


AnHOTanus K KHure "®peinuHa Ero BexuuecTra"

[enukaTHOe IIOpydYeHUe OT UMIlepaTpUIlbl-MaTepu?.. COMHUTEJIPHOE cUacThe. 4 He X0Tejla y4aCTBOBATh B
CMOTpPHUHAX HEBECT, HO 110 MPOHUM CyObORI, Ble3JIa II0 caMble yIIIW. PaHbIlle MEHsI HeHaBUOE I OOUH
UMIIEPATOp, a TEIEPh - U eT0 HEBECTHL. TOJILKO MHe OB pa3o0paThCs C APYroi npobieMoii... He MeHee
IeJIUKATHOM.

C mpyroii CTOPOHHI, g XKe BBIXKMJIa, KOrfa IIolaja B 3TOT MUpP TpU rofa Hazan! Heyxenu He cpaBiioch U
cemriyac?..

Mup - mog anbTepHaTUBHYIO Poccuiickyio UMmnepuio 19 Beka, ¢ XxpaMoOM U g3bI9eCcTBOM. CaMoCTOsITETbHAS
4acTh Mpo Mapro u3 Xo3sauKH.

Kuura He spoTuyeckuil poMaH, 18+ pagu napsl CLieH ¥ CIOKOKWCTBHUS aBTOpa.



®pennuna Ero BenuuecTBa
BacéBa Kcenus

IMuki: Xo3sauku CesepHou AMnepun

ITpomnor

Xonon. EfMHCTBEHHOE, 4TO 1 YYBCTBYIO - 3TO X0Ji0h. Huyero He B cujiax MEHS COTPETH - HU aJIKOT0JIb, HE
MymmcTas ajak Ha miedax. Cepflle ¢ myralolel YyBepeHHOCThI0 00bsIBUII0 3a6aCTOBKY. Boblile He
OBETCSI, HaBEePHOE.

i crosana KpaCI/IBOfI CTaTyefI B 3ajie, He IIOHUMas - TO JIX XKWBaA, TO JIK YK€ OCThLIIA.
BecHnoit HAQYHYTCA CMOTPHMHEBEL HEBECT [JIsI KMIIepaTopa.

3Ty HOBOCTH COOOIIMIN IPSIMO Ha Oaiy. Kakou mOgHSJICS IITyM, CTPAIITHO BCHOMHUTD. BHIOMpATh HEBECTY-
UHOCTPAHKY Halll UMIIEPaTOp He MOoXKeJjlall, PELIni NOoTJIAheTh Ha "MEeCTHO€e IIPOU3BOACTBO". d mpeKkpacHo
3HAJIa, YTO ero XKeHUTh0a He 3a ropaMu.

Ho uépT nobepu, moyeMy Tak 60bHO, a?..

Hapo corpethbcsi. HaiTu cpeqy THICSAYM MaCOK ropsiyero yreinuTtess. CoacTuCh. XoTs GbI Ha OOHY HOYb
3a0BITH 000 BCEM.

O HEM.

[ITaMnaHCKOE AaBHO 3aKOHYMIIOCH - 51 iepzKajia mycTol 60KaJi, He oOpalllasi BHUMAaHUS Ha CHYIOIINUX BOKPYT
makeeB. OHM He TTOOXOOUITH OIHM3K0, BUOUMO, OTIaCaIuCh MEHS 0TBIeYb. CeTomHs 5 Oblya HE PSAIOM C
KHSI2KHOM, a 3HA4YUT, BIIOJIHE MOTJIa COUTH 3a Garopoauyio namy. O61u3Hyna ryosl, 9yBCTBYS
TOPHKOBATHIM MPUBKYC. Beoe maMiaackoe, caMoe jy4inee B Mmnepun. f Ha AyX ero He IIepeHoCcuIa, HO
I¥JIa, TOOYUHSISICh MECTHOMY APECC-KOfy.

Kiy6ox co6CTBEHHBIX IPOTUBOPEYUI UHOTIa BrOHSJI MEHS B TOCKY.

- I'ocmioxka KejtaeT elle MmaMIIaHCKOT0? - YCIIIIana s OapXaTHBIM My2KCKOM rojoc. HaBepHsika
U3MEeHEHHBINM MacKoM, HO BCE paBHO IpUATHBIN. [TooHsAB Ir'1as3a, s yBUAena nepern coboilt He3HakKoMIla. XOTs
KaKo¥ 3HaKOMeIl MOXKeT OLITh Ha MacKapame?..

BBICOKMI, CTaTHBINA, CIIOBHO IIPUHI] U3 CKa3Ku. OeT Mof CTpeblia Uik KaKoro-HuOyab aTaMaHa. f He
CUJIBHO B 3TOM pa3bupasnack. Ho monmosicaHHBIM KOPUYHEBHN KadTaH C 30JI0TEIMU 3aKJIENKaMU Ha TPy,
IIMPOKHUE IITAHBl ¥ CAllOTH €My HEeOOLIKHOBEHHO IIUTH, TOJYEPKUBAIIH IIJIeYH U "CUIYIIKY O0TaTHIPCKYIO".
Ilaxxe 3a0aBHO chexaBlllas ITanKa He IIOPTUIa Hapsa.

A BOT Macka BHITJISIfieNIa ITyratolre, 4€pHas, 6e3nuKas, Kak y TaliHOU KaHIensipuu. Ho ckopee Bcero,
IIPOCTO CHOelaHHas 1o o0pa3Iy - TOJI0C He MEeTalJIMYEeCKUH, KaK y TEMHBIX IIJIallIMKOB, a BIIOJIHE cebe
JKUBOU.

PellteHue s MpUHSIA 3a apy CEKYH]I.

- 'ocnozxka XenaeT IIaMIIaHCKOTO, - TIIyIIO yanﬁHYJ'IaCB, OCTaBJIAdA HYCTOﬁ 0oKaJI Ha IIOHOCe JIaKes, - HO
He 3gech. CIUIIKOM IIyMHO. MozxKeT, moficKakeTe MHE MECTO... IIOTUIIIE?

HeckoIBKO CeKyH]I OH MOJI4a U3y4dall MeHs, a 3aTeM IIPOTSAHYJI PyKy. BoT yBaxarw! Y nmouemy no ogHUX
rogaMu He JOXOIOUT, a 9TOT ISITh CEeKyH/ pa3obparncs?..

MBI MOKMHYJIM 3aJ1 ¥ IOOHSIIMCh HaBepX. 51 MOJTHOCTHIO HOBEPHUIIACh CBOEMY CIIYTHUKY - CYHS II0
TIOBEeeHUIO, eMy He BIIEPBOI 3a3bIBaTh OaM-C B KyCTHL. B mylile BCE MPOTECTOBAJIO IPOTHUB 3TOTO IIara, Ho A
yIIPSMO IIjia 3a He3HakoMueM. Hago oTBiedbcs, Hao.

KomHuaTa. KaxeTcs1, 0OfHa U3 rOCTEBLIX. TakKy He KyCTHI - y2Ke IUIIOC. [I10THEIE TOPThEPEL HAa OKHAaxX
orpyzKajau KOMHATy B YepHUIbHBIM CyMpak. {1 maxke TOJIKOM He pa3lrispesa, 4YTO TaM BHYTpHu. MyK4yuHa
cIemnan MpUriallalonil XKecCT:

- [lymazo, 3TO MECTO IOCTAaTOYHO TUXO€, - IPOMYPJIbIKaI 0OH. He 3agyMbIBasich BOILIa, YTOOH HE
IepenyMarTh.

3a covHOM MENKHYI 3aMOK. OKa3aBIINCh B IOJTHOM TEMHOTE, 1 Pe3K0 00epHyJIach U Iomnaia B 00bsIATHUS K
He3HaKoMIly. TUXuil CBUCT BEPEBOK - U Ha ITOJI OITYCKAeTCs ero MacKa. A CIIeoM - MOs.



- A MOXKeT, He HafoQ... - IeT4y, KakK AypodYKa, YyBCTBYS Ha TaIUM MYZKCKHUE JIafioHu. 'opsiuyre HaCTONbKO,
4YTO MeHsi OPOCHJIIO B IIOT.

- Hapo, - yXMBITBHYJICSA OH, IpukuMasi K cebe. CunbHO. BiracTHo. Tak, 94TO TeI0 MOKOPHO TPOTHYJIOCH B
00BATUAX HE3HAKOMIIA.

YeépT, s gaxke He BUXKY ero julia!

Cyxue ry0bl MSATKO KOCHYJIMCh MOUX, HO HEZKHOCTh OKa3aslach BpeMeHHON. HeCKonbKo pOOKMX IIOLIeNyeEB...
¥ OH 3aBOOUTCS, CTPACTHO Jlackas MeHs. [lles Toxke nomgBepraercs aTake. He3HakoMell MeJIEHHO, CJIOBHO
WUTPasICh, MPOBOOUT KOHYMKOM S3BIKA I10 MOEMY mJjieuy, J1okOuHKe... [To ero pykamu miaTbe
npenaTelbCKU CIIOI3aeT HUXKe, oOHaxas Ipydb. f coO CTOHOM BBIIBIXAl0 U 3apHIBAIOCH ITATbYUKaMU B €T0
BOJIOCEL. M0€é TeJIo B IIJIeHy uyKux I'y0. HelloBKO 1 CTBIIHO, HO YK€ 0-09eHb IIPUATHO...

OTCTpaHUBIIKNCH, MyKUYMHA TOOXBATUI MeHs nof 0éapa 1 IepeHEéc Ha KPoBaTh. [10[I0J IIaThs MOIOJI3
BBEPX, ITOOYHUHSSICh XO3IUCKUM PYKaM, a IIOCTeNIb IIPOTHyIach IOO BECOM HE3HAKOMIIA. ..

- MaprapuTa, BcTaBaiTe! - IMCKISIBO IIPOKPUYAJl OH, U 51 paclaxHyJa rjia3a: - Maprapura, Bac xKejaeT
BuAeTh umnepartop! Cpouso!

I'nasa 1
Takoii cor! YTo6 3TOMY MMIIEPATOPY MKAIOCh BCIO OCTABUIYIOCS KU3Hb!

- 4 cumio, Epemeti! - pssBKHYya B CTOPOHY aBepu. Jlakei [laHumMupa OB €My IIOH CTATh - IIPOTUBHBIN
MOHEeIb3s: - [TogoXau, MHE HYyKHO IPUBECTU Cce0si B TOPSIAOK!

-V Bac msiTh MUHYT! - IPOCKPHUIIE]T 3TOT BPEAHLIN MYXHUK. 2l KpaCHOPEYHUBO II0Ka3aJjla IBePU CPEeIHUMN
majell ¥ momnula yMeiBaThcsi. CoBa II0 CBoeil HaType, S yMena cobpathscs odueHb OricTpo. [IpaBna, nnaTwe
HEMHOT'0 MSITO€, a Ha T'OJIOBE - IPOCTEeIKast KOCa, 3aTO YIOXKUIACh 3a AT MUHYT.

Hy He KpacoBaThCs Ke IMepen HMIIePaTOPOM.

HecMmoTps Ha COTHEYHBIN OEeHEK IIOCIie 3aTSIKHON 3UMEI, S laXkKe He OCTAaHOBUJIACh Y OKHa. Bcé-taku [aH -
MMIIEPaTop, U MpepeKaThCsi C HUM OBLIO OTTaCHO. B MTOTe CITyIach U MTOBUHYIOCH, KaK I2KUH U3 CKa3KH.
KusaxHa cepmeyHo Mpocuia MeHs MoIaauTs ¢ e€ 6patom. Ho... d He comMHEBamach, 9TO CKOPO BHIJIEUY U3
nBopIia. CIMIIKOM YK 4acTo 51 BEIBOOMIIa UMIlepaTopa u3 cebs.

K cnoBy, ceromHsAIIIHNE BBI30B MOT' OBITH MMEHHO TaKHM - C IIeJIbI0 YKa3aTh MHe Ha OABephb. Ho mocienHioo
Heeso s XOoOuIa caMa He CBOS.

[TpoKnATHEIM HE3HAKOMEI] Ha Gay!

YTpoM s MPOCHYIach B TOCTEBOM CHajibHe, C 3aKPHITOM OBEPBIO ¥ OTKPHITEHIM OKHOM. JIF0OOBHUK 6€3
JIOKHOU CKPOMHOCTHM B3$1JI BEICOTY B TPHU 9TaxKa - U BCE panu Moel penyranuu! Kakoii, ogHaxKo,
MIOPSANOYHBIN MyK4YuHa!

OH oTnI0OMII MEHS [0 IMOJTHOT0 U3HEMOXKEeHUs. [0 TPSICYIIUXCS KOJIEHOK M XPUILJIOTO rojioca. Kaxercs, s
eBa He 3aCHYJIa B IIpoIlecce, yCTaB OT TaKOro MapadoHa. A Ha CIeOVIOIINN AeHb, 3aX0s B TOCTEBLIE
mokou OJIbTH, S yOOCTOMIACh BOCXUIIIEHHOTO CBUCTA MHec, emé ogHON (GpPerIuHEl KHSIKHEI.

- ¥x 1e1, PUTKa, BHITJISIOUIND CYACT/IMBOM 1 oTpénanHoi! HeykTo Ha 6any crynbHyna?

B aTtom Bcst Unec. Hukako# "geBOYKOBOCTH", CIIJIONIHASA TPo3a Xku3Hu. Ho Omnnm et 6aroBonuna, U s
noHuMaa, noyeMy. [IpamonuHelriHas M HeCc HUKOTOa He CIJIeTHHYAasa 3a CIUHOU U, HECMOTPSA Ha
pasTyJILHBEIM XapakTep, yMena XpaHUTb CeKpeThl. M3 Bcex GpeuliuH TOMbKO MHI OBIIH HOTYIIEHB B IMYHBIE
IIOKOU KHSXKHEL.

- MHuec! - psaBKHYyNa s, TOKpacHeB: - He 3a0pIBali, UYTO HAIlleW KHsSIKHE BCETO IIecTHaONaTh! [Iymai, mpexmae
4yeM TOBOPUTH!

Omnnu, Ha KOTOPYIO0 MBI OMHOBPEMEHHO IIOCMOTPEIIH, 3aKaTua Iriasa.

- Bamm oTkpoBeHUs1 MEPKHYT Ha ()OHE paccKa3oB B Masoi 3e1€HON TOCTUHOM, - PrIpKHY1a Benukas
KHsKHa, eIMHCTBEHHAs OOYb ITOYUBIIEr0 uMiepaTopa BeceBosoma. Ero cMepTh He Oblyla HEOXKUAAHHOM, HO
BCE pPaBHO 3aMETHO yOapwuia o ABOPY, U B ocobeHHocTH o Onbkre. OHa CUILHO JTI06uIa oTiia. ¥ TOJIBKO C
Ha4aJioM BECHEI KHSIKHA CTajla HEMHOTO 0XKUBATh. - [IpeacTasnsenms, Mapro, s Kak OyaTo momana B
ny6nuuHbl moMm! Bece ¢ moxmenbst 06CyKAaioT KTO C KEM M B KaKUX 103aX. f He BhIepzKajia U MUHYTHI!

MBI BHOBB IEPETISHYIUCEH C UHEC u TuXO0 BeImOXHYH. Eciu 661 Onmu 3agepzKajachk Ha IBe MUHYTHL, OHA
OBl y3HaJIAa TO, YTO OeBOYKaM U3 OOPHEJIs B CTPAIITHOM CHE He IIPUCHUTCS.



- Mackapag... - MHOTO3HAa4YUTEJILHO MTOTSAHYJa MHec, - TOBOA OCTAaThCSI MHKOTHUTO U NPOSBUTHL (haHTA3UIO,
M-M-M... KcTaTu, PuTKa, THI TOBOPUTE OyHeIlb Uy TeOs IBTaTh?!

- Hama Mapro? - u3yMmunachk KHIKHa, I0BOpauYuBasCh KO MHe: - THl TOXKe... BOCIIOIb30Bajlach
MacKapazom?

KpacHeTs manbiine 661710 HeKyma, HO s cMoria. CaMa He ITIOHMMaAIO0, YTO Ha MeHs Hanuio! Hukorma, Hu ¢
KeM, HU o[l KaKUM ITPeIoroM, YTOOk He MTOPTUTD PEemyTallnio, a Buyepa... Kak ¢ yMa coiia, 4ecTHOe
CcJI0BO!

- 4 mpoCTO CAMIIKOM MHOTO BHINIWJIA U YIIJIA CHIATh, - MpoOopMOTana, yKpagKou IoKa3sBas "Kojere"
Kynak. Korneuno, Onnu He noBepujia MHe, HO KaK IIpUINYHAas AeBOYKa, IIpoMoidana A BoT MHec no3xke
BCé-TaKu nobuiach 0T MeHs nompobHocTel. M koBapHO obellana pa3y3HaTh, YTO 3TO 3a He3HaKoMell ObLIL.

S b MaxHyIa PyKoi. MeHs ofiojiefia CTpaHHas AelPeccusi, B KOTOPOM yKe He BaXKHO, 4TO OymeT
3aBTpa. [lyMaTh 0 CIydalHOM HOYHOM MHTPUXKKE HE XOTeJIOCh, MCKaTh He3HaKoMIla Toxke. OH criac MeHs B
Ty HOYb OT X0JI0fia B [yllle, a Jafblie... [lanblle s 110 CTapUHKe KakK-HUOynb caMma.

- Mapro! - pa3gpaXE€HHBIHM I'0JIOC BEPHYJI MEHSI B T'PEIHBINA MUD: - BH [0nIro co6panuch CTOSATh MO
OBEPBIO?!

Oti! ITepemo MHOI BEICUIJICS HEOOBOILHEIN UMIIEPATOP - COOCTBEHHOI ITepCcoHoM. OKa3asoch, S M0 HAUTHIO
3aMepiia pPSOoOM C ero KaOMHEeTOM.

- Y1 Bam moOpoe yTpo, - BEIlaza Ha aBTOMAaTe U M3ydalolle IIoTJjIsaesia Ha ero BeJIMUeCTBO, - BHTIISIOUTE
OTBPATUTENILHO!

Y 3nmoro ummneparopa AépHyiacs ria3. Ho s Hu Kamiu He coBpasa! 3a ImociegHue MeCsIbl XOJIEHBIH
KpacaBell-My>K4YMHa IIPeBPaTUjICI B HEPBHOTO, BEYHO pa3pakKEHHOTro MOHCTpa. XuJjleHbKas MeTHHa,
KOTOPYIO OH cOpuBas pa3 B HeHeJo, TEHU o[ I'Jla3aMy, KPaCHOTJIa3bli B3T/Isad. Houbo BO gBOPIlE TAKOTO
BCTPETHUIIL - 1eTeTh Oyellb CO CKOPOCTHIO CBETa.

- KasHio, - mackoBo moobeman MyK4nHa, U 5 IOKOPHO 3aTKHYyJMack. O¥, Hy MOOyMaelns, MOHCTPUK,
HEKOTOphIe GpernuHbEl Hao60poT, 6e3 yMa oT OpyTanbHBIX. [IpaMo GBIpYAITUX U PhYaInX. Tak 4To
IJaH4YUK elleé oro-ro-ro!

- Ilonsana, He Oypa, - IpoU3Hecsa, IPOXOAs CJIefoM 3a HUM B KabuHeT. IHTepecHO, HOHECHIN JIU O Moel
vHTpUKKeE?.. Cefivac Bemb orpely II0 caMEble yITU 3a "HEeIOCTAaTOYHO MPUCTONHEIN MOPAJIbHEIN 00IUK".

Kaxk B BOmy cMoOTperna.

- Maprapwura, - XJIONHYBIIASA 3a CIUHOM ABEPh YyTh HE 3aCTaBUa MEHS MOONPHITHYTE , - HE OKUOAJ OT
Bac. Mou JII00u DOJIOKMIIN, YTO Ha 0aiy BH XOPOIIO PACCIa0UINCh. {1 CUIIBHO OTOPYEH. A BeIb BBl HOJIZKHEL
CIIEOUTH 32 MOPAJIbHLIM 00TUKOM MOEH CeCTphi!

Yto s roBopuna? Y3HaTh OBl €II€, UTO 3a "moau" BUOETH MEHs U 00eCIIeYnTh UM ITapy HEeHenb B
6onbuuie!.. K NaH... Tako¥ POBHLIM T0OJIOC, YTO cepane 001e3HeHHO 3aHbII0. Hamo mOCTOSHHOTO
711000BHUKA 3aBECTU U BEIOPOCUTH STY OYPb U3 I'OJIOBH! !!

- CzpaBeIMBOCTH pPafy, 3TO MOE JIMYHOE [eJIo, - I IeMOHCTPATUBHO CIOXKUJIA PYKHM Ha Ipynou: - Tem
foJjiee, BBl IOYEMY-TO He 03a00YEHEl CBOMM MOPAIbHBEIM 00TUKOM!

[TepeBoOuTHL CTPEJIKM 3a TPU I'0fla BO OBOPIIE ST HAy4YWIach MacTepCKu. [JaHUMUD aX YaeM IIOIEePXHYJICST U
THEBHO COIIYPHJ I'J1a3a.

- Bu oﬁemafm KAa3HUTh MEHA TPUOLAThIO Pa3HBEIMU crioco6aMu, - CIIOXBAaTUBIIIKUCEH, HAIIOMHHUIIA 51, - OOJIbIIIe
TOYHO HUYEro He HpI/IJIYMaeTe!

- Hy modemy ke, - XMBIKHYJI OH, JOCTaBasi U3-TIOM KUIIBI JINCTOB YBECUCTYIO KHUTY, - S CIEIUATLHO B35/ €€
U3 6UOINOTEeKHU OJIsl Bac.

"CTO caMBbIX CTPAUIHBIX IIBITOK B UCTOpPUHU"? Ballle BeIu4ecTBO, a Bl MaHbSIK!

- UTak, uToO®I 51 OOJBIIIE HE CIIBIIIAI HA O KaKUX BalllMX POMaHaX, - C YCMEIIIKOM mo0aBuiI OH, - a TO
CMOTpPUTE, OBEPh TaM U BHCEJIUIIA TOXKE.

Yero?!

- 4 npemgymnpenu, - JOOUJI 3TOT... UMIIEPATOP, - @ TelePb U3BOJIbTE YCIOKOUTLCA. MHe HY2KHO C BaMU KOe-
4T0 00CcymuTh. C 3aBTpaIrHero qHs Bel ¢ OJIBrodl ¥ MaTephio OTIIPABIIIeTECh B MapUOHCKYIO PE3UIEHIINIO.
Ha mecsa.



B Mapuonckyio?! { MrHOBeHHO 3a0bijla 060 BCEM. ITO OBII ABOPEL], CKOPEE, aXkKe KPEIoCTh B I'yCTHIX
necax Hexwunckux rop! 3auem?! TaMm, HaBepHOe, eIl€ MOJIHOLeHHas 3uMa! He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, YTOOEI
OTIIPAaBIATH XKEHIIUH B OLIBIIYIO BOEHHYIO KpernocTh! Hu mporynok, Hu pa3BiieueHnd, HU JONT0XIAHHOTO
Tera! 3auem?!

- 9To nnpuka3l, Mapraputa. Mama u Onsra yxke B Kypce. He BOIHyHCsI, BCEro JIUIb Ha MECHIL.
- Ho nouemy?!

Ecnu G Peys IJia TOJIBKO 0060 MHe, s OBl 3aayMaliaCh O CCHIJIIKE, HO Onbra u €€ BeITU4YEeCTBO?.. ,[[EIHI/IMI/Ip
BCerga TOpOI;I CTOsJI 3a CBOKO CEMEIO. Hey}KenH BJIaCTb U3MEHHUJIa eT0 HaCTOJIbKO?

OH oCcTaBUI Yall ¥ HECIIEIIHO ITOOHAJICSA. 3aMep PSAAOM, CBelsd KOHYMKY I1ablleB, 1 HEOXOTHO ITPOU3HEC:
- Tl IOMHUIIL, YTO IPOUIOIILIO IBa MecsIlla Ha3an?..

fl KOpOTKO B3OOXHYIA.

I[TomumMnAa.

HamapeHue sI3bIYHUKOB BO BpeMs 0Oana 1 yOuHCTBO uMnepaTtopa Kusa3eM OnbX0BCKUM. Tparenust
CeBepHoii MMmnepun. HecMoTpsa Ha cTapaHusl TaWHOW KaHIEIAPUU U I'BapAuM, CIaCTH yHOaJioCh He BCEX.
Cpepnu XepTB TOTO CTPALTHOTO OHS OKa3aJIuCh U MUHUCTPHL, ¥ QPENUIUHEI, M BOEHHEIE... U €TI0 BeJIUYEeCTBO,
uMieparop Bcesonogm.

[To cyacTIWBOM CIIy4alHOCTH, MEHS He ObIJIO BO ABOPIIE, KOTAA HAIlaau 3aroBopimuku. Mul ¢ JlaHu
HECKOJIbKO YaCOB CKaKaJjli 10 3UMHEMY JIeCcy. Y3HaB O BO3MOXKHOU nomMoiiBKe [laHa ¢ OJIbX0OBCKOM-
Benckoii, Onbra oTmycTuia MeHs ¢ 6aja. KHsI2KHa pocjla He 110 TOJlaM CMBIIIJIEHOM OeBYIIKOM - BCE OHa
BUpesia U noHuMasna. Y g yexasna.

A xorga BEpPHYJIacCh, IOTOM elllé mOoNro Bumemna KOIIIMapPHI.

IlBa MecsiIla IpojieTeny He3aMeTHO - Mbl ¢ MHec IOCTOSIHHO ObLIH psimoM ¢ Onbroi. Pa3snekanu eé,
3arpya’m ypokaMu, CJIeqQuiIu 3a nuTtaHnmeM. KHsKHaA monro npuxopuina B cebs. JIume ceiiyac y MeHs
HaKOHEII-TO IIOSBUJIOCH CBOOOIHOE BpEMS.

-4Yro CJ'Iy‘II/IJ'IOCb? - TUXO CIIPOCHIJIA 5, IIOHKUMas, 4TO ,]:[aHI/IMI/Ip He IIPOCTO TakK IMOOHAJL 3Ty 6OJ'ILHYIO TeMy.

- OTrosyiocku Tex COOBITHM ayKaloTCsI HaM [0 CUX mop. ['1aBa TallHOM KaHIEISIPUN CUUTAET, YTO CKOPO
OymeT HOBHIM yHap - He TAKOW MacIITAaOHBIN, HO JaXke MeJIKHWe BOCCTAaHUS 110 BCEeH CTpPaHe COXKpaiu
HeMaJso cui. [Toka ObljIa 3UMa, 3TU KPBICH MPSTAIKUCh B HOPAX, a Cefdac TOTOBSITCS BHIIION3TH. i HE X004y
PUCKOBaTh MaTephio U OJIBIOH, - OH BhIAEpPzKaJl ay3y, BHUMATeJbHO Habmomast 3a Moel peakiuei. Ho s
MoJjrgana: - [IoaTomMy Bal oThe3 B MapHOHCKOe - Ty4YInuii BEIX0H. [lopora B Pe3uOeHIINI0 TPyOHasI,
HeynoOHas, yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO 3acTaB. K ToMy e, 9T0 OBIBIIIasi KPEIOCTh, JOpoTra ¢ OallleH XOPOoIIIo
TIPOCMATPUBAETCSI, @ IPU 3aKPHITHIX BOPOTaX MOXKHO Ocafy AepzKaTh. MBI pemmuiu, 9YTo MapuoHCKoe
cetiyac - camoe 6e30macHOEe MECTO.

- [TorrMatio, - MOKOPHO KUBHYNA si. YTOo elié ckaxelnb? be3omacHoOCTs Moel moporoi OJiiy IpeBHIIIe
BCeTO. - A KOrga Ballli... CMOTPUHEI?

Benb He XOTella CIIpalllMBaTh, @ BCE PaBHO He yaepzKasach!

- Ilymaro, 110 BallleMy BO3BpAIllEeHUIO - MaTyIIKa pa3rHeBaeTCs, Y3HaB, YTO s BEIOMpPalo HEBECTy 0e3 Hee, -
XMBIKHY [TaHUMUD, - XOTS TOAXOMSIIEH B TI000M Cliydyae He HaugeTcs. ..

91 yauBIEHHO BCKUHYJIa OPOBB, HO YBHI - OTKPOBEHHUS Ha 9TOM 3aKOHYUIUCH. M BCE Ke y mmopora s He
BRIAEpZKasa.

- OTmoxHUTE, Ballle Benu4decTBO. Ha camoM pese, Bac y [epKBU IIOCTABUTD - HA PEMOHT ABOPIA COOEPETE,
KakK MUHUMyM!

OTBeTOM MHE OBIJIO IIPUTJIVIIEHHOE PHIYaHUE.

[IunuzKaHCH BHIJIETEJIN Ha CIEeOYIONIUY Ke OeHb - CHauana OJbra ¢ uMIepaTpullei, 3ateM QpenInHhl,
CIyTu ¥ HakoHel] 6arax. Har myTh jexkan K HeXXuHCKUM ropaM Ha CeBepo-3amnaje, K ObIBIIeH
TEPPUTOPUHU SIBBIYECKUX KHSAKECTB. TpucCTa JIeT Ha3al KHIXKeCTBa BOIIINU B cocTaB Benrkoit CeBepHOU
HWmnepuu, a caMu SA3BIYHUKYN HOKUHYIN XOJIOOHBIE 3eMJIH. f BCIIOMHUIIA CTapPYyIO KapTy - OT OPEBHUX
HexkuHCKUX rop [0 10KHBIX CIlaCcCKUX TIHYJIUCH TOCyOapCcTBa MECTHHIX MaroB. CeBepHEIE 3eMJIN HEIHE
IIOYTH OITYCTENIH, HO MHOT{a K KPEIlOCTH - TOM CaMOM, B KOTOPYIO HAC OTIIPABUIIN, BEIXOOUIHU OuKapu. Cyms
110 0OpBEIBKAM HOBOCTEM, HUKAKOM YIPO3bl OHU He HECJIM M Maruel 0cobo He Biafenu, HO KPeIoCTh BCE



paBHO copepzxkanu. Ha BCAKUU ciydaiu.

KHs2KecTBa B CpefiHel 0JIoce, B MPUBLHIYHON PYCCKOM Talre U N1€COCTEeIH, Iocjie 00beqUHEeHUs CTalll
OOBIYHBIMU UMIIEPCKUMHU ropomamu. C 10ToM XKe CUTyarnusi o0CTosijia He TaK PagyXKHO.

Korpa s BrepBele Iomnana B 9TOT MUD, B 9Ty CTPaHHYIO, OPYT'yIo 3eMJIto, 1 OUHyIach Ha Oepery mops. [laxe
He cpasy moHsa, 4To ciayuuinock u KAK cunbHO s monarsa. [[o 9TOro MBI C KOJIJIETON OTOBIXanu B AGXa3uu
- OTTYJIMBAJIX HAIll IePBBIM OTIYCK. BCE OBIIIO XOPOIIIO... TOKa He Ha4YaIuCh CTPAaHHOCTH.

MHe BHOBb CHUJIACh Ta JeBoukKa. [leBouKa, KOTOpas urpaja Ha KjaBUIIaX BHYTPU OIIYCTEBIIEN CTAHIINU.
OTuero-To 3Ta KapTHUHa 3alajia MHe B oyury. 2Kele3HOOOPOKHEIN TyHHENb B TOpaxX, YBUTHU JIHaHaAMH,
yépHEIe ITPOBaJlbl apOK, IIPOopKaBeBlIre PesbCchl... MHOTO JIeT Ha3af, elll€é Bo BpeMeHa llapckoi Poccuu,
37IeCh XOOUJH Moe3aa. HaBepHoOe, UM OTKPHIBAJICS MOTPSICAIOIINH BU - CTAHIUSA B Bupe 6eceiKu Ha BOJe, B
YyOHOM MaBPHUTAHCKOM cTuie, 6onbirre OyKBel "IIcIbipxa” Ha pycCKOM B abxa3ckoM. M rophl. OTpOMHEIE
CUHUE TOpHl 38 CIIUHOU.

MHe cTaHOBHUJIOCH 0€3YMHO Kajlb, YTO 51 HE 3acTaja To BpeMs. Cyms 1o pa3BajuHaM, AGXa3usi KOTa-To
Oblyla CTPaHOM 6e3yMHOM KPacOTH U VIOTA.

A cemuac...

OprmeHHHe CTEKJIa CTAaHIIUU, MaBHO o6e3nas KpacCKa U JeBOYKad C CHHTE€3aTOPOM Ha II0JIy. OHa GHINTa
COBCEM HEIIOXO02Ka Ha a6xascKy - XyOeHbKas, CBETJIEHbKasa U I10-B3POCIJIOMY OeJIoBasi. Menoguu TOXE
3By4all1 IIPOCTEIE, JIETKUE: IeTCKUE IIeCEeHKHU MM 3HaKOMBIE CO IIIKOJIbHBIX JITMHEEK OTPEIBKH. Ho cama
aTMOCd)epa... My3LIKa HaloJIHAJIa CTAaHIUIO, KaK CTO JIeT Ha3ad. MoXKHO 3aKPEBITE I''Ta3a U IIPEACTABUTH,
YTO 3TO TMMH HpI/I6I>IBaIOH.IeMy IIapoBO3Yy, a Ha CTaHIIMHU TOJIIIUTCA Hapodg C YeMOoOgaHaMu U CYMKaMMH.

Mos o6ozkaromasi MECTUKY TETKA 4acTO IOBTOPsJIA, YTO sI TIHYCh K IpouuioMy. M mpoucxogut 3TO
IIOTOMY, YTO TaM, B IIPOIIJIOM, S CIIHUIIKOM PaHO yMepJia M OCTaBUJIa He3aKOHUYEHHEBIE [eJia.

Mama co cMexoM OTBeuasa, YTo S OOBIYHasA (I)aHTasépKa.

Ho Tak unu nHade, MeHs OeMCTBUTENbHO TIHYJIO K pPa3BajinHaM, CTaphIM 3aMKaM, OBOpIaM. A yxK
nonypa3spyineHHas A6xa3us obecredynsia MeHsI BIeYaTIeHUSIMH Ha TOOBI BIIEPET.

Oco0eHHO Ta IMIPOKIIATas meBodka. OHa Orvyta. OHa UTrpajia CBOM He3aTeHIuBLie MeIoaul. B KoHIle KOHIIOB,
MY3BIKY CJIBIIIIAIa He TOIbKO si. Ho Kojera 3aBepuiia MeHsI, YTO HUKAKOW OJeBOYKH HET, a OJIT TYPHUCTOB
IIPOCTO TTOBECUJIM KOJIOHKY. Korfia MBI BO3BpaIaauch B OTEIb, CTAHIIUSA JeNCTBUTEJIFHO ITYCTOBAJIa, a
MeJIOOUY NMPONOJIKaIu CMEeHSTh OpyT apyra. Y g ycnokousiacs.

3ps, KaK 0Ka3alocCh.
OTa meBoYKa CHUJIACh MHE HECKOJIbKO HOYel moapsiy.

"Upém, Mapro. [Touemy TrI cToub? Tebst 1 TaK 3aKOajnch! - 3Bydas B I'0JI0OBe 3BOHKUY XPYCTaIbHBIN
rosoc".

Yepe3 HECKOMNMBKO OHEH Halll aBTO0yC pa30uJICcs B ropax.

- Putka, BcTaBaii! - MeHs GeCllepeMOHHO IIOTPSCIIH 3a IIevo: - BcTaBai, s He 6/1arOpOOHEIH liecapeBuyd u
He MOTY B3sTb Te0sI Ha Py4Ku!

- A xamnb, - COHHO ITpoO6opMoTana si, OTKphIBas rjiasa, - 4YT0, MBI y2Ke IIPUOBLIN?
- [Ipubrinu, COHBKA, - XMBIKHYJIa MIHeC, BIOMpasich U3 KapeThl. - O, Kak CBEZKO0-TO 34eCh!

CBexko0 OBLJIO - He TO ci10BO! COH MOMEHTAILHO CXJIBIHYII, a I'Jla3a 3acjIe3uIuCh OT BeTpa. I'me-To 3a
KPETMoCThIO, B ropax, B3BhIJIa BbIOTA, @ CHET YKPBIBA 3€MJII0 TOJICTHIM U YBEPEHHBEIM KaK KOT cjlioeM. M-1a,
CJIOB IIEH3YPHBIX HET.

- 3Haewns, MHec... - TOTSHYyNA $, pasrisnbiBas 0eI0KaMeHHYIO0 KPeIloCTh, - a JaBail 110 BO3BpallleHHUIo B
CTOJIMIy YCTPOUM I1ePeBOPOT? CBEPrHEM OOHOTO OPUTeBIIETO MOHApPXa?

®pelinuHa TONBKO Pa3Beia PyKaMH.

- ITo3gHo, moporasi. Hamo Ob1710 TOBUTH MOMEHT, KOTHA OH €Ill€ B [lecapeBUYax CUmes. A cerdac yBH - KTO
He ycImeJi, TOT ono3faj. C Opyroi CTOPOHEL... - OHa 3ayMYHBO CTPSXHYIa CHEXOK C IIy6KaMu, - uepes3
MECSIII ST MOTY W PEILIUTHCS.



- Yepes MecsiI] 1 MPOoCTO yOBIO eTro B COCTOSTHUM addeKTa, - MpauHO MOABITOXKUIIA 51, YyCTPEMIISISICh K
KPEIIOCTH.

I'maBa 2

IIHM B IPOBUHUMHU TSHYJIUCH MEJIEHHO U CKy4HO. Ha yyiuiy GbI7I0 HOCa He TT0Ka3aTh - METEJIh OUTETEHO
crenuiia 3a KaXkObIM. BeTep Kak cyMacIlIenii XIecTasl 0 KPHIIlaM, Co3[aBasi UIITI03UI0, YTO B 3aMKe
IIOJIHO JIIomei. [Jaxke BO ABOPIIe TaK He XJIOMaaX OKHa U OBepu!

[TepByI0 HeEN0 B KPEIIOCTH Y MeHsI ObIJT XDOHUYECKHUH HEeHOCHIII. 3aTO K KOHIIY BTOPOM S MOTJIa CMeJIio
3aCeiAThCS B IOM C IPUBUAECHUSIMU. DTHU IIOTYCTOPOHHME TBAPHU OOATO0 ObI 0UTHUBaIA OT TAKOTO
0ecrieyHOT0 KBApTUPAHTA.

Beuepa s mpoBopuna BMecte ¢ Muec u Onnu. KaxeTtcsi, Mbl HAaCIJIETHUYAIUCh Ha TOObl Bliepen. Ho y
Hamero obueHust OB OMUH OTPOMHBIN MUHYC - ITOJIb3YsICh CBOOOOHEIM BpeMeHeM, OJu BCE Jalre
paccrpauBaia MeHs O IIPOLUIIOM. MOEM MPOIIIIOM.

Y4YuTHIBasi MECTHYIO OTCTAJIOCTD U IIOPOY OQUKWE MOPSIOKHY, ST MOJTdaya o gpyrom mupe. COMHEBAIOCH, YTO
KHSI’KHA CIIOKOMHO OTpearupyer Ha CTOJIb HEOPAUHAPHYI0 HOBOCTb.

4 Hm4Yero He paccka3asa Jaxke B TallHOU KaHUensapuu. OT BenbMupa MeHs criacjia TOJIbKO CUMIIaTUS
umieparopa BceBomnona. 4 ero 3abaBmnsia, ¥ OH IpUKasall OCTaBUTh MeHs B rokoe. Ho mo cux mop rnasy
MECTHOT'O ITPUKAa3a S MOTJia y3HaTh U3 TEHICAYM MAcOK. [10 X0JIOmHOMY, M3y4dalolleMy B3TJIAAY.

- Mapro, o uéM 3agyMasach? - Oy TPOBOOHUIIA B3TISOOM CIYTY, PACTOIHUBIIETO KaMWH, U TTIOBEPHYJIacCh
KO MHe. {1 paccessHO yILIOHYIIacCh.

- O00 BCEM U He O Y€M, - IOTSHYIAaCh KakK KOIIIKa ¥ IITUPOKO 3eBHYJa. UHeC eXuaHo XMBIKHYIA.
- HaBepHOe, CKy4aeT 10 CBOEMY MacKapamHOMY JIlo00BHUKY. He y3HaBana, KeM OH MOT OBITB?
- Uuec!

KHsxKHa HeJOBOJIbPHO CKpPECTHJIa PYKU Ha TPYyOu:

- Ot ma mapgHO, Mapro, B camoM ferne! {1 y>Ke He MajleHbKas geBodka. M moToM, TH camMas lieJIoOMyapeHHas
U3 BCeX MOUuX QpenInH, He CTAaHOBUChH COBCEM YK CBATOM! Tak U y MeHSI KOMILJIEKCH ITOSIBATCS!

HHec TUXO0 XUXUKHYIIa, U [axke s He caepxkaa yIBIOKY.
- Do BaIIux KOMIIJIEKCOB, MO€ BEICOYECTBO, Iy4Ille MOJ0KAaTh ellé romga aea!
Onnu KapTUHHO MMOKa3ajla MHe SI3BIK. YrafaiTe, OT KOT0 Hay4Yuiaach, MaJiIeHbKasi 3apa3a?!

- A BoOOI111E, CTOMIO TEOS MOMHTEPECOBATLCS, - BOPYT coobuna UHec, - MHe MiBap, IpuCIyKHUK
IBOPOBOTO, CKa3aJl, YTO TBOM He3HAKOMeIl B CIIMCKaX He 0TMeYascsi. MuMo IIpomiés, ero MBap XOpoIIo o
MacKe 3allOMHHUJI. A YTPOM CIIMCKHY KOT{la CBEPHUJIM, BCe OTMETHUINUCH. KTO MoKeH ORI - IIpruexall, KTO He
CcMOT - 00bSICHUTEIbHLIE TIPUCIIAH, a BOT IYCTHIX MECT He 0CcTanock. Bap co cTpaxy cpa3y K BembMupy
nobexkaJl, CTPacTh Kakas - Yy>Kak Ha 6ay!

[Toka s mepeBapuBaia HOBOCTh, Oybra HaXMypHJIach:
- OTO YTO MOJIydaeTcs, OH Hally Mapro Kak NPUKpPLITHE UCIIONIH30Ban?!

Oti. Oii-€! To MeHs BCS rafjIMBOCTh CUTYyallMU [OIIa ITocjieqHel. { HepBHO CrJIOTHYIA. BrIXoouT, 9y
BenpMupa cooOurHuel HesHakoMIla moumy?!

Crynbuyna, 6nus! OTBieknacs! Y moyemy s MHTYHUILIHNIO HUKOT DA He CiyIaro, a?!
- MHe KOHeII... - TPOCTOHAJIA, 3aKPHIBas JIUI0 PyKaM¥y, - U BembMmup, HeOOCH, TIEPBLIM IPUCKOYET!..

- On, He cMmelIn HapPoO[, - GrIpKHyNIa UHec, - IPUKUHENILCS OYPOYKON, TTIa3KKW HeCUaCTHEIE COeslaelb,
CKazxKelllb, YTO 0OMaHOM B KOMHATY 3aMaHUJI, AypMaHOM HAIIOWJI, U HaAgpyrasics emle, Heromasi! 4 tebds
yMonsto, 6ynp mpoire!

[Ipoire, ara! OcobGeHHO Korga s1 y BenbMupa Kak 6e1pMo Ha ri1a3y!

- 4 mymaro, Hec mipaBa, CUTYyallus He TaKasl yK 0eCIIpocBeTHas, - mogaepxkara ¢peinuny Onau, - eciu
OBl HalI "ykKac Ha KPBUIbAX HOYKN" YTO-HUOYIb ITOJ03PeBall, Thl OBl He mmoexana co MHOM. Ho, Ha BCAKUMA
ciy4ai, IOBCIIOMUHAM. MoXKeT feTasnu OblIY IIPUMETHEBIE UJIH OH ToBOpuJ Tebe yero?! I'ooc Kakowu,
MOJIOOM, CTaphIn?



- Onnu! - He BBEIIEPIKAB, s MOKpacHesna: - BOT Korga Thl BCTPETHUIIh MYKYHUHY, KOTOPHIH IOTPSICAIOIe
TpaxaeTcs, s TOXKE CIIPOIIY - KaKO# Ke y Hero rooc!

- ... {1 6ynmy cTtapaThCcs BEIOMPATH HE MITUOHOB, - HUYYTh HE CMYIIEHHO 3aKOHYMJIA KHSIXKHA, IIPUBLIKHYB K
HamuM ¢ MHec BEIXOOKAaM, - THI He Oy3H, a mogyMaiu.

IenaTh Heuero, 6yny pa3MBIIIIATE. A 3a0IHO ¥ CKa304YKYy COUYMHATH AJII BenbMup - KTo S ¥ OTKy[na.
MoxeT, cpa3y II0CJie KPEIIOCTH BEPHYTHCS Ha 10T, B TO MECTEYKO, KOTOPOE § Iormasia?..

IeBOYKa U3 CHOB IIOPOU 3Bajla MEHS B Te Kpasd.
ITogpyru BpemHO 3akxeKanu. MaxHy/a PyKOM Ha 3TUX BPEeOUH, IIYCTh BECENIATCS.

VKke néxka B KPOBATH, I TPYCTHO CMOTpPEJIa B MMOTOJIOK. BEIXOAUT, HE MOHPABUIACh S HE3HAKOMITY - OH
cresajy CBOM IIMUOHCKME [ejla U BEIOPAJ IePBYI0 MONABIIYIOCS AEBYIIKY... HeT, HU4ero KpUTUYIHOTO,
IIPOCTO OOMIHO.

BcTpeuy em€ pas, riasa Ha ymu HaTsHy. Ho xoporr 65171, 3apa3a, 3TOro He OTHSITh.

A yTpoMm MeHs pa3bynui 1aked ¢ IPUKa30M IIOCETUTh UMIIEPATPULLY.

- ITpoxomu, moporasi. Caguce, - e€ BenmuecTBo KaTpuH oxkupana MeHsI B TOCTEBOM KOMHaTe. [J1s Hamero
pa3roBopa uMIiepaTpuila BeiOpasna "HYalHyo 3any" - caMoe YIOTHOE MECTO B KPEIIOCTH, Ha MOM B3TJIS[.
Ctentnl 1BeTa Koe ¢ M0OIoKoM, 6enbie yOoOHbBIE IUBAHYUKY, CTEKISHHBIE CTOTUKY IJIST HAITUTKOB... U
PUCYHOK yIUYHOTO Kade BO BCIO CTeHYy. TEmblH, TeTHHUI, COTPEBAOIINY B JIIOTHIM MOPO3 3a OKHOM.
HeBobHO 3aX0TENOCh YIIacTh Ha MIATKUM AMBAaH, HAKPHITLCA IJIEJOM U B3SATh Yalledky Kope. M-M-M!

