI ITI0Ka3aTh, YTO OHa yCBousa ypok. Tem
0omee, IPUCYTCTBUE PAOBIHKM PA30M BCKOJILIXHYJIO BCE CaMble TOPLKUE M YEePHBIE
BOCIIOMUHAHUS.

My>xkuuHa, cobupasicb C MBICTISIMU, IIPUKPHUI T'1a3a. M BHe3anHas THUIIMHA IPO3ByYasa
HACTOSIIIMM TMMHOM MCHLITAaHUIO €T0 TeprneHusi. Tem He meHee, Kuupuc He cobupanach
OTKa3bIBaTHCSI HU OT OJHOTO CJI0Ba. XOTS OT MEBICIIM OKa3aThCsl OKOJIO II030PHOTO cToiIba u
COOCTBEHHOM CIIMHOM ITOYYBCTBOBATh MAaCTEPCKYIO PYKY CKpary, B XKeJlygKe CTajo XOJIOTHOU
IIyCToO.

— HasoBu cBoe uMsi, — MpHKa3aJ UMIepaTop pabuHe.
— KopTa, — oTo3Bajach Ta.

— IMouyeMy u Kak THI cTajia pabbiHEN? PacckaXku CBOel Tocroke, 4ToObl OHA He JyMasia, 4To 5
yOGuI TBOIO MaTh U COOCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMU BRIHYJI IIJIOM U3 €Ille TEIUIOTO JKUBOTa.

— Most MaTh OblJTa HEOOCTOMHOM XKeHIuHoW. OHa Impeaiaraaa CBoe Telo MyKYuHaM 3a
IEeHbI'H, a Korfia MHE UCIIOJTHUJIOCH [eCSATh, OHa IIpofajia MeHsI CBoeMy KIHeHTYy. Uepes3 gBa
rofia BoO MHe ITOOHBIBAJIO CTOJILKO MYKYWH, CKOJIBKO BIIlel y Opoasiueii cobaku. Yepes mBa roga
s1 eBa He CKOHYANach OT OONMSTYKM MeKay Hor. B Ty mopy CkarsnTa yzKe coajiach Ha MUJIOCTh
HaTpes3ckoi uMIepuu, 1 MeHs nogoOpanu JeBrl paccBeTa. Ecnu ObI He ux 3a60Ta — 51 O
CTHWJIA U3HYTPHU. 3a [Ba rofga MEeHS BLIYYUJIM BCEMY, YTO JOJI’KHA 3HATh PAOBIHS 6J1aropogHOM
TOCIIOXH: 51 YMEIO fieflaTh MaccaX, IPUYeChBaTh BOJIOCH U yOIazxkaTh TOCIOXKY BCEMU
OOCTYIHBIME crioco6aMu. MMMIepaTop Ky MEHsS 3a COTHIO HOTPE3CKUX COJIHII.

COTHS 30JI0THIX MOHET uMnepuu? LieHa BHIIIKOIEHHOTO 60€BOT0 KOHS B IOJTHOM cOpye U OBCca
€My Ha IIPOIHTaHWe Ha TOf BIIEPE.

— Haperoch, pac’maa’pa, TeOs1 He yHHKaeT 0011ecTBO ObIBIeH mmoxu? He BceM HaM
yneI0aeTcs yoada POOUTHECS B 30JI0TOHM KOJIBIGETH U He KaXKIOMY XBaTaeT CMeJIOCTH O0POThCS C
Ccynb0oi.

Kuupuc ¢ 3aMelaTenbCTBOM CMOTPESIa Ha CKJIOHEHHYI0 OpUTYyIo rooBy. Ho eme Gomnbliiee
CMSTEeHUE BBI3BAJ MTOCTYHOK [I9tiHa. [JIs 4ero KeCTOKOCEPIHOMY UMIIEPaTopPy 3a
0aCHOCJIOBHEIE IEHBTH IOKYIIATh LITIOXY, Yepe3 KOTOPYIo Ipolnia fo6pas nonopuHa Ckanra?

— ¢ ¢ pafocThio IPUMY 3TOT fap, Mo¥ umiepaTop. — CroBa GONILHO Iaparany ropo, He
XKeJjlany BEIXOOUTh HAPYXKY.

— BoT u cnaBHO, Kuupuc. C aToro momeHTa, Kopta — TBOs nmuuHasa ceax. OHa OCTaHETCS ceax
IO TeX IOoP, ITOKa ThI He MMoXKelaellb IIOapUuTh ee KOMY-HUOYOb, 0TKa3aThCSA OT Hee HIIH
n30aBUTHCS JTIOOBIM APYTHUM CIIOCOOOM.

Kuupuc npocTo KMBHYIa, BeOb IIOIPOCTY He 3Hasa, KaK 01arofapuTh 3a MOJIyYeHHYIO B Iap
pabsraio. Kak BooOiie 61aromapruTh3a YeI0BEYECKYI0 XKU3HD?

— Bort u cnmaBHOo. KopTa?

— Ia, Mo#t uMIiepaTop. — PaOBIHS TTOOHSIIACh, HO MIPOJOJIKana CMOTPETh B O, OYOTO
00s171ach, YTO CTOUT PACIIPSIMUTH IIEI0 — U Ta CJIOMAETCs, JINIIUB TOI'0 HEMHOTO, YTO ellle
MOXKHO GBITIO Ha3BaTh XXKU3HLIO.

— ITo30BU MO€Ero IMYHOIO JIeKapsd — pac’Maa’pyHY2KHO OCMOTPETH U 3aHATHCS ee PaHaMuU.
— Cnyiaioch, MOU UMIIEpaTop.
PaGriHsT 6€33By4YHO, Oy[ITO HE Kacajach HOraMU I10J1a, BHIIILIA.

A KI/II/IpI/IC C Y2KaCOM IIOHsJIa, YTO CHOBaA OCTaJlaChk HaeauHe C 4eJIOBEKOM, B Ybel BIACTU OBITIO



IIPEBPATUTD €€ XKU3Hb B CKa3Ky WiIu B 0eCKOHeYHEIN KomMap. K cuacTrio, umnepaTop [3iH
Kak OynTo 651aroBOJIUII €1, pa3 3a OJHY ITOYTH HEBUHHYIO IIIAJIOCTh PACIeIPUICS Ha CTOJb
IOpOoTue MOJapKu.

— Tebe HykHO nepeoneThcst, Kumupuc.

Eme oguH mpuKa3s ¥ B3TJISAO U3-TIOMO J10a, OT Yerocepale 3aTpeleTasnno, CI0BHO
IPUIINHAIEHHLIN K JOCKE eIlle JKUBOM MOThHIJIEK.

— TBI BRITISOUING JIYYIlle, YeM B HaIlly IIEPBYIO BCTPEUY, HO S BCe €ellle HEJIOBOJIEH.

— HMmepaTop kejaeT, 4TOOH 5 Imepeomesiach IpsaMo cefivac? — OHa HNOTSAHYNIACh K 3aBsA3KaM,
KOTOpHIE yOepKUBaJIK Ha IIjiedax TOHKYIO, HEBECOMYIO, CJIOBHO IIayTUHKa TYHUKY. Ta, gpyras,
pas3BpaTHasi U pacKperoumeHHasi, 3Hajla, KakK YIPaBASITHCS C 9TUM MYXKYMHOM, 6€301Iunb09IHO
yrapgbiBajia ero xkenauusi. Ho ceiidyac ee He Ob1710, a Kuupuc 3Haja IUIIb TO, YTO OOHA MBICITb O
6/IM30CTH C X03TUHOM HaTpe3ckoil uMiepuu 6pocaeT ee B IPOKhb.

— 4 661 ¢ yooBonbcTBUEM, Kuupuc, Ho, 60I0Ch, €Ciiu 51 He ITOCIIII0 XOTs OBl ITapy 4acoB, TO C
MeHsi OyeT MaJjIo TOJIKY Ha CErOHHSIIIHEM BOEHHOM COBETE.

OH KpUBO YCMEXHYJICSI, TIOTHSIJICS, CHSIJT pyOHMHOBBIH 00pPy4Y — CUMBOJI €T0 BJIACTH Had BCEMU U
BCsI — ¥ HEOPEKHO OPOCUIT €TO Ha KPOBATE.

— ITomoxewms MHe, pac’Maa’pa?

Kuupuc nopgormia K HeMy, CTapasiCh AepKaTh AUCTAHIIUIO U BCe ellle He A0 KOHIIa ITIOHUMas,
Yyero oT Hee XKejlaeT UMIepaTop.

— bnuxe, Kuupunc.

OHa cphenara elre Iar, HeCMeJio IOTSHYJIach K 3aBsI3KaM Ha ero COpouke. [1asbIfbl
mpenaTelbCKX OPOXKaJId, BEIMaBas BOJHEHNWE, a UMIIePaTop He [eslall POBHLEIM CYETOM HUUETO,
4yTOOBI 00/1eTYUTh 3aAavy. Koe-Kak CIpaBUBIINCE C 3aBsI3KaMHu, KUUPUC TOTSIHYIa COPOYKY
BBepX. [[9¥H MOOHSJ PYKH, €r0 TEJIO JIeTKO BEICKOIb3HYJIO U3 IIJIeHa JOPOTOM TKaHU.

— Bpochk Ha o, — IMpuKa3all OH, Korfa MEUPUTUTHA CTalla OCMaTPUBAThLCS B ITOMCKaxX MecTa,
Kyma OBl CIIOKUTH ero ofmexkay. — Thl gpoxwulnb. B yeMm gesno? Pa3Be B mpoIikiil pa3 Tebe He
TIOHPABUIIOCH TO, UTO 4 fAenan? f He BEeIMKUU 3HATOK XKEeHIWH, Kuupuc, Ho He HaCTOJIbBKO
cner, 4TOOH He YBUIETD KeJlaHue B UX I'jla3ax.

— B mpomnerit pa3, MOM UMIIEpaTop... TO ObIIa HE S, a JIUITh YaCTh CKOBAHHBIX CO MHOM IVIII.
— U 370 51 Toxke noHsAn. [1I09TOMy ¥ CIIPOCHII, CKOJIBKO e UX B Tebe.
— Tpoe, Mo¥ ©UMITEPATOP.

— Ctano OwITh, TOM, 6ECTEJIECHON M CKOBAaHHOM, I HPaBUJICSA Ooblie, 9eM Tebe KMUBOU nu3
IIJIOTU U KPOBH.

— 4 moka He 3Halo, TOTOBA JIH...

— Ho pa3Be pac’mMaa’pa He OoJIKHA OBITh TOTOBA 110 IEPBOMY TPEeOOBAHUIO CBOEr0 TOCHOOUHA?
41 efi-60Ty MBITAIOCh TTOHSATH, KaK YCTPOEHa TBOSI CIIOXKHAs AyIIeBHas opraHu3anus, Kuupuc,
HO ueM Ty0xKe 3ariIsigbiBaio, TeM 0O0JIbIlIe YyBCTBYIO ce0s1 6€3MO3TIIBIM MalTbUHIIIKOM,
KOTOPOMY HOapuiu 6eCIIONe3HYI0 UTPYIIKY.

Taxk BOT OHa KTO — UTpYIIKa.

Kunpuc momozxkua 1afoHM Ha 3aBsI3KH €T0 IIITaHOB, HO OKOHYATEJIbHO PaCcTePsiIach,
obecKkypazkeHHas He CKOJIBKO eT0 CJIOBAMM, CKOJILKO CBOEM Ha HUX peakiuei. [la, 6e3yCIoBHO
OHa BCEero JIUIIIb UTPYIIKa: 0ACHOCIOBHO JOpOoras, 9K30TU4YecKasi, fa eile u CKOBaHHAasI B OHO
1eJsioe C TpeMsi TaKUMU Ke, KaK ¥ OHa, THOMUPSTHKaMu. Ee TOTOBUJIM OBITH UTPYIIKOM, YIUIIH,
Kak y0JiakaTh MyXKYHHY, CKPAIIMBaTh €T0 IOCYT CBETCKMMU OecelaMy UJIU, €CJIN OH
mozxkeJjiaeT, 6€CCMBICTIEHHOM OOJITOBHEM, YUUIU BIageHUI0 TPEMS MY3bIKaTbHBIMU
WHCTPYMEHTaMHU U UTPE B «KKAMHHU ¥ KOCTH». [IOTOMY 4TO Ta JKEHI[WHA, KOTOPYIO TOCIIOONH
HA30BEeT CBOEH XeHOoH, OymeT poxkaTh eMy HAaCJIeTHUKOB ¥ HAaCIIeOHHUII, OyoeT ¢ HUM Ha IHpax



¥ TOP2KECTBEHHHBIX LIEPEMOHHUSIX, OYIET YIIPaBASThL €T0 AOMOM U CIIEOUTDH 3a TEM, YTOOHI B
3aMKe Bcerma OBl YyIOT U JocTaToK. 2KeHa, a He KaKasi-TO UT'PYIIKa, OyOeT UCTUHHOM X03IHKOM
€ro Ceppana, AaXke ecjivi OH OYOEeT JIOKUTHCS C HeH JIUIIb YTOOH 3a49aTh IOTOMCTBO.

— Ecnu Mot mMmepaTop moxesaer, 1 0yny Takold, Kak eMy X04eTCsI, — IIPOTJIOTUB ropeyb,
IIOKOPHO OTBETHJIa OHA.

— Ho pmo Tex nop, moka y MeHsI HeT Kito4a... — OH coenan MHOTO3HAYUTENBHYIO I1ay3y,
mpepjarasi MEMPUTHHE TPOOOJIXKUTh.

— JTo Tex mop, moKa KTO-TO He OTOIIPET TadpH, I He MOT'y IpUHAaAJjieXaTb eMy BCEM TEJIOM U
IYLION.

— Ho Ha TebOe He OBITIO OIIeHWKA W, €CJTA 3PeHre MeHs He TTIOOBOOUT, eT0 HeT [0 CUX II0p.

— TaspH — 3TO BCETO JUIIF BEIKOBAHHAS B TAYPTUU Beluiia, Mou mMmiepatop. UM Hac
CkoBasiu, HO 4TOOHI 3aBllafleTh MHOM, HeoOxoouM Kito4d. CaM 1o cebe TadpH BCETO JINIIh
KpacuBas BeIIulla U3 CTAJIM U 30JI0Ta, U TEYPrUUeCKHUe My ThHl HEBO3MOXKHO CHSITh IPOCTO
pa30uB 3aMOK.

[Io¥H 1I0JI0KKJI CBOM PYKU IOBEPX €e JIafioHel U, yKe 0ojiee MATKO, TPOU3HEC:

— TwI ke He pabviHst, Kunpuc, XBaTUT CMOTPETH B IIOJI, MHa4Ye s1 Oyay AyMaThb, YTO
oMep3uTeneH Tebe.

— Hert! O Het! KoneuHo HerT...

ITocnegHue croBa 3aMepiu Ha rybax [0 TOro, KakK OHa IIOHSJIa, YTO B CaMOM JeJie He
HUCIILITHIBAET OTBPAIIEHUS K 9TOMY 4en0oBeKy. Ho Bemb GOUTCS €ro ¥ YyBCTBYET, UTO JIyUIle OB
cTaHueBana 60ocast Ha pacKaJIeHHBIX YTJISIX, YeM CTossa Tak 61u3ko. OHa MeOJIeHHO
CKOJIb3HYJIa B3TJISOOM II0 €T0 TeJIy: BeJIMKOJIEIIHEIN IIJIOCKUH KUBOT, C 0O4UePYEHHBEIMU
MBIIII[aM¥, MUPOKasi Pa3BUTAs IPyOb, PYKH, YBUTHIE BRITYKJIBLIMM MYCKYyJlaM¥, Kak OyaTO OH
IeHb U HOYb HANPOJIET 3aHUMAeTCs TAXKeIbM GUu3ndeckuM TpynoM. Barnan Kuupuc KocHyncs
ero nuia: 6e3ynpevHo MyKeCTBeHHOe, XOTh U OenHoe. HaciieqHUKY JTYHEI ITOJIOXKEHO OBITH
CBETIOKOZKUM, BeOb ero otell Obln1 13 murepy.Kpacus nmu [I3iH? Be3ycinoBHO. A ero BHEIITHS S
KpacoTa U BeIUKOJIETHOE CIIOXKEeHUe, IPUMIPaBJIeHHbIe TSAXKeIbIM XapaKTepoOM U IPUBEIYKOU
BCeM KOMaH[I0BaTh U BCe JepxKaTh 1107 KOHTPOJIEM, AenaloT umneparopa Hatpesckon
UMIIEPUU NOYMU UAeaTbHBIM MyKYWHOU. Vn... uneanbHBIM 6€3 BCIKUX «IIOYUTU»?

— Mory nu 4... — C MOI49aJlBOTO COTIaCUus MYKUYNHE], MEUPUTHHA CKOJIb3HYJIa JIagOHbIO
BBEPX II0 ero XXKHUBOTY, 3aMepJia, eflBa KacasiCh ITaJibIlaMy PBAHOTO IIpaMa C ITPAaBO¥ CTOPOHEI
pebep. — OTKyma oH?

— OTTyna Xe, OTKy[a ¥ IPoYye MOU IIPaMEl — C IOJIsT 6O,
— Pa3Be umneparop He HoJiKeH Oepedb CBOIO KU3HB?

— I/IMnepaTop OOJI2)KEeH BOOXHOBJIATE BOMHOB COOCTBEHHBIM IIPpUMEPOM, a He TPYCIIUBO
IIPATATBCA 3a UX CIIMHAMH.

Ia, moxkKanyi, OH uaeaabHBIN.

— TombKO 4uTO THI 60sinack MeHS U OpozKaa, OyOTOo Iepel 3al/IeYHbIX eI MacTePOoM, a ceyac
B Tebe CHOBa 4TO-TO IepeMeHunock. — OH cejl Ha KPOBaTh, MMOTSHYJI MEMPUTHUHY Ha cebs.

KI/II/IpI/IC HEerpoMKO OXHYIJIa, KOrla UMIIEpaTop yCaauJl ee Ha ce0bs1, TTOJTOXKUJI JIagOHHU Ha
ATOOUIBI, IIOTJIa2KKWBasd OMHOBPEMEHHO U JIaCKOBO, 1 Tpe60BaTean0.

— Mue #HpaBUIack CMeNoCTb TOM, OPyroi, Ho Kyaa 6oJibllle MHe HPaBUTCS TBOSI COOCTBEHHAs
pobocCTh 1 3arafo4YHOCTh. Y MeHs CUIbHEee caMOoro KPENKOTro I0I0HCKOTO BUHA IIbSHUT TOT
daxT, 94TO T MOT'y 3aIPOCTO OBJIafeTh TBOUM TEJIOM, HO TEL BCE PABHO OCTaHENIbCS
HEeJOCTYIIHON. MeHs He BO30yXKIaloT XKEeHIIUHE], YTO KopyaT u3 ce0sl HeJoTPOoT, IIOTOMY 4YTO Y
KaXKJIo¥ U3 HUX TAKOM CIIMCOK JII0O0OBHUKOB, YTO TPaxXaThCsI C HUMU BCe PaBHO, YTO COBATh
4jleH B IIOMOMHYIO IMy. Ho THI BEITIAOUIIE TAKOU NCKPEHHEN B MONBITKAX AepXkKaTh MeHs Ha
pPacCTOSHUMN.



OH Kpemye 00XBaTUI €€ 3a 3aJHUITY OJHOU PYKOH, a APYTroi CKOMKAI ee OOexKay Ha CIIMHE,
MOTSIHYJ, BEIHYKaas Kunpuc oTKnoHuThcsa. Celiuac OHa IIeJTMKOM 3aBHCeNla OT ero pyk: yoepet
OOHY — ¥ OHA CBAJIUTCS NMPSIMO K HOraMm mmIiiepaTtopa. Ho, moxoxe, [13¥H He cobupancs
TIOOBEPTHYTH CBOIO HOBYIO UTPYILIKY TAKOMY YHUZKEHHIO, HAIIPOTUB — HACJaxXKOaJICsd BUOOM ee
eJINKOM IMOOYUHEHHOT 0 TeJa.

— I'me TBOM omenHUK, Kuupuc?

OH CKJIOHHUJICS Haf He#, OCTOPOKHO, TyOaMu, IPUXBATUII OOUH U3 TOPYAIIUX IOM TKAaHbIO
cockoB. ITouTu mpocTas j1acka, OHa THICSIYY Pa3 OPOAesIbIBajia HedTO I0J00HOe CO CBOUMU
cectpamu B Kepake, HO Torfa B 3TOM He OBIJIO HUYET0 IIPUSTHOTO, JIUIIL MeXaHU4deCcKoe
pasy4YuBaHUe 0YepegHOro ypoka y1:060BHOM urpsl. Ceiivac ke B ee Teje OyOTO MOSIBUIIAChH
IpPYyXWHAa, O CYIIeCTBOBaHUU KOTOpPOoU Kuupuc paHbllie He moragbiBanack. Y korga [IaiiH
CMOUYMJI TKaHb I3EIKOM, OTOOBUHYJICS U JIETOHBKO IIOAYJI, 3Ta IPYyKUHA KPYTO cxkKajack. Eme
OfHa Takas JXKe JaCka — U OHa COPBETCS, ¥ TOTAa HEU3BECTHO, UTO MOXKET IIPOU30UTH.

— KI/II/IpI/IC, — pacTdaruBad €€ UM II0 CJIoraM, II03BaJl UMIIE€PAaTOpP, — 5 KOy OTBET.

OH 4TO, BCEPBLE3 AYMAET, UTO JKEHIIWHA B COCTOSTHUYM T'OBOPHUTH, KOTTIa €T0 B3TJISA TOMUTEIBLHO
TIOTJIa’KUBaET ee BO30yKOEeHHBIE COCKU?

— Te mogm, Mol uMIlepaTop. — MelpuTHHa OXHYyJa, Korga [IoMHIPUKYCHUII BTOPOM COCOK, a
TIOTOM MSTKO IOLIeJIOBaJl CKBO3b TKaHb.

— 4 Becw obGpaTuscs B CIyX, pac’Maa’pa.

OH 3acTaBuI ee CeCcTb POBHO, IIpHUKail K cebe Tak, 4ToOH ee BO30yKOeHHas IPyOb IpuXKaach
K ero rpynu. YTo 3a u3BpallleHHas IbITKa? Begp UMIepaTop X04eT ee — OHa IBCTBEHHO
OILIyIlaeT ero XejlaHUe CJIafKo HOIoIel Bjaarou Mexny Hor. Ho, kaxeTcs, cerogas [[3iH He
HaMepeH 3aXOIUTh mabllle.

— Jlrogu, KOTOPHIX mocyiana KopomeBa-MaTh — OHHU 3a0paiu TaspH, MOM MUMIIepaTop.

— U THI, KOHEYHO XKe, He 3Haelllb, KyAa OH [eJicsi MOToM. — Ero ryOnl 6bUIH Tak OJIM3KO OT ee
pra, uto Kuupuc ensa He mogganack co0a3Hy MOMpPoOOBaTh, TaKKUe JIM OHU TEIIbIEe U
KeCTKHe, KAKUMH KaxKyTCs.

— He 3Ha10, MOl ©UMIIEpPaTOp.

— A Mo¥ 6e3yMHBIN MJIaaIuii 6paT 1103ab0TUIICSI O TOM, YTOOBI 3TH ABOE YMOJIKJIM HaBEKH.
Kak ymo6HO, pac’Maa’pa. — [[9¥H He BHITJISOE] HA PACCTPOEHHBIM, HU 3JIBIM. — TOJIBKO pamu
60roB, He CMe¥ TOBOPUTD, YTO TAKOH IIOBOPOT men Tebe He II0 OyIIe.

— O HeTt, Mol umnepartop. — OHa mo3Bonuna cebe XHUIIHYIO ITOIYyIbIOKY — U €[iBa He
pacTasia ofn ero yIOBJIETBOPEHHEIM TEMHEIM B3TIIHOM. — Te jionu OvIIM U3BEepraMy, OHU
3acnyxkunu cMmepthb. Hapmerocs, HacmegHUK KOCTel Kak CIenyeT IOMY4YuIl UX IIpexXye, 4eM
TI03BOJINTI COOXHYTh.

— U TwI Obl71a Tak GJlarogapHa, YTO IIOCIIEIInIa YTeIUTh ero B moctenu? — IlocieqHue cioBa
MTPO3BYyYaJIu C MJIOX0 CKPHITHIM pa3apaxkeHueM. [[99H CXBAaTHUII ee 3a BOJIOCH Ha 3aThIIKEe — He
KEeCTKO, HO JOCTATOYHO CUJIbHO, YTOOBI OHA ¥ He IOMEIIIIISAIA BEIPEIBATHCS.

DTOT B3TJISIA, ¥ TOMNOC, ¥ TTOBAOKu coOCTBeHHMKa! Kuupuc Kynanach B HOBBIX [JIsi ce0st
YyBCTBaX, HacllaXkgajlachb KaXKIOo# rpaHbio 00KUTAIOIe SIPKUX 3MOLIMM, IIJIaBUIach 110 HUMH,
CJIOBHO Jie[i TIOf COHIIeM. Pa3yMHee Bcero OblI0 ObI CKa3aTh MPaBAy: YTO OHA JIUIIb
noguuHUIACh Bosie HacnmemHuka KocTed u KoponeBr-MaTepy, a IOTOM IIPOCTO caejlaja To,
yemy ee y4unu. Ho pa3Be OH 3aCiIyKUI TaKyio IIpaBay?

— IoMuH moxkenan MeHs pagoM. KTo g Takasi, YTOOH MPOTUBUTHCS BOJIe HACJIeQHUKA
uMnepuu?

— TBI MOTJIa COIPOTUBASTECS, — CKPUITHYJ 3ybamu [[3iH.

— ConpoTHUBNISATHECS TOMY, KTO JIUIITL B3AMaxOM PYKU MOT 00paTuTh MeHs B mpax? U s Bce elre
He IpuHanexy Tebe, Mol uMIepaTop. 4 He IpUHANIeXKy HU ONHOMY U3 Bac. M Bce Tpu mMoux
OVIIY BOJIBHEI IeJIaTh, UYTO UM 3a6JIaropacCyauTCs 00 TeX IMOop, TOKAa UCTUHHBIM IOCTIOOUH He



CHUMET Ta3pH C MO€EH IIen.

Ha aTor pa3 camoof6iagaHue IOKUHYJIO €70 U MyK4YWHa, CKPUIIHYB 3y0aMu, OTSIHYII ee
TOJIOBY Ha3al, ODHOBPEMEHHO HaBUCas Hal Hel, OEIIeHHEIH, CJIOBHO OJIEqHOE MPOKIISATEE.

— HaBepHoe THI yKe MMOHSIIa, YTO MBI C OPaThIMU He HbIJIaeM JTII000BBIO APYT K OPYTy. MSTKO
roBopsi. Ho Pacnep — oH mpocTo He oT Mupa cero. I MHe GBI He XOTEI0Ch KelaTh CMEPTHU
MIafmeMy 6paTy JHIIb IOTOMY, YTO MBI HE MOXKEM IIOOEIUTh XKeHIuHy. [loaToMy, 6yap mo6pa
— HepKHUCh OT HETo nopgansiie. MHaude, KIsiHYyCh HEeCOKPYIIIUMEBIM, 5T IPUKAXKYy MTOCAAUThL Te0s
Ha IIeTb.

«Eme, yMomsmwo...»

— Bce 3To kacaeTcst u PynHa. BoT TonbKO, 6010Ch, OH CJIMIIIKOM PACHIYINEH, YTOOh
IPUCIIYIINBATLCS K TBOUM BO3paxkKeHusIM. — MIMepaTop, HaKOHEL], OTIIyCTHUJI €€ BOJIOCHI U
CHOBa IIPUTAHYII K ce6e, KacCasiachb 1"y6 OOHUM JIMIIb CUIIJIBIM OBIXaHHUEeM. — XOTH, KOIro a
oOMaHBIBal0? MBI CKOPO OPYT OPYTY I'JIOTKH MEePETPHI3EM 3a IIPaBO BlIaAeTh TOOOH
€OUHOJINYHO.

«HMeHHO Mo, Ymo HYCHO, — BEICYHYJIAaCh U3 CBOEro JioroBa KpoBoxkKamHas UIIOCTACh. —
IIpocmo 8ace, Kak no macay».

— OQHOTO He ONMY, — IIPOIOJIXKUII TOBOPUTDH IPSIMO B €€ TONIyPacCKpPHIThe TyOH [I9WH. —
KoposeBy TsiKeno Ha3BaTh IPUMEPHONH MaTephbio, HO OHA CKOpee camMa KOTO YI'OOHO 3arphI3eT,
YyeM IIOACYHEeT HaM KOT0-TO Bpofe Tebsi. [IoHSTHsS He UMel0, 3aUueM ei fJeaTh 3TO ceryac.

«MoxeT GEITB 3aTeM, 4TO A 6LIJ'Ia HY2KHa BOBCE HE B Ka4eCTBe caxapHoﬁ KOCTOYKHU OJId ee
BOJTYAT?»

— V¥ Moero ummnepartopa ecth IIpekpacHas ¢haBopuTKa B apaxaHe. Bpsn nu oHa macT Tebe
CKydYaThb II0 poraToil 6eCcTHuu.

Ha aToT pa3 [I9¥H OTIIYCTHII €€ U cOeJjiai Bce, uToOu Kuupuc nmousina — nyuiine 61 e OTOUTH
noparnellle. Tak oHa M MOCTYIMUJIA: OTOIIIA B IPYTroil KOHEIl KOMHATHI, OIIyCTHU/IaCh B OOHO U3
KpeceJ1, TOJIbKO Tenepb BCIOMHUB, KaK HECTEPIUMO OOJITUT Pa30UTHIN BUCOK U OIIyXJia
nepeHocunia. Korma 3aBTpa, BO Bex IIBeTaxX U KpacKaX, IPOCTYIIAT IIOCIENCTBUS OOIIEHUS C
KOpOJIEBOM, IMIIEPaTOP ellle AOJIr0 He II0oXKelaeT BULEeTh HEIIOKOPHYIO pac’Maa’py B CBoel
IIOCTEJIN.

— Haperoch, THI TOHUMAEIb, YTO B MOEM BO3pPaCTe MHE IIPOCTO HE0OXOOUMO UMETh
HacjJemHUKaA?

— B TBOEM BO3pacTe, MOU uMIlIepaTop?

— MHe nouTH TPUAIaTh, KUMpHc, 1, CTPOTo roBOPs, y MEHS yKe MaBHO A0JIXKeH OBITh BEIBOOK
CHMHOTPHI30B, KOTOPHIX SI CMOTY BOCHUTATh HACTOSIIIUMHU BOJIKOJaBaMM, 4YTOOBI HE MMPOKJIMHATH
UX Ha TOM CBeTe 3a TO, YTO He CMOTIJIM yAepKaTh B y37e MO0 uMmnepuio. Koposresa moCTOSHHO
TIOOCOBEIBAET MHE KAaKHX-TO IIPUHIIECC, KOTOPLIE TO CIIUIIKOM 0€300pa3HbI, TO CIIHUIIKOM
6e3Mo3rEl. ToNCThIe, KPUBLIE, OecXapaKTepHbIe... — [[9MH XOXO0THY/I. — Yepe3 mBeHadIaTh
OHel B Mepop noxaiyeT ee ouepegHOe OTKOIIaHHOe «COKpPOBUIIle» — IIpHUHIlecca PaliHa.
yKe BooOpazaro, 4ero MHe Oy[eT CTOUTH OTIIPABUTh AEeBUITy 0OPATHO IO OMEKY Iallallly,
KOTOPEIM BO30MHUN cebs LlapeM ropsl MpsiMo OO MOMMHY BOCTOYHBIMU I'PAaHUIIAMMU.

— Bo3MoxHO, mpuHIlecca PatiHa xopoia cobo¥, — ocMenuiacb3aMeTuTh Kunpuc.

PasroBop o Oymymux KeHaxX UMIIepaTopa HEMPHUITHO Iapamnan cepaie. Ho Begs Ha TO OHA U
BBIIIIKOJIEHHAS pac’Maa’pa: [MOJI’)KHa YMEeTh CKal3aThk TO, YTO OT Hee XOTSAT YCIIBIIIAaTh,
HATOJIKHYTh Ha ITPaBUILHBIE MBICJTH, PACIIOJIOKUTH K 3aAyIIeBHOMY pPa3roBopy. [laxe eciou
UMIIEPATOPY B3AyMaeTcs 00CyXKOaTh MPeiecTyu cBoel haBOpuUTKU — OHa, Kumpuc, Oymet
CIIyIIaTh U yNeIOaThCS. Bee, MUIb OB JOCTaBUTh PAfOCTh CBOEMY TOCIIOOUHY. XOTs, ITIOKa OH He
CTaJl ee MOJTHOMPABHBIM XO3SITMHOM, HEKOTOPHIE BOJTBHOCTH TTO3BOJTUTEIBHHI.

— MHe Heo0X0OuMO TpaxaTh KOro-HUOyOb XOTs OBl ITapy pa3 B HEOeIl, — CKa3al OH Tak,
OynaTo peus IIjla 0 HeIIPUSTHOW PYyTUHHOHN paboTe. — [0 TeX mop, MOoKa y MEHSI HeT JKeHHI,



croguTcs 6acTtapn HamoxHUIE. Korga y HaTpe3cKoi uMIIeprUY MOSTBUTCS 3aKOHHASA
UMIIepaTpulla — MHE MPUAETCS 3aBECTH MUHUMYM OBYX-TPEX 3aKOHHBIX HACJIEHUKOB.

— 3mpaBhle pa3MBIIIIEHUST, MOM UMIIEPATOP.

— IMosToMy, 6ymbp goOpa, He B3myMal yIipeKaTb MeHsI TeM, 4TO 5 Oyay mepuoaudecKu
ITPOBOJNUTH BPEMS C APYTUMHU KEHIUHAaMHU. [lOCTaTOYHO TOT0, YTO MaTh TO U [EJI0 CyeT HOC B
MOIO KOMKY, ¥ Ha KaXK/[I0M IIary ThIYeT HOCOM, OyITO B IEPHMO, B UEPTOBO IIPOKIISITHE.

Kuwnprc pa3oM OTHIBLHIPHYJIA BCE HEIIPOIIEeHHBIEe U HEeOXKUIAaHHBIEe MBICITH O TOM, YTO eH [0
CMepPTH HEeIPUSITHO OyMaTh 0 rybax [IsiiHa, KOTophie OYOyT TacKaTh APYTYIO XKeHIuHy. 00
9TOM OHa IToAyMaeT — M He pa3! — B Opyroe BpeMsi, BO3MOXKHO, YK€ CEeTOOHS HOYbIO, IIpsSya
U0 B moaymky. Ho ceityac, pa3 oH caM 06 3TOM 0OMOJIBUJICS, TPOCTO HEOOXOOUMO BHIBEHATE,
yero ke 6outcsa KoponeBa-math. Ho cripamuBaTh IpsiMo B 100 — CIIUIIKOM rpy6o0. [ToaTomy,
pa3 yx [I3iH CIUIIKOM YCTaJl [IJIs TaCKu ¥ He HaMepeH pa3feliuTh C Hell IOCTelNlb, 0TYero Obl
He IONBITaThCS «COOIa3HUTL» ero 0ecemoin?

— JIro6ast MaTh 3a60TUTCS O CBOUX OETSIX, MOU HMIIepaTop. Tem 6omee, ecnu y OIlaCeHuM ecThb
pealibHasda IIOOOIIJIEeKa.

— Hert Hukakou nogonneku, Kuupuc. IIpocTo gypaikuii menoT u3 gypankoro OCKoika,
KOTODEHIH, KaK yTBepKAaeT KoponeBa-MaTh, IPOKIIAI ee TPDOUX CHIHOBEUW HUKOTHa He 3HaTh
100BY, HE UMETDh HACJIEAHUKOB ¥ CKOHYATHCS B MyKaX, He [JOKHUB A0 Tpuauatu ynet. CTporo
TOBOPSI, Y MEHS OCTAJIOCh BCET'0-TO TP MeCSa, YTOOB CTaTh IIOJTHOLIEHHOU KEePTBOM
TIPOKIATUSA.

OH 3ampOKUHYJI F'OJIOBY U OT AVIIH PAacX0X0Tascsa. [I0ToOM yIan Ha KpoBaTh, IPUIIOTHAB Oenpa,
CTAIIUJI IIITaHkl, OCTABIIKCE B MTOJIOTHAHOM Oenbe. [lazke ¢ TOTO MecTa, Irfe cumesa, Kuupuc
paccMoTpersia OOJIBIION, pa3MePOM C JIaOOHb, CTAPHIM 0XKOT Haf IpaBEIM 6eqpoM. MEICTTE O TOM,
KakK 9TO, IOJIZKHO OBbITh, OBIIIO 3BEPCKH OOIBHO, ITOJIOCHYJIA 10 HEPBaM.

,[[Bepb B IIOKOM OTBOPHJIACh, Ha IMOPOre 1osdBUJIaChk KPOXOTHasA, CMOPIITIEHHAadA, CJIOBHO CTapas
CIuBa, TEMHOKOXas Tapucka. Hago ke, na oHa cepas! Kuupuc cpony He Bupena XKUTEIbHULL
TEIIJIBIX OCTPOBOB CEOBIMHU, OBIJIa YBEPEHA, YTO TEX U B I'PoO KJIamyT C UaealbHO-UYePHBEIMU
OIallKaMM Kyp4YaBhBIX BOJIOC.

— Te1 BoBpeMs, Openana. 3auiMuch rocteeld KoposieBel-MaTepu.

C 3TuMM CIIOBaMHU MMIIEPATOP IITyCTPO, KaK MaJabYHIlKa, 3a06paics Mo ofesiyio, HU4yTh He
CMYIIAsiCh, YTO OPATOIeHHBIM 00PYyY OCTAJICS BalsThCS TIe-TO B CaMbIX HOraX. IIoxoxe, OH
BCEPBbE3 HaMepeBaJiCsi 0OHOBUTH IIOCTENL COOCTBEHHBIM TEJIOM.

IToka Kuupuc cHOBa 1 CHOBa IIPOKpPy4YXBajla B IrOJIOBE €T0 ClIydaliHble OTKPOBEHUS, cTapas
TapuCcKa pa3jIoxkujla Ha CTOJIe COmepKUMOoe MeIlloYKa, KOTOPHIHM IpuHecsa ¢ coboi. OnHy 3a
Ipyroi gocTana 6aHOYKM U TOPLIKY 3aHsAJIaCh paHAaMU MeWpUTHUHEL. PabbIHSA 3aHsIa MECTO Ha
IIONyNIIKe OKOJIO KPOBATH M YTKHYJIAch 100M B monl. Bup ee cMupeHue pasapaxan Kuupuc
cuibHee, YeM II[eKOTKa 3a ISITKH, HO OHA yXkKe moobelaia IpucMaTPUBaTh 3a IEBYOHKON — He
OTKa3BIBATHCS XK€ OT CTOJIb IIeAPHIX OapoB?

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Hajl KPOBaThIO Pa3fajioCh MEPHOE U I'POMKOe comeHnue. Kuupuc
MBITANTaCh COEPKUBATH CMEX, HO I'PO3HEBIN BIafiblKa UMIIEPUHU TaK MHUJIO COIEJI BO CHe, YTO OHA
He CMOrJjla COepzXKaTh CMeIloK. [laxke y THPAHOB €CTh YTO-TO YEJIOBEYECKOE.

Cepast TaprcKka HEOTOOPHUTENHHO Ha Hee 3bIPKHyIa. Hy u uTo? MeeT oHa mpaBo
paccimabuThCs U MOOBITH IIPOCTOM AEBYOHKOM, TapoOM YTO POTaTOM U YKpameHHOM ¢ o6paTHOM
CTOPOHEI 3epKajia MUpa.

— TeI eMy IpUTIsIHyIach, — IIEIIOTOM CKalana ®PpefaHa, IPUKIanbBas K BCIYXIIEeMYy IIOATEKY
KYCOK MOKPOU TPANULIBI, TaXHYIIle BECEHHUM pa3HOTpaBbeM. — Moii [[311H HUKOTHa He COUT
B 4y2KOU IIOCTENH.

Ee [Is1H? K10 XK€, B TakoM cinydae, ®penana? Kopmununa? Harbka?

— C aToro MoMeHTa HUYEeTO He elllb U He IIel, He [aB IIpex[e nonpoboBaTh cBoeill pabbiHe, —
IIpofoJiKaja IIernTaTh U XJIONoTaTh Haf Hel cefas Tapucka. — 3Iech Koe-KTO pacKaTai ryoy
BRIOpATHCS U3 apaxaHa ¥ CeCTh Ha TPOH BO3JIe MOero TXalllapa, U He Ope3ryeT HUKaKUMU



crnocobamu, JIUIIbL OBl HOOUTHECS CBOEro.
Txaiap, 9T0, KazKeTCs, MOJIOYHBINA COH. 3HAYUT, KOPMUJIUIIA.
— ToI TOBOPHIIE O KpacaBUlle-UHUKEPE?

— Jla Kakas oHa KpacaBulla. — KopMunuiia He CKphIBajia OTBpallleHusi. — ['HuiIasa BCI U Be3Je.
Korma ee nmpuBe3nu B 3aMOK, C Heli Obljla Ky4a XJIOIOT: 9TO He TakK, TO He 3aK. 3acpaHKa, a
TOHOPY Ha JEeCATEPHIX. YK UTO TOJILKO He [eiaeT, YTOOB OT MOEro MajibYMKa ITIOHECTH, a BCe
HUKakK. OHO, KOHEYHO, ¥ XOPOIIO ObI, YTOOB! ¥ UMIIEPUY ITOSIBUJICS 3aKOHHBIN KPOBHBIHN
HaCJIeOQHUK, HO €CJIM 9Ta Merepa TaK BHICOKO B30epeTcss — Xymo OyaeT HaM BCEM.

Korpma Taprcka cMa3saa LapaluHH 1[e1e0H0HM Ma3kbio, y Kuupuc 3y6s cBeso ot 6o1u. OHa
ITYMHO BBITTYCTHJIA BO3AYX CKBO3b 3yOHI, CXKajla KyJaKu C TaKO# CHUIIOH, YTO HOTTH BIIUIIUCH B
JTaIOHHU.

— TepnemnuBas, 3TO XOPOIIIO, — II0XBaJinja ee BrIepkKy Openana. — 3aBTpa U cliefia He
ocTaHeTcd. 51 CTOJIBPKO paH U LlapalllH Co CBoero [3iiHa BEHIBEIA...

OnHa MaxHyJla PyKOH, 3aTOPOIHJIach, COOMpPasi CBOM IOPIIKK 00PaTHO B MelodeK. Kuupuc Bce-
TaK¥ M3JIOBYUIIACH 3aTISHYTh € B I'Jla3a: TakK ¥ €CTh — CTajla YepHee YepHOH TyUH.

— 3To BCe U3-3a MPOKJIATUA? — OTBaXKMUJIaCh CIIPOCUTL MEUPUTHUHA.

— Ox. — Cepast TapuCKa MaxHyJla CYXOHBKOM PYKOH, MOMSTUIACh K ABepH, HO Kuupuc ycmena
nouMaTh ee 3a 3amnsacThe. — ['ope Hag BCeMU HUMM BUCHUT, pac’Maa’pa. Haxg Bcemu Hamu. Bee
IIOTOMY 4YTO KOpOJieBe B3IyMaJioCh 3aryIsifgbiBaTh 6oraM 3a muBopot. — OpemaHa cyeBepHO
CKpecTusa OOJIBIION U yKa3aTeIbHBIN ITaslbIlbl, TPUXKIOH OYHYJIAa Ha KaXKObIN [IepeKpecT.

Bonpine Kunpuc Tak HUYETro OT Hee B He mobuiack. MedpUTHHA eIlle OOJIT0 CUaesa B IIOTHOMN
TUIINHE, BOCKpellas B IaMATH OTTOJIOCKY KaXXA0ro CIIy4alHOIr0 ¥ He CJIy4alHOI'0 CJI0Ba.
CTano OBITh, IPOKJIATHE AENUCTBUTEJIFHO CYIIECTBYET HE TOJIBKO Ha SI3BIKE MPOCTOTO ona. Ho
peanbHO 11 oHO? Ecimu KoposieBa-MaTh He ObIJIa OCTOPOXKHA, 3arisggbiBasg B OCKOJIOK, OOHUM
0oraM M3BECTHO, YTO OHA MOTJIa TPOOYAUTE. A eCyii CaMOHA[EesIHHO MOIBITAIach 3aKII0YUTh
COEeNnKy C OOHUM Hu3 [I[peBHUX, TO IIPOKJISITHE BIIOJTHE MOXKET OBITh HACTOSIINM. B KOHITEe
KOHIIOB, IeHUCTBUTEINILHO 00Jiee, YeM CTPaAHHO, YTO K TPUALIATH I'OfaM y UMIlepaTopa A0 CUX
mop HeT HU ogHoro 6acTappa. Kumpuc nomoxkuna cebe He 3a0BITh IPU CTydae 00s13aTeIbHO
pa3y3HaTh, eciiu iU AeTu y PyHHa.

OHa BBICKOJIb3HYJIa U3 Kpeciia, KaK TOJIbKO O0MIb OT JIeYeHUT TapUCKHU noyTuxia. Cloxkuia Ha
code pa3bpocaHHbIE UMIIEPATOPOM Belfu. Ero py0Oallka IpUsSTHO Maxjia MyKCKUM TeJIOM U
IPEeBEeCHOU KOPOU, ¥ MOKPBIM IIOCJIE HOXKOA CyMepedYHHIM jiecoM. COBEPIIIEHHO MHOU 3anax, HI
KaIlIu He IOX0XKUU Ha 3anax Pacrepa.

[ToBunysAck uMIynscy, Kuupuc B3sina pyOuHOBLIM 00pyY, MOTjIafuiia naabliaMyu OCTPhIe Kpas
rpy00 orpaHeHHEIX pyOMHOB. B KaxkmoM cpese el MEPEIIUINCH TO TOPSIINe Ioposa, TO
TPO3[bsi BUCETLHUKOB, TO TPUyMManbHEIN KPUK ITOOEOUBIIIEH HITPE3CKOM apMHUU. DTOT
4eJoBeK IIprHec 00JIb CTOJIb MHOTHM, UTO OHA [OJI2KHa 6e30r0BOPOYHO Ipe3uparth ero. Ee
HATACKUBAJIM YHUUTOXKHUTE TO, YTO OH C TAKUM TPYOOM CO37asi. A OHa, BMECTO TOT'O, YTOOKI
IyMaTh O TOM, KakK OBl IOCKOPEee IPEeBPaATUTh KM3Hb UMIIepaTopa B KOUIMap, IPOaojIKaeT
yYNIBI0ATHCSI C €0 MEPHOTO MOCAITBIBAHUS.

Kuupuc ckunyna omexkny, OEICTPO, IIOKa He IlepenyMaia, HaTSHYyJa ero COPOYKY ¥ CAaMOJIMYHO
KOpOHOBasa cebs1 pyOMHOBEIM 00pyueM. B oTpakeHuu BCTABIEHHOTO B paMy U3 KPaCHOMH
KOCTHU KaKOT'0-TO XXMBOTHOT'O 3epKaJjla, Ha Hee CMOTpea co6a3HuTenbHas
BOCEMHAAIATUJIETHSIST MEUPUTHUHA — OUTSA [IepBhHIX, TeX, YTO UCIUIN KPOBEL O0T0B. U asnbie
pyOUHEI Tak IUIK ee 6arpsAHLIM I'Ta3aM, 4To Kunpuc nogmanack MUHYTHOM ciabocTu u
mpeAcTaBuia, KaKOBO OHO — OBITH KEHOU uMnepaTopa [siiHa, YeloBeKa, 3a JeCsATh 1eT
TMMOMYWHUBIIETO MHOXKECTBO TOCYAAPCTB M BOJILHBIX TOPOTIOB.

BEBITH €ro XeHOoli, a He CTaTh ero mOrube’bio.
«Ilypa, — BEIpyTanack KpoBoxanmHas unocrack. — Houomka».

— 3aTKHUCH, — MIEIOTOM IIPUCTPYHMJIAa CBOE OTPaxkKeHWe MeUpuTHuHaA. — 10, 4YTO Ta’spH
HaBCerza yTepsiH, He 03Ha4aeT, YTO 51 COBCEM He MOTy TeOsI KOHTPOJIMPOBATh.



«Tbl Xomeaa ckazams — HAC, — HAKOHEI-TO 00bsiBunack CobnasHurenvuuia. — Hemed ienHo
paszbyou amoeo camua u ycmpot emy owesomumeibHblll cekc. OH dce npocmo 8oniouw,eHue
cuavl u enacmu. boau, oH 8eaukoseneH! SI HapouHo dasa mebe nouyecmaeosams e20 cuiy, Ho
y mebs He xeamus0 yMd nodcmasumos emy 3a0HUUY uau xoms 6bl nopabomamso A3blKOM.
Mepmeeuam sce pagHo, Hapywuwlb Au Mmul obewaHue. 3amo Mbl MONHCEeM Cmamo
umnepampuueti scess Hampesckas umnepusi».

— He moxeMm. UMIiepaTopsl HE XKEHATCS Ha pac’Maa’pax.

Kuupuc cusina o0pyd ¥ IIOJI0XKHJIa €T0 Ha CBOOOOHYIO IIOAYIIKY OKOJo JI3iiHa. [Jaxke BO CHe
3TOT MYy2KYUHa BHITJIANE] HaCTOSAIMMM OeClomagHbEIM XUIITHUKOM: POBHBIN KPYITHBIN HOC,
TBepHasi TuHus ry0, ocTpeie, Oyaro 6puTBa, cKynbl. KopoTKass HUTKA IIIpaMa BIOOJIb IIPABOTO
BHCKa IIpsTanack rge-To B BOJIOCAX.

— A TloTok HHKOTIA He COuUT, — mpoirenTtana Kuupuc ogaumu rybamu. — Huuero He
3a0BIBaeT U He MPOoIIaeT.



I'’maBa naras

®pernaHa He coBpaja: Ha CIEAYOIIUY NeHb Ha JIulle IPaKTH4YeCKHd He 0CTaloCh CIIeN0B
ob11eHus ¢ KOpoyeBoii. A octanbHOoe KopTa yMeno cKphljla UCIIOJIb3ysl BCEr0 JIUIID MIETIOTKY
nynpsl. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO Ha TyaJleTHOM CTOJIMKe OKa3aJiCs LeJIbId apceHan
pa3Ho00pa3HbIX 6aHOYEK, OYTHIIIOYEK U KOPOOOYEK C KOCMETHUYECKUMHU IIPHUHAIIEeKHOCTSIMH,
Kuupuc He npuTpoHynach Hu K OOHOM u3 HuX. Pa3Be uTo HaHecsa Ha 3alsiCThd 110 KalJe
MacJjia [IBETOB Iepcuka. ApoMaT y MacJia ObIJT HA C YeM He CPAaBHUMEBIN: MSATKHUU U CIaAKWUM, HO
He ynymatomuii. Kpome Toro, pas u3 Bcex Maces 3[ecCh HaIlJIOCh TOJIBKO 3TO, 3HAYUT, TAKOBO
OBUIO MOXKeJaHue uMneparopa. Mim 9To IpocTo coBageHue?

Kuupuc Obinia yBepeHa, YTO HeCMOTPS Ha BCIO PACIIOJIOKEeHHOCTD [[9iiHa, 61ara He mOBaJIsITCS
Ha Hee U3 pora u3o00unus. KpoMe TOro, OHa ¥ TaK CTajla X035HKOM COOCTBEHHOM KOMHATH U
HEMHOTOCJIOBHOM pabriHu. KoTOpas, K ClI0BY CKa3aTh, JaXe Cliajla Ha KOPTO4YKax, Hallpoyb
OTKAa3aBIIIKUCh IpUIeYb X0Ts ObI Ha cody. M Bce ke, KOrfga yTpoM 3a Hell siBunack Cea u,
TIOKOPHO CKJIOHUB I'OJIOBY, IIepefana, YTO 3aBTPakK XKaeT ee, Kuupuc Bce paBHO youBuiachk. U
cpa3y OByM BelraM. Bo-miepBrix, ocye nopku Cea Oblyia 671eqHee CMEPTU U efBa AepzKajlach Ha
HOrax, HO KJIaHSJIaCh U30 BCeX CUJI HU3KO. BEIIO 1U B ee riia3ax packasgHue? BoBce HeT, nMuiib
3710CTb 6E3BICXOAHOCTH. KuupHc u He Kpaja, 4TO mopKa mpubaBuT el M00BH, 1a U caMa He
cobupasyiach My4YUThLCSI YI'PHI3EHUSIMU COBeCTU. HUKTO B 3mpaBoM yMe He PUCKHYIT OB
OCHYIIIaThCS UMIIEPATOPa, a YK ero JUYHOM 3Tape 3TO OOJIKHO OBITh U3BECTHO, KaK HUKOMY.
OHa moiy4uiia TO, YTO 3acjlyXKuBajla. BO3M0XKHO0, Yepe3 HECKONIbKO AHEeM 00JIb, HaKOHEI],
OTPE3BUT XKEHIINHY OT 3JIOCTHU, ¥ OHa MOWMET, YTO BUHUTH B CJIYUHUBIIEMCS CTOUT JIUIIb
COOCTBEHHYIO CaMOHA[IeTHHOCTh. XOTsI B HOOOOHOE ITPOCBETIIEHNE BEPUIIOCH C TPYHIOM.

A BOT BTOpas CTPaHHOCTH OFBLIa ellle ¥ 0YeHb HEOXKUAAHHON. ApaxaH, TPaguLMOHHO,
pacmoaraacs B OTHEeILHOM KphlJIe 3aMKa, ¥ 3aHHMMaJl ero C IIEPBOTO 110 ITOCJIETHUN 9TaxXK.
HanoXHUITE pegKo MOKUAaIu OTBeIeHHbIe UM IIPeNesIbl, U JINIIb 10 UCKII0YNTEIbHEIM
noBomaM. OOBIYHO, IO CIIy4Yalo CBOEH 0e3BpeMEHHOM KOHYUHEL. KynanbHu, KyXHs, 00eIeHHbIN
3aJ1 — BCe OBIJIO B IIPEeeTbHOM GJIM30CTH U NOCTYIMHOCTH. [laxke pac’Maa’pa, KakKoi OB OPOTOM
¥ 9K30TUYECKOM HAJIOKHUIIEH OHA HU ObLIa, OOJIXKHA IOTYMHSATHCS 3aBEeHHBIM IopsiaKam. B
TOM YMCJIe, CUIETh 3a OMHUM CTOJIOM C APYTUMM KEHIIMHAMM U3 apaxaHa. TO JOJI?KHO OBl
IIoKasaTh UM, YTO OHa TaKas JKe UTPyIIKa roOCIOOUHA, KaK M OHU, TOJIBKO B JOPOTOM OofekKae U
C COOCTBEHHEIMU ITOKOSIMH. T0, YTO MMIIEPATOP PaCIOPSAOUIICS UHaue, OBLIIO...
HeOoXUOaHHOCTHIO. [ImeHHulla-pac’Maa’pa — U BOPYT 3aBTpaKaeT OTHEeIbHO OTO BCEX, [a ellle U
He IPUKOJIOUYEHHAas Ha Uenb. [IpusgTHOe MCKII0YEeHNe, YTO U TOBOPUThH, HO OHO CTaBUJIO €€ 1o
elle OOVH ynap.

Cea Besna CBOIO CIIyTHUILY, 6ynTo 110 NabUpUHTY. DTapa efBa llepecTaBisaiia HOTH, II09TOMY Y
Kuupuc 6b110 IPeIoCTaTOYHO BpEMEHHU, YTOOB OCMOTPETHCS M HadaTh 3allOMUHATh. YeM
paHbIIle OHA CTAaHET OPUEHTUPOBATHCS B 3TEIIHUX XUTPOCIJIETEHUSIX JIECTHUI] U IIEPEXO0IOB,
TEM JIydIle.

MecTo, Kyfa IIpuBeia ee 3Tapa, paclojiarajioch BO BHyTPEHHEM OBope. 30ecCh yxKe OB
HAKPHIT CTOJI, HA OOHOM M3 CTYJIbEB JIeXKaja CKPOEHHAs M3 PhIKETO MeXa HaKUaKa — YTPO
BBIAAJIOCH IIPOXJIAAHBIM M BeTPeHBEIM. Ecnu Obl He HaBSI3YMBHIN JISI3T MeTalljla U YacTas pyraHb
BIIEPEMEINKY C TpuyMdaTbHEIMU BEHIKpUKaMu, Kuupuc Gvl MOYKUTanIa, 4YTO €CTh MPUAETCS B
TIOJTHOM OOWHOYeCcTBe. YeCTHO TOBOPSI, IIOCJIE BCEX TPEBOT IPEObIAYIIero HaChIIIIeHHOTO OHS,
OOUHOYECTBO U THIIMHA ObIIM OBl My4YHMIMM OJII0OIOM K 3aBTPakKy.

Ona o6epHYyJIach Ha 3BYK: HETIOAAJIEKY, IITarax B JBafllaTH, Ha MIPOCTOPHOU apeHe U3 IIEeCKa,
pasBnekasncs HacrnegHuk TeHu cOOCTBEHHOU ITepCcOHOM. IMeHHO pa3BieKascs, IOTOMY YTO
€T0 TPEHUPOBOYHHIH MOEOUHOK CPa3y MPOTHUB ABYX IIPOTHUBHUKOB 0OJIbIIe HAITOMHHAJ KaKOH-TO
XUTPOYMHBIN TaHell. Kuupuc HeBOJIBHO 3aCMOTPEJIach Ha IPOUCXOOAIee, KUBKOM
noGJiarogapuia IpefyCcMOTPUTeNbHYI0 KopTy, Korga paOuHs yKyTanla ee B MeX0OBYIO HAKUIKY.

— V¥ Bac 4T0, pyK HET? — PyHH JIOBKO HEIPHYJI IPOTUBHUKY IIOM PYKY, OOHUM KJIUHKOM
mapupoBal yoap, IPYruM — KOoHTpaTakosasl. [InaBHO 1 TouHO pyOaHysI 3aMeIIKaBUIerocs
MYKYMHY HauCKOChH IO Illee ¥ KOT/ia TOT 3alaTajics — 0e3 CoXkKaJIeHus, TMHKOM B I'DYAOb,
OTIIPABUJI BAJIITHCS B TPA3HOM necke. — C BamMu 1 peOeHOK CITpaBUTCS!

— 41 MOTY IPHUHECTH CTYJI, €CJIA TOCII0XKa XKeJjlaeT, — 6eCIIBETHBIM T'0JIOCOM TIPEIJIOKHUIIa
paoBIH.



— B 3TOM HET HEOOXOOUMOCTH, S CSIAY 3a CTOJI.

Kunpuc npunnocs 6yKBajbHO CUJION 3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 OTBEPHYTHCS. Ta, Apyras 94acThb, 9YTO
BIIafajia B 9KCTa3 OT OOHOTO JIUIIh IIPEAYyBCTBHUS XOPOIIel ApaKu, KOJIOTUIACh B KJIIeTKe ee
Cco3HaHus u TpeboBasia HeMenJIeHHO BEPHYTHCS, a ellle JIydllle — HaWTH [IOBOJ ...

— Kuupuc?

MelipuTuHA He yclena caesjiaTh KaKuxX-HUOyOb Iapy Maros, 4TOOH ceCcTh. PyHH BO3HUK IEpeN
He, CJIOBHO BBIHBIPHYJI U3 TEHU. 3aX0TEJIOCh HaxKe 00epHYTHCS U IPOBEPUTH, HE
TIOMEPEeIINIOCh JTU el, YTO MIHOBEeHMe Ha3aj OH OB Tak maneko? HUKTO He MOXKeT ABUTaThCs
Tak 6eicTpo. HukTo... KpoMe mepBoro yOUNITEI UMIIEPUH.

— Iobpoe yTpo, Hacnenuuk Tenu, u mycTb 60ru 61aroBonsaT Tebe. — «TOIBKO eCliu TH HE
3aiyMal CHOBa Pe3aTh ¥ IOTPOILIUTE>.

— Kaxertcs, g Besieql Ha3bIBaTh MEHS Py'HH, — HaAIIOMHMHIJI OH.

— IIpomry npoiteHus... PyHH. MHe TS2XKeJo IPUBEIKHYTh Ha3bIBaTh TeOs 0e3
IIPUINYECTBYIOIIEr0 TBOEMY II0OJIOKEHUIO TUTYJIA.

— TuTyn — 3TO BCero nuillb napa cioB. OT TOTO, YTO TBOM COGIa3HUTEJIBHEIN POTUK
ImepecTaHeT eTo MIPOU3HOCUTH, B MOEU XKU3HU, YBEPSI0, HUYEro He U3MEHUTCS.

K cuacTpio, OH OTCTYIIUJI, HO C HECKPhIBAEMEBIM WHTEPECOM HabOJIIomasn 3a TeM, Kak paObIHS
nomoriia Kumpuc cects, Kak nonpoboBaia U3 Kaxaoro 6ytofa 1 MOCIYIIHO ycenach Ha
TIOAYIIIKY OKOJIO HOT CBOEU XO3STHKH. MeUpPUTHUHY TaK U ITOAMBIBAJIO HAUTHU MOBOJ 3aCTAaBUTh
KopTy BcTaTth — OT BHUA HOKOPHOCTH 3TOU IOTPENIaHHON KU3HBIO NEeBYOHKMU COOCTBEHHAS
He3aBUOHAs y4acTh CTAHOBHUJIACH ellle IedyaabHee.

—4d TPEHUPYIOCE 30€Ch BpeMsi OT BpEMEHHU. — PYHH II0Ka3aJl Ha KJIMHKH, KOTOPEIE JepzKaJl
TTOOMBIIIIKON. — rO.TIOBOpe3aM, 3HaeIllb JIM, HAaBBIKU U HOXKH CJIegyeT 3aTa4ruBaTh €2XKE€IHEBHO.

«Cy0a no momy, ymo A sudesna, — KpoBoxKanHas UIIOCTaCh U3najga HU3KUN IOPTaHHBIN
PHIK, — 9mom 38epb 8 uded/bHol ¢popme. Foau, mbl 06513aHA €20 CNPOB8OUUPOBAMb, NOKA
amoeo He cOesana s!»

Kuupuc crnoTHyna, HafesiCh, YTO HUUEM He BhIfjajla CBOET0 BOJTHEHUsI. ECjiu 9Ta 9acTh AYIIN
peummuT 3asgBUTh O ce0e B IOJTHBIM I'0JIOC, TO HOCJIECTBUS MOTYT OBITH CAMBIMY TIJIaYE€BHBIMU.
He 3psa ke ee 6osamuch gaxe 3aKyTaHHbBIE B 3allIUTHYIO TeyPruio XKpuIlkl B Kepake.

— TwI TPEeBOCXOOHO Blageelllb CBOMMM HaBbIKaMHU, — OTO3Bajiack Kumpuc, 3actaBnsst cebs
CMOTPETH Kyfla YIOMHO, JTUIITL ObI HE Ha PYKOSTH KJIMHKOB. DTO TPEHUPOBOYHBIE MEYHU, U BPSII
JIM OHU MOTYT IPUYUHUTEL CEPhe3HBIN Bpe, HO €CIM OHAa COPBETCH C Ilelmu — PyHH He
pa3myMbIBasi IyCTUT B XOM OOWH U3 CBOMX HACTOSIIUX MeUel, C KOTOPBIMHU, €CJTH BEPUTH
cJIyxaM, fake B ITOCTEJIh JIOXKUTCSA. U Torma ee )XU3Hb COKPATUTHLCS A0 MTaphl B3TOXOB WU U
TOT'O MEHbIIIe.

— A TBI COBEPIIIEHHO HE YMeEIIb JIbCTUTh. — TeHEepPOKIEeHHBIM OTMaXHYJICS OT ee HeyKIIoXKeln
TIOXBaJIbI.

OH GecliepeMOHHO CTAIIMJI JJOMTHK CHIpa C TApeJIK{, TIOOMUTHYJI COOEeCEeqHUIE — U BePHYJICS
Ha apeHy.

— YeTBepo, — mpuKa3aa qOCTAaTOYHO I'POMKO. M ¢ HECKPBIBa€MBIM XBaCTOBCTBOM, TO0aBUIT: —
Xouy, yT0oOBI pac’Maa’pa yBuAesaa, KaKUM JIOBKUM U TOPSIYUM S MOT'Y OBITb.

B KpyT BHIIINIHK YeTBEPO 3MOPOBHIX BOMHOB — BCE 3aMETHO IIpeBocxonunu HacrnenHvuka TeHU u
pocToM, 1 BecoM. M IPOTUB UX TSAKEJIBIX MeYel U TOIIOPOB €ro KOPOTKHE KITMHKU Ka3aIuch
cymuMu 6e3menyIkaMy, TOOTHEIME pa3Be UTOo IIWHKOBATh BeTuuHy. U Bce ke or Kuupuc He
YKPBUIOCH 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO Ha JIUIlaX BOMHOB 9TOM UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOM apMuu. U KTo,
CKaXWTe Ha MUJIOCTD, HOJI?KEH ObITh UCITyTaH?

OHa HaWBHO moOJIaraja, YTO CMOXKET XOTsI OBl IEePEKYCUTh, IIOJIL3YSICh TEM, UTO PYHH yBIIedeH
IIpUOyMaHHOU UM caMuM 3abaBoii. [lake mofuenuiia Ha BUJIKY IPUCHITAHHBEIA OYIITMCTHIMHI
TpaBaMu JIOMTHUK PBIOGE. Ho cToumo PyHHY OTOATh MPUKa3 HaUWHATL — U T'OJIOM, PAaBHO KakK BCE



mpoyne MoTpeOHOCTH, OTCTYIWIN Ha 3aJHUM IJIaH.

TeHepOXKOEHHBIU OBUTAJICS MONO0HO PYyYbi0: MITKO, IIJIaBHO U HeyaepzkuMo. Kuupuc cpasy
0TKa3aJjiach OT IIOIBITOK YCIEOUTD 3a €r0 HoraMu u pykamu. Ka3amoch, B 9TOM CyXOM
IOAKapoM TeJjie HET HU eOUHOM KOCTH, OOHU JIUIIb PedIIeKCH U UHCTUHKTHL. Huuero us Toro,
yTo HacriegHUK TeHU IPOJeIIbiBajl CBOMMU KIUHKaMU, OBIJIO HeAOCTYIIHO IIPOCTOMY YeJIOBEKY.
Ila ¥ OTIIPBICKY TEHEPOKAEHHBIX TOXKE, XOTh 3a 9TUMHU MIMHHOYXUMH 3aKPENujIach PernyTaius
UCTUHHBIX aKpo0aToOB M TPIOKAYeHu.

CrepBa OH IIPOCTO 3arOHAJ BCeX YeTBEPHIX, BEIHYKIAsI X Pa3 3a Pa30M IIPOMAaXHUBATHCS U
menaTh omuOKu B 000poHe. [Ipa3Hui, u3meBasics, KaK ChiTas KOIIKa Haj 0eCIIOMOIITHBIMU
MermamMu. [TOAIyCTUT — M CHOBA YXOOUT, OTKPHIBAsICh, CIIOBHO O®I TOBOpPSi: «Hy XKe, Temepb-To
KOMY-TO M3 YeTBEpPLIX TOYHO II0OBE3EeT CO MOM ITOKBUTATLCSI». M1 OHM BCe CUIIbHEee, BCe
OTUasTHHee BTSTUBAINCh B UTPY, IPUHUMAs HaBsi3aHHBIE ITPaBUIIA.

A kKorma 6axBanbCTBO €My Hafioesio, PyHH ITPOCTO pa3MeTall BCIO YeTBEPKY, CIIOBHO KOTST.
Urpa B «moriMariTe MEHS, €CJTM CMOXKETe», M3MOTaJIa 3MOPOBSIKOB TaK, 4T0 HacnemHUKY TeHU
BCEro-To ¥ TpeboBanoch TpUyMdanbHO NOKOIOTUTh UX TYIIBIMU I'PAaHSIMU KJIMHKOB U OTIIPABUTH
Ba/lIATHCS Y HETO B HoraxX. U mpu 3ToM PyHH gake He 3ambixajics. Pa3Be 4TO cjerka BCIIOTE]I,
HO Ka3aJICS IIeJINKOM [OBOJIbHBIM IPOU3BENEHHEIM 3G dHerTOM.

«Kmo-mo doasiceH ycmpoums emy 836yuKy, — CHOBa HamoMHumna o cebe KpopoxamgHasa. — Tbi
Jice 8uOUWb, YMO 3acpaHely, NPocmo Hanpawusaemcs?»

HeTt. Het. HeT!

Kuupuc neitanack o6y3maTh ee, HO [eBUYOHKA U IIPU KU3HU Oblila CIUIIKOM IUKON U
HETIOKOPHO¥, a mocJjie putyana CKOBRIBAHUS MOYUHSIIACE JIUIIb ITIOTOMY, YTO HE MOTJIa
IIPOTUBUTHCS XO3s51MKe TaspHa. Telneps ke, yBUAEB HOCTOMHOIO TPOTUBHUKA, 3aBeJIach C I0JI-
obopoTa, u Kunprc octaBasoch JIUIIb OHITAThCS COXPAHUTh TO HEMHOTOE, YTO ellle
TIOMYUHSJIOCH €€ Pa3yMy.

MeﬁpHTI/IHa TOAHSsJIacCh, IOBeJIa IJledaMU, CKUIbIBas TSXKeJIbil MeX. B Tene mosiBuiIach
IIpusgTHasA, 3HaKOMasd JIETKOCTh, KaK GYJ:[TO BCe 3TO BpeMsd OHa HOCHJIa HEIIOCUJIPHYIO HOIY, a,
n30aBUBIINCEH OT Hee, B IIOJTHOU Mepe OIyTHhuJIa KaKOYI0 MEBIIIIITY.

— BuKy, mTamke moHpaBUIach MOSI UTPa, — CJIOBHO HAPOYHO Ioanpa3HuBai PyHH. He rasams,
IIMHKOM TI0[ 3aJ BEITYPUJI C apeHHI IIOCJIEQHETO HECYACTHOT'0, Pa3BeJl PyKH, Ipenjaras
IeByILIKe IPUCOEOUHUTCSH.

Heyxenu ee XenaHue Tak 0O4E€BUTHO?

Kunpuc orbpocuna atu meiciiu. Eciu KpoBoxkaaHo# He maTh KelaeMoro, Ta BCe paBHO
BO3BMET CBO€, HO C Kya GOJIbIIIMMHU Pa3pPyIIUTEeIbHEIMU ITOCTIEACTBUSIMU. [1lepecTynuT uepes3
qyXKue XXU3HU — U He IOMOPIIUTCA. A ceiigac 3Ta UIIoCcTach OOIbIIe BCETO Ha CBeTe XKejaa
3apaTh XBacTyHy Tpenky. U Kuupuc HaynHana HpaBUTCS 9Ta 3aTesi. BO3MOXKHO, IIOIy4YUB II0
camoio06uio, HacnegHUK TeHU CTAaHET Pa3roBOPUYUBEE?

— 4 He urpato B urpywku, PyaH. — Kuupuc nepemnrarayia 3a KOPOTKUM KaMEHHBIH O0PT
apenbl. CKuHyna TyGiu, He 6e3 HaclaKAeHus IIorpyzKasi CTYIIHHU B XOJIOOHBIN IECOK.
KpoBoxkamgHyio IpUBE3IX OTTyAa, e JIoAel 3a4urHalii BO JIbAY U B JIe[ Ke OTIIPaBJISLJIU II0CJIie
cmepTH. Xonom OB el CJIOBHO Ha3BaHHLIN OTEll.

— 91 ToKe, HO, BUOUIIb IX, THI CIIUIIIKOM OYapoBaTesIbHA, YTOOH MOPTUTH TeOS cliemaMu Halllel
UTPHL.

— Wy 4TOoOk ITO3BONIUTH MHE OCTaBUTh CJIedbl MOETO MacTepCTBa Ha TBOEM JIUIle, a?
BernocuexHasi 6pOBb TEHEPOXKIEHHOTO BOIIPOCUTEIBHO HaJIOMUJIACD.

— Bemmu, KoTOphIe TH Ile0evelnsb, IITAlllKa, IIPOCTO yCaama Ajis MOUX yiuei. Trl yBepeHa, 4To
XOUeIllb TOTO, HAa YTO BOCXUTHUTEILHO HAIlPAIlINBAEIILCS?

— Ilo3Bonb MHe TOKa3aTh — U y Tebs1 OOJIbIlle He OCTAaHeTC s BOIIPOCOB.

PYHH JIMIID IIIEeJIKHYJI IIaJIbIIaMH, a BBEIIIKOJIEHHBIE pa61>1 Y2Ke HeC/Ih OpyXKHue: OJINHHbIe MeYH,



KOpPOTKHUE MeuH, cabmu, KWHKaabl. Kuuprc BeIOpasia JEeTKUH 4y Th U30THYTHIM KIMHOK IOIOHOB:
JIeTKUU ¥ TOHKMM, TAKOW OCTPHIM, YTO HUM MO2KHO HAIIIMHKOBATH Nafalollui Bonoc. s
BEPHOCTHY OHA IOTpOTajia ero 60JBIINM MMaTbIleM: KOXKa TPECHYJIa, BHITYCTHIA TTapy Kamneib
KpoBU. Kuupuc c HaciaXXOeHUueM CJIM3HYyJa COJIEHYIO Bary, 3aXkKMypHuach.

DTO He OHA, HO ceryac el XoueTCs OBITh APYTroM: MEBYOHKOM, YTO B OBAAIIATD JIET
KOMaHIOBaJIa 1eJIol apMuel U He 3Halla IIPOUTPHIIIAa HU B OMHOM OuTBe. JIUIEL B TOH, rae
nobenunu OB pa3Be 4TO GOTH.

— He Bo3paxaernb, ITaKa, €CIIU I YPaBHSIO ITAHCH? — PyHH B351J1 TOYHO TAKOU XKe
I0IOHCKMY KJIMHOK. B3Becun ero B 1aloHM, OCKanIUIICs, He 6e3 yOOBOJILCTBUS HabIII0nas 3a TeM,
KaK ero COIepHUIIA CJIM3BIBAET C Hajbla JOPOKKY KPOBU. — Kakum 6oraM MHE TTOMOIUTHCS,
Kuupruc, uTo6s1 BEepHYTh BPEMS BCIISIThH U He Be3TU Tebst B Mepon? [IbsIBOJ, THI CIIUIIIKOM
co0Jla3HUTe IbHA, YTOOH 3alIpPeT ero UMIIePaTOPCKOM 3aAHUIIL YIEePKUBAI MEHs Ha
PaCCTOSTHUH H...

MetipuTuHa He gana eMy 3aKOH4YHUTh. [loTpe6GoBasics NI OJWH PHIBOK U BHITA[, KOTOPHIHM
PyHH, oxugaemo, 6e3 Tpyma nmapupoBai. OT BTOPOT0 OH YIIeJ C TAKOH XKe JIETKOCThIO, HO Ha
TPEeThEM HACJIeHUKY MIPHUIIIOCH KPYTO MOBEPHYTHCI — ¥ KUMPUC BOCIOIb30BaJIaCh CUTYaLUH,
KOTOPYIO caMa ke u co3mana. OHu 00MeHSIINCDH IIapol CKOJIb3SIIUX YIapOB, COIIINCEH Haf
CLIeIJIEHHBIMU TapaMu, Oblllla IPYT OPYTY B JIHIla C a3apTHOM 3710CThI0. Pa3omniuck — U CHOBa
CXJIECTHYJINCH, BEIY2KUBAs OPYT M3 APYyTa Ipefesl BO3MOXKHOTO.

OH noplenui ee caMbIM KOHYUKOM KJIMHKA, OHa CKOJIb3HYyJIa II0 HEMY BCeU pexXyIen
KPOMKOH.

Pa3zomuuiuchk, C1oBHO 6€3yMHBIE XyOOXKHUKH, HAC/TazKaasiChb CBOUM JUKUM HCKYCCTBOM.

— KpacuBas, ropsdasi — U OllacHasi. — PyHH IMOKOCHUJICSI Ha CPE3aHHBIHM ITOYUTH Y CAaMOTO Ijievda
PYKaB COpoUYKH, 0€3 COKaleHus 0TOPBAJl ero, 06Haxasi YBUTYIO PA3HOIIBETHEIM PYIITH
MYCKYJIHUCTYIO PYKy. — C001a3HUTEIbHO HEeNOCTYIIHAS IITalllKa.

Ero B3rIsM CKOIB3HYII II0 KPyTOMY 6eipy, KOTOPOe BHITJISABIBAJIO U3 Pa3pe3aHHOH 0 caMoro
110sICa TYHUKHU.

— TrI 3aroBapuBaelb MHEe 3yObl, YTOOH HE TPOJOJIZKUTL UTPY, B KOTOPOH IIPOUTPaeIih? —
Kuupuc nepexBaTuia pa3opBaHHYIO TKaHb, 3aApasa [0 Tajluy, epess3aB Ha 00Ky. Bor Tak,
Teleph HUYTO He OyeT CKOBLIBATh ABUXKEHUS. ECTh TUIIL €€ KOXKa, TPUKPHITas KPOXOTHEIM
KJIOYKOM TKaHU Ha 6egpax — U XOJIOTHBIN CEIPOM BETED.

— Borocy, niTalka, g y>Ke Ipourpasn, — YXMEBIIBHYJICS OH, u300pazxkas HeuTO OTHaJIeHHO
HallOMHUHAIOIee packasHue.

Eif HpaBUJICS €ro APa3HSAIIUM B3TJISI: ODHOBPEMEHHO ¥ MAHSIIWH, M OCTOPOXKHBIH,
IIPOH3UTEILHBIN U KamHbl. HacnemHUK TeHM 0OMOJIBUIICS, YTO UMIIEPATOP 3aIPETUII
IIPUKACAThCS K Hel, Ho PyHH oT4asiHHO OOPOJICS C XKejlaHueM HapyIIuTh 3amnpeT. Kak
pebeHOoK, XOOuI BOKPYT CJIaIKO MaXHYIIEeTro MUPora ¥ OTYAaTHHO MCKAJ TOBOA HAPYIIUTH
3anpeT HeB3Upas Ha rapaHTUPOBAHHYIO B3OYUKY.

— I'me THI Hay4YMIaCh TaK MPEBOCXOIHO BIIAJETh KIMHKOM? — TeHEepOXKIEeHHBIN CHOesa
OoOMaHHEIM BBHITIA[, HE [aB el BpeMeHH coOpaThCs II0CJIe KOPOTKOI'O IIepepriBa Ha OOJITOBHIO.

Kuupuc ycrnena yuTH ¢ THHUHM aTaK¥, HO KOHYUK €ro KJIWHKa BCe XKe MOALENUI TYHUKY 0
TpyObio. B mpopexe mokKa3anach TOHKAS, Majo YTO CKPBIBAIOIAS TKaHb KOPOTKOM HUXKHEN
COPOYKHM, KOTOPAs JIUIIb Ha TI0JI JIANOHU HUXKe IPUKPHIBAIa rpynb. Kuupuc mousina, 4o
KpacHeeT, KOTAa B IJ1a3ax JIOBKOTO PyHHa IMOSIBUJICS MJIOTOSIIHBIN OJIECK, @ caM OH
HeOBYCMBICIIEHHO OOIU3HYII I'yOHI.

«Xeamum neped Hum ugecmu, caabayka! — npukpukHyna Kposoxaghuasa. — Cnepea
nokascem, 4mo u njieHHuUubl Mo2ym 3adambs mpenky camosntobieHHomy yb.a100Ky!»

Kuupuc moutu pusudecku oIlyiiana, YTO HeCMOTPS Ha BCIO MTOKA3HYI0 arpecCcuio, 3TOT
MyXK4YMHa OIIpee/IeHHO IIPUBJIeKaeT caMyl0 TEMHYIO U caMy!o HeoOy3OaHHYI0 4acTh ee OyIIIH.
HpaBucs 11 OH el B TOM CMEICJIE, B KAKOM MY’KYHHA MOKET HPABUTCS KeHIuHe? JIUb
oTtuyacTu. Ho mputskeHue O6BIJI0O HACTOMBKO CHJILHBEIM, UTO U caMa Kuupuc He yCcTosjia nepeq
c0o0/1a3HOM XOTh HEMHOT'0, HO YCTYIIUTh. M TTOGUTHL XUTPEIla eT0 Ke OPyRUEeM — JIyJIITuH



cnocob yrepeTs eMy HOC. IIyCTh OHU U He paBHBIE IPOTUBHUKY, ¥ 00a 3HAIOT, YTO
MMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHBIN OMTACHBIM TaHEI] JIUIIL UT'Pa B IIOAOaBKH, € eCTh 4YeM YOUBUTD
IJIMHHOYXOTO.

— 4 mHOTO Yero yYMeEI0, HaCJIeOHUK Py'HH, — OTBETHJIa OHa, HAPOYUTO MEeOJIEHHO CTaCKHuBasid
TYHHKY C OOHOTIO IIjie4da. OronuThCS 10 CaMOT'0 HUXKHETO 6enbs ObIIO OBI CIIMIIIKOM
IIpencCKa3yeMo, HO 3aTO IIOJNYIIPUKPBITAsA HAaroTa 3aCTaBUT TEHEPO2XKIOEHHOI' 0O OJyMaTh He O
II0eguHKE, a O TOM, 4YTO CKPhEIBA€TCA 3a TEMHX HEMHOIMMHU KJIOYKaMH OOEZKObI, KOTOPEIE HE
yaaJioCk OOCTATh €ro Mevdy. He xXene3HHIN K€ OH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. — MHOTHMe MOU HaBBIKU
CIIPATAHBI TaK 1"J'Iy6OKO, YTO UX HEBO3MOXKHO YBUI€Th C TAKOT'O PACCTOAHHSA.

OHa HapOYHO OYEPTHUIIA B3TSIAOM AUCTAHITAIO MEXKAY HUMU — ¥ IIePBOM IOIIIa Ha
cONMMXKeHue.

OHU CHOBa CXJIECTHYJIUCh, Ha 9TOT pa3 Kyaa Msarde. Kak gBe XUITHBIX KOIIKY B IIEPUOL CITyYKH:
MBICJIEHHO pBIYaid APYT Ha ApPyra, OTYETIHBO OCO3HAaBasl, YTO UM IIOMMPOCTY HEKyda AeThCs
Opyr oT gpyra. Kuupuc mo3sonuiia PyHHY BeCcTH, Imar 3a 1maroM OTCTyIIast K CaMOMy Kparo
apeHEl, YTOOH! B IIOCIeTHUN MOMEHT chejlaTh 0OMaHHLIN GUHT, 3aCTYIUTh €My 3a CIUHY,
OOHOBPEMEHHO CKOJIb3HYB MEUYOM II0 COPOYKe Ha ero rpyau. Kyns6uT OblI Jajieko He
UOeaibHBIM, ¥ TaKOW yMeJbIN BOWH, KakK PyHH, He MOT He yramaTh 3JIeMeHTapHYIo0 yII0BKy. Ho
HaCJIEeOHUK OXOTHO IIOAAaJiCs, IIOBEPHYJICS, PHIBKOM CHEPHYJ pa3BajIMBUIYIOCS Ha IBe
TIOJIOBUHKY COPOYKY, 0OHAXKASICh IO CAMBIX IIITAHOB.

Tsxeno geitita, Kuupuc oTcTynuna eme Ha IIar, YTo0bl AUCTAHIUSA MEXKIY HUMHU XOTh HEMHOTO
OCTyOUJIa ee BCIBIXHYBIIME meku. OH ObIJTI COBCEM He TaKHUM, KaK OpaThsi: He MOIIHOE
crnoxeHue [sfHa U He aTjieTuuecKas rpamus Pacnepa. OH ObIJT TOOKaPHIM U Xy[OIIaBbIM, HO
KPENKUM U CYyXUM, KaK MOJIOO€ AePEBO, KOTOPOE yKe YCIIeJI0O HapaCTUTh HETTPOOUBaeMYyI0O
Kopy. PymITu KpacHOT0, 4epHOT0, CepedpUCTOTO LIBETA IIOKPHIBaIKu 00€ ero pyKu, HUZKHIOIO
YacTh XKUBOTA U IPSATAIKUCh 3a IOSICOM CUMSIINX efBa JIX He Ha KOCTOYKaX IIITAaHOB.

WUpeanpHOo TafKas cMyTias Koxa Obljia JIMIIb KOe-Toe MCIIOpYeHa YPOOJIUBEIMY IIpaMaMu. Mx
OBIJIO TOPa3d0 MeHbIle, yeM y []9iiHa, Ho Kuupuc He coMHeBanach, 4To HacnemHuk TeHu enBa
71 MeHblle 6paTa mob6riBaj B 6010. [IpocTo PyHH BoeBajl MHaye: B TEHU U IIENOTE, B BhIJIa3Kax,
T7ie B KyIle ¢ HeGOJIBIITNM OTPSOM BEPHBEIX BOMHOB 0€3 eQUHOI'0 3ByKa IIPOCAYUBAJICS B
HEMOKOPHLIU TOpof.

Kuupuc Tpsxayna romoBod, u30aBisisichk OT MBICITIEH, KOTOPHIE IIPeBpalliaii ee BOMHCTBEHHYIO
UIIOCTaCh B KPOBOXKaMHYIO Qypuio. PyHH — Bcero nuiilk PyHH, BTOpasi TonoBa MepoacKoi
TUADPH], ¥ €T0 PYKW, TOUYHO TaK JKe, KaK U PyKu OpaTheB, B KPOBU II0 CAMEIE IIJIEYH.

— TrwI ycTana, nramka? — I[Ipo3pauHo-ceprili B3ran HacnenHrKa TeHU HEIBYCMEBICTIEHHO
6IyKOas 1o ee OroJieHHOMY Ijieuy. — He cTaHy CKpHIBaTh, YTO MHE [I0 CMEPTU XOUEeTCS
ITPOAOIKUTD BHIY2KMBATh TBOE COOJIA3HUTEJIBHOE TEJIO U3 ITUX TPSIMIOK.

— IDaxke BOIIPEKH 3ampeTy uMmepaTopa? — Kunpuc, HaKoHeIl, BHIOXHYJIA U YCUIUEeM BOIIH
npucTpyHuiia KpoBoxkagHyio IeBYOHKY. — $1 Cibllana, y Te0s HeBsTh XKU3HEeH, HO Mapo4Ky THI
yxke oTman KoCTsiBOM, TaK CTOUT JIM PUCKOBATh OCTABIIIUMUCS, YTOOLI IOCATUTH CTAPIIIEMY
oparty?

JTOT ymap OH TOYHO He OBbIJI TOTOB HU ITAPUPOBATh, HU MPUHATE. [I0TOMY YTO TTPOTHUB
SIIOBUTOTO IIONHAYMBAHKS TEHEPOXKIEHHOTO He cIlaciia Obl ¥ caMasi KPemnKasi Teyprudeckas
OpoHS.

Bes mpucmoTpa KpoBoxkaHoii, oHa Gbllia ¥ B IIOJIOBUHY HE TaK IIPEedyCMOTPUTENbHA, I03TOMY
make He TBITAsach yrajaTh eTo Ccleayiollee ABHXeHWe. PyHH MPuUGIU3UIICS K Hel,
TUIIHOTU3UPYS B30EUIEHHBIM B3TJISA0M, IPUCIYCTUII TYHUKY CO BTOpOTO meda. OHa He
IpOoTUBHUJIACh, Korfa HacmenHuk TeHu oToOpa y Hee KJIMHOK U OPOCHI KyH4a-To 3a CIUHY, a
TIOTOM IIOTJIAAHUJII €€ TI0 00HAKEHHOMY JKHUBOTY. IIpUXBaTHUII TTaIbllaMi KPOXOTHBIM KaMeIleK B
MIyIIKe, CKOCHUII B3TJISIM, JTI00YSICh TeM, KaK K0XKa KEePTBhI ITOKPLIIACh MypPaIlIKaMH.

— 4 3Hato, 4TO TH Aenaellnb, Kuupuc, — npoutentan PyHH el Ha yXo0. — [Ipa3HUIIbL KaXkKa0ro
u3 Hac. 3auemM? Bo3MOXKHO U3 JKEHCKON HATYPHl 00J1afjaTh Cpa3y BCEM, JaXKe €CJIM 9TO MPETUT
TBOEMY LIeJIOMyOPEeHHOMY CO3HaHuI0. Bedsb TE Xopoiias AeBOo4YKa, Aa, pac’Maa’pa? Xopomas,
HO XKaJiHas ¥ pacyeT/jHuBasd. 3aueM OrPaHUYUBATHCSI OOHUM MYKUYMHOU, €CJIIU MOXKHO UMETh
cpa3y Tpex?



OH He maj el OTBETUTDL — OIIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIeHH, IIPOIIEJICS TeIJILIMHU JIaflOHSIMH 110 OOKaM.
Kuupurc 6e33By4YHO BEIOOXHYJIA, KOTTla TEHEPOXKOEHHBIN MSITKO CKOJIb3HYJI SI3LIKOM I10 Kparo
IIyTKa, MOAIEnny Ty0aMu yKpallleHue, MMOTSIHYJI, TPaKTUYeCKU He OCTAaBUB €U CUJI COepXkKaTh
cToH. ET0 TafoOHM ONyCTUINUCEH HUXKe, IorTaguny oOHaKeHHbIe 6egpa. IIpocTas u IouTH
HEeBUHHAS J1acKa, HO JKapa B AbIXxaHuu PyHHa OBIJIO MOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI ITO €€ TeJIy PacTeKIach
corpeBaroiias ciaboCTb.

— Vutu, Kunpuc, HUKTO U3 HaC He 3aX04YeT OeJIuTh TeOs C OCTaIbHBIMU. Y Hac U 6e3 TOro
TIPEJOCTaTOYHO IIOBOMOB XKeJlaTh APYT APYT'y cKopeliei cMepTu. [TosaToMy, ecnu yxK Tebe Tak
xo4etcsi... — OH IOJIOXKWII JIaOHb Ha BHYTPEHHIOIO YacTh ee 6expa, OOTBIIUM HaableM OTBEeJ
B CTOPOHY TOHKYIO TKaHb. — [IpHUAeTCcs UrpaTh B KOIIKKU-MBIIIKU. YBEpPEeHa, YTO X0Yelb
PHUCKHYTBL?

On CKOJIB3HYJI ITaJIblIeM MeXKNY CKJIagKaMMt HUXKHUX Fy6, OCKaJIUJICA.

— Boru BceMoryIue, HUKOTAa He BUEN, YTOOB XKEeHIIWHA Obllla TaKoM riagkoi! HamoXKHUIED
B apaxaHe Yero TOJILKO He [IelaloT, YTOOL BEIBECTH KaXKbIH BOJIOCOK, a ThI CJIOBHO HaCMeIIIKa
Hapg ux moTyraMu. Mosi ciagkasi ImTallka, OTHIMeTh Tebst OyOeT HacTOSIIUM 0J1aKEeHCTBOM.

Ero mormazxkuBaHue OBIJIO HEP3KUM M OCTOPOZKHBIM, U OH U3[aJjl JOBOJILHBINA CMEIIIOK, KOTaa OT
BHE3aIlTHOTO MPUIMBA yHOBOJIBCTBUSA Kunpuc 3agpozkaiia U eqBa He PyXHYyJa Ha KOJIEHH.

— YTo Takoe, pac’'mMaa’pa? — usgeasncs PynH. — TonbKo He rOBOPH, YTO UMIIEpPATOPCKas
3aHUIIA He COM3BOINII JazxKe IIPHUIackaTh Te0sa? Monuuirs? [I9¥WH ITOMHBIN KPEeTHH.

Kuuprc 3Hama, 9T0 PUCKYET CIIUIITKOM MHOTHUM. UTO ellle MrHOBeHUEe — U nanel] Hacrmegumka
TEeHH MOJAPUT JIaCKy, IPOTUB KOTOPOM OHa OymeT GecrioMoIIfHa.

IToaToMy, ITOKa He IIO3HO U BCe He PYXHYJIO B TapTapapsl...

OHa 3amycTuiia najabllbl B €70 B3bePOLIeHHEIE BOJIOCH], CXKajla B KyJlake, BRIHYKOas
HacnmegHuKa TEHU OTOPBATHLCS OT PA3TJISIABIBAs €€ MeXAy HOT. [IJITUHHOYXUM I'POMKO, KaK KOT,
(BIPKHYJI, HO BEIPLIBATHCS HE CIEIIUII.

— I'me Mol TaspH, PyHH? — cIipocujia TPOMKHUM HIEIIOTOM.

Ha 3TOT pa3 TeHepoXKIOEeHHBIN TPOMKO 3aJIMBUCTO PACCMESIJICS — U IeAPO LIJIEITHYJI e€e 10
3amHulle. Kumpuc oxHya He CKOJILKO OT CHUJIBI yapa, CKOJIBKO OT IIOJIOCHYBIIETO 110 yIlaM
pas3BpaTHOI'O 3ByKa.

— Taxk BOT [Jisg 4ero ObIJIM 9TH UTPHL, nTamka? — OH BCTal Tak, YTOOB UX Tela
COIIPUKACAJIUCH, IIPU 9TOM HEOBYCMEBICTIEHHO 3aJI0KUB PYKM 3a cliuHy. — C 4ero THI pelunia,
YTO I KOJUIEKIIMOHUPYIO OUIEHHUKY HaTOKHUIL?

— TaspH cIoManu IPUXBOCTHU KOPOJieBE-MaTepu. OH OB y HUX, KOTOa MEHS Be3JIM B 3aMOK
TyMaHOB.

— 41 3abpas y moraHIeB MITAIIKY, @ HE ee 30JI0TYIO KJIeTKy. 51 BooOIe o0 KOHIIa He TTOHUMAIO,
YTO 3TO 3a OIIEHHUK U B YeM ero CcyTbh. Tl — CKOBaHHasi. — PyHH BCe-TakKM He yOepzKajcs U
TIOTIaAUJI TOHKHUH IIIpaMy Ha TOpJjie MEeHWPUTUHBI. — 3HAYUT, Te0sT yOUIHM — ¥ BOCKPECHUJIH.
TToHSATHUS He UMeIo, [JI YeTo 3TO menaeTcs. [Iyph U3 Bac TakK, UTO JIH, BEIKOJIQYWBAIOT?

Kuupuc 3agymunBo n3dydaia ero nuno. Het, He moxoxke, 4TOOB AIMHHOYXUY Bpasl. B KoHIlE
KOHIIOB, foragka, 6ynTo TaspH y Hero, C caMoro Hauasna Oblyia CIUIIKOM cMenoii. C TakKuM xKe
ycrexoM ero Mor 3abpath Paciep — BOT yK KTO TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO OHA TaKoe U IJIs 4ero Tak
BaXKeH TPEKJISATHU OUIEeWHUK.

— Be3 TtaspHa s Bcero nuinb 060m0uka, CKOBaHHAas OPEBHEN Teypruei ¢ TpeMs 3abIyaimmuMu
oymamu. — [IpaBpma nu 910? Otyactu. Ho Gonbintee HacnemHUKY 3HATH U He HykKHO. He oT Hee
— TakK yXK TOYHO. — TaspH noMoraeT UX KOHTPOJIMPOBATE.

— A erme 6e3 Hero ¥ KJII0Ya, HUKTO He CMOXKEeT BJIafieTh 3TOM XMMepOol eTnukoM 0e3

OoCTaTKa, — BPE3aJiCs B UX PA3roBOp xJecTKui ronoc KoposeBr-MaTepu. — A eciiu OHa camMa
CHUMET Ta’spH, To OymeT MpUHAaIIeXaTh JUIllh cebe U CMOXKeT caMa BeIGupaTsh. M camoe
BaxkKHOe: K Hell BepHeTcs cuna IlepBhix. Ta, Ipy IOMOIIHM KOTOPOH OHU CO3MaBaii MHOXKECTBA
MHUPOB B 3epKajie Mupa. 51 HU4ero He yImycTuia, XuMmepa?



«JIumre TO, YTO MBI K€ UX U pa3pyliaiu», — MBICJIEHHO OTBeTuna Kunpuc, a BCiIyX IOCIIyIIHO
CcKasana:

— Bce BEPHO, KOpPOJIEBa.



I''maBa miecrasi

Pyun 3a6pan n3 pyk KopTel Mex0ByI0 HAKUIKY U caM yKyTan B Hee Kuupuc. Meliputuna
noGJiarofgapuia ero B3rJISOoM, CTapasich faxKe He CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY KOpoJieBHL. Ta,
HeB3Kpas Ha CIOKOUHEIM TOH Gecendrl, pa3Be YTO He MeTajla MOJIHUH.

— TwI gan aToi... — KoposyieBa-MaTh B IOCJIEOHUE MOMEHT 3alIHYJIach, CIEeNHIa I'yosl, OYOTO
0osi7Iach, YTO HEIPUITUYECTBYIOIIEE ee CTATyCy CII0BO BCE-TAKW BEHICKOUMT U30 PTa. — THI Aa
IJIEHHUIIE OpYXKHUe?

Barnsapm KoposieBhl TepeMecTHusica Ha KIWHKY, KOTophle PyHH Kak pas3 nmomobpar u3 necka, u
pasTasaObBall Tak, OyATO YBUIE] UX B COBEPIIEHHO UHOM CBETE.

— Ian, maTtymka. — Ero orBeT OblsT HeOpexXHBIM. — W make mO3BOMUII pac’Maa’pe MOJOUTH KO
MHe Ha pacCTosTHKE yaapa. TOIbKO He TOBOPH, YTO TH OBl 3a/IMBajiaCh TOPIOYUMH CII€3aMH TI0
cIIy4alo Moel 6e3BpeMEeHHON KOHYHUHEI.

— Tl 3abrIBaellbcst, PyHH.

— MHe ceoBa’jio yrnacTh Ha KOJIEHU M 00JI00bI3aTh ITOMIOJI TBOETO BOCXUTUTEIBLHOTO IINTAaThsI?
CTpaHHO, YTO OHO He U3 YeJIoBeYhel KOxKU — Tebe OBII0 OBl OYEHb K JIUITY.

KoporneBa-MaTh IPOCTHO CIIeIiIa PYKHM B 3aMOK. B ee B3rjisifie SCHO YUTAJIOCh XKeJlaHue
OTXJIECTATh AEP3KOI'0 ChIHA IO IIfeKaM, U JIMIIb ITPUCYTCTBUE ITOCTOPOHHUX TIOAeH yIepzKuBaIo
ee OT BOIJIOIIEHUS 3TOH CTOPOHLI «MAaTEePUHCKOM TI00Bu». YTO XK, ITI0X0XKE, CO CpemHel
«TOJIOBOM» THUApPA OIpefieIeHHO He B nany. MHTepecHO, moyemy?

— MetipuTuHa — MOsI, — XK€ECTKO 0003Ha4wuIa CBOM UHTEePeC KopojieBa. — YTo OBl TaM HU
npunpymain [I9iiH, eBYoHKa IpUHaJIeXKUT MHe. XuMepy cjeqyeT IIoCaguTh Ha Ilellb, a He
BOOPYZKaTh ¥ BEPUTH, OYATO OHA HEBUHHAS OBEYKa U HE MOMBIIIISIET O TOM, KaK Obl yCTPOUTH
pe3HIo.

— OHa — v HeBUHHAs OBeUKa? — PyHH MTO3BOIHUI cebe U3MIEBKY, U — HaBepPHsKa TOJLKO,
4TOORI TTIO3MUTL MaTh — HPUABUHYJICS K MEHPUTHHE, COOCTBEHHUYECKHU O0OXBATHUB 3a TAJIUIO. —
OTa oyapoBaTebHAS MITAIIKa KTO YTOJHO, HO He OecxpebeTHOe CyIIeCTBO, KOTOPBIM THI,
MaTyIlIKa, HAaBEPHSIKA KaxKHgaja IOMBIKaTh. [IoBeph, MBI 00a MPEKPACHO 3HAJIM, YTO OEIUHOK
— He 6oJee, ¥eM cr1ocob COrpeTh Hallle OOUHOYECTBO. 10 TeX IOp, II0Ka g He PeIlry, YTO BpeMs
WUTP TIPOIITIO.

Kuuprc Koxel omryiiana pacTyuyo MeXXIy HUMU BUOPAIUI0 HEITPUSA3HU, HACTOIBKO
CUJIbHYIO, YTO MEMPUTHHE CTAJIO HEIIPUSATHO HaXOOUTHCS V Hee Ha ITyTU. PyHH IIPOCTO Hallesn
TIOBOJ TIOM3MIEBATHCS HAJl MaTEPLI0. Y HUX OIPENeJIeHHO 0ojiee, YeM TSIKEJTble OTHOIIEHUSI, U
HacnepgHuK TeHU He yIyCKaeT CiIydas HallOMHUTH 00 9TOM BCeM OKpyzXarwIiuM. 1 Bce ke,
Kuuprc HpaBUIOCh 0CO3HABATh, UYTO KOPOJIEBE-MaTePU IPUAETCS ITOOTETh, YTOOBI BEHIYIUTH
CBOIO MOOBIUY M3 JIall HECTOBOPYMBOTO ChiHa. COBCEM HEKCTATH MOSIBUJIACh MBICIIb O TOM, UTO B
IPOUUILIY pa3 [[97H MPUCTPYHUII KOPOJIEBY, U €0 MOsIBJIEHHE ceidac ObII0 Obl 0UYEeHb
CBOEBPEMEHHEIM.

— [I2¥H caM cKa3saJl, YTO [AEeBYIIKa — MOS TOCThsi. — TOH KOPOJIEBH PE3KO M3MEHUJICS, CTal
IPUTOPHO-eJIeWHBIM. HO B3TJIsI OCTAJICS MIPEKHUM: XOJIOOHBIM, 3JIbIM. — Kak ke MHe
TIPOSIBUTH TOCTEIIPUUMCTBO, €CJIM HUKTO U3 Bac AaxKe He MOAIYCKaeT MeHs K Hel?

— I[ToToMy 4TO MBI 3HaeM, dyero OyIOeT CTOUTh Myxe TOCTEIPUMMCTBO I1aykKa, — TeM XKe
MaHepoM BepHYI PyHH u, Bce elle mpuxkuMas Kunpuc Kk cBoeMy 60Ky, YBEPEHHO HAIPaBUJICS B
CTOPOHY CTyIIeHeH, YTO BelIU K OBEPSIM B 3aMKOBYIO IIPUCTPOUKY.

MetipuTrHa efBa yclieBasa IIeBeJINTh HoraMu: 60CHe IIATKY MITHOBEHHO 3ajieeHeNu, U OT
KaXKI0oro MPUKOCHOBEHUS K 3eMJie HOTH 10 CaMOTro KojeHa mpoinubasia BomHa xoaomga. Ho
Kuupuc v He mymarsa xKajioBaThCsi. HampoTuB, MBICJIEHHO GJlarojapuiia HCJIEQHUKA 3a ero
IIPUCYTCTBUE UMEHHO CETOIHS U UMEHHO 37leCch. Bpsn 1 KopojieBa pUCKHYJIA Obl IPUYUHUTD
el Bpeqd Ha BUMY Y BCEX, HO OHa OblJla KOPOJIEBOM — TJIaBHOU KEHIIWHOM 3TOM OTPOMHOM
o0UTEeNH, U ee CJII0BO UMEJIO BEC.

— He Bo3pazxaelnb, eCiIi MBI IPOOOJIXKHUM Hailre oflneHue B 60ee CIIOKOHHOM 00CTaHOBKE? —
HEeTrpoMKO IIOMHTEepecoBaJsicsa PyHH.



— He Bo3paxalo HE IPOTHUB OOHOTO MECTa, KpOMe TBOEM CIlajibHU, — TYT K€ OTBETHUJIa OHA.

— IlTamka, T MeHsT 6e3 HOXKa pekelllb, — XOXOTHYJ OH. — Ho THI TpaBa — ceifyac Hamo
IIPOCTO ITOeCTh. MHe COBECTH BOT-BOT IJIOTKY IIEPETPHI3ET 3a TO, YTO S He man tebe
HacJIaguThCs 3aBTpakoM. OIHAKO MyAPOCTh YYUT, YTO TOJIOJHAS XKEHIIMHA — pa3gpaxKeHHast
JKEHIIMHA, a pa3 5 coOMparoCch BCEPhE3 MOTATATHCS CO CBOMMU OpaThsIMHU, TO OymeM CUHUTATh
aTo ¢opoit Ha cTapTe.

Kuupuc ornsiHynachk, 4TOOB YBEPUTHCSI, UTO PAOLIHSI CEMEHUT ClieioM. M HaTKHyJlach Ha ee
o6GecmoKoeHHBIN B3rIsA. [IpaBma, cTouno Kopre yBuOeTh, YTO X03s#Ka ee pacKpkhijia, KaK OHa
TYT 2Ke OIIyCTHJIa ToJIoBy. MHTepeCcHO, Ioy4Yusia U OeBYOHKa YKa3daHus 000 BCEM YBUIEHHOM
IOHOCUTH IUYHO [3UHYy?

Kak 6®1 HaliTu crioco6 mockopee n306aBUTLCS OT PyHHA?

Cnoco0, BpoyeM, OTHICKAJICS caM co00¥. ByKBaibHO BHIIIENI MM Ha BCTPEYY, IPUKHUIBIBASICH O
yeM-TO HETPOMKO OGecenyromumu [[atiHoM u PacinepoM. M cyds mo BhIpazXKEeHUIO Ha JTHUIIAX
MYyK4YUH, 000MM 3TOT pa3roBop O Majo npusTeH. Peakius PyHHa Ha BCcTpeuy Oblyia
IpefcKa3yeMou: OH CHOBA HallelIUJI MaCKy CBOJIOYM, CKPOUJI SHOBUTYIO YXMBUIKY U HAPOUUTO
TPOMOK I103Kejian 6paThsIM CJIaBHOI'O IHS B 3TO XMYypPOe YTPO.

BpaTesa opyxkHo 3amosrdainu. IToka [Ia#iH nly4yan 6ayxparouyio mo 6eapy Kuupuc pyky
TeHepoxkaeHHOro, HacnemHMK KoCTel paccMaTpUBall ee JIUIO0 C TaKUM BUIOM, OYITO BUOes
BIIEDBLIE.

— Kaxkoro memiero Tel TBOPHUIIL? — IMOUHTEpPecoBacs [atH. Hu equHOM 5MOLIMY, HU €OUHOT 0
HaMeKa Ha ero UCTUHHBIE YyBCTBa — JIUIIIL XOJIOMHBIM BOIIPOC, HA KOTOPHIN HEIb3s OBIJIO He
OTBETUTD.

— He mo3Bonsio pac’mMaa’pe CKy4aTh, — C JIMIIOBO¥M 6€33a60THOCTHIO CKa3as PyHH.

— Kaxertcs, s1 oTman pacropsiKeHus Ha ee cueT. He mpunoMuHaw, 4TOOHI TPOCHIT Te0s
BIIPSTYBCS ITYTOM.

Ha Bcsikuii cimygayt Kuupuc nonelTasack OTOOBUHYTHECS OT PyHHA, HO Kyfa TaM: efBa
II0YyBCTBOBAB IIONLITKY IT00era, xBaTKa HacnemHuKa TeHM cTajla XKeJIe3HOMH.

«Twbl 2ice cobupasace ux cmpasaueams, — TafeHbKo 3axuxukana KpoBoxkagHas UIIOCTaCh. —
Bom u Hacaaodcdatica nepsoll 1aCmMo4KoU».

Kuuprc nomymana, 4To MEXAY «XOTE€Th» U MOCTYIaTh II0 BEJIEHUIO TPEOKOB — OEeCKOHeuHast
PONacTh, HO Pa3Be 3TO uMeeT 3HaueHue? OHa He OOoJIKHA ObITh 0€CIIOMOIIIHON UTPYIIKOH, U,
CJIOBHO TIOOEOHEIN CTAT, KOUeBaTh U3 OMHUX XKATHBIX PYK B OPYTHE — OT OOHOM 3TOM MBICITH
CTAHOBMJIOCH TPOTUBHO OT cebst camMou. A ¢ mpyro¥ cTopoHsl, [TI0TOK IIenyeT gaxke KOrga OHa
meJiaeT BUI, YTO He CJIBIIINT ero HaCTaBJIEHUH.

— MHI ¢ pac’Maa’poil YyOHO IOTaHILIeBaId TOJIBKO 4YTO, — IIPOHOJIXKaJl IoA3afgopuBaTh PyHH. —
ThI 3HAM, 4YTO OHA MaCTEePCKH BrameeT MeuoM? ITouTu ybequna MeHs, UTO y HEE OCTPHIE U
OoIlaCHBIE KOTOTKH.

Kaxk OvI HeB3HA4a, OH MMOTSAHY MeX BHU3. Kuupuc Ha MUT 3aKMypPUIIach, KOT{a IIOHsIIa, YTO
oCTaJlach CTOSTH IIepPef BCeMU TPeMs ofieTasl B IIapy IIOYTH IIPO3PadyHLIX JTOCKYTKOB. [Touemy
TaM. Ha apeHe, 9T0 Ka3aJIOCh TAKHUM €CTECTBEHHEIM, a 30eCh U Celuac el Xx0ueTcs
TIPOBAJIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MJII0 OT CTHIAA?

— U pa3sBe TH He OOJIKeH OLITh HAa BOEHHOM COBETe?

BmecTo oTBeTa — ma u cobuparsncs U OH BooOIe oTBevaTh? — [I3uH mpoTkHyn Kopty
B3rJIsImOoM. PaObIHSI KMBO OOHSIA MeX, Habpocuia ero Ha IJIeYH X035IHUKH, MITKO, HO
HacToiumnBo, moMmorna Kunpuc otogBuHyThCa Ha 6e30macHoe paccTosiHue. BoT tak. Teneps
MOZKHO BBIJOXHYTH M OBICTPO ITpuAyMaTh HanboJjiee 6€300JIe3HEHHBIN BEIX0O U3 3TOT'O
MHoroyroynbHUKa. U iycts [1O0TOK 3aTKHETCS, IOTOMY YTO celidac He MEeCTO U He BpeMsd [Jid
KPOBHOM MECTH.

I'me-To 3a ymramMu mosiBUiIacCh Tymas HowoIas 601b. CJIOBHO YbS-TO HEBUOWMAS PyKa
KPOXOTHBIMU MOJIOTOYKAMU BKOJIauuBasa Tyga p2KaBble T'BO3IHU.



— 91 Teb6s yObio, PyHH, — C BUIOM HEBUHHOI'O MIIafieHIla, moobelan Paciep, 0omHOBpPEeMEHHO
CTACKMBas C PyKHM IlepyaTKy. — Mmu gaxke nydiile — KacTpupyio. ITocMOTPIO, BO YTO THI
TIPEBPATHUIILCS, OCTABIINCH 0€3 MOIIIOHKH.

— VBepeH, 4TO He Xouelb 3abpaTh CBOM CJI0Ba 0OPATHO?

Kuupuc omrapallleHHO yCTaBUIaCh Ha HEBECTh OTKY[a B3SIBIIUICS B PyKE TEHEPOXKIEHHOTO
KuHXKaJj. KOpoTKu#, HO XUIIHBIN, CJIOBHO 2KaJI0 THTAaHTCKOM oCkl. HacnemHWK TeHU JIeTKo u
HETPUHYXKIEHHO 0YepPTUI KOHYUKOM CHUJIYyIT MyIafliero 6para, IPUINEIKHYI S36IKOM.

— YMornsio, mail MHe TOJIbKO HaMeK Ha ITIOBOM — U s CIeJjlal0 TaK, YTO TBOS YJIBIOKa pacTSHET
OT yXa [0 yxa.

MeiipuTtrHa ¢ HeMoM M0onb00# ycTaBuiach Ha [9iiHa: eCliu KTO U MOT OCTYOUTH 9TUX
BEIIIYCTHBIINX KOT'TH XUITHUKOB, TO TOJIBKO OH. Ho mMniepaTopy [0 HUX U Aena He OblI0. B
OTJINYUE OT Hee.

Ecnu Ovl B3rJIs1 MOT yOUBATH, TO cefiyac oT Kuupuc ocranack OB B Iy4IIEeM ClIydae mapa
TOpCTeu IeIa.

Boru BceMoryimue, 1 94TO TEIEPh OelaTh?

— ¢ He IpHHAMIEXY HA OOHOMY M3 BaC, — CKa3ajia OHa PaHbIlle, 4eM coo0Opasusa, 4To
cobupasachk 6/1aropasyMHO IOMaJIKHUBAaTh. — BBl MOXKeTe IMOKaIeYUTh APYT Opyra Uix Jaxke
yOUTH, HO OT 9TOTO HUYETO HEe U3MEHUTCS.

Kuupuc ctucHysma 3y0Osl, IOMBITAZIaCh YHIATH APOXKb BO BceM Tejie. CTPAaHHO, YTO 3aMOK JI0 CUX
TIOP XOOYHOM He XOOUT OT TOTO, KaK oHa TpsiceTcsi. Ho crmoBa OblIu CKa3aHBI, M, HECMOTPS Ha
OPOIIIEeHHEIN BEI30B, OHU OBIIN CIPaBeOIMBLI: MaJIbYHUIIKAM [0 sI3BBEI 0XOTA 3aBJIafieTh TEeM, YeM
OHM 3aBnafeTh He MOTyT. OTTya ¥ HaBSI3YUBOE JKeJIaHUe IMOJIYYUTDh UTPYIIKY JTIOOBIM
cmmocobaM, U KejlaTeJIbHO [0 TOTO, KaK CONEPHUKHU I10 aHAJIOTUYHBLIM IIeJIIM He 3aiAyT
CJIMIIIKOM [IaJIeKO.

— KiIsiHyCh, UTO S IPUKAXKy CBEPHYTH ITeW Bac 060MM, KaK ITBITIISITAM, €CJIH KTO-TO COeaeT
ellle XOTb IIIar, — TUXHWM 3JIbIM IIEII0TOM IIPOU3HEC uMIepaTop. — Uy nydimne: st BaC cam
MIPUKOHYY, ¥ [ia IIPOCTSIT MEHs GOTH 3a TO, UTO IIPOJIMJI POTHYIO KPOBE.

Ot sipocTu [3¥Ha fake 3aMKOBLIe CKBO3HSIKHU YJIeTIuCh, @ Kuupuc cHoBa oco3Hasa, 4To CUla
9TOT0 MYXKYHUHKI OblJIa OTHIOOb HE B €T0 TUTYJIE U MOJIOKeHuU. HacnegHUK JIyHBI, UMIIEPATOP
HATPEe30B, MOT OBl MPUKA3LIBATh U ropaM, 1 MopsM. U Te cnymanuck Ovl, 061agall OHU XOTh
Kalljied pa3yMa U TOJIMKOM MHCTHHKTA CaMOCOXPaHEHUs.

PyHH mepenepHYyI IIjle4aMu, ¥ C BeIpaxkeHueM nuila «He 04eHb-TO ¥ XOTEI0Ch», CIIPsTan
KWHZXKaJ 3a nosic. HaBepHsaKa 4TOOBI He TOKA3bIBaTh, TOE XPAHUT 9TOT0 HEBUAMMKY Ha CAMOM
Ioerne. Pacnep, HaIpoTUB, He CHEITNII HaZleBaTh I1epYaTKy: CUPEHEeBHIM TyMaH KIyOusicsa Mexny
€ro IaJbllaMy, BpeMs OT BPeMEeHHU OTPECKUBas 3JI0BEIUMU MOJTHUSIMU. M, 4TO XyXKe BCEro,
€r0 B3TJISIT C KaXXObIM MITHOBEHMEM CTAHOBUJICS BCe OTPENIeHHOe, Kak Oynro Hacnemuuk
KOCTel yXkKe 3HaJl, YTO He CMUPUTCS U TOTOBUJICS IPUHSTDH 3acCilyKeHHOe HaKa3aHue.

«TToxkanyicTa, He HyXKHO... — YMOJISIIOIITUM B3TJIsIIOM mompocuia Kuupuc. Hagexkma, 4To
0e3yMHBIN MabYHUIIKa ITOCIyIIaeTcs, Oblyla HEeBEJIMKA, HO XOTSI OB ITOMBITATHCS CIIE€A0BAJI0. —
He mo3Bosi 3710CTH TeOSI YHUYTOKUTE».

Pacnep HECKOJIPKO pPa3 MOPTHYJI, HEXOTS CTPSAXHYJI C JIafOHU KITyOSIIyIOCS TeYPTUio — U
OTOIlENI, Kak OyATO COMHEBAJICS B COOCTBEHHOM 6J1aropa3yMum.

Kuupuc BEIIOXHYIIa — U 3aMepiia, KOrfa B r0JIOBe MeNbKHYy/Ia opopMIIeHHAss MBICITb, YTO OHa
He X04YeT — ¥ BPSA[ JIU 3aX0oueT B OyAyllleM, BUOEeTh 9TUX CBOEHPABHLIX MYXKUHWH PBYIIUMU OPYT
OPYTY TJIOTKH 3a IIPaBo BlafgeTh e10. M 9To umeT Bpas3pes C IpefHa3sHaueHneM, KOTOpoe OHa
00s13aHa BHITIOJIHUTD, laXKe eCIIU MPUOEeTCS HAaCTYIIUTh Ha TOPJI0 COGCTBEHHBIM YyBCTBAM.

3TO OTKPOBEHUE CBAJIMJIOCh HA Hee, CJIOBHO KaMHeIaf II0Cpeqy YucToro nois. OHO OrIymaro,
OCKBEDHSIJIO BCe TO HEMHOT0€, YTO OHa KaKMM-TO YyIOM COXpPaHMUJIa B CAaMOM [ajJbHEM YTOJIKE
OVIIN: OHA — MeNPUTHHA, II0CIeHs KAl KpoBU O0roB, el CyKIeHO OTOMCTUTL 3a IPegKOB.
A BMeCTO TOTO, YTOOHI CTOSITh U CMOTPETH, KaK XKU3Hb JaeT IIaHC UCIIOJIHUTD
IpegHadYepTaHHOE, €M XOYeTCs JIMIIh OMHOI0 — OOHUM MaxoM Pa3pyOUTh MPOKJIISITHIN Y3ell.



— KoponeBe He TOHPABUIIOCH, YTO S Oajl pac’mMaa’pe OpyzKuUe, — CJIOBHO CKBO3b TOJIIIY BOOEI
moHeccs oo Kuupuc yxke 6oiee coepkaHHBIHM ronoc PyHHa. — [lyMmaio, ecinu ObI He MOST
u3zmonomus mobm30cTH, OHa OBl yriekyia Kuupuc Kyma-To majeko u riiy0oko. Bpsg mu
MaTylIKa OCTaHOBUTCS — MBI BCE IIPEKPaCHO 3TO 3HaeM. B crnenmyromuil pa3 oHa ogKapayiuT
IeBYOHKY 0e3 CBUIETEJIeH 1 JKeJlalolUuX OTCTOSTh YeCTh MPEeKPacHOoM... — PyHH Bce-TakKu
1103BOJINII cebe BOJIPHOCTD HAIIOC/IENOK IIPUIacKaTh KUMPUC MOXOTIUBEIM B3T/ISIO0OM, —
TIPUHIIECCHL.

— Kakoro gpsiBonia BepraTa B Hee Bllenuiiachk? — CKBO3b 3yOBI IIpouienu [ 3iiH.

— Tlomaraio, KpoBb ITepBEIX MOXKET KO€-4TO 3HaTh, — OECILIBETHHIM I'0OJIOCOM mIpou3Hec Pacinep.
Cettuac HacnegHUK KOCTel BIIOJIHE OIIPABOBIBAJI CBOY CTPAIIHEIN TUTYIL: OBIJI 6€CLIBETHRIM U
OTpeIeHHbIM, OyATO yMepTBHe. — Bo BCIKOM ciydae, Tak TOBOPUT €€ B3TJIAM.

Barnsn? Kuupuc nopeijiack B IaMsTH, BCIIOMUHAs BCe, YTO 3Hajla O TOM TeypPruu, KOTOPOU
BJIaJleJIU IIPOCThIe CMepPTHBEIe. HEKOTOPHIM yAaBaloCh HOCTUYD IIPUJIMYHBIX BEICOT, HO
MO3TOIIPaABCTBO U YTEHUE MBICJIEN OTHOCUJIUCH K TEYPTUU BHICHIETO IIOPANKa, U HaXe eCclin
Pacnep akTuBHO TpaKTUKOBAJI HEYTO ITOJOOHOE, OH HUKOTTa OBl He CMOT 3arfisiHyTh el B
TOJIOBY TaK... IIyOOKO. 3HQYUT JIX 3TO, YTO JOMUH IIPOCTO TKHYJI ITajiblieM B HEOO,
OCHOBHIBASICH JIUIITh HAa CBOUX IOTAKaX O ee IIPOUCXOXKIOEHWH, UM OH NEeNCTBUTEJIHFHO ObIIa
HaCTOJIBKO HEOCTOPOXKHA, YTO ycliena cebs BeOaTh?

— B TakoM ciiy4ae mmoroBopuM 6e3 cBUIeTeel, — mnosesen [IakH.

Kuupuc no3poiuim UATH B CEpefuHe: IMIePBLIM IIeJT UMIIePaTop, I1o3aau Hee — PyHH, COOKY
ceMeHuJIa MojTYanuBas pabwiHsa. Paciep mepkajics B CTOPOHE, C BUIOM CIIy4YalHOTO IOCTS
pasrisanbBasi BHIIKUTEIE Ha roGefieHax CLeHH 3IIMYEeCKUX OUTB U IIOPTPETHl BEJIMKUX HITPE30B.
YTo TBOPHUJIOCH B €r0 rojioBe, Kunupuc He Opanach gaxe MpeacTaBUTh.

[I71s1 pa3roBopa «II0 OyIllaM» UMIIePaTop BEIOpasl BEIMOIIEHHYI0 OeIbIM MpaMopoM TpodeiHyo
KOMHaTy. Yero Tam TOIbKO He OBIIO: OKPOBaBJIEHHEIE (1aTy TOKOPEHHKBIX TOPOIOB,
IIOKOpEeJKeHHbIe KOPOHEI UX OBIBIIMX IIpaBUTEeNIel, CTOMKY C MedaMM, KOTOphkle HeKora
mepzKaJii B HOKHAX WX He CJIMIIKOM yHadJuBEIEe X03s5€eBa. B 1[leHTpe, Ha KPYTJIOM, IIeJIUKOM
BBIPE3AHHOM M3 KPACHOTO MpaMopa CTOJIe, JieXKaJjla POCCHITb KaMHEW: 0OBIYHBIX TPSI3HBIX
OY/IBI2KHUKOB, IIOKPHITEIX HEIBYCMBICTIEHHEIMY TEMHO-OYPBIMU ITITHAMU.

ITo ompHOMY M3 KaXJ0T0 3aBOEBaHHOI'0 ropofia — TakK roBopuinu. [TIokopsas ouepemHbIX
YIPSIMBIX CBOGOOOTI0011eB, [[9MH TIMYHO BEIKOBHIPUBAI KyCOK KaMHS U3 TOPOACKOM cTeHEl. Co
BpeMeHeM 3TU KaMHU CTaJIM KJIACTh B MEIIIOK, KOTOPHIM UMIIepaTop IOKa3blBaa TEM
HETIOKOPHBIM rOpofiaM U TOCYOapCTBaM, KOTOPhIE TIPEANoYNTaJIN epKaThCs [0 TOCIeIHEero,
b OB He CHaBaThCS HAa MUJIOCTh KPOBOXKaAHOM HaTpe3ckoi nmmnepuu.

KaMmmuel OBI7TO TaK MHOT0, 4TO Kuupuc maxke He cTalla IBITAThCS IPEICTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO
YeI0BeYEeCKUX XKU3HEeH CTOUT 3a KaXKIOHM TaKUM «CBHOETEIbCTBOM» MOIIKM UMIIEPaTOPCKOM
apMu¥ ¥ eT0 BOeHHOTO reHus. Celiuac Kyfa BaxkHee OBIJIO TPUAYMaTh MPaBOOMOI00HYIO JIOXKb.
U cmemaTh 9TO IIOCKOpee, IIOTOMY 4TO MaXKe PaCIoJIoKeHHOCTD K Helf, He OCTAaHOBHUT [I3ifHa OT
TOTO, YTOOBI JIMYHO OTIPABUTH €e Ha TOT cBeT. Ha ero mecte Kuupuc Tak OBl ¥ IOCTyHHUIIA:
JIy4Ire cpa3y YHUYTOXKUTh HEITOHSITHOE PacTeHue, fake eCJIu OHO CIIaAKO ITaxHeT.

— C 4gero THI B3s1JI, YTO OHa KPOBB [1epBEIX? — crupocu’ [I3iiH 6e3 mpesTioauil.

IToka Pacnep cobupancs ¢ MeIc/iiMU, PyHH HeOPeKHO NOABUHYJI TPOGEHHbIE KAMHU U IIPSIMO C
HOTaMH yceJiCcsI Ha cToJi. [Tapoukol OH Jake II0 KOHTJIUPOBAJI, HO KJIOYHama emMy OBICTPO
Hapjoena.