TOHKO, Ballle BEeJIN4YeCTBO. BBIﬁpaTb IIPaBUIIBHYIO O6CTaHOBKy OJist 6€CeI[BI - YK€ HaIIOJIOBUHY BEIUT'DATE. qa
¥ He 3aMeTHIa, Kak pacciiabuiach, XOTS U3 MTOKOEB BHIIIIIA U3PSAMHO HANPIXKEHHON. BCE-TaKu mpUKa3 OT
uMnepatpulbl... C KaTpuH 51 cTapanachk He CBSI3LIBATbCSI. XOOUIU CIYXH, YTO €€ BETUYECTBO OBICTPO U
JKECTKO pa36HpaeTC${ C HEeYIrOOHbBIMH. BI:ICJ'Iy'H_[aB mapy I/ICTOpI/Ifl, s BIIedaTJINnJIaCh U PeIlllnjia MOJI4YaTh OT
I'peXxa mmoaarjibliie.

HMHTEepecHo, YTO ei OT MeHS IIOHAI00UIOCh?

4 nmpucena Ha yKa3aHHOE MeCTO M IIPUHSNA U3 PYK CIIy>KaHKM U3SAIMIHYIO YalledKy C 3eJIEHBIM YaeM. OnsaTh
HaBsI3aHHBIE IIpaBUJIa UT'DHI, HO 3€JIEHBIN Yal g 000 ¥ I09TOMY MOJYY.

OmHUM OBUKEHUEM OPOBU €€ BEJIMUECTBO OTIIPABHUIIA CIYXKAHKY BOH M3 KOMHATHL. ¥l MBICJIEHHO
MIPHUCBUCTHYJIa. Hy YeCcTHOe CJI0BO, 3TOM XKEHIIMHEe TOJIBKO Oelmxkuka: "IIpodeccruoHanbHas
uMnepaTrpuna” He XxBaTano!

- 4 mHOTO Ccneimrasna o Tebe, MaprapuTa, - Hadalia OHa, IPUTYOUB Yal, - TOBOPSAT, Thl HAXOOYWBa, CMeJia U
ofbJlafaenb He3aypsaOgHbEIM yMoM. Peikre KadecTBa st GPENIuHE, - HEIIPUSTHO YIIBIOHYIach €€
BEJINYECTBO.

Oy, ¥ KTO TaKyo TJIyIIOCTh cCKa3as?.. OOrYHas MO OIleHKa OT MPUABOPHEIX: B30aIMOIITHAas, Tpydas u
COBEPIIEeHHO He XeHcTBeHHas! Yxkac! Kommap! Bri3piBaiiTe IMoXKapHBIX, ¥ KOTO-TO IpUTropaeT!

Ho pmenats Hedero, NPUIIIOCH PACTSATHUBATH T'yOBI B yIbIOKE U 6JIarOapuTh.

- IMeHHO 110 3TOl ImpuYnHe S 00paliaich K TeOs 3a IIOMOIIBI0, - T0JI0C KaTpUH CMSATYUIICS, - B OYEHD,
O4YeHb OeJIMKaTHOM ferne. f Obl ¥ paga He HampsaraTh TeOs, Ho 6010Chb, HUKTO He CIIPaBUTCS ydIe!

Yero-o0?!

- 3a TOMOIIIBIO KO... MHE? - 1 aK 3axpuIiejia OT HeoXugaHHOCTH. OJHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM IIPOTUBHO
3adecaiach IIono4Yylka. Kak roBopui Mo ApYyT C KOPHSIMU U3 OIBOPOBOU IrONOTHL: "“TH 4ero MHe 30eCh
3aTupaels Boobie?!"

Kanko, uMnepaTpulie Hellb3sa TakK 0TBeTUTh. KilaccoBoe cocnoBue, 4Tob ero.
A nynen xnebHyna dyai, 4TOO HEHAPOKOM YTO-HUOYIb HE JISTTHYTh.

- K Tebe, Mapro, He cmylaiics. BnpodeM, maBay s pacCKaXy C Hadasa. [IOMHUIIE JIX TH, YTO CKOPO
CMOTPUHBI HEBECT Y MoeTo chiHA?.. [IpekpacHo. Tak BOT - 1 He X04y B HUX y4acTBOBaTh. [locne cmepTu
nobuMoro BceBosioma cBeTCKas XXU3HL MEHS yTHeTaeT. [la ¥ BO3pacT He TOT....

Ara, Bo3pacT y Heé. Bech mBopeI] yKe B Kypce, 4TO B T000BHUKaX Yy KaTpus mMosomoi "mpum"”
UMIIEPaTOPCKOTO TeaTpa. 3HOMHEINM NHOCTPaHell, KpacaBell-MyXK4YHuHa.



Cpenu bpelsvH CIIyxu pa3jieTaJIuch IOKpydYe MeMOB B UHTEPHETE.

- Ho mHe HY2XHa... M-M-M IIP€OCTaBUTEJIbHUIIA Ha CMOTPHHAX. Ta, KOTOpOfI s1 CMOTY ODOBEPATE. Ot Tebs
HeMHOT0 ToTpebyeTcs - coobmaThk 06 y9acTHUIAX, O CUMIATHUAX [JaHUMUPA U ell€... pa3y3HaTh HEKOTOPHIE
OeTasu.

BupgHO, 4TO-TO OTPaA3UIOCh Ha MOEM JTHIle, MO0 €€ BEJIMUYECTBO KAPTUHHO CIIOXBATUIACh:

- AX ma, He 3a KpacHBBIe TJIa3a, KOHeYHO. JI:060¥ TPy mosKeH ObITh BO3HATPaXKIOEH, 51 IIOHUMAIO, - B35IB
Iepo, OHa BhIBeJIa Ha JIMCTKE CyMMY U nepepana MHe. Oro. [IJisT UMIIepaTOPCKOM CEMbHU, TTIOHSITHOE [EeJo,
KamJsi B MOPe, 3aTO [JIsi IPOCTHIX CMEPTHEIX - Hojiras 6e30emHasi XKU3Hb. IIpaBaa, pagu 3TOTO s
MIPaKTUYECKU OTHAOCh B pabCTBO Ha BpeMsI CMOTPHUH.

- A KaKuve feTanu? - pacCessHHO CIIPOCHJIA, IBITAsCh 3aIlOIHUTD Hay3y. f OeldCTBUTENBHO He 3HaJjla, KakK
TIOCTYIIUTE.

- Hy manpumep, - OHa JIETKOMEBICJIEHHO MaxHyJjla JIUCTOYKOM, - Y3HATh, YTO IIPOUIOIII0 MEXKIY MOUM
CLIHOM M KHSI2KHOM TeMHOBCKOI. $1 yIrpocuna eé mprexaTb Ha CMOTPHHEI, pagy IOOOePKKH! s
Manumwupa. Eie Hamo mpucMOTPETHCS K Mape [eBYIIEK, paccka3aTh MHe 00 ux moBegeHuu. CJI0BOM,
HHUYEro CJIOXKHOTO M OIIACHOTO.

CrioBOM, OGBIYHEIM IIIIMOHAXK U IIOATAaCOBKa KapT. MMIepaTpuiia XoueT coenaTh II0 CBoeMy, Ho 6e3 ccop ¢
BEHIIEHOCHBEIM CBIHOYKOM. A KpatiHei Oyay si. Ho 3a Takue OeHLIH...

Ecnu nmogymaTts, 9TO Hemmoxou Berxon. Yepes gBa-Tpu roga OJUmy BEIDAOYT 3aMyXK, U s1 HABEPHSIKA CTaHY
el He HyXHa. [lTaHUMHUD... KaK Ol He Oojiesla 9Ta paHa, MHe He MeCTO B ero XXu3Hu. OH KeHUTCs, 3ajeliaeT
HACJIEOHUKOB U OyOeT HPaBUTh, a Iiiynas GpeinHa OTIpaBUTCs 6€3MOMHOM KOIIKOM Ha ynuiy. Y Bcé-
TaK¥M pa3yM IIOJCKa3bIBajl, YTO COTJIallaThCs Cpaldy He CTOUT. JlydIle MOTIHYTh BpeMs U KakK CJIeqyeT BCE
B3BECUTE.

- Braropapio 3a foBepure, HO 1 MOT'Y OTBETUTh He celdac? OTO CIUIIKOM BaXKHOe U OTBETCTBEHHOE
3apaHue, 4TOOHI S CJIIeII0 YBepoBajla B CBOM CHUJIEI! - YTO HE TOBOPH, YUUTENIb IO puTOopuke y Obru -
HacTosAmui ac. Kak HaciyIanach ero u Ka-a-ak 3aBepHya!

- Temiephb s BUXKY, 4YTO CIIYXU He Bpajd - Thl yMHa. [logyMal, meBOYKa, THl IyUIlle MeHs TOHUMaellb
CoOCTBEHHEIE ITIEPCIEKTUBEL... [ PyHsI, IT0 KaKOMy IIpaBy?! - mocienHee OBIIO yKe He MHE, a CITy2KaHKe,
3a0exaBlIel B KOMHATY.

- Baiire Bemu4ecTBO, - TPOXpHIIesia OH, OyxXasich Ha KOJIeHH, - He THeBalTech! ITocaHue OT mMIepaTopa
npuio. CpouyHoe, TOBOPSAT, AjIs Bac!

- Ox, Heyxenu?! - uMIepaTpuIla ax IOACKOYNIa, BMUT IIPEBPATUBIINCE U3 NadOCHOM TETKYU B
HOPMaJIbHYIO XKeHIUHY. [ToXoxKe, el ToXe [0 CMepPTH Hafoesla 3Ta KPEeroCTh.

- Hy 4dero cTouis, 30BU ITATHOTO I3BYHUKA! - paBKHyNa KaTtpuH: - [Touemy s 1o cux IOp ero He BUXKY?!

CriykaHKa TOPOIIJINBO 3aKKBajia ¥ OPOCHUIACEH B KOPUAOD. 1 MOMHSIACE CIeIoM 3a UMIIePaTPUIeH, C
TPEIeTOM B I'PYOM OXKHUOas coobineHus1. Xody o6paTHO Bo mBopell! TaM, MOXKET, yKe CHET pacTasi...

"He BONHY¥CS, - I3BUTEJIFHO OPOCHUII BHYTPEHHUM roJioc, - cepaue [JaHa TOYHO He pacTtasno. HeT y Hero
cepmua...'

Hwuuero ctpamtoro! f 6e3 ero cepaiia Kak-HuOyab BRIKUBY! BoH, HaIla xKe 0OgHOTO JII0O00OBHUKA, HANOY
elllé C OEecCsITOK!

Kak cmesimachk ogHaXAw MaMa: "PuTa, Thl IBHEIM IECCUMUCT, HO KQKOU-TO CIIUIIKOM YK HEyHEIBaroIIuii. B
JIydlllee He BEPHUIllb, 3aTO IJIOXUM HacjlaXkaaelbscs!"

{ Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aKpkhIjIa ria3a. MamuH ONITUMHU3M BCerga BHYIIIAJI MHE€ HaJeXny. Cetiyac 3TOro oueHb
He XBaTallo.

ITaTHEIY A3BIYHUK IIPUJIETEN Yepe3 MUHYTY. KOHEeYHO, SI3bIYHUKOB B KPEIIOCTH OBLIO aXK AecCsTh, HO 3TOT -
CIIeIMaIuCT O OTIIPaBKe U MPHUEMY MECTHBIX COOOImeHn. YEPT 3HaeT, Kak paboTaa ux Marudeckas
cucteMa. f BCE XOTejia 3aHITHCS I3BYHUKAMMU, TOJIBKO BDEMEHM He XBaTallo.

MHe [OJisg ABOpPLIA-TO MPUIIIJIOCh CUAETh C KHUTaMU HOYaMU HAITPOJIET.
- Yuraii! - mpukasaja uMnepaTpuna: - YTo mUmeT MO ChIH?!
- Barre BemuyecTBO, OH CKOPO mpubyAeT! BeauT roToBUTE BCTPEUY M OTKPHIBAThH BopoTa! Cockyuuncs!

- ITpubymeT cioga?! - oT yauBimeHus KaTpuH BhHIpBajia TUCTOK Y My3aTOTO KPYTIEHBKOTO I3BYHUKA U



nmpobexkanach B3TJISIAOM O CTpoukaM: - OX, Hy 9TO B ero Ayxe. Pa3 COCKy4YMICs, TO HEIIPEMEHHO HY2KHO
nprexaTh C nHCneKkuuen. O, ['pyHs, 6eru Ha KyxXHIO U K O30PHBIM - TyCTh roToBATCs! K momynHio
KIATh...

- MOXHO IIOOHSATHLCS Ha CTEHBI ¥ IIOCMOTPETD, - IPENJIOKUI SI3LIYHHUK, - KPEIOCTh Ha rope, Ballle
BEeJIMYECTBO, IIPOIIeCCHUI0 GyIeT BUIHO 3aI0JIr0 0 MPUOBITHSS!

- IToxamny#u! Ily6y mue!..

4 ToxKe BBICKa3aJjia XKeJlaHWe MOOHATHCH, OTIIPAaBUB Omnbre COO6H.IGHI/Ie CO CHy}KaHKOfI. CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO,
YTO ero BeJIn4YeCTBO IIOKHWHYJI IBOPEIl, HO KaKasd Pa3HHUIIA... 9%, He ofiHa HMIIepaTpulla COCKy4YnJiach.

I'mynas Ter, Maprapural

- JaBHO THMCHMO MIPULLIO? - YTOYHUIIA I, TPUHUMas I1y0y v jT1akes: - He gac ke HaM Ha BETPY CTOSATEH?..
- I3 KaHIlensIpuu OTIIPAaBUJIM HEeaBHO, BUOATh, 3arosi TOTOBUJIUCH!

- VI3 xaHUensapun? - 1 HaXMypuJjiack: - YTo moJiydaeTcsi, UMIepaTop 0e3 si3bIYHUKA B OTPSAAe moexas?!

Kakwue OB TOCIEACTBUS HE UMEJI 3aTOBOP, B KOTOPOM ITOTHO uMIlepaTop BceBosof, SI3bIYHUKYN BCE PABHO
0CTaBaJINCh OIIOPOM TPOHA. DTO ObIa aKkcuoMa. [JaHUMUPY 10 TPOTOKOJIY IOJI0KEH 3CKOPT U3 IATH
SI3BBIYHUKOB KaK MUHUMyM! A OH HU OTHOTO C C00O0Ii He B3s?..

MecTHHY "nelgxKep" TONBKO moxaJj nnedamu. Hy ma, ero gesno npoctoe. Ho [JaHy OB MO3TH IIPOMBITS!
HamexkHsyTe uTO 11 Onbre Uiu €€ BeJIUIeCTBY?..

[Toropma ceromust Ovly1a Kak 1o IIyIIKUHY - MOPO3 U COJIHIIE. f OCHUIbHEe 3aKyTaJjlach B ITyOKY,
pasrisgbiBast rTopu30HT. Oro, a KaHIeIsIpus paccyuTana IIPOCTO MAaCTEPCKY - y2Ke Yepes Iapy CeKyH[ Ha
mopore MOSBUINCH BCAOHUKU. £ cXOfy HacumuTaa aX TpUHaAllaTh YeJIOBEK M MBICJIEHHO IIOpa3ujach -
HeyKeJu HU OOHOTO A3bIYHUKA? B KOHIle KOHIOB, [laH MOT OTIIPaBUTEL CBOETO BOpoHa, PetiBa. Iloroma
cerogHs jéTHas!

- EoyT! - pagocTtHO 3axsonasna Omnbra, KoTopas npubekana cjiemoM 3a HaMu. [laxke CTpazKHUKH
O0KWBUJIUCH U BBEICHIIAJIA Ha CTeHY. Bo IBOpe KpemocTu yxke cobpanuch KapayJibHEIH, TOTOBSICh K
OTKPBITHIO BOPOT. [IBe OrPOMHEIE KeJIe3HbIE CTBOPKU OBUIN IOA CTATh 3aMKY - TSKEITBIE,
MOHYMEHTAaJbHEIE, U OTKPHIBAIU UX aX BlIecTepoMm!

Y MeHs HEOPUSITHO EKHYNO B XkKenynke. [louemy ke PeiiB He nmeTut?.. ¥ Hac C BOPOHOM €ro BeJIn4ecTBa
Oblya OoblIast ¥ B3aUMHas 1000Bb. ITO YEPTOBCKM YMHAS MTHUIA BCeTa Haxoausa MeHs, TpeOys
BKYCHSIIKY MU ITOUTpaTh. ['me ke oH?!

HeBonmbHO BCIIOMHMIICS Hall Pa3roBop ¢ aHoM, mepep CaMbIM OTIIPABJIEHUEM.

- Maprapura... - TOTSHYJI UMIIepPaTop, 3aKOHYUB MPOIIaHue C CeCTPOH U MaTepkwio: - [IogoiauTe KO MHe.
YouBnEéHHO TNIsTHyNa Ha [laHUMUpPA, HO TTOOIIIa. BHTIsAmesN oH ellé Xyxe, 4eM Buepa.

- BriciuTecsh, Ballle BEIMYECTBO. S PAIOM C BaMU yXKe SA3BUThH HEe MOTY, - B3MOJIMJIACh IIOYTU CJIE3HO, - a
O4YeHb X04YeTcCs!

IlaH BOpPYT yALIOHYIICS.

- O, Tak s Hameén crocod YKOPOTUTH Balll OCTPHIN A3b90K?.. Crtacu6o0, 3amoMHuM! A Terepb 6€3 LUIyTOK,
Maprapura, 6yabTe OCTOPOXHEL. { mpenynpenus mamy u OJbTy, ¥ Ipeqynpexkaaio Bac, Kak caMylo
HalbIromaTe bRy U3 GpeinuH.

- EcTb moBop [yt 6€CIIOKOMCTBA? - T HAKJIOHHUIIA TOJIOBY. TOH MMIIepaTopa MHe He TTOHPaBUIICS.

- BriosiHe BO3MOZKHO, YTO BaC OHU He KOCHYTCs. CKaxXeM TakK - IPOU30IIJIa Eemb COOBITHHM, KOTOPYIO MBI C
BenbmMupoMm He MOKeM MOHATE. [[03TOMY s IPOIITy Bac IPUCTYIIATHCSI K MOUM ciioBaM. Eciu 49To - XKouTe
PefiBa c BECTBIO, OH BCE PABHO JIETUT K BaM... B JIIOOOM ClIydae, - 3aKOHYUJI OH CO CTPAHHOU YCMEIIKOH. £
TI0 IPUBHEIYKE He o0paTusia Ha HEE€ BHUMAaHUS.

- OTkpeIBai! - mpo6Gacui KTo-To ¥ BOPOT. CTBOPKM HATYKHO 3aCKPUIIEJIM, HEXOTS OOYUHSSIChH BOJIE
MIPOYHEUNIINX KaHATOB.

Bormbilie mBagmaTy BCAOHUKOB Ha TOPU30HTe. PeliBa HeT. [IMCbMO ONPUIIIIO U3 KAHLUENISIPUH, XOTS B TAKOM



OTpsifie He MOXKET He OBITh I3LIYHUKA.
- He oTkpriBatiTe!!! - 3a0para s Tak, YTO JIIOOU PSOOM IapaxHynauch. Ho MHe GBIJIO BCE paBHO.

- Ballie BeiM4ecTBoO, - 1 CTPEMUTEJILHO pa3BepHyiack K KaTtpuH, - maBatite nogoxnmeMm! IToxanyiicra!
[TpukaxkuTe He OTKPHIBATL BOpOTa!

Ko mHe noBepHyHUCH BCe. MecTHBIE OGUIEPH], SI3BIYHUKHY, CIIYTH. Bo IBOpPE TOXKE 3aMepJiu - MOU BOILIb
TPOMKUM 3XOM IIPOJIETEJI 10 KPEIIOCTH.

- Yrto cnyumsnocs, Mapro? - Onbra onepenuia sBHO HETOBOJIBHYI0O MOUM KPUKOM UMIIepaTpuIly: - bpar
MIPHUKa3aa OTKPBITH BOPOTA.

- A BBI YBEPEHHI, UTO 3TO OBIJI €r0 BEIMUECTBO? - BHIAOXHY/IA B OTBET: - PeliB He IpuUIeTeJl, a OH Bcerga
JIeTUT BOepén nmneparopa. OTpsa O0JIbIION, HO COOOIIEHNE T0OYEeMYy-TO IIPUIIIIO U3 KaHuenspuu! 1
HaAKOHEII, er0 BeJIMYeCTBO HOYaMHU He CIIUT U3-3a OOMJIUS [eJl, ejie HAIIél MUHYTY, YTOOBI BaC IPOBONUTH!
C gero OBI OH JINYHO OTIPABUJICS B HAaIEKYyI0 KPETOCTh?!

41 BRIAsMIa 3TO Ha OMHOM JbIXaHWHW. Ha HECKONMbKO CEKYyHI Ha CTeHe BOIlapHuiiach THUIIMHA, HapylllaeMast
JINITE KOHCKUM TOonoTOM. OTpsapn mpubiuzxkaics. 51 B IOJTHOM OTYasTHUM ITOCMOTpPENIa Ha Aopory. BcagHukos
Kak O0yaTo ctamo Gosble...

- 3aKpHITh BOPOTAa! - BHE3AIIHO PSIBKHYJ BOeBOfa, Ieperubasch yepes3 3y0Oel] CTeHH: - BrIcTpee,
nonieBenuBaiTecsh! He coum!

- {1 He maBamna IIpHKa3a, - TOT4YaC BCIIOJIOIIINIIaCh UMIIE€EPATPUIIA, - YTO BEI cebe mmo3Bonsere?!
BOpOI[aTbeI BO€BOOa MPA4YHO BEITAHYJICA IIepen KanI/IH:

-V MeHs IIpuKa3 uMIlepaTopa - 3alllUTUTh Bac J1I000# 1eHOH, Balle BenudecTBo! Ec/iu eCTh COMHEHUS B
TIOIJTMHHOCTH COOOIIeHus, JTydire nepedaets. OTKPHITH BOPOTA - eJI0 HECKOJIBKUX MUHYT. ETo BeTu4ecTBo
caM BeJiesl ObITh HAYEKY.

- U BupaBny, MamMeHbKa, faBalTe He OyoeM cIemuTs, - OIn MSITKO B3sijIa UMIIEpPaTPUILy 3a PYKY, - [lan
meHCTBUTENBHO BCeTa OTIpaBisieT PeliBa, YTOOH COOOIIUTEL O CBOEM MPUOBITHH, a cefiyac s ero He BUXKY.
Ia emé mpuKas CTPaHHBIN OB - OTKPHITH BOPOTa. 3aueM [JaHMMUPY OPOCUTH O TAKOW Meno4u?

4 MBICTIEHHO YMUINJIaCh BeNINKOM KHAXKHe. Ofbra, TH XK Mos yMHuIa! Beiciymias gous, Katpusn
VHUYTOXUTEIFHO QBIPKHYJIA, HO K €€ 4eCTH, BHUMATEJIPHO OTJIsIesla BCAOHUKOB. f TOXKe IOBEPHYIacCh.
BnuH, Bpoze cTaHmapTHAs ofeXk/aa KOPONIeBCKOM reapauu. Heyxkenu st ommbi1acs?..

BopoTa 3axJI0mHyIUCH ITEPE] CAaMbIM TPUOLITHEM BCATHUKOB. [[OMYUHSISICH CTapIIEMY BOEBOME, I3BIYHUKHU
BCTaJH y 3yOIIOB CTEHBI, OCTABAsICh IO HYKHOTO MOMEHTA B TEHH, a HaJl BOPOTAMHU ITOCTPOUJIMCEH COJIIATHI,
C PyXKBEM KaxKabl#. TOJIPKO cefiyac s1 0co3Hasia, KaKol XKe MaJleHbKUY TapHU30H y KperocTu. He Gomnblie
OeCSATH SI3BIYHUKOB M OKOJIO IBAAIIATH CTPAXKHUKOB. Y KHSIXKHBI 1 UMIEPATPUIIEI OXPAHEI OBIJIIO ¥ BOBCE -
MISTHh YeJI0BEK, BKITIoYasi 6opomaToro BoeBoay. C OApyro¥ CTOPOHE, [JlaHMMUPa MOXKHO MOHSATH - KPEOCTh
cunTaeTcss 6e301acHOM, a 60IbIION OTPSAN HECOMHEHHO IIPUBJIEK ObI BHUMaHue K oTbe3ny OJIbru u
Kartpu=.

K croBy, 13 JKEHIIIWH Ha CTEHE OCTAaJacCh TOJIBKO 5 - OCTAJIbHBIX BEXKJIMBO IOTIPOCUITN YOATUTHCS.
Co6CTBEHHO, MEHS TOXKe IIPOCUIIH, HO 5 OTKa3lasachk. Pa3 yxk 3aBapuiia Kamry, Oyoy pacxnebriBaTh. Ho
0co60 5T He OEeCIIOKOUIIACh - [JIsI MITypMa TOJICThIX KAMEHHBIX 3yOI0B HyKHa TSAKENas mylika. I1paBaa, eé
€CTb SI3BIYHUKH, KOTOPHIE BCETTIa CIIOCOOHBI HA HEOXKUAHHBIE TPIOKM. ..

4 mammHEaNBEHO TIOOHSA r71a3a B He6o. Hy roe PeiiB? Csiob BOPOH MHE HA IJIEYO, CUTyalusi OBl MUTOM
MIPOSICHUJIACS.

Ho BcagHuKY yKe mmogbexanau K KPerocTH, a PediB Tak u He TTOSBUJICS.

- YTo mpoucxoguT?! - pa3masics Hag KPenoCThIo YCUJIEHHBIM Marruel rojoc: - [louemMy BopoTa 3aKphITH?!
OTKpPHITL BOPOTA MIPEJ €T0 BETMYECTBOM HEMeIs!

- CHayaa MBI XOTUM BUETh €r0 BeJIUYECTBO, - CIIOKOWHO ITapupoBall BoeBofa, 00Xoasach 6e3 BCIKOI 0o
ycumneHus. Ho ero cnosa B TUIIMHE IIPO3ByYalau OTUETIINBO.

- TeI CMeelllh C BOJIel uMIepaTopa CIIOPUTEL?! - TapKHYT BCAOHUK, TOT, YTO BhIeXan BIepemn. 1 BHUMATEIIbHO
pasrisgbiBaja IPUOBIBIINX FBAPOEHIIeB, HO TO JIM 3peHMe IOOBOMUIIO, TO M [JaHUMHpPa CPeOu HUX
OEeHCTBUTEJILHO He OLLIO.

- I/IMHepaTop Ha3BaJI MHE CJIOBO-KJIIOY, ¥ TOJIBKO YCIJIBIIIIAaB €ro, s MOT'Y OTKPBEITH BOPOTaA. HYCTL OH HA30BET
CJIOBO UJIH IIepenacT 4epe3 CBOUX C.TIyT!



CnoBo-kmo4u? Oro, HU4ero oHu ¢ [laHoM 3aMOPOYHUIINCS.
ITo psimaM BCagHUKOB IIPOJIETEJI HEMOBOJILHLIN POIIOT, a IIEPEroBOPIINK 3aMEeTHO IIOCMYPHETI.
- MHe He OBIJIO IepefaHo0 HUKAKUX YKa3aHuk!

Mojomoii I3EIYHUK PSIIOM CO MHOM KapTUHHO Pa3Msijl PyKH U IIOOMUTHYI. Bpofie Kak XOTeN yCIIOKOUTh, a
Ha [eJie - gajl MOHSTh, YTO JOBEPHE K "MMIIePaTOPCKOMY" OTPSIAY Ha UCXOTE.

- B TakoM cnydae, 1 X049y BUIETh UMIIepaTopa JIMYHO, - IOOEITOKUII BoeBoda. JInbo MHe II0Ka3aIock, 1160
BCA[HUKY 3aHEPBHUYAIIH.

- Ero Benu4yecTBO OCTaJICs C IPOBEPKOM B ropofe! - pIBKHY MMapjlaMeHTED. - Haln oTpsiao BeIexan BIepén,
pas3BedbIBaTh JOPOTY, a OTPSA UMIIepaTopa MpubymeT ciemoM, C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY! OTKpEIBa#, CTapuK,
vHa4de He CHOCUTH TeOe T'0I0BHI!

4 noxocunack Ha "cTapuka", KOTOPHIUA BRIIIPSIMUJICS BO BECh HEMaJIBIM POCT.

- 4 MOBUHYIOCH TOJIBKO BOJIE M YKa3aM ero BeJInYecTBa, IEcHi BRIPomoK! [TIoka CJI0BO He yCIHBIITY, CUAETh
BaM II0J CTEHaAMU KpernocTtu!

YTo-TO IIOCIIEe 9TUX CJI0B OOCTAHOBKA CJIeTKa HaKanuiaachk. BcamHUK BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY OTPSAAY, HO
ye3:KaTh OHM He CIemuIn. 51 3aMeTuIa OI[eHUBAIOIIHUe B3TIISIAL, KOTOPHIE JIZKe-TBapAeIlbl Kuaiu Ha
KpenocTth. YépT... Hamm a3s9HUKY TOXKe mopobpanuck. ConaaTh ¥ BOBCE - B3SI/TM BCAAHUKOB Ha IPUIIE]T.
Ilazke co CTeHH! 51 BUAea, KaK COLIYPUJICS IapjlaMeHTED... © MPavyHOo CIUIIOHYB, TIOJCTETHYJI JIOUalb.
Bcrnen 3a HUM rypb00¥ IOHECTIUCEH OCTAJIbHEIE.

Yxopar?..

51 He 3aMeTHIa, KaK BHIMOXHYJI BOEBOAa, KaK YKPaJKON BEITEP IIOTHBEIE JJafOHU OOWH U3 I3EIYHUKOB U KakK
CTPakKHUKHU PafoCTHO ONyCTUIIN OPYKHUe. Y MeHs BAPYT MUD 3aKadalcs Iepeq riasaMu... Hago xe,
CTOJIbKO OCTaBallaCh CIIOKOMHOM, a ceiiyac OyOTO CTpyHa BHYTPH JIOMHYJIA.

K cyacTbio, TOT caMblil YIIBIOUUBHIM SI3LIYHUK HE JaJl MHE OCECTb Ha XOJIOOHBIN KaMeHb.

- Matyunus y Tebs1, meBKa, Ha BeC 30JI0Ta, - OPOCUIJI BOeBOMa, He TJISAAs Ha MeHs, - TUMUp, OTIIpaBb-Ka
BECTHHKA HampsMyoo Benbmupy. [1ycTh OHU B CTOJIHIIE Pa3bUpPaOTCs, TOe UMIIePaTOpP U YTO 3TO 3a OTPSIT
OBLI TAKOM!..

I'maBa 3

ITo npuka3ly JaHuMupa, Ha CIeAyIONIUi HeHb MBI BEIJIETENIN B cTonully. [losarato, mepzkaTh HacC B
KperocTu 0osbline He OBIJIO CMBICTIA. £l moraabIBajiach, YTO CUTyallMs C 3arOBOPIIMKAMU CI0XKHAS... HO
TaKOM HarjioM, OTKPOBEHHOU aTaKu He KfaJjl HUKTO. [laxke CTpaIllHO ITPeACTaBUTh, YTO OHU MOTJIA
YCTPOUTH B KPETOCTHU. A BIIpOYEM, 3a IPUMEPOM [IAJIEKO XOOUTEL HE HAJ0 - Tparequs Ha 6ajy u yOuicTBO
uMImeparopa. 4 mo 6onu 3akycuna rydy. He xouy gymaTh OT TOM, YTO YYBCTBOBAl [laHMMUP OCIIE
nocyanus Tumupa. A ecinu 661 Onery u Katpun moxutunu? ['ocriogu, HUKOTa He [al MomacTh Ha TaKOH
BBHIOOD!

Ot xkpenoctu mo Bonby, roe Oblyla QUIMKAHCHAS CTAHIMS, HAC COIIPOBOXKAAJ IIOJTHOIIEHHEIN 60€BOM OTPS.
Korpa MBI BEIeXany Ha TPaKT, s BLENUIIACh B IIOBOABLS U ITOCTOSTHHO ornisnbiBanack. Omnu u MHec
CMOTpENH Ha MEHsI CTPAHHO, HO s1 He pearupoBajla Ha MX B3TJISIOBL. BCE-TakKu MpaBUIBHO CHEJial BOeBO/a,
4TO BeJIeJ JKeHIIWHAM YUTH - OHU He BUIEJN OTPS BCAOHUKOB, 1 O6efa CI0BHO IIpoInia CTOpoHou. [Toutu
He ObI7Io Genbl. [Ipyroe mesio, YTO HOYBIO ST TaK U He CMOTJIa 3aCHYTh. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO yHaioCh -
HEMHOTO TTOOPEMATh B OUIUIKAHCE.

Ha ctonuyHOM BOK3ajie Hac BCTpedasl JIMYHO ero BeIn4ecTBO. BepHee, He Hac, KOHEYHO, a MaTh U CECTPY.
[Tonw3yscek cnyyaeM, Onbra MaxHyJla Ha IPOTOKOJIEL U Opocunack aHy Ha mreto. OGEIYHO K CECTPE €ro
BEJIMYECTBO OTHOCHUJICS CYyXOBATO... HO Cefdac JUIIb Kpende O00HSIII XPYIKYI0 QUTYPKY KHSKHEL. ITocne
CMEpPTH OTIIa OTHOIIEHUS MEXKAYy HUMU 3aMETHO IIOTEIJIENIN - BUAHO, U y J[laHa B T'OJIOBE YTO-TO LIEJTKHYIIO.

A MHe Ha PYKYy CIHKUPOBAaJl YEPHLIN BOPOH.

- Cockyuurcsi, PeiiB? - Becejio mpou3Heca s, OrIaXkKuBasi BOPOHa II0 rojioBe. He 3Ha10, MOXKHO Niu
[JIAAUTE IITHI], HO KOHKPETHO 3TOMY BPOEe HPaBUIIOCh. I10 KpaliHel Mepe, OH YacTo Jie3 MO PYKY U
TpeboBaI MOBTOPUTE.

Bcé-Taku PeiiB OB [0 XKYTH YMHBIM BOPOHOM. MIHOTIa fazke myralolle YMHBIM. BOT u ceiivac nzobpazxkan
TaKyI0 JJaCKOBYIO 3BEPYIIKY, Kak OyITO YyBCTBOBAJI MUHYBIIYIO Oemy.



- Bcé obornocs, PeiiB, - TOBTOPSIA s, - BCE 000IIIOCE...

41 He coMHeBasach, YTO C BO3BpAIIlEHHEM BO [IBOPEI] CIIOKOMHAS KMU3Hb 3aKOHUYUTCS. OOUH IITIOC AaléKoH
KPETIOCTH - TUIIINHA, TIOKOM U TIOJIHOE OTCYTCTBUE CyeTHl. [IBOpeI] Ke T'yaen ABafnaTh 4eThpe yaca. MHe,
BBEIpOCIIIe! B GOJIBIIIOM I'Opofie, faxe He MPUIIIOCh OTBHIKATH OT HryMa. A BOoT MHec 4acTo XkajoBaiach Ha
TOJIOBHEIE 0OMHU - y €€ poauTenell, MeJIKUX [BOPSIH, ObIJIO CBOE UMEHNe B IepeBHE. B Takve MOMEHTHI 5
OCTPO YYBCTBOBaJIa Pa3HUIy Mexkay Hamu. Ho umenHo MHec momMoriia MHE OCBOUTHCS BO IBOPIIE.

Tpu roma mpounio... 8 cxkana B TaJOHSIX YallleuKy ¢ Kode ¥ 3aJyMUYUBO OTJIsiiesia CBOU IMOKou. CIIOBHO
IIepBLIM pa3 BuAesia. KoMHaTKa, Kak U Iojlarajaoch oOLIYHOM dpeiinuHe, Obl1a HeOOIbIIIONW, 3aTO C
COOCTBEHHOI BaHHOI. ['TTaBHAsI UPOHMS KPEHIJIACh B TOM, YTO HECMOTPS Ha pa3Mephl IOKOEB, B IIPOIIIOH
KHU3HU Y MEeHSI HUKOTHa He OBIJIO TAKOH pockoilu. Kpemnkas OBycIiajbHas KPOBaTh U3 HATypPasbHEIX IIOPOI
mepeBa, TyMOOYKa ¥ UISIITHLIA KOMOJ OPEX0BOI0 IIBETA - IOPOT0l TapHUTYP faKe Ha HeHUCKYIITEHHBIN
B3TJISA, @ KaKWe 3[eCh TKaHu... Kak pegkuil XaHA-MeNI, KOTOPHIN ITLETCSA BPYYHYI0. 51 wacTo Tporana
TIOKPBIBAJIO MJIX IIITOPHI IO Hadaly - He MOTJia IPUBLIKHYTD K OIIYIIeHUSIM.

Ha mosy B KOMHATKe J1eKaJjl HaCTOSIIHM ITapKeT, HAKPHITHIH CBEPXY MYLIUCTHM 0elbIiM KOBpOM. IToxkanyi,
CaMbIM IIPOCTHIM 3JIEMEHTOM OBIJTM CTEHBI, BRIKpPAIlleHHbIE B OOLIYHBIN CUpPEHeBhIl 11BeT. Ho 3T0
COBEPIIIEHHO HE TTOPTUJIO OOIIYI0 KAaPTUHY, HAa000POT - U3OBITOK 3JIEMEHTOB HATIPSATAN B3TJIsAO. A B
COOCTBEHHOM KOMHATE MHE XOTEJIOCh UMEHHO ITOKOSI. 3a TPU rofia s CBUJIa OJisi ce0s1 BIIOJIHE YIOTHOE
THE3[O.

TomnbKo 4TO maneine? Celdac s xkuiaa 0e3 MPoIIIoro u OyAyIIero, HaclaxkaasiCb TeM, YTO CYIIECTBYIO,
MBICJTIO U OBINIY. MOXKEeT, IIPUHATh IIPeIjIoKeHre HMIIepaTpPuIiel? B TakoMm ciy4ae, y MeHs OyOyT OHeHbI'H U
NepcrnekTuBH. HampuMep, KyIuTh OOM B CTOIHIE, 00pacTaTh CBSI3SIMHU, UCKATh PaboTy... 3aMy2K BBEIUTH,
HakoHell! Y genos-To Bcero - mogobpaTek [laHy HyXKHYIO HeBecTy. OguH Mecs 60J11, 3aTO ITIOTOM -
cBobomal!..

OT cTyKa B OBeph s eBa He paciuieckana Kode. Koro einé npuHecio Ha HOUb risaas?! Onbra pa3penuina
MHe B34Th BEIXOOHOM, U TPATUTh €ro Ha He3BaHLIX BU3UTEDPOB S PEIIUTeIbHO He cobupanacs.

On...

- I1oOpEIil Beuep, - CBePKHYB KPaCHBIMM O4YaMH, ITPOU3HEC TJIaBa TaMHOM KaHIEJITPUH, - IIPOIIY IIPOIIEHUS
3a MO30HUM BU3UT, HO MOT'Y S BOUTHU?

- IlHTepecHO, a KTO-HUOYObh OTKA3kIBaI? - TUX0 Mpo0ypyara 5, MPOIyCKas MECTHBIM HOYHOM KoIIMap K
cebe B KOMHATY. A 4T0 genaTth? He myctuins BenbMmupa - uepes IATh MUHYT OTIIPABUIILCS B €T0
KaHIeJIIPUIO C 3aJIOMaHHLEIMU pyKaMu. biaro XoTs, 4TO 3a BCell CyeTol g He ycliena IIepeofeThCs - TaK U
cupesna B JOPOXKHOM IINIaThe.

- OTKa3bBay, - YCMEXHYJICS My>K4WHA, - BePHEE, IILITAIUCh...
Hy kaxkue Bce yIIacThle 3BePH, aXX CMOTPEThH TOIIHO.
- YeMm o6si3aHa? - 1 Ha aBTOMATe CXBAaTUIIA YAIlIKy M MIPUTIacuiia "KommMap" 3a KOQelHBIN CTOTHK.

- Y MeH$s eCcTh HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, - CKPUITYYHUM, ITOYTH MEXaHUYECKUM I'0JIOCOM mpou3Héc Bembmup. Ero
TéMHasi, 6IecTsIIas B MOJIyMpaKe MacKa MCKaXajla pedb 0 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH. ¢ KakK OyaTo roBopuia C
po6GoTOM, CIIOCOOHEIM Ha OOHY-ABE 9MOLMK. He CIHUIIKOM MPUSTHO. XOTS IIOO03peBaio, HMEHHO MaCKHu
Cco37aBajiv TAaWHOM CTpaxe 0COoObIH, myratomuii opeon. OHM Ka3anuch 6e3MuKuMU, 6€32KaI0CTHRIMU
TEHSIMH, CKPEITEIM TY30M B PyKaBe TpOHAa. M MOHSTHOE [OeJji0, YTO CBSI3LIBAThCS C TAMHOM KaHIeIspuei
HUKTO He JTIOOMII.

- 4 cnymiaio Bac, - OTBETHIIA C JIETKOM HeOPEeKHOCTHI0, COOMpasi BOJIIO B KyJlaK. BenbMUp cej HalpoTUB
MEeHS U 4yTh I He [OBIPKY IIPOCBEPJIMJI CBOUMM KpPaCHBIMU I'Jla3aMu. Th(dy, MIpoBamuch, Hy 4TO 3a MyKUK
BpEeOHBIN!

- Kaxk BEI y3Ha/iIu, 4TO IUCHEMO OT UMIIepaTopa MOoAfgeIbHOe?
YouBnéHHo 3amMoprarna. A pa3Be eMy He cKa3amu?

- Doramanack. CIHUIIIKOM MHOTO CTPAaHHOCTEH Habpajioch B UTOTe, - IIPo PeliBa s mpedodia yMoiadaTh.
[Tomymaemrs, BOPOH He mpuseten. EIé npuMeT 3a OypouKy.

- CTpaHHOCTEH OBLIIO MHOTO, He criopio. Ho Kak BHIIIIO, YTO AOTafaliich BH OHA?..
OH HaKJIOHUJ T'OJIOBY, 3aCTaBJIsISI YYBCTBOBaTh Ce0s1 KPOIUKOM Ileper yOaBoM. D, CTOII!

- Brl MeHst B 4éM-To ntopo3peBaeTe?! [loramanachk, IOTOMY YTO CIIBIIIalia Pa3rOBOP MMIIEPATPHUIILL C



SI3BBIYHUKOM, MBI BMEeCTe IIUJIM 4al! A IIOTOM yBUIeJia I'PYIIY BCAAHUKOB M YAUBUIIACH TOMY, YTO IIUCHMO
IIPUIIIIO U3 KaHIeNnIpuu. M HaKOHeIl, CMyTHJIH 3aHSTOCTh €r0 BeJINUeCTBa U IPUKa3 0 BOPOTax.
CobcTBeHHO, BCE! f mpenynpennia BOEBOMY, a OH PEIINII ITOCTPax0BaThCs !

ITOT TEMHOMOPIHIH Haxke He APOTHYII.

- A pa3Be s Bac B 4€M-TO 00BUHS10? MHe Hafo ObIJI0 BOCCTAHOBUTE MMOPSIIOK COOBITHM U S €T0
BOocCTaHOBUA. Ecyiu OBI Balll CJIOBA HE COIIIKCH C IMTOKA3aHUSIMH UMIIePaTPUIIEI M BoeBomakl CliaBsiHa, Toraa
OBl MBI IEPEITN K OOBUHEHUSIM.

4 mopmépra KyJlakoM IIEKY U BEIPA3UTEJIFHO IOCMOTpesia Ha Benbmupa. OueHb BRIPA3UTEITBHO.

- {1 mo cux nop He 3HAI, KTO Bl U OTKy[a B351JIMCh, & MEXKY IIPOYUM, B [IOCTOSIHHO HaXOOUTECH PSAOOM C
Benuko# KusxxHoM. Y moka Balry MOTUBBE HEM3BECTHEI, BHI 11O TOA03pPeHueM. B m000i cuTyaruu.

- Cnacu60 3a yOUNCTBEHHYIO YeCTHOCTD, - GLIPKHYIIA 5, - CIyIlaiTe, BenpMup, s CTO pa3 roBopuja BaM,
4TO HUYEro He NOMHKIO! MoxeT xBaTuUT?

- MaprapwurTa, - He3KUBOH XOJIOAHBIM CMEIIOK, - BH JIZKETE U JIXKETE He CITUIIKOM UCKYyCHO. Hy, TauTech
masbIlle, PAHO JIM MMO3OHO IIPaBAa BCKPOETCS, - OH ITOTHSIJICS W HapaBuUJIiCAd OBIIIO K IBEPH, HO BOPYT
obepHyJics: - Y 3aiimuTe K 1ekKapio. Brl ceituac He B TOM ¢popMe, 4TO OBl HOIIpaIIuBaTh Bac... Ho MbI
00513aTeIbHO BEPHEMCS K 9TOMY Pa3roBOpY.

ITom XJIOIIOK OBEPH ST MEIJIEHHO CIIOJI3/Ia Ha ITo/1. 3a00TIuBLIM, OMMH, KaKoH. I'0JI0Ba el CTBUTEIILHO
KPYKHUIach Imocie mnepenéra. Ho K 1ekapio TOYHO He MOUAY - Hago IPOCTO BBICIIATHCS.

OpHO UHTEPECHO - KaK OH IOHSII?..

YTpoMm g mpocHynachk 60apoOH, OTHOXHYBIIEH U MOBOJILHOM XKU3HBIO. BeCcHA, B KOHIIE KOHI[OB! COJTHBIIITKO

CBETHUT, py4elku OeryT, CHeT IOATasiI... aX B MapTe, a He B Hauajle Masi, Kak Ha UCTOPUYECKO# poguHe.
[Tpomenias 3uMa Ka3ajlach MHE OOJIT0M, MOYTH OECKOHEYHOM, HO X0JI0fa HEU3MEHHO 3aKaH4YUBAIOTCH.

Ilaxke myI0X0€ HE MOXKET IJINTHCS Be4HOo. Harmra &K13Hb - caMble YOUBUTEJIPHEIE BECHL B MUDE.

IleBOYKa M3 CHOB YacCTO MMOBTOPsJIA, UTO ST IOJIXKHA BEPHYTHCS. Ha Bce MOM BOIIPOCH! OHA OTBeYasa
OOVHAKOBO. DTO HYXKHO Ay Oananca. Kakoro 6amanca?.. UcTopusi, mOKpLITasi MpakoM. Bo3bmy dhoHapukK
OMHAX[IHl ¥ TIOHIY UCKATh 9TOT HEYIOBUMBIHM OalaHC.

KoHeuHO, g CIyKaBJjIl0, €CJIU IPUTBOPIOCH COBCEM YK He3HaloIleH. [leBoyka roBOpHJia O BIIOJTHE
KOHKPETHOM MecTe, HefajleKo oT nofepexbsi. TOIBKO IToexaTh Ha MOpPEe S He MOTJIa 0 OBYM IIPUYWHAM -
BO-TIEPBHIX, (peiinrHa 00s3aHa Be3ie COIIPOBOXKAATh TOCIIOXKY, @ BO-BTOPHIX... B OTJIMYHeE OT [laHa, IaMsTh
s1 He Tepsinia.

U sta maMaTh MeHS XOPOIIEHBKO TaK MMeJIa.