— ¢ Bumen Takux, Kak oHa, B Ockojnke, — oTBeTuN Pacnep. OH OyzKpan B3rJIsIIOM 10
KOMHAaTe, KakK Oy[ITO OTYasTHHO MCKaJl, 3a YTO OBl YXBaTUTHCS. Y yIIEIOHYJICS, KOTHa Ha MyTU
oKa3aiach MelputuHa. — OHa Takas xke. MetiputuHa u3 [lepBrix. [TocMoTpu Ha ee 6arpsiHble
rna3a, [19iH. Py4Jarochk, TH B XXU3HU HE BUMEJ HUYEro Momo0HOTO.

— 4 mHOrO0 uero Bupen, Paciep, YTo MHe XOTeJIoCh Obl Pa3BUETH U BEIPBATH U3 aMSITH, —
YKJIOHYUBO cKa3zal [[31iH. — [To3ToMYy, TOBOPH IO CYILIECTBY.

— Metiputhsl [TepBo# KpoBU co3manu 3epkano mupa. OHU 3HaANIH, KaK C ero IOMOIIbIO
co3naBaTh MHOXKeCTBa MUPOB, U 3HANIY, KaK UX YHUYTOXKATh. [I0TOM ITOSIBUIUCE XKeJlalolue



o06s1aiaTh UX CUJION: CaM IIOCYOU — YTO OBI THI OTHAJ 3@ BO3MOXKHOCTh XOIUTh MEXKIY MHUPAMH,
CJIOBHO M3 KOMHATHI B KOMHATy, BO3MOXKHOCTh UTPATh Ye€JIOBEYECKUMHU XKUIHIMHU JIUIITH
CKOJTb3ST B3TJISIOOM IIO0 OTPazKeHUI0 B 3epKayne? — Pacnep He cTall mOXUOAaThCSA OTBETA. —
Kemnatromux 661710 MHOTO, @ 3epKajio Mupa — BCEro ogHo. Y1 MelpuThl 0Ka3aIuCh CIUIITKOM
HEeCTOBOPYUBHI.

— MHe He HYXKEeH 3TOT 3KCKyPC B MCTOPHIO, — BCE-TaKH OCTAHOBHUJI €T0 CTapInuil 6part. — 4
XOTEIN YCHHIIAaTh, C Yero ThHI B35/, OyaTo Kuupuc 3HaeT, Ojis 4ero nmoHamoOuIachk Hallekn
MaTepH.

— TloTomy 4TO, eciiu Bce BepHO, TO bepraTa perruina BO3pOgUTh Pa3buThiii OCKOJIOK, KOTOPHIM
BJIaZleJia Halla ceMbs. M He mpuagyMaya HA4Yero jaydille, 4eM MUCII0Ib30BaTh AJI 3TOI0 KPOBb
€ro co3aaTeJieH.

Bce Tpu maps! rna3 ycraBuwinuch Ha Kunprc B HeMoOM 0XKUIaHWUM OTBETA.

«A mebe sce20-mo mpeb08as0Cb cOenamsv mak, 4mobvl Kaxcobvilli Mo2 OymMamb AUWDb O MOM,
Kak 6vl nockopee ya0xcums mebs Ha sonamku, — QeipkHysia Co6Ia3HUTEIBPHUIIA B €€
rojioBe. — MydcCHUHY, MOsi 00p0o2asi, MoJce MOXCHO OmbiMems, 0a mak, Ymo oH bydem
dymamo AUlWb 0 MOM, Kak 6bl nockopee nosmopumbs. Ho meou nomyeau makue caikue, 4mo
ux He xeamaem Odasice 8CNOMHUMb HAYKY HacmasHuua Kepaka».

— 4 He 3Hal0, 3aUeM MOTY HagoOUTHLCSI KOPOJiIeBe-MaTepH, — cKasajia Kuupuc. Bens 910
npaBga? HaciemgHWKY He CIIPAIIMBalIM O €e JorafgKax H...

— U y Tebs1 HET HU MaJIEHNIero MPeaCcTaBIeHus], KakK C TBOEH ITOMOIIIbI0 OHA MOXKET
BOCKpecuTh OCKOJIOK? — Ollepenusl ee MBICIIU IPOHUIIATEIbHEIN [191H.

Kuupuc crasno He no cebe OT CTOJIb HEIPUKPLITOM YIPO3Hl B €T0 rojioce. CTpax mepeq 9TUM
MyKYMHOU 1 6e3 TOTro IoBeprajl ee B OTYasTHUE, a TeIeph, KOrga UMIIepaTop mepecTan
IIPUKUIOBIBATHCS TOTOBBIM COOIA3HUTHCS Ha €€ IIPEeJIECTH CaMIIOM, CTajIo IIPeNeIbHO SICHO, YTO
HUKaKUX mobjaxek 6osbiiie He OyaeT.

OcTaBajoch OgHO.
[TpusHaThCA.
U Monuth 60T0B, 4YTOOHI T€ CIKAIUIINCh HAJl ee TPEeNTHoN ciaboxapakTepHOH IVIIIOHN.

— Tlomaraio, TeM Ke CITOCOO0M, KOTOPLIM MOM IIPEAKU CO3hajll caMo 3epKajo MUpa, MOH
UMIIepaToOp — HUCIOJIb3YS MOIO IJIOTh, KPOBb ¥ HEMHOTO OpeBHel Teyprun. — OHa
TocTapasachk, YTOOH yiIbIOKa BhIIIIA 6€33a00THOM, HO (anbilb pa3duaack o [I9iiHa, CI0BHO
BOJIHA O HEIIOKOPHEIN yTeC.

— pr60 TOBOp4, Hallla MHJIasd MaTylIKa PelIujia Te6${ BBIHOTpOI_HI/ITb? — YTOYHHUII
TeHEePOXKIOEeHHBIHM, M Ha cell pa3 OH ObIJI 0€30TOBOPOYHO CEPHE3EH.

— 4 mory nuiub npennonarats, PyHH. TaspH coenan MeHss CKOBaHHOH, U S IIOTepsiia BCIO
cBoI0 Teypruio. Ho 4ToOkl IPOBECTU PUTyall BO3poxAeHus OCKOJIKa, MeHs TaK UJIU HHade
cJlefoBaJio CHavasna ocBobonuTs. ITonaralo, KopojieBa-MaTh IIJlaHUPOBasa CAejaTh 3TO
HECKOJIBKO... I03XKe, ¥ He co0upasach IOCBAMIATh B CBOM IIJIaHBI IIPOCTHIX IlelleK. Mol TaspH
CHSIJIY, IOTOMY 4YTO OH OBLI U3 YHUCTOI'O 30JI0Ta ¥ BECh IIOKPHIT IIECThbI0 COTHAMU CaMBIX
yncTex Ciie3 PaHMMOM — CIHIIKOM JOPOro¥ Tpodel, 4TOOH! Tepen HUM YCTOSJI CTPax II0IacTh
B HEMUJIOCTh K KOpPOJIEBEe-MaTePH.

— Be3 taspua Kuupuc Bce emre CkoBaHHasi, — BCIIyx npobopmoTain Hacrnemuuk Kocteit. — Ho
OoJbllle HUYTO He CAepKUBAET ee MePBOPONHYIO Teypruio. Kak MHOTO TH y2Ke BCIIOMHMJIA?

— HI/I‘-Iel"O, — 6pocp1na MeﬁpHTHHa, IIPHU3EBIBasd Ha IIOMOIIIb BCE CHUIJIEI, ‘-ITO6I:I BEITEP2KATh €TI0
He[loBepue.

— Beprara He cobuparnach MOKa3kBaTh TS HaM, — MPOAOJIXKUI HEKpoMaHT. — OHa BooOIIIe
He cobupanach OCTaBJIATh TEOS KUBOM.

— Hukakux urpyiiek oT MmaMo4ku, Paciep, — Bce-Taku nonmen 6paTta PynH. — Hukakoro
0COOEHHOTr0 IIBETOYKA IJISI I0JIOYMHOTO JIIOOMMYUKa.



— Hac moatomy Taxk K Tebe TssHeT, Kunpuc? — [I3¥H mOmoIIes K Hel, pa3rasgbpiBasi C BEHICOTH
CBOETro HeMaJIeHbKOT0 pocTa. OH maxe PyKU He IPOTAHYJ, HO Kuupuc cpasy nouyBCcTBOBala
ce0st CKOBaHHOM eIre CUIbHEee, YeM B TPEKJISATON KieTKe. — [loToMy 4TO Thl — ITepBast KpOBB?

— Ila, Mo uMmepaTop, — He CTaja CKPHIBATh OHA. DTy IIPaBay HeobxodumMo ckalaTh. Kakumu
ObI TOPLKUMU He OBIIU ee MOCNIeACcTBUS. — TakoBa MOs IIPUPO/a.

«/ HUKaKo# mI00BU AJIST POTaTOM XUMEPH!, BCETO JINIIH IIIeTI0TKA JII000IIEITCTBA U AECITh
TOpCTEey IIOXOTH».

U 6ynb OHa IMIPOKIISiTA HA 9TOM CBETE U Ha TOM, €CJIM OT OfHOM 3TOM MBIC/IIH BECh €e MUp He
TIepeBOpPaYMBaAETCS C HOT Ha TOJIOBY.

«Ckaxwu, [ToTOK, KaK Tak CJIy4HJIOCh, YTO S yCIIeJia HPUBS3aThCI K KaXKIOMYy U3 HUX?»



I''maBa cegbMas

— W 4uTo HaM C Hell menaTh? — cipocua PyHH, Korfa nay3a nocjie oTKpoBeHus Kunpuc crasna
TIPOCTO HEBLIHOCUMOM U O0JIe3HEHHO JaBujIa Ha YIIH.

CrnoBa mpo3BydYasnu Tak, 6YOTO pedb IIjIa 0 CUMIIATUYHON 6e3[elyliKe, KOTopas Pe3Ko cTaja
HUKOMY He HyXKHOU U Oecrioyie3Hoi. ¥ oco3HaBaTh 3T0 OBLIO ... GOJIBHO.

Kuuprc He3aMeTHO AJIst BCEX CTJIOTHYJIa, MBICJIEHHO IIpuKa3aJjia cebe mepxkaThcs. Bce umer
TIPaBUIBHO, BCE TaK, KaK HYXKHO. Ee cepalie momxKHO OITL — u OymeT! — cBob6omHbIM. Ei
Hy2KHa Tpe3Bas roJjIoBa.

— A c Hell HyKHO 4YTO-TO OejlaTh? — oTo3Bascs Pacnep. Ero nycToi B3risag Ha MTHOBEHUU
BCITBIXHYJI — ¥ TOTYyX. — MeUpUTHHA MOXKET ObITh Halllel TOCTHEH.

— Bpen, — oTMaxHyJICS OT MJIafIIero TEHEPOXAEHHBIN. — 1 MOHUMal0, YTO ClIafiKas
6oronomoOHasi MeBOYKA COTBOPUJIA HACTOMAIIEE UyHo0, YMOPHUB TeOSI 4O COCTOSIHUS CHA, HO 3TO
He TI0BO[I epXaTh B pyKax oTpaBy. He 3Halo, Kak BaM, a MHE He X0UeTCs, YTOOBl HaBsI3YUBas
uaest KOPOJIEBEI CHOBA CTOMJIA KOMY-TO JKM3HU.

— 4 gymar, oHa pelnia OTKa3aThCs OT 3TOM 3aTen, — nmpobopmorTan [[9#H, OTXOHs K CTOUKE,
Ha KOTOPO# 00ITaINCh KOPOHBI IIOBEPKEHHBIX UM IIpaBUTesiel. [I0OOTONKHYII OOHY ITaIbIlleM,
MIPUCITYIIIaJIicd K HECTPOUHOMY JIsI3Ty, KOTZla KOPOHA CTYKHYJIaCh O CBOMX cocefeii. — Koposesa
3aXOMHUT CJIMIITIKOM HAJIeKO.

— 4 roBopui, 4TO el caMoe MecTo B baillHe mjada, — cka3an PyHH. — C KJIImIoOM BO PTYy U Ha
Lemu.

— XBatut! — pABKHYIJ Ha 6paTa uMnepaTtop. Kuupuc Bunena, Kak HaIpsTJIUCh ero IIe4Y’, Kak
Ha JXKECTKHUX CKyJIaX ITepeKaThIBaloTCs KemBaku. — OHa — TBOst MaTh! OHa ponuia Tebs B
MyKax ¥ 3aC/IyKMBaeT yBaxKeHUs X0Ts Ol 3a 3T0. CKaxens mogobHYyI0 epecs ellle pa3 — u i
BEJII0 IPUKOBATH TEOS K ITO30PHOMY CTOJIOY M CAMOJIMYHO BEHITIOPIO.

— Ona — 6e3yMHas TBapb! — TeM ke MaHepoM BepHYJ eMy PyHH. CIpPBITHYJI CO CTOJIa,
TPOMKO ¥ T'PSI3HO BHIPYTAICSA. — Boru, TH HE MOXKeIlTb OBITh TAKUM cJiensiM, [[atiH! Eif HyKHa
TN BJIaCTh, BCE, YTO KOPOJIeBa [ejlajla — OHA [eJjiajia TaK Wi MHade AjIs1 COOCTBEHHOM!
BeITOAEL. Ecniu moTpebyeTcsi, OHa MePecTynuT U 4yepe3 Teb6s1 ToKe, MapoM, YTO Thl —
IIOPOXKAEHNE ee IOPUEHHOTO YPEBAa U UMIEPATOP. YBEPEH, UTO ITay4ynxa yXKe He CIUIena
3aroBop MPOTUB TEOA?

— VBepeH, 4YTO TH CJIMIIKOM MHOT0 6onTaems. M B Tebe rOBOPUT cTapast obupa.

— Omna y0ua ero, [I9¥H, u OyOb S IPOKJIST THICAYY pa3 U TopeTh MHe B Oproxe ITbIaroiero,
€CJIY 51 IO caMO¥ MOTHJIBI XOTh Ha MUT 3a0yny o0 3ToM.

ITocnemHme cIoBa MPO3BYyYald C TAKOM HENIPUKPHITON 605bi0, 4To Kunpuc egsa He monmasnach
cnaboCTH IMTPOCTO B3STh €r0 3a PYKY. 3mech, B OET0CHEKHOM MPaMOPHOM KJIeTKe, uX OBIIIO
4yeTBEpO, HO PyHH OBIT 6€6CKOHEYHO ¥ aOCOTIOTHO OMUHOKUM, KaK OTOUBIIIUICS OT CTau BOJIK.
OH u BHITJISOE]T TaK JKe: B3bEPOIIEeHHBIM, 03JI00JIEHHEIM, C 3aTPaBI€HHBIM B3TJISIIOM
ONMHOYKH.

Koro y6una KopojieBa-MaTh U II0YEMY 3TO TaK CHUIJIBHO ITOBJIMSIJIO Ha €€ CPeOHEero ChiHa?
IToueMy 9Ta CMepPTHL IIpEBPATHUiIa €T0 B IUTIOIONIETr0Ccs 3710001 Mep3aBia?

— Tyapq 3HaJ, Ha 4To Ilejl, — cKa3aJl [31H JOCTaTOYHO KEeCTKO, YTOOBI IPUCTPYHUTH
HeromoBaHue OpaTa. — 4 ORI cTapie Tedsi, ¥ IPeKPacHO ITIOMHIO, UYTO OH ¥ CaM OBIII OIepPKUM
upeen ucnoab3oBaTh OCKOJIOK. BUHa KOPOJIEBHI JIMIIb B TOM, YTO OHa HE OCTAHOBHUJIA €T0. XOTSA
Mora OBI.

— 3DTo0 Bce uyIlb cob0aybsi, — OTPHI3HYJICST PyHH. — CCyKa BHyIIHIIA eMy OpefgoBYI0 MBICHb,
OynTo o cmoxkeT. OHa ero MogHAYMBaJIa, a ITI0Ka OTeI] YacaMu TopdYas B JabopaTopuy,
Tpaxayach BOT C ero yOII0q0uHbIM Tanarlie!

[Taneu TeHepPOXKOEHHOTO YTKHYJICS B Ipynb Pacnepa. HacimemHUK KocTel mocMOTpen Ha 6paTa
C MOTHBIM 6e3pa3IuYueM U, BOCIIOIb30BaBIIKCh TEM, UTO CIIOPIIUKH 3aHSITH IPYT OPYTOM,



noporrten K Kuupuc. OT Hero Besiyio MOTHIIBHEIM X0J1000M. OT co0JIa3HUTENIHHOTO MOJIOIOTO
MyKYUHEI, 4ell 3amax U cjioBa 3acTaBuinu cepaile Kunpuc 6emeno pBaTbCcsa U3 rpynu, He
ocTanock u ciepna. [lepeq Hel CTOSIJI OTPELIEHHBIH OT MUPA MSICHHUK, 0 KOTOPOM TOBOPUIIH, UTO
OH BOOWUT CMEPTh Ha MOBOJKe. M MeNpUTHHE 3aX0TEJIOCh OTOOBUHYTHCS OT HETO XOTs OB Ha
mIar.

— Tsl Oymernb criaTh B Moew mocTenu, [lepBasi KpoBb, — CKa3aJjl OH TOHOM, He
IpenrosiaramolliuM Bo3paKeHU U CBOEBONIUSI. — PSIIOM M BCIO HOYb.

— He yBepeHa, 4To 51 OyOy BCe ellle KHBa OO0 3aKaTa COJIHIA, TOMUH.
— Bymetns, KOHEYHO, YTO 3a B37op. HUKTO Te6s u masblieM He TPOHET.

910 n3neBka unu 6e3ymue? He MmoxkeT ke Paciep Bcepre3 qyMaTh, YTO IMOKA CTapIinre 6paThbs
pemIarT cyagb0y MEMPUTHHBI, OH MOXKET CHEeNaTh 9TO CAMOCTOSITEIbHO, ¥ HUKOTO HE CITPOCHUB?

— IToueMy PO TBOM COH BCe T'OBOPSAT C TAKUM BUIOM, OyITO 5TO KaKOe-TO 4ymo?

Pyuu onepenun orBeT 6paTa, JIOBKO BTUCHYJICS MeXXOy HUMM U arpecCUBHO oTnuxHyn Pacnepa
JIoOKTeM. Kumpuc oxkumasaa HOBYIO BCIBIIIKY THEBA, HO HUYETro He Mpou30Iyio. HacnemHuk
KOCTeU CIIOKOMHO OTOABUHYJICS, HO IIPU 3TOM BHITJISIAEN TaK, OYATO ITOJTHOCTHIO
KOHTPOJIMPOBaJ CUTyaluio. Bo3M0XKHO, OH B caMOM [eJle HaCTOJIbKO I'JIy0D0Ko 6e3yMeH?

— IToToMy 4TO C TexX caMBIX IIOp, KaK ero OBeHaAllaTUJIEeTHIOI HEBECTY BEPHYIU U3 IIJIeHa
BEPHYJIM II0 YaCTSIM B IBYX COTHSIX CyHOYYKOB, Paciep 6oJibille HUKOTOa HE CIIUT. BpoguT 1o
3aMKy, KaK [IpHU3pakK, BOET U CKYJIUT, U KaJIeuuT BCeX, KTO IolanmeTcs nop pyky. 1o TBoero
MOSIBJIEHU S, TITAIIKA, CyMacCIIeqIINi MeBCTBEHHUK HE CIIaJjl IIeCTh JIeT.

IlTecTs y1eT 6e3 cHa? B mouckax oTBeTa MeHpUTHHA IoiMasa B3risan HacinegHuKa KOCTed — u
OCO3HaJla, KaKO¥W HEI03BOJIMTEIIFHO CJIENOoN OblIa C CaMOro HavaJsia. Teyprus, Hy KOHEYHO Ke.
BoT oTKyHa 9TOT CUPEHEBBIN B3TJISAM: HaBEPHSIKA, OH MCIIOIb3yeT YUCThHIEe ITOTOKH. CHavyasna
OBLTM HYXXKHBI MaJIeHbKHE IMOPIIUH, HO CTPAIIIHO IIPEICTaBUTh, KAKMMH OHU CTaJIA 3a LIECTh JIeT.

Boru, ga aToT Manbuuinka youBaet cebs! U pagu gero? Pagu cMepTH IBeHaOLATUIETHEH
comnsguku? [la OHM 3HATH HE MOTJIM, YTO TaKOoe I000Bh U IIPUBSI3aHHOCTE.

Kuupuc ¢ TpymoM IpHUCTpPyHHUIIA PacTyllee HeromoBaHKUe, XOTh TagOHU HECTEPIIUMO 3yOeIn OT
JKeJIaHUs XJIeCTaTh HacJlegHUKa II0 I1eKaM A0 TeX II0p, IT0Ka MPOKIsITas CUHEBA He IIOKUHET
ero B3rJIsig. M 4ero TonbKO 3aBejiack? Kak OyATo el He Bce PaBHO, CKOJIBKO JIET OTMEPSIHO
aToMy youtine? CymOs o HaCHIIIEHHOCTH IBETa — BO3MOKHO, TOM UK ABa? A eClu Tak, TO yXKe
BTOPOMY CHIHY OecCIIoIlamHOM KopoJieBhl bepraTel He cynbba MOXKUTH A0 TPUOLATH. 3HAYUT JIU
9TO, YTO MPOKJISATEE, 0 KOTOPOM [[911H TOBOPUJI C TAKOW HEOPEKHOCTHIO, [EeHCTBUTEIIEHO
CYIIECTBYET?

— Kuupuc — pac’maa’pa, — BTOPrcs B ee pa3MbllUIeHUs [191iH. — M OHa €10 OCTaHeTCs A0 TexX
1I0p, IOKa MEL He PeLInM, Kak JIydllle BCero nocTynuTek. HaBepHoe, 1 He OOUH, KOMY He
X04eTCs BUOETh ee 00e3rIaBIeHHON?

— Bor emie, — pripKHYT PYyHH, — 9Ta OTAIIKa CIUIIKOM CHJIbHO MEHS 3aBOOUT, YTOOHI S BOT
Tak IIPOCTO OTKa3aJICs OT XKeJlaHWus IIonpoOoBaTh ee Ha BKYC.

— Kaxercs, s IIpenesyibHO siCHO BBICKA3aJICsA Ha 3TOT CYET.

— 3acyHb CBOIO SICHOCTB B 3a4HUIY, 6PaTUK, IIOTOMY YTO OGHOTO TBOETO «s 3aIIpeTusI»
HEeIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH yOpaTh MEeHs C IIYTH.

HecCKONIBKO CEKYHI OHU CBEPIJIUIN APYT Apyra B3TJIA[aMH, a IIOTOM UX 3apO0XKAalollyoCcs
nepenajky octaHoBus Pacnep.

— ¢ He IpeTeHOYIO0 Ha MEUPUTHUHY, HO CIIaTh OHa OyHeT B Moe# moctenu. Kaxaoyio HOYb. A
cMory 11o3aboTuThCst 0 ee 6€30I1aCHOCTH.

— Kax ThI 1103a00THUIIBECST O HEH, eCNIM CIIHIID, KaK YOUTHIN, CTOUT 9TOM JeBUYOHKE IPUIBUHYTH
3aguully? — PyHH cfesas Bce, YTOOB BCE pacIpoOOBaiu ero HeIOBOJILCTBO. — MaTyIlKa Ipu
Tebe el omIeyx OTBECHUJIA TAKUX, YTO NEBUOHKA YyTh HEe OTHasa 6oraM OyIly, a Thl M YXOM He

TIOBEJI.



— OT0 OomblIlle He TIOBTOPUTCS, — MEXaHUYeCKU OTBeTHJI Paciep. — Ho MelipuThHa OOIXKHA
CcIlacTh CO MHOHM.

— Ara, a 51 Torga 3abuparo ee KaXXIbli HeUeTHBIH qeHb, — OCKJIa0MJICS TeHEePOXKIEeHHBIH, —
HMriiepaTopy OCTAOTCs YeTHBIE MHU. TOJBKO JaBalTe OTOBOPUMCS, He 3aTpaxuBaTh 6eqHY0
IEeBUYOHKY [0 ITOTEPY CO3HAHUS, He 3a6hBaTh ee 0AlOBATh ITOJapKaMu U KOPMUTh. Huuero He
3a0bIT?

On OomnmpenesIeHHO u3geBaliCs, HO Pacnep IIepenepHyJl IjjedYaMu U 6pOCI/IJ'[: «4 cormacen».

JIumo [IsiiHa ocTaBanoch HenpoHuaeMelM. O 4eM OH AyMaeT, paccMaTpuBas Kuupuc ¢ Takum
BUOOM, OyOTO HIIET TO, YTO IIOTEPSII — U He 3HaeT, YTO UMEeHHO? Begb OH MOXKET OOHUM JIUIIb
CII0BOM 3aKOHYMTB 3Ty BakKxaHanuio. U 4To manbiue? 3abpaTh Ay ce0st UK IPOSIBUTD
IeOPOCTh ¥ MOAAPUTh KOMY-TO U3 OpaTbeB? [ToueMy, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HUKTO HE CIIPOCHT,
TOTOBA JIX OHA XOOUTH II0 PyKaM, KaK TPyOKa C KypPUTEIbHEIMUA TPaBaMu?

«ITomomy umo moul — pac’maa’pa, — yCnyXauBo HanmoMHunaCobna3HuTeIpbHULIA. — 105
cldenanu 041 moeo, 4¥mobbl MOAYA U C BOCMOP20M Ue10MYyOpeHHOoU 0escmBeHHUL,bl, KOMOPYHo
nepewlll pas noaudasu mexcoy Hoe, ybaaxcamv MydxcyuH. H npekpamu conau dceeamb.
Paodytics, umo oHu Kpacuswl, kak 602u. Bedb Ha ux mecme Moz 6bimb cmapbiil BOHAWLUT
KO3/458MUHOU MO/ACMSAK C 2HU/AbIMU 3y6aMu U 8010camoli MOwoHkKoU. JTyuwe nodymail o mom,
ymo ecau bydewb xopowel UnoCAYWHOU 0e80UKoll, Kaxcoblll U3 HUX C pa00CMbiO
npusaackaem mebs 8 omaem. Toabko npedcmass, Ha umo cnocobeH [13iiH, ecau
pacmopmowums e20 cmpacmaus?»

B YHHUCOH CBOMM HACTaABJIEHUAM C06Ha3HI/ITeHLHI/IHa TPOMKO ¥ TOMHO BBEIOOXHYIJIA.

— HyXHO HaliTH TaspH U KJII0Y, — HaKOHeI, cKa3an [[9#H. — A mo Tex nmop Kuupuc gomxHa
OBITH IO TPUCMOTPOM OHOTO M3 Hac. M Korma s TOBOPIO «IOO HPUCMOTPOM», ST UMEIO BBUIY
COBCEM HE TO, YTO THI CKa3aj. — MMmepaTop OpuInnuanil PyHHa HeqBYCMBICI€HHBIM
B3rJIsIIOM. — B apaxaHe MOJHO IIUTIOX, €C/TU Y Te0ST MeXKIOy HOTaMu YeIlleTcs.

— Ho Tam HeT HU OfHOM OOTWHU C TPEMS OyIIaM¥, — TYT JKe ITapUPOBaJI TEHEPOKIEHHBIA. —
Ho ecnu Tebe cTaHeT jerye, rOTOB IIOK/ISICTHCS Ha CUChbKax PaccBeTHOM, UTO He cOesiao
HUYEero TaKoro, 4ero pac’mMaa’pa cama He 3axodeT. Ho mpu yCJIOBUM, UTO U ThI, U TIOJIYOYPOK
COTJIaCUTECh Ha TO K€ caMoe.

— 4 yKe cKasas, YTO X04Uy JIuIllb, 4TOOs [TepBas KPOBb Jiekajia B MOeH IMMOCTeNH — U HUUETro
6osnpine, — HanmoMHuA Pacrnep.

— Hy a Te1? Wnu Kummka TOHKa? — MOOHa4YuWBajl uMieparopa PyHH.

[3iiH elle pa3 ocMOTpe Ha Kunupuc: ee B3j10XMadeHHBIE BOJIOCHI, BEITJISIALIBAIONIYIO U3-TIOL
MEeX0BOUM HaKUIOKKM 00HaXKEeHHYIO 1o caMoro 6expa HOTy. MelpuTruHa GBICTPO 3aBEPHYIACH B
MeX DO caMor'o Hoca.

— XopoImo, pa3 OHa BCe PaBHO He MOXKET I1eJIMKOM ITPUHAAJIeKaTh HU OOHOMY M3 Hac.

Bot Ttak. Cynobba pac’maa’pbl — noguuHSThCsI. CyapOa pac’Maa’ peI-IIJI€HHUIIB HaCJIeTHUKOB
HaTpe3ckoil uMepuu — MOOUYUHATHECS OECIIPEKOCTIOBHO, BEIh HEIIOKOPHOCTh MOXKET CTOUTH
el JXU3HU.

BoT TONBKO ApeBHSAS TEypTrus yXkKe Hadasa O0yoopaxkuTh KPoBb. M OHa ITOKaXKeT BCEM TPOUM,
YTO B 9TU UTPHI MOXKHO UT'PATh B 00€ CTOPOHHI.

— Yepes onuHHAOLATE OHEH, — He 0e3 eXuacTBa CKasall PyHH, — K Te0e, HMIIepaTopCcKoe
BENIMYECTBO, IpHUeaeT HeBecTa. U T cpa3y OCTAHEILCS He Y mel.

HSﬂH CMEpPUII 6paTa PaCKaJIEeHHBIM B3rjigdaoM, IIOTOM OOHHMM PEIBKOM HpI/IGJ'[I/I3I/IJ'ICSI K KI/II/IpI/IC n
6e3 0co00¥ HEZKHOCTM COMKHYJI MaJTbIIE Y HEe Ha 3amnsictbe. OT TOT0, C KAKOW CHUJION OHU
BIIMJIMCDH B KOXKY, MEUPHUTHHA HEITPOU3BOJIPHO OXHYJIa, HO TYT XKe B3sa cebs B pyku. OTHBIHE U
OO0 CaMOro KOHIla — HUKaKo# cinabocTtu. Hu Kammn CJIe3, HU OOHOI' O BTOP2KEHUsA B OYIITY WA
cepaue. OHa U TaK Ha r'paHHu (pUacKo, ¥ IIOC/IeqHee, YTO yAepKUBaET ee OT IIOJIHOTO IpoBaa
— BHYTpPeHHSs rapMoHusi. HUKTO He TPOHET caMoe COKPOBEHHOE, a TEeJI0 — 3TO BCETO JIUIIb
TeJlo. BHpO‘{eM, TeJIO, B 2KHNJIaX KOTOPOI'o Te4YeT TaKasd IIPUTAraTeJIbHasa OJIsd IIPOCTBIX
CMEPTHBIX KPOBb APEBHUX MeHPUTOB. byapr Ha Hell TaspH — Bce ObIIO OBl Kyma mpoire. B KoHIle



KOHIIOB, B apaxaHe IMOJIHBIM-IIOJTHO KPACHUBEIX CTPACTHBIX OIBITHBIX JKEHIINH, TOTOBBIX
IOCTaBUTh YIOBOJIBbCTBUE IO ITIEPBOMY TPEOOBaHUIO.

A ona... OHa OyOeT IJIEHHUIIEH, U ITOCTAPAETCs He IIOTEPSTh XOTsI OBl TO HEMHOT0E XXKUBOE, YTO
yuersneso nocie obyueHust HactaBHuIl u3 Kepaka. Y HaliTu crioco6 MCIOTHUTD
npegHa3HAYeHUe.

— CeromHs 4eTHOE YHCJI0, — B JIUL0 PyHHY cKa3ai [3iH. [TouTu 6e3 3710CTH, KaK OyOTo
TOBOPHUJI O TOM, UTO COJIHIIE BCTAJIO TaM Ke, TOe U THICSIYHU JIeT Oo 3Toro. — UM pac’maa’pa GyaeTt
CO MHOM IO MOJIYHOUYH. YBUZXKY KOT'0-TO M3 BaC XOTh B CTa IITarax MOOJINU30CTH — HAIOMHIO,
KaKHuM s OBIBAIO C TeMH, KTO He IIOTYHHSIEeTCSI MOEH BoJie.

[TupokuM TBEPOEIM IIAarOM MMIIEPATOP BHIIIEN B ABepPb. KUUPHC efBa 3a HUM IIOCIIEBasa. Yxke
B IIOPOTe OTJIIHyNack: PyHH, CIIOBHO IIeC, Y KOTOPOI'O CaMEBIM HarjaeiM o6pa3om oTobpann
KOCTB, Pa3OpakKeHHO CMOPIIUJI HOC U OCKaJIUIICs, a Paciep IpoBoOKai ee BCe C TEM XKe
OTpEIIeHHEIM CUPEHEBLIM B3TIISIAOM. [1polile pa3rafaTh 3Be3HLIN Y30p 0e37TyHHON HOYbIO,
4YeM MBICJIM 9TOT'0 HEKPOMAaHTA.

Becr iyt 3a [atitHOoM, Kuupuc pa3se uTo He Oexkana. HeckonbKo pa3 efBa He 3amyTajach B
COOCTBEHHBIX HOTAX, HO KAKMM-TO YyAOM COXpaHHJIa paBHOBecue. MiMIiepaTop IMOYTH CHUJION
BTOJIKHYIJI MeprI/ITI/IHy B €€ K€ KOMHAaTYy, II03BOJIUJI pa6bIHe 3aKPBITh 3a HUMU OBEPEb. A moToMm
Pe3Ko, mouTH OPe3rIuBOo, OTIIYCTUI PYKY KHMUPKC U OTOLIEN Ha IPUIHYHOE PACCTOSHUE.
Kuupuc tak 1 octanachk CTOSITh IOCPeAU KOMHATHI, OKUAasl CBOEU y4acTu.

— Ecnu OB 51 XOTh Ha MUHYTY 3allOO3PUJI, YTO THl TaK CUJIBHO OTPaBUIIL COOOM Bcex HAc,
KIsTHyCch, Kuupuc, st 661 mpuKasan 6pocuTth Tebs B MOA3EeMENThe U YOYIIUTb TON Ke HOYbIO.

II3iH OTBEPHYJICS K 3apellledeHHOMY OKHY, BHIIOXHYJI, YTO-TO 6opMoua cebe mox Hoc. Ero
IIMPOKas CIMHa pa3Be YTO He pBajlach U3 IJIeHa TOHKOM COPOYKHU, 3aCTaBISIA MEUPUTUHY
BCIIOMHHATH, KaK MHOI'O Ha Hel CTapPhIX ¥ HOBHIX IITPaMOB, KaK MHOT'O 00JI1 HOCUT Ha cebe 3TOT
BJIACTHHIY MyK4uHa. Y Kuupuc He OBIJIO UIIIO3UM Ha ero cuet: [[3¥H He U3 TeX, KTO 6pocaeT
CII0Ba Ha BETEP, U MBICIb O TOM, YTOOBI M30aBUTHCS OT POTaTOM OECTUM OOHUM MaxoM, ellle He
pa3 moceTuT ero obpeMeHeHHyI0 3a60TaMu 0 rocyfnapcTse rojoBy. Ho BrIpamuBaTh
IIOMUWJIOBAaHHUA OHa HE CTaHeT.

— Ecnu mo#t mMmepaTop XejaeT BUOETh MEHS YHUZKEHHO CTOSINElN Ha KOJIEHSAX B ITOMBITKAX
BBIIIPOCUTH IIPABO XKUTh, TO B TAaKOM cliydae Tebe nyullie cpaly n3baBuThbCcsa oT MeHs1. — OHa
OblyIa yBepeHa, YTO CKaXkeT 3T0 0e3 3aMUHKH, HO YBEPEHHOCTE U TOPINOCTh Pa30UIIUCh O ero
TPOMKOe dyepThixaHbe. Kuupuc moxkenana cebe TepneHus, U BCce-TaKU 3aKOHYMIa. — 5
TOBOPHIIA, YTO HEe MOTY OBITH HUUBLEH /10 TeX MOP, MOKa HaJl0 MHOM TSATOTeeT OPEBHSSA TEYyPTrus.

— 4 momuio, Kuupuc, BoBce He 00s13aTeIbHO HAlTOMUHATh 00 3TOM e2KedacHO.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi UMIIE€EPATOP IIPOCTO MOJIYa U3y4daJl YTO-TO 3a IIPYThAMHU PEIIEeTKH, a KI/II/IpI/IC
cesna Ha cody okoio KpoBatu. Hazmo xe, oT cTpaxa 3absiia, YTO OITKU 0€300KHO 3aMeP3JH,
ctanu 6eecrIMU U CMODPIIIEeHHBIMHA. KHHpHC OTKa3aJlaChk OT IIOMOIIIY, KOTr'ga YCIIy2XKJInBas
paGBIHH IIOTSAHYJIACh K HeH C HeIBYCMBICJIEHHBIM 2KeJIaHUEeM pacCTepeTh 3aMep3lIne CTYIIHHU.
ITouemy-TO ceiiyac IPUCYTCTBHE NEBYOHKH pa3mpazkaio, XoTb KopTa Oblyla umeanbHa B CBOEM
YMEeHUun OLITE HerI/IMeTHOﬁ u OGBIJIGHHOﬁ, KakK Ta6ypeT WJIN Ba3a Ha IIPUKPOBATHOM CTOJIE.

— Tebe HYKHO IIepeoeThCS BO YTO-TO 00Jiee MPUIMYHOE, — HaKOHEI], pacuyrajl TUIINHY
uMnepaTop. Korga oH OBEPHYJICS, 37I0CTH Ha eTo Julle yxKe He 0b110. JIerkoe pasupaxkeHue
BIIepeMeInKy ¢ ¢paTtanuamoM. [Toxoxke, OH BCe-TaK{ HaIlleJI BBIXO, YTOOBI OCTAaThCS B 1agy CO
CBOMMH BHYTPEHHUMHU AeMOHaMu. — Tvl OyHOelb IPUCYTCTBOBATh CO MHOUM Ha BOEHHOM COBETE.

KHPIpPIC CTOMJIO HEBEPOATHBIX YCI/IJ'II/Iﬁ He BbIJATh CBOETO HEJOyYMEHMN. }KeHH_II/IHa — U Ha
BOEHHOM coBeTe? IInenHUna-pac’Maa’pa — Cpequ KOMaHAYIOIINUX [eTEIMA apMUSIMU MYXKYUH?

— CtpanHo, — [I9¥H TIOOOIIIeNT K Hel, B35I 3a ToA00POAOK, BEIHYKAass CMOTPETh €MY B TJia3a.
Kuupuc nmogHsiiack, HO OH BCe PaBHO OB CIIMIITKOM BBICOKHUM, YTOOBI OT HATYT'U y HEE TOT Yac
He 3aTeKsa Inesi. [0JI0BE Ha AB€ BEBEIII€ KaK MUHUMYM. He MYy2K4YHHAQ, a KPOBb BE€JIUKAHOB.

— YT0 TeOs Tak yOUBASIET, MOM MMIIEPATOP?

— ToI He BHITJISIENIA UCITYTaHHOM, KOTAA S MOTPO3UJI JIMIITUTE Te0ST JKU3HU, HO CTOUIIO
3aWKHYTHCSI O COBEPIIEHHO 6€30TaCHOM BEI — U OT TBOEM XpabpoCTH 0CTanach JIUIITH TEHb.



Yrto Tebs Tak ImyraeT, pac’Maa’pa?
— JIuIb TO, YTO THI OYIOEIb UCIIBITHIBATh MOIO CTOMKOCTh CTOJIb... CTPAHHBIM CIIOCOOOM.

— HcnbiTeiBaTh? — To, 4TO OTBET [I31iHa He YOAWBUJI, TOBOPUJIO B IIOJIE3Y €e moTragku. — M 4To
XxKe 51 Oyny ucneiThiBaTh, Kuupunc?

Ha ce# pa3 mepiiiaBrle Iaablbl UMIIEpaTOpPa IOTIaguiIu ee IMoa0opPOoK C eABa YIOBUMbBIM
HaneToM HexKHOCTH. OX, 60TH, HaCTPOEHHUE 3TOTO MYXKUYNHLI MEHSIETCSI CTPEMUTEJIFHEE, UEM
JTI000BHUKHM BETPEHOM MOJIOAOM BOOBHL. U, cyms o Tomy, 4To Kuupuc ycmnemna y3HaTh O HEM,
9Ta CTPAHHOCTH PACIIPOCTPAHSJIaCh UCKITIOUUTEIFHO Ha Hee OHY.

— Moo cuny Bonu, [I31iH, — IIaOsd OIPAMO B €r0 HeIIPOHUIlaeMEble I'Jla3a, OTBeTUsa oHa. — Bce
Te MyXKYHUHBI OYOyT CMOTPETh Ha TBOIO HOBYIO UTPYIIKY, ITOAITYYHUBATH M BRICKA3bIBATHCS O
TOM, XOpOIlla JIX 5 B IIOCTEJIN U HOBOJIEH JIU UX UMIlIepaTop. BeposiTHO, TaK OpeCcCUpyoT
MOJIOABIX GOP3BIX, MOM MMIIEPATOP: 3aCTABASIOT CUNETh Ha MEeCTe BOIIPEKU BCEMY U IOKOPHO
JKOaTh, TOKA XO035HWH OTHACT KOMaHAY.

— TwI cnumkoM MHOTO GosnTaelb, Kuupuc, — 6€33100H0 OXKYpPuI OH. — IIpOCTO ObSIBOILCKHU
MHOTO KaK [IJis TIJIEHHUITE, Ybs )KU3Hb BUCUT Ha BOJIOCKE. Y TeOsi COBCEM OTCYTCTByeT
XKeJlaHue XKUTh?

— Hamporus, Mot umniepaTop — MHe ObI HE XOTEJIOCh YMEPETH, TaK ¥ HE PAacIpoOOBaB XKU3Hb.
Ho opnaxpawr MeHs yKe OTIIPABUIN Ha TOT CBET, M BO BTOPOM pa3 3TO yKe He TaK CTPAIIHO.

[Ia#iH CKOCHUII B3I HA ee 1Iel0, CHOBa HAaXMyPHJICSI — U OoTCTynui. OHa C HEMBIM
ob6ieryueHueM MoMacCUpoBaa 3aTEKIIYIO IIe0.

— Paspegaticsa, Kuupuc. Tebe HyKHO HafleTh YTO-TO Oojiee IPUCTOMHOE, YTOOB MOU
BOEHAYAJIbHUKY U T€HEePaJIbl He BULOEJIN TO XKe, YTO BUXKY 5.

Ha aToT pa3 ummepaTop He CTal YXOOUTh: YCEJCs MPSMO Ha IT0JT 0KOJIO COMBI, COTHYB OIHY
HOTY B KOJIEHE.

Kunpuc npukasana cebe He CMyIIaThCS HU €T0 IPUCYTCTBUIO, HU B3TJIsIAy. Bhina yBepeHa, 4To
npucyTcTBUe [I3iiHa OCTABUT €€ PaBHOIYIIIHOW, HO PeaIbHOCTh B KOTOPHIY pa3 pa3opsaia 3Ty
YBEPEHHOCTh B Knoubsi. CTonsio KopTe cripaBUTHLCS C 3aCTeXXKKaMHU €€ TYHUKU, YPOHUTh OJEeXIY
Ha II0JI, a CJIefOM CIIYCTUTh CO CBel I'OCII0XKM TO HEMHOT0€, YTO C TPYOOM IIPUKPHIBAJIO BCE
UHTUMHEIE MeCTa, Kak Kuupuc ot gymum nokpacHesna. [a Tak, 4TO JaXe YIIU BCIILIXHYIIH.
Kasamocsh, OT ee Tela UCXOOUT CaMbIii HACTOSIIIUY Kap, HAaCTOJIbKO OCSI3a€MBIN, YTO CTHIA
BHUIHO 3a CTO MHJIb BOKPYVT.

— IToBepHucek, Kuupuc, — npukasan uMIepaTop.

MelipuTHHA UCIIOJIHUIIA IPUKa3. Y Hee OymeT BpeMs MOKa3aTh XapakKTep, HO ceyac, Koraa
KU3HU HUYEro He yrPoXKaeT, U UMIIePaTop B CBOEM 3aKOHHOM IIpaBe, KeM OoHa OymeT, eciu
cTaHeT OPBIKATHCS, KakK HeoObe3KeHHass KoObia? Pa3Be YTo pa3deuT ee y4acTh U OTBeHaeT
XJIBICTA.

— Korpa TwI 6b171a ¢ MY>KYWHOU B IOCIIEIHUN pa3?

— Pa3Be Moif ©MIIepaTop He XKeJall HUUero He 3HATh O TOM, YTO OBLJIO 10 HETO? — YKPAIKOu
MepeCcIpoCHiia OHa.

— 4 He cmpammBaio 0 KonudecTse, Kunpuc, MeHss HHTEpPeCcyeT, KOrfa Thl OblJIa C MyKYUHOU.
Bomnpoc npefenbHO siceH. Y MeHs HeT MJUII03UM Ha CUeT TOr'0, YTO MOHU OpaThs ycIenu K Tebe
TIPUKOCHYTHCS, HO B TAaHHOM CJIy4ae MeHS UHTepecyeT JIUIIb CEKC.

— OTO0 OBLIIO TaBHO, MOIM UMIIEPATOP.

«[a-0a, pacckasicu-ka emy kKak amo 6bL10, moa 0opoeas, — noxuxukana KpoBoxanHas. —
To20a oH passe 4ymo Ho2u 06 mebsi 3axo4em 8blMuUPAMb».

— Kak maBHOo, Kunpuc? IlpekpaTy UCHEITBHIBAThE MO€E TepIieHre. — POXIOEHHBIN IIe-To B
rnyOuHe ero ropja pHK KPaCHOPEYMBO MOAYEPKHYI HEYMECTHOE CUTYAlIMU pa3gpaxKeHue.
HMnepaTop OoinxeH OBITH TOBOJIEH CBOEH pac’Maa’poi, a He pa3 3a pa3oM CIIOTHEIKAThCS O ee



HEYKJTIOZKECTh.
— JIBa roma Ha3af, MOM UMIIEpPaToOp.

— W 4TO0 XKe TH fefalia Bce 9TH ABa roma? Mrpana c cecTpamMu?
HaMmek ObI1 HeOBYCMBICTI€HHEBIM.

— B Tom umcne u 3T0, MO¥ uMnepaTop. HacTaBHUIIE yYUIX Hac IIO3HABaTh CBOE TEJIO...
MHOX€eCTBOM c1oco00B. — CTpaHHO, HO BOIIPOCH ITOHEMHOT'y ycrokounu Kuupurc, 3actaBunu
CBBIKHYTBCS C TeM (PAKTOM, UTO OHA MO-IPEKHEMY CTOUT nepen HUM abCOIOTHO ToIas.

«borwy, IIYCTh OH Heé IIPDUKaXKeT paﬁBIHe...»

— 4 xouy yBUOEeTh TBOE YOOBOIbCTBUE, Kuupuc, — npukasan oH. 2KecTko u 4eTKO 0603HaYUIT
CBOIO TOTPeOHOCTh. — UM y HAC COBCEM HET BpeMeHH, ITI03TOMY COBETYIO IIOTOPAIIJIMBATECS C
9TUM, BMECTO TOT0, YTOOBI MCKATh IPUYHUHY OTKA3aTh.

— Pa3Be g MOr'y 0TKasaTh MOEMY UMIIEPaTopy?
Kuupuc marsayia K HeMy, HO [[91H OCTaHOBUJI €€ OOHUM KOPOTKUM «Het».
— Kopra, nogogBUHB IOCIIOXKE KPECTIO.

PabrIHSI TOT Yac ucnonHWIIa Ipukas3. Kuupuc cemna, pyku caMU OepPHYJIUCH BBEPX B IIONLITKE
MIPUKPHITHCSI, HO OHA CIIPaBMUJIACh C MUHYTHOM c1abocThio. [I9MH X04eT CMOTpeTh. [lapy pa3
HaCTaBHUIIBI 3aCTaBJIAJIN OejlaTh HEUTO ITOJO0OHOEe TeX cecTep, KOTOPHIX OfojeBasa
HEeI03BOIUTEeNbHas c1aboCTh K CTHIAY. HamoxKHMUIIA MOJI2KHA ObITh PACKPETOIeHHOM, nHaYe
OHa He CMOXKEeT OOCTaBUTh PafOCTh CBOEMY I'OCIIOOUHY. A 0 TOM, KaKUX UMEHHO «PamocTeu»
KeJawT OoraTkle TOCIIOa, XOAUIIH LieJible JIeTE€HHI.

Cama Kuupuc nuimns pas opoiiia 4yepes 1mogo06Hoe M He CKa3aTb, YTOOHI CIIpaBuiIach OIecTsIme.
Ho Torma HampoTHB CUAEIN HAaCTABHUIIBI, KOTOPHIE JKEeJIalaH JIUIIbh IPUCTPYHUTE €€ CTHIM: OHa
BBITIONIHUIIA TPeOOBaHKE ITOYTH MEXaHU4YeCKH, 663 BO30yXKIeHUs CO ciaaboi pu3ndecKomn
pas3psankoii. OmryieHus ObIIM CPOIHU IPOCTOM IIeKOTKU: OLICTPH ¥ KOpoTKHe. OT HUX Jaxke
roJIoBa He 3aKpyKujach.

Ho cettuac HanpotuB cupen JI91H: KPEIIKUHN CUIBHBIN U 0€3yNPeYHBIN MyKYWHA, IO
B3TJ/ISIIOM KOTOPOTO BCE ee CO3HaHUE TpeleTano, OyaTo OOMHOKUIM TUCTOK Ha BETPY.

— Horu, Kuupuc, — HaloOMHUJI ©UMIIEPATOP, KOTOa OHAa HeCMEeJIO OIIyCTHJIa JJagOHb Ha XKUBOT.

Ona pa3Bea KOJieHU, HO [[31H BCe ellle He BHITJIAOEN JOBOIbHBIM. [IpUIIIOCE CEeCTh Ha Kpak
Kpeciia, ONEepeBIINCh C3au Ha PYKY, YTOOH He YIacTh, ¥ PA3BECTH HOTH MHOM MPSIMBIM YTJIOM.

— Mot uMnepaTop KejaaeT UMEeHHO 3Toro? — OHa OIyCTHIIa JIaflOHb HUXKE, CKOIb3HYyIa
IasbllaMy 10 TJIafKOM KOXKe, HEIPHYJIa MEXAY CKIafKaMKu — U 3aMepiia.

— Ilpopomnzkaii, MelipuTHUHa, — y2Ke YyTh THUIIlE, C 3aMEeTHO XPUIIOTLION, ToTpeboBan [IatH. —
CrioHt OJist MeHsI.

BesymMmue Kakoe-To. [10 TOIOJHOMY B3TJISIAY BUOHO, YTO OH XO4eT OOJIBIIEro, YeM IIapy pas
MMOYTH LIEJIOMYAPEHHO ee IPuacKaTh UM CMOTPETh, KaK OHAa COOCTBEHHBIMU TajbIlaMu OymeT
IOBOOMUTH cebs mo 3KCcTa3a. IToxoxke, y mMIIepaTopa TOXKe eCTb CBOS UT'pa, HO, B OT/IUYKE OT
cTpaHHOCTel PyHHa u Pacnepa, Kuupuc He Bupmena ¥ HaMeKa Ha IIpaBujia. 3Haja JIMNIIb, YTO
[o¥iH M00UT HOAYUHSTD, OYIb TO TOPOa WX KEHIIUHEI, U He OymeT 6JIarOCKJIOHEH K
CTPOIITHUBEIM.

U Bce xke, 94TO-TO B €T0 B3TJIANE 3aCTaBJISAI0 MEMPUTUHY OyMaTh, YTO UMEHHO C HEH ero
JKaxXja MoBejieBaTh OOpeTaeT HOBLIE, EMy CAMOMY HETIOHSITHBIE SMOIUU. Y 3TH 9MOIHUH. ..
HaMeKU Ha 9MOIMY, HaMeKHU Ha ero JKejaHue 00/1afaTh €10 Bceleno u 6e3rpaHuyHO
II03BOJIMIIN POOUTHCS B €€ Tejle YeMY-TO TeIJIOMY U I0Ka HEIOHSITHOMY. YeMy-TO TaKOMY, 4ero
He OBIJIO Ha UCIBITAHWY Iepel HacTaBHUIaMU. [la ¥ He MOTJIO OBITh.

Ona IIPUKOCHYJIAQCh K cebe J1erko, eBa IIOPXHYJIa IIaJIblIlaMU II10 TOHKOU I'PaHU YOOBOJIbLCTBUA.



ITomoOHBIE UTPHI HUKOTOA 0CO00 €¥ He HPaBUJIMCh, HO CeldYac 3TO OBIIIO ITPeaCTaBJIeHue OJIs
Hero, ansa [IsriHa. Y 0T 0mHOM 5TOU MEBICIIM B I'OJIOBE CJIafKO 3allyMesio. Bce Tpe3Bble MBICIU U
OCTaTKU CTECHEHUS ITOCTEIIEHHO BHIBETPUBAJIMCE, YCTyIIasi MECTO €IUHCTBEHHOMY K€EJIaHUI0 —
IOKa3aTh eMY, YTO el He Hy>KHO OBITh CTPACTHOM JTI000BHUIIEHN, YTOOLI 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 TEJIO
M3HBIBATH OT KejlaHusi. OH MOJIXKEH KeJlaTh ee BOT TaKyl0: CMYIIEHHYIO, HO IIOKOPHYIO,
TOOATINBYIO, HO Hepa3TragaHHYIo.

Ero cuna u yBepeHHOCTb Oyauiau B HeMl CTPAHHOE OTBETHOE JKeJIaHWe: ITIOOYUHUTHCS, CTaTh
TOM, PSAMOM C KOTOPOH OH 3abymeT o BceX cCBOUX BoeHHEIX coBeTax M noxomax. M oHa
pasropanack. [0 APOXKHY B KOJIEHSX, 0O COMBYMBOTO ObIXaHUS, IO UCKYCAHHKIX I'y0.

ITanbibl CKOTB3UIN BHU3 U BBEPX, JIMIIL U3penKa IpuKacasch K TOU TOUKe, KOTOpas yXKe
TPeIeTHO HbIJIa JaXxe OT HaMeKa Ha MpuKocHoBeHus. Korma-To, B Kepake, ogHa U3 cecTep
Hay4dusa ee, 4YTO YOOBOJILCTBHE HY2KHO CMaKoBaTh, OyITO CIafOCTH: He 3alIMXUBATh BCE CPa3y
B POT, JTUIIEL OBI IPOTJIOTUTH, @ CMAKOBaTh, OTKYCHIBAs KPOIIEYHEIE KyCOUYKU. Y HAaCTakaaThCA
Kaxao¥ HOTOM BKyca. MHade Oy 4ero Torga BooOIe HaYuHaTh?

— He 3akpniBa#t rma3a, Kuupuc, — ObIT ciegyromuii mnpuka3. — CMOTPY Ha MeHS U He
OCTaHaBJIMBaNCH.

970 OBIIO Kyfa CJIOXKHEee, YeM CIIPAaBUTHCS C HEJTABHUM IIPUCTYIIOM CThIA. [I3WH TakK U CUMEN
TaM: ITOYTH pacciiableHHbM, KaK OyOTO BUIOEN HeYTO IoJmo0HOoe MHOXKeCTBO pa3. CKopee
Bcero, Tak u OblJ1o. HO ero ropsiumii B3TJIsA[ BhEIOaBall MCTUHHBEIE YyBCTBa.

U Kumpuc, HaCHITUBIIKCH €T0 C TPYAOM CAEePKUBAEMOM CTPACThI0, PAaCKPhLIAch elre GOoJIbIIe,
omlyiasi ce0s eBa 1 He 9K30TUYECKUM IIBETOM, KOTOPBIHM XXUBET JHUIIb [IJIST TOTO, YTOOB! Ha
HECKOJILKO MI'HOBEHHUU PaCIIaXHYTh JIEIIECTKH.

OHa HeBOJIbHO 3aCTOHAJIa ¥ BHITHYJIACh, KOT{la MOAYIIIeYKOi CpeaHero masblla IIpruxKaila CaMyo
ropsiuyio TouKy. TOMHOe YOOBOILCTBUE CMEHUIIOCEH IPKUMHU yoapaMu HacmaxneHus. OHH,
CJIOBHO OMY B pyKax MacTepa, XJIecTalli ee 1o HoraM, 6empaM, 3aTeM MOOHSIIUCH BHIIIE, pa3 3a
pa3oM 00KuUTast C KaXKOBIM HOBHIM [ABUKEHUEM IajiblieB. JIagoHb cTana BIaXHOMH, KITUTOP
Habyx, u Kuupuc ¢ TpymoM 3acTaBlisania cebsi ycumeTh B Kpeciie. beapa efiBa He ITOAIPHITUBAIIH,
ep3alii U3 CTOPOHLI B CTOPOHY.

— 4 xouy Tebs cnymarts, Kuupuc. B TBoeM MbIYaHMU CKBO3b 3yOBI HET HUYETO MPUSTHOTO.

I'y6bI pa30MKHYJIMCH cCaMu COOOM, OT CaMOI'0 HM3a KMBOTA K I'PYIAM XJIBIHYJIA BOJTHA efBa
CIepXMBaeMoro ynoBOJIbCTBUSA. OHa 3aKpHUyara: cCHadaua 3TO OB IOUTH HECIIBIIIHEIN CTOH,
HO KOT[a TaJIbIIEl HaJlaBUJIN CUJIbPHEE — U3 TOPJia BRIPBAJICS HACTOSIITUN KPUK.

— Kuupuc, roe kiou? — capocun J13iH.
Yrto? Boru, OH YTO, MEeHCTBUTEIILHO X0UYeT IIOTOBOPUTL 00 9TOM CEMYAC?
— Moii... umMnepaTop... — ['omoc mpeman ee, cioBa 0OJIbIlle HATIOMUHAJIK XKATOOHBIH CKYJIEXK.

— He ocraraBnuBaiics, Kuupurc, — nprukasai OH yKe xKecTue. — M oTBedall Ha BOIIPOC: IrOe
TIPOKJIATHIN KIII0Y K TBOEMY Ta3pHY?

Ona npukycuia ry0y — U egBa He BCKPUKHYJIa, Koraa [[3iH He0KMOaHHO 0Ka3aJiCs PSAIOM.
BcTan MexXny ee MINPOKO pa3BeNeHHBIX HOT, JIUIIL CJIerKa IPpUTparuBasich K oOHaKeHHOHN
KOXKe.

Ero nuiio 3a mejieHOM OJIWHHBIE BOJIOC OBIIO OMHOBPEMEHHO U AUKUM, U MOTPSCAIOIIE
KpacuBbeIiM. Kak OyOTo B 3TOr0 MyK4YMHY Bcenuncs caM Co6a3H, U C KaXKa0W CeKyHOOoMH
OTCeKas KyCKH OT ero caMoo0IafaHus.

— 4 He 3HalO, TOe OH, — C TPYAOM, HO BCe-TaKHu CMOTI'Jla IIPOU3HECTHU OHa.

— VBepeHa, 4TO He JIyKaBulllb? — [[9HHIIePEeXBaTUII ee PYKYy, OCTaHaBIuBas. A ITIOTOM HaBUC
BCEM TEJIOM, CJIOBHO XOTEJI PA3aBUTh B CITyYae HEYIOBIETBOPUTEILHOTO OTBEeTa. — THI
IOJIXKHA 3HaTh, KUMpPHUC, MOTOMY YTO ST HUKOI'[Ia He moBepro, OyOTO MBICITH O ITobere u ceobome
HUKOTTIa He IOCeIaay TBOIO POraTyio TOJIOBY.

MeﬁpHTHHa 3allunIiesjia 1IpsiMo B €ero CypoBoe JIUI0, OTIIPAHYJIA, IIBITAaACh nouMaThb



COOCTBEHHEIE AL, HO [[911H OTOOBUHYJI €€ PYKY, OTOOBUHYJICS caM. M BoBpeMsi.

— 4 He 3HAI0, MO MMIIEPATOP, — IPOCTOHAJA OHA CKBO3b JIMXOPAOOYHO CTydallue 3y0H.
37I0CTh CMelIanach C BCKUIIEBIINM XKeJIaHUEM U, BOIIPEKU €€ BOJIe, BHIIIJIECKUBAIACh
0ECKOHTPOJIFHBIMU BCHBIIIIKAMU arpeccuu. Byab oH 9yTh OJTMKe, 9TOT KODOHOBAHHBIM ITOTAHET],
oHa Onl 00s13aTEJILHO BOH3UJIA B HETO 3yOHI.

— OHu rge-to B Kepake? CrpsiTaH mop 3aBecoii? Takue Bellyd He KJIagyT B CYHOAYKHU U He
3apBIBAIOT IO 3EMITIO.

— 2Kpu1irsl MacCKMpoOBaJIX BCe, YTO IIPENCTABIIAJIO XOTh KaKyI0-TO I[eHHOCTh, [I3itH. — OHa
HapOYHO Ha3Bajla ero o MMeHHu, 4TOOB, HaKOHEell, Pa3pYIINTh IPerpaay OTPEIIeHHOCTH,
KOTOPYIO UMIIEPATOP TaK TIIATEIbHO 000poHsI. — U ecnu Tk, [I91H, Kelaellb UM BJIafeTh,
MIPUAETCS TIOCTAPaThCsI, IOTOMY YTO 3TO SI0JI0YKO HU 3a UTO CaMO He yIafeT Tebe B PyKH.

OH ocKJ1aGuICs: IIUPOKO, MIOTOSIAHO, KaK TPUyMaTop yIs0aeTcs B JIUIIO TOBEPXKEHHOMY. A
TIOTOM PHIBKOM IIOCTABUII €€ Ha HOTU. KMUPUC IPHIIIOCH BUEMIUTHCS B €0 IIJIEUH, YTOOHI He
ynacthk. Konenu mpemaTenbCKy ApozKalii, MeXay HoraMu 00JIe3HeHHO HBII0. MelipuTHHa
maXke yKycuia cefsi 3a HUKHIO Ir'y0y, JTUITb OBl He 3aXHBIKATh UJIM, YTO ObIII0 OB KyAa XyXKe,
yMOJISATE [19iHA pa3pelInTh UCILITATh IOCIEHNE, CaMble CJIagKHUe SMOIUH.

— Kopra, omenb rocuoxy. [lonarato, OymeT yMecTeH puar. 5 pacnopsizKych, YTOOB MOU
TBapOeHIlbl TUYHO COTIPOBOAMIIM BaC B 3aJI, Iie coOupaeTcss Matklii BOEHHEBIH COBET.



I''maBa BocbMasi

C yxomoM uMIlepaTopa KOMHaTa CJIOBHO BBIIOXHYJA: CTajla IIPOCTOPHee U cBeTiee. Kuupuc
GeccUIbHO CIIOJI3/Ia Ha IT0JI, C HeMOH 6/1arogapHOCTHIO ITI03BOIKUIA pabbIiHe YKYTaTh €€ MJIeYd B
CIEePHYTOe C KPOBATH MOKPEIBaJIo. Teslo mMpomoskKao IpefaTeIbCKU AP0KaTh, HU3 JKUBOTA
BBIKPYYMBAIN VHUKEHUE U 00uIa.

«BedHas conausas 0emouka cA0MaadCh U Yymb He naadyem, nomomy umo 60oavbwotl 3101
cameu, omkasa/acsa ee noumems, — usneBanack KpoBoxkanHas. — Kmo 66l comHesasics, ymo
mul becxpebemHass mpAanka».

«3amxkHucyb yace, — ycmupuna ee CobnasHuTenvuuIla. — Haw umnepamop xomes ee. Byov y
Heao K104 U maspH — maaviwika Kuupuc dasHo 6bi1a 6bl 8 €20 eQUHOAUYHOU
cobcmeeHHOCMU».

IToka monuanuBas Kopra momorasa e ogeBaThcsi, Kuupuc B COTEIN pa3 MIPOKpy4YHUBasa B
TOJIOBe BCe mpowu3ouiefiiee. [I91H 0CTaBUIJI TaK MHOTO XJIEOHBIX KPOIIEK, YTO KaK TOJIBKO
CXJIBIHYJIM 3JI0CTh U BO30YyKIOEeHIMeE, OHA YBUAEJIa OYEBUIHBIE BEIIIU: U3 BCEX TPeX HaCIeOHUKOB,
MMEHHO HMIIepaTOpP OJOBEPAJI eli MeHbIIle OCTAJIbHBIX. HO, B OTlIn4YHue OT 6paTbeB, OH He
CO6I/IpaJ'ICH OOBOJIBCTBOBATLECSA POJIBIO OOHOTO M3 TPpeX. BOBMO}KHO, NMEHHO U3 XeJIaHuid He
OEJUTh ee HU C KeM, [[3HH IpednoYnTaeT 4epKaThCs Ha PACCTOSIHUH.

Puar okasascst 6yATo Ha Hee CKPOEH: TEMHO-CUHNE 3aMILIEBhIE IIITAHEI IIJIOTHO 00Jieraau HOTH,
K HUM IIIJTa TAKOTO JKe IIBeTa COpPOoYKa M Tyro¥ YepHBIM KopceT. KopTa 3aTsHyna ero
IOCTaTOYHO CHJIBHO, HO OCTaBujia KMUPKUC BO3MOKHOCTH HOPMAJIFHO IIEPEeOBUTATHCS U
IOBIIIATh.

I'Bapmerinel 6€3 IPUKITIOUEHUH U OCTAaHOBOK IIPOBEJIH €€ B 3aJl, ITie yXKe ObIJIo He
IIPOTOJIKHYTHCA OT KOJIM4YeCcTBa MyXK4YuH. Kuupuc crioTHysna, Korga oecsarts map rias
YCTaBUJIUCH Ha Hee, CTOWUJIO IePECTYNIUTh IIOpor. YTo monaraeTcs AenaTh B TAaKUX CIIydasax?
HacTaBHUIBI 00YYUIN COTHSIM YMECTHBIX B TOM WM MHOM CUTYallMU IIPUBETCTBUM, HO HU OTHO
He TOOWJIOCH [JIst MoxoOHOM cutyanmu. U Bce Ke OHa He MOTJIa OOJIT0 HTHOPUPOBATH 3TO
MOJIYaHUE.

— IlycTh Balllu MeuM He 3HAIOT IOpakKeHUs HU B JIydyaX I'PUT’'pa, HU B IYHHOM CUSHUU, —
CKasaJjla OHa CIOepIKaHHO U OpyxkentoOHO. M no3Bonuna cebe eqBa 3aMeTHYIO YIIBIOKY OIS BCEX
cpa3y. [Ia1iHy Ke nojapusa IPUCTaJIbHBIN X0IOOHBIM B3T/IaA. OH XOTelN ee, HO OTKa3bkIBaJiCs
TMOMYyYUTh — TakK IyCTh Ke BIIPedb Tak u OymeT. PaHo unu mo3mHo [91H mubo cioMaeTcs, mubo
cnoMmaeT ee. — [IyCTh Bamu JKeHH U AEeTU HUKOTa He JIBIOT CJIe3Hl OT I'PYCTH, @ JIUIIb OT
pPafoCTU ¥ TOPAOCTH 3a N00enkl CBOUX MYKUYMH.

MunyTy unu OOJIBIIIEB 3ajie CTOsI/Ia TaKas IJIOTHAS THUINWHA, YTO OBLIIO CHBIIIHO, KaK I'e-TO
TIOM KPHIIIIEH OT MBIIITMHOM BO3HU CKPEIIST IIOJIOBUIIEI. A HMIIepaTop He coOOupancs menaTh
POBHBIM CYETOM HHUYETO, YTOOBI BHECTH SICHOCTH B BO3HHUKIITYIO HEJIOBKOCTh. HO Ham Hel
CKaIUIUCh caMM OOTH: U3 TOJIIILI BIIEpeN IIPOTUCHYJICS MOJIONOM — BPSA JIu cTapiue [[sfiHa —
MyZXK4YMHa B CEPOM, C IPOH3UTEJIBHEIM B3TJIIAOM BEICMaTPUBAIOIIETO XKEePTBY KOPIIYyHaA.

— YTo TH Takoe, He3HAKOMKa? — OH He 6e3 yOUBIEHUS TO IEIJISIJICS B3T/ISIOOM 3a ee pora, To
u3y4as JIUI0, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CHOBA BO3BpAIIlaJICs K poraM.

— Mos pac’maa’pa, — BMecTo Kuupuc orsetun [Is1H.

«TBOSI M?» — BHIPA3UTEJILHEIM B3TJISIIOM CIIPOCHIIA OHA, OOHOBPEMEHHO C (haIbIIHBON
VIILIOKOM IPUHKUMAS OT MYXKYKWHEI B CEPOM ITOYTUTEILHEIM ITOIIeNyH B MOAYIIIEYKY Ha
OOJIBIIIMM IMaJIbIlEM.

— C KakuX IOp Ha BOEHHEIE COBETHI CTAIM IMIPUTJIaliaTh MOTACKyx? — HemoBonbHOE BOpUaHue
IIpUHAaAJeXkano TY4YHOMY oOpIo3TiIeMy MyK4YWHe C IIepeBsI3bio Ha IpaBoM rina3ly. Hecmorpsa Ha
CKBEDHBIH T'0JIOC ¥ OTTAJIKUBAIOIIYIO0 BHEITHOCTh, KUUpUC He YyBCTBOBAJIA K HEMY
oTBparmeHus. — 2KeHIMHaAM MeCTO 3a BHIINBaHUEM, a 6abam — B apaxaHe.

— XKenaemb o6CyouTh MOU peliieHus, Topanba? — BKPamgYUBO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS UMIIEPATOP.

— ZKenaio cka3aTh, UTO 9TO CpaHb c00aubsi, — OTPHI3HYJICS TOT, HO yKe Kyna 6ojiee mOKOPHO.
A moTOM UM BOBCE PYKOM MaxHYJ, KaK Obl TOBOpPs: «JlemaiTe, 4TO XOTUTE!»



— B takom cnyyae, npuctynum. Kuupuc, csigb BOT TaM.

[aiiH yKa3aj Ha CUPOTIIMBOE KPECJIO HeMOOaleKy OT MaCCUBHOTO CTOJIA, BOKPYT KOTOPOT'O
paccenuch MyXK4YuHEL. MelpuTHHA 3aHs/Ia MEeCcTo, a BepHasi KopTa mpucTpouiack 0OKOJIO Hee H,
10 OOBIKHOBEHUIO, YTKHYJIACh JIOOM B IIOJI.

3ai, roe cobupasncs Manblli BOEHHEBIM COBET, ObLI, IT0XKalyH, CaMBIM CKyTHBIM U3 BCEX,
KoTOpHe Kunpuc goBenoch yBumeTh B 3aMKe TyMaHOB. [laxke B KyXHe 00CTaHOBKa
pacronarasa K 601TOBHe. 3[ieCh XKe KpoMe Irpy6oii Mebesin 1 MHOXKeCTBa CTeJlaxkel C
KWUIIaM¥ KHUT, OyMar ¥ mepraMeHToB, O0JIbllle HUYero U He ObUI0. 3aTO IPSIMO B CTOJIEIITHUIIE
OBlIa BRIpe3aHa [OBOJIBHO IToApoOHas KapTa Bcero Pyxana, u HaTpe3ckas uMnepys 3aHUMasa
caMyl0 MacCHUBHYIO ee 4acTb. Kunupuc cropasna oT JII000IBITCTBA, U XKeJIaHUsI XOTh OGHUM
rJ1a3K0M no6uzKe PacCMOTPETh BCIO KapTy. Bpsn nu, ecnu oHa COPBETCS C MeCTa U CTaHeT
3arasagbiBaTh €My dYepes miedo, [I3MH IPOCTUT 3TY BOJIBHOCTh

— YTO TBOPUTCS C 30JI0THIMH HojiuHaMmu, Habum? — MMIepaTop BOIIPOCUTEILHO ITOCMOTPETT
Ha MYyK4YMHE CPEOHUX JIeT, C BEIPA3UTEJIbHON CeQUHOU Ha BUCKaxX, KOTOpas Pe3Ko
KOHTpPaCTUPOBaJja C ero 6e3ynpeyHo-4epHOM I'yToH I1eBenopoi. — IloueMy TBOSI apMHUs [0
CUX IIOP He IIepelnia peKy?

— MecTHOe HaceneHue COMMPOTUBIIETCS, — HEXOTs oTpamopToBas Habwuir.
— H? C KaKux mop 3TO CTAJIO IPOOIeMoi?

— C Tex, KakK ero Jo4YKa 0Ka3aJIoCh JKeHOM OOHOT0 M3 TAMOIIHUX KacXapos, - BMecTo Habuia
OTBETUJI CUSLINYN HAIIPOTHUB MOJIOION MYyKYKWHA C YPOOJIMBEIM OKOTOM Ha Juile. — f TOBOPHII,
YTO eT0 CIeA0BaJIo ellle TOr[ia II0OBECUTD, a He KOaTh, T0Ka OH BPa3yMHUT MAaJIOJIETHIOIO OPSHE.
IOymaerb, Habuin, HUKTO He MOHSJI, YeT0 Pafgy THl OTHAJI IO0Yb 3@ CUASIIETr0 Ha 30JI0THIX
PYAOHHUKax cocema?

— He nmom#10, 4TOOH maBan Tebe CJI0BO, — ocamui 60nTyHa [9iH.

[Topa3uTenbHO, HO UMIIEPATOPY HaXxe He TPeG0oBaIoCh HOBHIIIATE I'0JIOC, YTOORI pa3oM
TIOBECUThH ITeUaTh MOJTYaHUS Ha PTHl BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOIINX.

— 41 Bce ellle XAy 0TBeTa, — yxKe Gojiee pa3mpakeHHO MoToponui Habuia uMiepaTop.

My>K4yuHa C ceIbIMM BUCKaMHU ITollaMKaJll rybaMy, OHIHOBPEMEHHO TepeOs B IanbllaX TO JIX
IIJIaTOK, TO JIM KaKOW-TO APYro¥ KycoK TKaHU. [IpucMoTrpeBmuchk, Kuupuc saMetuia Ha HeM
IIOTPENIaHHYI0 BEIINBKY C OXPaHHBIMU pyHaMu. HeduTo momo6HOe KEeHIIUHEI JapUId CBOUM
MYKbsIM B IeHb, KOT[Ia aBajyu OpayHbie KISTBBL, B 3HAK TOT0, UYTO OTHHIHE U [0 CAaMOT0 KOHIIA
WX XKU3Hb OyAeT MOCBAIIeHHAasa 3a00Te 0 MyKe U uxX OyOyIIuX OeTsX. MHOTHE TaBHO He
IIpUIepKUBaNIUCh CTaphIx 00pAnoB, U3 yero Kuupuc coenana BeiBom, uTo Habui u ero xeHa
U3 TeX H3TPE30B, YTO CTOPOHSATCSA BCET0 HOBOTO, IIPEAIIOYnTasI XKUTh TaK, Kak 3aBelllalin
npenku. B momoOHOM yKitame He ObUIO HUYETO CTPAIIHOI'0 WJIM CMENTHOI'0, HO 3[EeCh K€ KPHIJICS
U OTPOMHEIM BOIIPOC: KaK B TaKOM CJIydae 9TOT YeJIOBEK ITofepzKuBaeT HOBLIE, 3aBeJeHHEIE
[a1iHOM ITOPSAOKU?

— 4 oTman npuka3 GopcupoBaTh PEKY, MO UMIIEPATOP, HO TaM CUIbHOE TedeHue. Ecimu 6wt
BOMHEI HOILITH BOPOM, 51 OBI IIOTEPSII ABE TPETH apMuu. HakaHyHe KTO-TO CXKET ero OoTJa.

— T&I rOBOPUII IIPO MOCT IECSITh OHEW Ha3all, — HanoMHuI uMnepaTtop. OH JIEHUBO IOAIEep
KYJIaKOM II[eKy ¥ BHITJISIIENI 6ECKOHEUHO CKyYalolluM YeJIOBEeKOM. BOT TOJIBKO B3TJISIT OCTAJICS
TAKUM K€ XUIIHBIM U OCTPHIM. — {1 mpegymnpenusn Te6s1 0 fypHOM HPaBe 9TUX JIIOAEH, U
IBaXX[Ibl HAIIOMHUJI 0 He0OXOOUMOCTH BEICTABIISATh OXPaHY.

— JliogsiM BEINYCTUIIU KUIIIKKM, — y2Ke 00jiee pa3mpaxkeHHO oTBeTusn Habuir. — Mbl HaxoOuiu
TPYIH JO30PHBIX TOYTH KaXkK0€e YTPO.

— W THI pemmn, 94TO MpoIlle COBCEM HUYETO He fesaTh? Unu B TBOEUW apMHUU CpaXKarTCs
TPYCNUBBIE JKEHIITMHBI?

— B Moe#t apMun cpakaioTcsi BOMHBI, KOTOPHIE ITPUBLIKIIM JOBEPSATH CBOEMY I'eHepaiy. —
My>k4yuHa 3aMeTHO HepBHUYAI. To JIM U3-3a HeOBYCMEBICIIEHHON HAaCMeIIKY HaJ HUM, TO JIU
IIOTOMY, YTO YyBCTBOBAJI 3a COOO¥ BUHY.



— BowuHb B 6a0CKux 100KaxX, — BCTABUJI CBOE CJIOBO My2KYHHA B CEPOM.

— U cpaxarwTcs OHH OOHUM MECTOM, a He pyKaMU, — IIOOXBAaTHUJI HACMEIIKY CEIOBIAaCHI
TOILIUM M KOCTJISIBEIM, KaK caMa CMepPTh, My2K4YHWHAa CO CMOPIIIEHHOU MJIEIIINBOX I'OJI0BOU.
Kuupuc gaxke He nbeITanack yragarth, CKOJIBKO €My JIeT: IIJIEIIUBHIN BRITIAAE] TaKUM Ke
IPEeBHUM, KaK U TPEXCOTJIETHHUE epeBhs B [lycThiHe cMepTu. — BepositHo, Habuin He 3HaET,
YTO B €T0 apMHU BOIOIOT PYKOIKOTIbIE AeBKH, IIOTOMY YTO OH ¥ CaM [IaBHO 3a0bIJI, [ 4eTo
MYXKUKY SHIIa.

DTo 3aMevaHue OBIII0 BCTPEYEHO I'POMKHUM OTOOPUTETBbHBIM XOX0TOM. KMUpHC Ke He CBoguiIa
B3IJISa C JIUI] TeHepaJjia ¥ uMIlepaTopa, ¥ BUAea, YTO UX MOTYaIUuBBIM OeOUHOK BOT-BOT
BRIHAMIET U3-TI0[] KOHTPOJs. Yero ke mobuBaeTcs IaWH?

Korpma Habwurn copBasicst ¢ MecTa, B 3ajie MTHOBEHHO o0pa3oBajiack TummuHa. CoBa reHepasa
pas3opBanu ee OECIOUIaHON TPOCTHIO.

— MozxkeT OBITh, MOUM BOWHEL 1 YpE3MEPHO OCTOPOKHEI, HO OHM, 10 KpaWHel Mepe, He TaCKaioT
Ha nojie 601 0003HBIX IITIOX, A S HE TEIITyCh TEM, YTO BJIACTh IO3BOJISIET MHE BECTH Ce0s Kak
WUT'PAIOIINH B KYKJTHI MaJIbYHIIIKA.

Kaxmoe cmoBo, CJIOBHO CTpeJia, mojeTesio B [I9iHa, HO HM OJHO HEe TPOHYJIO MMIIepaTopa
IOCTaTO4YHO I'Ty00K0. OH JUIh HAXMYPUJICS, ¥ MEIOJIEHHO BCTaJl, ONUPASICh JIAJOHSIMHU O
cTonemHuIly. Kuupuc maxe mokas3anaoch, YTO HaJl €70 MaKyIIKOM cOOpaluch IPO30BLIe O6JIaKa
¥ CBEPKAIOT MOJIHWH, He IIpedBelas BCOEIIFYNBOMY I'eHepasly HUYero XopoIero.

— BOT yXK ¥ MOMBICTUTE HE MOT, YTO MO€ CaMOOYPCTBO 3afeHeT Te6st HaCTONLKO... TIIy00KO, —
eJIeHBIM T0JI0cOM 3aMeTun [Ia#iH. — HaBepHoe, y TeOS eCTh U APYTrue NPETEH3UU K MOEMY
IpaBJIEHUI0?

— 4 numb ckasai, 4To HEKOTOpPhbI€ TBOHU IIOCTYIIKH...

Habwumm CT'JIOTHYIJI, B IIOIIBITKE BEITOPTOBATH HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI IOJIsA IIONCKa 6e30macHoOro
OTBE€Ta, IPOMOKHYJI BEIIIIHUTHEIM IIJIATKOM 7100.

— OtBeyail! — psABKHY [I91H.

Kuupuc TyT ke 3aX0TeI0Ch CKaThCS [0 Pa3MePOB U3IOMUHEI ¥ 3aKaTUTHCS B KaKyIO-HUOYIb
menb. B cBeTe 3TOI BHE3aIllHOM BCHLIIIKY I'HeBa Ka3aloCh IPOCTO HEMBICTUMEIM, 4T0o HabuIn
ITPOAOJIZKAET CTOSITh HA MECTe U [aXkKe Ha CBOUX COOCTBEHHEBIX HOTAX.

— TBOM MOCTYIKHU CJIMIIKOM OMIPOMETYUBLI, MOM UMIEPATOP, — TUXO MOKOPHUJICS MYKUWHA.
— W mosTOMYy THI PEIIuil IPUMEPUTE Ha ce0s MO0 KOPOHY?

[Ia1H mTomoIen K OnmuKauIen IIOJIKEe, B34JI U3 BBIIBU2KHOT'O ANIHWKA IIapy CBEPHYTBIX
IIepraMeHTOB. ITeuaTu Ha HUX OBIJI CJIOMAHEL.

— TpeTwst cTpouka, — [1911H OGPOCHUII IEPraMeHT Ha CTOJI, HO HUKTO He ITOCMeJI MPUKOCHYThCSA K
HeMy, IToKa OymMara He JOKaTHJIMCh OO0 ITONaBIIero B HeMunocth HabGuia. Takast ke y4acThb
TIOCTUTJIa ¥ BTOPOU IepraMeHT. — A 3[ecCh 5 pa3Be YTO He pacIylaKaJiCsd HaJl TBOMM TaJIaHTOM
M3aTh 3aJHUILY.

Ipoxaiiei pykoit Habuir moTsHyICS OBIIO K TMChMaM, HO ero IajbIlbl 3aMepIu I'me-TO Ha
monmytu. C BUOOM 3aTPaBJIEHHOT0 3BePsi OH Pa3TJISIALIBAJI IBA POBHEIM IIOJIYKPyTa CIIOMaHHOM
CYPry4YHOM medyaTH, Kak OyaTo BUOesI B HUX CBoe COOCTBEHHOE He3aBHUIOHOe Oymylllee.

— 4 MOTYy OOBSCHUTE... — Haydall MyXK4YuHa.

— He npunomuHaio, 9ToOH HyXKaasicsa B 00bsICHeHUsSX. — Barnsap [[aiiHa He nmpemBernan
HUYero xopoiero. — B34aTs ero.

Ero cioBa npo3ByYasu TUXOM KOMaHIOM, CPOOHU TOM, YTO OTHAIOT HaTaCKaHHBEIM Ha TPaBJIIO
yeoBeKa rcaM. HaGuIln ¥ MUKHYTh He yCIes, KaK COCeQU II0 CTOJIy CKPYTHUIX ero B GapaHui
POT, 3aJIOMUIN PYKH TaK, YTO HaxKe CKBO3b BO3HIO OB CIIHIIIEH TPOTHUBHBINA XPYCT CYCTaBOB.

[IatiH momoIen K He3aAawIMBOMY I'eHepally MOYTHU BIUIOTHYIO. IMIiepaTop elle HU4ero He



coeliajli, HO Ha JIulie MYXKYHWHBI ITOSIBUJICSA HEUNCTOBBIN yYZac.

— Twsl — mpemaTenb, — B nuiio Habullly BEIILIIOHYT uMIepaTop HaTpe3ckoi nmnepuu. — A
pefjaTesny He 3aCIyXKUBalOT CMEPTH Ha IIaxe.

Kuupuc Tuxo oxHyma, Koraa [I3WH OOHUM IJIaBHBIM U ITOYTH HEBUAMMBIM OBUXKEHUEM
nepepedan Habumry rinoTky. A moToM crpabacTall ero 3a BOJIOCH Ha 3aThUIKE, YOEePKUBAS OT
nageHusi. ['eHepasn XpuIlesn, Bpalllaji rla3aMy ¥ KakK OyOTO Jazke ObITaJICS TOBOPUTH, HO JIMIITh
mpubIMKai cBoi KoHel. KpoBb MyIbCUPYIOIIMMU TOJTYKaMU BEITEKAa U3 CMEPTEIbHOM PaHbI
BMeCTe C XKU3HbI0. Ho uMmepaTop AgepzkKai reHepajia Jgaxe, KOrga CUIIL ITIOYTH IIOKUHYIH €ro,
u Habui Hayanm MeOjIeHHO ocelaTh Ha MOJI.

— IlpepmaTenu 3aciyKUBAIOT y4acTHU CBUHEN Ha OoiiHe, Habui. Y 4yToOB Ha TOM CBETE THI
ropen B beckoHeYHOM IylTaMeHu, BOT Tebe MOsI KJIsITBa: S IOJl KOPEeHb BHIPEXKY BECh TBOU POJ, U
TBOE UMSI CTHUET BMECTE C TBOUMHU KOCTSIMHU.

[Ia#iH ¢ 6PEe3TIMBOCTHIO OTIIBEIPHYII Y2Ke 0e3KU3HEeHHOe Tejl0. ['eHepasbl MOJT9a BBITAIIUIIN
MepTBella 3a OBepb, Iepefaiu reapoeinam.

Kuupuc, cnoBHO 3a¥apoBaHHAs, CMOTpPeia Ha OJIECTSAINYIO aIyio JOPOXKKY KPOBU Ha mOiIy. BoT
TO caMoOe CBUIETEJILCTBO, KOTOPOe IIOATBEPKAAET BCIO IIPABOUBOCTD JIIONCKON MOJIBHI:
UMIIePaATOp HITPE30B OeCIOMamHbIN 1 XKeCTOKUHM TUPaH, ¥ OH UCIIOJIHUT KPOBaBYIO KIISITBY,
KOTOopas IIpeBpaTuia B3TJIsAA MepTBela B 6e3TOHHBIe KOJIOILEl OTYasTHUS 1 OO0JIH.



I'’TaBa geBsTas

[anbHelee 00CyXKOeHNe BOEHHBIX 3a00T UMIEePHUU HEXOTSI IIPOCAYNBAJIOCH B CO3HAHUE
Kuupuc. I'erepanbl GBICTPO MOJENIUIN apMUI0 MepTBella, 0OCYIUIIM HOBBIM IIJIaH 3axXBaTa
30JI0TOM MOJIMHEI, CTOBOPUJIKCH, THE U KaK 000UTH PEKY C HAUMEHBIIUMHU YEeJIOBEYECKUMU
xKepTBamu. [TIoTOM OHUM 4TO-TO HOIT0 00CYyXKIOasy, CKJIOHUBIINCEH HAJl KAPTOU, TO Pyrasich APYT
Ha Oapyra caMblii oTOOpHOM 6paHblo, TO HaxBajiuBas BOEHHYIO0 CMEKaJlKy U HaXOOYUBOCTb.

CKOJIBKO BpeMeHU npouuao? [[ocTaToyHOo, YTOOH B XKMBOTe KHMUPUC ITOCenuIach rpeMyydast
3Mesi, TO U [eJI0 HallOMUHAas yPpYaHUEM O CBOEM CYIIECTBOBAaHMU. A K TOMY BPEMEHHU, KaK
I27H, HaKOHEII, PACIIyCTHJI CBOUX BOEHAYaAIbHUKOB, MEUPTHUHA [aXKe MepecTajia CTeCHSIThCS
9TUX I'POMOTJIaCHHIX 3BYKOB. [IpOCTO cuperna B Kpecje, CIOBHO TPUKOJIOYEeHHAs, U Kaaia
BO3MOXKHOCTH 3arOBOPHUTh.

— Moxelrb B3T/IIHYTh, — CKa3aJjl UMIIEPATOop, KakK TOJIbKO MaJlbiii BOEHHBIM COBET Pa30Iiesics
KCIIOJIHSTH €ro IMIOPYYEHUs, ¥ B 3aJié OCTAIMCh JIUIIbL OHU U 6e3MOIBHAsI PaOBIHI. —
Hasepusika Tebe mH000IIBITHO.

Kuupuc u npaBma OBIJIO MHTEPECHO, YTO B TEX IMUCbMAax, XOTh OHA CMYTHO IOTaqbIBaNach O
comepxkaHuu. [lepBoe afipecoBanock gouepu Habwuira: B HeM TeHepaJsl MPOCUIT COelaTh BCe,
4TOOHI yoepKaTh MyKa OT KeJIaHUS ITOKOPUTHCS UMIIEPATOPY U CIIACTH HU B YEM He ITIOBUHHOE
HaceJleHWe OT yYaCTH IPEeBPATUTHCS B PYTHHY OIS MTajladei. [Ipyroe HaGuIn Hamucaa OGHOMY
M3 KacXapoB, YbM 3eMJIA TPAHUUUIIN C 3€MJISIMHU €r0 3TA. M Cyas 1o TOHY HHUChMa, 9TU OBOE
OBUIH B CTOBOPE y2Ke He onuH Mecsll. Kacxap momkeH Obu1 co6paTh BOMCKA U CMECTH
HEePagUBOTO 35ITSI C €T0 3aKOHHOTO MeCTa, ITokKa caM Habwuin 6ymeT UCKyCCTBEHHO TSHYTh
BpeMs. A IOTOM 3TH OBOE IIJIAHMPOBAJIX OOBbEOUHUTh aPMUU U MOTECHUTD IPAHUIILI BJIafeHUH
camoro umieparopa. be3paccyncTso, IpoguKTOBaHHOE KaTHOCTHIO.

— OH 3acnyxun Kyga 6omee Mep3KoH ydyacTu, — cka3san [Ia#H, korga Kuupuc nomoxuna
mepraMeHTHl 00pPaTHO.

— TBI MEHS UCIIONTb30BaJ, — IIOYTH MIEIIOTOM, UYYBCTBYsI ce0si MOPKOBBIO Ha yIOYKe, KOTOPOM
IPUMaHUBAIOT CBUHBIO, 0TBeTUNNa Kuupuc. — CIIpoBOLIMPOBAI reHeparsa, YTOOk C YUCTOH
COBECTHIO IPUPE3aTh.

— Tebs 3TO oropuaeT?

«Ha», — YCTaJio OTO3BAJIOCh €€ COOCTBEHHOE YraeTeHHO€e TATOTaMU IIOCJIeJHUX oHen
CO3HaHue.

— TsI mpocu, 4TOOH s TOBOpUIIA JIUINE TPaBay, — HanmoMmHuuina Kuupuc.

— T'oBoOpH celtuac, moka s pa3pemaro. [IoTOMy 4TO KaK TOIBKO MBI IIEPECTYIINM IIOPOT 3TOU
KOMHATHI — THI 3a0ymelns Bce YBUAEHHOE U YCIIBIIIIaHHOE, COTPEIh U3 TTaMsATH, KaK JIypPHOH
coH. Unaue, Kumpuc, MHe nipuneTcs ot TeOs n3b0aBuThCs. [Jaxke TH He CTOUIIL TAaKOTO PUCKA.

«Pac’maa’py He pa3MeHUBAIOT Ha LeIyl0 UMIepuio, na, [Iauu?»

— Mmue IIPOTHUBHO OT OITHOM MBICITH, YTO S CTajla UHCTPYMEHTOM OJIsd TBOEU PacCIiIpaBHI. Haxe
€CJIX 9TOT YeJIOBEK 3aCJly2KHuBall TOM y4dacCTu. Ilaxke ecnu BCe €ro POOCTBEHHHUKHU OOJIZKHBI
II0CJIeJoBaTh 3a HUM, YTOOEI AYPHas1 KPOBb OoJIbIIe HHUKOI'Tla HE JaBajla IIOPYeHbI€ BCXOOHI. Ter
3HaJI, YTO MHEe IIPUOETCs BEICIIyIIaTh — M BCE€ PABHO Caesiall 3TO.

— U cpgemnaro cHOBa, ecii MOHAOOOUTHCS, — HE CTaJl OTIIMPATHCS MMIIepaTop. — TakoBa Mos
HaTypa, Kuupuc. 9To ypok u ajs Tebs: He CTOUT UAealIu3upoBaTh HU OMHOTO U3 Hac. MHI Bce
r11y0OKO UCIIOPYEHBI KECTOKOCThIO0 M 0e3HaKa3aHHOCTLIO, ¥ BCEO3BOIEHHOCTRI0. OMHOU TBOEH
KPacHBOU MOPHAIIKYN U 60KECTBEHHOTO IIPOUCXOKAEHUS HEJJOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI IEPETIOMUTD
xpebeT Halel mpupomae. YeM paHbIle TH MOUMeIb 3T0, TeM IIpoIle Tebe OyIeT BEIXKUTh.

— B03MOXHO, MHE He TaK yX HyKHa XKU3Hb Balllell UTPYMKNU? — ITo OBLI CMebIi BOIPOC-
BEI30B. [I3MH [0 cux 1Iop ObLI Ha B3BOIe U OfHUM O6oraM U3BECTHO, YCIIEeJl JIU OCTHITh
DOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! OTJIMYUTEH IIPaBAY OT HETIOKOPHOCTH.

— B03MOXHO, — PaBHOOYIIIHO OTBETUII OH. — BO3MOXKHO, THI ¥ €CTh TO CaMO€ ITPOKJIATHE, O
KOTOPOM KOPOJIeBa TBEPOUT He IepecTaBasi: MeBYOHKA, KOTOpPasi 3aCTaBIIsIeT MEeHs



YYyBCTBOBATHb cebs 3aCpaHIeM Oazxe Korga Mod XKeCTOKOCTh IEeJIMKOM OITpaBOaHa.

[I9iiH TOTJIaguII TaJOHbBIO ee IIeKy, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 Kuupuc morpeboBanock coopaTh B KyJiak
BCe MY2KECTBO, YTOOBI He OTKJIOHUTHCS OT HEIPOIeHoM nacku. ToT [I9#iH, YTO HaKaHyHe CHal
B €€ TIOCTEJIH M COTIeJI, CJIOBHO KOT, TOT [[31iH, 4TO GBI HEJKHBIM, [AaKe OTHaBast € MPUKaskl,
yIIIes TaK AajeKo, 4TO BO BIACTHOM MMIIEPATOPE HATPE30B HE OCTAJIOCh U HaMeKa Ha ero
CyIlleCTBOBaHUE.

— ¢ Bcero-HaBcero pac’Maa’pa, MO UMIIEPATOP, — CKYIIO OTBETHUJIa OHA, — a HUKAKoe He
IIPOKJISITHE.

— MoxeT, TH U CaMa He 3Haellb, YTO TH TaKoe. £ BUOesI, Thl X0Tejla IOCMOTpeTh KapTy. — OH
cOesai MIMPOKUY KeCT, npuriamas Kuupuc K ctony. — [ToHUMal0, 4TO JeMOHCTpalueil CBoen
KECTOKOCTH HECKOJIbKO TTOATIOPTHUII Tebe HacTpoeHue, HO B OuKaliiiee BpeMs y TeOsT Bpsif Jiu
OymeT ImaHC TOOLIBATh 3[IECH eIlle Pas.

HacTpoenue B camoM mene OviT0 O6e3HafeKHO UCITOPYEHO, HO MeHpUTHHA He CMOTJIa
MIPOTUBOCTOSITL co6Ia3Hy. B6MM3u KapTa peacTaBisijia Co00¥ BRIpe3aHHOe B CTOJIE
yriy6JjieHre, B KOTOPOM, CJIOBHO MO3aWKa, PAcCIIoiarajauch Pa3HOIBETHLIE KAMHU-TIJIACTUHHI.
OHU IJIOTHO IPHJIETAIN APYT K OPYTY, HEeB3Upas Ha UCKPHUBIIEHHBIE KOHTYPH U (POPMEI.
IMpucMmoTpeBmuch, Kunprc yBuaena moBepx BCETO 3TOTO IPU3PavyHbe TOPH U PaBHHI, jleca u
peku. C MOJTUaIMBOTO COTJlacus [I3iiHa, BRIHY/IAa U3 MO3auKU TEMHO-CUHUHN KaMeHb, KOHTYPOM
HAIOMHUHAIOIIUY KEHCKUH canokok. OH 0Ka3aJiCs TEIUIBIM U TSAXKeJIBIM, U IPUSTHO IIOKaJIBIBal
JIafOHb.

— 3OT10 AapeBHss Teyprusi?! — Kuupuc He cMOriia CIpaBUTHCS C YOUBIEHUEM, KaK He CMOTJIa
0{oJIeTh ¥ BOJIHY 3HAKOMOTO 2Kapa, KOTopas IIPOCOYHIach B JIaIOHDb U IIOTEKJIa [0 BeHaM,
mpoOyxKaas maBHO 3a0bITHIE oIIyIIeHuss. — OTKyma?

— Orten PynHa, — oTBetus ummnepartop. OH CTOSJI 110 APYTYI0 CTOPOHY CTOJIa, HO U OTTYAA
Kuupuc uyBcTBOBaa ero MOILIHYIO aypy IopaBiaeHusi. — OH OBIJI CAaMBIM CUJIBHEIM TE€YPTOM,
KOTOPOTo 5 Korga-nu6o 3uan. CaMbIM TaJlaHTIUBEIM U CAaMBIM TIIECJIaBHHIM. B KOHEUHOM
UTOTE, TO ¥ OPYTO€e BEHIIUIIU er0 HocyXa.

Kuupuc ¢ TpymoM 1mosioxkuia KaMeHb Ha MeCTO. BocKpellleHHbIe UM OTTOJIOCKHM BOCIIOMUHAHUH
OBIJIM CIIUIITKOM CHUJIbHBEIMHU, YTOOBI X KOHTPOJIUPOBATE. A MO MOPHI, 4O BPEMEHH, HUKTO He
IOJIKEH AorafblBaThCsl, KakKas 4acTb ee O0KeCTBEHHOM KPOBHU yKe BepHYyJa IaMsATh IIPEOKOB.
HNHade oHaA PUCKYyeT OKa3aThCs Ha IETH.

— U toT AcmekT, 4To XxpaHut Mepoq... — OHa chenana nay3y, npepgjaras [13MHy 3aKOHYUTE.

— HOC.TIeJIHI/Iﬁ II0JapoOK XKeHe. OH U eCTh 3TOT ACIEKT, XOTS THI HaBE€pPHJKa pa361/1paembcs{ B
TaKHuX BelllaX IIOJIy4Ille MeHs.

Ha 3Ty HeIpUKPHITYIO TPOBOKaINWio Kunupuc oTBevaTh He CTajia, HO ellle KaKoe-TO BPeMsi C
HaclaXaeHUeM HU3ydasa KapTy, KOTopas Xujla CBOei COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HbIO: PEKU TEKITH, B
IepeBbsx myMmen BeTep. HacTosimmee MacTepcTBO, B KOTOPOE CO3[AaTelhb BIIOXKHUI HE TOIBKO
TEeyprudecKue MOTOKU, HO U YaCThb CBOEH OYIIH.

— Ho y PyrHa coBceM HeT TajlaHTa, — BCJIyX CKa3ajia Kuupuc, HaChITUBIIUCEH CO3EPLAHUEM
TeHUaJIbHOI'0 TBOPEeHMs. — Tak He ObIBaeT. []0IKHBI OBITM OCTAThCS XOTSI OBl OTTOJTIOCKH.

— 3aragka. HuKTo U3 Hac He pasrafal ee 0o cux mop. Emle korga PyHH GBI MaJleHbKUM, OH
BCe BpeMs TacKasCs 3a OTILOM, TIJlakKaJ, KakK AeBYOHKa, yIpalluBal, YToO0s Tyapa Haydus ero
XOTBb 4eMy-T0. Ho oTel] 0TMaxmBaJjCsi OT HEro, ¥ He THYIIAJICS IIPOXaXKUBAThCS IAJIKOH I10
criuHe. Y Hero Obl/Ia y2KacHas MMajika: C JIOKOTh IJIWHOM, TOHKAs, KaK XJIBICT, HO JlIoMana KOCTH
C OOHOTO ymapa. Y mpoKIsAToro ¢haHaTHKa Teyprus Ovlyia Be3me. HaBepHOoe, ¥ B HyKHHUK €10
XOIHII.

Kuupuc ¢ TpymoMm mpencrapisiia PyHHA TaKUM: MaJleHbKUM, IJIaYyIIUM, C OCTePBEHEHHUEM
OoOMHOKOTO0 pebeHKa TpebyiomuM K cebe BHUMaHus. Ho y [9iiHa He 6BIIO TOBOJIA BPATh B
TaKUX Bellax.

— ITapy pa3 PyHH 110 HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB JieXKaJl KaK ITepeOUuHTOBaHHAs MyMUs, IIOTOMY 4YTO



TIOC/Ee OTIIOBCKO¥M HAyYKH B €r0 TeJjle LENbIX KOCTEW OKa3bIBAJIOCh MEHBIIE, YeM CIIOMAHHBIX.
Korpa Tyapn B ouepefHOU pa3 B3LyMall OTXOOUTH €T0 CBOeU MajiKou, 1 BMelrancsa. He mor
CMOTPETH, KaK MONOHOK yOuBaeT pebeHKa HU 3a YTO. YeCTHO TOBOPSI, S IIPOCTO XOTEJ
IPEBPATUTD 3Ty YIIACTYIO TBAPh B KOTJIETY, YTOOH OH XOTh Pa3 II0OYYBCTBOBAJI, KAKOBO 3TO —
He UMeThb BO3MOXKHOCTHY CaMOMY CXOOUTH ITo Hyxkpae. Ho PyHH BMeImancs... — [I3#H JIeTKO
epemepHyI IjiedYaMu. — BcTam Ha ero CTOPOHY, 0603Bann MeHs youilen u mooberart
TIeperprI3Th MHE TJIOTKY, IIO0Ka g OyOy craTh. bpaT Tak X0Ten OTI[OBCKOT'O BHUMAaHMS, YTO OB
TOTOB IIOTEPSATH NTOCJIENHEr0 3alllUTHUKA. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, S Jajl eMy XKeJjlaeMoe: IIyCTUJI BCe
Ha caMoTeK. [laxke Hales cebe olrpaBOaHue — BCe-TaKu, OH MOM COIIEPHUK, U B OYepeny Ha
IIPECTOJI BTOPOH, a 3HAYUT, UMEHHO OT Hero OymeT OoJbllie BCET0 XJI0MOT. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO
neT Tyapn pemuia BOCCTaHOBUTh OCKOJIOK, — [I9WH HaXMypHIJICs, — He 6e3 IToACKa3Ku
KopoJieBhl, padyMmeeTcsa. OH OBLI CUJILHBIM TEYPI'OM, HO Y HETO HUYEro He MOJTyYUIOCE.

— YT06HI IOBENIEBATH TAKUMU MaTEPUSIMU, OMHOI'0 TEYPTUUECKOI'0 lapa HeJoCTaTOYHO, —
cornacunacek Kuupuc.

— HWHorpa TijecnaBue fefaeT HacC CJIeNbIMU U HauBHBIMU. Tyap[ 3aKpPHUICS B CBOEU
siabopaTopuy Ha HECKOJIbKO OHeW, HO OfHaXKAbl HOYbIO TaM YTO-TO T'POMBIXHYJIO. MHe HUKOT[a
He 3a0bITh yBUIeHHOe To# Houblo. U PyHHY ToXe. ITocne 3TOro npeKHuM NnakCUBLIY PyH
npocTo ucdes. OCTaCs 4esIoBeK, KOTOPOro TH 3Haellb cerdac. MHe HHOra I0 CMepTHU
X04eTcsl U30UTH eTo, — C 0O0HaXKeHHOM OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO IIpU3Hascs [aiH. — Buth fo Tex nop,
IIOKa 5 He YBUIKY B €ro B3IJIafe IPeKHero MaabuuinKy. Ho, 6010Ch, y2Ke CIUIITKOM II03THO.

Kuupuc 60s1achk IPOU3HECTH XOTh CJIOBO, YTOOBI He HAPYIIUTH 9TO BHE3AITHOE OTKPOBEHHUE.
Tombko uTO [[31H ITOKa3as elfe OOHY 'PaHb CBOEH JKECTOKOCTH — U TYT XK€ PAaCKpPHIIICS
OPyTroH, yI3BUMOM CTOPOHOU. BO3MOXKHO, HUKTO U3 MJIaAIINX He UCHBITHIBAET K HEMY HU
711006BY, HU XOTsI OBl KPOBHOU MIPUBSI3aHHOCTH, HO OH Oy[eT CTOSTh 3a KaXKI0T0o U3 OpaTheB,
Iaxke ecyi 00a CTAHYT IJIeBaThb €My B CIIUHY.

— Tsl ronogHa, — «3aMeTHU/I» UMIEPATOP IIOCIie TOT0, KakK XKenyookK Kuupuc B KOTOPHH pa3
BO3MYUIE€HHO 3apbldaja. — Hy, Pa3 cerogHyd ThI HEJIMKOM MOS, a 3aBTpPakK, 4 TaK IIOHKMMalo, HE
ymarscs, To obemats OymeM BMecCTe.

MeiipuTrHa MoT4a IIocjiefoBaa 3a HuM, IIpo cebs HamesiCch, 4To o0el ¢ UMIIepaToOpoM He
IIpeprioiaraeT IPUCYTCTBUE €ro 3Tapel Uiy, yrnacu 6oru, GaBopuTku. B mpucyTcTBUU XOTh
OIHOU U3 JKEHIUH TOYHO KYCOK B T'OPJIO He II0JIe3eT, a €CJIU OHa, HAaKOHell, HOPMaJIbHO He
IIOECT, TO K Be4Yepy IIPOCTO YHaAeT OT UCTOIIEHUS.

— 41 He mo6imio 60nTaTh 32 00emoM, — mpenynpenun [9KH, KOraa OHM BOIIIIH B 3a7l,
BBIIIOJTHEHHBIM M3 MAaCCUBHLIX IIJTaCTOB 6€3ympedHoro arata. — IloatoMmy 6ynb moOpa mepxkKarthb
pOT Ha 3aMKe [I0 TeX II0P, MoKa S He MHUIMHUPYIO PAa3rOoBOP. ITO MOHSITHO?

— Ila, Mol UMIIEpaTop.

B oTnuuume oT 3aja OJisi COBETOB, 3[IECh BCE KPUYAI0 O POCKOIIH. 2KMBOIHMCHBIE KapTHUHBI
MIPUPOMOHL TIJIOTHEIMY PSITaMM yKpalllajik OJHY U3 CTEHBI, Ha APYTOi KPacoBaIoCh TKAHOE
IIIeJIKOBOE TI0JIOTHO, U300pazKalollee CIleHy 3aCTOJIbs 00T0B, Ha TPEThel, B IPUYYIIUBHIX,
BMYPOBAHHBIX IIPSIMO B CTEHY TOPIIKAX, I[BEJIM HEBOOOPA3UMOM KPAaCOTHl PAaCTEHUS.
BrImonHeHHAs U3 TEMHOM MOPOXH AepeBa Mebesb Ka3aniach OMHOBPEMEHHO U IIPOCTOH, U
UBSIIITHOM.

U 3mech ke, Ha MOy OKOJIO KaMHUHA, BaJISIIMCh JIBA OTPOMHBIX (upa. YBUIEB X035TMHA, TIChI
OpocunIKuChk eMy HaBCTPEYY, PAfOCTHO BUJISISI TSIXKEJIBIMU XBocTaMu. Ha Bcsaku#t cinydai Kunpuc
He cTaJjla IOOXOOUTh O/IKMKe, C OITacKOM IOTTIsIbIBas Ha TsXKeJlble KIIBIKacThble MOpPOEL. B
KHUTAaX MUcaii, 9YTO GUPHI 3alIPOCTO MEePEKyCHBAIOT JII0JIEeH HaJBoe, U Temepb Kuupuc
ImoHUMarsa, Io4YeMy.

— Tw1 6Gouribest cob6ak? — HACMEINUIMBO MOMHTEPeCcoBaICS [[91H, KaK MaIb4MIlKa, 3a0aBiIsIsCh
CO CBOMMH JIFOOMMIIaMHU, IIEPO IOTJIaXKMBasi UX I10 MOKPHITEIM OJ1eCTAIel MIKypPoi 60KaM.

— ¢ He Gorock cobaK, MOM UMIIEPATOP, HO 3TO — He coGaKu. DTO YyHOBHUIIIA.

— Bpocs, metiputuHa, Tebe mu 60saThCa ¢pupoB! — Ha aToT pa3s [[3iiH OoT BCcel Oyumu
pacxoxoTancs. — OHHU Xe ToXKe, B HeKOTOPOM CMEICTIe, IIOTOMKH 6oroB. Mnu cioma, oHU
IOJIKHEI Te0s TOHIOXaTh.



«Borwu, gaiTe MHE CHUJIBI», — MBICJIEHHO TIOIIPOCHJIa OHA M OCTOPOXKHO BCTajia OKO0Jo [3tiHa. ¥
HacnmegHuKa KOoCTel mof KpPOBaThIO XKKUJIa COTBOPEHHAas Teypruei 6ecTus, y UMIepaTopa Obliu
JIMYHLIE YeTBePOHOTHe youiisl. UHTEpEecHOo, 9TO 3a «goMallHui mobumer» y PyrHa?

Ha He3HaKOMKY (pupHI OTpearupoBau, 0XKUAAEMO, HaCTOPOXKEeHHO. OOOIIIN HECKOIBKO pas3,
MIPUHIOXUBASICh U IPUCMATPHUBASCh, IPU 9TOM B KPACHHIX I'Jla3a IICOB He OLIJI0O M HaMeKa Ha
opyxenooue. OMHO JUIb XKeJlaHWe MONYUYUTh OT X03sIMHa KOMaHIy U aTaKOBaTh HE3HAKOMKY.
Kuupuc npukazana cebe He mepraThbCs ¥ BhIIepKaja UCIIBEITaHNEe OO0 KOHIA.

— TwI MoTOmer, — moxBanui [I9HH. — Y CYKHU eCThb IIeHKH, Imocje odema BEIOepeIIb OgHOTO.
— MHe He HyXK€eH II[eHOK, MOW UMIIepaTop.

— Hert, Kuupuc tebe HydiceH meHOK ¢upa, — oTpesan [I3iH. — XKeHITUHB HUKOTOa He
npeHeOperaT MOUMHU MMOJapKaMu. YBepeHa, YTO XOYelllb CTaTh IePBOM?

— HerT, Mot ummniepaTtop. { ¢ pagoCcThio IIOAYUHSAIOCHL TBOEU BOJIE.
— IIpoknaThe, XXKeHIINHA, Thl BOOOIle yMeelllb PafoBaThCA?

HMnepaTop Mo14a yKa3ajl Ha MeCTO 3a CTOJIOM, a caM CeJl HanpoTuB. K cyacThio, He cyuTas
pabeiHu camoii Kuupuc, B 3ame ObUIN UM OHU C [31HOM. CJIyTH IO OJTHOMY HOSIBMSIJIUCH B
IOBepsX, CTAaBUJIM OIII0a — M YXOOUIIH, YCTYyIIasi MECTO CIIeOyIoIIuM. IIpoIIio HeCKOIbKO
MHUHYT, & CTOJI JIOMHJICA OT €Ibl. [[31H KeCTOM OTOCJIal BUHOYEPIINUs, U CaM pa3JIijI BUHO B IBa
KyOKa. A TIOTOM 3aHSJI CBOE MECTO — M TYT K€ YTKHYJICSI HOCOM B OIHY u3 OyMar, KOTOpEIe
0O0JIBIIION HeaKKypaTHOM KUIIOH JieXKald Ha IPUCTAaBHOM CTOuKe psamoM. K exme [13iiH gaxke He
IIPUKOCHYJICS.

— Mory ... TOM0OYb MOEMY UMIIepaTopy? — PUCKHYIIa npennoxuth Kuupuc. [IpaBua
TIOBeeHUS 3alIpelnian pac’Maa’pe HaYMHATh €CTh, I0Ka Tapesika X03suHa IyCTa.

— Moxenrs He KOaTh MeHsI, — oTMaxHyJcs atH. — U 1 He moMHI0, 4TOOR! pa3pelrnan Tebe
OTBJIEKATh MEHS Pa3roBOpPaMu.

Bomneuie Kuupuc He cTana pUuCcKoOBaTh M 3aKphljla POT Ha 3aMOK. A OTKphIBaja €ro TOJIBKO,
4TOOBI ITOJIAKOMUTHCS OYEPEIHBIM KYJTMHAPHEBIM IIIeIeBPOM UMIIEPaTOPCKOTOo moBapa. Kem Gbl
HY OBIJT 3TOT YEJIOBEK, TAJIaHT K IPEBPAIEHUIO TPOCTHIX TPOOYKTOB B HACTOSIINE U3BICKYU OBIIT
3aJioXkeH B HeM Ooramu. Kak uHaue 0OBSICHUTD, YTO U3 IIPOCTHIX IPOAYKTOB OH YMYOPUJICS
MIPUTOTOBUTH HACTOSIIYIO TTHUIy 60T0B? Kumpuc Hacnaxkpmanach TUIIMHOM, TOKOEM, BKYCHOM
numeyr ¥, Kak HU CTPaHHO, YyBCTBOM 3aIUIIEHHOCTU. [[9WH CTOJIBKO pa3 yrpozxKaj CBEPHYTh
el I1e1o0, 4TO OHAa caMa Ovl He Ha3Baja ce6s1 YMHOH, moJjiarasi, YTo PsgoM C HUM el He 0 4eM
O6ecmokoutcsi. TeM He MeHee, 3TU YyBCTBa OBLJIM HACTOSIIIIMMY, M OHA HE BUAEJIa CMBIC/IA OT
HUX OTIIUPATHCS, OyOb OHU XOTh TPUKALI IIPONUKTOBAHEL I'IYIIOCTHI0 ¥ HAUBHOCTHIO.

Ha pmecepT nopanu... KOPojieBy-MaThb.

MefipuTHHe CTOMIIO YCUIINY COEPZKAaTh CTOH pa3odapoBaHus, Korna beprara mMonrga ycesnacs 3a
CTOJI 10 IIPABYIO PYKY OT CEIHA, CAMBIM OYE€BUIHLIM 00pa30M UTHOPUPYS €0 TOCThHIO.
Heckonpko MUHY KeHIIMHA IPUIUPYNBO U3ydasia COOepKUMOoe OIII0N, IOPHBaIachk B3SITh TO
OIIHO, TO OPYyTroe, HO B KOHEYHOM CueTe TaK HUYero u He BrOpasa. 3aTo menpo Hanuna cebe
MOJIHBIM KyOOK BHHAQ, U OCyLIMa ero Ha JoOpyIo II0JIOBUHY IIapOM XKaAHbIX TJIOTKOB. 3a BCE 3TO
Bpems [[9%H OTpaHUYHUIICS OMHUM KOPOTKUM «I'JTaBHOE, HE Mellal MHEe» U MPOJOJIZKAaJl U3ydaThb
6ymaru. Ha HeKOTOPHIX OH YTO-TO ITKCAJ, fejlajl IOMEeTKH pa3MalliuCTHM II0YepKOoM, Apyrue
IIpocTo KoMKaJl u 6e3 coxaseHus 6pocas Ha CTOJI.

— THI y2Ke pelni, KakKue TOPXKEeCTBA HYKHO YCTPOUTD, YTOOBI BCTPETUTH TBOIO OYAYIIIYIO XKEHY
C COOTBETCTBYIOIINUM €€ IMOJI0KEHUIO pa3MaxoM? — crpocuiia beprarta, kak Obl HEB3HaUal
3arJsigbiBasi B IEPraMeHT, KOTOPHIHM [[91H TOJIFKO YTO CHSIJI C 3aMETHO YMEHbIITHUBIIIEHCS
CTOIKHU. — I, eC/Ti IOMHMIIIB, TIPEefJiaraa CBOI IIOMOIIb, HO...

— ... HO 5T OTKa3aJicsA OT Hee, — mepebu ¥ 3aKOHYHUJI 3a MaTh UMIIEPATOP. — YBepsIo,
KOPOJIEeBa, A He CTpajalo crapueckuM ciaboymueMm. HeT HE0GXOOUMOCTH €2KEOHEBHO
HaIlOMMHATh MHE O TBOEW AypPallKOM BHIXOHKE. XOTs, €C/IU XKeJlaelllb TPOIOJIKUTEL Pa3roBop, 9,
ToKajyi, HauHy CKJIOHSATHCS K MBICJIH, YTO ITapa MecsieB B BaliHe niada Hay4daT Te0s



CMHUPEHUIO KyAa 60JIbllle, YeM MO€ CHIHOBhE TEPIIEHUE.
— 41 3a604ych 0 OyOyIlleM UMIIEPUH.

— B maHHBI MOMEHT MeHS Kyna OoJIbllle MHTEPECYET ee HacCTosllee, KOpoJieBa. 4 cerogus
COOCTBEHHOPYYHO Ilepepe3arn rinoTky Habumry. — [151iH, HaKOHel], TOJHSAI B3T/IAL Haf
OyMaroi ¥ o4eHb IPUCTAIBLHO 3aTJITHYJI MaTepu B ria3a. Kunpruc He coMHeBasach, 9TO
HapouuTasi MHOTO3HAUYUTENILHOCTL — COBCEM He CllydyalHas IIPHUIIpaBa K TaKOU IPOCTOM
¢paze. — Hapetocs, TEI oropueHa?

Co cTpeMUTeTbHOCTHIO MOJTHUYM 3MOLIMK MeJIbKalu Ha JIUIe KOPOJIeBEl-MaTepPHu, CMEHSISI IPYT
opyra 6ecKOHeYHBIM TOTOKOM. boJib, pa3ogapoBaHue, o6upaa, 3710CTh, TaHUKA, CTPAX...
MeiipuTuHa MHOTO€e OB OTHAJIa 3a TO, YTOOBI IOMMAaTh XOTh MaJIyI0 UX YaCTh U CIPSTATh B
CBOIO TIOKA €Ile He CYIIECTBYIONIYI0 COKPOBUIIHUITY. Bpsim nu cyasba OymeT 4acTo
paciiegpuBaThCS Ha MOOOOHBIE TTOJAPKH.

— TomBbKO 3a TO, YTO OH OBIJI... OTM30K MHE? — CHIIILIM I'0JIOCOM OCBEIOMHUIIaCh beprarta, u B
OXUMaHUM OTBETa, 3aJIlIOM [OIIKIa OCTaTKU BUHA. KyOOK B ee Mmaibllax 3aMeTHO IOgparuBall.

— Bnu3ok Tebe? [IyMaelllb, MHE €CThb [IeJI0 IO TOT0, KTO 1 KOI'Zla rpeeT Tebe KOUKy? 5 yxe
IIPUBHIK, YTO 3a KOPOJIEBOM-MaTePhi0 3aKpenuiach penyTauns cjaaboil Ha TepenoK
JKEHUIIWHBI, U IIPUIIEST K BEIBOLY, YTO OOJIbIIE MabileM 00 majel] He yaapio, YTOObl 3aKpHIBATh
PTH KaXXA0My OOCYKeMy CIIJIETHUKY. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MBI BCE 3HAeM, YTO 9TU CIIyXU —
yuCTas MpaBga. A MHE U TaK eCTh 3a YTO OTBeYaTh Iepen 6oraMu, KOToa OPUOeT dYepeqn
OTIIPaBIISATHCS B 3aTPOOHBIN MUP.

— T®I HE cMeelllb TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM Ipu Hel! — KoposeBa SIpOCTHO OnpuiiedaTasna CTOJ IMATKOH
KyOKa, HO TOT 3aIaTajcs, MoKaTUics no cromny. [laner BepraTel yTkHyscsa B cTopony Kuupwuc,
a B3TJIST Ha CHIHA.

[Ia¥iH CIIOKOMHO BHIAEPKAJ BOJIHY €e BO3MYIIEeHMs, OPOCHJI TIEPTaMeHT Ha CTOJI ¥ TOJIBKO
IIocJie 3TOr0 C BUAOM, OyOTO HUYETO He IPOUCXOOUT, IOANEN BUJIKOM KYCOK ITOAXKapPEeHHOTO C
opexaMu U pUHUKAMU OKOPOKa. OTKYyCHUJI, CMaKys ¥ PacTATUBAS YOOBOJILCTBUE.

—4d Tpe6y10, 4yTOOBI OHA Y6paHaCB OTCIOOa, — IIPOOoJI2KaJla HerogoBaTk KOPOJIEBa.

— C ygero 6w1 BOpyr? Kunupuc — Most TOCTSI 32 9TUM CTOJIOM, ST IPUTJIACUJI €€ PA3lesIuTh CO
MHOM ey ¥ OHa, B OTJINYKe OT TeOs1, He IIOPTUT alllleTUT U He JocaXkaaeT 6€CTOITKOBEIMU
pasroBopamu. ThHI ke BopBajiack 0€3 MPUTIAIIEeHNs, PUCKYST YCTPOUTH CBOEMY UMIIEPaATOPYy
HecBapeHue. Ecnu 3mech KOMy-TO He MECTO, Tak yX TO4HO He Kuupuc. Kpome Toro, Beprara,
THI 3a0BIBaeIb, YTO N0 HeJaBHEro BpeMeH! MeWpuTuHa Obljia TBoel rocThell 1 UMEHHO 110
TBOEMY IPUTJIAIIEHUIO OHA 37eCh. — [I9¥H modecan 6poBh, U 0T KUMpUC He CKPBUICS YTOJIOK
ero ckabpe3HOo¥ YXMBIIKH. — Ha TBoeM MecTe, KOpoeBa, 1 Obl OOMIbIIe TPEBOXKUIICS M3-3a
CBSI3M C IIpefaTesieM, KOTOPHIU CIIJIeI BOKPYT MeHsI CaMbIi HaCTOSIIUYM CPaHBIU 3aroBoOp.
OTKyZa MHe 3HaTh, YTO THI TOJIBKO HOTHU Ilepef HUM paccTaBlisijla, a He HaAUKTOBEIBasa
yKasaHUs K Oe’cTBui0. Mbl 06a 3HaeM, 4TO B IIOHOOHEBIX IITAJIOCTIX TH Obllla He eIUHOXKIIHI
3aMedeHa.

«Boz2u, amom mydcuuHa npekpaceH! — Co6Gia3HUTEIbHHUIIA Pa3Be YTO He BU3XKajla OT
BocTOpra. Bynb 3TO B ee BIacTH — TOT 4ac BEIOpasack Obl HAPYXKY M MOKa3ajia UMIIEPaToOpy
BCIO CHJIy CTPACTH, KOTOPYIO B Hel MpoOyKaaay ero CJIoBa M IMOCTYNKU. — CAUWKOM
Hecnpased 1uso, Umo oH 00 Cux NOpP HACMOUYUBO U2HOPUPYem JicedHuUe 3dHAMbCs ¢ Mmoboll
110608b10».

K cuacTbio, Ha 9TOT pa3 Kuupuc Obljla B COCTOSTHUY [ep2KaTh UIIOCTACh IIOJ KOHTPOJIEM, XOTh
He MOTJla He IPu3HaTh, YTO KaX/asi HoBas IrpaHb [IoiiHa IIpeBpalllaeT ero B HACTOSIIHK alMas.
MOZKHO CKOJIBKO YTOIHO ITPOTUBUTHCS 00asTHUIO UMIIEPATOPa, HO 3TO BCE PABHO, YTO
3aCTaBIsATh 06JIaKa IJIBITh ITPOTUB BETPA.

— Trl B 4eM-TO MeHsI 00BUHSIENIL? — TJIYX0, BCE ellle IhITasiCh COXPAHUTh JIUII0, CIIPOCUIIa
Beprara.

— CkaxeM Tak — s paccyxKpaio BCIyx. Marso iy, o 4eM TH 0oJiTana, IoKa 3TOT 3acpaHel] Te6s
yOaxar.

— OH...



[I5¥H B3MaxoM IIPeCceK ee MONBITKY TOBOPUTh.

— Habuim — npepaTenb, U IIepeqn TeM, KaK OH COO0X, ST Too0elnan KHCKOPEHUTDb BCIO €T'0 POTHIO
mop KopeHb. To 2Ke KacaeTCs U BCEX eTro IMPUCIIEITHUKOB. Tak 4To, KOPojeBa, C 9TOH MUHYTHI
TOBOPH JIUIIH KPEITKO MTOAYMAaBIIIH, IIOTOMY YTO MOM alllIeTUT M HACTPOEHUE OKOHYATEJIFHO
UCIIOPYEHHl. A TEPIIEHUS, TaKe Ha COOCTBEHHYIO MaTh, HE OCTaIOCh BOBCE.

«H 3mo ece, Ha YUMo 0Ka3asacvb cnocobHa ama, ¢ N03804eHUsl CKA3aMb, KOPo.1esa? —
KpoBoxkagHasi TPOMKO ¥ HETIPUCTONHO, CJIOBHO MaTpPOC B Kabake, 3apxkana. — ITpocmo He
sepumcs, umo 6abeHKy 8 KOpoHe MOHCHO Oepacamb Ha MAKOM KOPOMKOM Nos8ooKe».

BepraTa B CaMOM [eJjia 3aMeTHO IIPUCMMHPeEIa, BHIIIA M3-3a CTOJIa, 3a49Y€eM-TO IIOYTUTEJIbHO 1
HHU3KO — €IBa JI1 HEe OO 3€MJIM — IIOKJIOHKUJIaCh UMIIEPaTOpPy. ToT u rma3oM He IIOBEJI, U TOYHO
HE CMATYUNIICHA.

— 4 muImms XoTesa HAIOMHUTDL, MOM MMIIEPATOP, YTO TBOS HEBecTa MpulbymeT depes3 AecsThb
OHEeW, ¥ MHEe TPEBOXKHO, OYIeT Jiu TOCTEIIPUUMCTBO JOCTAaTOYHEIM, YTOOBI IIOCJIE O HAC He
XOOuIia mypHas cjaBa.

— O060 MHe ¥ Tak rOBOPSIT MHOTO BCETO HEJIECTHOTO, IeTBOPY MyTaloT Ha HOYb TS, S
cnbixan. OmHOM epechio OOJIBIIOe, OOHOM MEHbIIIe — BCe paBHO. M 3Ta meBulla MHE He HEeBeCTa,
u TeM Oonee He Oymyas keHa. OHa JIUIID IIJI0M TBOETO HABSI3YHBOTO XKeJIaHUsI OOPEMEHUTH
MeHs meTbMu. Ho 00 aTOM 51, Oyb yBEPEHA, B COCTOSTHUY T03a00TUTHCS 6€3 KOCTHIIEH U
CBEUKH.

Korpa xoponesa Beiia, [I9¥H elle [0JITo u3ydan aayio JOPOXKKY BUHA, KOPDOTKUM PYyUYEHKOM
BBITEKAIOIYIO U3 IIepeBepHyTOro Kyoka. A Kuupuc mokopHO xkpaa pa3pelleHus: 3aroBOPUTh.
Ho ero Tak u He mocnemoBaro.



I''maBa mecsiTas

OcTaToK mHsS Kuupuc ciemoBalna 3a UMIIEPAaTOPOM 0e3MOJIBHOM OeCIIpaBHOM TeHb0. [IpocTo
1uia 3a [I9¥HOM IIar B mIar, pagysch XOTs ObI TOMY, YTO TOCYHapCTBEHHEBIE 3a00TH OTBJIEKAIOT
€ro0 OT MBICJIEH O TadpHE U KIII0YeE.

[TopasuTenpHO, KaK MHOTO€E 3TOT YeJIOBEK yCIIeBall CAellaTh: PAaCCMOTPETh HECKOIBKO HOBBIX
3aKOHOB, I1ePECMOTPETH LIEJIyI0 KUITY IIPOLIeHUN ¢ TaKuMU abCypIHBIMU Ipoch0aMu, YTO Korga
OH HU3pefKa 3a4uThIBaJl UX BCIyX, Kuupuc c TpyaoM craepzxkuBaia cMeX. Eme ObUIN NIPUKa3kl O
Ka3HU ¥ [IOMUJIOBAHUY, pa3pelleHus Ha O6pak. OH efBa Jid 3HaJI, YTO TAaKOe OTHLIX, HO HU pasy,
HY eIMHBIM XKeCTOM He BBIIall yCcTaJIoCTH. JIWib, Korma BpeMs IIOYTH IPUOIU3UIIOCh K
MIOJIHOYY, TI03BOJIUJI cebe YCTPOUTHCSA B OUOIHOTEKE Tepell KaMIUHOM UM, CKUHYB CaIlloTH,
NIPOTSHYTh HOTU K CaMOX KaMUHHOU peIleTKe.

— 4 3a6kb11, 4TO OGemtan Tebe IfeHKa. — CcKa3ajl OH HEMHOTI'O IIOT0Hs, XOTS K TOMY BpeMeHU
Kunpuc ybegun cebst, 9T0 UMIIEPATOP COBCEM I103a0HII O ee CyIllecTBOBaHUM. — KaxkeTcs, Mos
oYepenb «KPyXUTb» TebOs1 OymeT Temeps JIUIIb Hocjie3aBTpa. HamoMHu MHE 06 3TOM
o06elllaHUM, eCJIU BOPYT s CHOBA IIO3BOJIIO cebe ci1abuHy 3a0hITh.

He xoTesnock 3TO Mpu3HaBaTh, HO 06JIeTrdyeHne, C KOTOPHIM [I9iH CIelu mepegaTsh ee Ha
nopyku PyHHY, ObUIO IO HEIPUSATHOTO 06UIHLIM. CJIOBHO OH CTPSIXMBAJI C PYKH KOJIIOUYYIO
PYKaBHILY.

— 4 o6s3aTeIbHO HAaTIOMHIO, MOM UMIIepaTop. 41 ¢ HeTeprneHueM Kay 00elIaHHOTO IMolapKa.

— Bot u cnaBHO. — OH BCKUHYII [1ajiell, IpUciIymmuBasick. — Kaxercs, Pacnep yxe unert 3a
T060M. — Knupuc Kak pa3 cobupanach CIPOCHUTh, OTKyOa MOOo0Hasi IPOHUIIATETbHOCTD, HO
[oiiH ee onepenuii. — Eciu ObI TH LIECTD JIET U30 OHS B [I€HB CHIBIIIANA eT0 IIard KaXkayio
HOYb, THI OBl TOXKE HAay4uJIaCh OTIMYATh MX AaKe B ITOJTHOM BaKxaHanwu. Ilorogu, MiapImmii
OpaT ImegaHT, OH OTKPOET ABEPh POBHO IIOCJIEe OBEHAAIIATOr0 yaapa KOJIOKOIa.

B camoM pmerne, roe-To Had UX IOJIOBa IIyX0 W IPOTSAXKHO YXHYJ KOJIoKoJ. OOuH yaap, BTOPOH,
naTed... CegbMoii. ITociie mBeHAAATOTO ABEPh OMOIMOTEKH paclaxHynlack — u Pacriep
BOPBAJICS B UX ITaXHYyIIIee TOPSIINMU JPOBAMHU U OOMHOYECTBOM, 0€3MOIBHEe, OyITO CKBO3HSIK.
ITpu aTOM B3r/IAn ¥ Hero 61 TakuM, OynTo HaciemgHUK KocTel coOUparscs B OMUHOYKY
BOEBaATh C I1eJIo¥ apMuel, BCTaHb TakKas Ha IIyTU K ero IeJn.

— ITonHOYB, — TOJILKO M CKa3aJl OH.
— 41 3Xe TOBOPHJI, YTO MENAHT, — CKa3all [IoiH.

Pacnep npotsryn Kuupuc pyky B iepuaTke, cjleTKa CKJIOHUJI I'OJIOBY B BEXKJIUBOM IIOKJIOHE U
IOXKIaJics, II0OKa OHAa BJIIOJKUT CBOIO JIAJIOHD B €T0 Masbllbl. KUMpHC UCIIBITHIBANIa CMENIaHHEIE
YyBCTBa OCBOOOXKOEHUS U TPYCTHU. YKe CTOS 3a IMOPOToM OTrJIsgHyack. Hamesick Ha uTo? U
caMa TO4YHO He 3Hasna. Ho [I31iH npomozKan CMOTPeTh Ha IJIAIIYIIUY B KaMUHE OTOHb.

Pacnep Ben ee 3a pyKy, lleJieHaNpaBJIeHHO U yBepeHHO. He cnemmur, Kak [[3iH, HO IeJ
JocTaTouyHO 60Ap0o, YTOORI MOPSIAKOM yCTaBIlas 3a AeHb Kuupuc moutu He 3aMedasia HU4ero
BOKpYT. Brlla yBepeHa, uTo Pacnep BefeT ee B CBOI0O KOMHATy. IHTepecHO, 4YTO OH UMeJ B
BUAY, KOT[a TOBOPUJI, UTO XOUET JIUIb CIIaTh C HEM, TeKaTh B OOHOM IIOCTEJIM — U HUYETO
6ospIre? B mpomibiii pa3 He OBII0 TOX0Ke, YTOOB OHa COBCEM He 3aMHTEpecoBaa
HacnepnHuka KoCTelu.

U BCe ke, KOTa OHU BHOBb O49YTHUJIUCH B €0 KOMHATe, a Pacnep He cOaBUI moiary, KI/II/IpI/IC
Ha4vaJla IIogo3peBaTh HeJlagHOe.

— Moe ocoberHoe MecTo, KpoBs 60roB, — CKas3all OH C TUXOPamOYHEIM 0€3yMCTBOM BO
B3TJIsIiE, TIPUITOJHUMAsSI TeYPTUUECKYIO 3aBeCy, 3aMaCKHUPOBAHHYIO MO TPOAOIXKEeHNE
cTeHBl. — X04y, YTOOHI THI B3TJITHYJIA.

Kuuprc norpeboBaiochk HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUM, UTOOR TPUNUTH B cebs1 mocne yBumeHHOTO. Kak
OHa MOrJjla He 3aMeTUTh, He II0YYBCTBOBATh TaKyl0 MOIIHYIO TEyPrUIO IIOf CaMbIM HOCOM?
X0oTenoch U3MOBUUTHCS U XOPOIIEHBKO MMHYTh ce0s o[ 3af 3a 90aKylo HeBHUMATEIbHOCTE. TO,
YTO OHA [0 CHX IIOP He OYHYyJach rmocjie CKOBEHIBAHUS Ta9PHOM, HE MOTJIO OBITh HOCTATOUYHEIM
oIlpaBOaHMWEeM i TaKOM CJIEeIOTHL.



3aBeca Oriia 6e3ynpeuHoii. HuKTo, HM equHas XXUBas OyIla He morafaanachk Ob, YTO B IIape
METPOB OT KPOBaTH CTeHa OTCYTCTByeT. HaBepHsiKa KAaMHHU M Ha OIIYIb KaK HAaCTOSIIHE,

ITo Ty CTOPOHY 3aBECHI CTOSIJT TYCKJIBIM CepeOpPUCTHIN MOTyMpakK, a JOBOJIBHO MPOCTOPHBIHN
KOPUOOP 3alOJIHSJI MJIOTHRIM TyMaH. Kuupuc yToHyJsia B HEM IOYTH 110 KoneHu. Begomast
HacnegHukoM KocCTeil, MeHpUTHHA II03BOJHMIa ce6e 0CMOTPETHCSI, HaAesICh 3alleUThCS
B3TJISIIOM XOTh 3a KaK0Oe-TO HECOBEPIIEHCTBO. TIIETHO: TaKUM HAeaTbHEIM MOTJIO OBITH JTUIITh
TO, YTO COTBOPEHO Teypruei. [IpyyeM caMoTo IEePBOKIACCHOTO YPOBHS.

«4YT0 xKe TH ¢ co00i cuenan, Pacmep, YTOOH 3aIlOIyYUTh TAKYIO CHITY?»

Celiuac gaxke IIMpoKas crimHa HacnegHWKa KOCTel He Ka3ajlaCch JOCTaTOUYHBIM
CBUOETENBCTBOM €0 CUIbI. BO3MOXKHO, MMEHHO TaK OH TIyIIUT 007157 BO3MOKHO, UMEHHO
Yyepes3 CaMOYHUYTOXKEHNEe CHOBa U CHOBA IIBITAETCH YTO-TO JOKa3aTh OKpyxKatomuM. Unu
camomy cebe.

Kopunop 65ICTPO KOHYMIICS, BIIyCKas MX B IPOCTOPHBIN KaMEHHEBIH 3aJl, II0 BCEMY IIEPUMETPY
yCTaBJIEHHBLI MaCCUBHBIMHU IIOJIKaMU. B 1leHTpe, B KOBAHOM TPEHOT'e TYCKJIO IIyIbCUPOBal
MEeTPOBOM BEICOTH KPHUCTAJIII.

— Yto B HUx? — Kuupuc okuHyJsa B3IIAA0M OOUHAKOBEIE CYHOYKY, KOTOPHIE OTJINYaINCh
pa3Be 4TO pa3MepoM. Te, 4YTo mMOOOIbIIE, CTOSIIHA OTOEILHO, MaJIeHbKME 3aHMMaJIi BCE IIOJIKU Y
IpaBO¥ CTEHBI. — TBOM COKpOBUIIA?

— Hert, — c yKe NpUBLIYHOUN OTPEIIEHHON yIBIOKOM 0TBeTHJI HacnemgHuK Kocted. — MeHs
HEYKJTIOXKE MMOTBITANINCh YOeOIUTh, 9YTO TaM — MOSI HEBECTA.

Kuunpuc crnoTHyna — ¥ HaCTOMYHUBO BBITOJIKAJIa U3 I'OJIOBEL MBICTIH O IToAcYeTe. He BaxHO, 4TO
CYHIYKOB OIlpefesleHHO Ooibllle cCOTHU. He nMeeT 3HaUeHUs, UYTO HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX
HaCTOJIBKO MaJIbl, YTO B FOJIOBE He YKJIaAblBAeTCsA, KaKue UMEeHHO 4aCTU YeJloBeKa MOI'yT TaM
Haxomuthcs. [maBHOEe — MonuaTh. U cinymats. OH caM IIpUBell ee B CBOe «0COBEeHHOEe MeCTO».
BoTt nycTs u paccka3biBaerT.

— ¢ moIy4miI 9TO Yepe3 MeCHI] IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK KOPOJIeBa CrOBOPMJIACH IIPO HAIy ITOMOJIBKY.
o aToro Bupgen PeaHy TONBKO Ha IPABIOPAXx, W, €CJIM YECTHO, B XKMU3HU HE BCTPeYasl JeBYIIKU
6e300pa3Hee. ToMy XyOOKHUKY CJIEIOBAJIO OTPYOUTH PYKH BMECTE C To10Bo#. Ho KoposneBa
cYuTana, YTO Halll COI03 OyeT Ha MoIb3y uMIepuu [I3iiHa, a MHe, B YeTHIPHAQUATh JIET, OBLIO
BCe paBHO, Ha KOM KEHUTHCH.

— Pa3Be K TOMy BpeMeHU HUKTO He IIOKOPUJI TBOE Cephle, IOMUH? — He yaep&Kaiach OT
Bonpoca Kuwupruc.

— 4 u 651 TOKOpeH, MedipuTuHa. C TOro OHS, KaK Hay4uICs BUAETH CJIoBa 3a OyKBaMu, s
0e30r0BOPOYHO MOKOPUJICS KHUTAM M HayKaM. A B YeTHIPHAAIATh YPOACTBO OyAyIIeH KeHbI
BUIEJIOCH efBa Jiu He 6narocnoBenueM 60roB. HukTo OB He cTan ynpekaTh MEHS B TOM, UTO S
rocpenu Houu Oery U3 CynpyzKeckoi rnocrenu B 6ubnuoreky. — Pacnep no3sonun cebe
paccnabiieHHYI0 U [I0YTH YeJl0BeYeCKylo yIbIOKY: TaKas BIIOJIHe MOorJjla IIOSIBUThCS Ha JIUIle
[atina unu PyHHa, HO TOYeMYy-TO BHITTIsIeNIa COBEPIIEHHO HEYMECTHOM Ha UX MIlafIieM
6pate. — A korpa Peana mpuexana B 3aMOK, 0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO BCE He TaK YK IIoxo. ITo
KpalHe# Mepe, HOC Y MOel HeBeCTHI ObIJI KyJa MeHbIIle HaPHUCOBAHHOTO, a KU — He TaKUMU
toncteiMu. Ho Bce 3TO He uMeno 3HaYeHus, Bedb cTonno Peare OTKPHITh POT, KaK CTaJo SICHO,
4TO OHA 0e3yIIPeYHO, BOCXUTUTEJIFHO YMHA.

B nBeHagmaTh-TO neT? XOTsd, BOSMOXKHO, KHUTH — BCe, 4TO ORIIO y HeraCHBOfI OEBOYKH,
YTOORI CKpPaCUThb OOJMHOYECTBO U YKPBITECSA OT HaCMeEIIEeK.

— Me=1 roBopunu gHU U Houu HamposieT. OG0 BceM Ha cBeTe. BmecTe ynuTanu, BMecTe U3ydanu
IOpeBHUE CBUTKU. ¢ He JIIOOUI ee, HafeloCh, THl 3TO TOHUMAEIIb.

— 4 moHMMal0, 4TO B BalllM I'OOLl HY OJWH HE MOT 3HATh, YTO TAKOE HACTOSMIIasa J11000Bb, —
YKIIOHYXUBO OTBETHUIIA KI/II/IpI/IC

— Mgu1 OBUTH CTTOBHO OBa MPOKJISTHS, KOTOPBIE HEITOCTUKUMBIM 00pa30M BCTPETUIUCH, YTOOH
IIPEeBPaTUTh OPYT OPYyTa BO YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO HOBoOe. U 51 Mo cuX IOp yBEpPEeH, 4TO Ta
IOBEPYUBOCTD OBIJIa MOe¥ caMoi 6onbioi omubKoi. K coxkayeHuio, TOHUMaHue 3TOTO
IIPUIIUIO CJIMIIKOM MO3A4HO. K c9acThio — BEIBOOEI OCTAJIMCH CO MHOM II0 CEeY [EHb.



OH 3a4eM-TO OKHHYJ COOECEIHUITY OOJITUM B3TJIIOOM, @ TIOTOM B3SIJI C TIOJIKU CTOSIIITNH
OTHEJIbHO OTO BCEX MaJIeHbKUU CYHAY4YOK Pa3MepOoM C JIafiOHb.

— Yepes Tpu Hemenu Haled moMonBku, PeaHa, co Bcell CBUTOM, OTORITa momoii. I B TOT ke
BeYep s y3HaJI, YTO 9Ta MeJKas KpPOoTKas TBAphb yKpaja y MeHs Koe-4To BaxHoe. To, 4To s
LIeHUJI BHIIle COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HU. 1 maxe yroBopui 6paTa IIyCTUTHCS B IIOTOHIO, HO 9Ta Mepa
He IPUTOOUIACh: MBI IOJTYYUJIA IIUCHMO OT JIIOfieH, KOTOPhIe Ha3bIiBaiu ce6s1 0CBOOOIUTEIISIMU
Pudunra — 6paT GUTHIN MeCsI] 0caXxaall 3Ty HEeIPUCTYIHYIO KPEOCTh, ¥ CYUTAJ IIOKOPEHNE
Puduna gemom yectu. OcBobonutenu PruduHa ObIIU TAaKOHUYHEL: TU00 [[9MH OTCTyIIaeT OT UX
TPaHWI], ¥ OHU 3aKJII0YAl0T MUP Ha BHITOOHBIX PuduHy ycrnoBusx, mub6o HEBECTY ero MIafIero
O6paTa JOCTaBAT K CBaleOHOMY TOPXKECTBY II0 KycoukaM. MHe ObIIO IJIeBaTh, YTO MSICHUKH C
HeU chenaioT, MeHs MHTepecoBaJia JIMIh MOs IIpomnazxka. Pagu Hee st Gpocuscs [I3iHY B

HOTHU. — Paciep BrIKOAJ nay3y, Kak OyATo XKOajl OTBETHEIX KOMMeHTapueB. — U MBI gaxke
IIOYTH HaIUIX KoMIIpoMucc. Ho 6110 CIUITKOM ITO30HO. DTH JIIOAYU IPUCHIIANIN CYHAYKY 110
OecCsITh IMTYK KaXKIObIH JeHb. POBHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO OJIMJIACh Ocafja UX TPEKJIsiTOro ropoma. U
TOJIBKO TIOCJIEOHUM CYHOYK OBLI OOUH.

HacnepgHuk KOCTel B3BECUJI CYHOYYOK Ha JIafgoOHH, HO, K OoJbIIoMy obnerdenuio Kuupuc, He
CTajl OTKPBLIBATh. JIUITH TUITHOTU3UPOBAJT B3T/IIAOM XUTPOYMHEBIE 3aBUTKH BOKPYT 3aMOYHOH
CKBaXXUHHI.

— Tawm 6wtu T1a3a, Kunpuc, KoTopsie 6€CTOI0OYY HAWBHO NBITAJINCh BHIAATH 3@ T'Jla3a MEJIKOM
BOPOBKH.

— To ecThb TH X04YeIlb CKa3aTh, YTO TeOe MPUCIaIy I'Mla3a KaKOU-TO OPYroM TeBYOHKU?

— MetipuTuHa, IPOCTO pencTaBb. — OH 6e3pa3IUYHO BEPHYJI CYHOYYOK HA IOJIKY,
TIOPABHSJICS C TOCTEH U C JTIOOOTBITCTBOM 3aTJIsTHYN ¥ B I'jla3a. — THl IPOBOIUIIL BPEMS C
4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIA TOHUMAET TeOs ydIlle, YeM IOHUMAEIb Thl CaMa, C KOTOPEIM BCE TBOU
YCTPEMJIEHUS He BHITTIAOSAT OpeloM CyMaclleiiero, a o0peTaioT CMBICT U CYyTh. BEI BMecTe
Bcerpa u Be3fge. Kak myMaelrb, CMOIKeIlb JIU Thl OTJIMYUTH IIBET I'JIa3 3TOr0 YeJjIoBeKa OT COTEH
Opyrux?

— TToxany#. — CKymno#u oTBeT ObIII eIMHCTBEHHOM afjeKBaTHOM peakiueil. — BO3MOXKHO, Te
JIIOAY He OBIJIM TaKUMM YK MsSCHUKaMU. WK X0Tenu ImoKa3aTb CEPhe3HOCTh HaMEPEHUH.

— ¢ momymarn To4HO Tak xke. TeM Gojee, YTo MHe Mep3aBKa I103ape3 HyXKHa Oblla KUBOH.
IlInu mHYU, Hemenu, Mecsibl — a deaHa TaK ¥ He packphiia ce6si. CTOBHO CKBO3b 3€MITIO
IIPOBAIUIIACH.

Kuupuc xBaTHI0 yMa OCTaBUTD Ipu cebe 3aMeudaHue 0 ero omudke. Paciep BHTISAOEN
HaCTOAIIKMM IICHUXOM, KOI'la PAaCCKa3bIBAJl O MIPOKJIATHIX I''Ta3aX B KOpO6Ke. PeaKHI/IH Ha ee
COMHEHUE MOTJIa OBITh CaMOM HETIPENCKa3yeMOu.

— U tak g nouan, Kuupuc, 4To eBYOHKa IPOCTO MCIIOIb30Baiia MeHda. C caMoro Haydana,
CJIOBO 3a CJIOBO BTepPJiaChk B IOBEPHE K OOWHOYKE, BEIIIBITAJIa Y HEero BCe CEKPEeThl — U, Cﬁe}KaB,
MacCTepCKHU 3aMejia Cjiedbl. ITO 3aCIyKUBAET I0oXBajkbl. U s MOKIIsICS BceM GoraM, 4To
00s13aTeIbHO IIOXBAJIIO ee Mepel TeM, KaK BEIPeXKy ee OPSHHBIE I'1a3a PKaBbIM TYIIBIM HOZKOM.

Ot Toro, Kak pe3ko ToH Pacnepa ¢ ¢pyierMaTu9HOTO MEpPeTEK B HEMIPUKPHITYIO XOJIOOHYIO
3nocTh cyMacitueniero, Kuupuc cuoBa coenanock He 1o cebe. Paciep He 13 Tex, KTo OpocaeT
CJIOBa Ha BETEp, HaBEPHsIKA Y HETO T'Ae-TO ¥ HOXK IPUNPSATAaH UMEHHO TaKOM: TYIOH,
3a3y0OpeHHHIN U BeCh B pKaBYnHe. BO3M0OXKHO, HAa PYKOSATH gaxke HanmcaHo ums «deana». A,
BO3MOZKHO, OH IIPOCTO YOKHYTHIM MSICHUK, KaK TOBOPST JIIOMU, U HAIIEJI MOBOA 0003JTUTHCS Ha
BecCh CBeT, KOTfa y3HaJl, YTo gaxe ero oOIIecTBO He II0 Oyllle JaXke MajleHbKON YPOOuHE.

— Mory g TOMHTEPEeCOoBaThCs, YTO XKe oOMaHIuIa y Te0s yKpaja? — MSrko, 6yaTo mpoboBana
HOCKOM IIEPBHIU CHET, cipocuia Kuupuc.

— T'omoBy Moero oTIla, — OBIJI €T0 OTBET. — 41 MOTPATHJII HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB, 38 KOTOPHIE
pacmiaTuics coOOCTBEHHOM KU3HBI0, YTOOBI COXPAHUTh €T0 TOJI0OBY B IIEPBO3MaHHOM BUIE. 3a
OOHHU MBICJIH O BOpOBCTBe deaHe CIemoBasio Cpe3aTh KPHIIIKY Yepela ¥ HaKallaTb B MO3T sia
MaHTHUKOPHL. YTOOH MoAbkIXajaa MeaJIeHHO, KOpYach B CYZOPOTax ¥ M3BaJISIBIINUCEH B
COOCTBEHHBIX UCIIPAXKHEHUSIX.



BoT Tak. Hu npeBHu# apredakT, HU eJUHCTBEHHAsI B CBOEM pPOAe KHUTa, HU ceMelHas
penukBus. Bcero nuiiik 3abanb3aMUpOBaHHas Teypruel yejoBedyeckasi roinoBa. CTOMIIO
IpeACcTaBUTh TOOOOHOE — U K TOPJIy HOAKATHU/IA TOUIHOTAa. BO3MOXKHO, MeBYOHKA OFIia 1mof,
CTaTh XKEHUXY.

— Bce aT0, — Pacnep o6Besr CBOM IOA3€MHEIE BIaJIEeHUS IMIMPOKUM B3MaxXx0OM, — CBUIETEJIHCTBO
TOT0, YTO S IIOMHIO O KJIsiTBe. Y 00s13aTEIbHO BHIIIOJIHIO €€.

— Ho Benp Teyprus...

— V6uBaeT MeHs, THI X0TeNna ckas3aTh? — Elile oiHO omHa GecliBeTHas MMonyynsi6ka. — MHe Bce
paBHoO. { ¢ camMoro Ha4ajia 3HaJI, 4TO MHE CJIe[0Baji0 POOUTHLCS B KAKOM-TO HHOM MHpeE, THe
MHe OyIeT C KeM IIOrOBOPUTEL O Y4eM-TO 00Jiee COmepKaTelbHOM, YeM NeHbI'H U MONMUTHKA. U
TBOE MOSIBJIEHUE 3[IeCh U ceivac, MoATBepKIaeT 9Ty Bepy.

Kuupuc 3Hana, Kakue cioBa OyoyT CIeOyIOMIUMY, U Ha BCIKUY CIy4dall IPUKpPEITIA I'a3a,
oIacasiCh — U He HallpaCHO — YTO He CMOXKeT coepzKaThb 00JIb.

— C TBoe# momoiIsio, KpoBbk 60T0B, co3mamM CBO¥ COOCTBEHHEBIH OCKOJIOK.

— U uTo XKe THl COOMPAEIIbCS CAENIAaTh C IOMOIILI0 CTOIb MOTYIIIECTBEHHON PETUKBUU? —
TIOHABIISIsA OPOXKb, YTOYHMIIA OHA.

— COTBOPIO HOBHIH MHUD, YTOOBI XOTB ITEPEN CMEPTHIO Y3HATH BKYC MOUJIIUH.
«TONBKO BOT 51 K TOMY BpeMeHU Oyny OaBHBIM-OABHO MEPTBa».

[omkHO OBITH, OH CHOBA YUTAJl €€ MBICIIH, CJIOBHO OTKPBITYIO KHUTY, IIOTOMY YTO B CJIEQYIOUIYIO
CEKYHMOY TpUOIU3UIICS TOYTH BIUIOTHYIO, C HaCcHaKAeHUEM UCTUHHOTO LIEHUTES B3sIJI €€ JIUII0
B IIJIEH CBOUX CIIPSITAHHBLIX B IIepYaTKM JlafoHel. Pacnep monro, 6eCKOHEYHO OONTO0 U
0e3MOJIBHO M3ydasl ee rja3a, OyOTO COMHEeBAaJICs, HaCTOsIas JIu OHa.

— 91 ve nmpuumHIO Tebe Bpen, Kuupuc, — yBepun HacnegHuk KocTei. — TH CIUIIKOM I'JTyO0KO
IIPOHUKJIIA MHe II0f KOXKY, 4YTOOEI BEIpBATh TeOs 6e3 I'yOUTEeIbHEIX ITI0CIeNCTBIN. MHe KaXKeTCs,
4TO s1 OXOTHee fain 6l oTopBaTh cebe PYKy, Y4eM II03BOJIUII KOMY-TO XOTsI OBl IIOMBICIIUTE O TOM,
4TOOBI IPUUNHUTE TeGE GOJIb.

— TBI He MOXKeIllb He 3HaTh, YTO THEYPTHUS CTApIIEero mopsiiKa Bceraa 3abupaeT 4To-TO
B3aMeH. — B 9Ty MuHyTy nuio Paciepa OBIJIO Tak 6JIM3K0, YTO €Tr0 TeIJioe ABIXaHue JTacKao
ee ryobl. — OOBIYHO — JKU3HB.

— 4 3Ha10, KaK OOXUTPUTH CMEPTh, — 3aTOBOPIIUILIKY IIPOIIEITal OH, MATKO IPUXKUMAasICh
rybamu K ee ckyne. — Ho nnst TBoel ke 6e30I1acHOCTH, He CTaHy OeNUThCsA 3HaHueM. Tebe
IIPUIOETCS IPOCTO NoBepuThest MHe, KpoBb GOTroB.

Kuvpuc 3agepzasa geixaHue, Korga Paciep 0CTOPOXKHO, CJIOBHO IIPUKACAJICS K CMEPTEJIbHON
OTpaBe, IIPUKAJICS PTOM K ee rybamM. BepeXHo pa3soMKHYII UX TOLETyeM — U CKOJIb3HYIT
SI3BIKOM BHYTPb PTa.

Ero moremy# 60JsibIie TOXOAMII Ha MPUKOCHOBEHUE TTPU3PaKa: OMHOBPEMEHHO U OIIyTUMEIN, U
HEBUOUMBIN, HeCyllecTByIoIuM. CI0BHO B KOMHATe MOSBUJICS KTO-TO TPETUM, HATJIO BTOPTCS B
WX OOUHOYECTBO — U IIPOHUK Cpa3y B 00oux. Kuupuc maxke grixaHue 3ajiepkaria, 605Ch
CIIYTHYTH 9Ty BHE3AITHYI0 9(peMEepPHYI0 HEXKHOCTb.

— T®I Ha BKyC — CJIOBHO caMa XKW3Hb, — IIpoGopMoTasn Paciep, OHHOBPEMEHHO CXKUMAs ee
JIUIT0 BCe cunbHee. — Hacrosiee 651akeHCTBO.

IMouenyi HaciaegHMKA CTall HACTOWYHMBEE, SI3LIK CKOJIL3HYJI 10 BHYTPEHHEHN YacTH ee I'y0,
TIOTSIHYJICS K ee SI3LIKY, IIPUTJIallas K 4eMy-TO O0JIbIIIeMy, Y4eM MUMOJIETHOE IPUKOCHOBEHUE
ry0, 0 KOTOPOM OHU 00a MOTJiu OBl 3a0BITh YK€ K yTPY.

Kuupuc xoTena OTCTPaHUTHCS: YYBCTBA OBIIU CJIMIIKOM OCTPHIMH U CJIMIIIKOM XaOTUYHEIMY,
4yTOOBI IPUHSATH UX BCE PA30M, HO... B3TJIsAA [I9¥iHa cerofgHs ObIT TaKuM 6Ge3pa3IuYHBIM, a OHa
Tak XOTeJia Tellyla ¥ BHUMAaHUS, ¥ MPOCTOM TacKu. XOTeJjla TOYyBCTBOBATEL Ce0sT CITOCOOHOM
IIOJIyYUTh XOTh YTO-HUOYOb.



— A kak ke urpa, Hacimegauk Koctein? — Kunpuc mo3ponuna cebe BOIbHOCTh CXKAaTh B
KyJlaKax ero py0OaIky Ha rpynu. Cou3Hysa ¢ COOCTBEHHBIX I'y0 BKYC €T0 IIOLEys.

B CHUPEHEBHIX I''tTa3aX Pacnepa BCIIBIXHYJIa UCKpPaA a3apTa, a caM OH HaCTOMYUBO IIOATOJIKHYJI
KI/II/IpI/IC K KpHUCTAJy. ToT okasancs HEBEPOSATHO TEIIJIbIM, MGI:IpHTHHa C HacCJlaXX[OeHuem
IIoTepsiaCh O HEro JIoOIaTKaMu.

— XKenaems ceirpaTth, KpoBs 6010B? — OmHOM pyko¥ HacimemgHUK KOCTEeM HamezKHO yIOepzKUBall
ee 3a TaJulo, APyroi npoeen mo 6enpy. OH make He MBITAJICS CKPBLITh, YTO OTOPYEH TaKUM
obunueM omexkmbl. Ho Bce paBHO He Topomuics. — £ obellan IuIb gepxkaTh ce0si B CBoel
IIOCTEJIM BCIO HOYb U O BOCXOfa COJIHIIA.

«IIpasusvHoO 6ouwbes, 4mo cmapwuli 6pamey, mebe pyku omopsem, ecau cmaHewb
CAUWKOM MHO20 cebe no3e0151mb, — BHyTpu Kuupuc npomunena Co0JIa3HUTEIPHALIA. —
ITosmomy ay4we npocmo CoH, xoms 6bl U3 coobpalceHull 6e3o0nacHocmu... 015 8cex»

Ha sToT pa3 Kuupuc cgenana Buf, 4TO He CIBIIUAT ee. [IpourHoOprpoBaja KaXabli 3BYK
IIpHU3pPavHOro IIelloTa B CBOel ronoBe. B 06bpaTusx Pacnepa 5To 0Ka3anoch He Tak yK CI0XKHO,
a TIpUIIpaBJIeHHAs, HEBECTh OTKyAa BHEIPOCIIas 00Maa Ha UMIIepaTopa, cTana puHATLHBIM
aKKOPAOM ee IMYHOU IeCHU KalUuTyIALIuN. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHA 3acilyKujia HEMHOI'O
UJITIO3UMH.

— YTO THI X0OUeIlhb, YTOOHI ST pacCKa3kIBajia Ha 9TOT pa3, HaclmemHuK KOoCcTeil? — CIIpocuiia
MeWpUTHHA, HacIaXkOasiCch TeM, KaK IIJlaMs a3apTa Bce OO0bIe paclaisieT B3TJIsn JOMHUHA.

— s HAYara, 51 X04y CHATH C TeOSI BCIO 9Ty OPSHDb U YIIOKUTH B CBOIO IIOCTEJIb, — HE CTall
OopuruHajabHM4YaTh Paciuep.

W3 ero ybexkuiia OHM BO3Bpallaauch OBICTPee, eqBa u He Oexkaju. A B KOMHaTe Pacriep
HarHaj Kumpuc oKoJjio caMo¥ KpoBaTH U 6€3 TUITHUX [IEPEMOHUN MOTSIHYJICS K 3aBsI3KaM
KopceTa. MelipuTrHa ¢ o6lerdeHreM BhIMOXHYJIA, KOTHa IIEITOYHOE MPUCIIOCO0IeHHe XKEeHCKOH
KPacoTHI yIajno K ee HoraM. CJiefloM IoJjieTela COpOYKa U IITaHbl. [JeBCTBEHHOCTD
ompenesieHHO He oMernana Hacrneguuky KocTel mpruoOpecTy onpeneieHHBIe HABHIKY I10
YacTH pasfmeBaHus. Kuupuc caMa He 3aMeTHla, Kak OH U30aBUJI €e ITOYTH OT BCeH OeKIbI.
CThI YKPaAAKOM IPOCOYUIICS B TY YaCTh CO3HAHUS, KOTOpAasi, HeB3Upas Ha MUKAaHTHOCTh
MOMEHTA, MO-IIPeXXHeMy ayMasa O OPyroM.

— CeropgHsi, Kuupuc, 6ymeT cTo cji0B 0 cebe, — n30aBIsIsiCh OT COPOYKH, IIJIIOTOSTTHO
yNBIOHYICS Pacnep. — Xo4y yCIIBIIIIaTh KaXayl0 TBOIO aMonuio, KpoBb 60T0B. YIIMBAaTHCS
KaXk[O¥ I'PAHBIO TBOETO 9KCTa3a. B mpouIklil pa3 MHE ObSIBOILCKY MOHPABUIIOCH YIIOEHUE, C
KOTOPBIM THI MEHSI Opas3Huia.

— 4 muIme MOCTYIIHO CliefioBajia IpaBuUjiaM TBOEHM UI'DHl, JOMUH, — He 6e3 KOKeTCTBa
MIpOM3HEC/a OHa, pacCMaTpPUBas ero MOATSIHYTOEe KpemKoe Teso. I1oBsi3ku Ooblilie He OBIIO, a
0 PaHEHWU HAIOMUWHAJI JIUIITh TEMHO-KPACHBIN POCYEPK ITpaMa. Kuupuc npunomHsiack Ha
JIOKTSX, IPOTSHYJIAa PYKY ¥ IIPOBeJia IaabliaMy II0 BRITYKJIION TUHUM. — Tak GBICTPO 3aKu0?
Pa3Be 3pemrHul IeKaph Tak IJIOX, YTO THL...? — OHa He OTBAXXUJIaCh 3aKOHYUTE.

— Ecnu Te6e HHTEPECYeT, UCIIOIH30BAJI JIU 51 TEYPTHUIO, TO MOM OTBET — HET.
— Ho ee Tak MHOTO B Te6e, YTO OHA ITPOCAYHUBAETCS B KaXKObIH KyCOUeK Tea?

— DTO Moe IUYHOoe MPOoKJATHe, Kunpuc. 4 4To-TO Bpome HOCUTEJIS OJI 3TOTO Iapal3uTa, U OH
IenaeT BCe, YTOOHI He JIUIIUTHCS YOOOHOTO Tea.

«Manvuuwka oKoH4YamenbHO cvexasa ¢ Kamyuiek, — Ope3riuBo IPOKOMMeHTUPOoBasa
KpoBoxkamgHasi. — Xomsi, AUYHO MHe a3apmHo bbimb e20 nepaeoti»

— 41 xouy mompo6oBaTh TeOsi, — IIPOOOPMOTA OH HEOXKUAAHHO JITACKOBHIM LIETIOTOM,
IPHUCaXXUBAsICh OKOJIO KPOBATH Ha KOJIEHU. — THI ITO3BOJIHIIL MHE, KpoBb GOTOB?

OHa 3akMypuiiachk, BooOpaxasi, 4To OymeT manbiine. KpoxoTHast 4aCcTh OYIIU MIPOTUBUIIACH 3TOM
JlacKe, CTBIIMIIAaCh TEX YYBCTB, KOTOPHIX MOXKET HOIPOCTy He O6bITh. B Kepake cecTpwr
4acTeHbKO JeJlanu nomobHoe, pa3y4duBas U 3Ty (popMy M100BU Ha TOT ClIydal, eCliu Ux
mo’KeaeT MPUoOpeCcTH KeHIMuHa. Mnu eciiu B uX 00513aHHOCTY OYOET BXOAUTH TaK XKe U
3aboTa 00 YOOBOJILCTBUY KEHBI X0357MHa. HacTaBHUIIEI TOBOPUIIY, YTO YaCTEHHKO HATIOKHUILY



TOKYIIAIOT IOJIS TOTO, YTOOB AepzKaTh TPETHEH B IIOCTENH, U JIUIIh U3PEIKa — YTOOEI
HaclaXOaThCs ee TaJllaHTaMK eQUHONINYHO. KHHpHC HUKOToa He HPaBUIKNCh TaKHe JIACKH.
BhI7IO B HUX YTO-TO... CTPAHHOE, HEHACTosIee, OyATO BEIAaBaeMasi 3a MOJIOKO ITOJKpaIleHHas
Boga. A ellle CECTPHI ¥ HaCTAaBHUIILI TOBOPUJIM, YTO IIPHUTBOPILMIIA OHA M3 PYK BOH IIJIOXas.

ITosTomy, ecnmu HaciemgHUK KOCTEH CHOejlaeT XKejlaeMOe U He YBUOUT HaJIexkallled peakIlny,
BPSI JTU 9TO YJIYYIIUT €ro HaCTPOEHHue.

«Hy, max npudymati umo-Hub6yoOb, ¥mobsl ocmaHo8ums €20, — IofcKa3ana
Cob6mnasuuTtensHuiia. — IIpedaodcu Opyayro uz2py, 0a He cnpawusai — a deaati, 4¥mobbul y Hez20
He 6bl/10 WaHCca 803pPa3umay»

Kuupuc pe3ko cena, 1o3Bojisasa CTpacTHOU CTaTh TeYEHUEM, 10 KOTOPOMY IIOTEKJIO €€
co3HaHMe. MTrHOBeHUe B Ii1a3ax Pacnepa nneckanock youBiIeHHe, HO DOBHO 10 TeX 110D, II0Ka
MeUpUTHHA He BIENWIach B €ro IUIeYy U He MOTSHYyJIa Ha cels.

— Haperoch, moMuH, TH He OyIOelrb TPOTHUB, ECJIM Ha 9TOT pa3 MOBeay f? — B MpoHM3aHHOM
TIOKOPHOCTBIO I'0JIOCE, OT HAaCTOosIel Kuupruc He 0CTaloCh POBHBIM CU€TOM HHUYEro.

— IIBa paza noppsap? — Tonbko HacnegHuK KocTell yMenl ODHOBPEMEHHO BRITJIAOETh U
paccepXKeHHBIM, U YBJIEYEHHEBIM.

— Bce, 4yTOOBI U B 9Ty HOYb THI TaK 2kK€ CJIagKO CIIaJl.

Ei mpuniock MUPOKO PaCKUHYTh HOTH, 4TOOR Pacnep mer Mmexny HuMu. [IITaHb OH IO
IIpeXXHEeMY He CHSJI, ¥ Korfa PyKu Kumpuc CKOJIb3HYIN HUXKE 10 eTr0 KUBOTY, IIepexXBaTull
JIafoOHb, 3aBels el 3a T'OJIOBY.

— He ceropusi, pa3 y THI CHOBA XKeJaelllb ObITh I1aBHOM. OTHAKO, TH BCE ellle [OJI2KHa CTO
CJIOB.

«H umo, npukadiceme, ¢ HUM 0e/amb, eCAu ynpAamMbll MarbyuwKa 0axce WmaHbsl He
paspewaem cHamb? — Ha atoT pa3 Co6na3HuTeIbHUIIA OTKPOBEHHO 3a0aBiIsiiach
IIOJIyYeHHOM, HaKOHEIl, BJIacThio. — JIa0HO, HacmosAuw,utll cekc mbl npubepedicem 014
Hacmosiu,e2o My»C4uHbl, d NOKA — AUWDb U2pa»

— Pacckaxu, Kakasi TH MeKay Hor, KpoBb 60roB, — mmoTpeboBai Paciep, IpuKUMasich
TIBLTAIOIEH IIEKOM K ee BUCKY. — PaccKaXXu Tak, 4TOOH 51 II0OYYBCTBOBAJI.

OHa BckuHYya 6efpa, HeJBYCMEICIIEHHO BUJIbHYJIAa MU U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY. Pacrnep
3aXMypPHJICS U B OTMECTKY [OBOJIbHO 00JIe3HEHHO IIPUKYCUII ee 3a yX0. CTpacTHOM HpaBUach
9Ta Urpa: OHa 3aBejla HOTY eMy 3a CIUHY U CTYKHYJIa [IATKOM 110 Aroputie. [JloMUH TO3BOJIUIT
ce0e yCMeIIKy U B3sJI B IJIEH BTOPYIO €€ PYKY, ToXKe youpas IJIEeHHUIE 3a [OJIOBY.

— TwI IIpeKpaCHa, KOorga MeITaelllbCAa H306pa}KaTB HEIIOKOPHOCTDH, — pa3rjsiabiBasi ee CBepXy
BHU3, TTIOXBAJINJI OH. — ¢ MOYTHU TOTOB Tebe IIOBEPUTE.

— TBo# uneH yxke BepuT, Paciep. — Kuupuc moepsasa U3 CTOPOHHEI B CTOPOHY, HAaCIaXKaasiCh
TBEPOOCTHIO B €T0 IIITaHax. — TebGe HpaBUTCS TO, YTO ThI BUMAUIIE, HO ele 6omnbine Tebe
HPaBUTCS UTpa, MHaUe 3a4eM OepzKaThb ce0s Ha IOBOOKE CTOILKO JIeT?

— B03MO0XXHO, 4YTOOBI HE MPUUYHUHUTEL Tebe 60/IL? — HEeOXUIAHHO CEePhe3HO OTBETHII OH.

«Hem, Hem, Hem, cetiuac Mbl MOYHO He bydem ob6cyxrcOamb meoe HamepeHHoe ypoodcmeo u
€20 NPUYUHbL»

— 4 Mory BHITEPIIETH CTOJIb MHOT'O 60JIM, HOMUH, YTO TH U IIPEICTAaBUThL HE MOXKeIb. — «Ho,
KazKeTCs, Thl He U3 TeX MYXKYUH, KOTOPHIM Mofgo0Hoe 110 ayIne». — Ho B TBoel mOCTeNu s
TOTOBA IMTOMYHHUTLCS TBOUM IIPAaBUIaAM.

OHa croJi3jia 4yTh HUXKe, IPUKaaach JKUBOTOM K €T0 YJIeHY. DTO CTOMJIO HETIPUSITHOU
HoIolIew 60K B CycTaBax PyK, KOTOphie Paciep mpomoikai KPenko yoepKUBaTh.

— IOywmato, s1 661 TeOe MOHPABUIAChH, JOMUH, — TIISOS B €T0 TOpSINye I'Jla3a, Havaia OHa,
OOHOBPEMEHHO IIOTJIaXkKMBasi 2KMBOTOM €TI0 BHIIIYKJIOCTD B IITaHaX. — BaxHas poBHO
HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI IPUHSATH TeOS BCero. Y3Kas, Ojisi TBOETO MOJTHOTO YIOBOIbCTBUS.



Pacnep 3axxMypuiIcsi, OCTOPOIKHO MOAXBATUI ee PUTM. Kuupuc HpaBUIOCh, YTO CefYac OHU
COIIPUKACAIOTCA JIUIIb TaM, IOTOMY 4YTO TaK ee T'0JIOBa MOTJia OCTaBaThCSA OOCTATOYHO SICHOM, a
YIOBOIBCTBUE — IIEJINKOM KOHTPOIUPYEMBIM. OT OQHOM MBICIIM O BO3MOXKHOM OJIM30CTH C 3TUM
CTPaAHHLIM MOJIOIHEIM MYXKUYMHOM, B FOJIOBE IOSBJISNINCEH CTPaHHLIE PAa3MbITEIE 06pa3kl, OT
KOTOPEIX COCKY MT'HOBEHHO 3aTBepaenu. BoT Tonmpko B 9TUX o6pa3ax...

«Celiuac s enasHas! — B30pbIKHYIa COOMa3HUTENbHUIIG, U 0€CIIEPEMOHHO BHITPSIXHYJIIA
Kunpuc o6paTHO Ha 3aOBOPKU CO3HAHUNA. — Mbl 2iCe He XOomum, 4mobbvl MA/eHbKYI0 Po2amyro
b6ecmuro nomom Myuuau 6eckoHeuHble yepbl3eHUs cogecmu?»

— Ecnu OBl THI ITOKEJNAJ B3SITh MEHS, — IIpoaoizkKajia OHa C 3aMEeTHBIM IIPUObIXaHUueM, — TO
IIOHSATI 61:1, YTO S — CJIOBHO TEIINIbIN KUAKUM 1enk. U s ORI IIpPUHAIA Tebs Tak 1"J'Iy60KO.

— Mokpas u nofmaTtnuBasi? — Paciep ToXe OIMyCTHUJICS HUXKe, Ha 9TOT pa3 IPUKUMAsICh
YJIEHOM K BJIAJKHOMY MECTY MEeX[Y ee ITUPOKO PAaCKUHYTHIMU HOTraMu. TOJKHYJICS
HECKOJIbKUMHU OPa3HAIINMU OBUKEHUSIMH, KaXKIbIM pa3 3acTaBisis ee BCXJIUIBIBATh OT
IJI0THOTO TpeHusda. — ['opsgaa? OTrBeuaii!

— l'opstiyasi, — moAgXBaTHUIA OHA, W, IOBUHYSICh BOCIIOMUHAHUSIM, 3alyCTUJIa PYKY MEXAy HOT,
CKOJIb3HYJIa IasbllaMy BHYTPh, BHITM0AsICh OyTOH.

— Yro TH 4yBCTByelnh? — OH C CHJIOY TOJIKHYJICS BIIePef, IONTAIKKMBAas ee MasbIlkl ellle
rnyoxe.

— To, yTo MOKeT mofapuTh Tebe ymoBoibCcTBUE, HacimegHuk KocTel. — Kuupuc BEICBOOOOMIIA
JIaflOHb, BJIaXKHEIMH ITaJIbIIaMH OYePTHIa KOHTYP ero prta. — [lompo0OyeIs?

BmecTo oTBeTa Pacnep o6xBaTui rybaMu ee masbIlbl, COOIa3HUTEIILHO CIIU3HYJII BJIary CaMBIM
KOHYHMKOM s13bIKa, ODHOBPEMEHHO HapallnBas TEMII.

— B cnepytomuii pa3, Kuupuc, s gomxkeHn 6yny monpo6oBaTh Te0s 10 HACTOSIIEMY, —
noofeIran oH cOMBAaIIMUMCS OT CTPACTU T'OJIOCOM.

BMecTo oTBeTa OHa BBEIHYJIA IaJIbIbl U3 €T0 PTa, XOTS HAIoCJeqoK Paciep Bce XKe YXUTPHUIICS
WX YKYCUTh — U II0IlejioBasia ero. CIijiesna CBOM SI3LIK C €0 SI3EIKOM, BIUTHIBASI PBYIIIHECS U3
ropnia Pacnepa xpumsl. BoT Tak, 60/bllle — HUKAaKUX Pa3roBOPOB. BO3MOXKHO, UTPHI
HacleOHUKA Hellb3s Ha3BaTh HOPMAaIbHBIMUA U IIPUBEIYHBEIMU, HO cefiyac el HpaBUJIOCh OBITh UX
yuacTHuUIeH. 1 HpaBUIOCh, YTO IIPU OAPYTUX 0OCTOSITEILCTBAX OHA BIIOJTHE MOTJIa OBl OTHATHCS
uM Bcsa 0e3 ocraTka.

Wx mpurnyiieHHble CTOHBI, BCXJTUITBIBAHUS, IIEJIECT TPOCTHIHEH — BCE CIIMIOCH B HAOUPAIOITYI0
TeMIl MeJionuio. Kumpuc 9yBCTBOBAJIa JINIIh BOCXUTUTEIBHBIN BKYC €r0 TpeO0BaTEIFHOTO
TIo1lenysi, TO IOOUUHSSACH — TO 3a0upas UHUIIMATHUBY. YyBCTBOBaa, KaK SPOCTHO OH
BKOJIQYMBAET CBOIO TBEPIOCTDb € MEXK/Y HOT ¥ PHIYUT OT HETrONOBAHHUS, UTO HE MOXKET
IIOJIyYUTh BCE CIIOJIHA. B KakKOM-TO MOMEHT ee COOCTBEHHAas HOIoIIasi c1ab0CTh TpeBpaTuiiach B
COCpemoOTOYEHNE YOOBOJILCTBUSA, B KoTOpoe Kuupuc okyHynaces 6e3 OTIsoKy.

IMocnmegHUI TOMTYOK OBLI TAKUM CHUJIBHBIM, YTO KPOBATh HEOOBOJILHO CKpUIIHYynIa. Kuupuc
pa3opBa’ia moIesyH, 03BoJsisi Paciepy BHIUIECHYTh CBOM gonruii cToH. Ee Ouna Mmenkas
OPOKb, TOJIOBA KPYKHUJIACh, @ TEJIO MEAJIEHHO PACKaYMBaJIOCh Ha BOJIHAX MIOJIyYEHHOTO
YIOOBOJILCTBHUS.

— BooOpaxaro, 4To moAyMaloT MpadyKy, KOT{a HaluayT MOMU IITaHbl, — IOLIYTHII Pacrep, Koraga
K HEMY BEPHYJIachb CIIOCOOHOCTb TOBOPHUTb.

— OHm Mom4a caenaioT CBOIO paboTy, YTOOB COXPAHUTH TOJIOBHI TP cebe.

Ha artoT pa3 Pacnep nouesnoBasn ee efBa KacasiCh rydaMu I'y6, IepeBepHYJICS Ha CIUHY U
PaCKUHYT PYKH.

— Kazxertcs, cerogHs st yBugesn obutenb HebecHY0, KpoBb GOros.



I'’TaBa omuMHHAIIATast

Hecsambv OHelu cnycms
— Hy u 4T0 TH IpHAyMal Ha 3TOT pas?

Kuupuc ¢ BocxullieHreM pasTiasgblBalia ABYX OCEIaHHBIX TOPOAUCTHIX IOIOHCKUX XKepPeOIloB:
TOHKOHOTHX, KPEMIKUX U U3SIIHBIX, CJIOBHO CTPYHHI HAa My3HIKaJIbHOM HHCTPYMeHTe. VX MIKypEI
JIOCHUJIUCH Ha COJIHIIE, Tpalus Oblja 6e3yIpeyvHoi, a Cefjia CTOUIH, NOIXKHO OBITh, IIEHY
HeOOJIbIIION JePEeBHU CO BCEMHU €€ O0UTATEeISIMH.

— IIporynky 3a ropopm, — 6eciabalrio, OyaTo peys IIjia 0 COBEPIIeHHO OOBIIeHHON U
Ge3omacHOM Belu, cka3an HacnegHUK TeHHU, ¥ BPYYUII € YTO-TO 3aBEPHYTOE B OTPE3 MOPOro
TKaHU.

— MHe KaxeTcs, xKepebila ObII0 ToCcTaTOYHO. — OHa He OTBAaXXWJIaCh B3ATh IIPEI0KEHHEIH
TIOJApPOK.

— A MHe KaXeTcs, pac’Maa’pa 3[eCh Thl, @ 3HQYUT, 1 UMEI0 IIOJIHOE IIPaBOo pelaTh, YTO ThL
IIpUMeENIb B Iap, @ 4YTO — HET.

KI/II/IpI/IC He3aMeTHO IIOMOpPIIUJIachk OT npo3ByanLueﬁ B €ro rojoce Here}KHOCTI/I.

CTan.IHO OpenCTaBUTh, 4TO IIPOIIIIO YXKe OombIte HeleJIn C TeX II0P, KaK OHa OKa3aJlaCb
IJIEeHHUIIe! B 3aMKe MepOJICKOfI TUOPHL. XoTs, KaKas Ke OHa IIJIEeHHHuIa? KI/II/IpI/IC He uMejla
IIPUBBIYKH JIYKABUTH Ce6e, II03TOMY BEIHYZXKOEHa OBLIa IIPU3HATh, YTO 2KN3Hb «IIJICHHUIIBI»
OLIJTa BO BCEX OTHOIIEHUSIX Kyha NpusgdTHEee BEIHY2KIOEHHOI'O CYIIIeCTBOBAHUSA B KepaKe. axe
€CJIM CHa4valla OHa gyMajia COBCEM IIPOTHUBOIIOJIIOZKHOE.

Pacnep u PyHH npomoskasnu 6amoBaTh €€ CBOMMU ITOCTOSHHBIMY 3HAKaMM BHUMAHMS, KazKIbIN
Ha cBou MaHep. Ha npouuioit Hegene HacnegHUK TeHU IpenogHeC el B II0JapOK KOHS
BEJIMKOJIEMHOTO, 6e3ynpedHo-THenoro xepebija. Kak okazamock, 60bllle, Y4eM KEHIIUH U
XOpoIre KINHKYA, PyHH JTI00MJI pa3Be 4TOo JIoIIagei. MoT rOBOPHUTH O HUX YacaMU, BOCXHUIIASCH
C TaKOM e CTPACThI0, C KAaKOW WHOU IIeHUTENb OIMCHIBAET MPEeIeCcTH KpacaBull ¢ Terbix
OCTPOBOB. B gpyroi# &Ku3HHU, 10 Ty CTOPOHY 3epKasa Mupa, Kuupuc Brlyununach CUIeTh B Celjie
paHbIlle, YeM I'OBOPUTH, BOT TOJIPKO €3[41jIa OHAa COBCEM He Ha CMUPHOU nomanu. [a u mocie
noxuieHus B Kepak Tak HU pa3y U He e3quia BepxoM. O yeM cpa3y ke YeCTHO cKa3aja
PyHHY, B OTBET Ha YTO TEHEPOKOEHHHIN IIJIOTOSITHO YXMBITLHYJICS U IT000EIan CaMOIUYHO
3aHSTHCS ee 00yyeHHUEeM. A yUUTHIBast TO, 4TO [3iHa JHEM M HOYBIO 3aHUMAJIH
roCymapCcTBeHHBIE fena, y HacnemHuKa TeHU MOSBUIIOCH B IBa pa3a 00JIbIlle BPEMEHU, YTOOH
OCYIIECTBUTH Ofellanue. 3a 3T0 BpeMs Kuupuc ycrena IpUuBBIKHYTh U K €T0 CTPAaHHOM MaHepe
LUIYTUTh, U K KOMIIJIUMEHTaM, OT KOTOPHIX CKBO3UJIO €CJIU He U3[OEBKOM, TO BeCbMa CaJIbHOM
mryTKo#. M ycmena paccMOTpeTh, 9YTO BCe 3TO — He 0ojiee, 4eM IupMa, 3a KOTopou PyHH
CTapaTesIbHO IIPSYeT CBOETr0 OOMKEHHOTO Ha BECh CBET, HeHOJII00JIEHHOT 0 pebeHKa.

— Hy xe, pac’maa’pa, cMesnee. — HaciegHUK TeHU BCY4YUJI €l CBEPTOK.

He nmest Hu Marneiiiero npencTaBleHns, YTO XKe TaM MOXKeT ObITh, Kunpuc oTKuHysa Kpas
TKaHu. BHYTpH, B IPOCTHIX KOKAHBIX HOXKHAX, JIezKajl KOPOTKUH I0I0OHCKUY KIWHOK. Kuupuc
BBIHYyJIa €r0, He 0e3 yIOBOJIbCTBUS HaC/IaXkIasiCh UT'POY CBeTa Ha YyTh Iroy00BaTOM CTaIH.

«5I eomosa 6bi1a omdamucsi 3a KOHS, — BO30yKIEHHO IIPOCTOHana KpoBoxanmHasi, — a 3a
amakuil no@apok Mbl 06513aHbI MPAXHYMb YWACcmMo20 00 nomepu CoO3HaAHUs1!»

B oTnuuue OoT OOHOUM M3 CBOUX MIIOCTAcCeM, KJIMHOK HpaBuJCcsa Kuupuc numis Kak Ipou3BegeHue
HMCKYCCTBA: BETUKOJIENHBIM 00pa3uyrK Ky3HEUHOI'0 MacTEPCTBA U TajlaHTa, KOTOPHIM OHa
npennousa Ol BOBCE He OpaTh B PYKH.

— bnarogapio 3a nogapok, PyHH.

— 4 BuXYy, uTO TebGe OH He CIUIIKOM II0 aylie, — 0e30mubo9yHo yragana HaciegHUK TeHH.
PaccTpoeHHEIM, BIIpoUeM, He BHIIIIsAOesn. Kuupuc Boobime peako 3aMedasa 3a HUM KaKHue-TO
OpyTHe 3MOIINY, KPOME BEe3AECYIIero pasTuIbAIUCcTBa U TOMBITOK BEICMESITh BCE U BCS. —
Haperocs, gpyras 4acTh Te0sI OIEHUT ero M0 JOCTOMHCTBY. [IbSIBOJ, O CUX IIOP HE
MIPeACTaBJIsiio, KaK Thl yCTPOEHa.



— Pa3Be 3T0O CTONIBL BaXXKHO?

— MHe OBl XOTENIOCH 3HATD, YTOOHI IT0 BO3MOXKHOCTHA CaMOMY peIlaTh, C KeM U3 Tebs... Bac g
MIPeAIoYuTy MPOBOOUTh BPEMS CETOMHSI, UK 3aBTPa, UK B JII000M APYTo¥ JEeHb.

— Boitocs, 00 Tex mop, IoKa TaspH He BEPHYJICS Ha CBOE MECTO Y MEHS Ha Illee, HU 0 KaKOM
KOHTPOJIE He MOXKEeT OBITh U peun. f caMa C TPyIOM IMOHUMAI0 TeX, YTO CKOBAHHEI BMECTE CO
MHOH.

PynH npu6nu3uiics K Hel IOYTH BIUIOTHYIO, KakK [eJiajl Bceraa, Korga coouparncs IIyCTUTh B
x0n cBoe cyMacueniee obassare. OT HETO BCeraa YOUBUTEIBHO IaXJI0 HOXKAIUBEIM JIECOM U
TPaBOU B YTPEHHEU poce, ¥ MOJIyHOYHOM rpo3ou. Kak 6yaTo 9TOT MOJIOO0ON MyKYMHA
CyIIeCTBOBAJI B OMHOU U3 TeX PeajbHOCTeMH, I'Ie JIIoAY KUK B BEKOBEIX JIecax U yMeu
TIOOUUHSATEH IPUPONY.

— Iloka, HO JIUIIb TIOKA, MEHSI YCTPauBaeT BCe, KakK eCcTh. Tak 3a6aBHO BCE BPEMS IIBITATHCS
Tebs pa3ragaTth, pac’Maa’pa. — OH IIOJIOKUII JIAJIOHb IIOBEPX €€ PYKU Ha PYKOSITU KJIIMHKA U
HEeBYCMBICIIEHHO TIOTJIagUII ITajIbI[aMUu OCTPHIe KOCTSAIIKYN. — Kak TOJIbKO MHE HaUHWHAEeT
Kas3aThCs, UYTO S pa3rafbiBaio TeOst — TH CHOBA YCKOJIb3aEITh.

«3TO BCe mOTOMY, UTO THl — OXOTHHUK, a 51 — IPUBJIEKaTeIbHAasA N00kYa, pPa3 3a Pa3oM
YCKOJb3atoIas y Te6st u3-mog Hoca. A3apT, 3a KOTOPHIM HE CTOUT POBHBEIM CUETOM HUYETO».

Bo3me ee HOrM pa3mgajioch HEIOBOJIbHOE T'POMKOE phiuaHue. HacnmegHUK TEHU CKOCHJI B3TJISI[
BHHUS3.

— Ou Tak u Oy#eT TacKaThbCsa 3a TOOO0M?

Kuupuc moxara mjedamu, IIpucesa, 4ToObl MOTIaguTh MeHKa pupa 3a yxoM. [Tomapok [IaiiHa,
KOTOPHIN UMIIepaTop HaxXke He IoXKeJjiajl BpyduTh MU4HO. [IpocTo nepenmasn meHKa 4epe3 CBOI0
aTapy 6e3 Kakux-nmubo ykasaHuii. C caMoro gHS IIOKa3aTEIbHOI'0 BO BCEX OTHOIIIEHUSX
BOEHHOI'0 COBETA, UMIIEpPaTOp IIOJTHOCTHLIO M BO BCEM ee UTHOpHpPoBas. OHa U BUJEeIa ero BCero-
TO Mapy pas, fa U TO u3maneKka u B o01iecTBe cBoer ¢paBopuTku. YacTe Kuupuc uCcobITEHIBaIA
OrpOMHOE€ oOJierdYeHue 13-3a ero OCTHIBIIET0 MHTEPeca, HO B I'JIyOUHE AYIITU HEBEHIHOCUMBIM
XOJIOOHBIM KOMKOM HbIJIa 00one3HeHHas 06uga. Bo3MOXKHO, ITOYySIB COTIEPHUILY, TIEPBas
¢daBopUTKa IIPUMEHNIA BCE CBOU KEHCKHE Yaphl, YTOOBI BEPHYTDH PACIIOIOKEHNE UMIIEPATOPa,
HO 9TO HU B KO€l Mepe He OIpPaBOLIBaJIO ero 0e3pas3Iuyus.

— THI Tak U He faja UM 3TOMY uyauiy? — PyHH faxke He CKPHIBaJl, YTO IIEJINKOM U
TIOJTHOCTHIO ITPEe3UpaeT yBIedeHue cTapiiero 6para aTuMu rcamu. — [Ipennaraio Ha3BaTh
yponua «JIatia». Tak y TeOs1 mOsIBUTCS CBOM JTUYHBIN UMIIepaTop: OymeIb IUHATh eTro IIoH 3af
U THIKQTh HOCOM B JIyXKY. XOTh KakKas-TO I10JIb3a.

Kuupuc paspmenuia MyTKy MCKPEeHHUM CMEXOM, HO OCEKJIaCh, KOTfia Ha IIMPOKOM BHYTPEHHEM
IBOpeE IIepeq HeHTPaJIbLHEIM BXOIOM, I'le OHM C PYHHOM KakK pa3 coOOHMpaiCh OCeaiaTh
Jiollafiel, HaMeTUIach HeoXuaHHas BO3Hs. I[[eHOK — B TpU MecsIla OH yXKe Mepepoc BHICOTY
ee KOJIOH — HABOCTPH YIITK U 3aHsJ 00eByI0 CTOMKY. Bo3aMoxkHO, pup B camom gene ObUT HE
CIIMIIIKOM MUJI U 0OJIbIlle CMaxXuBaJjl Ha II0MeCh HeJOKOPMJIEHHOT'0 BOJTYOHKA M GeCKPHIIOH
BBIBEPHBI, HO BPOXKIEeHHEIE HHCTUHKTHI ITOJICKA3kIBA/I €My 3allMINATh X03AHUKYy OT BCETO, UTo,
110 eT0 MHEHMIO, BEI3LIBAJIO IIOO03peHre. KHUpHC yciesa MogyMaTh, YTO II[eHKY BCe-Ke CTOUT
OaTh MIPUTHYHOE UMsI, HO Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE 3Ty MBICJIb BEHITECHUJI TPOMKHUH U ITenoT PyHHa:

— Ba! IToxoxe, npuexana obelllaHHas UMIIepPaTOPCKON 3afHUIIe IIJIeMeHHas KoObla U3
Xanap’'llas.

Yepes roCTEIIPUUMHO pacliaxHyThie BOPOTa BO BHYTPEHHUM OBOP BIMBAJaCh I1e/as pexKa
JIIOJICKUX TEeJl: BOOPYKEHHEBIE 10 3y00B BCAJHUKH, F€POJIbIbl, 3HAMEHOCIIBI, TSIXKEIIEIe KOBAaHHEIE
9KUIIaXKH, OOJIbIIe HAIIOMUHAIOIINE HEIIPUCTYIIHYIO KPEIIOCTh YeM CPEeCTBO IJIsi KOM(GOPTHOTO
nepenBukeHusi. OTKPHIBAIM ¥ 3aMBIKAJIA IIPOIIECCHUI0 IMYHBIE TBapAeHIlsl UMIIepaTopa.
omKHO OBITh, OHK COMPOBOXKAAJY AEBYIIKY OT CAMOM I'PAaHMIILI U TOJIOBOM OTBEYAlH 3a ee
Oe3omacHoe MpPUOHITHE.

Kuupuc oTBepHyjach, IpPUCTETHYJIa Med K JIYKe cefjia, MbICJIEHHO CocYHTasla JHU. B camom
Oere, HeBeCTa JOIKHa Oklyla IPUOBITh C IHS Ha OeHb, TakK IMoYyeMy OBl M He CeTOOHS, He
cemtyac? OT OQHO¥M MBICJIH, YTOOBI CTOJIKHYTBLCS C HEM JIMIIOM K JIUIy 3acKpebIIo rfie-To 0.



pebpamu. Het yX, Ha TakOe OHa TOYHO He IIOANMCHIBATIACh. XBATUT U TE€X YHUUUIKUTEIbHBIX
B3TJISIOB, KOTOPHIE €M «IIOCYACT/IMBUIIOCH» MTOIYYUTh OT UMIIEPATOPCKOM (paBOPUTKHU. Bymer
Ky[a JIy4Ile, eCJIi 3TU [BOE BIENSTCS B TJIOTKYU APYT APYTY, a 0 He#, Kuupuc, u gymaTts
3a0ynyT. B urpe 3a npaBo GBITH I€PBOM U JTydlie AJIsi CAMOTO CUJILHOTO MYKUYMHEBL BCETO
KOHTHHEHTAa, OHa UM TOYHO He COIIEePHUIIA.

— Kyna 651 TH HU coOmparcs moexaTs, Ipeasaralo coejiaTh 3TO IPSIMO cefidac, — IIOTOPOoIInIa
MeUpHUTHUHA.

He xoTesoch mmpu3HaBaThCs cebe B 9TOM, HO KpOMe IIONBITOK B 0YepPeqHOHN pas CIIpsSTaTh
TOJIOBY B II€COK, OHA eIle U 10 CMEePTH He X0Tejla CTOIKHYTLCS C IeBYIIIKOM JTUIIOM B K JIMILY.
Bosimack yBumeTh, 9TO Ta XOPOIlA U I0HA, M HeBUHHAs. bosiyiack, 4TO Ha ee 6e3ympedyHoOM
IUYUKe OrPOMHEIMU OYKBaMu OymeT HamucaHo: «f abCoMoTHO HeBUHHA U [I9HH OLIEHUT, YTO
IO HETO HU OOHM MyK4YKHa He KacajiCs MOero Teja».

— Kak? Tl He XKeaelllb YBUIETh IpeacTaBaeHne? — B oTnuyue oT Hee PyHH He CKpEIBaJ, 4TO
KaXIeT YBUOETh HEBECTY 6paTa U, BO3MOXKHO, OyIyIIyI0 UMIIEPATPUIy HITPE30B. A Koraa
rna3a HacrmemHyKa TEHU 3aropajiich a3apToM, IepeyoenuTh ero ObIJI0 IPaKTHUYECKH
HEBO3MOXKHO.

Kuupuc MBICTIEHHO B3[IOXHYJA U MoXenana cebe TeprneHus, 61aropasyMusi ¥ MyqpoOCTH. ITO
BCETO JTUIIb OeBUIla: JOCTATOYHO GIaropomHas, YTOOH OBIThH TAapOi caMOMy UMIIepaTopy, H,
BEPOSITHO, BeChMa MUJIas.

Ho Bce monbiTKu y6enuTsh cebsi mepzKaTh JINIO, IPOBAJIMIIUCE, CTOMIIO [[9HHY ITOSBUTHCS Ha
KpPBUIBIIE. 3a €T0 CIMHOM Mas4yuiu pa3omeTras B OapxaT KoposeBa-MaTh ¥ 3aMeTHO
MIPUCMUPEBIIAs IIOCIIe IOPKH 3Tapa.

OQmHOBPEMEHHO, IPUCITYKHUKYM PACIIaxXHYJIX ABEPU KapeThl, CIIyCTUIIU IPUCTABHYIO JIECEHKY,
Ha KOTOPO#M TYT 2Ke MOsIBUJIach 00yTasi B BEJIMKOJIEITHYIO, PACIIMTYIO 30JI0TOM U cepebpoM
Tydro, JKeHCKas HOXKa. Kuupuc crajgo HeJIOBKO 3a CBOU, IyCTh ¥ JIaAHO CKPOEHHEIM, HO KyOa
MeHee U3SILIHBIN puar, ¥ BEICOKHE canoru 0e3 HameKa Ha Kabnyk. OHa, 6yOb Bce HelagHo,
cobupayiachk Ha MPOTYJIKY BEPXOM, a He IOKOPSITh X03sinHa caMoi HaTpe3cKoi uMIepuu.

«Tbl 3ab6bl8aewWbCA, YMO Kpacusbvle 00edicKU U 801bHOCMU He oceobodicoatom mebs om
cmamyca uzspywKu mpex u36a/s108aHHbIX MyH#CHUH, — OXOTHO HamoMHua KpoBoxkanHasi. Ei
OOCTaBJISLIO UCTUHHOE YOOBOJIbCTBYE IIPU CIy4ae u 6e3 HanmoMuHaTh Kuupuc o ee
VHUYUKUTEILHOM IIoJIoXeHuu. — [Jasce ecau 66l mebsa pazodenu 8 wenka u 6apxam, mel 8ce
pasHo He 6ydewb cmoums U Ho2ms 3motli 0e8UOHKU, NOMOMY YUMo Mbl — 8CE20 AUWb 00po2das
U sK30muyeckas Ha/aoxicHuud. Bewuua, komopyo uspedka kaadym 8 nocmesb, Umobul
nopasesevysvcs».

Kuupuc oxoTHO cornacuinacsk. [laxke HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO B IIOCTEJIb €€ TaK HUKTO U He
ynoxui. [Iyx collepHuYecTBa U YeCTOJIIOONBOE XKejlaHue ObITh BCETTIa ITIEPBEIMU — KOJIb CKOPO
[I51H TOTePsJI K HeW HHTepeC — yOepXKUBaIU HaCJIeOHUKOB OT PEIIUTEIbHEIX OEeUCTBUN.

Kuuprc mokopHO CKJIOHHUJIA TOJIOBY, Korfa [[9iH mopaBHsICcS ¢ HuMu. I[Ipo6opmoTara
HEBHSITHBIE ITOXKEIaHus JOOPOro OHS, YBePEHHAs, YTO OH He CTaHeT 3adepPKUBATLCA U
TIOCTIEIIUT IIPOSIBIIATh panyume. Ho y muMnepaTopa Ha 3TOT cYeT ObLIM CBOU COOOpazkKeHUs.

— MHe HyXHBI TBOU BopoHsl, — 6e3 mpenogun, o0paTuics oH K Gpary.

— Bor kak? — Cygns no nuily PyHHa, oH 3Has, o 4yeM uget pedb. — [lail mogyMark...
HagepHoe... oTopaBnio-Ka g Te6s Ky[a HOAaibllie C TBOUM 3TUM «HAI0».

— He Hapoemno epuuydaTth? — [[3¥H IPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI OTKPOBEHHYIO HacMeIlKy. PaBHO Kak
IPOJOIXKaJl UTHOPUPOBATDh U HeBecTy. — [IpeaynpexkpeHue mepBoe: elle ogHa momooHast
mryTka — U g Te0s COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 00€3ITIaBIIio.

Kuupuc, monb3ysich T€M, YTO MyKUYHUHEI CIEIIUINCh ¥ He 00palllaloT Ha Hee BHUMAaHMUSI,
VKPanaKOU IOCMOTpeIa Ha TOCThI0, TeM 60Jjiee, UTO Ta, YCTAB XKOATh, CaMa I0IIa HaBCTPeuy
KEHUXY.

IleByllIKa 0Ka3ajaCh BBICOKOM, oA cTaTh [3iiHy. CBETI0-3€JIeHOE IJIaThe MOTHOT0 IIOKPOS C
OTOJIEHHBIMH IJIeYaM¥i ¥ MHOXKECTBOM IIBIIITHBIX TOHKHUX 000K ITPUKOBLIBAJIO B3TJISAM K €TI0
xo3stke. OHa He ObINIa TakK, YTOOH y2K 6€3yMHO KpaCcuBa, CKOpee MpuBjIeKaTeIbHa O0BIYHOMH



KEHCKOHM KpacoTOH, KOTOpasi C BO3PacTOM MOXKeT JTu60o paciBeTH, mubo yBsiHyTh. Ho BOT ee
B3risan Kuupuc cpasy He moHpaBuics. [Ipexe BCero moTomMy, YTo He3HaKOMKa CMOTpesia
IPsSIMO Ha Hee, U [iejlajia 3TO OLIeHWBAIoIe, C MpeHeOpekeHneM HacTOos e apucToKpaTku. U
rOCThe COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO He HPaBUIIOCh, YTO UMEHHO 3Ta poraTtas 6eCcTusi HAXOOUTCS B
SMUIIEHTPE COOBITHI, KOTOPHIE ITOMEIIaIt XKeHUXy BCTPETUTh €€ CO BCEMHU IT0YECTSIMH.

— BOpOHbI 3aHATEI UCIIOJTHEHHEM OPYTUX MOUX IIPUKA30B, — 0oJiee CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII PYHH,
OOHOBPEMEHHO HEeIBYCMBICJIIEHHO IMOATAaJIKUBas KI/II/IpI/IC K JIOIIagu.

— 9710 uymb cobaubsi, — He moBepu [3iiH. — MHe KaXKeTcs, OmHaXKAkbl Y Hac yKe OB
pasroBOp Ha 3Ty TEMY, ¥ MBI IIPUIIIN K HEKOTOPOMY COTJIallleHu 0. S CIUIIKOM 3aHAT, YTOOH!
TIOBTOPSTH ABAXKIK OOHO U TO Xke. Ho ecnu Tebe xo4ueTcst, 9TOOH! 51 CHOBa CKa3al BCe Te CII0Ba
B €e IIPUCYTCTBUM...

II27H HegBYCMBICIIEHHO KMBHYI Ha Kuupuc, mpu 9TOM, He ITOJapuB el Jake MMOIB3TIIsAaa.

— OTOT pa3roBOp HEe MOXKET MMOO0XKIOaTh? — OTKyHa-To cOOKy 3arrunesia Kopomnepa-MaTh. —
Pamu 6oros, [I9¥iH, BCIOMHHU, Pagyu 4ero MEI 30€Ch.

HMiepaTop Hallled rOCThIO B3T/ISAOM, BEIMOXHYIT — U KOe-KaK M300pa3ui yiIsI0Ky. BT U OH
pam yBUIETh, YTO ero BO3MOXKHAS U30paHHUIla HefypHa co00# ¥ MoCTaTOYHO u3sAmiHa? Kuupuc
MOMBITaNach He myMaTs 06 aToM. OHa MedTaJia JIMIIL O TOM, KaK OBl IOCKOPEee BHIEXAaTh 3a
BOPOTA, a gasbiie Oy, 4To OymeT. BOoT TOJIBKO BCSI MPOLIECCUST YKe CIelInia HaBCTPeuy
rocThbe, ¥ OHU C PYHHOM OKa3a/IMCh B YHCIIe TeX, KOMY I10JIarajioCh OHApUTh HEBYIIKY CIIOBAMHU
papyurusi. U menaTh 9TO CI€I0Baj0 COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO HE CHUOS BEPXOM.

K cuacTrio, PyHH 6€3 CJIOB IOHSJI €€ HEBbICKA3aHHbBIE MOTAgKH, M MSTKO OTTeCHUJI Kunupuc
cebe 3a CIIMHY, a OHA C 6JIarolapHOCTHIO OMYCTUIIA B3TJIS Ha KOHYHUKHU COOCTBEHHBIX
MIPUITBIIEHHBIX canor. Y 4ToGH He CHHIIaTh, HE BUAETh U HE IIOHUMAaTh IIPUHSIIACh IOBTOPSITh
B yMe KaKyI0-TO OYPalKYyI0 CYUTAJIKY.

DTO IIOMOTJIO, IOTOMY YTO faibHEHIe COOBITHS IPOTEKINM CKBO3b HEe HUIIh IPU3PAYHBIMHU
OTTOJIOCKaMH. BEINTH CJI0Ba MOXKeJIaHWs 300POBbS U BCSIYECKUX Oar, oOelaHus IoKa3aTh
TOCThe BCE KpacoThl Benukoro ropoma Mepofa, Ha yOuUBJIIeHHe CllafiKkoe mmebeTaHue KOPOJIeBh
¥ TIapa CKYIBIX KOMIIJIUMEHTOB [[3tiHa. CoBepIIeHHO TOYHO KUMpUC 3aIIOMHUIIA JIUIIE [BE
BeIln: TOCThI0 3Banmu OOpU 1 OHA, IO ee COOCTBEHHBIM 3asiBJIEHUSIM, COOMpPaIach 3agepxKaTbCs
B 3aMKe TyMaHOB «TaK [ONT0, KaK 3TO OyHeT BO3MOXKHO».

Korma rocThio, HaKOHEII, COIIPOBOAUIIM B 3aMOK, a OHHM C PYHHOM He CroBapMBasiCh, YCEIUCH
BEpPXOM, X CHOBA OCTAHOBMUII I'0JIOC [IoiHa.

— Kyna TeI co6upaerbest exaTb? — CIIPOCHIT ¥ GpaTa UMIIepaTop.

— Pa3Be TH He JOMKEH OKy4YHUBATh CBOIO OYAYIIYIO JKEHYIIKY? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETHUII
Pyun. — ITocne Toro, Kak oHa Ha Te0s ISIJIMIIaCh, pPy4asich, KOOBUIKA BCSI MOKpasi U TOTOBa
cIlapmBaThCs XOTh ceriuac. OHa He yPOOUHA, U 9TOT COI03 HacT Tebe TaKOU JKeJaHHHIH KyCOK
3eMnu. [leMOHEI BCe 3allepH, [a s BooOllle He IIOHUMAI0, II0YeMy ThI IO CHX IIOP 3[IeCh, BMECTO
TOTO, YTOOEI 3aTAIUTh EBKY B KOMKY 1 HaCTpPOraTh ITapOYKy-IpPYTyi0 HaCleqHUKOB.

— Kuupuc, — Ha 3T0T pa3 [I3lH oKa3ajcs Tak 6IM3K0, YTO HEBOJIBHO KacaJiCs IIJIEY0M ee
KojeHa. — Kynma 3ToT HeHOpManbHEIY TeOs Be3eT?

«To eCTb CIIyCTsI MONTOPHI HEAenu Thl BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI 0 MOEM CYIIIeCTBOBaHUH, U Tebe CcTasio
He BCEe PABHO?» — XOTEJIOCh OTBETUTH el, Ho Kuupuc orpaHnYuIIack KOPOTKUM U 6ojee
YMECTHBIM:

— Ha nporynky, HeCKOJIbKO MHe U3BECTHO.

— Y mns aToro maeT Meu? — [I9iH BLIABHUHYII YaCTh KIIMHKA U3 HOXKEH — U 3agBUHYI €Tr0
o6paTHo.

— DTo moJapoK, — BCTPSNI B uX pa3roBop Hacneguuk TeHu. — Kypna mydine, 4eM TBOS
Oecroyie3Has IICHHA.

TIcuHy, KCTaTH TOBOPS, yYKe B3sijla Ha PYKH BepHas pabbiHs KopTa, XOTb MIEHOK W30 BCEX CHUIT
OpPBIKAJICS ¥ HOPOBUJI BEPHYTHCS K XO3UKE.



— 4 He mpunoMuMHAaI0, YTOOHI pa3perrnan MeHpUTHHE TOKUAATh 3aMOK, — Isaas Kuupuc B
rJIa3a, BO3pas3uj UMIIEPaTop.

Kuupuc Ob1710 He 10 Oyllle, YTO O Hel TOBOPST Tak, OyATO oHa 6e3MOoJiBHasi 6E€CTOIKOBas BeIllb,
HO MEWpPHTHHA CTOMKO BHIEPKaja U 3TOT yaap. Pac’'Maa’pa HUKOTAA He [OJIKHa 3a0bIBaTh,
TIle ee MeCTO, U YeM Kpende OHa BIOJIOUI B I'OJIOBY 3Ty aKCUOMY, TEM IIpOllle B UTOTre OymeT ee
CyllleCTBOBaHUE.

— ¢ He IPUIIOMHIO, YTOOBI TH BOOOIIE MTPOSIB/ISIII HHTEPEC K ee XKU3HU B MTOCJIEHEE BPEMS, —
napupoBai PyHH.

— B otnuume ot Tebs, st He Oe3genbHMYAl0. Kak maneko Th coOMpaenrscst exaTh, PyHH?

— Ha oxoty B CKapcKuii 1ec, — BCe-TaKu Nop4yuHUICSI PyHH. — Pac’'Maa’pe HyKHO
pa3BesiThCA.

Ha oxoty? Kuupuc crioTaysia, BCIOMHUHas TyIly JapKepa, KOTOPYIO BUAesa Ha nomagu Pyraa
B [IeHb UX IIEPBOM BCTPeun. TeHePOXKOeHHbIH ObIJT M3 TeX, KOMY JaXKe BEICOKOE TOJIOKEeHUe U
IIepCcHeKTUBa CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM He OBLTM ITOMEX0U B PUCKOBHIX UT'Pax Co cMepThio. OH
oIlpenesieHHO He cOOUpasicsa OXOTUTHCSA Ha KPOJIMKOB M JIUC, BOT TOJILKO IIEPCHEKTHUBA IPUHATH
y4acTy B TpaBJie 4ero-TO IIOKPYIIHee, BhI3bIBajia B KUUpUC JIUINE y>XKac U IaHUuKy. Yero Henb3s
Ob1710 cKa3aTh 0 KpoBozkangHoi. Ta 4yTh 1 He BU32Kaja OT BOCTOpPra.

— Tsl cobpasncst yrpoOuUTh ee, IOTOMY YTO TakK ¥ HE CMOT IOJIyYUTh? — HaCMEIJIUBO
TIOMHTEepPecoBacs [I3iH, OMHOBPEMEHHO IIPOTSITUBAasI PYKY M 00XBaTHIBas IaJIbl[aMU JIOIBIKKY
Kuuprc. — Bo3amoxkHO, 310 TeOsI, @ HE MEUPUTHUHY, CJIEZOBAJIO ITOCANUTH HA IeTh?

OT ero IpUKOCHOBEHMUS, TYCTh ¥ CKBO3b camoryu, Kuupuc mpoimbia ocTpas ciagkas O0JThb.

— VBepsiio Tebs1, XKU3HU OEeBYOHKE HUYETO He yrpoxaeT. U s BEpHY ee [I0 MOJIyHOYH, — CKBO3b
3yOBI Ipollequ PyHH U OpUINTOPUII KOHSA. — BynyT Te6e BopoHHI.

Kuupuc pacTepssHHO IOCMOTpeIa eMy BCilel, ¥, HaKOHell, T03Boiujia cebe ciabocTh
3arJITHYTh B JIMIIO UMIIEPATOPY. BOTM MUIIOCTUBEIE, IO YEro JKe y HeTO HeBEPOsITHHIE IJla3a:
TeMHbIe, 0e300HHBIE. Y 3TH T'yOHI.

«Tbl, Ymo au, cocKky4uaacs 3a Hum? — GuipkHyna KpoBoxkapHas. — COCKyuu/1acy 3a
MYHCUKOM, KOMOPbLl 08axicObl NPOUHOPUPOBAA BO3MONCHOCMb 3AHAMbLCA ¢ Moboll cekcom?»

— Ecnu umnepartopy Oonbllle He4yero cka3aTh MHE...

MetipuTrHa BEIOOXHYJA, KOI'Ha JIagoHb [I91iHa CKOJIb3HYyIa Belnle. OHa BCcerga BOCXHUIanach
BUJIOM €T0 PYK: XKUJINCTHIX, C JIMHHBIMU XEeCTKUMHU ITajabllaMu. Y TOMHMIIA, YTO JTafOHU ¥
HEero MO30/IHCTHIE, IlepinaBeie. COBCEM HE KaK Y BEIIbMOXK.

Kunprc ocTOpoKHO CriioTHYyJIa, KOTHa HMIIepaTop IIePeXBaTHUII IIOBO] JIEBOM PYKOMH, a IIPaByo
TIEPEJIOKUJI ellfe BHIIIE, Ha KOJIEHO.

— Xouertb, YTOORI 51 CKa3al KaKyo0-TO TIyIyi0 POMaHTUYECKYIO uyIih, Kuupuc? — Ou
MIPUOBUHYJICS GNIMKe, 3aTOpaXKuBasi CIIMHON CBOU 0E€CCTHIXKUE MOoTIaXKuBaHusi. — UTO-TO
HeCycBeTHO GpenoBoe U cralaBoe? — Ero magoHb momHsIIach BBEPX IO HOT'e, BIaCTHO, 0e3
COMHeHUus 00xBaTuia 6emgpo.

Kakast pa3Hulia, YTO XO4YeT OHA, €CJIM UMIIePaTop BOJIEH AenaTh, YTO eMy B3ayMaeTcsa? Kuupuc
3aKMypHJIach, KOTOa OH IIePeMeCTHII JIaJIOHb eIle BBIIIe ¥ HeOXKUIAaHHO MSTKO IIOTJIamuil CTub
OGempa, OCTOPOZKHO KacasiCh OOJIBIIIUM ITaJIblIIEM MECTa MEeXKIYy HOTaMH.

— KakuM 13 cBOUX IPU3PAKOB THI OfJepKUMa B JaHHLIM MOMEHT, MEUPUTHUHA?

OHa x0TeJia BRIKPUKHYTH IIPSIMO €My B JIMIIO, YTO cefiyac — eCThb JIM OHa, HO BMECTO CJIOB
[IOJIy4YMIach HEBHATHAS Yepena B3O0X0B, KOTOPHE CMYTHUIN JaxKe ee caMy.

— Tl cTajla Hepa3roBOPYUBOM, — IMOXKYPHUJI OH, HaflaBlIKBas IOAYIIeYKOH ajblla Ha caMoe
YyBCTBUTEJIPHOE MECTO MEXAY ee HoraMu. — Pa3MBIIUISEITs Ha TEM, KaK lepepe3aTh MHE
TJIOTKY?



Kuupuc cobupanack 0TO3BaAThCS KaKOW-HMOYyAb YMECTHOM KOJIKOCTBIO, HO M3 ropJjia CHOBa
pas3mascs Nulllb TIepeMeIaHHbIN C BCXJIUITBIBAHUEM CTOH. [[9WH XUIIHO YIIBIOHYIICS,
ITPOAOJIZKasi CBOU IOTJIaXKWBaHUA. XBajia 60raM, OHa B IITaHaX. TsI2KeJi0 MPeACTaBUTh, YTO OBI
CIIy4HJIOCh, IPUKOCHUCH OH TOYHO TakK JKe K 00HaxXeHHOU Koxe. TsXKeNo — U XKeJaHHO. B
CcaMOM HU3Y KUBOTa TaK CUJIBHO U CJIagKO 3aHBUIO, YTO OHa OblIa egBa ciocoOHA CUIOETH
BEPXOM.

— TrI 3apymMssHUIach, Kunpuc.
CrepBell, OH ellle U u3geBaeTcs!

B cnepytomyto cekyuny [aiiH yopan pyKy U CHOBa MOYTH 0e3pa3IudHO HOTJIaguil ee 10
KoneHy. YToOH He 3aBBHITh OT pa3odyapoBaHus, Kumpuc 3akycuna ryoy.

— BynmeMm cuuTaTh 9TO MOUM M3BUHEHMEM 3a TO, YTO ThI CTOUIIIb ITYHKTOM ITOCJIEOHUM B CIIMCKE
MOUX €3KeIHEBHBIX 3a00T, — MOSICHUJI UMIIepaTop. — [locTapaiics He JIe3Th Ha POIKOH,
MerpuTrHa. MHe OB He XO0TeJIOCh, YTOOH Pacnep cHOBa Hauasl BHITh 110 HOYaM. Cyms 1o
BCEMY, ThI HEHCTBUTEILHO X0POIIO 00yYeHHasi, pa3 yMyapselIbCcsi U3MaThIBaTh €70 KOTOPYIO
HOYb TOAPS[.

Yro?!

Hpemne YeM OHa 3afalia BOIIPOC BCIIYX, aiiH Pa3BEpPHYJICA HaA IISATKaX — U OCTaBHUII €e OOHY.



I''maBa nBeHagmarTasi

B momHOM THIIMHE, HY 00OMEHSBIIINCEH U CJIOBOM, OHU BBIEXaJIM 3a IIpenestl 3aMKa. [locie
IOKUHYIIX Mepozn TeM Ke IyTeM, KOTOPeIM Kumpurc Brexasa B OoIioT HaTpe3ckoul uMnepun
HEeCKOJIBKO He[leJIb Ha3a[d — U OKYHYJIMNCh B CYMpPAYHEBI€ IIPOCTOPHI OIIYCTOIIIEHHBIX 3€MeJlb.

JIuIIb TOXKKUB CTOJIBKO MHEH 1o 61arofaTHOM 3aIlluTol AcieKkTa, KUUpHC B IIOJTHOH Mepe
CMOTJIa OUIyTUTD yKaC PacIion3alolleics BO BCe CTOPOHLI BOMHBEI. beCKOHeUHbIe BhIXKKEHHBIE
OTHEM U TeyprHuel 3eMJIM, pa3opBaHHbIE B KJIOYbs PaBHUHHL. T0, YTO HEKOTHA OBIJIO 3€JIEHBIM U
TIJIONOPOLHBIM, IIPEBPATUIIOCh B MOTUJILHUK, CJIOBHO CHETrOM, VKPBITHIM TOJICTHIM CJIOEM IIeIa,
KOTOPEHINM He IepecTaBas ChImlaa ¢ Heba.

BpeMms oT BpeMeHu UM IIoNafalnch pa3opeHHble IepPeBHHU, B KOTOPLIX Temephb X03sTHHUYaln
BOPOHBE M cMepTh. OMHAaX AL, IPUMEPHO Yepe3 Yac MyTH, BCAJHUKAM BCTPETHIIaCh
HeboJbIlIasa rpynna 0eKeHIeB: OHU BE3JIM CBOM HEXUTPHIM CKapO Ha KPOXOTHOU TEJIere,
KOTOPYIO KOCTJIsIBas KJIsi4ya — ee U JIOIIaAbI0-TO Ha3BaTh OLIJIO CTPAIITHO — BOJIOYHIIA, €Ba
mepecTaBsisi Horu. YyMasble AeTUIIKY 00JIETTHITN CBOIO 3aTPABJIEHHYIO TOPECTSIMU MaTh, U
TIOTJISIOBEIBAIT HA BCAMHUKOB C HEIIPUKPHITEHIM y2KAcOM M HeHaBUCTHI0, OQHOBPeMeHHO. Kuupuc
BCe K[aJjla, 4YTO PyHH IIOJEeIUThCS C HUMH XOTsI OBl YaCThIO IPOBU3UHU, HO HaclegHUK TeHu
TIPOCTO IIPOUTHOPUPOBANI uX. [Ipoexan MUMO, «OHJAPUB» pa3Be UYTO HemOOPEIM B3TISIIOM.

KI/II/IpI/IC, BOIIPEKHU I'POMOTJIACHOMY I'OJIOCY pPaCCy[dKa, IIpuepzKajla Jionagb 1, CIIPDEITHYB Ha
3€eMJII0, ITOMaXaJia 0603HI>IM, 3HaKaMH IIOKa3bIBad, 4YTO HE IPUYMHUT UM BpeOa. MansiHsa
IIOIIPATaIaChk 3a MaTh, a4 Ta, ITOCJI€ HEeOOJITUX pa3JIYMI/Iﬁ, BCe-TaKM OCTAaHOBHJIA IIOBO3KY.

— YTto TH cobupaelscs genath 6e3 MOero paspelleHus, pac’Maa’pa? — HeJOBOJIBHO
ocBemomuics PyHH.

— Cobupaioch MPOSIBUTEL COCTPAfaHUe K TeM, KTO B HEM HYXKIOaeTCs, — CKa3ajla OHa, He
CJIMIIKOM 3a00TsICh O TOM, YTO TOH OBIJI COBCEM HEIOmoOaIOLIUM.

— OTu moau — 6exeHNb u3 JlaaTpuca, — nmosicHun PyHH. — Apmus [[3iiHa pa3pylnia ero
TPU OHS Ha3al, IIOTOMY UTO JXKUTeJIsIM He XBaTHUJIO yMa CaMOCTOSTEJIbHO IpUpe3aTh
HECrO0BOPYMUBOTr0 OYPrOMHUCTPA M IMOJAPUTH €r'0 I'OJIOBY BMECTE C FOCTEIIPUUMHO PACHaXHyThHIMU
BpaTaMm.

JlaaTpuc. 9To Ha3BaHMe ObUIO 00 60K 3HAKOMO, HO KuMpuc Tak U He CMOTjla BCIIOMHUTh, YeM.
XKeHIyHa ¥ IeTH TPOIOJIXKAJIM TOCMAaTPUBATh Ha Hee C OMMAaCKOMU, IIPU 9TOM BCe CKOIIOM
IepxKanuck cMUPHO. B kKaxkpgoMm B3rnsage Kuvpuc 6e3 Tpynma nmpodia FOTOBHOCTH Bce 0e3
pa3myMuil yrnacTh B HOTH M BRIMaJIMBATh ITPABO Ha XKU3Hb. Hy, uiu XoTs OB KyCOK xyeba.

— JTromy He BUHOBATHI B TOM, YTO OECTOJIKOBBLIE IIPABUTENIN HE B COCTOSTHUHU I103a00TUTHCS 00
ux Ojyare, PyHH.

— YV IIsiiHa Ha ceil cueT gpyroe MHeHUe. Y 9TO enBa 1 HU eQUHCTBEHHEIN pa3, Koraa g
COoTJIaCeH C UMIIepPaTOPCKOM 3aguutei. Eciu Kaxmoro mpoiaTh 6e3 moKa3aTeJIbHOM HOPKU —
KTO ke OyzmeT 60ATbCSA?

— CTpax — my4mui crioco6 BHI3BAaTh YBaXKEeHUE? — C TOPEYBI0 CITPOCHUJIa OHA, OTCTETHUBAS OT
JIVKY cefJjia HeOOJIBbIIYIO TTOKJIaXKy C IPOBU3UEN.

— Ctpax — nmyumuii criocod mepskaTth MMmepuio B cTalbHOM KyJiake. [Toka mogu 60s1TCst —
OHHU IOCIIYIIHEI, TOKOPHEI ¥ 0€3POII0THO BHIIOIHSIOT 00513aTENNbCTBA: BO3EJIBIBAIOT 3€MIITIO,
pacTSAT CKOT, CO3[AlOT TOBAPHI U IIJIATAT HaIor B Ka3Hy. Huuero sTo He 6ymeT, KOIb CKOPO 3a
TakK Ha3bIBaeMHl «yBaxkeHneM» He OymeT CTOATh POBHLEIM CUeTOM HHUYero. MHe Ka3ajloch, TH
IOCTAaTOYHO pa3yMHa, YTOOB MOHUMAaTh OUEBUIHEIE BEIIIH.

Kuupuc mMomda BrIC/IyIIaja €ro, a IoOTOM IIOMaHMJjia TOI0 M3 MaJb4HUIlleK, KOTOPBIX BHITJISIOEN
cambIM ctapmmM. OH TIOOTEP HOC, PaCcTUPasi BMECTE C COIJIIMU CaXKy U Oyphle IOTEKH, C
OIIaCKOM, HO BCe K€ IOMOIle K Hel Ha paCCTOSTHUE BEITIHYTOU pyKHU. Kuupuc npoTsaHyia
MaJIbYUIIKEe CBEPTOK.

— Bo3smuTe, 3Meck HEMHOTO, HO BaM XBaTHT, YTOOBI IIepeKyCUuTh u JIO6paTbCH oo Mepo,ua.

Manpyumka HEeIOBEPUYHNBO PA3BEPHYJI COOEPXKUMOE «Oapa», HO KOrga ero HO3[Apu BTAHYJIN



3amax CBeXKel BEeTUMHH M 6JIaTOPOIHOTO CHIPa, OH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 CYy[IOPOIKHO CTJIOTHYI U CTaJl
HEeJIOBKO KJIaHSThLCS, O0pMoYa KaKue-To 6arogqapHoCTH. KUUpKUC 0CTaHOBHIIA €70 KOPOTKUM
B3MaxoM PyKu. Bo3aMokHO, ecinu OB OHa He Obljla TAaKOM pa3Ma3Hel U XOTh HeHaHgoJIro
mpuciyianack K [I0ToOKy, KOTOPHIM B ITOoceqHee BpeMs: 6e300pa3Ho UTHOPUPOBAJIA, 9TH OETH
He y3HaJi OB, YTO TaKoe Bo¥MHa U HyxkKfaa. CKOJIBKO ellle IOOO0HEX HallOMUHAHUH HYXKHO
YBUIETH, YTOOBI BCIIOMHUTH O JaHHOM ofberannu? YToOk, HaKOHEI, UCIIOJTHUTD
nmpefgHa3HadvYeHue?

«ITocsie moeo, Kak HaM 8cem CmaJjo u3eecmHo, Umo om o0H020 8uda 3moeao camua y mebs
MOKpeem Medcdy Ho2? — C U3OEeBKOU MypibeikHYyIa Cobma3HuTenbHua. — Tol npasda
dymaeuwb, umo 2aynoe obewaHue mepmeey,am moao cmoum?»

«41 mymaro, 4TO TOTO CTOUT MOSI COBECTD ... [I0MKHO OBITE», — caMoi cebe oTBeTuina Kuupuc, u
104 HeJOBOJIBHEIM B3Tr/IafoM PyHHa BepHYyJach B CEeLJiO.

— Mmue KaTeropu4eCKHu He I10 OyIlle TaKue BBIXOOKH, pac'Maa'pa, — BBICKa3aJl OH CBO€
HEOOBOJILCTBO CITYCTA KaKOe-TO BpeéMs, KOrga Ha 'OPHU30HTE y2Ke IMOsIBUJIaCh YePHas IIallKa
neca. — EcTp HEKOTOPEIE€ PaMKH, 3a KOTOPEIE€ THI HE OOJI2)KHa BBEIXOOWUTH, HaKe HeB3HpPas Ha
HaIle K Tebe IIOIIYCTUTEJIbCKOE OTHOIIIEHUueEe.

OTo mPo3ByUaso, Kak eciii Obl OH IOTJIaQUII IIIeHKa, IIPeX;e 4eM CO BCeT0 pa3Maxy TKHYTh eTo
MOpPOOY B IepbMoO. Kumpuc u He paccuuTHBaJIa Ha IOHUMAaHNeE, YK TOYHO HE OT TOTO, KTO
COOCTBEHHODPYYHO IPUHUMAJI YYacTUe B CaMbIX KPOBABHIX, ITYCTh M OIIPaBIaHHBIX BOMHON
pacmpasax.

— Ecnu Tebe yrogHO HaKa3aTh KOTO-TO — sI TOTOBa, — 0e3pa3nuyHO NpeqJioXkKuia OHa. — i, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3HaJla, Ha YTO IIJIa, COTJIallasiCh Ha 3Ty HPOTYIKY.

— Pagu KoctnsBoit, Kuupuc! — PyHH mo3Bonun cebe 1esyio ooy u3 pyraiu. — HUKTO U3 Hac
He IPUYUHUTH TeOe Bpef, MHe Ka3aJIoCh, 9TO OUEBHUIHO JaXKe TaKOU He CIIHUIIKOM-TO
ITPOHUIIATEJIFHOM OeCTuH, KakK THL. f Wb BEICKA3aJl MOXKEIaHWe BIIPEOb He [ejlaTh HU9Iero
nomoOHOTr 0, IO KpalHel Mepe, B MOEM MMPUCYTCTBUU. X0TsI, OyOb yBepeHa, ot [I9tiHa 3a
omo0HYyI0 DOOPOTY ThH IOTy4UIia Obl Kyza 00jiee YBECUCTYIO MOPAJIBHYIO OILJIEYXY.

— MHe Bce paBHO, — OTBeTHUJIa OHa, KaK HUKOTZa OCTPO OCO3HABas, YTO JaXKe YIIOMHUHAHUE
ero UMeHu OyIOpPaXXUT B HEel CTPAaHHYI0 CMeCh 00, OOUOE, Pa304YapOBaHUSA — U TPEBOTH. —
B03MOKHO, TH MOBEJAEIb, MHE, 0 KAKMX BOPOHAX IIjIa PeYb?

— O MouX ITWYHBIX, — YKIOHYNBO oTBeTu1 HacnegHuk teHu. — O TeX, KOTOPHIE IOMOTal0T
WMIIEPATOPY XOTh M3PEeaKa, HO MPOSIBISThH YEJIOBEYHOCTH [0 OTHOWIEHUIO K TEM, KTO HE B
COCTOSIHUM CHeJIaTh IPaBUJIbHEIN BLIOOD.

Kuupuc Moria nuirk IpennosaraTh, OMUPasch Ha CIyXU U COOCTBEHHBIE 3HAHUS, UTO PEYb,
CKOpee BCEeTo, UAeT 0 BOMHaxX u3 TeHu. OHU MPOCKaJIb3kIBAIM B OCaKOeHHbIe TOPOoaa IO
TIOKPOBOM HOYH M YCTPaAWBaJIA TaK, YTOOHI C PACCBETOM B Topoae OBIJI0 POBHO CTOJIBKO TPYIIOB,
CKOJIBKO TPe60BajIoCh it 6€30r0BOPOYHON KANUTYJIAIINY Ha BCEX YCIOBUSIX OCAKOA0IIEH
apmuu. B Hapoge 06 3TUX HEBUOAUMKAX I'OBOPY HEIIPEMEHHO B IYPHOM CBETe, TPOKIUHAU U
XKeJlanyd UM U UX JEeTSIM KOPYUTHCS B MyKaX M THUTDb 3akuB0. CaM PyHH, moX0XKe, cuuTan cebs
¥ CBouX BOPOHOB efiBa M1 HE CIACUTEJITIMU.

— Y KaKy0 HEIIPHUCTYIIHYIO KPenocTh [I3fiH cobupaeTcss 6paTh Ha 9TOT pa3? — OBII ee
CJIeYIOUINi BOIPOC.

B mupoxko#t yneioke HacnemHrKa TeHU ObIIO MHOI'O IIOXBAJIEL U elle 0oJIblie —
IpemocTepexReHus OObIe He 3alaBaTh MPOBOKAIIMOHHLIX BOIPOCOB. PeIuB, 4TO Ha CEromHs
U TaK JOCTATOYHO HCIIBITHIBAJIa TEPIIEHHE BCEX BOKPYT, KHHpHC BCe-TaKM OTCTYIIHJIQ, BbI6paB
Iy Gecensl 6oree HEUTPAJIBHYIO TEMY.

— T103BOJIEHO JT MHE XOTS OBI Y3HaATh, Ha KOTI'0O THI XKe€Jlaelllb TIOOXOTUTBLCS?

HacTtpoenue Hacrneguuka TeHU BHOBB CTayio 6eciabanrHbiM, 1 K HEMY BEPHYJIaCch IPUBBIYHAST
OOJITIINBOCTD.

— Ha mromeii, pac’maa’pa, — oTBeTHUN PyHH TOHOM BOCTOPXKEHHOTO peOeHKa, U ero
HEBEPOSATHO-CBETJIbIE I'JIa3a MOJIBIXHYIU XKaXXI0U KPOBU.



Borwu, mycTh 9T0 OyIeT JIUIIG ellle OJHa Aypallkas IIyTKa...

— Ha mromeit? — wyBCTBYS ce0s1 mypoi, KOTOpasi He B COCTOSSHUY MOHSTH C IIEPBOTO pa3a, Ha
BCSKMU CIlydall Imepeclpocusia OHa.

— ¥V Tebs celiyac Takoe JIMLIO, IITalllka, OyATO S moobellasn OTEIMETh TeOs B 3amHUILy 6e3
IIpeBapUTEJIFHOM JTaCKM, — XMBIKHY/ OH. — E#-60Ty, MHE HOYTH XkKaJik, 4TO s He 061amaro
HUKAKHM TPEKIISITHIM TeypPruYeCKUM MaCTePCTBOM, YTOOHI 3alledYaT/ieTb 3TOT MOMEHT!

C mocappl, 94TO ITO3BOJIMIIA YYBCTBAM B35ITh Bepx, Kunupuc Bce paBHO ITOBTOpPHUIIa BOIIPOC.

— Xopolmro, pa3 3TO HAIPSIMYI0 KacaeTcs HEIOCPEACTBEHHO Te6s1, — «CcxKamuics» PyHH. —
CkaxeM Tak, He TOJILKO y KOPOJIEBEI-MAaTepPH U UMIIepaTopa Be3[e eCTh CBOU I'jla3a u yiu. Y
He TOJIbKO OHUM UMeIOT IIpaBo Bce 000 BCeM 3HaTh. BoT g, HallpuMep, 3am1ajics 1eIbio U
MIPEONPUHSII KOe-KaKue Iaru, YToOwl ee gocTuyb. Hampumep, 4TOOH y3HATD, KyOa XKe
IIOZeBaJIiCsl TBOU Ta’spH. BEUI yBepeH, YTO IIOTaHIE! YCIIENH IIepefaTh ero KOpoJjieBe, HO 10
MOUM CBEIEHHUSM, IIPOHBIPH HE TOPOIUJIUCE SIBISITHCS K Hel C TOBUHHOIM. [Toaraio, XoTh B
4YBeH-TO TOJIOBE XBATHUJIO YMa COOOPA3UTh, YTO 3@ IMOTEPIO CTOJIb IEHHOTO COKPOBUIIA, —
HacnmegHUK TEHM HaCMEIIJIMBO TOCMOTPENT Ha CBOIO CIyTHUILy, — bepraTa He MOTIaAguT UX IO
rojoBaM. M pebsiTa He IPUAYMaIN HUYETO JIydIle, YeM IIOTUXOHBKY YOPaThbCs U3 TOpoHa Tak
maJjieko, Kak BO3MOXHO. Hy 1 monmyTHO cOBITh YKpameHHoe u3 Kepaka.

KI/II/IpI/IC Ha4vaJla yJIaBJIUBATh, K Y€MYy OH KJIOHHUT.

— BoT TOMBKO, eciiu BEPUTH CyMaclllefieMy HonyaypKy Pacmepy, Korfma OH UX BEICIEOUIT U
IIPEeBpPAaTHUII B IBa YYOECHBIX IOAapKa OJIsi CBOEH IMacCHU, HUKAKOT0 A00pa Py HUX yKe He
6nru10. Ho 3Hast ero mpuaypKoBaTOCTh, SI BCE PaBHO IIOPYUYMII IePellPOBepUTh. Y BHISICHUIIOCH,
4TO IeHb y PebsaT coBceM He 3amancs. [loToMy 4TO criepBa ux orpabun s, — PyHH
pacxoxoTaliCs Hall COOCTBEHHOM ITYTKOM, — @ IIOTOM — MOJIOIYUKYU M3 MECTHHIX. [To Moum
CBeeHUSIM, B 9TUX KPasX OPyAyeT HECKOJIBKO ITaekK.

— Taxk BOT 4YTO 3a OXOTY THI 3aTesiy, — npobopmoTtana Kuupuc. — 2Kemaellls OIy4YuTh MO
TadpH?

— XKeraro nonyunts T€651, pac’Maa’pa, — 6e3 TeHU yNIBIOKK IpHU3HaiCcs PyHH.
— IToToMy 4TO He XOYeIlb NelnuTh ¢ OPaTbAMU?

— ITo MHOKECTBY Pa3HBIX MPUYUH, — OTCTPAHEHHO CKa3ayi HaclnemHWK TEHUW — U BHOBB
npeBpaTuics B OecmrabalrHoro muryta. — M ma, ecrnu BOPYT TH He MOHSJIA: ST HE COOMPaOCh
BO3BpalaTh cebst oo monyHouu. S Boobine He coOupaioch Bo3BpalnaTbcsa B Mepoy B
Oonuxkanimue gHU. U mpexne, 4eM yIPeKHYTh MEHS BO BpaHbe, moayMai o6 yciayre, KOTOPYIO s
Tebe OKa3bIBalo.

— Ycnyre?

— Mel 6ymeT u3baBJieHb 0T HEOOXOOUMOCTU N300paxKaTh CYACTIIMBLIX BOCTOPKEHHEBIX
UAUOTOB, Ha IIpa3gHUKE IO CJIydalo mpuesna 6e100pEICOM KOPOBHI, ¥ HaM He MPUAETCS IUTh 3a
KpemnkKui OpavHbIN COI03, XKeJjlasd UMIePaTOPCKOM 3aHUIIe ITOCKopee 003aBECTUCH
HacJIegHUKaMU.

KapTuHa OygyIuero TopzKecTBa TakK KUBO pa3BepHYyIach B BooGpaxkeHun, 4To Kuupuc
MIPUIIIIIOCH 10 60K 3aXKMYPUTHCs. Pa3Be [[91iH He TOBOPHUJI MaTePH, UTO He COOMpaeTCs
XKEHUThCA? Y pa3Be 9Ta [eBYyIIKa — He Mpuexalia JIUIIbL Ha CMOTPUHEI?

— T&I Tak yBEepeH, YTO UMIIEPATOP BO3LMET €€ B XKEeHBI, — CTapasiCh HepKaTh I'0JI0OC POBHO,
npousHecia Kuupuc.

— ITotomy uTo [I9¥H cHoeslaeT BCe, JIUIIbL Obl YKPEIIUTh UMIIEPHUIO. B TOM Yncjie — pa3MeHsieT
CBOIO XOJIOCTSIIIKYIO JKM3Hb Ha COI03 C YeJIOBEKOM, BJIafeloIUM TPeThel 110 BeJIUunHe apMuei
B HeTpa3ze. YuuteiBasi, 4YTO HeBYOHKA HE YPOOUHA, Y HETO IIPOCTO HET MPHUYUHEI OTKA3aThCS OT
3TOTO Co03a.

B camomMm pgene, moyemy ObI ¥ HET?

«ITomomy umo moeada o0Ha pozamas 0eayoHKka byoem coscem He Yy Oel», — paccMesiyiach



KpoBoxanHas.

— Bnarogapio 3a 3TOT MOOapoK, PyHH, — KakK HUKOTOa MCKpPeHHe mobnaromapunina Kuupuc,
0CO3HAaBas, UTO IIOMIPOCTY He BhIHECIa OBl TO0OHOT0 3penulla.

B oTBeT Ha ee GnarogapHocTh PyHH, B y2Ke 3HakKoMoM Kuupuc maHnepe, npuinypurscs. [Tocne
TAKOTO OHA He XKfajla HU4Yero CTOSIIEro B OTBET, pa3Be UTO OUYEePEeIHYIO0 TOPIIUIO eT0
BE3[EeCyIIUX CaJbHBIX ITyTOYeK. B GONBIMMHCTBE Clly4yaeB OHU OBINIU IIE€JINKOM HEeyMECTHEI, HO
HeNb3s51 OBLIIO UTHOPUPOBATH U TOT (aKT, YTO UMEHHO Onarofaps 9TUM MOAITyYUBaHUSIM PyHH
CHOBa W CHOBAa BBIYKMBAJI €€ U3 IYPHOT'O HACTPOEHUS, B KOTOPOM OHa IpebriBaja BCe dallle.

— Ilosnarar, pac’Maa’pa, yKe CeromHsI Be4epoM y TeOs: 6yaeT BO3MOKHOCTb BHIPA3UThH BCIO
rnyouny 9ToM 6marogapHocTu. COo CBOEM CTOPOHEI, 00eIato gejlaTh BCe, YTOOH BHIBETPUTD U3
TBOEH TOJIOBHI MBICJIM O BCEX TEX yKacax, KOTOPhIE TBOPUT C TOOOM IO HOYAM YOKHYTHIN
HEKpPOMaHT.

BoT ykK KOT0o HUKaKUM OOKOM He 3ameBal TOT (GaKT, YTO IIEHHBIN TPOGheH MPUXOOUTCSA OeJIUTh
Ha Tpoux. Unu, Bo3aMoxxHo, HacnegHUK TEeHU U 30eCh UCIIOJIb30BaJl OOHY M3 CBOUX MACOK
Oe3pas3nuuus. MHaye, OJist 94ero eMy TakK yTPYXKOATHCS TOMCKaMu TaspHa?

— C y4eToM TOro0, KaKue IMPUKJIIOYEHUS Thl HaM IIPUTOTOBUII, 51 OBl IOTOAMIIA C TOHOOHBIMU
3asBIeHUIMU. — Kumpuc BepHyJia eMy XHUIIHYIO yIEIOKYy. — BO3M0OKHO, KOMY-TO 13 HacC He
CYyXKIeHO OXKUTh A0 Beuepa.

B oTBeT Ha 9TOT PyHH ITOpaBHSAJICS C HEM U, MPUXBATUB 3a CaMHIH KpaelleK Moa0opoaKa,
3aCTaBUJI MIOCMOTPETHL €MY B I'Jla3a. Kuupuc HeBOIbHO 0OTM3HYIa CTABIINE CYXUMU I'yOBI: BCE
JKe U3 BCEX TPOUX, UMEHHO Y 3TOI'0 MYXKYWHBI B3TJIS ObIIT TaKUM, OYATO MBICJIb O €€ YOUNCTBE
C KaX[JbIM JHeM Kpelljla BCe CUJibHee. BEIJIO B 9TOM YTO-TO... KYTKO€ U 3aBOpazKuBalollee
omHOBpeMeHHO. Kak OyaTo el mpeanaranu CheCTh 00KEeCTBEHHYIO CIaf0CTh C KOHYHMKA
CMEPTEJIbHO OCTPOT0 KINHKA.

— 4 He cobupalochk morubaTh, ITAIllKa, — COBEPIIEHHO CePbe3HO0, XOTh U C YIBIOKOM, COOOIIIHIT
TEHEePOXKAEeHHHN. — M He mam KoMy OBl TO HU OBIIIO IPUYUHUTE TeOE Bpey, HaxKe ecyiu pagu
TBOEM 6e30I1aCHOCTY IIPUMETCS BhIPE3aTh HE OJUH AECSITOK Jrofel. Kak Obl He HEIPUSTHO
OLIJIO 9TO IIPHU3HABATH, HO, IIOJIaralo, IMOOOOHOEe CIPABEIINBO U B OTHOIIEHUH MOUX
IPUOYPKOBATHIX OpaTheB. [Topa Obl Te6e CBEIKHYTHCS C MBIC/IBIO, YTO KaXKIOBIM M3 HaC I'OTOB Ha
MHOT0€, JINIIL OBl COXPaHUTDh TeOe XKu3Hb. [lake eCjiu 3TO He CYJIUT HaM HUYEro XOPOIIIero.
IbsBOJI, 1 C KaXKOBIM [JHEM Bce 0O0JIbIIle CKIIOHSIOCH K MBICJIH, YTO 3TO He THI, @ MBI — TBOH
urpymku. K cuyacTeio, B oTiu4ue oT [I3#Ha, T HUYEero He MMel0 IIPOTUB TOT0, YTOOBI M3pedKa
OTHaBaTh UHUIIMATUBY B JKEHCKHUE PYKH.

— OTO0 OBIIM OBI CIIpaBeOjiuBbI€ CJIOBa, €CIIN ORI XOTh KTO-TO M3 Bac IIOMHTEpPEeCOBAJICA, 4Yero xe
Ha CaMOM [feJjie Xo4y .

— Pa3Be MbI He cnpammBanu? — OH BBEITJISAAE] UCKPEHHE 03aJladyeHHBIM. A TTOTOM
TIPUIIEIKHYJ SI3EIKOM U ITIOTOPOIIMI PYKOM CBOMX BCAmHUKOB. — [IoroBopuM 06 3TOM IIOCIIE,
pac’maa’pa, eciiu y Hac OCTaHYTCS CUJIEI Ha Pa3TrOBOPHIL.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO I'ycTad IIalKa jieca BUOHENIach Hal TOPU30HTOM OOCTAaTOYHO OTUYETIIUBO,
Jopora 3aHsJIa ellle II0 MeHbIIIe Mepe HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB. K Tomy BpeMenu y Kuupuc c
HEIPUBHIYKY OHEMeJIa 3aJHUIla, a BHYTPEHHssI CTOPOHa Oefep ropesna Tak, CJIOBHO OHa exajia
BEpPXOM Ha pacKaJIeHHOM CKOBOPOe, a He Ha IOKJIagucTou momanu. OcTaBaioCh IUIIL CHOBA U
CHOBa MBICJIEHHO O1arogapuTh PyHHa 3a MPeqyCMOTPUTENbHOE pellleHre He BO3BpalllaThCs Ha
HOYb B 3aMOK. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO IOCJie TOM HO4YU C PaciepoM, HEKPOMAHT He CIIEIINII
OCYIIIECTBIISATh CBOIO YI'PO3Y «IIOMPOO0OBATh €€», BCAKUM pa3, CTOUJIO UM OKa3aThCs B IIOCTEJIH,
Kunpuc yyBcTBOBana ero noTpebHOCTDb yrioyOuTh 3HAKOMCTBO. UM 3HaJja, 4TO Kakas-TO 4acThb ee
OXOTHO TIOAYUHUIIACH OBl 3TOMY JKeJIaHuI0. TsIKeJio TPEeNCTaBUTh, YTO OBIIO OBI, TPOSTBU
Pacnep yvHUIIMATUBY CETOMOHSI, KOTOa OHA BPsM Jiu OymeT criocoOHa HOpMalIbHO XOOUTh. U ellle
6oJiee cTpalllHO, KaK IMOCTYIUT PyHH, KOTrja OHY, HaKOHEl], 0KaXyTCsI HaeOuHe.

«Y umnepamopa nosigsumcs nosod cHoea Hazeambv mebs «onbiMHOU» pac’maa’poti, — OXOTHO
nopckasana KpoBoxkanHas. — BeposamHo, 80CNUMAaHue He no3gosiem emy UCno/ib308amb
KyOa 60.1ee NOHsIMHOe C/1080 «NOMACKyXa».



ITocne momoOHBIX 3aMedYaHu¥, Kuupuc meuTasna auIrb 00 OOHOM: KakK Obl TIOCKOPEe OTHICKATh
TPEKJISATHIN OIMIeHHNK U KITI0Y, YTOOBI pa3 U HaBcerma n30aBUTHCS OT TeX CKOBAHHEIX, C
KOTOPBIMHU BBIHYK[IEHHO [IEJINTH COOCTBEHHOE TEJIO.

«To/bKO 8 moM cayuyae, 0opozas, ecAu Kmo-mo u3 HaWux camuoe 6ydem cmosib wedp, 4ymo
nodapum ka4 mebe, — HannoMHuIa Co6Ia3HUTENbHUIIA O TOM, YTO MEHPUTHHA U TaK
3”Hana. — Ho, 6otocs, oHu Kyda 60/1ee 3auHmepecos8aHsvl 8 mom, 4mobsl cOesnams mebs ceoell
AUYHOU Hedeaumoli cobcmeeHHOCMbI0, d He c80600HOU 0e8UOHKOl, uMerow,ell npaso
pewamb, Kko20a u neped Kem pa3o8uHymbs Ho2u».

— Hawm nipaBpma Heo6X0OuMO... exaTh IpsaMo Tyna? — He Bepsi, 4To mo3Bosuia cebe 00HaXKUTh
crnabocTth, Kuuprc KHBKOM yKa3aja Ha BUTHEBATYIO TPOITY, YOEeraloIlyio B HEMIPOTJISITHYIO
Yaury. — Bo3MO2KHO, eCTh KaKOU-TO APYTOH IIJIaH?

— IInmau? — PyHH OT OyIiu nocMmesincsi. — [ITamka, Cephe3HbIN U IPOAYMaHHbBIN IIJIaH Y MEHS
€CTh JIUIIb B TOM CJIy4ae, eClii 1 co0KMpaioch MpoOupaThCsa HOYbIO B OCaXKAEHHEIN IOpox U
OeclIyMHO HealTpaliu30BaTh II0JIOBUHY MYyKCKOTO HaceneHus. 17151 BceX 0CTaJIbHbIX
BapUaHTOB, €CTD JIUIITH ONUH IJIaH — IIPUNTH U BCEX Iepepe3aTh A0 TOT0, KaK B MEHS IIOJIETUT
XOTb OOHA CTpea.

— OueHb... HeOOBIYHO, — TOJILKO ¥ CKa3ajla OHa, MEICJIEHHO II0XKeJaB cefe TepleHus, a UM
BCEM — yOayuH.



I'maBa TpuHagnarTas

Yewm riy6xe B jiec IpoOKUpanuch BCAHUKY, TEM XOJI0OOHEee U MojldyajiiBee OH CTQHOBUJICH.
Ecnu cHaugana 3BYK KOIBIT pa30aBiIsiiv pefKre MIOPOXU CIIyTHYTOTO 3BEPhs, TO, KOTAa TPoIa
yBeJla UX Ha [OoOpHIX ITapy COTEH METPOB, THUIIIMHA CTajla HeBEIHOCUMOM. Kuupuc cTousmo
TPYOOB CIIOKOWHO CUIETH B Cefjie U He ep3aTh OT JKeJIaHUS ITOBEPHYTh KOHS 00paTHO. Bpsm nu
PyHH olleHUT IyCTh Pa3yMHYIO, HO BCe XKe TpycocTh. OH HUKOTa He CKPHIBAJ, YTO LIEHUT
JIVIIb Ty €€ YacCTh, YTO 3HAET IeHYy XOPOoIIeMy KJIMHKY U CIOCOOHA HAIOAAaTh MYy B ITIOEIUHKE,
XOTh IIOKa YTO BCSKMUYU pa3 nobea BCe paBHO OCTaBajiach 3a HUM.