- Maprapwura! - no Tpagunuu 3a6apabaHui B Moo IBeph Epemeii: - Bac kenaiT BUETH €T0 BeINYEeCTBO,
€€ BeJIMYECTBO U €€ BHICOYECTBO KaK MOXKHO CKopee!!

bnuH, y HUX ogHa ¢peisiHa Ha BeCh OBOPEL UTO Iu?!

Cobupanacek g 1o TPaguIuy OBICTPO. YMEITECS HA CKOPYIO PYKY, COOPYOUTEH HEAaKKypaTHEIH "rpebemok"” Ha
TOJIOBE M C TPEXOM IIOII0JIaM BjIe3Th B mjiaThe. Celiuac B Mofe OBIIM HapsAObl TPKUX IIBETOB, C TIOPHOM U
rJIy0OKUM KBaApPATHHIM IEKOJIbTE. MHE, CBETJION OT IPUPOAHLI ¥ He UMEIOIeH BEIPa3uTEeIbHEIX (GopM,
Takue I1aThs 6aHanbHO He mnu. CKpulisd 3ydamMu, s TpaTHiIa KOHCKHE CYMMEl Ha YCIIYTH MOOUCTOK.
EnuHCTBEHHBIN IIITIOC - 6€3 TUITHETr0 00bEMa U HUXKHUX 000K, TKAHU Ha MeHs yXonuyio Masno. C moMOIIIbIo
KOPCETOB 5 Aejaja OObITNY aKI[eHT Ha TaJuM, a TIyboKoe MeKOJIbTe YMEHbIaa 3a CYET KPYXKeB U
000pOK. AHBEC, MOS JTI0OUMasi MOOUCTKA, IPUAYMBIBaja 0 TOTO "TOYHBIE" HAPSOBIL, YTO S IIOYTH BBEja
HOBYIO MOJy BO OBOpIIE.

HekoTtopsie 0c000 pbsiHbIE TTOKJIOHHUKY Ha3bIBaIX MeHsT "MKOHOU cTuig". Ilogo3peBaio, OHU IIPOCTO HE
moranbIBalIUCh, UTO 3J1ad (peinrHa ¢ CUHIKaMHU II0of I'Jla3aMU M ofieTasl C UT'OJIOYKHU Jiefu Ha Gaiy - 9To
OIHa U Ta e XKeHIIUHa.

[ToToMy 4TO OTpaxeHVe B 3epKajie KpaCHOPEeYUBO CTaBUJIO MHe [BOMKY. ITo mecsitTubannbHOM mikane. Ho
MOHapIue 0COOH XKOaTh He JII00ST, a Y MEHSI CETOIHS aXX TPHU 3asBKHU.

B Kopupope g norimana CiyKaHKY U BeJlesla liepefaTh KHsXKHe, YTO 3afepXKych. Teneps nuneMma: [aH
WU ero MaTymKa?.. HaBepHO, IepBEIM OeJIoM ITydllle IOUTH K MMIIEpaTopy - IOoCJIefHee CI0BO BCeraa 3a
HuM. To ecTh, npuka3 KaTpuH 0 Moei Ka3HU (3a TOPMO3HYTOCTh?) OH OTMEHUTH MOXKET, a BOT Ha000pOT -
yBHL. K TOMYy Xe, 5 XO0Tesla ero yBULETh.



YBupmena. Heuto CTPaAIlTHEHBKOE U II03€JIEHEBIIIEee CUOEJIO 3a pa60‘{I/IM CTOJIOM MMIIEepaTopa. g CMOTpeIla
Ha HETO0 OYEeHb JOJITO 1 OY€Hb MHOTO3HAYUTEIJIBHO.

- Ecniu TEI CKazkeIs XOTh CJIOBO O MOEW BHEIIHOCTH... - He OTPHIBAsICh OT Iepa, C YTPO30H B rOJIoce Hadall
Oanumwup. 4 3auHTECOBaHO IOOHSIIa OPOBbB:

- To uTto? OnATh Ka3Hb? HeyKenu BaM XBaTUJIO BPeMEHU Ha KHUTY?

- He mepexkuBaii, s1 B mpoiiecce, - "obpagoBan" MeHsI ©uMOepaTop: - [laxke caenasn napy 3aMeTok. U HeT, s
TeOsT He Ka3HIO.

Kak roBopuTcsi, 60IbIlle BCETO B XKU3HU 5 He JII00/II0 TeléBEle MHTPUTH ¥ KOe-4UTO eIle...

- MoxerT, cocnaTb TebsI B erHOCTB? - ,]:[aHI/IMI/Ip MalllMHAJIBHO IIOT'JIagnJI HOC KOHYMKOM IIepa. g IIpsaMoO-
TaKHW OKHWBHJIACH.

- Kropssuum ceBepHEIM MyXK4YWHaM?..

- [TOHATHO, IOUAEITH B JKE€HCKUM MOHACTHIPD, - PACHOPSIAUIICS MOHAPX, OCTABJISS IITyMHYIO U XKUPHYIO
nopnuch Ha Oymare. 1 3aHepBHUYATIA.

- YroBopuu, BB BOHIOY, MOT'YY ¥ BOJIOCAT, 3-3-3, TO €CTh Kpacus, OpyTaieH Hu...

- Y mag puTopuko# Tebe Hamo mopaboTaTh, - YCMeXHyJICs [laH, BCTaBast M3-3a CTOJIa, - 0COOEHHO Hafg
JIECTBIO [JIsI €eT0 BeJInYecTBa.

Bot He m1067110 ST TaKO€E [aBlieHUe aBTOpI/ITeTOM! Panrnmie HaHI/IMHp JIETKO BEJICS Ha MOU ITOJKOJIKH,
Xpwuiieji, KpaCHeII - B obiem, KpacoTa. A uTo ceiiuac? HeT, ofHO3HAYHO - BIIaCThb IIOPTHUT nropeii!

- Ha camoM perne, s xoTen Te6s mo6IaronapuTh, - BIPYT IPOU3HEC OH. ETo BennuecTBO BCTAJl CIMIIIKOM
OIM3KO0, YTO s HEBOJIbHO OTYCTHIIA TJa3a. - MBl mMoMaJliu IIMHOoHa, KOTOPHIH MOA#esa mevyaTh Moek
KaHIeISIPUH... U Iy4dIlle s He CTaHy TOBOPHUTH PO UX IMJaHBL. TH CIIacjia MO CeMbi0. YTO ThI XOUEIlh,
Maprapura?

g I/I3y'MJ'IéHHO nopgHsIa rinasa. bious, Y Hero rojioc TaKou BKpaJI‘IHBI:II:I ¥ HaJJIOMJIEHHBIN OOHOBPEMEHHO,
4TO B rjia3ax 3ammnano. A maxe PYKH 3a CIIHHY CIIPsTajia, ¥ TOJIBKO ITIOTOM OCO3HaJla CMBICJI €I0 CJIOB.

- YTo0 s X04y?.. - YTOYHUIIA OCTOPOKHO. YEPT mobepu, Hy 5 Ke He IPyObi0 KHSIXKHY 3aKphiia. Hao6opoT,
elllé Ha UMIlepaTpully Hakpudasna. Ho 4To mmnmoHa nmouMasnm - 3aMedaTelIbHO!

- Kakyio Harpapgy Tebe xkamoBaThk KpoMe Memanu? 4 cefiuac pa3bepycsd ¢ [llax-AlieH u MOTy OTHATh
npukas. [IparoneHHoCTy, eHbru? Unu MoxeT, IIOMOIIE?

3HaKOMOe Ha3BaHMWE PEe3aHYJIO CJIyX IMO0O0IbINe "Harpamer".
- MTax-Amren? Pa3pylnesHsd OBOpEL?

- Yxe Her, - [JlaHUMUD yNBIOHYJICS, U 5 BHOBb OTBeJIA I'1a3a, - 1 3aHAJICS BoccTaHOoBIeHUueM lllax-ArieH emé
TPU rofa Hasap, TellepPhb 5TO HOBas I0XKHAs pe3uAeHIrs. MBI PeIuiiy, YTo UMeHHO TaM IIpoUayT
CMOTPHHHI.

Hapo ke, kakas uponus. Cmotpuns! B [llax-AmieH, OpIBIIEM SI3BI9Y€CKOM ABOPILIE. Koraa s ouHyack B 3TOM
MUpe, TO Iomajyia B PyuHH OBIBIIIET0 KHsIKecTBa. C I0KHBIMU SI3BYHUKaMu MMmepusi foroBapuBaiach
TSI2KEJIO ¥ KPOBaBo. [laH pacCcKa3kIBajl, YTO IIEPETOBOPH MPEBPATUINUCE B O0NHIO. I3bIYHUKN YOUIIH IIOCIIOB
U OMHOT'O U3 AeTel TOorgalllHero uMIiiepaTtopa, B oTBeT Mnepus ob6cTpersisiia KHSAXKECTBO C MOPS U3 IIVIIEK.
l'oBOpPAT, HUKTO He yLesen.

[MTax-A1mren no4YTU TPUCTA JIET CTOSAJ B PyHHAX, HO JaXKe 3a TaKOe BpeMs OH He IIOTePsJI CBOK KpacoTy.
Kak x&e xo4eTcs1 IOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM BOCCTaHOBUIU!

Ctom. MunyTouky. CMoTpuHH OyaoyT B [llax-A1ieH, ma?

Permrenue CI0BHO IIPHUIIIO caMO co00#. Oy, KOHEYHO, OOMOUTCSI, HO C APYTOM CTOPOHEI - MBI
paccTaHeMcCsI MaKCUMyM Ha MeCSII.

- f xo4y B OTIIyCK! - BHIITANIMIIa B JIUII0O UMIIepaTopy: - B KauecTBe Harpangkl, KOHEYHO.
CHauyana JlaH HUYero He IIOHSII.
- B kaKo#1 OTIIyCK? - 3aMeTHO pacTepsyCs OH.

9%, mpodCO30B Ha 3Ty APEMydyI0 CTpaHy HeT!



- Hy KaHUKYJIBE, OTOBIX, - TOPOIIJINBO HaMeKHYJIa 51, HO Cy[s IO JIMIY ero BeJIu4YecTBa, C HaMEKaMU 3[0eCh
ORITIO TYTO: - XOPOIIIO, KOHKPETUIUPYIO - 5 KeJlaio Ha MoOpe, MUHUMYM Ha HECKOIbKO Hemenb. B anpene. B
[ITax-A1reH. TToTHOCTBIO 3@ CYET KOPOHEL. ITO MOAOMUAET /ISl Harpaabl?

HebecHo-rony6nie riaza [JlaHUMUpPa TPKO CBEPKHYJIIN:
- TBI XOYeITh T0eXaTh Ha CMOTPHUHEI? - COLIYPUJICS MyK4YuHa. f mo3BoIuia ce6e TOHKO PacCCMesThCS:

- 41 Xouy Ha MOp€e U OTOOXHYTb. BCé-Taku Tpu roma CHUXKY BO ABOPIIE, a II0 KPETIOCTSIM CEBEPHBIM €3XKy! A
BAlll CMOTPUHEL... €CJIX TOJIBKO IIOP2KaTh, IapAoH, IIOTIALeTh OOHUM Ij1a3KoM!

- 3HQ4YUT, IOPXKAaTh... - IOTAHYJI UMIIepaTop. { cMOTpesia Ha HETo Becejio U HafJMEHHO, XOTs Ha OyIle
ckpeObiuch KOIKu. Huuero, 60sblline TeHeXKH ToXe 0071amaioT corpeBarouM a¢gdexToM. A eciiu
UMIlepaTpuila OTKaXKeTCs OT CBOUX CJIOB, TO IIPOCTO OTHOXHY. £ OeNCTBUTEJILHO yCTaja OT CyeTHl ABOpIia.
Ombry GBI €Ill€ BEITAIIUTL Ha MOpe, HO He ceiyac, neToM. CMOTPUHEL He AJIsT MOeH [IeJIOBOM KPacaBUIIHL.

- 4l mogyMato, - HaKOHeI pemui JlaHuMUp, BO3BPaIasick 3a CToil. HeT, ¢ ero yOUTHIM BUIOM OIIPENEIEHHO
HY2KHO 4YTO-TO OeJiaTh!

Y xabuHeTa uMIiepaTopa s roiiMarsa IIpoberaomryio MUMO OeBOYKY-CIIyKaHKYy.

- ETo Bem4ecTBO Yal yCIIOKauBaOIui mpocus, cberaii-ka Ha KyxHI0. TOJTBKO MMIIEpATOP Hall
3a0LIBUMBLIN B ITOCJIEHEE BPEMSI, THl HAIIOMHU, YTO 3TO €r0 IIpuKas OB, - CTPOTUM TOHOM Bejlena 5 U,
IIOJIy4YUB KMBOK, OTIIyCTHUJIa AeBully. Tak-To, Ballle BeJINUECTBO!

C YYBCTBOM BBIIIOJTHEHHOT'O OOJIT'a s1 HAIIPABUJIACh K UMIIePaTpHUIie.

Mowu Hagmexknabl, uTo KaTpuH GygeT THeBAThCS 3a BEHIXOKY Ha CTeHe, MOIIIH IIpaxoM. E€ BenmdyecTBo
BCTpeTHU/Ia MeHs KaK CTapylo 3HaKOMYIO, lajKe 3a Ollo3[aHue He oTpyrana. Pa3 yx s caMa Haropopuia
MOCTEI, TO YBEPEHHO IIPUHSJIA e€ penjoxkeHne. Mos npocrba K [laHUMHUpPY ToXe nopagoBana KaTpuH.
KaxeTcs, oHa OKOHUYATEeNbHO yOeounack B CBOEM BEIOODE.

A BOT ... YeCTHO TOBOPSI, €€ MPUKA3bl CMYTUIN UJIM HAMPSITIIM OOJHOBPEMEHHO. CaMbIM JIETKUM OBIIO
y3HaTh, YTO MPOU30II0 Mexkay [JanoM 1 ONbX0OBCKOM-BeHCKOM. DTO mmepBoe. BTopoe - T03HaKOMUTHCS C
KHSI2KHOM M3pusH 1 noHabIogaTh 3a €€ oTHolleHueM K [JlaHuMupy. MnepaTtpuilia CJIOBHO XOTeJla CBECTHU
KHSI?KHY C CBIHOM, XOTSI O TTIOJOOHOM He MOTJIO OBITh U peur. MapuasH - poBecHutia OJIId, K TOMY XK€,
SI3BIYHUIIA. A TIpaBuiia, KaK U3BECTHO, 3allpelanly UMIIepaTopy KEeHUThCS Ha Marndke. MectHoe Taby.
KpoBb mpaBsiiel ceMby He OOJIKHA CMEIINBATLCS C I3BYECKOl, HHaYe KaKoHW-HUOyab pom npuobpeTart
OoJblliee BIUSHUE IIPU OBOPE.

A TO m IpaBa Ha TPOH.

XoTst upoHusi OBITIA B TOM, UYTO 3aBOOUTH (PaBOPUTOK-SI3LIYHUII HUKTO He 3ampelrnan. MaTts MapusH,
Anekcangpa CBeT/IOTOpPCKasi, MHOTO JIET CUMTAlach IJIaBHOM 1000Bh BeceBomoma. BoT Takue MUpory.

U3 yuactuun Katpun 6osbllle cuMIIaTU3WpOBaia I0JIyKPOBKAM-MHOCTPAHKaM - TAKUM Ke, KaK U OHa. f
3amucarna UMeHa OeBYyIIeK U ofelrnasa IOCMOTPETh, YTO C HUMU Ja Kak.

OcTaétcs XpaTh pelneHue JanuMupa.

- He Mory moBepuTh, 4TO TH Tak mocTtymnunal - rHeBasnach Onbra, Korga UMIepaTop 00BbsIBUII O MO€EH
Harpage. 9 KOpoTKO B37oxHYyJa. Hy He 00BbsICHATH 3Ke el MPo AeHbI'M U NMepcrnekTuBhl. Kak y Mojiomoi
meBywKY, MuUp y Oy 1moka GBI ABYXUBETHHIM. "JII0OUTE Tak JIIOOUTD, TY/IATh TaK I'yJISATh, CTPEIATh TaK
cTpensTs..." Eff HEBOOMEK ellé, To HyKHO BHIXKUBaTh, a He AyMaTh 0 uyBcTBaxX. Ho B 100 Begb He CKaXeIb
- pasoudapyeTcsi, oOOUIy 3aTaur.

Ila u s He ObIJTa yBEpPeHa, KOT'0 U3 HAC JBOUX XO4y OOMAaHBIBATh.

- B camoMm [iesnie, UTO 3a CTpaHHOE XenaHue?.. - MHec, Kak GpeinHa co CTaxkeM, AyMajla TOHbIIE, - ThI
Ma30XMCTKa, PuTtka? BymeIns cMOTpeTh, KaK OH COCETCS C MeBUIlaMHU M 3aXXKMMaeT UX Ha Mpoly B yriax?
Owno Tebe Hamo?

- Uuec! - HA 3TOT Pa3 MEI C KHSXKHOU He BBIOEP2KaAJIn BMECTeE.

- Yto - UHec? Y Hero mocjaemHu Mecsi1] X0I0CTSAIKOM Ku3HU. [loBeps, Tr'ynsaTh OyneT ¢ padMaxoM. UTo s,
My2KCKyI0 OpaTHio He 3Halo?

He BBIIEP2KAB, CO CTYKOM IIOCTaBUJIa YAIlIKy Ha CTOJI.

-4 eny OTOOXHYTb. PasBesTrcs. [llax-AleH - IIoTpscCamwinee MeCTo, 1 MHEe XO04YeTCs YBUOETh, KakK XKe



HU3MEHHUJICA JI[BOpeI_I! Huuero 6omnee! HYCTB HMIIEpPaTOpP pa3BJIEKaeTCd CO CBOMM IrapeMoM, MHe BCE PaBHO.

B rocTtuHO# moBucia I1ay3a, BO BpeMs KOTOpOﬁ 51 CO CKPHUIIOM OCO3HaJla, YTO BhIgalla cebs. [TouTu 1Mo BCeM
CTAaTbsiAM.

- [ITax-AIlleH - 9TO TO MECTO, I'Ie THI II03HaKoMunachk ¢ JaHoM, ma?

- OTcTaHbTe OT MEHs, Ballle BEICOYECTBO, - MeXaHUYeCKUM I'0JIOC IIPOU3HECA f, - CorjlacHa Ha I00yio
TeMy, KOTopas He KacaeTcs [anuMmupa. Bc€, Touka.

I'maBa 4

Anperns nmopkpancst HesaMeTHO. Bpoie TonbKo HeTaBHO BEpHYJIACh U3 KPEIIOCTH, a yKe BHOBb coOupaio
yeMOOaHHbl. BriieT OblI Ha3HaUeH Ha Iociie3aBTpa. Bcé-Taku 3aMedaTesbHO, UYTO B 3TOM MHUPE eCTh
SI3BIYHUKY. HopMasibHbIe S3BIYHUKY, @ HE TICUXOIATHl C AUKUMHU NopsakaMu. C OOHOM CTOPOHBI, MECTHEIE
Maru ceiiyac He B (paBOpe, HO C OPYTOM - UMEHHO OHU IIPUAYMAJIU Ty4y IIOJIEe3HHIX Belllel, Bpore
JIETAIOWIEr 0 OUIMKAHCa U XOJIOOUILHEIX KaMep.

st menst CeBepHasi MMmepus Oblyla KaKUM-TO 0€3yMHBIM COYETaHWEM MOPEBOMIONMOHHON Poccuu ¢
HOTKOH SI3BIYE€CKOT0 KOJIOPUTA. 3Mech IpaBuau 0ajl TPU BETBU BIACTH - TJIaBHAS CBETCKAs,
IIpUHAaAIeXkalllas UMIIepaTopy, AyXOBHAS 1LIePKOBHAS U MarvdeckKas - y I3bIYHUKOB. Pa3HuIla MeXKIy
BEPYIOIIUMU U MaraMHU OTpazkajlach faxke B GaMunmsax u uMeHax. 3bIYHUKNA HOCUJIM CTapOCJIaBIHCKUE
“MeHa, a uX ¢aMuiIuu OBITH 10 CYyTH Ha3BaHHUEM KHSIKECTBa, B KOTOPOM OHH KOTHa-TO Xuiu. IlepBoe
BpeMs MHe ITOCTOSSHHO Ka3aJioCh, YTO KPYTOM OMH MHIIECT U KpoBocMeleHue. Ho kak o0bsacuuia Omnbra,
Te ke OIbXO0BCKHeE, HAallpUMep, 9TO He BCerma POACTBEHHUKH - TAaK Ha3bIBaId BCEX IIPUOLIBIINX U3
OBIBIIIETO KHSI2KeCcTBa OJIbXOBCKOIr0. A OONBIINX KHSIKECTB OBIJIO KaK MUHUMYM TSTh - OJTbX0OBCKOE,
BeHckoe, Bonbckoe, TeMHOBCKOe, CBETIIOTOPCKOE... 1 MaleHbKUX KHSIKECTB I0 YEPTUKOB. B 06111eM, MO3T
s1 cebe moyioMasia KOHKPETHO.

Pa3nuyanuch S3BIYHUKHU 110 TUTYILY, BTOPOMY UMEHHU WU TOPOAY, U3 KOTOpPOro mpuexanu. Ho BCE paBHO
Hepasbeprxa UMesach CTpalIHasd.

Y KopeHHBIX kKuTese UMmepun meno o0CTOSIIO IIPOIlle - UMeHa BPEMEH AOPEBOJIIOLMOHHON Poccuu u
00BIYHBIE (haMUJIMHU, TOJBKO C M00aBKOM: "u3 poma". 4, Hanmpumep, Oblyla Mapraputoi u3 poma MpeHCKux.
9Ty paMunuio MHe gajau YUCTO HOMUHAIBHO - HeganeKo oT Illax-AmeH cropeio UMeHue OBOPSH
WpeHcKux, akKypaT B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa s nossuiack B UMnepuu. Bece, mpoxuBawllue B UMEHUH,
nmorubyiv, a MEHsI IOCUYUTAIN YyIOM BRIKHUBINEH [o4Yephbio rocunof. CIIOPUTH S He cTajia - yK JIydIlie UMeTh
KakKue-TO KOPHU, YeM HHUYETO.

XoTst BembMup BCE paBHO MHE HE BEPHIL.

Emeé y a3e9HUKOB Obllia 0co0ast TaTyUPOBKA-BSI3b Ha 3aISICThe, IT0 KOTOPOM, COOCTBEHHO, X OTiImuanu. Hy
U YYUTHIBAS CIaBIHCKOE MHOT000XKMe, KaXKAbIM Mar C POXKAEeHUs "IIPUIINCHIBANICSA" omHOMY U3 60T0B. A
HABCKUIKY MOTJIa Ha3BaTh CaMbIX U3BECTHHIX, Bpoxe CBapora, Beneca, Mapsl, Ctpubora, 2KuUBHL... 1
ITepyua. UmeHHO [lepyHy OBbLIN ITOCBSIIEHH I3LIYHUKY, XKuBIIUe B [1lax-AmieH TpuCcTa JIeT Ha3afm.

T'oBoOpsT, celiuac Maruel MOTHUM y2Ke HUKTO He BIafiell, pa3Be YTO OTT0JIOCKAMU OBIJION CHIIHI.

41 BC€ XoTea moYuTaTh PO SI3BIYHMKOB, HO BPEMEHU He xBaTasio. Ha epKOBHYIO HepapXuio U BOBCE
MaxHyJla PyKo#. Bumumo, MBICITE 0 KHUTaX XOPOIIeHbKO 3abunach B MO0 I'0JIOBY, MHa4Ye KaK 00BSICHUTE,
YTO B IIOJIHOYB, IIOCJIE IIOCUTIEJIOK C IeBOYKaMy, 51 YBEPEeHHO HalpaBuiach B OUOIMOTEKY.

HampaBuiack-TO YBEpPEHHO, a BOT OUTH 0Ka3aJIoCh apXUCJIOKHOM 3amayedt. ITlocne mapsl 60KaioB
MEeCTHOTO IIO¥JjIa HOTH 3ameTanuchk. KaxeTcs, OyTeinKy MHec mpuTalinia U3 3allacoB eé TI0uMoro gemna.
[To BKyCy - BUHO BUHOM, a Ha geine... YTo-To e meperHarl.

O, cTeHouKa!

I'onoBa ocTaBaiach SICHOM, HO UATH OBIIIO TSIXKeEJNO. 5 ¢ TPyOOM IIpeofosiesa JIECTHUIY U IIOBEPHYIa B
KOpuAop, K GaMUILHOM rajiepee UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbu. IIpsiMo 3a rasiepeeii OB BX0OA B OMOINOTEKY.
Tonpko BOT 6efa - 3TO CKOJIBKO MeX IMOPTPETOB UATH Hamo!..

OcBgeienue B rajiepee OBIJI0 €CTECTBEHHBIM, CKBO3b CTEKJITHHYIO KpHIITy. HO4YbIo 30ech HUKTO HE TYJISI,
HO HECKOJIbKO TTOICBEYHUKOB BCE Ke ropenu. [IpaBha, 3aXKTrIu UX He CIIyTH.

[TopuuHASCH BHE3AITHOMY IIOPEIBY, S CIpsATanach 3a Ba3dy B yriy. CBeuu pacroyaraiuch B caMoOM IIeHTpe
rajiepeu, IO3TOMYy TbMa Obllla MHe Ha PyKy. OTyCTHUBIIIKUCH Ha KOJIEHH, 51 IPUCIyIIasach. ' 0BOpuIM qBoe, u
He TO, 4TOOBI OYEeHb TAWIKCh. JX, €CJIM MHe IIONaIUuCh IIIMUOHE], TO Yepecuyp yXK Oe3anabepHEIe.

Bropouem, yepes mmapy CEKyH 5 y3Halla 060uX.



- Hy kak, roToB B CMOTpUHaM? - C UpOHUEN CIIPOCUNI MeXaHUYecKul rojgoc. HecMoTps Ha egunyo Gopmy
TaWHOM CcTpaXwu, g OblJIa FOTOBA IOKJISCTLCS, YTO 9TO Bembmup.

- Thl IMEHHO 0 CMOTPHHAaX UJIX O APYrOM? - OT XPHUIIJIOBATOTO TOJI0Ca IpefaTelbCKU EKHYJIIO CEPALIE.
HNmnepaTop.

Pa3pmasncs XOJIOOHBIN CMEX.
- IlaH, ecru TH HE CIIPABUIIBCS C TOJIION GapHIIIeHb, TO KaKOM K HaBbel MaTepu U3 Tebs uMIiepaTop?..

- XpeHoBHIH. {1 He oTpHUIlalo, - ycTano B3noxHya JaHnuMup. Bay, Kako# y HaC CaMOKPUTUYHBLIA MOHapX. -
Hert. He rotos. 4 He 3Halo, 4TO OyIeT Jajblle... HO He IOIPOO0BaTh TOXKE HE MOTY.

5 c unTepecoM pasBecua ymu. O 4éM OHU?..

- 31O IIPAaBUJIBHO, - XMBEIKHYIJI BBJTBMI/Ip, - Hy2KHO PUCKOBATh. HHoOTrma MOKHO IIOJIY4YUTH OJazKe OoJbIlle, YeM
O2XKHMOAJIOCh.

- 4 3amMeTuII, - SHOBUTO OTKJIMKHYJICS MMIIepaTop, - ocobenHo mo Kocce.
- U3BuHU.

B ranepee nosucna tumuHa. CTpaHHBN y HUuX guanor. Kocca? CMyTHO 3HaKOMOEe UMs. JTO HE Ta JIU
OnbxoBcKasi-BeHckasi, KoTopas nmpoguHamuia [laHa?

- 4 mpocTo 3aBunyio, Benp, - €ero BeITMYEeCTBO C XPYCTOM IIOTSIHYJICS BCEM TEJIOM, - He obparaii BHUMaHUA.
MeHns 3aebano 3To g3bIYecKoe HacnencTBo. Ha Bcio MiMnepuio yeThIpe OOXOOAIINeE OeBYIIKU: IBe U3 HUX
y2Ke 3aHSATH, a IBe - HeCOBEPIIEHHOIeTHUE. XOTh BOJIKOM BOM.

- Me1 ummeMm, [daH. K TOMYy Ke, TEL MOXKEIIb IPUCMOTPETHCS K Mapu.

Iaxke U3 CBOETO yTa g BuAesa, Kak mogoopancs [laHuMup.

- YTOoOHI MeHsI coxXpasia AnekcaHapa?

Benmbmup 00011171 €T0 BEJIMYECTBO U MeAJIEHHO MTPUGIU3UIICS K OTPOMHOMY ITOPTPETY B LIEHTPE rajiepeu.

- OHa ycTynurt, ecnu Mapu OymeT coriacHa. A HaCKOJIBKO s 3HAI0, OHa He npotus 3ameHUTs Koccy. o
KpaiHe Mepe, OTHOCUTCS K 9TOMY CIIOKOMHO. I pOMUp C OTIIOM C AeTCTBa BOAJIGIMBAaJIM €1 IIPO HOJIT U
TOMYy IIpodee. [Toyararo, oHa y>Ke CMHpUJIach, HO... He paHbIlle, yeM depe3 rof, [la"H. Mapu GpusndecKku He
roroBa. U motom, Tebe Hy?KHO BpeMsi, YTOOBI IOATOTOBUTEL CBOIO BO3MOZXKHYIO JK€HY K 3TOM HOBOCTH.

- ... I 9 He uMel0 HM MaJieNlIero MoHATUS, KaK 9TO CHOeJiaTh, - 3aKOHYMJI [laH, ToXe pas3TsaabiBas IIOPTPET:
- OTern CIUIIKOM paHoO yMep.

- Emy ocTaBarics rox uinu asa. OH OB HE IPOTSHYJI [OJITO.

Daxe c y4ETOM MeXaHHUUECKOT0 I'0Jioca 3TO IPO3Bydasio OUeHb XOJI0OHO. [JlaH YyCMEeXHYJICH.

- Thl O CcuX TIOp 3MUIILCS Ha Hero? 3abyns, Besb, OH BepuII, YTO Tak JydIIle.

- 4 ue 3miock. KctaTu, 3a0b1 CKa3aTh - Y MEHS €CTh KOe-KaKue MOJI03PeHus HacueéT MaprapuTHI...

YcnwimaB cBOE UM, £ HeymadHo IIofanack Buepén. HeymauHo - 3T0 HaBaNUBIINCE HA Ba3y, OTYETO Ta
3amaTanachk. B TUIIMHE Tajlepeun €€ CKPUN OB TOH00HO B3PEIBY OOMOHI.

O1i-€!

[Toka OHU He OIIOMHUJIUCH, I KOIIKOM IIPHITHYJIAa 3@ ABePb. BHIOXHYIIA, OTISHYJIACh U IIyJIed PUHYJIach Ha
nectHully. Heckonbko cekyHO ¢hoprl y MeHs Ob110. X0Ts Kakas dopa! CrraxkKeHHBIN TOIOT 3a CIIMHOMN
W3BECTUJI, YTO MYKYUHEI OOJITO He AyMaiu. 51 Ha XOoy CKUHYyJa TyhJIu U IOPKHYJIa B OMUKAUIINUN KOPUOOD.
Tak, mepBasi HBEPD, BTOpasi, TpeThs... Hameroch, MHec ellé He yina cuath!  3abapabaHuia 4TO eCTh
CHJIBI, TsI2KeJo mbiia. Hamo 6visio 6eraTs 1Mo yTpaM, a He B KpOBaTH BajIsIThCS!

K cuacTeio, MHeC OTKpHIIa IIOYTH cpa3y. [laxke paHbIle, Y4eM B KOPUOOPe KTO-TO IoKa3acs. I 6e3 cios
TOJIKHYJIa TIOJPYTY B KOMHATy ¥ aKKypaTHO IIPUKpPHIIA IBEPh, CTapasiCh HEHAPOKOM He XJIOTTHYTh.
[ToBepHyIla K04 B 3aMKe M MEJIEHHO TaK CIIOJI3/Ia Ha IIOJI.

ITponecno?
- Putka, K TebOe Oemoyka mpuIia? - eXuaHO ocBegoMunack MHec. f TOMPKO MaxHy/Ia PYKOM.

- Ara, cpa3y aBe OeJI0OYKH.



CDpefIJ'IHHa BOCXI/IH_IéHHO IJOKHYJIa A3BIKOM:

- 0-0-0, neneIxX OBe! YMees xKe TH pa3BneKaThbcs, moapyra. M 4to, 6e10YKY 0Ka3aIuCh CIIUIITKOM
ropauumu?

- Ouensb! - 3aBepusna €é: - A ecyii OHU ITOMUMYT, UTO S IMOACIIYIIWBAJIa - MOeU IMSATON TOYKe OyAeT COBCEM
)Kapko!

- Ilousina, He mypa, - MTHOBEHHO coOparnack MHec, - MBI pe3aiich B KapThl ¥ BECh BeUep MUIN CaMOTOH?..
- Uuec!

- IIpocTu, mpocTH, moporasi, Mbl BKYIIIaJIl BUHO M 00CyXKOalu PyKOOesue, - COpaBuiIachk nompyra.
mmorjsifesia Ha Heé ¢ HeMHBIM yBaxKeHueM. MoxXeT Befb, KOr'[la ITocTapaeTcs!

Ho BOIIPEKH OKUOAaHHNsAM, HaC HUKTO He nobecnokous. Hu yepe3 necdaTb MUHYT, HU 9Yepe3 4ac. B konne
KOHIIOB, 4 IIJTIOHYJIA U OTIIPABUJIACH CIIaTh B CBOU IIOKOH. Pa3geBamacs YXKe IIOJIyCHE, HaxKe IIPO HOYHYIIKY
He BCIIOMHMIJIA - TaK U yIIaJia Ha KPOBaTh B OOHOM Oerne.

Tewm Gosiee, 4TO CHBI OBLIM IOOXOOAIIIUMU.
[Tépminko. [TymmcToe.
Harnenskoe.

Ero MmoxHaThIM KOHYUK HEIKHO KOCHYJICSA CITUHHEI. A B3OPOTHYyJIa, HO HE OTKPHIJIa I'Jia3a. Marno nu
II0Ka3aJIoCk...

CHoBa népsimko. Hecnenrno, pa3BsizHO, MATKUH KOHYHUK CKOJIB3UJI IO MOEMY ITO3BOHOYHUKY. Huxe. Emé
HuXKe. JIUIIb B JIOKOWMHKE MEXKAy CIIMHOHN U MONOM KOHYMK 3aMep. VIrpuBO MOIIEKOTAaJsl, BHI3BIBAS TY4dY
MypallleK, ¥ CKOJIb3HYy/a 110 00HaxXEéHHEIM O6€mpaM. Korga st ycnena cHATh Oenmpé?.. He nHade, Kak Ha
aBToMarte... Hy u 4épt ¢ HuM. Oco6eHHO KOTfia [IO0NaJyioCh TaK0e YMHOE MEPHIIIKO.

S tuxo 3aypyasna. KOHUMK mepa, CJIOBHO IIOYYBCTBOBAB OmOOpeHNe, Ha4yaa IOHEMHOTY HarieTs. MenieHHO
¥ Opa3HsIe BEIBEN y30P Ha OOHOM ATogulle, TOTOM Ha OPYTOM. A IOTOM ¥ BOBCE CKOJIb3HYJI MEX/Y HOT,
TIOTJIaKMBasi BOKPYT. Pa3oMIies, 51 clerka pasBejia 6€apa ¥ IIPOTHYyJIa CIIUHY, Hapsi HEPHIIIKY OOTbITNH
IIPOCTOP OIS JIacK.

TonmbKO BMECTO IYIIMCTOT0 KOHYUKA MOeM YyBCTBUTEIbHON TOYKM KOCHYJICS S3BIK. JIU3HYI €€ Kak
KOH(ETKY, BEHIHYXK[asi MEHS 3aCTOHATh. JIETKHWE, CIIOBHO BETEPOK IaJIbIThl, PA3IBUHYJIU IIOIKY, YEM TYT XKe
CeKyHAy BOCIIOJIb30Bascs s3wuK. U... Oy-y-y-y.

A pa3Be OBIBAIOT TAKWE CHBI?!

51 pe3Ko mopackKoYMiIa, OPUTIHYB K cebe Horu. Hu-Ko-ro. BHUMaTenbHO OT/IsieNia CBOU ITOKOM, HO HUYEro
aHOMaJIbHOTO He 3aMeTusia. CoH. Boxke, KakK XOpoIIo. A s yXK Iepemnyraaach, YTO C IbIHOM JJTaBOYKU MEHS
TIOTSIHYJIO Ha TPUKIIOYEHUS.

3eBHYB, yajga o0paTHO B IOCTEJb.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOM COH BEPHYJICS BHOBh. HEeTOBONBHEIN... ¢ OIyTHIa, KAaK MEHSI HaKPHIIO
00JIBIIIOE MY2KCKO€E TeJI0, BEIHYKOast IPOTHYThCS B criuHe. Hy u uépt ¢ HuM. 4 XKe cmmo... B 6éapa crnoBHO
YIEPCs CTOSIIINY YJIeH, U S MalllMHaIbHO 3aép3aia. Ox. He3aHakomel BOpBaJICs B MeHs 6e3 BCAKUX
TIPEeTIoan 1 3amoJIouiI, Kak mpodeccroHanbHbIM asaTen. OT moKa 1 Bo30yKAeHu s BIlenuiiack 3ybaMu B
nopymky. KaxeTcss, TOT He3HakKoMeI] ¢ 0asa CBEN MeHs ¢ yMa. 4 Kak OyaTo onsaTh Oblia mom HUM... Ho Kak
XKe IPUATHO-0-0...

duHam oKkasajCcsid TaKUM 6ypHLIM, YTO 4 CO CTOHOM YyIIajia B IIOOYIIKY U B Ty 2K€ CeKYHIY OTPY6I/IJ'IaCB.

YTpO Ha4aJIoCh TPAOUIIMOHHO - C BOILJIA JIaKesd 3a OBEPEIO. ¢ HexOoTs momHsNach, IIOTSAHYJIAa 3aTEKINne
MBIIIIEL ... HACTOPO2KUJIACh.

C KakKux II0P MHE€ CHATCA OTKPOBEHHEIE CHEI?..

PesBo IIOOHABIINCH, S II€PBEIM OE€JIOM IIPOBEPUJIa OBEPb. 3aKpLITO. Kak IIapaHOMUK Ha CTaxXeM, g
3amupanach BCerjga u B 000 cuTyanuuu. OOHAKO, HHTEPEeCHAasT KapTUHa nojiydaeTcs. CObsSHY pa3feBaloCch
[O0rojia, BUXKY 9POTHYECKHEe CHEIL... KaK LIYTHUJIa MaMad, HE XBaTa€T BUTaMHHaA EBSHS?.. Tak Bpoage HeJaBHO
IIpUHSTA eT0 B IPUINYHOU mo3e!



Pa3ym co B30XOM HAIIOMHUJI, YTO MYXKYHMHBI Y MEHS He ObIIO aXX Tpu rofga. Hy u uTo? 4 abcomoTHO
CIIOKOIHA K CEKCY... II0 KpalHel Mepe, cuuTasna ce0si TaKOBOM 0 HeJaBHETO BPEeMEeHH.

JleT nATh Ha3ap s 10 IJIYIIOCTH pacckasaja 00 aToM nyuilei mogpyre. OHa JONro axaja M oxasa, Tackasa
MHe XXYpHaJbl C TOpCaMH, a IOTOM U BOBCE 3aCTaBuUJjla BKIIOYUTH IOPHO. MOJI, C TAKUM IIOOXOIOM HENOJITO
u dpurungHoy crath!.. E€ 03a6049eHHOCTS Becenuia MeHs 0o 4€PTUKOB. K coxkaneHuIo, IOPHO TOXe He
nomoryio. Ha mepBoM ponuke MeHs pa3gpakal MaHUKIOP Y JEBYIIKY - TIE0MapIOBLIN U ITOTPhI3aHHLIN Op-P-
D, @ Ha BTOPOM IlapeHb ObLJI CTPAITHEHbKUM U ¢ TAKUM OO0IBIINM IIPUYMHIAIOM, YTO 51 OYeHb JKajesa ero
IIapTHEPIIY.

B utore nmompyra MaxHyna Ha MeHs pyKOl, a MaMa U BOBce He yBupmena npobnemsl. "Purka, - mocMessnach
OHa, - eC/IM My>K4YMWHa He B COCTOSIHUY TeOs 3aBeCTH - 3aueM HyXkKeH Takol MyK4uHa?"

Yry, 3aBEJ OOMH - ¥ TOT IMITUOHOM OKa3aycsi. HeT B KM3HM CcUACThA.
Ho Bcé-Taku cTpaHHBIN COH. OUYeHb CTPAHHBIN.
He meHee cTpaHHBIN, YeM BUepalllHUM pa3roBop [laHa u BenbMmupa.

O KakoM A3BI9YE€CKOM HaCJIeICTBe OHU roBopunu?.. M 4TO 3a dyeTHpe MomxonAamue geBymKku? CHadana MHe
IIOKa3aJioCh, YTO PeuUb UAET O CMOTPHUHAX, HO KaTpuH coobimana o ABafllaTH yyacTHHULaX. YeTwIpe -
MaJyioBaToO [Jjisg BEIGOpa MMIIepaTopy.

U notomMm, HaH cka3samn: "[logroroButs XkKeHy..." CieqoBaTesIbHO, K CMOTPUHAM OEBYIIKU HEe UMEJU
HUKAKOIr'0 OTHOIIeHHUE. ¢ 3ayMYrBO HAaKPYyTHUIa JIOKOH Ha masnell. OnsaTk 9Ta Kocca OnbxoBcKasi-Berckast.
A emmé Mapu, unu KHsIKHa M3pusH, Ha KOTOPYIO HaMeKasia uMneparputia. O0e OeBYyIIKHU OBIIH
SI3BLIYHUIIAMU - U 9TO BCE, YTO I O HUX 3HAaJIA.

BriBonpI HampamuBaaucCh COBCEM YK HexopoIue. A uTo ecnu Mapu unu Kocca HyXKHEL AJ1 KaKOTO-
HUOYOb... PUTYaANIbHOTO yOUNCTBAa? Benp "sI3pI9eCKOEe HACJIEACTBO" MOXKHO TPAKTOBATh II0 Pa3HOMY. JX, TIOe
OBl HAWTU PENeTUTOpPa M0 A3BIYHUKaAM?..

U kaxeTtcs, g onsaTh Bie3jia BO 4YTO-TO Hexopoliee.

- Maprapwura! - B MO0 IBepb POOKO IOCTy4danu. ¢ y3Hasa rojioc OGHOHM U3 KaMepucToK OJIbTY U YOIUBIIEHHO
IIOKOCHUJIAach Ha CTeHKY. Bpope OFI ellé He omma3mblBaio... CTOI, KaKOM oma3nsiBaio?! MbI JOTOBOPUIIKCE, YTO
yTpoM s1 cobuparo Belu u K Onbre mpuxoxy nuib B oden! brnux, Epemeii, kakoro uépra?!

[Toppmep>KuBasi TOJIKOM He3alTHyPOBAaHHOE IJIaThe, I Pa3mPakKE€HHO BHIIIIA Ha IOPOT.
- BoT, - KaMepucTKa NIPOTSIHYyJIa MHe BUepalrHue TyQiu, - rocnoguH BemsMup Benen BaMm ImepenaTh.

[Tepepn rnazamMu 3amisicajy XOJIOOHBIE aJiTApPHU UM JIIOOU B Mackax. ['ocriogm, mouemy st He 3abpasa ¢ coboit
Typnu?! 3omymka ¢urosa! ToHKMM rojiocoM nobjiarogapus AEBYIIKY, 1 BEPHYJIaCch B KOMHATY.
YouBuTenwHO, modemMy BenbMup caM He IPUIIEN C JIEKITHUEN O MOe BEePOJIOMHOCTH?

C mpyro# CTOPOHBI, OH MOT OMTBH BXOJIOCTYIO U HAOIIOMATh U3 KOPUAOPA, IPUMY JIH ST TY(hJIH.
TBoOIO MaThb.

B ku3HU Tak GBICTPO He IIHypOBaJja MjaaThe. BCE, cOOPHI OTKIIAABIBAIOTCS 0 HOYM. HaKMHYB I1ajib, S
BhIIIa Ha GankoH. [IpomnbiM neToMm Mel ¢ UHec u Onbro#t wacto cOeranau m3 OBOPIA HOYBIO - IIOTYJISATh,
TOHACIaXKaaThCsI TUITNHOM 663 ackopTa. Torma s M Hay4uiach MOKUATh KOMHATY CTOJIb
9KCTpaBaraHTHRIM criocob6oM. CHavasa mepejia3uja Ha COCEeIHUM OalKOHYUK, IIOTOM - CIyCKaJslach I10
MOKapHOM JIeCTHUIIE, 3aMAaCKHUPOBaHHOU 1o 6apenbed. TakKux JIeCTHUI] UMeJIOCh HECKOJILKO II0 BCeMY
TepuMeTPy OBOPIla, HO COPSTAHb OHU ObLIM MCKYCHO. He 3HaeIsb, YTO TaM eCThb CIleluajbHble BEIEMKH - U
He Jorafaeibcsi. BnpodeM, necTHUIa OblJIa PACIOIOXKEeHa aX B ABYX METPaxX OT 3eMJIH - COPHITHYTh
MOZKHO, a BOT 4TOOBI 3aJ1€3Th...

Vke Haxomsich Ha cocemHeM OanKOHe, s YCIIbIIajia TPOMKUM, TpeOoBaTe IbHEIN CTYK ABEPh. TOYHO
OexXxypui, MaCka TéMHOHOHaH! Hy HHU4Yero, MHe 6bI OEHDb IIPOOEeP2KaThCA - U Ha JUJIN2KaHCe aablo.
Haperoch, Onbra MeHsI He BBIOACT.

Ox, a ne3Th 1o H6apenbedy 0Ka3anoch He Tak yOoOHO, Kak jeToM. OT X0JI0fja PYKH CBOAUIIO MOMEHTAJTEHO.
Ha ynuiie 6110 TPagyCoOB JEeCSATh MAaKCUMYM, a IepPYaTKHU 51, KOHEYHO ke, 3a6biia. Huuero, cripaBiocs!
Bcé paBHO nyuiiie, 4eM ¢ KpaCHOT/Ia3bIM BCTPEYaThCH. ..

Unu "Het?..

BykBanbHO Ha nociaenHeM Gapenbede maablbl COCKOIB3HYIIU C IEPEKIIaAUHEL - 0T HOYHEIX MOPO30B OHA
IIpeBpaTuiach B KyCoK i1baa. Mawma!!! I He ycnena moHsTh, Kak cCoOpBajiach, TOJIBKO 3aKMYypPUIIachk OT
cTpaxa. Pa3buThbCs - He pa300bI0Ch, HO TOYHO YTO-HUOYOb CIIOMAalo-10-10...



A?..

- Hapo xe, ycIies, - XpUILIO 3aMEeTHJI TOJIOC IIOf, MOMM ILIaTheM, - a AyMaJl, IPUAETCs Ka3Hy Ha JIeKapein
Pa30psITh.