— He cnumkoM-To moxozxke Ha yOezxKuIle rojioBOpe3oB, — YTOOB! KaK-TO pa30aBUTh
HEeBHIHOCUMYIO THUIINHY, 3aMeTuiia Kuupuc.

— ITo-TBOEMY, 37IeCh IIOBCIONY MOJIXKHEI BUCETh YKa3aTeU U MIPEeI0CTEePeKEeHNS?
— ¢ nuIs XoTelNa CKasaTh, YTO He MOHKUMAI0, I0YeMy Hac OO0 CHUX IIOP He MepeCTPeIsiiif.

— IToToMy 4TO, IITAIIKA, HU OOUH yBaXKawIui cebs rojIoBope3 He CTAHET CTPEJISITH B TOTO,
KTO HACTOJIbKO 0e3paccyneH, 4TOOH INYHO SBUTHCSA K HEMY Ha II0POT. 3Haellb 1o4eMy?

Y Kuupuc OBIJI0 HECKOJIBKO IOrafloK, HO OHa cMoJjidana, npeniaras HacnengHUKy TeHU YOUBUTH
ee CBOMM BapHaHTOM.

— HacTosmuit ronoBope3 HUKOTAa He OTKaXKeTCS OT BO3MOXKHOCTH IOJIYYUTh BEITOY. 3a HAMU
y2Ke DaBHO HaOJII0OaloT, ITAIKa, Hac B3SJIU Ha IIPUIIENT ellle OO TOT'0, KaK MbI IePeCTYIIHIN
IIOPOT 3TOM, C MO3BOJIEHUS CKa3aTh, obutenu. U ToT ¢hakKT, 4TO MBI IO CUX IIOP HE YCIIBIIIAIN
CBHCTa TETHUBEI OYKBaJIbHO BOIIUT O 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTU. ['1aBaph 3HAET, YTO B CIIy4Yae 4ero,
OOHOTO MOKHO B3SITh B IIJIEH U ITOTPe00BATh COTUOHBIN BHIKYT. HO 3TOT BapuaHT XJIOTIOTHHIN U
cynut MHOTO IpobieM. Kynma nepcnekTuBHee 151 Hadajsla BEICITYIIIATh BCTPEYHOE
IpenJioXKeHue.

MeilipuTuHa He MOTJIa He MPU3HATh ero IPaBoTYy, AaxKe eCclIy OHa, KaK U Bce, 4TOo Aenan PyHH,
OblJIa HAaCKBO3b MPONKUTaHa 6€3yMUEeM U HAIlJIeBaTEJIbCKUM OTHOIIEHUEM K COOCTBEHHOM
KU3HU. BripoueM, 61110 Koe-4To, yeM HacnemHuK TeHM BCcerga LIeapo oJapuBall ee: Kaxmas
MHHYTa UX OOIIleHHs B UTOTe ITOKa3kiBaia, Kak cama Kuupuc crama ogepzkuMa KaxKmaou
KU3HU. 2KaxKmoH Bo 4TO OBl TO HU CTaJIO IIO3HATH TaK MHOI'O BeIllel, coelaTh MHOXKECTBO eI,
0 KOTOPBIX paHbIIle OyMajla CO CHUCXOXKIEHUEM.

— Hy BoT, — mepebun ee pa3MeiieHnss PyHH, KOrga OTpsj Belexall Ha SBHO PYKOTBOPHOTO
ITPOMCXOXKIEHUS TIOJISTHY, B IIeHTPe KOTOPOU JIezKajlo «TOCTEIPUUMHOE» MaCCUBHOE OPEeBHO. —
Me1 Ha MecTe. TOIBKO X035MH YTO-TO OIla3[dbIBaeT.

Kuupuc cobupanachk BEIOOXHYTH C 00JIETYEHUEM, HO CTOMUJIO clioBaM HacremHuKa TeHH
CMOJIKHYTb, KaK OTKyHa-TO M3-3a OpeBHa pa3maliCsi BOPUIHUBLIN XKEHCKHIH TOIO0C:

— Xo3sliKa, Joporyuia, a AJig He3BaHbIX roctell — Kprica.

«4TO0 3a XKEeHIWHA NOOPOBOJILHO HAa30BETCS TAKHUM IPO3BHUILEM?» — Pa3MBIIIsAIa Kuupuc,
HabJTI0mast 3a TeM, KakK X03sgUKa rojI0ca MeaJIeHHO TOSIBISIETCS U3 CBOET0 YKPHITUS.

2KewnmmHa, KOTOPO¥ He3aueM Hal3kBaThCsA CHagKUM IIEPCUKOM, YTOOLI KOMIIEHCUPOBATh
HeOOCTAaTOK IMOJAaPEHHOT0 MPUPOoaol obasuusi. 2KeHIIMHa, KOTOpas MOXKEeT Ha3BaThCS XOTh
CBSTBEIM OepPbMOM, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO BCE PAaBHO HE 3aTMUT €€ CyMacIIeIlyio, COBEPIIEeHHO
HEeIIPaBUJILHYIO U OTTOTO IIPUTSATATEILHYIO KPAaCOTY.

— HenaBuXy IrprI3yHOB, — B OTBET Ha «IOPOTYLIy», pa30TKpoBeHHKYanca PyHH. B otnuuune or
Kuupuc, Ha Hero sk3oTu4ecKas KpacoTa co6eceHUIIbI He IPOU3Bejla HUKAKOor o BIIe4YaTIeHUs.
Wnu xe OH CHOBAa UCKYCHO IIPUTBOPAJICA. — A Tak Ke IPOYUX ITafaibIIUKOB U [1apa3uToB,
KOTOpble IIPOMBIIIISIOT TeM, YTO CYHYT CBOU I'PSA3HBIE PYKU B MOU KapMaHHI.

— Tebe, moporyiiia, s Ob 3aCyHyJIa PyKu Kyaa rinyoxe. — 2KenTeiit B3rassa Kpoice
HEeJBYCMEICJIEHHO olymnasl PyHHa ¢ HOT [0 rojioBH. — Y make 3amiaTtuia OBl 3a YCIIYTH.
CKOJIBKO THI CTOMIIB?

KI/II/IpI/IC C MI00O0IIBEITCTBOM HabIIomana 3a ux HepeHaHKOﬁ, C Kaxkmou CeKYHHOﬁ BCe HeT4ye



OCO3HaBas, YTO 3T OBOe BedyT ceOs Kak cTaphble 3HaKOMEIe. Bo BCSIKOM ciTydyae HUKTO U3
JKEHIIIMH He IT03BoJIsin cebe cTomb GPUBOIBLHOIO OOpaIlleHUsI C HeIPeaCcKa3yeMbIM
TEHEePOXKOEHHBIM, TaXKe Ta PhIKEeBOJIocas I0XKaHKa U3 apaxaHa, KOTopyioo HacnemHUK TeHU
HaBeIlaJj Yalle OCTAJIbHBIX.

— Ilonararo, y Te6Gs1 eCTb TO, Ha YTO 51 TOTOB 0OMEHSITH IIPAaBO BOCIIOJIb30BATLCS CBOUM
YJI€HOM... HECKOJIbKO MUHYT. — B peuu PyHHa CKBO3UJIO MOAYEPKHYTOE IpeHeOpexReHne, Kak
OynTO OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO MHTUMHAs OJIM30CTh C 9TOM KPACOTKOM HE IIPUHECET EMY
YIOBJIETBOPEHUS.

IleByllIKa cpesiaja BUJ, YTO pa3MHIIIISET Haf ero CJI0BaMH, paCcCesTHHO ocefjiana OpeBHO — U

Kuupuc nogyscTBoBasla 4el-TO HEBUOUMEIN B3TJIAL B 3aTHUJIOK, IIPUIIPABIIEHHBIN HalleIEeHHBIM

TyOa Xe HaKOHEeYHHUKOM cTpenbl. OHa CTIIoTHYIa, coobpaxas, Kak 05l He3aMeTHO IIogaTh 3HaK
Pynny.

— KOmXuT, XBAaTUT KOPYUTE U3 cebs 1eKy. I mpuexan MoTOBOPUTh — U CAENaTh BCTPEYHOoe
IpeAIoKeHne, a TH 3a KAKMM-TO JIEIITUM Pa3bITPHIBAEIIb 1IeJI0e TPEeACTaBJIEHNE, KakK OyaTOo g
crnernoit 6apaH ¥ He B COCTOSIHUY YBUAETH TBOUX MOJIOMYUKOB Ha HepeBbsiXx. OCOGEHHO BOT
TOTO, — OH B3TJISIAOM yKa3aJll Ky[ia-TO B KpOHEI mo3anu Kprickl. — Poxka y Hero Takasi, 6yaTo
eMy XWBOT CKpPyTuiao. Kak Ovl He oOraguics.

— Bcero nmump 06BI9YHasT TPEIOCTOPOXKHOCTh, — OTMAXHYJIACh PhIKas. — 51 mpocTasti cMepTHas,
U MHe CTaHOBUTCS HEYIOTHO, KOr[la MeHs 0e3 pa3pelleHus I0CeIIal0T TakKie BEICOKOPOOHEBIE
celamnuIna.

— HpOCTaH CMepTHasA, — XMBIKHYIJI PYHH ¥, HAKOHeI], CIEeInCcI. — IJTa LOIyTKa CTapa, KakK
MHD, 1 MHE IIPOCTO HEJIOBKO Ha Hel CMesIThCS Jaxke U3 YBaxXeHud K TOMY BOCXUTUTEJIIBHOMY
MHHETY, KOTOpLIfI TBI JeJjiajla, €CJIU IIaMsATh MHE€ He U3MEHAT, IBa MecCdlla Ha3al.

— YauBrieHa, YTO THI IIOMHHUINB. — KpBICa B caMoOM feJie BHITIIsIAena youBneHHoi. — Ilocre
Tpex OYTHIJIOK «CJIafKOTO CHa» BRIPYOUIIach make MOsI TUYHAs oxpaHa. Bumats, mpaBmoy
TOBOPSAT, YTO TH 3aTOBOPEHHBIN.

— 4 npenmynpexpas, — IoxaJ IiedaMu HaciemoHUK TeHU. — A Teneph JaBali-Ka IIOrOBOPUM
KaK B3POCIIEIE JIIOOH.

— Pa3Be MH He pa3roBapuBaeM ceundac?
— Hy ecnu TH Tak Xkenaelllb...

TeHepPOXKIEHHLIN Coenan HeyIOBUMEIM )KeCT — M er0 BOMHEI KaK 10 KOMaH[le 00HaXUIu
kymmHKY. [llennect 0cBOGOXKIOEHHON CTaIM MPO3ByYas MogoOHO OypHOMY ITpeI3HaMeHOBaHUIO.
Kuupuc cTano HEyIOTHO U3-3a TOT'0, YTO MOJAPEHHLIM PYHHOM Me4 TakK ¥ OCTaJICS B HOXKHAX, U
OHa W30 BCEX CHUJI HAJIEETCsI, YTO €ro He IPUAETCS MIyCKaTh B IEJI0.

— Oy, PynH, Kak rpy6o, — 6e3 TeHu 6eCIIOKOMCTBa IIOXKYypHUila phixkasd. Teneps UMb OHU
BTPOEM OCTaJIUCh 0e30pyKHBIMHU, ¥ Kuupuc KaTeropuiecku He HPaBUJIOCh OBITH B YHUCTIE STOHU
TpouIlsl. — 1 Te6s B rOCTH IyCTUIIA, faXKe IPOTUB IIEPCTH He MOTrJIaguiia 3a TO, YTO HOTU He
BEITED, @ THL B3AyMaJl faTh CBOMM COJIfaTKaM 3y0OOUUCTKU.

— 4 nume oTBeYaro pr}KeHIO61/IeM Ha IrOCTEIIPUHUMCTBO.

KprhIca mmokadvarsa rojIoBOM, MOOHSIACh, IIOUTPHIBAS IJIeYaMy KaK UCTUHHAS
cobnasuuTenbHuIa. OHa ObIJIa JOCTATOYHO KPEIIKOM, HO BMECTe C TEM M I'Palli03HOM, Kak
Moofas Kocyinsi. B Hell He OBIIO HY OMHOTO BUIMMOTO M3bsHA, U BCE XKe phixKas
KaTeropmiecku He HpaBuiachk Kunpuc. BrIJIo B HEM 94TO-TO TaKoe Ke HelpencKa3lyeMoe U
OellleHHOE, KaK U B PyHHe. A 6/1M30CTh ABYX 0€3yMIIEB HE CYy/IHIa HUYEro XOPOIIEero.

— JlagHo, TOBOPHU 3a4eM IT0KajioBal — U youpaicsi, — IepBOi 0CTaHOBUIIA U3 B3aUMHOE
CJI0BECHOE NMUKMPOBaHUE PhIKasa. — ThI XOPOIII, HO B MaJIbIX 103aX, @ CErOOHS ¥ MEeHS K yKUHY
0oJiee CIafKU¥ M MMOKJIAMUCTHIN JecepT.

— 3pgecn? ToI U3OeBaenILCs?

— Xopoiree mecTo, PyHH. £ 0 cuX mIOp BCIIOMHMHAIO, KaK IIEPBHEIH pa3 TpaxHyla Tebs mom BOT
TeM IepeBoM. HempemeHHO NpuKaxy CpyOUTH ero U BEICTPOraTh AePEeBSIHHEIM canor, 4TOOH B



CIenyIoIui pa3 Kak CIeqyeT MHyTh TeOs mom 3ap.

OHa siBHO coOupanach CKa3aTh YTO-TO eIlle, HO TeHEPOXOEeHHBIHN onepenus ee. OOHUM U3
CBOUX HEVJIOBUMBIX IBUXKEHUM B IBa CUEeTa OKa3aJICsI OKOJIO PHIXKEM U CKaJl IaJiblEl Ha ee
ropie. [leByliKa BHIITy4usIa Ijia3a, Korga OH C CaAUCTCKUM HacllaXAeHueM Kpelde cxKall
nanbilbl. HaBepHOe, cobuparnack mazxe KpudaTh, HO MOTJIa TUIIb 6€3MOJIBHO OTKPHEIBATH POT.
OnHOBpPEMEHHO C 3TUM B 3eMJII0 OKOJIO eT0 callora BOH3UJIaCh IIPUIeTEBIIAs U3 Yallld cTpera.

Kuupuc crinorayna.

«Bozu, Heyaiceau celiuac HaUHemcs Hacmosu,ee seceve? — KpoBoxkamgHasi UyTh I HE CUIION
3acCTaBsijIa ee JOCTaTh KIUHOK. — Tbl 00/19CHA Nonpo6o8ambs Kakoso 3mo — ybusams.
HosdicHa no3Hamb 8Kyc marouw,eli Ha KOHYUKe KAUHKA HCU3HU, NOYY8CMB0BAMb NOCAEOHUl
yOap cepdua. Kak uHaue mul ucno/iHuWb npedHaszHaveHue?»

— IIpuKaxu CBOUM MOJOAYUKAM OPOCUTH 3TH UTPYIIKK M BRIMTH, — [0 y2Kaca JIAaCKOBBIM
roniocoM, norpeboBan PyaH. — ThI 3HaeIb, 4YTO U TPEX CTPEJI HeJOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTh
MeHs Ha TOT CBeT. f mMPOoCTO XO4y ITOTOBOPUTE, HO €CJIM TH U HaJjibille Oyaelllb TaKoH Ke
0ECTOTKOBOM yIPSIMOU OCJIMIIEN, IPUAETCS BBHIIOJIOTH BAC BCEX, CJIOBHO COPHSKU. ThI Oymenrs
IIePBO#, a OCTaJIbHLIM — KakK II0Be3eT. YBepeHa, YTO TBOS HeCYIeCTBYIOasi TOPAOCTh TOTO
CTOUT?

— PyHH... — cmaBieHHO nmpoxpumnena Kprica, OJHOBPEMEHHO PacCesTHHO Maxasl pykKaMu, OyATo
mo3a0blia, KaKOH YCJIOBHBIM 3HAK CYIIECTBYET OJI TAKOW CUTYyallUH.

— Ons tebs, rpsi3uynsd, HacnmegHuk TeHu. BymeM cuuTaTh, YTO IpeabiayInasi O0ITOBHS Obla
nocsenHel TBOel BONBbHOCTHIO. Hy Tak KakK, MBI JOTOBOPUIUCEH? HeCTHO, — OH CKJIOHUJICA K
CBO€M XKepTBe ¥ HauTpaHHO 3BOHKO YMOKHYJI BO3[IYX OKOJIO €€ IIeKU, — MHe [0 CMepPTU
XO4YEeTCsI CBEPHYTH Tebe IIei0 mMpsIMO Cervac, a Thl 3HAEIllb, KaK TSIXKeJI0 MHE OTKa3bIBAaThCS OT
CBOUX XKeJlaHUH.

KeHIrHa MOPTHYJIa MOJIHBIMU CJie3 rna3daMu. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUM U3 Yalll CTaIu
TIOSIBJISITHCSI OZIETHIE B KAKYIO-TO I'PSI3HYIO PBaHb MoJlogquuku. OHU He XOTS NPSATAIN OPyXKUE B
HOXKHBI, yOUpasu CTPes B KondaHbl. O1ieHuB 00CTaHOBKY, PyHH, HaKOHeII, 0C1abul XBaTKYy.
Kprica coBceM He IpalMo3HO yIiaja B MPUMSTYIO TPaBy OKOJIO €T0 HOT.

— U Tak, Bequ, pafayliHas Xo3sdHKa, U 6e3 TIyIoCTel, IOTOMY YTO TBOS JXKeITOpOoTast JeTBopa
yXKe ycrea IT03HaKOMUTBLCSI C MOMM BOPOHBEM. [IpOCTO mopa3uTenbHO, KaKas Ke Thl BCe-TaKu
nypa. TonbKo 1 HauMHAIO IyMaTh, YTO THI XOTh U3pefKa IyMaellb I'0JI0BOH, a He
MTPOMEXKHOCTEIO, KaK TH TYT XKe yOoexkmaelllb MeHsI B oOpaTHOM. CTpaHHO, KaK HUKTO U3 9TUX
CJIaBHBIX ITApHEW [0 CUX IOP He BHITYCTUI TeOe KUIIIKU.

Ha aTot pa3 Kprica cmosiyasa, HO mmociana HaciemHuKy TeHW yOUHMCTBEHHBIN B3T/IsIa. PyHH
ero IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI, MOAoIe K Kuupuc u mmupoko 6e33a60THO yiabiOHyCsa. OH BooOIIe
Bcerpa yiblfarncs, gaxe eciu cobupacs cka3aTh PacloCiieHIO0 IaoCTh.

— T®I OpokuNIb, — CKa3aJll OH, IIoTJIaXKuBas ee 1o Hore. — Mcmyranacse, pac’Maa’pa? YecTHO
TOBOPSI, 51 Haflesiics, YTO JOOPOM HaM He JOTOBOPUTHCS U PACCUUTHIBAJ YCTPOUTH A TeOs
HacTosAmyo 3a6aBy.

— Yo BCe 370 3Hauut, PyaH? BOopoHbE — 3TO...

— 4 mpocTo mepecTpaxoBacs, — He Jajl 3aKOHYUTH OH. — HeyKenu TH AyMaellb, YTO 5 OB
ToJie3 Ha POXKOH 6e3 KPemKoro Thijia?

— $1 mymato, 4TO IPENOCTOPOXKHOCTH ObIIa 0YEeHb IPENYCMOTPUTEIFHOM, — TOCIie HeOOIbIIoH
ray3sl, OTBETHJIa OHA.

— BoT nmosToMy THI Bcerga Oyhelns JIy4llle BCIKUX I'PeI3yHOB. — Ha 3ToT pa3 B 6emo3y00it
yIeI0Ke TEHEPOXKIEHHOT0 IPOCKOJIL3HYJI HACTOAIINY co61a3H. — TH pegKo roBOPUIIIb
TJIYIIOCTH, HO la’Ke eCJIH OHU ¥ MOKUOAIOT TBOM XOPOILIEHbKUH POTUK, 3TO TaK XKe
€CTECTBEHHO, KaK KPYrOBOPOT 3Be3[ Ha Hebe.

— Tl cniast c Hel, — cKa3aJjla OHa IIeloTOM, I04YeMy-TO BCIIOMUHas, KaK HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB
Has3al ee HOT'Y TOYHO TaK XKe IIOrjla’kuBala Opyras pyka. — A TOJIBKO 4YTO 4yTh He yOuIl.



— OpHo mpyroMmy He MemaeT. M moToM — eIlle He BeYep, a s BCe TakK Ke JalieK OT JXKeJIaHUS
COXPaHUTh el XKU3Hb. — [locienHIow Gpal3y OH maxKe He MBITAJICS IPUKPHITH IIIeII0TOM.

«Tak MHO20 pucka 8 00HOM Cc0b6/1a3HUMENbHOM (p/1aKOHEe, — TIPOMOIIKajiia BOCTOPTraThCs
KpoBoxkapguasi. — Ecau 6bt HacieOHuUk meHu 0as MHe nepepe3ambs NapouKy 2/40MoK, 51 Obl
cOeana mak, Ymo OH HUKo20a He 3abbli1 NpedCcmosauLyto HO4b»

Kuupurc npoursopupoBasa u 3Ty ee pennuKky. B mocnenuee BpeMs 06e UIIOCTACH ITO3BOJISIIIN
ce0e CIUIIKOM MHOTO BOJIBHOCTEM, B OCOOEHHOCTHY B TOM, YTO KaCaJOCh BOJIEU3BIBIIEHUS B
mpepenax ee COOCTBEHHOM TOJIOBHL. U 3TO He Cy/IMIIO HUYETO XOPOIIETO.

I[IyTaHBIMHE XOOaMU ¥ TaWHBIMH TpomaMu, Kpbica mpoBesia UX Jalblie B Yally. Ee MomoguyuKu
LIJTX B OKPY2KEHUU KOHHBIX BCAJHUKOB PyHHA, a caM HaCJIEMHUK BHITJISAE]T BIIOJTHE
YIOBIETBOPEHHBIM U AaKe HaCBUCTHIBAJI IO HOC KAKYIO-TO HE3aTEUIUBYIO MEJIOIUIO.

— 3aBeca, — C HEKOTOPEIM COMHEHMeM IIpourenTasna Kuupuc, korma Kpeica ocTaHOBUIACH
Tepen HelIPOXOOUMOM I'PSIION YePHHIX fepeBbeB. — I'psi3Has padboTa.

— Tlomaraio, 3TO BCe, YTO HAIIIX BEIHYXKIOEHHBIE APY3bsi MOTYT cebe IT03BOIUTh, — OTO3BaJICS
PyHH, ¥ IepBBEIM ITPOEXajl B OTKPHIBIITYIOCS C TOM CTOPOHH BEXY.

KI/II/IpI/IC ImocjyiengoBalia 3a HUM, BOMHEI HAaCJIEAHWKA TeHU 3aMKHYJIN UX HeOO0IbIIoMN CTpOfI.

[To Ty CTOPOHY 3aBeCHl PacCIIOJIOKUIOCH HACTOSIIEee TI0CeJIeHre: MaJIOIIONHOe, IPSI3Hoe U
HErOoCTeIIPUUMHOE. 30eCh faXKe BO3MYX BOHSJI TaK, YTO IjIa3a XKIJI0, a B TOPJIe TOTYAC
o6pa3oBaiach KMCas ClIfoHa. KUMpKC He CMOrJia CHepKaThCs U CIUIIOHYJIa KOMOK, HO ero
MECTO TYT JKe 3aHsJI cleayomuii. Kphica ¢ oTBpalieHneM IOKOCUJIACh Ha Hee.

— ITonarato, ceffuac ThI CUIIBHO OCKOPOHMIIa padylliie 3TUX, BHE BCAKOTO COMHEHUSI, MUIBIX U
OOOPOMYIIHEBIX JTIOOeH, — TOTOTHYN PyHH — M TOXe CMavyHO TIoHYy . CliefoM MoIIeBalu ero
BCagHUKH.

Wx mpoBenu B caMblil IPUIMYHBIN C BULY IOM CPEOM 3TOr'0 HarpoMoXpaeHus xubapok, 60bliie
HaIIOMMHAIOIINX OPTaHU30BaHHYI0 MYCOPHYIO Ky4y. BXo CTOPOXHUIIN OBa 3MOPOBEHHBIX
My’KUKa, Yb¥ HEOOBSITHEIE JKUBOTHL M PYKU ITOKPHIBAIU T'YCTHIE JKECTKHE BOJIOCH. JTUM OBOUM
Ilaxke ITPOMOS3TJILIN BeTep OBLTI HUIIo4YeM. Yero Henb3s OBUIO CKa3aTh O TOCTAX. [IBe Imaphl
MYTHBIX T'JIa3 HEOIPEEJIEHHOTO IIBeTa OLeHU/IN PyHHA ¢ HEIIPUKPHITON BPaxkaeOHOCTHIO, XOTh
BIIEpeU Hero cTosiyia xMypasi Kprica ¥ mbITanmach BTOJIKOBATh UM, UTO IIPUBEJIA YeJloBeKa [JIist
pasrosopa ¢ oTiioM. Hu oguH TOJICTSK U ¢ MecTa He COBUHYJICS, a BOT pyKa IIPaBOro Hadasa
paccesiHO 6JTy?KAaTh OKOJIO KPEITKOTO OTOJI0OBbSI MOPTEHIITEPHA.

Kuupuc tak u Bugesna, Kak PyHH mejlaeT OOWH M3 CBOUX GUPMEHHBIX HEYJIOBUMBIX GUHTOB — U
TaabIlbl YMHUKA BEEPOM Pa3/IeTaloTCs BOKPYT, KPOBOTOYAIIIME, CJIOBHO HAIIMHKOBAHHEBIE
yepBu. OCTaBaJIOCh BEPUTH, YTO [0 MOA0OHOT0 HE MONIET: B MOCEJIEHNH, KaK HU KPYTH,
YHCJIEHHBIN ITepeBec ObLT He Ha UX CTOPOHE.

— INomnarar, maxke y Takoro 60JiBaHa OOJIXKHA OBITH XOTh KalJjisl pa3dyMa, KOTopas IMOACKaXKeT,
4TO JIyuIle OBl TBOEH PyKe BEPHYTHCS Ha IpexkHee MecTo, — 6e33a60THO mpeaynpenun PyHH,
XOTSI 3TO IPO3BYYaJio KaK HEITPUKPHITHIN BHI30B.

Bo3M0XKHO, TOICTIK (031 IIPUHSAII BBI30OB: B IIOJIb3Yy TAKOI'O PA3BUTUA COOBITHH TOBOPHUIIN
B3OYBIIIKMECs BEHEI Ha €ro 11ee u HaOBIYeHHEIN B3rIsAnd.

Ho Ha aToT pa3 Kprica Halla yOeguTeIbHBIE CII0Ba, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTD €T0 U YOeouTh
MIPOIIYCTUTh BHYTPD XOTs OB 0fHOTO PyHHa. HacnegHWK TeHW He IPEeMUHYN 3asiBUTh, 4TO 0e3
CBOEM CIYTHUIIHI U C MECTA HE COBUHETCSI, HO OXOTHO IOTSATAETCS C JIIOOBIM, KTO MOIBITAETCS
UX pas3ny4uTh. Kunpuc He moHUMAana, I0YeMy OH IPONOJIKAEeT HAllPallIuBaThCSA Ha
HETPUSITHOCTH: 0YEBUOHO, YTO KaXKaas XXUBas OyIlla B 3TOM 3aMbI3TaHHOM T'OPOOUIIIKE TOJIBKO
0 TOM ¥ TIOMBIIIJISIET, KaK OBl OTIIPABUTh UX Ha TOT CBET.

— TBI CIUIIIKOM MHOTOTO X04elllb, — mporunesa Kprica, Korga PyHH BTOpPO# pa3 HaCTOMYUBO
IIOBTOPUJI CBOIO TPOCEOY. — B TBOEM IIOJIOXKEHUMN. ..

— B MoeM 1onoxkeHuu 1 B COCTOSIHUU BBIOBUTATH U 6omnee aGCYpJIHI:Ie TpeGOBaHHH, T'PA3HYIIA,
TaK 9TO BaM JIy4II€ BBIIIOJIHUTE T€, 9YTO HE CYJIAT HUKAKHUX 1'Ip06_TIeM. B IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4dae, g
MOT'Y Ha4aThb BBICKa3bIBATh domnee ... cneumbnquKHe II02KEeJIaHuAd.



HewusBecTHO, BO 4TO OB BRUIMJIOCH IPENMPATEIBECTBO, €CTU OB eTr0 He ITepeOuI IPOTUBHBIN
CKPUII OTKpPHIBIIEHCS ABepHu. Ha mopore mosBuiIcss HEBEHICOKUM CYXOM MyKYMWHA B IIPUJIMYHOM,
Kak [JIsg OKPYZKaIOIIero rafiollHuKa, Hapsige. Kumupuc XxBaTuiio omHOTO B3TJIsia, YTOOH
YBUOETh €ro 04eBUOHOE sIPKoe cxoncTBo ¢ Kpricoii. [Jouka unu cectpa? Crenytolei dppasoit
MyK4YWHa OPOJIKUJI CBET Ha ee JOTalKy.

— Kaxprlil pa3, Koraa Thl, JOYKa, IPUBOOUIIL 3IaKMX I'OCTEM, 1 CHOBa U CHOBa CIIpallIlBaio
ce0s1: 3a KaKUM XPEHOM s He 3aAyInui TeOs TBOeH XKe IMYIIOBUHOMN?

Kakast mopa3uTesibHAs OTI[OBCKAS JIF0O00BL. MelpUTHHA BEIKPOUIY MIHOBEHHE, YUTOOBI
OPUOBUHYTHCSA OymKe K PyHHY, U cupsaTaThCs 3a 6€30IIacHLIM YIOTOM ero mjeda. M mycTs
KpoBozkagHast XOTh THICSIYY pa3 Ha30BeT ee TpPycuxoi, Kuupuc 6viyia yoexkaeHa, 9YToO B
TIPOUCXOMSIIEM CIIEKTAKIIE €€ POJIb OOJI2KHA OBITh CAMOM MOJTYaJIMBOM M He3aMeTHOM. [0 mopsI
0 BPEMEHH.

— ¢ O6BI XOTeJI cKa3aTh, 4TO paf Tebst BUOeTh, cTapblil ['pub, HO, 60I0CH, TAKOTO KOHIIEHTPATa
JIKY MHEe He ITPOCTHUT HU OOuH U3 60roB. [laxke 3a KPOBb JeBCTBEHHHUIIL Ha anTape. X0oTs, B
Hallle BpeMsI HalTH JEeBCTBEHHUILY €llle CJIOKHEee YeM MMOPSI0YHOro pa3boiiHuKa.

B moBucIIed nay3e MeOJIEHHO 3PeJjio HalpsKeHue. MyKYWHa ITOTJISObIBAN TO Ha PyHHa, TO Ha
CBOIO IPUCMHUPEBIIYIO 0Yb, @ IOTOM, HAIlyaB B3TJIIAOM MEHPUTHHY, YCTaBUJICS Ha Hee. Ero
B3rJIsT OBII TPOMKUTAH OTBPAIeHHEeM — ¥ 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCThI0. OUeBUIOHO, TEHEPOKIEHHBIHN
YJIOBUJI 3TO HACTPOEHUE, IIOTOMY YTO MSTKHUM M BCE TaKUM K€ HEBUAUMBIM ABUXKEHUEM 00HSI
ee 3a IJIeYH, BEIHYXK[asl COeaTh Iar BIuepes.

— TBOs HOBas KOOBIIKA? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS MyXKYHUHA, OIlEHNBAasi MHTUMHBIE TIOTJIaKUBAHMS,
KoTopeIMU PyHH mienpo omapuBan miedo Kuupurc, BpeMsi oT BpeMeHU Kak Ol HeB3Haudal
CKOJIb351 TIaJIbI[aMM TI0 KpPaellKy ee TPYOu.

— Moe Bce, ecnu Tebe yrogHo, — chanpmusun PyaH. — Tak TH IYCTHUIIL HAC B CBOIO HOPY UJIN
MEL 00a 6ymeM IIpomoiiKaTh HejlaTh BUI, YTO He HoBepseM OPYT Opyry? Y MeHd HeT HU
MaJieMlIero xeJjaHus «HacllaXaaTbCs» apoMaTaMU TBOeH JlauyTry, HO ellle MeHbIlle MHe
X04eTCs TOBOPHUTH O Jejle ¥ MIKYPHEIX BOIIPOCaX B IIPUCYTCTBUM CTOJIBKUX YIIEH.

Ha 3TOT pa3 oHU HAIIIKX B3aMMOIIOHUMaHue. I TaBapb BOPOB OYPKHYJT CBOUM I'POMHUJIAM, YTOORI
TIOCTOPOHUJINCH, ¥ TIOCYJINJI B3OEPHYTh KazkKA0Ir'0, KTO IIOCMEET MO JII0OBIM IPEIIOroM
TIoMellaTh UX pa3roBopy. PyHH u He gyMan JaBaTh OTBETHBIE YKa3aHUSA CBOUM BomHaM. OH KakK
OynTo ymuBaJiCs TeM, YTO BOIIPEKH 3[IPAaBOMY CMBICITY U MHCTUHKTY CAMOCOXPaHEHUS, X035eBa
BBIHYKIEHBI IPUHUMATDh UTPY Ha €T0 YCIOBUSIX.

BHyTpu goMa 3anaxu U BIIPSIMb ObLTM OTBPATUTEIbHEIMU. Kunpuc ¢ HeMo# 671arofapHOCTHIO
YTKHYyJIach PYHHY B IIJIeY0, TUXO JIUKYS, YTO €r0 apoMaT IeKo4YeT HO3[pH Kyma 6oree
cobsra3uuTenbHEIM OykeToM. 2Kasb, 4TO 3TO MIPOIOIIKAIOCh Hegoaro: I'pub mpoBen ux B
IIOBOJILHO IIPOCTOPHYIO0 KOMHATYIIKY, HalIUYKAHHYIO IOPOT0i, HO IOTpenaHHoN Mebenbio U
mKadaMu CO BCIKOHN yTBaAphio. B 11eHTpe 3To# 6e3BKYCHIIH 1IapPCTBOBAJI IPYORIH HepeBIHHBIN
CTOJI B XOPOBOJIe HE MeHee I'PYOBIX CTYJIbEB.

I'maBaps 3aHAI MECTO BO r1aBe, PyHH pacCIioioKuJICS HaIpPOTUB, a Kuupuc cena cupasa OT
Hero. OHa faxe He CKphIBajla PafoCTH II0 IIOBOAY TOT0, YTO My2KYUH pa3fessieT HeCKOIbKO
METPOB CTONEITHUIE. KOHEeUHO, eciiu XKeJjlaHue CKPECTUTD KJIIMHKU OYOeT MOCTAaTOYHO BEJIUKO,
UX HUYTO HE YOEPKUT, HO B pa3TrOBOPE PACCTOSHUE MOCIYKUT OOIOIHUTENBHEIM
coepzKuBaiomuM pakKTOPOM.

— ToI orpabui KOpoJieBy-MaTh, — 6e3 BCTYIIJIEHUSI, OTOPOILINTI cobecequruka PyHH. — 3abparn
TO, YTO €e MOJIOMUHNKH MOJIXKHBI OBITH MTepenaTh el TIMYHO B PYKH.

ITo ToMy, KaK Ha MUT U3MEHUJICS LIBET €r0 JINIA, CTAJIO SICHO, YTO MyXKYHMHA COBEPIIEHHO
TOYHO 3HAET, 0 KaKOM rpabezke UIET pedb, XOTh OH CJeJIall BCE BO3MOKHOE, YTOOHI ITOIBITKA
«BCIIOMHUTB>» Ka3ajlaCh HaTypPaIbHOU.

— 4 pegko oTKa3bIBalOCh OpaTh TO, YTO CaMO IIJILIBET MHE B PYKH, — CTapasiCh Ka3aThCs
6e33a00THHIM, BeIgasl I'pub. — Eciu KTO-TO IPUXOOUT Ha IIOPOT MOEro JoMa M KiameT Tyha
HEKOTOpPHIE BeIll — Pa3Be S He MOT'y UX B3SITh?

— KoHeuyHO MOXKelllb, — OXOTHO COTJIaCUJICSA Py’HH, HO IIpexpae 4eM cobecemHUK ycen



HacnaguThCs TpuyMdanbHOM yIIBIOKOM, HoOaBuil: — Eciii, KOHEYHO, Ha TAKOHU CIIy4dau y Tebs
IpuUIIaceHa 3aracas XXu3Hb. Hy umu XoTs ObI Tapa pyk.

Pa300HUK KalJITHYJ B KyJlakK, ¥ MOI4YaJll BCe BpeMs, TokKa Kphica He CIIHUIIKOM-TO JII00e3HO
IIOCTaBUJIa Ha CTOJI KPYXKKMU U OyTHUIb C KaKUM-TO IOMIoM. ETo OHa Tak-CAK, IPOJIMBas Ha
CTOJI, pa3iuiia IIo MOCyguHaM U BOApPy3uia KPYKKH HAampoTuB PyHHa u Kuupuc. MeiputuHa
3Hana, YTO CKOpPee MPOTJIOTUT YHIMIO 3MEWHOTO Sfia, YeM CHeslaeT XOTh TJIOTOK. U cyas mo
TOM, KaK TeHEepPOXKIeHHEIN II0OKOCHUJICS Ha CTaKaH, OH COOMPAJICS IMOCTYIIUTh TaK JkKe. X035uH
Ke caeas mapy KaJHbIX TTIOTKOB, KaK OyATO 3amHUIEeH YysijI, YTO 9Ta BEIIMBKA MOXKET CTaThb
IIOCJIeJHEH B eT0o XKU3HU.

— IIpennaraio BOT 4TO, — PYHH IOJIOXKWJI PYKH Ha CTOJI, BEICTYKHUBAsd KOHYWMKAMU IaJIbIIEB
KaKOM-TO HECBSI3HBIM MOTHB. — TH BEpHEIIh MHE Koe-4To. OfHY Belllb. A s CHEJalo BUL, UTO
3HATH He 3HAI, Kyf[a MI0JeBajioch ocTanbHoe. U co cBOel CTOPOHEI MOT'y IT006elaTh, YTO eCiu
KOpoJIeBa-MaTh CIIPOCUT MeHs, He 3HalO JIX 5, Ky[a II0feBajioch ee NoOPO, OHA YCIIEIIIUT caMoe
ybenutenbHoe «HeT». Kak Tebe TaKoi BapuaHT?

Kuupuc oueHb Hafesyiach, 9YTO rjlaBapio pa300MHUKOB XBATH yMa MIPUHSTE 3TY BRITOOHYIO
cmenky. Bynb oHa Ha ero MecTe, Corjlacuiachk Okl He pa3nyMeiBasi. Ho HelCTBUTENBEHOCTD
MHOKEeCTBO pa3y0exkgasa ee, UTO JIOOU 3a49acCTyIO He CIIOCOOHH OIEeHUTH PeasibHoe
MIOJIOZKEHUE [eJI, U BOIIPEKH IOJIOCY pa3dyMa HauMHAIOT UATH Ha IMOMSATHYIO TaM, Toe Pa3yMHee
BCETO MPOCTO CKa3aTh «ax».

— Hlenpoe... T'MMM... IIpeOJIO2KeHue. — My}K‘II/IHa IIPOYHUCTHUII TOPJIO KalllJIEeM.

— CpaH cobaubsi, — 0TO3BaJIaCh €ro 0Yb, IIPOOOJIZKAsA KpoMcaTh HaclegHUKa TeHU
6e32KanoCTHRIM B3rIsTAoM. — OH COACT HAC C IIOTPOXaMH, KaK B IMPOIIILINA pas.

— He npunomuuaio, 9ToOH pa3pelnan OTKPHIBATh IPSI3HYIE POT, II0 KpaliHel Mepe [0 TeX 1I0p,
TOKa He CITyCTHUII IIITaHbl, — OTPearupoBajl Ha ee Pemiuky PyHH.

Ero Hu Kamau He CMyIajl TOT GakT, YTO PSIAOM CHUMEI ee OTell, KOTOPOMY 3TH
HEIBYCMBICJIEHHBIE HAMEKHU MOTJIM OBITh, MSITKO TOBOPSI, HE mO myIne. XOTs, Koraa PyHHa
BOOOIIIe 3a00THJIIO Ybe-TO AYIIIEBHOE COCTOSIHUE, KPpOMe ero COOCTBEHHOI0?

— HpaBuTtcs Tebe 9T0O UK HET, HO OHA IpaBa, — IIOAXBATHUII PerIuKy gouepu ['pub. — U ta
HUCTOPHUS, U ee IIOCNIeACTBUS, IO CUX IIOP CBeXKa B Moel nnaMsATu. [loueMy 51 MOIKEeH BEPUTh
Tebe cHOBA?

Ha aToT pa3 mpumia ouepens PyHHa menaTh BUI, YTO OH BCephe3 3aHAT ITOUCKAMU
nogxopsiiero orBeta. Ho oH HaMepeHHO MTepeurpriBajl U CTapaTeIbHO KOPYHJICS, AOBOMS
cuTyanumio mo abecypaa.

— 4 TyT mogyMarji, 4TO JIY4YILINM CBUAETEILCTBOM TOMY, UTO S OePXKYy CBO€e CJIOBO MOXKEIb
OBITD... THI caM. 2KuBoii. U co BceMu KoHEeUYHOCTIMHU. C ria3aMu U I3bIKOM. YeCcTHO, Ha TBOEM
MecTe s OBl Jazke He OyMaJl 3afaBaTh TaKUe TJIyIIbie BOIIPOCHI.

— Onu npupesanyu YiIeIOKy, — IIPOIoJIKaja mumneTh 3Meeit Kprica. — Younu ee, Kak Kakyo-To
najans, faXke He [ajii C HOCTOMHCTBOM yMepPETh!

— OTKyZza y BOPOB JHOCTOMHCTBO? — Ha 3TOT pa3 PyHH BHITJISIIEIN HEMOAIETEHO
yOuBJIeHHBIM. — OTKy[a IIaKajiaM 3HaTh O YEeCTH, eCJIU OHU XKPYT OObEIKM BOIYbeld Tpamesn?

— VKpacTh y Bopa- ieio 4ecTu. — KaxeTcs, JeBYoOHKa B caMOM [iejie He ITIOHKHMasa, 4To
Urpana c OrTHEeM U IPOoMoJIXKasa HalpallnBaThCs Ha HEIIPUATHOCTH. — TOJIbKO He TOBOPH, YTO
Te cokpoBuia n3 Kepaka KopojieBe-MaTepu JOCTaJIUCh 10 HACIIENCTBY.

— 4 BooO11Ie HE TOHUMAIO, TOYEMY IOJIKEH 4TO-TO TeOe TOBOPUTH. TBOE MPUCYTCTBUE MEHS
pasmpaxaeT OO TaKO# CTeIleHH, YTO S elBa COepPKHUBAIOCh, YTOOBI HE CHesaTh TO
eOUHCTBEHHOE, YeTr0 BhI, ITAJILIIUKY, MOCTOMHEI — BEIPE3aTh BCEX MO €IMHOT0, HCKOPEHUTh, KaK
0oJIe3Hb.

— TIToTomMy 4TO MBI 00a 3HAEM, UTO UMIIEPUHN HYHCHbI TTAHaJIbIINKKA, B 0OCOOEHHOCTH T€, KOTOPHIE
TOTOBBLI COTPYAHUYATD, HE 3afaBasi BOIIPOCOB.

Kuupuc c no6onbITCTBOM XKgajia oTBeTa. Hudero youBUTENBHOTO, YTO PYHH BOOUT APYXGY C



TaKUMH JIIOObMU: CJIaBa 0 HeM Obljla CTOIb AYPHOM, YTO OH MOT MMETh 3HaKOMBIX ¥ B CAaMOM
nekine. Ho I'pu6 HecnopocTa MOJYEPKHYI CJIOBO «UMIIEPUSI», IOTOMY YTO OT UMEHHU BCEX
HITPE30B U ITOKOPEHHBIX MU 3eMeJjIb MOT TOBOPHUTH TOJIBKO OOUH YenoBek — [aiH. U Kuupuc
Ka3aJIoCh HEBO3MOXKHEIM, YTOOBI UMIIEPATOP MapasiCs O Ppa3roOBOPEI C BOpaMu U
pasboiinukamu. s momgo6HOTO cOpoa y HEro MOT OBITH JIMIITL OOWH Pa3roBOP — IIPUTOBOP U
mraxa. Ho rpsizubie BpeMeHna TpeGyroT JII0ei, KOTOPhLIe He CIHUIIKOM-TO IEMeTUIIEHO
OTHOCSITCSI K YMCTOIIJIOTHOCTH CBOHMX IOCTYIIKOB. BO3MOXXHO, PYHH B 9TOi 1e1I04YKe OB JIUIIL
CBSI3YIOIUM 3BEHOM? A pa3 Tak, [I[9iH BIIOJIHE MOT 3HATh O Kpaxe, ¥ O TOM, B YbM PYKHU IIOTIAT
TadpH... 3HATh — ¥ HUYEro He MPEeNIIPHUHSTEL, YTOOB! 3aBIafieTh UM, XOTh KaKUX-HUOYOb Iapy
He[eJb Ha3a[ UCIIOJIb30BaJjl He CaMble YUCTHIE CIIOCOORI, YTOOHL IIOMEITATHCS €€ «PACKOJIOTh» U
BBITTBITATh, TOE HAaXOOUTCS K04, YTO XKe yCIleJio U3MEHUTHCS 3a TaKoe KOPOTKOEe BPeMsi?

B mamsTH BCIUIBLI €I0 YKOP TeM, 4To oHa yOiaxkaeT Pacnepa. A 0 ero UHCTUHKTE
CcoOCTBEHHHMKA He 3HaJl pa3Be 4To riiyxoii. CBoio ()aBOPUTKY OH He [eusl HU C KeM, PyHH
0007Kas OTIIyCKaTh I3BUTEILHBIE KOMMEHTAPUHU 10 9TOMY IIOBOAIY: MOJI, YUXaTh €My Ha 3ampeT
«UMIEePaTOPCKOM 3aHUIIBI», 3aX0TeN ObI — TPAxXHYJ 3apa3y efaBa JIu He v [I3iHa 3a CIIMHOM.
Ho ¢daBopuTka, 1o 3asBnenussMm HacnemHuka TeHM, He BHI3BIBajla Y HETO HUUET0, KPOMe
OpesrnmuBocTu. «He moHMMal0, Kak [[3WH MOXKET 3aCOBHIBATh UJIEH B 9Ty XOJIOOHYIO TaIUHY, U
He 6OUTCS, YTO TOT OKaMeHeeT U OTBANUTCSI». Kuupuc npennoyrnTana He KOMMEHTUPOBATh
Takue PeIIMKH, XOTh UMeJla Ha 9TOT CUeT COOCTBEHHOE MHEHHUE: MyKUYWHA BPSI[ U CTaHET
CIIaTh C OOHOW U TOM XKe KEeHITUHOMW, eClIX OHA He YIOBIIETBOPSET BCE ero MOTPEeOHOCTH.
IToxoxke, UHuKepa Oblyla UMEHHO TaKOM KEHIITUHOM.

Ox, IIatH.

Kuupuc BCcTpssxHYIach, enBa JIU He CUJION BLITAJIKUBAs U3 I'OJIOBE HEIPUSTHLIE 00pa3kL,
3acTaBinsis ce6si BHOBb IOMMAaTh HUThH Pa3roBopa.

— BB 00a ABSIBOIBCKY CUJILHO MCIHITHIBAETE MOE TEPIIEHNEe, — paccesiHHO mpobopmoTan PyHH,
u Kumpuc noiimana Ha cebe ero HampPsi?KeHHBIW B3I,

O Ooru, oHa 4YTO, MPOU3HECIa UM UMIIepaTopa BCiIyx?!

— YTo0 3a Bellb TH XKenaellb 3abpaTth? — coascs I'pub. OH BEITIsSIOEN KaK YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIH C
caMoro Hayajla 3HaJjl, YTO eMy IIPUAETCS YCTYIIUTDb, HO HaUBHO PEIINI HOOepTraThCs
HATOC/IEeNOK YTOOR, BO3MOXKHO, HAOUTH LIEHY.

— OmerHUK, — BCe TaK 2Ke pa3rIsagbiBas Muio Kuupuc, 6poCcuil TeHepPOXKIeHHBIH.
— TaMm He OBIJIO HUKAKOT'O OIIeHHWKA, — IIOCIIeIIna 3aIBUTL KpkIca.
— He coMHeBaioch, 4To ObInl. Kakoit ou u3 cebs1, Kuupuc?

ITon ero He CYJISAIIUM HUUETO XOPOIIIEero B3rJISIIOM, MEHPUTHHE 3aX0TEJI0OCh YMEHBIITUTCS 10
pPa3MepoB IrOPOIIWHEL, ¥ 3aKAaTUTHCS KyOa-TO O[T JIaBKY.

— MaccCuBHBIH, 30JI0TO ¥ cepedpo, TOHKasT GuINrpanb, KAMHU: KPYITHEIE Ha LIEHTPaIbHOMN
BETKe, IIOMeJibue — Ha KpalHux. HamoMuHaeT CBEePHYTYIO B KOJIbLIO BETKY TEPHOBHUKA.

Py’HH 3a4Y€eM-TO COI'JIaCHO KMBHYJI ¥, HAKOHEIl, BHOBL YCTAaBHUJICA Ha cobeceIHUKOB.

— ITonarato, BeIuila CTOUT JOPOro, II03TOMY Bac 000UX OM0IeBAET KATHOCTb, —
6e3omubouHo yragan oH. — Ho 51 cerogus qoOphIit u n30aBiTio BAC 0T HEOOXOOUMOCTH AeaTh
CIIOXKHEIN BBIGOP. S XO0Uy 9TOT OIIEHHMK U HUYTO APYroe MeHs HUKOMM 00pa3oM He
YIOOBJIETBOPHUT. BEI XOTHUTE COXPAHUThL CBOM XXKU3HU U IPOHOIKATEL TOOHUPAThECS pa3boeM, KOIb
CKOPO UMIIEPATOP IIPENIIOUYnuTaeT BUOETh BaC CKOpee XKHUBLEIMH, YeM MePTBLIMHU. [lelaTh 3TO
0Ee3T0JIOBLIMH, COTTIACUTECH, OYIEeT HECKOJIBKO IPo0neMaTUYHo. [I09TOMY, MHEI Cle/laeM BOT
4TO: s MTOJIyYalo OIIeHHUK, MPSIMO ceryac. Bhl ocTaeTech XKUBLIMU ¥ HEBPEIUMBIMHU, U CO BCEM
OCTaJIbHEIM HOOPOM, KOTOPLIE IPUXBATHIIM BMECTE C OIIEHHUKOM. M He rOBOPUTE, YTO CTAPUHE
PyHHY He 3HaKOMO CJIOBO «IIEOPOCTh».

Kuupuc 130 Bcex CUII Hafesjlach, 4YTO pa3boHNKaM XBATUT yMa COTJIACUTHCS, IIOTOMY UTO
OHa, II0X0Xe, CcIejlazna Tak, YTO OT ero IPUBLIYHOM OecirabanIHoCcTy He 0CTaJIoCh U cliefia.
Bpsip v oH HACTPOEH yCIIBIMIATL «HEeT». A TO, Kak PyHH OTKMHYJICS Ha COMHKY CTyJa U
IIPUHSJICS pacKauyuBaThCA Ha HEM B3a-BIepel, 03HA4asio OJHO: OH YPEe3BLIYANHO 307I.



— Ilpunecu eMy Ty Belllb, — Opocun I'pub.
Kprica BrITapammiia ria3a u OTKpBUIA POT, U3-3a Yero ee KpacoTa pacTBOpuUiiack 6e3 ciena.
— TsI cepbe3HO0?! — 'POMKUM ILIETTOTOM CIIPOCHJIa OHa OTIIa.

— emnaii, KaK BeJIeHO — WJIX He IIPOCHU IIOTOM BHITAIIUTh Ce0S U3 METIH, JaXKe eCIIh
HacJlegHUK PEILINT B3AePHYTh TeOs y MeHs Ha rjia3ax.

Kphica ogHUM 3aJIIIOM OIIYCTOLINIIa COAEPKUMOe CBOeH KPYKKH, Pe3KO BCTasla, IePeBEePHYB
CTYJ — ¥ CKPHBIJIAch 3a ABepbhio. Kuupuc ¢ o61erdeHreM He3aMeTHO BHIIOXHYJIA. [loxoxe, Ha
9TOT pa3 BCce IIpoumeT riagko. Ho mpexkpae, yeM OHa ycIieja IIogyMaTh O 4YeM-TO ApyroM, PyHH
PEe3KOo BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH, B IBa IIPHLIKKA 0Ka3aJiCs Ha CTOJIE U IJIaBHO, C KAKOH-TO CafUCTCKON
HEXXHOCTBIO, BOTKHYJI CTUJIET B IPaBHIi r1a3 'puba. CBOOOIHON PYyKOH 3azKajl eMy POT, OTYETO
Pa300MHUK HAIOCIeA0K IOJaBUICS COOCTBEHHBIM ITPEACMEPTHBIM XPUIIOM.

— IIpocTy, HO B TBOUX yCiIyrax 0oJibllle HET HYKObl, — 63 HaMeKa Ha CoXKaJleHue,
«U3BUHUIICS» TEHEPOKAEHHBIN. MyK4YnHa JepHYJCS ellle mapy pa3 U HaBCerja 3aTuX. PyHH
yOpasn pyKy ¥ OOHUM KOPOTKUM PBEIBKOM BBIPBAJI CTUJIET, BEITEP €T0 0 PyOaIIKy MepTBelia u
ornsiHyncst Ha Kuupuc. — He Hagmo cMOTpeTh Ha MEeHsI, KaK Ha 4yoBHIIE, pac'Maa'pa.
HacTosimee gynoBuiile 0CTaIoCh foMa ¥, BIIOJIHEe BO3MOXKHO, IIPSIMO celfiyac TpaxaeT CBOIO
HEBECTYIIKY.

Kunupuc nopasinace, gepxKach 3a CTOJIEIIHUITY 06enMu pyKaMu. MepTBoe Teno pa3boiHuKa
0CeJI0 Ha CTYJIe U ero I'ojIoBa C TPOMKUM CTYKOM OITyCTHUJIaCh Ha CTOJIELIHUITY. Bokpyr
CTPEMUTEJIFHO PACIIOI3aioCh IJITHIIEBOE TSITHO KPOBU.

— OHU XKe COTJIaCWINCH Ha TBOU yCJIOBUS, — mpobopmoTana Kuupuc.

— HepocraTouHo GbicTpo. £, 3HaeWb 11, BOOOIe He OTINYaloCh OCOOLIM TEPIIEHUEM, U
MIPEANOYUTAI0 JeflaTh TaK, YTOOBI CjlaBa 00 3TOM MOEM MaJIeHbKOM IIOPOKE PaCIPOCTPAHsIIaCh
TMOBCEMECTHO. JTO MHOTOE€... YIIPOIaeT, KOrfa Ha IyTH MOSBJISIETCS KTO-TO, KTO MOXKET [aTh
MHe TO, 4TO 51 x0uy. Korma anbTepHaTUBOM HETOCTYIIIaHNWI0 CTaHOBUTCSI CMEPTH, TTIEPEr0BOPHI
Ccpa3y CTAHOBSTCSI KOPOTKUMHU M II0 CYIIECTBY.

B ux KOpOTKHUY pa3roBOp BMellajcCs 3BYK pPaclaxHyTOU OBEPU U TPOMKUM KE€HCKUU KPHUK.



I'TaBa yeThbIpHaaaTast

IMpexpe, yem Kuupuc ycnena noHATh, 94To mpoucxoaut, Kprica 6pocunacs Ha PyHHa. Betp,
KOTOPYIO OHa IIpUHEeCIa, C 'POX0OTOM yaapusiach 00 II0JI, B IPYTroll pyKe IeBYOHKU yiKe
omlepuics KuHxan. Kunpuc oTupsinyna, u ¢ youBJIeHHEeM 00HapyzKuia, 4TO HajieTela CIIMHOMN
Ha cteHy. CTpaHHO, KOMHAaTa Ka3ajach Kyna 6osieirie, HO Bu3r KphIck Kak OyOTO 3acTaBul
CTEHBI COIBUHYTHCS.

IIpexne yeM OeBUYOHKA yCIesia XOTs Obl IOMLITAaThCS HAHECTH yaap, PyHH erko, Kak 6ynTo
WUTpajl, HEIPHYJ ed oM PYKy, IpuXKaj K cebe ¥ OOHUM KOPOTKUM OBUXKEHUEM CBepHYJ Kprice
mrero. A TOTOM pa3szKajl pyKu, Ope3riuBO 0CBOOOXKAASACEH OT Tejla. Kprica cBaymuiack K €ro
HOTaM M B ee OCTeKJIeHeBIIeM B3risage Kuupuc yBunesna coOCTBEHHOE H3YBEUEHHOE
oTpaxenue. Kak OynTo ee caMy IpOIIyCTUIN Yepe3 KaMeHHYI0 IPOOUIIKY, a II0TOM Koe-KakK
cobpasu 1o KycKaM.

Boru, 9T0 BCce MPOUCXOOUT Ha CAMOM [ee?

PyHH nopgxBaTui opyxKue OeBYOHKHU U Moda Opocun ero Kuupuc. KpoBoxkagHasi mepHyJia ee
DPYKY BIIEpef, JIOBKO ITo¥MaJia KMHXKaJl 3a PYKOSTh U B3BeCHJIa Ha JIaJlOHU.

— MHe Hy’KHa TBOsI IOMOIIIb, IITAIIKa, — BECEILIM I'OJIOCOM, OyITO UX KOMITaHUIO HE
pa30aBisiyii LEeJIBIX ABa CBEXKUX TPYIa, CKa3alnl PyHH — M B KOMHATY BTOPI'CS TapaH
4eI0BeYeCKUX TeJl.

Kunpuc He cobupanachk IIyckaTb OpyzKHe B XOf, OHa BOoOIIe He cobupanachk MPUHUMATh
y4acTHs B eT0 KPOBOXKAHO-06CCMBICTIEHHBIX UTPAX, HO YV OJHOM U3 ee UIOCTAacel Ha Cell cueT
MMENoCh CBoe MHeHue. Y ueM 60oJibllle MEMPUTHHA COIIPOTUBISIIACE ee ITOTPEOHOCTH
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh Tejo, TeM Oosble KpoBoxKamHas MOAYUHSIA KaKablH ee mar. [loka PyHH B
OOWHOYKY OTOMBAJICS OT AeCsTKa pPa30oiHuKOB, Kumpuc npourpasna cOOCTBEHHOMY OEMOHY.

Kaxk u Bcerga, korma CKoBaHHBIE IIONYUHSIN €€ Tejlo, CTouIo KpoBoKagHOM 3alloIyduTh
BJIACTh, OJi caMoi Kumpuc melCcTBUTENbHOCTD IIPEBPATUIIACh B BAJIOTEKYIINM BA3KUM IIOTOK. B
HeM oHa 6apaxTasiach B CIaOBIX ITOMBITKAX KOHTPOJIUPOBATE XOTh YTO-HUOYIb.

«IIpocmo paccaabbca u no3eob eli 0esamb Mo eOUHCMBEHHOe, YMo OHA yMeem Oes1amb
X0powo — nompowume», — nocoBeToBasna Coba3HUTENbHULIA. BOT YK KTO HU KaIllJid HE
IepexXuBa o poucxonsaiieM. B camoMm ferne, a ¢ yero Obl elf mepexxuBaTh? Ee coOCTBEHHOE
TEJI0 JaBHO MEPTBO, a Y4aCTh IIPOBECTH BCIO XKU3Hb B POJIH 3aIlI€PTOTO0 B Yy3KOU T'OJIOBE
rmapasuTa efBa JIM MOXKHO Ha3BaTh PafyKHOM.

KpoBozkagHasi OTKHHYJIa BOJIOCHL C JIUIA, OCKAIMIACh U C HU3KUM 3BEPHUHEIM PEHIKOM GPOCHIIAch
B caMylo rymy noenguHka. Kuupuc u papa 6sl1a OB 3aKpHITH I'JIa3a, HO He Morna. Korma ee
PYKOH CKOBaHHas BCIIOposa OGPIOX0 OMHOMY M3 HalafaBIINX, ¥ eTro TeIlIas KPOBb 000XKTIJIa ee
KoxXxy, KpoBoxkanmHasi OKOHUYATEIBHO BHIPBAJIACh U3-I101 KOHTPOJIst. OHa 3aBenach Tak CUIBHO,
Tak 6e3ymepKHO MCKajla HOBYIO JKEPTBY, UTO 9TOT a3apT He MOT He 3aTPOHYTh U caMy Kuupuc.
B cBOMX MBICIISIX OHA 3aKPHIIa JIUIO JIaSOHSIMHU, yroBapuBasi ce0si He CIIHIIATh U He BUAETD, HO
3amax KpPOBH U CHaBJIeHHbIE KPUKY YMUPAOIIUX IIPOCAYUBAIUChH B HYTPO CKBO3b KOXKY GyATO
OBSBOJIbCKAs oTpaBa. Cepplle MemJIEHHO U I'POMKO YAapsIoch o pebpa. Kuupuc gaxe Hagano
Ka3aThbCsl, YTO ellle HECKOIBKO TAKUX TOJTYKOB — U OHO IIPOJIOMUT TPYAHYIO KIIETKY, BHIPBETCS
HapyxXKy cBOOOmOII0OMBOY ITUITEH.

[Tpo1o MeHbIIIe MUHYTH, @ OT JKeJIaloIINX OTOMCTUTD 3@ CMEPTh I'JlaBapsi U ero JO4YKU
OCTaJIUCh JINITb Oe3bIXaHHbIE Tejla Ha 0JTy. Kuumpuc paccesiHHO CKOJIb3UJIa B3TJIIA0M I10
TpyInaM, KOTOPhEle — 3TO HeJIb3s OBIIO He MPU3HAaTh — ObUIM YOUTHL C afiCKOM TOUYHOCTHI0. YTO
K, TI0 KpaliHe# Mepe, HU OOWH U3 HUX He MyYHJICS IIepef] CMePTHIO, 3aKUMasi B KyJlaKe
COOCTBEHHBIE BHYTPEHHOCTH.

— CrnaBHa4 ITalllka, — COUBIIKUMCS, HO elre 0ojiee co0JIa3HUTEIBHBIM I'OJIOCOM, [TOXBaJINII
PyHH, morjisigeiBasi Ha CBOIO HallaPHUITY M3-TI0 OKPOBABIEHHOM Yyenku. CMa3aHHBIM
OBUKEHUEM OTKUHYJI BOJIOCHI C JTUIa, 0OHAaXKasi POCCHITL KPACHBIX KalleJib Ha IIPaBoU IIEKe.
Yyxkas KpOBb CMOTpejiach Ha HeM... KaK U3EICKaHHOe YKpallleHue.

— CnmmkoMm 6sIcTpo, — ronocoM Kuupuc mpoBopuana KpoBoxkangHasi, pa3risagbiBast
CTeKalolllie C KJIMHKA TsKeJible pyOuHOBREIE Kamau. MelipuTuHa OyKBaIbHO YyBCTBOBAJla €€
pa3oyapoBaHUe U3-3a TOTO, YTO MOTEeXa 3aKOHYUJIAaCh HAMHOTO PaHbIle, YeM UIIOCTACh €10



HacCHITHJIach. — 3Iech Bce TaKue OecxpebGeTHEIe TPYCHl UMM 3a CTeHOU xubaphl Hac XKOeT
IPOJOJIKEeHUue?

— TaMm KeHIIWHE U OEeTH, ¥ HECKOIbKO JIECATKOB MOJIOMYUKOB, KOTOPHIE eIlle MOTYT OBITH HaM
TIOJIe3HEBI, — MOXKAaJ IyledyaMu PyHH. — YBepeHa, YTO XOUYeIllb YTOJIUTh KaXKAy KPOBBIO
HEBHHHBIX MJIafEHIIEeB?

— Tedy Ha TEOH.

KpoBoxkagHasi MeTHyIach B3TJISIIOM K yKpallleHnto, Ho HacnenHUK TeHU olepenus ee: HOCKOM
carora IOAUeNnu OIIeHHUK, IOAOPOCUTI €€ B BO3OYX U C JIETKOCTHIO IIOMMasl CBOOOIHOM PYKOH.
OH c HeIOyMEeHUEM TIOBEPTEJI Ta9PH TaK U 37aK, Kak OyATO BEIMCKUBAJI B HEM YTO-TO
ocobenHoe. [ToToM ImoMaxa OUIENHUKOM IIPSIMO Iepen HocoM Kuupuc.

— OTO U €CTh Ta caMasi Belllb?

MeiipuTuHa KUBHYJIa — ¥ 3aTonKasia KpoBoxkagHyio oOpaTHO. ITocie myTh U He IIOJIHOTO, HO
HaCHIIIEHN CBOEeU eQUHCTBEHHOU CTPACTH, Ta CTajla 3aMeTHO CIIOKOMHEee U IIOYTHU He
compoTtusnsainack. Ho B cinenyromuii pa3 ee CBOEHPaBHOCTb MOXKET 00epPHYTLCS ITOTepPen
TIOJIHOTO KOHTPOJiA. BO3MOXKHO, IpoHaeT He TaK MHOTO BpeMeHH, 1 oHa, Kuupuc, craseT ToM,
YTO CUOUT U HabJII0gaeT, MOKa OHA U3 CKOBAHHBIX HAC/IaXkaaeTcsi 0e3rpaHUYHOM BIACThIO HAL
ee TEeJIOM.

— OTO MO¥ TaspH, — oTrBeTuia Kunpuc u 6pocuia KMHKAJ, CJIOBHO SITOBUTYIO TaANHY,
KOTOpasi HEeBECTh OTKYy[la B3siJIach B ee KyJlake.

— BHITJIIAUT DOPOTOi, — OH B3BECUJI OLIEHHUK Ha JIaOHU, — YEPTOBCKHU TSAKEJIOH
6e3menymkoil. HaBepHOE, HOCHUTDH €T0 He TakK yXK JIETKO.

— Mao IpusiTHOTO, — COTJlacujlaCh MEMPUTHUHA, JIMXOPAA0YHO AyMas Haf TeM, KakK Obl
palybemuTh TEHEPOKIEHOTO 3aKOBATh B 9TY HEHABUCTHYIO BEIIb €€ 11ei0. — YTO ThI
coOupaemnIbCs C HUM [eJiaTh?

— Pa3Be 9T0O He 0o4eBUIOHO?

«Kax mosavko oweliHuk cHoga byoem Ha mebe — mbul CHOB8A nomepsewbs C8s3b C meypauel, —
HanmoMHuna CobnmasuuTenbHUIla. — Tuk-mak, Kuupuc, muk-mak... IToka mel Kopduwb u3 cebs
0CKOpb/IeHHYI0 HeBUHHOCMb, yWwacmbuill nooxodum ece baudce».

B camoMm gene — PyHH cIeian HECKOJIBKO IIAaroB 10 HallpaB/IeHUIO K Hell, ¥ Tellepb OHU
CTOSITIA TaK GJIM3KO, YTO €ro JIMYHBIN 3arax 3arjIyIuil COJIeHyI0 BOHb KPOBU. TPU CaMbIX
KPYIIHBIX KaMHSI B OT'0JIOBhE Ta’spHa MOOJIeCKUBAIIY 3JI0BEIINM (PHOIeTOBEIM CBETOM, KaK OyaTo
penynpexXaanyd He BBI3bIBAThCA B CIIOpP: «IIyCTh y2Ke OJeHEeT 3TOT IPOKJISATHIN OIIEeMHUK,
TIIOTOMY YTO €CJIM THI CKaXKelllb eMy HeT celiuac, MOXKelIb 3alIPOCTO IOMOJIHUTE KOMIIaHUIO
MEPTBEIIOB Ha IIOJIy>».

— 41 He X04y CHOBa HOCHUTH ero, — npobopMoTana Kuupuc. — 3TO CIOBHO... IOYYBCTBOBAThH
BKYC CBOOO[IEL, @ IOTOM yMEePETE.

— Hy MEHs HUKOI'la He JepP2KaJIh Ha LIeIIN, HO, I10JjIaralo, 4 IOHMMal O 9Y€M ThI. — PYHH
IIpOoaoI2Kajl IOUTI'PEIBAThH OIIIEMHUKOM, HO He IpenrpuHuMall IIOIIBITOK 3aKJIENMUTh UM €€ IIel0.

«OH daem mebe waHc nepeybedums ez20, 0ypa!» — B3BUIAach KpoBokamHas.

ITocne KpoBaBOTO pa3BiieveHUs ee BO30YKIOEHUE BCe elre IeKoTano Kunpuc HepBH U
IyJIbCUPOBaso nmofx Koxeli. [la, KpoBoxkanmuas ipaBa: PyHH melicTBUTENBHO KakK OyIOTO
UCITBITHIBAET €€, XKJET, Ha YTO OHA OKAXKeTCs CIocoOHa pagy MPU3PAYHOTO IIIaHCa BEPHYTH
cebe X0Ts OBl YaCTh CUJIBL.

— TonbKO BUOUIIL JTH... 0€3 OLIEeMHUKA Thl IPEBPAIAeIbCs B YTO-TO TaKOe, UTO sI CaM He B
COCTOSIHUM TMOHSTE. M1 TBOM MOCTYIKHU TaK Ke HelpenckKalyeMbl, KakK ¥ MOXKOb 3UMOii. YeCTHO
TOBOPSI, 5T HE BUXKY HU €QUHON IIPUYUHEI OCTABISIThH TEOSI B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM, TeM GoJjiee, 4TO
MBI 3HaeM, KakK OHO Ha PYKY KOpOJieBe-MaTePH.

— [atiH oTOMII V Hee XKejlaHue BocCTaHaBiauBaTh OCKOJIOK.



IIpaBma Oniyta B TOM, 4TO Kuupuc caMa He Bepuia B TO, YTO FOBOpHJIa. MOr 11 ITOBEPUTH PyHH?

— CyIecTBy€eT JIUIIb OJUH CII0CO0 B YeM-TO pa3y0eouTh CCYKy bepraty — yOuTh ee. —
HacmegHuK KocTel Ioq0pOCHJI OMIEeHHUK Ha NafOHU — U IPUCTETHYJI ero K mosicy. — Bumguimb
7Y, TITAIKa, JeJI0 B TOM, UYTO MHE, B HEKOTOPOU CTEIEHU TOXKe Ha PYKY, YTOOHI THI BHIIIIA U3-
IOJ KOHTPOJIsA. BO3MOXKHO, KOTZa TH CTaHEIIb HEYIIPABJISIEMOH U He MTOOUYUHSIEMOH, PIOoM
OKaXeTCsI KTO-TO... KTO CTOUT Ha MOEM ITIyTH.

«[13UH?» — MEICJIEHHO crupocuia Kuupuc. Xoa000K cTpaxa MIOIO0JI3 10 I03BOHOYHUKY,
BOTKHYJICSI KyOa-TO B 3aTHIJIOK, BEITPABJIMBAS U3 T'OJIOBHI BCE MPOYKME MBICITH, KPOME OIHOM:
PyHHY MCKan Ta3pH BOBCE HE [JI TOT0, YTOOB «yCMUPUTH» ee cuny. OH coOMpaeTcs CIpsTaTh
Ta’pH — ¥ NOACYHYTH ee OpaTy, Kak OTPaBy.

MetipuTuHa CriIOTHYyIIA.

— ToI HOHSITHST HE UMEeIllb, C KaKMMU CUJIaMHU UTrpaellb, HacnemHKYM TeHU, — Ompenynpenunsia
OHa, IPEKPaCHO 3Has, 9YTO PyHH He U3 TeX, KTO IPUCIYIINBAETCS K CJIOBaM PaOBIHU.

OH moragumi ee IO IeKe, BEIyKUBasA U3 KPOBU KUUPHC OTT0JI0CKM KPOBABOT'O a3apTa ee
0e3yMHOI uoctacu. KpoBoxKamHOoM OBIJIO IJIeBaTh Ha TO, YTO TEHEPOXKOEHHBIN TOMBKO YTO
dakTrYecky TpU3HAJICS B 3aMBICIIEe YOUTh MMIIepaTopa, KpoBoxkagHasi TBEPHO PeInusia, 9YTo
9TOU HOYBIO, I'le OBl CYMEPKM UX He 3aCTajll — B CefJjie, B CTOT'Y CEeHa WJIM Ha JIOMIaguHON
TIOTIOHE — OHA OTHACTCS 3TOMYy MyXKYHHE BOIPEKHU KenaHusMm camou Kuupuc. OcTaBanoch
OOHO: MCIIOJIb30BATh ITOT IIAHC YTOOBI YKPACTh TadpH. M YHUYTOXKUTE OLIEWHUK A0 TOTO, KaK
HacnepgHuK TeHU OOHAPYKUT IIPOIaXxKy ¥ IIOKBUTAETCSI C BODOBKOM TEM eNUHCTBEHHLIM
c1oco60M, KOTOPHBIHM MCIIOTE30BaJ CO BCEMHU, KTO UMEJI HEOCTOPOIKHOCTD €T0 PAa303JIUTh.

«Kaxcemca kmo-mo nepedy;vlaﬂ y6ueamb wvmepamopa?» — MYDPJIBIKHYJIa CO6Ha3HI/ITeJ'IbHI/IHa.
«Kaxcemcsa, kKmo-mo 6ecxpe6emHoe cywecmeo», — IIogXBaTUJla KpOBO}KaJIHaH.

Kuupuc ynbiOHy1ach: €CIU BCE MOTYYUTCS, U €CJIU CIIYYHUTCS YyH0 U OHA OCTAHeTCS KUBA...
€CTb elle OOWH CI0oco0 ITOKOPUTH UMITEPHIO, He yOUBas YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM ee co3marl.

«Hanpumep?» — 3auHTepecoBanochk KpoBoxkamHas.

«Cmae umnepampuueti, 3mo e o4esudHo», — OOOOPUTENILHO YIBIOHYTach
Co06a3HUTEIbHUIA, ¥ BIEPBHE B XKU3HKU KUUpuc Io9yBCTBOBAJa, YTO B 9TOM OHU OYyOyT
3a00HO.



I'’maBa maTHagumaTasi

U3 mepeBHU Pa30OMHUKOB OHU ye3xKaju B rpoboBoi TuinnHe. Kunpruc HeEMHOTO omacajack, 4YTO
KTO-TO 00s13aTeIbHO IIePeroponuT UM IIyTh, 3aX0YeT OTOMCTHUT 3a PEe3HIO, KOTOPYIO YCTPOUIU
HacnegHuk TeHU U ee COOCTBEHHAS PYKa, XOTh B TOT MOMEHT €10 PYKOBOAHUIIO Yy¥K0e
co3HaHme. Ho MHCTMHKT CaMOCOXpaHeHUs KaK BCerfa B3sJI BePX Hall YyBCTBOM MECTH U
CHIIPaBeNJIMBOCTY — HU OIUH XKUTEJb II0CeIKa He BCTan y HUX Ha nyTu. Ha done ee
COOCTBEHHOM HECITOCOOHOCTH COBEPIIUTE 3aBeIlaHHOE IPEegKaMu IPAaBOCyAue, UX TTOBEJEHNE
KasaJioch Oosee, ueM omnpaBmaHHbEIM. Kpome Toro, Kuupuc 6ni1a yBepeHa, 9To elle ogHa
3ary0JieHHas HU 3a YTO KM3Hb OKOHYATETbHO YHUYTOXKUT OCTAaTKH ee camoobnamaHusi. B
TOJIOBE [0 CHUX IIOP CTOSIJIM 00pa3bl MEPTBEIIOB, B KOTOPHIX PyHH C MCTUHHBIM HaCJIaXKIEHUEM
IIOTPOLINUTENIS IIpeBpalia XKUBHIX JTI0Ie.

— Onu ObLTH pa300MHUKaMU, TOJI0BOPe3aMu, — cKa3aji HacnegHUK TeHU HEMHOTO ITOTOMS,
KOT[Ia IToCeleHre 0CTaloCh MajeKo I03al, a Ha YepHbIe KPOHEI JepeBheB HallojI3alia HouHast
TbMa. — Bpsig ¥ XOTh KTO-TO U3 HUX HE 3aCiIyKuBaJjl cobaubeil cMepTu. CKaxkeM Tak, 5 ellle
crenajl UM OIOJIKeHMe, IIOTOMY 4TO [[9MH HUKOIa He JapUT TaKUM JII0ASM OBICTPYIO CMEPTE.
TeMm GoJiee C OPYKUEM B PYKeE.

Ha sTo Knuupruc 651710 COBEpPIIEHHO Heuero Bo3pa3uTh. [la, OHU 3aciIyKUBalld CMEPTH, BHE
BCSIKOT'O COMHeHUsI. M ecyiu GBI HE MaCTEPCTBO TEHEPOXKIEHHOT0, MepTBa Onlyta OBl OHA.

— MHe Ka3aJoch, Tl CKa3all, YTO 3THU JIIOOU HYXKHHI [[31HY.

— Brutu HyxHHL. Temeps HalgeT Opyrux. Kak 3To 0OBIYHO U ciiydaeTcs. I'0JI0BOpe3bl — OHU
KaK KPBICHI, TITAIlIKa. X HEBO3MOKHO BHIBECTHU ITOJTHOCTHIO, HO MOXKHO CHeIaTh TaK, YTOOL OHU
HayaJlu IPUHOCUTD XOTh KaKyIO-TO IOJIL3y. ['TaBHOE He 3a6hIBaTh MPOBOAUTE TPABIIIO, KOTAA
TIOT0JIOBhE CTAHOBUTHCS 0O0JIbIIle HEOOXOOIUMOT0 MaKCUMYyMa.

PyHH BBITTISIIEN IOTHOCTHIO 0€3pa3IMYHbIM, HO 3aMEeTHO YCIIOKOMJICS, KaK Oy[TO pacipaBa
YTONHUJIA €eTro XKaXay KPoBU. B 9TOM oHM ¢ HUM OBLIM O CMEITHOTO TOX0XKHU, C TOH JIUIIh
pas3HuIlel, YTO B OyIITy HAacJIegHUKA He IMOACaXkKUBaJIu 4yzK0e CO3HaHue, obJiagatoIiee
CcOOCTBEHHOM BOJIEH ¥ HM Ha MTHOBEHHEe He IpeKpalllalolee MOMBITKYA B3ATh BJIaCTh B CBOU

DVKH.

— Tebe HOHpaBI/ITIOCB? —B CTyIIQIIUuXCd CyMepKax ero CBeTHO-Cepe6pHHbIﬁ B3rjisag CBepPKall
KaKHUM-TO IEMOHUYECKUM TI0OO0IIBITCTBOM.

— Mue — HeT. Ho pa3Be Te0s1 uHTEpPECYET MOE MHEHUE?

— MeHs MHTepecyeT TaK MHOTO Belllel, pac'Maa'pa, YTO eCJiM 1 Ha4YHYy IePedYmnCyIsiTh, MbI
BEPHEMCS B 3aMOK paHbIIle, Y4eM UCCIKHET CIIUCOK.

— A MBI BEPHEMCHA B 3aMOK? — KI/II/IpI/IC HanesalaCh, 4YTO He BhIgaJla CBOEIrO BOJIHEHUS, U,
MOX0Xe, MPeyCresna B 9TOM.

— He ceropiHs, TITalllKa, s IJIOX0H MTapeHb, HO OePKY CBOE CIIOBO.

OHU BBIEXAIU U3 JIeca yKe B MOJHBIX CyMepKax. B 6e3TyHHOM HOYM WX TPOBOJHUKAMU OBLIH
CMa3aHHbIe SI3LIKY IJIaMeHH Ha (akesiax eoyliux BIepeau BCagHUKOB. CBEePHYIU HAaJIeBO — U
moexasiy IIPoYb OT BUOHEIOIUXCS Ha TOPU30HTE CTEeH Mepona. Kuupruc Ha MTHOBEHHUE
TI0Ka3ajioCh, YTO OTTyHa pa3facs OOJITUM IIPOTSIXKHBINA BOH, HO ...

— Tyt Henopmaneky ecTb TOPOAUIIKO TOA Ha3dBaHueM KpacHast sma. Becbma Musnoe mecte, tebe
TIOHPABUTCS, — IIepebuIl ee NOMBITKY YCAbIaTh PyHH. — B TaMomHeM ny6IuYHOM goMe
BEJIMKOJIEIHEIE KyPTU3aHKU.

— Twl Be3emb pac'Maa'py B nyonugsbsii qom? — Korma Kuupuc Hadasa BepUTh, YTO YOUBUTH
ee Gosnnblite HeyeM, HacnemHUK TEHM CHOBAa BCEe II€PEBEPHYJI C HOT Ha I'0JIOBY.

— Tlouemy TebOs 3TO Tak youBisieT? XOTs, 3HAEIb, T BOBCE He COOMPAIOCh TOBOJIbCTBOBATHCS
oO0begkKaMu, B KOTOPHIX ITOOKIBaia moOpas MOoJI0OBMHA I'BapAeillieB UMIIepcKoi apmuu. Ho, yBEI,
9TO €MWHCTBEHHOE NIPUJINYHOE 3aBefIeHNe Ha MUJIU BOKPYT, TAe KPOBAaTH HE CKPUMSIT U HET
PHCKa NOOXBAaTUTh BIIIH.



IIa yX, B cCaMOM [Iejie «MHUJIOe MeCTO>.

Iopora 3aHsIa ellle KAKOe-TO BpeMsi, HO K TOMy BpeMeHH, KaK OHU OKa3aJIuCh Ilepeq
KpPENKUMM KaMeHHBEIMHU CTeHaMu, KUMPHC yTOMUIach HACTOJIBKO, YTO KIeBaja HOCOM U
MedTasa He O MOXUIIEHUN TaspHA, a O IIOCTENIU U MongymKe. He CIUIITKOM XOpOIIlee MOACIOPhe
B IIPEACTOSIIIEM MEPOIPUSITHH.

TyT PyHHa 3HaNMM gake ropoficKre CTPaXXHUKM, [IOTOMY YTO UX BIIYCTHUJIM He 3amaBast JIMITHUX
BOIIPOCOB, XOTh Ha BCaJHUKAX He ObIJI0 HUKAaKWX OMO3HaBaTEJIbHEIX 3HAKOB U TeM 6ojiee
TIOJIOKEHHOTO B TAKUX CIIy4asX IITaHAapTa ¢ repobom.

3a creramu KpacHoU SME TOPOACKas XKU3Hb IaBHO pPacTeKJach 10 JoMaM U 3aKOyJIKaM.
MorreHHbBIE TOOUTHIM KMPIIUYOM YIIMLEL OBITIM I'OCTEIIPUUMHO IIYCTHIHHBIMU, U Kuupuc, ¢
MoI4anuBoro corjacus HacnegHuKa TeHUM, CKUHYJIa KamoMIoH. OHM MUHOBAIU TOPTOBYIO
nomanb, 3axJIaMJIEHHYI0 IIyCTHIMU TOPTOBEIMU ITPUIaBKaMU, CBEPHYJIU OKOJIO JIaBKHU
CTEKOJIbIIMKA U, IIPOEXaB ellle ITapy KBapTalioB, OKa3a/IuCh epef HENPUTIAOHEIM CEPhIM
3manueM. Ero eqUHCTBEHHBIM yKpallleHneM Obljla KOBaHHAS ABEPH U BHIBECKA B BUIIE TOPSIIETO
CTpy4YKa KpPacHOTO Ileplia, Ha KOTOPOM BUTHEeBaTHIMM OyKBaMU 3HAYUJIOCh Ha3BaHUe:
«[lepunnKa».

— Ouensb opuruHanabHo. — Kunpuc no3ssonuna cebe penuky nepern TeM, Kak PyHH noMor el
criemuThcsi. OH HapO4YHO 3afepKall PyKy Ha ee TallM, Ha MUT IIPUABUHYB K cebe Tak TeCHO,
4TO BHIAABUII U3 rpyau Kuupuc octaTku gbixaHusI. — Pa3Be HaM He CTOUT IIpexKAe 3aliTu
BHYTpPB?

— Bynb M0s Bosis, s Ol B3sJ1 TeOsI IPSIMO Ha JIoUIagy, — OCKJIabuscs oH.

— He yBepeHa, 4T0 9Ta xopoiiag unes, Pyan. — Ona no3Bonuia KpoBoxkanHoi pyKOBOOUTE €€
OeWCTBUSIMH, U Ta, He MellKasi, 00Buia pykamu Ireto Hacnenravka TeHu. Mx ryGsl 0Ka3anuch B
co0Ia3HUTEILHOM [JIs Iollenyst 6/1M30CcTH. — MHe HyKHa ropsdas Bofa, MsATrKas IIeHa, Macllo.
ITonoTeHne B 9TOT HAOOP HE BXOOUT.

IIpexpe yeM OH yCIeJl OTpearupoBaTh, 0OUEeBUOHO NIPUSATHO VOAUBIEHHEIN ee peakiuel, Kuupuc
OTOIBUHYNAch. PYHH pacTsiHY I'yObI B IIJIOTOSITHOU YIIBIOKE.

— Bce, 4TO 3ax0yels, IITAIlKa, Pa3 YK HaAIIK JXXeJIaHWS TaK UaeabHO COBIIAAaloT.

BHYTpHM uX B3si7I1 B IIJIEH 3allaX¥ JIaBaHObl U 3€MJITHUKH. ['yCcThle apoMaTsl oKyTanu Kunpuc,
CJIOBHO HEBECOMEIH IIJIalll, OMTHOBPEMEHHO U yCIIOKauBasi — M Oyfgopaka CTPaHHLIe KeJIaHus.
Her, 3m0ech onipefieIeHHO eCTh ellle YTO-TO, KaKoK-To adponmu3rak, KOTOPHIM pacueTIuBas
X03sMKa IMOAMEeIINBaeT B Macja [AJjIsl apoMaiaMIl. BEITSXKKa U3 KOPHS IMOJTYHOYHOM POCHI MU
MAacJI0 KOCTOYEK CEeapXUMCKUX I0I0K. DTUM NPEMYAPOCTSIM HacTaBHULIE U3 Kepaka oOyyanu
BCEX IEeBYIIIeK. 3HaTh, YEM U KaK ITOBIIHUSATh Ha IIOXOTh CBOET0 I'OCIIOMHA OHIJIO TaK K€ BaxKHO,
KaK M YOOBJIETBOPUTH 3Ty CaMyIO ITIOXO0Th. MHaYe X03IUH MOXKET PEIIUTh, YTO UTPYIIKA eMy
HACKyd4uJia U, 4ero nobporo, n36aBUTLCS OT Hee, YTOOBI 3aBECTU HOBYIO.

Xo03gUKOM OKa3ajlach MOJIOMAs JKEHIWHA C IePEBI3bI0 Ha Ty1a3y. I1o IIeTuKy ee majableB BCe
CBOOOMHEIE MEBOUYKY — Ilefiasi CTaliKa IITHUI] B IIECTPOM OIlepPeHbe KPOXOTHBIX KIIOYKOB OfIeXK b
— CTeKIuCh K PyHHY, n3o0paxkas TpemneT U BOCTOPT. BrrpodyeM, mocie 6erioro u3ydeHust ux
nuil, Knupuc Hallljla paJoCTh COBEPIIEeHHO NCKPeHHell. B Te HeMHOTHe MOMEHTEI, Korga PyHH
M03BOoJIsLI cebe cMeJible JIaCKH, eMy yhaBaJloCh 3aCTaBUTh ee cepile OUThCs ORICTPee, a 9TO
KPacHOPEYHBO CBUIETEILCTBOBAIO O €Tr0 YMeHuU o0pamaThCs ¢ XKeHmuHou. U cyas mo
KOJINYECTBY YIIBIOUUBLIX ¥ XKOYIITUX BHUMaHHS OEBYIIEeK, MHOTUM M3 HUX IIeperaa qoJIsl 3TOT0
MacCTepCTBa.

— Hacneguuk TeHU. — Mapgam IOKJIOHUIIACh 1"J'Iy6OKO U IIOYTEHHO, HUCKOJIBKO He CMYyIIasiCh,
YTO B €€ HU3KOM [JEKOJIbTE BRITTIAOBIBAIOT Kpas OPeO0JIOB TEMHO-KOPHUYHEBEIX COCKOB. —
ITo3BoNbE MHE BEIPA3UTH PAAOCTh I10 CJIIy4Yadl0 TBOETO BU3KWTa B HAllle CKPDOMHO€E THUX0€ MEeCTEYKO.

PyHH MUMOJIETHO II011e/I0Ball el pyKy, OHOBPEMEeHHO HeOpeKHO Iorjlaxkusas 6enpo
MIPUIIUITHYBIIEN K HeMY OPIOHETKH C SIPKO-TOyOBIX IIapoBapax W OOIIUTON Pa3HOIBETHEIMU
CTEKJISIIIKaMU KOPOTKOM TYHUKE.

— CkpoMHOe u Tuxoe? — TeHepOoXKIeHBIHI BEITHYJI OPOBb. — £l TOYHO He OIINOCS agpecoM?
I[ToToMy 4TO €cli C MOMEHTa MO€ero IIOCJIeJHEer0 BU3KUTa BCe HaCTOJIbKO IIePeMEHUIOCH, 5,



IMOJKaIy#H, MOUIlY MeCTO, TIe TOPSIY0 ¥ Pa3BPaTHO.

MapaMm, TPUKPHIB JIUIIO0 BEEPOM, 3aCMesijlaCh — U OTOIIJIa B CTOPOHY, 6€3MOJIBHO IIpenaras
HaCJIEQHUKY pacIojiaraThCs, KakK eMy yaoOHo. Ee B3TIsaa cKOMb3HYJ no aully Kuupuc, 3atem
YCTaBUJICA Ha pora MeWpuTuHbl. OQHOTIA3yI0 CXKUPAIO JIIOO0TEITCTBO, HO OHA HE TOCMesa
MIPUCTABaTh C PACCIIPOCAMHU K YEJI0BEKY, HE OTIMYABIIEMYCS TEPIIEHUEM.

— 91 xouy Mo10 Mr0O6MMYI0 KOMHATy, — BEICKa3aJsl ImoxkejaHue PyHH. EMy XBaTHIO OOHOT O
B3rJIsiIa, YTOOBI MPOCTUTYTKU ITOCTOPOHUIINCE. [1ablibl TEHEPOXKIEHOT0 OOBUIIN 3aMsICThe
Kuupuc. — MHOro ropsiueit Bofbl 4 ocTporo msica. U eie pyKToB — MOS CIIyTHUIIA Ta €llle
ClagKOeXKa.

PyHH yBIeK CIyTHUIY Ha TPETHUH 3Tax, yCTPEeMUJICA B KOHEIl KOPULOopa, I'e UX yKe IomXKuman
My>KYWHA C OTPOMHOM CBSI3KOM Kitodyei. OH MOJT4a OTKPHIJI IBePb, 1 PyHH, nmoaxBaTtuB Kunpuc
Ha PYKH, 3aHEC ee BHYTPb.

ITepBoe, 4TO OHA yBHUAeEsa, Oblja IMIOMCTHHE HEBEPOSITHOIO Pa3Mepa MOCTEeb MO MPOCTHIM, HO
HuaeanbHO-0eTBIM MOKPHIBAJIOM. Tya-To TEHEPOXAEeHHBIN ee U OPOCUII, U TYT XKe yJIercs
CBEpPXY, )KECTKO IPOTAJIKUBAS KOJIEHO MEXKAy ee HOT. Kumpuc BHIAOXHYa Yepes3 HOC,
4yBCTBYysI, YT0 KpoBoKagHasi BOT-BOT 3aBOET OT IIPEABKYIIIEHHUS.

— MHe Bce ellle Hy>KHO CMBITh JOPOXKHYIO IbUIb... U KPOBb, — IpolnenTtana Kuupuc. Ero
IIPO3pavHbI¥ B3I OelCTBOBAJI, CJIOBHO 3ar0BOPEHHAas Belllb, OT KOTOPOU HEBO3MOXKHO
OTOPBAaThHCH.

— MHe ToXe, — Kyfa-TO el B IlIelo BeAoxHyT HacnegHuk TeHu. — Ho 3To He 03HavaeT, 4To g
He MOTY CIU3HYTh KpeM C BUIIHHU. B0IOCh, IITAIIKa, BUM TeOS C TEM KHMHIKAJIOM, BCKPHIBAIOIIYIO
TJIOTKY OYEepPEeIHOMY MOIOHKY, CIHUIIIKOM CUJIFHO MOAeCTBOBA Ha MOe BO30yXKIeHHUeE.

Kuupuc 3ampokuHyia rojioBy, ITO3BOJISISI €ero Ty6aM HaCTOMYWBO MMPOABUTATHCS BHIIIE, MO
caMoro yxa. PyHH MSITKO IPUKYCHUJI MOUYKY — U TYT JKe cXKaJl rybaMu MecTO YKyca, MSITKO U
MHOT'000€IIaroIe 10CackBas.

OHa mombITanach, IMIyTs, BBIBEPHYTHCS, HO PYHH Kpemnko mepxkajl ee. Kuupuc cTpenbHysa B
Hero HeropyloIuM B3riisimoM, Ho HacnenHuKy TeHu onpenesieHHO OBIJIO BCe PaBHO.

— PYHH — MeﬁpHTHHa COGI/IpaJ'IaCI: ellle Pa3 HAIlIOMHHUTB, 9YTO OHU TaK U OCTAJINCh
T'PA3HBIMHK, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT IIaJIBIBI HAaCJIeOJHHWKa KaK Pa3 OKa3aJIuCh Ha €e IrPyagu U ero
MATKHWE JIOBKHE IIOTI'TIaKNBaHUA IIOBEPX TKaHU BLIOUIIH U3 Hee BO3OYX.

— O0oxaro, Korfia Thl Ha3kIBAEIIb MEHSI 10 UMEHH, — MYPILIKHYJI OH, TPUIIOOHUMASCh Ha
JIOKTSX ¥ Pa3rjIsigblBasi ee C BULOM OXOTHUWKA, 3aaPKAaHUBIIET0, HAKOHEI, KeJIaHHYIO
moOrgy. — THI TOYHO He IIJIOJ MOEro BooOpaxkeHus? 4 Tak yacTo BuAes TeOsi BO CHE BOT
TaKyI0: IOA0 MHOM, C TOPSIIIUMH TJIa3aM¥, U3BHUBAIONIYIOCS U CIAAKO ITOCTAHBIBAIOIIYIO MO€E
WMSI, YTO TeIleph IIPOUCXOMsiilee KaxKeTCs MHE BCero JIMIIb OYepPeqHOM IITyTKOM CO3HaHUSI.

«[lali emy mo, ymo oH xouem, Mpycuxa, NOMoMy 4mo Oasice mem, y K020 Hem co6CmeeHHbIX
2/1a3 8uUOHO, YUMo amMom O/AUHHOYXUU KpAcd84yUK CAUWKOM 3deedeH, umobbl CNOKOUHO 8
KOmopblll pa3 NpuHAMb MEoe «Hem».

B nmpenynpexpenunu Co6la3HUTETbHUIIL ObIJIa BCS CYTh CETONHSIIHEN HOUn: PyHH He Oyis
TOT'O BBIBE3 €€ 3a TPUMEBSITH 3eMeJIb U3 3aMKa, YTOOHI TepIleTh IIpenupaTeibcTBa. Kpome Toro
— Yero yXx TaM! — mocJjie Bcero npou3oniefuiero, Iocjie KpoBaBoro asapra U 3anajna
KpoBoxxamHol, OHa 1 caMa Ohljia 3aBefieHa [0 IIpemesia. XOTs, KOTro ke OHa oOMaHBIBaeT? Bce
IeJyio B TOM, YTO 3[OeCh U cerdac...

«Ilastce He cmell 0 Hem Oymamb, uduomka, — yrpozxaioie npomumnena KposoxagHas, — He
menepb, Ko2da 8vl ¢ HacieOHUKOM MeHU, HAKOHely, xomume 00H020 U moz2o Jice!»

Kuuprc Ha MTHOBEHUe MIPUKPHIIA T'1a3a, HO PyHH TyT Ke HanmoMHUIMI 0 cebe.

— Xou4y, 4TOOBI THl CMOTpPE/ia Ha MeHs, — IIPUKa3aJjl OH C HeOOBIYHOM CEPhE3HOCTHIO B
TPO3payvyHO-CepPOM B3TIIsime. — MHe, 3Haelllb JIM, HPaBUTCS 0CO3HABAaTh, YTO, KOTHA S TPaxalo
OoYepemHyIo KPacOTKYy, OHa He BooOpakaeT Ha MOEM MECTEe OOHOTO MaJIOJIETHETO
IeBCTBEHHUKA.



OHa pacraxHyJia rjia3a — ¥ 3acTrajla TEHEPOXKIEHHOI'0 3a TeM, YTO OH CTSITHBAJ
OKPOBABJIEHHYIO COPOYKY Yepe3 ronoBy. Kumpuc B KOTOPEIH pa3 HEBOJIBHO 3a/II000Baiach
ITPEeKpPaCHBIM PUCYHKOM PYIITH Ha €0 Tejie: OPHAMEHT OFBIJT CJTOBHO CO3[aH [JIS TaKOT0, KakK
PyHH — OCTDEIM U B TO K€ BpeMs MSTKWM, BKpagUUBEIM, HO OIaCHBIN, KaK CIIy4auHbIH,
HaTlOJIHEHHLIN CMEPTEJIbHEIM S0M IIIUII B CEPAIle CaMOT0 IIPeKpacHoro 1seTka. Kuupuc He
yIepzKasach U Iorjiafuiia KPacHyI0 BUTHEBATYIO HUTh, XUTPOCIUIETEHHYIO CO CBOMUMHU YE€PHBIMU
u cpeOpucTHIMU cecTpaMu. HacnemHUK TeHU HIBLHIPDHYJ COPOUYKY Kyna-To cebe 3a CIIUHY,
TIPOCJIeNTI B3TJIAA0M 3a OBUXKEHUEM Najblla Kuuprc BOOJIb ero Ipenliedbs K JTOKTIO.

— OTKy@Ia OHU? — OHA OCTAHOBMJIACH OKOJIO IIJIeda, BOIPYT OCO3HAaB, YTO KaxKaoe
IIPUKOCHOBEHUE K €r0 TeJly PoXKIaeT B Hel clagKue UMIYJIbCH, CYJISIUe Tak MHOTO
HacJIaXXOeHusI, YTO BPS[ 1M OHA CMOXEeT MPOTUBUTHLCS UM CerogHsi. — MHe Ka3aloCh, PYIITH
He K JIUITy OTIIPBICKY 6JIaTrOPOIHOM KPOBH.

— Takoii mapIImBo OBIlE, Kak s, K JIUITy BCe, KpOMe CMePTH, — 0€33a60THO OTO3BAJICS OH.

— Pa3Be s mpomry Tak MHOT0? — OHa YOWBWUIACh, KAKUM CJIaKO-KAITPU3HEIM CTaJl BOAPYT €e
ronoc. — Bcero nume ogHY UCTOPHIO.

— OTO TSAKEeNno Ha3BaTh MPOCLO0M, — COTJIaCHUJICS TeHEPOXKIOEHHBIHN, a II0OTOM OOHUM PHIBKOM
3aCTaBUJI ee CeCcTh. — HO eCyiu TH JKeJaelrsb CIymaTh 6aiKu, TO TOTHa V2K Ha MOUX YCIIOBUSX.

OH GBICTPO PACIIHYPOBAJ €€ KOPCET, IIOTOM HeIBYCMBICIIEHHO MOTSHYJTI 32 Kpasi OJIy3KH.
Kuupuc momoriia eMmy, BHIHYB PyKH U3 pyKaBoB. Korgma Ha Hel ocTanach JIWIIh TOHKUH KITOYOK
TKaHM, NIPUKPHIBAIOWINY I'pyab, PYHH BOPYT epecTas yae0aTbcsa. ETo B3T/IsII CKOIB3UII TI0 €€
1ree W TPyOH, U3peika HeJIBYyCMEICTIEHHO 3afieBasi MPSIXKKY PEeMHS.

— Tebe ompeneneHHO HPABUTCA TO, YTO MO PYKHU HeJIal0T C TBOMM TEeJIOM, — CKa3aJyl OH
camMoyBepeHHO. [1oToM 10J102K11 GOIbIINE MAJThIIE IIOBEPX COCKOB, IIOTJIaKUBas Tak, YTOOBI
mrepuiaBasi TKaHb IIJIOTHO IIOTHpPAasa 3aTBEPOeBIIyI0 N10Thk. — OOHOT0O He MOTY B3STh B TOJIK:
THI CO37IaHa I CEeKCa, IITAlllKa, Tl cCaMa — YHUCTAas I0X0Th, HO PHU 3TOM Tebe ynaeTcs
OCTaBaThCS ObSIBOJILCKY HEBUHHOM. JTO OHA U3 TBOUX O0COOEHHBIX CUJI? BHymaTh MyKUKaM,
YTO KaXKOHIH pa3 ¢ TOOOM OH KaK IEePBHINA?

— 4 ue MOTY HU4YEero BHYIIIATh, PYHH, ¥ TOYHO He CIIoCco0Ha 3aCTaBUThL TeOs AyMaThb 4TO-TO,
4ero Tel CaM He COrJilaCeH IIPpUuAayMarTh.

— Xoyelb CKa3aTh, YTO TPOE 3MOPOBBIX [TOJIOBO3PEITBIX MYKMKOB KOTOPYIO HENEJTI0 HOCSATCS C
TO0OOM, KaK C 4parolleHHOCThI0, TOILKO IIOTOMY, YTO UM CaMU TakK XO4eTCs?

OHa MATKO I0XKaja IjyledyaMy, YyBCTBYS ellBa JIU He pa3ipakeHus, 4To U3-3a OOJITOBHU ero
TIOTJIa’KUBAHUS COIIIX Ha HeT. U TyT XKe ee ciyxa KOCHYIOCh MSITKOe TTO3BsIKUBaHue. Kunpuc
HaIpSATIACh, IIOBEPTEJia TOJIOBOH.

— Ycmoxkoiics, pac'Maa'pa, 9TO BCEro JIUIIb 3HaK HaM, YTO BOJa IOTOBa M MBI MOXKEM
HacCJIaguThCS KyllaHueM. 30ecCh Y HUX BCe TaK YCTPOEHO, YTO B KyaJIbHU BXOL C OTHEJIbHOU
CTOPOHEI, YTOOHI, TOKA CJIYKKHM TACKAIOT BeIpa, KJIMEHTH MOTJIA KaK CJIENYEeT PA30TPETHCH.

TeHepoXKIeHBIN IIOMOT el BCTaTh U CHATH canoru. Ceou cHal caM. K ee o0yBu
NIPUCOENUHMUIINCE OPIOKU U OCTaTKu ofexXkabl. CaM PyHH ocTaics B IITaHaX.

— Hy BoT, nTamka, Temneps I TOYHO 3HAIO, YTO TBOSI HACTOSAIIASI KPAacOTa CKPLIBAETCS IO,
OIlepeHbLEM.

B mombITKax MoamaThCs BHE3AMTHOMY HOPHIBY CTHIOJINBOCTH, KMUPHC MOTBITaIach MPUKPHITHCS
pyKaMu, HO BMeCTO 3TOro PyHH HaKpenko mpuzxKai ee K cebe, GpaKTUUECKHU JTUIINB
BO3MOXKHOCTH [IBUTATHCH.

— HeT, Kunupuc, TonbKO He CO MHOU U He celyac.

HacmegHWK TeHU UTPUBO IPUKYCHUII ee 3a KOHYMK HOCA, ¥ B 9TOM HEOXKUIAHHOM, TOYTH
IOpy2KeCKOU JlacKe OHa HalllJla CBOe criaceHue. B caMoM mere, K 4eMy 3TOT CTHII U CMYIIEHHe,
KOTOpOe He MacT HUYero, KpoMe ropbKoro IOCJIeBKyCHsi, KOrfa Bce, HaKoHeIl, CayduTcsa? OHu
HYXOalOTCs OPYT B Opyre 0e3 ycioBui, 6e3 npaBujl, oOHaXKeHHbIE He TOJIbKO BHEIIIHE, HO U
BHYTpPeHHeE. [la, BO3MOXKHO, PyHH — pacIoOCiemHsIsi CBOJI0Yb B UMIIEPUU U 3aQyMaJll IOTyOUTh
cTapiiero 6paTra, YTOOH 3aHSTh €T0 MECTO, HO... pa3Be B CTeHAaX 9TOH KOMHATHI 3TO ©UMeeT XOThb



KaKoe-TO 3HaueHue?

BpoBoeM OHU 3alllyid B apKy, HPUKPBITYIO PACIIMTEIM II0OJIOTOM, 3a KOTOPOM pacIiojiarajiach
KynanbHsi. KoHeYHO, Bce ee yOpPaHCTBO HE UMEJI0 HUYEro O0IIero C MpaMOPHBIMU KYIaTbHSIMU
3aMKa TyMaHOB, HO HE0OJIbIIIas KOMHATYIIIKa OKa3aJlaCh YUCTOU U 00JIaYeHHOMN B MIPUSITHHIN
TOJIYMpPaK, MOoAAePKNBAEMbBIN TAPOYKOM TOJICTHIX CBEYEl B MAaCCUBHBIX epKaTelax Ha
cTeHax. [Tocpenu cTosizia mOXaHb — MOCTATOYHO OoJbIasi, YToOk 6€3 Tpyma BMECTUTD ABYX
yeoBeK. PyHH OepeXHO OIIyCTHII CBOIO HOIIY B Bomy. Kuupuc 3azKMypHuiachk OT YIOBOJILCTBHUS,
KoT[a TeTJio IIPOCOYUIIOCh OYKBAJIbHO B KaXKAYI0 KJI€TOYKY Tela.

Y PyHHa OBIJIO BEJIMKOJIEITHOE TEJI0: CyX0e, IToAXKapoe, KaK y Kpenkoro xkepebia. U on
HapOYHO, CKUHYB IIITAaHbI, HE CIIEINI 3a0UpaThCs B JIOXaHb, AaBas el BO3MOXKHOCTh OI[€HUTh
ero nenukoM. Korga B3rnsig Kunpuc onyctuicst HuKe, Bejieq 3a BEH3eIAMU PYHUUYECKUX
OpPHAMEHTOB, KOTOpPHe 00BUBAJIM JKHUBOT M OIIYCKAIKUCh K I1aXy, OHA HEBOILHO 3aAepzKalia
ObIXaHve. Y Hero ObUT ueaTbHEIM YJIeH: POBHBIM, aKKYPATHHIN, CJIOBHO ero (GOpMY AOIT0 U
TIIaTeIbHO OT/IMBAJIM B MAaCTEPCKON caMU CO3[aTelu.

— MHe HpPaBUTCS TBOMU B3I, — PyHH YyTh CKJIOHUJ I'OJIOBY Ha OOK, U3 B3JIOXMaueHHBIHN
CBETJIBIX BOJIOC ITOKA3aJICsl KOHYMK JIMHHOTO, YKPAIIEHHOTO KPAaCHOU CTaIbHOM 6YCUHOM
yxa. — HpaBuTcsi, 9T0 MBI yOpanu 5TO AepbMO MEXAY HaMu 1 He OyneM pa3blrphIBaTh
CTECHSIIKY U HaCUJIbHUKA.

— Tebe GBI I3BIK YKOPOTHUTH 3@ TaKHe CJI0BA, HACTIEOHUK, — B IIYTKY IIOXKYPHJIa OHA.

YOouBHUTENHHO, KaK eMy BCerfa yaaeTcs pa3xkeysb B Hell 9Ty GecrrabaliHyo UrpuBocTh? Kak
OyOTO OH OOWH 3HAET, Te COCPENOTOYEHE! IIEHTPH ee MoX0THU. JII060Bs? HeT, onmpeneneHHo
HeT, HO 00XKuralollee XejlaHue U caMble HU3MEeHHbIe MHCTUHKTEL M Ipu 9TOM — [OBepue,
OyOTO OHHM CTapble OPY3bs, MEXAY KOTOPEIMY HaBHO HET HEJIOBKOCTH.



I''maBa miecTHaguaTasi

PynH 3a6pascst B JIoxaHb, OTYETO YaCTh BOOLI BHIIJIECHYJIACh Ha I0JI. Hu cjIoBa HU roBOpS,
Kuupuc npupgBrHynachk K HEMY, yCaXKUBasCh Tak, YTOOH O0HATH ero HoraMmu. OH I'POMKO
BBIPYyTAJICS, KOTAA OHa KakK OBl HEB3HAYal IOTEPIACh O er0 BO30YKIOEeHHBIN YJIeH.

— Taxk otkypma ouu? — Kuupuc nNoTAaHyIachk 3a MO4aJKou, BEIWIA Ha Hee MIeOpyio IIOPLUI0
TIeHHOT'0 Macjla M IPUHAJIaCh pacTUpPaTh KOXKY HacJiegHHWKa efBa JIM He [0 KPaCHOTHI.

— Boru, geBYoOHKa, TH BCEPLE3 XOUelllh IIOTOBOPUTE 00 3TOM cetiyac? — OH OTKHHYJICSA Ha
Kpal JI0XaHM, IOILITAJICS CBaJIATh Aypaka, HO Kuupuc cHOBa IOTepJiachk O eTro BO30yKAEHHYIO
IJI0Th, ¥ PyHH OKa3aJicsd CIIoCOOeH JIUIITh Ha OYePeAHYI0 ITOPITUI0 PYTraHyu, Ha 3TOT pas3
TIPUITPABIEHHYIO XPUIIIBIM CTOHOM.

— 4 cobuparoch yCbIIIaTh CKa3Ky, — IIepegpa3HuBasi ero B IeHb UX IePBOM BCTPeYH,
MIpoIlernTana OHa, CBOOOMHOM PYKOM IOT/IaXkKMBasi TBEPHbIE MHIIIIIIE €r0 XKUBOTa. — M CTOUT ee
IPUAYMaTh, €CJIU TH HEe 3HAENIb HU OOHOM.

— Bpsim nu 1 cnoco6eH coobpaxaTh, KOTAA BCe, 0 YEM MOTY AyMaTh, COCPEAOTOYEHO MEXKIY
TBOUMH BOCXUTHUTEJIPHBIMHU HOXKaMmu. — OH BCe-TaKu BHIOABUI YJIBIOKY, OOHaXKU/I 4yTh 6ojee
IJIMHHBIE U OCTPHIE, YeM Y OOLIYHOTO YeJIOBeKa, KJIEIKU. — YBEpPeHa, YTO 3TO He MOXKeT
IIOJOXKOaTh?

— VBepeHa, YTO TH IOCTAaTOYHO yMEJ, YTOOBR KOHTPOJIUPOBATh ce0si, — IIPOIoIIKaja APa3sHUTh
OHa, OIIyCKas JIaJOoHb BHU3 110 ero XKuBOTY. Korga nanblibl COMKHYJIMCE Ha TBEPHAOU IJIOTH,
HacnmegHUK TeHU IPUKPHITI TJ1a3a U B €70 YJIBIOKE CKONIb3HYJ XUIIHBIN CIIaf0CTPACTHHIN

ockan. — 4 xny, PyHH.

OH HaTSHYTO pPaccMesJiCs, IePeXBaTUII €€ PYKY U B3TJISM.

— 4 pgenaro yto-TO He Tak? — OHA HaMePEeHHO UTPUBO YIbIOHYIACk. [Tocie HanpPsIZKEHHOT 0 THS
Temasi Bofa U AypMaH 0J1aroBOHUM pacciabunm ee, MIpPeBPaTUIIM MBICTIH B BSIJIBIH ITOTOK.
Ceitgac Bce TO, 4TO OBIIIO CIIOKHEIM, IPEBPATUIIOCH B HECTOSIITYI0O BHUMAHUS €PYHMY.

— O HeT, IITAIIKa, 51 3aBEJICS OT OJHUX TBOUX IaJiblieB. — HeMHOTo moKo1e0aBInCh, OH MOBEJ
ee PyKy BHU3 U BBEPX, I0Ka3asl pPUTM. — T0OJIBKO fiefiail 3T0 BOT TakK, YTOOH s1 He KOHYUII
CNUITKOM paHo. Teneps, Korma TH CHanach, 3T0 0ymeT HeIPOCTUTEIFHOM OIJIOIIHOCTRIO.

OHa CHOBa IIOTJIafiujia ero, YyBCTBYS, KaK BjlaXXHas IIJIOTh B ee PyKaX CTAaHOBUTCS I10
HacTosAlleMy KaMeHHOM, KaK II0 BBIIIYKJILIM BeHaM ITyJIbCUPYyeT KpoBb. Celidac, B 3TO
MraoBeHue, HacnegHUK TeHU Ka3aJiCs HACTOSIEHN 010¥M co0ia3Hy: Pa3ropsIdYeHHBIH, C
BJIQXXHBIMU, IPUIATIIIINMY KO JIOY BOJIOCAaMU ¥ TOHKOM CBEXKel IlapanuHo# dyepes 1ieKky. U on
LEeIUKOM OTHAJICS €€ BJIaCTH, MOKOPHUIICS, HUYYTh HE CMYIIAsCh CBOEH CI1abOoCTH.

— 4 cpeman pymTH Ha CIIOp, — CKasasl oH u 061u3an ryosl. [IoToM cCHOBa 3alIPOKMHYII T'OJIOBY,
3aCTOHAJI, KOTfa ee IaJbllbl CXKAIUCh 9yTh CUNIbHee. — 51 Torma Tonbko cobupai BopoHOB,
HOCHJICS TIO BCEY MMIIEPUU M HAaXOOUJI CAMBIX OThSIBIEHHBIX U OECIIPUHIIUITHEIX TOJIOBOPE30B,
KOTOpBIE OTYAsIHHO HYKOA/INUCh B [eHbI'aX U UMIIEPATOPCKOM IOMUJIOBaHUM. Brlla cpequ HUX
OfHa 3apa3sa m3-3a MopsA. YepHas, Kak Irpex, U Takas ke noxoTiuBas. KaxkeTcs, oHa cocana
JIy4Ire BCeX KEHINH, KOTOPBIE Y MeHsI OBIH.

— OTO BBEI3OB?

PyHH BCKHHYJI TOJIOBY, PE3K0 MOATsIHYN Kuupuc K cebe — Tak, 9YTO ee pPyKa OKas3asach
IJIeHHUIEeN MexXay ux TenaMu. OgHOM pyKoi HacnegHuK TeHU 00XBaTHJI €€ 3aThIIOK,
manbllaMy APYTOM OUYEePTUN JINHUIO ee pTa. CTIOTHYJ, MPUXKAJICS K ee Ty0aM B MUMOJIETHOM
moruenye.

— ¥V Tebst IPOCTO BOCXUTUTENLHEIN POT, pac'Maa'pa. He coMHeBaioCh, YTO BEIId, KOTOPHIE ThI
cnnoco0Ha UM cheaTh, CBeIyT MEHS C yMa.

— ¢ momnbIlleHa TBOMM MOBEpHEM, — IIYTIWBO IIOAPa3HKIa OHA U BEPHYIIa MOLeyH.

Ero FY6I:>I OBLIIM COYHBIMHU, CIIOBHO BLI3peBHIHfI 9K30TUYECKUU MJI0A. OJJ;HOBpeMeHHO TBEPABIMHU
u MAarkumu. M on COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO 3HAJI, KaK 3aBeCTU KEeHIITUHY OOHUM TOJIBKO IIOILIEeJIyeM.



— [la# mHe cBo# a13BIK, Kuupuc, — menotrom nmoTpe6oBasl OH IPSIMO B €€ PAaCKPHITHIE I'yOHI.

OHa BBICTaBMJIA KOHYHUII SI3kIKA, ajia PyHHY CKOJIb3HYTh I10 HEMY CBOUM SI3BIKOM, OOXBATUTh
rybaMu, mocackiBasi TakK 3aMaH4YWBO MHOTrooGeIatome. OHa BEIIOXHYIIa, KOTHa
TEHEPOXKAEHHBIN OTIIYCTUJI €€ 3aTHUIOK U ITOTJIAMIUJI JIAJIOHBI0 CIIUHY, OMYCKAasCh HUXKE U HUXKE,
IIOKa He MIPUXBATHUI ATOOuIly. [Ipyras ero jJjagoHb COMKHYIACh Y Hee Ha rpyau. [1ambiibl
TmepeKaThIBaJIM TBEPOBIHM COCOK, TO CKMMAasCh, TO OTIIyCKasi. He mpekpailliasi 1acKaTh ee S3hIK,
PyHH c0O0Ia3HUTEILHO TOJIKHYJICS OempaMu, HallOMHHAS O TOM, YTO €r0 CTOSTHUH YJIeH
oOfesleH BHUMAHUEM.

— PynH... — OHa OTKUHYJach Ha3af, II0Tepyiach IPOMEKHOCTHIO O ero XKUBOT, HacllaXk1asch
HOBOM TIOPIIMEN CTOHA, KOTOPHIM HaciegqHUK TeHU SIBHO He 6e3 YCUIIUM BEITOJIKHYJI U3 TOPIIa.

— Emre pa3, — noTpe6oBa oH. MsTKo OTBEJI PYKY Ha CIHUHY, TOOYXKOasi ee TOBEPUUBO
OTKHMHYTBLCS Ha3am. — THI MPOCTO CaMO COBEPIIEHCTBO, MTAIKA.

Ero ryObl COMKHYIIHCH BOKPYT €€ COCKa, TPUXBATUIN U MOTSIHYIH, CIIOBHO B €T0 PyKax OHa
IIpeBpaTuiacChb B KaKOM-TO 3K30TUYECKUM My3BIKaHBHBIfI HUHCTPYMEHT. KI/II/IpI/IC BCKPHKHYIJIQ,
KOT7Ia BCJIET 3a MATKOM JIaCKOU I'y0, OH IPUKYCHUJI IIJIOTh 3yOamu.

— PYHH, — IIOBTOPHJIa OHA, HAPOYHO PaCTATrUuBasi KaXKbId 3BYK. IToxoxe, 9TOMY My2KYHHE
OOCTaBJIAJIO ocobeHHOE YOOBOJIBCTBHE CJIIBIIIATH, KaK OHa II€pPeKaThbIBAae€T Ha sA3BIKEe €TI0 UMs.

— XBaTUTh 3aXKUMAaThCsI, IITAIIKA, — IIPOIIENTaa OH, BHOBD IIeJIys ee T'yOsl. — THl TOTOBa
OTHAThCS, TAK KAKOTO ObSIBOJIA ITPOIOJIZKAEIIE AepKaThk ce0s B KIIeTKe?

Kuupuc go mpenena oTKMHYJIach Ha3am II03BOJIMIA BOJIOCAM PACTEYbCS 10 BOOHOU IjIafu
PBIKUM TSITHOM. [TaTbIlbl CHOBA COMKHYJIMCh BOKPYT €T0 4JIeHa, SPOCTHO 3apaboTanu BBEPX U
BHU3. PyHH nopxBatun 6enpaMu ee puTM.

Hyx#Ho oTtnnyctuTh. Hy>KHO BEIOPOCUTE U3 I'OJIOBLL MEUTHI U XKeJlaHUs. Telo IPOCUT OaTh eMy
XOTsT 6B HEMHOT'O TTEPEMIBIIIKYM, OHO CaMO HAIIJIO JIa3eMKy U TeIleph IPOTaJIKUBAeT B Hee
pacmnanenHoe o Oena xkemnauue. Hy u 4To, 4TO OHa OBl OTHaIa BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KM3Hb Panu
OQHOT0 TOLIENyI0 X03g1Ha HEITPOHUIIAaTENbHBIX TEMHBIX I'1a3. Hy 1 4To, 4TO ee Bnara Mexny
HOT BCs 6e3 0CTaTKa IPUHAIJIEXKUT €My, IIOTOMY YTO C TOTO MOMEHTA, Kak [[39¥H, UTpayu,
TomapuJI el mapy IMoriaXXUBaHUM OHa OYKBAJIbHO I'OPUT OT OOHOM JIUIIL MBICIIH. ..

— JI3#iH... — BBEIDOXHYIU I'yObI C 00JIE3HEHHON CTPACThIO HEYIOBJIETBOPEHHOM caMKu. — boru,
OoiH...
— Ecnu GBI THI XOTh Pa3 MOBaJjla MEHS BOT TakK... — OTBETHUJI el IpyObIii My2KCKOU T'OJIOC.

BelteHHBIN U OUKUM OOHOBPEMEHHO.
— IIpoknartee, OauH!

Kuupuc BcTpeneHnyiack, TOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY TaK PE3KO0, YTO 60JIh MPOH3UIa KaXKObIN IIEeHHBIN
1m03BOHOK. OHa TaK 3aBeJjlach, BCIIOMUHAsA €ro, 4To Telephb y Hee rajuronuuanumn? Ho nouemy
OHM TaK peasibHEI, U MoYeMy PyHH OTOOBUHYJICS OT HEE M PyraeTcs Tak, OyOTO ImOBCTpeYall
caMmy CMepTh.

Xo3ssuH H3Tpe3cKoi uMIIepun CTOSJI B apOYHOM IIpoeMe, 0O0PBaHHLIN II0JIOT BAISJICS IIOM €T0
Horamu. Bup [siiHa He cynun Hu4ero xopouiero. OH faxke He CKPEBIBaJl, YTO B MBICIIAX yXKe
MHOXKECTBO pPa3 pa30opBaJjl Ha KyCKM KazXKOoro U3 HUX, TPefasl TaKUM NU30LIPEHHBIM ITBITKAM, O
KOTOPBIX UHKBU3UNMS HE MOTJIA U IIOMBICIUTb.

— I3¥H, — COBCEM THXO MPOU3HECTIA OHA. 3a4€M-TO IPUKPHITIACh PYKaMH, XOTS BCE OHU
BUIeN ee 0OHAXKEHHOMU.

— 3aTKHI/ICb, KI/II/IpI/IC, — IIpenyIpenuil OH. OoT pe3Koﬁ MHTOHAIIMM 3aA4P02KaJIl OKOHHEIE
cTekna. — He cMell OTKPEITH POT, IIOKa g He pa3pemty. [ToxHsana?

OHa IPOCTO KUBHYJIA.

PyHH ycmesn BRIOpPATHCS U3 JIOXaHUW U B IBA CUETA BJIE3 B IIITAHBL. YIMBUTEIILHO, KaK €My 9TO
yIaJoch 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKOe BpeMsi. HaBepHsKa He 000IIIoCch 6e3 MHOTOJIETHEH TPaKTUKYU
mo6eroB OT MOJIOIbIX KEH HaKaHyHe BO3BPAIleHUST UX YBEHYAHHBIX POTAaMU CYIIPYTOB.



— He momH10, 4TOOR IpuUTrnaman Tedsi IPUCOeONHUTLCSI, — CalbHO Moy Tun Haciemuuk
TEHUu. — H, 3Haelllb JIY, IIPeAIlIOYnuTal0 KMETh B IIOCTEJIN OBYX HUJIK JaXKe TPeX 2KEeHIIWH, HO HU
OOHOTO MyXWKa. He 71I00/110 CMOTPETH Ha Yy’KOU YJIeH Ha CBOEM TEPPUTOPUM.

— Tl moo6eran BEpHYTh ee B 3aMOK. — [9#H ¢ XPyCTOM C3KaJl KyJIaKu.
— Kax BUIMIIE, MBI eI 3afePKAThCS 10 YBaXKUTEIHHOM MPHUUNHE.

— BuxKy, 94TO TBOSI POXKa IMPOCUT MOETO KyJlaKa, — IPemoCcTeperaIle 3apbidal MMIepaTop.
Kuupuc Buepsbie Bumesa ero TakuM OereHHBIM. OH pa3Be YTO He CKUTAJ U He KPOIIUII BCe
BOKPYT.

— Ou, norogy, — PyHH HIyTIUBO 3ariasHyJs eMy 4Yepes Ijiedo. — A rae Xe TBOsI HeBeCTyIlIKa?
— Bon!
— Yro?

[Tpexkme yeM KTO-TO YCIIeJI IIOHSITh, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT, [I91H cxBaTuj OpaTa 3a I'JIOTKy. PyHH
IIBITAJICS YBEPHYTHCS, HO paccnablieHue II0cjie BAHHOM OIlpeesIeHHO IPUTYIIUIO ero
UHCTUHKTHL. MIlepaTopy ImoHamobuack BCero ogHa pyka, YToOBl OTOpPBaTh 6paTa OT 3eMJIU.
PyHH BCKMHYJI PYKH{ ¥ TOYTH BHICBOOOIMUIICS OT €r0 XBAaTKH, HO [[9¥WH caM pa3zKaJl ManbIbl.
HacnegHuUK TeHM OTCKOYHUII Ha Mapy METPOB, ero 60Chle HOT'M HEYCTOMYUBO 3aCKOJIb3UIIU I10
IoJy.

— 4 ckazanm — yOupaiicsa BOH, IIOKa s He UCIIOJIHUJI CBoe ofOelllaHue. BumgsT 6oru, ceifyac s Kak
HUKOr{a 6JIM30K K TOMY, YTOOBI IEPETPHI3TH TEGE TIIOTKY.

— Yo Takoe, [I91H? — He XKeJjiajl OTCTyIaTh TEHEPOKAEHHBIH. — OOUIHO, UTO I MIOUMEJN KOro-
TO, Ha KOTO THI MOJIOKUI I'71a3? OOUOHO, YTO KTO-TO, KOTO THI BEIOpan os cebsi, He CMOT
nepeno MHOU YCTOSTE?

I[31H BOIIPOCUTENBHO IIOCMOTpPEN Ha Kuupuc.

Hy u rnasa! OHa efBa He 3aJ0XHYJIaCh OT TOT0, KaK GeCIOIagHO OH MOJaBHUII €€ MOILITKH
COMIPOTUBIISThCS.

— M&I He... — TOJIBKO M CMOTJIa CKa3aTh OHA, 6e30muO0YHO yrajas, 4YTO UMEHHO JXKelaeT
YCIBIIIaTh 3TOT OECIOIagHbIA THPAH.

— ¢ pa3priBaio Halll 4OTroBOpP, PyHH. Bosbille HUKAKOro fgejieka, HUKaKUX CPaHbIX YEeTHBIX U
HEeYEeTHBIX MHEM, HUKAKOT0 CHa B OOQHOU ITIOCTesu. Pac'Maa'pa mMpuHaaleXXuUT MHE, a BB, €CIIU
JKeJjlaeTe OCIIOPUTH MOE IPaBO BIafEeTh €10 EQUHOJINYHO, MOXKETe IOPoboBaTh MEHS YOUTE.
BoBoeM uiM MOOOHMHOYKE.

Kunpuc rpoMKO BEIIOXHYJIa, BCE €Ille COMHEBAsICh, YTO YCIIBLIIIIaHHOE — He IIJION €€
BooOpazxkeHusi. OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJl, YTO He JKeJlaeT OeJIUTh ee HU ¢ KeM? ITociie CTOMbKUX
OHel 0e3pa3/Iuuus, YHU3UTEJIbHOTO OTCYTCTBUSI BHUMaHUS — OH BOPYT IIOZKea BjIafeTh e10?
YTo ycmesio Ipou30MUTH, U3-3a Yero UMIIepPaTop IIPeBPaTUJICS B KaJHOT0 COOCTBEHHUKA?

«OH npocmo 0co3Has, umo mebsi Moxcem He 0Ka3zamuvcsi Ppa0OM, — CIIAAKO BHIIOXHYJIA
CobnasuuTenpHunia. — C Mys#CcUUHAMU MAk uHo20a caAy4aemcsi, 0COOEeHHO ecau OHU
NbIMArOMcsi OMMAXHYMbCS OM HCEHWUHbI, KOMOPAsi ycnesid NPOHUKHYMb 8 UX 20/108Y».

TToka My>X4YWHBI YOUBaIM OPYT ApyTra B3riasgaMu, Kuupuc BEIOpanack U3 J0xXaHu, o0epHyJach B
OOHY U3 MPOCTHIHEH, KOTOPHIE POBHOM CTOIKOM JIesKalk Ha Y3KOM CKaMbe V CTeHHBI. [IpUTOpPHEIE
671arOBOHUS IIOJTHOCTHIO PACTBOPHIINCH B 3allaxe [IsiiHa: ropsueM, o0XKuUTrawileil apomMare
MY2KECTBEHHOCTH U 3JIOCTH, CUJIBI ¥ BJIACTH.

OHa efBa He COTHYJIACh IIOMO0JIaM OT OCTPOTO IIPUCTYIIA ClIafgKo# 60u Mexkay Hor. CTOMIO
B3TJISHYTh Ha ero rpoMafHyio GUrypy, KoTopas, Ka3ajioch, BEITOJIKHYJIa HapyXKy Bce
CcBOOOOHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, KAK B T'OJIOBE BCITBIXUBaJIX 00pa3bl OOWH OPYTrOoro HEIIPUCTONHEE.

— Iltamka, — PyHH pa3mpazkeHHO OIIeHUII ee 3auHTEePEeCOBAaHHOCTh OpaToM. — THI XOYelrb
oCTaThCs ¢ HUM? X0o4ells JaTh 3TOMY KPETHHY CHOBa IIOJIYYUTh TO, YTO OH X04eT? THI BCEero
JUITb Tpoden OJist Hero, UTPyIIKa, KOTOPYIO OH ciioMaeT u 6pocut. OTOaBIIUCH eMY, TH Ce6st



noryOurb. Tak OBIJIO BCeTga U CO BCEMHU.
XoTeJia I¥ OHa OCTAThCSI C HUM?

— Pa3zBe s Mory BeIOHpaTh? — OHa caMa ITopa3ujiach HEMBICIIUMOM rOpPeYH B CTOJIb MaJIOM
KONHUYecTBe CJIOB. — Mory ckasaTh, 4ero xouy ajis cebs?

— Hert, He Moxenb, — 00pyoun ee [3itH. — 1 PyHHY, XO04eT OH TOT'O UJIX HET, IPULETCS
yOpaTbcsa. Unu COOXHYTE.

«Boau, amom mydcuuHa 0oaxceH ce200Hs1 bbimb 8 mebe. — Cobia3HUTEIBPHUIIA U3[aia
HU3KUM TOPTAHHBIM CTOH. — EC/Uu Mbl eMy omkascewy, s c0eaar mak, 4mo mebe npucnuyum
noumMems Ko20-mo, ko20a nobauzocmu 6yoem KomaHoa 20/100HbIX MOpsikos. [Ipedcmasasieuln,
8 KAKy10 NOMACKAHHY MPANKY Mbl NPe8pamullbCs Nocjie makoz20 3HaKkomcmaea?»

HUHTEpECHO, OHKM MOTYT B CAMOM feJie... IPUYUHUTE APYT OPYTY 3710? PyHH, B OTIUYHE OT
[IatiHa, coBepIllIeHHO 6e30PpyKEH — UX OfexkKIa 0CTajlach B KOMHATE, TaM e JIeXKaT ero
KJIMHOK ¥ KWHKaJTbl. BripoyeM, uMIiepaTop He BHITJISIAUT YE€JI0BEKOM, OKOHYATEJIFHO
TIOTEPSBIIIKUM T'0JIOBY. Bpsim mu OH moOeT mo TOro, 4YTOOw yOuTh 6e30pykKHOro 6paTta. Kakue
OBl CTPQHHBIE OTHOLIEHUS MEXAY HUMHU HU OBUIH.

U Bce ke — 4TO OH TYyT AenaeT? Kak ux Hamien?

— Tebe nipupeTcs youts MeHs, [[atiH. — TeHepoKOeHHBIH CHOBa HAXJI00y4YuJI OMHY U3 CBOUX
HETIPOHUIIAEeMBIX HACKBO3b (haJIBIIIUBLIX VIIHIOOK, 3@ KOTOPHIMU UMEJT IPUBHIUKY IIPSATATHCS
BCeT[a, CTOUJIO Oey Ui Pa3ToBOPY HPHOOPECTH Cepbe3HEIH 060p0oT. — MOXKEIIb CAelaTh 3TO
MIPsSIMO ceiyac, 1 He OyOy COIPOTUBAATHECS, — PyHH pa3Besl pyKu. — Kak BUOUIIE, OPYXKUSI Y
MEHS HET.

— ¢ He HAMEpPEH UTPaTh B TBOU OyPaIlKHe UTPHl, — OTMaXHYJICS OT IIEOPOTO MPEIIOKEHMU S
Ia1iH. — YOupatics, Imoka si He BBHIIIBBIPHYJ TeOs1 B OKHO. Bupgsat 6oru, ceiyac 3TO JOCTaBUT
MHe BeJIMYaullyo pagoCThb.

He ycnenu cioBa umiepaTopa CMOJIKHYTh, KakK PyHH, CJIOBHO Aryap, HajeTeln Ha Hero. Eciu
OBbI UX Pa3HUIIA B POCTE U Bece Ohljla MeHee BHIPA3UTENbHOM, eMy Obl HaBEPHSIKA YOAJIOCh COUTH
crapuero 6pata c Hor. [J9¥H yCTOSJI, HO ITof HamopoM PyHHA chenan HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3ap,.
HacnegHuk TeHU pa3MaxHyJICcs OJIg yoapa B JIMIO0, UMIIEPATOp IpencKa3yeMo OTKIIOHUIICS — U
CXJIOTIOTAN KyJakoM mof pebpa. OH IIyxo BHIIOXHYJ, @ PYHH ymapui CHOBA, y2Ke CIIpaBa H IOL
nedyeHb. CO CTOPOHBI €T0 THIYKH BHITJISOEIN CMa3aHHBIMU U IIPOCTHIMHU, HO CYfs II0 TOMY, UTO
IIOCJie BTOPOTO MMIIEPATOP CHOBA MOMSTUIICS, HaclemgHWK TEeHW TOYHO 3HAJI, Ky[Ja M Kak OUTh,
4TOOBI 3aCTABUTH COIIEPHUKA IIPOYYBCTBOBAThL KAXKIBIM OTTEHOK 0OJIH.

«ITycmb 6bl oHU youau Opye Opyea, — He 6e3 MHTepeca HaOIomana 3a IPOUCXOOSIINM
KpoBoxkagHasi. — To20a 6bl ocmasics mo/abko Maaoiemuutl cymacuiedwutli 0eeCmeeHHUK,
psi0oM ¢ KOmopbIM Mbul 6bl cmasa camot Hacmosuw,et umnepampuueti. OH 6ydem MoaumsCs
Ha mebs 8CH0 HCU3Hb, K020a Mbl AUWUWDb €20 HeBUHHOCMU KAKUM-HUOYOb U30W,PeHHbIM
cnocob6om».

Ha aTot pa3 Kumpuc cMoria oTTOPOOUTHCS OT ee CJIoB. B rpynu, B o6nactu ceparia,
pacTekasnoch Tsxkenoe u ooxkuramwiee ordasiuve. OHa YyBCTBOBAJja, YTO OOJI2KHA CHOEJIaTh XOThb
YTO-TO, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTDH 3Ty BaKXaHalIWI0 — U 3HAaJIa, YTO He JOJIKHA BMeIluBaThcs. He
cMeeT. Bemb UMEHHO celfyac IPOUCXOOUT TO, Pafy Yero OHa 30eCh — BOJIKY BIEIIHJIMCEH OPYT
IPYTY B TJIOTKH, U UX CHUJIBI IOYTH paBHBI. OHU MOTYT AOCTATOYHO CUJILHO ITOKAJIEYUTh APYT
Opyra, YTOOH He MOXKUTH A0 yTpa. U Torma...

— [IoiH... — BHIPBAJIOCH V¥ HEe, KOTla UMIIEpaTop IepexBaTuil 3aHECEeHHYI0 OIS CIenyIolero
yoapa pykKy Opata. CxBaTum 3a 3alsiCTbe — U C CUJION BEIBEPHYII 3a cnuHy. Pa3smancs
IIPOTUBHLIY MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHEIN XPYCT, HU3KUU BOoU PyHHa.

He ob6patasi BHUMaHUS Ha O0/Ib TEHEPOXKIAEHHOTO, [[3MH IIpoTapaHuyl ero Julo Kyiaakom. OT
yoapa PyHH noTepssn paBHOBecHe, yIajl HaB3HUYb, HEJIOBKO IIBITASICH IIEBEIUTH CJIOMaHHOMU
pykoii. KpoBb miepo xjecTana U3 ero CBepHyTOro HaboK Hoca U pa30uTOoM I'yOHl.

KpoBs... Kumpuc nomnsiTanach 3aKphITh JIUI0 PyKaMy, HO APEBHSS TeypTus, HaKOHel, B3sjIa



cBoe. CHIBl BCKOJIEIXHYJIUCH B 2KMBOTE, IIPEBPAIIAsiCh B HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMYIO CTUXUIO, IIOTEKIIN
10 BeHaM, CXKUTasl M pa3pylias KaxKmayo SMOIIHIO.

— ITpocmu, nmawka, Ymo UMeHHO MHe npuxodumcsi a3mo des1ams. — PyHH cmMompes Ha Hee ¢
KakKoti-mo Hego3MoicHOlU HexcHocmbio. E2o 20410c OpoeHy, HO pyKa, ¢ npucmas/eHHbIM K ee
20pAy KUHIHCAAOM, OCMA/AACh Kpenka. — Tbl 3Haewb, 4¥mo mak 00AHCHO BbiMmb.

— Passe He s npocuaa mebsi 06 amom? — yaAblOHYAACL OHA 8 OMBeMm U 3AHCMYPUIACh,
yyecmaeys, KaK X0/00Hds CMdasjb HeYMOJAUMO 8Mop2aemcsi 8 njiome...

[oiin B35 PyHHa 3a MMBOPOT, mogHsaia. OH He CYUTAJI Hy>KHBIM CKPHIBAaTh TPUYMG®
mobenuTesisi. PyHH OBITAJICS OTPHI3AThHCH, IINUTIENT U OPHIKAJICS, HO JaXKe BCEero ero MacTepcTBa
0Ka3aJIoCh HEIOCTATOYHO, YTOOH OMHOPYKUM IIPOTUBOCTOATEH CUJIbBHOMY COIEPHUKY.

— Braromapu 60r0B, 4YTO CerofgHsl MHe XBaTUT CBOeM CIIOMaHHOM pyKu, — OGPOCHUII UMIIepaTop.
K HeMy moHeMHOTY BO3Bpallanach IpexHssl XOJIOOHOCTh U OTPEIIeHHOCTh. — Ho ThI 6obliiie
He IIPUTPOHENIbCA K pac'maa'pe.

— Jlyuiie cpa3dy yOei MeHs, — B BsiJIOH yiIbiOKe PyHHA MeIbKHY/IHM OKPOBABJIEHHEIE 3YObl. — 1
Beqb ToXe Tebs mocTarl, Aa, HemobeauMbli UMIIepaTop HITPe30B?

Kuuprc rpoMKo BHIIOXHYTIA, KOTIa Teyprus MoACcKo4Ynia K caMOMy I'Opjly, CoaBuia
HEBUVMMBIMHU JIEASHBIMHU TajibllaMu. [1o ry6am u mog6opoaky [aiiHa pacTeKanoch anoe
KPYXKEeBO.

— IMooicanyticma, IIatH... — OHA cmoAAa HA KOAEHAX PSAOOM C €20 cmpemMumeibHo
mepAUWUM Kpo8b meaom. — Ilodxcanyicma...

H3 e20 epy0u mopuas 06410M0K monopa, 8 npasom 60Ky 8uOHedCb PYKOsMb KUHIHCAAA.
Hocnexu, Hekoz0a 6iecmsaujue u udeanbHo-4ucmole, 6bl1U CMAMbBL U NePenaykaHbvl epa3uio
CpasiceHusl.

— HstH, Ia1H...

— Bepeeu... ux... — 3 nocaedHux cusa npobopmoman oH. [Tonbimaics noOHAMb PyKy, HO
/A1a00Hb 3aMepid Ha noAnymu kK ee Auuy — u 6e3x#CU3HeHHO ynaid.

Korma oHa IOHSIIa, YTO BUIEHHUS OTIIYCTUIIM €€, B KyHaiabHe ObLIO MycTo. JIUIL KPOBb Ha MOIY
¥ pacIiieckaHHas BoAa YKa3hIBald Ha TO, YTO CIyYHUBIIEECs He GHITIO0 IIJTOO0oM ee
BooOpazxkeHusi. Kunpuc o6xpaTtuna cebsi pyKamu, HOATSTHBAS IPOCTHIHD K IPyOu. B KocTsx
mocenuncst 03H006. IToTpeGoBanock BpeMsi, YTOOH COOpaTh MBICIIH B OXAIlKy M KOe-Kak
CIIPABUTCS C TPSICYIIMMUCS KOJIEHSIMH.

Oxa BUIea TO, YTO He HOoJIXKHa Oblila BULETh.

Kuupuc go 6omu npukycumna ry0y. boms HEMHOT0, HO OTPEe3BUIa 3aTYMaHEHHOE BCIIJIECKOM
Teypruu co3HaHUe.

— IToxoxke, OHA HAC UTHOPUPYET, — IPOMU3HECsIa HacMeltuBasi KpoBoxkagHasi.
— ait pebeHKy npuiiTu B cebst, — ype3oHuna ee Cobma3HUTENbHUIIA.

Kunpuc MenjieHHO — efBa i1 He TaK ke, KaK CONIHIle 000payuBaeTCsI BOKPYT 3€eMJTU —
TMoBepHYy/Nach. Boru, coemaiiTe Tak, YTOOH BCe 9TO €M MOKa3ajioCh, YTOOHI BCe 3TO OBIIO KAKUM-
TO y2KaCHBIM CHOM, OT KOTOPOT'O OHA BOT-BOT ITPOCHETCH.

OHu OblIM TaM: Oeasi, KaK CHEeT, OTKyda OHa POJoM, JOYb 3aBOEBATElsI HaBa/IU/Iach IIJIeYOM



Ha CTEeHy; CMyTJIasl ¥ r'1afgKasi, C KOXKeH OJITMBKOBOI'O I[BETa COOIa3HUTENIbHUIIA CUIeIa Ha
JIaBKe, JIEHUBO ITepeKaThiBasi B JIaJOHN KPOXOTHYIO 6YTBIJ'[O‘-IKY C apoMaTU4Y€CKUMH
0JIaTOBOHUSIMH.

— XBaTUT TapallUThCS HA HAC TakK, OYOTO MBI KaKKHe-TO 3JI0BPEIHbIE TPU3PAKU, —
orpei3Hynack KpoBoxkamgHasi. — MuI cupenu B Tebe BCe 3TO BpeMsi, MOXKHO OBLIIO OBl
MTPUBLIKHYTh.

— Ona mMeeT IIpaBo UCHyraThCcs, — BeTynunack 3a Kuupuc Cobrnas3aurenbauiia. — COriacucs,
He KaxXKOblil feHb [I0JIydyaeTCsl BOT TaK MUJIO ITo0ecemoBaTh CO CBOUMM CepAlleM UM IToYKaMu. A
MEHI BCe Xe Kyfa OuxKe, yeM BHyTPeHHHe OpraHbl. MBI — 4acTh €€ CO3HaHUS.

KpoBoxkagHast uckpusuia ryoul B 37101 yCMeIIIKe, U3-3a Yero ee KpacuBoe JIMII0 MaXoM
IIOTEPSIIO IIOJIOBUHY CBOEH NPUBIIEKATEILHOCTH.

— 4 — He yacTh 9TO¥ GecxpebeTHOM NOTaHKM, — pa3rpaHuYunia OHa. — M KOJIb CKOPO TEyPTrus
CHOBAa B Hel, cCOOMPAOCh BOCIOIL30BAThCS IIIAHCOM U BEPHYTH CBOE TEJIO.

— OTO HEBO3MOXKHO, THI K€ 3Haelllb, — I'PYCTHO BhIDOXHY/Ia CoOIa3HUTENbHUIIA.

— B03MOKHO, BOT TOJIPKO HAIlle¥W 4ydeCHOM poraToi 000JI09Ke, 60I0Ch, IPUOETCS IOTEPSTH
TaK MHOTO...

Kuupuc Menko 3agpozkaja. ITO IPOUCXOOUT Ha caMoM feie? Unu Teyprusi, KOTOPYIO OHa
TIOKa He MOXKeT KOHTPOIHUPOBaTh, ITIPeBpalllaeT ee MO3TH B CTymeHb? OHa HUKOTTa He BUOena
TeX OBOHX... XKUBLIMHU. [[OMHUJIA JIWIIb [Ba HAKPBITHIX TKAHBIO T€Jla, KOTOPHE HAXOOUIIUCh Ha
caMoii TpaHy MeX[y XKU3HBI0 U CMEPThI0. A ITOTOM, KOT[la PUTYaIbHEINH KMHXKAI OTIIPABUII ee
Ha TOT CBET, OHA C TPYHNOM OCO3HaBaja camy cebs. OHa 3Hala 0 HUX TaK MHOTO, HO U
ITOMEICTIUTH HE MOTJia, Kak CKOBaHHbIE BBEITJISIAEIN IPU XKU3HHU.

— $1 KOHTPOJIMPYIO Bac, — CKa3asia OHa II0CJie TOr0, KakK IIPUCTPYHHUJIa YacTh CTPaxa. — BHI He
MOXKeTe IIOKUHYTh MO€e TeJIo.

— OueHb Jaxke MOXKeM, — MATKO yBepuiia Cobna3HuTtenpHuIla. — Ho B TBOel BJIACTH...

— 3akpoiu poT! — npukpukHyia Ha Hee KpoBoxkanHasi. OHa HepBHU4Yana — Kuupuc
YyBCTBOBaJI KaKAyI0 HOTY €€ BOJIHEHHs, IIOTOMY YTO OHU BCe €ellle KaKUM-TO HEIIOCTUIKHUMBIM
06pa3oM ObLIM U ee COOCTBEHHEIM BOJTHEHUEM.

— C KeM THI, ObSIBOJI 3aJ€PU, Pa3roBapuBaeib?

B npoeme nosBuncsa uMmnepatop. OH IOIIapui B3TISA0M 10 KyllaJbHe U OCTaHOBUIICS Ha
Kuupuc.



I''maBa cemMmHagumarTasi

CkaMelika y CTeHEI Obla IIycTa.

— Co cBOMMU IeMOHaMHt, MO UMIIepaTop, — I'JIYX0 0TOo3Bajlach OHa. Boma Ha mony coBceM
OCTHIJIA U TeIEePb ee IISATKHU MOKAaJIbIBAJIO OT X0Jiofa. — MHe HY2KHO OIOEeThCsI, MO UMIIEPATOp.
Mory nu g IONPOCUTEL Pa3pelreHus C YeCThIO IPUHIThL HaKa3aHue?

OH nopoIiesn K Hel: OTPOMHBIM, IMNPOKOIIJIeYN, HACTOAIIINY TapaH, a He CMEPTHEIM MyKUYUHa.
Kakoe-To BpeMsi IPOCTO MOI4Ya pacCMaTpPUBall ee JINIO, KaK OyITO CUIUIICS HalTH KaKOe-TO
CBUJIETEILCTBO CHEMIABIIINM €TI0 MBICJISIM.

— TrI mpaBaa cobupanachk MO3BOJIUTL EMY B3SITh TE0S?
— Ila, — 4ecTHO Ipu3HaJach OHa.

HMnepaTop CKpPUIIHYJ 3yOaMu.

— ITouemy?

— IToTomy uTO TEI caM MeHs oThail. Mim gBoum. IToToMy YTO Ka’kgoMy U3 Bac S Hy’KHa JIMIIb
IJISI 9TOTO.

— Tel roBOpPUIIE UyIllh, — PE3KO IIPeceK ee cioBa [IauH.

— 4 roBOpIO MpPaBay, MO UMIIepaTop. B KOHEYHOM cYeTe, KaXKabli U3 Bac, MOMYyYHUB MEHS [0
KOHIIa, Hayay Obl MeYTaTh O TOM, KakK n30aBUTHCS OT CTABIIEH HEHYKHOU UTPYIIKU. PyHH mipaB
— 51 BCero JIUIIb 9K30TUUYECKOe HeuTOo, IOCTAaTOYHO 3arajfiloyHoe U HEIIOHSITHOE, YTOObI
yIOepXKUBaTh UHTEPEC TPEX TAKUX PA3HBIX MyKYUH.

[I3iH cXBaTUII ee 3a PYKY, BEIBOJIOK B KOMHATYy. Celiyac OHa yXKe He Ka3aJjlaCh TaKou
IIPOCTOPHOM U COOJIa3HUTEILHO ITaxHyIllel. Bcero nuuie 4eTEIpe CTEHH B IEIIEBOM IEKOPE, C
noxabHo# KpoBaThio, KOTOpPas KpHyaJsia, YTO Ha Hell COBOKYILISIIUCH BCe, KTO MOT" 3aIlJIaTUTh.

— 3Haelllb, 3a4eM s [Ipuexas crona?
— Moii uMIepaTop caM CKasasl — 4TOOR! BlIafleTh MHOM €IUHOIUYHO.

— ¢ He MOT BHIIEPKUBATH BOU Pacnepa, — CKBO3b 3yOnI IpoInumnes oH. CXBaTUII ee 3a TOPJIo,
morjiaxkyuBasi 60JIBIINM [TanblleM apTepuio. Kuupuc crioTHyna, Korga ero XkecTkoe IhIXaHue
TIOIIIEKOTAJIO ee UCKyCaHHbIe B KPOBb I'yObl. — f mi005110 Mimapmiero 6paTta. OkKas3anochk, 4TO
111061110, TaK CUIBHO, YTO PEIuJI OTEICKATh €r0 UTPYIIKY U BEPHYTH JO TOT0, YTOOH OH
nepectasn 6uThbcs 6alIKoN B CTEHY.

Emy moTpe6oBanIock OMHO OBUXKEHUE, YTOOBI COPBaTh C KNMPHUC TPOCTHIHIO, TPUIKATD €€ K
cebe. Cepparle uMmepaTopa GUI0Ch POBHO U TJIyX0, BKOJIauuBas B rpynb Kunuprc kaxmnoe
HEeBBICKa3aHHOE CJIOBO.

— TwI OTpaBHJla MEHHA, MeﬁpHTHHa, — IDpomenTaja OH C TaKUM 3JIbIM OTHassHHUEM, YTO Ha MUT
€T0 IIaJIbIIbI C2KaJIMCh CUJIbHEEe, JINIIINB KI/II/IpI/IC CIIOCOOHOCTH ObIOIaTh. — A MOTY CKOJIBKO
YrogHo TeOs HUTHOPHUPOBATh, HO TEI BCE€ BPEMsA CO MHOH.

— IatiH... — [Ipu3HaHue BLIOMIIO U3 Hee OCTATKU BO3AyXa.

— B0o3MOXXHO, caMBIM pPa3yMHBIM OBLIO OB OTHATH TEOS KOPOJIEBE, — MPOIOIZKaJl CBOU
Pa3MHIIIJIEHUST UMIIepaTop. — [laTh el yOuTh Te6s1, YTOOB 9Ta IMBITKA [JIsT HaC TPOUX, HAKOHEII,
3aKOHYUJIACh.

— Bo3moxkHO, — He cTana cnopuTh oHa. Ero ryOnl Tak OJIM3K0, OHU [eJIaly €€ MBICIIN
BSA3KMMH, ITIOXOT/IUBEIMU. ['0TOBa I OHa pPa3MeHSATh OOHY HOYb C HUM Ha BCIO OCTAaBIIYIOCS
x&u3Hb? [la! Tricsiuy pa3 ma! — Bo3MOXKHO, TH OOJIKEH YOUTH MEHS ITPSIMO Celdac.

<<B01'IpeKI/I MOUM COOCTBEHHBIM BUOeHUAM. M Torga TH CIlacelnbCs».

— Ipoxknatee, Kuupuc! XoTh pa3 B XKU3HU CKaXkKM, 4ET0 X0UeTcs Tebe caMoii!



OHa oTHanachk B IIJIEH €ro XKEeCTOKUM, ITOJTHEIM Heo0y3maHHOM 3JI0CTH T'jla3aM. YTOHYJIA B HUX,
pacmacTtajiack Ha CaMOM JHe, C CAfAUCTCKUM yAO0BOJILCTBUEM HACJIaXKOasiCh TOM 00JIbI0, KaKyIo
WCITBITAET, KOTTa BCce 3aKoHuUMIICA. Ho 310 6ymeT Korga-To mOTOM.

— 4 xouy Tebs, [I31iH, — BIepBHe B XKU3HU OHA Obljla HACTOJIBKO 00HaKEeHHO-OTKPOBEHHOH.
X0Tenoch CMesIThCSI U IIJIaKaTh OJHOBPEMEHHO. Y0exXaTb — U MPUKOJIOTUTL Cce0sI TBO3OIMHU K
9TOMY MYy2K4YMWHE, YTOOBI CTaTh [Jid HETO BceM. — Tonbko Tebs1, [19iiH. Becerma Tebs. 4 mo6itio
Te6s1, MO UMIIEPAaTOpP, ¥ T'OTOBA IIOBTOPUTE 3TO [axKe €CJIX ThHI IIPSIMO Cefyac 3aAyILIHIIb MeH
WY CBEpPHeIb MHe I11e0. [103ToMy, oXKanyicTa, IpeKpaT MeHs My4YUTb — U CHeslail To, YTO
TOJIXKEH.

«MozxkeT OBITh, ecniu 3T0 OymeT He PyHH, Bce U3MEHUTCH...»

— HekoToptie Bely HYKHO [ejIaTh CPa3y U HaBEPHSIKA, II09TOMY, MOM MMIIEPATOP, €CJIU MHE
TIO3BOJIEHO TIOC/IeOHEE XKeJlaHue, 1 OBl X0TeNa IMOIIPOCUTE cebe JIETKYIO U OBICTPYIO CMEPTh.

— Tloyemy XxKe THI Tak JIIOOUINE 00JITaTh, — IPOPHIYAT OH U OOPYIIHJIICS Ha Hee C IIOIeJTyeM.

Ecnu GBI OLIENTYH MOTJIH ITIOKOPSITh, 3TO OOJIKHBI ObIIM OBITH UMEHHO BOT TaKue moieinyu. OH
He npoOoBaJl, He IPOCUJI U He IIPHUKAcasicsa K Hell YKpaJaKoMt, Kak Bop. [I9¥H B35/ TO, UTO
CYUTAJI CBOMM — ¥ He coOMpaJsics pacIIapKuBaThCS Ha TaKue MeJIOYH, KaK COoTrJjiacue.

«$1 TonpKO-4TO Bpyuuia cebsi eMy, pa3Be 3TO He 0OJIbllle, YeM COTJIacHe Ha IOLeIyn?»

— ToI Takast MeJikasi, — MPOIIENTAJI OH B ee PACKPHITHIE TYOB. KaxkeTcst, UMIIepaTop maxe
YIIBIOHYIICS.

U nmopxBaTun ee mon 6emgpa, momHUMas BhIlle. Kunpuc o6xBaTHiia ero HoraMmu, 00BUBasiCh
BOKPYT HETO, CJIOBHO POCTOK BOKPYT KHBUTEJIFHOTO UCTOYHUKA. [I0qOaBIINCh XKeJTaHUIo,
3allyCcTHia Majblbl EMY B BOJIOCH, OTTSIHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha3ap.

— Xouy cMOTpeTh Ha TebsT BCe BpeMs, MO uMIepaTop, — MpHU3Hanach C OTNIYIIUBINEH ee camMmy
OTKPOBEHHOCTBIO.

Y Hero GBLIIO COBEPIIEHHO MIOTPSICAIOIee JIUII0 B 3Ty MUHYTY: YyTh COUIENIINECS Y
TIepPeHOCUllbl OPOBH, IPUOTKPHITHIE TYOBI, XOTh HUKHSIS BCe ellle KpoBoTouuna. Kuupuc
HaMoOTaJla ero BOJIOCH Ha KyJaK, o0HaXasi OCTPhIE CKYJIbI ¥ KPemKyto 1meio. OTKyna TaM Irpam?

«51 gice 2080puia, UMO OH — camo cosepuweHcmeo, — Coba3HUTEeNbHUIA U3ajla TOPTAHHBIH
cTOH. — C030aH 015 Mo20, Umobbl 06BE3HcCaMmb MaKux ynpsAMbix 0e8UOHOK, KAk 00HA
pozamas Oypouka».

«Bce, uez0 oH 3acayscusaem — cOOXHymMb 8 2pA3u», — 3nunack Kposoxanuas. Kuuprc o
CHUX IIOp YyBCTBOBAJIa €€ 3JI0CTh M3-3a TOr0, YTO [[3WH mpepBas urpy ¢ Pynaom.

— IIpoub U3 MOel T'oJioBbl! — BEIKPUKHYJIa MEUPUTHUHA.
— YT0? — [I5¥H CKJIOHUJI T0JI0BY HAOOK, pacCMaTpUBasi CBOIO HOIIIY B OXKUIAaHUU OTBETA.

— OH — Moii! — ynpsiMo BEIKpUKHYNa Kuupuc, CHOBa MPUTATHUBAs ero K cebe. — TOIBKO MOM.
Youparitecs!

— TeI cHOBa Urpaelb CoO CBOMMM AeMoHaMu, Kuupuc?
— Hert, Mo#1 uMIiepaTop, s IPOTOHSAI0 UX, YTOOBI 3IeCh U ceidac OBIJIM TOJIPKO THI U 5.

OH nepebuI ee OTKPOBEHUE, TT0lleJioBasl. 2KecTKre Ir'y0bl paCKpLLUIN €e POT FOPSYUM IIOoIleTyeM,
SI3BIK TIOTJIAMINJT HUKHIOIO Ty0y ¥ IPOCKONIb3HYJ BHYTPh. KUUPUC 3aMOXHYTACh, KOTHA UX SI3BIKU
CIIUIKCH B HeMOM TaHIe. OHa efBa MOTJia OBIIIATh, IOJTHOCTHIO PACTBOPSSCEH B 9TUX HOBBIX
yyBcTBax. Korpma [I3iiH MPUKYCUII ee HUKHIOI I'y0y, OHA CJIafKO BHIIOXHYJIA M BEPHYJIa €My
JIaCKy.

— He mmoMHI0, 4TOGHI pa3pelian 3T0, — C IMOKa3HOU CePAUTOCTHIO TTOXKYPHUII HMIIEPATOP.

— Xouelb, 4TOOH! 51 6BIJIA TUXOM M CMUPHOM? — B 3HAK HEMOCIyIIaHWs OHAa CHOBA IIPUXBAaTHUJIa
3ybaMu ero ry0y, CIIM3HYyJIa KPOBb U3 KPOXOTHOM pPaHKH, I'JIOTHYJIa. — TBOSI KPOBh — Kak
aMOpo3us, MOH UMIIEPaTOp.



OH ycMexHYyJICS, IPUHUMAas II0XBaly, KaK JaHHOCTh. OOHOM PYKOU MPOAOJIKal IMOoOaepXK1UBaTh
ee mox Oedpa, a majbllaMy APYTo¥ moGpa’sics [0 ee BIaXXKHOT0 MecTa MeXKIy HOTaMu.
IMornapm, CJIOBHO KaKOM-TO 3K30TUYECKHUH IIBETOK: TBEPHOO U YBEPEHHO, KaK OyATO XOTEJ pa3
U HaBcerga 3aKJIEeMMUTh €e CBOel JIaCKOMH.

Kuupuc oTKuHyNach Ha ero pyKe, 3allpOKHUHYJIA T'OJIOBY, PACKPHIBAsCh Ay Hero. OHa Tak
IOJITO K[ajia BCEro 3TOT0, HO TaK [OMT0 MpPsATaiach OT COOCTBEHHHIX JKeJIaHul, YTO celuac BCs
0e3 ocTaTKa OTHaBajlaChb KaXXOou jlacKe. [I3WH pPacKphII ee ManabllaMi, Halllel TYTOH KOMOK
YIOBONLCTBUS — U HapmaBui. OHa BHIKPUKHYJIA, IePHYIach, HO OH 6e3 Tpyna yaepKuBal ee
maxke ogHOM pykoi. OHa 3aKpryYajya CHOBA, CJIOBHO Obljla MHCTPYMEHTOM B PyKaX OIIBITHOTO
HacTpoumuKa. Tam, BHM3Yy, OHA CJIOBHO 3aropeach, IpeBpaTUlach B COJIOMUHKY, TJIEIOIIYIO B
9TOU CTPaCTHU.

— MHe HpaBUTCH, KaK TH Kpuuuinb, Kunpuc, — noxsanun [191H.

OHa OIIOMHUTLCS HE yCIlena, KaK oOKa3ajlach IPUKATOM ero TejioM K moctenu. [locMoTperna Ha
€ro CKJIOHEHHOE JIUIIO TaK, OYATO OH GBI COCPENOTOYEeHHEM BCETO MUpA. [[91H MPUIOTHSICS
Ha JIOKTe, HM Ha MIHOBEHHEe He IIpeKpallasi CBou noriaxubauusi. OHa IIOMbITaIaCh OOHSITh
€ro, HO UMIIEPATOP OTCTPAHHUIIC.

— Jlexu cMupHO, Kunpuc, — CoBepIileHHO Cephe3Ho MpuKa3anl oH. — MHaue Gosblile HUYero
He IOJIYYHIIIb.

Kaxertcs, oHa XPHUIITIO 3aCMedAachk. Mericnu IIyTaJIuCh, COCKAJIL3bIBAJIX Ha 060‘{I/IHy CO3HaHu4i,
YCTyIlasd MeCTO XKeJlaHWI0, CTPACTH, IIOXOTH. Boru, oHa coenaeT BCe, 4TO YrogHo, JITUIIb OBl 9Ta
ClIagKas IIBITKA OJINJIaCh BEYHO.

— C sToro MoMeHTa, MeﬁpI/ITI/IHa, — HMIIePaTop 00XBaTUMI ee JINIIO JIAOOHBIO, IIPUTBO3OUII K
IIOCTEJIN TAXKEJIBIM B3I'JIAO00M, — Thl — TOJIBKO [OJIsd MEHSI.

— [a, Mo uMIepaTop, — IMOKOPHUIACH OHA.

— HepocTaToyHO TpoMKO. — ET0 masnell MUk 9yTh-4yTh CKOTB3HYJIT B Hee, BRIYOUII BIary U
pacTep mo KJIUTOpPY.

— TBos, — BBIIOXHYJIa OHa CaMUM CephIeM.

— I'pomue, Kuupuc, — TpebGoBa 0H, IOTUPas €e BCe CUJIbHee U CUIILHEe.
Boru, oH TUpaH He TOJIBKO Ha TPOHeE!

— Bcerga TBOsI! — BEIKpUKHYJIA OHA.

— XopoIrasa feBo4yKa, — OH, HaKOHeEl], ITOJIy4HUII JKejaeMoe.

U pe3Ko BRIIYCTHUII €€ U3 PYK, KaK pa3s, Korga KojmeHu Kunpuc qpoxaiiu OT IOACTYIIAIIero
ymoBonbCcTBUsI. O HET, OHa BIIETIUTCS B HET0 3y0aMu, €CJIM 9TO CHOBA UTPa, IOMBITKA 3aCTaBUTh
ee paccnabuThCsT, YTOOHI BHIITEITATE O KITIOYE.

Ho ner: [I3iiH npuces Ha KOJIEHW OKOJIO KPOBATH, CXBATHUII €€ 3a JIOOLIKKY U IIOTSIHY/ Ha cebs.
Pa3Bes ee HOTU Tak ITUPOKO, YTO 3aboyenu cyxoxunus. Kuupuc BCKpuKHyna, Korga
IIOYyBCTBOBaJa IIOIe/IyHd Ha BHyTpeHHel yactu 6enpa.

Boru, o cobupaeTtcs... coenaTs 3T0?

Henbas, Henb3sd... Hugero He IIOJIYUYHUTCs, B€Jb OHA HUKOT'Aa PAHbIIEe He II0oJIydajla HU49ero u
OJIM3KO IIOX0XKEero Ha YOOBOJIECTBHE OT TaKHX JIaCK. Hy}KHO 3aCTaBUTh €0 OCTaHOBUTLCA.

Kuupuc noTrsHynace K mjiedamM UMIEPaTopa, IOMBITalach OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO [I91H KECTKO
YXBaTHJI €€ 3a ATOMUIIBI, IPUIIOIHSJI ¥ PACKPHIJI, CJIOBHO XKEeMYYKHHUITY.

— Iaxe He B3gyMai COMPOTUBISATHCS, MEHPUTHHA, — IPEOYIIPeausl OH U B JOMOTHEHUE K
cnoBaM ykycun Kuupuc 3a Koxy Ha crube 6empa. OcTpas ¥ B TO 3Xe BpeMs OfypMaHUBaloIas
00J1b ITPOIIIKJIa €€ HaCKBO3b.

— d me...



— TwI HE... 4TO?

OH OCTOPOXKHO ITpUXKaJICS rydbaMu K ee Bjiare, CIIM3HYJ SI3BIKOM KallJId €€ YIOBOJIbCTBUS.
Kuupuc gepHynach, BIeNUJIach MaabllaMi B TOKPHIBAJIO.

Boru, uto 3T0 Takoe?!

— MHe ocTaHOBUTLCA? — OH IIpepBal «IOIeJyi», HO TYT JKe BOILIeJl B Hee IalblleM. —
ITpoknsiThe, TH TaKas y3Kasd...

OctanoButhcsa? Korma oHa roToBa B30PBAThHCS OT OOHUX JIUITE HAMEKOB Ha JIaCKy?
— TloxkamnyiicTa, MO UMIIepaTop... — B3Moujaack oHa. — [Toxkamyticra!l

Bup ero, cupsiiero Mexmny HoraMu M 0O CHUX IIOpP OeToro, Ovl1 camMol Bo30yKAaroIei BeIbio
Ha cBeTe. A TO, KaK OH CJIn3all ¢ COOCTBEHHBIX I'y0 ee Bjlary, pacKoJiojio MUD Ha 9acCTH.
B03MOKHO, KOTa-TO TaBHO, OHa OblIa UCIIYyTaHHOM IIOXUIIIEHHOM AeBYOHKOM, U He 3HaJia, YTo
MYZKCKHE JJAaCKH MOTYT OBITb TAKMMHU, HO CefiHac 3TO BCE BEIBETPUJIOCH U3 T'OJIOBEI, OYITO
OYPHOU COH.

— HatiH... — [ToyeMy 3TO Tak CJIOKHO CKa3aThb?

— Ha, Kuupuc? — Ero TemMHBIN B3rJj1s1 00€lllan caMblii 66CCOBECTHRIN CEKC, KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO
MyKYMHA MOXKET OaTh XeHIIuHe. — Tebe Hy»KHO JIUIIb ITOMPOCUTH.

— Borwu, [I9iiH, x0uy TBO#M 3bIK! — COOCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA CMEJIH ellle OfHY Iperpany,
pa3MeTanu 6e3 Tpyda, CJIOBHO TOT BOJIK M3 HETCKOM CKa3KH.

— Xopomaﬂ OEeBOYKa, — IIOXBAJIUII OH.

Ero poT cHOBa mpuzKasics K HEW MeXKIOy HOTaMu, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 A3BIK PACKPHI CKITaOKHA U
TIOTJIafAWII U3HYTPH, IPOoOYys Ha BKYC, CJIOBHO KaKOe-TO JIaKOMCTBO. [lanblsl Ipomoskanu
CKOJIb3UTh BHYTPH, HO KazK[IbIM pa3, KOrga OHU OKa3bIBaJIMCh MaKCUMAJIFHO ITyO0KO, OH
YCUJIMBAJI JIACKY CKOJIb3KUM, 0ECKOHEYHO Pa3BPaTHRIM ABUKEHUEM s13blKa. CHOBA U CHOBQ, C
KaXKIHIM OBUXXEHHEeM IMOJHUMaAas ee BCe BHIIIE, 3a 00IaKa.

OHa MeTaJlach Ha IPOCTHIHSAX, CMHHASA TKaHb B IajibllaX, OyaTo Ta Obljla @JUHCTBEHHEIM, UTO
yIOepXKUBaTh €e OT XJIEIyIero o0 HoraM BOXAeneHus. [ pyas 60Jjiesia, TBEPHABIE COCKH
TpebGoBaIu JIaCKH, IO KoxkKe Oy[ATO pacTeKalloCh Or0JIeHHOe 00XKHTrallllee HaclaxKIeHue.

— Iatia! — OHa He caepzKajia KpUK, KOr[ia UMIIepaTOp BBIHYJ ITaJIbIbl ¥ MSATKO, HO
HEeYMOJIUMO, Pa3ABUHYJI CKJIaOKU HUKHUX T'y6. — O, [1aiiH!

— 4 Bech Tebs ciyiato, Kuupuc, — mogpa3Huil OH U YOAPUII 10 KIIUTOPY KOHYUKOM SI3hIKA. A
IIOTOM CHOBa U CHOBA, TOCMEMBASICh Haf TEeM, KaK OHA KaXXAbI! pa3 BCKUOLIBAETCS B €T0 PYKax.

Cunbl mokuHYIU ee. Teno CTONBKO JHEW KOmUIo BO30yXKIOeHUe, NU3HBIBAJIO OT HEBO3MOXKHOCTH
MMOIy4YUTh KejlaeMoe, 9YTo Terepb Kunpuc He Morjla — Ia U He XoTejla! — CclepKuBaThC.
JIuIIb Ha MUT IPUIIOOHSJIACh Ha JIOKTSX, YTOOBI YBUETH, KaK A3HIK [[91iHa 6€CCTHIKE TaHIYeT
y Hee MexkOy Hor. ITocyie aToro BceneHHass OKOHYATEIbHO PACTBOPUIIACH, U OCTAJIUCH JIMIID
OHU OIHHU.

— HaBatt, Kuupuc, mokpuuu ajsi MeHsi, — rmotpeboBaJl OH.

OHa 3anpoKuHYyJia TOJIoOBy, Korpaa [[9¥H CHOBa HaJgaBUJI SI3LIKOM Ha TBEP[BIM OYTropoK, Koraa
TIOTJIaUJI €r0 BCeU MiepIlllaBol ITOBEPXHOCTHIO, TO YCUIMBAL JIaCKy, TO OTCTyIas, 3aCTaBIasa
Kunpuc Kpu4aTh ¥ MOIUTH O moIlage. Ero nbiTKa Obljla HEBRIHOCUMOM, HO BCAKHUM pa3, Korma
[otiH BO30OHOBJISINI JTaCKY, OHa B3JIeTajla BCe BHIIIE U BHIIIE. [I0Ka, HAKOHEI, He B30pBajach B
JOJITOM XPUIIJIOM KPHUKE.

Kaxertcst, oHa 6apaxTanach B MPOCTHIHSIX TaK JONTO, YTO [[9HY IPUIIJIOCH JIEYhb PSIAOM U
Kpenko nmpuxaTth Kuupuc Kk cebe. OH 3aKUHYI ee HOTy cebe Ha 6epo, OJHOM PyKOoM 0OHSI 3a
11e10, APYTOM IOTJIakWBaJl B3paruBalouil XKuBoT. M Tak oo Tex mop, oKa OHa He MPHUIIJIa B
celsi.

— OTO0 OBLIIO YTO-TO HOBOE OJIst TeOSI, MEMPUTHHA? — CIIPOCHUII OH, 1 KuMpUC IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa



ero 1"y6bI roe-TO OKOJIO CBOETO BHCKaA.

— Ia, Moit uMnepaTop. — Korga cTpacTb HEMHOTO CXJIBIHYJIa, €M Ha CMeHY IIpHUIIlia CjlafgKas
Tellylas Hera, B KOTOPOU XOTEeJIOCh KyllaThbCs, CJIOBHO B YMCTOM yIOOBOJILCTBUU. Kumpuc
Habpanachk CMEIOCTH U MOTSHYJach K [atiHy. OH 00HAJ ee elfe Kpemye. — 51 He 3Hasa, YTO
MOZKET OBITh... TAK, — HOTUXOHBKY IPU3HAIaCh OHA, YYBCTBYys ce0Os pacmocnegHen
pPa3BpaTHUIIEN.

[I31H HErPOMKO XPHUILJIO PACCMESJICS €U B MaKyIIKy.

— Bor Tak: HCKYyHIIeHHasa KyPTU3adaHKa He 3HaJla, 4YTO YOOBOJIECTBUE MOZXKET OBITH enle u
TakuM. — KaxeTcs, 3To OTKPEBITHE €T0 3abaBisano. HoTku BeceymocTu pa363BI/IJ'II/I ToJj1ocC,
caellajly ero IoxX02XKKM Ha POKOT JIEHUBOI'O BOgoIlaga. — [MopmenuIbCst Blie4YaTIeHUSIMU?

Kuupuc cupsitana n1uio y HeTo Ha TPyOu, YyBCTBYys, 4TO KpacHeeT. [Touemy? OTKyOa 3TOT
cTeIf? YTO BOOOIIIE TBOPUT C HEHM ITOT MyXK4YMHA? BrIOMBAET ITOYBY M3-TIOM HOT, IIPEBpAIaeT B
cnabyio XKeHIIWHY, KOTOpas TaeT OT OQHOTO JIUIIEL er0 I'0JIoCa, OT TOro, KakK OH HeB3Hadah
mornaxuBaeT ee 6edpo.

— Kak 1B Hac Hamen? — Bompoc He maBajl € TOKOS C TOT0 CaMOro MOMEHTa, Kak [3¥H
TIOSBUJICS B OBEPSX KyHaJlbHU.

— 41 G OBI TIITOXUM OpaToOM M elre Gojee MIOXUM UMIIepaToOpoM, eciiu OB He 3Hal, TOe
IIPOBOMST BPEMSI MOM MJIAMIIIHE PONCTBEHHUYKH.

— OH ofelan BepHYTh MeHsI, — HanoMHuiIa Kuupuc.

— PyHH HUKOIa HUYEro 1 HUKOMY He olOeltaet, Kuupuc. 3anmoMHM 3T0. A ecniu PyHH 4TO-TO
noofeIrarn, 3Ha4uT, CoOOMpaeTCs HapyIuTh 3T0 obemanue. OH TaKOH: CIJIOIIHEIE
IpoTUBOpeYwsi, TeM Oojiee, KOTHa AeI0 KacaeTcsa MeHs. bpaT JIydine U3JI0BYUTCS M YKYCUT
ce0s1 3a JIOKOTh, YeM COTJIAaCUTCS UTrPaTh Ha MOUX IIpaBuiiax. ENMHCTBEHHAS NIPUUYMHA, 10
KOTOPOU OH MUPHUTCS C MOUM IIPABOM CTapIllero — cTpax. 3HaeT, YTO KaK TOJIKO IEPEeCTYIIUT
4epTy — OTIPaBUTHCSA Ha TOT CBET.

— JTa XKEeCTOKOCTb... TAK He00X0OuMa? — OCTOPOZKHO CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.

[I9%iH B3[OXHYJ, OTOOBUHYJICS M JIET TaK, YTOOBI MX TJla3a 0Ka3aJIucCh Ha OMHOM ypoBHe. Ee
cepalie pBaHyJo OBICTPEE, KOTHA B ITaMsITH BCIIBIIX 00pa3kl €T0 I'y0 U ero sa3hKa...

— OTa XKeCTOKOCTh — I'JIaBHO€, Ha YeM CTOUT UMIIEPHUs, MeUpUTHUHA. S OBl HOKPUBUII OYIIOH,
ecnu OBl CKa3as, YTO MHE 3TO B TATOCTb. UMIlepaTop OOJIKeH OBITh 6€32KaJIOCTHEIM B IIEPBYIO
odepenb K TeEM, 4TO CTOUT OuxKe Bcero. iMeHHO cpenu 6paTheB, MaTepel U JKeH 3PeloT
caMble CTpalllHble 3aTOBOPHI. COrIacuch, YTO KaKOU-HUOYOb Kpulle u3 Kepaka ObI10 OB KyHa
CJI0KHee TTono0paThCst KO MHE, 4YeM COOCTBEHHOMY OpaTy, KOTOPHIY [aXKe B MO0 KOMHATY
MOZKET BXOOUTHL 0e3 CTyKa.

— C 3TUM TAXKeJO0 IIOCIOPUTh, MOM UMIIEPATOD.

— 41 3Ha0 060 Bcex moxoxkaeHusx PyHHa, S 3HaA10, 4YeM KUBET Pacjep, Kakue KO3HU CTPOUT
KOpOJIEBA-MaTh W YeM IHIIIAT MO OymyIasi KeHa.

— Pa3Be Tebe He ciiemyeT ObITH Ceidyac C Hel? — OCTOPOXKHO, IIOMHS eT0 IpeaynpexaeHue,
PHUCKHYyJIa CIpOCuTh Kumpuc.

— A Tebe OBI XOTEeJIOCH, YTOORI 51 OBLI C Hei? — B TeMHEBIX I'jla3ax [IsiiHa TaHIleBajla HacMeIlKa.
KoHeuHO, OH 3HaJI, Y4ero OHa XOTeJjla Ha CaMOM [IeJjie, HO JKaXXAajl yCIIBIIIAaTh ellfe OOHO
oOHaxXeHHOe MPU3HaHUe.

— 4 cyacTtnuBa, YTO MOUM UMIIEPATOP HPENIOoYesI Moe OOIIEeCTBO 0OIIECTBY IPUHIIECCH, —
CKasaJjla OHa, HaflesiCh, YTO He Bhigasia 60m1b. Celuac OH C Hel, HO IPUAET YTPO — U BCE CHOBa
nepeMeHuTcsi. C Opyroi CTOPOHLI: € JIM ceToBaTh Ha Cynb0y? B :KMBOTE [0 CUX IIOP CIIagKO
HEBIJIO OT OJHOTO BOCIIOMMHAHMS O CMEJIBIX JlacKax [[3iHa.

— OToT Opak HyxKeH MHe, — HEeOXKHUIaHHO Cepbe3HO CKa3all uMIiepaTtop. — $1 He ycIiel y3HaTh
cBoero oTtua. OH yMep CIIyCTs I'of II0CJIe MOero osABIeHus Ha cBeT. KoponeBa HEXOTS
TOBOPHJIA O HEM, CJIOBHO OH OBIJI KAKMM-TO MIPOKJIsiTHEM. [1033Ke 5 HallleJl ero KapThl, TUChMa,



nsaHhel... Elle Mo# oTell X0TeJl IpeBpaTUuTh HaTpe3CcKoe rocymapCTBO B UMIIEPUIO. XOTEI
TIOIaPUThL €e CBOUM HETsIM, YTOOLI OHM ITPaBUIX MyOpo. — [9¥1H U3[an rOpbKUil CMEIIOK, eqBa
JIM He BIIEPBHIE PACKPHIB KUMprc KPOXOTHYIO IpaHb CBoew 60omu. — MHe OBIJI0 CeEMb, KOTAA I
TIOHSIJI, YTO POJMIICS Ha CBET [JIs BOIUIOLIEHUS ero MedTel. OH IToKa3an MHE IyTh.

MeiipuTHHE XOT€EJIOCh IIPUKAaTh JagoHU K yiuraM. OHa 3Haja, YTO IIOCJIEAyeT maliblile, KaKyio
IIpaBay OH pacCKaXeT yepe3 MrHOBeHue. [IoToMy 4TO 9Ta mpaBaa Oblla ee TUYHBIM
TPOKISITHEM.

— MHe IpuUNIIOCh pa3pymnTh HepymuMeiii ACIEKT, — CKa3aJll UMIlepaTop. — MHaye HU4Yero
Obl He mmony4yunock. MHaYe Mo 3eMJIM TakK U jiexkasnu Obl B pyUHax, a JIIoOu YMUpalu oT rojoaa
u 6one3HeH.

— Taxk 3T0 OBII ThI, — CTapPasCh YOIUBUTLHCHA, IIPOU3HECIIA KI/II/IpI/IC

U cHoBa cupsiTana U0 Y HeTo Ha rpynu. bonbHee, 4yeM 0CO3HAaBaTh Bpe[, KOTOPEIM [191H
TPUYUHUI CBOUM IIOCTYIIKOM, OBIJIO JTUIIb IOHUMAaHNE ee COOCTBEeHHOU BUHBI. OHA OOIXKHA
yOUTH €ro, a He JIexKaTh B OJHOM ITIOCTEIU, Haras U cyacTiauBasi. Cefiyac OH OCBETHJI ee, KaK
COJIHIIEe, BO3POOUII IJiI 4Yero-TO HOBOTO, CJIOBHO KKBasd Boma. Ho yke 3aBTpa OH CHOBa CTaHET
UMIIEPaTOPOM HITPE30B, YE€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY HHYEro He CTOUJIO Pa3pyLUIUTh €€
COOCTBEHHBIN MUP.

— K coxanenuioo, BO MHe ellle eCTh YTO-TO YeJIOBeYHOe, NHaue 51 OB IPUKa3aa Pa3pylIuTh
aCIeKT OOJHOMY U3 CBOMX reHepanoB. — OH roBOpuUJI Tak, 6yAToO coxkanen 06 3Tou
ortomHoCcTH. — CaMa IOHMMaellb, 5TO He [00aBUJIO MHe JII00BY U yBaXKeHUs, HO 3aTO MO
Hapon cOPOCHII OKOBH U CHOBA HAYYHUJICS XKUTh. Mosi COOCTBEHHAs XKU3Hb — HEBEJIMKas IeHa
3a Graromnonyyue OecITKOB THICSIY HITPE3O0B.

— Jlrogm mo6sT TeOs, MOM UMIIEPaTOop.

— Jlume Te, KTO cnyXkat umnepuu, Kuupuc, u Tebe 3T0 OTIMYHO u3BeCTHO. K cuacThio, MHE
BCe PaBHO [I0 TOTO, OyOeT MeHs TI00UT MOKOPEHHBIN KPECThIHUH UJIM IPOCTUTYTKA U3
pas3pyieHHoTo ropoaa. 51 manm uM BEIOOP: HOKOPUTHCS MHE W MCIIPABHO IJIATUTHL HAJIOTU — WA
cnoxHyTh. Thl caMa OBl YTO BeIOpasa?

— Ku3Hb, — He pa3myMBIBasi, OTBETHIA MeUPUTHHA. JIagOHb CKOJIB3HYJIA 110 €r0 ITUPOKOH
TPYOH, YKa3aTeNbHBIN Haiel] MSITKO ITOTIaqull BEIIYKIIEIHM KT'YT CTApOro IrpamMa BI0JIb TOTO
MecTa, Tae nona peGpaMu POBHO M yBEPEHHO OHIIOCH cepAlle uMIepaTopa. — YenoBek Bceraa
OOJKEeH BEHIOMPATh KU3Hb, IIOTOMY YTO IIOCJIE CMEPTHU OH IIPEBPAIIaeTCs B IPaxX U He MOXKET
cresnaTh yXKe HUUEero, YTOOHL... — «OTOMCTUTEL» UyTh OBIJIO HEe MPOTOBOPHUIACH OHA, HO BOBPEMS
CIIOXBATHU/IACh, — ... YTOOBI YTO-TO U3MEHUTh.

— Ckasasa poraTasi 1oIy0OTUHSs, KOTopas IoOkBaiia 3a I'PaHblo, — IMOOOPa3HUI OH.

— 4 Bcero nUIIb KaIlJIsi KPOBU GOT'0OB, KOTOPAs 3aCThlyIa MEXKAY MUPAMHU, MOH UMIIEPATOD, —
CMUPEHHO 0To3Banach Kuupuc. — Ilogxopsiee Teno u He Gojiee.

— Tepyrus tax u He BepHYIach K Tebe? — TpeboBaTeNIbHO CIPOCUIT [3i1H.

— Hert, Mot uMmniepaTop. — boru, mouyemy Tak CI02KHO ITPOU3HECTU HazKe CTOIb MaJlylo JI0OXKb?
ITouyemy Tak TAKEJIO IPOCTO CIPOCUTH €T0, YeM OH T'OTOB ITI0KEePTBOBATh pafy TOpKeCTBa
CIIPaBEOJINBOCTHU?

— 4 myman, aTo 6oyee OBLICTPHIM IPOIECC.

— He nocne TOro, Kak B MOEM Tejle CUmAT emle nBe CKOBaHHBIE, — IPUAyMaa OHa ellle OOHY
OTTOBOPKY, Ha 3TOT pa3 — MOYTHU HpaBauByio. He 6ynb B Helt KpoBoXKamHOM 1
Co6a3HUTeNbHUITE, TeYPrus JaBHO BepHYyach OBl C IONIHOM cunoit. U cyns mo Tomy, 94To o6e
y2Ke HaluIu criocob IIOKUAATh ee Telo, CKOPO OHa CHOBAa CTaHeT caMot co00M — Jo4ephio
CBO€TrO 0TI, FOJIOCOM MIlleHus1. Ho 4TO fenaTs C 4yBCTBaMU, KOTOPEIE IOPAT B HEl, HeCMOTPA
HU Ha 4T0? OHa JOoIKHa HeHaBUIOEeTh UMIIepaTopa, @ BMECTO 3TOTO MedTaeT CTaTh AJI HeTo
BCEM.

— THI Tak ¥ He CKa3aJ, KaK ke pa3bICKall Hac, — yBesla pa3roBop Kuupuc. O pa3pyleHHOM
AcmekTe OHU 00s3aTeJIbHO IIOTOBOPST, HO HE celyac, KOTma ee HePBHI CIIUIIIKOM OTOJIeHBI OIS
TOHOOHBIX OTKPOBEHUH.



— Bupuiub U, MEMPUTHHA, BO BCEH OKPYTe eCTh TOJIBKO OJHO 3aBefleHHe, KOTOPOE OH
IOCeaeT C 3aBUOHOM PETYISIPHOCTHIO — 3Ta MOMoOMKa. ITocne Toro, Kak OH MCIOJIHUI MOH
IpUKa3 — BeChbMa CBOeoOpa3Ho, TMMM... — PYHH MOT OTIIPaBUTLCS TOJIBKO ciopa. He
HACTOJIPKO OH 6e3yMeH, 4YTOOkI COOIa3HATL TeOs Ha MPOMEP3JION 3eMiie U/IHU B KaKOU-TO
3aMBI3TaHHON TOCTUHHUIIE.

Kuupuc crinoTayna, CHOBa U CHOBa IIPOKPYy4YHUBas B I'OJIOBe CjoBa [IsliHa.
— Tak 3TO THI IpUKa3aJ... — «PyHH e roBopuy tebe, uguoTKal»

— ¢ mpuKasaa HallOMHUTH TEM JIIOASIM, YTO OHM HapyLIaliOT YCIOBUS HAIIETro JOTOBOpPa — BOT
u Bce. CpencTBa ¥ criocoOBI MEHSI MHTEPECOBAJIX B IIOCJIENHIO odepens. To, uTo 6paT pemmn
06e3r1aBUTh 3Ty OOJITYKY MOKET 03HA4YaTh JIUIIb OOQHO — y2Ke Ceddac y Hee BHIPOCJIa HOBas
TOJIOBA, ¥ KAKOEe-TO BpeMsi 0OHa Oy[eT MOCITyIITHO-TIOKOPHOHM.

— o CJIeAymInero pasa... — BCJIYX 3aKOHYHUJIA 3a Hero KHHpHC.

— TakoBa XU3Hb, Me¥pUTHUHA. JIN6O TH UCIONIb3Yellh JTI0ael, TN00 OHU UCIIOJIb3YIOT Te0sA. T
UJIM OXOTHUK, UJIN KepTBa. MEI BCe — T'0JIOBEI MepOonCcKOol TUOPHl. Y Mbl pOOUIINCH
OXOTHUKaMH, yOuiIlaMu U IOTPOIINTeNIMu. MHOTa MHe KaXKeTCsl, YTO MEL He TporaeM ApyT
Ipyra TOJIBKO M3-3a CONMUIAPHOCTHU K cebe MOm00OHEIM.

«¢ 3Hana, YTO OHU TaKue, — mogyMasia Kumpuc, mpuxumasch K [[91HYy TaK CHUJIBHO, KaK
TOJIBKO MorJjia. — $ 3Haja, YTO OH TaKOu».

— Hawm mopa Bo3BpaIllaThCs B 3aMOK, MEHPUTHHA, — CKa3aJl OH, IOrJIaXkuBas ee mo 0empy. —
YyBCTByIO ce0s epbMOBO, IIOTOMY YTO IMPHUIIIOCH [AeJIaTh 3TO B IIPUTOHE, I'Ne YI0BOJILCTBHUE
IIPOHAIOT 3a MEeHbIH.

— MHe BCe paBHO, MOU MMIIEPATOP, — OTBETHUJIA OHA, MEYTAas JIUIITh O TOM, YTOOBI 3Ta HOYL HE
3aKaHYUBasachk. UyBCTBOBasa, KaK TOJILKO OHM BHIMIYT 3a OBEPh — OH CHOBA IIPEBPATUTHCS B
x03siMHa HaTPe3Ko# UMIIEPUH, CTAHET KECTOKUM U 6e3y4acCTHHIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOMY Iejia
HET OO TOTO, CKOJIPKO JKEHIIIWH M3HBIBAET OT TOCKYU B OXKUIAHUU XOTs OBl OQHOTO €ro
CIIy4arHOTO B3TJjIsifa. — MBI IpaBaa He MOXKeM OCTaTbCs TYT OO yTpa?

OH BNIaCTHO B3I €€ 3a HOJIGOpOJIOK, 3aCTaBUJI CMOTPETh €My B I'Jia3a.

— IMpegnmoyuTalo NPOJOJIXKUTE Ha MOel Tepputopuu, Kuupuc, — ckasaj UCKYIIaIIuM
1IerIoToM. — X04y ChesaTh ¢ TOOOM CTOIBKO Pa3HBIX Belllel, YTO 3a OJHU ITOMBICIIH 38 HUX
MEeHS CJIegyeT OTHaTh Ha pacTep3aHue HEIOPOYHBIM ITPaBEegHUKAM.

Kak BO3MOXKHO, YTOORI MYy2K4YHHa MOT' 3aCTaBUTh XKEHIIWHY TPEIeTaTb OT OOHOI'O JIMIIIb
BBICKA3aHHOTO KelaHudg? HSﬁHy Oazxe He HOTpe6OBaJ’IOCb IIyCKaTh B X0 IIaJIbIBI U A3BIK, a OHaA
CHOBa OkIJTa TOTOBA OTOaThCAd eMy. CpoemnaTh C HUM TO, qyeMmy 06yqan1/1 HaCTaBHHUIIBI, a €€ CeCTPHI
JIIO0MIH IIeIIOTOM TOBOPHUTE, 6YJITO oT HOJIO6H];IX JIaCK MY2K4YHWHa CTAHOBUTLECSA MATKHUM, KaK
OCTaBJIEHHOE€ Mo ITaJIAIIIXMM COJIHIIEM MacCIJIO.

— B Takom ciy4yae, MO UMIepaTop, II0Ka MBI HEe yeXaJlk, MOTY JIU 51 Koe 0 4eM TeOs
CIIPOCHUTB?

— Ecnu TOBKO 9TO HEe KacaeTCs MOeH HeBECTHI ¥ MOEH HaTOXKHMUIIHL.
— Her.

— B TakoM ciiydae — crpaliuBaii.

— PyuH Hamen TaspH. Y 3abpain ero.

K ee youBnenuio, 3T0 SBHO He O6bUTO [y [[91iHA HOBOCTHIO. HO Beb MX Pa3roBOpP yTPOM OB
TaKuM XOJIomHbIM. OHM BOBCE He BHITJISIIENH OpaThsMU, KOTOPEIe 000 BCeM [OTOBapHUBAIOTCS
3apaHee, YTOOHI B CJIydae 4ero MpUUTH Ha moMolrs. CKopee CTEPBITHUKAMHU, HAlle TUBITUMUCS
Ha OOHY U Ty K€ JOOLIuYy.

— OH oTHan MHe Ta’spH, — cKa3aj [IauiH. — CKasal, 9YTO coOOMpasicsa C ero MOMOIIbI0
TIPOBEPUTH, TOTOBA JIU THI UTPATh C HUM HJIM CO MHOIM.



To ecTh pa3roBopsl HacnegHuKa TEHHU O TOM, YTO OH COOHMPAETCS MO3BOJIUTL €M YHUYTOKUTD
nMIIepaTopa OBLJIX JIMIID HpOBepKOfI? TTonepITKOM BBISICHUTD, 6yneT OHa paja WUJIN IIOIMBITaeTCsA
€r0 OTTOBOPUTEL?

Kuuprc pacTepsiHO TEpeBepHYJIach Ha CIIMHY. A BeOb eCyiu OB HU ero ¢aiblmBasi yrpo3a, OHa
ObI HUKOT A He IT03BoJiuJjIa cefe 3aliTH C HUM TakK gaseko. Eciu Ob He oTYasiHUe, KOTOPOe
TMOICTETUBAJIO UATH Ha OTYASTHHBIE MEDHI, JIUIIb OBl BEPHYTH ce6e TaspH, OHa OBl CHOBA HAaIlljla
MIPUYKUHY U II0BO, YTOOB! yIepxKuBaTh PyHHA HAa PACCTOSTHUH.

— CopammuBait manbie, Kuupuc, — moTOPOIIXI UMIIEPATOP.
— Kaxk ThI HaMepeH UM pacIopsaOouThCI?
— 4 eme He pemur.

[Ia¥H ceJI, CBECHUII HOTH C IIOCTEJIM U IIPOILIEJICS ISTepHel 10 BojlocaM, KOTOPLIE 110
O0OBLIKHOBEHHUIO coOpasl B Iy4YOK Ha 3aThlIKe. KUUpUC X0TeNnoch paciyCTUTh ITHYPOK,
CTSTUBAIOIINH €T0 XXeCTKYI0 'PUBY, 3a0paThCs ManabllaMi B BOJIOCH U IMIPUTSHYTH K cebe i
nonenys. Ho oH XKeCTOKWI UMIIepaTop, a OHa BCEro JIUIIL ero HajoXkHuIa. M eMy pemrats,
KOT7la ¥ Ha 4YTO OHa OymeT uMeTh IIpaBo. XOTs, HUKTO He BIIpaBe OTPAaHUYUTH ee XKejlaHue. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MCTOPUS 3HAET [Ba CJIy4dasi, KOTAa HUI[eHKA CTAaHOBUJIACh KOPOJIEBOM, U OOUH
U3 HUX — eTro COOCTBeHHas MaTh.

«BOT TONMBKO THI OMKHA YOUTh €T0, @ HE CECTDb PSIIOM Ha TPOH».

— V Tebs msiTh MUHYT Ha cOopbl, Kuupuc, — ckasan [I9#H, yXKe CTos B OBepsx. — U
mocTapaucs, YToOs HaM He IIPHUIIIOCH TeOs XKIaTh.

OHa ofientachk Kyma ObICTpee, BlaXKHEIE BOJIOCHL coOpajia B XKT'yT M 3aBEePHYJIa BOKPYT T'OJIOBHL,
I0BepX HaKMHYJIa KalIIOH U IJIOTHEE YKyTasnach B myam. Ha ymurie [I3UH 1erkKo, CJI0BHO
NYIIUHKY, ITOCaAuJI ee Ha CIIMHY CBOEr0 OIPOMHO XkKepebila, caM cen 3a Hel. Celfyac, Korga
CXJIBIHYJIA TIepBasi BOJIHA HeOOy3MaHHOM CTPACTH, ero 6JIM30CTh Aapujia MOKOH U TEILIO.

Kaxercsi, oHa ycmesna 3agpeMarTh, IOTOMY YTO IIPOCHYJIACE, Korga [[9HH Hec ee Kyma-To BBEPX
IO JIECTHUIIE. Berio oCMOTPeBIINCh, KUUPHUC MOHsa, YTO UMIIEPAaTOpP HATIPaBIISIETCS
IPSIMUKOM B ee KOMHATYy. ['BapaeiIsl pacmaxHyiu UM OBEePh, a BepHasi KopTa CMUPEHHO
mozKeJiana eMy 3OpaBus U IIPOIBETAHUs, KaK [ejajia BCeraa, Koraa [IaMH IosSBIsICS Ha
TOpU30HTE ee 6e3PagOCTHOTO CYIIEeCTBOBAHUS.

Kunpuc yxe cobupanacsk mob1arogapuTh ero 3a 3a00Ty U mazke IPEemIoKUTh 3aepKaThCs,
KOT7Ia 3aMKOBBIE CTEHBI OYKBAaJIbHO B30PBaJl TPOMKHUM HEUCTOBHIN BOM. OT MPOHU3KIBAIOIIIUX €TI0
00/IM M OTYaSTHUS Y MEUPUTHUHEI 3aHBIJIO B Tpyau. MmepaTop 4epPTHXHYJICS CKBO3b 3yOHI,
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee Tak, OyOTO B 9Ty MUHYTY OHA OBIJIa COCPEOOTOYEHUEM BCETO CAMOTO
KeJIaHHOTO Ha CBeTe, ¥ OHa CHOBa e[Ba He pacTrasia liepen HUM.

— Mot reHUaNbHBIM OapPEeHHBIN U COBEPIIEHHO Oe3yMHBIN MaAini 6pat, — J[3iH CHOBa
BRIpyTaJiCsi. — B0OIOCh, eciiu 51 4TO-TO He MPeOnpuMy, OH B CAMOM [IeJie Pa3MO3XKUT cebe
TOJIOBY.

— Bo3MoxkHO, s1 6B MOTIIA...

— Het, Kunpuc! — paBKHYJ OH, OTMeTas BCe OaJjIbHEUIIINe IONBITKY IIOBIUATEL Ha €ro
penieHue. — Bonsiie s He CTaHy UT'PATh B 3THU UT'PDEIL. MHe ompenesIieHHO He HAaHO IIOHATHE X0O
TBOHUX MBICHeﬁ, He HalTHu HU €OuHOT O 00BSICHEHUS IIo4YeMy ThI TaK BEJIMKOAOYIIHa C TEMHU, KTO
9TOT0 HE JOCTOMH, HO BOT TebGe Moe Taby: 60JIbIlle HUKTO M HUKOT{la He cMeeT K Tebe
npukacaThcsi. Kpome mens. A Pacnep, KOnb CKOPO OH JKeJjlaeT CHOBa HaclaXOaThCsa TOOOM B
TIOCTEeJIN, MOXKET IejilaTh 3TO U HaJibIlle... HO 6e3 PYK U B CBOUX (paHTa3UsIX.

— OH TPOCTO X04YeT, YTOOHI ero MbuIN, — MITKO Bo3pa3uiia OHa.

— 4 toxe, Kuupuc, — [I51iH B34JICS 3a PY4YKYy OBepU. — 4 TOXKe.



I''maBa BoceMHagnaTasi

— T'oBOpPAT, OHA MTOHECIa IPOIJION JIYHOU.

— OuepenHas BEIIYMKA, KOTOPYIO AJTypa IBITAETCS BIUTD B YIIIU HAIllEMy MMIIEPATOPY, YTOOHI
IPOJEPKATHCS Ha MECTe ero JIIOOMMHUITH ellle XOTh OEHb.

— A BEBI BUHenu ero HeBecTy? boru, y Hee COBepILEHHO cepas Koxa!

— 3aTKHUCH, [I2Ku's1, OHA BCET0 JIUIIL TOCThS, ¥ OymeM MOJIUTHCSI, YTOOHI €10 K€ OTCIoa u
yOpasnack. He HpaBsiTCsI MHE ee CCy4YbH T'a3a.

Kuupuc 3axasna HOC pPyKOU U C TOJIOBOM OIIYCTHUJIaCh B FOPSAYYIO OYIIUCTYIO Booy. IToxkamny#,
OHa yCIBIIIana AOCTaTOYHO.

B kymanpHSX 10 OOBIKHOBEHUIO LIAPUJI IAp U I1ebeT HaIoXKHUI] u3 apaxaHa. OHa 3aHsIa
OTHEeNbHHEIN OaccedH B caMOM AajlbHEM KOHIIE 3ajia, KaK 00BIYHO, XOTSI CEeTOOHS pelInia
coeaTh UCKIII0YEeHUe U IIOCJIyIIaTh, O 4YeM CIIJIETHUYAIOT HaJI0XKHUIEL. KakK okKasasochk, qaxe
¥3 IIyCTOM GOJITOBHYU MOXKHO ITOYEPIIHYTh MHOTO Yero MOJIe3Horo. B ToM umcie o ToM, 4TO U3
cesi TIPeNCTaBAseT 3ae3kKas «IpuHIlecca». Bemgb MMEHHO OHA, a He 3aHOCYHuBasi aBOPUTKA,
OBLI ceityac epBo¥ GUTYPOY B 9TOU NAPTUHU, U B OTJIMUME OT CBOEH OeCIIPaBHOM COTEPHUIIHI U
camoi Kumpuc, el OBITIO YTO MPEOIOXKUTE [[911HY, KpoMe, COOCTBEHHOTO, TOT'0, YTO y Hee
Mexkay Hor. M [I9¥H caM IIPU3HACH, YTO ee IMPEeqJioXkKeHue CITUIIKOM COOIa3HUTETbHOE, YTOOR
OTKA3BIBAThCA: IEIbIA JTAKOMBIM KYCOK 3eMJIH, OOJIbIIasi apMus, KOTOpPas He ITIOBEPHET IIPOTHUB
HEero opyxKHe M He CTOBOPUTCS C BparoM, 4TOOH YOAapUTh B CIIMHY. A ellle y IeBYOHKa Obla
ISTHIM Pe0eHKOM CBOEM MaTepH, U ee CTapllie CeCTPHI MOKa3alli, YTO CIIOCOOHH POXKATh
CBOMM MYZKbSIM CTOJIBKO HaCJIEMHUKOB, CKOJILKO T€ CMOTYT chefaTh. Y Toro: nmieMeHHast
KOObIJTa C OTPOMHEIM KyCKOM 3€MJIH M apMHEH, TOTOBOH O IeTYKY IajblleM uMIepaTopa
BCTaTh 1107 ero 3HaMeHa. Ha ¢oHe 5TOro maxke ee cepas Koxa U OYPHOU B3TJIAL Ka3aluch
Cyllel He3HaYUTEJIbHOU MEeJIOYbI0.

Kuupuc BEIHBEIpHYTIA, OTKUHYJIA Ha3ad BOJIOCH U OTepiia C JIXIla HOTOKU BOTHL.
— l'ocnnoxka, — KopTa 3aBepHyjia €e B IOOOIrPETOE IIOKPHIBATIO.
— Cnacubo. — Kuupuc cesna B Kpeciio, KUBHYyJIa pabriHe Ha MOOyIKYy. — [Ipucsams.

Becrione3no nmpeaiaraTth JeBYOHKE APYrOoe MECTO: OHA AJOCTAaTOYHO BRIAPECCUPOBaHA, YTOOHI
Iake BO CHE WJIM B IIOJTHOM TEMHOTE HAOIIYIlh HAWTH CBOE MECTO. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO ee TUYHBIH
CII0Cc00 YHUTH OT K€CTOKOUM pPeaIbHOCTH: KOTMa KTO-TO 3a Te0S PEeInsl, YTO TOBOPUTD U [eNaTh,
Kak IIOCTYyIIaTh U I'fie CUOEeTh, MHOTHE BEIld CTAHOBSATCS Kyfaa... 6eccMmuicienHee. Hanpumep,
CTpeMJIeHUE TIOJTYYUTh CBOOOMY, THe He OyAeT KaHOalI0B U IMIPAaBUJI, 3aTO MOSIBUTCS I[€JIbIH
BOPOX 00513aHHOCTEHN ¥ MOPAJIbHBLIX TUIIEMM.

— Ona He MoXeT OBITH 6epeMEeHHOM, — BCIIyX pa3Mbinuisaina Kuupuc. [Ipyrue HaT0KHUAIBI
CTOPOHUJIUCH €€ TIOCJIe TOT0, KaK MMIIepaTOp BHICEK IaXe COOCTBEHHYIO aTapy. U MelpuTuny
YCTpauBaJio 3TO OOUHOYECTBO: €Ille He XBAaTaJ0 IPEBPATUTHLCS B OOHY M3 «OE3MO3TJI0M CcTau
BarvH». — Te XKe CIIyxy XOOWJIM elBa JIX He cpa3y, IIoCJie TOro, Kak MeHs npuse3nu B Kepak. A
OHa He AeMOHUIIa, YTOOHI MOIy4YaTh OBYJISIIUIO TI0 IIETYKY MaiblieB. [lymaeT, uyTo IIpuHIecca
cOexkuT B cne3ax? BOT yX&K BpsIf M, CKOPEe Ta YCTPOUT el 3aHMMAaTeIbHBIH ITOJIET BHU3
6amrkoy ¢ cobJIa3HUTEIbHO BLICOKOM OalIHU.

Pasmpimuisisi, Kunpuc goBepuiack pykaM CBoel palbIHU: Ta yCIesla 4OKa3aTh, YTO MOHUMAeT
ee JKeJlaHus C TIOJTyCJIOBa U B COCTOSTHUU COTBOPUTD C HETIOCJIYIIHBIMU BOJIOCAMHY T'OCIIOXKHU
HacTosmee Bonme0cTBo. A Kuupuc ncnonb30Baja 3TO BpeMsi, YTOOBl pacciabuThCs
HUIIOPA3MBIIIISATh.

Ha 3aBTpaI.HHHfI Be4Yep OBIJIO HaME4YeHO TOP2XECTBO IIO CJIy4Yalo IIOSABJIEHUA B 3aMKe
BBICOKOPOIHOM TOCThY, U CITyXu Hanepeboit 06cyxkaany, caesaet U [3¥H el nTpeioKeHue,
UJIM OTIIPABUT 00PAaTHO, KaK M NPEOBIAYIIUX coucKaTespHul. Ha GoHe cTpeMuTenpbHO
MHO2KaIlTUXCsA CIIyXOB 00 HMHTEePEeCHOM U 0J1aroCJIOBEHHOM II0JIOXKEHUU (l)aBOpI/ITKI/I, CTaBKHU B
oJb3y OpakKa WK OThe3[a IIOCTOSIHHO KojIebasluch TO B OOHY, TO B APYT'YIO CTOPOHY.

— CTpanHO BuOeTh Tebs 3leCh, — CKa3all COBCEM PSIIOM KEHCKUH T'0JIOC.



Kuwnpruc 6e301mnb0o9yH0 y3HaIa ero 1 He MOTPYOU/IACh OTKPHITE I'Ta3a. JIKIb ITogajia 3HaK
pabriHe, YTOOHI Ta IMIPOHOJIXKHIIIA 3aHUMATLCS BOJIOCAMH.

— 4 xpy peGeHKa, — IpoIoJKama foOKydaTh Anypa. — 51 3a4asia ero B IOJIHYIO JIYHY — 3TO
006s13aTenbHO OymeT Malb4yuK.

— 2Kmenrb mmo3apaBiieHUM?
— 2Ky, 4TO TBI U3BUHUIILCH.

Kuuprc HeXOTs TPUOTKpPHIIA I'1a3a, OLleHUIIa BRIpaXkeHue JTUlla MHUKEPHL. [laxke eciiu O ee
COOCTBEHHEBIE HEXUTPHIE YMO3aK/II0UeHUs He OBIIN JOCTATOUYHLIM JOKa3aTeIbCTBOM BPaHbs
¢daBOPUTKH, TO JTUI0 ATypPHl BEIAAJIO ee C TOJIOBOM. [[9MH He MPOU3BOOUI BlleYaTIeHUEe
4eI0BeKa, KOTOPHIN ONEePZKUM MEICITBIO BO UTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO HafelaTh KaK MOXKHO 0OO0JIbIIe
HacnenHUKoB. HanmpoTus, oH Kak OyOTO HapPOYHO CTOPOHUIICS JIIOOBIX Pa3roBOPOB O AeTsax. U
OTHIOOL He K3-3a IIPOKJISATUS, KOTOPOe TyT llepeCcKa3blBajid Ha BCe Jladbl Jake KPEBICHL, a U3
€CTEeCTBEHHOTO JXeJlaHus yoepeydsb elrne He POOUBIIEECs OUTS OT Y2KaCHOU PeaTbHOCTH.

— 91 He cobuparoch U3BUHSITLCSI, — yBepuna ee Kuupuc. [laxxe He MOTPyOUIaCh BEIIABUTH
JIKUBYIO YIBIOKY. ITlepen KeMm pacuiapkuBaTbes? I[lepeqn XKeHIIMHON, CIIOCOOHOM OyCTUTHCS A0
BPaHbs, JIUIIb OBl €Ille HEMHOTO YIEPKAThCS 0KOJIO My KYHUHBI, KOTOPOMY OCTO4YepTena? —
ITonararo, [a1iH OymeT oYeHb pal Y3HATh, YTO TBOM peOeHOK TakK XKe peasieH, KaK U TBOS
UCKPEHHSSA JTI000Bb K HAIlleMy UMIIEPaTopy.

Anypa Imoazkaria Fyﬁbl, HO B OCTaJIbHOM BEIIEP2KaJla yaap IIO4YTH IOCTOMHO.

— Jlekapb yxKe ocMoTpen Te6si? — Kuupuc He CMOrJjIa yOepKaThCs OT JKeJlaHus Y2KaJIUuTh
3a3HalKy eule pa3. [loToM okuHYyJIa co6eCcegHUIY TPUAUPYUBLIM B3TIIA0M. — U cynst mmo
TOMY, 4TO Ha Tebe HET HU OJHOTO CTOSIIIIETO YKpaIlIeHus, UMIIepaTop TakK XKe elle He y3HaJll 3Ty
pPanocTHYIO BeCcTh. Tak OTBETh MHe Ha BOIIPOC: [JIs KOI'O BeCh 3TOT Mackapazn? [Iis
IMpunneccu? st meHs? [I1s1 TBouX co6auoHOK? — OHa KUBHYJIA €i 3a CIIHUHY, TIe IIOTUXOHbKY
cobupanuch JII00O0IIBITHEIE IOy 0JIbIe KPACOTKH.

— I BaC OBOUX.

— CMmeno, — moxBajinjia MedpuTuHa. — MHorma Ku3Hb 3aCTaB/IsIeT HAC COBepIIaTh CTPAaHHBIE
BEIIM, TIyIble U 6€eCCMBICIIEHHO-OMacHbIe. KTO-TO XOTs GBI IIBITAETCS IIPOCYUTATE ITOCTIEACTBUS
¥ 3aCTpaxoBaTh ce0sl OT CaMbIX OIMACHBIX. KTO-TO 6pocaeTcst B OMYT C T'OJIOBOM. A KTO-TO
IIPOCTO MEJIET BCAKYIO ePYHAY, HaflesiCh, KakK MIOOUTENh «CIIaIKUX I'Pe3», IOJyIUTh
YIOBOJILCTBHE IIPSIMO Celuac, a masble O0yaob, 4To OymeT. Pa3 TH ycIiena Tak JOJITro
3a7iepKaThCsA B POJIK MIOOUMUIIE! [[9iiHA, 3HAUUT, HE MOXKeIlb ObITh TPSIMO TaKOM UAUOTKOM. —
CHUCXOOUTENBHOM yNeIOKOM Kunpuc mommnia Macjia B OTOHBb €e 3JI0CTH. — A pa3 Tax, TO S
Ieraio BEIBOM, YTO TH IPOCTO B OTHYASSHUU. B ueM memno: ummnepaTop Oosblile He XKejnaeT TeOs B
CBoell mocTenu?

Anypa mBITanachk AepxaTthbcs cebsi B pyKax, HO B3BUIACh, CJIOBHO yXKajieHHasi. Kuupuc maxe
IOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO HAJIOKHUIIA BOT-BOT yIAPUT €€, HO XKEHIIMHA B MOCJIETHUN MOMEHT
IepenyMara: OIyCTHUJIa 3aHEeCEeHHYIO PYKY, IIOMBLITaIach CIIPABUTHCS C UYBCTBAMMU.

— 9 mpocTo xouy, yTOOHI TH OOMIBIIE HE COBajla CBOM HOC K [[3iiHy, poraTas ypoguHa. — ®paza
OblIa TPOM3HEeCEeHa HAaPOUYUTO TPOMKO, YTOOB IPUXBOCTHU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JTIIOOMMUITHI CHOBA
BO3HECJIM CBOIO «KOPOJIEBY» Ha mbepecTan. — W cumraio, 4To OYeHb Lieapa, pa3 mpoiry tebs
00 3TOM BO BTOPOM pas.

— Wnu uto? YOneur MeHs?

Kuupuc nopusnacek, ¥ BepHas KopTa Habpocuia el Ha Ijleuy TelTylo HakKunky. HempusitHo,
KOHEYHO, YTO IIPOKJIATasi BLICKOYKa-(paBOPUTKA BHIIIIE POCTOM, ¥ UYTOOBI CMOTPETH €1 B I'J1a3a,
IIPUXOOUTHCS YHUKEHHO 3aQUPaTh I'OJI0OBY, HO YTO IIOAEaTh?

— 4 yxke Bupmena cMepTh, — 3arafOYHLIM IIEIOTOM ITpu3Hanack Kuuprc, MArko ouepruia
JIMHUIO IITpaMa Ha ropJjie, OTYEro B rjla3aX 3aHOCUMBOW WHUKEPHl BCIBIXHYII y&Kac. — U
BepHyJlach, OTKyna He Bo3Bpalaiorcs. [loaraems, MeHs Tak IPOCTO ucnyrats? CoBeTyio
ObITh M300peTaTenbHee, Alypa, IOTOMY YTO B CJIeAYIOIINM pa3 Bofa B KyIallbHSIX MOXKET OBbITh
XOJIOMHEE U I MOTY OBITH B OyPHOM HAaCTPOEHUH.



OTO¥M NOKAa3aTeJIbHOM ITIOPKYU XBATHUJIO, YTOOHI €€ yXOM IIPOBEJIH OTJIYIIUTEIbHEIM MOJTYaHUEM.
TUIIMHY Hapylllajau pa3Be Y4To uX ¢ KOPToU 1Iaru U IIypIlaHue CKIaJoK HaKUOKH.

Kuupuc Toponunack B KoMHATy. [1ogo0HEIEe CTEHYKY CaMU II0 ce0e HUYEero He CTOUJIU: IIPOCTO
60n1TOBHS, OOMEH U3[eBKaMM, B KOTOPOM OHa, KCTaTH I'OBOPS, ofepkaa IoHyio nobeny. Ho
Anype yOoanoch 3alleluTh ee, BEIyAUTh U3 TIIATEJIbHO 00eperaeMoro yrojika gyIu JPEBHIO
TEypPYyTHIo, KOTOpas C KaXIbIM JHEM CTAHOBHUJIACh BCe cuibHee. KOHTPOIUPOBATH 30B KPOBHU
OBIJIO TEM ellle UCTIHITAHUEM Ha MTPOYHOCTE.

— KpoBb 60T0B, XBaTUT MeHs n3berats! — Pacjiep BO3HUK Ha IYTH TaK BHE3AITHO, CJIOBHO
MaTepHanan30BaICs U3 HUOTKyda. — MHe Ka3aloCh, MBI JOTOBOPUIUCE KOE O YeM.

— IlpaBuna u3aMeHunuch, HacnegHUK KOCTel, — OTBETU/IA OHA. — MMnepaTop mozxesani
0oJIbllle He MeIuThCS MHOI0. Hu ¢ KeM.

Ha mur Ha GecrpuctpacTHOM juile Paciepa BO3HUK pocuepk 6oy, HO OH BCe ellle OB
eIMHCTBEHHLIM YeJIOBEKOM Ha CBETe, KTO yMeJl HAaCTOILKO 0e3yIIPeYHo BIIaJeTh CBOUMU
YYBCTBAMHU.

— HiMmepaTop He BUOUT JdajbIlle CBOETr0 HOCa, — HEeKPOMAaHT IT0XKaJll IJIeYaMH.
— TrI TOXKeE.

Kuupuc cxBaTuna ero 3a 3amnsicThe J1eBOU PyKy, [TOJHsTIa Ha YPOBEHE I'1la3: GpUOJIEeTOBLIM TyMaH
IpocavymBajCa CKBO3b TKaHb, ONaJIA]I KOXKY Oaxe CIydallHEIM IPUKOCHOBeHUEM. Paciep
creran cnabyio IOMBITKY BEIPBATHCS, HO MEMPUTHUHA HepxKasa Kpenko. [loTpe6oBanoch
MT'HOBEHUE, YTOOBI COEPHYTH epUaTKy. HaciemgHUK IOMOPIIIUIICS, CJIOBHO OCTascs 6e3
WITAaHOB, HO ¥ IIOCJIE 9TOTO HU CHeJas u mary. IIpocto cMoTpen, Kak ¥ Kuupuc, pasrisagsiBan
BCIIyXIIMEe YEePHUJIbHO-CUHHE BEHHBI IO KOXKel, U IIyJIbCUPYIOLINMN I'yCTON TyMaH, KOTOPBIA
pacTeKascsi BHU3 IO CaMOoro JIOKTS. Kuupuc 3amparna pykaB COPOYKM, CKPUIIHYJIa 3y6aMu.

— TBI He MOXKeIIb He 3HaTh, YTO BOT 3TO — NPUKOCHOBeHHEe KOCTIsIBOM, — CcKa3aja OHa. —
Heckosbko gHEH Has3ag 9TOro He OBLIO.

— Tpu OHs Hasam, — YTOYHUI HOMUH. — [[aXe 3a TaKoe BpeMsi MHOT0€ MOXKET CIIyYUThLCS.

Oxa 6e30mu009YHO yragasna, Kyoa KIOHUT Pacniep, u ycrena TPpUKOH IPOKISICTh ce0s 3a To,
YTO BMeCTO nobera, BBsg3ajach B pa3roBOpP, KOTOPLIM He MPUHECET HU OMHOMY U3 HUX HUYETO,
Kpome Oomu. U Bce ke, 6erats oT Pacyiepa TaM, Tae OH 3HAET KaXkK[blM 3aK0YyJIOK, Ka3ajoCh, 0
MEHBIIIEN Mepe, TIIYIOCThIO.

— MHe o4eHb XKaJllb, JOMHH, HO MEI OOJIbIIIe He MOXKEM ... OejIaTh BU[, YTO S IPOCTO UTPYIIKA,
KOTOPYIO THI KJIafells K cebe B MOCTeIb, YTOOBl YCHYTh. ITO CIIUIIKOM GOJIBHO [JIT HAac 000uX.

— ¢ HuKorga He cumuTasn Tebs urpymkoi, Kposb 60roB, — cka3an Pacimep. OH CHOBa U CHOBa
HATHIKAJICS B3TISOOM Ha MomdanuByio KopTy u xmypuics Bce 6osibIe, Kak OyATO maxke B
6e3MoIBUY pabBIHU OBITIO YTO-TO yrpozKalolllee ero XpyrnkKoMy BHYyTPEHHEMY paBHOBecuio. — 4
oyMas, Mbel 00a HallId yTellleHue ApyT B ApyTe.

«B03MO0OKHO, HO O0MbIIIE OHO MHE He TpebyeTcsi, Mol OeHbIN CITOMaHHBIM ['eHU».

— ToI Hy?kHa MHe, — TBEPIO0 3asiBUI OH. — HyXHa He KOrga-HuOyOb MOTOM, KOT[a UMIIEPaTOp
HaloeT HOBYIO IEBYOHKY, a Y2Ke CerofHs, cemdac.

CrnpimaTh 3TO OBIJIO HEIPUATHO, HO Paciep JIUIs 03BYyYHII TO, YTO OHA cama 0osy1ach
IpU3HaTh: BO3MOXKHO, BUEpaIllHsIs HOYb IIPEBO3HECTIA €€ B rj1a3ax [3iHa, u Anype IpUAETCS
IIOABUHYTHCS CO CBOETO IIbefiecTasla, HO CKOJIBKO 3TO MPOoAIUTCA? 10 3aBTpallHeTro Bedepa,
KOT[la Y H3TPe30B IOSIBUTCS HOBasl mMneparpuna? Uiy 9yTh moJbllle, TOKa OHA HE TIOHECET
3aKOHHOT'O HaclleJHUKAa?

— Ho Benn Tebe 51 ToKe HyKHa He IIPOCTO Tak? Bce ellle UImens Cnoco6 BOCCTaHOBUTD
OCKOJOK?

— Ecnu maMaThk MeHsI He ITOOBOOUT, I MOCTAaTOYHO SICHO OaJl IIOHSATh, YTO HAIIeI ero, —
HanoMHun Pacnep. U Bce-Taku BeICKa3ancs: — He Mory ¢ To60i rOBOPUTH, KOTHA UIeWKa
[oiiHa CILINIUT ¥ MOHOCHUT KaxK0e Hallle CJI0BO.



Kunpuc ornsuynacek Ha Kopty. Pabriast Tak u cTOss1a, TITyOOKO BTSIHYB T'OJIOBY B IIJI€YH,
cytynas u 6e3yuacTHas. [JoHocuuna [atiHa? 3auyeM Obl eMy MoHago0uIach JOHOCYHIIA, KOTHoa
nocne nmopku Cea cTaja IIeJIKOBOM U KPOTKOM, CJIOBHO BII0OIeHHAss HOBOOpayHasi?

— ¢ 3Hal0, 0 YeM roBOPIO, — CJIOBHO IIpouuTaB Meicinu Kuupuc, nmpogoskun Pacnep. — 3gech
HOoBCIOAY T1a3a u ymu [IsrHa. [Jake PyHH XOOUTH Ha LBIIIOYKAaX.

— Ecnu u Tak — HaM He4Yero CKPHBIBATh.

Pacnep newyanbHO B3OOXHYJ, OTYETO €T0 CUPEHEBBIH B3TJISA IPEBPATUIICS B HACTOSIIUN OMYT
nmeyajau — U B CIIEAyIOIee MTHOBEHME MATKO MOTsiHyn Kunupuc Ha ce6s1, OMHOBPEMEHHO JIOBKO
BRIUEepUYMBAas NaablleM OTOJIEHHOU JTafOHU HEBUOUMYIO QUTYPY 3a ee CIUHOU. MelpUTHHA
IIombITaNach OTCTPAHUTLCS, HO Cpa3y IIOHSJIA, YTO ee yIepKuBaeT BOBCE He ero XBaTKa, a
TEeyprus.

YTOo TBOPHUT 3TOT B3MOPHEIM ManbuuinKa?! OH 3HAEeT, Ue20 3Ta BEIXOJKA MOXKET CTOUTL UM
000MM, HO He [elaeT HUYEeT0, YTOOBI XOTh MOIBITATHLCS 3AIIUTUTL OKPYKAOIIHUX.

— Ilosnararo, Tebe nmy4Ine 3aKpHITh I'71a3a, KpoBb 60T0B, — IIPOCOYUJIICSA B €€ 3aMyTHEHHOE
CO3HaHUe cKpumy4ui rojgoc Pacnepa. — W He OTKpHIBal, MOKA S HE pa3penty.

OHa u He myMara Bo3paXaTb. Teyprus Takoro nopsigka TpeboBasa UCKIIOUYUTEILHOTO
obparenns, 6e3yKOPU3HEHHOTO MaCTePCTBA M OTrPAaHKH, 1I000e HETTOBUHOBEHUE MOTJIO
00epHYTHCS KaTacTpodoii. A eciu K 3TOMY NpuOaBUTD ellle 1 ee COOCTBEHHYIO IPEBHIOIO
TEeypruio, 3Ta KatacTpoda 3ampocTo MOrjia pa3pyIIuTh He TOJIBKO 3aMOK, HO M 3HAYUTEJIbHYIO
gacTh Mepoza.

Ceppoiie Pacnepa KOJIOTHIIOCH Tak TPOMKO M 49acTo, 94To ¥ Kumpuc 3ausio B rpynu. Kak 6ynro
9TO ee COOCTBEHHOE CepPlle TOTOBUIOCH B30PBATHCSA OT MEPEIOJIHABIIEH €T0
HEKOHTPOIUPYEMOH CUIbl. BCKOpe, 3TOT 6€3yMHBIN TPOXOT OTIYIINII €€, TIPEBPATUIT MBICTIA B
OGeccMBbICTIeHHEIH HaO0p 00pa30B ¥ BOCIIOMUHAHUMH.

— Kumpuc, — mo3Ban goMuH. Ha 3TOT pa3 ero rojoc OB HACTOSIIUM, 0€CKPOBHBIM U
XOJIOOHBIM. — MOZKeIllb OTKPBIBATE I'JIa3a.

9TO 0Ka3aJioCh He Tak pocTo. Kunpuc cMopruyna MOJIOYHYIO IIJIEHKY, KOTopasl «Cheja»
IIBETa OKPYZKAIIIEeTo MUPa, caeiana 06pa3bl MyTHEIMHU M PAaCIJIEIBYATEIMU. Ho uem GoJibIme
peanbpHOCTU OHU 0OpeTanu, TeM cunbHee Kuupuc cHOBa XOTeI0Ch 3aKMYPUTHCH.

Bokpyr, Kyna xBaTaso rjas, IpoCTUpalach yChHIIaHHAs TPyIlaMU BhIXKKEHHAas 3eMJIS.
37I0BOHKME CMEPTH IIPOCAYMBAJIOCE 10 KOXKY, OTPaBIISLIO U3HYTPU. KaxeTcs, KTO-TO elre OB
KUB, IIOTOMY YTO B YIIIM TO ¥ [OEJI0 TPOCAYNBAIINCh OTYasSHHBEIE CTOHEI O TOMOIIN: Gegoaru
IIPOAOIXKalyu BEPUTh, YTO UM yHOACTCS BhIPBATh XKU3HbL U3 XBaTKU KOCTIABOM.

— I'me mu1? Kyna ThI MeHs nipuBern, Pacnep?
Tot nocty4an nanbsleM II0 CBOEMY BUCKY
— B cBoto rosnoBy, Kposs 60roB. TouHee, B BOCHOMUHAHUS, KOTOPBIE 51 TaM obeperato.

BrIxomKa BIIOJIHE B €0 OyXe: 3aTAHYTh OECIIOMOIIHYIO KEPTBY TyHa, Iie UM He CMOXKET
IoMelllaTh HY OOUH 4YeJIOBEK Ha CBeTe.

— W 49TOo 51 momXHa 3[eChb YBUAETH?
BmecTo oTBeTa Pacnep 3agpa’t roioBy, u KMUPHC IPHUIIIOCEH IOCTIEIOBATh €T0 IPUMEDY.
O Goru, aTa KpoBoTOYalllasi paHa B Hebecax... BCe, YTO 0CTaIoCh OT Hepymumoro acnekra?!

— ¢ OB 3m€ech, KOTa BCe CIIy4YHIIOCh, — CKa3asl Pacrep, 3aqyMYnBO TOYECHBas I0AO0POIOK.
HacnegHWK HEMHOTO XMYPHJICS M C HE MEHBIINM, YeM caMa Kuupuc, vHTEpecoMm,
paccMaTpuBall MUP COOCTBEHHBIX BOCIIOMUHAaHMM. — [lyMar, YTo MHe Korfa-HuOynb yoacTcs
3a0BITh, & KOrfa IOHSJI, YTO He CMOT'Y, TO PEIIUJI COXPaHUTh Bce. ITO MO Kapa 3a TO, UTO He
OCTaHOBWUIJI €T0.

— He ocTanoBui [IsiiHa? — OCTOPOXKHO cIipocuia Kumupuc.



He6eca xpoBOTOYMIIH, TUIM HA 3€MJII0O KPOBaBEIE CJI€3bl, KOTOPHIE, Iafas, IPeBPallaiich B
ob6rauka npaxa. MeipuTruHa BEICTABUIIA JIALOHb, IIOMMAJ Iapy Kalejlb — U efBa He 3a0bIa OT
pyxHyBIIETO COHMa Oou. OTHassHUe, KPUKHU, TPOCHOBI 0 MUJIOCEPAUM COTEH, THICSY IMOTUOIINX
MeupuToB. ['o10ca ee KpoBH, Iojioca TeX, KTO HaBeKH yIiein B [ToToK.

— OH peuus, 4TO AOJIZKEH CHOeNlaTh 3TO, YTO POOUJIICS OJIS 3TOU BEJIMKOW MUCCUU —
OCBOOOUTEL MUP KUBBIX OT T€X, KTO BHIIIIE HAC IO ITPaBy POXKIOEHUs U MpaBy KpoBu. OT TeX, B
Ybe# BIIACTH YIIPABISITDH XKU3HBIO 1 CMEPThIO, IIOBEJIeBaTh ITOTOHNOM, ITPUKA3kIBaTh HEOY U
3eMJie, peKaM U oKeaHaM. [[91H BCIO KU3Hb OBIJI O0ePKUM 3TOM MBIC/IBI0. CBOOOAA IJIs BCEX
Hac.

— CBob6opa... mobo¥ 11eHoM, — mpobopMoTana Kuupuc, JomoHss ero cioBa. Kanmm KpoBu Ha
JTagOHU BCIIEHUJIUCDH, MPEBPATUINCH B TOPCTOYKY OYpPOro IMelia U yIeTeu, TOOXBaueHHbIe
HeCYIeCTBYIOIIUM BETPOM.

Pacrep B35 ee 3a PyKy ¥ MOBEJI B CTOPOHY 6enecoro xonma. OTciofia OH Ka3aJiCs JaleKuM,
Kak OyOTO HaXOJOMJICS B HECKOJIBKUX HYacaX €30kl BEPXOM, HO OHU HOOpasuch 3a mapy MUHYT.
Kuupuc HeBOIbHO IIJIOTHEE IIpUKaJach K Ijiedy Paciepa, Korga yBugesa, YTO 3TO BOBCE He
xoyIM. OHU CTOSIIU Y IIOOHOXKUS KOCTAHOU HACHIIN, TAKOM OrpoMHOM, 4uTo Kuupurc He Moria
yBUOETh BepiuHy. O0yTrIeHHbIe Yepera CMOTPEe/IM Ha He3BaHBIX I'OCTEH C SIBHOU HEITPUS3HbIO.
Kuupuc nogmanach BIepen, Korga 3aMeTn/Ia KaKyio-TO BO3HIO ciipasa. [Ipurnsgenaces — u
3axana JIamMoHIM POT, YTOOH He 3aKpudyaTh. KOHEYHO, 9TO BCEro JIUIIEL BOCIIOMUHAHHUE, 9X0
YyKOU ITaMsITH U €r0 HEBO3MOXKHO IIOTPEBOXKUTE, HO OHO OBIJIO CITMIITKOM PEaJTbHBIM.

— 41 He 3Ham, 4TO menaTh, — CKa3ay Pacnep u ero rojoc BIEPBBIE IpeaaTeIbCKU APOTHYIT. —
S moyXeH OBLI YTO-TO CHAejaTh OJIS BCeX HUX.

Kuupuc nopouia 6/1uxe, mprcesia 0KOJIO MaJIbYHUIIKN Ha KOPTOYKHU. TOT IIOQHSII TOJIOBY, KaK
OynTo MoT BUAETH ee. [ToacienoBaThIM 3amIaKaHHBIN B3TJISI TPOCOYHUJIICS CKBO3b HEe, Bjiara
Ha IIeKax aBHO BLICOXJIA, IIpeBpaTHla lienell B I'Psi3Hble pa3Bonbl. boru, ma eMy Bcero IecsiTh
net! KOHBIN Pacniep mpomyckasl mpax CKBO3b MaJIbIlbl ¥, IIIMEITasi HOCOM, BBEIY2KUBAJ OTTyAa
OCKOJIKY KOCTeM, YTOOBI IPUCOEOUHUTD UX K Kyde. CKOJIBKO K€ BPEMEHU OH 3[eCh IPOBEIT?

— ¢ He MOT He CIHIIIATH UX TOJI0CA, — ITPOIOJIZKAJ TOBOPUTh HacimemoHuK Koctei. — OHu
KpHu4aau Tak rPoMKo. CTOIbKO 00JIHM, CTOIBKO OTYASTHUSI.

— TBos Teyprusi — ux gap? — poraganack Kuupuc. II0BUHYSICh UMITYJIBCY, 3aIIyCTHIIA JIANOHb
B IIeTIeI, HO TOT IIPeBPATHIICST B HUYTO. [IJIsT Hee 9TO IPOIImoe GHIIO IUIh TYMaHOB Ha
yTPeHHEeH peKe: MOXKHO IIOCMOTPETh, HO, KaK HU CTapa¥Cs, HeIb3sI IOTPOTraTh.

— a, KpoBs 60oroB. C Tex IIOp OHU BCETrga CO MHOM.

— ToI capinuIins [ToTok?! — OHa B3BUJIaCh Ha HOT'M, CXBATUJIa €ro 3a 3alscThe 00HAXKEeHHOHU
PYKH, HaIJieBaB Ha TO, YTO I'OJIOAHAS TEPYTUS TEeP3aeT €€ IIJIOTh.

HacnegHuk KOCTe! IPOCTO KUBHYJI U I'PYCTHO YIIEIOHYICSI. HacTo#unBO BEICBOOOIUI PYKY U
C2KaJl IaJblEl B KyJlak. YepHUIbHEIE BeHBI N3YPOnoBaiyu 6IefHyI0 KOXY, YacThle yaapkl ero
cepflia IIyJIbCUPOBAJIX B 9TUX IIOTOKaxX sifa, KOTOPHIM CTPEMUTENbHO YyOUBa ero U3HYTPH.

— ¢ He mpocun gaBaTh MHe 4TO-TO, Kuupuc. [JyMaio, Torga BO MHE TOBOPUJI HCIIyTaHHBIN
peOeHOK: g BUAEN, YTO craesanl [I9¥H U 1 He cOejial HU4ero, YToOk ero0 OCTAHOBUT.

— T®I He MmorT.
— Mor, KpoB 60roB. Ec/Ti KTO ¥ MOT OCTAHOBUTh UMIIE€PaTOpPa, TO JIUIIIE f.
— TuI He MOT OBITHL TaK CHJIEH...

— 9 — HeT, HO MOI1 oTel] ObII Kyfda Ooee oflapeHHBIM TEYPTOM, YeM CyMacCIIeAIIni pOguTenb
Pynna. HukoMy n3 CMEpPTHHIX HE ITO3BOJIEHO BIaeTh TakKo¥ cuiioi, KpoBs 60T0B, M KOMY, KaK
HHU Tebe, 3HaTb 00 9TOM.

OHa KMBHYJIa, OTJISTHYJIaCh Ha Malab4yMKa: ero IIyIIIOe TeI0 B IPSA3HBIX OfeXKaaX KOPOJIEBCKOI0
HaclegHHUKA ITOKPLIJIOCE PsiOBIO, a IIOTOM M BOBCE PAacCTasijio, HAIIOCIEeIOK IIOolapuB MEUPUTHHE
ellle ONWH ITyCTOM 3apeBaHHBIM B3rsa. [IPoIIo gecsaTs JIeT, HO C TeX mop riasa Paciepa
OCTaJIUCh TAaKUMMU K€: MepPTBEIKU 0e3y4aCTHLIMU KO BCEMY, UTO TBOPUIIOCH BOKPYT. OH CJIOBHO



X1 He 2KWJI, a IMIIb OTCYUTEIBAJI JHU C TOT'O y2KaCHOI0 C06HTI/I${, KOTOPO€ HaBEKH Pa3pPyUINUIIO
CTapLIfI IIOPAOOK. BoT TOnBKO TO, 9TO BBIPOCJIO Ha PYHHAX IIOKa 4YTO MaJIO IIOXOOHUJIO Ha
IOCTOMHYIO 3aMeHY.

— B aToMm HeT TBOei BuHE, Pacnep, — monsiTanack pa3ydenuts ero Kunpuc. Kak 3HaTh,
BO3MOXKHO, €CJIM OH IIepecTaHeT HeCcTu Ha cebe OpeMs 4ymOBUIITHOIO MOCTyNKa [I3#iHa, To,
HaKOHeIl, HauOeT MUD B OylIle.

— TrI He moHUMaeInb, Kuupuc, — npsamo MmoTan ronoBou HacnegHuk Koctel. M orxonun
BCSIKWH pa3, KOT{a OHAa IEITanach MPUOIU3UTLCS. — £ ITOMOT CBOEMY OTITy CTaTh CHUJIbHEe.

— Tebe OBLJIIO OECATh...

— 4 6v11 my4dmmM TeyproMm Ha BceM Pyxane! — spocTHO nepebun ee Pacnep. — [IaiiH
cobupaics co3maTh UMIIEPUIO, HO [AJIST 3TOT'0 €My HYKHO OBIJIO Pa3pyIIUTb CTaphIi MOPSAoK. A
BHUIEJI 3aIIUCH eT0 OTIia. KpoBb GOT0B, 1, IOBEPH MHE HA CJIOBO, OHU OE€3yMHBI U MOJTHEI
cyMacuieqmux uaei. YTo 3TO 3a ugeasbHBIM MUD, TOe 3a CBOOOOY COTHHU JTIOOEN, MOJIKHEI
OTHOATh CBOM KU3HU THICAYU? £ crrpamruBaio TeOsT — YTO 3TO 3a CpaHbIi MUP?!

Or HATYyT'U BEHEI Ha €ro 1iee B3JIBI6I/IJ'II/ICB, T'JIa3a JIMX0PaaO4YHO 3allbljiajiv, BEIZKUTas KI/II/IpI/IC
OTKyHa-TO USHYTPH, OTHUMAS BCE€ TO HEMHOI'O XOpoOIIIee U CBETJIOE, YTO OHA C TAKUM TPyIOM
XpaHujla Ojid MUHYT OTHasdHHUA.

— Tebe He HyXKeH MOM 0TBeT, HacnegHuK TeHU, — MSATKO, YTOOHI 3aTYIIUTDL €T0 00JIb,
OTBETHJIA OHA.

— ToI 3HaeIb, KAKUM OH OBIJI? — IIPOJIOJIZKUJIT 3aiaBaTh BOMIPOCH Pacrnep, 6yaATo ¥ He yCIIBIIIa
ee IOCJIeHUX CJIOB. — 3Haelllb, YTO OH OBLLI 3a 4esloBeK, [[3MH — HaclegHHUK MaJleHbKOI'0
KoposieBcTBa? OH OBIJT UCKPOM, OT KOTOPOM 3aTropajiuCh BCE BOKPYT: OH MOT ¥ MEPTBOT'O
3alajuTh CBOUMHU upesMu. [IoToMy 4To, Kak u ero 6e3yMHBIN OTerl, ObII OOePKUM MBICIIIMU O
HOBOM Mupe. O KaKOM-TO UeabHOM OyayiieM, B KOTOPOM HAITPe3hl OyayT CBOOOIHEIMU U
TIOJapsAT 3Ty CBOOOMY ocTanbHBIM. UTO Hepymumelit ACIeKT — 9TO KaHJallbl, KOTOPHIE
MEWPUTHL OfEe/IN/IN Ha HaCc U3 CTpaxXa, YTO OJHAaXKIAbl MBIl JOTAHEMCS 0 HUX U CMECTUM C
nmbepecrarna.

— 9To He Tak, — ogHUMHU rybamMu ckasana Kuupuc, XoTb eMy 1 He TpebGoBaJiCs ee OTBET.

— T&I 3TO 3Hael s U Telepsb 3TO 3HAIO 5, HO TOTAa MBI BUEJIN JIUIND [[3fiHa: ero a3apT, ero
CUJTy, €Tr0 YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO KaXK[Ibli IIIaT — OH IPaBUJIbHEBIN. Y YTO mapa Kameilb KPoBU
— chopaBepnimBas IleHa 3a Oynyllee, roe CMepTHEE caMu OyOyT pelnaTh CBOI cynbp0y. MEr Bce
TOpeJid BMeCTe C HUM: MOH OTell, KopoJjieBa, apMusi. [laxke KpeCcTbsiHE U IpOKaXXeHHbIe. MBI
BCe BepusH, 4To [I91H COTBOPUT Uymo. [TIoToMy 4TO MBI BCe GOSITUCH MaKe IMTOMBICIIUTE O TOM,
YTO OH cOOMpAJICs COBepIINTEL. MuI BCce OblTu TpycaMu, KpoBw 60roB. TpycaMu, KOTOPHEIM [91H
IIOJapUII BepPy.

— 9TO0 He Bepa, 9T0 oOMaH.

— OpHO U TO XK€, — OTMaXHYJICS OT ee cJjioB Pacnep. — [lait 3abiynineit AyIle 1y4y cBeTa — U
OHa IIONIeT K HeEMY, He 3aJyMHBIBasCh, COJIHIIE 3TO UJIU CKUpAoIee IjiaMs.

— TBo# oTelnl momor [I3iHY pa3pymuTh ACIIEKT?

— Ia. — Pacnep ¢ TpyooM IIPOTONIKHYIM CJioBa B ropno. — OH He OBINT Tak omapeH, kKak Tyapm,
HO 51 3HaJI MHOTO€ M OXOTHO HOeIHUJICS 3HaHUSIMU. [IOHSATHS He MMeI0, OTKyOa 3TO BO MHE,
TOBOPST, ST TAKUM POLHUJICS.

Kuupuc BcrioMHUJIa pacckas [3ifHa 0 TOM, YTO PyHH OKa3aJjiCs COBEPIIEHHO «TJIYXUM» K
TEypruw, B TO BPeMS Kak ero 6paT OT APyroro MyKYWHBLI POOUJICS €IBa JIU HU YUCTHIM €€
cocpepnoTodyeHneM. Hu4yero youBUTENILHOTO, YTO PYHH TakK HEHABUOUT MJIAJIIETO: B HEM

COCpemoTOYeHO BCe To, uero HaclnegHUK TeHU TaK CTPACTHO XKeJal O cebs caMoro.

— Kaxk BH pa3pymunu ACIekT? ITO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Bce, 9TO co3maHo, MOXHO pa3pymuTth, Kposs 60roB. IIpocTo eHa MOXKET 0Ka3aThCsA
CJIMIIKOM BEICOKA. HEKOTOpEIE OTCTYIal0T, MOCTYHAIOT, KaK UM KaXXeTCsi, MaJIOOYIITHO. A Ipyre
UOYT 0O KOHIIA. S 0CcTaHOBUIICA yV Kpasi, IIOTOMY UTO S OUYeHb-04eHb ucmnyrasncs. [lotomy 4To



yBUOEN, K YeMY OpUBeOET Hallla JKaXXmaa cBoOOObl, HO [I[9¥H M OTell OKa3aJIuCh PEIIuTeJIbHEE.
HNHorma MHe KaXKeTCs, YTO B IIOCIEeOHIOI0 MUHYTY OTel] BCe-TaKM YBUMEN ITOCIeACTBUS UX
TIOCTYTIKA, BO3MOXKHO OAyMaJICSd U IOILITAJICA OCTAHOBUTH [[9¥tHa. Ho 9TO muims Mou
moragku. — Pacmep KpuBO ycMexHYJICs. — HauBHOe JeTCKoe XKelaHue XPaHUTh B ITaMsTH
CBETJIBIH 00pa3 MocjIeqHer0 POMaHTHKA, a HEe CyMacCIIeIIero ofepRKuMoro haHaTUKa.

— Pacrep, mportry Te6s, — Kuupuc CrioTHyIa MOACTYIIAIIKNe K TOPIIY CIe3kl, — PacCKaxXu
MHE, YTO 3[I€Ch IIPOMU3OIILIO.

— Tsl yBUOEIa HEMOCTAaTOYHO?
— 4 momnxkHa 3HATh.

Pacnep npupBUHYJICS K HEM, OPUTSIHYN K cebe OOHOM PYKOM, B TO BpeMs KakK gpyrast
6oTanach BOOIb Tejla, CoOYach HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMBEIMY IOTOKaMU TEeYPTUHU.

— HWimews, 3a 4To OB 3a1ienuThcsi, KpoBs 60T0B? — el B BOJIOCH! ImpoienTaln HaciegHuk
KocTel. — YToOR HEe COMTH C yMa OT OCO3HAHUS TOTO, UTO BEIOpajia cCaMOro HeJOCTOMHOTO U3
Hac?

Kuupuc OTTONKHYJIA €ro, 3aTPaBIeHHO 3a03upasiach 1o cropoHaM. K ueMy aToT pa3rosop?
PaciaTats ee etfe 60mbine? 3aCTaBUTh UCIIBITHIBATL YTPHI3€HUSI COBECTU?

— Pacckaxku MHe BCe, 51 X049y 3HaTh. YTOOH caMOM CHeiaTh BEIBOMHL.
Pacnep 6e3pa3nuyHO MOXKaJl IjiedyaMu.

— YTo TH X04elb yCabmaTh? [I91H pa3pymuia ACIIEeKT C HOMOIIbI0 MOEero oTHa. f 3Ha, 4To
OHM COOMPAIOTCS CHOeslaTh, HO OBIJI CIMIIKOM MaJl, YTOOBI IPOTUBOCTOSITh UX IylaHaM. U erre g
651 TpycoM. OHU npuBenu cioma jronei, Kunpuc. MHOXKECTBO COTEH TeX, KTO, IOONaBIINCh
unesiM J[IaiiHa, COTIaCUINCh MOOGPOBOIBHO ITOKEPTBOBATh CBOMMU XKU3HSIMU. THI 3HAEIIH, YTO
Takoe KpoBb, Kuupuc, v 3Haelb, KaKylo TEYPTUi0 OHa CIIOCOOHA MPOOYIUTh.

— Hy}KHO CJIUIIIKOM MHOT'O KPOBH, — HpO60pMOTaHa oHa. MrIcny, KOTOPHBIE TOJIBKO 9TO
MEeTaJIUCh B I'OJIOBE, CJIOBHO BCIIOJIOII€HHBIE IITUIIBI, IIPDEBPATUIIMCE B BA3KOE 6OJIOTO, roe OHa
JIO6pOBOJ'IBHO TOHYIJIa.

— T&BI 3HaelIb, YTO 3TO BO3MOXKHO. Y 9T0 mpousouio. — Pacnep pasBes pyKH, CIIOBHO
cobuparncst 06HSIThL BeCb MUP pa3oM. — IJTO Oblyla BakxaHasusi, Kposs 60ros.

— II3¥H pa3pymuia ACOEKT U ... MO MUp?

— KoneuHno. ToJIbKO Tak, 10 €ro MHEHHIO, MBI MOTJI 00pecTu cBOGOMY: 3amjlaTuB CBOEH
KPOBBIO U BHIITUB Bac 6e3 ocTaTka. Bcex MeHpPUTOB 3a BCex /IIomei. BB Hac co3maiu, a MEl Bac
YHUYTOXKUIU. ECTh 4TO-TO IpEeKpacHoe B 3TOM (aTaiu3Me.

— B cMmepTu HeT HUYero npekpacHoro, Hacneguuk kocteni. [losToMy, BEI Bce IPOKIATH? HeT
HUKaAKOT'0 MHOT'O MPOKJIATHS, KpOMe TOT0, KOTOpoe TIAroteeT Haf [I3iiHOM?

— 41 He GOINBIION 3HATOK HNPOKIATHM, Kunpuc. MHe DOCTaTOYHO MOero co6¢cTBeHHOro. — OH C
BOCTOPTOM CyMacIlIefIlIero YCTaBUJICSI Ha CBOIO M3YBEUEHHYIO TEYPTUEN PYKY.

— Hy u 3aueMm Tebe noHagobunacs s, Pacnep? IlycTuillb MHE KPOBB, BOCKpecuIllb OCKOJIOK — U
4TO Jasblie?

— MHe He HYXKHA TBOSI KpOBb, Kuupuc, st SCHO Aaj 9TO MOHSTH €Ile B IPOILIEIM Halll Pa3roBop.
Pa3Be 4TO Kamnss uiau gBe, He O0mbIe, YeM eciu OBl THI IPOKOJI0JIa UTJION ITajiell.

ITo Tomy, kak Pacnep mpomonzKai pasTisabiBaTh COOCTBEHHYIO PYKY, MEMPUTHHA OOTrafanach,
0 Kakol 3aMeHe oH rosopui. 1 egBa He moppmanach UCKYIIEHUIO YTO €CTh CUJIBI, BIOXKUB B
yIap BCIO TEP3alouIyo AyIry 6051k, YOAPUTh €T0. YIapuTh Tak, YTOORI OH ITEPECTall C yILIOKOH
IyMaTh 0 COOCTBEHHOM CMEPTH BO UM KaKOM-TO UAUOTCKOM HaAyMaHHOM! II€JIH.

— ToI mOBepHeIs BpeMs BCIIsATh, KpoBb 60oroB. M coenmaents Tak, YTOOBI MO TeHHUAIbLHEBIHN, HO
0e3yMHBIN GpaT HE COTBOPHUII BOT 3T0. — HacnemHUK KOCTel TKHY ManblieM B He6O.



— 9T0 6e3yMmue.

— OTOo nydIle, 4eM UMIIepUs Ha KOCTSX, Thelomue Hebeca, ronon u 601e3Hu. BMecTte Mel
CMOZKEM.

Ioragka o TOM, 4YTO UMEHHO OHa OOJI’KHA OyOeT croesaTh, 00BUIACh BOKPYT CEPALa JIEOsIHOH
3Meel. B rooBe KOJIOTUIIACh OJHA €IMHCTBEHHAS MBICJTb, ¥ OHA BBIZKUTAJIA U3 AYIIU BCE TEIIJIO
U HEXKHOCTB, OCTaBIIsAA 10 cebe BHIXKKEHHYI0, KaK ¥ caM MUP, KPOBOTOYAIIYIO ITYCTOIIb.

— 4 e cmory, Pacnep.

— CwMmoxerrb. [I151 9TOro TH 30ech. Mel 06a ciwimuM IToTok, KpoBs G0OToB.

— Taxk 3T0 oHuU Tebe TOBOPST, UTO AenaTh?

— Hawm, — cuoBa nompaBun ee Hacneguuk kocteii. — U, 6010Ch, y TeOst BCce PaBHO HET BeIOOpA.
— Kaxk Bcerga! — c ropeusio BEIKpUKHYJIa OHA.