Hamr mMmepaTop HYy IpsiMO TakKou... umnepaTop. OH moiMan MeHsI CTPAHHO - TPaKTUYEeCKU Ha ce0si, CXKaB
3a Tanuoo. Hy Kak, 3a Tajauio... IpakKTU4YeCKHu 3a O€gpa, YTO ero C TOJI0BOM HAaKPHIJIO IHIIIHOM I00KOH.
XOpoIIIo XOTh, YTO Hapsim 61 6e3 TIopHa!

U TonbKO cedyac {0 MeHs [OIIIO0, YTO HOC JlaHa MPaKTUYEeCKH YTHIKAeTCSI MHE B MSTYIO TOUKY, a CaM OH,
COOCTBEHHO, II0[, IJIaTheM.

{1l HeMenIeHHO CTSHYIa MOAOJI C TOJIOBH UMIIEpaTopa M IPOCTHO 3aBO3Uachk B pyKax. [ToHan. [ToctaBun
Ha 3emMJ1i0. Ho B3T/IsI0 CTaI TAKOM €XUOHBIN-eXUOHBIH.

- Tel HOCHIIIb KOPOTKOE OEJIhE U UYJIKM, COBCEM KaK AeBYIIKY U3 Oopaens. KoHeYHOo, 1 HU Ha YTO He
HaMeKalo...

- Kak B3pOCIBIN ¥ TAaKTUYHEBIM Y€JI0BEK, BhI MOTJIM GBI IIPOMOJIYATE, - IIPOIITHIIEsIa s, ONEPTHUBasi IyIaThe.
[laHUMUD BECEJIO YCMEXHYJIICS:

- Baira yymecHasi... M-M-M, Ballli YyOECHBIM ATOOULIEI BHEC/IH CyMOYD B MOU MEBICIIH.

HeT, onpenenéuuo - [JaHUMHUP-llecapeBud MHE HPABUJICSA OOJIbIIIE.

- A MOXXHO s gaM BaM IIOIEYHHY? - TaCKOBO IIpoliefia B OTBET, pa3MUHas Nanblbl. [lad IIOYTH HaTypaJbHO
HU3yMUJICS:

- IToméunny? Mue? Marso Toro, uTo PpeinimHa Moel cecTphl OTyHUIIA U BO3MOXKHO, IIITTUOHKA, TAK eI
mocsraeT Ha caMO€ CBSATO€ B 3TOU CTpaHe?!

- Bcé cBsiToe Ha HebOecax, Ballle BEIUYECTBO, - XMBIKHYJIA 5, OTYETr0-TO HU KaIlJTh He UCIIYTaBIINUCh, - BBl OBI
3agyManuchk. M Kkorga g ycmesa CTaTh IINIMOHKOU?

Ero BenuuecTBa yKe 6e3 BCAKUX UIYTOK Clialiaj MeHs 3a Talulo U NPUTSHYI K cebe:
- Kakoro HaBbeTo BHIPpOAKA BBl BUepa [Aejiajau B rajepee, Maprapura?
OmnacHo. Touku#t nén, Mapro. Cobepucs.

- Bamre BenmuuecTBO, 51 ObU1a IIbsSTHA U COYPY MEHS IIOHEeCJIO B 6uGnMuoTeKy. A Korga 3allia B rajiepelo,
yCIBIIIana CBOE MM U PeIlniia CIPsTaTbCsA 3a Bady. [JIynbId IOCTYIIOK, IPU3HAI0, U IIPOIILY IPOIIEHUS.
Brpens Takoro HE MOBTOPUTCS.

41 HaMepeHO aBajla eMy IIaHC 3allelIUTh MeHs, HalTu cnaboe MecTo. [JaH BCE paBHO He OILyCTUTCS IO
CIIyXOB, & ero MOJKOJIKY 51 TepekuBy. JIumb 661 BeTbMUp He BMeIancs. DTU OOIPOCH 110 BTOPOMY KPYTY S
IIPOCTO HE IIEPEKUBY.

- Xoportro. 4 BaM Bepio. TonbKo Ha Oyayinee, Maprapura, CIibsiHy Hafo UATH K MyXK4YUHE, a He B
oubnuoTeky. He mepemnyTaiiTe B ClIeOyOIIUi pas.

- YroBopunu, 0653aTEIFHO 3aTr/IIHY K BaM, - ChSI3BUJIA 5, HE BEIAEPZKaB JOBOJIbHEIE CMEIITUHKHU B TOJIYOBIX
riaa3ax.

- Byny Xpath, - KUBHYJI UMIIEpaTop, - U OOJbllle He PUCKYHTe, UHaUe IPUAETCS UCKaTh BaM Apyrue IOKOU.

CBuCTOM OH ITO103BasI PeliBa u HaIMIPaBUJICS KO BXOAY BO ABOPEIl. A 5T OCTajlaChb CTOSTH, TIYIIO XJIOIast
rJ1a3aMHu.

DTO 4YTO ceryac OBLIO, Ballle BeJINYECTBO?..

I'maBa 5

Tax-AmeH. 4 Gbl1a paja BEPHYTHCS... M HE pafa ODHOBPEMEHHO. ITOT JBOPEL - KAaK TOHKWI MOCTHUK
MeZXKIy MOUM IIPOIIIEIM U OyaymuM. KoHeuHo, 51 ucKana gopory gomoi. Cumesia HodyaMmu, nepebupas
Hay4HBIe TPYOHI, punocoduio, pantactuky. Ho TméTHo. B CeBepHoit UMnepuu HUYEro He CIIHIIIAIT O
opyrux mupax. CKOJIBKO S He IOOHUMaJlla 3Ty TeMy, CKOJIbKO He IITyTHiIa "C MpUuIenomM" - HUKTO He
co3HaJics. [lepBoe BpeMs OBIIO 0YEHB TsKe0. Ho B OOWH TpeKpacCHHIN [IeHb, 3aXJIOMHYB IMOPSIIKOM
HAOOEBIIYIO KHUTY, S BOPYT IOHSJA, YTO... CMUPUIACh. [IPOCTO CMUPUIIACH, YTO OTHEIHE MOE MECTO B



HNmnepuu. Begb Kak He KPYyTH, a Ha 3eMJie I JaBHO yKe morubina.
OTOT CepraHTHH [0 CUX IIOP CTOSJI Ilepef ria3aMu.

Hu3skwuii Ty MalluHEeL, BEICOKasi CKOPOCTD U OeCcKpaiHss 3e/iéHasi paBHUHA o[ HaMu. MapiipyTKa C
JIETKOCTHIO B30Mpasach BCE BHIIIE U BHIIIE B TOPHL. YCTaBIIAs MOCJe 3KCKYPCHUH, 1 O€3AyMHO CIyIana
MY3BIKY H... PE3Kuii XJIOMOK, KakK s IIOTOM AOTafasach, 3BYK JIOMHYBIIEH IITUHEI, 1 MAIIUHY oBeo. He
Oymb CKOPOCTh TAaKO¥ BEICOKOM, He OYIOb PSIIOM I'PY30BBIX MAIIIMH, 3aHSIBIITNUX BCIO TOPOTY - MOXKET,
BOOUTEIh U CIIPABUIICS OHI C yIipaBneHueM. Ho B 9TOT meHb BCE COIIIIOCH MPOTHUB Hac. [laxke YaXTeHbKUX
OEePEeBbEB U PIKABOM Orpamkl He ObIIO, YTOOB 3aMeJIUTh MOJIET. MapIIpyTKy BEIHECIIO POBHO B IIPOMACTb.

$1 TONBKO ¥ yCIesa, YTO BEHITALUTDL HAYITHUKH.
A ouHynachk ye Ha rmobepexbe Mops Ichu.

"- [IpuBeTCcTBYIO T€Os1, Mapro! - yneiOHyIach MHE TOTHa J€BOYKa B CTAPOMOJHOM IIBIIITHOM IIjiaThe. Ta
caMasi JeBOoYKa, YTO Urpajia Ha 3a0poIlIeHHON CTaHIuKn"

91 BHUMaTENBHO OT/IsAAea mobepexhbe, HO CETOMHsI Mupa He SBUJIaCh KO MHe. BpeHasi meBYoHKa. 3Baa,
3Baja... 3a4eM, Ha3bBaeTcsa? Pagu HeE s crienmaabHO TPOCUIA Kydepa OCTaHOBUTD HA IMTOOEPEKbE U
3a0paTh MEHS Yepe3 Yyac. Bo3OyLIHEIM OUIUKAHCOM MBI TPUOLIIN B €IUHCTBEHHEIM TOPOI Ha iore - PoOKMIo,
¥ TIOYUTH TIOJIOHS moOupanuch Ha KapeTe. Paubine 3emiu [llax-AleH MyCcTOBaIX - HUKTO HE XOTEJ CEeJIUThCS
B IPOKJISTOM MEeCTe, HO celyac s C ynuBJIeHHeM oOHapyzKuja HOBHE AepeBHU u goporu. KaxkeTcs, [aH He
OTPAHUYHUIICS OOHUM ABOPLIOM. He yOuBiioCch, ecnu 4epe3 TPU rofa 3mech OyOeT KUIeTh XKU3Hb - BCE-TaKU
TJIONOPOAHBIE 3eMJTH, MATKWHM KJIMMAT, MOPE... ¥ KOTOa-HuOyab NCYE3HYT Pa3BaIMHEI TOM OPYTOH,
0€e3B0O3BPATHO yIIEOIeH 3moxu. UCue3HyT, YTOOH YCTYIIUTh MECTO HOBOM KYyJIbType.

[ITax-A1reH go 60/ HaIOMUHAJI MHE MTOypa3pyleHHy0 A6xa3uio. TOIBKO B 9TUX KpasXx mena 00CTOsIIu
Kyha XyXe... UJIH yKe HeT?..

S emmé He Buesna, KakK U3MEHHJICS JBOPEIl.

Ho 6e3ycioBHO, caMoe JIydliiee B MOei rmoe3ake - 9To Terio! B [Ilax-ArieH ObIJI0O HaBCKUAKY I'PagyCcoB
ceMHannaTh. CKDOMHOe alpebCKoe COJIHIle YacTo yberasuo 3a Ty4du, HO MHe XBaTajlo. 3uMa HaKOHeIl-TO
3aKoHYMIack. [lonras, c10BHO OeCKOHeYHasT 3uMa.

W3 pa3myMuii MeHs BEIOEPHYJ PE3KUH XPYCT BETOK. BCKMHYB T'OJIOBY, 51 YBUAEIA HE3HAKOMKY - MOJIOOYIO
KEHIIWHY B 6apxaTHOM ajioM Iutathe. OHA BHIIIIIA U3 3apOciied Ha 6epery U u3yMJIEHHO HOTJIAAEesa Ha
MeHs1. XM, TaKOe YyBCTBO, UTO MHI T[€-TO BCTPEYAIHUCE...

- MaprapwuTa?! - omesioMIEHHO BHIIOXHYJIA IEBYIIKA: - [JoOpHIi neHb! Heyxkenu Bb TOXKe mpUexanyd Ha
CMOTPUHBI?

E€ Bompoc mpo3Bydan KpaliHe HeyBepeHHO. XM, a ITI0YeMy s He MOT'y mpuexaTh Ha CMOTpuUHBI? CTor! 9To
yacoM He Ta camasi OnbXoBcKas-BeHcKas? I cMyTHO IOMHUJIA ABOPSHKY, C KOTOPOM MO3HAKOMMJIacCh B
cajJIoHe MOOWCTKH, HO... IOX0XKe, OHa. B mepByio BCTpeuy KHATUHS II0Ka3ajlachk MHE CTapIle U Cephe3Hee -
cetiyac g Obl Jana el HaBCKUIKY JIeT OBaniaTh. OHa cierka OKpyrimiach, I0Xopolieyia ¥ CBOUM
LBETYIIUM BHUOM OKOHYATEJIbHO MeHs youna. MopasbHO. [laH TOYHO PAaCIyCTUT XBOCT IIEPES] 3TOMU
MOJIOOEHBbKOU KPaCOTKOM.

41 mpucena B KHUKCEHe (KHSTUHS KaK HUKaK) ¥ HaTSHYTO YJIBIOHY/IaCh:
- ITpuBeTCTBYIO, Ballle CUSITENLCTBO. HeT, S He y4acTBYIO0 B CMOTPMHAX, TPOCTO... TpUeXaja OTHOXHYTh.

- O, moHUMaIO, - OHa C YILIOKOM HAKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, - 51 TOXKEe MPUOLIIa Ha OTALIX, 10 IPUTIAIIEHUIO
uMmnepatpulibl. Ho ¢ uBeTHUKOM [laHa, IO CEKPETY, 0co00 He pacciabuibes. ITocunTanu MeHs 3a
KOHKYPEHTKY ¥ Tellepb He CIIyCKaloT ria3!

- A pa3Be BBl HE XOTUTE COCTABUTh UM KOHKYPEHIIMIO? - HE COepzKaJjlach si ¥ MPUKYCHUJIa A3bIK. DTO ObLI
PEe3Kul U HEKPACUBHLIM BOMIPOC, 3aMETHO OTHAIOIINYM pPeBHOCTHIO. B KoHIle KOHII0B, OnbX0BCKasi-BeHCcKas
Oblyla He BUHOBATaA B TOM, 4TO JlaH - KoOeJb.

B eé riasax MeNbKHYJIO YOUBIIEHUE, HO JIUIb Ha CeKYHAY. KHATUHS npubiIn3nuiack KO MHE U TOBOJILHO
3a3KMYPUJIACh, IIOACTABIAS JIUI0 COJIHILY.

- A BBI He XOTUTE COCTABUTh KOHKYPEHIIUIO HeBecTaM [aHa?..
YTo cKas3aTh, MOJIOMEI], 3aciIyXuila. HeHaBUKY HaOMOaTEIbHEIX JIIOAEH.
- IIpocTuTe, Ballle CUSITEILCTBO.

- Bo-r[epBbe, s A3bIYHUIIA, U HUKAK HEe MOT'y OBITH HEBECTOM OecapeBu4a... OX, y2Ke uMIiepaTtopa. A Bo-



BTODHIX, 5 CIejasa CBOY BLIOOD, - OHA MAaIMHAIBHO II0JIOXKUIIA JIafoHb Ha KUBOT. Kakoe-To momo3peHne
MEeJBbKHYJIO B MOE¥ T'0JI0OBe, Cy[s IO IEYKaM U IIaThio 0e3 KopceTa, CBOOOTHOMY OT I'PYOH... HO BCE PaBHO
HeoXupaHHO. MTHTepecHO, KOTro ke OHa Ipenmnodna HauumMupy?..

Ciyxuy Ipo KHATUHIO XOOUJIU caMble HeBePOsITHEIE. '0BOPUIH, UTO OHa Obljla 3aMyzKeM, HO C My>KeM, HEIHe
TOCYapCTBEHHBIM HPECTYITHUKOM, IIOYTH He KUuJjla BMecTe. MIX pa3Besiu 3a OOUH [eHb 10 IPUKa3y
uMmIepaTropa, korga Jan o6paTuia BHUMaHUE Ha MOJIOAYIO Kpacy. Ho mocrie HanageHus si3bIYHUKOB OHA
IIPY [IBOPE He MOSBIAIach. XOTSI MOXKET, B CUILy 0COO0T0 IIOJIOKEHUS U He IOSIBIINIach?..

- Maprapwura, - OeByILIKa C JyKaBLIM BUIOM IIOBEPHYJIACh KO MHe, - He (paHTa3upyiTe, MEXKAY MHOHU U
IlanoM HUYero He OblI0. He HY>KHO ITepeXUBaTh.

41 He mepexuBaio! MHe MUYHO BCE paBHO! BiuH, a BOPYT SI3LIYHUKYU CLIOCOOHBI MBIC/TH YHUTATh, @ S TYT
OyMaio TpPOMKO?!

-V Bac oueHp XuBasg MUMUKa! - 3BOHKO paccMmesiiack Kocca: - IIponry npoineHus, s He XO0Tejla Bac
Hanyratb. C [laHMMUPOM MBI PACCTalINCh XOPOIINMHU OPY3bsIMU, HE PEBHYUTE IIOMYCTY.

4 mormna ckasaTh, YTO He PEBHYIO, HO KQKOH B 3TOM CMEIC?.. OHa IpeKpacHO BUOea, YTO S PEBHYIO.
Kaxertcs, yxke Bce, Kpome JlaHa OBIIM B KYPCe, UTO ST PEBHYIO YEPT mobepu!

CrniokouicTtBue, Mapro, TOIbKO CIIOKOMCTBUE.

- [laBaiiTe 3aKpoeM 3Ty TeMY! - ICKpeHHEe HaZleloCh, YTO MOMU CJIOBa He IIPO3ByYasH KaJiko: - A OTKyZa BH
MIPUIIIN, Ballle CUSITEeILCTBO? CO CTOPOHBI ABOPIIA?

Kak B 3ameqnmeHHON ChEMKE OHa KWBHYJIA, IPUCTAIbHO pas3risanbiBas Oeper. ¢ mpocienuiia 3a HEH u
B3[POTHYyJIa - Ha I'paHUlle I1ecKa U BOIHI CTOsJIa TpU3payvyHas IeBodKa.

Mupa BCcé-TaKu SBUJIaCh KO MHe.
- Mapro, - mpormesna oHa XpPyCTaJIbHBEIM T'OJIOCOM, - THI HAKOHEII-TO BEpHYyIachk. MUmém xKe 3a MHOI!

4 OB1I0 cmenana mar... u ynéepnach B cnuHy OnbX0BCKOM-BeHckoM. KHATHHS BOPYT 3aropoauiia MeHs OT
MEeBOYKH.

- TaK-TaK, - IIOTSAHYJIAa OHA, pa3MHHAa4A IIaJIbIIEI, - C KEM UMEI0 YeCTh, IOHad rocroxa? CMOTpIO, THI JazKe He
pU3pakK, a MOJIHOIeHHAs HaBb. 3aueM Tebe Maprapura?

Mupa pa3npaxkE€HHO TONHYJIA 10 KPOMKE BOILI:

- Kakas tebe pa3uuila, paba Mapsi?! Yiigu ¢ moporu, st He 3Baja 4yXKux!

Kocca contypuna rnasa, a eé masnbllbl CTaly BHIIETATh HEBUOUMEIN y30D.

- Bymemrs cuio#l jaBUTh - apKaHOM IIPUIJIOXKY, - XOJIONHO IIoo0eIrana OHa, - a Hy TOBOPH, KTO Takas?!

B oTBeT Mupa 3aBu3Kasa He XyxKe OaHBIIN U, OTJIYIINB HAc, UCYe3/a B TPKOM BCHHIIKe. THUX0
PYTHYBIIKCH, I3LIYHUIIA "CXJIOMHYJIA" Yaphl ¥ BHUMATELHO OTJIsAgesia modepexkne.

DTO 4YTO cerdac OBLIO?..

- B cMBICTIE THI He CIIHIIIA/Ia O HaBbUX TBapsix?! - Kocca BeITapamuiach Ha MeHsI, Kak 0JlaropogHasi mamMa
Ha MBIIIKY. U3yMmnenue Ha nulie OnbX0OBCKOM-BeHCKOM OBIIO TOUCTHHE OeCKpaliHuM. f MBICJIEHHO (1
OYeHb CKEeITHUYECKH) IoariofupoBaia cebe. OQHUM BOITPOCOM IMMOKA3aTh CBOE MOJTHOE He3HAHUE - 3TO
Hango yMeTs!

- MaprapwuTa, ¢ Kako¥ JIYHBI THI CBanIuaach?.. Heyxkenu poguTenu HUYEro He TOBOPUIU Tebe 0 HaBbUX
TBapsax?

- MozxerT, s1 mpocTo 3abklna, - TUX0 Ipobypuana CKBO3b 3y0Orl. Kocca QripKHYIa:
- Tlopa3uTeabHO, YTO TH JOXKHUJIA OO CBOUX JIET C TAKOM 3a0RIBYMBOCTHIO!

CupaBenuBeil yrnpéx. [laBHO mopa OBITIO 3aHATHCS A3bIYHUKaMU. Ho y MeHs ke Oasibl, Hapsial,
TIOCUIENIKY C MeBOYKaMM. MHe KHUKEYKH YUTATh HEOX0Ta, KaK NPUIUYHOU (peiinune. Thdy, TPOBAIUCE.

[Toka sI3bIYHUIIA OTYUTHIBAIa MeHs, Mbl He3aMEeTHO Iepelin Ha "Th". HecMOoTps Ha BHEIIHIOIO
XOJIODHOCTB, OHa OKa3ajlaCh 3MOIIMOHAIbHOM, TOPEIBUCTON AEBYIIKOW. A eIré - 0 OTBPalleHusd
HabmogaTenbHOM. B Hallly mepBy0 BCTpedy OHA Aorafgaliack 0 MOMX YyBCTBax K [laHy, a ce#uac -



IIOHKUMAaJIa, YTO S OIIpeNesIEHHO HeoroBapuBarlo.
- A xkto xe Mupa torga? Tel 3Haemsb?

- K coxaneHnuto, HeT, - CMyIIEHHO 0TO3Bajlach Kocca, - CIMIIKOM YK HEOXXHUIAaHHO OHa MOsSBUIACk. A
pacTepsiniack. B Teopuu, cpenu HaBUM 0YE€Hb MHOTO "30Bymux". OTO ¥ OOJOTHUIIEI, M PYCAJIKHU, ¥ BHICIINE
VIOBIPY, U XKPYHHUK, ¥ KPACABHUK... XOTS, €CIIK OHA Tebe CHUJIACh, TO 3TO BO3MOXKHO OYyX ITaMSTH.

- Oyx maMsaTu? - HaCTOPOXKUJIACH 5.

- Hy na, mpencraBuTenb I3bI9€CKOTO PoAa, yMepinii mocieguuM. OHU OCTAIOTCS B MUPE XKUBHIX, €CIIN
€CTh IIIaHC Ha BO3POXKAeHUe KPOBU. [OMyCTUM, ¥ OTIla ObLIM GacTapabl UK AalbHUE POACTBeHHUKH. He
TIOMHIO TOYHO BCEX HeTasiei, Hamo Ovl AHy HanucaTh. Ho moka He pa3bepémMcsi, Tydliie He XOOUu 3a HeH,
Mapro. K oCTOpozKHOMY ¥ HaBU He LIEIIAITCS.

I[TpOHUKHYBIINCH PE€YbIO KHATUHY, 51 KUBHYIA. [Ipexkae MHe U B T'OJIOBY He IPUXOOMNIIO, YTO Mupa MOXKeT
OBITH OMAacHa. A ceiiuac... BCNOMHHUIINCE BCe CTPAIIHUIKKA, KOTOPBIe HaM PAacCKa3bIBaJIM B Jlarepe - TOJILKO
3[€ech "gyyguina" BIIOJIHE peaibHbIE!

Hamnpocurecs B yueruns! Kk Kocce, aro nu?

3a pasroBopaMy{ MBI He3aMeTHO foOpanuch 0o nBopia. Hudero cebe morymnsanu, 4aca IojTopa Kak
muHuMyM! Ho mmepBEIM, KOTO 1 YBUAEeJIa Ha MyTH, ObIJI BOBCe He mpeKpacHbil [llax-AleH, a 3710% Kak
THICA4Ya BypAalakoB JaHuUMUpD.

U cMmoTpern oH IMpPsIMO Ha MEHS.
I'maBa 6
Ero Benm4ecTBO peHIUTEILHO HAIlPaBUIICS K HaM.

- I'me BHI ObITH?! - PIBKHYJ OH. YeCTHO I'OBOPS, S aXK pacTepsiachk: - MaprapuTa, Ky4yep TPU pas3a e3quil K
Oepery! Tpu HaBbux pasa! UTo s moykeH ObUI MOAyMaTh? YTO BBl BEPHYJIMCH, YTOOBI YTOUTHCS?!

- He moxpéTtecs, - mpobypyasnia si, CMyLIIEHHO OTBOPAYUBAS TOJIOBY.

- Oa yXk, 51 6sIcTpee mocenero, - pripkuyn Janumup, - Kocca! Bot oT Te6st He oxkupasn. YHUTH, HUKOTO He
npenynpenus! MEI ykKe IyMany IUCaATh TBOEMY XKEHUXY B CTONUILY!

Kenuxy?..
KHAruHs mcnyralnHo BEICTaBUJIa BIIEPED PYKHU.

- Ycnokoiitecsh, [JTaHUMUD, 3TO IPOCTO HeZopa3dyMeHue. f BEIIa MOAIIIaTh, BCTPEeTUIa MaprapuTy U MBI
BMeCTe IIPOLUINCEH A0 ABOpLia. Yracu Mapa, HUKTO He Ipoliagarl.

- Bel "rynsanu" Tpu 4aca, - coutypurics [aH, mepeBons B3rIAn ¢ KocChl Ha MeHs, - B CJIeAyIOIIuM pas,
OynbTe moOpHI, IpenyIpekaaiTe o cBoux "mporynkax". Kak HUKakK, MHe OTBeYaTh U Iepel MUCTHUCIIaBOM,
u nepen OIbrou.

- Kaxxpwii pa3 npenynpexkaoaTh? - C UpOHMEN MPOU3HECTIa 5, He yOepKaBIIuCh. - Bcerga medrana o
HaHbKe-uMmneparope. O 4ém Bac EIIE nmpenynpexpmaTh, Ballle BEJIUYECTBO?..

Ox, Kak 6yaTo 4€pT 3a s3bIK TAHYI! [JlaH OKaMeHes, a s maja cebe MBICIEHHYI0 nmomeunny. Jaxe Kocca
YOUBJIEHHO MOOHSIa OPOBG.

- A 3HaeTe, Maprapura, - HEXOPOIIUM, BKPaAUMBEIM I'0OJIOCOM TIOTSAHYJ [JTaHUMUD, - I TOXKe BCerga XOoTeln
CUMITaTUYHYIO MOJIOAEHbKYIO ppelnnHy, KaK Yy MaMbl. Tak UTO OTHBIHE BHI - MOSI TUYHAasA GpennnHa, U g
TpeObyto, 4TOOH! BHI 110 IIEPBOMY MOEMY 30BY OBLIM psiioM. DTO IIpuka3, Maprapura. Bam sicHo?!

9-9-9, [laH 4uTO, coBCeM OesieHbl 00bencsa?! Kakas ¢ppeinuHa MyXKuKy?!

Ila nmpoBamnuck oHO BcE! [1aH - umnepaTtop. C 1100bIM KHSI3eM s MOT'JIa BRIBEPHYTLCS U OTKa3aTh, HO IIpUKa3
WMIIEPaTOp HEIb3s OTBEPTHYTh... f C OTBpallleHneM KUBHYJIa. HU4ero, TH ellé MPOKJITHEIIb IeHb, KoTaa
3ax0TeJl YHU3UTh MEHS TaKUM CIiocobom!

- JaHuMup, MHE HE BUOUTCS 9TO MIPABUIbHEIM peIllleHueM... Bel MyxKunHa, Maprapura - MOIoaast
He3aMyXKHss OaprimnHs. Kakoil yomap BEl HAHOCHUTE €€ pemyTalliuy, - OCTOPoxKHO 3aMeTusna Kocca, 3akpriBas
MeHsI OT 9TOoro uauoTa. Ho ecnu [JaHMMUpPa MOHECTIO - TO ITOHECJIO C TapaHTHeH.

- [lepexuBaTh 3a penyTanuio Gpeinunte - HeGrarogapuoe aeno, Kocca. 4 mymato, Maprapura yxe
[IO3HaJIa BCe... TOHKOCTH, - B IOCJIEHUI MOMEHT MCIIPABHUJICS OH, 3aMETHUB OlllapallleHHbIe Ta3a



OnbxoBCcKOM-BeHnckoii. [Ja uTo Kocca - 1 cama Grvljia B riry6odaiiineM moke. U3BUHSIIOCH 3a MOU TpefenbHO
YUCTHIM pyCCKuM, HO [laH oxyen 4To nu?!

- 3a MHO¥, Maprapwura, - 6pOCHUJI OH, MOBEPHYBIIKCH K ABOPIY. ['TyOOKO B3OXHYB, S IOCEMEHUJIA CIIEOOM,
He TIIsAAs Ha KHATuH. [Iléku y MeHs, HaBepHOoe, nbitanu. Y Tonsko ctynus Bo aBop Illax-AiieH, s
IIofHSsJIa TOJIOBY.

PaspyiieHHEBI OBOpPEL], B KOTOPOM S HOYeBaJsla IIepBEle JHU B 9TOM MUPE, U3MEHUJICS 00 HeY3HaBaeMOCTH.
Ho BMecTe ¢ 9THM COXPaHHJICS €ero ClierKa BOCTOUHBIM Komoput. Ceityac Illax-ArmreH O0bIlle HAITOMUHA
ctamMOynbCKuil Bopern IlonMabaxde, aTakKuil 6apoKKO IO-TypelKu. [IpaBaa, UMIepCKUi ABopel] OB BhIIIE
¥ IIMpe, C Kymonoo6pa3HeIMU BepxyInkamu OarmneHn. Ox, moTpsicaiomie. MHe 0YeHb X0TeJI0Ch, 4To0w! [Tlax-
AIlleH BOCCTaHOBUIIN!

Y Temephb OH CBEepKaJl Iepef roCTSIMU BO BCeH Kpace.

51 ¢ pagmocTHOU yNIBIOKOM 3aMepiia ITepen OIBOPIIOM. YPOBEHb MOEH 31 (pOpUH 3allKaluBal. 4 gaxke He cpasy
BCIIOMHUIIa, YTO HY?KHO UATH 3a [JaHOM. BipoueM, uMInepaTop CHUCXOOUTEJILHO HabIIIonasn 3a MHOM C
Kpeniblla. Ha ero nune B KaKOU-TO MUT MEJIBKHYJIO... yAOBOJIbCTBUE?.. CIIOBHO UMIIEPATOPY IIOHPaBUIIaCh
MOSI PeaKIIus.

Ho uepe3 cekyHOy OH CHOBa HaxMypuJcs. He MOHapx, a HaCTOSIINUIN XaMeJieoH, OIuH!

- BuI 3acTaBnisieTe MeHs XKOaTh, - OPOCUI OH, OTIEIISSCh OT Iepul. f moka3zasa ciuHe [JaHUMupa S3BIK.
M&I BMecCTe OOIIIX IO IIOKOEB MMIIepaTopa - JaKeu, KaXKeTCs, OKOCEeIy, KOrfa s 3alllja ciemoM 3a JlaHoM.

YVKe mpedBKyIlIal CIyXHd B CTOJIMYHOM ABopie. YyBCTBYIO, TaKas CKa3Ka HaMe4aeTCs, UYTO XOTb 6epH u
u3nmaBaii. C nomeTkoi 18+, ara.

-4Yrto-TO 4 yCTall I10CJie OOPOTry, - Ha4all ero BeJIN4YeCTBO, IIOKPYTUB meewu, - MaprapHTa, crmenay MHe
MacCcCax.

- A cIMHKY BaM He IIOTEPETH? - Pa3lpaxkEHHO YTOYHMUIIA 1. [laH MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE C JIETKOM
3aUMHTEePEeCOBAaHHOCTHIO.

- [Toxkany#, nepepn BCTpedel ¢ HeBeCTaMU Iydllle IPUHATh BaHHY. YroBopuia, Mapro. He 3a6yns 6aHHEBIE
MPUHAAJIEXKHOCTH AJIs Moel "cuuHKu". f KOy TeOs Ha HUKHEM 3Taxe.

9To mryTKU y Hero takue?.. Ho [JaHUMUD, HaCBUCTHIBasi, IOL0O3BaJl C/Iy’KaHOK U BeJieJl UM I'OTOBUTH
OaccenH. MHe HUYEro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK IIOUTU C HUMH.

HaBepHoe, 0T 6€3BICXOOHOCTH BO MHE IIPOCHYJIACh 3710CTh. Hamo 66 HaMeKHYTh TOCIIOOUHY UMIIEPaTopy,
YTO B 3Ty UI'Py MOXKHO UIpaTh BABOEM. M eciiu OH He X04eT IOTPSICAIOIIUX CIIyX0B O CBOEH JIUYHOU KU3HU
- IyCTh UIIEeT OPYTyIo "dbpelnuny".

B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Y MEHS TOX€ eCTh TOPJOCTh, ¥ PACTEKATHLCS TyKUILIEH Yy eT0 HOT 51 He COOMPaioCh.

BaccelinoM oka3aach HaTONJIeHHAas KyIlaJbHS C IIMUPOKOY KPYTJIOM BaHHOU, ITIOX0XKeU Ha OxkakKy3u. Korzga
s1 BomwIa, [laH cumesn COMHOM KO BXOOY, 0OJIOKOTUBINKUCH Ha OOPTUK BaHHBEI. KaxeTcsi, yX&Ke TOJIBIH.

51 pe3Ko mOBepHYJIach K OKHY, HaOmogast 3a nTuukKaMu. ['onbiil [laH He BOJTHOBAJI MEeHS HU Karliu!
- 3a0aBHO, - yCJIBIIIIaJIa s1 TOJI0C UMIIEPaTopPa, - TH laXKe B HUKHEM I1JIaThe CMOTPHUIILCS KaK...
- KT0?

Hapsig mpuImoch CMEHUTD - B KyIajabHe OBIII0 2KapKo IJIsT YIMYHOTO TI7TaThs. 4 He cTajla CIIoPuTh. TOIBKO
I[lan pasrasgbiBal MEHSI C TAKMM MHTEPEeCOM, YTO JIydine O s HalsIuiaa MelnoK. OrpoOMHEIN
06echOpMEHHEIH MEIIOK.

- Kak x03siiKa, BIaApvuIia... Tel HUKOT[Ia He Tepsiellb OCAaHKYy U JIIOOUIITL BOBCIO MOKA3bIBAaTh XapakTep. A
s1 O4eHb He JII00JII0 3Ty YePTY B XKEHIIWHAX... BO BceX, KpoMe T1ebsi. Tebe ynaéTcsi MeHSI UHTPUTOBATb.

OH crenaabHO BLIOMBaeT MeHS U3 Kojien?!

- Tak MOKeT, BaC 3aMHTPUTYIOT HOBBIE IE€TAJIM U3 XKU3HU UMIIepaTopa? - JIJAaCKOBO MPOIIesia 5, OTYaTHHO
KOCSI B CTOPOHY, - HEKOTOPEHIE... TUKaHTHEIe MOMEeHTHL. Hampumep, 4To B 0OHUMaeTe BO CHE PO30BOTO
KOTHuKa? A moToM 6epéTte MIETKY U XJIecTaeTe TeX IacCHM, KOTOPhIE eMy He TTOHPABUIIUCE?

BpoBu [Janumupa momnoi3u Ha 106. OH maxe MOOHancs BIepeé, BEIHPUBAS U3 BOMBI O MOsIC. I HEPBHO
CTJIOTHyNa. Bcé-Ttaku nmpecc y uMneparopa... He yIUBATENbHO, YTO HaMOYKHY He OTKa3bIBalu. Y MeHs ax
PYKH 3a4Yecaliuch IoTporaTh. YepT!



[To xkynanbHe IPOHECCS TUXUN HU3KUU CMEX.

- U roe s B0O3bMy pO30BOT0 KOTHKa, Maprapura?..
5l HaurpaHHO NIPHUCBUCTHYJIA:

- To ecTh, BOIIPOC C MJIETOYKOM AaxKe He CTOUT?..

- Bcé nns Tebs1, moporas, - BKpag4UBO IPOMYpPJbIKai [laH. ¢ CriIoTHYJA, TOTOMY YTO MO3TH MEIJIEHHO
(mom THETOM OGCTOSITENTLCTB!) TIOTIIIBLIIN B HU3 XKUBOTA.

- Br moxkaneere...

OH NIPUIIOJHSJICS eIll€ HEMHOTO0, 3aCTaBJIsAs MEHs YCUJIEHHO pa3riagblBaTh IIOTOJIOK. Kakoro dura, Mapro?
ThI Yero KpacHeelllb Kak geBuiia?!

- A 3HaeTe, paHbIlle BBl MHe OOJIbIlle HPABUIIKCH!.. - He BhIAepzKasa si. B oTBeT - TuimHa. MHe X0TeJoCh
IIOCMOTPETh, UTO HAllKCaHo Ha nulle y [laHa, HO S repondyecky u3obpaxkasna CTaTylo.

- MaprapwurTa, - TSAKEILIN B3[I0X, - OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3@ CTPaHy KOI'0 YTOOHO 3aCTaBUT ITOB3POCTIETh. B
mo60M Bo3pacTe. Hy ¥ TOTOM, MHE HPaBUTCS Ballla IPSIMOJIMHEHNHOCTh. [109TOMY MHOTIA S MOABITPHIBAIO.
A TO BOPYT BBEI IEpECTAHETE OCTPUTH?..

Ha ce¥t pa3 nTUYKY He OTBJIEKJIH - 1 C COMHEHUEM IIOBEPHYNIACh K [laHuMupy.

- CouHKy, MaprapuTa, - OH KPaCHBO ITOTSHYJICS, IEMOHCTPUPYS MYCKYJIHL. [la ITPpOBaIUCh THI, I XKe He
JKejie3Has!

- Mb1 He goroBopuiu! - ClIOXKUIa PYKH Ha TPYOU B JIVUIIUX TPAOUIUSAX KaHpa.
- MeHst HEBECTHI KAYT, - IPOIMEJI OH, ITIOBOPAaYUBasiCh KO MHE CIIMHOMH, - IO9TOMY ITOCHEIINTE.

[Tonuius HPaBOB ero XKAOET, a He HeBecThl! CTapaTeIbHO HE OmyCKas B3TJISI[, S momouuia K [laHy u cena Ha
OOPTHUK BaHHLL. B3sina KOBIII, 3aYeprHyJsia BOAL U3 6acceifHa u... HalIuia eMy Ha rojioBy. [loxuxukana Haf
olIapaIleHHbBIM BUOOM [[aHMMKUpPa U CHOBa HaOpasia BOEI.

- C rpsI3HOU TOJIOBOY K HEBeCTaM - HETIOPSALOK, Ballle BEINYECTBO, - ¥ IIepeBepHYyJa KOBII. Cyas IO JTUITy
IaHa, oH cMupuics. TOIbKO OIPOKUHYII TOJIOBY Ha3af, IOJCTaB/Isasl MHE BOJIOCHL.

41 3amycTuia maabuYuKY B MOKpHIE TIpsigu. CBeTiiasi TpUBa UMIIEPATOpa IOTEMHEA OT BOALL U jIeKasia
COBCEM HE MO-UMIMEePaTOPCKU. BHIZaBUB MECTHEIN IIaMIyHb, I aKKyPaTHO ITOMacCaXupoBajia ero 3aThIIOK,
BUCKHU ¥ UyTh CIIYCTHJIACh TalbllaMHU K Ilee. BOJIOCH TEKJIM CKBO3b IaJIbIBI - TAKasl KPacoTa, Ha 3aBUCTh
n060it pexnaminuie. He yoepKaBIIuCh, 1 HOTPOHYIACH €T0 IIJIed, IPoBeJia o jonaTkaM. [JaH rpOMKO
OXHYJI U TIPOTHYJICS, MTOJICTABJISISI MHE CTIMHY. KaKue y Hero MBIIIIEL... CUJIbHBIE, HATIPSI2KEHHBIE. .. KaK
OyOTo HAaTSHyTas CTPyHa. TakK M XOTEI0Ch PacCIabuTe.

Mot# B3rasiy IPOTHUB Bou yman "Tyma". 'ocmomgu, jydiiie 661 He cMOTperna!l
- Baimre Bemm4ecTBO?.. - XPUIIIIO OCBEJAOMUIIACH S: - ¥ BacC... 9PEKIUI?

[TpomsHecsna - ¥ TOOCKOYUB, OPOCUIIACh BOH M3 KyHaIbHU.

Ha momHOM CKOPOCTH 51 4yTh HE Bpe3ajlach B CIIy4alHyI0 kepTBy. He3anakoMKa 3axiionasna I'yCTHIMHA
pecHHIlaMH, KOT{la 5 IpuxKajach K CTeHe, Ipolyckas eé. Ho meByIka BeITapalluiiachk Ha MEHS U He
OBUHYJIACh C MECTaA.

- YTo c BamMu CIIy4HuJIOCH?! - OXHy/a OHa. f 3amo37asio BCIOMHMIIA, YTO cOekaja B TOHKOM IIJIaThe,
BJIAKHOM U IIPUIKIIIIEM K Telly. XopoIiia s ceidac, HaBepHOo. II000pHUKY MOPAJIH CIIOBUIIKA OBl OPra3M OT
TaKoro HemmomoOaroIero Buaa.

- Bcé xopoitio, - oTienunack OT CTEHBI, TSI2KEeJI0 [ObIIIa, - IPOIINY IIPOLIEeHUs, S TOUy.
IIeByIIIKa MOJT4a IIOCTOPOHUJIACh, HO B CIIMHY MHE IIOJIeTENO0:
- MozxeT, BaM Hy2KHa IIOMOIIb?..

Vry. Ilcuxomorudeckasi. COexkasia OT MyzKHUKa, YBUAEB ero "00eroToBHOCTL". Mapro, 4To Ha TeOs HaIlIo?
JlagHOo GBI OH CO0IA3HATE Hayall, a Tak... Hy Bo30yauiIcs ero BeJIM4eCTBO, BIIOJIHE HOPMaJIbHOE SBJIEHUE.
MozerT, y HeTro rojioBa U IJIeYH’ - SpOreHHas 30Ha?..

MHe mgBafliaTh YeTHIpPEe, Y MEHS ObII HE OMH MY2K4YHMHA, HO OT YJIeHa mMIeparopa g cbexasia aku OT OTHS.



9To nuarHos. Hapeloch, y [laHa He HaYHYTCS KOMIIJIEKCH ITI0C/Ie Moero (pUHTa, a TO Bedb KOMIIEHCAIHUIO
moTpedyeT, 3apas3a...

- [TocTouiTe! - 1 pe3kK0 NOBEPHYJIACh, HafesICh 3aCTaTh AEBYIIKY B 2KEJITOM IIJIaThe. B rojIoBy CI0BHO
MOJIOTOM YAapHuiIo - g Xe He 3Halo, I'le MeHs Iocenunu! A MeXay IpOYuM, B HUKHEM IIJIaThe 10 ABOPILY
He norynselnb. Ho MecTHas "KaHapeedka" yxKe yImopxHymna. YepT.

Hap ronoBo# mocnsIiancs IIeyiecT KPbUILEB, a B CIIEOYyIINY MUT MHe Ha Ijledo cnukuposal Peus. Ero
KorTy 00JIe3HEHHO BIMJIMCH B KOXKY, HO BOPOHY 5 00pamoBaiach, Kak POOTHOMY.

- PeliB, COTHEBIMIKO, TH BeOb 3Haemb Koccy? - KHATWHS 0CTaBaJlaCh eQUHCTBEHHOM, K KOMY S MOTJIa
obpartuthcsi. IckaTh yIIpaBIIsgIoOIero ABOPIIOM B TAKOM BHUE - TPo0sieM He obepémurbes. f 3akycuna ryoy.
KTo0 mpodeccronan B moucke mpobieM 1 HelnoBKUX cutyarmii?! 4 npodeccuonarn!

BOpOH, HEeMHOTI'O I10ayMaB, KUBHYII.

- [IpuBenu eé€ Ko MHe, PeiiB. [Toxkanyticta! - B3Monunacs . [ITUI] CTpaHHO HaAKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, HO IIOKOPHO
pacmpaBui KpeUibsi. Korza oH yneTer, 1 MeOJIeHHO CIIOJI3Jia II0 CTeHO4YKe. boxke, maii MHe CUn
CIIPDaBUTHCH.

Kuaruus npubezkaa CIIyCTsI BEUHOCTh. BpeMsi TSIHYIOCh afiCKU Me[JIeHHO. f momneiTanachk BCTaTh, HO C
HENIPUSTHBIM CKPHUIIOM CIIoJI3/1a o6paTHO. IlnaThe eIé He BBICOXIIO.

- Mapro! - o6eckypaxkeHHO BoCK/IMKHYa Kocca. - YTo mpou30IIIJIo, Tie TBOE miaThe?!
Mur - ¥ XKeHIITUHaA THEBHO COIIypua rjiasa:

- 9to [an?! HaBw ero nomepu, 4To OH coenan?! Mapro, orBevai! 4... 1 mpsMo certyac nouny K Hemy!
Takoe He OOJIXKHO IIPOLIATHEC faXe uMIlepaTopy!

- Kap! - ¢c yrkopoM Briman PeiiB, o6umeBImch 3a xo3suHa. Cxkas Kynaku, Kocca pa3bsapEéHHO IOBEPHYJAch K
HEMY:

- [Noipy! U 3acyHy eMy IbAOBIIIKY B 3agHUILY, €CJIM OH Hagpyrajicsad Hag Mapraputoi, Tak U Iepepmarn!

- Het-HeT, Kocca, - nocnemnmna BMeIIaTsCs 1. A3bIYHUIIa IOMOTJIa MHe BCTaTh. Hapmo XKe, Bpoge Xpymnkas C
BUAy, a Takas cunbHas! - Huuero He cinyuyunocs! IIpocTo gypankas cuTyanusi, KOTOPYIO Hadall
WMIIEPATOP, a 1 3aKOHYMIa. MHe OB TOJTBKO KOMHATY CBOIO HAWTH, YTOOBI TEPEOOETHCS.

- ITouumaro. IToriméM Ko MHe, mombepy Tebe mmaTthe. Y MeHsI X MHOTO 61arofaps KeHUXy.
[Topgnmu3kIBaeTCs, TIYILIH, - OHA YIIBIOHYIack. ICKpeHHe TaK, CY4acCT/IMBO. Y-y-y, aXX 3aBUCTb HPOCHYyJack. C
OPYTrOo¥ CTOPOHEI, €CJIM JKEHIUHA CYaCT/IMBa, OHA CHeliajla IPaBUJIbHEIM BEIOOP. BO3MOXKHO, PSIIOM C
DaHoM y Heé He ObLIO OB TaKOM yIEIOKOM. M Kocca 3TO BOBpeMsI ITOHSMA.

He TO, 94TO HEKOTOPHIE.

- KcraTtu, s Te6s1 BHUMATEJIFHO CIyIIalo, - BKIIMHUIIACh OHA B MOU MBICITH, - YTO IIPOU3O0IIIO MEXKAY TOOOU U
OaxHoM?

§1 pacckasaa, cropasi OT CThima. TOJIBKO He B KOPUAOPE, a KOTAa MbI BHIOMpay miaThe B €€ mokosx. Kocca
CMOTpeJia Ha MeHS C TaKUM BhHIpaXKeHueM NHIfa... B 0011eM, s HeBOJIbHO IIOYYBCTBOBasIa ce0s pebEHKoM. A
BeOb KHATHUHS TOYHO MJIAAIle MeHs!

- JlagHo, - mOOBITOXKMIIA OHA, - pa3bepéTech paHo uiu no3guo. Ho MucTy g Hanuiry, a TO TOBeOeHUE Y
HaHa groxke cTpaHHoe. HetunuyHoe.

- Mucry?
[Tonoxka pyky Ha cepplle, s Oblia el 6naromapHa. He Hy?KHO KOMMeHTapueB.
- Mucrtucnasy, Mmoemy xkeHuxy. OH cerdac B Pycce.

4 momeITanack BCIIOMHHUTE OBOPSHUHA C TAKMM MMEHEM, HO ImoTepiesa puacko. 2Kernux y Koccel
HaBEePHSKa SI3bIYHUK, @ OHU JIepKajIuCh OCOOHSIKOM U IIPU OBOPE 0C000 HEe KUJIU.

IToka s BbIﬁI/IpaJ'Ia IIJIaThb€e U IepeogeBajiaChb, B IBEPh IIOCTy4Yallu. B nokou KHATHMHU IIPOCKOJIB3HYJIa
MOJIOOEHBKAs OEeBYIIIKa, APKas U CBETJIOBOJIOCA.

- Kocca! Ero BenuuecTBO 30BET Ha OTKPHITHE CMOTPHUH. Tebst u Kakyoo-To Maprapury! - u TyT oHa
3aMeTuiia MeHs: - Ox, mpocTuTte! 310 BB, HABEpHOE?

- 4, - KuUBHyJIa pacTepPsHHO, pacnpasiss miaTbke. Kocca He mIyTHia - HapsgoB y He€ ObI0 6OIbIIe COTHU



Ha IepBBIU B3rjIan: - C KeM UMelo 4eCTh?

- KasixxHa MapusH Benoropckasi, MOXXKHO IIPOCTO MapH, - CIIOXBATUBIIKCE, T OBLICTPO CIOesiana KHUKCEH, -
0X, OCTaBbT€ Ballll MaHEPHI OJIs CTOJIULEI, TEPIETh UX He MOTY. BEI ¢peliiiHa €€ BEICOYECTBa, KHIKHEL
Onwsru?

"A BHI Ta [EeBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO ITPOpoYaT B TI000BHUIIE! [JaHy? - TaK U IPOCUIOCH Ha s13wIK". Ho s
OrpaHUYMIaCh JIUIIbL KUBKOM.

I'maBa 7

BI/IJ:[eTB ,[[aHa He XO0TeJIOCh, HO Y MEHA OBILII IIPUKa3 UMIIEPATPHUIIHI. HpI/II_HJ'IOCb HUOTHU BMECTe C Koccon u
Mapwu. B nmaTee ¢ uyxoro njeda, 6€3 KOCMETUKHY U CJIeTKa JoxMaToi. BimpoyewMm, mieBats! 4 Xk He
IpeTeHOylo Ha ceppalle [laHa, KaK YYaCTHUIEL CMOTPUH.

Kocca u MmonopmenbKast KHSIKHA, KaK MHe [10Ka3aloch, OpyxKuil. [1o KpaliHell Mepe, OTHOIIEHUST MEXKIY
HUMU OBIJIM OYEHBb TEMJIBIMU. f HeOKUIOaHHO pacTepsiach. KaTpul roBopuiia MHue: "IIpucMmoTpuchk". OKel,
s IPUCMOTpPEJIach, YTO HasibIie?

CBonuth Koccy u [laHuMUpa He UMeJI0 CMEIC/IA - KHATWHS IIOMOJIBJIEHA U, IOX0XKe, OepeMeHHa. Mapu xe...
MeHs cMyIias Bo3pacT AeBylIKu. COBECTh He II03BOJIsAjia CBaTaTh €€ [laHy.

IToxoxe, paboTaThk s1 Oy C OCHOBHBEIM COCTaBOM HEBECT.

CroxBaTUBIINUCH, 1 CEPOEYHO no6Iarogapuia KHATHUHIO 3a Itatbe. OHa TONMBKO ynbeiOHYyIack. Ha
Pas3TOBOPHI y2Ke He OBIJI0 BPEeMEHU - MBI IPUIIIIH. ..

Bay!

I'maBHBIN 3a]1 gBOpPILIa IIOTpsicali. BEICOKME IMOTOJIKY, MPaMOpPHEIE KOJIOHHEI, YBUTHIE TEKOPAaTUBHOM aou
pPO30M, MOTYKPYTJIEIE BEITSIHYTHIE OKHA... 3aJ1 CBEPKaJ B JTy4Yax cojiHIa. CTeHB OBIIN BHIIOIKEHKI
pas3HOIIBETHOM KaMeHHOM M03aWKoMH, Cc IIpeobiafiaHueM SHTApHOTO. 4 yK MOJI4y O SIBHO IOPOTOM I1apKeTe.
DTOT 3aJl C IETKOCThIO 3aTMeBaJll faxke TPOHHLIM B Pycce! CBeTsio, KpacuBo, POCKOIIHO. He yauBUTENIBHO,
4TO BCe TPUALIATH HEBECT ITOPAXKEHHO MOJTYAJIH.

OctaBuB Koccy u Mapwu, st BcTana y 60KOBOM KOJIOHHBI, paCCMaTpuUBasi [IBETHUK uMmiiepaTopa. Hy 4arto
CKa3aThb, [eBOYKH Ha J1I000i BKyC. BriOupaii - He xouy Uiy BooOIIe CTpoi rapeM. X0oTs Ka3Ha XK He
pe3nHoBasd...

EmuHCTBEHHBIM 3HAKOMBIM JIUIIOM MeJIbKHYJIa JEeBYIIKa B XKEJITOM IjiaThe. Hameoch, MeHsI OHa He
3aMeTuia, “Hade mpobieM IIOTOM He 00epEIbes!

Yepes mapy MUHYT TJIallaTai 36I9HO OOBSIBUII O Hadajie CMOTPUH. TPUAIIAaTh HEBECT IIOCTPOUIIN IIepen
umMmIepaTtopomM, 61aro pa3Mepsl 3ana no3Bonanu. Kak pacckasrwiBana Omnnu, [JaHUMUDPY HYKHO BEIOpaTh
cemb fieB. [Tocyie 9TOro HAYHYTCST CBUOAHUS - ONUH AeHb Ha 3HAKOMCTBO C KaxXI0¥M HeBecTol. I1o BpeMeHHn
CMOTPUHBI 3aHUMAJIN 9yTh OOJIbIle Henenu. Bcé-Taku umIiepaTop - 3aHsITON YeJI0BEK, U €My He 00
pas3BieueHui. llecapeBudY MOT MOTPATUTh HAa CMOTPUHEBI OKOJIO IBYX HeAenb, HO [IaH yXKe He UMeN 9TOT
TUTYIL.

Ero BemmuecTBO XOOMJI BOOIb IIIEPEHTH, HECIIEIITHO PAa3TJIAAbIBas AeBymek. Hy ma, TpUAIaTh MOJIOOEHBKUX
Kpacasull - BEIOOp Henerkuii. 3acpaner:! CI0BHO yCIBIIIaB MOU MBICTH, [laH pe3KOo IIOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY.

MBI BCTPETUIUCH B3TIAOaMu. 51 He BeIgepzKajia, OTBEPHYIIACh. 3aTO UMIepaTop pas3yikidancs. B
ImociienHee BpeMs MeHs He OTIIyCKaJl0o 9yBCTBO, YTO ,[[aHI/IMI/Ip usMeHnusncsa. Kak GYJITO C6p0CI/IJ'[ JIUYUHY,
repecTal urpaThb poiib. [oOpEH 06asiTeTbHBIN HACIEOHUK, CBETIIOBOJIOCHIH, TOTy0OOT Ia3bId... TPEKPACHBIN
IIPUHI] U3 CKa3KH.

A ceftyac 3T0 OBIJI COBCEM He ITPEKPACHBIN ITPUHIT!

OH OBILNT TAKMM, KaK B Hallle IepBoe 3HaKoMCTBO. OH MeHs nyran. [loToM 3To 94yBCTBO UCY€e3J10, 3a0BIIOCH,
a [laH cTasn Ka3aThCs OOBIYHLIM MaJIbYUKOM-MaxkopoM. Ho celigac, mocse ero cjaoB PO IPUTBOPCTBO... UTO
ecnu JanmMup Bcé BpeMs urpan? Bens Hapop mro0ul KpacaBlia-liecapeBuda, 0COOeHHO II0CIie ero
MpaYHOT0, HEJIIOOUMOTO OTIIa, a TP ABope [JlaHUMUpa CYUTANU 3TAaKUM HOOPHIM MaJlbYUuKOM, T'yISKOU U
IyTOM. BOT TONMBKO "mOOPHIN MabYuK" mepeBelasl BCeX, MPSIMO MM KOCBEHHO BUHOBHEBIX B YOUNCTBE
cBoero otna. OH BepHYJI U3 omnaskl BenpMupa, 0T KOTOPOTO MHOTHE IIapaxanuch. Kakabli TOMTUTUYECKUU
mrar [laHa oTHaBajl TaKUM XOJIOOHBEIM PAacYETOM, YTO XOOUIN CIIYXU O IIOAMeHe IlecapeBuya.

Yro x, 6paBo, Ballle BeIU4YeCTBO. Eciiu 3T0 Oblyia urpa, Bel OTHIIPAjid €€ C BJIECKOM.

- I'paduuu Ekatepuna u3 poma Memepckux, HaTanu u3 poga BaTTep, Anekcanapa u3 pona BepeHckux, -
MPOU3HEC [laHUMUP UMEHA EePBHIX TPEX CYaCTIUBHUIL. - U repioruss Inu3abeT PoTTep, IpoIIy Bac BHIATH



BIIEPE].

[Tocnenusisi, cTanmo OBITH, o6emaHHasi KaTpuH WHOCTpaHKa. [JeByIIKY PafloOCTHO BEIIOPXHYJIHA U3 CTPOS,
cBepKasi no0emHbBIMU yIbIOKaMu. MIX MeHee yoad/iMBele CONEPHUIIEI TPUYHEIIHM, HO JaJIbIle CTAJI0 BECeJiee:

- Onuca u3 poma ['PUTOPHEBCKUX, a MaBHO U BHl A3BIYHUILIA? MU I'laBa poAa MOCYUTAl, YTO MBI He
3aMeTHuM IIOOMEHY? - OCBEOOMMJICS €TI0 BeJIMYeCTBO. 3a CIUHOU ONEelINBIIEeN OAEBYILIKU B TOT K€ MUT
BO3HUKIIM CTPaXKy TaWHOU KaHIenspuu. Huuero cebe! [Taxke Ha CMOTPUHB I3LIYHUKU ITPOTAIIHIIHA CBOIO
KaHOUOaTKy!

XO0TsI meBHIla MOTJIa IIPeTEeHI0BaTh Ha ceppile [laHa B IIPSIMOM CMEICIIE.
He cnymas Bo3MylIeHME, MAacKy yTAIAIIN JIKe-HEBECTY U3 3aJia.

- PoctucnaBa u3 pona Kedans, - mpomoikui mMepaTop Kak HU B 4€M He OviBasio. HaBcTpeuy eMy BHIIIIIA
Ta camMas KaHaperka B XX€nToM mnaTteke. biun! Jlyuie 651 [laH oTopaBuil e€ momoii! - MupociaBa U3 poga
3apenkux u AHu u3 poaa JIyHHBIX. MTak, Munbie 6GaphIITHU, OKAXXKUTEe MHE YeCTh U MPUMUTE JIA TUTYJI
HEBEeCT IJapCKUX?

4 TonpKo rna3a 3akatuia. Kyga oHY IeHYTCS C HOABOOHOM JIOAKH.
IToka BCce CMOTpeNH Ha CYaCTIUBUIL, 1 OpOCHIIa B3TJISIT Ha MOHYPHIX KpPacoToK. M 3aopaia 4To eCTh CUJIH!

- HaH, c3amu! - CTpallrHas MBICIIb, YTO OXpaHa He ycIeeT, mpuIiia ciaemnoM. Cepaile CIOBHO 3aMepJio.
HeBecTa ¢ KMHKAIOM OKa3ajach PSIMOM 3a UMIIEPATOPOM 3a CEKYHIY H...

IlaH Ha IIOBOPOTE IIepeXBATUII PYKY C OPYKHEM U XOPOIIEHBbKO, OO XPyCTa, BEIBEPHYJI OEBYIIKE 3allsiCThe.
HecocrosiBitasics youiilla Co CTOHOM ONYCTHJIAaCh K €ro HoraM. ['ocmogu, KaKUM 4yIoM OH BOOOIIle CMOT
cpearuposBarh!..

- A 910 y)ke mHTEepecHO. [Jous ObiBIIETO TyGepHaTOpa AdanuiicKoro. 3HAYUT, BOT KaK BHI IPUHSIIIA
UMIIEPATOPCKYIO0 MUJIOCTE...

- Youiina!!! - mpomumnena OnIBIIas HeBecTa, Mopiach oT 6onu. K Hell yxKe Cremunu OXpaHHUKHA
uMIeparopa.

I'y6epHaTopa AdanuiiCKoro, eCiii MHEe He U3MeHsIJIa ITaMsiTh, Ka3HU/IU 3a CBA3b C I3LIYHUKAMU, HO €ro
CeMbI0 He TPOHYJH. [Jake OCTAaBUIU IIPU TUTYJIE U OEeHbrax.

Kaxertcs, 3p4.

4 MepneHHO BHIIOXHYJIA U... B3OPOTHYyIa. MeX MOUX ITajblieB Ipobexara uckpa. Heckonbko uckp. Hert-
HeT, Kbitr! He Hago cHoBa! f 3amaxana pykKol, Ha aBTOMAaTe IIbITasiCh COPOCUTDL UCKPHL. A TO MaJjio JIu
YBUIOUT KTO!

n IIPpAAMO Ha MEHsS BO BCe€ I'Jla3a CMOTpPeJIa KHATHUHA OnbxoBcKasi-BeHckas...

IMabw1 n36eKaTh BOIPOCOB, ST IIOCTYIIU/IA B CBOEH MIPUBLIYHON MaHepe. To ecTh, IIar 3a KOJIOHHY - U
HECIIENTHON MOXOIKOM K BEIXOAQY. Bo BCceoOIel cyMaToxe Ha MEHSI HUKTO He 00paTui BHUMaHUSI. B3risigel
rocTeii ObITM TPUKOBAHH K [aHy. YKe y IBepeil s ToKe He BhaepkKasa, o6epHynack. UMmepaTop CTOSI B
OKPY2KEHUHU TaWHOM CTPakKu ¥ HEeJOBOIBLHLIM I'OJIOCOM OTHABaJl IpuKa3kl. Koccy s He 3aMeTHsa, HO B MOEM
OnmukaiiieM paguyce e€ He 6su10. CrtaBa 6ory! Teneps Hamo yOeguTh KHSITUHIO, YTO 9TO BCETO JIUIIL UTPa
cBeTa.

4 u cama He moHMMaIsna, OTKyHa O0epyTcst UCKPHL. BepHee, maxke He MUCKPHI, a pa3psanbl Toka. Korma-To
OaBHO, B IIPOIIION XKU3HU, S yYUIACh Ha MPOTrPaMMUCTa ¥ 4acTo paboTaa C TeXHUKON. MaMa cMesiiach,
4TO 9TO IIOCJIEe yoapa TOKOM B IeTCTBe. BrlJIo BOOOIIE He SICHO, KaK S BRIXKHIIA, HO... IOCTPAmal TOJIBKO
uBeT BoJioc. ITocBeTnen mo 6naroponHoi nnaTuHe. [1o unee, ¢ Tex Iop y MeHs HOJIKHa ObITH GoOus Ha BCE
snekTpuyeckoe. Ho Bonpeku aToMy, s TSHYJIACh K TEXHUKE.

BepxoM CTpaHHOCTH B MO€H KU3HU CTaJl Pa3psAKEHHBIM CMapT(HOH, KOTOPHIM PE3KO 3aMepIlaj OrOHBKOM
3apsAnKy. £ CIIOBHO mociiana B HETO MMITYJIBC, SHEPTHIO - U 3TO cpadoTano! A CKOIBKO MOU IIaJIbITbl
BIIUTAJIX MEJIKUX Pa3psoB, €Il€ B UHCTUTYTE - He CYECTh.

3Byuurt auko?.. He copio. Ho mns MeHs 3Ta cioCOOHOCTE ObIjla TaKOM XKe eCTeCTBEHHOM, KaK fAbIXxaHue. A
HUCKPHI IOIBUINCH yKe 37ech, B UMnepuu.

... Korga g Hamia Ha 6epery IIOJIYyTPYII HepBLIfI Pa3 OCO3HAHHO 3allyCTHJIa UMIIYJIbC B 9E€JIOBEKa.

Horu camn IIpUBEJIN MEHS Ha 6eper. Heine YXO}KBHHBIﬁ, aKKypaTHLIfI, C aKyPHBIMH IIaBUJIbBOHAMMU OJIA
OTOBIXA, YUCTHIM IIECOYKOM M ITPOYHUMHU IIPEJIECTAMHU. Hag TOPHU30OHTOM BOBCIO PACIIyCKaJICA 3aKaT - g He
3aMeTuJia, KakK IIpPpoJieTeJl JEHb. CJIOXKHBIU [IEHD, KOTOpBIﬁ ocTaBui nocye cebds 6obIe BOIIPOCOB, 4YeEM



OTBETOB.

- 51 cMOTpI0, KOMY-TO He TEPIUTCS 3a00JIeTh?.. - eXUOHEIN rojoc [laHa 3acTan MeHs BpaciioxX. Kak oH
3mecs okasancs?! IToka s1, Kak ycrajaas CoBa, XJIoNaja IJla3aMy, UMIIepaTop HaKWHYJI Ha MOU ILJIeYH
HaKUOKY. TEMIYI0, MEXOBYIO U SIBHO MYKCKYIO HAKUOKY.

Yykue pyKU Ha MUT HaKPHUIM MOU, XOJIOTHELIE.

- Cnacu60, Mapro, - oH czKaJl MO0 JIafiOHb, - ST CpearupoBasl TOJILKO Oaromaps Tebe. B mocnenuee BpeMs
THI CJIOBHO XPaHUTEJIbHUIIA MOl CEeMBbH.

OmrymeHue NETKOM HepealbHOCTH HAKPHIIO C TooBoM. Hy Henb3s MHe [laHa Tak Gu3Ko!
- Vke xpanutenbHuna? YTo K, XOPOIINHi POCT Mocie GpperTuHE ... Balllell IepCoHaIbHOM GaHIITUITE!

3aHpOKI/IHy'B T'OJIOBY, HaHI/IMI/Ip 3aX0xXoTall. FpOMKO, BeceJio, OT OylIu. IIaBHO He BUMeJa €ET0 TaKUM.
HeCMOTpH Ha 2KeJlaHue MIPUAOYIIUTE OOHOI'O MOHApPXa, S He cOaep2Kajla yan6Ky.

- MHe [0 cux Iop CTHIOHO. YeCTHO, - OTCMEeSBIINCh, Ipou3Heéc [HaH: - I He coBCeM ITOHUMAIO0, B YEM
BHUHOBAT, HO YYBCTBYIO C€0SI UOUOTOM.

- Ax BBl He ITIOHUMaeTe?.. - 1 Pe3K0 00epHYyJIach, T4 eMy B I'7la3a: - 10 eCTb, MOSI pellyTallus AJIis Bac
IIyCTOU 3BYyK?!

- Mapro, Hy Kakas penyTtauus y ¢peinuns? Eié cKaxu, 4TO THI IIEPBHIM pa3 yBUOeNa... KXM, My2KCKOM
opras.

HaBepHoe, TOJIBKO 3JIOCTHh HE€ OaJla MHE€ PacCIlJIaKaTbCH.

- A meliCTBUTENBHO, S BeOb IlajlaBa, KOTOPOM BCE paBHO rae, Korma u ¢ kem! IIpoctute, 3abwiial Ioiny,
IIOCHOIIIAIOCh C KeM-HUOYOb, B OUepPeIHOU pa3, Bedob MHE XKe IJIeBaTh Ha penyTauuio. [IneBaTs, 94TO
moHecyT Omnbre. ITneBaTs! 4 Xe Takas nerkomuicieHHas!.. [Ilypa B IpoCTUTyCKOM Oebe!

CKUHYB HaKU[KYy Ha PYKH UMIIEpPaTOpPy, He 000pavyrBasicCh, IOIIa IPOYb. DMOIIUM 3alllKaTIUBaJIu [0
npernena. [la 4To co MHOU Takoe?! B KOHIle KOHIIOB, [laH CYOUT IO CBOEMY JieKally, ¥ BO OBOPIle KaxKaas
TPEeThsI, ECIIU He BTOpas ¢peinHa, corpeBajia eMy nocTesb. Ho Bcé paBHO 3T0 ObII0 OOIBHO.

CunbHbIE PyKU 0OXBAaTUIIM MEHS C3aQy, IpuxKkuMas K cebe, ¥ He maBasi COejaTh U I1ara.
- VI3BuHWY, - mpoImenTan MyKYUHa B MOIO MaKVIIIKYy, - 1 nepedopirui. PaHbIlle TH JIydIe gepzkana yaap.

- A Temeps He MOTY, - ChsI3BUJIA B OTBET, JaxXke He meéprasck. Cmbicii?.. OH BCé paBHO O0JIbIIE U KPYITHEE. -
A BEI 4TO, pelIniu IPOBEPUTH MEHSI Ha IPOYHOCTD, Ballle BEINYEeCTBO?

- 4 pazo3nuics u craynui. Tl ToXKe IIOCTyIuIa He CIUIIKOM yMHO. [Ipenarai 3a0bITh 3TOT 3MU30[4. Y
TeOsT OCTPHBIM B3TJISAM M XOPOIas HaGIoqaTeTbHOCTh. MHe HyKHa TBOS moMoIlb. COGCTBEHHO, 5 0 HEH
IIPUIIETT IPOCUTD, @ HEe PyTraThCs.

B3poxuyma. ['my6oko. Bumumo, ¢ppelinrHa Ha BeCh ABOPell BCE-TaKKu OgHAa. BO3ropauThCsi, YTO JIU?
- BHI He TIpencTaBiIsieTe, KAK MHE XOYEeTCsI IIOCJIaTh Bac, Ballle BEIUYECTRBO.

- Hapetrocs, mocnaTh B CBOM IIOKOU A1 00CyKaeHUs IIpo6iieMbl? - aH exunHo nogHsa 6poss. Tak. A nubo
ero cewyvac paclenyio, m1u00 mpubbi0 HEHAPOKOM.

- [ToimémTe, - BRIaBUJIa CKBO3b 3yOHI.

I'maBa 8

TOJIbKO Ha IIOJI IyTH 5 CIIOXBATHIIACh, YTO UATH MHE HEeKyaa. B ToM IytaHe, YTO PACIONOXKEHHUE MOUX
TIOKOEB - TaifHa 3a CeMbI0 IeYaTH. Y3HaB 0 mpobjieMe, ero BeIMYeCTBO XMBEIKHYJI 1 ITOBEJI MEHs 3a COGO.
3a pyuky. I maxe He 3HaANA, YTO MEeHs cMyulaeT 6osbirne. To mu moBegeHue JaHUMUPA, TO TU TOT BAKT,
YTO OH UHTEPECOBAJICS MOMMHM IOKOsiMU. YTO BB IJITaHMPOBAJIM UCKATh TaM, Ballle BEJINYECTBO?..

3a KJII04YaMy IPHUIIOCh IOCHUIATE CIIYT'y. DKOHOMKA IIpUJieTella CO CKOPOCThIO CBeTa, fabkl ero
BEJINYECTBO He rHeBasicsa. Kak y Heé CKyJIEl He CBeJIO OT TaKoU mupokoi yneioku! I[Toxg nontunHUK 6abe, a
BCs pacuseral

- Bor, HO}KaHyfICTa, IIpOXoOguTe, - Imejia OHa, - BCE BBIMBIJIU-BLIYMCTUIN, BEIIA JOCTABUIIH.

- Brraropmapio, - oTo3Basics JlaH, MepPBLIM IIPOXOs B IIOKOH, - BEI CBOOOIHEL.



OKOHOMKaA ITOKJIOHUJIACh U BHIIIA, a 5 TocjlefoBana 3a [laHuMupoM. Ha nepsrie CeKyHAEI IIpoIa gap
peun. Tak ¥ XOTeJIOCh YTOYHUTH - 3TO TOYHO MHE?!

[Tokou mOYTH 3ePKaJIbHO IOBTOPSIU Te, UTO BhiAenunu Kocce. TOMbKO KHATHHE II0 CTATyCy IIojlaranach
Takas KpacoTa, a ... Hy ma, st Bcero nuirb o6cimyra, dperinura. Ho ecnu [JaH pemu, 94To S 0TKaXyCh CO
CTpaxy - 4épTa c aBa!

ATlapTaMeHTBI COCTOSIJIM U3 TPEX KOMHAT: TOCTHHO, BAHHOI C MaJIeHEKUM OacceiiHoM u cnanbHu. OKHa
TOCTHHOM OBIIM PACIIONOZKEHHI ITOJTYKPYT'OM - MOSI MeYTa C Hadajla B3pPOCIoi xku3Hu! ITaHOpaMHbBIe OKHa
HAIIOJIHSIU I'OCTUHYIO CBETOM yracalollero 3akKaTa, OKpallliBasi CTEHEl B PO30BHIM. DTa KOMHATa YeM-TO
HAOMHWJIa MHE YaWHYI0 TOCTUHYIO B KPEenocTH. Toxke mMOMUHUPYIOMWWN Oesiblii, 6e3KeBHIH U OTTEHOK Kode
c MoJiokoM. ITocye SpKOCTH T'JIaBHOTO 3ajla TaKOW LIBET ycoKauBal rinasa. Oy, ou3aHep ABOpIa, CMOTPIO,
3aMOPOYUIICS B IeTaIsIX.

O6cTaHOBKa ObljIa IIPOCTEI[KOM, HO BIIOJIHE YIOTHOM. BOJIbIION KPpeMOBEIM IUBAHYUK YV CTEHBI, CTOJIUK K3
CBETJIOT'O fepeBa U [Ba Kpecila HanpoTus. Ha cTosie y>Ke pacliosioXuics IIOACBEeYHUK, IBE YalllKu U
y30p4aTHi YalHUYEK. AX [1a, eI€ U TUPOXKHLIe Ha Omoale. 4 TOMbKO PeCHUYKAMH I10XJIonaja - Korga
cepBUpoOBaTh ycnenu?.. He yoepaBiiucse, npucesja Ha JUBAH U IPUKOCHYJIACh K YaUHUYKY. ['opsaaui.

[Tonywaetcsa, JaruMup oTHal IpUKas liepen TeM, KakK IIOUTH 3a MHOK?.. Hall uMnepaTop yGUBUTEIILHO
npoayMaHHbN! TouHee, "XUTPO COENAHHBIN" - KaK JII00MIa TOBOPUTH MOSI MaMa.

Y cocemHel CTEHBI PACIOJIOKUIICS OINHHBIN KOMOT, C a-JI1 KUTalCKOM Ba30l. CBexKue pO3kl TOIBKO
yOenum MeHsI B TOM, 4TO []aH rOTOBUJICA K BCTpede. ITo 60KaM OT KOMO[a BEICUIIUCH CTOJIOBI-CTEIIaXKu. B
OOHOM 5 pasrisifiesla YalHBIM CEePBU3, BO BTOPOM - KHUTH. A HaJl KOMOJOM BHCEJI MOPCKOU Iei3ax.
Kopab6sp Ha ¢poue mBopiia Illax-AmeH, KUCTH MECTHOTO AWBa30BCKOTO. [loporasi KapTHUHA OIS JIMYHBIX
IIOKO€B, HO Kpacusasl...

Mo6un MeHs1 6eKeBHIM KOBED, B KOTOPOM IIPUSTHO YTOIIAIH IISATKH.

- YroBopunu, - cMUpUIACh 5, pa3nuBas SHTapPHBIM 4all [10 YalllkaM, - IpucaxuBaiTech. { roTosa Bac
BBICJTYIIIQTh.

- OTpagHO CJIBIIATh, 0 MOSI HETpUMUpPUMasi GppeinuHa, - [JaH OblI B CBOEM pernepTyape. MOpPCKOM BO3OyX
TIOIIENT €My Ha II0JIb3y - y2Ke UTPUBBIN TOH Ipope3a’sics. TaM U 0o MPUINYHOTO IIBETAa JINlla Hemaneko.

- He Bamma, - oTpe3zana 4.

- XOTHUTE IPOBEPUTH? - TOIMUTHYJI €T0 BendecTBO. OX, y MEHS 4yTh INPOKHOE U3 PYK He BHIIAJIO: -
OmmbaeTech, Mapro, Bel Mos. [IycTh u ciiyxkute Omnbre.

Kak u Bcé B UMmmepuu, BrpoueM. Jloruuno. Ho g1 3agyMuunBO mToCTy4ajia HOTOTKOM II0 YalllKe:
- A 3HaeTe, BEI MHE YXKe He HPaBUTECh, HO TakK U OBITH - CIIYIIAL0.

Ero BenmmuecTBO XMBIKHYJI BHOBB. f 110 TTa3aM BHAEJIa, YTO IIPOMOJIYUT, @ IIOTOM OTMCTHUT C YTPOEHHOM
KECTKOCTBIO.

- MHe HyXKHO, 9YTOOBI BBl IPUCMOTPEJIAch K HeBecTaM. TOJIBKO 3a Cepille He XBaTaluTeCh, HaBEPHSIKA
MaTyIIKa OTIIPaBUJIa Bac C MONOOHKEIM 3amanueM. Ho Moi mHTepecC - OPYTrou.

- U Kakoii Xxke? - He cTajla CHOPUTh U JIOMaTh KOMenuio. Jla U CMBICT?..

- CKopee BCero, OqHA UJIM HECKOJIBKO IEBYIIEK MOAKYIIJIEHBl I3bIYHUKAMU, - OTOPOIINI MeHs [laH, - 9TO
MOZKeT OBITh U IITaHTaXK, ¥ 00eIaHus, U 3anyruBaHue. UTo yrogHo.

Ha aToT pa3 s mepebua:

- [TomokpouTe, KaKOU IMOOKYII? Bel 2kKe BHIOMpPaIu U3 TPUALIATA OBOPSHOK! BHIOpAaTh UMEHHO Ty, KOTOpast
BaM IIPUTISTHETCS - 9TO K€ YEePTOBCKHU CJIOKHO!

- Mapro, - oH TUXO paccMesrncs, - He OyobTe HaUBHEBL. Bce meBYyHMIKM ITpeKpacHEl, HO BHIrOOHEIX UMnepuu
cpenu HUX BCEro OecsiThb. A Hanbojee BHITOOHBIX - TPoe. OHM y2Ke OCHOBHBIE (haBOPUTKU. Mol BHIOOP OB
U3BECTEH 3apaHee.

- Torga mouemy?..

- ITouemy 51 He BeIOpan 6e3omacHEIX? OTBET IPOCT, MEI TSTHEM BOJIKA 3@ XBOCT, IIOATOTABIINBAs KJIETKY. 3a
OeBYyLIKaMHU IPUTJISIABIBAET TaWHas KAHIIEISIPUS, HO C UyKUMU CIIyTaMU U KaMePUCTKaMu OaphIITHY He
6onrarmT. Hy:keH KTO-TO APYyTo¥, U3BECTHHIN 1 0€30IIaCHEIH, IT0 X MHEHUIO. ¢ XoTen mpocuTs Koccy, HO
9Ta e€ BeIXOmKa c moberom... OHa ceriyac He B TOU popme, YTOOBI TOMOYBL HaM. [109TOMY OCTaEIIBCS THI.



A cxkama YalllKy 1 BHUMATEJIbHO IIOTJIsiiesia Ha €ro BeJIN4eCTBO.

- MHe Bpope KakK OTHLIX 00eIany... - Hadasia ¢ HaMékoM. OOHO Ieso - IOMOTraTh KOHKPETHOM MHOCTPAHKE,
U OpyTroe - MIINOHUTH 3a BceMU HeBecTaMu. K ToMy XKe, B pe3UIEeHTH MeHS He TOTOBWIU. A dpelnuHa.
Hapsigel, 6ambl, KpaCUBbIe MYXKYHHEI - BOT KPYT YBI€YEeHUN HOPMaJIbHOU QpeTuHb!!

- Mapro, CKOCUTh IOJ OYPOYKY He BEIMIET, - BMEMIaJICs B MOM MBEICJIM ClIagKui rojoc [laHa, - 3a Tpu roga s
XOPOIIO U3y4dnu TeOs, MOXKeIllb He CTapaThCs. [IOMOTY MHE U MOIYyYHUIIb OTABIX. 3geck. Jletom. C Ombro# s
OOTOBOPIOCH, MO0 BHI ITOEeTe BMecTe. Moel cecTpe ToXe He IoMeIIano Okl OTOPBATHCSA OT KHUT. A 9TH
IIOKOH, - OH HeOpeKHO B3MaxHYJI PYKOH, - OCTaHyTCs 3a TO0O0M Ha 000 npue3n. YTo cKaXKelllb?

- 3HaeTe, eciu OBl BBl C TAKMM PBEHMEM KMCKaJIM IIOAXO0MA K HeBeCTaM, - SIOBUTO IPOU3HECIIA sI, CMUPSSICh C
Hen30eXHLIM, - TO HUKTO OBl He XOTeJI Bac IPUOUThH!

- 9To "ma"? - ero BeIUYECTBO IIOMAJICS BIIEPE, Bie3asi B MOE JIMYHOe IIpPocTpaHCcTBo. 'am. Kaxkercs, oH
ITPeKpacHO MOHUMAJI, KaK JelCTByeT Ha MeHSs.

- 910 "HeT, HO Kyfa XKe meBaThCs", - mompaBuina. Ha rybax y [laHa 3aurpana yiabpi0Ka YemnpcKoro KoTa.
IloBoNBLHOTO KOTa. f1 BepHyJIa YallKy Ha CTOJIUK, YTOOBl XOTh HEMHOT'O OTCTPaHUTHCS. 3ps. JaHUMUD
oKaszaJics elé 6uke Ko MHe, OyKBaJIbHO MPUKUMASICh OéTpaMu.

- OTnuyHO! 3aBTpa yTPOM CcBaxa 3auAeT K Tebe. [TocTapaiics BHI3BaTh HEBECT HA OTKPOBEHHBIM Pa3TroBOP.
[Tounab6miomaii. 4 garo Tebe MOTHYI0 CBOOOAY HEeHCTBUH... - TOCJIEAHNE CII0Ba OH OYKBaJIbHO BRIJOXHYII MHE B
ry0sl, - Mapro...

A-a-a, s He xouy! He 6yny! He 6yny ¢ HuM nenosaTbess! YEpT mobepu, Ballle BEJIMUECTBO, 1 U 6€3 TOro
MIPAKTUYECKU B COOCTBEHHOCTH!..

- He Hafo... - TOIBKO ¥ ycIiena BEAOXHYTh. U BCE. IIpuOTKpEHIIa ryOsl €My HaBCTPedy, YTOOR IOMacTh B
0e30T0BOPOYHEIM IJIeH. Ero PyKH CKOJIB3HYJIHM 110 MOEH COUHE, YBJIeKas B 00bATHsI. [Tonanack. OgHOM
JIalOMWKOM g yIéprnach B rpynb [laHy, a Bropas... 6e3 Moero BeoMa Iorjanuia Io ero meke. I'imagkoi,
HAYUCTO BBIOPUTOU. [IpUATHOM.

MyXX4YnHa HU3KO0 3aphlyaj, MPUKUMAsCh KO MHE CubHee. [IpOBEN SI3BIKOM 10 MOUM T'y6aMm, Togpa3HuBas,
¥ CHOBA BIHJICS B ryOrl. CTPACTHO, HAIOPUCTO, YTO MHE IIPHUIIIOCH HPOTHYTHCS U 3allPOKUHYTH T'OJIOBY.
[Touenyu MenneHHON, HETOPOILJIMBOY AOPOXKKOU CIIOJI3JIM HUXKeE, 3a YIIKO, IIOTOM Ha Ie0, KJITI0YULEL. JTO
Hamo OBIJI0 OCTAHOBUTH, HO S MOTIJIA JIUIIbL TUXO IOCTAHEIBATh.

- IIaH, BCE, - ITOIIPOCHJIa Kamo0HO, - XBaTUT, [laH... AX-x!

OTBeTOM MHe OBIIO HOBOJIBHOE XMEIKaHbe. CTpaHHOE [eJI0 - TOJILKO YTO OCTaHaBIMBala ero, a Telephb
caMoM KaJKo!

Ero BenmmuecTBO 0YEHDb HATJI0, COOCTBEHHUYECKH MPOBEJT KOHYMKOM sI3bIKa 110 MOeH Iee, JoOuBasiCh TUXOTO
CTOHA, ¥ OTCTPAaHUJICS:

- Heyzxenu BEl BO30yguiuch, Mapro?.. - eXufcTBa ero rojiocy 6bU10 He 3aHUMAaTh. M BCE Ke XpUIIoBaTHE
HOTKM BHIJaBajIl UMIIepaTopa C T0JI0BOM - He MeHS OOHY 3allelluyIo: - MHe KaXKeTCs, celdac 1 OOoJIKeH
3aKpuYaTh: "u3BpalnleHka!", mate Tebe moméeunHy u coexkaTth? UTO moaraeTcs menaTh B CaydasX, Korga
Tebs1 6eciiepeMOHHO COOIa3HUIN?..

CHOKOﬁHO, MaprapHTa, BOOX-BBIOOX. qa Halllapujia 3a CIIMHOU AEKOPATUBHYIO IIOAYIIKY U JIaCKOBO TaK
mooOerana:

- Celfuac nokKaxy! - ¥ 3a BCel CHUJIBI 3allyCTHUJIa IIOOYIIKOM 10 Harjaou Mopge! - A Hy IpoYb U3 MOUX
IIOKOEB, U3BpallleHel IPOKIATHIM!!!

HiMnepaTop GBI C XOXOTOM BHITHAH U3 IOCTHHOM. HeT, OH elllé opsIBacs MeHs IoiMaTh, HO CO 3JI0CTU
IoJiy4al ToJbKo nopyiuko! ITpugypok! M Kak B HETO MOXKHO BIIOOUTHCS?!

Coys IIpsiou C JIHIla, 1 6pocuiia MOAYIIKY Ha QUBAHYMK M OTIIPABUIIACh CllaTh. Ho mmepen aTUM BCce 3aMKH
MIpoBepuJIa - YTOOH He OOUH UMIIepaTop He 3arjIsHyIT!

... 3aTO CHBI He OCTaIUCh 6e3ydacTHHIMU. MHe onsaTh MPUBUAesics cekc. 2Kapkuit CeKC ¢ HE3HAKOMIIEM,
KOTOPBHIM JTacKajl MO€ TEJIO0 A0 yTpa. A s yKe He 3afyMbIBajachk 0 4€M-Tu60. ¢ 3aKphIiBaia rjias3a u
MIpeACcTaByIsiyia PSIOOM OTHOTO KOHKPETHOT0 MyKYUHY. MyXKYWHY, KOTOPHIH HUKOTA He OyAeT MOUM.

YTpoM s mpocHynach 60APON U OTOOXHYBIIEH. BOT 4TO XOpoliue CHH C TI0abMu AenaioT! OTCMEesIBIINUCH,
Opocwuiia B3TJISIA Ha YaCHl U OTIIPABUIIach B BaHHY. CEeromHs CIIOXKHBIA AeHb, HAaZl0 TOTOBUTHCS K IIBETHUKY
IaHa.



U B nepByI0 o4Yepens - MOPaIbHO.

[InaThe BrIOpaia caMoe YOIIOPHOE U 3aphiToe, Mabkbl He CIIMBATHCS C HeBecTamMu. Ho 3amsieTast BOJIOCH, S
HUKaK He MOTJia BEIOPOCUTH U3 T'OJIOBH ITouenyi [lana. 3auem? JTakas MajleHbKas MECTh 3a KyIaJabHIO?
Wnu ero BeIUYECTBO pelrui "gorysisaTe" CBOOOOHBIE OHU 3a MOM CYET?..

XpeH eMmy.
Tsaxkeno B3OOXHYB, S HallpaBUJach Ha BCTPeYy K HEBECTaM.

Kak BocTouHbIl 3aMOK, [Ilax-AlIeH OeInjIcs Ha ABe IIOJIOBUHE - 2KEHCKYI0 U My2KCKYy10. [IpaBma, ceirdac
9TO OTPaXKaJioCh TOILKO B HHTEPLEPAX OBOPIla. B 0THenKe BOCTOYHOTO KPhIJIa IIpeodiafanu JETKUe,
HeXHbIe I[BeTa, 00mire yKpameHui u qekopa. M Hao60poT, B 3amagHOM KPBUJIE Yallle BCTPEeYaInucCh
CTpOTHe, OOHOTOHHBIE MOTUBEI M TEMHEIE I1BeTa. He TO, 4TOOR MHE HPaBUIOCH, HO caMo 110 cebe
UHTEPECHOE PEIeHNeE.

Ho ¢ Po30Boii TOCTHHOM AM3aiHEPH SIBHO nepeMyapuiu. [Toxkany#, 3To 66110 camoe 3epupHOEe MECTO B
MOe€U KU3HU.

ITacTenbHEIE IIBETA, PO30BBIE MUBAHYHUKY U ITy(HUKH, CTOIUKHU B CIIaJKO-KapaMelbHOu 000m0uKe. KOXKHBIN
BETEP UT'PUBO IIOKAYUWBAJI CTPAHHBIE TUPJISHOL U3 CUPEHEBHIX IIIaPUKOB M TOHKHE PO30BaThIE IIITOPKH.
KapTuHEI I0HBIX [IEB B JIETSIINX IJIaThIX OBIIM pa3BelllaHbl MOBCIOAY. M Ha ¢GOHE 3TOTO CIIagKoTro
6e300pa3ust - ceMb OeBHUIl B 0aJIbHBIX MJIATHSIX, KOTOPHIE ITHUITH Yali C TUPOKHBIMU WU K€ CJIOHSIITUCDH OT
KapTHUHBI K KapTHHE.

Kaxk roBopus oguH MO sI3BIKACTHIM OpyT: "4 Bumen MopHOMUIbM, KOTOPLIM HauMHAJICS TakK Xxke..."

- Iobpoe yTpo, GaphiliHu! - CBaxa, JKEHIIIMHA NPEAIeHCUOHHOT0 Bo3pacTa, Obljla paja CBalIUTh Ha MEHS
4acTh 005I13aHHOCTEHN. JTU BEJIMKOCBETCKHE KPACOTKMU He IMPUIIIINCH el o Aylne. Huuero yquBUTEIbHOTO,
KOHeuHO. dnuTa MMmepuu - 370 He 0€3POIIOTHRIE, MOTYaIUBEIE KPECThIHCKUE MEBOYKU. XOTS ONBITHAS
CcBaxa IOJIKHA B I0OBIX ciiy4dasx "mepzkaThb yaap'. - [Io3HaKoMbTeCh, MOsI ITOMOIITHMIIa MaprapuTa U3 poja
Hpenckux. OHa OymeT BecTu CMOTPUHEL. [10 BCceM BOIIpocaM BHI Tak Ke MOXKeTe 00pallaThCs K HEH.

BckuHYB rooBy, 0o6poxkenaTenbHO YIbIOHyTack. Bcé-Taku crmacu6o ITKoJe ABafllaTh IIePBOT0 BeKa - 5
yMeJla OepKaThCsl BPOBEHb CO BCAKMMHU (udaMu 3TOro Mupa. I[1o KpaliHel Mepe, He yCTyIalia UM II0
00pa30BaHHOCTH.

- Emé omHa cBaxa? - HaIMEeHHO MoaHsi/Ta 6poBb OfIHA M3 KPACOTOK, B ajtoM 6apXaTHOM IIjlaTke: - [locToMTe-
Ka, a He BacC JIU BUMEJIU BYepa, B IOJIyrojoM Bume? Kaxkercs, Ha 9Taxke MyKUKUX KynaneH? Kakoi B3op -
"GaHIINIIA" ¥ CBaXa OMHOBPEMEHHO!

ITpoTuB Bonu morisifesna Ha "KaHapeuky". BoT crepnans!

- Ila y, 6eccoBecTHasI meBUIla! - XMBIKHYJIa HEBECTA PSIOOM C MaM3€eJib B ajioM: - XOIOAT CJIYXH, YTO OHA
moboBHUIA [JaHuMHUpPa. M He CTRIIHO BaM Ha CMOTPUHELI OBIJIO UOTH, MHUJIOYKA?..

"Ecnu G5l 1I0600BHUIIA... - TPYCTHO 3aMETHJI MOM BHyTpeHHuUM romoc”. Hy Bcé!

- A BBI O CUX ITIOP MaAKH Ha CIJIETHU, AHU, - POBHBIN roioc Kocchl ciierka otgaBaa HacMellkoi. KHAruusa
MT'HOBEHHO IIepeTsHYyJla BCE BHUMaHMe Ha ce0s. 9 make He 3aMeTuJsIa, KaK OHA BoIUla: - [IOMHUTCS, BB
TOKe IIJIeT HeOBIIUIIEI O MOEH CecTpe, KOTOPhIe OBIJIO TaK CMEIITHO CIYIIaTh.

AHU pa3gpaxkEHHO MoBesla IyleYaMu, He OTBETHUB, a 51 ¢ 6J1arogapHoCThI0 TocMoTpesia Ha Koccy. Cetiuac
OBl COpBajlach ¥ HATOBOPHUJIA TafoCTeH.

- A BBHI KTO TaKasi, MOXKHO yY3HaTh? - IToAJieTesla "KaHapelka". Bce HeBeCTE Me[JIeHHO IIOATATUBAIUCE K
ueHTpy cobriTuil. K cBOEMy CTHIAy, S JaXke He [OAyManach y3HATh UX UMEHaA.

Ho XaMoOBaTyIo 6JIOHJII/IHKy AHU OTHBIHE 3aIllOMHUJIA.

- Kusxxkaa Kocca TeMHOBCKasI, - yIbIOHy 1ach ObIBIIast (paBOPUTKA UMIIEPATOPA, - BEPOSITHO, BB CJIBIIIIAJIN
060 MHe. MBI ¢ Mapraputoi 6ymeM HabmomaTh 3a CMOTPUHaAMu. UMmepaTop - 3aHSTOM YEJI0BEK, T0O3TOMY
IIpX BHIOOPE HEBECTH OH Oy[eT IojlaraThbCs Ha Hallle MHeHHe. Y X04y 3aMeTHTh - CIIJIETHUIIH HE B €T0
BKYyCe.

AHU c "KaHapelKoi" 3aMeTHO ITOKpacHeIN, a BOT MaM3eJlb B aJIoM TOJILKO COILIypHiIa I'jiada. Kaxercs,
TJIaBHAs 3aBOJAMJIa HaWOeHa.

- IImst Havyasa MBI IPOBeOEM cobecemoBaHue! - BKIIMHUIACH CBaxXa, CYHYB MHE B PYKHU JINCTOYEK C
BompocaMiu. - Baie CusATENbCTBO, BBl IPUCOETUHUTECH?

- He cetiuac, - mokauarna rojyjosoii Kocca u nmosepHynack Ko MHe, - Mapro, s xoTesa Ovl ¢ TOOOM



moroBopuTh. Kak 0CBOGOOUIIILCS, 3aiaU MTOKAIYHCTa B COCEOHIOI TOCTUHYIO. I 6yny Tebs KOaTh.