A IOTOM, TOBUHYSICh PBYIIEMY I'DyOb KeJIaHUI0, IIOBEPHYJIACh K KOCTSTHOM HAaCHIIU — U
3aKpHyasia Tak rPOMKO, YTO OTJIyIIuia caMmy cebsi. BrlmyieckuBasa BCIO O0JIb U IPOCTh, BCIO
HEHaBUCTD U JII000Bb, TS IPSIMO B ITYCTHIE TJIa3HUITHI YEPEIIOB.

— OTnycTu MeHsI, HEMeJIEHHO, — IPOIINIIeJIa CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOBl. — BHITyCTH MEHS U3
CBOEM MTPOKIIATOM roIoBel, Paciep, mokKa 3mech He CTAJIO CIIUIIKOM TECHO OJIS HAac IBOUX.



I'’TaBa geBsATHaJLaTasi

— l'ocnoxa. I'ocrioxka, 04HUCH. — XOJIOOHBIE TamOHU KOPTHI MSITKO ITOXJIOIIBIBAIN €€ TI0
mexKam.

Kuupuc pasnenuna BeKy, TEIILHOM CTOPOHOM JTaJOHU CTepJia 3aCTHIBIINE Ha PECHUIIAX CIIEe3H],
IIOZCJIETIOBATO I'IAAs 1o cTopoHaM. Ecnu Pacnep u 6bU1 30ech, To maBHO yuien. OHO U K
JIydIIeMy: IOC/ie BCeX OTKPOBeHMM Kuupuc He XKejana BUOETh HU ero, Hu [IatiHa. [la u PyHHa
TOXe, XOTh B IIPOU3OIIIeIeM alloKaIuIICUCe ero POJlb, Cyns 110 BceMy, Obljla MUHUMAIbHOM.

OHa IpuHsIa TOMOIIb PaObIHY, ITIOJHSIACh, BCE ellle C TPYAOM OCO3HaBasl OKPYKAaloIIni MUP.
IToTpeboBaIoCh HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, YTOOBI IPUUTHU B CE0ST M CIIPABUTHCS CO CI1ab0CTHIO.
CnabocTh — IOCNIegHEeE B CIIMCKE TOT0, YEM €l CTOUT BOOPYZKUTHCS.

— OTBenu MeHs B KoMHarty, Kopra.
PabriHst, mpupepxkMBas ee 3a PyKy, UCIIOJIHUIIA IPUKaA3.

BoT TOnBKO, KaK 0Ka3aJioCh, IMYHbLIE ITOKOU 0KA3aJIUCh CAMBIM ITIOCJIEOHMM MECTOM BO BCEM
3aMke, roe Kuupuc 66110 KOMGOPTHO HAaXOOUTHCS 3[eCh U ceiidac. [ToToMy 4TO BHYTPH ee
Kpaajn uMmieparop. [I91H CTOSII 0KOJIO KPOBATH U YTO-TO BEPTEJT B pyKax. [I[prCMOTPEBIINCH,
Kuuprc paccmoTpesna TOHKYIO BUTUEBATYIO JIEHTY CePeOPSIHOTO OIIeMHUKA, YKPAIIeHHOTO
MHOXKECTBOM KPYIHBIX, CPETHUX U MEJIKUX KaMHeH. Bpsia mu «moamenka» CTOUJIa IOPOoXKe
OpUTHWHAJIA, XOTh U BEITJIsIAENA Kyna 6oee XKeMaHHO, YeM HACTOSIIIUY TadpH.

— Cny4mnoch 4TO-TO TaKoe, 0 UeM MHe cjiefiyeT 3HaTb? — MMIlepaTop TepIienBO XKaal
0TBeTa, IToKa Kuupuc Tonranack OKOJIO ABEPEH C BUOOM CIIy4aWHO 3alllefIlllei He B Ty OBEPh
cnyX)aHKU. — Kuupuc, 4To CTPSCIOCh?

Hy u mouemy KpoBoxkanHast u Co0a3HUTENbHUIIA MOJTYAT TEEPhb, KOTa HYXKHBI 00JIbIIe
BCcero?!

Ot mocapwl Kumpuc xoTesiock mocty4arts ceds mo yxy. C Tex Imop, Kak B IIPOKJIATOM Oopmere
o6e MmocTacu mpeacTainy mepen Hell BO IJIOTH, OHa OO0JIblllie He CHBIIIajia HU X HacMelleK, HU
coBeTOB. U Bce ke, OHU I'Ie-TO TaM, BHYTPU Hee, 3aTaUIUCh U 4ero-to XkayT. Enle ogHu
IPETEHEHTH B 0Yepenu Ha TO, YTOOHI ypBaTh KyCOK €€ OVIIIH.

Kuupuc engBa ymepzkanach OT HEPBHOTO CMeEIIIKa.
— Huuero He CIy4YuUnIoCh, MO uMIIepaTop, — 6e33a00THO YILIOHYIACh OHA.

— IlpenmonaraeTcs, YTO 51 HOJIXKEH IMOBEPUTh B OTKPOBEHHOE BpaHbe? — [[3HH ITOMaHUI €€
momouTH 6;uxke, a Korga Kuupuc mocsyIHo BcTaja psiioM, JIMYHO «0KOJIbI[eBajl» ee IIel0
HOBHIM yKpamneHueM. [IoATONKHYI K 3epKay, IPUCTAaIbHO HaOII0mast 3a peakiue.

B cBeTe 3akKaTHOTO COJIHIIA 3aKOBAaHHBIE B CepeOpo ayMassl, pyOuHE U candupsl m06IeCKUBaIN
CJIOBHO 3JI0Belle IIpeaBeCTHUKY Oearl. MelpuTrHa MOTIafuila naabllaMy uaeaabHbe TPaHH,
OOHOBPEMEHHO Pa3r/IIOLIBasi B 3€PKaIbHOM OTPaXKEeHUU CIOKOWHOe JHIo [I3iHa.

«OH mpu3HAaJCs, YTo pa3pyiun HepymmMerii AcriekT, cinoBa Paciiepa He ObUIM HOBOCTHIO. 1 He
3HaJjla KakK, HO pa3Be 3TO UMeJIO TOoTHa 3HaueHue?»

— OueHb HIeOpPHIY MOOAaPOK, MOU UMIIEPATOP.

— Tsl Oymenb B HEM CETOfmHs Ha npa3gHuke. OguH Beuyep. IToToM genal ¢ OMIEWHUKOM, YTO
YroIHO — MHe BCe PaBHO.

— YTO 0COOEHHOTO B CETOOHSIIIHEM BeYepe?

— K cyacThIo, 51 He JOJI?KeH OTBe4YaTh Ha TBOU BONIPOCH], MeWpuTuHa. — [[3iH moTporan
3aCTeXKY, YTOOBI YBEPUTHCS, UTO OIIEHHUK HE TAaK-TO IPOCTO CHSITE.

— BynyT eme Kakue-TO yKa3aHUs, MO uMIepaTop?

Ha sToT Pa3 9yBCTBa BCE-TAaKM IIPOCOYHUIINCH Yepe3 3aCJIOH ee CaMOO6J’IaJlaHI/IH, " BOIIPOC
IIPO3ByYall HACTOAIIXMM BBI3OBOM €r0 TEPIIEHHUIO.



— Kopra, — He rnsans Ha paObiHIO, Opocun [191H, — BEIMOM BOH M HE 3aXO[M, II0KA I'OCIIoXKa
caMa TeOs He II030BEeT.

PaGrBIHSI BEICKOIB3HYJIa 3a IBePb NOKOPHOM TEHBIO.

— 91 mato TeGe mocnenHMi MIaHC CKal3aTh MHe npaBny, Kuupuc. U 6oru tebs ynacu qyMarh,
OynOTo TO, YTO CITYYUJIOCH B 6opHaene, gaeT Tebe MPUBUIETUH UCIIBITHIBATH MOE TEPIIEHUE.

— T®I He paccka3sajl, KaK pa3pyuna AcCieKT, — cKasajla OHa IIepBoe, YTO IIPUIIJIO B T'OJIOBY.
Ecnu y2K TOBOPUTDH O TOM, YTO €€ BOIHYET, TO TaK, YTOOBI HE IPOTOBOPHUTHCS O IIJIaHaX
Pacnepa.

Boru, HO BeQb €C/IU OHA faeT eMy IIaHC COBEPIIUTh 3afAyMaHHOe, O3HadaeT JIU 3TO, UTO Tak XKe
U corjlalllaeTcs Ha OTBEIEHHYIO el POJIb?

— U THI BcmoMHMITa 00 9TOM TOJIBKO CeWdac, CIIyCTs IOYTH ABa OHA? — [[91H maxke He
CKpHIBaJI, YTO 3a0aBiIsieTCcs Haf ee MOIMbITKaMU CKPHITh O4eBUAHOe. — JlyMaelb, s He 3HalO,
4TO0 y T€OS Ha yme?

ITpexpe, yem Kuupuc ycrena mogyMaTh O TOM, YTOOB OTOUTH U AaTh cebe 60sbie CBOOOTHOTO
IIPOCTPAHCTBA, UMIIEPATOP HIPUBJIEK ee K cebe. OmMHON JTagoHbI0 KPEIKO IIEPEeXBATHUII €€ PYKH
3a CIIMHOM, a IPYro¥ cxkall nonOopoaoK. BriepBrlie B ero B3T/Isife MPOMEIbLKHYIIO YTO-TO
OTIAJIEeHHO HallOMHHAaIee GOoJIb.

— ¢ yHMUYTOXKUJI TBOM MUP, MEUPUTHUHA, — IO CJIOBaM, OyATO GOSIJICSI, YTO OHA CHOBA
CHpsIYeTCs OT IPaBOBl, CO3HAJICSA uMIepaTop. — CTep MEeNUPUTOB C JInlla 3eMu. A CIIyCTs
IecCsIThb JIeT Ha II0POoTe MOero AoMa MOSBIISeIbCS Thl — MOCJIeqHSISI Kallisd KPOBH, YTO 3acCTpsijia
MeXX[Oy 3TUM MHUPOM U TeM. KpoTkas poratas xumepa. Kem 651 51 611, ecyiv ObI XOTh Ha
MTHOBEHUE IIOBEPUJI B TBOIO UCKPEHHOCTDh, Kuupuc? YK TOUHO He UMII€paTOPOM.

OH HaKJIOHUJICS K ee TrybaM, Kak 6ynaTo coOuparsicsi OTOPOCUTh UX UTPY B HEJIOCKA3aHHOCTh U
epPerTu K TOMYy, YTO — OHHM 00a 3TO 3HAIW — OJHUM MaXOM CJIOMaeT KJIETKH, B KOTOPHIX OHU
MPSTAIUCh OPYT OT Apyra. Kuupuc pa3oMKHysa ry6sl B HEMOM CTOHE, 6€3MOJIBHO B3MOJTHIIACh
cIernaTh 9TO IIOCKOpee, YOUTH IpPaBAy B 3apOMkIlIe, ITI0Ka OHa He youmna ux. Ho y [IsiiHa, Kak
Bcerna, Ha BCe OBbLIM CBOM ILJIAHEL.

— Tol mpuIia yOUTh MEHSI, MEUPUTHHA, — IIPOIIENTaJl UMIIEPATOP IPSIMO B €€ TOCTEIIPUUMHO
IIPUOTKPHITEIM POT. — Mo NUYHKIN CyObs U 1ajlad, Moe IPeKPacHOe U yKacHOe IPOKJIITHE.

— 4 mpOCTO HAJIOKHUIA, MOM UMIIEPATOpP, — MPOoGOpPMOTaia OHa CyX0, BEITPABIUBAsT U3
ceprlia BCIO HEXKHOCTD, KOTOpPas CTPeMUJIach K HEMY, CJIOBHO PYYHOU 3BepeK. — MecTh u
TOPIOCTh MHE HE 0 KapMaHy.

[Ia¥iH TaK pe3Ko OTOOBUHYI ee OT cebs, uTo Kumupuc enBa He yrasna, 3alaTajiach Ha cj1a0bix
Horax. OH CXBaTUJI ee 3a IIJIeYy, TPSIXHYJI, CJIOBHO COJIOMEHHVIO KyKJIy, a IIOTOM CHOBa IIoiMar
3a mMoAOOPOAOK, 3aCTaBUJI CMOTPETh IIPSIMO Ha Hero. KUMpUC mhITajlach OTBEPHYTHCS,
chOKyCHPOBAaTh BHUMaHMNE Ha CTOJIOMKAX MOCTEJIN 3a CIUHOM [I3iiHa, Ha PaCIIuTOM
TIOKphIBasie. 3Haa, YTo B3rjsay []3fiHa — CJIMIIKOM CHUJIbHOE HCIILITaHUE.

U Bce-Taky, HMIIEpaTOp 3aCTaBUJI €e CMOTPETh Ha cebs.

— ToI NITYHBST, MEUPUTHHA, KaKUX CBET He BUIEJI, — CKa3aJl C IIUISIIeH 3/I0CThI0. ETo masbIlbl
C CHJIOH BOABJIMBAJINCH B €e IIJIeUl, CIIOBHO [I2#H 60sJICs, YTO OHa HeJOCTaTOYHO OCO3Halla BCe
IIMPOKKE TPAHMIIEI eI'0 HEeIOBOJILCTBA II0JIYYeHHBIM OTBETOM. — TeGe OBl XO0TeNI0Ch, YTOOH KTO-
TO APYTO¥ fesaln Ips3Hyo paboTy?

— MHe 60JIbHO, — IIpoIIerIiTajla OHa, U Ha 3TOT Pa3 OPO2KHE B I'OJIOCE BhIAaJla €€ C TOJIOBOM.

— TuI 6BIJ'Ia 6BI pada y3HaTh, 4TO He s, a, CKaXKeM, PYHH nin Pacnep YHUYTOXUIIN ACHeKT, a
BMeCTe C HUM — BceX Bac?

— OHm Ha 3TO He CHOCOOHBI, — OTBeTUIa Kumpuc.
[Ia¥H U30THYJ I'yObl B 3K€CTOKOM yCMeIIKe.

— Bce BEPHO, KI/II/IpI/IC — B HallleéM OPAHOM BEIBOOKE MO2XKET OLITH JIUIITH OOHWH ITOOOHOK, U TaK



YK CIIy4YHJIOCBH, YTO 3TOT IIOAOHOK — si. TONMbKO, 3Haelb, 4To? — OH cMaxHYJ ¢ Kuupuc
HaKUJKY, OMHUM PBIBKOM Pa30pBajl HaJlBOe TYHHUKY U CTSHYJ K ee HoraM. — MHe He HyKHO
yTpykaaTh ce6st, YTOOBI IPUTBOPSITLCS JTyYIIe UK XyKe. 51 aipuopu camMbIii MEP3KUU YEJIOBEK
B UMIIEPUHU, U MHE IIJIeBaTh, YTO U KTO 000 MHE AyMaeT IO TeX IIOp, TOKa Y MeHS eCTh
TIOKOPHOCTH ¥ MOOYHUHEHUE.

HUmMmnepaTop OTCTYNIHUII Ha IIar, JTI00ysch eio, OyATO BIepBhe BUuOesl oO0HaxKeHHOoM. Ero B3rmsan
002KHTaJl, ITPOCAYUBAJICA II0[ KOXKY KeJTaHHON OTPaBOM.

«41 He moJIKHAa XOTETh ero IIOCJie BCero, YTo 3Hal0 TeIeph, HO... T He MOry... boru...»

— 4 Tebe HeHABUIKY, MOM UMIIEPATODP, — IpoIIenTana oHa. OCKOJIKY TPE3BHEIX MBICIEHN
KOJIOTUJINCH Ha OTIINOe CO3HAHUS TPEBOKHEIMU MOJIOTOYKaMHU, IIpefynpexkaas: aTa
OTKPOBEHHOCTH COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO OBIJIa JINIITHEH.

— Kro Tebe ckazas, 9To MHe HyxKHa JTI000Bb pabuHu? — OH IepefepHyI IIjleYaMy, BCe elle
He IpennpuHUMasi POBHEIM CY€TOM HUYEro, YToO 0003HAYUTh CBOM HAMEPEeHUs. —
ITogoHKaM He HYXKHa JII000Bb, MHE BIIOJIHE JOCTATOYHO 3HATh, YTO SI MOTY BllafieTh TOOOM B
m000e BpeMsi CyTOK TaK 4acTo, Kak Toro rnoxemnai. M Te Bcerga Oymemns o MeHs
TOCTEIPUUMHO MOKPOH.

— Hert! — cnuimmkoM rpoMKO BEIKPUKHYJIA OHA.

— a, — ockamumics oH. M B TO Xe MIHOBEHUE OOHOU PYKOM ITPUBJIEK MEUPUTHUHY K cebe, a
IPYyrol Ha yOuBJIEHHWE MSITKO IIOTJIafuil ee MexXay Hor. — [a, Kuupuc, oias MeHs 3To «ga»
OymeT OECKOHEUHO [OITHM.

IIpoxnsaTtee! OH cxuran ee BCio 6€3 0CTAaTKA OOHUMHU JIUIIL CJIOBAMHU.

OT HEBO3MOXHOCTH UTO-THU00 TIPEAIPUHSITE, OT XKTydel 00uOLl Ha IpedaTeIbCTBO
cobcTBeHHOTO0 Tejla, Kuupuc coesana mepBoe, YTO MPHIIIIO B TOJIOBY: CO BCEH 3JI0CTHIO, C
00JIbIO ¥ OTUYASHUEM BOH3UJIa 3yOH! B I1e4o [I9itHa. YKycuia, CIIOBHO X KHUBOTHOE, KOTOPOe
XO3SHH BCIO XXU3HBb OeprKajl Ha IeTH ¥ 3aCTaBIISI MPUHOCKUTD MAJIKY, a TOTOM OIHAXKIBI UMeIT
HEOCTOPOXKHOCTH IOBEPHYTHCS K B3PAIlleHHOMY COOCTBEHHOM 311060# MOHCTDY.

O=Ha oxupgasa, 94TO 3a BOJILHOCTH IIOJIYYHUT OIIJIEeyXy, BCJIe[ 3a KOTOpOfI nmocienyert
pacIiiopdxkKeHne O IIOPKe. IIneBaTs.

Ho mMmepaTop JuIIh BRIPYTAJICS U, TIISIAS IPSIMO B €€ IIMPOKO PacIaxHyTHE IJla3a, MJIOTOSAHO
yNBIOHYIICS. Boru, eciu OBl OHA He XKeJjlajla ero TakK CUJIbHO OO 3TOI0 MOMEHTA, TO 3TOM yIbIOKHU
XUITHUKA OBIIIO OBl JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI PACIPABUTHLCSA C €€ HUUTOXKHBEIMHU IIOIEITKAMHU He
nmopmaBaThCcs 6e3ymMHOMY obasinuio HaciemHWKA JTyHHI.

— CunbHee, — TMIPOIIEITAN OH e Ha yX0, OHHOBPEMEHHO MIPOTAaJIKKUBasi Cpa3y OBa Iasbila
BHYTPb Hee. — ITOKaXu, KakK THl 0eCCUIIbHA IPOTUB COOCTBEHHOIO Tela.

Kuupuc 3aprigyana, cCpeiBasi C Hero COpo4kKy. KaxeTcs, Teneps [[31H OT OYyIIA XOXOTasl.
[IneBaTtsh, Ha Bce meBaTh! OHa [OJIXKHA BBHIILJIECHYTHCS.

TkaHb IoJieTesia Ha IOoJI.

— HenaBuxy Te6s, Mol uMnepaTop. HeHaBMXKY, HeHaBUXKY, HEHaBUXKYy, — CHOBAa M CHOBa
moBTopsiia Kuupuc, omHOBpEeMEeHHO SPOCTHO I[apamasi HOI'TSIMH ero CIuHy. Boru, mycts emy
OymeT 60bHO!

— TBI — CaMo COBEPIIIEHCTBO, MO€ POraToe MPOKJISIThe, — IIPOHOJIKa HacMeXaThCsi OH. Ero
TIaJIbIILI BOIIJIM HA BCIO OJIMHY, PACIIJIABJIsAs OCTATKHU ee caMoobiafanusi. — Moe MajeHbKOe
[TOXOTJIMBOE IIPOKIISTHE.

— HenaBuxy, — BhimoxHy/na Kuupuc BMecTe co cToHOM. — [13¥iH, 60ru, HeHaBUXKY Te0...
— TloBTOpPSIH 3TO CHOBa, Kuupuc, u, BO3MOXKHO, YOEIHUIIIL B 9TOM XOTSI ObI COOCTBEHHYIO TEHB.

OH PHIBKOM TIOOHSIT €e Ha PYKH, B [IBa IIIara 0Ka3aJyicsi OKOJIO TTOCTEeNIN U GPOCHII Ha MTOKPHIBAJIO.
IIpoxnamHas TKaHb PAaCTEKJIach 10 CIMHE, BhyKUBas U3 Kuupuc HOBYIO BOJIHY Opoxu. bory,
KakK ke IIycTo 0e3 ero mnanbles!



— He cMmeii K0 MHe TprKacaThCsi, — OPOIINIIesia OHA IIPSMO B JIUI[0 UMIIEPATOPa U ClIm3asa C
ry0 COJIEHHIH MYPMaHSIIUHN BKYC ero KpOBH.

— Eme kak mocMmero, — moobeman [I3iH. — M 3acTaBimio Te6si IPOCUTL MEHS COeaTh 3TO
CHOBa u CHOBa. U cHoBa. — OH mocnabuil 3aBsI3KM Ha IIITaHaX, CTAIUII 10 KOJIeH U YyTh
CKJIOHWJI T'OJIOBY Ha 00K, mpeparas Kuupuc momo60BaThCS ero Temnephb yKe MOITHOCTHI0
00HaXKEeHHEIM TEJIOM.

Kaxertcs, Y Hee OCTaHOBHUJIOCE cepnalie.

OH ORIJI CIIUIIIKOM XOPOIII BO BCEM U Be3fie. Ero Teyio Bo MHOXKECTBE IIPaMOB HPEICTaBIISIIO
Cco00¥ HaCTOSIITYIO OOy BOMHE, XaoCy U IMOPSOKY, KOTOphEIe uMmIepaTop I3¥H Hacaxman C
TIOMOIIbIO MeYa U myiaMeHu. Kak BooOIie BO3MOKHO, YTOOB MyKUYHHA OBIJI TAKUM
MYCKYJIUCTHIM ¥ KpenKuM? OH BECh CIIOBHO COCTOSIJI M3 OJTHUX TOIBKO MBIIII] ¥ PYOIIOB,
OCTaBJIEHHEIX MeYaMu BParos.

Borwu, ma oH ee IPpOTKHET HACKBO3b!

OT OHOM MBICIIHU O TOM, UYTO COBCEM CKOPO 3TOT IMOUCTUHE MOTYYHMM YJIeH CKOPO OKaKeTCs
BHYTpH Hee, Kumpuc caMeiM 6€CCOBECTHHIM 00pa30M 3aCTOHAJIa, OIIYCTHUJIA ITaJIbIIbl Ha KUBOT,
IIBITASICh CIEPKUBATDL PBYIEECS HAPYXKY JKeJIaHWe BOIJIOTUTD B JKU3Hb XOTS OBl 9aCTh TEX
MHOTHUX HEIIPUCTOWHOCTEHN, KOTOPHIEe e3KeCeKyHIHO IIPUYMHOKAaJ0 ee CO3HaHue.

— Hy 1 KaKOBHI Ha BKYC IOOOHKH U youisl, Kuupuc? — J[3#H pacCesTHHO MPOIIENCs JIaJOHbIO
110 KPOBOTOYAIlleMy MeCTy YKyca.

BmMecTo oTBeTa OHa, MOBUHYSICH OPEBHEMY HHCTHHKTY, IIIMPOKO PACKUHY/a COTHYThHIE B
KOJIEHSX HOTH, OITyCKas IaJIbIIH eIlfe HUXKe. JDTa MyCcToTa Obljla TPOCTO HEBRIHOCUMA, OHA
BBIXKUTAsla U3HYTPU.

— IIMTupe, Kuupuc, — npukazan [131H.

OHa pa30MKHYIACh IIOJTHOCThIO, OTKPHIIACh HACTOJIBKO, HACKOIBKO IMOXOT/IMBASI CAMKa MOXKET
mpeqjaraTh ce0si OTBOEBABIIEMY €€ Y OPYTHUX CaMIly.

[Ia#iH omyCcTUJICS Ha KOJIEHW MEeX/y ee HOT, TEMHBIM OT JKeJIaHUs B3TJISIA0M HabIomast 3a ee
OTKPOBEHHBLIMH ITOTJIa2KUBAHUSIMH. M 4eM kapye CTaHOBUIICS €ro B3TJISAMN, TEM CUJIbHEe
3aBomuiiack cama Kuupuc. Vi3 ropra BEIPBaIUCh IepPBble CTOHEBI, IOPA3UBIINE €e CaMy CTOIhb
OTKPOBEHHBIM HEABYCMEICIIEHHBIM ITPU3LIBOM. DTOMY MYyKYWHE MaXKe He HyKHO ITPUKACATHCS
K Hell, 4TOOH 3aCTaBUTh U3HBEIBATD OT 2KeJlaHus. XO0Th B TOM MeCTe, I'le ero u3pyoIioBaHHAas
KOXKa KacaJjlaCch ee He2KHOM BHYTPEeHHeH MOBEePXHOCTH 0Oefpa, TeJio IPolaXuBajld Pa3psiabl
TIePBOOLITHOTO KEeJTaHU.

— ITonpocu MeHsi, — noTpeboBan oH. — ITompocu HOCTaTOYHO YOEOUTEThHO, MEMPUTHHA,
VHayYe, KISTHYCh BceMu OoraMu, s U IajiblieM K Tebe He MPUTPOHYCh.

— Her, HU 3a 4TO, — B IPUCTYIIE MTOCIeAHEN OTYasTHHOM ITOMBITKU COIIPOTUBISTHCS,
mpobopMoTaa OHa, XOTS MaJIbIlbl Y2Ke TOCTETPUUMHO Pa30MKHYIU €€ IJII eT0 BTOPXKEHUS.

— VYBepeHa? — [I9¥WH IPUOBUHYJICS YyTh OTMXKe U, TPUAEPKUBAsT YJIEH PYKOH, OCTOPOIKHO
IIOBOOUJI UM TIO €€ BJIa’KHOM MpoMexkHOCTu. — CamooOMaH Tebsi He KpaCuT, MOe poraToe
MIPOKIISATHE, TH CJIUIIKOM YMHAa OJIsI 9TOTO.

JTa Jlacka OKOHYATEJIFHO Pa3pyIIniia ee XJIUIKue 6acCTUOHEL. BO3MOKHO, OH CaMBIH
HEIOCTOWHBIA My2KYMHA B MUPE U He 3aC/Ty’KUBaeT HUYEro, KpoMe IIPe3peHusi, HO ee TEJIo
CTPEMHUTCS K HEMY, €e Ayllla Pa3phIBaeTCSA Ha KyCKHU IIPU MBIC/IH, YTO OHU HE CTAaHYT OOQHUM
LIeJIBIM MIPSIMO celidac. IT030pHOe COKPYIIUTENBHOE MafieHre B caMylo 6e3Hy, UM KOTOPOM:
nomunHeHUe uMmiepaTopy [ainy. [JoOpoBoabHOE 1 6€30r0BOPOYHOE. Bpsim mu XOTh OgHa
KeHIIWHA B MUpe Morjia Ol Tak ke 6e3 0CTaTKa OTHAThCA CBOEMY MYyXKUYHHE.

— Bynp THI IPOKJIAT, MOM MMIEPATOpP, — IPSIMO B €r0 TEMHBIE OT CTPAaCTH I'Jia3a, BRIILUIIOHYJIA
Kuupuc. Y ¢ rpygHEIM BoeM B3MOJIWIachk: — Bo3pMu MeHS.

OH CO CBHCTOM BBIIYCTHUJI BO3TIYX CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObl, COMKHYJI TIaJIbI[bl Ha €€ JIOOHIZKKAX,
IPUKUMASICh K CaMOMy BXOny. TOJIKHYJICS BIIEPEN — W OCTAHOBUJICS.



— I'pomue, — moTpeboBan cHoBa. — I'pomue u yeTue, Kuupuc.

— YMorisa10... — MOTas roJIoBOM II0 ITOAYUIKE, B3MOJIMIAach OHa. — [IpoKiATke, [I91H, IIPOLUIy
Tebs!

— Bor Tak, Kuupuc, — c 4OBONBHOM I'OJIOOHOM MONYYIEIOKOM, IPOU3HEC OH, — Telepb MeXAy
HaMHU BCe IIPeJeIIbHO SICHO.

OOgHUM PEe3KWM U PEIIUTENIFHBIM ABUKEHUEM er0 YJIeH IIPOCKOIb3HYJI B HEE Ha BCIO [IJTUHY.
[atiH 3apbrdan, Kuupuc oTKIUKHYJIaCh TPOMKHUM OTJIYIITUBIINM €€ caMy CTOHOM. MenieHHO,
4yTOOBI OHA MMPOYYBCTBOBAJIA KAaXK/IBIM CAHTUMETP €r0 BIACTH Hajl Hel, OH MOYTHU BHICKOJIB3HYII
3 Hee, HO JIUIIB [JIS TOTO, YTOOH BEPHYTCS €llle OOHUM ymapoM. M Tak CHOBa U CHOBa,
yIepXKuBas ee IINPOKO pa3BelleHHbIEe HOTHU.

9T0 610 HONBLHO ¥, ONHOBPEMEHHO, HEBBIHOCUMO, OO0 CIIafKOM IPOXKM B KOHUUKAX IaslblleB
ybuiicTBeHHO npusaTHO. Kak 6yaTo, MOKa OHM IIPENaloTCs YEeMY-TO IIOPOYHOMY U T'PEIITHOMY,
BECh OCTaJIbHOW MWD JIETUT B TapTapapkl, PYIIUTCSI KYCKOM 3a KyCKOM, TPO3sI YPOHUTH UX B
IIPOIIACTh 3TOM OIIEJIOMUTEILHON CTPACTH.

— IaitH, — Kumpuc mogaaach eMy HaBCTpedy, 00BHUIIaCh BOKPYT HETO, CIIOBHO SIOBUTHIH
TLTIONI, BOMJIACh 3y0aMu B yKe MO3HABIINU ee YKYC Iyiedo. — [9iH, Mo [3MH...

OH C PBIKOM ySI3BJIEHHOTO CaMIla OMPOKKWHYJI Kuupuc Ha CiMHy, 3aBeJI PyKHU €# 3a T'OJIOBHI,
pacTsruBas, CJIOBHO CTPYHY. B oTMecTKy MelipuTrHa 00XBaTUIa €ro HoraMu, SPOCTHO
BOH3UJIa MATKHU B €T0 ATOOUITLI, TOJIKAs elre Ti1yoxke B cebs.

— Tebe HpaButcsi? — OH OYKBaIbHO BKOJIOTUN TE€JI0 KUMPUC B MEPUHY, PACKPBLI HOBYIO TPaHb
ee KpuKoB. — HpaBuTCS OBITH MTOKOPHOM U MMOOYHHEHHON?

— Ia, ga. — OT XKeJlaHUS TOLEJIOBATH €T0, II0 Ty0aM CJIOBHO ITOJIOCHY/IU HOXOM. — Ere,
oxXanyucrTa, eie!

OH 0XOTHO yHOBJIETBOPUII ee IIPoCch0y. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, UX Tejla Habpaiu TaKoH TeMI, 4TO
Kuupuc 605bIlle He MOTJIa OTJIMYUTL CBOM KPUKH OT €TI0 XPUILIIEIX TOPTAaHHBIX CTOHOB. MX
IOBUXKEeHUS OBINIM TaK HUOeabHO CllaXkKeHbI, OyITO C CaMOro Havajla CO3qaBalich OOraMu JIUIIb
IJISE TOTO, YTOOBI OOHAXKBI JOTIOIHUTE APYT OPYyTra B 9TOM MOCTEIIH.

— IatiH, IatiH, Mol [191iH, — ImOBTOpPsJia oHa OyaTo B ropssueyHoM Openy. Teno 3axjiecTHyJja
BOJIHA IPSHOM HUCTOMBI, CY/ISIIeN 4TO-TO TaKoe, Yero el elle He NOBEJIOCh UCHEITaTh. — He
oCTaHaBlIMBaMCH.

— BoT yX HeT, — ¢ BUAOM B3SIBIIETO €llle OOHY HEIIPUCTYIHYIO KPEIOCTh TUPaHa, rooberrarn
oH. — Kpuuu gna mens, Kuupuc.

U ona 3aKpHu4alia, 3aCKyJidjia OT OGBOJ’IaKI/IBaIOH.[el"O YOOBOJIBCTBUSA. Bamomnunack o0 4eM-To, HE
pa36Hpa5{ COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOB, C TOTIOBOH OKYHYJIaCh B HAIIOJIHEHHOE 3allaXOM HX CTpPpacCTu
61aKeHCTBO. M B3/eTesia CHOBa, KOT{la €ro OBUKEHUS CTalu SAAPOCTHBIMHU U YaCTBIMH,
Pa3JIaMBIBAIOIIUMHU Ha KYyCKHU €€ XpyrIKI/Iﬁ BHYTpeHHI/Iﬁ MHPOK.

— Boru, Kuupuc, — BEIIOXHYJI OH, COKPYIIas ee MOCIeTHUM, CAMBIM T'JTYyOOKHUM U JKE€CTKUM
yoapoMm. — [IpoKIsiThe, THI CTOUIIL BCETO ITOTO...

OHa pacTsiHyJlaCh Ha IPOCTHIHSAX HE B CUJIAaX AaXKe MOUIEBETUTHCA. [[3H BHITSIHYJICS PSIOOM.
Ero rpynp 4acTo momHUMAmach U IIOIIycKaslach, CBETIIBIE BOJIOCH pa3MeTanuch 10 IOoAyIIKe,
TIEePETJIENTUCH B TAYTUHY C €€ PHIKUMU MPSIOSIMU.

Kakoe-To Bpemst 06a Hacaxkaaauck 671a’KeHHOU TUIIMHONW. MHOTHe CJToBa ObIIM CKa3aHEBI
TOJIBKO YTO, MHOTO€ OBIIIO CKa3aHo 6e3 cyoB. YeM ObIIM IPOOUKTOBAHLI €€ COOCTBEHHEBIE
mopsIBEI? CTpacThio? I1oxoThi0? Be3yMHOM yOMHCTBEHHOM TI000BBIO K 3TOMY MyK4YKUHEe?

Kuupuc nomynana omelHuK. [ToguemMy-To ero IpuCcyTCTBUE Ha IIed He pa3gpaxainno. OHa Tak
YBJIEKJIaCh JXeJIaHUueM OTHAThCS UMIIePAToOpPy, YTO U AyMaTh o3abria 06 3TOM mmopmapke. A
BeOb MMEHHO B KaueCTBe PaObIHU, UTPYIIKHU, €¥ IPEeACTOUT IPUCYTCTBOBATh HAa ITUPY. Y
WHUKEPH OymeT Kyaa Oomblile TPUBUIETHH.

— YTo HUMeHHO paccka3sai Tebe Pacnep? — cupocun [I3iH.



OH ceJ Ha IIOCTeNY, Pa3MsJI IIJIEYN U C YIIBIOKOM ITOTPOTasl BCIIyXIIWe, HaJIUTHe KPOBBIO MeCTa
yKycoB. KaxeTcsi, eMy JOCTaBIISIIO YAOBOJILCTBUE HOCUTH Ha CBOEM Tejie 00JIe3HEeHHEIEe
CBUIIETEILCTBA €€ HEHABUCTHU. B KyIle C UCIIOJIOCOBAaHHOU €€ HOTTSIMU CHUHOM, MMIIEPATOP
TIPENCTaBIISAT CO00M 00pa3YnK MYXKYUHEL, KOTOPOMY IIPUIIIIOCH ITOOOPOTHCS C XUIITHOM
KOIIKOM. XOTs, KOIIIKa canach Tak ObICTPo. Kuuprc BCIIOMHMIIa CBOM YHUKEHHBIE MOJIBOHI, U,
OCO3HAaB, YTO HE HUCIBITHIBAET 3a HUX HU CTHIA, HU YIPBI3€HUI COBECTHU, MEICIIEHHO
OTTOJIKHYJIa BCe HeIIpUATHEe MbIcTU. OHa mogyMaeT O TOM, 4YTO [eJlaTh Jafibllle, 3TO 0YEeBUILHO
u HeoOxommmo. Ho celiuac, Korfa OH 3[eCh U TaK COOJIa3HUTEJIFHO Pa3meT, OyMaTh XOTEJI0Ch
JINIIL O KaKOW-TO OECTOIKOBOM meBUYbEN epYHIeE.

Ecnu oHa ¥ MOria nacTh TaK HU3KO, TO CETOOHS 3TO CIIy4YHJIOCh.

— To, uTo pagu TeOs JIIOOM IIOIIIM Ha CMEPTH, — OTBETHJIA OHA. B ee IJIaHBI HE BXOOUIIO
OTKPHIBATH [I3HHY BCce 00CTOSITENIECTBA UX C HacnemHUKOM KOCTel pa3roBopa. [I3iiH, CKopee
BCEro, MOHATHUS He uMeeT 000 BCeX TajlaHTax MJjiaminero 6parta.

— OH O4eHb OTrOpYeH U3-3a 3TOro?
YTo 3a CTpaHHEBIE BOIIPOCHI?
— IyMmalo, ero exXxeHOIIHEIHM Boii 6oJjiee YeM I'POMKO T'OBOPHUT O TOM, 4YTO fa, Pacnep oropues.

— OH Tebe HpaBUTCSA? — [[3MH NOTSHYJICS 3a IITaHAMM, OBICTPO OAEJICA — CKa3bIBalach
coJimaTcKas BhIIpaBKa. [loToM mocienoBan yepen pyOamkyu. — Y MeHsI He TaK MHOI'O BDeMeHH,
Kuupuc, 4To0HI XAaTh, TTI0Ka THI PEIHIb, JOCTOUH S MMPABANBOTO OTBETA UJIU IIPOTI0YY
BpaHbe. [IOMHUTCS, 1 Ipegynpexkaan HacueT MOEeT0 OTHOIIeHU Ko xku. He 3acTaBnsai MeHsS
IIPUMEHSTH K Tebe Te Ke MeTOObl, YTO U K APYyrUM. MoXKeT, 1 TUPaH ¥ NOAOHOK, HO THl CTOUIIb
TOCJIEHEN B CITUCKE TEX, KOMY OBl MHE XOTEJIOCh TPUYUHUTE GO0JIb.

Kuupuc noTsHynach 3a ofesijioM, IPUKPHIJIaCh, UCIIONIb3YSI 3TO BPEMS UTOOBI HAUTH
IOCTOMHBIN U 6e30macHbIN oTBeT. HpaButcs nu e Paciep? A Kak OH MOXKET He HPaBUTCA? ITO
HeBUHHOe O0e3yMIe 3apa3Ho U IopaXkaeT OKPYKalolux, CJIOBHO nopua. K Takum, Kak
HacnepHuK KOCTelN, COBEPIIIEHHO TOUYHO HEJIb351 OTHOCUTHCS PABHOIOYIIHO.

— OH xXopomu# 4eja0BeK, U O4eHb OapeH.

— DTo BCce 3aMedaTesIbHO, MEMPUTHUHA, HO S CIIPAIIMBAJI O APYroM. — [[3¥H MOBEPHYJICS K HEH,
Ha XOIy 3allpaBJisisg COPOYKY B IIITaHLL. BoJHA CTpPAcTH CXJIBIHYJIA M Telepb OH CHOBA CTall
co6oii: 6e32KaJIOCTHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM HITPE30B, KOTOPHIN ITOJTHOCTHIO KOHTPOIUPYET KaXKabIH
11ar CBOUX «UT'PYLIEK».

— V¥V MeHs HET Ipyroro OTBeTa, MO UMIIepaTop.

— Xopo11o, — Ha yauBjIeHHEe OLICTPO COTJIACUIICS OH. — B MPOTHBHOM CiIy4ae si cOOupacs
oJapuTh TeOS eMy IIOCJie CEeTOOHSIIHETO BeUepa.

MeiipuTuHa BEIDOXHYJIA CIUIIKOM I'POMKO, YTOOBI 9TO HE OCTAJIOCh HE3aMEYEHHBIM.
Cob6upasics mogapuThk. [IBa Cj10Ba, HO OHU BOMIIIEOHBIM 060pa30M BHIBETPUIIM U3 €€ T'OJIOBHI BCIO
POMaHTHYECKYI0 UyInb. He BaXKHO CKOJIPKO pPa3 OHa pacKpoeT Ieped HUM OyIly, OH He
HyXKOaeTcs B cepalle pabeiHu. B ee Tene u Tonpko. [1a U TO, TOX0XKeE, OBYX Pa3 eMy 0Ka3aJioCh
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI CeiaTh BHIOOP B MOJIb3y (hAaBOPUTKH.

— Papa, 9To MOii OTBET TeOs yIOBIETBOPUII, — CTaApasiCb OKPACHUTh TOJIOC TTIOKOPHOCTHIO,
OTBETHIIA OHA.

Bonpie HSI;IH He IIPOPOHHUJI HU CJIOBA, HO C €ro YXOOOM KOMHAaTa HaIllOJIHUJIaCh HEBUOWNMBIM
OTHassHHUEM.

OH B caMOM [eJjie cKa3al, YTo CO6I/IpaJ'ICH IIOOAQPUTE €e MlaguiemMy 6paTy?



I''maBa gBaguarTasi

— Ecnu G5l 51 He ObUI Tak B TeOS BIIIOOIEH, TO CETOOHS HaBEPHSIKA OBI BAJISIIICS ¥ TBOUX HOT,
ITalllKa.

Kuupuc npuHsia KOMIJIUMEHT C HUYeTro He BhIpazKamwoleh yiari0koi. CinoBa «PyHH» u
«BJIIOOJIEH» COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO HE COYETaIUCh OAPYT C OpyroM. Eciy TeHepoXKaeHHHN U OB
croco0eH Ha m000Bb, TO JIUIIL K COOCTBEHHOMY OTPaXXeHHUI0 B 3epKajle.

— Morna OBl XOTH IOJIS IPUJINYUSA COENaTh BU, YTO MOJIbIIIeHa, — He YHuUMAaJICs PyHH. Bamsn
Iypaka, Kak OObIYHO, KOT[la IIEITaJICS CIPSATaTh HEYBEPEHHOCTD.

— 41 3geck B KadyecTBe pabbIHK UMIIepaTopa, — OTBeTHja Kuupuc. — MHe He CTOUT
TIPOBOLIMPOBATL HUKOI'O U3 Bac.

— TrI cTana Takou CKy‘-IHOﬁ C TeX IIOp, KakK falla eMy Tebs nmoMMeTh, — CKHC HacrmegHUK TeHH.

— IIpocTo 3a609ych 0 TOM, YTOOHI KOKAa Ha MOeM ciuHe OblJla B TAKOM K€ BH[Ie, B KAKOM OHa
eCTh ceryac.

MeiipuTHHA IIOIIAPUJIa B3TJISIOOM II0 3ajy. MMnepaTtopa u [IpuHIIECCH elle He OBII0, HO OT
KONHnYecTBa roctell yxxe psaOuio B ria3ax. [IsiiH Hapo4YHO IIpeHeOper STUKETOM U O0TKa3aJiCcs
OT TOP3KEeCTBEHHOU YaCTH, TOe I'OCTSAM CJIe0BaJI0O BRICTPOUTHCS B AJIMHHYIO OUYepenhb U
OTOUBATH ITOKJIOHHI IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK KaCTeJsIH OTJIacuT ux uMs. KaxeTcsi, KoponeBy-MaTh 3TO
IpuBesio B 6emeHcTBO. I10b3ysCh OTCYTCTBUEM ChIHA, OHA JIaBUPOBajia MEXKAY TOCTSIMHU B
CBOEM KPOBaBO-KPAaCHOM IIJIaThe U MCTOYaJsia YJIBIOKY, CJIOBHO BOIUIOIIEHHOE TOCTEIPUUMCTBO.
Cyns no Tomy, uTo ciblmana Kuupuc, nobpas IoJIoBUHY IPUCYTCTBYIOIINUX TaK UK NHaYe
rocTpanana OT ee PYKH.

— A BoT 1 Hama CosepuieHHO TouHo Bepemernnas [lotackyxa, — CIIOBHO CTHX,
IpofeKIaMupoBan PyHH, ¥ KUBKOM yKa3ajl Ha HOBOIPUOHIBIINX. — CIIBIIIIA, OHU C
IMpuHIileccou monamuin.

IMonmagunu? Kunpuc HamMepeBagach OTMaXHYThCS OT €0 CJIOB, IOTOMY YTO OHU He MOTJIU OBITh
HUYeM, KpoMe HaCcMeIlIKY, HO Y4epPBb COMHEHUS yKe Brphi3cd B oymy. [lomagunu? Bynyinas
KeHa OepeMeHHas HajmoxHUIA? HUKTO B 3mpaBoM yMe He MONAET Ha Takoe, a [IpuHIlecca,
XOTh ¥ BBHITJISIZIEJIa CTPAHHOM ITOMEChIO CTEPBHL M OyBaHYMKaA, BPSM JU Obljla HAUBHOM U
06eCTOJIKOBO¥M 00 Makoll CTeleHu. A 1ryTka PyHHa Obllla CIIHUIITIKOM 0eCTOJIKOBOM, YTOOBI OHITH
LIy TKOH.

— B KaKOM CMBICJIE «IIOJIQOUIIH»?

— 3HaJI, Y4TO THl 3aUHTEPeCcyelIbcsi. — ITOT MyKYKWHA He YIIycKall BO3MOXKHOCTHU
CaMOM0BOJILHO YCMEXHYThCs. — Mou BOpPOHEI CIIBIIIIAT KaKABIM IIEIOT, IITAIIKa, KaXkKaoe
CJIOBO, [1azKe eCJI OHO OBLJI0O IPOU3HECEHO B T'OJIOBE.

Kuupuc 6e3pa3nmuyHo mozxana miedaMu. JIFoOOIBEITCTBO €710 ee TOeO0M, HO IT0Ka3aThb CBOU
3aMHTEPECOBAaHHOCTb PyHHY 03Ha4aso qOOPOBOIbHYIO ciauy B mieH. OH HeIIpeMeHHO YTO-TO
noTpebyeT B3aMeH. HeTpyaHo morapmathest, 4To. U Bpsim v ciioMaHHas 6paToM pyka, KOTOPYIO
TEeYPru IMOYTH BBIIEYHJIIH, COeJIajia ero 61aropasyMHee.

ITo cnyuaro npurnamenus, Ajlypa Hapsimuiach B 6e3ynpedHoe XKeJjToe IJIaThe, KOTOPoe
OTTEHSJIO ee KOXKY U Jejlajla I'ja3a eme 0osee 30JI0TEHIMU. Bce Ha Hell, OT IPUYECKH [0
Tydel, Kprudaso O TIaTeIbHON IoAroToBKe. OHA STBHO IpUNNIa OJIMCTaTh, ¥ CTATYC
HaJIOKHUITLI ee He CMYIIall.

— 91 TpaxHyn ee, — HU C TOTO HU C Cero, npusHasncs PyHH. — TouyHee ToBOpsi, uX 000HUX.
Kuuprc nocmoTpersna Ha Hero Tak, 6yaTo BIIepBEle BUIETIA.
— HUx — 3T0...

— Papgu 60roB, mTaIllKa, He IIPUTBOPSINCS OyPOM, 9TO COBEPILIEHHO TeOs He KpacuT. Thl u 6e3
pa3’KeBLIBAHUS IOHNA, 0 KOM pedb. U eciu TeOs 9TO yTEIIUT — OHU 00€ COBEPIIeHHO
mpecHbie. X0Ts Aypa HEIJI0X0 COCET, HO s TMTOYTH YBEPEH, YTO Thl, — PyHH GOJIBIINM TTATbIIEM



300POBOY PYKU MOTJIAANII ee HUKHIOI I'y0y, — Kyma 6ojiee Xopolia B 3TOM. 1 TOTOB KOHYHUTh
OT OMHOM MBIC/IH O TBOUX I'y0ax y MeHS...

Koner (bpa3bl YTOHYJI B TPOMOTIJIACHBIX IIPUBETCTBUAX, KOTOPBEIMU I'OCTHU BCTPETHUIIU IIOABJIEHUE
uMIlepaTopa U ero CnyTHHUIIHL.

Kuvprc vHCTUHKTUBHO LIaTHYJA TTy0XKe B TOMNIY, PaAysiCh, YTO KOJTUYECTBO JIIOAEH T03BOJISIET
6e3 Tpyna 3aTepsiThCS B UX IJIOTHEIX psifgax. He u3BecTHo, uTo gBurano [s3MHOM, KOTOa OH
norpeboBal ee 06513aTEIFHOI0 IPUCYTCTBUS, HO 3TO OLUIO HacTosAmuM 6e3ymueM. Tpu
KEHIUHEI TaK WX WHAYE JKeJIaloIue 3al0IyYuTh CaMOT0 BIUSITEIBHOTO MYKUYNHY UMIIEPUU
Ha OIHOM TEePPUTOPHUU — TaKoe BPsM JIU BEIIepXKaT [axe TPEeXCOTJIeTHUEe CTeHHl 3aMKa
TymMaHOB. Tem Gosee, uTo Ha ¢oHe pacydripeHHBIX conepHul], Kunprc, B IpocToM 4epHOM
HaTrJIyX0 3aKPBLITOM IIJIaThe, BRITJIAAENIa COBEPIIEHHO IPOUTPHIITHO. ENMHCTBEHHEIM ee
yKpaleHreM OB OITEHHUK, ¥ 9TO PAJOBAJIO U OTOPYaiIo OGHOBpeMeHHO. C OMHOM CTOPOHEL,
maXke ecyii coOpaTh BCe YKpAIIEeHUs Ha BCeX MIPUCYTCTBYIOMNX B 3aJie KEHIWHAX, UX BCe
paBHO OyIeT 3HaUYUTEJILHO MEHbIle, YeM KaMHel B ee omrelHuke. M Kuupuc yxe He
eIMHOXKOLL II0MiMasa Ha cebe 3aBUCTNIMBLIY B3TJIAA. A ¢ APyTroM: KaXKObIY B 3ajle, faxe
IOpOXKHAS IMBUTh HAa Callorax, 3HAloT, 4TO OHa — pabsius. [To kpaliHelt Mepe Ha Amype He OBIIIO
HU e0UHOTO CBHUETEJILCTBA €€ CTaTyca HaloXKHUIIK. [JIyIIoCTh IPUHUMATh 3a OOMIEI IIPOCTOM
IOPANOK Bellled, Ho Kuupuc He MoTya OTAeJIaThCSa OT MBIC/IH, UYTO [I3WH HaMepeHHO JXKeJjajl
VHU3UTH ee Iepel] COepHULIaMU.

TopzkecTBeHHas 4acTh OblsIa KOPOTKOM. MiMIepaTop moxesas BCeM COOPABIIUMCS MUpa B
IOMe M OTHS B o4Yare, ero BepHbIe KacXaphl ITOXKeJIajii TOTO JKe B3aMeH.

IMpuHilecca — Kuupuc He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTH Ce0st Ha3bIBAaTh ee M0 UMeHU «TopaHa» — SBUIACH
B JOPOT'OM ITIeTKOBOM IIaThe. CIIMITKOM BHIYYPHOM, KakK Ha BKyc Kumpuc. TopaHa Kak 0ynTo
Kpuuana: «4 Bamra OynyIias uMepaTpulla, HauuHalTe oyMaTh, YeM MeHsI YMaclIuBaTh».

OHa Beja ce0s Tak, Kak BefeT ce0s XKeHIIMHA, KOTopasi UMeeT BCe OCHOBAHUSA II0jlaraTh, YTO
nmobefia yke y Hee B KapMaHe. He CIMITKOM yMHAasi CTpaTerusi, HO, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ TOpaHHI, B
otnmume oT Kumpuc, 6vli1a Kyna 60jiee CIOKOMHAS U IIpeficKa3dyeMasi K1U3Hb, B KOTOPOU BCe
IIIJIO TI0 YeTKO IIpefionpeneieHHOMY IJIaHy.

ITo cnyuaro TopxkecTBa [9iH cMeHUN 6ojlee IPOCTYIO OfeXkK Ay, KOTOPOM oTAaBal
IIPeAnoYTeHNe B TOBCEAHEBHOW KU3HU Ha KOXKAaHBIE IITAHBI, 0EJIOCHEKHYI0 TOHKYIO COPOYKY U
KOXKaHYI0 BEPXHIOIO KyPTKY, KOTOpas ellBa He TpecKaslach Ha ero IIMPOKUX Ijiedax. KpoBaskie
PyOMHEI B €T0 KOPOHE CJIOBHO HAIMJIMCh CBeTa (haKejIoB U CBEYE: MOIbIXaJik TaK SIPKO U
3j10BeIe, 6yaTO XOTEIW HAallOMHUTh BCEM OKPYZKAIOIIUM, YTO ITpeq HUMU — IIEePBBIA MSICHUK
HsTpe3ckoy uMIepuu.

Kunpuc ckonb3Hya 3a COUHY KaKOIro-TO 60raTo pa3ofeToro rocuoguHa, 61aro, OH IPHUIIe B
COMPOBOXKIEHUM HECKOJIbKUX CHIHOBEH M 3a HUMU MEWPHUTHHA YYBCTBOBAJIa ce0s MOYTH
HeBUOUMKOM. [TouTH, moTomy 4TO [I3#H cpaldy, OyaTO TOYHO 3aJI, TIe OHa COPSYEeTCs, HallleJl
ee B3TIsAgoM. [IocMOTpes C IpUIIypoM, Kak OyATO HaIena KaKoH-TO CyIIeCTBeHHBIN U3bIH — a
TIOTOM COCPEeOOTOYHJI BHUMaHKWe Ha CBOeM I'OCThe.

— INoTaHnyems co MHOH? — PyHH onpenenieHHO caM cebst Ha3HAYMII ee KaBaJepoM Ha 3TOT
BeYep.

— VBepeH, 4YTO X04Yelllb CO MHOM TaHIeBaTh? — Kuupuc Kak ObI HEB3Ha4Yall IIpOBeJa IalbleM
110 OLIEMHUKY, IIOMOPIIIKUIAaCh OT X0JIofla KaMHel. — MMIiepaTop He IPOCTO TaK OKOJIbIleBasl
MeHSs 9TOM 6e3enyIKoi. M MHe Ka3aloCh, BEH BCe BREISICHUIIN. THI caM OTHAJl eMy TaspH.

HacnepgHuKy TeHU ompefeleHHO He MOHPABUJIOCh HAIIOMUHAHKE 0 eT0 mpourpseiae. OH
CKPUBUJICSI, UTO-TO IIpoOypUas cebe og HOC, HO OCTAJICS CTOATH, rae cTosui. Kuupuc ero
KOMIIaHUS Ha4YWHalla HpaBuTcs. 1o KpaiitHel Mepe, PyHH OTBIEKaJl ee OT ITOCTOSTHHOT'O
HaBSI3YMBOTO JKeJIaHUs HaOI0aTh 3a TeM, KaK UMIIePaTOp BEXKIIUB U 0OXOOUTENIEH CO CBOEH
rocthei. [ToueMy-TO UMEHHO CETOIHs ero 6e3ynpedyHble MaHepHl pa3apaXxaiyd CUIbHEee BCETO.

— ¥V Hac ¢ HuM ObIN goroBop, Kunpuc. OCTaHOBUMCSI Ha 9TOM.

Ona Ge3pa3nuyHoO IMepeaepHya muedamu. Kakas pasHuila, 4To 9To 3a qoroBop? Kycok 3emmu
WY MEIIOK meHeT, UK KaKasi-TO ApyTrasi MpPUBuIerus? JIydiile COCpeloOTOYUThCS Ha TOM, THe
CEerofHSIIHUI Beyep MPOBOOUT Paciep: C caMoro Havasa mpa3fgHecTBa Kupuc Tak u He



yBUOea ero cpeau TocTel. A HOMUH OBINT CITUIIKOM 3HAYUTETbHOU Gurypoi. YTobwr ero
IIOSIBJIEHIE OCTaJIOCh HE3aMeUYeHHEIM.

CoBceM CKOPO T'OCTel 03Baiu K CTOIy. [1of IHUPLIeCTBO XXKUBOTA OTBEJIM I0KHYIO YacTh 3aa,
caMyio oTamnuBaeMyio. EqBa rocTu pacceuch 1o 1aBKaM, B IPOMO3TJIblE, HATIOJTHEHHEIE
TOMOHOM CTEHEI IOTSHYJIaCh BEPEHUIIA CIIy2KAHOK C KyBIIMHAMM, MUCKaMU ¥ OTPE3aMU TKaHU
B pyKaX. ['OCTH MBITM PYKH, IIPUTOBApPHUBaAsa KaXXIbIH Ha CBOI JIal CJIOBA OXPAHHEIX MOJIUTB.
ITepBBIM GITIOOOM TTOHAIM Pa3pPe3aHHOT0 Ha KYCKHU OJieHsI. K HeMy MHOXXEeCTBO TapHUPOB:
IeyveHks KapTodenb B Macie, (papupoBaHHbIE TEYEHBIO TPUOEI, TOMUIOPH C 3aMOPCKUMU
OCTPBIMHU OpexaMu. ['opsiurie BUHA C TeIIsIX OCTPOBOB THUJIUCH PEKOH.

Kuupuc 6ni1a paga, 4TO ee MECTO 3a CTOJIOM OBIJIO Ha caMoM oTmube. 30ech ee He MOT
IocTaTh gaxke PyHH, KOTOPOMY, COTJIaCHO 3aBeleHHBIM IIpaBujaM, I10jlarajioch CUIETh 10
IpaByI0 PYKy OT Oparta. HaTsHyTas yneiOKa Ha nuile TopaHbl, KOTOa TEHEePOXAeHHBIN
HaCJIEQHUK MOABUHYJI €€ C MECTa, KyZla OHA HaXaJIbHO yCeJlach, BhI3Bajia y Kumpuc npustHoe
YyBCTBO 3/7I0pafiCTBa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHA TOXKe JKUBas KPOBb U UMeeT II0JIHOEe IIPaBo
pazoBaThCs CKUCIIEH YIBIOKE Ha JTUIe COMEPHUIIH.

ConepHuup? MeiiputrHa ObICTPO, TOKA HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI, OIIyCTHIIA B3T/ISM B ITYCTYIO
Tapenky. ECTb COBEpIIEHHO He XOTEI0Ch, PABHO KaK U IuTh. JIydlle yxK mocje, Korga rocTi
BOMIYT B paX U BHIIaAeT BO3MOXKHOCTb HE3aMETHO YCKOJIb3HYTh, IEPEKYCUTh YeM-HUOYOb V
cebst B KoMHaTe. BepHast Kopra yXKe BeIyYHia ee MOBagKKU ¥ HaBEPHsIKA HAWIET Crioco0
IIOKOPMUTH T'OCIIOXKY.

ITocne mepBBIX OO0 My3BIKQHTHE YOAPUIIK O CTPYHAM, a B 3aJ1 CHOBA MOTSIHYJIMCH CITy2KKH C
HOBHIMU YTOIIIEHUSMU: T'PaHaTaMu, GUHUKaMU, IPUIIPABJIEHHON KUCILIMU PPYyKTaMu PHIOOIH,
ukpou. ['ocTu UM He IepecTaBasi, UMIIEPATOP CMESIJICS W U3PeAKa MOTITUBAJl BUHO U3
YepHOTr0 KaMEeHHOT'0 KyOKa.

Bce mno cBouM yepenom. Y korma Kuupuc, HakOHeIl, YCIIOKOUIachk U yoenuna cebs, 4To
IIPUCYTCTBYeT Ha Ipa3fHUKe JINIIL B YTOLY €ro CTPaHHOU NpuxoTy, [I51H CHOBa pa3pylLlIui ee
XPYIIKOe BHYTPEHHE PaBHOBECHE.

Korma My3bIKaHTHI B3SIIU TATYUHWH MEIaHXOTUYHBIH MOTHUB, UMIIEPaTOP PE3KO0 BCTAJl U3-3a
CTOJIa, IPOIIIEeJI B APYTO# KOHEI] 3ajla B COMPOBOKIEHUN HANPSIXKEHHO YMOJIKHYBIIIUX T'OCTEH,
B35 Kuupuc 3a pyKy u BElesI ee B IIeHTD 3aja.

— Moit mMIIepaTop, 3TO IPOTUBOPEYHT...

— IIpocTo mepecTaBisai CBOM HOTU, MEHPUTHHA, — IIOCOBETOBAJI OH TOHOM, He IIPUHUMAIOIITHNM
BO3paxXeHui. — MHe KaXeTCsI, 3TO BIIOJIHE IIOCUIbHAs 3agadva.

OHa NogYMHUIIACh, Tast U OOHOBPEMEHHO 3aCTEIBad B €ro pykKax. OH OBITT ee JIMYHLIM OTHEM U
CTy}Keﬁ, paciiaidil ¥ IIpeBpallall B jiedq OOHUM JIMIIb TOPYUM BEIIOXOM B MaKYILIKY.

— Pagu 60roB, Kuupuc, B KU3HU He ITOBEPIO, YTO pac’Maa’py He O0yYUIIU IPEeMYOPOCTIM
TAHIIEB, — MOXKYPUJI OH. — THl MHE BCE HOTH OTTOIITaa.

— ¥V MeHd eCcTh BecKas IIpDUYHXHa, 4YTOORI BECTH C€65{, KaK HEeYKJIIO2Kasd Kypulia.

— Bcnomuraems yrpo? — OH nIpuxXail ee Kpelide, IPaKTUYEeCKU BOABUJI B CBOE TEJI0. —
IToTomy 4TO TH OOHAXKEHHAas ITOO0 MHOM — 3TO JIy4Illee, YTO S BHUAEN B ImocienHee Bpemsi. U
9TOT 00pas ImpecieayeT MeHs, KaKk CMEPTHOE IIPOKJIATHE.

OT TOro, KaK ITOXOT/INBO IPO3ByYasu 3TH CjIoBa, Kunpuc 6pocuio B xap.

Her, HY2KHO YCIIOKOUTCHA, B3ATH cebs1 B PYKH, COCPEAOTOYUTECA Ha TOM, 4TO OEeHUCTBUTEIBHO
BaXHO: HAIIPUMEDP, Ha CIeayKIlleM 3a HUMHU I10 IIsAiTaM B3rjidae TOpaHLI. U Ha XUIIHOM 6recke
B I'/Ta3aX KHUKEPEI — BOT YK KTO HE€ [ejlaeT POBHBIM CHE€TOM HHUYEro, YTOORI COXPaHUTDh XOThb
BUIOWNMOCTD HpI/IHI/I‘{I/Iﬁ.

— B uem GbIyTa HEOGXOAUMOCTE TPUBOOUTD BCEX TPOUX KEHIIUH? — OTPUHYB YyBCTBO
camocoxpaHeHwus, cipocuina Kunpuc. OTcTpanunach, 9T06B MMETh BO3MOIKHOCTb IIOCMOTPETH
[siiny B nmuito. — B yeM Heo6X0OUMOCTE BEICTABJISITh HAIlOKa3 CBOIO palHIHIO B OIIETHUKE, 3a
KOTOPBIN MOXKHO KYIIUTH LEJIBIN FOPOJ CO BCEMHU €T0 KUTEIIMMU?



— Ilomnararo, s IPOCTO CYKHUH CHIH, KOTOPOMY IO CMEPTH CKYyYHO Ha 3TOM IPa3mHUKe XKU3IHU, —
OTO3BaJICS OH. JlaXkKe He CKPBIBAJI, YTO MPsSYeT UCTUHHYIO IPUYUHY 3a HaCMeIllKaMu. — BoT
K[y, KOTOpPas U3 Bac MEePBOM MMyCTUT B XOJ XKaJio. ¢ CJIpIXaj, 4TO BOT Te YIIJible pebsita, —
UMIIepPaTop KMBHYJI Ha TOTOBSIINXCS K BEICTYIIAHUIO aKpoOaTOB, — MIPUHUMAIOT CTaBKU.

— U Kakue y MeHs IIaHCHI?
— Ilonarar, oHM BenuKH. TH, B OTINYKE OT COIIEPHUII, MOXKEITb 00IaThCH.

Kuupuc coenana Bce, 9TOOB MTPOUTHOPUPOBATD €I'0 UIYTKY, HO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM ITO30HO — T'yOHI
camu co0O0¥ pPacTSIHYJIUCH B IPUCTYIIE BECEJIbsI, @ HETPOMKUI TOPTaHHBIN cMeX [[9tiHa
HEHaAO0JIr'0 COTBOPUJI MJTIO3UIO, YTO TaK U AOJIXKHO OBITh. [10 KpaliHel Mepe, Ha 9TOT TaHeI]
OHa IIoJTy4YujIa UMIlepaTopa Bcero 6e3 ocraTka. ITo Kypna 0oJbllle, YeM BO3MOXKHOCTEL CULETh K
HeMy MoOJInKe WIXW BPaTh HAIPaBO M HAJIEBO O ero pefeHKe B JKUBOTE.

— Kuwupuc. — Ero pe3ko CMEHUBIINNCS TOH OJHUM MXOM Pa3pPYILINUJI €€ MONLITKY HaCIagUuThCsS
camoo6MaHOM. — UTOOHI HU CIIy4YUJIOCh — THI OIKHA MEPUTH MHE.

— A 9TO OOJIKHO CIIyYUThCA? — HACTOPOIKMUJIIACh OHA.

— TrI 3apaemtbs He IpaBUJIbHBIE BOIIPOCH. — Teleps ero TOH CTajl pa3fgpaXeHHbIM. — Eciu T
He OyIellb JOBEPSTh MHE 10 TAKOM CTelleH!, YTOOBl BPYYUTh CBOIO XKU3Hb 10 IIEPBOMY
TpeboBaHUIO, TO 51 B TeOe 0UEHDb CUJIBHO OLINOCS.

— 91 TBOsI pabBIHS, MO¥ UMIIEPATOP.

— TwI cHOBa IIpA4YelbCs 3a BelllaMK, B KOTOPhEIE CaMa K€ He cIriocobOHa IIOBEPUTE. MHue
Ka3aJioch, TH IOCTATOYHO TECHO U AOJITO 00Iaeibcsi ¢ KopTo#, YTOO IPOYYBCTBOBATD
Pa3HuLy MexKIOy BaMu. I[a}Ke OCJIy IIOHATHO, YTO C IIEPBOI'0 OJHA TBOETO IIOSABJIEHUA B 3aMKe, ThI
¥ 9acy He Obl1a paObIHEN TTO-HACTOSIIEMY.

K gyemy oH ky10oHUT? KaKyio KpoBaByIO UTPYy 3amyMall Teneps?

— Tl ToXKe XKemaellb 3all0JIyYuTh MO0 KpoBb? — Kumpuc 6os1ack, 4To ero «ga»
OKOHYAaTEeJIbHO CBEAEeT ee C yMa, ¥ OfHUM OoraM M3BECTHO, BO UTO OHA IPEBPATUTLCS B TaKOM
cIiydae.

— Hert IIpocTo nibiTalock cKa3aTh, YTO THI...

OH pe3KOo YMOJIK Ha IIOJyCJIOBe, OTOOBUHYJICS U ocMoTpen Kuupuc uyepes niedo. Melipututa
TIOBEPHYJIACh, C HeIOyMeHNeM IIoCMOoTpesia Ha TopaHy: B KaXO0l pyKe OHa gepzXaja 1o
KyOKy. OguH Mom4da Bpy4yusia Kuupuc.

— BriepBhbIe BUXKY XKHWBO€ CBUIETEIILCTBO CYIIeCTBOBAHUS 00KECTBEHHBIX HACIIEQHUKOB, —
cka3zana oHa. Opa3a HaBepHsKa OblJla 3apaHee OTPENeTUPOBaHa, ITIOTOMY UTO IIPO3Bydana
cnuimkoM 6e3ynmpedHo, Kak Oynro IlpuHiiecce gesna He OBIJIO A0 TOTO, YTO ee OyOyIIui My
npeHeOper eio pagu CBoei pac’Maa’pel. A 3TO TOYHO IIIJIO Bpa3pe3 C ee B30eleHHLIM
B3TJISIIOM.

KI/II/IpI/IC MOJI49a IIOUCKaJla IIOONEePXKKHU Y HSfIHa, HO TOT BHITJIAOEJI OTPEIIEeHHBIM, KaK 6YJITO
MBICJIEHHO yIIE€JI KyOa-TO OaJIeKO, Irae XKEeHIINHEI He NOKYyYaJIi CBOMMHU IIOIIBITKAaMU OTBOE€BATH
XOTh HEMHOI'O €0 BHUMaHUA.

— INonararo, pa3 yX& ThHI 3leCh Ha 0OCOOEHHOM TTOI0KEHWHM U COBEPIIIEHHO UCKJII0YEHO, YTO B
OuzKaiiiiiee BpeMsi MHE ITOCYACTIIMBUTCS OT TeOs1 n30aBUTHCsI, OymeT JIydlile, eCclid Mbl HakgeM
cr1oco0 B3aUMHO CyIlleCcTBOBaTh. CI1oco0, KOTOPRIN HAaC YCTPOUT.

— He cnumkom nmu paHo roBopuTh 00 aToM? — Kuupuc 3arisHya Ha CBOe OTpaXKeHue B
TJITHIIEBOM BUHHOM Tiagu ryOka. [Ipurybuna caMyio MajaoCTh, YTOOH IIPOMOYHUTE TOPJIO U
OTJIETIUTB SI3BIK OT CyXOro Heba.

— Huxkorpma He OBIBa€T PaHO COBEPIIUTDH YTO-TO cebe Ha 61aro, — TyMaHHO OTBETHUIIA
TopaHa. — Ho Ojist 3TOTO HY>KHO OBITH CMEJIBIM, HaTbHOBUOHBEIM — U PEIIUTETbHBIM.

Ee nocnemHue ciosa IIPO3BYyYalid I''IyX0 U CMa3aHO. KHHpHC CIIepBa pelinjia, 4TO 3a BpeMs,
oKa OHU C J[[3MHOM TaHIIeBaJlH, TOCTbS ycCIiejia OITIOPO2XKHHUTL HE OOUH Ky6OK U XMeJIb yoapuil



ey B rojyioBy. Ho B 9Ty MUHYTY ee COOCTBEHHO€E TOPJIO CJIOBHO BCKPHIIX OT TOAO0OPOAKA A0 SIMKHU
Ha mee. Bomb OblJIa TAKOU CUJIBHOM, UTO 3aTMeBajia BCe IpoYre YyBCTBa. KUUPUC MOMBITAaNIach
CTJIOTHYTB €€, COEeJIaTh XOTh YTO-TO, YTOOBI YMEHBIIIUTh CTPAaHUs, HO aTOHUST CTPEMUTEJIBHO
BBIXKUTasa IJIOTKY U CTeKala B I'pyIb, I'le BCKUIala C HOBOM CUJION.

CKBO3b TOPSAYEYHLIM TyMaH MEHPUTHUHA YCIIBIIIATa OTTOJI0COK CepebpsIHOT0 30Ha, C KOTOPHIM
KyOOK BBIBAJIMJICS M3 ee CIa0bIX MajblleB ¥ MOKATHUIICS IT0 momy. Benen 3a o6kuraroliei 60JIbI0
MIPUIIIIa COKPYIIUTENbHAaA ciabocTh. Eciu Obl He mogoep kKa [ a#ina, Kuupuc cBamumack 65 K
HOTaM CBOEH TOPKECTBYIOIIEH CONEPHULIEL.

ITocnepnusisa 6oyee-MeHee OKpPeEIIIasi MBICIIb Obljla O TOM, YTO OBIIIO OYEeHb HEPa3yMHO 3aOkIBaTh
npepfocTepexkeHue KopMununsl Hatina. OKa3anock, sgaMu He Ope3ryioT naxe IIpuHITeCCH.



I'maBa gBaguaTh nepBasi

— Ecnu oHa He OTKPOET I'JIa3a, KISHYCh, YTO Tepepexky Tebe IIIoTKY.

IMaxke CKBO3b IMYJILCUPYIOMIYIO IO KOXKel 00y1b Kuupuc cMoria y3HaTth roinoc Pynxa. Xors
HUKOTA PaHbllle He CIIBIIana ero TaKUM B3BOJIHOBaHHEIM. Kak OYOTO AIMHHOYXOMY
HaCJIEeODHUKY B CaMOM feJie OBII0 He 6e3pa3/IuyHo, BEIKUBET OHA UJIM YMPET.

— IIpennaraio Tebe 3aTKHYTLCSI, — CIOKOMHO Ocagui OpaTa UMIIepaTop. — A eClu He B
COCTOSIHUY [OepzKaTh SI3bIK Ha IPUBA3U U He pa3bpachBaThCSA MYCTHIMU yIPO3aMU, TO JIyUIle
BBIMOU BOH. 51 Tepmiiio TBoe 0OLIeCTBO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO gyMalo, TeOe He HaIlJleBaTh Ha ee
COCTOSIHUE.

Kuupuc nmonbiTajzack OTKPHITH I'71a3a, HO BEKU CJIOBHO 3aledyaTayd HePYIIUMbIMU ITeYaTsIMU.
Pyku 1 HOTM TOZXKe OTKa3bIBAJIUCh MOOUUHSATHCS, HO OHA JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO CIIBbIIIana U
MOHMMaJIa IPOUCXOINee BOKPYT. 3HAUHUT, BOJIEI0 CyObOHI, ObllIa MO CUX IIOp XKuBa. YTO XKe,
MOXKHO CKa3aTh, UYTO OHa BIIYCTYIO pa3MeHsa ellle OOHY XKU3Hb.

— Pacnep, He CTOU CTONOOM, — HPOMOIXKaJl peiuaTh Hacnemuuk TeHu. — [1neBaTh MHe Ha
TBOIO BO3BHIILIEHHYIO MEJIaHXOJINIO, IIPOCTO CKaX¥, YTO pac’Maa’pa B Hopsagke. Beirnanour, Kak
CBEXUU TPYII.

— KpoBb 60T0OB ompeieIeHHO B MOPSOKe, — CyX0 0To3Bajicst HacmegHuk KocTei. — TeGe He 0
yeM OECIIOKOUTCSI.

— IToueMy Bce CUMTAIOT CBOMM [OJITOM TKHYTh MEHS HOCOM B TO, O YEM MHE CJIEIYET
6EeCIIOKOUTHCS, a Ha YTO MOXKHO XapKHYTh C BEHICOKOTO yTeca! — Kaxercs, PyHH Npuiienkyy 1
SI3BIKOM. — BaMm camMuM He TOIIHO OT BCEro... 3TOT0?

— B mocneguumii pa3 npegynpexma: JIM00 TH 3aKPhIBAEIIb POT, MO0 s BHIOPOIY TeOs B
0kHO. — Ha 3ToT pa3 [I3¥H IT03BOJIMJI HOTKaM SPOCTH Pa30aBUTh CBOE BE3TECYIee
caMoo0JamaHue.

IToka OpaThs criopuiu, Kuupuc CHOBa ¥ CHOBA IBEITAIaCh BEPHYTH cebe CIIoCoOOHOCTD
mieBenuThCs. [IoHEeMHOTY, 3T0 ymanoch. CHa4aaa MOJAYMHUINCE TaJblEl Ha HOTAaX, IOTOM OHA C
TOpeM IIOToJIaM Jazke cKajla Kpad MPOCTHHU B KyJIakKe. A IIOTOM THXOHBKO 3aCTOHAsAa:

— Iluts...
— KocTnsiBast 3afiepu, OHa B CaMOM [ejie Impuiiia B cebst!

IMocneImanuchk 3BYKU KOPOTKOM BO3HU, 37I00HOE mMneHue PyHHa, cabbiii pa3o4apoBaHHbBIHN
B300x Pacnepa. Beepn 3a sTUM KpoBaTh OKOJI0 Kuupuc nporayinacse, U eper ee 3aMyTHEHHBEIM
60JIbIO B3TJIANOM IIOSIBUIIOCH PacIlyibiBYaToe JIuiio [1aiiHa.

— THI MEHS CHBIIINIIG, MEUPUTUHA? MODPTrHHY, S IOUMY.
OHa MOprayna.

— Xopouo. Pacnep roBopur, uTo Tebe ele KaKoe-To BpeMs: O0ygeT HeKOM(POPTHO, HO 3TO
OBICTPO TIpomeT. BoT, — OHa moYyBCTBOBaja MPUKOCHOBEHME IIPOX/IAMHOI0 cepebpa K
rybaM, — 3TO HYXKHO BBITUTh.

[TepBHIl TTIOTOK MOKA3aJjICsd TaKUM K€ HEHMCTOBO XKT'yYWM, KakK ¥ BHIIIUTAsI HAKaHyHE OTpaBa.
Kuwnprc nonbiTamack BEIUTIOHYTh IUThHE, HO HE CMOTJIA Pa3XkaTh CBEAEHHLIE CyNOPOTOM I'yOHI.

— Hyx#o BeIUTE BCce, KpoBE 60T0B, 9YTOOH! TH IOYYBCTBOBAJIa 00JierdyeHne, — cKasas Pacnep.

— Boo6paxato, Kakoe Ha BKYC 3TO BapeBo, pa3 OHa BHITJISAUT TaK, CJIOBHO MPOTJIOTHIIA
KOPOBBIO JIEIIeIIKY, — IPOI0JIXKaJll BOpYaTh PyHH.

Kuupuc gaxe crano xKajlb, YTO OHA CIIMIIKOM ciaba miis 6;aromapHoi ynelOku. Kaxkertcs,
TEHEePOXKOEHHHIN ObIJT eIUHCTBEHHBEIM, KTO HE CYMTAJI Hy?KHBIM IIPSATATh CBOE GECITOKOMCTRO.
Hapo ke, PyHH — u BOAPYT Tak oOHaxkeH. MI;u OHa BCce-TaKM yMepJia U ceddac OIyxKpmaeT B
3aK0y/IKaxX CBOETO pa3yMa, IpUHUMAas XKejlaeMoe 3a JeHMCTBUTEIbHOE, CO37laBasi CBOM
UaeanbHBIM MUP, THEe CMOXKET 00pecTH cuacThe XOTs OBl Iocjie cMepTH. becnoTHoe, HO BCe-



TaKHU CUaCThe.
— TwI cibitana ero, Kuupuc, mpumeTcst BRIIUTH BCE [0 OHA.

[I9iH HaCTOUYUBO MTOOTOJIKHYJI KyOOK K ee ryb6aM. ['JIOTOK 3a TJIOTKOM, OHa CIIPaBUJIacCh.
BeposiTHO, ellle 1 TOTOMY, YTO TO U [eJI0 OTBJIeKajlach Ha MEICITH, IOYEMY UMIIePaTop JIUYHO
yxaxkKuBaeT 3a CBOeM HaJIOXKHUIIeH, Korfa [Jjis 9TOro y Hee eCTbh COOCTBEHHAs PacTOpPOIHas
paoBIHs.

Pacnep He coBpamn, roBops 06 obnerdennu. Kpemkoe muThbe MCIIETEIINIIO CIab0CTh, 32K 10
BHYTPEHHee IJIaMs, 0T KOTOPOTO TeJI0 Ha4ajlo CTPEMUTEILHO PAa30rpPeBaThCs. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OHa OKpeIjla HaCTOJILKO, YTO CMOTJIa, He 6e3 momoiu [I9iiHa, CecTs, Onupasicb Ha ropy
MOOYIIEK.

— 9 Touno xkuBa? — [lombITKaA VIIUITHYTL Ce0sI He YBeHYaslachb YCIIEXOM — Ha MOJIOBUHE ITYTH
pyKa 6eCcrIioMOIITHO yIiajia Ha MOKPHIBajio. Kumpuc He HpaBUIOCh YyBCTBOBATH Ce0sT TAKOH
HEMOIITHOM, HO IPHUIIJIOCh CMUPUTLCS C TEM, UTO BCE 3TO — IIJlaTa 3a UMIIepPaTOPCKOe
BHUMaHUe. 1 cobcTBeHHYyI0 OecriedyHoCcTh. OHa-TO Obllla yBEpeHa, YTO Ha NOJOOHYI0 MepP30CTh
cnocobHa TOJBKO AJlypa. — MHe KaXXeTCs, YTO BBl BCE — IIPU3PAKU B MOEH TOJIOBE.

— VBepsiio, TH XKUBa, — CKa3an [9#H. HecmoTps Ha 3a60Ty, ero JIUI[0 He BHIPAXKaa0 POBHBEIM
cueToM HHYero. Pa3se 4To TeHb pa3ngpaxeHusi. UHTepecHO, He IOTOMY JIH, YTO U3-3a €€
CTHaCeHMs IPUIIIIOCH TIOKUHYTH MUP, OYAYIIYIO XXeHY U TOCTEH?

«OH CITUIITKOM YMEH U IPEeAyCMOTPUTENIEH, 4YTOOE C CaMOI'0 Hayaja He 0CO3HaBaTh BCEX
BO3MOXKHEIX IIOCJIEICTBUM. 3HAYUT, €T0 OECIIOKOUT UTO-TO APYyroe?»

— MHe HyKHO IIOTOBOPUTH C MEUPUTHHON HaednHe, — TOHOM, He IIPUEMJIIOIINM BO3paKeHnH,
noTpeboBay UMIIEPATOP.

— A MHe HY2KHO, 4TO OBI THI MEHSI B 3aj IIOIIeJI0BaJl, — ImpoBopdasn PyHH. [Tokocuncs Ha
Kuupuc ¢ HeMBIM BOIIPOCOM, B IIOPSAAKE JI OHA U, IIOJIyYUB YTBEPOUTEIILHEIU KUBOK,
HaIpaBUJICS K OBEPH, Pyrasich, Ha YeM CBET CTOUT. — 3HaJI OBI, YTO BCe Tak OymeT, He IpUBE3
0wl TeOsT B Mepoq.

— TwI B caMOM feJie IyMaelllb, YTO 9TO OBLIO TBOE pelleHre? — GeClIBeTHO TOMHTEePeCcoBasICs
Pacnep, cimenys 3a 6GpaToM.

— Pagu 60roB, He HAYMHAM CBOY UANOTCKHE MPOIOBEOHU IIPO IepcT O0T0B, — OCAAUII €ro
TEHEePOXKIOEeHHBIN.

Korpa oBeph 3a HUMHU 3aKphIIachk, [I91H IoKada I'0JIOBOM.
— MHe 0gHOMY KaXKeTCs, YTO MHOTOa UX CIIHUIITKOM MHOTO?

Kuupuc Bugena, 4To OH He HyXKJaJICs B OTBETE, II03TOMY IIpuAepzKasa npu cebe 3aMedaHue,
4yTO el 3Ta 3aboTta Obliia npusiTHa. [lo-MyKCcKu rpybast 1 cyxoBaTasi, HO Bce-TakKu 3abota. A oHa
BCe JKe JKEHIIMHA, TyCTh U ABaXK[bl yOuTas. X0Ts, HACYET BTOPOTO Pa3a C BEHIBOJAMU JIydIlle Obl
He TOPONUTHCS. [[9¥H He OISt TOr0 BEICTaBUJI OpaTheB BOH, YTOOB TEIIePh MOJI4a CO3epIaTh ee
B moctenu. IlycTh maxe 9TO OOHO Ha OBOMX Moj4aHue OBUIO CJIalle caMoI'0 JOPOroro BUHA.

— 4 orouwmio oTiry TopaHH ee TOJIOBY, — CKa3ajl UMIIepaTop, IPUCTAIBHO HabIoaas 3a
peakiuelt Kuupuc.

— U xopa TH IIJIaHUPYENTh ee Ka3HUTHL? — MelWpuTuHa He cobupasach UCILITHIBATh
YTPBI3EHUN COBECTH.

— Yke, — mocrenoBas ero KOpoTKui oTBeT. — EcCiiu mozxKesaelb, TOJI0BY ATyphl MOXKeIIb
3abpaTth cebe.

— Anypsr?
— IMouyemy Te6ST 3TO YOUBISAET?
— Ho pa3sse...

KI/II/IpI/IC 3allHyJiaChb. Mgricu PEe3KO0 3aCTOIIOPUIIMCH, KOI'la IIOIIEPEK NJOPOoru OGpYLHI/IJ'IaCI: ero



KopoTKas ¢pa3a. OHa-TO U IepeBepHYyJIa BCe C HOT Ha TOJIOBY, BCKpPHIJIa el CTBUTEILHOCTD,
CJIOBHO JIeKapb — HOMHEIN HaphB. C TOU JIUIEL pa3HULIE!, YTO pa3brpaHHas [IsiHOM IIapTus
OnUIa ToucTuHEe 6e3ynpeuHoi. ITo 6sUTa HacTosAmas bosbinas urpa, rae poJik Kaxkaou Gurype
OTBOIMJIACH 3a40JNT0 OO €€ OSIBJIEHUS Ha OOCKE.

— THI... HCcIOIB30BaJI MEHs?

ITpou3HeCTH 3TO BCIIYX 0Ka3aJioCh KyOa CIoXKHee, IIOTOMY 4YTO B30yHmopakeHHOe CO3HaHUe
HUKAaK He JKeJaji0 MUPUTHCS C MBICJIBIO, YTO U €€, B YHCJIe IPOYUX, Pa3birpaju, Kak IMelkKy.
ITopcTaBuy, 4TOORI IIPOTUBHUK COOIA3HUIICS HA JIETKYIO HOOLIYY, IOOOAJICSA UMIIYIIbCY — U
00HAa>KHJI THUIHL.

Borwu, ato 6n1110 BenukonenHo! MoeanpHo, 6€3yIpeyHo.
U GecceppeyHo.

— 4 ucnonw3yio Bcex, Kuupuc. Koro-to 60ibIlle, KOro-TO MeHbIlle. — [[91H, KaK 1 BCerga, He
OTIIHPAJICS OT 0YeBUOHOTO. He cumTasn HyKHBIM IPUTBOPSITCS, YTOOBI XOTh COXPAHUTh
HUIUTIO3UIO YeJIOBEUYHOCTU. — THl He UCKIIIoUeHre. Pa3HuIla B TOM, 4UTO I OBl HUKOI'[A He
TI03BOJINJI KOMY OBl TO HU OBILJIO IPUYUHUTE TeOe Bpeln. Y mpennpuHsi HEKOTOPRIE IIaTH,
4yTOOBI 00€30IaCUTDL TEOS.

— To ecTp, MHE ciaenyeT CKa3aThb «cmacubo» 3a TO, YTO S XKuBa?

— Tebe cnemyeT CMEHUTH TOH, MEWPUTHUHA, — MPEOJIOKUII OH. — [I0TOMY YTO, XOTh BCE
MIPOIIIJIO B HAWIYYIlIeM BHMeE, s1 BCe ellle Ha B3BOMe, ¥ Thl PUCKYeIllb OTBeJaTh MOero rHesa.
MHe OBI 3TOr0 He XOTeJIOCh.

Kuupuc paccmesnach npsaMo eMy B unio. [InecHyna menpyo Mopiuoo o0UOE U TOPEeYH, YTOOH
YBUIETH, Kak Jnio [[3liHa OKaMeHeeT, KaK ero HEIPOHUIIAEeMbIH B3TJISA CTAHET TEMHEE
rpo3oBoro He6Ga. BeposiTHO, OH MPSAMO ceifyac OTOACT IPUKA3 IepefaTh CTPOITUBYIO
pac’Maa’py B PYKHM CKpar, a YK Te 3HaloT, KaK IOy4YUTh ee cMUpeHuto. Hy u mycTh. 3aT0 OHa
BCJIACTh TIOXOX0UET ceiiuyac. BripBeT U3 ce6s1 Mep3Koe YyBCTBO OMYCTOILIEHUS.

BOT TONIBKO BPsO I 9TOT TPIOK MPOMAET C UYBCTBAMH, KOTOPHIE 3TOT MyKYHHA CyMell B Hel
npobynuTh. Pa3Be 4TO OHA MPOTKHET COOCTBEHHOE CEPILE.

— TopaHa He 3HaJjla, YTO MOOHOCUT MHe sA0? — Kuupuc He coMHeBaiach, YTO npaBa. — Ee
omubOKa OBlJIa B TOM, YTO OHA [OBEPHUIACh 3Mee.

— Ee omm6Ka ObllTa B TOM, YTO OHA, PABHO KaK U €e TOHOPUCTHIM Tarallla, Peuuii, 4To
UMIIEpATOpa HITPE30B MOXKHO TTOUMETH, CJIOBHO OOPHAETbHOTO MabuMKa C Pa3gonbaHoi
KOIIOM, — He MOTPYNHUJICSA IONOupaTh BeipaxkeHus [I9iiH. — To, YTO OHA ITOMBITAETCS HaBs3aTh
ce0s1 MHe, GBITTO U3BECTHO C CaMOT0 Havdasa. M T03TOMYy s He CTajl MPOTUBUTHCS, KOTHA
KOpOJIeBa-MaTh pelluja YCTPOUTh HAlll OpPayHBIN COI03. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MaTh KaK HUKTO
OPyTro¥ MOomXomuia Ha PONb CBAXH.

— A g Ovina OBITIIEHKOM Ha BE€PEeBKE, KOTOPOIr'o Thl 3aCTaBUJI berartsn Iiepen roJogHbeIMHA
KOIIIKaMHU.

— U 11 Obl1a 6e3ympeyHa, MOsi IOPOYHas poratas 6eCcTusi, — IIOXBaIuia OH. — KpoTKas,
Kpuyamas: «f ciuimkoM cnaba, 4ToOw IpeHedpeyh IOMBITKOM MeHS YOUTDH>.

Kuupuc BceM cepaneM xkejajia €0 BO3HEHaBUAETh.
Ho, kaKk HUM cTapanach, He MOrJa.

IToToMy 4TO BOIIPEKHU T'OJIOCY Pa3yMa, BOIIPEKH 00uIe 3a TO, UTO ee, B KOTOPHIH pas,
KCIIOIb30BaIX PAAY YOOBIETBOPEHUS CBOUX ITEPBOOLITHLIX KEJITaHUM, ITOHUMAaa — X035SUH
HaTpeackoii uMnepun youI OOHHM MaxXoOM Cpa3y ABYX 3aileB. M 9TOT BHICTPEI OKa3aJiCs
06e3yNnpeyHbIM.

— TopaHa HUKOra OB HE OTBAXKUIACh COBATh Tebe Si B OTKPHITYI0. TO TOJIBKO OfHA U3 TBOUX
IOVII MOXKET 3allPOCTO NMPUpe3aTh YeI0BeKa Ha BUAY Y BCEX, OOJBITMHCTBY XkKe TpebyeTcs
Kakas-TO BHYTPEHHsIs1 O0pb0a, HOJTHE CIIOPHI C COO0M U mpoyast YyIlb, KOTOPOM JTI0OU 0OBIYHO
OIIPaBOEIBAIOT CBOe 0e3meicTBrE. A 51 He MOT IIO3BOJINTh, YTOOBI OHA 3afepKUBAIach 3IeCh



IOJIbIIIE HECKOJIBKUX OHEN — M TaK efiBa COepPzKHUBAJICs, YTOOL HE CBEPHYTH el I1et0. Pegkast
2KEeHIIINHa CIIOCOOHA 3aCTaBUTh MEHS MCIBEITHIBATDL TAKOE OCTpPO€ YYBCTBO XKeJlaTh en JIOJ'II"OfI u
My4uTeIbHOU cMepTu. — UmmnepaTop 6pe3rnuBo momopiauicsi. — K cyacTteio, Anypa umerna
HEOCTOPOXKHOCTh TPaXaThCs C OMHUM M3 MOUX I'BapAeiileB. A ITIOTOM 3asiBUJIa, YTO YOJIIOIOK,
KOTOPOT0 OHa HOCUT — MOM.

— 41 6rina yBepeHa, YTO OHA BPET IIPO CBOIO0 6epeMeHHOCTh, — ImpobopMoTana Kuupuc.
— Temneps 3TO HE UMEET 3HAYEHUSI: UX 000UX B3EPHYIIHU.
— He cnuimkoM 11 MHOTO CMEepPTEM [OJid OOHOTO Bedepa?

— B cawmtiit pa3. ITycTs Mou GONTIUBLIE TOCTH Ha BeCh PyxaH pacTpyOsT, Kakas s
OecceppeyHasi TBapb. CTpax yOAUBUTENBLHEIM 00pa30M BAUSIET Ha CIIOCOOHOCTS JIIOOE!N CIIyIIaTh
u ciblmaTh. HUKOTma He MOHKUMAJI, 0OTYEero MMIepaTopa BCe HEIPEMEHHO NOIKHEI JTIOOUTE.
JI1064T c;mabakoB, KOTOPHIX IIOTOM K€ MMEPBEIMU BeAyT Ha OOMHIO.

U ¢ 3TUM HeJb35 OBIJIO HEe COTJIaCUThCHA. XOTh KaXagoe ero CiioBo OBITIO CAaMEIM HaCTOAIITUM
HaapyraTejabCTBOM Hal YE€JIOBEYHOCTEIO.

— Anypa 3Hana, 4yto TopaHa BUOUT B TeOe, a He B HEW HACTOSIIYIO0 COIEPHUITy. A TBOE
TIOSIBJIEHNE B OIIIeMHUKE OBITIO CIIUIITKOM OOJIBIITUM co6Ia3HoM, YTOOH ITanalia godka He
BOCIIOJIb30BaJIaCh II0BOJIOM YHU3UTH TeO0s.

— OpHa pa3brphlBaeT IPUMAaHKY, OPyTrasi HOAIUBAET SiI, TPEThS JaeT 3TOT S MPUMaHKeE, a Th
IIOJIy49aens npenjor o0bABUTh BOMHY, — 3aKOHYMIIA 3a Hero Kuupuc.

— ¢ He MOT HaIlaCTh Ha 3acpaHiia 0e3 Goee-MeHee CTOsIIero mosoma. He Bce Kkacxaper
HACTOJIBKO 6631"paHI/I‘IHO MHE€ IIpedaHHhl, ‘-ITO6I:I BCTpeBaThb B BOfIHy, roe 3a MHOH He 6y,11eT HU
OOHOT0 mOOPOro CJIOBA.

— A Tak y Tebs mosBUIIACH Lleslas Kyda cBUAeTeliel Toro, uTto TopaHa Xkemana IIpoHecsa Ha
TOP2KECTBO 57, XXeJlasi 0TPaBUTh Tebs, 1 JINIIb II0 CYACTIIUBOM CIy4allHOCTH KyOOK IIonasl B
DPYKHU CBOEH MaJIeHbKOM Py4YHOU 00e3bsSHKU.

— Moeit ManeHBKOM poraToi 6ecTuu, — MOIpaBuil oH. — KoTopasi, Tak yX Temnepb BEIXOOUT,
cTajla eUHCTBEHHAas XKEeHIMUHON B MOeH XKHU3HHU.

— Y oBe TIpeObIAYIIMX 3aTlJIaTUIIXA 3a 3TO COOCTBEHHBIMU XKU3HSIMH, — CKa3aja OHa CKopee
cebe, 4eM eMmy.

[3¥H OTKIOHUJICS, HaxMypuycs. OH onpenesieHHO Xaajl OPyTrod peaKluu.

— Ecnu THI HAYHEIIb JTUTh 10 HUM CJIe3bl, MEMPUTHHA, 3HAYUT, €Ille HUKOTda B XKU3HU S TaK
CUJIBHO HEe Pa30YapOBHIBAJICS B KEHIIMHAX, — CKa3aJl OH XO0JI0gHO. — [1oaTOMYy, IOKa s He
TPOIOIXKUI, TI03BOJIb Y3HATD, YTO THI HA CAMOM [eJjie JyMaelllb.

— U ecnu Mo oTBeT TeOsI He YCTPOUT, MOsI TOJIOBa cTaHeT... — OHa chesana BUf, 4TO
MMOICUUTEIBAET B yMe, — YeTBEPTHIM YKpallleHueM TBoero Tpuymda?

— Trl IpeKkpacHo 3Haelb, YTO HeT. — Telepb UMIIepaTop BHITIIsAAEN o3afadeHHbIM. OH maxe
BCTAJI ¥ OTOIIEN B APYTOoM KOHEI] KOMHATHI, Pa3rjIsiIEIBAs €€ C BUIOM BAPYT IIPO3PEBIIETO
4yenoBeKa. — 9 ckasaji, 4To HUKOMY He II03BOJII0 MPUYUHUTE Tebe Bpen. Hackonbko MHEe
M3BECTHO, C TeX MOP, KaK THI ITOSTBUJIACH B 3aMKe, Te0sT U ManblleM HUKTO He TPOHYyJI. — TyT OH
moTep J100 3a3KMYPUIICSH, BEIYKHUBas HEIPUATHLIE I HETO BocnoMuHaHusi. — Kpome tex
ClIy4aeB, Korpa Thl caMa Onljia He IIPOTUB.

T'oBopuTh 0 TOM, YTO OBLIIO C PyHHOM M Pacnepom ObI10 mTocienHuM, yero Kuupuc xoresna B 3Ty
MuHYTY. ECITM OHa IepeXuBEeT CEerOqHSIITHIO HOUYb — HUJIU Y2Ke YyTPO? — TO KOrfaa-HuOyab 3Ty
TeMy HY2KHO OymeT o0CyauTh, HO OIIpefeIeHHO He cerydac.

— 41 O®1 coBpana, ecnu OBl CKa3ala, YTO MOoe mpebObiBaHue 30eCh OBIJIO Y2KaCHBIM.
— Torpma 4To He Tak?

«BeposITHO TO, YTO THI OJHOM CBOEM IMTPUXOTHIO YOUII BECh MOM HapOO», — MBICIIEHHO OTBETHIIA



Kuupuc.

— OTO0 u3-3a npokisaToro Hepymumoro Acrnekra? — IIpOHUIIaTEIbHOCTH €My OBIJIO HE
3aHUMAaTh. — TOJIBKO 13-3a TOTO, YTO TBOM Hapop morud 1mo... — [I3%H CKPUNHys 3ybamMu. —
IToroMy 4uTO OHU IOTMOIH 110 MOel BuHe?

— Ter[epb 9TO He UMeeT 3HaueHUsI, MO HMIIepaTop.

— OueBupnno, Kuupuc, uto umeet. IToTOMy 49TO, TaK y2K BBIIIIIO, YTO S PELIHI, OYOTO HaIIe
TO, YTO OTYASJICS OTHICKATh. PeIlu, YTo Thl — JKEHIIWHA, KOTopasi MHe HyxKHa. CuspHas,
cMejiasi, eIMHCTBEHHAs, KTO He OOUTCS CKa3aTh IIpPaBoy MHe B IUI0. 3aKajleHHas B 60U u
CTpafaHUsIX, HO He OecceprueuHasi. Be3mymHelx cyK, Kuupuc, MHe ITpegocTaTOYHO Ha IICapHe,
U s1 Y MEHSI HET HMKAKOT0 XKeJIaHUs [epzKaThb B IIOCTEJIN OOHY U3 HUX.

Ero cnosa oTpaBisinu cob6ma3HoM. Bo3MOKHO 11, YTO X03siMH HATpe3cKo uMIIEpPUM TOJIBKO
YTO CKa3as el, 6ecripaBHOM HAIOKHUIE, UTO HyXKOaeTcs B Hei? UTO OHa — ero XKeHIuHa?

Boru, moyeMy HeTb3sT TIOBEPHYTH BPEMSI BCHSTh ¥ 3aTKHYTD YIIIM, YTOOBI HE CHIBLIIIATH €T0
OYPMaHSIIYI0 OTKPOBEHHOCTH?

— O4eBHUIHO, YTO 3TO Bcerga 6ymeT MezKOy HaMu, — CKa3all OH TIyx0. — Thl HE CMOXKEITh
MIEPECTYIUTH Yepe3 MPOLIIoe, a S He COOMPAIOCh U3BUHUTHCS 3a TO, YTO CHejIal. 3HAEID,
mouyemy? IToTomy 4TO abGCOTIOTHO BCE, YTO S Aejaj, ObIJI0 0CO3HAHHEIM B3BEIIEHHBIM
moctynkoM. KpoMe pa3Be 4TO TOM HOYH, KOTHa 5 BEIApan TeOs u3 pyk PyHHa.

— TwI GBI CMOT ITPOCTHUTH, MOM uMHIepaTop? — Ormyiraias 60Ib HaKphIjla ee C TOJI0BOM. —
ThI OBI CMOT 3a0BITh XOTH KallJII0 IPOJIUTOM KeM-TO KPOBHU TeX, TO Te6e mopor?

— IlocnenHee, uTo s 6yoy menaTh, Kuupuc, Tak 3TO CTPOUTH OypallkKue MPEeanoIoKeHus.
ITpepmoumTan pelraTh BOMPOCH O MEPE UX IMOSIBJIEHUS, @ PaCCyXKIOaTh O TOM, UTO OBIIO OBI U
yero He ObIJI0O — YBOJIb.

— Torpga xoTs OBI IIONBITANCS IIOHATH MeHs!

— 9T0 ¢ caMoro Havarsa Obljla fypaukas unges. — [3¥H OyATO U He CIILIIIAN ee CJIoB. — MHe
HyKHa Bo¥Ha, Kuupuc. [IbsIBONIOB KyCOK 3€M/IH ¥ MEHS B THUIY HY2KE€H MHE IIeTUKOM U Ha MOUX
YCJIOBUSX, CO CKPYYEHHBIMU B DapaHuil POT BCEMM HEeXeJIaIUMU MHe TOOYUHUTLCA. 1 4eMm
paHblIle s ero 3aBOI00, TeM JIydllle OymeT OJIs BceX. Y MeHs HeT BpeMeHU BO3UTHCS C TOOOH,
CJIOBHO C peGeHKOM, IOATUPATh HOC U yTemmaTb. O4eBUAHO, YTO S CJIUIIKOM YEPCTB OJIST 3TOHU
€PYHIEL.

Kuupuc 1 He myMasia Bo3pazKaTh: COUYBCTBYIOIIUY [[9MH Ka3aJiCsA TaKOM XKe HeJIeIIOCThIo, Kak
U KpacHeIollas IIoXa.

— 4 ue KOy, 4TO TBI CTaHEeIIlb IIOATHUPATh MHE HOC, MOH nMIIepaTop, — CKa3alla KI/II/IpI/IC

— Torpa, memoH Bce 3amepy, B ueM neyio?! — OH IIOPBIBUCTO CeJl Ha IIOCTENHU, YXBAaTUII
TmajbpllaMy 3a TOOO0POIOK U B3OEPHYJI €€ JIMIO BBEPX, BHIHYKAAS ITOJIBIXATh MO €T0 THEBHBIM
B3TJIsIOOM. — MHe Ka3aJjioCh, HECKOJILKO HOYel Ha3aj, Tkl cKa3ajia, 4To JIIo0uIls Mmeusa. U
TOT[Ia 3TO He OBIIIO ITOX0XKe Ha CIAAKYIO YyIllh, KOTOPYIO XKEHIITUHEL IIOCTOSTHHO MEJIOT B
TIIOCTEJIH.

— JIio6iio, — He cTana oTrupaTthcss Kuupuc. — JIio6mio!

OH npUAUPYUBO CMOTPEJI Ha ee POT, Kak OYATO MCKaJl B IBUKEHUU I'y0 MOATBEPKIEHUE
IIPaBIUBOCTHU €€ CIIOB.

«Bboru, Kuupuc, 4T0 TH TBOPHUIIB!»

Jl1o6uTh UMIIEpaTOpPa — HEIpoCcTas 3aAadva, HO J00uTh OecrollafHOe YyoOBUIIlEe —
HACTOSIIAasA MBITKa. [I0TOMYy 4TO 3TO YyOOBHILE — BOIJIOLIEHHEIN 00pa3yuK CHUJIBI, KEJIE3HOU
BOJIM ¥ UCTUHHOM MYKCKOU Xapu3mbl. OH CJIOBHO MOIIIHOE AEPEBO, B TEHNU KOTOPOT'O CIIOKOWHO,
TemnJsio u 6e30macHo.

JTro6uTh Hacneguuka JIyHEBI, UMIepaTopa [9ifHa — BOT ee JIMUHOE IPOKIIATHE.



Kunpuc nmopeIBUCTO MOfasiachk K HeMy, 00HsIJIa 3a TalHi0, ¥ YTKHYJIach 100M B SIMKY Ha IIjiede.
OHa Bce eiile Oblyta cnaba ¥ BO BJIaCTH T'OJIOBOKPY2KEHM S, HO BIIOJTHE OCO3HAaBasia KaXkaoe CJIOBO
U pellleHne, KOTopoe cobmpasnack mpuHsITh. CaMoe CI0KHOE PEIeHNe B ee XKU3HU.

— Mens cnoxuO m00uTh, Kunpuc, — [19#H ¢ HECBOMCTBEHHOU eMy 3a60TOMH, MOTIafuI
MEUPHUTUHY II0 TOJIOBE. — A ellle CJI0KHee IPUHUMAaTh MeHS TaKUM, KaKol g ecTb. Hagerocs,
TBI IIOHKUMaeIllb, YTO 4 He CTaHy MEHSITLCS?

OHa MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM, U30 BCeX CUJI LIEIJIAsICh B pyOaIIKy Ha ero cuuHe. bosinach, YTO CTOUT
TIOTEPSTH 3TY OIOPY — M OHA PYXHET B IIPOIIACTh COOCTBEHHKIX KOIIIMAapPOB, TOe BCEBUOSIIUNA U
Bce3Hawmui [ToTOK IPOKIMHAET ee Ha BCe Irojioca.

— TwI moymkHa Beputh MHe, Kuupuc. — [I9iiH He mpocun — TpeboBan. — Beputs
6e30r0BOPOYHO. f cMoTy TeOs 3amuTUTh. [laxke OT cebsl.

— 3Haro, 3Haw... — OHa 6obllle He THITAJIACh MOAABJISITh PBYIIMECS U3 CAMOI'0 Cephla
pHIoaHus. 3a CTONBKO OHEH MX HAaKOIMMJIOCh CIIHUIIKOM MHOTO, a CJjioBa [[9#Ha UG BHITTYCTHIIH
HapyXKy UX CTPEeMUTEJIbHEIN ITOTOK. — HUKYOBIIIHSS U3 MeHsI pac’Maa’pa, — mpobopMoTaa
Kuupuc, Kkorga uMnepaTop MITKO OTCTPaHUII ee OT ce0s1. — COBepIIEeHHO He YMeI0 OBITh
61aromapHOii 3a TO, YTO MEHS IT0XKeJial CaMbIH MOTYLUIECTBEHHBIN MyKYUHA UMIIEPUH.

OH uTO, yneibaeTcs?

— Moe nipekpacHoOe poraToe IPOKJIATHE U IPENCTaBUTh HE MOXKET, YTO UMEHHO S JKeJiaio C
Hel caenaThb. [I09TOMy, — OH YBEPEHHO CMaxHYJI CJIe3Hl C ee JINIla, — CeTOOHSIIHUHN eHb MBI
IIPOBEZIEM TOJIBKO BOBOEM. Bynem menaTh BCe, YTO THI ITOXKEJIaelllb.

— A 3aBTpa THI IIOEHENIs MEUYOM ¥ OTHEM IIPUKOJIauyMBaTh K UMIIEPUU ellle OOUH KyCOK
3eMJIN? — IPSIMO CIIPOCHJIa OHa.

— BoitHa MHe Kak MaTh, Kuupuc. 4 obackaH ero Kymga 6osbliie, 4yeM 3a00TOM KEHIINHEI,
KOTOpas HOCHUJIa MEHS B CBOEM XKHBOTE [eBATh MecsIeB. Y 3To Tebe TaK Ke CTOUT IPUHSITE.
Ho. mpokisThe, II0YeMy MbI [IOJIZKHEI TOBOPUTEL 00 3TOM ceriyac? CMmeio Te6s1 YBepUThb, Y MEHS
He YacCTO CIIy4aloTCsI TaKue MPUCTYIIL UAUOTCKOTO POMAaHTH3Ma.

— Kro 611 COMHeBasCsI, MOM UMIIEPATOP.

— ITosToMy, 5 KeJalo YCILIAaTh, YeM OBl TH XOTesla 3aHAThCA? — TyT OH CKJIIOHUJ I'OJIOBY Ha
00K, ¥ TIOJapuJI el CaMbIM KPaCHOPEYHBO-Pa3BPATHHIN B3TJIAM, KOTOPBIM TOIBKO MyKYWHA
MOJKET IOJapUTh XKeHImnHe. — KpoMe 04eBUOHOTO KeJlaHUsI OTHaBaThbCS MHE CHOBa U CHOBAQ,
IIOTOMY 4YTO 51 HAMEepPeH caenaTh TakK, 4ToO Tebe OBIII0O 0 YeM BCIIOMHUHATH, ITOKa s Oyay, — Kak
TBHI TaM BEIPA3UJIach? — MPUKOJIAYMBAThH KYCOK 3EMJIX K CBOEH UMIIEPUU.

ITOT My’KYWHa — BOTJIOLIEHNE CaMoro 0ObIIOTO ee rpexa. ['pexa cnaboBonus. [loTromy 94TO
Kuupuc 6pocuio B Kap OT OOHUX JIMIIH MHOT000EIIA0IUX NHTOHAILINM B €ro rojoce.

— OTBe3u MeHs TyOa, Kyaa Tebe caMOMy XO04YeTCsI MEHST OTBE3TH, — IIPEJIOKUIa OHa.
IIpocws6a ero youBuia U 03afadujia OMHOBPEMEHHO.

— Xopoimo, — HaKOHel, corjacuics [I9uH. — A celiyac Tebe HYKHO KakK ClIeQyeT BBICIIaThCS,
IIOTOMY YTO BIIEpenu OymeT HECKOJIBKO YaCOB IYTH BEPXOM, U MEHs GECIIOKOUT, YTO THI IO CUX
TIOP CIIMIIKOM cjia®a Ot MOgOOHBIX BEIJIA30K.

— He cTouT MeHsI HegOOIIeHUBAThL, MOM UMIIEPATOP.

— U B MpICTISIX HE OBUIO. — YIIPEK IPUINENICSA eMy He 110 gyine. — 51 Bcero nuins 6eCII0KOICh O
Tebe.

HUmMnepaTop MOOHSAIICS, U IIOCTIE €T0 yXola II0CTeNb CcTajla HeyITHo-IIycTou. Kunupuc
OITyCTUJIACh Ha MOAYIIKY, 3a2KkMypunack. Ctouso [[3iHy TOKUHYThH KOMHATY, KakK B TOJIOBE
OyKBaJIbHO B30PBAJICSI COHM T'OJIOCOB: KPUKH, YKOPHI, TPOKAATUS. OHA 3aKphUIa YN PYKaMHu,
3aMoTajia roJI0BOH, HO OT 3TOT0 CHEJIaloCh elle Xyke. [I0TOK CTPEMUTEIBHO PYLINUI ee
XPYIKOEe BHYTPEHHE PaBHOBeECHE, KOTOpoe KUupucC ¢ TaKUM TPYIOM BHICTPOMJIA MEXKAY HOITOM
u m000BBI0. B rojioBe SpKMMM BCIIBIIIKAMU IIPOHOCUIINCH ITOKa3aHHbIe PaciepoM KapTUHEL:
ropa KOCTeH, IyCThie TJIa3HUIL 00YTTIEHHEIX YEePEeNnoB, OTHeHHAas paHa B Hebecax,



KpOBOTOHAalllas XKU3HIAMHU €€ Hapoda.

— HOywmara, uTo OymeT TakK IPOCTO OTMAaXHYThCS OT TOT'O, YTO ITOT yOuiilia yrpoOus BeCch TBOH
pon?

Kuupuc nopHsna rojosy, IOCMOTpesia Ha CUAAIIEI0 IpsiMo Ha cTtoiie KpoBoxanuyro. U
TIOHSJIa, YTO HUCKOJIBKO He YOUBJIeHa ee XKUBOMY» BU3UTY. B mocnenHee Bpems o6e ee
uIocTtacu Benu cebsl Ha YOUBJIEHME MOJIYaliNBO, YTO MOIJIO CBUAETEIbCTBOBATE JIUIIL 00
OOHOM: UX AYIIUT APEBHSS Tepyrus. McTpebisieT, CJIOBHO Tapa3uTOB, KOTOPhIE MEIAIoT el
PacIyCcTUTBLCS BO BCEM CBOEM pa3pyIINTEIbHOM KpacoTe.

— Yt0 Tebe HyxkHO? [Ipumia mo3m0pafgcTBOBATE?

— Ilpumna gaTe OPy2KECKUU COBET: BOCIOIb3YHCA 9TUM LIAHCOM U IIPUPEKDb MSICHUKA €ro XKe
MSICHUIIKUM TecakoM. IMeHHO TaKol CMepPTHU OH 3aciyxkuBaeT. Eciiy, KOHEeYHO, B Tebe
ocTajylach XOTh KaIljIsi TOPOOCTHU U YECTH.

B Hell MHOT'0O 4ero 0CTajioch, HO BCe 3TO HUKAK HeJIb3s ObIO YMECTUTh B XPYIKUHM BHYTPEHHUN
MUPOK 6e3 CTpaxa PaspyIIuTb ero 10 OCHOBAHUS.

— XBaTHUT epHHUYATh, — ocamuiia KpoBoxamuyo Co0a3HUTENbHUIIA. ITa UIIOCTACh 3aHsIIa
MEeCTO Ha KpaelllKke KpoBaTU U CMOTpeJia Ha Kuupuc c HermoaaeabHEIM COYYBCTBHEM. — Pa3Be
THI HE BUOUIIL, YTO HAIlla JeBOYKA COBCEM 3alyTaJslacCk.

— 4 me 3anyranacs. IIpocTo...

— ... IPOCTO He 3Haelllb, KaK BHIOPATh MEXAY TOPSITYUM U MOKPBEIM, — OT'PBI3HYJIaCh
KpoBoxanHas. — Ecnu O6n1 B TeGe ObljIa XOTh Kallyisi XpaObpoCcTu, ThI OB cHeajia 3TO yKe
OaBHO!

— BBl — BCEro JUIIL OTIOJIOCKY Yy2KOM OyIIX B MOEH rojioBe, — 0e3pa3IudyHO BO3pa3uia eu
Kuupuc. — Y nuins 6naromapsi Moed peBHEH Tepyruu Bel 06€ B HEKOTOPHE MOMEHTEL
CTAHOBHUTECH MaTepuaibHEl. EC/iu He cTaHET MeHs, BBl TOXKE UCYE3HETE.

— IyMaelib, MeHs ITyraeT cMepTh? — KpoBoxkKagHasi Bce CUIbHEE pacnasaiack. Ee cBeTIH
rjia3a IMOJIBIXHYJIU SOOBUTHIM 3€JIEHBIM OTHEM, Ha 0e3ympedyHoM OeI0K0KeM JIUIle TOSBUIacCh
POCCHIITb YPOLJIUBEIX TPEWINH, CKBO3b KOTOPHIE IIPOCAYWBAJICS TYCKJIIBIN map. — Ecniu Ob1
TOJILKO $I MOT'JIa UCYe3HYTh, 0OCBOOOOUTHCS, s OB C PafOCThIO 3alljlaThiia 3a 9Ty BO3MOXKHOCTh
CBOUM TEMEPEITHUM CyIlleCTBOBaHUEM. HeT Huuero 60jiee OTBPaTUTEILHOTO, YEM CUAETh Ha
IpuBs3U y 6ecxpeOeTHOM UTPYIIKH, KOTOPasi He Clioco0Ha OyMaTh HUYEM, YTO BHIIIE
ITPOMEXKHOCTH.

Co6ma3HuTeTbHUIIA COKPYIIIEHHO MOKavaJlla TOJIOBOM, IIPU 9TOM B ee B3rjsae Kuupuc Toxe 6e3
Tpy[Oa Hallllla pa304YapoBaHue. B Ux mpeXHel XKU3HU KaXkaas Oblla eBa JIM He HaWTydIIuM
00pa3YmKOM KEHIINH CBOETO Hapoda, U Kaxaas 3aHuMajia BEICOKOe ITomoxkeHue: Kuupuc
YyBCTBOBAJa 3TO, Morjia Okl laXkKe YBUOETh OTHOEJIbHbIEe (hparMeHThHl UX JINYHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUH.
W xaxkpas mesana TO, B 4eM ObINIa Ifeqpo OgapeHa: OJHa BoeBajla HapaBHE C MyXYWHAMH,
KPOBBIO ¥ PaHaMM BHIIPhI3asi CBOOOAY IJI CBOETO Hapopda, Apyras Ijiejla MHTPUTU U 3arOBOPHI,
OOHUM JIUIIThF B3MaxOM PECHUII TOOUYUHSSA JaXKe CaMbIX HEIOKOPHBIX KOpoJiel. HeMyapeHo, 94To
KaxKOo¥ He II0 AyIle, YTO BMECTe C HUMHU WX TaJaHThl IOMECTUIM B HETOHOE, HEJIOCTONHOE
TEJo, BCS YHUKAJIbHOCTb KOTOPOTO OBI/Ia JIUIIL B TOM, YTO OHO MOTJIO IPUHSTE B Ce0sT UX AYIIL.

— K cuacTrio, MHE He HY2KHO Ballle ogqoOpenue, — Kunupuc nepeBena B3TJsi Ha ABEPH, 3a
KOTOPOH TOJTBKO YTO CKPHIJICS UMIIepaTop. — M 3a Bce CBOM OMIMOKY ¥ HEBEPHBIE TIOCTYIIKH, 5
3amiavy CIOJIHA.

— B Takowm ciydae mocnemu, — B30phIKHYIa KpoBoxkagHas, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 ero B3I gaxe
4yepe3 paccTostHue 00KeT MEeHPUTHHY ITpe3peHueM. — [I0TOMY YTO 0O4eHb CKOPO 51 BEHIPBY HacC
0060MX M3 TBOETr'0 MPOKJISTOro Temaa. Y 3abepy ¢ coboit BOT 3TO.

OHa Ope3rIUBO CTPSIXHYJIA C JIAIOHU TEMHBIE CTYCTKU TEYPTUH.

Kuupuc crioTHyna — 1 HaTKHYJIaCh Ha 00€CIIOKOEHHHBIW B3TJISA IPOCOYUBIIEHCS B OBEPh
pabriau. Ha pykax BepHo# KopTwl cKynuil u OprIKascs meHok dupa. I uMeHHO ceiyac
TIPUCYTCTBHE IIOJAapPEeHHOT0 UMIIePaTOPOM HeXKeJTaHHOTO 3BePS CTaJiIo HaCTOSAIIed OTpagou.



— Tlomoru MHe mpuBecTu cebst B mopsanok, Kopra, — mormazuBasi HEYTOMOHHOTO IIIEHKA MO
4eJI0CThI0, MpHUKa3ana pabrine Kunpuc. — MiMmnepaTop IoBe3eT MeHs Ha IIPOTYIIKY.



I'maBa gBagumaTh BTOpasi

— TwI B3si71a ¢ coOOM MIeHKa, — CKas3an [I9#H, Korga Kuupuc, B COIPOBOXKOEHNN PAOBIHY,
TIOSIBUJIACh Ha BHYTPEHHEM [IBOPE B YCJIOBJIEHHOE BpeMsi. — YeCTHO roBopsi, s1 ObLI YBEPEH, UTO
oH Tebs1 pa3mpazxKaer.

— CaMmyio MajoCTh, — He CTajla TyKaBUTh OHA. Y ¢upa Oplyia yKacHasi MPUBHIYKA XBAaTaTh €€
3a HOTH, BhIpazxasi TEM CaMbIM KaKyI0-TO CBOIO COOaubio MMPUBA3AHHOCTE. A TakK KakK 3a
IIpoILIeIee BpeMsi OH 3aMeTHO IIOOPOC, YacTh eT0 YKYCOB IIpeBpalanack B COBCEM He
6e300unHbIe paHbl. — Ho, 6010Ch, OH TI0OUT MeHSI O€CKOPBICTHO U LEJTBIM OeHb XOOUT 10
msATaM, KaK IPUBSI3aHHbIHA.

[o¥iH OKMHYII IIleHKa 3aMHTEePEeCOBAHHLIM B3TJISIIOM — U XOXOTHYII.

— B Takom ClIy4ae, He JIy4lle JIM OCTaBUTE IICMHY B 3aMKe€ U II0Ka3aTh KOPOJIEB-MaTEPH, YTO
Xy2XKe BOsI ee MJlaguiero CblHa MOXKeT OLITH TOJILKO BOI ee MJIQIIIEr0 ChIHA ¥ TBOEro IIeHKa"?

— OTnuyHas ugest, Mo HMIIepaTop, KaK U BCe, YTO IIPUXOOUT B TBOIO CBETJIYIO I'OJIOBY, —
ImogmasyiaCk OHa €ro UTPUBOMY HAaCTPOEHHUIO.

OH nerKo MOAXBATHUJI €€ 3a TAJIWIO U yCagui Ha CIUHY Jiomanu. HecKoJbK0 MIrHOBEHUHM
BCMAaTpPUBAJICS B €e JIUII0, KaK OYOTO BRIMCKHBAJ TaM YTO-TO ¥, HAKOHEI], CKa3aJl:

— TwI Bce eme oueHb 6megHast, Kuupuc.

— DTO MYyCTSKH, KOTOPBIE HE CTOSAT TOT'0, YTOOBI pafy HUX KePTBOBATh BO3MOXKHOCTBIO ITOOHITh
PSAOOM C MOMM HMIIEPATOPOM €eIlle HEMHOTO.

— He cka3zan GBI, YTO MHE TaK YK JIeCTHO TBO€ BHUMaHUEe U JKEePTBEHHOCTb.
— Pa3Be He Tako# MOIXKHA OBITH XKEHINMHA X03sIMHA IIeJION UMIIePHUn?

Ha aTo []3iiH HUYEro He OTBETUJI, HO 3a MTHOBEHUE [0 TOT0, KaK yOpaTh JJafOHU C ee Tajlu, ero
JINII0 HEOXKMUOAHHO IepeMeHnock. Ha n0y Bcmyxiia ypoajuBas paHa, M KPOBb U3 Hee Ieapo
3aJIMBajia rjia3a 1 HOC.

— [aiiH, — npo6GopmoTarna Kuupuc — u cTpalinsie OTMETHUHEL PACTBOPUINCE Oe3 crera.
— Trl ompeneneHHO CIUIIKOM cjiaba, — MOMBITAJICS BMemaThCst [[9MH.

— IIpomry Te6s1 — He nuIai Hac 000UX 3TOTO AHSI, — ITOYTH B3MOJIMIACH OHA. B rpyou cTamo
BSI3KO, TSI2K€JI0, CJIOBHO Ty[la MOMECTHUIIN ITOXKUPAIOIIEero Bce aMouuu uepBsi. U oT ero ycepous
Kuupuc 3acTriBana, mpeBpalanach B IyCTyI0, HECIIOCOOHYIO YeCTBOBATh TEIJIO OONMBAHKY. — 51
He TOCTaBJIIO XJIOMOT.

Korpma oHu BEHIeXajlk 3a BOPOTa, BCe, 0 YeM OHa AyMaTh, KaK CKa3aTh [I3iHy 0 TOM, 4YTO CMEpPTh
yXKe mpuiia 3a HuM. Kak ckasats eMy TO, 94TO yKe MeQJIEHHO YHUYTOXKaeT ee caMy?

— MHe KaXeTcs, Thl He 0YeHb pafa BO3MOXKHOCTH IIPOBECTH CO MHOI eHb, — CKa3all
UMIIEPATOpP, KOTHa OHU OTheXalii HOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! M OAlllHU 3aMKa, ¥ TOPOACKHE CTEHBI
Mepoga npespaTtunuch B 6echopMeHHbBIE TEHU 3@ UX CIUHAMU. — MBI MOKEM BEPHYTHCA.

— Her. 4 nipocTo ... He 0YeHb X0po1Io ceOs YyBCTBYIO.
— OTO0 u3-3a TBOEU TEeyprum?

Kuuprc BckuHysa rojioBy, YOUBIEHHO IIOCMOTpeJia Ha CBoero cuyTHruka. OTKyoa uMIiepaTop
3HaeTr? OHa Oblya abCOIIOTHO YBEPEHA, YTO HU CJIOBOM, HYU KEeCTOM He BHIjajia IIPOUCXONSIITNX
B ee Tejie MeTaMopdo3.

— C yero THI B3471?

— TwI caMa roBOpHMIIA, YTO YEM IOJIble Oymelnb OcTaBaThCs 0€3 TadpHa, TeM CKopee K Tebe
BEepPHETCsI CHJIa KPOBU TBOUX IIPEIKOB. A BpeMeHH IIPOIIIo 0ojiee, YeM OJOCTAaTOYHO.

B camoM mene — MMeHHO TakK OHa M CKa3asa. I/IHTepeCHO, 4yTO OBI OH CHeJiai, eciau Obl Y3Hall,



YTO OEeP2KHUT Ha IMMOBOOKE TO, 9YTO MOZXKeET HOFYGI/ITB €ro 1 MHOT'ux J:[pyer?