A B rma3ax HaMEK TaKOH... HeXOpoInui. KHATUHA... O, Tony4aeTcs, KHsKHa?.. C 3TUMM S3bIYHUKaMU
uépT HOTy ciiomut! B o61iem, mou nckpsel Kocca SIBHO 3almoMHUIIA.

ITocne cMOTPUH Hano OymeT NUHSTH!

- I'paduna Haranu, rpadunsa AnekcaHpapa u repioruss dnu3abeT, Baine cobeceqoBaHue OyaeT TPOBOAUTH
Maprapwurta, - IpoIefusa CBaxa, IOKOCHUBIINCH Ha MEHS - MOJI, IIEHHU, CaMBIX CJIOKHEIX 3a0uparo. 3a MHOH
OeHMCTBUTENbHO He MOIIEN HUKTO U3 CKaHOaIMCTOK. Po30Bast rocTHHAsS Obllla OTPOMHEIX Pa3MepoB,
moaToMy s 6e3 mpobiieM BHIOpaiia OUBAHYHUK B YIIy. IIepBoi KO MHe, 6e3 BCSIKHX BOIIPOCOB U IIEPEMOHUH,
cejla TOHKOJIMIAS XOJIE€Has KPAcoTKa, ToxoxkKas Ha a1bduiiKy. Takas ke IpeKpacHasi U HaAMeHHO-
CKydaromasi.

- I'paduua Hatanu u3 pona BatTep, - mpencraBuiach OHa, - CIyIIaio Bac.

{1 pacTepssHHO TIOTIsgAeNa Ha JIUCTOK. M-Ila, KaKOU UAUOT COCTaBIISI/I 3TU Bompock?! CipallnBaTh
rpaduHIO 0 HaBbIKaxX B KyJIMHAPUHU - BEPX UHTEIEKTYalbHOT O YPOBHS!

YUépHBIM BOPOH, IIOSBUBIINICS OyKBaJIbHO U3 BO3[yXa, 3aCTaBUJI KPACOTKY MCIIyTaHHO B3IPOTHYThL. PeliB
CJIOZKHWJI KPBUIbS ¥ YMHHO 3aHJI MEeCTO Ha JUBaHe, PAOoOM co MHoM. HeoxupmaHHO g ynpIOHyIachk. Mos
ManeHbKas KphljlaTas IognepXkKKa.

- 9To 4TO ellé 3a rafocTh?! - moackouuna Hatanu: - HemennenHuo ybepure ero!

Mt ¢ PeliBOM yOMBIEHHO IIEPETTISTHYIIUCD.

- 9TO BOPOH €ro BeJINUecTBa, IpaduHs, - OCTOPOKHO 3aMeTHIIa 5, - OH He OOJILHOM, He 0€CIIOKOUTECH...
- Korma craHy uMnepaTpHlie, IPUKaxy ero OTPaBUTh, - mepebuia HaTanmu,- HEHaBUXKY BOPOH!

H3ymnennyto Mopay PeliBa Hamo ObLno BuneTh! 4 He yoepzkKajach U TUXO 3axuxukana. OgHako,
CaMOYBEPEHHOCTH 3TOM MaM3eJlb He 3aHUMAarTh.

- Ho moka BEI He UMIlepaTpuUlla, - C HaXXKNMOM Ha "He" IIpou3Hecsa f, - faBalTe IIepelaeM K
cobecemoBaHuio. Kakoi momKHa ObITH X03s1fiKa MMmepuu 1o BalieMy MHEHHUIO? - BbIOpasia caMbIi
HeUTpaJbHEIU BOIIPOC.

BOpOH ObLI 3a0BIT - HaTanu J:[OGpLIX INATHAALAQTh MUHYT PACIIMHAJIaChb O JIYYIIIHMX CBOUX Ka4eCTBaxX
(pasymMmeertcs, nogxopamux umneparpuile!). ITog koHell faxe PeilB ycTasmo KOCHUJI Ha MeHS TJ1a30M.
B3poxnyB, s1 oTirycTuna rpaduHIO U IpUTiacuia AineKcaHapy.

- DaBaiiTe He OymeM 3amepKUBaATh OPYT OPYTa, - JJaCKOBO YJIEIOHYIAch meByIKa. B ornuuue ot Hartanu,
OHa II0Ka3ajlaCh MHEe IIPHUSATHON... POBHO [0 CJIEAYIOIIUX CJIOB: - ¢l 3Hal0, YTO CTaHy UMIlepaTpulei. OTu
CMOTPUHEI - BCETo NMUIIb GUKIMI. BCé maBHO peleHo.

- Br1 yBepeHEI, AjleKcaHapa? - OCTOPOKHO YTOYHUIIA. [JaHMMUD HUYEro He TOBOPUJI, HO B TIIyOMHE Oy S
romo3peBalna HedTo nofoOHoe. CIUIITKOM YK PaBHOOYUIHEIM Kazancs [laH. Kak 6yaTo BCE U3BECTHO
3apaHee.

B rmazax IIOOO3PUTEJIBHO 3allluIIajio, HO PeiiB yiieTterll 11ocirie HaTanu u ocTaBuI MeHSI B OMUHOYECTBE.

- MoxeTe Ha3bIBATh MEHs AJIeKC, - OIIarOCKIOHHO KUBHYJIA AEBYIIKa, - [JlaHUMUD IIpHe3Kall B Hallle
rpadCTBO COBCEM HEIABHO U 000 BCEM IDOTOBOPUJIICS C OTLOM. IIpoITy mpomieHusi, HO s MOHAY, - OHA
[TOOHSIJIACh, - OYEHB yCTasla C JOPOTH M X0UY CIIaTh.

4 BcTana cnemoMm 3a Heti. CripamuBaTh HanpsaMyo y [aHa OBIJIO HEJIOBKO, HO OCcTaBanack emée Kocca.
MozKeT, el YTO-HuOyOb U3BECTHO?

['maBHOE, CIIPOCUTDH U UCUE3HYTh. M0OJI, MeHs elné Inu3abeT KaeT!

S mpengynpenuiia MHOCTPAHKY O TOM, YTO CKOPO BEPHYCH, ¥ HAIpaBUJIACh B COCEOHIOIO FOCTUHYIO. BepHee,
B UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIN YMTAIbHEBIN 3a/I C KDAaCUBHIM BUOOM Ha Mope. Buepa MbI ¢ [laHOM ITPOXOOUIIM MUMO
HEro.

IIBeps OblIIa MPUOTKPEITA. S XO0Tesa MOCTy4aThCsl, HO B IIOCJIEIHUM MUT pyKa 3aMepiia.

Kocca 6blnta B TOCTMHOM He ofHa. PsamoM ¢ Hel BhICUIaCh MpadyHas TEHb B Hapsife a-Jid HUHO3S U TEMHOMR
Macke. BenpMup.

n Pa3roBOop Mexnay HUMHA OBITT KAKOM-TO JIBYCMBICHGHHBIﬁ.



I'maBa 9
- ... 41 y3Han mpo HamafieHue Ha JlaHa ¥ Ipuexall, - pasobpasa s MexaHudecKuil rojoc Benbmupa.

C aTUMHU CJI0BaMM OH YBEPEHHO 3aKJIIOYUJI KHSAKHY B 00bATHUS. BepHee, monwiTancs. CaenaB ahdheKTHOE
"ma", Kocca J10BKO BEIIIyTalach U3 €ro pyk.

- JaHUMUD B CBOEM KabOMHETE, - BEKJIMBO YJIHIOHYJIACh OHA, - 9TO B COCETHEM KDPHIJIe, 9Ta’KOM BHIIIE. B
HEeMHOTro omubmuchk, Benbmup.

- Kocca... - moTsiHyn riaBa TalHOM KaHIenapuu. [laxe ¢ y4€TOM I'0jIoca, 3TO IIPO3BYYalio CIUIITKOM
MHTUMHO. { yXKe cobupasachk 3aiiT, Kak BelbMup 6ecriepeMOHHO CTPE0 KHSIXKHY B OXalIKy.

- Tet obupenack? Kocca, xBaTtut. 4 cky4an 1o tebe...

- MHe nokasaJoch, Bbl CIIELIWIN K €r0 BeJIU4YEeCTBY?.. - YAUBJIEHHO IIOAHsAIa OPOBb KHS2KHA. BoT
YyBCTBYeTCS roily6as KpoBb - HU OOUH MYCKYJI Ha €€ Jiulle He OPOrHyl. [JocToliHas BeimepxkKa. A BenbMup
y Hac, oka3blBaeTcs, manyH. K gaMaM nmopkaTeiBaeT, la He CaMOro HU3KOI'0 IIPOUCXOXKIEeHUS.

U xak nmogkaTbiBaeT!

YépHas mepuyaTka Ha 0eJloM mjaThbe CMOTpPenach O4YeHb 9poTudHOo. OCcoOeHHO KOTraa 3Ta jama "He3aMeTHO"
rorjiamuiia a3ergHuIly 1mo 6egpy. Kocca GripkHysia, BHOBb CKUALIBAsI €r0 PYyKy, HO T'JlaBa TaWHOM
KaHIeJIIpUU He caaBasicd. Takoe 4yBCTBO, UYTO OH XOTeJI B3ATh €€ CUJIOHN, IPSIMO B IT'OCTUHOI!

Mou HepBEH He BhIIEpKaliy, U 1 TOJIKHYJIa IBEPh.
- Kocca! Tr1 3gecs? MHe HyzKHa TBOS IIOMOIIb!

OOBATHUS UCUE3ITH MTHOBEHHO - BeTbMUp OTIYCTHUII OEeBYIIKY ¥ Pa3BEPHYJIICSA K OKHY. [ToTpsicaromas
ckopocTs. [laxke Kocca He cpa3y IOHSJIA, YTO CIYyYHIOCh, PACTEPSIHHO XJIONas Trila3aMu.

- Mapro? - MoKa4YHyBIIIMCh, OHa 3aMOTajla I'0JIOBOH, - U3BUHH, SI, BePHO, 3aAiyMaJjiack. YTO-TO IIPOU30IIIIO?

- Maprapwura, - BetbMup TOXe IOBEPHYJICS, - IPUBETCTBYI0. Hameroch, BB OoJbirie He cOeraeTe 1o
OasKoHaM?

"IlaH cpar, - Mpa4yHo IlogyMarna 1 U cunoxBaTuiack". HeT, kakoB rag! ToJIbKO YTO KHAXKHY JOMOTascs, U
y2Ke OTYHUTHIBAET MEHsI, KaK HU B YEM He ObIBasio!

- OoGpriil meHb, BenbMup, - X0JI0MHO IIPOU3HECTIA 5, - TPOIITY MPOIIeHUs 3a TOT ClIy4al, HO MPUBATHEIE
pPas3TOBOPHI C BAaMU BHI3LIBAIOT Y MeHSI MurpeHs. Kocca, MBI MOT/IM IPOUTH B APYTYIO TOCTUHYIO? 51 X0Tena
IIOTOBOPUTb.

- [Ia, KOHEeYHO! - KHSKHa copBajlaCh C MeCTa U BIlelIUIaCh B MOU JIOKOTh: - [lo cBumanus, Benpmup!

- Ilo BCcTpeuwu, - IpoIegUIu CKBO3b 3yOLl HAM BCJIE.

- Kocca, - He ymepkaach 51, KOTga MbI OTOIIIM Ha MPUINYHOE PACCTOSHUE, - @ YTO 3a ClleHa Obljla celvac
B TOCTHUHOM"?

- He 6epu B ronoBy, - OHa JIeTKOMBICJIEHHO MaxHYyJ/la pykoi. Ho moyemy?!
- Tel yBepeHa? MoxkeT, nydllie cka3aTh [JaHy?
KusaxxHa BOPYT OBEPHYJIACH KO MHE:

- Tel TaK eCcTECTBEHHO 30BEIIb ero [JlaHOM, a Bedb IIPaB0O Ha 3TO UMEIOT eIUHUIILL. M BCE Ke, 4YTO MeXOy
BaMu ObIIO, Mapro? Begb 3aMeTHO, YTO OBIIO.

- HeBaxHo, - HacTasna Mos odepenrs npsaTaTh B3TJIANO. - He IIepeBoauTe CTPEJIKH, Ballle CUATEJIBCTBO.
Heckomnbko CEeKyH[] OHa BHUMAaTEJIbHO u3y4dajia MO€ JINIIO.

- He Bonnyiics, y meHs 6e3 [laHUMEpa €CTh K KOMY 00paTUTLCS 3a moMolsio. Huyero crpamrsoro, Mapro.
Xoporo, 4To OH prexaj. O 4éM Thl XOTeJIa CIIPOCUTE?

Hy pa3 ona yBepeHna... CTo1m, a 94To MHE HY>KHO OBIJIO?..



Ax pga, CMOTpUHBI!

- Kocc, a ecTh Tako¥ BapHaHT, YTO HEBECTY UMIIEPATOPY yKe BEIOpanu? M 9TH CMOTPUHEI - BCETO JTUIIh
dukiUg?

Kaxertcs, mHe yOoanoCh 03aJa4YUThb eé IIO-HACTOoALIEMY.

- YTBepxkpmaTh He Oynmy, HO IMYHO I COMHEBAIOCh. MiMmepaTop Mor 6aHaIbHEIM 00pa30M Ha3BaTh UMS
HEBECTHI M IPUTJIACUTH €€ BO OBopel, HanpuMmep. Korma peub upéT 0 OOIbIION BRITOME MU TI00BH,
CMOTpPHHAMM, KaK IPaBUJI0, He 3aHUMAIOTCs. Ho y MeHs ToXKe BO3HMKAJIO YyBCTBO, YTO [laH COBEPIIEHHO
PaBHOMOYIIIEH K 3TOMY MepomnpusaTuio. Kak OyaTo meiCTBUTEIbHO yKe pelu. £ mompodyo pa3y3HaTh,
Mapro. A oTKyna Takue I0J03PeHUs?

- OgHa u3 HeBecT coobmuina. Bpoge 651 AslekcaHApa... A 4TO CMEIIHOT0?!

Kocca tuxo 3acmesnach, IPUKPHIB PYKOH I'yOHI.

- Hamna Koro cnymiats! Kaxkpgast u3 aTux OaphIIeHb yKe KOPOHY mpuMepua!

Bo3MmoxHO, Anekc u conrasna. Ho ogHa 3 geBylIeK MOJIy4duT 3Ty KOopoHy. U [lana B mpugayy.

[Toka KHsSI2KHA He BCIIOMHUJIA IIPO UCKPHL, g1 cbexkarna K Inulabet. MHOCTpaHKa HEPBHO CXKUMaJsla YETKH B
JIamOHSX M Kycajsa I'yOsl. B oTiM4re OT OCTalIbHEIX HEBECT, OHA Ka3ajlach CaMoO... YEeJIOBEUHOH, YTO JIH.

- 4 mymara, BeI 3a0bUIH PO MeHst! - 06pafoBasiack OeBYIIKa, KOTraa s cefia HampoTuB. OIeHUB €€ PyMSTHBIN
BU/ U TIBIIIIHEIE (POPMEI, COBCEM TIpUyHbLIa. Y [laHa meldCTBUTENbHO KPACOTKH Ha 11060 BKYC.

3aTo ¢ Onu3abeT MBI 0YeHb IPUATHO I0o0manuce. Haxe cka3aTh, OHa 00JbIlle MeHs pacclpaliuBana -
MOJI, UYTO MOJHO IIPX OBOPE U KaK IIOHPABUTCS UMIIEPATOPY. YYUTHIBasI IPOUCXOKAEHNE IEBYIIKHU, S
mouina e HaBcTpeuy. Kak HUKaAK, el ceffyac CI0XKHEE OCTaJIbHBIX.

A TIOTOM HapMCOBAJICS MPAYHbIA BeIbMUD U UCHOPTHUII BCE HAaCTPOEHHUE.

- [IporiméMTe 3a MHOM, Mapraputa. Hy>kHo 06CyauTh BUepalllHee IIPOUCIIECTBHE.

KabuneT BenbMupa HaXOOUJICS B 3allaflHOM KPbIJIe, BHYTPU €T0 allapTaMeHTOB. 5 MBICTIEHHO
TIPHUCBUCTHYJIA - TIJITAHUPOBKA IBOPIla YYUTHIBala Aake TaKue feTanau. BpoyeM, 3TOT KaOWHET MOT A
cOenaTh clielimanbHO AJid BenbMmupa. HoBBIM MOHapX, B OTJIMYHE OT CTAPOro, OTHOCHUJICS K KPAaCHOTIa30My
C SIBHOM CUMIIATHUEH.

- [lomoxkpuTe B TOCTUHOM, - BeJlell My2K4WHa, OTIHUpas ABepb. XM, a To4yeMy He cpa3y B KaburHet? YtOo y
Hero TaM, TPYCHI Ha JIIOCTpe?..

Tux0 XMBIKHYJIA, TIPEICTaBIAs 9Ty KapTUHY. BenrbMup 1ucyYes, BUAUMO, 3a ABEPbI0 KaOMHETa, a s1 0cTajiach
B roctuHOM. He risigst, pyxayna B OymxKaniiiee Kpecjio ¥ HeTOYMEHHO 3aBO3UJIaCh.

V1ic, KaxkeTcs, MOSI IIsITasi TOYKa BHOBB HAIllJIa IPUKIOYeHuss. Hy, Wiu HeYTO MSITKOe Iof COOO.

TTpUTIOOHSIBIIINCH, ST BHITAIIMIIA Ha CBET OO0XKUIM TEMHYIO 6apXaTHYIO TPSANKY. ITIapmoH, He TPAMNKY, a MackKy.
[To omymeHusM 51 OB CpPaBHUIIA €€ C TOHKUM CHJIMKOHOM. [1aOBl CKPBITh YIMKH, PaclpaBuila MacKy Ha
cTole u... 51 yXKe BUfea 9TOT y30pP, KpacHBEIe BCTaBKHU y rias... Cepalle HabaToM 3aCcTydasio B BUCKaX.
YépT mobepu, OBITH TAKOTO HE MOXKET!

- Maprapura? - ['maBa TallHOU KaHIeJIIPUU IIOSBUIICSI O4eHb BoBpeMsi! - [IpoxoauTe... 4TO ¢ BaMu? Bh
nob6nenHenu?

¢l HegoyMEéHHO NOJHSAIA Ha HeTo Iy1a3a. He Beplo... 9TOT LHEeNKUY JIeOgHON B3TJIAN S y3Hasa Obl U3 THICAYH!
Heyxemnu oH GBI CO MHOM B Ty HOYB?!

- BenpMup, - CTIIOTHYB, S yKa3aja Ha MackKy, - 9To Bale?
MyxuuHa 6eryo noriasagesl Ha CTOJI, IOTOM CHOBa Ha MEeHS:
- IIa, mos Macka, 3anacHas. A 4to? OHa Hamyrasna Bac?

B ero rosoce He OBIJIO HY OOHOM 3MOLKH. [Tourpasncsa 1 gaxe He JXKejlaeT IPpU3HaBaTh?.. Tak IPOTUBHO MHE
He OBLJIO HUKOT'Oa B XXKU3HHU.

A mmuon?.. ITony4aeTcs, 3ps 9 IaHUKOBala. Teneps IOHATHO, ToYeMy BenbMuUp He IPUXOOUII KO MHE C
OOIIPOCOM - OH IpeKpacHO 3HaJl, KTO TaKou "IINuoH"!



KopceT HeIpusiTHO CHaBUJI TPYyOH. ¢ 4acTo 3afbllllajza, MeuTasi IoCKopee y6paThCs OTCIofa.
- MHe HeXOpOlIIo... - Iepef I'la3aMy 3aIlIscaliyu 3BE3M0YKH, - HyKHO K JIeKapio.

Y HeoXUTaHHO [t cebst IPoBaIUIach B TEMHOTY.

- Mapro! Mapro, ouHucs! - mepBoi, Koro s yBugesna, 6visia Kocca. 3a Helt CTOsIJT BEICOKUM OJIOHOUH B
OUYKaX, B HaKUJKe I3bIYHUKA JIeKaps. 4 3amMopraa, IpUBLIKas K CBETYy, U Me[JIEHHO IIOJH/Iack. B royiose
Llapusia yOouBUTeIbHAsA IIyCTOTa.

- Yo ciyumiocs? - XpUIUIO COpocuia s, nepesons B3risan ¢ Koccer Ha mekapsi. [IpuMedaTenbHbIN
Myxk4ruHa. HaBepHOe, HeaBHO IIpuexarll.

- T ymiajia B 00OMOpPOK, ¥ BenbMup npuHéc Tebss K Mucty. Tl O4eHb ero Hallyrasa, - XMEKHYJIa OHa, a
JieKaphb TOJIBKO 3aKaTHJI I'Jla3a.

- [ToHATHO, - MPOMSIMIJTHJIA 1, M Yepe3 CUJIy VIIBIOHYJIach My>K4YuHe: - MBI Belb HE3HAKOMEI?.. Maprapura.
Cnacu6o BaM 3a IIOMOIIIb.

- MucTHCaB, - OH KOPOTKO, II0-BOEHHHOMY, KUBHYII: - BBl IOMHKUTE, YTO Bac Hamyrajgo, Maprapura?
- Oa... - T BOOYMIO IIPeOCTaBujIa TY HeCUaCTHYIO MAaCKy ¥ MBICJIEHHO B3BHITIA.
- U? Yto 3TO GBLUIO?

4 TonmpKO mOKadasa rojI0BoM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, IIepecIaTh C IJ1aBOM TaWHOU KaHUEJIAPUU - 3TO HEIIPUATHO,
HO He cMepTeNbHO. XOTs 51 YIIOPHO He MOTJIa IIpeCcTaBUTh BenbMupa Ha MeCTe MOero ClIy4aiHoro
JTI000BHUKA.

- MucTHCIIaB, BLIMON HEHAOJITO, - TOJTI000BABIIIKMCEH Ha MO0 KUCIYI0 GU3nOHOMUIO, Benena Kocca, - Mb
IIOTOBOPYM HAequHe.

- Xopormo. 51 6yoy xKOaTh 3a ABEPLIO.
OH CyHyJT MHE B PYKH OTBap, MaxXHYIIWH TpaBaMu, ¥ TOKUHYJI KOMHATY.

41 rnoTHYJIa HACTOM U HEOXKUIAHHO CTaJla PacCKa3biBaTh. Bcé. OT CBOeM TTyIoi BEIXOOKY Ha 0amy oo
MacKHU B KOMHaTe BenbpMupa. 9Ta ropeus chbefajia MeHS U3HYTPH - AepxkKaTh €€ B cebe OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

- OH npu3HaJ, 4TO 3TO €ro Macka? - BOpyr xpunsno cupocuna Kocca. ITogaaB ronoBy, g Halllna KHIXKHY
HeoOBIYaiHo GrnemHo. YEPT, oHa ke apucToKpaTKa! OHU TYT BCe - KaK XPYIKHUE PO3bI, @ MEHSI IIOHECIIO C
OTKPOBEeHUSAMU!

- ITpuzuan. Kocc, Tebe minoxo? MoxeTt, MucTucsiaBa 1mo3BaTh?!
- He HyXHO, - HOYTHU OPOIINUIIEJIa OHA, PE3KO MOTHUMASICh, - 1 CaMa ero Mmo30By!

U cnoBHO guKas KOIIKa 6pOCI/IHaCB 3a OIBEPb. I/I3y'MJ'IéHHO 3axJIomaB riia3aMu, S mobexkasa 3a Hew.

- Kocca, nmomoxpmu, Tel Kyzma?!

KHusi>kHa OyIOTO He yCIbIana MeHs. BeiieTeB u3 KabuHeTa, OHa 3aMepiia HAallPpOTHUB JIeKaps, CKyJalolero
B X0JIsie. dpKas UCKpa - ¥ B MyKUYKMHY II0JIeTejla OCTpasi COCyJIbKa!

K cuyacThio, MHCTHCIIaB OKa3aJICs IIPOBOPHEIM. JlesiHas UIjla B30pBasiach Haf €ro I'0JI0BOH, OCHIIIaB
BOJIHOH OJIECTSIIIEro HOXKOUKa.

41 MaIMHANBHO cOeJjiajia miar Halam. M-M-M, JIeKaps Kajko, KOHeYHO, HO XKHUTh XO4eTCH.
- Kocc?.. - MUCTHCIIAaB BRIIPSIMUIICS, CTPSIXHUBAS C BOJIOC JIeASHYI0 KPOIIKY: - YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 CIYYHIIOCH?
Kocc? XM, a oHu He OblIM Ha "BHI"?..

- Tel MHe u3MeHsIelllb! - TO-IIPOCTEIIKY YIIePeB PYKHU B O60Ka, 3asiBuiia Kocca. [Ipudurenu Mmer oba.
MucTucnaB MOKOCHUIICS Ha MEHS C SIBHBIM ITOJIO3PEeHUEeM BO B3TJIsIfie, HO s JIMIIb pa3Beia pyKaMu. MoxKerT,
Kocca HenpaBUILHO MTOHATIA MEHS?..

- Kocc, g nmerna B Buny He MucTtuciasa... - OCTOPOKHO Hadarsa 5, IITICh K JIeCTHHUIle. TakK, Ha BCAKUU
ciny4dad. BoT TOIBKO IIperpansl 3a MOel CIUHOM B MjlaHe He OBLIO...



- ITo KaKOMY TIOBOZly Pa3BJIEKAEMCS? - XMBIKHYJI UMIIEPATOD, IPUOOHSIBIIINYN MEHs 3a Tajauio. M-fa, ykXe He
cbexXarTh.

- MucTrciaB MHe U3MeHsEeT! - OOJIMUYUTENTFHO 3asBUJIa KHAKHA, CKDECTUB PYKM Ha rpyau. [laH He
youBuics. AGCOJIOTHO.

- Iloporasi, IBagLIaTHIA pPa3 3a MeCSI - 3TO yKe mepebop. OcobeHHO ¢ ero paboToi, - CEPhE3HO ITapUPOBAIT
WMIIEPATOp, HO B TOJIOCE CIILIIIANAcCh 3aTaéHHAs yCMeIlKa. - MUCT, Thl He yMaelllb, YTO C PEBHOCTHIO
TBOEHM HEBECTHI HYXKHO YTO-TO HEeNlaTh?

Hegectrr?! Oro, a y Kocch ry6a He pypa! Muctucnas 05171 00pa3IioM TOUW CIIOKOWHOM, TEMJION KPACOTHI, K
KOTOPOH laM HEeOCO3HAaHHO TSHYJIO KakK K COJNHIY. YeCTHO TOBOPs, faxke PEeBHOCTH MOXKHO He YIOUBIISTHCS,
HO... KHssxXkHa u tekapb? Cepbe€3H0? B 3TOM COCIIOBHOM CTpaHe?

- {1 He peBHYIO IIOIYCTY, - OTPHEI3HYNIach Kocca, cnoBHO onpoBepras cBou ciosa. PeBryeT. Emé kak! -
Mapro He cTaja 6s1 BpaTh MHe! Thl TaWHO BCTPEYAJICS C Hel! - 3To yKe JIeKapi. BMecTe CO MIMBITaIOIIuM
HocoM. [Toka MBI IIepeBapuBaIy cCKa3aHHOe, MUCT yCTalio B3TOXHYI U 00HSI KHSXKHY, II03BOJIAS el
VTKHYTCSI HOCOM B 3€JIEHYI0 POOYy.

Pyxka, mexaias Ha MOel TaJiuM, Ha MUT IIpeBpPaTUiach B TUCKHU.

- MoxkeT, MHe KTO-HUOYIb O0BSICHUT, 4TO mpou3oIno?! Mapro! Kakoro nemero?!

[TapmoH, a ero 9To KakuM GOKOM KacaeTcsi?!

- Kocca, BepHO, He TOHS/Ia MeHs. 5 BIlepBhle B )KU3HU BUXKY MUCTHUCIABA...

B romoBe BOPYT 4YTO-TO IEJIKHYJIO.

- HyHo puckoBaTh, [laH. MHOTHa MOXKHO IIOJIY4YUTh OOJIbIIlE, YeM 3aqyMBIBal.

- 4 3amMeTur, - A3BUTEJILHLIN I'0OJIOC UMIIEPATOpPa, - ocobeHHO 110 Kocce.

U coBceM HeTUIIMYHOE [1JIg TJIaBhl TAHOM KaHIEIIPUU CII0BO:

- U3BuHU...

KHs2KXHa U 1eKapb - 9TO AeUCTBUTEIbHO OUYE€Hb PE3KUU Me3albsiHC. A KHS2XKHA U I'JlaBa TalHOU
KaHuenspuu?.. [Tpu Bcewt 6epemenHocTu, Kocca maneko He UCTepUYKa U JajieKo He Aypa, YTOOHI
OMMUOUTHCS HACTOIBKO.

Ho sTo uymo c rima3amu Mucyca XpucTa - rllaBa TauHOM KaHIemApuu?!

4 BHUMaTenbHO NOCMOTpPeNa Ha Muctucsiasa. [1o KOMIJIEKITUY OH IOOXOOU, Pa3Be UTO IIBET pamyKKu... C
OPYTO¥ CTOPOHBI, TOJIOC TOXKE MEHSIJICS, TPUYEM YV BCEX "COTPYIHUKOB" TaHOTO ITpUKa3a.

- Kocca... - u3panu Havarna §, - a MOXHO Te0s Ha [1apy CJIOB, [TI0Ka 5 IIOBTOPHO He yIiajna B OOMOPOK...

KusaxxHa Me[ieHHO ITOBEPHYJIAch KO MHe, U 5 BOOUMIO yBUea, KaK paclIupsioTcs e€ 3pauku. Kaxucs,
OOIIO, YTO CUTyaIus IIOJIy4YnyIach CTPaHHAS. ..

- Da-ma! - oHa BRICBOOOAMIIACh U3 00BITHH MUCTHCIIaBa, a UMIIEPATOP OTIYCTUN MeHsi. C SIBHBIM
HENIOBOJILCTBOM, HO ceidac g Obljla He HACTPOEHa BBISICHATH, YTO €My OIISITh He MOHPaBUJIOCH!

3aTtamwuB Koccy B KabuHET nekaps, 51 3aXJIONHYJIa OBEPh IPSIMO ITepe HOCOM MYKYWH:
- Muctucnas - 310 Bensmup?! Tel IO03TOMY TaK CIIOKOMHO OTpearupoBalia Ha ero jlalaHbe?..

KuskHa OTPHUILATEJIbHO IIOKa4alla TOJIOBOM, HO CIIOXBATUBIIUCE, IIPUKYCHIIa I"Y6y ITonsaTHO. rOBOpI/ITB
TaKHe€ BEIU BCJIYX B IIPUHIIHUIIE HEJIb34.

Ho...

- 9TO He OH, - TpOU3Hecya 5. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CaMa K€ 3aBapuia Kalry: - MyX4uHa, KOTOPBIH OB CO
MHOI - He MucTucimas.

- [Touemy? ThI Ke He BUOEJA €T0... - KHSIXKHa BCKUHYJIa T'0OJIOBY, HO OBICTPO ITOCMYpHEeJa: - Mapro, He Hazmo
MeHs kajneTs! Jlydine cpa3y y3HaTh, UYEM IIOCJIE CBAObOEL.

M-na, aH mpas - [uarHo3 Ha auIo. Eciu e ogHOro cioBa JIeBOM OApHIIIHA XBATAET...

- Kocc, y Muctucnasa OJIMHHLIE BOJIOCHL, - B3OOXHYJIA 5, - aXKe B TEMHOTE UX HEBO3MOXKHO HE 3aMETHUTh. Y
MY2KYWHEI, C KOTOPEIM 51 ObLIa - BOJIOCE IPUMEPHO OO0 CEPENUHEI IIeN, YyTh KyapsiBeie. Kak... - 3aménkana



nanbllaMU, IIbITasiCh HAUTU CpaBHEHUE.
-V [Manumupa? - o2KMBUIaCh KHIXKHA.
- O, TouHO!

W MBI mOocMoOTpenu Opyr Ha gpyra.

- Het! HeT-HeT-HeT!

- {1 He HacTauBalo, Mapro, - oHa 3aMeTHO II0BeceJiesla ¥ pa3ynblibanacs, - TOJIbKO IIPeAIooXuia. 3HaYuT,
He Mucrt. Ho Torma oTkyma Macka?..

Xopommuit Borpoc. MoxerT, 3ps s HakpyTuna ce6s?.. IllnuoH IpocTo coesnasn MacKy Ionm o6pa3 TaifHoU
KaHUensapuu. Ho Bepcusa ¢ [JaHOM - 3TO CMeIIHO!

I[IBeph B KaOMHET pacIlaxHyjach, SIBMSIS HaM 03adadyeHHBIX MYXKYWH.
- Ia MBI TOJILKO ITIOCTYYasu BPOAe, - Buigan [laH, 3agyM4YuBO OTJISALIBasACh. llaxke He CMyTHJICS HU Kanju!

- Bcé xopommo, - Bergoxuyna Kocca, - MucTt, npoctu. Mapro neicTBUTEIBHO TOBOPHJIA O APYTOM, a f... S
cyMacliepiias yxke, HaBepHoe.

- 'maBHOe, - He HEpPBHUYAM, Kpaca Mo, - yCTaJIO VIILIOHYJICS JTeKaphb, IPUBJIeKas HeBeCTY K cebe. OH ObII
HACTOJIBKO OPYTUM, UYTO S BHOBb 3aCOMHEBaJaCh B CBOUX BBIBOAAX. ITO KpaCHOI1a3wlX yxkac?.. OgHaKo
peakius Koccel roBopuia cama 3a ceods.

- IIa yX, Becemno, - CKpUBHJICS [laH, KOrfa JeKaphb YTallliI CYaCTIUBYIO HEBECTY C COOOH, - KaK TaKoe
BBLITEPIIETH 1a YMOM HE TPOHYThCH?..

- 9To HOpMaJbHO, Ballle Benu4decTBO. 'opmoHEl. [ToBepsTe, Kocca - eIrlé He XyOIuil BapuaHT, - IoBedasa s
co cMeInKoM. Brila y MeHst 6epeMeHHas MOApPyTa... ¥ APYKUTb C HeM HEBO3MOIKHO OBIJIO B 3TO BpEMS, U HE
IIHcaTh OMACHO - HepBHHUYANA, oOuxKasack. [laxke s 4yBCTBOBajia ce0s carriépoM, U4TO YK TOBOPUTH O €€
MyXKe.

- Ynacu Benukuii, - [JaH CI0XKUJI PYKU B MOJIUTBEHHOM 2KecTe. TONbKO 1 He Benukuii - ¥ 10TOMy KOBapHO
YNIBIOHYJIACh:

- Y Bac cMoTpuHE, Mo# uMnepaTtop. He ymacér.

- Maprapura, - ero BeIMYeCcTBO IIOPABHSIJICS CO MHOM, OCTAaHOBUBIIKUCEH HAITPOTHUB. MeHs KaK-TO HEeXOPOIIIo
TTOMaHHUJIO B OMYT TONyOHIX TJIa3, a Korga JlaH ynei0aThCs CcTall... BOOOIIe yHecso. 9%, ¥yeM oH Kocce 1o
cepnuy He mputiencs? XoTs, KoHeYHo, MUCTHCIaB - 9TO BECOMEBIN apryMeHT.

- Ia, Ballle BeIu4YecTBO?..

- Bcerpa 6wl Taxk, - MypJeikHy [laH. Kakre-To MBI UTPUBBIE CETOOHSI, aXX CTPAIIHO: - TH yKe
II03HAKOMUJIACh C AEeBYyIIKaMu?

- A maBaiiTe He 6yJieM O TPYCTHOM? - BSIJIO TIPEMJIOKUIIA 5.

- 4YT0, COBCEM HUKTO HE ITOHPABUJICA?

- Onu3abeT? - BCIIOMHUJIA SI IPO MHOCTPaHKy. Ho [JaH OBl Ha4YeKy.

- OTpabaTeiBaellb AeHbru MaTyiku? Hy, 6ymeM cuuTaTh, YTO S IPHUHSI K CBEIEHUI0. A CepbE3HO?
- Barre BenimuecTBo, 1 He yMel0o BUAETH JIIofel HackBO3b. [Toka Dnu3albeT, a gasbllle IOCMOTPUM.
I'maBa 10

Cyns 1Mo B3rjsigy, BOIIPocoB y [laHa 6110 MHOTO. HO K c9acThio, MyKYKMHA BHSIJI I'OJIOCY pa3yMa U
3amosyar. 4 e TOJIBKO B3[oxXHYyNMa. Hy Kakoe BedaTieHue 3a MEPBYIO0 BCTPEUY U TO - HEMMONHYI? Tem
0oJiee, YTO HEBECTHI ¥ HETO KaK Ha MOAOO0P - ABOPSIHKY CO BCEMHU BHITEKAIOIINMU ITOCIIEICTBUSMH.
[TeperoBopuB C AeBYyIIIKaMH, S HEBOJIBLHO 3ayBaxkaia Koccy. KHsI2KHa yMera CO4yBCTBOBATh, IOHUMATh.
BrnpoueM, oHa He 60poJIach 3a cepflle UMIIepPaTopa, B OTIMYNE OT OCTAalIbHEIX. BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO,
OKaXKMUCh 5 Ha IIYTHU KHIXKHBI, MeHS OB CMSIJIN U HE 3aMETHIIH.

CTOSITh B XOJIJIE Jajbllle He OBIJI0 CMBIC/IA, HO MBI C JlaHOM He OBUTaJIiCh C MecTa. MHe coBCeM He Melllaja
TUIIMHA. BuauMo, Tpu rofa - 3TO AuarHos3. Heusneyumeiii 1 OgHO3Ha4YHEIM. HO Kakol TOJIK B 3TOM
3HAHUU?..

- OaH... - 3aAyMYUBO Ha4dasna ... ¥ OMKHysa. Mapro, 6nus! [Ipurpenacs, Ha3eBaeTcst! - OX, IPOCTHUTE,



Ballle BEJINUECTBO.
HMniepaTop TIyOOKOMEICTIEHHO TI0Yecall TOaO00POHOK:

- Hy, nuuyHas ¢peiinuHa Moria Gkl Ha3bIBAaTh MEHS 110 UMEeHHU... Ho ITOKa THI IIJIOX0 CIPaBIISEIIbCS CO
CBOUMHU 00SI3aHHOCTSIMH.

ITnoxo?! Ax Ttak!..

- [IpunygpuTh BaM HOCHK, MO MUMIIEPATOP? - JIACKOBO IIPOIIEJIA 51, XJIonas PeCHUYKaMu: - Iu MOXKer,
mogo6paTh mnathe? E€ BEICOYECTBO YaCTO MOJIaraeTCs Ha MO BKyC. BaM 6obIie MOOOUOET M-M-M...
aKBaMapWHOBEIM, IIOM IIBET ria3!

HNmmepaTop, yOUBUTEJIbHO, HE 0OUAeNCcs, uMIepaTop pa3ynbibasncs. C TakKoi BpegHOMH MOP/IOH, 4TO
3aX0TeJIOCh ero YIapUTh!

- Mapro, 1o cekpery - g 11000 TIJIaThs He HaZleBaTh, @ CHUMAaTh. C XOPOIIEHbKUX, HO 6€3YMHO BPEeIHBIX
¢peiinuH, - mpoIIenTasn OH, He3aMETHO ITOAKPABIINCH KO MHe. CyIOPOKHO BBEIIOXHYJIa. BHM3Y XXMBOTa KakK-
TO HEXOPOIIIO 3a4YeCcalioch - YEPTOBHI CHEI, Oyab oHU HemagHbl! Hamo 6wt y3HaTh y KOCCH, BOPYT 9TO TOXKE
npopaenku HaBuit! ECTh Ke BCAKME 3MEU-UCKYCUTEJIMN...

Pa3ym ckenTudeckyu HaMEKHYJI, YTO TJIaBHAs 3MeIOKa ceidac PsgoM CO MHOM. A 3a OCTaJIbHOE - TIPUBET
fGoraToii paHTa3u U TPEM I'ogaM BO3TEPKAHUS.

- Barie BeIM4eCTBO, II0 CEKPETY - €CIIK YYBCTBYHUTE TATY K INIAaThAIM, UOUTE K MOOUCTKe! A XOpOIIeHbKHUe
($peitnuHL - 3TO IO APYTroi, BaM HENOCTYIIHOM YacTu. Y Bac... HeBecThl. KcraTu! - 4 BcmoMHUIIa 1ipo
pa3roBOp ¢ AeKCaHOPOH, U MOBEPHYNACh K [laHy nmuioM: - HacuéTt HeBecT. ECTh Takoi BapuaHT, UTO
Oymylllasi UMIepaTpulla BeIOpaHa 3apaHee? M cMOTPHUHEI - OHU TOJIBKO OJIS OTBOfA I'j1a3?

IlaH BHEMaTeJIbHO IIOCMOTPENI Ha MeHs. Y mpaBma, 4yTh KyOpsBEEe BOJIOCH], CBETIIBIE, 10 CePeNUuHE IIeH...
Bnun, Kocca, kakoro uépra?!

- CMOTpPUHEI IeUCTBUTEIBHO AJIST OTBOJA Tia3. A YTO KacaeTCs BEIOOPA... He X049y TOBOPUTE. I1yCTh 3TO
OymeT cIopuopu30M, - s HeOOBOJIFHO GEIpKHYIa. Hy 3HaeTe, clopnpu3sl y Bac Tak cebe, Ballle BETMUECTBO! -
MHe nopa, Mapro. He 3a6rIiBait Ipo HEBECT U OyOb HAYEKY.

3abymeirs ¢ HUM!

Co6CTBEHHO, HEBECTHI HAITIOMHUJIN 0 cebe OyKBabHO Yepe3 Mmapy CeKyH[. [IuKuil KPUK BOJIHOM IIPOJIETE]
10 KOPHUOPY, 3aCTaBUB MOACKOYUTEL U MeHs, u [laHa. 9 MaImvHaIbHO OTJISTHYIAch - KaOMHET JieKapst Obin
Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe "KEeHCKOU" ITOJIOBUHEI, a 3HAYMUT...

- Kunrele aTaxu! - mepBBIM [OTamasics UMIEPaToOp ¥ PBAHYJI K JIECTHUIIE. 9, MOAHSAB I00KU U TUXO
MaTepsch, mobexkasa 3a HUM.

CrieqoM 3a KPUKOM ITOCJIBIIIAIUCE TUXHE TOBU3TUBAHUS, TOIOT CAIlOT ¥ TOHKWH LIOKOT Tydenb. 3a
UMIIePaATOPOM 5, KOHEYHO e, He ycIiena, Ho 1 6e3 Toro OBLJIO SICHO, OTKyda ItyM. TpeTui sTax, IOKOU
OIHOM M3 HeBecCT. Y OBepel yxe cobpasiach oxalolasi TOJa, KOTopas MoMepeMeHHO KPeCTHIACh.
[TpoOUTECS U YBULOETD, YTO BHYTPH, OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

- YKacTh-TO KaKas... - IOTSIHyJa OfgHa U3 TOPHUYHEIX.

- CBallleHHVKA HaAo0 3BaTh, KaK €CTh Hamo!

Y 3pI9HEBIN OJIOC UMIIEpPATOPa, KOTOPHIM OyATO OTPA3UJICS OT BEICOKOT'O KYIIOJIBHOTO CBOHA:
- A Hy IpOYhb BCe, MHaUe Ka3HUTh NPUKaXKy K HaBbel MaTepu!!!

IIoBeny ero BEINYEeCTBO.

Tonma u3 cioyr 6pocusachk BpacCHIHyi0. Cpenu HUX S 3aMeTH/Ia M HEBECT - AJIeKCaHAPY C YBEPEHHOH
MaM3eJIb B aJIOM IIJIaThe. Y MPOoX0ofa OCTAJUCh TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOP U CTPaXK U3 TaHON KaHIEISIPUH.
[Tonb3ysiCh MOMEHTOM, ST IIPHXKaaach K KOCSKY U 3arisgHyjIa BHYTPb.

Martp Mos1 KeHIInuHa!

CTeHa B TOCTEeBOM KOMHaTe Obllla UCITMCaHa KPaCHBIM... HaJleloCh, YTO KPACKOi, a He KpoBbio. OnHa ¢dpa3sa,
KOTOpasi IIOBTOPSIIACh COTHH Pas.

"Brimyctute MeHs"



HeBeCTy COBCEM H€e MHTepeCOBaJIu 3PUTEIIN. C6pOCI/IB TY(I)J'II/I 1 BCTaB Ha KOMO[, OHa IMTpoaoJizKajla
BBIBOOUTH 6YKB]:I Ha IMMPOKOM OKHE.

HexkH0-po30Boe mnaThe OLII0 MOTHOCTRIO B KpacKke. S BCIIOMHMIIA, Kak [laH Ha3kIBal €€ uMs - MupociaBa
U3 popja 3apelukKux.

Ho... "Beinyctute MmeHsa"?.. OHa C HIMPOKOM, pafOCTHOM YIIBIOKOM BEIIIOPXHYJIa HAaBCTPEUy UMIepaTopy. Bo
BpeMs 3HaKOMCTBa Mupociasa Orljia caMo# TUXOHM, HO CTpaxa B €€ rjla3ax s He 3aMeTHusa.

Y nBepeli HayanoCh MIEBEIEHNUE U ST, OTOPBABIIKUCH OT HEBECTH, 00epHyIack. [IpHUIIEN TeKaph - Ha 9TOT pa3
omuH, 6e3 Koccel. OH OBITT IEPBEIM, KTO BOIIIEN B KOMHATY, ¥ 0€3 BCIKUX CKUIOK Ha TUTYJ COEPHYIT
OeBYIIKY C KoMofma. Ta MUCKIISIBO 3aBU3XKaJjla, HO IUPOKas JIaJOHb JIeKaps U CBET/ILIH UMIYJIbC MIHOBEHHO
nmpeBpaTuium MupociaBy B Kykiy. JIMII0 pa3riiafiuiiock, a rjia3a MeQJIEHHO 3aKPhIIKCh.

Tonbko MuCTHCIAB OBII OTHIOOL He 0e3MsTeXKeH.
- Bame BenuuecTBO, TaH - 3aiifuTe B KOMHATY U 3aKPOUTE OBEPD, - PACIIOPSOUIICS OH.

M-pa, ecnu go 9TOTO Y MeHA OBIJT COMHEHMSI, TO celiyaCc OHU 3aKOHYHJINCEL. ITH MAacKH Ha OOHO JIUIIO, a
CMOTpPHUTE-Ka, 10 UMEHHU Ha3Bas!

TéMHOMOPHEIH yKe coOOUPaICs BEICTABUTh MEHS 3a ABEPb, HO [laH MOTHYJI TOJIOBOH - ¥ 5 IIPOCOYMIIACh B
KOMHATYy.

- 4YTo ckaxeb, Muct? 3To Kpacka, HageloCh?

- Kpacka, - KUBHYJI JIeKaph, BEI3EIBAsA y MeHs B300X oberyeHus. BoT Tonmpko Mucrtucias pe3ko
TIOBEPHYJICS, IPUIypuB rina3a. OX, y Hac ke GoJbInas JiFo00Bb C TJIaBOM TalHON KaHIIEISIPUY, KaK s MOTJIa
3a6b1Th! [ToaTOMYy 609YKOM 3aressia 3a CuHy JlaHa ¥ BOBCIO HABOCTPHUJIA YIIIH.

- Ho xpacka - 3To XopoIirasi HOBOCTb, Ballle BETUYECTBO. A MIoXasd... y Hac 0OBSIBUICS T3BIYHUK-MO3TOIIPaB.

- To ectn? - BMemtasnca HaH. Jlekapbs He OTBETUJI - OH aKKypaTHO NOOHSJ AEeBYIIKYy Ha PYKM U OTHEC Ha
KpoBaTh. I'pyIb HEBECTH POBHO IIOOHUMAJIaCh BBEPX, KaK Y CIISIEl, HO BCE-TaKu OLLIO OIIyIeHue
HemnpasunbHOCTH. OHa Jexkarna, CJIoBHO (hapaoH B capkodare, Ha ciuHe, 6€3 eqUHOTO OBUKEHUS U I0YTH
O6emas. TonbKO peranuii B pykKax He XBaTaso.

- 4 monarai, e€ X0Tenu "HaCTPOUTh" Ha OIpefesIeHHOe AeHCTBUe, HO YTO-TO IIOULIO He Tak. [Icuxuka He
BBIIep2Kalia BMelllaTelbCTBa, He IIPHUHSTA ero u cioMainack. CKopee BCcero, AeBylllKa cinabas cama o cebe
- UCcIyrajach ¥ 3aKphiiack. Ha cMeHy pa3yMy IpPHIIIIO CIIacUTENbHOEe "Oecco3HaTenbHoe". "BrimycTuTte
MeHs" - XKelaHue c0exkaTh CO CMOTPHH, CIPSATAThCS.

- Eé MoxxHO crractu? - [laH ¢ BHHOBATHIM BUIOM IIOKOCHJICS Ha HeBeCTy. MHe 6e3yMHO 3aX0TeJIOCh B3SITh
ero 3a pyKy, nog0oapuTh, HO s1 He PEIInIach.

- [loka He yBepeH, - MucTucIaB HoKadasa rojloBOH, - eCTh HafleKaa, YTO pa3yM CIPATAJICA 3a
0ecco3HaTEeNbHBIM, M MOXKHO Oy[eT MOAIEeNIUTh er0 M BHITAIUTL HapyXKy. Ho He dhakT. S mocuxy c He#
CeromHsI, OMHAKO HYXKEeH MOCTOSHHBIN IIPHUCMOTP U XOPOIINH JTeKaps. JIydine BCero oTIpaBUTb HEBECTY
IOMOM.

- 4 momio BecTHUKA rpady U3 poma 3apelkux, - TOKJIaguCcTo KUBHY [laH, - a 4YTO C UCTOYHUKOM
BMeIllaTeJIbCTBaA?

- Y MeHs ecTh HECKOJIBKO BepCHUH, HO IIpefjarai o0CynIuTh UX HaequHe, - KDaCHOPEYUBOCTE B I'OJIOCE
MucTrcnaBa IpPOCTO 3alIKaauBana. Hy u mamgHo, 1 He O0JILHO-TO XOTENOoCh. [10#ay 1 paccKaxy BCE
Kocce... u mocMoTpuM, KaK OH BHIKPYYUBATHCSA OymeT!

ITom Beuep y MeHSI HEOXKUIOAHHO II0SBUIJIOCE CBOOOIHOE BpeMsi. HUKTO He gosiOusics B IBEPh U He TpeboBan
HUCIIOTHATL GPedTuHCKUE 0093aHHOCTH. [lake CIIyTH Ky[a-TO MoAeBaIuch. M0OKHO OBIJIO TIOUTH K
HeBeCcTaM, KOHEYHO, HO IT0 ITOHSTHLIM IIPUYWHAM 5 HE TOpesa XejaHueM. [laH HaBepHsIKa 3aHUMAaJICs
Mupocnasoi, Kocca npoBonuna BpeMs C KeHuxoM. [lepBoHa4asnbHO S X0TeJjla 3arjIssHyTh K Hel, HO... 9TO
BCE-TaKM IIejias KHsI2KHa. BeCcIioKouTh e€ Mo Mejio4aM - TOXKe CMEITHO.

S TsKeno B3MOXHYA M CTSHYIA IepYaTKy. [logHsIIa pyKy Tak, YTOOH MaTbIBl 3aKPHIBAJIU KPYTJIOE
PYMSIHOE COJIHIIe Y TOPU30HTa. MOsI OJjlaHb He OTJIHUYaiach U3SAIMIECTBOM - MaJIeHbKasi, KBafipaTHas JIafOHb,
KOPOTKUeE Manbilbl. TOJTBKO HOTTH KPacuBhe, KaK MUHOAIbHEIE opelTkyu. OKa3aBIIUCh B 3TOM MHUPE, B OOUH
IIpeKpacHBIl NeHb s He BhIIepxKasa 1 00ydusia 4BOPLOBOro Kyadépa a3aM MaHUKopa. HoBuHKa cpa3y
MIPUIIIIOCH 10 CEPALY OapBIIIHAM, ITO3TOMY OJIA MeHs KyadEép cTapascs BOBCIHO.

JlakoB B CeBepHolt MMniepuu He ObIIO, HO MeCTHAsI MHAYCTPUS KPaACcOTHl IpuAyMasa MITy4YKy [IoIyydIe.



BosiieOHBIM YKPEISIONINA PacTBOP C Pa3HBIMU IIBETAaMU MO0 KEJIaHUI0 KIUeHTa. M mMyCcTh 3TO OBIJT JTUIIH
JIETKMY OTTEHOK, HO MHE HPaBUJIOCh. HOrTH ObITM 3IOPOBLIE M KPACUBYIIHE.

BmpoueM, nHTepecoBaau MeHs COBCEM He OHH.

Hukakwnx uckp. MoxkeT, MHe BOOOIIIe TTOKa3aJiock?.. ¢ moBoauiia pyKo#H, yibei0asach COJTHEYHOMY CBETY.
Bpsim nmu mckpel mpuBuAenuck MHe. Eciu gBa pasa eIlé CoMayT 3a CIy4YalHOCTb, TO TPETUH U
IocJieqyIomue - I0BOJ 3aAyMaThC.

41 3aKphUIa T1a3a, BCOOMHWHAS TPOHHEBIN 3ajl ¥ AEeBYIIIKY 3a CIIMHOM UMIIepaTopa. Bcio KapTUHKY. B
metansx. Cepatie 60JIe3HEHHO EKHYJIIO, KOTIa HOXK OTIIPABUJICS B IIOJIET...

[TanbLBl 3aTyHeNy OT HaAMPSXKeHus . 51 MPUIIypuiach OT SPKOTO CBEeTa, yIapHUBIIEero B TOJI0BY. [lepen
rJla3aMM 3aIjIsicaiv 3BE3TOYKHU 0€30 BCAKMX UCKpP. CIIOXBAaTUBIINCH, S OTOILIA OT OKHA. Kaxkercs,
MEeJIbKHYJIO IBa CHHUX pa3psna... Ho yTBepxKOaTh He 6epycCh.

C J:prrofl CTOPOHEI, Y MEHs HeT BA3U Ha 3allsICThe, U g He sA3bIYHUIIA. g us ApyToro Mupa, roe A3bI9YHUKHU -
BCEero JIMIIb CTapasd CTpalllHasa CKa3Ka. N Tem He MeHee...

4 MammHANBEHO OTOEPHYJIA IJIaThe U IpU3agyMaliach. A He IPOTYJISITECS JIM MHE OO KOMHAT CTPaXku?..
Kpome Koccrl Bo BopIle BCIKO HOMKHEI ObITh I3LIYHUKN-OXPaHHUKY. HacuéT uckp s BpsAn 1M 4TO-HUOYOb
y3Hal0, 3aTO MOXHO CIIPOCUTH IPO Mupy.

HOHpaBI/IB MaKHAXK U HpI/I‘{éCKy, A TaHI_IYIOH_Ieﬁ TIOXOOKOU HalIpaBUJIAQCh K BBEIXOOY.

Kak okasamnocek, gBOpel He BEIMED - Ha HUKHUX 9TaX Kuliesna XKu3Hb. CJIIyru TOTOBUJIUCE K
TOP2KECTBEHHOMY V2KHMHY UMIIepaTopa ¢ HeBecTaMu. "[IpoKaXEeHHYIO 3Ty", KaK BhIpa3uiach 9KOHOMKA,
OOMOM OTIIpaBUIIH, Jaxe rpada He JoKOaIucCh. 5 m3ymMuaack Takoi ckopoctu. Heyxenu BenbMup c
ITaHOM HACTOJIBKO XO0Tenu u30aBUTHLCS OT yIllepOHOUM HeBecTh?.. Ho cremyrotied nmpuia apyras, 6omee
JIOTMYHAas MBICJIb - IEBYIIKAa BCEMU CUJIaMM CTPEMUJIACh U3 OBOpPIA. Bo3M0OXKHO, €€ yBe3/u, YTOOhI TUITHUN
pa3 He HEPBUPOBATE.

Hapo 651 CIIPDOCHUTH Y Koccrt 3aBTpPa, 4eM BCE-TaK¥M 3aKOHYMJIIACh HUCTOpU.

YTOYHUB y 9KOHOMKH, T'Tle pa3MeCTWIN S3LIYHUKOB, s HallpaBUIach IIPOYb U3 IBOPIA. Y CTPAKHUKOB OBLIU
CBOM KOPITyCa, C 3allafHOM 1 BOCTOYHOM YacTu [llax-ArmeH. 3-YHUKOB PAa3MECTHUIIA B 3aIaHOM.
Hecmotps Ha 6eiryro myxoBYIO IIajb Ha IIedax, 10 Kopiyca s mouTtu 6exaina. K Beuepy 3amMeTHO
IIOXOJIOZAJIO, & YK PSAIOM C MOPEM...

[TpocThHIHY ceiidyac, BceM UMIIepaTopaM Hasjo, u 6yoeT MHe cYacThbe!

41 Orlna yBepeHa, YTO BeuepoM B KalapMe OymeT ITOJIHO Hapony. Ho poBHO [0 IepBBIX XKUJIBIX KOMHAT MHE
HUKTO He BcTpeTuncsi! Ha CTyk 0TO3Bajiachk TOJIBKO TPEThSI IBEPH, SBUB MHE ITOJIyOOHAKEHHOTO MOJIOMIIA.

Monopel GBI BEICOK, CTPOEH U Kak IIojlaraeTcs, IIMPOK B Iledax U Y30K B 6€gpax. f maske HEBOJIBLHO
3acMoTpenack. C BuOy MOM POBECHUK, HO MOT OKa3aThCs cTapiine. KopoTKuii €3KMK BOJIOC, XapaKTePHBIN
IJIs1 BOMHA, HACHIIIeHO-1I0K0IafHOTr 0 1BeTa. ['1a3a Toxke OBINMU TEMHEBIE, HOC C TOPOMHKOM U IIpaM y BUCKQ,
SIBHO HaKWLIBAIOIINY eMy ITapy jeT. CUMIaTUYHEIN MaJlbuuK.

U nuiio 3HaKOMOeE.
- ITpuBeT, KpacaBuiia! - pasyneibascs OH, BUOUMO, OLIEHUB MeHs: - HuKak, cOrpeThcst mpuIma®..

41 cobuparack ObIIIO KUBHYTB, H0O0 TPOAPOTJIa Oo KocTel. Ho BoBpeMs coobpa3uiia, 94To mof "corpesom"”
MyK4YWHa UMeJI B BULy UHOE.

Tumup, s1 BCOHOMHUIIA €T0 MMS. I3BIYHUK U3 KOMaHIH BoeBoAsl CliaBsgHa, YTO OXPAHSIN HaC B
MapuoHCKOU! KPEIOCTH.

- Pa3Be X g 1moxozxKa Ha Ty, YTO BEIHYXK[IeHa IIPOCUTh BHUMaHUA? - X0JIOOHO 6pocusa B oTBeT. Manb4yuk
CMYTHUJICSI, HO HEHANOJITO.

- Hy, nHorma Beqb Xo4eTcst pa3HooOpa3usi. M moToM, 4TO Ke Hy>KHO TaKOo# MpeKpacHo¥ GaphIHe? - OH
caenai IIyTIUBLIY IMOKJIOH. f ITpociegusia 3a ero pyKou ¥ OCTaHOBUJIa B3T/ISd Ha KpaCHOU SI3BIYE€CKOM
BsI3U, KOTOpas, CIIOBHO JIEHTa, OXBaThIBajla 3allsCThe.

- ThI I3BIYHUK?

YCcMexXHYBIINUCH, OH ITOTHST PYKY.



- Kak Bupuie. [TocBamiénnasiii CBapory.

Ceapory... 9To, KaXkeTCsi, OTOHb ¥ O0eBbIe HaBHIKU. f moAkaa ryosl. MHe HyKeH ObII He BOMH, a Myaperl],
00pa3HOo TrOBOPHI.

- A cKaXu MHE... eCTh JI1 I3BIYHUKY 0e3 Baled OTMETUHEI? Th 4YTO-HUOYOb 3HAEb 006 3TOM?
TuMuUp onépcs CIUHOU Ha KOCSK U COUTYPUIICS:

- A s 3Hato0 TeOs, Kpacasuiia. OpelinuHa KHsIKHB Onbru, Mapraputa. YTo X, 3HaKOMH OyneM, 1 TuMup.
Ckaxu, 4TO 3a UHTEepeC TaKou?..

- JIN4HBIY, - 1 BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY, - OTBETUIIL?
- Yto x He oTBeTuTh. HeT. OTMETHHA - CHMBOJI Japa, KoJieco sHepruu. bes Heé yaprsl HEBO3MOXKHEI.
Hy, aTtoro crnegoBasno oxupats. Bpsin nu ss3br9HuKY cebe GaHAIbHBEIE TATYIIKY HaOUBaIuy.

- XOTs TTIOHOXKMOH, - BOPYT HaxMypuicsa Tumup. Ha ero nuile mpsiMo oTpaXkajlachb YCUIeHHas paboTa MBICITH:
- PacckasrpiBanmu HaM CIIy4ai, 4TO Bpoje IIONyKPOoBKa 6€3 OTMETHUHEBI POMUIICS, MAaTh CJ1ab0M SI3bIYHULIEHN
Oblya, a OTell - BepyoIuil. Pegkuil cinydai, KoHeuHO. KaxeTcs1, TOTOM 3TOr0 MOJIyKPOBKY MOA03PEBATU B
Kpaxe, HO CHUMBOJIOB y HETO He OHIJIO ¥ IOTOMY - HUYEro He Joka3asnu. Ho caMa MoHuMaeIlb, 0 I3bIYeCKOM
CHUJle PeYy He IJI0... TaK, MeJIKOoe 4YTOo-TO. 5 yKe meTajieil He ITOMHIO.

- [loHATHO, - HEMHOT'O IIPUYyHEINIA 1. "Menkoe" u "He mokasaau" BpAn I MOXKHO CYUTATh apryMEHTOM.
Ckopee Bcero, OOBUHHUIIM Ha CJIOBAX, MCIOJIb3ysI MaTh-A3bIYHUITY KaK UCXOOHUK.

- A po HaBB TH YTO-HUOYOE 3HaeNb? ITpo AyXoB, KOTOPHIE 3a COO0M 3a3HIBAIOT?
fI3BIYHUK Becesio pacCcMesyICs:

- OpelinuHa, TH C KaKOU JIYHEL CBalIuiIachk? BceM U3BECTHO, €C/IU 3a3bIBaeT KTO, a He YXOOUT, K cliyraM
Maps! 6eru. ITUX HaBel CYUTATh He MepecuuTaTh, CaMU MapOYHUKM He Bcerpa pa3buparmTcsa. A Ko MHe,
KpacaBuIla, TOJILKO I10 KUBBIM U 0CO00 HaTJIbIM.

- Bymy uMeTh B BUAy, - TOXKEe YIBIOHYIACh 1, XOTs Ha AyIne ObIJIO He CTOJIb pagyIIHo. - A Mape
TIOCBSIIIIEHHBIE CPEIIU BAaC €CTh?

- EcTp, HO nTyulile K TAaHOU KaHIIEISIPUY NTOOOUNAN. Y HUX TEOPETUKM CUJIbHEIE. BO OBOpIle nOKa HEKTO TaH
BEPXOBOMUT, K HeEMYy oOpaTuch. HopMasibHBIE OHHM, HE CMOTPHU Ha MacKu. Hammm peGsita 6osbIlie mo
apKaHaM...

Ara, emé O8I y3HATh, KTO U3 Macok TaH. Ho cmoputk ¢ TuMupoMm s He cTana. BonTaTh mamblire - JTUITh
IIOKAa3kEIBaTh CBOIO He3HAHUeE.

- Crmacu6o, Tumup! - mobmarogapuna . Ho y>ke pa3BepHYBIINCEH K BHIXOOY, VCJIBIIIIAJIA:

- MoxkeT, BCE-TaKM OCTaHEIIbCs? - My KYHWHA KPAaCUBO ITOUTPajl MyCKyJlaMHu. X, CMOTpesia OBl ¥ CMOTpeIa.
- Ecnu uTo He mo Tebe OymeT - OTOyIIy, JaBUTh He CTaHy. M?

- A 1 cBUOaHUS MI00JTI0 ¥ yXaKUBAHUSA, - BEITIAJINIIA, CMYTHBIIIKCE. Bpome ¥ MOXKHO OBIJIO, HO... XBATHUT C
MeHSs ClTy4YalHBIX POMaHOB B 9TOM Mecslie!

TuMUp CKpPeCTUs pyKu Ha I'PYOU ¥ XMBIKHYII:

- JTagho. Yuty. BynyTt Tebe cBUmaHUs U YXaKUBaHUS!

"Jlyuie 661 MHe OblNIa TEMJIas KypTKa! - MaTepuiiach s, BO3Bpalasick o0paTHO BO gBoper'. Pa3zyMm exumHo
HaMeKHYJI, YTO MOrJia OBl OCTAThCS IO KPBUTHIIIKOM y TuMupa. Monofasi, He3aMyKHSS - ToYeMy OBl He
pa3Bieuncs, TeM 0onee, Houb obelfana ObIThH Kapkoi. Ho g mums nokadasna ronosoii. [Tocne gypankux
9POTUYECKUX CHOB MOU MEICJIM SBHO HECJIO HE B Ty CTEIlb.

Bopyr BIiepenu MeNnbKHYyIa CUHSAS TeHb. MUpa B HOBEHBKOM, HE3HAKOMOM MHE IIJIaThe C 000pKaMu u
MIBIIITHEIM TTO0JIOM TTo0ezkara K Bofe. [Tomo6GpaB 100KH, ST pBaHyJia 3a HEM.

- Croii! - KpukHyna s, cberas co ctymneHei: - Ctoit, Mupa! JaBai moroBopum! 4 xo4uy ¢ ToG0M TOTOBOPUTS!

"He xouy roBopuTh! - yogapuii B Iy AeTCKUY BU3r. OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTHU S e[lBa He CKaTUJIach C JIECTHULIBL:
- He xouy, He xouy! Trl 3mas! [Tous Mapk! npuBena ¢ co0oli, U3rHaTh MeHs 3agyMarnal 3nas, 3nas, 3masd!"

Ona o60exkana BOKPYT MEHS U CHOBa MpuUOycTusia Brnepén. agcTBo! Xouy AKMHCH U KPOCCOBKH!



Kak Ha3710, BMECTO MENIKOIr0 JOXKOs IIPUITYCTHUIJI JIUBEHBb. Hapo OLILIIO BO3BpaNIiaThCA, HO MHpa...

- IaBait moroBopuM! - B3MOIUIACh 5: - f He Xxouy TeOst U3rHaTh, £ X049y y3HaTh npasny! Thl Begéms cebs
Kak pebenok! U HUYero He rOBOPUIIIL!

"TInoxas, rimoxasi! - MOCHbINIaTach CO BCEX CTOPOH: - 31ast MaprapuTta! Yxoou!"
U sTa mpoTuBHas OeBYOHKA Opocuiack mpods mo Oepery. Pa3o3muBIIuCh, S MOXJIIONAlia 3a Hew.
"TlaneHbKa, - Kpuyana Mupa, - maneHpKa, momoru! Mapro noxas! Mapro o6upmena mess!"

Ha Hebe, pa3pes3asi TEMHYIO Kallly, CBEpPHYyJIa MOIHUS. JINBEHb PA30IIENCS He Ha IIyTKY, Tak, YTO BIepeau
HU4Yero He OBIJIO BUOHO. Mupa 3aMepiia Ha Oepery.

- [Tanenska! - 3akpuyana oHa: - [lannenbka, cMmoTpu!

4 - mapoM, 4TO He IlalleHbKa - TOXe I10BepHYyIack. B Mope, OyIryioleM 1 HeHaCTHOM, KadallKuch Kopabiy,
o3apéHHbIe OeNbIM CBeTOM. VIMeHHO cBeT 3amuman Kopaliu oT MOJIHUM, B 0OOUINU UCKpALIeM B HeOe. OHHU
Ounu B mapyca, MadThl, HO TIIETHO. He momorasno. MonHEUMN oKa3anuch 6eCIIonIe3HEl.

Kopa6iiu BEICTPOUIIUCH B IIEPEHTY aKKypaT HanpoTuB Illax-ArmieH. I pacTepsiHHO 3axJionaja rjia3amMu.
OTkyma B3snuch Kopabnu?! A 6ypsi? Heykenu Ha Hac Hamamu?!

9x0M Hajg MOpeM IPOJIETENI e TY0K 3aTBOPOB. M3 KBagpaTHRIX 1a30B B KopabJie OSBUINCH TEMHEIE
OGe3nHBI IyIleK. Mupa psimoM CO MHOM 3aBH3Kaja, Orjylllasi BMECTe IIePBEIM yIapoM sifep.

Bonbire 1 HU4Yero He 3allOMHHIIA.
I'maa 11

- MaprapwuTa! - Xxpunisiii 6apuTOH UMIIepaTopa g y3Halla fJaxke Bo cHe: - [la uTo0 Tebs TBapu HaBU
noxpanu! Pura!

CBs3b HaBell U Pute MHe crierka He noHpaBuiaachk. OTKyAa B35JICSA 9TOT HEYTOMOHHEIM My>K4ynHa? Yero
eMy He CIaJioCh?

A BMecTe C TOJIOCOM TPUINEN X010M. AfCKul, mo4uTH obxkuraomuii. KOHYUKY nanbleB 3ajieieHeId [0
oHeMeHUs. boxke, Kak X0JI00HO!

- Puta! TBOrO MaTh, OYHUCH! - 3aprIdyall UMIEpaTop, KOTOPOT O 1 He BUaesla. MeHs HECKOJIBKO pa3
TPAXHYJIH, KaK KyKJly, U Pe3KO [IOCTaBUJIX Ha HOTH.

- Oy-p-p-pa, Kak T BOOOIIEe 37IeCh OKa3ajack?! PuTa! - mocsemoBarn emé ofiuH PacCePXeHHBIN BOTIJIb.
HWrHopupoBaTh €ro masnblie OBII0 OMacHo. £ pacmaxHya riia3a ¥ MTHOBEHHO 00xBaTuiIa ce0s pyKaMu.
Horu He cnymamuck - MeHs TPSICIIO KaK IPUIag0YHYIO0.

- YT0 XK-X-K TaK X0JIOAHO?! - mpocTy4ana 3ybamu si. C MOpPS MOCTOSTHHO OYJIO, CJIOBHO HAC 3aJIMBajio
JIeOsiHOM BOIOMH.

HeT, He 3amuBao. 9To MOE mjiaThe OBIJI0 HACKBO3b MOKPOe€.

- Ceituac, cetiyac... - [JlaH CTalIuJI C IIJieY TEIJILIA MeX0BOM KadTaH U 3aBEePHYJI MEHS B HEro. A 3aTeM Kak
pebOEHKa IOOHSI Ha PyKH, npuxkumas K cebe. Ctaso 9yTh 1erde, HO 3yObl BCE PaBHO BEIOMBAJIM YEYETKY.
BmecTe co mHo# [Jan 6yKBaJIbHO CTAapTaHYJ BO OJBOPELI.

Hap ronosoit pa3gpak€HHO KapKall BOPOH.
4l BIenuiIach B €ro BEJIUYEeCTBO, KaK B cIlacaTeJIbHBIM KpyT. YTo nmpou3ouuio?! Kak MeHs 3aHecyo B BoOy?!
- A r-r-rme Kopabnu?.. - pacTepsiHHO mpobiesia s: - Ha Hac ke Hamanmu!!

[TomHsB TOJIOBY, OLIEHUJIA CXKATYIO YesIioCTh [laHa ¥ UCKPHI B I'jIa3ax... JIamHo, B IPUHLMIIE S MOTY U
IIOMOJIYaTh.

- Kakue kopabnu?! - B3peBes ero BeaIudecTBo: - YTo TH 3a0kbla y Boasl?! C yma counia?! Kak He
3axnebuynace, uguotka?! Ila ecnu Ov1 TeOs PeliB He HAIIEN, CKOJILKO OHI THI eI€ mpoexkana?! ¥V tebs... y
Tebs... - OH aX 3apbIxancs. A cmorperna Ha [JaHa BO Bce riasa: - [la unu K jememy, Mapro!

MeHs maxke 3HOOUTH IepecTasno. HamyBimcs, 1 yTKHYIaCh €éMy B IOOMEIIIKY ¥ 3aMojTdyasa. XOTsd... B
caMOM [ienle, Kak s1 oKa3asach B Bofe?..

BynTo BCcneImKoOU npumiino oco3Hanue: Mupa! IlpoknsaTtas geBuonka! 'oBopumna xxe MmHe Kocca, 4To C
HaBSIMU HYKHO OBITh OCTOPOXKHOM. A 5 mo6exkaja... IoHecnach!



CBUHIIOBEIE TY4YM BUCEJIM HaJ MOpPeM, HO Oypu He Obviio. f mepeBesna B3rsa Ha Illax-A1eH - ABOpEI CTOSI,
ITpeKpacHHIN, KaK U Ipexkae. Huuero He CIy4YunoCh. BEIgoXHH.

OTCcTynuBIIMH OBIIO XOJION BEPHYJICS, TpoOupas Oo KOCTeN. 3aMeTHUB, YTO MEHSI BHOBh TPSICET, [laH
B3JIETEJI 110 JIECTHUIIE BBEPX. YKe uepe3 MUHYTY MBI OBITIM BO ABople. [Togo3Bas ciykaHOK, UMIIepaTop
HaIpaBUJICS B MOU IIOKOH.

IanbHelIIee CIUIOCh B OQHY CMa3aHHYI0 KapTUHY. MeHs pa3fgenu ¥ YKyTallu B ofiesina, HO 03HOO0 He
TIPOXOMUII - OH TOMBKO YCUJIMBAJICS. { MEITaach KpU4aTh, HO TOJIOC He ciyInancs. Xonona. Kpyrom ogux
xoJon. Y KoHIIa ¥ Kpasi eMy He BUIHO...

[IpocHymnacs s, KOrfa COJIHIIe y2Ke BOBCIO 3aJIMBaJIO CIIajlbHIO. MalnHanbHO yopasa ChIphle BOJIOCH CO J16a
u ornsiHynach. Hukoro. [TpocThiHM OBITH BIIaXXKHBIE OT II0TA, HO BBIIE3ATh M3 KPOBATU MHE HE XOTEJIOChH.
CmMIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3alIOMHUJIACh IIPOIeAInas Hoyb. TeMnepaTypa [0JIT0 He ITajaa - s CHbIIana, Kak
pyranuck Mapu U OBOPLIOBBHIY JIEKaph 10 3TOMY HOBOAY. [Ipyroi, KctaTH, Jekapb. He Muctucmnas.

CmabocTh elné mpaBuia 0all, HO B IIeJIOM, s [aXKe YyBCTBOBajla Ce0s YeI0BEKOM.

I'me-To B TOCTMHOM XJIOIIHYJ/Ia ABEPH, @ Yepe3 CeKyHAY B KOMHATY BoIlyia Kocca. 3aBupmeB MeHs, OHa
pasyneibanack. Boobiie KHsIKHA ObIJIa TAKOH... TOOO3PUTEIFHO CYACTJ/IMBOM, UTO ST HEBOJIBHO YJIHIOHYJIach
B OTBET.

- Kak TBI? - KOCca mpucesia Ha KpoBaTh: - [10J0KOu HEMHOI'O, CKOpPO mpubymeT AleKcaHapa, OHa 3alMETCs
TOOOIA.

- AnekcaHpapa? - youBunacs 1. HoBeiii nekaps? Ho 3auem?

- Hy ma, maTtymika moero xkeHuxa! OHa cuuTaeTcs IydIIuM jieKapeM B MIiepun, XO0Ts JaBHO yXKe
ocTaBUJIa IPakTUKy. [Ipu OBope eé 3HanMu Kak Arekcanapy CBETIIOTOPCKYIO, MOXKET, THL CIbIIIana?

51 n3ymMnénHo BeITapaluiach Ha KHIXHY. BriBlias ¢aBopuTka uMneparopa BeceBosopma?! Marty1ika eé
JKeHHUXa U Mydinni nekapb B UMmniepun?!

T'ocmomu, uTo oHa 3a6rnlna B [lax-ArieH?!

- Muct BepHYJICS B CTONIHIY, IIO3TOMY AJIeKCaHApa pellinja IpuexaTh, IPUCMOTPETh 3a HaMH, -
paccMesiach KHSKHA, BUOUMO, ITPOYHUTAB BOIIPOC B MOUX T'Jla3aX, - [laH He IIPOTUB - Y HUX XOPOILINe
OTHOIIEHHUS C AJIeKC.

Yxe c Anekc?.. AX fa, OHa Ke IIOTeHIIMajibHas CBEKPOBb. BOT TONBKO MeHS BCTpeYa CO CTOIb BaKHOM
TIEePCOHOM COBCEM He pamoBasa! MaTh riaBe TallHOM KaHIENIApUU U aBopuTKa BeceBomoma! V HUX,
HeOOoCh, ellé u od1me netu obtu!

CnoBoM, MeHst 6ynTo cobupasach meuuts Enu3aBeTa Bropas!
Crom. O6uue metu?! A MucTHUciaB y Hac 4acoM He?..
OTa MEBIC/IB Olllapallnjia HacTOJIBKO, YTO s He cpa3y paccibimana Koccy.

- He mepexkuBaii, AneKkc - 3aMedaTeabHast XXeHIUHa. B CBOE BpeMsi OHa 0YeHb IIOMOTIJIa MHE pa300paThCs
B ce0e, OTIIYCTUTh 3JIOCTh Ha MATYIIKY... - €€ TOJI0C Ha MUT OPOTHYJ, HO KHSKHAa OBLICTPO BEpHYJIa
npexxHuy TOH: - KctaTu, Mapro, ss HEMHOTO He TIOHSJIa - KaK ThI OKa3ayachk B Boge! Hexenu Ha Tebs
Hamnanu?!

Oii! 'oBopuTh Kocce, 4To BOmIpeKku €€ 3ampeTy s mobexana 3a Mupoii, He XoTesoch. Ho Kakoil B JaHHOM
ciydae BEIOOD? [Ipumiock MPU3HATLCSA M paccKa3aTh IIPo Kopabiy, KOTOPHIX Ha CAMOM [iejie He OBbLIO.

KusixkHa 60JbIlne He YJ'IBI6aJ'IaCB. OT Cepbé3HOl"O B3rjisifga C AIBHBEIM YKOPOM 4 MEOJIEHHO IIOII0JI3JIa 10O
omgeso.

- 3HQUUT, BCE K€ OyX MMaMsTH... - IOTIHYJIA A3BIYHUIIA, - BUTHO, IPU KU3HU ¥ 3TOM MUPHI OBIT HE CAMBIN
JIy4IIui xapakTep, pa3 oHa Tak 0003nmunack. A Kopabnu... 1 qyMaio, 9TO BCero JIUIIL BUIeHUue. Mupa
BTsIHyJIa TeOsI B MUT CBOETO ITPOIIIOr0, BO3MOXKHO, B MOMEHT CBOEHM CMEpPTH.

- Ho mouemy s moTepsina co3Hanue?

- DHepTUsi CMEPTH - OJHA U3 CaMBIX TSIXKEIBIX B MUPE, - B3[OXHYJIa KHS2KHA, - @ €CJIH CMepPTel ObIJI0 MHOTO,
TO Jake BUIEHUS [aloTcs Heynerko. Tpucra net Hasag Mneprs o6CcTpernsiia 3TU 3eMJIU U3 IIylIekK.
Ckopee Bcero, Mupa noru6ya UMeHHO B TO BpeMSI.



MHe oCTaBalIoCh TOJIBKO XJIONHYTH cebs o y10y! Hy koHeuHOo! 4 ke ynTasna 06 3ToM. UMIepIs IPUIILITH B
[ITax-AI1ieH IO 3alIUTON OT MOJIHMM, KOTOPYIO CO3[anu 1lepKoBHUKYU! Bypsi He MpUYKUHMNIIA UM Bpeda, 4YTo
TIO3BOJIUJIO TIOJOMTH BILJIOTHYIO K ABOPIY. [la yX, MEeNUCTBUTEJIBHO - TSIXKEJas CTPaHulla UCTOPHUM.

- Ho uTo et HyKHO? - 3aAyM4YHUBO ITPOM3HECIIa KHIXKHA: - He MPOCTO Ke OHa KPYTUTCS BOKPYT TeO0s,
Mapro.

- He 3Hal0, - OHSJIa MOAYIIKY ¥ MOIIPaBUiia, YTOOB MPUHSTEL CUAsTYee TOJIOKEHNMe, - CHadyajla OHa 3BaJjia
meHs B [Ilax-A1ieH, a cefigac BOT pa3BJIeKaeTCs.

[TousiTh OBI €I11€, YTO BeI0 MUpPY - HEHAaBUCTD HJIM 3J1asl JeTCKasl I1ajioCTh? A MOXKEeT, OHa XOTeJjla II0Ka3aTh
MHe 3TOoT Mur? Ho Kakasi CBsI3b MeXKay MHOM U TOM cTapoy 6orHel? [TapmoH, HO 5 BOOOIIE U3 APYrOro
mupa!

- Hapo xxpmaTh, Korfa OHa MOSBUTCS CHOBa, - moagbiToxkuna Kocca, - Ho Mapro, Hafieloch, TH IIOHSJIa BCIO
OImacHOCTh HaBei... [loxkanyiicta, OyOobp OCTOPOXKHA M 30BU MeHs. 51 Hanuiry 6paTy, CIPOLIY IIPO OyXOB
naMsaTu. XOpoIo?

CMyIIEHHO KUBHYJTIA, IPO cebsl peIruB, YTO 3BaTh TOUHO He Oyoy. XBaTUT UCIIOIb30BaTh KHIAXKHY,
OBOPSIHKY, KOTOpasi u 6e3 Toro MHe moMmoria. HeT yk, Mapro, maBa# cama! I'maBa TaliHOM KaHIEISIPUU
maxke Ky4KH Ielljla He OCTaBUT OT I'IIyIo# (GPENIuHLI, €CIH C eT0 OParolleHHON HeBeCTON YTO-HUOyIb
CIIy4YUTCS.

- OoGpoe yTpo! - HoOBOe JIUIIO B CIIalbHE MOSIBUJIOCH MOYTH 6e33By4YHO. 2KeHIIMHA C 0CaHKOM KOPOJIeBH U
IIMKAPHOM pyco# Kocou. ['omy6oe miaThe C BLICOKUM BOPOTOM, 3aKPHITOE U MPUTAJIEHHOE, OBIIIO IBHO HE
MOMHEIM, HO CH[IEJIO uoeanbHo. Bo3pacT He3HAaKOMKH 3aMep I'Ie-TO MeXIy TPUAAThI0 ¥ COPOKa.
BrnpoueM, He HE3HAKOMKH - CXOICTBO C MIUCTHCIIaBOM OLIJIO OYEBHIHO.

To ecTh, el KaK MUHUMYM 3a OaTbhaecaT. YTo cka3aTsh, Bay!

- O, Mos1 moporasi, Tel TOXe 3eCh, - OHa 6e3 COMHEeHUI 00HsIa HEBECTKY U IOIe/IOBalla B IEKY, - HE YXOIu
maneko, s Te6sT 0CMOTpIo!

- Oa Bpopge MucT YZ&Ke OCMOTpPeJI, He Hy2KHO... - CTyIlIeBaJIaChb KHsA2KHA, HO KEeHIIINHA KAaPTHUHHO 3aKaTUuJla
TI'JIa3a:

- Benukast 2KuBa, Kocca! Hy uTo MHUCT CMBICTTUT B JK€HCKUX Oesnax? W moToM, 3Hal 1, KaKUM 00pa30M OH
ocMmaTpuBaTh Teb6s mo6uT!.. BOH, CyAs Mo I[BETYIIEMY BUAY, ITEpef OThe3I0M 3a0CMaTpPHUBa BCIO!

V KHSIZKHBI 3aMETHO ITOPO30BEJIM CKYJIHL. ¢l TUXO IIPUCBHUCTHYIIA - HU4Yero cebe, 1ekapb, BCé ycrer!

- 9%, rme MOu MOJIOAbIe IOl - XMBIKHYIa AlleKcaHapa, HabJiogas 3a HEBECTKOM. 3aTeM ITOBEPHYJIACh KO
MHe: - 30paBCTBYH, MaprapuTa. 51 MHOTO cibimana o Tebe... MoXelllb Ha3kBaTh MEHS 110 UMEHH,
ArnekcaHOpou.

Eé croBa 3acTaBUIM HaXMYPUTHCS.

- Muoro cnsrmanu 060 MEHe? CTpaIlrHo OpeacTaBuTh, B KakoM Kiroue! - Kasaruust CBeToropckas
MOSIBTISIIACH IIPU [BOPe, Ha Moel NaMsTH, pa3a [IBa UMM TPU. MBI CTalKUBaNIuCh, HO ITIOYTHU He
pasroBapuBaiy, a ceddac B JI00, 110 UMEHH...

- Huuero cTpairHoro, 060 MHe XOOUJIK CIIyXH U TTOCephe3Hee, - paccMesinachk OHa, - BceBomop
pacckaseiBal. ITocie aToro MmocTyIKa s BooOIIe 3apeKiach C HUM OOIIAThCA... AX [a, T, HABepHOe, He
3Haelb. Ecnu XBaTUT CMENIOCTH, Homouau K [IJaHUMUPY U CIIPOCH, ToueMy TeOsI OCTaBUIIU IIPHU OBOpE.
MoxeT, pacckaxeT. [I09ToMy Thl MHE ¥ 3alIOMHHJIACh, YTO CyOb0a... TOXoxKas.

3-3-3, B cMEIcTie - mouemy?! M3-3a Onbru! Ho HacMemnuBEIi B3I OBIBIIEN (AaBOPUTKYM 3aCTAaBUII MEHS
yCOMHUTBCSA. Ecrmu oHa ob1anach ¢ MorudIimuM UMIIEPaTOPOM, TO ei BCSIKO BupmHee. binuu! Hy uTto 3a
TaHBl Magpuackoro neopa?!

Kocca B oTBeT 03aa4yeHHO I10XKaja njie4aMu.

- JlagHo, maBay 51 Te6sT IOCMOTPIO, - CIIOXBATUIIACh KHSTHHS, - ThI IIOKA PAacCKa3biBall, KaK CAMOYyBCTBUE,
YTO IPUKITIOUHUIIOCE...

[Tocme TaKOTO 3HAKOMCTBA MHE HE OYE€Hb XOTEJI0Ch TOBOPUTH €1 0 Mupe, MOTOMY 51 OTPAHUYHUIIaCh
KpaTKUM: yIajia, OYHyJlach B BoOe, 3apaboTaia nepeoxiaxaeHne. AjleKCcaHapa KHUBajla, IOJI0XKUB OIHY
PYKy MHe Ha 100, BTOPYIO Ha I'Pyb.

Ox, JTamHo - 3ps A HeJooIleHUBaJla XOPOoIInuX Jekapei! CmaboCcTh MTHOBEHHO CIIalia, a TOPJIo MepecTaio
camHUTL. BHYTpUM mocenumack TErKOCTh, Pafu KOTOPOU 51 OblIa TOTOBa OOHATH KHATHUHIO-TeKaps. [IpaBaa,
CJIOBHO B KOHTpPACTe, AJleKCaHIpa BCE CHUIbHEe U CUJIbHEE XMypPHJlach. DTO 3aMeTHIa He TOJIBKO 5, HO U



Kocca.
- Anekc, - mo3Baja OHaQ, - 4YTO-TO He TakK ¢ Mapro?

- He ¢ Mapro, - Mpa4YHO BhIflalia XXEHIIWHA, BEIIPSIMIISSICh, - @ C MO3TaMHt y OOHOro nHauBuma. CemeiiHoe
CXOOCTBO, MaTh €ro, Ha JIuio! MaprapuTa, THL... Thl 3Haelllb, 4T0 OepeMeHHa?

A? Yto?!
- B xakoMm cMmrIicie?!
- B psiMoM, - X0X0THY/1a AJleKcaHOpa, - CPOK YK IIOYTHU [IBa Mecslla, KaK He 3aMeTuna-To?

Kak-kak... [Tocye momafaHusi B 9TOT MUP ¥ MeHs ITIOCTOSTHHO cOuBaJsIcs ITUKIL. [IBa MecsIia... [TonydaeTcs,
Mackapazn? Hy Toru4YHO, OpPyroro BapuaHTa He OBIIO.

A-a-a, ma Kak Tak?! MHe moKa3ajaoch, He3HaKoMell ObIJT aKKypaTeH B 9TOM IIjlaHe. Ara, OBaxKOhI.

- MoxeTt, BBl oMOINUCH? - 51 C HaeXKIO0M MOorJIsgAea Ha KHITUHIO. M ITOHsa, 9YTO Ha MEHS CMOTPEIH C
OTKPOBEHHOU KaJIOCThIO. FCHO-IOHATHO. B/IMH, 4TO 3a MINMOHEI TaKUe OepbMOBBIe mouuiu?! Mor He
HacneguThb, a?

- Tel... - Havaya AnekcaHapa, Ho BOpyT o6opBaa cebs: - 3Haellb, TH IT0KA IPUXOAU B ce0st, Habupaics
CHJI, a [T03KE€ MBI TOrOBOPUM.

... YKe 11032kKe MeJIbKHYJIa MEIC/Ib, YTO B3T/sO Y He€ Obll cTpaHHBIM. Kak OynTo s1 He 6epeMeHHa, a
Heusneyumo 6ospHA. Ho g He mpepmasna 93ToMy 3HAYEHUS.

OT aBTOpA: X3UITET aXTYHT, IBe OepeMEeHHbIEe TEPOUHU
51 XoTesa mpenynpequTh Cpas3y, HO MMOTOM PEIuiia, YTO 3TO CIOMNJIep

[TosTOMy eciu 4TO - MOKHO KMHYThH YeM-HUOYOb HETSIKEIBIM U He 4uTaTh XD

Becnw menb g mpoinexaia, Tasaasa B MoToMoK. Crracu0o AmeKcaHape 3a CTOJIb "IPOOYKTUBHEBIN" OTOBIX.
Kusarunus npomnucania MHe OTBaphl M IIOJIHEIM MOoKoM. Ho Kako# moko#, 6/11H, ocjie e€ HoBocTen?! 5
KPYTHUJIaCh 110 KPOBATH, TO ITPOBAJIMBASICh B OPEMY, TO co3eplasi Mmebenb. B pegkue MUHYTH CO3HAHUS
MYYHUTENbHO AyMasa. YTo Teneps menath? EcTh nu y GpeduHbl TPyIoBo#M goroBop? I1010KeHE M1 MHE
mekpeTHble? Kak HUKAK, TPEXJIETHUHN CTaXkK paboThl!

Pa3ym ckenTudecku mmokKasajl MHe ¢pury. B maTpuapxanbHOM Mupe peGEHKa OOMXKEH COfepkaTh Iarallika.
A ecnm manamka oKa3aJicsd KO3JIOM... 9YTO 3K, He moBe3J10. Kielimo rynsiei u 3aj1eéTHOM aeBwl Tebe Ha 100.
Ho u3b6aBnsatecs oT peb€HKa, KaK HaMeKaJjla AjleKcaHapa, ObIJI0O OTKPOBEHHO KaJIKO. A 3aMyX...

Ha BeIrOOHYI0 KeHUTHOY DpeinnHa, ga ellle€ He MepPBOM CBEXKECTH, PaCCUYUTHIBATL He Moria. Mou
"Kostern" dalile CTaHOBUJINCH COOepzKaHKaMM, II0JIy4aiy XOPOoLIre IOOapKy U OeHbI'Y, U Tops He 3Haiu.
XKe... B poInoi XK1U3HU Y MeHsI He OBIJIO ¥ IIOJIOBUHBI TOM POCKOIIIH, II0O3TOMY XBaTaio. Ko Bcemy
nmpouyeMy, Mbl ¢ MHeC cuuTanuch OpubINKEHHBIMU KHSIKHEL. TO €CTh, HaC CTapajiiCh He TporaThk 1 BOOOIIE
- BCSTYECKM yroxkpaaTh. 160 mapa C/I0B Ha YIITKO BEJIMKOM KHSIXKHE - M XaMOBaThIM KyadEép OTIPaBIIseTCs
IpoYb U3 ABOPIIA, a HOBasl KOHAUTepCcKas Ha CIlacCKoU ynulle IoydaeT 3aKa3 NpaBsIlleil CEMbH.
Peknama, MHTPUTH, IIOOJIOTH - HAIlle BCE.

Hab6nronas 3a cyetoit Bokpyr, Onbra TONbKO B3AbIXajla, HO IPUHUMAJIA 3Ty YacTh Urpkl. K ToMy XKe, Ml
HUKOTTIa He UTPaii TPOTUB Heé. Pa3Be XK 5 MOTJIa MOTYyCTUTh, YT00 K Moel OJIIu TPUIIET KPUBOPYKUH
macrep?..

A Temepns 6epeMeHHOCTD... HaBepHoOe, mydllle cHavasla IoroBOpuTh ¢ MHec. f mMOHSTHUS He UMeTa,
TOJI0KEHO i ppeiinuHam "6epemeneTs". Ha Moe# mamsiTu GBIJIO mapy ciydaeB. OOHa BCE-TaKM BHIIIA
3aMy’K 3a IPUABOPHOTO, OTIAa peOEHKA, a BTOpPas OCTaBUJIa Yafio B POOUTEIILCKOM IIOMECThe U BEPHYJIach
BO mBopell. ITo MOHSATHRIM IIPUYUHAM, 3TH BapUaHTHEI MHE He mmoaxomuiu. Ho 6wl elié oguH...

[TopyyeHue nMnepaTpuIlsL.

B mocnemHem nmuchMe OHa SICHO HaMeEKHYJIa, YTO JKejlaeT BUAeTh Jnu3abeT Ha TpoHe. Eciu mHOCTpanka
MMOKOPHUT [laHa, s IOJIy4Yy XOPOIIy CyMMy. Takyio, YTO CMOT'Y BEIKYIIUTEH HEOOJIBIITYI0O KBAPTHUPY B CTOIUIIE
¥ OTJIAaTUTH HSHEK [Jist peOénka. I1o KpaifHel Mepe, Toma Ha OBa-TPU.