Kuwnprc momHsisia rojioBy K HeOy, IO3BOIKIIA HOXK/II0 U3 Ierlja IPUIOPOIINTh ee MIeKH.
CKOJIbKO BpeMEHHU MPOIIJIO, a paHa B HebGecax A0 CUX IOpP KPOBOTOYHUT. Tak O6ymer, moka IToTok
He TOJIYYMT 3aciiyKeHHoe Bo3Mesnue. U Pacnep, maxke ecjii OHa OTKAXXEeTCS eMy ITOMOTaTh,
COBEPIIIUT BO3ME3[1e B OMUHOYKY: TOJIOCA y2Ke BIIPLICHY/IH B ero 6e3yMue Ieqpyio IOPIHI0
9TOM arOHUMH.

— 4 B cocTossHUU [epkKaTh cebs B pyKax, MO uMiepartop. Tebe He 0 yeM 6ECIIOKOUTCS.
— IToxoxke, 9TO 51 6ECIIOKOIOCH O YeM-TO, KPOMEe TBOEI'o 6J1aromnoiryqus?

Kuuprc BUHOBATO yBEIOHYNach. [a y2K, HAMEKHYTb Ha eT0 TPYCOCTh OBIJIO HE CaMOM JTydIIei
upey, HO, K cYacThio, [I9¥H He CTall pa3BUBaTh TEMY. YOAYHO pa3bIrpDaHHAs HapTHUs cAeana
ero 6arogyIIHbIM.

HekoTopy! YacTh IyTU OHU exaju Mojl4da. He moe3kas go 4epHOTro jieca, B KOTopoM Kuupuc ¢
PyHHOM HefaBHO yCTPOUIIM KPOBaBYIO BaKXaHa/IuI0, CBEPHYJIN HAIIPaBo, a Jajblle —
U3BUIIMCTOM Pa30uToi goporoi B Kpacuwie xonmel. Cepaue Kunpuc 3abumoch cCuinbHee, Koroa
OHa ITOHSJA, KyJa UMeHHO Be3eT ee [[3itH. OT 6eCOKOMCTBa IToep3asia B Cefijie U IOoTIsabIBalia
Ha uMIIlepaTopa, Ybe JIMIIO0 0CTaBaJIOCh IPUBEIYHO COCPENOTOUYEeHHBIM U yBepeHHEIM. Korma
CIyCTS eIlle YacC e30bl CTajlo IIOHSATHO, YTO OHa He omubnack, Kuupuc puckHysa 3agaThb
MYYMBIIHUYU ee BOIIPOC.

— 3aueM THI Be3ellb MeHS Tyna?

— TsI caMa mompocuiia IpuBe3TH Tebs Tyma, rae OBl MHE XOTeJIOCh OBITh BMECTE C TOOOM, —
OTBETUJI OH, JaXKe He TJITHYB B €e CTOPOHY. — Pa3Be THI He XOUeIllb IPEeKJIOHUTh KOJIEHU Iieper
KOCTSIMU IIPEOKOB?

MetipuTtrHa 6€33BYyYHO BBIIOXHYJIA U ITpUKa3ana cefe He OTKPHIBATh PTa II0Ka OHU He
mpubyoyT Ha MECTO Ha3Ha4YeHus. boru, HeyXKeJu uMIepaTop He TIOHUMAaeT, YTO ee
IIPUCYTCTBUE TaM MOIKET ITOBJIeYh 3a COO0M camble HellpencKa3yeMble IOCIIEACTBUA? A eciu
MOHUMAaeT — [IJIS Yero IpPOBOIUPYyeT?

KpacHbie x0nIMBI pacrionarailich MHOTO I0kHee Mepofa, ¥ BO34yX B TeX Kpasx OTJIyIINTeIbHO
BOHSIJI CEPOM ¥ COXKIKEHHOUN YeJI0BEUECKOH IJIOTHI0. 3eMJIS IO KOIBITaMU JIOIIafled MTPOTUBHO
¥ BJIAXKHO XJIIONIajia OT KPOBY, & BETEP HOCUJI KYCKHU JIOXMOThEB, CJIOBHO 3HaMeHa apMUu
MePTBEIOB. 31ech He OBIJI0 HU eIUHOI0 JKMBOT'0 CYIIEeCTBa, HU €QUHOTO cj1aboro 3eJI1eH0ro
pocTa, HU 3BYyKa. 37eCh Obljia JIUIIb CMEPTh.

B Bucku Kunpuc BoH3UIach 3HaKOMas IIyabcalid, OT JKeJaHUus IPUKOCHYTLCSA K TOMY, YTO
CcaMO IPOCUJIOCH B JIaLOHMU, ITaJIbIIEl CBEJIO CyOOPOroi. A Korfa BIepenu I1oKa3aJiCcsi 3HaKOMEIN
OenechIii X0JIM, TOJIOBA €IBa HE PACKOJIONIaCh HAa KyCKH OT XJIBIHYBIIIUX BHYTPh I0JI0COB. Kpuku
OTYasTHUS, TPOMKH IIJIa4 ¥ BOILJIM y2Kaca: MHOTOTOJIOChE JIFOMEH CIIJIENOCH C FOJIOCaMHU
PyxHYBIIUX ¢ HeOec MeWpuUTOB. [Tpu XKM3HU OHU OBIIU TaK K€ JajJieKu APYT OT Apyra, Kak Hebo
¥ 3eMJIsI, HO CMephb YpaBHsIJIa BCEX CBOEH OeCIOoIagHON MEPOH.

— ITO0 KEeCTOKO faxe Ojs Tebs, — mpobopmoTana Kuupuc, korga JI9%H IOMOT e CIeIIUuThCS.

— XKecToko0? — OH BHITIALEN YOUBJIEHHBIM. — 3eCh — BCe, YTO OCTaJIOCh OT TBOEM KPOBH,
Kuupuc. HemHoro, Ho 310 ny4liie, 4eM HUYEro BOBCE. TEl MOXKEIIb COBEPIINUTDL TPaypHEIE
IIOYeCTH, KaK Yy Bac IpuHATO. Pa3Be Tebe He HOJIXKHO CTATh Jjierye?

— ,HYManIB, MHE€ CTAaHEeT Jjier4dye, eCJIt s IIoIIelvyy 6eCCMBICJ'II/II_Iy Hapf Hapquoﬁ poraTeix
4Yepernos?

Ha stoT pa3 uMmneparop nompavsen u orctynus. Ha mur Kuupuc moutu pasnuduiia Ha ero
nuie po06JiecK pa3ovyapoBaHus, HO OH OBICTPO B35JI ce0s B PYKH.

— B m060oM cryuae, Kuupuc, y Te6s1 eCTb CTOIBKO BpeMEHHU, CKOJIBKO IIOTPe0yeTCst, YTOOBI
HaWTH MUP C Tep3alouMu Te6s1 feMoHamMu. [laii MHe 3HaTh, KOT[la 3aKOHYHIIb.

— W 4gto panbiie? BepHeMcs B 3aMOK U COEIaeM BUM, YTO HUYETO He MPOU30III0?

— Tebe 6B 3TOTO XOTENOCH? [IPUTBOPUTHCS, OYATO 5T HE IOBUHEH B TBOUX T'OPECTSIX?



Ona 3ampeTtuia cebe cKa3aTh JKeJaHHOe «Ha», IIOTOMY 4TO 3TO OBIII0 OBl CITHIITKOM
ManoayInHo. Eciu yK mo0uTh KPOBOXKAMHOTO TUPaHA, TO C ITHPOKO PACIaXHYThIMHU T'Jla3aMu.
Bo3moxkHO, Tak el OyOeT mpolle TPUHSTEL €er0 CIeAyIOIIyi0 KPOBaByIo apuio Ha 6aro
UMIIePUH.

K cuacTbio, [I9¥1H 1 COIIPOBOXKIABIIINE UX BOMHBI OCTAaBUIN JOCTATOYHO ITPOCTPAHCTBA, YTOORI
Kuuprc He gyBcTBOBasia ce6si 3a3KaTOM B TUCKU HPUCTAILHOTO BHUMAHMUS.

— TBI He MOKeIlb IPUTBOPSITLCS, YTO HUYETro He MPOU3011LI0, — QBIPKHYJIa IIpUceBIIas Ha
€OVUHCTBEHHBIM KaMeHb B oJie 3peHusi, KpoBoxkanHasi. — CoBepllleHHO OYEeBUOHO, YTO celiyac
caMoe BpeMs IIPUTBOPUTHCS U HAaHECTU yHOap B CIIMHY. B IMoCTenb-TO OH JIOXKUTCS 6e3
IOCIIeXOB.

— Iypa, — npukpukHyia Ha Hee CoOna3HuTENbHULIA. Kuupuc OBIIO JIerye OT TOTO, YTO IO
KparHel Mepe OfHa U3 UIOCTACel He MPOTUBUTHCS €€ BEIOOPY. — ITOT MyKUYMHA HE HOCUT
mocmexu BHe Mo 60s. CTpaHHO, YTO THI He 3amMeTuiaa. OH CIIMINKOM KPEIKO 3aKajIujCs B
TOpHUJIE BOWHEI, YTOOBI OECITOKOUTCS O TAKUX MYCTSIKaX, KaK KWHXKAaJl YOUMNIIEL.

— CaMOHaesTHHOCTD I'yOUT U Kyna 0ojiee UCKYIIEeHHBIX, U YIa4UIUBLIX.

Ha nckaxeHHOM IIpe3peHneM aulle KpoBoxKamHOU CHOBa BCIYUUINCH 3€JIEHOBATHE TPEIINHEI.
[axe ee B3TJIAL TeIephb TO U AEJIO IMXOPaOUJIO HeeCTECTBEHHOU 3eJieHbl0. [lypHou 3HakK. Eme
HEMHOT0 — U 3Ta UIIOCTACh BEIPBETCS U3-II07] KOHTPOJIS, IIPEBPATUBIINCH B XOOSAYUN CTYCTOK
GEeCKOHTPONILHOU Teypruu. Y Torma el He Hy>KHO OyOeT yroBapuBaTh CBOIO XO3IUKY
COBEPIIUTL KPOBaBOe BO3Me3ue, IOTOMY 4YTO Tejlo Kuupuc nepecraseT OBITH ee KIeTKOM.

— Yero TH X04elllb? — MelWpuTHHA OIyCTUJIaCch Ha KOJIEHU IIepeq TOU caMOU Kydel KOCTeH,
KOTOPYIO BUIEJIa B BocTIoMUHaHUAX Pacnepa. OcTaTku OgpeBHEMN Teypruu, 607k 1 CMEPTH
CJIOBHO CIIPSITAJI 3TO MECTO ITOJ KOJITTaKOM, I'lie BpeMs OBLIO Hal HUM He BJIaCTHO, Te BCe
OBLIIO TaK, KakK ¥ rofsl Hadan. — YUTOOH s coBepinuiaa MecTh? Wnu ITOTOK Tereph TOBOPUT U
TBOUM PTOM TOXKe?

Cyns mo Tomy, Kak KpoBoxkanHas mmopazxarsa ry0osl, mpeAnoioxkenue Kunpuc okasanoch
BepubIM. Kak 910 B yxe [ToTOKa: He Haiifs crocoba CIOMaTh ee pelieHne, 000UTH — U
HaHeCTHu ymap B cuuHy. CHaudasia OTpaBlIeHHBIM UX TojiocaMu 6e3yMHBIN Pacrep, Temeps ayiia
BHYTPHY ee COOCTBEHHOI TIoTH. KTO elle [OoIKeH CTaTh MHCTPYMEHTOM I10TOKa, YTOOBI OH
TIOJIYYUJI YIOBIETBOPEHUE?

— M= umeem IIPpaBO Ha MeCTh, — IIPOIIHUIIesia KpOBO}KaJIHaH.

— MozxeT OBITh TOT'[Ia TH Ie€PECTAHEIlb IPSITAThCSA 3@ 3TON JTUYUHOMN B OTKPOEIIL CBOE
UCTUHHOE 00muyne?

Kuupuc nposejia maabslieM 10 MaCCUBHOMY Yepemny ¢ o0yriieHHbIMU poramu. Kacanue
BOCKPECHJIIO B ee TojioBe o0pa3: MyKYKWHA, UTPAIOIIUI C ITapoi rogoBablX Maskiiiel. Pora Ha
roJioBaxX MaJb4YMKOB ejBa IpOpe3auch, U MyXKUMHa He YIIyCKall Cily4as I10n1000BaThCsA Ha 3TO
CBUMIETEILCTBO CHUJIBI MX O0KECTBEHHOM KpPoBu. CJIIOBHO MOYYSIB, UYTO 3a HUMHU HaOJIOAAIOT, BCE
Tpoe MOIHSIU I'oJIoBEL. VX mymm 6b1nu 3nechk. KakmM-To HenmocTuKuMBIM 11t Kunpuc
o6pa3oM, OHU He IPeBPaTUINCh B ITOTOK, HO COXpaHUNUCH 3meck. [IpopocTu cpenu 6ou 1
y»Kaca, CJIOBHO IIBETH Ha KaMHAX. Yx 60b OblJla TAKOM CUJIBHOM, YTO MEMPUTHHA HE CMOTJIa
cmepxarth cine3. Ho 06 pyKky ¢ 6oJbio 3a IpepBaHHOe Oynyllee, OHa ICHO YyBCTBOBala
IIpoIeHue.

— OTo camMooOMaH, — BTOPTJIach B ee OQUHOUYECTBO KpoBoxkanHasi. Temeps 4epTH ee U1l
CMa3aiiuCh, TPEBPATUIIMCEH B MyTHOE IISITHO, Ha KOTOPOM BBIEJISITUCH JIMIIE TJ1a3a:
00XKUTA0IEe-IMOBUTEIE CTYCTKH MYJIbCUPYIONIEH 3eJIeHH.

— OHu 30€eChb, g UX CIIBIIY, — KI/II/IpI/IC IIPUKOCHYJIAQCh K 4YepeIly IIOMEeHbIIe: OH IIPUHaaJeXall
TOXKUJION MEeHUPUTHUHE, KOTopasi OECIIOTHBRIM IPU3PAKOM Opofuia Cpemu KOCTeH CBOEero
Hapopa. OHa ToXKe IMPOCTUIa. — MHOTHE IIPOCTHUIN U KaXKIOYT OCBOOOXKIEHUS.

— Onu Takue xe 6ecxpebeTHBIE CYILECTBA, KaK U THl, — OIllepHUiach B 6€CCUNIbHOMN 37100€
KpoBoxkanHas.

— Tel He cMeelllb yOepKuBaTh UX CUJIOU. — KMUpUC DOOHAIACh, CTPSAXHYJIA C KOJIEH KyCKU
BJTQ2KHOM aJio¥ rpsisu. — Twl — Bcero nuinb I10TOK, a He 60or Ha 3eMmie. He Tebe pemraTh, Kak



COBEPIIIUTCS MILIEHNE U KaKuM OHO OymeT. He TeOe pemraTh, KOraa ¥ KOIO OTIIyCTUTb.

Ha aTot pa3 KpoBoxkapgHas coepzxanack. Kak OyaTo 3Hana, 94TO BPEMS BCIIBIXHYTh CO BCEH
CUJIOM ellle He IIPUIII0, ¥ IOTOMY 3aMepJia, YTOObI KOIUTh CUJIBL Aabllle.

— TBI He MOXKeIllb COMTPOTUBNATHCSI HeN30eKHOMY, — C IIOAOeIbHEIM COYYBCTBHEM CKa3ajl
IToTok n3yBedyeHHEIM pToM KpoBoxkamuoii. Kuupuc ObIJT yOUBIIEHA, YTO OT HU3KOTO T'yjIa 9TOTO
roJioca ee 4epell He PacKOJIOJICS Ha YacTu. — M pa3 yxX THI pelruiia nIoaXKaTh XBOCT U AyMaTh
OOHUM MECTOM, TO HacjJaXaalcs POJIbIO 3PUTENIS B IIEPBOM PAAY, IOTOMY 4TO 6e3 Te6s 9T0
IIpefcTaBJIeHNEe HUKaK He COCTOUTCH.

OHu 00e mncue3nu, a Kunpuc, moBUHYSCh MHCTUHKTY, BEIYIUIIA U3 KOCTSIHOM HACHIIU HEBECTh
OTKy/a B3SIBIIYIOCS TPSIOUYHYIO KyKJTy. CTpaHHO, YTO OHAa COXPaHUJIaCh TAKO! ITOYTH YUCTOH U
He TPOHYTOM orHeM. Bo3aMokHO, UTPYIIKa U JiexKalia 3[eCh BCe 9TO BpeMs JIUIIb IS TOTO,
4yTOOBI OOHAXKOLI IEPEKOYEeBaTh B PYKHU IIOCJIETHEH U HETOCTOMHOM MOYEPH CBOETO
6oronogoOHOr0 Hapoa.

— Te1 Hamna Mup B cBoen pyiie, Kuupuc? — cupocui [I31H, KOrga MEUPUTUHA BEPHYJIACh K
HeMy.

— Ila, Mo uMIIepPaToOp, — paccMaTpPUBas eT0 YOIUBUTEILHEIE TEMHEBIE I'J1a3a, IPU3Hajlach
oHa. — Crmracu60, 4TO IIpPUBE3 MEHs Clofa. MHe CJIeoBaJjio Ipekae MOIPOCUTD IPOIIEHUS Y
TPEIKOB.

— Ilpexpe, yem 49TO0?
— YeM 1IO3BOJIUTH BCEMY, UTO MHE OOPOTO, CTATh IIEILJIOM.

OH pmaxke He MBITAJICS CKPHIBATh, YTO XK/aJl MHOTO OTBETA, HO OTPAHUYUIICS JTHUIIIh
MHOTO3HAQUYUUTEJIFHBEIM B3T/Isi0M. [ToToM ycapun Kumpuc Ha CIWHY CBOETO KOHSI M TpUKa3asl
rBappeiaM exaThb Buepen. KUMpHC mpuzkasachk K ero TPyOu, YyBCTBYS, KaK 3a OOEXOOM I'ITyX0
¥ CUJIbHO ObETCSI ero cepalle.

— CKOIBKO Y HaC 0CTaJIOCh BpEMEHH, MOu I/IMHepaTOp? — CIIpOCHJIa MeﬁpHTHHa, Korga CcTtaJjio
SICHO, 4YTO OHH BO3BpalIllalOTCA B 3aMOK.

— Moe BOMCKO BBHICTYyIIA€T Ha paccBeTe. Tpu apMHUU KacXapoB BCTPETSAT HAC Ha IIyTH. Y
IpoKysaToro Bpuana He OymeT maHca IPOTUBUTHCS apMUU, KOTOpPas BTPOe IIPEBHIIIAET €To.
Ecnu OH He COBCEM CBUXHYBIIMUCS UAUOT, TO COOCTBEHHOPYYHO BPYYUT MHE 3HAMS M KITIOUU
OT CTOJIUIIEL.

— ITocme TOTO, KaK TBOM TOHIIEI BDYYUJIU €MY I'0OJIOBY HOYEpU?

— T'onoBa ero moYepu — 3TO BCETO JIUIIh TOJIOBA eTro qoyepu. OH MOXKET CIIaCTH BCEX — HY,
TIOYTH BCEX — eCJIi He OyOeT CTaBUTh CBOM MHTEPECH! BHIIIE GIaromIoIydusi CBOeTro Hapoa.
Bo3MoxkHO, Te6e TsIKeIo B 9TO TTOBEPHUTH, HO ST BCeTa [alo IIaHC CAAaThCS ¥ PEOKOo, KOTAa OT
9TOTO CTPafaeT HPOCTOM Hapond. B KOHEYHOM CYeTe, CO BpeMeHEeM 3Ta CTPATEerus Hadasa
MTPUHOCUTH IOJI€3HbIE BCXOIHL.

Kuupuc 06 aTux BCxomax Oblna HacibImaHa eire oT PynHa. Kak HacneqHWK TeHUM HA
HeHaBumen OpaTa, OH MOT YacaM¥ I'OBOPHUTEL O €0 BOBHHOM I'€HHMH U 0 TOM, 4To HaTpesckas
MMIIePUs CTaHOBUTCS CHUJIbHEE C KaXKOBIM JHEeM UMeHHO Onaropmaps [Isiiny. Kuupuc
MHOKEeCTBO pas3 CbIIIajia OT PyHHa IpU3HaHUS B XKeJIaHWHU CECTh Ha TPOH, HO BPS JIU OH GBI
TOTOB CHOEeJIaTh 9TO Ha caMoM fesne. [IpocTo GoiTal To, 4To, IO ero MHEeHHIO, JOCAXKOAII0
cTapiieMy Gparty.

— TBI DOMIKEeH OBITE OCTPOXKEH.
— Ipu Tako¥ pacCTaHOBKE CHUJI, MOE POTATOEe MIPOKIISIThE, MOEeH JKU3HU HUUErO He YrPOoXKaerT.

Kuupuc BcrioMmHmMIa 00paskl, Toe BUAeia ero OKPOBAaBIIEHHBIM U e[Ba XKUBBIM — U IEPHYJIacCh,
CJIOBHO OT KPENKOU omyieyxu. Bciomunna u PyHHa, C IPUXKaTHIM K €€ TOPJIy HOXOM, 1
cOMBYMBO OOPMOYYIIIEM ITPOILIEHUs. Bce 3To OBIJIO HECIIPOCTA, U BCEM 3TOMY OBIJIO CYKOEHO
cObIThCsL. HO, BO3MOZKHO, €CII OHA CHeJlaeT LIar epBoi, TO CMOXKeT 060rHaTh cynsby. 1
cllaceT WX BCEX, axke eCJIM Paju 3TOT0 MPUAETCS MO0KEePTBOBATh COGCTBEHHOHN KU3HBIO.



I'maBa gBaguaTh TPEThsI

Kuupuc 6ni1a yBepeHa, 9YTo epeq 0The3A0M [[31H MoKeIaeT IPOBECTU C HEW HOYb, HO CTOUJIO
UM BEPHYTHCS B 3aMOK, KaK HMIIepaTopa OKPYXKUIIH eTro TeHepasbl. Cyas Mo CiaydaiHo
MMOMMaHHBIM OTPHIBKAM (pa3, BOeHHas KOMIIaHUS Hadajach He Tak TIafgKo, Kak
TJIaHUPOBAJIOCh, U [I9¥H MOTHOCTHIO TTEPEKITIOUNIICS Ha TPSIOYIINe TPUTOTOBIeHusA. Kuupuc u
oropyajachk 9TOMy, ¥ pagoBaach. C OTHON CTOPOHEI, €T0 IIOBEIEHNE ellle pa3
3aCBUIETEILCTBOBAJIO TO, YTO [[3iH HABCETAAa OCTAHETCS MPeXkXae UMIIEPAaTOPOM, a YKe IIOTOM
— MYXKXYHHOM, KOTOPOMY He UyKObl YeJIOBeYeCKHe PafoCTU. BoliHa Bcerma OymeT Ot Hero Ha
IIePBOM MeCTe, M HUKaKOM TI00BH, aXkKe caMO# CaMOOTBEPKEHHOU, He Oy[IeT JoCTaTO4YHO,
4TOOBI IEPEJIOMUTD XpebeT ero mpuHUuIaM. Bo3aMoxkHO, He Oyapb [31H UMEHHO TaKUM, BCe
CJIOKMJIOCH OBl MHAYeE.

C gpyroi# CTOPOHBI — UMEHHO CETOOHS €M KaK HUKOT[Ia CUJIbHO XOTeJIOCh ITOOBITh OHOM.
3aKpBITECA OT MUPA, 3aTKHYThH YIITU U [0 CAMOT0 PacCBeTa IIelTaTh MOJIMTBE], HAUBHO
HagesiCh, YTO OHU CHACYT ee oT cebs1 caMoi. I'yynasi u 6eCCMBICTIEHHAS ITOIBITKA CIIPSITATh
TOJIOBY B IIECOK.

Illenok ¢upa pe3ko Gexkas Bliepenu Hee, He YIIyCKas CIydasi 00/IasiTh KaXI0r0 BCTPEYEHHOT 0
rBappeiina, Kak 6yaTo Bcephe3 CUUTall, YTO AaXKe He CTAaB B3POCIIBIM CHUJILHEIM 3BEPEM, OH BCe
PaBHO B COCTOSTHUM 3aIUTHUTh X03sHKy. Korga 3a ogHUM K3 IIOBOPOTOB OHA HOC K HOCY
CTOJIKHYyJIach ¢ Pacyepowm, oulymeHnre OBIJIO TaKUM, OYOTO Ha Hee HajaeTesl IPU3pak.

— Kuupuc. — HacnegHUK KOCTeU OKVHYII B3TISIAOM IapO4Ky I'BapaeuIleB, KOTOPEIX [1o1iH
BBIIEJINJI U3 CBOEU JIMYHOM OXpPaHbl, YTOOBI IPHUCMaTPUBATh 3a Hell. — HaMm HyXKHO
TIOTOBOPHUTE.

— Ecnu He Bo3paXkaellb, ¥ Pa3roBOp MOXKET IIOJ0XKAATh J0 YTPa...

— He moxet, KpoBps 60roB, — C coxKaleHueM B rojioce, mepedust oi. — U 3TOT pa3roBop
OOJIZKEH OBITH IPUBATHHIM.

Ona nozarna mnjie4aMu. HpI/IBaTHbIM, TaK ITPUBATHEIM. CHOpI/ITB C 3THM yIIpsiMIieM He OBITIO HU
2KeJlaHus, HU MOPAJIbHBIX CHUJI.

I[lo KOMHaTHI OH IIPOBEJI ee, MPUIEPKUBAs 3a JIOKOTh, OyATO KaKyo-TO mieHHUIly. Kunpuc He
conpoTuBnsAnack: Paciep OB IOCIEeTHUM YeI0BEKOM B 3aMKe, KOTO OHa 3alonmo3pusia 6ul B
XKeJlaHUY TPUYUHUTD el Bpef. [laxke eClIy IpU 9TOM OH K€ OCTaBaJICAd U CaMBbIM 0e3yMHBIM 13
BCEX.

— Yro y Tebs 3a meno? — OHa mo3Bonuiia KopTe CHITH C HEe CalloTH U 3aHSATHCS BOJIOCAMH.
IToe3nka BepxoM MpUBEJIa C TAKUM TPYOOM COOPYKEHHYIO MPUYECKYy B HAarpOMOXKIeHHue
pacTpenaHHbIX JIOKOHOB, C KOTOPLIMU HE CIIPABJISIJIMCH HaXKe MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIE IIMTUIJTBKYA. —
He XoTeJjia OBl TOBOPUTH O IIPOIIIJIOM, €CJIU PEYD IOMAeT 006 3TOM.

Pacnep mMos4ya ¥ 3aAyM4YHBO CJIEANII 32 ABUXKEHUSIMH pPaOLIHYU, BCEM BUAOM HaBas MOHSATH, YTO
KOT7Ia TOBOPUJI O MTPHUBATHOM Pa3r0BOPE, 3TO 03HAYAJIO M OTCYTCTBUE PAOBIHU TOXKE.

— MoxkeT CKaKelllb, B YeM BCe-Taku geno? — [IpuImock oTnpaBuTk KOpTy Ha KyXHIO, YTOOHI,
HaKOHeEIl, Pa3rOBOPUTH MMOIO3PUTEIHHO TAWHCTBEHHOTO MOJTYyHa. — Ecu peuyb CHOBa mo#geT
0 MeCTH, TO, U3BHUHU, HO 3TO O6€3 MEeHH.

Barnap Pacrnepa cran yOUBIIEHHEIM, IIOTOM — HEIIOHMMAIOMMUM. A CJIeOM B ero (pHOJIEeTOBLIX
Tjla3ax BCIIBIXHYJIO pa3gpazkeHue. beiyio BUAHO, 4To HacimegHUKY KOCTeH CTOUT GOJIBIITNX
yCUNu nepkaTh CBOI0 TEYPTHUIO Ha KOPOTKOM IIOBOJKE.

— 4 gymar, MH 3[IeCh 3a0[IHO, — CKa3aJl OH, II0JaBUB BCIILIIIKY I'HeBa. — To eCcTh, MHEe
KasaJloCh, YTO S ITOKa3all JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOR! THI ITOHSJIA BCIO TIIyOHUHY IIPOUCXOASIIero. B ToMm,
YTO OOJIZKHO CBEPIIUTHCS, HET HUUETO, Ha YTO OBl MOTJIM OBIUSATE TH U si. Cyabba mpuBesa
Te6s Ko MHe, KpoBb OOT0B.

— U ums Toit cynbbe — KopoJieBa-MaThb.

— ThI 2Ke MOHKUMaelllb, 9YTO 3TO OBLII JTHUIITH OOWH U3 BaPHUAHTOB. C TakuM XKe yCIieXOM TEI MOT'JIa
OKa3aThCA 30€ECh JI00BIM U3 OEeCATKOB BO3MO2KHBEIX ITOBOOOB.



— 4l noHMMal, YTO TH OYEHBb XOUYeIllb BEIAATh KejlaeMoe 3a OelCTBUTENIPHOEe, JOMUH. —
Kuupuc nomHsijiack, OXHyJja, Korfa 60Jib B KOITYMKE TPOCTPEJIUIA 10 IO3BOHOUYHUKY [0 CaMOTO
3aTheUTKa. [1oYTH IIeJTBIN IEeHDb B CEHJie He MOT IIPOUTH 6e3 mociencTeui. — Thl He OOIXKEH
ciaymaTts I1oToK.

Pacnep mopheIBUCTO KUHYJICS K HeM, CXBaTUII 3a IJIeYU U TPSIXHYII C TAKOM CHUJION, YTO I'OJIoBa
Kuuprc MOTHy1ach U3 CTOPOHHL B CTOPOHY. B ryla3zax Ha MrHOBEHHE ITOTEMHEIO.

— TBI He MOXKeIIb TOBOPUTh 9TU OeCCMEICTIeHHEIe Belu, KpoBb 60T0B, — 6€337100HO0 MpuKa3al
OH. — MEI JOIXKHEL OBITH €MUHEL, YTOOH CBEPIIUTh IIPABOCYOUE.

— HUmnepaTtopa — TBOU Opat, u oH JIIOOUT Te6si. — ITomBITKa BEICBOOOAUTHLCS U3 €T0 JKEeJIe3HOHN
XBAaTKU HU K YeMy He IIpuBejla. — BO3MOXKHO, OH MEHBIIIE BCEX JIIONEH Ha CBETE 3aCiyKUBAET
m:00BY, HO He Tebe CyIUTh ero IOCTYIIKMH.

— 41 cnelmy ux ronoca B cBoeu rosose, Kuupuc! — Paciep oTIyCcTUII ee, CXBaTUJICA 3a YIIH,
Kak OyOTO BCepnes I1oJiaraj, 4To 3TOr0 MOXKeT OBITh HOoCTaTOYHO. — OHU TOBOPSAT CO MHOM C
TeX CaMBIX ITOp, Kak [aitH pal3pymun HepymumMeiii ActiekT. Kaxkawili feHb, CHOBa U CHOBa, OHU
LMIETYyT MHE, YTO 5 AOJI?KEeH COBEPIIUTH IPABOCYANe U HaKa3aTh yOUUIry.

Kuuprc He pucKHyJia BTOPraThCsa B ero cOnBYMBOe 6opmMoTaHue. IIpocTo cTosIa U ciyuiana,
KakK BMeCTe C IIOTOKOM cjI10B Pacinep ucropraet u3 cebs cTaphle OyIieBHBIE TPaBMEL. Bpsig mu
OH CMOT 3a0BITh XOTh MaJIyI0 TOJIMKY YBUAEHHOTO. MOXeT ObITh, YBUAL OHA IIPOU3OIIEIee
COOCTBEHHBIMU TJIa3aMM, TO TOXKE HMKOTHa OBl HE CMOTJIa IPOCTUTH youiire. Ho cerogusammHui
IleHb CTajll BO MHOTOM olpefensonuM. HeBo3M0KHO M100UTh 1 HEHaBUAETh OMHOI'0 U TOTO XKe
yenoBeKa. HEBO3MOKHO OTAaBaThCsI 3TUM YyBCTBaM HAIOJIOBUHY. Ee ceppare He yMeso
I00UTh U HEHAaBUETh UHAYe.

— Kaxk ThI MOXKeIllb XKUTh C 3TUM, KpoBb 60Tr0B? — ETr0 B3risig OB OMTHOBPEMEHHO U SICHBIM, U
0e3yMHBIM. — KaK TBI MOKEIITb CJILIIIATh UX — U HEe CXOOUTH C yMa?

—4d IIPOCTO He IMO3BOJIAI0 YeMy OBI TO HU ORITIO ornpeneidaTb MeHs, IOMUH. TBI — 3TO TOJIBKO
THL. TBOM pemeHnss — 3TO TBOU PEIIEeHUs. HuKTO HE MOXKET OUKTOBATh Te6e, YTO OeJaTh.

— Ho 51 xouy menaTs TO, YTO OHU TOBOPSAT! — BCKUMEs oH. CUpEHEeBHIN TyMaH IPoOuBaICs
CKBO3b IIepYaTKH, 2KECTKO 1 4acCTO IIyJIbCUPOBaJ, IIOTPEeCKUBal HaKOILJIEHHOU MOIIbio. — £
IOJIZKEH, XOTh pa3 B XKU3HHU, COBEPIIUTE CIIPABEIIUBOCTE. [[OBOTLHO IPUTBOPSITHCS, OYATO MBI
BCe TakKue XkKe, Kak oH. 9To. He. Tak! — [locnenHue cinoBa OH MOYTH IIPOKpUYa el B JTUIIO.

Kuupuc ¢ Tpynom nomaBuiia XxKejlaHue OTCTyIuTh. Ero 60J1b ObIIa TaKOM OTJTYIIAIOMIEH, YTO
IIPOHUKAJIA MO KOXKY M OTpaBiisijia JXeJlaHUueM YCTYIIUTb, YTOOB 00JIErYUTh CTpafaHus
3aTOYEHHOT'0 BHYTPU B3POCJIOTO Tejla MaJeHbKOI'0 UCIIyTaHHOI0 pebeHKa.

— IIpuTBOPCTBO MHE OCTOYEepTEsio, — npomwunes Pacnep. [ToTIHYICS K Hel, 4TOOH B3SITh 3a
PYKY, HO Tak ¥ 3aMep C 3aHEeCEeHHOU pyKoi. — OTKyHa y Tebs... 3T0?

Kuupuc npocnenuna 3a ero B3risimoM. Paciep cMOTpes Ha KYKJly, KOTOPYIO OHAa Hallia B
Tpyde 4YeperoB U 3aYeM-TO IpUXBaTUia ¢ coboi. Bun y HacnmemHuKa OBLI TAKOM, CJIOBHO
BMECTO KYKJIBI y Hee 3a I0SICOM TopdYajla OXallka SOOBUTHIX 3MeU.

— IsiiH 0TBE3 MEHS Ty[a, ITe BCe 3TO MPOou30I1io. YToOH T MOTJIa IOMPOIIaThCs.
— OTkyma y Tebst aT0? — Pacnep, Ka3ajoch, He PacCIIBIIIal ee CIoB.
— Harrna cpeqiu... 4epermos.

Ero PYKa 3aMEeTHO IIogparuealia, Korga HaCJ‘IeJIHI/IK KOCTeﬁ B34JI TPAIINYHYIO KYKJIIYy U C2Kall
BOKPYT Hee masblibl. OH BREITTISIIEN PACTEPSIHHBIM, 00€CKypPaXXeHHBIM. M 4eM CHuJIbHEE IalTbIkI
BXKUMAJIUCh B TKAaHb, TeéM 60)'[66 OTpEemEeHHBIM OH CTaHOBHIICH. Kaxk GYJI[TO B KOMHATe KI/II/IpI/IC
ocTajiach JIUIIL OecIoTHas 000JI0YKa.

— 4 mopmyMara, 9TO AOMXKHA B3SITh YTO-TO Ha NaMsATh. YTOOH He 3a0bIBAaTh O TOM, KaKOH
JKEeCTOKOM U HeCcIIpaBeOIuBoOl OBIBAeT KU3Hb.

— Pa3Be He THI CKa3asa, 4To npoctuna? — Pacrnep, He Murasi, Tapamuiacsa Ha KyKILy.



— IIpocTuth u 3a0LITH — pa3HbIE Belll. MHE He Hy2KHa MeCThb, KOTopasi OTpaBuT aymry. Ho
Hy2KHa ITaMsTh O CIIy4YMBIIIEMCsi, YTOOHI ITepefaTh ee MOCTOMHOMY YenoBeKy. McTopus
pacCcypnur...

OHa He cMOTJ1a 3aKOHYHUTEH, IOTOMY 4YTO Korpma 6e3yMHEIM IycToi B3rnan Hacnennrka Koctei
CHOBa IIPOKET ee JIUIO0, MUP BOKPYT IIePEeBEPHYJICS C HOT Ha I'OJIOBY.

OHu cHOBa OBLIM B €T0 BOCIOMUHAHUSAX: TOT K€ IIPOTUBHEIN [0 OOYPHU 3allax CBexkel KPOBU U
TOpsIel MI0TH BOTKHYJIMCEH B CO3HaHMUe, OyATO pKaBhIM T'BO3Mb.

BoT TONBKO Ha 3TOT pas YTO-TO BCe Ke OTINYanoch. Kuupuc noTpe6oBasoch HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT, YTOOBI COOPATHCS C CUJIaMU ¥ BCTATh Ha HOTHU. B 3TOM MecTe Bce OBIJIO IPOTUB HEE,
HUCTOPrajo, CIOBHO Yy2KEePOXOHEBIN IIpeaMeT. B npoIibiii pa3 OHa, 10 KpallHel Mepe,
4yBCTBOBaja TOCTEIIPUKUMCTBO €r0 X035i1MHa, HO CEerofHs, XOTh Pacnep 1 3aTaliuml ee B CBOU
KWCKaJIeYeHHBIM BHYTPEHHUN MUD, €r0 CaMOoro Mo6IM30CTH He OBLIIO0.

3aTo OBLII er0 3HAKOMEIH BOH.

Kuupuc momeiTasach oopemenuTh, OTKyda OH pa3maeTcs, HO eBa JIU IpeycIiena B 3TOM:
Kas3aJloCh, YTO 3BYK Yy2KOM arOHUU UCTOPTalOT caMu Hebeca.

— Pacnep! — nmo3Barna oHa Kak MOXKHO I'poMYe — U 3aKalllJisijlach OT 3a0UBIIET0CS B POT U HOC
nermia. Bkyc TieHa Ha ry6ax B30ynopaxKuil kejlaHUs, KOTOphle, KaK OHa gyMasa, el ynasnoch
IIOXOPOHUTE.

ITpoknsatoe mecto. Ecnu oHa He BribepeTcs oTciofa B OyimxKauiiee BpeMs, TO MOXKET
OKOHYATEJIbHO IIOTEPSATH OCTATKH TOTO KOHTPOJISL, KOTOPEIM KO€e-KakK COEePKUBAET CBOU
u3lyBedyeHHEIe Teypruei oyIu.

— Pacnep! — cHoBa npokpuyana Kuupuc, HO 1 Ha 9TOT pa3 OTBETa He IOoCcJiefoBao. TOIbKO
HOBas MOPLUS arOHUPYIOUIEeTo 00JIBI0 BOIIJISA 0TOBCIOAY cpa3y. — IIporry Tebs, mepecTalHb
IIPATATBCA U CKazKHK, 3a49€M ThI CHOBa IIPHUBEJI MEHA cro,ua?

W, MoxkeT OBITH, OJIsT HEr0o MIPOU3OIIEAIIee CTAJI0 TAKOM Ke HeOKUOaHHOCTHI0? Ta KyKiia ¢
Temneuina — OOWH ee BUI IpeBpaTu nuilo HacimegHuKa KOCTEN B MAcCKYy, 3a KOTOPOU He
oCTasioch HU4Yero, KpoMe yxaca. Kak 6ynro Pacrep yBULesn 4TO-TO TaKOe, YTO IPEeBPaTUIIO eTO
u3 6e3y4acTHOI'0 IIOTPOIINTEIS B UCIIYTaHHOTO peGeHKa.

Kuuprc nmonbiTajgack BCIOMHUTE 3JI0CYACTHYIO KYKJIy: TPSITUYHAS, CHEeJIaHHas BPYYHYIO, XOTh
¥ DOBOJIBHO yMeJio. TOYHO He UTPYIIKa KPeCThsIHCKOro pebeHKa. U ellle MeHbIIIe ITOX02Ka Ha
OKKYJIbTHBIM IIPEAMET [JIg PUTyaoB. X MPaKTUKOBAJIK eIle B MPOIIJION 310Xe U Te 3HAHUS
JAaBHO CUMTAIIUCh IOPOYHLEIMY U 3a0LITEIMY, HO HacnegHUK KOCTeH BIIOJIHE MOT IIPOYECTh O
HUX B KHUTaX, KOTOPhIe, HECMOTPS Ha 3alpeThl, HaBEPHSIKa BOOUINCH B 3aMKOBOI OUOIHMOTEKE.

Ho maxe ecnu oH yBUAeN B IPOCTON UTPYIIKE YTO-TO TakKoe, 0 4eM He 3Hana u Kumpuc, otkyna
OBI TAaKOM BEIIH B3SThCS OCPEN IMEMeNUIla JaBHO OTTPEMEBIIIEeH OUTBHI?

— Pacnep, XBaTUT UT'PATh B KOIIKHU-MBIIIIKY, — IIOIIPOCHJIA OHA, CMATYUBIINCE. OUEeBUIHO, YTO
OH [IbSIBOJIbCKH MCIIyTaH, a B 9TOM MUpPe HaBepHSIKa He CYIIeCTBYeT Belllei, CIIOCOOHBIX
MPOOYOUTH CTOJIb OCTPBIE SMOILMU B €T0 ¢GjIerMaTUYHON U 6e3ydacTHOM myie. YTo ObI TaM HU
OBLI0, OHA O6si3aHa y3HATh €T0 IPUPOAY U IPUYHWHY, IO KOTOPo# Pacyep crpsaTasncs B
COOCTBEHHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX, MHAYe OHU 00a MOTYT 3aCTPAThH TYyT... HABCeTa.

Ee BHUMaHMe NPUBJIEKIIN BO3HUKIINE U3 CI'YyCTKOB TyMaHa ¢burypsl. OgHa IIymiasi, HeBEICOKas,
Ipyras, HaIpOTUB, KpelKas 1 pocias. KaxXxeTcsi, OHM 0 4eM-TO CIIOPUIIH, HO mo Kuupuc
IOHOCHUJIUCE JIUIIb OTTOJIOCKY dpa3, KOTOPHe He AaBall HU MaJlelInero IpefcTaBlIeHus O
CyTHu mepenanku. MelpuTruHa yCKOpHUJIa I1ar, HagesiCb, YTO YCIIeeT XOTs Obl K pa3Bsi3ke. Ho
IeWCTBUTEIBHOCTD OKa3asach Kya yXacHee.

Ona B300pasiach Ha TPEKJISITHINM 0OPHIB 3@ MUT A0 TOTO, KaK IOHBLIM Pacjiiep — MMEeHHO OH ObLI
TeM LIYIUIBIM IPU3PaKOM IIPOIIIOr0 — IIEPEXBATHUII PYKY CTOSIIETO Iepen HUM MyKYUHEL. Hu
y2Kac Ha JIullie He3HaKoMIla, HU ero IepelnadykaHHOe caXkel JIUII0 He MOTJIM CKPBLITh UX
OUYEeBUOHOTO CXONCTBA. B mob3y TOro, YTO Ilepen Hell IOCIeIHUN, TPeTUN MyK KPOBOXKaTHOMU
KOPOJIEBEI, TOBOPUJIA U ITOOBECKA C OTPOMHEBEIM PYOMHOM, KOTOPHIH ITYJIECUPOBAJI KPaCHBIM
IaXe CKBO3b TEYPrUYeCcKYyI0 MaHTHUIO.



— Pacnep, octaHOBUCE.

Kuupuc He ycnesna cpearupoBaTh Ha TOJIOC, IOTOMY YTO OH IpHHAAIekKall YeJI0BEKY,
MIOJHSIBIIEMYCS CIeoM 3a Hell. Ero 6ecIioTHEIE 06pa3 IPOCOYHUIICS CKBO3b Hee 0061akoM
6ecopmMeHHOTO TyMaHa, YTOOB IOTOM BHOBh 0OPECTH 3HAKOMEBIE YEPTHI.

[atia? Celiyac OH BHITJISALE] Ky[a MOJIOXKe, U B er0 B3TJISANE ellle COXPaHUIach sIpOCThb
HeOe3pa3mmyusi.

— He mopxopmu, — mpoluuiien Majab4YuIlKa Paciep, B TO BpeMsi, Kak TEypPrus rmeperoisana C
ero JIafOHYW Ha PYyKy OTIla. MyzK4YnHA yraa Ha KOJIeHU, 3aBOIUA OT 00JiM, HO I0HBIM HaciegHuk
KOCTeH, Ka3aJloCh, HAIIpo4h 3a0BI/I O €eT0 CyllecTBOBaHuK. Bce BHuMaHue Paciepa Ob110
IPUKOBaHO K [[3tiHy. — Chenaelnb ele X0Th IIaTr — U S UCIEIenio TeOS CIeqyoIuM.

— Xopoiro, — nmoguuHuiCcS I3#iH. OCTaHOBUJICS ¥ MUPOIIOOMBO TOOHSJI TagOHU BBEPX. —
Bupuiib, s1 CTOI0 M He TIBITAIOCh K Te0e MOJouTH. A Tereps — OTIIYCTH €ro.

— TeI 3Haen s, 4To He MOry. — HacnenHuK KocTed 6e3pa3InyHo IoKall IjIedaMu, CKOCUII
B3TJISI Ha U3HBIBAIOWIETo OT 6oiu MyxkunHy. C MuHyTy Pacnep ulydan ero nonsITKu
OCBOOOIUTHCST OT MIOTOKOB TEYPTHH, KOTOPAsi COYUIIACh BCE BHIIIIE 10 €r0 PyKe, MoKa, HaKOHeI],
He 00XBaTuJIa IIOTKY TYTUM KOJIbIIOM. — 1 He MOTY 3aKOHYMTH, [TOKA OH JKUB.

— Ts1 moxe1rs, Pacniep, — ¢ HaskuMoM cKa3sajl [I3iH. — MBI caMy TBOPUM CBOIO CyAb0y. A ThI
POCTO... HEMHOTO 3allyTajcCs.

— Ilomaraerib, 1 HACTOJIBKO TJIYI, YTO IIOBEPIO B 9Ty epech?! — FOHLIN Pacnep paccMmesisnics
COBCEM He I0HBIM CMeXOM. 3BYKH, KOTOPEIe UCTOPTaio ero ropjo, CKopee IIOXOAUNIN Ha X0XOT
03710671eHHOr0 My4uTenss. — CTpaHHO, YTO Y MEHSI OJHOI'0 0Ka3asloCh JOCTAaTOYHO CMEJIOCTH,
4TOOBI COBEPIIUTE ITOCTYIIOK.

— IIpomry Tebs1, Paciep — OTIyCTH €ro, a I0TOM MbI OyZIeM I'OBOPUTH TaK IOJT0, KaK T
IoxeJjaeb.

Kuupuc BOpyTr 0Co3Hasa, YTO HUKOTIa He Buena [I9fiHa TaKUM IMOKOPHBIM U OTYASBIITUMCS.
— ToI genaemb 6OJIFHO CBOEMY OTLY, — IIPOOOJIZKaJ YBeIlaTh Milafiiero 6paTa [aiH.

— 4 penato 6051pHO 6eCXPe0EeTHOMY CIHU3HSKY.

— OH ofyMaJiCsi, ¥ BCEro JIHUIIlb XOTeN ITOMOYb U Te6e TOXKe BLIHBIPHYTH U3 MUPAa UIITIO3UH.

— OH peninusi, 94To MOXKeT OTCTYIIUTh U OCTAaBUTh MEHA OOHOTI' 0. YTo OH Takoe ObsABOJIBCKH
BakHOe 3BeHO, 6€3 KOTOPOr'0 MHE He CITPaBUTHCS. HO, KaK BUOUIND, II0 KPallHEW Mepe OOUH U3
HaC UCIIOJIb3YyeT aﬁua II0 HAa3HA4YEeHHIO.

Kuupuc npocnemguna 3a 6e3yMHBIM B3TIsiAoM HacnemHuk Koctel. [IpssMo BBEPX, BHIIIE U
BRIIIIE, IO CAMOM KPOBOTOYAIIEH OLIPE B HeOecax.

— 4 He 3HAl0, KAKUMHU JeMOHAMHU THI OfepPKuUM, Paciiep, HO 3Hal0, YTO KaK TOJIBKO UX TOJIoca
TepecTaHyT HALIEeNTHBATh Tebe, Thl Oymelllh CoKaneTh 000 BceM, YTO HaTBOPHIL.

— Papgu 6oros, [I3iiH, He THI JI TOBOPHUJI, YTO T'OTOB Ha BCE pPafy TOTO, YTOOH N30AaBUTHCSA OT
HeoOXOOMMOCTH BO BCEM UM MOOUUHSITCS?!

Pacnep cHOBa u cHOBa THIKAaJ ITanblleM B 3USIONIYI0 paHy Hebec, OTKy[a UCTOPraluch
0eCKOHeYHEIe IIOTOKH U3yBedeHHEIX Tel. OHU TJIyX0 Iafany Ha 3eMJII0, 3aropajiich — U
IIpeBpallaInuch B KOCTHU U Itenesn. ['pyna pocina Tak 6uicTpo, uTo Kuuprc xoTenock cuenathb
XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ob, JIUIIb OBl IPEKPATUTh 3TO Oe3yMue.

— He Takoi nenoit, Pacnep. — [I9¥H IOMBITANCS IPUOIU3UTLCS K HEMY, HO OXHYJ, HEYIauHO
CTaB Ha IIpaByio Hory. OH eBa He yIiaj, HO BMECTO 3TOTO C IIyMOM BHIIIyCTUJI BO3IYX CKBO3b
3y0OBl, OIIYCTUJICS Ha OMHO KOJIeHO U 6e3 IpeIlofuil, ODHUM Pe3KUM [IBUKEHUEM, BEIIEPHYI
TOPYAIIWH U3 JIOOEIZKKHU 00JIOMOK CTpesibl. — [locMOTpu Ha Hero, ObsiBOJI TeOs 3amepH.

YaouBuTENBHO, HO HA 3TOT pas3 PaCJ'Iep IIOCJIyIIaJICs. Bupg CTpagarIiiero oT 6omu OTIIa BpPAML 11
BBI3BAJI B MaJIbYUIIIKE XOTh KaIllJIl0 COYYBCTBHA, CKOpPee YK, OH HacCJlaXKOaJiCsd OYepPeqHbEIM



CBUOETENHCTBOM CHUIILI CBOEM Teypruu. HaBepHsika momoOHBIN TPIOK HacmemgHUK KOCTEH MOr
npojesnaTh C ECATKOM, COTHEH, THICIYEN YEJI0OBEK.

BuezamHo BCKpPHBIBaBIIasACa NCTHHaA 3aCTaBUJIa KHHpHC K30 BCEX CHUJI 3alledaTaThb JIagOHAMKU
POT, KaK 6y,T_ITO 9TO MOTJIO BEIOATH €€ IMMPUCYTCTBHUE NABHO CIIyYUBIIEMYCS IIPOIIIIOMY.

— To1 Oymernsb xKajieTb 00 9TOM BCIO CBOIO OCTABIIYIOCS XKU3HB, — Mpoxpuren [I3iH. [ToneTKy
BCTATh IPOBAJIUII C TPECKOM, U JIHIIIh 3710 CTUCHYJ 3yObl. OKpOBaBI€HHEIE BOIIOCH CBUCAJIH
BOOJIb €T0 JIMITA, Ha 3aTHIJIKe BUOHEJIaCh 3alleKInasics KpoBb. — OH — TBOM OTell, U OH Tebs
JIIOOUT.

— KT0 cKa3zaj, 4To MHe HyXKHa JTII000Bb?

Barnsapg Paciiepa BCOBIXHYT (DMOJIETOBBIM 3a CEKYH[Y IO TOTO, KaK TYMAaH CTaBUJI TOJIOBY €TI0
oTia. HecyacTHEIH Teypr BHIIOXHY UMS JKEHBI — U €T0 T'0JIOBA, CJIOBHO Cpe3aHHas OPUTBOH,
ymana K HoraMm Hacnenuuka Kocteit. Eme kakoe-To BpeMs TeJIO TakK U IPOJOJIKAJIO CUETh, a
KOJKa Ha IIlee IIUIeNa U IT0OBOPaYnBanachk B HEBUAUMOM IjlaMeHu. [I0ToM Teno 6eCIoMOIITHO
IIOKAQYHYJIOCh, CJIOBHO KaKas-TO HEBUAMMAS CUJIa JKeJjlajia, HAKOHEell, YBUAETD €T0
TIOBEPZKEHHBIM — U TIOJIETEJI0 BHU3 C 0OPHIBA.

[Io¥H TPOMKO BHIpYTAJICS.

Pacnep nprcen Ha KOPTOYKU OKOJIO I'OJIOBHI 0TI, 6€3y4acTHO u3ydasl 3aCTHBIIVIO B €T0
ri1a3ax cMepTh. CTajo Tak TUX0, OYATO OT IPOM3OLIEAIIET0 3aMepiia faXke caMa XKHU3Hb.
Kuupuc He MOrjla CMOTPeTh — M He MOTJia He CMOTPEeTh Ha Pa3BOpPadvHBaI0Ieecs: BOKPYT
mpepncTasiieHue. M Bce ke, ee BHUMaHKe IPUBJIEKIIO YTO-TO Oejiecoe 3a mosicom y Hacnenavka
KocTtel. OHa OCTOPOXKHO HoACcTynuiIa 6muxe, oborna [IaiiHa cupaBa, YyBCTBYS ce0s1 egBa Ju
He BOPOM, KOTOPHIHM 6e3 cripoca MPOHUK B YyKKe BOCIIOMHUHAHU. B mporisiii pa3 Paciep cam
TOKa3aJjl uX el, Ho ceromgHs... CerogHs, moxXoxe, oHa 6e3 cIpoca MPOHUKIIA B Ty YacCTh €T0
pasyMa, KoTopas Obuta 160 mepeBepHYEIM 3epPKajioM, 160 — KECTOKOH PearbHOCTHIO.

3a nosicom Pacnepa Oblnia Ta caMas Kykjia — Kuupuc He mMoria O6bl OIInOUTHC.
Be3Xu3HEHHEBIE TJIa3a-KaMHU CMOTPEJN OyATO MPSIMO Ha MEUPUTHHY, a Ha JIMIIIEHHOM 4epT
6echopMeHHOM JIHIIE JIETKO yraablBaiiach 3y1ast HacMmellnka. Kuupuc ¢ TpymoM momaBuia
JKeJlaHUe BHIXBATUTh UT'PYIIKY M HIBEIPHYTH €T0 B IIPOIIAaCTh 3a CIUHOM Pacnepa, Takou
JKEeCTOKOMU Ohlyia ee aypa. Bo3M0OXXHO, cefiyac, B PeajlbHOCTH, 3TO IeHCTBUTEIbHO BCETO JIUIIIh
UTPYIIKa, HO B IIPOIIJIOM B TKaHEBOM CYIlleCTBe Obljia 3aKJIl0YeHa OTHIOAb He
moOpozxKeJlaTesibHas CYITHOCTb.

— OH BHITJISIONUT ... CTPAHHO, TH HE HaXoouins? — B 6e3ymMHOM B3risife Pacnepa, oOpalieHHOM
Ha OpaTa, He OBIJIO HU KaIlJIi COCTPAmaHusi, OOHO JIUIIb TI000IIBITCTBO. — £ MHOXKECTBO pa3
MIPOAEbIBAJI 3TOT (HOKYC AJISI OTI[a, HO IT0YEeMY-TO OBIJT YBePEH, YTO ero COOCTBeHHAs I'0JIoBa
OymeT BBITJIIAETh KaK-TO WHa4de. MBI Bcera uaeaau3upyeM Tex, KOro JIFo0uM.

— Cetiuac 3pech OynyT BouHsl, Paciep, 1 Korfga OHM yBUIAT, YTO TH cOeliall — TeOs yObIOT.
Iaxke 51 He CMOTY 3alIPETUTb UM COBEPIIUTEL BO3Me3aue.

— Te1? — HacnemHUK KOCTel pa3pal3ujicsal HedeJl0OBe4eCKUM X0X0TOM. — ThI cerdac
MTPEKJIOHMUJI TIepefo MHOM KoneHu, OpaTten. Y 3Haellb, KOTo 1 BUXYy? Tpyca, HeCIIOCOGHOTO
COBEPIIUTD IOCTYIIOK Ha 61aro CBOeM CTPAHBI U CYaCTbsI CBOUX JTIOHIEHN.

— Tl IIpaB, lieHa OKa3aJjlach CIIMIIIKOM BBICOKA, — HaXKe He ITBITAJICS IONUTh [9HH.
— KT0-TO monXKeH menaTh IPSA3HYIO paboTy.

Pacmnep pacmiacrtasn nafgoHb C OTTONBIPEHHBIMY HaIbIaMU Hall OTPYyOJIeHHOM TOJIOBON U TyMaH
C €TI0 TOHKHX HEMOIIHEIX IIaJIBLEB II€PEeII0JI3 Ha MEPTBYIO IIJIOTh, BIIUTEIBAsCh B HEE, 6y,'E[TO
BOMa B Cyxoii nmecok. ['masa MepTBella NpeBPaTUINCh B YePHEIE MaCISHUCTEIE 03epa, a Koxka
IIOTEMHeEJIa, CJIOBHO €€ IIOKPBIJIN XKUOKNUM 300HUTOM.

— Xo4y ee COXpPaHUTh, — IIIEIIOTOM, OyOTO GOSIJICS, YTO UX MOTYT IIOMCIIYIIaTh, CKa3al
Hacnemuuk KocTeii. — I[IpugeTcs elre nmopadoTaTh, YTOOR TIOBECTH OO0 COBEPIIEHCTBA, HO OTeI]
OIIPENIEJIEHHO CTAaHET YKPAIlIeHuEeM MOEH KOJIIEKIINH.

3aKOHYUB C T010BOM, HacimegHMK KOCTel MepeKIIIouny BHUMaHue Ha OpaTa. [[9¥H KaKuM-TO
HEBEPOSITHHIM YCUJIMEM BOJIM HAIleJl CUIbI, YTOOH! BCTaTh. OH OBINT OJIEIHBIM U 3JIBIM, U €T0



PYKH, XOTb ¥ MHPOJIIOOMBO BHCEJIH BOOJIb TeJa, IIoAparuBaii, BEaBasi ero XejlaHue MyCTUTh B
xox Mmeu. Paciep He MOT 3TOTO He 3aMeuaTh, HO He [eJjiajl POBHBIM CYE€TOM HHUYEro, YTOOL
3allUTUTHCS UK OIIepenuTh HaMepeHus 6paTta. OH BeCh, Ka3ajioCh, OB HOTJIOIIEeH
pasrnsobeiBaHueM [I9#iHa C HOT [0 T'OJIOBHI, OYIOTO BUOEN Ieped co00i COBEPIIeHHO IPYTroro
YyeJIoBeKa YeM TOT, UTO CHOeJI Ha TPOHe.

— Tebe HyXKHO cupsiTaTbcs, Pacnep, — ckasan [I3iH. —  CIbIITy, KaK 3eMJIsT TPOKUT IO UX
Horamu. — COpsATaThCa U IepeXkaaTh, ITI0Ka S BCe He yJaxy.

— YTo TH MOXKeIllb YyIaguTh? — Pacnep xoxoTHyJ. Ka3anochk, 4TO B Tejie HeCATUIIETHETO
MaJIbYMIIKU CUOUT AyIla U Pa3yM cTaplia, TaAKUMU €JKUMH M IPOKIKEHHBIMU OBIJIU €TI0 CJIoBa
¥ XXeCThl. — MHe He Hy»XHa HUYbS 3amuTa, [[3iH. Tem Goiee 3alura 4ejoBeKa, He
CIIOCOOHOT'O CIIPABUTHLCS HaxkKe C COOCTBEHHOM TPYCOCTHIO. Bel 06a — OBINIM [OJII MEHS BCEM. —
OH 6e3 coxKaJieHusI IOATOJIKHYJI TOJIOBY HOCKOM Callora, ¥ Ta Me[JIeHHO ITOKaTHU/IaCch BHU3 I10
CKJIOHY. — BEI GBI TIOMBEMU, CIIOCOOHBIMY Ha ITOCTYIIOK, @ HA CaMOM [IeJie 0Ka3ajoCh, YTO HU
OOWH U3 Bac He CMOT Haxke MPuOJIM3UTHCS K COOCTBEHHBIM I'DOMKHM O0elllaHusM. 11 B 9TOM MBI
OTJIMYAEeMCsi: s BCerfa UCIIOIHSIIO CBOU OOeIIaHus U YIPo3kl, 6paT. A THL... THl IPOCTO IJILIBEIIb
10 TeYEeHHUIO, HalesiCh, YTO B CaMbIM BaXKHBI MOMEHT yHAaCTCS CXBaTUTHCS 3a KOPATY U HaJibliie
TIOTOK CIIPaBUTHCS KaK-To 6e3 Tebs1. Beap Tl — OyayLIMi UMIIepaTop 1 He [OJIKEH MapaTh
PYKY CTOJTBKUMU HEBUHHBIMU CMEPTSIMMU.

— Pacnep, — [Io1iH nepeBes OhIXaHUe, OODHUM OTTOUYEHHEIM ABUXKeHUeM BEIHYJ Med. Ha sie3Bue
COXPaHUJINCH MSTHA 3alEeKIIeHCcss KPOBU U I'psi3u. OTPOMHBIN PYyOMH — €IUHCTBEHHOMR
yKpalleHue 3¢eca — IIbII TYCKIBIM U UCITaYKaHHBIM. — THI MOJIKEH. ..

— He yka3msiBali MHe, 4TO g fojKeH! — Bckunen HacnegHuk kocten. Teypruyeckuii TyMaH
MeXOy ero najbllaMi 3aKUIIel C HOBOM CUJION. — f ¢ TpyHmoM ITOAaBJIsAio XKelaHue
YHUYTOXKUTH U TeOsT ToxkKe. TBOS rojioBa He TOOUTCS HOCUTh KOPOoHY MMIiepaTopa H3TPE30B,
TeIephb 3TO OYEBUIHO HaM 000UM.

[Io¥iH TOKOPHO KUBHYJI, 1 KUMpHC maxe mokKal3aaoch, UYTO OH COOMPAETCST OTCTYIUTh... HO
OymylleMy UMIIepaTopy IoTpeboBaIoCch BCETO OOHO OBUKEHUE, YTOOBI 0Ka3aThCsI OKOJIO
Pacnepa u OTIyIIMTh €70 OOHUM TOYHBEIM yIapoM PYKOSITA B BUCOK. Ha MrHOBEHUE B
duroneToBsIXx r1asax HacnemHuKa KOCTel MeNbKHYIO HEJOYMEHNE, a IOTOM ero XyHolllaBoe
TeJio 0OMSIKIIO M MUP BOKDPYT IIOT'PY3MUJICS B HENIPOTJISITHYIO YePHOTY.

OT mIyCcTOTH ¥ X0J0fa BOKpyr Kumpuc 3agpoxkana. OHa 0TYasTHHO ITBITANIaCh XPaOpPUTHCH,
mepzKaJjlach 3a HafeXKAy, YTO 3TO BCETO-HAaBCEro ITPOBaJl B €r0 BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX, KOTOPHIM OHa
IOJIXKHA IIPEeOH0JIeTh, YTOOBI YBUIAETD, YTO CIyYHUIIOCH ToTOM. OOXBaTUB cebs pyKaMu 3a
JIeyy, MENPUTHHA IOCIeqoBaa aanblile, HaooyM. I'me-To 3mech [0oIKeH ObITh BBIXO[ U JIyYIIe
OBI HAWTH €T0 [0 TOT0, KaK CO3HaHue Paciepa 3aTSIHET ee CIIUIIKOM TITy00KO.

— Pacrnep, — cHOBa no3Bajla OHa, HO CJIOBA YOAPUJIUCH B TEMHOTY IIPSIMO IIepeq Hel, 04eBUIHO
He MPEeooJIeB U TTaphl MeTPOB. — [loxkKamyicTa, He Ipsubcs 6ombiie. HaMm BceM HYKHO
0CO3HATh CBOE IIPOIILIOE, YTOOH JBUTATHCS Aaibliie. BEIIyCTH MEeHS — U MBI BMECTE
CIIPaBUMCSH C IIPaBIOM.

— THI COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO B 3TOM YBepeHa? — pas3fajiCs CIipaBa HaCMEIJIUBLIN KEeHCKUN
ronoc. — XopolleHbKasa noopenbkas Kuupurc, mpuHiiecca MENPUTOB, ITIOCTIENHAS KallJI KPOBU
60TroB, OTT'0JIOCOK TOT'0, YTO IIEPECTAJIO CYIIeCTBOBATh MHOXKECTBO JIeT Ha3ap.

Kuupuc npucMoTpenach, MBITasICh yrafaTh, Kak KpoBokaHasi 0Ka3aiach 3[eChb, BHYTPHU
YyzKOT0 IPOILIIOTO, HO Ta Olepenuia ee, 0003HAaYWB CBOE HIPUCYTCTBUE IIyIbCUPYIOIUM
CUpeHeBHIM cBeTOM. Ee uIo Bce ellle XOPOIIO0 yraAgblBajaoch 3a TpaHCHOPMUPOBABIIUMCS
YepTaMu.

— Kto THI?
— BouTenpHUIIAM U3 XOJIOOHBIX 3€MeJIb, — HAaCMEeIIJINBO OTBETHJIa Ta.

— OTO BCero JIMIIbL MacKa, KOTOPOU THI HCKYCHO ITPUKpPHIBajlach BCe 9TU Iofel. M mypauuna...
He TOJIbKO MeHS OgHY?

KpoBoxkagHast mepenepHy/ia IjiedaMu, yIbIOHYIach C TAKUM HAaPOYUTHIM 6€3pa3/inuueM, 94To
OCKOJIKY IIOAAeNbHOT0 00IMYHMS IIOCHIIaINCh Ha 11071, 00HaXKas B TpelluHax UCTUHHOE JIUI0



BJIQIEJIUIIHL.

— 41 Bcero nuIllb mesania TO, YTO OOJIXKHa Oblna coesiaTh, Kuupuc. Kak u Bce MBI, TOM HU/IM UHOU
creneHu. Kaxarii poxXgaeTcs OIS TOTO, YTOOBI COBEPIIUTE ITOCTYIIOK, HO HE BCEM XBaTaeT
CMEeJIOCTH OCO3HATh ¥ IPUHATH CBOIO y4acTh. KTO-TO CIIMINIKOM TIlecjiaBeH, — OHa BCKUHYJIa
JIaflOHb, TOKa3bIBasi TYMaHHEBIM 00pa3 KOPOJIEBLI-MATEPH, OKYTaHHOMU IIeIsIMU COOCTBEHHOM
HeyaepKUMOU KaXKIObl BNacTu. — KT0o-To — cnuikoMm ciiab. — BMeCcTo KOpPOJIEBHI TTOSIBUJICS
CpazKamIIUKCSI CO MHOXKECTBOM CBOUX Ke OTpaxkeHuu PyHH. — KTo-TO 6€3yMeH OT
poxpenusi. — Teneps nosiBuicsa Pacnep, 6nyKoamoliuil cpegyu TeHe! IPUAYyMaHHBIX
HaBaXKIeHUMH.

— Y numre onuH 4enioBeK okasascs Tebe He I1o 3y0aM, — Ipomoikuia 3a KpoBoxkamgHyo
Kuupuc. — J[Ia1H.

— Mmue?! — CobecemHuIla pacxoxXoTaslaCh U ellle HECKOJIPKO OCKOJIKOB MAaCKH MOOOETbHOM
JINYUHEI YIIaIU B IMIYCTOTY. — BBl C HUM TaK MOX0XKM, UTO MHe MaXKe HauWHaeT Ka3aThCs
HEeCIIPaBeqJINBEIM, UTO B UTOTE ThI OCTAHOBUJIA CBOM BHIOOP Ha MMIIEPATOPE, a HE Ha eTo
6e3ymMHOM MiapiieM OpaTtie. brina 661 KCTHHHASA HapodkKa: 00a OOepKUMEI HOIIBITKaMU
y6exkaTh OT cebsi cCaMuX.

— KT0 TEI? — CHOBa IMOBTOpPHUJIa Bonpoc Kuupuc.

— Pa3zBe s He paspemiato Tebe 060HaXKUTL MeHs? — KpoBoxkaaHas IIOOIIa K Hell BIJIOTHYIO,
3aJI0KuUJIa PYKHU 3a COUHY. — TOJIBKO MBI 06e 3HaeM, YTO THl OOUIIILCS TTPaBIH.

Ipoxamumu pykamu Kuupuc otiomMusia emfe oOguH KyCOK TOTO, YTO PaHbIe ObIIO JIUIOM, a
TeIephb CTaJIO SUYHOM CKOpiymoi. CHOBa M CHOBa, OCKOJIOK 3a OCKOJIKOM CphIBajia (ajIbIIuBhIT
TIOKPOB, He 3a00TSCh O TOM, YTO OCTPHIE KPas IMOJOCYIOT MaJThIIEl B KPOBBE.

Her...
DTOro He MOXKeT OBITE...

Kuupuc 3axasna B KyJlake IIOCIEeIHUN OCKOJIOK, HAllesiCh, YTO O0JIb OTPE3BUT €€, 3aCTaBUTh
IIPOCHYTHCS OT KOIIMapa.

— 4 — npaBpa, Kuupuc, — npousHecno ee coOcTBeHHOe oTpaxkeHnue. OHa TPSAXHYJIA TOJIOBOH,
cOpackIBas IIOCNeHYe, Telleph yKe OecIioyie3Hble OCTaTKY IOANEeNIKY, U ee BOJIOCH
CTPEMUTEJILHO IIOTEMHEIIH, a Ha 3aThIJIKEe IMOSBUJINCH YKPAIlleHHEIEe KOJIOKOJIbYUKaMM pora. —
A — 310 MBI. I — 3TO TBI. MBI — IPOKJISITHE HATPE3CKUM yOIIOOKOB, majladyu MepomcKoi
TuOpHl. XBaTUT yKe NMPSATaThCA 3a BEIAYMKaMH, IIOTOMY YTO MHe HaYyMHaeT HagoenaTh 3TOT
MacKapaj ¢ «mo0peHbKoU Muiod Kuupuc, KoTopas 60UTCsI COOCTBEHHOM TeHuU». [1puiino
BpeMsl HaM BCeM pacIllayuBaThCs 3a CBOU OUINOKU.

MetipuTiHa OTCTyIIMIa Ha HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB, IIOTPoTasia IrpaM Ha ropiie.

— He 06bIJ10 HUKAKOTO pUTyasa, — npomenTana Kuupuc. [IoXxopoHeHHOe 3a COTHSIMU ITedyaTen
MIPOIIIJIOe BAPYT BEIPBAJIOCh HAPYXKY U3 BCIBIXHYJI0. — HeT HUKaKuX Opyrux ayul. Ber o6e —
9TO0 s1. M Ta KyKJjia, KOTOpOM ObLI omepzkuM Pacrep...

OHa TakK ¥ He CMOTIJla 3aCTaBUTh ce0s 3aKOHYUTE.

— Jlerko ObITh OuTH GOTMHEN, — rojiocoM Co6Ia3HUTENTFHUIIEI MyPILIKHYJIO OTpaxkeHue. —
Mo3KHO IpeBpaTUTHCS BO YTO YTOOHO, CTaTh K€M YIrOfHO ¥ HalllelThIBaTh, HAllEeIITHIBATD... —
XOoTs moJKHA MPU3HATHCS, OBITH KYCKOM TPSIIIKY OBIJIO O YePTUKOB CKYYHO.

— Tak BOT OTKy[a y MaJIeHbKOT'0 Ma/JIbuiKa TakKas CUIbHAS TEYPTUs. ITO BCE THI?
— M1, — pa3apaxkeHHOo nmomnpaBuiio OTpaxkeHue.

— 41 611 He cTaa yOuBaTh COOCTBEHHHIN Hapon! — 3aBbuia Kuupuc. Cepple KOIOTUIOCh TaK
OBICTPO, YTO, Ka3aJIOCh, TOTOBO PA30PBAThHCS OT CIIEAVIOIIETO Ke yaapa.

OTpaxeHHe CKPUITHYJIO 3y0aMu, OIIeTUHUIIOCH, CIOBHO OOWHOKHWHM TOJIOOHLIN BOJIK B IMBEHb.

— OKa3aJioch, YTO MaJIbYHINKa CITUIIKOM Oe3yMeH. [IbsIBOI, fa OH BLEIHUJICSI B MEHS, CJIOBHO



Kierrs!
— U 51 moTepsina KOHTPOJIb HAZl €T0 HOCTYIIKaMu.
— U oH ... 3aurpascs B 6ora.

— U BMecTO TOTO, 4TOOBI YHUYTOXKUTH CTApIIero 6paTa, YHUUTOXKUII TEX, KTO Jepras 3a
HUTOYKU, — CHOBa llepexBaTuia nHunmatuBy Kunupuc. — XKepTsa yOuia manada ero xe
TOIIOPOM.

— Ha camoM perie miaH OB UmeasnbHEM, — ¢ IpuabixanreM CTpacTHOM, cKa3alio
OtpaxeHue. — MBI — THl — YHTaIU OyOyIee B 3epKaje MUpa C TAKOHU Ke JIETKOCTBhIO, KaK
IpyTHe YUTAlOT CTapble KHUTH. BymyIee Ka3amoCch TAKUM SICHBIM U ITPefoIpeneIeHHbIM.
Hyx#0 6110 UL BEIOPATh BPEMSI, MECTO U c10c0o6. Bce 6110 Tak 6€3ympedHo.

— Tem GonbHee OKa3aJioCh afieHre? — IIPeOBULS ee CIeNYIOUIYI0 PEeIlINKY, CIIPOCUIa
Kuupuc.

— KrTo0 ke 3HaJj, 4TO MaJb4YHIlIKa OKaXKeTcst 6e3yMeH 00 makol CTEeIeHH.

— Meicnu 06 YHUYTOKEHUM OTHOM 3apoKaalollelicss UMIIEPUM U ee MMIlepaTopa
MIPEeBPATUIINCEH B MBICITH 00 YHUUTOXKEHUU KYKIOBOIOB?

OT oco3HaHUs BCel 6€CCMBICIIEHHOH TJIyIIOCTH IIpou3oleanero, Kuupuc xoreaoch
0e3ymepKHO XOX0TaTh U IJIaKaTh OOHOBPEMEHHO.

— TsI TpaBUIIa UX BCEX, C CAMOT0 Havasa. — Kuupuc, BCIOMuHAas, Iorjafuiia mpaM Ha TopJiie
— ¥ yKacCHyJach rJiybuHe 1 KoBapCTBy oOMaHa. — [laxke pa3pelruia yoOuTh cedsi, 4TOOB CTaTh
OITHOM U3 CMEPTHHIX.

— TwI, MOsI oporasi, — 3JI00HO KPUBJIASCH, mompaBuio OTpaxeHue. — [laxe ecjiu TH ellle He
BCe IIOMHHUIIIL, 3TO He AaeT Tebe IIpaBa IIePeloXKUThL OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha IMPOoIIoe. Tr
creajia To, YTO chellajia — M KTO Telleph CKaXkeT, B ueM U Korga Obljla camMasi TJIaBHAas
omubKa? Jla ¥ CTOUT Jiu Tenepb 00 3TOM 3agyMBIBaThCs? Terneps, KOrga Thl HaUWHAEIb
BCIIOMUHATD, IIPUIIJIO BPEMSI cOeflaTh GUHAIBHBIN X0 9TOM napTuu. Corinacuchk, OHU BCE U TakK
TOXKUJINA CIIUIIKOM [IOJITO.

Kuupuc ynpssMo MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM.

— d u tak HaTBOpHJIA CJIIUIIIKOM... MHOT'O. — BepI/ITL B 3TO HE XOTEeJIOCh OO CHUuX II0D. YacTp
CO3HaHUuA, KOTOPas He IIOMHHWJIa HU4Yero, KpomMe (l)aJIbH_II/IB]:IX BOCIIOMHUHAHUMH, IIO-IIPEXXKHEMY
TBepAuia, 4To oOMUYuTeIbHAS UCTUHA — IIPOCTO BPaHbeE. OTakas IIOIIbITKa 3aCTaBUTh €€
IIOTEPSATH ACHOCTE PaCCygKa U HeﬁCTBOBaTB BOIIPEKHU I'0JIOCY cepAala.

— TToka 4TO, MBI He clieflajii POBHEIM CYETOM HUUETO.
— Kpowme Toro, 4To yOuau CBOM Hapo.

— Bpocs, mocnencTBus 9TOT0 PUCKa 0CO3HaBaIM Bce. [ToMHUING, 4TO cKa3an Tebe oTel, nepeq
TeM, KakK OPOCUTDb K CMEPTHEIM? — OTpazKeHue cHesalio XapaKTEePHBIN KeCcT pedpoM IagoHu
BOJIb TOPJIa — ¥ OH OTO3BAaJICS BCIHIIIKOM 06KuraoIel 6011 B caMOM Cepalle.

Kuupuc nomauna. Kak 6yaTo 3TO BOCIIOMMHAHME BCe BpeMs OBLJIO 30eCh, PSIOOM — M CTOMJIIO
JIVIITb OTKPHITH TJ1a3a, YTOOH yBUAETHh 00pa3 JajieKoro MPOIIIoro.

— «B aT0l1 BOliHE BBIKUBET He cUnbHeumm, Kuupuc, a TOT, KTO yoapuT IePBEIM», —
TIOBTOPUJIA OHA CJIOBO B CJIOBO, M COOCTBEHHBIH IIIEIIOT MOKa3aJICsd TPOMOTJIAaCHEIM HaGaToM.

Borwu, 4T0 OHU BCe HaTBOpUIU?

YTo HaTBOpPUIIa OHA?

Bo umst yero GBUIO COBEPIIIEHO TAKOe 3JI0OesiHuE?

OHa 3HaJla OTBET, HO BPSM JIM 9TO 3HAHWE IIPUHECJIO XOTh HEMHOT'0 00JIerYeHu .

— Yo6upaiicst u3 ero ronoBsl, — npoirenTana Kunprc. Cuisl CTpeMUTEIBHO IIOKUAAIN €€,



HCTOYarach, CJIOBHO TEHb, XPyIIKas CBsI3b, KOTOPAs ellle yaepzKuBajla ee TellePeITHI0I0
JINYHOCTBL B TeJle, TTIe Teneph XKUJIO CJIUIIKOM MHOTO [EMOHOB, XKaXAYIIUX CHIPaTh
TJIaBEHCTBYIOIIYIO Pob. Ecriu oHa ocnabeeT ¥ MO3BOIUT XOTS ObI OHHOMY M3 HUX HOAABUTH €€
co3HaHue — HaTpe3ckas mMIlepus UCUe3HET C JInlla 3eMJH, KaK HeKorga ¢ HebecHOro cBona
ucuesnu mewputu. Ucuesnet Pacinep, PynH, [3¥H... — YOupaiicsi! — rasgs B rjla3a CBOEMY
OTpazxeHWI0, BKJIaAbIBasi B CJIOBO BCIO 00JIb U OoTUastHUe, 3akpuyana Kuupuc. — OctaBb Hac B
okoe!

OTpaxeHue OPe3rIUBO IOMOPIIUIIOCH, IEPEeePHYIIO0 IeYaMH.

— INonarato, Temephb 3TO yKe He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHus. MBI 3HaeM, YTO UMIIepaTop oOpedeH.
OOpeueHbl OHU BCe. A THI 0OpedeHa CTaTh UX manadoM. [To-MoeMy, MOCTOMHAS TaTa 3a To,
YTO ITOCMEJIM MHUTH ce0st 6oramu. OHU IIOHSTHS HEe UMeI0, YTO TAKOe KPOBb OOTOB, ¥ HaM, MOS
moporasi, IpefdCTOUT IT0Ka3aTh UM BCIO ee CHIy: 0e3 OKOB U 0e3 2KaJl0CTH.

Kuupuc crnemno moirapuiia BOKPYT, BCe ellle HafiesiCh OTHICKATh B KPOMEITHOM ThMe IIPOIIIOro
Pacnepa xoTs GBI OOQHY CITACUTEIBHYIO 3alenKy. [[0KHO OBITH XOTh YTO-TO, YTO MPOOYOUT €ro
TOYHO TaK e, Kak mpobynui ee. Bems, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU TaK ITOX0XKW: KaXKIBIH UCKaIeYUIT
ce0st CBOMMM K€ PYKaMH M KaXKObIH CIIPSATAJICS 3a BEIYMaHHBIM IIPOIIILEIM, YTOOH 00JIErYUTh
HOIIIy COOCTBEHHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Ecnu kT0O 1 MOXKeT BEepHYTh ee 00paTHO B PeaIbHOCTh, TO JIMIIb XO35TMH 3TOT0 MecTa. M go Tex
op, noka oH OyneT OJyKnaTh B 1abupuHnTe, yoeras oT COOCTBEHHBEIX EMOHOB, OHa OCTaHETCs
TIOJTHOCTBHIO YSI3BUMOM.

— Pacnep, MBI Bce fenaeM ommbKY, — CKa3ajia OHA HETPOMKO, IOTOMY YTO 3Hajia —
HacnemHuK KOCTel yCNBIIIUT €e. — MEI BCe, B KOHEYHOM UTOT€, 3a HUX pacljladuBaeMcCH.
Henb3st BeYHO UTPaTh B MPSTKYU C MPOIUIHIM. Korma-HuOyob IPUOETCS OCTaHOBUTHCS,
IIOCMOTPETHL €MY B TJla3a M Monpo6oBaTh MPaBOy HA BKYC, KaKOW OBl TOPLKOW U OTPABIISIONMIEH
oHa HU Oblna. [[9¥H HU B 4eM He BUHOBaT. — OHa paccessHHO CMaxHyJa cje3nl ¢ nuila. Celyac
He BpeMs IJisi c1aboCTH, Aake eCcid CUJI OepPzKaThCs He 0CTAaI0Ch COBCEM. — JTO CHejlajii MEI
— THL ¥ . MBI COBEPIIUIN Y2KACHBIN IIOCTYIIOK, HO MBI MOKeM He ODOIYCTUTH elile ogHoro. 1
MHe HHU 3a 4TO He cIpaBUThCa caMoii. [loxkanylicTa, moMmoru MHe. Pagu yesioBeka, KOTOPBIA
100U T Te0s HaCTOJILKO, YTO COTJIACHJIICS CTaTh yOuiIe.

BmMecTo oTBeTa THUIIMHY pacliapanail XpUIJIEINA cMeInok OTpaKeHus.
— TsI mpaBma BEPHUIIb, YTO ITOT cjiabax...

OHa He ycneja 3aKOHYUTh, IOTOMY YTO BO3HUKIIUY IT03aAu Hee Paciep IPUKPEHII €M POT
nagoHbi0. OOBIYHBIN U MyCTSIIHBIN XKeCT, Ho OTpaXkeHue CTPAIITHO BRIITYYUIIO TJIa3a U
CKopumioch ot 6onu. HacmegHUK KOCTeH XKe, HallPOTUB, Ka3aJiCsd OTPEIIeHHEM U elrne 6ojee
TIOTEPSIHHBIM, YeM 00br9HO0. OH yJIBIOHYJICS JTUNIb Pa3, KOTAa YBUOEI CJIe3kl B ria3ax Kumpuc.

— He mmay, KpoBs 60oros. [ToMHUIIB, 1 KaK-TO CKa3ajl, YTO HUKOMY He IT03BOJII0 IPUYUHUTH
Tebe Bpen? 4 — OGpaT uMIepaTopa, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, U 5 HEPKY CBOE CJIOBO, faxe eCJIU Telepb
OHO CTOUT MEHbIIIe CBUHOI'O HaBO3a.

— Ox, Pacnep, — MelpuTHHA TPYCTHO yNILIOHYIach B OTBET, — YTO MBI HATBOPHUJIHN?

— Omubnucek, Kunpuc. CMEPTHBIM CBOMCTBEHHO OITUOATHCS. YXOIH, MTOKa 51 AepkKy ee. He
YBEPEH, YTO Ha 3TO y MEHS 0CTaJIOCh TaK YK MHOTO BpEeMEHU U CHUJIL.

— Pacnep, MBI IOMKHEI COEIAaTh TO, YTO TH TOBOPUI. YTOOH! CIIacTH ero.

— Ob6sa3aTtensHO, KpoBs 60roB. U mycTh HaM moMoraiT 60ru, KOTOPHIE ellle He OPe3ryoT
CHBIIIIATD HAIIM MOJIUTBHL. f Oyny KmaTh TeOst 3gech. TH 3HAEIIb, YTO HY2KHO [Ie/aTh.



I'maBa gBagumaTh 4yeTBEepTasi
— HOounu! Oomn!

KI/II/IpI/IC HaJieTella Ha NMePETrOPOOUBIINX IIYCTh B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUE IIOKOU rBapneﬁueB. IIBOE
300POBEHHEIX BOMHOB B YEPHEIX IIOJIHEIX JIaTaX CTOsAJIX, CJIOBHO CKaJlla, U He OBITIO HU eIuHOM
BO3MO2KHOCTHU COBHUHYTH UX C MeCTa.

— Is1iH, ToXKanyucTa, HaM Hy2>KHO IIOTOBOPUTH!

MelipuTHHaA OTYasTHHO 3aKOJIOTHJIa KyJlaKaMU 110 CTaJIbHBIM HarpyqHUKAM, HO MyKYUH 3TO
BPSIM JIX XOTH CKOJIBKO-TO obOecrokouso. OHU CTOSJIN Ha ee IIYTH, CJIOBHO YepHad cKaJjla, O
KOTOPYIO OHA CMOKEeT pa3Be 4To YOUTHCS, HO U B TAKOM CJIydae He IIPOMAeT.

IIBepb 3a ClIMHaAMU I'BapAellleB pacliaxHynack, 1 Kuupuc c o6jieryeHreM BEIOOXHYIA, KOraa
yBUIea 3a Heu [IoiiHa.

— IToxkamny#cra, MOU UMIIEPATOP, BIIyCTH MeHs, — B3MOJIUJIachk OHa. ['OpHoCTh, Cuila, XKeJlaHue
OBITH HecrubaeMon — BCe 3TO OOJIbINIE HEe UMEJI0O HUKAKOT0 CMBICTIA, CTAJI0 HE3HAYUTEILHBIM U
JIMITHUM, TIOTOMY YTO MCTHUHHEBIE YYBCTBA [aBHO B3SIU BePX Hap Iejyxoi. — [Ipoury Tebs,

O oMH.

OH cpenan XkeCT rBapneﬁuaM — U T€ OTCTYIIHUJIN.

KI/II/IpI/IC IIPOCKOJIB3HYJIa B KOMHATYy, JO2KMIaJ1aCh, KOTraa JIBﬁH 3aKpoeT OBEPh U BOIIPOCUTEIJIBHO
IIOCMOTPHUT Ha Hee OTHIOOb HE C CaAaMBIM PaAgyIIHBIM BHOOM. OHa CKOJIb3HYyJIa B3rJIAO0OM II0
KOMHAaTe — U OIleleHesa, Korfaa yBuaesa Ha CTOMKe HAaYUINEeHHBIH N0 3epPKallbHOTr0 O6/1ecka ero
60eBOM [OCIIex.

— Kuwmpuc, B ueM meno? — [I9HH IPOCIeOn 3a ee B3rIsagoM. — Moe K Tebe OTHOIIeHHe He
maeT Tebe ImpaBa BPHEIBATHCS KO MHE B ITOKOH, [a elle U ¢ TaKuM 3¢ GeKTHBIM BOIIeM. MHe
KaxkeTcs, 5T IpeesibHO YeTKO 0003HAYHUII, YTO HE MOTY YAENIUTh TeOe BpeMsi CBEPX TOTO, UTO
MBI IIPOBEJIH JTHEM.

— T&I He HOIXKEeH exaTh, MOU UMIIEPATOP, — BBIIAINWIA OHA. — THI MOJIZKEH OCTaThCS 30ECh.
— YT0 32 epech? — [I911H HaXMYPUJICS U PyOMHEI B €0 KOPOHE 3JIOBEIle BCIBIXHYIN aJIbIM.

— V MmeHs Ob110 BumeHue o Tebe. — Kuupuc motpe6oBanochk BCe MyzKeCTBO, YTOOBI IIPOU3HECTH
crnenymoryio ¢pa3y. — Tebe He BEepHYTHCS KUBEIM. 41 Cibllllana TBOU IIpefCcMepTHEIE CIIOBA,
MOUM MMIIEepaTop.

— B trakoMm ClIy4ae, MHe OCTaeTCs JIUIIb IIOIIPOCUTDH Te0OsI UCTIOJIHUTEL MOe IT0oXKelaHue Ha
CMETHOM oJpe. [Tonmarato, Tl UCIIOIHUIIL €T0 XOTS OBI 13 YBaX€eHusd K MOUM KOCTAM.

— YTO0 TH TaKO€ TOBOPHUIIIL?

— 41 TOBOpIO, YTO HUKOTHA, HU Pa3y C TeX IMop, KakK MoBen B 60 CBOIO MEPBYIO apMUIo, He
MIPSITAJICS 3a CIIMHAMM CBOUX COJIAAT. JIMIIb TPYCH GOSITCSI CMepPTH B 6010, a TPYCHI He
CTAHOBSITCSA UMIIepaTopamMu, Kuupuc. 3Haelnb, IoYeMy MOsSI apMUs HUKOTTIa He 3Hajla
nopaxeHnus B 6010? [ToToMy YTO 51 BCETa CTOSI IIepef COIHaTaMU M OHU BEPHUJIH, YTO CMEPTh
HaWOeT X TaM e, TOe OHa, BO3MOKHO, HaleT U uX uMieparopa. ¥ 9To B HEKOTOPOH
CTEeTeHU [efano Hac PaBHBIMHU. I CTAHOBUIICS MTPOCTHIM COJITATOM, OHU CTAaHOBUIIHCH
nopoOHBIMU MHE. JIIOOSIM HY2KHO YyBCTBOBATb Ce0s1 4EM-TO OOJIBIIIUM, YEM MSICO, KOTOPOE
IOJIZKHO CIOXHYTH 32 YbHU-TO aMOUIIUH.

Kuupuc ¢ TpymoM BEIOXHYIIA.
— [lake TH HE MOXKEIITb OBITh TAKUM YIIPSIMBIM ¥ CAMOHAJIESTHHBIM.

— Kak pa3 st u MoTy, — OTMaxHyJICs OT ee CJIoB [I3iH. — [yMaels, s1 cTaj OBl TEM, KEM CTaJl,
ecnu ObI 60s171cst yMepeTh? EnmHCTBEHHAS Bellb, KOTOPAasi MeHS CTPAIIUT — BEPOSITHOCTH TOTO,
4YTO UMIIEPHUS IIepedIeT B PyKH YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH He CMOXKET ee yaepKaTh.

I/IMnepaTop IIpoIIesI 00 CTOJIa, Ha KOTOPOM JiexKajla IpuaaBJIeHHasAs KaMeHHBIMU (I)I/Il“ypKaMI/I
Kapra. C BUOOM XO35IMHA, OH MOJIOKUII JIaJOHb IIOBEPX HAYEPTAHHOI'O KOHTYpPa H3Tpe3CKOﬁ



HMIIEPUHA.

— Kaxk TonpK0 Moe ceppalie 0OCTaHOBUTCS, KUMpPHUC, BCE 9TO 3aTPEINUT 110 mIBaM. [lyMaers,
PyHH crioco0eH IIpaBUTh TaK Ke Pa3yMHO U XKECTOKO?

— Hert, — 6e3 pa3nymuit oTBeTHsa oHa. — HuKTO U3 HaclegHUKOB He CMOXKET 3aMeHUTDb TeOs,
¥ UMEHHO ITI09TOMY, MO# uMIiepaTop, Tebe He ciieiyeT Tak 6€3qyMHO Pa3MeHUBATh CBOIO
KU3Hb.

— OTO pellleHo, MeWpuTHHA. ApMUS He TouaeT B 601 63 cBOero uMmepaTropa. A oT Ucxoma
9TOT0 005 3aBUCUT KU3Hb KaXKIOTO KPECThsIHUHA, KaXXO0r0 peMeCcjIeHHUKa, KaXaoTro

MY KYWHHI, KEHIIMHL 1 pefeHKa. B 9TOT pa3 Ham HYKHO 4TO-TO Topa3no 60sbInee, 4eM
IIPOCTO ymada ¥ oTBara. M ce#iyac 3To emMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MeHs OECIIOKOUT, HO HUKAaK He TBOe
IIPOPOYECTBO, JaXke eCJId s YBEPEH, YTO OHO — IIPaBAUBO.

— 3T0... 6eCCMEICIIEHHO.
— 4 mocTynun 6B TOYHO TakK Ke U Ay Hammx ¢ To6ou metei, Kuupruc.
— Ho ux He OyzeT, ecnnu TH yMpeuIs!

Ona Habpocuiach Ha Hero, Kak Qypus, cjierno KoJoTula JIafoHsaAMU 1o rpynu. Yto 3a ocern!
IMpoknsaTwii yrpsaMmell! besymerr!

[a¥iH MITKO IIEPEXBaTHUII €€ 3alSACThs, YTKHYJICA r'y0aMu el B MaKyIlIKy ¥ BhIK[Oasl, ITOKa
Kuupuc Koe-Kak cOBNafieeT CO CBOMMHU YyBCTBaMU.

— TloueMy THI HE CKa3aJjl MHE IIPO TO, YTO 3TO caesal Paciep? — OHa Onlzia yBEpeHa, YTO HU
3a 4TO B XXU3HMU, JaxKe IOJ NEITKaMH1, He CTAHET PacCIpalnBaTh 00 9TOM, HO BOIIPOC POIUIICS
cam co0oii, MPOTHUB €€ BOJIN.

— Pa3Be 3TO mMeeT 3HaUyeHue"?
— 71 MeHda — [a.

[Ia¥iH mogxXBaTHUII €e Ha PYKH, HOISITUJICS U CeJI Ha KpoBaTh, a Kumupuc nocapun cebe Ha PYKH.
Ero B3rmnsp morternsies, HO JIMIIL OT TOT'O, YTO TellePhb YCTaJIOCTU TaM Obl1o 6oibllle, yeM
Be3[ecCylIero yrupsMCcTBa.

— 4 roBopun Tebe, 9TO TI06III0 CBOMX OPATHEB, XOTh UX ITOCTYIIKYU MOPOM MCILITHIBAIOT MOE
Teprnenune. CygbOe OBIIIO YTOOHO COeJIaTh MEHsSI CTapIlIuM U C MOMEHTA, KaK 3aMOK OTJIaCHJI
KPHUK HOBOPOZXKIOEHHOTI'O PYHHa, s 3HaJI, 4YTO MHe IIPpedgCTouT 3360TI/ITBCH O ero 6narononquH.
ITo3xe, Korma mosiBuiICcsS Pacmep, 3a60T cTaso BOBoe Gorbiie. Y, KaxkeTcs, s ObIT
OTBPaTUTEJILHLIM OpaTOM.

— MHe KaxeTcs, Thl ObUI TydmnM 6paToM Ha cBeTe. — OHa HUM KalUIX He JIyKaBUJja.

— BeposTHO, 3TO MOTYT C TOYHOCTBIO CKa3aTh TOILKO HAIlK moToMKu. Pacmnep... OH He
BHHOBAT, B TOM, 4YTO cAenai. — [[91H HEHaJOITr0 YMOJIK, KaK Oy[ITO MBICJIEHHO BEPHYJICS B
IIPOIIJIOe, YTOOBI BCIIOMHUTH U 3aHOBO IIEPEXKUTDH Te COObITUsA. — OH Bceraa OBII HEMHOTO
cTpaHHLIM, Kunpuc. 3aMKHYTHIM OOMHOYKOM, KOTOPHIHM caM cebe Ha yMe. MEI Bce 3HaIU, YTO C
HUM Oy[eT MHOT'O XJIOIIOT, HO HUKTO U IIOMBICJIUTh HE MOT, UTO B UTOTe Paciep oKaxkeTcs
crnocobeH Ha Takoe. UM CJIOBHO 4YTO-TO... OBjIageso. He 3Har0, Kak 00bsICHUTL. Korma s moHSI,
YTO OH COOMpAaeTCs CoesaTh, YTO OBLIO y2Ke CJIMIIKOM II03[HO. DTO LEeJINKOM MOSI BUHA,
Kuuprc, u MHe HaBepHsIKA IPUAETCS OOPOT0 OTBETUTH IIepel 60raMu 3a TO, YTO He
IpefoTBPaTUI 3TO. A C OPYTrOX CTOPOHEL — BCE CIIyYMJIOCH Tak, KaK ClIy4dunock. U Torma Mo
BHIOOP OBLT OYEHH MIPOCT: CKa3aTh MaJIbYHUIITKE IIPaBAy, KOTOpasi YHUYTOXKUIa ObI eT0 — UJIN
II03BOJIUTH €My BEPUTH, OYIOTO BCE CIIyYHUBIIEECS MOUX PYK Aeno. [loBeps, 1 cMaogyIHuyall,
KOT[Ia B3sJI BUHY Ha ce0s1. DT0 OhIJIO KyHa MPoIle, YeM CKa3aTh JAeCATUIIeTHEMY MallaHy, 4To
OH yrpo6ui HeOOKUTEJIEN U OTOPBAJI TOJIOBY COOCTBEHHOMY OTITY.

Kuupuc criotHysa, yBepeHHO BHICBOOOOUIIACh U3 €r'0 PYK U OTOIIIa Ha paccTossHue. XoTena
OHa TOTO U/ HEeT, IOMHUJIA JI IIPOIIJIoe BCETO JIUIIb OTPLIBKAMU, HO [[9¥H 3aC/TyKUBaJ 3HATH
npaBny. OH U Tak CIUIIKOM [OJIT0 HOCHUJ B cebe ee oTpaBy. Hocuinu oHu Bce.

— 9TO 4 cBeJla Pacnepa C YyMa, — CKa3aJia OHa TakK TBepao0, KakK MOTrJia. BbIJIep}KaTb ero



HEeMPOHUIIaeMBIN B3TJISAA OKa3aJl0Ch HACTOSIIUM HCIILITAHNEM: YTO UMIIEpaToOp AyMaeT O ee
OPU3HAHUY, PEIIUT JIM HaKa3aTh UJIM «CMHUJIOCTUBUTCS» U BHIIIBEIPHET 3a ITOpor? — Bpsn nmu g
CMOTy OO'BSICHUTH, KaK, IOTOMY YTO M CaMa TOJIKOM He TOHMMaAal0, HO BCE 3TO — OJAWH OOJIBIIION
o6MaH. YToOH YHUYTOXUTH TEOS OO0 TOT0, KaK ThI CO3MAlllh UMIIEPUI0, CIIOCOOHYIO CMECTUTh
MEeHPUTOB C UX NbemecTana. He OBIIO HUUET0, KpOMe OTHOM OeCKOHEUHOU JI2KK, MO
uMIepaTrop. A u ecTh 10XKb. HeT HUKaKUX Oyl BHYTPU MEHS, €CTh JIMIIb MHOXKECTBO OCKOJIKOB
MeHs1 caMoi. — Kuupuc ropsko yibeibHynack. — Bce OHM — MOPOXKAEHUSI MOel HEHAaBUCTHU U
71100BH, TpefaTeIbCTBA U HOAJIOCTH. BPsiT TM BO BCe¥ TBOEW MMIIEPUU €CTh CYII[EeCTBO OoJiee
OOCTOMHOM CaMOU MyYHUTENbHON CMEPTH, YeM 5, U MeHee JOCTOMHOe TBOEeU CUMIIaTUH.

— Kak 6ynTo MHe ecThb 1o 3TOro meno, Kuupuc, — crmokoiHo# orBeTun [atiH. Ecnu ucTuHa u
TIOTPsCJIa €eTro, TO OH HUYEM He BhIAasl CBOMX YyBCTB. OH CJIOBHO YCJIBIIIAJ TO, YTO HaBHBEIM-
IaBHO 3HaJl, XOThb BPSI[ JIM MOT 3HATh.

— Tebe He MOXKeT OBITH BCE PABHO.

— ITouemy?

— TloToMy 4TO 5 cOoesana To, YTO HEJb3sI MPOCTUTh.

— 3Haelb, I0YeMy s [I03BOIUII Tebe AyMaTh, YTO 3TO YHUYTOXKUI Hepymumeri AcriekT?

OHa mpoMoJTyaa, 3Hasl, YTO KaKou Ohl Hu ObIlla JoTrafKa, OHa BCe paBHO ommubeTrcs. C 9TUM
MYKYUHOM Tak OBIJIO Bcerga: OH OBLI ellle OOnbIIel 3aragKoi, YeM OHa caMa. 3aragkoi,
KOTOPYIO OHA BUfeJia HaCKBO3b ¥ KOTOPYIO He Moria Okl pa3rafgaTh Aaxe Oy[ab y Hee Bce BpeMs
MHpa.

— 4 xoten, 4TOOBI TH OCO3HAJIA, YTO ST HOCTYIUTh TOYHO TaK XkKe, IOTOMY YTO, MO€ poraToe
MIPOKISTEHE, T OBl HE 3aIyMBIBasiCh COBEPILMJII TO K€ caMOe, eCJIi OBl 3HaJI, YTO 3TO —
€OUHCTBEHHHIN CITOCO0 JOOUTHCS Y4ero-To OOMBIIEro AJI MOUX JTIofe. X04elllb IpaBay?
IToctynok Pacnepa 3acTaBuil MeHs 3aQyMaThCs BCe JIUS AeJial0 IIPaBUIbHO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
ecnu OB He ero... Balla 6e3yMHas BHIXOAKa, MBI ObI, BO3MOKHO, IO CHUX IIOP OBIIM BCETO JIUIIb
MapHOHETKaMU MEUPUTOB, KOTOPHIE MOTJIM YHUYTOKUTEL HAC B JTII000M MOMEHT OOHUM JIUIITh
meaYkoM manbieB. Kaxmbeiii pebeHok B HaTpe3e MedTan uX YHUYTOXKUTH, HO ITyTh OT MEYTHI
IO PeasIbHOCTH XBATUIIO CHUJI IPOUTH JIUIIL MOoeMy 6e3ymMHoMy 6paTy. C TBOEH JTM ITOMOIIIBIO
unu 6e3 — Temeph 9TO He UMeeT 3HadyeHus. CTpaHUIla B UCTOPUY UMIEPUHU yXKe HamucaHa, u
IJI IOTOMKOB UMEHHO 51 OyAy TeM, KTO YHUYTOXKHUJI IIOCTIEIHUX KUBHIX AeTed 6oros. Ha
ocTanbHOE MHE, CTPOT0 I'OBOPS, IIJIEBATh.

Kuuprc Ka3anock, 4YTO KaXKIOBIM CBOMM CJIOBOM MMIIEPATOP OTJIaMbIBAJI OOJIBIIION KYCOK ee
BHEIIHEH 000JI0YKM, CPBHIBAJI IIOKPOBHI, KOTOPHIE OHA HOCHIIA, CII0BHO OpoHio. OHa Onlia
KYKOJIKOH ypoOIuBoi 6a604YKM, KOTOPOM OH IOMOTAJl IIePEPOAUTHCS BO YTO-TO TAKOe, YTO
MeUpUTHHA caMa [0 KOHIIa He TTOHUMaJla.

— Tol He 3nUITbCA Ha MeHs1? He mpuKaXkemrs OTBECTH MeHS Ha miaxy? He o6enunis cBoe
uMsa? — Bompocsl, KakuMu Obl 6€CCMEBICTIEHHEIMU OHU HU Ka3aJIUCh Telleph, ChIaINuCh U3 Hee
BMECTE C TIOTOKOM PBYIIEHNCS U3-TIOJ KOHTPOJISI TEYPTHUH.

— Her, HeT u HET Ha KaXKObIi TBOM BOMPOC. ThHI CITUIIKOM I'JTyGOKO BO MHE, MO€ pOoraToe
TPOKISITHE, YTOOHI JazKe IMOMBICIUTh O MTOOOOHBIX TIYIIOCTSIX. MHe BCe PaBHO, YTO THI
HaTBOpUJIa B IIPOIIJIOM, BCE PABHO, CKOJIBKUX JIIOfEN Thl yOMUIa U KaKUMU OBIIM TBOU MOTUBHI.
910 O6BUIO B mpounioH ku3Hu. [o Tebsi. 1o Hac. TeGe He HY’)KHO MOe IIPOIIEeHUE WU
Hakasauwue, [IpocTtu cebst caMa — ¥ UOU HajbIlle BMECTE CO MHOM, Jaxke eCcJIu Hallla Iopora
3aKaHUYVBaETCS 3a CJIeQyIOIINUM IIOBOPOTOM. — [I31H moMaHuI ee U KUMpHC ITOCIYIIHO
npubIu3uIack. — BO3MOXKHO, MOCIENHASI MEeHPUTHHA, OBITH CO MHOM M €CTh TBO€ HauXymllee
HaKa3aHHe.

BMecTo TOTO, YTOOBI YTO-TO OTBETUTH, OHA 00XBATHU/IA €TO PYyKaMU TaK KPEMKO, KaK TOJIBKO
Mora. [IpeBHsIsT Teyprus MyJIbCUPOBajia B BUCKAX, CTy4Yajia TPEBOXKHLIM HabaToM,
nogOpachiBasi BCe HOBBIE M HOBEIE 00pa3kl OYOyIIEero, KOTOPoe yKe CTOSIJIO Ha ITOPOore UX C
[oiiHOM OOHOM Ha ABOUX XKU3HU. Tereph OHU CBSI3aHBI Y€M-TO OOJIBIITUM, YeM MECTh — OHH
CBSI3aHBI TPEXaMU APYT Opyra.

«4l He TTO3BOIIO €My UCUE3HYTb».



OHa efBa ¥ ITOHUMAJIa, YTO OeJjlaeT, KOoTrha IIOTSHYIACch K CBOEMY €IUHCTBEHHOMY MYKYHNHE
He Ty6aMu, HO CBOel PacKoJoTol mymioi. OHa Tak OCTPO HyXK[allach B HEM, UTO BCe ITPOYUE
MBIC/IA OTCTYIIWUIU 3a 3a0HUM njaH. [lake eCclIy 3aBTpa MUP PYXHET U BCe OHU IIPEBPATATCS B
HHUYTO — CEeTOOHS OHa OyHmeT IIpHUHAaIeXaTh eMy BCcs 6e3 ocTaTKa.

— 4 Bcepbes cobupascs nporsaTth Tebs1, — BHIIOXHYT [I30H, HO He COIIPOTUBIISIICS, KOTa
Kuuprc onpokuHyia ero Ha KpoBaTh. JIafjoHU UMIIepaTopa CKOIb3HYIU BBEPX IO ee
6empaM. — U mo cux mop He yBEPEH, YTO pa3myMall.

— HHorpa maxke umIiepaTopaM HYZKHO IO3BOJISITH KOMY-TO OfepzKaTh Haj coboi mobenmy, —
npsiMo eMy B r'yOrl BeimoxHyna Kumpuc. OH cobuparcs mouenoBaTs ee, HO Kuupuc
OTCTpPaHUJIaCh, 3azKajia ero BOJIOCH B KyJlaKe, OTTITUBas TON0BY Ha3af. — CeromHs,
UMIIEpPATOp, T OymeIrb MOM Bechk 6e3 ocTaTKa.

OH c MUHYTY IPUCTAJIPHO U3ydYall ee JINI0, Kak OyaTo co0pasicsa BEICMOTPETh TaM IPUYMHEL
CTOJIb PE3KOI CMEHHI HaCTPOEHMS, U MeHPUTHHA He IIPEeNsTCTBOBaia 3ToMy. [IyCTb CMOTPHT,
IIyCTh XOPOIIEHBKO 3aIIOMUHAET €€, IIOTOMY YTO TEIepPh OHU MPUKOBAHEI APYT K APYTY, OyOyT
BMeCTe 00 camoro KoHa. Y oco3nanue Hen306eKHOCTU I'PALYIIET0, CIIOBHO OCTPHIM HOXK,
TIOJIOCHYJIO TI0 OTOJIEHHEIM HEPBAM.

— Moe poraToe IpOKJISATHE, — IIPOIIeITal UMIIepaTop, U, Ka3ajoch, HaclaXxaacs TeM, 9TO
Ha 3TOT pa3 MHUIIMaTUBa B ee pyKax. OH CHSJI KOPOHY M C BeTn4alilel 0CTOPOXKHOCThHIO
BO3JIOKWUJI €€ Ha I'0JIOBY MEUPUTHHE, a 3aTEM BJIIaCTHO CTSAHYJ pPyKaBa TYHUKU C IIjied
Kuupuc. — Tel co3maHa ois Hee.

Eif Gb110 BCe paBHO, 3HAYMT JIX TO MPHU3HAHUE UITH ITPOCTO CJI0Ba MYXKUYHWHEI, KOTOPHIH — OHA
9TO 3HaJja C CaMOro Havajla — OOepPzKUM XKeJlaHHeM BllafieTh efo. Eif ObIJI0 BCe paBHO, maxe
ecnu OLI BeCh MUP 3a OKHAaMM 3aMKa IIPeBPaTHJICS B Mpax. 3[ech 1 celyac uMejo 3HaYeHue
JIUITH OMHO: OHa OyIUT JII0O0UTh cBoero I 3iiHa TakK CHJIbHO, KaK TOJIBKO CIIOCOOHA — U JaxKe
6ospIire Toro. OHa MOJapPUT €My YTO-TO OOJIblliee, YeM JII000Bb — camMy ce0si. Begb TOIBKO Tak
CMOXKEeT, HaKOHell, 0CBOOOIUTHLCS U3 3aTOYEHHS, B KOTOPOM OKa3ajiach 0 COOCTBEHHOII BOJIE.

HWMnepaTop MATKO OYEPTUII ITANbIlaMK OPEOJIBl €€ COCKOB, HacllaXKaasch TeM, Kak
CTPEMUTEJIFHO €€ TEeJI0O OTPEearupoBa’sio fake Ha TaKylo He3HAaYUTEeIbHYIO JTacKy. Kunpuc
BBITSIHYJIachb Ha HeM, CJIOBHO CTPYyHa, U 4TOOH He yIacTh, yIepsach JIafOHbIO B €r0o KOJIEHO,
BTOPOM PYKOM IPOIOJIKAs YAEPKUBATL €TI0 3a BOJIOCH, XOTh TEIEPH yKe U He TaK HAaCTOWYMBO.

— MHe HpPaBUTCS BUIETH, KaK UAEAIBLHO ThHl MHE ITOAXOOUIIL, — ITPOIIEITAal OH, @ 3aTEM
OCTOPOIKHO MOTSHYJ r'y0aMu Bo30yKIEHHBIU TBEPOLIN COCOK. [IpuKycui, BEIKUBas U3 Hee
CTOH 60JIM, HO JIUIITB IJIST TOT'0, YTOOHI B CIeAyIOlllee MIHOBEHUE CIIN3aTh 3Ty OOJIb SI3BIKOM. —
ThI CBOOUIITE MEHS C YMa, MEHPUTHHA.

OHa x0TeJia OBIJI0 OTBETUTH, YTO 3TO JKE YTBEPXKIAEHUE CIPABEIJIUBO U [JIT HEE TOXKE, H HOBAs
TIOPIIMS JIaCKYU BhIPBAJia U3 I'OJIOBH BCe MBICTIYU Pa30M. BT JTUINL OH ¥ OHA, ABa U3PaHEeHHBIX
IeMOHaMM COOCTBEHHOIO IIPOILIOTO Tejla, KOTOPEle cOOUpanuch HalTu 001er4eHue B
o6nmaganuu Opyr opyroM. Bonpeku cynpbe m 3mpaBOMy CMBICITY CHOBA M CHOBA IIBITATHCS HAUTH
XOTsT OBI KPYIIUITY HaJleKIObl COXPAHUTHCS B TJIa3aX CBOET0 OTPaXKeHUsI.

Kuupuc morpeboBajioch OOHO ABUKEHUE, YTOOH CITYCTUTLCS HUXKe Mo ero 6empam. He
OTpHIBAS B3TJIsAOa OT nulia [[9iiHa, OHa Mmociabuiia 3aBsi3KKU Ha ero ITaHaxX. MMmepaTop
npunonHsn 6eapa, moMorasi ce6st pa3meTb. TOYHO Tak Ke, Kak U OHa, [[9iiH He cobuparncs
JKIOaTh JOJITOU IPEJTIOauHN.

OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO OH CTapasics He ObITh TPyOBIM, HO €T0 TOJIOM, HEHACHITHOCTD U JKeJlaHue
o6stamaTh e1o 6e3 OCTaTKa PBAJIMCh HAPYXKY C KaXXIOHIM HeTepIeINBLIM OBuXKeHueM. Kuupuc
HPaBUJIOCH OLIYIIATh, KaK ero TpeOoBaTeIbHLIE ITAIbILI C CUJION BXXKUMAIOTCS B €€ TEJIO,
BBIHY2KAs MOMHSITHCS BHIIIIE, 3aHSITH CBOE MECTO V HETO Ha Oedpax.

— Kuupuc, pagu boros... — OH criepBa XpUIIJIO paCcCMessiCs, IIOTOM 3aCTOHaIl.

DTOT BEJIMKOJIEITHEIN CUIBHEIN MYy>K4YMHA HYKAaJiCd B Hel B 3Ty MUHYTY TakK XKe CHUJIbHO, KaK
OHa HyXK[Oajachb B HEM C MOMEHTa, KaK BIlepBhie yBuAesa. OHa XoTesa Apa3HUTh ero co0oi
GeCKOHEYHO HOJIT0, HO TEJIO PBAJIOCh K HEMY, TSIHYJIOChH KaXKI0M CBOEM KIIETOYKOM.
PacTBOpUTHCS B HEM 0e3 0CTaTKa — CIIMIIKOM IIPOCTO U CIIHUIIKOM 051eKo. OH JOIXKeH
IpUHaMAIeXkaTh el Bech 06e3 ocTaTKa, YTOOH OHa MPOHUKJIA B HET'0 BCEM CBOeM ayInoi. TombKo



TakK BCE BO3MOXKHO OyIeT BEPHYThb BCHATH. JIUITb OTHAB €My YaCTUUKYy CBOEH KU3HU OHA
CMOKET BePHYTh CBoero [I3iiHa, rae OBl OH HU OBII.

Kuupuc MSITKO OMyCTHUIIACh Ha €0 YIeH, HaclaxKaasiCh TeM, KaK OH IMPUKYCHIBAET HUKHIOO
Ty0y, coepKuBas PBYIIHECS HapyKy CTOHBL. He OBIJI0O HUYEro HeOOBIYHOTO UM 9K30TUYECKOTO
B TOM, KaK OHU COEIMHSIINCh, HO UMEHHO ceiiyac Kuupuc 3Hama — OHU OBUIM KaK HUKOTAa
6mu3ku. OOHaXKEeHH! IPYT Iepel APYTroM.

— Moe npekpacHoOe IPOKJIAThE... — [[91H Pe3KO0 TOJIKHYJICS B Hee, BHIyKUBAS U3 IPyAU
Kunpuc gonrus Bcxnun. — OTmaicss MHe BCsI, IbsiBOJI TeOst 3amepu!

OH Tak pe3Ko cej, YTo Kuupuc cHOBa OXHYyJIa: MPOHUKHOBEHHE CTAI0 TaKUM OECKOHEUHO
IJIOTHBIM, YTO Tellephb yXKe OHa Oblyla 3a/I0XKHUIIeH, a He moBogbipeM. OHa BBIIOXHYIIA, KOTHa
[o¥iH mpunonHsy ee 3a 6epa — U CHOBA PE3KO OIYCTU Ha cebsi, CHOBA IOKA3bIBasi, YTO
MOZKeT OBITH ellle TITy0xKe.

— 51 TBOSI, — BHIDOXHYJIa OHA, HAMATHIBAsI €ro BOJIOCH Ha KyJIaK U OTTSTHBAas TOJIOBY Ha3af,
yTOOBI IIOIeJI0BATh B KOHYMK IIETUHUCTOTO II0a00POIKa.

— Mos Kuupuc pemmia CHTpaTh TIaBHYIO MapTUIO? — IOOLITPaJl KMIIePaTop.

— 9 — numb oTpaxkenue 1ebs, [3iiH. — OHa C HaclaXKAeHUeM BTSHYJa I'y0aMu ero
IIPEPHIBUCTOE ABIXaHWeE, KOTa OH CHOBA ITPOHUK B HEe Ha BCIO IJIyOUHY.

Mup, HakOHell, faj TPeLuHY.

Bce peasibHOE, TPA3HOE€ U 'PEXOBHOE CTPEMUTEIJILHO ITOKPHEITIOCH HaYTHHOfI MHO2KEeCTBO
PacCKOJIOB. Mur 3a MHUTroM, C KaXObIM HOBBIM CTOHOM UM BCXJIUIIOM, TPEenHBEI CTAHOBUJINCEH BCE
6OHBH.IG, PacCTeKaJlluCh I10 MYTHOﬁ PeaJIbHOCTH, CJIOBHO IIayTHHA.

— JIo1H...

Ona 3aAsixanacek 0e3 ero morenyes, XXaqHo BIUIaCh B UCKyCaHHEIE T'YObI, 3Hast — TaK OOJIbIIe
He OymeT. ITOT MUP CIIUIIKOM CIIPABE[IJINB U UOealieH, YTOOL B HEM OBIJTO MECTO [JIs TaKOH,
Kak oHa. U mocnenHee, 4TO ellle MOXKHO IIOITPO00BaTh IIONIYYUTh, IPeXae, 4YeM CTaTh
BocrioMuHaHueM — [IaiiH. OH — ee TUYHOe IIpolieHne. M To, YTO OHU OeNaloT B 3Ty MUHYTY —
HCKYILIeHHE.

Ux gBuxkeHms ctanu 0omee pe3KuMH, rpyOrIMu, 6€CKOHTPOIBHEIMH. [IIermoT moTepsiyt BCAKUM
CMBICJI, 3BYKM CTPaCTU PACTBOPSIINCE B ITOLENysAX. BeCch MPOKIIATHIN MUD IlIepecTall
CyIIeCTBOBAaTh, IOTOMY 4TO 3[IeCh U cefdac OHU CO3[aJI CBOIO PeajbHOCTh, & KOTOPOH
CETOIHSAIIHSAS HOYb OyIeT BeYHOCTHIO.

— ITocmoTpu Ha MeHs1, Kuupuc, — npukasain [I51iH, Kora OHa IIOYTH COpBaiach B IIPOIAaCTh.

OKa3zayoch HEBEPOSITHO CII0XKHO CHOKYCHUPOBATh HAa HEM BHMMAaHUE, IIPU 3TOM OalaHCHUPYS Ha
TPaAHU C CAMBIM CJIAAKHUM, B CaMbIM OOJIE3HEHHBLIM [OBOJILCTBUEM B XKHU3HU. ['71a3a [I9fHa cTalu
TOTO caMoT0 6e3yIpevHO0-Ceporo 1BeTa, KakuM OrlBaeT He60 B caMyio 6e3yMHyI0 Tpo3y. 1
celyac oHa BUeJIa eT0 HaCKBO3b: CUIIbHOT'0, CMEJIOTO 6€30 BCIKUX OrOBOPOK, HEMHOI'O
06e3yMHOT0 1 0OHAXKEHHOTO KaKA0! CBOElH 3MOIMeH TOJIBKO AJIs Hee OTHOM.

— 4 mro6mio TebsI, Moe ITPeKpacHoe MPOKISITHE, — BBEIMOXHYII OH BMECTE C ITOCIeTHUM
OBUXKEHHEM, CJIOBHO XOTeJI 3ale4YaT/IeTh 9TH CJI0Ba C HAMBHICIIMM ITHKOM WX eOUHEHHs. — Tak
CHUJILHO, UTO MHE BIIEPBEIE B JKHU3HU CTPAIIIHO.

B oTBeT Kuupuc npocto o6Hsma ero. K 4eMy moBTOPSATE TO, UTO OH Y3HAJI 3aJl0JIT0 [0 ee
COOCTBEHHOTO TIPU3HAHUSA?

— IMooGerIait MHE, YTO HOKAEIILCS MEHsI, — IMoTpeboBar [I91H 4yTh M03Ke, KOTa CXJIBIHYIa
TepBasi BOJIHA YIOOBOJIBCTBUS U OHHM MOTUXOHBKY CIIPABMSI/INCDH C ABIXaHUEM.

— KoneuHo, — oTBeTua oHa. — ¢ Bcerma Oymy ¢ TOOOM, MO UMIIEPATOP.

«Jlake B COTHSIX OPYTUX KU3HEH...»



I''maBa ogBagmarTh nsitasi

— IIpuBe3u ero gomoi, PyHH.

Cyns mo BeIpazkeHuIo nuila HaciegHuKa TeHU, oHa Oblja IMOCJIeqHEHN, KOTO OH AyMaJl YBUIOETH
3a HECKOJIPKO MUHYT OO OThe3da. Kuupuc mpuIiock mocTapaThcs, YTOOH ITOMMATh €ro TaM,
T7ie pa3roBOp He MOTIY IOTPEBOXKUTE CIIyYalHbIe CBUETEITH.

— Ecnu T myMaelns, 4TO S TPYC/IUBO COery C mojis 605, TO Halljla He JIYYIUH CII0co0
BBICKA3aTh MHE CTOJI HEBEHICOKOE MHEHUE, — OTMaxHYJICS OT ee mpockOrl PynH. [[ITHypoBKa Ha
3alsICThIX IIepYaToOK BOJIHOBANA ero Kyna 0oiblile, 4eM ee IIpenocrepexenue. — 1 He cbery,
nTamka. f, BUOUIIG 1M, 3acpaHel 1 I'yisKa, HO He TPYyC.

Ecnu 661 Kunpuc He 6blJ1a TaK U3MOTaHa MUHYBIIIEH OECCOHHOM HOYBIO ¥ IPUTOTOBIEHUSIMHU,
TO 00s13aTeNIbHO OHI 3afiaza 3TOMy OONTYHY TPemlKy. bimaro ee Temepernrsee nojoxeHne
IIO3BOJISIIIO COBEPIIIaTh HEKOTOPHIE BOJIBHOCTY 6€3 cTpaxa JIMIIUTLCSA XKU3HU. Kpome Tex
CJIy4aeB, KOT{la 3TH BOJILHOCTHM MOTJIM KacaThCsl MMIIepaTopa Ju4YHo. HecMOTps Ha mpu3HaHUE
[stina, Kumpuc He O3BOJIMJIa HU Ha CEKyHAOY 3a0BITh, YTO UMEET [EJIO HE C B3TOPHEIM
MaJbYHUIIKOM, a C YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIN OPOCHUI B 3aCTEHKHM MOHACTHIPSI COOCTBEHHYIO MaTh.
ITy «MUKAHTHYIO TOOPOOHOCTH>» OHA Y3Hasa TOIBKO YTPOM, CIIy4aiHO MOOCITyIIaB Pa3rOBOP
pabuiab Ha KyxHe. K yecTu cBoed, [I3¥H U 3meCh OCTAJICSA BepeH cebe: He CcTasl mIpeBpalaTh
CCBHIJIKY B TIOKa3yXxy. [/ BCeX KOpPOojeBa-MaTh OTIIPABUIACH IIOMPABIIATh 30OPOBLE KyHa-TO B
TeIUTkle 3eMTu uMmepun. [1oxoxke, TO, UYTO ee UCTUHHOE MECTOHAaXO0XKAeHue Pa3bosiTan ToxXe
PyHH. MHaYe OTKyOa MPOCTHIM CITyKKaM Pa3HIOXaTh O TOM, YTO 3HAJIM JIUIITb HACJIEHUKH ?

— TBI MOXKeITb BHICIYIIIAaTh MEHsI 0e3 KPUBJsSHUM, PYHH? — cTapasich AepkaTh B pyKax
PBYIIYIOCS HapyXKy 3710CTh, Tonpocuiia Kuupuc. BpeMs 1110 Ha 9achel: TEyprust pBajach
HapyXKy BMeCTe C TOi ee 6€3YMHOM 4aCThIO, KOTOpas Temepb CIUIACh BOGOUHO C IIPOYUMU
Unoctacsmu, u Kuupuc 3Hana — eC/Iu YIIyCTUTh BPEMSsI, € HUKOT[a y2Ke He CIIPaBUTHCS C
9TOH OecTuew.

— IMTocnymaTts u...? — PyHH BOIPOCUTEIIFHO BCKUHYJI CBETITYyI0 OPOBb, CKPECTHUJI PYKH Ha
Tpydy, pa3riasanbBas co0ecemHUIly TakK, CIOBHO y Kumpuc oTpocia BTopas mapa poros.

— ... M cOejylaTh B TOYHO TakK, Kak s CKaxy.
— He 3apmaBast Bompocos, caMo co0oii.
— HMmeHHO.

— ITouemy s He youneH. Ciyiail, nTamka, — HacjlegHUK TeHU CKJIOHUJICA K ee JIUIY,
OCKasnuJjcs B yIeIOKe masiia. — MHe IIJIeBaTh Ha TO, KaK BEICOKO THI CEMYacC JIeTaelllb.
IToHuMaro, YTO Hae3HUIIA UMIIEPATOPCKOTO YjeHa MOXKET IIJIeBaTh Ha MOPSIOKUA C BBICOKOM
KOJIOKOJILHY, ¥ BEPTETh Ha OOHOM MEeCTe BCEX U BCS, HO BOT TaK YK PacHoOpsauIach cyoboa,
YTO Ha MEHS 3TO AephMO He HmelicTByeT. CKopee yXK pa3fgpaxkaeT. CKaxkeM Tak: TH CTaja
OEeBOYKOH [Jid TpaxXa Ha Iapy CIeOyIoUIUX MecsleB. [1o ouepeaHol BOT TaKOU 9K30THYECKOU
Kuupuc-mmunpuc.

KoHeuHO ke, B HeM TOBOPUJIA JIUIIE YVIlleMIeHHas TOPOOCTb U camMoIo0ue: BIepBhie y [I3tiHa
ObUIa JXEHIIWHA, KOTOpas yCTosJIa Iepes Be3[ecyIInMy YapaMu ero cpegHero 6para. U o
3710 HacMellkKe CynbObl UMEHHO 9Ty JKeHIIUHY OH TaK OTYasHHO XKeJjlajl 3anonyunTtsb. Kuupnc
He HYXKHO OBIJIO yragbIBaTh: BCE 3TO SICHO YeCTBOBAJIOCh B KaXKOM B3TJIsifie PyHHa, KOTOpPHIE
IIpeciieloBaiu ee MOBCeMeCTHO. M ecyim GBI OHa Tak OCTPO He HY’K[Oajach B €ro IIOMOIIH, TO
HeIpeMeHHO BhICKa3asa OBl 110 9TOMY OBOAY IMapOdYKy OCTPHIX 3aMedaHuil, YTOOH XOTs ObI Ha
KaKOe-TO BpeMs MPUCTPYHUTH €T0 IJIMHHBIN A3bIK. HO TO, 4TO 0OHa cobupanachk COBEPIIUTS,
HUKaK He MOTJIo 000UTHCh 0e3 yyacTusa PyHHa. Be3 ydyacTus ux Bcex. U pagu KoHeUHOU 1enu
Kuupuc Ob1 TOTOBA MTOWTH Ha ropa3fo Ooblliee, YeM MOTYAJIMBLEIM TJIOTOK OYEPEIHON MOPIUU
He3aCJIyKeHHBIX 0CKOpOyieHuii. [1neBaTh. B KOHIle KOHII0B, OCTAI0Ch COBCEM HEMHOTO.

— MHe IPOCTO HYXKHAa TBOS yCiyra, PyHH, — mmoBTOpuiIa oHAa. — Ecnu Te6e XOTh HEMHOTO He
Oe3pa3nuyHa cygpba UMIIEPUH.

— Bort TONBKO He HY2KHO 3TOI'O AepbMa, IITalllKa. Mse He 6e3pa3HI/I‘-IHO JIAIIBb TO, 4YTO
HaAXOOUTCsA B KPYT'Y MOUX MHTEPECOB. Ter TeIllepPhb Ha €ro OKpanHe.



— Peur He 060 MHe. — Boru, mouyemMy My>K4YMHEI OBIBAIOT TAKUMHU YIPSIMEIMY, KaK TOJIBKO PEYb
3axoauT 00 uX ysI3BIeHHOU ropmoctu? — Iloxkanyiicta, PyraH. O6elai, 4To 9TO MOCeqHEE, O
4eM 51 TeOs mpomry.

Ona OymeT MonuTh, ecnu moTpebyeTcsi. Ho mydre 61 3TOT 0cesl HacKped XOTh HEMHOTO
TepIIeHHs OO0 TOTO, KaK IjlamaTai mpoTpyouT oThe3n. M mo Toro, Kak uxX 3aCTYKaloT OOCYyXKHUe
CIIJIETHUKU.

— CuIIbHO COMHEBAIOCH, TITAIIKA, HO s, IOXKAaIyH, 3alIOMHIO, YTO TH OyAeIsb JOoI2KHa MHe
OTBETHYIO yciyry. Tak 0 KakOM BO3palleHUH UAET PeUb?

— IIpuBe3u [I3iiHa B 3aMOK.

— IyMmaerb, OH HaIbeTCS HA PAOOCTAX OT MOOEOH U HE CMOXKET CUAETh Ha joiragu? 1 Ob1 HU
3a 4TO He IIPOIYCTHUJI TAKOe-TO 3pesuille, HO UMIIepaTopcKas 3afHulla He JTI0OUT OTOaBaThCsA
xMenio. TOIbKO BOWHE U KPOBHU.

— HpOCTO... IIpuBE3U €ro. OTO TOJIBKO THI CMOZKEIIb COEeNaTh.

— 4 Bce elne HU ABSIBOJIA HE TIOHWUMAIO U3 TOTO, YTO Thl TOBOPHIIB, HO CYUTAM, YTO y TeOs eCThb
Moe «pma». Jlake y rOJIODHBIX CYK Ha IICapHe HET CTOJIBKO MOJIBOEI BO B3rjsame. — OH 4yTh
IIOMe[JINuJ, a II0OTOM, IIPOTHAaB YNIBIOKY C JIMIla, XMYpPO cKa3all: — Ecnu TH onacaemscs 3a
KUW3HBb 9TOT'0 3aCPaHIlA, TO 3Ps. f He MEPBHIN pa3 CTOIO C HUM IIJIEYOM K IIJievy, ¥, IOBEPh MHE,
HEeT TaKO¥ CTPEeJIbl WIK MeYa, UJIM TOIopa, KoTopele Ovl oTIpaBunu ero K Koctnasoii. He 3Haro,
MTPOKJISITHL MBI BCE UJIH HET, HO J[I91H TOYHO 3aTOBOPEHHBIN.

Kuuprc MHO2KeCTBO pa3 CIIBIIIAia CIIJIETHU O TOM, YTO MMIIePaTOop BHIKUBAJI IIOCJIEe TAKUX PaH,
4TO cBamuiIu OBl C HOT M BeIMKaHa. B HEKOTOPOM CTENIEHH, U Ha Pa3roBOPax O €ro MPOKISTUH
u 6eCCMepTHH 3UKAUIIOCH OecCcTpallrie H3TPe3CKUuX BoMHOB. OH OBUI IpaB, KOrga TOBOPHUJI, YTO
IIPOCTHI COJITaTaM HyKHO 4TO-TO OOJbIllee, YeM Xpabphiii YeIoBeK: UM ObLI Hy2KeH 60T

MelipuTHHA CrJIOTHYJIa HabexaBIIue ciae3bl. byab 0HO BCe MPOKJISITO TPUXKALI ¥ HaBEKH !
O6pa3 ymuparoiero [IsiHa co CIUIIIIIUMUICS OT KPOBHM BOJIOCAMH M KPOBaBOM pOCe Ha CBETIIHIX
pecHHUIIaX BOH3UJICS B cepplle Tak He BoBpeMsi! Eciu oHa cpoYyHO He BO3bMET cebs B PYKH, TO
maxke OecmrabarHe PyHH MOXKeET 3alI0q03pUTh HeJIaJHoe.

— TwI ero OpaT, — CKa3ajla OHa TaK TBEPHO, KaK Morjia. MoXeT XOTh TeIeph M0 3TOTO
OJIUHHOYXOTO yIIPsSMIla JOUNET UCTUHHBIM CMBICIT UX KPOBHOM CBSI3U. — THI OJI?KEH OBITH €T0
OIIOPO¥ Ha Cjiy4dai, eclii UMIepaTop... yuajaeT.

— BoT memMoHOBa 3a[HUIIA, 3BYYUT IIOYTH KaK IIPOPOUECTBO MeHs Ha TPoH. — OH CHOBa
CcKaOpe3Ho pal3ynsibajics, TOTOM HeB3Hauail moTpemnan Kuupuc mo romnose. — JIagHo, TITAIlKa,
pa3 yX THI TYT YyTh He CIIe3Hl JIbeIllb, TO MpuaeTcs Tebe ycTynutb. CunTai, 4To 3a To6OMH
OOJILIION JOT.

OHa JIUIIIh MOJTUa S9HEePTUYHO 3aKuBaja. BosbInoi qoar. O4eHb-04eHb OOJILIION.

— Kcrartu, 1o He Bupena Pacnepa? — HU ¢ Toro, Hu ¢ cero cupocun PysH, korga Kuupuc yxe
BHIHBEIPHYJIa M3 YKPOMHOTO yTO/IKa B TEHU CTPOMHOTO psAda KOJIOHH. — Y3Ke KOTOphbie CyTKH €ro
He BUXKY. YBEpeHa, 4YTO OH OT rops He ... Toro? — HacnegHUK TeHU 3aTSAHYJI Ha IIee
IPU3PAYHYI0 yOaBKy. — KaxeTcs, 9TOT ncux B TeOs1 BTpecKaJicsd He Ha LIYTKY.

Kuupuc morna 66 MHOTO CKa3aTh O TOM, YTO BCe OHU IIPUHUMAIIY 3a JII0O0BL JIUIIb
OTpakeHHYIO B ee I'Jla3aX COOCTBEHHYIO MeUTYy O JII00BM, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 JIUIIb IIepefiepHyia
njedyaMu: MOJI, OTKy[a MHe 3HaTh?

Ha 3TOM pa3roBOpH 3aKOHYMUIUCH. MeUpUTHHA IOCKOPEee BepPHyJIach B KOMHATY, OTKy/a
HabJIomasa 3a TeM, KakK BEpPEHHUIa BCAHUKOB BO T'JIaBE C UMIIEPATOPOM M PyHHOM, TOKUIAET
BHYTPEHHUM OBOpP. HUYero moMmne3Horo, HW4ero rpoOMKOI0: IPOCTO OBE COTHU JIIOOen
TMOKWHYTH 3aMOK TYMaHOB Ha paccBeTe. FX He IPOBOKaIX PHIAAIONINE KEeHIIUHBI U COTLITUBLIE
OeTH, He XKeJlald yaadu OBOPsHE, a CJIYKKK He OPOIIaik CIedsl JIoIanel JOporuM BUHOM Ha
ymauy. IIpoCcTO My>KYMHEI eXajii BOEBaTh 3a TO, YTO UM IOPOTO: 3a 6€3MSITEeKHEIH COH CBOUX
JKEeH U OeTeu.

Kuupuc He Hanwia B ce6e cui mpocTuThes ¢ HaitHoM. IIpocTo He cMoria. ITocnie Toro, Kak OHU
HACBITHJIUCDH OPYT OPYTOM HOYBIO, UMIIEPATOpP yCHY . OHa pasTisiabiBaia ero 6e3MsaTeRHoe



JIUIIO, 3aCTaBIISAIsI IaMsTh BOOpaTh B ce0s KaKAyI0 MOPIIMHKY BOKPYT T'JIa3, KaXkOyio
CIIy4arHYIO MONyyJIEIOKY CKBO3b COH M CTYK Cepjla. A MOTOM IIOTUXOHBKY BHICKOJIB3HYJIA U3
TIOCTEJN U TPyCIuBO cbexkasa K cebe B KomMHarTy. [IpomaTtscs cui He 66110. To HEMHOTO0€E. UTO
ellle YOEPXUBAJIO ee Ha I'paHu 0e3yMusi, MOHagOOUTHCS [JIsI CAaMOI'0 IIOCJIEOHEr0 U CaMoTo
0e3yIpevyHOro TEyPrudeckKoro MaCTePCTBA.

— ¥ MmeHs Bce roToBo, KpoBs 60r0B. — BecliBeTHEIHM rojioc Pacnepa BEIlyoqun ee u3
MeJIaHXOJINH.

Kuupuc gaxxe He CMOTJIa YOIUBUTHCSI €T0 BHE3AIITHOMY ITOSIBI€HHUIO B KOMHATE, OTKYIa, KaK OHa
mymajia, OB JIMIIb OOWH BXOJ M BHIXOM. Paciep CcTonbKO jieT Oi1yzKaasi 10 3aMKy B IIOTOHE 3a
mpu3paKaMyu CBOEro 3a0BITOr0 MPOIIIOTO, YTO HaBEPHSIKA JIyYIlle BCeX 3HAJI KaXK/IbIM BXOM U
BBIXOI, KaKAbIM 3aKOYJIOK U KaKObIM ITOTalHOU XO.

Ona xXoTeJjla CKa3aTh eMy — HAallOMHUTb — YTO YV HUX He GyAeT BTOPOTO IIaHCa, HO OJHOTO
B3r/IsOa Ha OeciiBeTHoe nuilo Hacimeguuka KOCTe# OBINIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOGH! ITIOHATH — OH
OCO3HaeT BeCh PUCK Ky/a 0ObIlle Hee CaMOH.

— Torpma maBait co6epem OckomoK, Pacrnep, u mycts 60TH KaTSITCS B 3aJHUILY.

Ee HapouuTHIil a3apT cresan cBoe Heno: o nuily HaciegHuka KocTel CKOJIb3HYIa TeHb
ynei6ku. Kuuprc BOpyT ¢ OTYETINBOM SICHOCTHIO BCIIOMHMIJIA CJIOBa OTHa: «[laxe caMble
CTpAIIIHBIE BEIIU MPOIlle BTOPUTH C YIIEIOKOM». BT yXK Mo ucTHHE: 663 U3PSOHON J0Iu
6e3yMHOT0 3aZl0pa UM JIy4llle ¥ He HAaYWHAaTh, IOTOMY YTO IIeHa 3a IIPoBaJjl OYOeT CTOUTh
CIIMIIKOM MHOTUX XKU3HEH.

— 91 He Mory Tebsa notepsaTs, Kposs 60roB, — mpoienTasn HaciemgHUK KocTel, Korga Kuupuc
TIopaBHSAJIaCh C HUM M B3sijIa 3a PYKy. — MEI He MOXKeM.

— 4 Bcerpa 6nia ¢ To6o#, Pacnep. — OHa mpuzKasia BTOPYIO JIaJIOHb K TPYAN HACJIEQHUKA,
3aMepia, ciymasi, 0ynTo My3BIKY, YacThle TIyXHue yoapel ero cepaua. — 4 u tak B Tebe.

B oTBeT Ha 9TO OH HMOAHSN UX PYKH CO CKPEIIEeHHEIMY MTajbliaMu: GUOJIETOBLIN TYMaH TeyPruu
SIPOCTHO PaCTeKaJICs II0 UX KoXKe, TITyDOKO U KEeCTKO BIIMBAJICS B IIJIOTh.

— Kuupwuc?
— Oa?

— OTIycTu MeHs, KOrfa BCe 3aKOHUYUTHCSI. OTIyCTHU... HACOBCEM. f O0bIille HE MOTY Tak
cTpamaTth. ITU ronoca. — Pacmep ¢ mIyMoM BBITOXHYJI Yepe3 CTUCHYTHIE 3yObl. — 51
CTaHOBJIIOCh Oe3yMHee C KaxKabiM yacoM. He mory 60sblile KOHTPOJIMPOBATD 3TO, M CHIBIIIATH
He MOTYy.

Ona noo6emana eMy OOHUHM B3T'JIAO0OM. XoTh 3Haja 3apaHee, 4TO 3Ty KJIATBY COep2KaTh He
CMOXKeT.

Pacnep cHOBa puBes ee B CBOI0 KOMHATY, IPUOTKPHUI, IOMOPIIUBIINCE, 3aBECY, 32 KOTOPOHU
CKPBIBAJIOCH ero nMu4dHoe yoexkuire. O BHUMaHUS Kumpuc He YKPEIIIOCH TO, KaK TSIXKEJIO eMy
IlaJIOCh OMHO IIPOCTO MMPUKOCHOBEHUE K Teypruu. Kak 6yOTo BCe TO, YTO PaHbIIe OBIIO eT0
CHUJION U OTIOPOM, B OOHO MTHOBEHUE CTaJI0 paCKaJleHHOM OTpaBoi. MelpuTUHA OoTrafblBajiacChb,
4TO BCe [eJIo B eTo oco3HaHuu cebsi. PaHbllle OH MIPUHUMAT CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTU KaK YTO-TO
OaHHOE CBHIIIE, 671aroCIOBeHNEe AABHO YIIEAITnX O0TOB, PEAKUN TaJlaHT, PAAOM C KOTOPBHIM
BBIJAOIIUICS Oap oTna PyHHa TYCKHEN M Tasijl, CJIOBHO CHET B I'DPA3HOM jryxke. ITocne Toro, kak
OHa pa3MeTajia ero C TaKUM TPY[OM BEICTPOEHHYIO 3alllUTy OT caMoro cebs, Pacmep, HakoHell,
TIOHSIJI, KEM U IJIs1 Yero OB Tak Iefpo «ofapeH» JapoM yOUBaTh OJHUM JIUIIb YCUIIMEM BOJIH.
o 6011 3HAKOMEBIE YYBCTBa, KOTOPHIE IIepekyuBaja U OHa caMa.

B xoMHaTe, I'Tie paHblile IJapujl YIOPSIAOUYEeHHBIN IIOKOM, TEIePh BCELIEI0 BIaCTBOBAJI XaocC.
CyHOyKHM ¥ KOPOOKHU BaJISIIUCh Ha II0JIy U3yBEUEHHBIE U U30THYTHIE, KaK OYATO UX JOJTO U
YIOPHO KOIOTHUIIN KEeIe3HHIM IIPyToM. Pacsiep mazxke He CMOTpPEN [0 CTOPOHAM, BeJl ee mainblile,
BriiyOb, Tyqa, 7€ paHbllle He OBIJI0O HUYEero, KpoMe ThMbI. BOT, 3HAYUT, TOe OH IIpoIaga Bce
9T0 BpeMsi. Kak u OHa, UCKAJl yTEIIeHUs B TOM, YTO OBIIO OJTU3KUM U 3HAKOMBIM, 3@ UTO MOXKHO
OBIJIO YXBATUTHCS B MUHYTHL CJIaO0OCTH M CAMOT'0 CHJILHOT'O OTYasHUS. BOT TONBKO ee TUYHOE
HUCIBITaHWe OOJIBIO BHIIIIO Ha HOBBLIM BUTOK, Kyfa 00ee CUIbHBIN U HEIIOKOPHBIH, YeM
penbIayIIui.



— 41 mymana, HUKTO He 3HaeT, rae I1eimb 3a0BeHMsI, — CKa3ajla OHa, Korga Pacmep Bramumna ee B
Y3KHU U COBEPIIEHHO HEIIPOHUIIaeMEIU KOPUZOP. Terneps OHa MOTJIa IIOJI0KUTHCS JIUIIb Ha
HETO, U CJIENO IIJIa Bepe[, C KaXkIBIM IIIarOM IIPOBaIUBasICh Kak OyATO B CaMylO TbMY.

— Tsl mymana He mpaBuibHO, KpoBh 6OTOB, — OTBETHJI €T0 TPYCTHBIHN T'OJIOC.
— Ho pa3Be He THI cka3aj, 4To eciau 06l OCcTaTKU OCKOJIKa Hamnuy, To KoponeBa-Mars...

— 4 mMHOTO0 Yero oOpYHO TOBOPIO, Kuupuc. — OHa yCIIbIIIana ero TOpbKuil cMerok. — U He
BCeT[a 3TO MoBoL 6€30TOBOPOYHO MHE BepuTh. Kak Ka3amoch, s TOT ellle MacTep caMooOMaHa.

OHa He cTasa ero pasybexpaTh. Celiyac OHa He MOTJIa ITO3BOJIUTh Ce0e POCKOIb TPATUTD XOTh
KaIlJII0 CUJI Ha caMOOHM4YeBaHUeE.

Kopumop pe3ko CBEpHYJI ¥ UM B JTHIIA YOAPWI TSXKENbIH pacKajleHHbIH BO3OyX, HAlIOJTHEHHHIH
3amaxoM cMepTu. Kuuprc mpukphiia HOC PyKOM, HO 9TO €[Ba JIU 3aTIyIITHUJIO TOITHOTBOPHLIN
cMmpag.

«HTEepecHOo, YTO OH MCHOJIH30BaJI [JIsS aJTaps?»

CrioBHO IIpOYMTAB ee MbIc/M, HacmegHUK KOCTelH YCKOPWII Iar, ¥ OHU OYKBaJIbHO BhHIOEXKAIH B
HeoOBbATHO 6oJbiIoN 3a. ToIbKO Telleph Paciep OTIYCTUTI ee PYKY U TOPOILJIUBO OTOIIENI Ha
Ge30macHOe pacCTosTHUE. 30eCh OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO CBETI0, YTOOs Kunpuc yBumesna ero pykKu:
IPaKTUYECKHU YEepHEBIE, BEICOXIIINE, KaK Y CTapuKa, HO CTPaHHO Kpenkue. Kasamoch, OH ymMupan
U CTQHOBUJICS CHJIbHEee OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— THI DOJKeH el CONPOTUBNAThLCH, Pacinep, — TBepmo ckasana Kumpuc. — Teyprus He
MOOUYMHATLCA ciabakaM, OHa UX OecIroliagHo JIoMaeT.

— 41 xouy OBITh CTIOMaHHEIM, KpOoBb 60T0B, — yCTaio 0OPOHUII OH U yKa3as mepen co0om. —
Hapetocs, s Bce coenain mpaBUIIBHO.

MeiipuTuHa IPOCIequUiia 3a ero KeCcToM U C IIyMOM BTSIHYJIa BO3AyX Yepe3 HOo3aApHu. TombKo
Tak, 4TOOBI HEe 3aBHITH OT XJIBIHYBIIEH B Oyiry 6omu. Byab OHO Bce TPUKOBI MPOKISITO CTAPBIMU
6oramMu ¥ HOBHIMH, JKUBEIMU U MEPTBEIMHU, €C/IH HE Ha TAKOM XK€ ajJTape, MHOTO JIET Ha3af
OOVH TIIECJIaBHLIN 0Tel] COOCTBEHHOU PYKOM Iepepesasi IopJio CBOeH BOCEMUJIETHEH OYePH.

— Tul B mopsinke? — Paciiep TPOHYI ee 3a Inedo, B 0TBeT Kuupuc 3alunesna, CJI0BHO clie3a Ha
packalneHHOU cKoBopopae. — Bce mpaBumbHO?

— IIa, — Koe-KakK OTBeTHIa OHa. [IepBrIM MOpPEIBOM 0110 GercTBo. [Ipsimo ceirgac, 6e3
OTJISIIKY, XOTb B CaMylo packKalieHHYIo I'1oTKy KocTnaBoii, Ho nofanbiile oTciofga. [lomanbiire oT
TOTO, YTO COKPYIIAET M CTPEHOKMBAET €e CMEeNIyI0 MeUTy, YTO BCE ellle MOKHO U3MEHUTh. —
... MHe IpoCTO Hy2KHO HEMHOI'O BO3yXa.

— OTO BCe, UTO I CMOT HAWTH.

Kuupuc xxectamu gana moHATH, YTO LIEHUT €ro cTapaHus. Pacimep melcTBUTEIbHO IIPOJesiain
OTPOMHYI0 paboTy: cobpan KOCTH MEHPUTOB, HAPaCTUII Ha HUX IIJIOTh U HaXKe IOMLITAJICS
mpupaTh UM Iogobue yenoBeueckoro o6mvka. I[IpaBaa, B MTOTE UX TMOOBEIIEHHEIE BAOIb CTEH
TeJjla CKOpee ITOXOOUIIY Ha JKePTBBI OIIEITOB OOJILHOTO MSICHUKA. XOTs, KaKas pa3Hulla, eciu
CBOIO (DYHKITUIO OHU UCIIONHSIOT TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK UCIOJIHSJIN U TIPU JKU3HU: BMECTE C
XOJIOOHOM 0eCIIBETHOM KPOBBIO BEITEKAIOT II0 KOCTSIHBIM TPy0aM OpsIMO B OTPOMHOE OBaJIbHOE
yriy0rieHue B IIeHTpe 00CUANaHOBOI0 ajuTaps.

ITpoknsaTeii 3anax! ETro CIUIIKOM MHOTO, YTOOB UTHOPHUPOBATD.

— Tak BOT 4TO THI MMeJI BBUIY, KOTa T'OBOPUJI, YTO HUKTO He IoCcTpagaeT, — npobopMoTana
OoHa. ITO OBIJI0 6€3YMHO ¥ TeHUAIbHO OOHOBPEMEHHO. M CIUIIKOM... TPOCTO, YTOORI BCE
cpaboTrano. — CoOMHEBAIOCh, YTO Y HAC MMOYYUTCSA co3maTh OCKOIOK U3 MEPTBOM XKU3HHU,
Pacnep.

HacnemHuk KocTen IIpoBEJI pYKOﬁ Ha[ IIO4YTH 3allOJITHEHHBIM Kej1000M, MUMOJIETHO YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC${
KAaKHNM-TO CBOMM MBICJIAM.

— B mo6oM criy4ae y Hac HeT BeIGopa, KpoBs 60r0B, — GuIocodCKy 3aMEeTHII OH U CHOBA



TIOKPUBUIICS, KOTHA PyKa, BOIPEKHU ero JKeJIaHUI0, MOYTH IPUTPOHYIACH K XKUAKOCTH. Paciep
OTOOBUHYJICS, 3aBeJl PYKY 3a CIIMHY U HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 0€33BYYHO IIIENTal YTO-TO cebe mox
Hoc. Korpa, HaKkoHell, OH CIIPaBUJICS C HEIIOKOPHOM Teyprueii, ero 6jegHoe U0 BHOBb CTalIO0
HEMPOHUIIAEMO OTPEIIeHHEIM. — Y Hac Bce nonyuutcs, Kuupuc. Bepa 6ymeT HallluM T'JIaBHBIM
KOMITOHEHTOM.

OHa He cTaja TOBOPUTH, UTO €e TUYHOU BEPHI XBATUT €Ba JIM Ha TO, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh Cce0s
Jieys B 3Ty OpsHb. M 94TO el HUKaK Helb3s yMUPATh Ceidac, I09TOMY U ITpaBa Ha OIMMOKY HET.

— I'me ITeInIB?

Pacnep oborren antaps 0o MUPOKOY ayre, nomanuyl Kuupuc cnepom. [Tpubimu3uBIInCs,
MeWpUTUHA YBUAEJIA TO, YTO BCE 3TO BpEMS IIPATAJIOCh B CTPAHHOW ITOYTU MOJIOYHOU OBIMKE.
Ha Kycke 4epHOTro MacCIssHUCTOr0, U3PE3aHHOI'0 JPEBHUMU PyHaMU KaMHs, CTOsIJIa paMa B
BUIe HEIIPABUJIBHOTO TPEYTOJIbHUKA. A IIepel Hel, T0X0kKas Ha IPOCTYIO TOPCTh IIEIa,
BBICHMIACH TOpKa I[1eiu 3a6BeHuss. Kuuprc He cMoria yaepKaTb UPOHUYHEIA CMEIIoK: Haflo
e, TO, UYTO CIOCOOHO ITEPEUTPHIBATL CAMO BPeMsI M MEPEUTPHIBATh YyKUe CymbObI, ITOX0XKe Ha
cop.

— 51 He cMor cobpaTh BCe, HO BCe Ke 30eCh 0O0JIbIIasi IT0JI0BUHA.

— OTOro OOJIXKHO OBITH HOoCTaTouHO. CoBceM He 00s13aTesibHo genaTh OCKOJIOK TaKUM XKe, KakK
¥ TIPEBIAYINH. — «B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MHE Oy[eT MOCTAaTOYHO BUIOEThH B HEM XOTS OB
OTpaxkeHHe CBOUX ria3». — Ho Ha paMy y MeHS BPSI[ JIK XBaTUT CHUII.

— ToI Bcerga MOKeITb Ha MEHS ITOJIOKUTHECS, KpoBb 60T0B, — B KOTOPHIN pa3 3aBepui Pacnep.
U, gwyTh moMeqOuB, HaKOHEIl CKa3ajl: — THL... TOTOBa?

BMmecTo oTBeTa OHa Iofiana eMy pyKy, 6€3MOJIBHO IIpepsaras OBITh ee TMYHLIM IPOBOJHUKOM B
9Ty HErOCTEIIPUUMHYIO KaMeHHYI0 IToCTelb. Paciep mopan e pyky, mpuaepkai, noka Kunupuc
BBICKAJIb3bIBaJla U3 CAaHOAIUM W, MOPIIACh, IPUMePsiachk OOCEHIMYU CTYIIHSIMU K XOJIOTHOMY
ToJy.

Illar, emie miar. Briepen, K ee TUYHOM IILITOYHOM MalllHE.

Pacnep moMmor et BcTaTh Ha Kpail ajnTaps, nocie dero Kuupuc c 6narogapHo# yiisI6KoH!,

HACTOWYMBO BHICBOOOMMIIA JIAJIOHb U3 €r0 OCTEPBEHEION XBAaTKU. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa UX
majblbl PA30MKHYINUCH, Ha nulle HacieqHmKa KOCTeN CXJIeCTHYIUCh O0JIb U OTYasiHUe, U

0GeCIIOMOIIIHOCTb.

<<HpOCTI/I, HO [JaJibIlie g caMa», — OBITT ee O€3MOJIBHBIN OTBET.



I'’maBa gBagmarTh Iiecrasi

He pactsiruBast HeudbexHoe, Kunpuc nepectynuna 3a Kpai. ZKu3Hb JaBHO YMEPIINX
MeNpPUTOB OMELTIa €€ HOTY BA3KUM U TeINBIM obellanueM aronuu. Kuvupuc 3axkMmypunacs,
mpucena, nomoras cebe pykamu. I'maBHoe, He ycTynath naHuke. OHa cmoxkeT. He pagu cebs
— Temneps ee COOCTBEHHAS KM3Hb BCETO JIMIIH KATalIn3aTop, YTOOE COBEPIINTH
nIpegHadepTaHHOe. Bo3M0XKHO, B 3aMOK TyMaHOB ee IIPUBENIN COOCTBEHHBIE alTYHBIE IEMOHHI,
HO Telephb TOM MeUpuTuHH 60sbine HeT. OcTanack oHa: (anbiIuBasi pac’'Maa’pa, OgHaXKIBI
BRIOpABIIIAsi CBOET0 EIUHCTBEHHOT0 MYKUYHUHY — UM TeIlepb OTHA0INast eMy BCio ceOst 6e3
ocTaTKa.

«Bory He TOBOPUJIH, YTO JIFOOUTH TaK OOIBLHO».

Omna nerya Ha CIHHY, 4o 00JIM CXKajla KyJiaKu, cuemnuia 3yorl. Teno 6yaTo 3axy1ebHYIIOCh B
mpucTyne HeBooOpa3umou 6omu. EpyHaa, MpocTo HEMHOTO nepeTepreTs. He manuTs cebst, He
OTr'JIAOBIBATHCSA, HE OyMaTh O TOM, YTO ME€PTBaA 2KHU3Hb IIPEIKOB Ha6pOCI/IJ'IaCI: Ha ee IIJIOTh C
KAIHOCTBIO CBOPHI T'OJIOOHLIX COOaK.

— Kuwupwuc, g 3gecs.

OHa ¢ TpymoM pasnuuuia ronoc HacnemHuka KocTel CKBO3b COHM COOCTBEHHOM arouuu. Ho
BCe JKe CJIeTKa IIOIIeBesIniia PYKOH, JaBas IMOHATh, YTO €0 CJIOBA HJOCTHUTIIN LEJIH.

— 41 He cgemnato Tebe 60mbHO, KpoBE 6OTOB, — 2KapKo ImooOeIIan oH.
U B cnepmyioiee MTHOBEHUE ee PACKOJIOTYIO AyIIly OKaTH/Ia BOJIHA OTHS.
«ITana, noscanyiicma, He desaau smoz0!»

«ITpekpamu smo HemedseHHOo! Tvl Hocuwb Kposb 60208, Kuupuc, mbl He uMeewb npasa
n/AaKamo U #casno08amucs Ha cyovby. Tebe daposaHa 803MOHNCHOCMb cMOMpemsbs 8 byoyw,ee,
sudemsb mo, umo 6ydem. [[ymaews, 602u coeaanu 3mo npocmo mak?»

«5q ewe He 3HdK, Ymo sudend... He NOHUMA».

«Mpbl 8ce noHumMaem, Ymo mbl gudesia mo, Yemy 0o cHA npomusocmoams. Teos
HeysepeHHOCMb — AUWb CMPAax 8351Mb HA cebs1 omeemcmaeHHOCMb 3a bydyuiee acex Hac.
I'aynoutli nocmublOHbBIU cmpax».

Kuupuc ¢c rpoMKUM BEIIOXOM CeJla, II0fCIeIOBaTO 03UPasiCh 10 CTOPOHAM.

TemHo.

IOyurHo.

U B rpynu 60MUT Tak CUIBHO, OYOTO TyZa BOH3UJIM OCKOJIOK U Me[JIEHHO IPOBOPavYuBaloT, pa3
3a pa3oM Bce TiIy6xKe morpyxkas B 10Tk, Ha Bcakuil cinydait Kuupuc npuTpoHyIachk pyKou K
60JIBHOMY MECTY: HET, HUYero, IPOCTO K0XKa, MPUKPHITAs MPOMUTAHHOM BA3KOU JTUIKON
JKHUAKOCTHIO TKAHBIO TYHUKH.

3aTo, Korpa ria3a HeEMHOTO IIPUBHIKIIM K TEMHOTE, OHA Cpa3y 3aMeTusa, YTO UMEHHO He TakK.
Ee pyku ¥ HOTH: TI0 UX BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHE, CJIOBHO CTPAHHBIE OTPOCTKHU, TIHYIUCH IJIUHHEBIE
KpacCHBIe HUTH, IOCTAaTOYHO TOJICTHIE, YTOOBI HE PA30pBaTh UX pPyKaMu. [IpOTUBHO BlIaxkKHbIE U
CKOJIb3KHeE Ha BU[I, OHU OOJbIlle TTOXOOUIN Ha PACTSIHYThIE MBIIIEL. M B TPOMOTIAaCHOMN THUIIINMHE
Kuupuc crieimana xapakKTepHOe HENPUSATHOE YaBKaHbE.

OCKOJIOK, HY KOHEYHO. YTOOB BOCCTAHOBUTDH APEBHIOI PEJIMKBUIO HYXKHO YTO-TO TOPa37o
6oJibIllee, YeM YacThb OYIIW M BOJIM. Hy>KHa KPOBb U IJIOTH GOTOB.

CtpanHO, HO 60JI OT METOOMYHOM PabOTHl «IIPHUCOCOK» OHA IIOYTH HE YYBCTBOBAJIA, B OTJIMYHE
OT BCe BO3pacTalollel NyJIbCUPYOIIel aroOHuu B Irpyau. Y KaXkAbslii HOBEIYU BOOX JaBaJjICs C
TPyOoM, OOXKHUTal JIeTKHe BO3OyXOM, CJIOBHO OHa BObIXala OTPaBy.

«4... 8ce noHumaro, ometu,. 5 coenaro mo, 4mo O0ANHCHA».

«Padu ecex Hac. Padu moz2o, ymobbl MUp 0CMasasicsi makum, KAKuM e20 3a0ymMaau Hawu



co3zdameau. Padu moao, ymobul Mbl Obliu mam, 20e 00AHCHbl Obimb, a A00U 3HAAU CB80e
Mecmo».

Kuupuc MBICJIEHHO 3aCTOHAa, OTMaXUBasiCh OT IIOTOKA BOCIIOMUHAHUN. 30eCh, B KaKOM-TO
IIPOMEXYTOYHOM COCTOSHUY MeXKIy KM3HBIO U CMEPTHIO, OHA Oblla CIUIKOM cjiaba, 4ToOk
COIIPOTUBIIATHCS HaBHO 3a0bITOMY IpoumoMy. Ynu, ckopee, HApOYHO 3a0EITOMY.

3mech oHa OBl/Ia ITOMHOCTHIO OOHAaXKeHa U 6e33alluTHa ITepel pacKasiHueM, Iiepen
COBEPIIIEHHLIMH yXKaCHBIMHU OITHOKaMu, epern co6oi.

Kuupuc npuxasa obe TagoHu K I'PyOU, HaJaBujIa, CJIOBHO 3TO HUUTOXKHOE YCUJIHE MOTJIO
BBITPABUTH U3 HEE XOTh YaCTh CyMacIIeqire 60mu.

«Teypeus Hawux 60208 8cez20a ¢ moboti, doub mos. Ilaxce ecau mol pyxHews ¢ Hebec, dadice
ec/iu cmaHewb MAakol, KaK cMepmHbvle — mbl 8Ce PasHO 6ydellb Kpo8bio U NA0MbI0 CAM0O20
Mupa. ObmaHbvleal, A2u, yHUYMONMcAl U cmpasausall amux Huumodcecma 00 mex nop, noka
OHU He YHuU4Ymodcam camu cebsi. Tol poocdeHa Hawell meccueti. [Tycmb At00u HA 8CHO
0CMAasWyCs CMEePMHYI0 U HUYMOXCHYI0 HCU3Hb 3ANOMHAM 20410C Melpumos».

«Ila, omeu».
«He naaywv».
«51 He naavy. 3mo npocmo coab U HeMHO20 800bl».

Bce Grl10 uMeHHO Tak. Bce Havanoch, Korga oHa, cOMB HOTH B KPOBb, HECTIACh K CBOEMY
BEHIIEHOCHOMY OTITy, UYTOOBI CKa3aTh €My, UTO YBUMEJIa B HOBOM BumeHuu. CKa3aTh O TOM, UTO
BU[IeJIa IIafaiomux ¢ He0a, TIeMNUX MEHPUTOB, U MyXKYUHY, KOTOPHIN IIOTEINAJICS Hal UX
CMEpPTSIMU, ¥ MaJIbYUIIKY, KOTOPHIHM IIBITAJICS OCTAHOBUTDH MSICHUKA. [IBITAJICSI, HO HE CMOT,
IIOTOMY 4TO OBLI CJIUIIKOM cJial.

Kuupuc cobparnach c cuinamMu, IOTIHYJIACh K Kpalo anTaps, enBa JIu He CUJION BhITACKHUBas
COOCTBEHHOE TeJI0 U3 BSI3KOM KUIOKOCTU. 30€eCh, II0 TY CTOPOHY PealbHOCTHU, B HECKOJIBKUX
mrarax ot obutenu KoCTisiBOM, BHEITHUN MUP €[Ba MPOCMAaTPUBAJICS: IPUUYAJINBLIE 00pa3kI
KOMHATHI, B KOTOPOHM OHA-peasibHas HETIOOBUXKHO JieKajla Ha ajiTape B OXKHUAAHUU IPUTOBOPA
BBITJIAENU TYCKJIBIMU Pa3/IMBaMU Ha IIOBEPXHOCTU 6eCIIBETHOTO MBIJIBHOIO IIy3bIpsa. OOpaTHas
CTOPOHA PEeaJyTbHOCTH C ee OTTEeHKaMU CepOro KasaJyioch 00Jjiee HaCTOSIIEN, YeM IPYTOH,
BHEIIHUU MUP.

C TpynooM, HO MEUPUTHUHE YOAJI0Ch BRIOPAThCA U3 3amamHu. I1011 mom 60CEIMH CTYITHSIMHU
OKasaJICsd KOJIIOYUM U XOJIOOHBIM. KaxXXabI! cliemyiomuii mar gaBaacss ClI0xKHee IIPeqbayIIero,
HO OHa moJikHa Obuta matu. Tyma, Toe B TPEYTrobHON paMe MepIiajia rojiyboBaTast AbIMKa.
Tyna, roe ee xxgan OCKOJIOK.

HenaBucTtHbIe IPOPOYECTBA, IPOKIISITHE BUAeHUA. Bynb IPOKIIsATa Ta JeBYOHKA, YTO CHOBA U
CHOBA, KaK 3aroBOpeHHas, IIOBTopsiiIa oTiy: «Jltogu yObtoT Hac!» [ToueMy OH Tak OXOTHO B 3TO
noBepun? [loueMy He IOIBLITAJICS BEIZKOATh BpEMS?

IToTromy uTo Gossicsa. IloToMy YTO OHU BCE YK€ MHOXKECTBO JIET IOTUJIUCH B TECHOU KJIETKE
COOCTBEHHEIX CTPaxoB. boru maBHO He TOBOPUIN C HUMHU, a IPEeBHAS TeyPTUs BHIPOXKIaslach,
CJIOBHO ee ¥ He OblJ1Io. HUTH, KOTOPHIE OepzKajli UX C IPOIUIBIMUA YCTOSIMU, HEYOEPKUMO
pBanIuch caMu coboii, ¥ He OBIII0 HUKAKOW BO3MOXKHOCTH yAepKaTh I[eJILIMU Te HEMHOTHE, YTO
eme yuenenu. U Hepymumebiii ACIIEKT MCTOYAJICS, ¥ B 9TOM He OBIJIO BUHH JTtofei. ITpocTo
MUDP, KaKUM OH OBUI IIpeXK[e, YMUPasI U CIIOI3ajl C PealbHOCTH, CJIOBHO JIMHSIAsA KOXKa.

Kunupuc ocraHoBunach nepeq IycTol paMou. TIHyIIECS U3 ee Tejla JKUBEE HUTU
BCTPENEHYNIUCH, 3alyJIbCUPOBAJIM C HOBOM CHUJION, a TPyHd 00dasl HOBOM BCHBIIIKOM 601, YTOOH
YCTOSATH Ha Horax, Kuupuc Buenunacek B paMmy. [IneBaTs, 4TO B JIAMOHU TYT XK€ BIIUJICSA
HeOpyKeTIo0HBIM TyMaH: 3TO IPaKTUYeCKHe He OIIyIaeTCs B CPaBHEHHUU C Kyna 0oree
CUJILHBIMU IIPUCTYIIaMU OOJIH.

— JMaBai, cTeKJsIKa, Oyab TH HejlagHa. — MelpuUTHHA BHIOOXHYA, 3aKallisaaack. — 9 —
KpoBs 60T0B, 5T — TO, U3 YETO THI CO37aHO. Trl OyOelrb MHE TOQUUHSATHCS.

[IsIMKa Ha MTHOBEHWE 3aMepJia, a IOTOM BCKOJIEIXHYJIaCh, CJIOBHO BOOHAS T'JIagb BO BHE3AITHO
HaJIeTeBUINY IITOPM U OCKaluaach B HeKoeM ogobuu pacnaxHyToN I'oJIOgHOM ractu. Bpsapg mu



OHa IIOXOIWJIa Ha YeJI0BEeUYECKYIO UJIM MEMPUTUCKYIO, HO B HEH JIETKO yragblBalliCh YePTHI BCEX
CMEPTHHIX U 6eCCMEPTHHIX.

— MHe BCe paBHO, YTO Thl CAMOCTOSITeJIbHAS OyMalollas APsSHb, — 3JI0 BHEIIJIIOHYTa Kuupuc. —
MHe Bce paBHO, 4TO B Tebe eCTh yacTuuka 6ora. Tel Oygeirs MOOqYUHSATECS MHE, TIOTOMY YTO B
Tebe celyac TeYeT MOSI KPOBb, ¥ MOSI KOXKa, MOM KOCTH M MSICO BOCKPEIIAlOT TBOIO OYPalKYIO
TIJIOTH!

B otyassHmu Kuupuc 94To eCTh CHJIHI XJIOIIHYJIa II0 paMe PaCKPHLITOM NafoHbio. TyMaH APOTHYII,
XUIITHAs MacTh pa3Ma3ajiaCh HOBLIMU BOJTHAMMU.

— Tel Oymermnsb menath TO, YTO 5 Tebe MPUKaxKy, CTEKJISNIKa. Y MeHs HeT Opyroro Berxoma. Ho
ecTb BpeMsi. HeCKoIbKO MHEN BpeMeHHU 3a KOTOPhIe, MOXKEIlh MHE ITIOBEPUTH, 1 HAWOy CII0co0
pasmenuTh ¢ TOOOM KaXKAylo I'paHb Moel 00u. YBepeHa, 9TO CIUIIKOM MHOTO Jaxe [JIs
Ockornxa.

He momust ce6s1, Kunpuc cHOBa ¥ CHOBa KOJIOTHJIA JIaJIOHBIO 110 paMe, BRITPaBIUBaS U3
HEIPOHUIIaeMBIX TJIyOMH TyMaHa TIecjiaBhe W HEIOKOPHOCTh. Eif HeKyma OTCTyIaTh U He4ero
TepsaTh. Pa3Be 4TO COGCTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb, KOTOPYI0 Kunpuc 6epermna ojst pyroro ciuydas, rae
oT Hee OymeT GOJIbILIE TOJIKY.

Kuupuc He 3Hama, CKOJILKO BpeMEHH IIPOBEia BOT TaK, HO KOTHa OYHYJ/IAcCh, TO €€ JIaJlOHU
TIPEBPATUIINCH B CIIJIONIHEIE HCTeP3aHHEIe paHbl. BeciiBeTHass KPOBL CTEKasa II0 paMme,
IpocavuBaiach B KaxkObIH KeT000K U 3aBUTOK.

Ho Ockoroxk... OCKOJIOK Me[JIEHHO BO3Bpalraj MaTepuanbHyio popmy. BoT yxe oHa MoxeT
pPa3nIHUYUTDb B 3ePKAJIbHOM I'Jlafl CBOM HOTH, KOJIEHU, IPUJIUIIIIYIO K Tely TKaHb.

Kuupuc egBa nmu ycmesa ¢ objierdieHrueM BBIIOXHYTh, KOTa yBuaesa cebs e TMKOM:
BBIMYYEHHYVIO, C 3alIaBIIMMU I'Jla3aM¥, UCKYCAaHHBIMU TyOaMU M HATSHYTOH Ha KOCTH KOXKEH.
YTo K, OT Hee IIpeXKHeM 0CTaJIoCh He TaK y2K MHOTO, HO OHa, 10 KpaliHell Mepe, JXKUBa.

— Bpsig nu HamoONTro, — 37I0BEIIIE MIPOIIUIIENIO OTPaXKeHHEe U, BEICYHYBIIIUCH U3 PaMBI, CXBATHUIIO
ee 3a PyKH.

PrIBOK OBLI TaKOM YymOBUIIHOMN CUIIEL, YTO ¥ KUMpuUc noTeMHeNo B I'jla3ax, a XpycT
COOCTBEHHHBIX JIOITHYBIINX KOCTEH 3arJIyIINJI BCe mpoune 3ByKu. COOCTBEHHOE OTpaxkKeHue
yTacKuBaJlo ee Tyna, rae — Kuupuc mMoria nuinb JoragslBaThCsa — He OBLJIO HU4Yero, Kpome
HaNOJIHEHHOU Teyprueu IMyCTOTHL. YTaCKUBaJo ee TyAa, I'le Tepyrus IepeMOJIOTUT ee TeJlo,
CJIOBHO XK€ePHOBa — XPYIKOe MNIIEeHUYHOEe 3ePHO.

Her, He cetiuac! Emje ciumkom paHo.

OHa mombeITanach BEIPBATHCS, MOMBITAIaCh U300Pa3uTh MOTYTH CONPOTUBIEHUSA. TIIETHO:
BoccTaHOBeHHe OCKOJIKa CJIMIITKOM CHJIBHO €€ M3MOTaio, a COOCTBEHHAS IIJIOTh B €TI0 HOBOH
peuHKapHalUy TpeqaTeIbCKU XKaXaana COeQUHUTCS C IPEeXKHEeHN X03sIWKO0M. BEIPHIBATHCS U3
9THUX TUCKOB OBIJIO PABHOCHJIPHO ITOTEITKAM BEIOPATHCS 3 3RI0yUEeTro Mmecka: ueM OOJbIIe
COMIPOTUBIISAEIILCS, TEM CUJIbHEe TOHeIllb, BA3HeIb B Oyayliei MoTue.

— Tloxkanyi#icTa, elle CIUIIKOM paHo... — ¥ Kuupuc He ocTanochk cui gaxe Ha Kpuk. OHa Oblna
Tak GJIM3KO0, YTO TeIeph SBHO BUOEJIAa PA3/IUYUs CO CBOEH 3epKaIbHOM KOIIHEeH.

— 4 xe roBopuIa, YTO HE JaM MHe IMOMeIlaTh, — OCKaluiaachk KpoBoxkamHoe MMOPoOXKIeHNe ee
COOCTBEHHOU OyIIIH U elle CuilbHee gepHyia Kuupuc Ha cebs. — TvI BCcero nuiIb ommnbKa,
0ecTOIKOBOE CO3HaHMEe, KOTOPOoe [OIXKHO OBIJIO CUMIETh B YyJlaHe M He MelllaTh HaM AeaTh TO,
YTO MBI [OJIKHEI OBLIIM CHOEJIATh.

Kuupuc momelTazack 0CBOOOOUTHCS, HO Ha moMoIbk KpoBoxkamHoi npuiiia CtpactHas. OHa
cMmoTperna Ha Kuupuc momHEIMU COXKaleHus IJla3aMu 1, KPeIKo yIOepKUBasi ee 3a IPaByIo
PYKY, IoMoraJjia COOOIITHHUIIE.

— BBI Bcero Ui MOPOXKAEHUS MOEH COBECTH! — OTYasTHHO COIPOTHUBISSICH, BHIKPUKHYJIA
Kuupuc. — ITyCTHIIIKK, KOTOPHEIE 0KUIK GTarofgapst 3JI0CTH UCIyraHHOro pebeHKa. f Mory Bac
KOHTPOJINPOBATH!

X0oTB, 11O IIpaBae roBOps, 3TO yOaBaJIOCh U3 PYK BOH IIJIOXO. Bo3MoxkHO, OHU U OBLIIN BLIHYMKOﬁ,



OXXUBIIUMHU TEHSIMU MaJIeHbKOM, IOTEePSBIIeN OeccCMepTHe MEUPUTHUHEI, HO OHA CIITMIIKOM
XOPOIIIO ¥ AOIT0 KOpMHUIa UX COOCTBEHHBIMU CTPaxaMu, YTOOHI B UTOTe 00e UII0CTacHu
ITPEBPATUIINCh B CUJIBHBIX ¥ OECIIOIIaIHBIX TBapeH.

B KakoO#-TO MOMEHT OHA HACTOJIPKO BHIOX/IACh, YTO OCO3HAIA — €€ PYKU y2Ke HAOJIOBUHY
YTOHYNIH B 3epKanbHOM Iy1amu. M ¢ y2KacoM morafanachk, YTO OHHOBPEMEHHO C 3THUM Ta,
KpoBoxkagHas myina, BHIOMpaeTcs HapyXKy, 3aHuMas ee MecTo. OHa X04YeT ee TOOMEHUTD?

ITepeqn 3aTyMaHEeHHBIM OT 60JTM ¥ O€CCUIIMS B3TJISIAOM, KaK KalehJ0CKOII, 3aMejIbKalu
KapTuHku Oynyiiero: KpopoxkamgHas nepen BocKpermeHHBEIM OCKOJIKOM YBEPEHHO U
OecrmolaHO ITOBOPAaYMBaeT BpeMs BCOsiTh. OHa He 6ouTCs yMepeTh, oTaaB OCKOJIKY CIIMIIKOM
MHOTO, IOTOMY YTO 3HAET: JKUBET JIUIIb [AJIsI CBEPIIEHUSI MECTH, CYIIIECTBYET, YTOOHI IIOJHSITH
B3IJISAMO K HEMY U 3aKpHAYaTh YTO €CTh CHJIH: «f xopoIlias moub!». O6pa3sl MaJIeHbKOI'0
Pacnepa u Monomoro uMmiepaTtopa [I3iiHa pacIlIbIBalIiCh, CTAHOBUINCEH HeUeTKUMHU. [Ipoirinoe
MEHSJIOCh TaK CTPEMUTENIBHO, YT0 KUupuc ¢ TpyooM IloclieBajia pa3jandaTh KaxKaylo ero
HOBYIO TrpaHb. BoT 06e3yMeBIINii OT ee HalleNThIBaHUM Paciep y0rBaeT CBOEro BEHIIEHOCHOI'O
OpaTa, a BMECTE C HUM OOPYIIMBAET BCIO MOIIb HEITOJKOHTPOILHOM, YyKEePOTHON ero
TIIEOYIITHOMY TEeJly TeYPTHUHU Ha TOMOBHI THICSY U THICSY XKHUTEIeH MOIOOOoM 1 OeCIIOMOIITHOM
HaTpesckoit uMnepuu. 3a CYUTaHHLIE Yachl OTHEHHEBIE OYPU CKUTAIOT KaMHU U TIJIOTh,
IpeBpallaioT KOCTH B ITpax. Yepe3 HECKOJILKO OHEeW MaTepUK IIpeBpalllaeTcs B BEIXKKEHHYIO
paHy Ha Teje MHUpPa, KOTOPBIM OTKa3aJICs MOOUYUHSITHCS CTaphIM ITOPSAKaM M 3aX0TeJl
BHIOpATHCS M3-TIOM UTA TeX, KTO BIUTasl B ce0si KpoBb 60T0B. DTa GOIMHS OygeT BO CTO KpaT
yXKacHee u OecmnolllafiHee TOM, YTO CYIIIeCTBYeT B 9TOM pealbHOCTH.

IToka e1me cyiiecTByeT.

«Ecynu onm mobensT, To 60IbIlle HUUEro He OymeT UMeTh 3HaYeHus. [1oToMy 94TO MUp
CMepTHHIX O0JIbIlle HUKOIla He OyIeT nIpexXHuM. MelpUTHU He COBEPIIAT Ty Ke OIIMOKY, He
MMO3BOJISAIT HECUYACTHLIM IOAHSATH TOJIOBY TaK ke BHICOKO. OHU yOBIOT MeUTy O CBOOOME B CAMOM
3apogriire. B Tom 6ymyiieM HaM yroToBaHa JIUINL OOHA YY9aCTh: KOJIOOKY U 1€y, KJIeTKa, pone
TOU, B KOTOPOU KOpOJIeBa-MaTh IpUBE3jIa MEeHS B Mepon».

Hawm... Kuupuc Hauia MrHoBeHUe cpeau 6051b10 1 60pb00ii, 4ToOH YyIBEIOHYThCS. YTO XKe,
IOPOTOM OTEl, THl CIMIIKOM PAaHO BEHIOPOCHUJI MEHS U3 HAIIEr0 IOMa, a S CIUIIKOM J0JITO
IPOXKUJIa CPey CMEPTHBIX, YTOOHI 3a0BITh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh O€CCMEPTHOM MEUPUTUHOM.
— CMepTHad XeHNIWHa, U 3TOT MUP — OH MOM».

— THI Ke He AyMajia, YTO s1 OCTaBIIO TeOs OOHY, — pa3faics Hall YXOM 3HaKOMBIHM MedyaabHbIN
ronoc. — JIBoe IMPOTHUB TPeX He CITHUIIKOM OOJIBIIION IIepeBec, HO JIyYIlle, YeM ThI OOHa.

Pacnep. OHa He BueJa ero, IUIIb IOYYBCTBOBala YBEPEeHHOEe CUIIbHOE 00BITHE, TIXKeloe
ropsdee OelxaHue B MakyIiKy. OTKyna oH TyT? Pa3Be He 3HaeT, 4TO 3[0eCh eMy He MeCTO?

U Bce ke Pacrnep ycnen Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. Ha nociegaeM Brijoxe BEIpBajl Kuupuc us nenkux
JIall ee COOCTBEHHEIX oTpaxeHui. OH Bce elle ObLI 0€CTEeIeCHEIM, HO OIIYIIaCcs Tak SABHO, YTO
OoHa MorJjia 6e3 Tpyda Pa3jInuuTh KOHTYPHI €TI0 Tejla, CTEKAIOIIYIO 10 YePHEI I1ajibllaM TEeyPTHUIo.

— Cpemaii To, 4TO monKHa, KpoBb 60T0B.

Temneps 0oH cTOsN epen Helt, u Kuupuc ¢ yKacoM 3aMeTusia OTIJIETAIIIUECS BOKPYT
HEeBUOVMKU XanHble pyKU. [Tanbiikl OTpaxKeHu alyHo BOABIUBAIUCh B IIJIOTh, U
OKpalllnBaJIuCh albIM: Ha hoHe OeCIIBEeTHOTO MUpa OHa Ka3ajlach TaKo¥ HeeCTeCTBEHHO-SIPKOH,
4TO cienuia U obxkwurana B3risan. U Bce ke Kuupuc He Morjia He CMOTPETh, Kak
KpoBoxkagHast u Co6na3HUTENBPHUIIA YTATUBAIOT €T0 B CBOM 3ePKaJIbHBIM MUP. Y TACKUBAIOT
TyOa, OTKy[a HUKTO ¥ HUKOTZa He BEPHETCS, Te HET HUYEero, KpoMe nepBO3AaHHOM
pas3pyLIuTeNbHON Teyprus, KOTopas II0XKpeT ero U Pa3MOJIOTUT, ¥ IPEBPATUT B YacTh cebsl.

— Pacnep... — Ceiiuac, korga oHu o0a ITpeIebHO SICHO CO3HaBaJlu CBOe IIpefHa3HavYeHUe,
crnoBa Obutu numrHUMYU. Ho 1 Monyate Kuupuc He Mmorina. YTo-TO BHYTPHU Hee, TaM, Toe
TyJIbCUPOBAaJia BEIKHUTAOIIAS OYyITy 00JIb, OTYASHHO COIIPOTHUBIISIIIOCH TAKOMY MCXOOYy. ITO OHA,
a He OH, JOJI2KHAa 3a BCe 3aIlJIaTUTh. ITO OHA A0JIKHA YTOHYTb B 0€3BECTHOCTU TEypPruu. — ThI
JIyYIny U3 MyK4WH, KOTO S 3Hana.

Ha nune Pacrepa, Teneps y:ke HallOJIOBHHY TYCKJIOM U3-3a 3epKalbHOM U3HAHKH, IIOSBUIIAChH
OonesHeHHas ynbiOKa. HacnemgHUK KOCTel U He HyMaJjl COMPOTUBIISITHCS, OH IPUHUMAJTI Cyab0Y



TaK K€ CMHPEHHO, KaK U OHa. W B 3aTOM HX Tena u oymun OBIITH €0WHbI U HEeJEJINMEI.

— Ho mo6uIb TE BCe-TAKK €TI0, — CKa3aJl OH C TOPeyYbio, ¥ KOTOa ero TEJIO IIOYTH CKPBIJIOCH B
3epkane, godbaBui: — dTa OUTBa ellfe He mpourpaHa, Mosi Kposs 60TroB. YXonou, moKa OHU
yYBJI€YEHEI MHOM, 6010Ch, MEHSI Ha [IOJITO HE XBAaTUT — [[3WH BCErga rOBOPUJI, YTO S CITUIIKOM
KOCTJISIBLIH.

Kuupuc KuBHYyJa, HaflesICh, YTO IIOCJIETHEee YBUAEHHOE UM OBl/Ia ee pelInTeIbHast yIbIoKa.
CKBO3b CJIE3HI.

Ee Tesio MSrkKo KayHYJIOCh, CTAJI0 HEBECOMEIM, KaK CEMEYKO Ha BeTpy. MelpuTuHa He
COIIPOTHUBISIIIACH, ITO3BOIKIIa HEBUAUMOM CHJIE OTOPBATh €€ MOoJjIa U HOTHUMATh BCE BEHIIIE U
BBIIIE, TyHQ, Iie He CYILIEeCTBOBAJIO HUYEro, KpoMe OECKOHEUYHOCTH.

Korpa oHa cHOBa OTKpHIJia I'Jla3a, TO OKa3ajach BCe B TOM K€ KOMHaTe, HallOJITHEHHOU 3araxoM
cBedell u o0ropesInei mioTH. JIoxke OBIJIO CXUM M UCTPECKABIIMMCS, KaK OyATO 3a 9TOT
KOPOTKHUYM MUT €€ XKHU3HU BpeMsi CKaKaio 6e3ymepKHbIM rajonoM. Korga riasa IpuUBHKIIH K
TeMHOTe Kuupuc 3ameTusa, 4TO CBe4YHU IIPEBPATUJINCE B OIJIBIBILINE JIYKUIILL U, KaXKeTCs,
mpebrIBaIu B TAKOM BHUTIE IEJTYI0 BEYHOCTh

IToTpe6oBanock BpeMsi, CUJIE ¥ TePIIeHne, YTOOBI C TOPeM II0II0JIaM BEITAIIIUTh CBOE
TIIeOyIIHOe Teno HapyXky. OHa egBa MOra IIepeOBUTaThCs, €OBa MOTJIa OBIIaTh. BeIxon
HapyKy Masiuuil Bliepeau 6elecklM PacIjIbIBYaTHIM MATHOM. OCTaBaIoCh TOJIBKO OTHO — WUATHU
Ha 9TOT IIyTeBOOHEBIN JIy4 CcBeTa. M He MO3BOJISATh CIe3aM U I'OPI0 pPa3phiBaTh TO HEMHOTO, YTO
0CTaJIOCh OT €€ OYIIIH.

Hapexna Ha 10, uTOo Pacnep Haiesn cBoe yCcokoeHue, OblyIa CIIUIIKOM ciiaba.
OH 6bUI TIpaB: 3Ty OUTBY ellle TOJIPKO MPENCTOSIIO BEIUTPATE.

OCKOJIOK B TPEYT'OJILHOM paMe BHIT/IAAeN KaK OObIYHOe 3epKalio, He CMePTOHOCHAs PEeNTUKBUS.
Kuupuc B3si1a ero, u 3aMeTHO HaKJIOHUJIACh IO TSI3KEeCThIO Beca.

HagBepHoe, mpo1iia 1nenas BEYHOCTD, IT0Ka OHA BhIOpanack Hapyxky. KomHaTa HaciegHuka
TEHU IIPeICTaBisAa cCoO0M BOMJIOMIEHHBIN Xaoc: Me0eIb OIPOKUHYTA, BEIH BHIIOTPOIIEHE! U3
mKadoB, KHUKHEIE ITOIKY pa30uThl. KHUTY, MHOXKECTBO KHUT BaJISLIUCh BOKPYT
TMOCTPEIEHHBIMHY TITUIIAMU C 000OPaHHEIM OEIOCHEXKHBIM OolepeHneM. KUmupuc oriasgHyach:
Teyprudeckas 3aBeca, KOTopasi CKphIBaja OT IIOCTOPOHHUX I'Jla3 IYTh B €Tr0 TallHoe yOexKuile
Me[JIEHHO ¥ HeyMOJIIMO MCTOHYanachk. BOT u Bce, moceqHssg XpyInKasi Iperpajaa Mexay
IIPOIIJIEIM ¥ HACTOSIIUM ITPEBPATHUIIaCh B MePIAIONIyI0 TayTuHy. CKOPO HEe OCTAHEeTCS U 3TOTO.

Hamnpasnssce K aBepu, Kuupuc 3alenunach B3TJIsIAOM 3a CBOe OTpaKeHUe B 3epKasne. Bpsan nu
B HE¥ OCTajIoCh Tak y2K MHOI'O OT TOH, IIpeXXHel MeWpUuTuHL. [laxke B KIIeTKe, u3burtas u
u3MydeHHas, OHa BBITJIAAeNa Kyna 6ojee xkKuBol. Celiyac ocTajach JIUIE cepast KOCTIIsIBas
TeHb, TaKas XpynkKas u 0eCIIOMOIIHAS, YTO CJIOMUTh €e MOT [ake CKBO3HSK. Pa3Be 4To pora
OCTaJIUCh IPEKHUMH, XOTh Tellepb Ka3aIMuCh KAaKUMU-TO HeJIeI0-MaCCUBHEIMU. BripoueM,
Telepb 3TO He UMeJIo 3HadeHus. Huuero He uMeno 3HadeHus. OHa JOIXKHA UATH, JaxXKe eClu
KaXKIIHIY HOBBIM IIaT OTHUMAaET Bce OO0JbIlle CUJI, UCTOIaeT ee U 6e3 TOT0 OIIYCTOIIIeHHOE TeJIo.

3a mBephI0 KOMHATH HacnegHMKa KOCTEHM 0Ka3ajloCh HEITPUBHIYHO IIYCTO: HU I'BapAeiIleB, HU
dakenos. TombKO AIMHHAS IMyCTHIHHAS Tajiepesi, OTAaHHas Ha OTKYH IPUTAIYIIeHHBIM IIIOPOXaM
¥ ronocam. Kyma Bce mofieBajiuch?

Kuwupuc 1na ganbiie, BHU3 110 jJecTHuIle. Illar 3a marom ciryckanach B MECTO, I'Tie Bce OBIIOo
3HAKOMO — ¥ HE3HAKOMO OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

Korma Briepegu rpOMBIXHYJIO TaK CHJIBHO, YTO JIECTHHUIIA B3OPBHIKHYJIA U 3aXO0OUIa XOOYHOM,
BHYTPHU Kumpuc Bce mepeBepHyI0Ch. A TPOMKUI BOILTb OTYASHUS JIUIIb IOATBEPOUI €€
OOoTagKy:

— Cnacure umieparopa!



I''maBa gBagmarTh cegbMasi

OHa He ITIOMHUJIA, KaK OKa3anach BHU3Y. [Ipunosn3na unu ckaTuiack KybapeM — Kakas
pa3uuna? I'maBHoe, 4To OCKOJIOK OBLI 11e/IBIM, ¥ OHA [eprKaja ero Tak Kpemnko, 4To
KPOBOTOYMJIN ITaJIbIIEL. JIUITE KpaeM co3HaHus Kuupuc oTMeTHIa, 4YTO Te HEMHOTHE
BCTpPEYEHHEIE €10 JIIOOW, CMOTPEJIN Ha Hee, Oy[ATO Ha IpU3pakKa U OCEHSIN Ce0si OXpPaHHBIMU
3HaKaMH, CIIOBHO YBU[EJIM BOCCTABUIETO U3 MOTUIIL Ipu3paka. CKONBKO XK OHa IpoOkLIa Ha
Tol ctopoHe? Hemenu? Mecsanpl? CKOTBKO MOTJIa OJIUTHCA IIPOKJIATAs BOMHA, KOTOpas BOT-BOT
OTHUMET y Hee caMoe Joporoe?

— Xo3giKa... — OpoIIenTaja BCTaBilas Ha nyTu KopTta. PabeiHs Tak mobiemHerna, OyaTo u3
Hee Pa30M BBIKQ4Yasld BCIO KPOBb. — I'me THL...

Kuupuc orMaxHynack OT Hee. BOIIpockl, moragkuy, MPennooXeHuss — IIeayxa U CyeTa,
KOTOpas 3aMeqJisieT ee, OTHUMaeT BO3MOXKHOCTh CKa3aThb cCaMoOe BaxKHOe, IIpexXae 4YeM
BCTYIIUTD B IOCIEOHUM MOEOUHOK C CaMOM CODOOI.

B rmaBHOM 3are OBLTIO ellle IIyCTO, XOTsI B30yIopaxKeHHble OYPHBIMU BECTSIMU JIIOOU yKe
CTEKalHCh OTOBCIONY, NEPEIIENTHBASACH, YTOOH HE TPOU3HOCUTH BCIIYyX TOTO, YTO MOTJIO
HaBeKW M3MEHUTh MUPHBIN YKiian ux xku3HU. K cuacTteio, Kopra 60sbie He 3aaBaio
BOIIPOCOB, HO MOJI4Ya U YBEPEHHO [ToMoraJjla CBOeH I'oCcIioXkKe IPOABUTaThCS Jallbllle.

— Iloxkanyiicra, IouH...

Kuupuc ¢ TpynoM y3Hasna B 9TOM XPUIIJIOM, HAJIOMIIEHHOM OT HEBEIHOCUMEIX CTpafaHuMn
rosioce Hacnemuuka TeHu. [la ¥ caM OH BHITJISIAEN He JTydImuM o6pa3om. U306UTHIH,
U3yPOOOBAHHEIM PBAHLIM IIIPAMOM Yepe3 BCIO IIePEHOCUITY, OKPOBaBIE€HHLIN U I'PS3HEIN, PyHH
U3 MOCJIEJHUX CeJl HeC Ha pyKaxX CBOEro yMmuparolero 6parta. [I3WH ObIJT CIIUIITKOM OOJIBIITUM
Iona Hero, HacnemHUK TeHU efBa IlepeCcTaBiIgall HOTH, edBa OepxKaJicsa poBHO. KaKabI HOBHIM
mIar pBajl ero rpynb KPUKOM, B KOTOPOM 6e3bICXOIHOCTH OBINIO OOJIbIlle, YeM KalOCTU K CBOEMY
U3yBEeYEHHOMY BOMHOM Tey.

— IIs1iH, 3acpaHell, He yMmupai!

PyHH Bce-Taku chajics. YIan Ha KOJIeHHU, IpuxuMas K cebe Tejio 6pata. CiiyKKu GPOCUIIHCE K
HHUM, HO TeHEePOXKIEHHEIH 3aphiuyall Ha HUX, KaK CTOPOXKEBOH I1eC: OH, CJIOBHO 0e3yMell, MOJIHII
0 IIOMOIIY, HO He OBLJI TOTOB ee IPUHSAThL. B MITHOBEHUE OKa B pykKe PyHHa MOSBUIICS
M3Ma3aHHBIM, TaBHO TPEOYIOMIUM YUCTKY KUHXKaJjl. HacnemHUK TeHU GecCleTbHO U OTYasSTHHO
pa3MaxuBaj UM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OTIIYTHBAI KaxkKa0T0, KTO OCMEJIUJICS IIPUGIU3UTHCS.

— TlpoknsaTee, [I91iH, — ropedsb pa3opBalia ero rojoc, IpeBpaTuia To JIX B CTOH, TO JIU B
PBIK, — He OCTaBJIsii MeHs omHoro. Kem st 6ymy 6e3 Tebs...

Eme Hukorga Kuupuc He BuAena, 4yToOB My2K4YHHA IJTaKaJjl TakK OT4YasTHHO. Ellle HUKOTIa OHa
He Bupena, 4ToOk IpaBaa, KOTOpast BCKPBLIACH CITYCTSI CTOJIBKO JIEeT, Oblla TaKOU
COKPYILUTEJIbHOU.

U HuKOrOa B XKM3HU OHA HEe BHIEJA, YTOOLI TaK CUJIPHO U3YBEUYEHHHIN YEJIOBEK BCE-EIIe
ocTaBajics XkKuB. ['onoBa [I9iiHa cBucaia 60K, CBETJIBIe BOJIOCH ITPEBPATUIINCh B KPOBABO-
TPsI3HBIN KJTOK. KpOBB 3ajiiia BCe ero JIUII0 U, KaK BOp, YKpasia mMio6uMbe YePTH. Jlociiexu
CMSIJIUCh B TAK MHOTHUX MECTaX, YTO BPSL JIX B Tejie [[3¥Ha 0CTaIoCh TaK YK MHOTO LEJIBIX
KocTel. U Bce XKe, x03siuH HaTpe3cko nmMiepuu OBII IO CUX TTOP KUB. Y ero B3rjIsa[ uX-Tof
OKPOBABJIEHHBIX PECHUI] CMOTPEJ IIPSMO Ha Hee, CKBO3b MOJTHAJIMBYIO TOJIIIY TEl.

Kuupuc pBaHyna Brepen — OTKyHa W CUIIH B3sytuch! OKa3ajachk pSAOoOM HaIljieBaB Ha TO, YTO B
mophIBe 6e3yMHOM 6paTCKOU /TI06BU PYyHH yCIIes mOJIOCHYTh ee KMHKAJIOM 1o mievy. bonu He
OBII0, OHA PACTBOPUIACH BO BHYTPEHHEM OTHE, KOTOPHIM CTAHOBUJICS BCe JKapye C KaXKOou
CEKyHIOM.

— [aiiH, cnyurakt MeHss. — Kuuprc o6xBaTuia ero JUI0 TagoOHsAIMU, HaKJIOHUIACh TaK OJIM3KO,
YTO ero pegKoe MPepPhIBUCTOE ABIXaHWe KOCHYJIOCH ee Ty0 MpeACcCMePTHLIM MOIleTyeM. —
ITocmoTpu Ha MeHsI, Mo umIepaTop. CoCpemoToYbCsa Ha TOM, YTO S Te6e CKaxy.

— EmMy HyXKeH JieKapb, — CKyIo 6pocun PyHH.



— Jlekapp eMy yXKe He IIOMOXKET, — OrpeI3Hyack Kuupuc. — Ho ThI MOXKeEIIb KOE 4TO
coenaTh, Hacneguuk tenu. Hanpumep, BCMOMHUTE O TOM, UTO ThHl — CJIEOYIOIINU HaCJIEeOHUK
uMnepun. M oToaTh NprUKa3 He MPUKACAThCS K TEJTy TBOero OparTa.

— T#ol... 6e3ymHal

— O pga! — Kunpuc HaHM3aja ero Ha CBOU OeCHomamHeIi B3rIsin. — [locTaTouHo 6e3yMHa,
4TOGRI CHesaTh TO, YTO [OJIXKHA CHEeJlaTh HEe3aBHCHUMO OT TOT'O, IIOMOKEITs Th MHe uix HeT. Ho
mydie OBl TH foKa3as 1t060Bb K 6paTy HE CJIOBOM, a [EJIOM.

— I'me Pacnep? — 3a4eM-TO CIIPOCHUII OH.
— TaM, O0TKyfa He BO3BpalllaloTCs.
Cyxo# KaleJsb [[3#iHa mpepBaa UX pas3roBOp. Boru, OH gaXe MBITANICs YIIBIOHYThCS!

— Kuupuc, — KpoBb 00MIBHO 3aTeKJIa B TPEIIMHKY Ha ero rybax, caenanl uX HeeCTeCTBEHHO
abIMU, CJIOBHO yV eMOHa U3 HeTCKOU cTpaimmuiaku. — He HyXKHO mesnarTsh ... IIIyIoCcTel.

— ¢ HMKOTI[Ia ellle He MBICJIMJIA TaK TPE3BO U SICHO, MOU JTIIOOMMBIN HUMIIepaTop, — OTBETHIIa
oHa. Cne3 He OBIJIO, IIOTOMY YTO CJIE3BI — 3TO BCETO0 JIMIIL CI1ab0CTh, KOTOpast 0obIle ObINIa el
He o KapMaHy. — He ciylnaii HUKoro, Mol uMmrnepartop. ¥ uau TojIpK0O Ha MOU I'OJIOC.

— ToI Takas ympsiMasi, MO€ POraToe MPOKJIsiTHE, — Ipo6opMoTan [3iH 1 3aKphT rina3a. OH
Tasijl, CJIOBHO IIPM3PaK, CTAHOBUJICS BCe OiemHee.

— He ympsiMelt My>K4YHUHBI, KOTOPHIM CO30all UMIIEPUIO BCEM HAllepPEKOp, — OTBETHIIA OHA. —
Wpnu 3a muOH, [1911H. He oGopauuBaiicsa Ha3af, UIU MOM rojoc. Thl HY2KeH CBOUM JIIOMSM,
CcBOe# cTpaHe. [IOMHUIIE, THI TOBOPHUJII, UTO OJIXKEeH 3a00TUThECS 000 Bcex Hac? Tak U eCTs.
IToaTomy, mpoiry Tebsi, He YXOOH.

OHa 3HaJIa, YTO cedyac yKe HUYEero Hejb3s U3MEHUTh, HO BCE PABHO C OTYASTHHEM XKOajla elne
XOTsT OB OJTHO ero CJIoBO. [1nakKana, POHsIS Cle3hbl Ha ero JIUIO, ¥ MBICJIEHHO YMOJIsiia Cyabp0y
CXKaJIUThCS HAO HUM.

HBﬁH Y2Ke He OTKPHIJI I'lla3, HO BCe-TaKU BBINOXHYII. HOTHHYJ'ICH K Hel, 3aCTOoHal, u KI/II/IpI/IC
BHE3aITHO OCTPO OCO3Hajla, 4TO BII€PBbIE€ BUOUT €I0 c1aboCThb.

— Kuwupuc, nooberltaii mo3aboTUTHCS 0 HUX. — ET0 ronoc Obi1a emBa CablllieH. — ThI CUIbHAS,
TBL CMOXKEIIIb.

— 4 cpenaio Koe-4To mojy4le — m103abo4ych 0 MOEM UMIIEpaTope.
Bpsin nu oH ycCrEBIIan ee NociegHue CIoBa.
HUmnepaTtop [OaiiH, HaciegHUK TyHB OOMbIlle He OTKPHIJI T/1a3 U He MPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA.

Kuupurc npuTpoHyJach K €ro ellle TemJIkM I'ybaM MMoienyeM, B KOTOPBIM BIOXKHUJIa BCIO CBOIO
J1I000Bb, ¥ BCIO OTYASTHHYIO BEPY B TO, UYTO B 3TOM MHUPE OH €Il[e CMOXKET COBEPIIUTH
MHOXK€ECTBO I'DAHIMO3HLIX Bemled. A oHa OymeT CylecTBOBaTh II0 Ty CTOPOHY pPealbHOCTH, 3Has
— B HEM HaBCerJa OCTaHeTCS YacTUYKa ee OYIIH.

— OH... ymep? — npobopmoTtan PyHH.

— MHe Hy>KHO COBEPIIUTh TPaypHbIE IPUTOTOBIEHUS IO 3aKOHAaM MOero Hapoga. — Kuupuc
HapOYHO IIPOUTHOPHPOBajia 6€CCMEBICIIEHHBIN BOIIPOC. BpeMeHu ropeBaTh, IjlakaTh U
3aJlaMbIBaTh PYKHU ¥ Hee He ObI0. OTO 6ecCMEBICTIeHHAas TIeTa IPUCyllla CMEPTHEIM, a OHA,
KpoBs 60T0B, coenaeT To, K YeMy IaBHO M 6€30Ir0BOPOYHO T'OTOBA: BEHIPBET Y KOCTNIsABOM CBOETO
[stiHa, U IyCcTh XOTh OOTM BOCCTAHYT U3 CBOUX HEOECHEIX MOTHJI ¥ 3aTOPOIAT €M IyTh — OHa
HEe OCTaHOBUTCS.

— Hy? — notoponuna Kuupuc, korga PyHH Tak u He nolieBenuicsa. — MMoepaTop yMep, TH
MOXKeIlb U Jasblle u3o0paxkaTh CKOpOb, HO JTydllle felall 3TO, IoMoTrasi MHe.

Korma mo OKPY2KaIOIIuX OOoIIeJI CMBICII €€ CJIOB, POIIOT IIPOHECCS Ha[ TOJITIOMN. KI/II/IpI/IC
MBICJIEHHO COCYHTaJla OO0 TpeX U — TaK M €CTh: BIlepen y2Ke IMIPOTUCKUBAJIUCh I'eHepalbl U
MHUHHUCTPEI, COBETHHUKH, KOTOPHIE OCTAJIUCh B 3aMKe TYMaHOB IIPDUCMATPUBATE 3a OeJlaMH, II0Ka



MMIIEPATOP OTBOEBHIBAI [IJISI CBOEr0 HApOoa ellle OOWH KyCOK 3eMJIH ¥ 6e30IIaCHOCTh 3a0/IHO.

— A BOT ¥ CTEPBSITHUKH, — HETPOMKO, TaK, 4YTOOBI yCJIBIIIIA JIKIL PYHH, IPOKOMMEHTHPOBAlla
oHa. — TbI obelray MHe, IOMHUIIL?

HacnegHuk TeHn KHBHYIJI, a CJIEAOM 3a 3THUM II0 ero JIn1y CKOJIb3HYJIa TEHb IIOOO0O3PEHUI.
— TeI c camoro Hayasna 3Hajua, 4TO ... MOU 6paT He BepHeTCA KUBBIM?

— Ha. — A K yeMmy 101uTh? JIOXKb UL YKPAOeT y Hee BpeMsi, KOTOpOoe B HaHHBEIM MOMEHT
OBLI0 UX C [[3WHOM eIMHCTBEHHOM IIeHHOCTHIO. — M 3HAl0, YTO JOJIKEH caeinaTh Thl. Unmu
HacnepgHuK TeHU pellany, YTO HOCTATOYHO CHUJIEH, YTOOLI HeCTU OpeMsi MMIIepaTOPCKOH
KOPOHBI?

TeHePOKIEHHLIM OTIIATHYJICS, CJIOBHO OHA BJIETIMJIa €My YBECUCTYIO OILIEYXY. DTOT yOap
ToTaj TOYHO B IEJTb, IOTOMY YTO OHU 0a 3Hanu, uTo PyHH MedYTan 0 KOPOHE JIUITL Ha CJIOBaX.
BonTan o Bnactu 6e3 YMOJIKY, YTOOBI IIO3JIUTh CTapIIero 6paTta 3a HeTCKue 0OUObI, B KOTOPBIX
OOBUHWUII €r0 ITPOCTO ITOTOMY, UTO OOJIbIIIE BUHUTDH OBIJIO HEKOTO.

— 4 ue Xouy OLITH HMIIepaTopoM, — OTBETHUII PYHH TBep,uo 1 pEelmnTeIJIbHO.

— Papa, 9TO MBI 06a TOHMMaeM 3TO, HO BIIpedb He Kpu4yu 00 3TOM B MHP, — 3allluIesia Ha HETO
MeiipuTuHa. Ellle He XBaTaio, YTOOHI BCe 3TH COBETHUKM U JKaAHbIE IO BIACTH mpuxiaebaTenu
YXBaTHUJIMCH 3@ IOBOM PACTAILIUTL UMIIEPUIO IO KYCKY, CJIOBHO ITAKaJkl, O TOT0, KaK OHA
COBepIIUT 3amyMaHHoe. — Celiyac Tebe MPUOETCS UM CTaTh, XOTS ObI Ha KaKOe-T BPeEMSI.

K cuactrio, OH He cTajl paccIpallrBaTh, YTO UMEHHO OHa cobupaeTcs chenath. BeposiTHO, He
XOTeJI 3HaJI TOTO, YTO He BKJIAObIBAJIOCh B €T0 PAMKH HOPMaIbHOCTHU. MJIM TPOCTO OTKA3bIBAJICS
B3BAJIUTh Ha CBOM IIJIEYH eIlle ¥ 3TOT I'Py3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. Kuupuc He ocyxkpaana, JIUIIb C
MoIb00ii Bo B3TJIsAEe IPOCUIIa HOBOUCIIEUeHHOI 0 UMIlepaTopa AaTh el To HeMHOI'0e, YTO OHa
mpocuia: BpeMs u Teno [aiiHa. OH man. Y Korma COBETHUKY NMIPEKJIOHSIN KOJIEHU IIepen
HOBBIM MMIIEPATOPOM, IT000EIai, 4YTo JUYHO yOheT KaXKIoro, KTO IIOCMEET BCTAaTh MEXKIY
MEeWPUTUHOHN U TeJIoM ero O6para.

Tpayp @0 caMoro Beuepa yTOHYI B PyTHUHE, B KOTOPOH, cTapaHusiMu BepHolt KopThl, Kumnpuc
y3HaJla I'7laBHOe: uX ¢ Pacrnepom cuuTanu IponaBIIMMU yKe HECKOIbKO MecsieB. Cpenu
KUTEJIEW 3aMKa CaMbIM JIIOOMMBIM OBIJI CJIyX O TOM, 4TO Oe3yMHBIN HaciemgHUK KocTen
BOCIIOJTE30BAJICSI OTCYTCTBHMEM OpaTa, 4TOOH MpuOpaTh K PyKaM ero Ji0uMyr0 pabbIHio, a
notoM, Korpa u Pacnep He 06bsaBUIICS, UCTOPUS 00pocia 6ojiee POMaHTUUYECKUM (hIIepOM:
BIIOOJIEHHEBIE pemuiu cOeKaTh U3-II0J THETA BJIaCTHOTO [[31HA, U Tereph CYaCTINBO JKUBET
rme-To B moMullke y Mopsi. Bo3spatenue Kunuprc 6e3 cBoero «BepHOro IpruHila» HakKaHyHe
TmeYaabHOT0 COOBITHUSI COYJIM OYPHBIM MpeA3HaMeHoBaHueM. Ecniu Gbl He 3ampet PyHHa
IIpUKacaThCs K Hel mof cTpaxoM cMepTu, Kunpuc 661 gaBHO 6POCUIN B TEMHUILY.

EQWHCTBEHHBIM, KTO [0 TIOCTIEIHETO KaaJjl €e BO3BpAllleHus, OBl MOJapeHHEIH [[3HHOM IIIeHOK
¢dupa. KopTa ¢ rpycThio pacckasaja O TOM, YTO XKMUBOTHOE CIIePBa [IOJITO CUAETI0 OKOJIO
KOMHaTHI Paciepa ¥ CMeHUJI IPONAaBIIETO HACJIEAHUKA Ha MTOCTY BOIOIIEro mo Hodyam. Kopra
nmogkKapMImBaia Gupa, MIOTOMY YTO OKa3ajiach eIMHCTBEHHOM, KOMY OH IO3BOJISIII O cebe
3a00TUTHCSI. ITH OBOE, Ka3aI0Ch, TIOHUMAaIU APYT Opyra 6e3 cioB. Kuupuc mompocusna PyHHa
oTriycTuTh KopTy. OHa ObljIa OYTH YBEPEHA, YTO TOT OTKaXKeT, HoO HacnemHuK TeHU cpasy
cornacwics. Kopra yuia Ha 3akaTte, u ¢up yuiesn BMecTe ¢ Hedl. Kuupuc 3Hanma — 3Tu gBoe
CMOTy OPYT O APyTe m03ab0TUTHCS.

Kuuprc nmonpocursa, 9TOOH TEJIO MMIIEpATOpPa OMYyCTUIIN B CKJIET, TTie OBIJI IOXOPOHEH ero
oTell. B mpoucxopsimiei BOKPYT BaKxaHaJIMM 3aMOK CO BCEMH ero O0UTATENsIMU CTaJl CITUIIKOM
IIYMHBEIM MECTOM. B KaMeHHOM MpUCTaHUIIE CKJIella OHa Halllyla ITOKOM, TUIIUHY U YeqUHeHue
C MI00UMBIM. KHUPHC [ONT0 ¥ HETOPOIIIMBO OMEIBAjIa €T0 TEJIO, BEIYeChIBalla OJINHHEIE BOJIOCH
¥ HaclaXkgajiachb KaXXOou yepToi 6eCKOHeYHO pogHoro uiia. OH He yMep, HeT. OH CTOUT 3a
OBEPBIO U XKET Ty, YTO YKaXKeT eMy oOpaTHBIHA myTh. [l0OTOMY YTO OHA JHUIITLF KPOXOTHAS
YyacTU4Ka, 0€3 KOTOPOM MHUD HEe PyXHET B IPOIACTh, a [I3WH — CKaja, 0 KOTOPYIO Pa300bI0TCs
BCe HEB3TOJBl MHOTOTBHICSIYHOM UMIIepuu. MUp He CTaHeT JIydllle UJIh Xy2Ke, eCIIU OHa,
TIOCTIEOHSSI MEUPUTHHA, IPEBPATUTCSA B MM 0e3 BOCIIOMUHAaHMH, Cynbp0y 6e3 OymyIero.

OCKOJIOK OHa IMOCTaBuJia TaK, YTOOBI BUAETH B €T0 OTpaxkeHuu ymuo [stiHa. [me-To Tam, mo Ty
CTOPOHY PEJIMKBUH, ee UMIlepaTop OponuT 6ecTeeCHOM HeIPUKassHHONW TEHBIO, M KaXaas



MUHYyTa IPOMEJIEHUsI OTHAIsIIIa UX OPYT OT Apyra B 9TOM O€CKOHEeYHOM J1abupUHTE.

PyHH, Kak OHa ¥ IIpocwuia, OSIBUJICS, eBa ceJio conHIle. OH GOJIbIlle He BHITJISIIE
3aTpaBJIEHHBIM, HO ¥ CHACTBbSI OT OOPEeTEeHHOM BJIaCTU Ha ero julle He Obly1o. TOIbKO
OecKOHeYHasl TOCKA UM JKeJlaHMe HaWTHU XOTs Obl KPDOXOTHYIO JIa3eiKy, 4TOOkI cOekaTh OT
BJIACTH, KOTOPas OKa3ajacCh [JI1 Hero HeIIOCUJILHOU HOILIEH.

— Ockonok? — PyHH OCMOTpPeN Ha HeTro ¢ oTBpaueHueM. — OH KaK-TO CBSI3aH C
ncye3HoBeHueM Pacrnepa?

— Ecnu Tebs melCTBUTEILHO HHTEPECYeT OTBET, 1 MOT'y CKa3aTh, HO 3TO BCe PABHO yXkKe
HHUYero He u3MEeHUT. MEI BCe CTaIl 3aJI0KHUKAaMHU 00CTOSTe/IbCTB ¥ KaXKIbIH HAIleI CBOH
IIyCcThb Ha cBoOOmy. Pacnep, Kak THI U, CHesan BEIOOp. MHe He X0YeTCs AyMaTh, YTO €ro XepTBa
OLIyTa HAITPaCHOM.

PyHH He cTan JIyKaBUTH U OCTAJICS BEPEH CBOeM Hel0BU K MIaaiieMy OpaTy: HOBOCTE 00
HCYe3HOBeHUM Paciiepa ero HUCKOJIBKO He OrOpYMiia. B CTpeMUTENIbHO KPYIIaIeMcss MUpPe 3Ta
CTabUIBbHOCTE IIpefaBaa Kuupuc yBepeHHocTu. I1o KpaliHell Mepe, 9TO MeCTO He OymeT
HUCIIa4vKaHO JI0XKBI0.

— ThI gOoKeH coenaTh 3TO, PYHH OpHol MHE He CIIPDABUTLCAA.

Eif He HYKHO OBIIIO OOBSICHSITh, YTO MMEHHO OT Hero TpeboBasiock: HaciemgHUK TeHUW BCe TOHSIT
6e3 cioB. IToHST — ¥ BO BTOPOH pa3 3a JAeHb OCTYIUIICS, MATSICh Ha3ad. Kumpuc mouia Ha
Hero, Io¥Ma’a 3a PyKy IO TOro, KaK OH OKa3aJICs Ha JIECTHUIle U 3aTamuia oopatHo. OH He
yIumparcsi, HO IOIy4YuB cBoOoAy, 00s3aTesibHO OBl HOBa MONBITANICS cOexkaTth. [TpuImocsy
BIIEIIUTHCS €0 JIAIOHL CMEPTEILHOM XBAaTKOW: €CJIM U BEIPBETCS, TaK y2K BMECTE C PYKOI.

— Bo MHe CNIHIIKOM MHOTO ... MeHs. — Kak e eMy 00bsICHUTB, YTO TOJIBKO U30aBjieHUe OT
pPeanbHOCTH IIO3BOJIUT € 0c1abuTh OCTAaTKK CBOUX Aym? — $1 — I1eHa 3a ero Xku3Hb, PyaH. TH
160 IpUHeCeNb B JXePTBY MeHS, 1100 OCTaHEIIbCSI B BeKaX HUKYABIIIHLIM UMIIepaTopoM. MEbI
o6a 3HaeM, 4TO He ThI ObLI POXKIEH [ 9TOro, Mbl 006a 3HaeM, YTO TBOM TI'JIaBHEIM IIOCTYIIOK B
KU3HU ellle TOJIbKO IIPeICTOUT coBepInuTh. He cpaxalicss IpoTUB TOrO, 4TO OBIJIO PEIleHo He
Hamu. [IpoCTO UCIIONIHU CBOE NpefHa3Ha4dYeHUe.

— 4 He MoOry, — 00pEeYeHHO IIPOCTOHATI TEHEPOXKIEHHbIN.

— Moxemb. — Ecnu moTpebyeTcss, OHa CTaHeT yTecoM, 00 KOTOPHIM pa300bI0TCS BCE BOJIHHI
er0 HepeluTeIbHOCTH. JIydiiie Obl, KOHEYHO, He 3aTATUBATh C 9TUM CJIMIIIKOM AOIT0. —
Mozkelllb U Cchaelaellb.

— HenaBuKy TOT meHb, Korga npuBe3 Tebs B Mepon, — BHEIIUTIOHY €U B uiio PyrH. O0XBaTHI
ee 3a TaJuio, IPUTSIHYI K cebe.

IlneBaTh, OH TOBOPUT 3TO OT OECCUNTHUS.

Bce oHu mro6unu ee, Kaxablli mo-cBoeMy. M oHa, II0-CBOEMY, HOPOXKUIIA KaXKIBIM M3 HUX.
Bo3mokHO, KoTHa-HuOyAb, KOT{la OHU M UX [€TH, U BHYKHU, U IETU BHYKOB CTAHyT IPaXxoM B
3eMJie, el OymeT mapoBaHO mpoilenue. To, KoTopoe Kuupuc He XxoTena ¥ He MOTJjIa JaTh cebe
CaMOo¥.

— TrI 006s13aTEJILHO ellle 6}7):[61115 CYaCTIIUB, PYHH, — CKa3alJla OHa, YCIIYZKJINBO IIOOCTaBJIAA
oIero.

Ero pyka He ApPOTHYyJa, U MacTEPCKOE MPUKOCHOBEHUE K IlIee 0Ka3aJIoCh MOYTH MIPUSITHO-
JTaCKOBBEIM. KMMPHC yCIbIlIana, Kak IHe-TO BHYTPH €€ TOJIOBHL pa3fmasics pa30dapoBaHHBIN
BOILIb U CYACT/IUBO YJILIOHYIACE.

PyHH GepexKHO yI0XKHUII ee OKOJIO 6paTa, Tak, YToOw mepen cMepTh Kunpuc Moria BUAETH B
3epkasie orpaxkenwue [IaitHa. OHa He pa3obpana ero COMBYUBLIN MIETIOT, TOTOMY YTO OBITa
CIUIIKOM ciaba, YTOOBI XBaTaThCS 32 HEHYKHYI0O U 0€CCMBICIIEHHYIO peanbHOCTh. Ee mecTo
6n110 TaM, B OCKOJIKE.

2Kus3Hb MeIeHHO ¥ HeyMOJIMMO BHITEKAaJjla U3 Hee, IpeBpalasch B Iogo0ue JOporo KPpacHOTo
1IeKa Ayist ux ¢ [I9HOM CTPAHHOTO JioKa. KUUpKC OTYassHHO TSHYJIach K 3epKaiy, 3Bajia
PEJIUKBHU ¥ MMOOUMHSIA CBOEH Bojie. A KOTa, HaKOHeIl, IJIafKas II0BEPXHOCTh PacIaxHylach



nepeq Hell, MeMpPUTUHA CXBaTulla TeHb [[591iHa 3a pyKy ¥ OOHUM PBLIBKOM, B KOTOPBIM BIOXKMIIA
BCE CUJIBI, BEITOJIKHYJIa B PEaJbHOCTb.

«IToxkanyiicta, IycTh BCe nony4dutcs. [loxanyiicTa, moxanyucra, moxanyucra...»

Mup pacoiabIBajICcs mepeq ria3aMu, ee CTPEMUTEIbLHO YTaCKUBAI0 B 3€PKaJIbHEIM BOOOBOPOT, B
MUD, TIle XXUBBIM He OBITIO MecTe. B Mup, rme oHa pa3MeHsiia ce6st Ha Kyga 6ojiee BaXXHYIO
XKHU3Hb YeI0BeKa, KOTOPOro ao6uia BCeM CBOMM M3PAHEHHBIM CEPHIEM.

Ho nepep TeM, Kak OHa OKOHYATEJILHO IIepeliarHyia 3a rpalb, Kuupuc Bce Xke yBumesna B
OTpaXKeHWH, KaK JIPOTHYJIU CBETJIbIe PeCHUIH [[9iiHa, KaK OH, MOpIIa JIo0, C TPyAOM
OTKPBIBAET TJIa3a, NpobyzKaasiCh CJIOBHO OTO CTOJIETHETO CHa.

— Kuwnpuc...?

OHa Bce-Taku ycliella II0JapyUTh eMy IIOCJIeIHIO YIbIOKY — U yIasna. be3 coxkanenus, 6e3
packKasiHus, TOUHO 3HAasl, YTO He KeJiajia Obl IPOXKUTH MHOM KU3HHU, €CJIU TOIBKO TaK MOTJIa
y3HATh CBOEro umiiepaTopa. M mpoxwuia OB TAaKyIO e XXKU3Hb CHOBA U CHOBa, MHOXKECTBO Pas,
JIUIITEH OBI ellle XOTh pa3 YBUOETD JIYYMKU MOPIIUHOK BOKPYT €ro Tas.

«4 ke roBopuin, uTo Tebe 3mechk He MecTo, KpoBs 6OToB».
«I'oBOpHII, — COrJIacUIaCh OHA, — KaK U Tebe».

Pacnep XPHIIJIO ¥ 2KECTKO paCCMesJICi. KI/II/IpI/IC He X0TeJla OTrJIdObIBaThCs, HE X0TeJla BUOETh,
YeM OH yCIIeJI CTaTh, pa3 KaKUM-TO 9YyOOM COXPAaHHUJI 2KM3Hb, a4 €llle U TaK 3allPpOCTO
pacXaxXmBaeT TaM, I'le eMy He MeCTO. U Bce xe, oHa II0CMOTpPeI1a.

ToYHO Tak ke, Kak ¥ OHA, OH OBIJT MpegHa3HaueH CyabpOOM [Jisi TOro, YTOOBI CTATh BOT 9TUM:
6e3ynpeyvHBIM, UIeaTbHEIM BJIafleJIbIleM 3TOT0 MPAYHOTr'O IMOCJIEIHET0 IIPUCTAHUIIA 320y aImnx
oy, OH GoJbllle He BBITIISIAEN IOTePSIHHBIM ABAOIAaTUIETHUM MOJIOOLIM MY2KYHHOM, OH OBLI
KECTKUM XO03IUHOM CaMOM CMEepPTH, e[Ba JIU He TaKUM XKe IIOJTHOIIPaBHLIM, KaK M caMa
KoctnaBas. Ero Teno nyisCcUpoBao pa3pyIlInuTeIbHOU aypou. boru, oH xe...

«JI97H BCerga y4ujl MeHs: IIOKOPU TO, C YEM HE MOXKEITb CIIPABUTHLCS, — BTOPTCS B HOTAOKy
ero royjoc. — 2Kanb, He MOTy moKa3aThk Tebe COTHU MHUPOB, TAe s ycnen nmobsBaTh, KpoBb
6oroB. 2Kasnb, T He MOZKeIIlb Pa3fgeiuTh CO MHOM 3TO TOHYaMIIee HaclaxaeHue. — U yxe
THIIE, C IOYTHU MPeXkHeHd rpycThio. — 2Kanb, 94To Tebe yxKe Imopa yXOOUTh».

«4 HEe MoTy, 1 ymMepna».
«Korpa sTakas Oe3penulla MeHsI OCTaHaBIMBalla?» — YCMEXHYJICS OH.

A moTOoM yTOTIUII ITAJIBIE B ee OeCTeIeCHOM IIJIOTH, BLIPBIBasi, CJIOBHO IIPOKJISIThIE HAPOCTHI, TO
HEMHOTI'0e, YTO OCTaJIOCh OT OTPABJISIOIINX ee unocrace. Ob6merdesnre GbUI0 TAKUM
COKpyImmMTeNbHEIM, uT0 Kuuprc HenpeMmeHnHo ynana 6w1, Ho Pacnep npusinek ee K cebe.

«TrI Tenepb caMa cMepTh, HacrnegHuK KocTeu? [lepBo3gaHHast TEPYyrus?»

«f — aTo Bcero numb 51, KpoBs 60roB. YXoOu, — OH OPE3TJIMBO CTPSIXHYJI C HaJIbIIeB TEMHEIE
CT'YCTKH €€ IIOKaJIeYeHHBIX OYII, — KMBU 3a HaC OBOUX».

«ITotimemM co MHOM!»

«W pa3MeHsATh 002KeCTBEHHOE Ha cMepTHoe? MoxkeT ObITh, KOTfma-Hubyab, KOrga MHe HaloecT
9Ta THUIIWHA...» — Paciep yXMBIIbHYJICS — U BBITOJIKHYJ ee 00paTHO.



nujiaor

IlTecmb nem cnycms:

Jlouragu ObUTH TpeKpacHHL. [IBa O€T0CHEKHEIX Kepediia, MIMHHOHOTUX U CTPOUHBIX, KPETIKUX
¥ HOPOBHUCTHIX. Ha KaX[oro u3 napsl NPUIIIOCH BEIAATH 10 IBa KOHIOXA, HO ¥ TAKOMY TaHOEMY
OBLIIO CJIOKHO CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOOOMOTIOOUBEIMY JKMBOTHBIMU.

— 4 3Hana, 4to PYHH He OCTaBUT IJIEMSIHHUKOB 6€3 0COOEeHHOI 0 II0gapKa B NEHb UX
IIATHUIICTUSA.

Kunprc moTUXoHBKY BCTajla: HOIIA BTOPOY OepeMeHHOCTH Obljla OYeHb MPUSTHOM, HO OHA

TOTOBUJIACh POJAUTH YXKe K KOHIY CJIEAyIOolle Hegeau U, YeCTHO T'OBOPSI, ITIOPSOKOM ycTaia
YyBCTBOBATH Ce0sI HEYKITIOKUM KOJIOOKOM. CITIOBHO yCJIBIXaB €€ MBICIH, PeOEHOK B JKUBOTE
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 HeOOBOJILHO ITHYIICH.

— Henp3s OBITH TAKOM BpemHOW, MaJieHbKasi HACJIeOHUIIA, — JIACKOBO Ioxypwuia ee Kuupuc,
yCIIOKauBalolle orjiaxKuBas XKUBOT JIafoHbi0o. — Hy, 110 KpaliHell Mepe, 0O TeX IOp, II0Ka TBOU
oTel] He JacCT Ha 3TO CBOET0 pa3pelleHns.

— Ecnu 1o ke caMmoe ThI TOBOpuJIia OJIM3HEIaM, MOU UMIIEPATPUIIA, TO S HaUMHAIO TOHUMATHh,
OTKyIla UX CBOEHpaBUe U HEIOCIIyIIaHue.

[aiiH 0TOOPAI IOBOM Yy KOHIOXOB, CIIOKOWHO BEIAEPZKajl JYPHYIO PEaKIIMI0 KOHS Ha IIOILITKY €ro
YCMHUPUTD: KUBOTHOE BCTAJIO Ha OBIOBI, 3aCTYYasIo KOMBITAMH 10 BO3AYXY, I'PO3s OCTAaBUThH HA
Harjelle OTIIeYaTKy MTOOKOB. IMIIepaTop pBaHy MOBOM, BEIHYXKOAs KOHS YTOMOHUTLCSA. U
cIesan 3TO ellle HeCKOJIbKO pa3, MoKa xkepebell, HAaKOHEell, He YCTal COMMPOTUBISATLCSA. TOIBKO
IIOTOM I103BOJIKI cebe caboCTh IIOTpPenaTh KOHS II0 TOJIOBE, IOTrJIaUTh XOJIEeHEIH JIOCHSIIUNCS
0OO0K.

HMnepaTop H3TPE30B YCMUPSIIT M IOKOPSIJI BCE, YTO Keajl YMUPUTh U IIOKOPUTH, U 3a IIEeCTh
JIeT COBMECTHOM XKH3HU KUupuc He ITOMHUIIA HU €IUHOTO UCKJTIOYEHUS U3 MaHHOTO mpaBuia. B
9TOM OFRIJT BeCh [I9¥H: ero BOJIs ObIJIa IePBOM U IIOCIIeTHEeH HeIllpeIoXKHOW UCTHHONW. PaHbIle
Kuupuc Ka3amoch, YTO UMEHHO B 3TOM U 3aKJIIOYAETCsI er0 TUPAHUs, HO KaXKObIH OeHb
COBMECTHOM XKM3HU JIOKa3kIBaj 00paTHOE: TOTBKO HaBe[ds MOPSOOK, HAYYUB JIIOOeH BUMETD U
TIOHUMATh MPAaBUIbHEIE BEIA JaKe CKBO3b TYMaH BOWHEI, MOXKHO HAyYHUTh UX MBICJTUTD U
XKUTb. UMEHHO TakK IIpo3pejia OHa caMa.

— Kak 6yaTo 51 He MOTY KyIIUTh CBOMM CBHIHOBbSIM KOHEHM, — MeJjlaHO mpoBopyYal [I3#H, XOTh U
crenoi OB YBUIE — OH AOBOJIEH. Y He CTOJIBKO ITOJapKOM, CKOTBKO TeM, YTO PyHH, BIepBHIE
3a IIeCTh JIeT IIocje 6ercrsa, maj o cebe 3HATh.

JT0 mocmanue OBII0 HEMHOTOCIIOBHBEIM: BCETO Iapa CTPOK Ha JOPOroM IIepraMeHTe C 30JI0TOM
neuatwio. [Toxenauust Hacrmeguuky TymMaHa u HacnemHUKY OTHS PAaCTH KPEIKUMU ¥ CMEJIBIMH,
CUIBLHBIMHU ¥ MYyIPBIMH, KaK WX oTell. 1 Hu HaMeKa O TOM, YTO C HUM Tellepb U B KaKOu
CTOpPOHE CBETa ero MCKaTh.

— Hx cOpys CTOUT HECKOJILKUX lepeBeHb, — 3aMeTusla Kuupuc, npubIu3uBIIUCh K MyKY. —
TBo# 6GpaT TOBOPUT, YTO Y HETO BCE XOPOIIIO, U T'He Obl OH HU OBLJI, KeM OBl HU CTaJl, II0 KpaliHe#
Mepe, OH He OefiCTBYeT.

— Ila yx, eciu PyHH CHIT ¥ OKPY2K€H XKEHITUHAMHY, TO ero Oyayllee ssiCHO, KaK COJTHEYHBIN
IeHb.

— VBepeHa, Opart elle He pa3 TeOs YAUBUT.

O6a xkepebila Kocuauch Ha Kuupuc ronyosiMu rina3amMu, He IIPOSIBIISAS HU KallId OPYyKeno0us.
Omna He 0osinace, Bemb psAmoM Ovl 91H — ee cKaja oT Bcex HeB3ron. Ero mo6oBb cTana
MIPUCTAHUILIEM [JIST ee U3PaHEeHHOM AYIIH, UCLIeJIUIa TO, YTO, Ka3aaoCh, ObII0 6€30T0BOPOYHO
YHUYTOXKEHO.

ManpuymuimKy BEICKOYUJIN BO BHYTpeHHI/Iﬁ OBODP, CJIOBHO [OBa yparaHa: BBICOKHE U KPEIIKHe KakK
IJISI CBOMIX IISITH JIET, CBETIIOBOJIOCEIE U TEMHOTJIa3kle. TOYHBIE KOITUU CBOETO BEHIIEHOCHOT O



oTHa. YkKe ceridyac OBIJIO BUTHO, UYTO OHU BHIPACTYT TaKUMHU K€ CUJIbHBIMU BEJTMKAHAMU CO
CTaJILHBIMU XapakTepaMu. Kuupuc no cux mop He IIoHUMasa, 4YeM 3aciyzKuia 3Ty pagocTb —
CTaTh MaTepPhIO ABYX ero oTpaxkeHui. ITocie Bcex ommOOK OHA ¥ He MeuTajia O cYacThe. YxKe
OOHO TO, YTO Ccynb0Oe OBIJIO YTOOHO ITO3BOIUTDL €M OCTaThCsA PsimoM C [[3iHOM, Ka3aoch
HacTtosmuM uyynoMm. Cynsbe... unu Pacnepy?

— DT1O0T OymeT Mo, — 3asBui HacjeqHUK OTHsI, HAPOYHO BEIOpAB TOTO XKepebila, KOTOPOro
ellle He yCIIeNl yCMUPUTh oTell. — OH culbHee u OOJIbIIe.

— OHU OOWHAKOBBIE, — CIOKOMHO ocamuil ero 6paT. — XOTs, BeIOUpai 1000r0, a I BEIOepy
TOr'0, YTO OCTAHETCS.

HacnemgHuK OTHS IIPUIYPUJIICS, SBHO O3aJadyeHHbIN TaKoM moOpoxKenaTeIbHOCThI0. Kuupuc
IIPEeKpPaCcHO 3Haja 9TOT B3TJISAM: €CITM UMIePaTOp He BMEeIaeTC s, MaJIbYUIIKK 3aJagyT B3OYUKY
OpyT OpyTy. Kuupuc HUKorga He BMeIInBalach B UX MajlbYXIIeCKyI0 BO3HIO, BCE PAaBHO
TIOBJIMATH Ha 9TU CBOEHPAaBHLIE yparaHbl MOT TOJBKO [19iiH. M el HpaBUIOCh TaKOe IIOJI0XKEHUEe
BeIed: OH 0043aTEeJIbHO BRIPACTUTDL UX HACTOSIUMU MYKYUHAMHU, HOCTOMHBIMU ITPEEMHUKAMU
€ro BBICTPaJaHHOM KPOBbIO M COOCTBEHHOM KU3HbIO UMIIEPUH.

— Brmepen. — [I3¥H OTCTYIUII, «BEJIMKOAYIITHO» pa3pelnas MajlbuuIllKaM IIofoiTu 6nuxke. —
KT0 00b€30UT IEPBHIM?

Kuupuc Monya Xxfaja paspelneHus: cutyalnuu. HacneqHUKY meperisapBalIuch, HO He
TOPOIHUIIKCH HOKA3BIBATh OTIy CBOIO CMEJIOCTh. TOIBKO TeIleph OHU IMTOHSIIIH, YTO 6aXBaIbCTBOM
IIO3BOJIUIIM YBIIeYb ce0s B JTOBYIIKY. M [[9¥H He MPEeMUHYJI €10 BOCIIOJIb30BaThC.

— Iymato, y Bac ellle ecTh I0gapKu, KOTOPhle MOXKHO pacliakoBaTh, — IIPUIIA Ha ITIOMOIIb
CBIHOBBSIM Kumpuc.

B3nweporuna 6emokypsie Bonockl HacyeqHuKa OTHS, pacipaBuiia HEMOCTYIITHEIN BUXPh Ha
3aTeuike Hacnemrvuka TymaHa. Y 000MX MajJb4HIIEeK pora IOSIBUJINCH JIUIIL TOX Ha3an.
ITpoiimeT elle HECKOJIBKO JIET, IPEXKe YeM CBUAETEIbCTBO UX 00KECTBEHHON KPOBU BEIPACTYT
¥ OKPEIHYT B MOJIHYIO cuny. U Bce xKe, oHM 00a OBIIM OTYACTH MEWUPUTAMU, M 0CO3HABATh, YTO
OHa He CTaHeT NocJiefHel B pony, ObLII0 HEMMOBEPHBEIM 00JIerdyeHreM.

— V¥ HUX CTOJIPKO IIOJAPKOB, YTO €CJIM OHKM HAYHYT UX PACIaKOBEIBATh, TO 9TO 3aliMET BECh
IeHb IO Beuepa, — TJIsOs Beaen yoeramIuM MaabuyrInKkaM, ckasan [[piH. [loToM KecToM
IpUKa3aa KOHI0XaM YBOOUTH JIoIafel. Bo BHyTpeHHEM ABOpEe CTaji0 TUX0. — YBepeHa, UTo
Tebe He Hy>KHO OTOOXHYTh, MOSI UMIIEpaTpuIa?

[Io7H IPUTSHYI ee K cebe, MpHUKaJl CHUHOM K CBOEM I'PYAM, OMHOBPEMEHHO OIIyCKasl J1afgoOHHU
Ha BBIfAIOIUiica XKUBOT Kuupuc.

— OToycTu uX, — HOIPOCHUIIA OHA, TONIb3YSICh TEM, YTO MYK HAaXOOHUJICS B MIPUIOAHSITOM
HACTPOEHWUM. — Bpsg mu 9TH TI0OU XOTEIU OCKOPOUTh MEHS, OHU IIPOCTO TOBOPUIX IIPABAY.

— Ha xaxpgowm yriy. [pOMKO U 04YeHb IIpUyKpallleHo, — YTOYHU [[91H.
— ¢ He IPOTUB, €CNTY JIIOOM HAa3bIBalOT MeHs MepTBoOU uMmIepaTpulleit Kuupuc.
— 4 He mpoTuB, ecnu TebOs OyOyT HA3BIBATh IPOCTO UMIIEPATPHUIIEH.

Kuupuc yneibHymacek, BCloMuHasi, Kak OH 0003HAYWII CBOE JKeJlaHue CHOeJaTh ee,
HUCIIaYKaHHYIO IIPOILIJIBEIM pac’Maa’py, CBOeH KeHOU U uMmneparpulleii. Ha cipaBennusoe
3aMeYaHue O TOM, YTO UMIIEPUU HYXKHA TUTYJIOBaHHAs X03s5HKa 0J1arOPOIHBIX KPOBEH U
XKeJaTenbHO 6€3 XMMePHHIX POToB, [I3MH KaTeropuyHo 3aMeTwI: «Mosi UMIIepus U MHe
peliaTs, Kakoi OymeT ummepaTpuiia. ECiyu IpugeTcs YCTPOUTD MapoOdYKy MOKa3aTeIbHBIX
Ka3HeH, YTOOk 3aTKHYTh NOCYXKUX OOJITYHOB, g cHeaio 9To». KeM oHa 6vu1a, 9TOOR!
OTKa3kIBaTh UMIepaTopy? Bcero nuirk 6eCKOHEYHO BIIOOIEHHOMN B HETO XKEHIINHON 6e3
IIPOIIIJIOTO ¥ C TYMaHHBIM OymyIIIuM.

— 4 mpukaxy, 4ToObI 60ITYHAM KaK CJIeAyeT BCHITIAIM U OTIIYCTU/IA Ha BCE UEeTHIPe

CTOPOHEBI, — CMHUJIOCTHUBHUJIICS uMIepaTop. — Ho mpeaymnpexmato, KUUPHUC — 9TO MOCIETHUH
pas, Korga g roToB MOCTYMUTLCS IpUHIUTAMU. Y TUITE pagy TOro, YTOOH He OropYaTh CBOIO
OepeMeHHYIO XKeHY. Bipens mpoirry Te6st He BCTYIIaThCSA 3a Te€X, KTO HACTOJIPKO HE IIEHUT CBOIO
JKU3HB, YTO TOTOB Pa3MeHSTh ee Ha mmapy 6eccMbICIeHHBIX 0aceHOK 00 umneparpuile. MHOrma



JIy4Ie MCKOPEHUTh I'JIYIIOCTh OO TOr'0, KaK OHA JACT BCXOXHL. 1 He u3 Tex ciraboxapakTepHBIX
UOUOTOB, KOTOPHIM CTPAIITHO YIIPABJISTh YMHEIM HapOIOM.

Osna c 6/1aroapHOCTHIO IIPHKAJla €0 JIafOHb K CBOMM rybaM. HUKTO He TOBOPHJI, UTO KEHOM
uMnepaTopa OBITh IIPOIIE, YeM eTo pabwrHel. A [191iH He mo3BossI cebe cmabocTu HUTTE,
KpOoMe uX CIIaJIbHHU, I'ne OHU C6paCbIBaJ'II/I OoOezKnbl 1 KOPOHBI, 1 CHOBA CTAaHOBUJIUCH IIPOCTBIMHU
CMEPTHLIMY, KOTOPEIE HaXOOW/IU YCIIOKOEHUE OPYT B OpyTe.

— He Bo3paxaelib, eciu 1 0CTaBiio Te6s onHy? HyKHO HamucaTh 1[eTyI0 Topy YUHYIIaM U3
ToproBo# MUTH, ITIOKa OHU HEe BO3OMHUIIH, OyOTO MOTYT CECTh MHe Ha I1et0. TOYHO He X0UeIb
HOJHATHCS HaBepXx?

— Hert, Mo#t uMIiepaTop, S X04y ellle HeMHOTO0 ITOOITh 37ech. [loroga uymecHasi, MHe He
X0UeTCs MPATATLCS OT COJIHIIA B UeTHIPeX CTeHaX. — Kuupuc He cTaja mo0aBiIsaTh, YTO 3a Hel
¥ TakK ITOBCIOAY TAaCKAaJIUCh II0 MEHBIIIEN Mepe YEeTBEPO €T0 BBIIIIKOIEHHBIX I'BapaeHIles,
TOTOBHIX, €CJTA TTOTPebyeTCst, OTAATh KU3Hb 3a UMIIepaTpuIry. — Ho THI MOXKeIllb TIOMOYb MHE
cecTb B Kpecio. YyBCTBYIO ce0si COBEPIIEHHO HEYK/TIOKEW KOPOBOM, — ITOCETOBaIa
MeUupHUTHUHA.

— A s BUXYy nepeqn co00M XKeHIUHY, Pagu KOTOPOU MONAYy Ha Kpad cBeTa U JaxKe Jajblile. —
OH noAHSJ ee Ha PYKH, OCTOPOIKHO 3aKPYyKHUJI, ToKa Kuuprc He cOanachk U He ITO3BOJINUIIA
6e33a00THOMY CMEXy pa3BesiTh BHE3AIHLIN IIPUCTYI Melauxonuu. [loTom [I9iH ycagui ee B
KpPecJio, OIyCTUJICS Ha OOHO KOJIEHO M MSTKO IIOTJIafuJI ABa POCYEepKa LIpaMoB Ha 1iee. OHU
y2Ke maBHO He 00Jieyn, HO MHOTOa HanoMuHaM o cebe, Kak robast cTapasi ¥ HOIOMIAask paHa. —
9 BUXKY XKEHIIIUHY, KOTOpas IoXKepPTBOBala OJid MeHs OO0JIbIINM, 4YeM KTO-Tu00, — IpPOIIenTall
OH, Pa3rjsifbiBas ee Tak, OYOTO U He OBIIO 3TUX IIIECTH JIET ¥ OHU BIIEPBbIe 00HAXKUIU APYT
IJIST Apyra CBOM Oymw. — BuKy mMmnepaTpuily, KoTopasi 3a00TUTBCS O JIFOASIX, KOTOPHIE HE
CTOSIT U KallJiu ee JII00BU. BUXKY XKEeHIIMHY, ITOOapPUBIIYI0O MHE IBYX KPEIIKUX CHIHOBEH C
KpOBbIO 60T0B. Ceriyac MHe o 60JIM XKaJjib, YTO S HE MOTY JIIOOUTH Tebs erne 60JIbIe, BEOb THI
¥ TakK LIEJTUKOM B MOEM CepaIle.

Kuupuc norsHynace K HeMy, OTHaach IOLEJyI0 CO BCcel m000BbI0, KOTOpasi — OHa 3Hajga —
He IOTYCKHEEeT axkKe, KOoTfa UX Tejla CTaHyT JIUIIb BOCIIOMUHaHUEeM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, UX
CKa3Ka 0Ka3ajach TSKEJION U MpPavyHOM, HO MHOTO CHACT/IHUBee Ipouux. [loToMy 4TO OHU
3ariaTUIN 3a Hee 00JIbI0, KPOBBIO, CTPafaHueM M COOCTBEHHBIMU KU3HSIMU.

Korma [IaiiH yiien, oHa C HaclaKaeHUeM TIOACTaBHMIIaA JIMIO TEIIJIBEIM COTHEYHBIM JIy4yaM.
[Tomen yKe BTOPO#M I'ofl, KaK MyCTHIHHBEIE 3€MJIM BOKPYT Mepofa Havdalu 3eJIeHeTh, U faxe
37ech, IIoM OXpaHoi AcmekTa, Kuupuc omryiasa, Kak MeOJIeHHO pa3pylIaeTCs TAToTeIoee
Hapg UMIIEpUEN MPOKJISTHE CTUHYBIIMX MeUpuToB. Korma-Hubyab, ¥ B 3TH Kpasi BEPHYTCS
IITHUITH], U TIEPBBIE JIIOOY IPUBE3YT Ha TeJjierax CBOM HeXUTpPHIM ckap6. OHa GosbIlle He CbIIIana
TEYPruio, HO BCe ellle MHOT'ma MOoria BumeTh Oyayinee. ITyCTh OTPBIBUCTO W HESICHO, CJIOBHO
pasTisgbiBalia IPUYYOINBBEIE Y30PHl, HaPUCOBAaHHEIE BETPOM B OGJIaKax.

Ona IIPUJIOZKHKJIA K I''ta3aM JIagOHb, BCMaTPHUBasChb B 0eJIOCHEeXKHBIE XJIONbs Ha 6e3ynpequ-
cuHeM Hebe — u BBIIIIE, TyOaA, Kyda He MOT 3arjIsHyThb HUKTO. Brilie u panbine, CKBO3b BpewMs,
CKBO3b CYIITHOCTE MHUPO3OaHMA.

«4 3Hat0, 4TO TH TaM, Pacnep, — mpou3Hecsia MBICJIEHHO, KOT{Ia B3TJISI OIIyCTUIICS C HebecC
MPsSIMO Ha 3aCHEeXXeHHbIe, 001efjleHeBIlINe PaBHUHEI YyKO0¥, HEM3BECTHOM 3eMTu. — ¢ 3Halo,
YTO THI, HAKOHEII, IIPOCHYJICs. W 5 CKaxKy MMIIepaTopy, YTo Tebe IMOHamoOUuTCS ero IIOMOIITb,
4yTOOB 0TBOeBaTh CeBepHOe KOpPOoIeBCTBO. [ToBeph, 1 TOYHO 3HAIO, YTO Aaxke 60oramM MHOTAA
HUKaK He 000UTHCH 63 IIOMOIIIH CMEPTHBIX».

KOHEIL



IIpuMeyaHus



1

Bucter — paca.



2

[omuH (c ygapeHueM Ha BTOPOU CJIOT) — o0pallleHue K HACJIEOHUKY UMIIEPUH.



3

TaspH — crenuuanbHBIN OITENHUK.



4

Ha3BaHust MOHCTDOB.



5

PyxaH — Ha3BaHHE€ KOHTHHEHTAa, I'me IIPOUCXoOAaT COOBITHSI.



6

ApaxaH — rpyIma XKeHIINH, KOTOPHIE XKUBYT BO OBOPIIE HA ITpaBaxX HAJIOKHUIL U CITyXKaT JIUIITh
IJIS TOTO, YTOOHI YIOBIETBOPATh XKejlaHusd HacnegHUKOB.



7

TeprI/IH — HUCKYCCTBO 06pa1ueHHe C DQHEPreTu4YeCKNuMHU IIOTOKaMU.



8

drapa — pabbIHs, TUYHAs TeHb CBOET0 X035IMHA, €ro IJ1a3a U ymu. Kak mpaBuio ClIemuT 3a
TOHKOCTSIMM KM3HU B 3aMKe ¥ 000 BCEM [IOHOCUT CBOEMY XO3STUHY.



Pacsr.



10

Paca.



11

HouHoit gnypMaH — 0COOEeHHBIN BU PACTEHUM, KOTOPHIE I[BETYT JIUIITL OOHY HOYb B JKU3HU U
TOJILKO B JTYHHOM CBeTe.



12

Ckpara — OYKBaJIbHO «Ta, YTO IPUHOCUT CITPABENJINBOCTh>.



13

Ckanra — IIOPTOBEHIM TOPOJ Ha 10ro-3amnane HaTpeskol umMnepuu.



14

Ceax — nuyHas PabBHS-TOPHUYHAS ITPU 0JIaTOPOTHON [EBYIIIKE.



15

Paca.



16

3annevHsx gert MacCTep — Imajady.



17

Txarmrap — MOJIOYHBIN CHIH.



18

Puar — keHCKUM Hapspg c OproKaMu ¥ COPOYKOM, TOBEPX KOTOPO# 00sg3aTesieH KopceT. Tak xe
00513aTeIbHBIM anI/I6YTOM SIBIISIIOTCS BBEICOKME caloru. Puar mo3BOJINTEIbHO HOCUTD JIMIIIb
AEeBYIIKa, KOTOPhBIE YK€ YTPATUJIN HEBUHHOCTL. OOBIYHO HOCHUTCSI BO BpeMsi KOHHBIX IIPOT'YJIOK,
a Tak JKe B CUTyallusX, TIe yMecTeH 0oJjiee CTPOTUM Haps.



19

Kacxapsl — aHanor KHSI3€M, BiIaflesIbIbl Pa3fIeJIEHHOM Ha 00y CIIOBJIEHHBIX IIPaBaX TEPPUTOPUHU
(B maHHOM CnydYae IIOI TEPPUTOPUEH ITogpa3yMeBaeTCs 30/10Tast HOJIMHA — OOLIUPHBIM KYCOK
3eMIM, Ha BOCTOKEe rpaHuydaniuii ¢ Hatpe3ckoi umnepueir).



20

®up — mopopa cobak. OTIMYaOTCs G0JIBIITON BEIHOCIUBOCTEIO M KPYITHEIM Pa3MepOM.