Ho BO-TIEPBHIX, Ha CIIOKOWHOM KU3HU MPUOETCS HOCTAaBUTh KPecT. Bo-BTOPEIX, Dnu3abeT majieko He B



daBope. Cyns 1o Iy4UCTHIM, TOYTH PAaJUOAKTUBHEIM yJIbIOKaM [laHa, eMy riIyGoKO mjieBaTh Ha HEBECT. A
eIll€ 3Ta UCTOPHUS C BO3MOXKHOM ITOMISTHKOMN OT SI3BIYHUKOB...

"Brimyctute MeHs"

¢l HeBoIBHO B3IPOTHYJIa U pacnaxHyJsa riasa. Mupociasa! Kak TaM cka3as 1ekaps?.. BmeliatenbCcTBO B
pa3yM, KOTOPO€e 3aKOHYHJIOCH, I'Py00 IroBOPsi, COPOCOM CUCTEMEI? SI3BIYHUK-MO3TOIIPaB, KOTOPHINA XOTeJl
3anporpaMMHUpPOBaTh OEBYIIKY Ha AelcTBue... Ha Kakoe gericTBrue? Y KakKoW SI3BIYHUK B CIIAJIbHE Y
IapCKOM HEBECTHI?!

[Ma yX&, HEYOUBUTEJIPHO, YTO TJlaBa TaWHOU KAHIEISPUH OBINT B TPOCTH!

KakuM-To 06pa3om sI3LIYHUK TPOOpajicad MUMO YeJISIoN U CIIy?KaHOK MWPOCIIaBhl, a ITOTOM
OecpensiTCTBEHHO MOKWHYJI ClalbHI0! ITO B 0XpaHsieMoM-TO IBoplie. KpacoTa, HU4Yero He cKaXellb.

A ecnu B crenyromuii pa3 3JI0yMHBIIINIEHHUK HAIPABUTCS IPSIMUKOM K UMIIEPATopy?

CBecuB HOTH C KPOBATH, s HEYKIIIOXKe BcTasia 1 mobpena B aymi. CirabocTu He OBIIIO, HO IIOCHEe HOIr0ro
JIeXKaHUST MEHS CJIerKa IIITOPMUIIO. 3BaTh CIyKaHKY B IIOJIHOYH 5 HE CTajla, caMa OOMBIIAaCh IIPOXJIagHON
BOIOM U openach noTteriee. [1o-xopoIIeMy, CTOMIIO HOXKOATHCS Pa3pelIeHus JekKaps, HO MHE A0 CMEPTH
Hafoeso nexaTh. M maxke HEYJIOBUMBIN SI3BIYHUK MEHS He HCITyTrall.

JTa HOYB OKa3zajlach SICHOM U Temsoi. C MOps, KOHEYHO, ITIOAAYBalio, HO s 3aKyTajach B IIYOKY U
HacJjaXgaaach MOMEHTOM. JIeTOM 34ech OBIJIO TTOTPSICAIOIIE - COTHEYHO U COBCEM He OYIIHO. 4 ¢
HacJlaXXOeHHueM BTSHYJIa BO3OYX, MaXHYIINN COIbI0 ¥ CBEXKECTHIO, U CIIyCTHUJIAaCh K Oepery.

BomHa nackasnacek K HOraM, HO S JIUII OTOIIIA IOfabine. XBaTUT, OOUH pa3 "mpomMouniia HOXKU". B Moém
HBIHEITHEM II0JIOKEeHUH HeJlb3sl TUTh, 6051eTh U 6eraTh Kak IICUXOBAaHHOMU II0 ABOpLYy. 11 HepBHUUYATEH TOXe
HeJb3s.

ITonmHBIN O3€H.
Hy u Begpo poMalIkoBOI'O Yas Ha BCAKUU CIIydau.

HasepHoe, s eIll€ He MOHsA, YTO 6epeMeHHa. TpaBsiHbEIe OTBAPH 00JIafaIl XOPOIINM TaKUM CedaTHBHLIM
a¢pderToM. A BOT KOrfia UX OENCTBUE 3aKOHYUTCH...

Brpouewm, mydie He gyMaTh 00 3TOM.

B Tuxo# manuke s moOparachk OO yTEca M Hadaja BOCXOXK[EHUE 110 AePEeBIHHEIM CTyneHsIM. CKaJibl
PacIIOIoXKUJIINCE C IBYX CTOPOH OBOpIa, ma u caM Illax-AlleH CTOsI/I Ha Bo3BhIeHun. Ha Geper Benu Tpu
JIECTHULIEI - IIeHTPpaIbHas, II0 KOTOPOU S CIIyCTUJIACh M OBe 4UyTh 10OJasb OT ABOpLia. Ho Bo3BpamaTsCcs B
[ITax-AmieH s1 IOKa He 2KeJjaja.

Y HampaBuach B OPYTYIO OT ABOPIIa CTOPOHY.

Ecnu npoiiTu 4epes3 3apociii, MOKHO HaTH POBHYIO IIOJISHKY, C KOTOPOM OTKPHIBAETCS IIOTPSACAIOIINY BUL
Ha Mope. A 3a 9TOoM ITONSIHKOM, B CKaJjie MMeeTCs Ielllepa - uaeaibHoe yOeKHUIe OT OOXKIOA 1 OypH.

Mmue 6e3yMHO XOTeJIOCh 3aKPHITh I'Ia3a, HO s He Moria. TaM, B TeMHOTe, GuImo 1eTo. KaxeTcsi, KOHeI]
aBrycra. Heckomnbko Hemens cBoGomasl. He st MeHst, it Hero. M HOYM B OTHSIX ITJITaMEHU, B3JI€TABIINUX [0
Hebec...

MHe [oniro moToM He BEPHUIIOCH, UYTO Hax n XOJIEHBIN mecapeBud BO OBOPIIE - OOWH M TOT 2K€ YEeJIOBEK.

- Ecniu s1 HU4ero He myTaro, ¥ TeOs MOCTEJIbHBIN PEeKUM, - TTOCIIBIIIANICS HEeAOBOJILHBIM T'0JI0C. 3HAYUT,
ryia3a BCE-TaKu 3aKphiiia. M OTKpHIBATh HE CIELINIA - BOPYT IOMEPELIUIOCh?..

- Puta! Kakoro snemrero Tul BcTajna?!
He nmomepemunocs.

- BB cTO neT He Ha3bIBaJIM MeHsI PUTOM, Ballle BeIMYECTBO, - YOUBUJIIACH 51, OBICTPEHBKO IIEPEBOIST TEMY, - C
Yyero BOPYT TaKue MepeMeHBI?

HmnepaTop, HArIo 3aHABIINN MO0 YyIEeCHYIO IIJIOIAanKy, TOIBKO YCMEeXHYJICH.
- TeI cTO NTEeT He Ha3bIBajla MeHs [laHoM. BcTpeuHBIM BOIIpOC.
OM...

- Balre Benim4uecTBO, 1 HUKOTa He Hal3kiBajia Bac [laHOM... - ¥ He yIOepKajach, - B JIULO.



HarnocTs - BTOpoe cyacTbe, Mapro. Ho 4épT mobepu, 3To MO€ MecTo namsiTu! Kakoro xpeHa OH 37eCh?!
He pacrepsiBince, 1 BCcTana psagoM ¢ KMIIePaToOpoM, TIyOOKOMBICJIEHHO CO3epliasi MOpe.

- O, BOT 3TO HOBOCTH, - OCKaIuiCs [JaHuMup, - 1 gyMall, 3a rjla3a Thl Ha3bIBaellb MeHs: "0e100phICoi
CKOTUHOH, KOTOpas IiepeTpaxaja II0J OBOplia, U IPUKUALIBAETCS XOpollueHbKoui". Y kctatu, HeT. He
IIOJIOBHUHY [IBOpPIIA.

3-9-3... Kakoii-To cerogHs gJeHb MeXKIOMETHM.

- A 4TO, GOMBINIE? - KADTUHHO U3YMUJIACh 51 M TpuUKycuna ryoy. He Harne#. Tebe u3 Hero eé neKpeTHLIEe
BHIOMBATH!

Haun 3aMep, a TOTOM MEOJIEHHO U C IBHO HEXOPOIINMHK HaMEPEHUSIMHU ITIOBEPHYIICA.

- 3Haermb, Mapro, mu60 TH 6eccMepTHass MaTepb Benukoro, 160 s He 3Hal0, YeM OObSICHUTEH TBOIO
mep30CTh. BEmopoTh OB TEOS, Ma TOJIPKO COBECTHL HE MMO3BOISET!

l'ocmmopou, 4TO 3a BapBapckas cTpaHa! 3a nmpaBay - u nopoTh?! Kyma s momana?!
IlaH 3acToHas, KOrHa s BEIJIOXKUIIA - TOYHee, 00JI0KUIIa er0 CBOUM BO3MYIIIEHHUEM.

- Put, mpocTH, KOHEYHO, HO THI IOCTAaJIa, - PA303/IUJICA uMIepaTop u... [Iputsauayn meHs K cebe. U Bce. U
ecnu 6 ceriuac npuOHIIN Kopabiu ¢ nymkaMy, s OBl pa3Be UTO [T0Ka3ajla UM CpeqHU Iasell.

LlenoBaThCst HEXKHO U JTaCKOBO [aH 110 ompeneneHuio He yMmesl. OH BTOPTajcs B IMYHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO C
YBEPEHHOCThIO TaHKa ¥ CTUCKHUBAI B 00BATHUAX. 91 HUKOTTIa He Oblla IeBOUYKOU-IIBETOYKOM C [POXKAIITUMHI
KOJIEHKaMH, HO HAIlOp UMIIePaTopa... IPUBOOUII B PaCTEePSIHHOCTE. ¥ Tepsijiack, ¥ 3a CEKYHIy 3Ta JIaBHUHA
HaKphIBaJjia C TOJI0BOM. YéPT ¢ HUM, CO CBOOOMOM - TUIlb OB pEGpa He cromait!

- Na-a-a-aH, - IPOCTOHAJIA 51, KaK CMOIJIa BOOXHYTh. [10 maBHO 3a0BITOM IPUBLIYKE. MEI YaCTO I1€JI0BAJIUCE,
Korga Obimu oguu B Ilax-AteH, M KaXXOHW pa3 eMy IPUXOOWIOCh HanoMuHaTh. Kak ceiyac - ero
BEeJIMYEeCTBO CMYTUJICS ¥ XBaTKy ociiabun. Ho 11e70BaTk... 11eJ10BaTh He IepecTail.

OpHO¥M PYKO¥M OH HpPUKUMAJI MEHS K TeNy, a APYTYIO 3allyCTHUJI B BOJIOCH], HE MaBasi OTCTPAHUTHLCS. B
HallleM UMIIepPaTope SIBHO yMep NepBOCTaTeWHHIN MaHbsiK. OH 1IeJI0OBajl HAllOPUCTO, KaaHo, 6e3 BCAKOHU
CKPOMHOCTH BTOPTAsICh SI3BIKOM B MOM POT. HpaBUIOCh MHE WM HET - €ro KakK OyATO He BOJIHOBAJIO. A 4TO
OnI710 camoe Oecsuee - MHE HPaBUJIOCh.

Tonpko ¢ur BaM, Ha3bIBAETCS.

51 ynépnachk 1amoHSIMU B €r0 TPyAb, YYBCTBYS, KaK cyMacleie ObETCS ero cepaie, U yKycuia 3a ryoy.
Ho kaxertcs, TonbKO pa3os3nuia. [laH mo¥Maa MOX 3allsCThs U CBEJ 3a CIIMHOMU, a ero 3K KOCHYJICS
MO€TO0... B 00II[eM, 3aTKHY/TH MeHs TpodeCcCHOHaTbHO U HAOJITO.

- aH, - m0o3Bajla MUHYT 4Yepes... HaAllaTh, KOrga Mbl YCIIOKOUIUCH. £ IoJIoXKuIa rojioBy eMy Ha IJIedo - U
MyK4KHa OOHSII MeHs, CJIOBHO 3aKpHIBast OT BETPQ, - OTKya TH Y3HaJ Ipo 3To MecTo? Hameén?

Ha mMur oH CI0BHO ImepecTall OeIlIaTh - T'PyOdb 1100 MOMMHU ITaJIbYUKaMU IIOOHAJIACh U 3aMepJia. OcTaBuB B
IIOKO€ IIYTOBUIlY Ha KaM30JI1e, 4 IIOOHsIa I'OJIOBY.

- [ToueMy THI HUYETO He paccka3zaja? f Tpu roga BUAESI CTPaHHBIE CHBEI C HArIou GppeiIuHoM, - MefJjIeHHO
ITPOU3HEC OH, OTBOPAYMUBASCh. B 3TOM Bech [laH - HAUTPAaHHO THEBATHLCS OH IIEPBBIH, a ITOKa3aTh
HacTosILIMe 3MOoIuu - py-by-dy, - 4 mymarn... 1 gymas, S noMerandbi. M TOnbKO He3agoJro 4o CMepPTH
OTIIa 0 MEHS AOIIJIO, YTO 9TO ObLIM He CHHL. [louemy, Puta?

[Touemy-mouemy. IToromy uto B [Ilax-AmnieH MBI ObUIM IIPOCTO MYKYWHOMN U KEHIIUHOM, @ TOTOM... [ToToMm
TEI OKa3aJICs HacCJIEHHUKOM IIPeCTola B APYTOl CTpaHe U APYTrOM MUpE, a f... HUKEM.

- A pa3Be He sSICHO, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO? - XOJIOMHO O0TO3Bajach f: - Bac ygapuiu mo rojI0Be, BB IIOTEPSIIH
MaMsTh U OBLIM KparHe MOO03PpUTENIbHEL. Bel 6€3 Toro He moBepsinyu MHe. CKaXu 5, UYTO MEL... - TOCIIOIH,
B3sJ1a ¥ CKa3ana. U He HyXKHO may3! - 4To MBI JTIOG0BHUKY, Bhl OBl CKOPEE PEIINIIH, YTO S TTOIb3YIOCh
MOMEHTOM. Pa3Be He JTOTHYHO?

- Het! - psaBkHYJ OH 1 maxe noBepHYJCS. MoHapx rHEBaJCS U, CYOs IO NPUIIYPEHHBIM I'Jla3aM, COBCEM He
LTy TIIUBO: - TOJIBKO UOUOT HE 3aMETHJI, KaK 51 CMOTpe Ha Tebs!

OH nopuenusn MeHs 3a HOJIGOpOI[OK, He OaBasi OIIYCTUTL I'OJIOBY. Bnpoqu, U He COﬁHpaJ’IaCL.

- Yro XK caMM He IIOIOIINHN B TaKOM CJIydae? - I3BUTEJIbHO IIPOM3HECIA, HO B OyIlle yKe He CKpeOInch, TaM
BOJIKOM BBIJIH.

- IIpencTass cebe, mocTecHsIcsa. He 3ax0Tes OeByILIKY B AyPHOE IOJIOXKEHME CTaBUTh! JIydine OB



IIOCTaBUIIL... B APYTroOe NOJIOKEHUE.
§ yxycuna ero 3a MO4Ky. BoT IpocTo IOTSHYJIachk ¥ YKyCHJia, YTOOE 3aTKHYJICS. XBaTUT. BELIIO U GBLIO.

BOHpeKH CBoeM xke JIOTHKE, g4 KOCHYJIaCh 1"y6aMI/I YKYIIE€HHOI'0 MeCTa, CJIOBHO U3BUHASACE. 3arem ero IIIeKH,
KOHYMKa I'y0... ¥ MHe 6e3yMHO IIOHPaBUJIOCh, KaK OH YacTO 3aAbllial.

A nmotom [aH mogxBaTUJI MEeHs Ha PYKU.

- Tlopa cmaTh, - XpUIIZIO MTPOGOPMOTAIl UMIIePaTop, - ¥ Tebe HeJIb3s [MOJNIro Ha BeTPy. EIé mMpOoCTHIHEeIIb.
KcraTu, a nekapb paspemnia Tebe BCTaBaTh?

4 6raropasyMHO peluiia IpOMOI4YaTh.
I'maBa 12. IIpominoe

MOXKHO COenaTh BUMO, YTO HUYEro He ObJI0. MOXKHO NOTEPSTH HaMsTh UJIM He OyMaTh O MPOIIIOM. MOXKHO.
Ho cHEIL... oT HUX He cOexXXaThb.

Tsixkénas romoBa, BaTHas. f efBa IMOOHSNIACE C TOPSAYEro recka. MeHs cierka IoATalllHUBaIo, HO
KaxeTcs, 0001Iock 6e3 mepenoMoB. 51 MTOMHMJIIA OLIYIeHNe MafieHusI, 3aTEM SIPKYIO BCIBIIIKY H... BCE.
TemHoOTA.

OTpSAXHYBIIUCH OT HAJIUIIINIETO IIeCKA, S IPUJIOKMIIA JIaJOHb KO 10y U orjsimernack. [la yX&, eciu 3To pawu,
TO KaKOM-TO IpsA3HOBATHIM. Beper yTomnan B TUHE, IPeBECHOM Kope u o0JjioMKax. [Ipoifs HEMHOrO, S efiBa
He HaIlopoJiachk Ha OCKOJKU. HaBepHo, cymnoBas Tapenka... ObiBllas. HaKJIOHUBIINCE, IOBePTejia YePENKY B
pykax. AH HeT, omubIach - TIUHSIHBIN TOPIIOYEK, B KOTOPOM IPUHSTO 3alekaTsb eny. KopuuyHeBkI, C
TOHKOM POCIIUCHIO Ha I[BETOYHBIN MOTUB...

HeCMOTpSI Ha BCe HaJeXhbl, TOPIIIO0OYeK POBHBIM CYETOM HUYETro He IIPOSACHHAII.

Becr 6eper 6n111 3aBasieH omoOHOM KpacoToi. [ladbocHble CTYyNbs C U30THYTHIMU HOXKKaMU, II0OUTEIE
Ccynp00U U KU3HBIO, KYCOUKHM KENTOM OyMaru, KHUTH, U OCKOJIKHM, OCKOIKu. CTEKJI0, TTOCyAa, BO3MOXKHO,
YTO-TO mazke OBbIJIO Ba30i... YKe o6paboTaHHbIE MOPCKOM BOITHON M HE OCTPRIE, HO ST BCE PAaBHO
ropanmoBajlach, UTO [loexasa B Keflax, a He ClaHIlaX. Beqlb cllaHIIBI MOTJIU CIIEeTeTh, KOTa MHL... KOTia MEI
yIanaud B IPONacTk...

Moa3r, Kak KOMII BpefHIOIIel OyxXraaTepIny, Bhoaa CHHUN 3KpaH. MlHOTa 51 mopakajachk ToOMy, Kak
TEXHHUKa CO3ByYHA C XO3sIMHOM. BOT IMpoTHUBHAS TETKA 110 XapaKTEPY - ¥ KOMII ITOCTOSTHHO "neTen". Ay
BTOPOI - OYyKBaJIbHO CHU[IEBIIIEI HATIPOTUB - BCE paboTano oTAuYHO. M XeHIrHa Obljla CIIOKOWHOM KakK
ymaB. A rmaBHOe, OlHA HapTHUs KOMIIOB, OOHA HaunHKa! BOT Kak Takoe 00BbSICHUTD?..

TonpKO XapakTepoM.

S meperpy3unach HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO KapTUHKA He m3MeHusack. [lobepexne, 060JIOMKHU U HU-KO-TO!
MoxeT, aBapusi MHe mpucHUIack? Ho ecnu 3To COH - TO Kak 5 37ieCh OKa3ajachk? He, 6eper mpocTo UK,
Jla3aThb-Hellepea3aTh, ¥ KaKue-TO pa3BaJIMHBI CBEPXY UMEIOTCS - BCE Kak s 11061110. Ho ecTh ogHO 60JIbIIIOE

HO"...
YépT mobepu, Kak?!

A ecriu MeHSI TOXUTHUIN M HaKadalu KaKOU-HuOynb ragoctreio? Unu st monana B Auumyc [mpubop,
repeMelanoiui B Teno npenka. Cepus urp: Assassin's Creed] u ceiiyac Joi2KHa pasrafiaTh 3arajky
Beka? XoTs He - 011 AHUMYycCa pa3BajuHbl He XapaKTEPHHL.

3anpokuHyJa rojoBy, faxke Ha HOCOYKHU BCTasa, YTOOH! OIeHUTHL pa3BanuHel. [I0TOM nepeBesa B3rJIAL Ha
nobepexbe - XM, TaM KakK MUHUMYM ycangb0a uiau TeaTp, Hanpumep. CIUIITKOM YK BeIy Oji 0OBIYHOTO
moMa HeTUIINYHEIE.

Pa3BanuHbl MeHS He yOUBUIM - B A6xa3uu OBINIO ONMHO Takux. Ho cama cutyanus... cTpaHHasl.

CMmapTdoH HarIoTanacs BOOL U COOX, KaK TOT TPYI Ha nmobepexkbe. Ha 3TOT pa3 mOXOOHJIO A0 MEHs
mosbinie. OHO ¥ MOHSTHO - yAap, HMajsilee CONHIe... TPYH B KycTax. 51 MOATPEITHYIa KaK KOIIIKa 1
PUHYJIacCh K 3apociisiM. He BoHSIET, ma 1 MyX He OBIJIO - MOXKET, 2KUBOH emIé!

B mpyroii cutyaruu s OB YaC KPYTHUIACh BOKPYT "Tpyma', HO ceyac MHOM BEJ cTpax. CTpax OCTaThC
OOHOM Ha 3TOM CTPaHHOM IIsTKe, 6e3 TenedoHa U MaleiInero MOHITUS CUTyalluu.

MyxuuHa. briouguH. B mopBaHHOM py0axe U MIMPOKUX OpumKax. CBeKEHbKUH... B CMBICTIE €CITU
TIOKOMHUK, TO HemaBHUM. bnuH, PuTa, 4TO 3a MIOXOPOHHLIA I0MOP?!



{1 ocTOpPOXKHO NTOOHSAA €ro PYKy, IoIlylasna IIyjJabC ¥ efBa He nopuperayna. 2Kusou! [Tynsc pegkui,
cnalkbIi, HO OB, ¢ MOmBITaIach PACTOPMOIIUTE €T0 H...

Hwuduero. He oTo3Bancs. Kak nexkan 6peBHOM, Tak u IIpopmosikaia. MeHsT BOPYT oxBaTuiia naHuka. HeT-Her,
OaXke He myMal yMHUpaTh y MeHs Ha pykax! HecMoTps Ha cTeHY "cjierka TEMHOBATOI0" :oMoOpa, MyKUHUHY
CTaJI0 OTKPOBEHHO XKanko. Kpacusreiid... HaBepHoe, KO3E PeIKOCTHEIM, OHM OOLIYHO TaKHe KPaCaBUYUKH,
HO...

HTak, uto 1 ymeo? Huxepa s He ymeto, Ha B2K]I B yHUBepe OTKPOBEHHO crajia. Maccax ceppaia?
HckyccTBeHnHOe OpixaHue? BiuH, s Bcerma yrelnasa ce0s TeM, uTo ['yri o pykoi, a ceiiyac... [laxe
WHCTPYKLUIO He HauTu! U cJI0BHO M3eBasich Hago MHOMW, OJIOHAWH HavaJl CHHETh, a TPYOb OOJIbIle He
IIOgHUMANach.

Hapo gto-TO cmenaTts, Mapro, Hago!!!
W mou nagoHU ONYCTUIKUCH Ha €T0 TPYOHYIO KIIETKY.

4 TonmkOM He MOHSJIA, KaK 3TO npou3oImo. Ha KoHYrMKax mmajblieB 3aBUOpUpPOBalia 3HEPTHUS, a B
CIeOyIOIIUN MUT MYXKYUHY 3aTpsiciao. OXHYB, S UCIIYTaHHO OTIPRITHYNIA. YT0o 3T0 OBINIO?! 1 2Ke TOJIBKO
MaJlIeHbKUU UMIIYJILC ITocaal

A MeX manblleB BCIIBIXUBaAJIM CUHHE MOIHUM...

EmuHCTBEHHAasT IpUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOU s He yIajia B 0OMOPOK - GJIOHAMH OTKPHII I'1a3a. [I0JTHOCTHIO
YEpHBIE, CIIOBHO 3all0JTHEHHEIE HOYHOM MTJIOMN.

- I'me PeiiB? - BmacTHO mpou3Hec oH. OT HEOKHUAAHHOCTH 51 He yAepzKajaach Ha HOTAaX W PyXHyJa lepen HUM
Ha KOJIeHU.

- YT0? - cipocua xpumnso. CTajo CTpalllHO, YTO MOPO3 II0 KOxKe npobdexkan. M 3To B TpUOLATUTPAdyCHYIO
xapy!

- I'me Mot Kamo?
A-a-a, aTo Open! A rima3a? Heyxenu Kakasi-To 60Jjie3Hb? MaMOUKH...

HeuTo 4yépHOE IIPOHECIOCH MUMO MEHS ¥ yOapuio 6JIOHOWHA B TPYOb. A CIIEAYIOUIHUYA MUT €To rjla3a CTajlu
ronyoeiMu! OGBIYHEIMY Y€JI0BEUECKUMY IIa3aMu!

DTOT0 0Ka3aJoCh JOCTATOYHO. TO JIX OT IIIOKa, TO TX OT HEXBATKU CUII IIpOoBaInjiaCh B TEMHOTY.

Korpa ounysack - pe3ko, HEPBHO, CJIOBHO KOIITMap IIPUCHUIICS, COJIHIIE y2Ke KJIOHMJIOCH K 3aKaTy. ZKapa u
He gyMaja CIlafiaTh, HO C MOPS TSHYJIO CBEKECThbI0. MenbKOM OTJIsifiesia ce0s - CBET/IbIe OXKUHCH U
KpacHas 6echopMeHHas GpyTOOIKa, HUYET0 He U3MEeHUI0Ch. TOIBKO KeIbl CTOSITA PSIIOM, y HOT.

Pa3sMuHasi 3aTEKINKME MBI, S PAaCTePSHHO OrJIsTHyachk. KaxeTcst, Halll Helo-TPYII BCE XKe 0XKUIL. 4
TOYHO He Iajjajia B 0OOMOPOK Ha JIEKaHKY M3 BETOK U JINCTHEB, HAKPHITYIO CBEPXY IIEPCTSIHBIM OfESIIOM.
Kak BIipoueM u KocTpa psAOOM CO MHOM He OBITIO - 60mporo, pripyaliero uCKpaMu B TEMHEIOIIUY TOPU30HT.

A ecnu yX COBCEM ITPUOUPATHCS, TO B ce0s 1 MPUIIJIA He Ha IIJIsSKe, a Ha BO3BHIIIEHHOCTH, HEHAIeKO OT
pasBanuH. Hego-Tpyn mazke IMOJITHKY OT BETOK, OCKOJIKOB U KpalHe MO03PUTEeIbHEIX KOCTEeH OYUCTHIT!

Co6cTBeHHO, a Kyna oH meicsa? Cyns o KOCTpy, Bpome yIinén HegaBHO. Ho ¢ur ero 3uHaet, MOXKeT, OH
TMOYETHBIN KOCTPOBOU B MECSITOM ITOKOJIEHMU U TOTOB XKeYb B J1I000€e BpeMs U JTII0001 MECTHOCTH.

Ho c gymu cinoBHO KaMeHb cBanuics. Cnasa Bory Berxun!

- ITpuBeTcTByI0 T€6sT, Mapro, - MPOM3HEC 3a CIIUHON TOHKHUU JEeBUYUH TOJIOCOK. Tako! HEHABUCTHO
3HAKOMEIH I'0JIOCOK, YTO S CHadaJlla IOAIIPHITHYJIA, @ IOTOM 3a03Uuparach B IOMCKaX 4ero-Hubynb
TSAKENOTro!

Tonvko HOJIXBa‘IeHHBIﬁ GYJ'IBI}KHI/IK oKas3aJicsi 0eCIIOJIe3HBIM. ,[[eBqua, KOTOpasd IMpuxXoagnujia KO MHE BO
CcHax, OBLIa... IPU3PAKOM.

-C BO3BpaAllleHHuEM IOMOH, - y.TIbIﬁHy.TIaCL OHaQ, a ... 1 He CPa3y HalllllaChb C OTBETOM.

- Kyma?! 9T1o He moii mom! TwI KTO Takas BooOIIe?! - MOOMPHITHYB Ha [IBE JIallbl, I HEBOJIBLHO ITOMOPIIUIACH.
CnabocTb He mpoIlya He J0 KOHIIA.

IIeBO4YKa BECEIIO paccMednach:



- Het. Tenepr 3TO TBOU O0OM. £ CTOJIBKO JIE€T XKfaja, a celdac... ceudac MoJIy4Yunocs! 3HauyuT, BpeMs
IIPUIIIIO. A TaM, - OHAa MaXHyJa PyKOH B CTOPOHY Heba, - TeOst 6omnbire HeT. Thl yMepia. Pa36umacs.

- Yro?.. - KOorma moJIynpu3padHas qeBodka coobiaeT Tebe 0 cMepTH, CTaHOBUTCS He 1o cebe. Kaxkercs, s
HUKOTHa He 3a0ymy TOT MUT Ha[ IIPOIACTRIO... - TaM - 3To rae?

- Oi1, Hy coBCceM-coBceM paneko. He 3gecs. 4 Mupa...

U GombIrle 0Ha HUYETO He CKalana. [IpuBedyéHHas IIyMoM, 51 IOBEPHYJIACh K Jiecy, 4YTOObl yBUIETH
3HAKOMBIHM HEO-TPyIl. BecbMa GOApPEHIi, HaO0 3aMETHUTh!

A meBoYKa McYe3sJa.
- Jit! - KpUKHYJ MyXK4YWUHa, IPUBJIEKas MOE BHUMaHU: - O4HyJsach?

KusHnyia, 06xBaTuB ce6s pykamu. BroHouH nopommén 6/iuxke U oKasacs, Kak s ¥ [pefnosiarana, KpanHe
IIPUBJIEKATEJILHEIM.

- 3amép3na? - ¥ ¢ HEeKOTOPOU may30#: - Tl BOOOIIE TOHUMAEITh MEHS?

T'oBOpPUJI OH IO-PYCCKH, HO B peYU CKBO3UJI KAKOW-TO HEIOHATHHIN aKlleHT. Y B3rnan MHe He ITIOHPaBUJICH.
XOJIOOHBIN, OIIEHUBAIOIIUA. ..

- TlonuMaro, - BEIDOXHYJIa, OTOOBUTASICh KaK MOXKHO [aJjIbllle, - ThI KTO TaKO#?
BrmouguH coeran mar HaBCTpedy, a ... S MOIMSATHIIaCh.
- IIaH, - oH HaXMypuI OPOBU, HO BCE XKe OCTAaHOBUJICS, - Ha3kiBall MeHs [laH. He Goiicsa. Kak Te6st 30ByT?

HagmiBait MeHa?.. "A uTo nipocTo [aH, a He Ballle BEJINUECTBO, - AN0BUTO TogyManock MHe". Hazmo Toxe
BHIIEHAPUTHCA. HanpuMep, Ha3bIBaiiTe MeHs KOPOIeBou Mapro!

- Puta.

- Xopormo, PuTa, - oH pa3ynsibancsa. M-ma, cyns 1o o6assTenbHOM yIEIOKE - TOYHO KO3€7. - Kak TBoé
camouyBcTBUE? Huduero He 601uT?

9-3, Bpoe M3 HaC OBOUX OH yMHpaJ, a He 4.

- CHOCHO, - OTBETHUJIA, NO-IPEXKHEMY He ITPUOIUKASCE, - @ ThI?

- 3amMeuyaTtesnbHO. [laxke yOUBUTEILHO, YTO... THL HaBepHOe JieKaphb, Puta? OTKyma ThI 30eCh?
Jlekaps? OH U3 KaKOTO0 Beka?

- HeT-HerT, g nporpamMmmucT. MoKHO CKa3aTh, JIeKapb TEXHUKY, - HATIHYTO paccMmesnachk. Tonbko [lan
IToKauas roJIOBOM:

- ITporpammuct? Hukorga He cibiman. Tl U3 SI3LIYHUKOB... Ha4YaJl OH, HO IIpepBai cebs. [ToueMy-To
IIOCMOTPEN Ha MOU PYKU M IIOKadaJl TOJI0BOM: - HeT, He a3pr4HUIIA. JIeKaph TEXHUKU... B CMEBICJIE MEXaHUK
UM MacTep?

MHe OBl 3aIyMaThCs, HO 9TO XK f... 4 U3YMJIEHHO IIPUHSNACH PA3bICHIATL €My IIPO TenedOHbl, TafsKeThl U
KOMTIHL. [laH BHUMATEJIbHO CyIIal.

- Tol MHOCTPAHKA, PUTa? - TUXO OCBEIOMUJICS OH: - ¢l He YBEpPEH, UTO MIPaBUILHO MTOHUMAalo Te6s1. CBI3b
MeXKIY OPYT OPYTOM Ha PACCTOSIHUY - 3TO COOOIIEHUSI-BECTHUKY, KOTOPHIE OTIPABISIOT SI3BIYHUKY, a
MeCTO MH(GOPMAIIUY - BEPOSITHO, apXUBH 1 0ubuoTeku. Ho 1 HUKOTOa He CJIBIIaJjl, YTOOHL... 9TO OBITIO
KaKuM-TO 06pa30oM B3aUMOCBSI3aHO.

Hy-y, napansnens oH TpoBEN BepHO. To eCTh, CYTh MYXKHK YJIOBUJI, HO... KAKWE K YEPTSIM BECTHUKHU C
si3piyHuKaMu?! [Touemy [aH BooOIle He cibllIan o TenedoHax?

BcmoMHMIKMCE HEIaBHUE CJIOBa Ipu3paka. CoBCeEM-COBCEM HAIeKO... HO YTOOH HAaCTOJIBKO?!

- Boxe, s meiCTBUTEIBHO HE 3HAI0, I’Ie HaX0XKYCh, - OT OCO3HAHUSA s IpUcCea Ha JIeXKaHKY, - Y MeHS...
9Ta... KakK e€... aMHe3us!

Han IIPU3HaHUA HEe OLIEHUII.
- THI TOJIPKO YTO Ha3Bajla CBOE UMS.

- Y ut0?! - OT BO3MYIIEHUS 5 MOAIPHITHYIa 00paTHO: - BriBaeT BpeMeHHass aMHe3us! 4 MOHSATUSA He UMEIO,



Kak 1momnarsa Ha 6eper! OcranbHOe - TOMHI0. M 4TO 3TO 3a MeCTo?

- [IpoknsiTEle 3eMiIH, - HeBecesio oTo3Bajsics [laH. KaxkeTcs, MHe BCE-TaKU IIOBepUsIU. - MBI HaXxoouMcs Ha
ore Benukoi CeBepHo¥ Mnepuu, Ha TEPPUTOPUHU OBIBIINX SI3BIYECKUX BIafleHU. PaHbie 3TH 3eMu
Ha3bpBaiuch KasxkectsoM [Ilax-A1ieH - 10 Ha3BaHUIO ABOPIIA.

- A-a-a... - rIyGOKOMEBICTIEHHO NToTsHyNa 1. Hy Mupa, Hy nonapuch Tel MHe. O TenedoHax 30ech He
CIIBIIIAH, @ MHI Ha 1ore MUMnepun. Ax mapaoH, Ha ObIBIINX SI3BYECKUX 3€MIISIX.

Mot MO3T YCUJIEHHO IILITAJICSI CBECTU KOHIIE, HO OHU He CBOOUJINCH. MOXKeT, g nolaja B KaKoi-To
HEU3BECTHBIM UCTOPUYECKUM nepron? [IpuKOIbHO, KOHEYHO, HO... BLITAIIIUTE MEHS IozKajyicra!l

- A moyeMy 3eMJIH IPOKJISITHIE? - OCTOPOKHO CITPOCHIIA 51, PEITUB ITOKa MoT4aTh o cebe. - U Kak TH
oKazajcs Ha Oepery?

- Kopabnekpyienue... - [[aH MOMOPIIUIICS U MAIIMHAILHO KOCHYJICS 3aTHIIKA, - HO BCe PAaCCKa3kl IOTOM,
Hago o0paboTaTh MUYL U MOECTh.

U TombKO ceiiyac s obpaTuiia BHUMaHKe, YTO B OJHON PyKe Y Hero MEpTBas IepHaTas TYIIKa, a B APYTowu -
Y3€eJIOK M3 IJIaTKa. YX Thl. B y3esike HaIINCh HECTIeNble, HO BKyCHBIE I0JI0KW, MaJInHa, KPYIHAA U
TmoMsITas U ajbldya. Y MeHs axX TJjla3a 3aropesuck. [JaH 3aHsAICS TYIIKOMH, a 5 - srogamu! CrecTb. Bcé.
ITonHOCTRIO!

IToka cupmenu, [laH paccka3kbiBan mpo Ilax-ArmieH. [leckaTh, 3TO OBIJIO MECTHOE CBOOOTOTIOONBOE
KHSKeCTBO. [I[pyrue s3bIYeCKre KHSIKeCTBa CTajli YaCThio UMIIEPHH, a 3TH He 3aXoTennu. KpoMe TOro, OHU
Blamenu MUDUIECKON CUJION MOJIHUM, YTO CHJILHO MeIllaJio 3axBaTy. Ho B UTOTe MMIIEPIIBI PACCTPENIAIN U
BRIpe3aiu Bcex mofel B [llax-A1reH, a MOTOM OPYKHO HETOYMEBAJIH - YTO K HUKTO CEJIUTHCI-TO B 9TUX
3eMIISaX He XKenan!

- Oa yx! - He ygepzKasach s, BCKOYHUB: - ITO II0Ka3aTeIb TOTO, YTO MOHAPXUS - omubouHas ¢popma
npasneHusi! Pagu KaKoro-To HaclemHWKA II0JIOXKUIN Ty4dy Hapoda! Uouotuam!

- Y BoBCe HeT, - mapupoBan [lan. Ha 0KpoBaBIeHHYIO TYIIKY B €TI0 PyKax 5 cTapajiacb He CMOTPETE: - TH
3HAaeIb PO TAKYI0 BeIlb, KakK MoJuTHKa? [Ipu BCcel BIaCTH MpaBsIiedl CeMbH, MOHAPXUS - 9TO IeJIBIH
WHCTUTYT, BKIIOYAIOIINH MUHUCTPOB, apMUIO, apUCTOKpaTuio. Ho mpexke BCcero, HaCIemHUK ABJISIETCS
TUITOM cTpaHbl. CUMBOJI, €C/IU TaK MOHsTHee. Bo-MepBrIX, caMo YOUUCTBO IlecapeBruya - oKa3aTelb TOTOo,
YTO MOXKHO 000HTH camMyio JTy4ITyi0 OXpaHy, a BO-BTOPHIX, €CJIH IlecapeBuyda JIeTKO YOUTh, TO JIETKO
3aXBaTUTh U IPUTPAHUYHEIE CEJTa, U ABoper. OHU XKe T'YMaHUCTH], @ TYMaHUCTH He MCTST. f He OTpulalo,
YTO BBIIIJIO U3JIAIITHE KPOBaBo... Ho ecnu Hallu MpeiKy IMOCTYIUIM TaK, 3HAUHUT, IPYroro BEIXoHa He OBITIO.

OT ero oObsiICHEHUH g 03afadeHHO npuMosikia. HeT, MoxkeT B wéM-To mpaBaa Orlyia Ha cTopoHe [laHa, HO
elllé C YPOKOB UCTOPUH 5 MIOMHUJIA: "BOMHA OIpaBakrIBaeT BCE". 9To ¢akT. M Bcerma OLIJI0O MHOT'O TeX, KTO
IIOJIb30BAJICS TEHbIO U coOJla3HaMU BOMH.

[IpomoikaTh TeMy He 3aX0TeI0Ch. BMeCTO 3TOr0 st MIOKOCHUJIaCh Ha IOYMUBIIYIO IITUILY.
- Kak Tebe ymaéTcs? - He BeImepzKasa, Habmonas [JanoM. PacmoioXuB AuYb Ha OTHE, OH YIIBIOHYIICS:

- 910 yXe nsATas skcnegunusi. Hayuumncs. B nepBriil pa3 Most peaknus 6blJ1a HAMHOTI'O 9MOLIMOHATbHEN
TBOEH. [laxke B KyCTHI IIPUIIIJIOCE... JIQHO, XM, He IIPU OapPBIIITHIX.

Bpe,uHo XMEBIKHYJIa, HO MTHOBEHHO o,uépHyna. Mue n KPOBATKYy CHeJlajiv, U IIOKOPMUJIY, XU PA3BJIEK/IH, A A
TOJIBKO CHXKY aKH KOPOJIEBHUIIIHA.

W 1uTe nocie sarof 3ax0TejI0Ch HeCTEPIUMO.

- Moxer, g peuky nouIry? PsaoM nec u TOPH - TO-TI000MY HeajeKo eCTh PeKa WIU Pyden.
- He HyXHO0! - oTuero-to ucnyrancs [laH: - He BonHylcs, PeliB npuHeceT BOOy.

Peii?

- Mo BOpOH.

PeiiB meiicTBUTEIBHO NMPUHEC QJISATY B OBa pala Oosblie cebst, TaKyo TIKEJIEHHYI0, YTO S HEBOJIBHO
IIOCMOTpeEJIa Ha BOPOHA C yBaxkeHUeM. [lake BEI3BasIaCh II0XKATh €r0 ITUYHIO JIATIKY.

PeliB BeIma CBOE exuOHOeE: "Kap" U ImepesieTesl Ha MO PYKy. boxe, oH HacTOAIMI YMHUYKA!
- OH coBceM py4HOU!

- BoBce Her, - pacxoxoTasics [laH, - OH TPOCTO CTAPHIN XPHIY, KOTOPHINA 000KaeT MOJIOOEHBKUX U KPACUBBIX



OeBOYEK.

PeiiB drermaTuuHO KapKHYI (KJISHYCh, 3By4Yalio ¢ U3OEBKOM!) 1 npuxkancs K Moei rpynu. biorausa aToT
sIBHO KapTUHHBIYN KeCT He IOpafgoBal M OH Pa3fpakE€HHO OBIKHYJI Ha BOPOHA.

YrapaiiTe, KTO OB MOEM CaMOM JITACKOBOM M MOC/IYIITHOW 3BEPIOIIKOM BECH BEYEp?..

3a yxwuHoM [aH paccka3saj, 9To y 6epera [llax-AmeH nx KopabJib BCTPETHUIIA TPO3a U CTPAHHAS, TJIOTHAS
obIMKa. HecMOTps Ha ONBITHYIO KOMaHIy, BCTpeYH CO CKajlaMM He yhaanoch u3bexkaTb. Mol ToOBapHII 10
HeCcYacThIo Jaxe He MMOHSJ, KaK ynaa ¢ Kopabis u ouytuncs Ha 6epery. K cuacThio, HOX y Hero ObLI
IIOSICHBIX HOXKHAX, a ofesiyio u Qusiry ¢ o0110MKOB Kopabis npuHéc PeiB. Huuero cebe nTuila-BEIpy4Yamka,
KOHEYHO!

ITOT XKe BOPOH 2KeCTaMU II0Ka3aJl X034HNHY, YTO BEI2KHMBIIINUX Ha Kopa6ne HeT. U 4 BUOena, ¢ KaKuM
ycuinuneMm IaH rOHUT TSIXKETble MBICIH, HerI/IHy}KJIéHHO 0oJITast co MHOH.

f TouHO IOMHHIIA, YTO 3achllajia OgHa, HO YTPOM BIiedaTaslaCh CIMHOU B IIJIOTHOE, IIOATSIHYTOE MYXKCKO€e
Teno. M mpomomnuana. B ToM, 4TO HUYEro He OBIIO, I HE COMHEeBaslach, a pagu Telja - He Xkajnko. Ho... 4
COBpY, €CNIU CKaxXy, YTO 3Ta IleJIoMyOpeHHast 6JIM30CTh COBEPIIIEHHO MeHs He 3afiena.

OYHYBIIKUCH OT CHA, KaK OT KOIIMapHOTO BUOEHUS, I BCTPETHUIIAa PAacCBeT Y OKHa. [I7maKaTh XO0TEnoCh, HO
y2Ke He TJIaKaJjiock. f maBHO Obljla HE TOM, YTO TPU I'ofa Ha3aj, ¥ 3TO OCO3HAHKE OCTPO KOJIOJIO B CEPALE.
HeT Gosblile HaWBHOM, BECEJION M HATJI0OBAaTOM OEBYOHKHU, BUYEpaIlHel CTYIeHTKH.

Bripocmna.
Yro XK, IOpa BO3BpAIaThCAd K HEBECTAM - 00I3aHHOCTH CBaXyW HUKTO HE OTMEHSIJI.
I'naBa 13

Ha 3aBTpak y MeHs Oblj1a 9amika Kode - TOCHIJIFHEIN OT CBaXM yzKe TaHI[eBaJsl mof OBephio. HacTpoeHnue ot
3TOT0 He YIyYIINUIIOCh, 3aTO K HEBECTAM S BHIIIIA 60APOM ¥ TOTOBOM K 000poHe. CEeTOmHS K MOEMY BULY
Ob1I0 He mpuApaThcs. CoepKaHHBIM MaKHUsIXK, KPYIHBIE JIOKOHBI, COOpaHHBIE 3aKOJIKOM Ha 3aTHIJIKE, U
moporoe IiaThe. 3aK0NIKy-0a609Ky, yKpallleHHY0 OPUIIMaHTOBOM KPOWIKOM, MHe nmomapuiia Oniy, a 3a
IIaThe 5 B CBOE BpeMsi OTHajla Tpu roHopapa. CupeHeBasi TKaHb CTPYHUJIACH IO TEJIy, OT/IMBasi KPOBABO-
KpacHBIM. [IpuTaneHHoe, C BHIIIMBKOM IO PyKaBaM U KOPCaXy Ha CTapopycCcKuil maHep. [lmeun Obn
OTKPHITH], HO B M€PYy, a BEIPE3 KaMeIbKOM CIIyCKaJCs K JIOXKOMHKe. BCé 1e1oMyagpeHHo, KOHEYHO, HO...
no¢paHTa3upPOBATh MOXKHO.

[To# ity 4TO TU ¢ TUMUPOM HOTYJISATH, YTOOHI IIJIaThe He IIPoIlafaio?..
CrioBoM, BHITTISITENIA 5T HE Xy2Ke IeBOYeK-apuCTOPaTOK.

T'ocTuHas HEBECT OTYET0-TO HAIlOMHUIIa MHE MeCTO 3arosopa. FMi60 geByIIIKY CTOIMUIIUCE BOKPYT
EkaTepuHH! - TJTaBHOM 3aBOAWIILI, U BHUMATEJIBHO CyIIanu. f yOUBIEHHO IOKOCHUJIaCh Ha CBaxy, OHaA -
MpPaYHO - MEHS.

- IInm OBl BEI OTCIOOA, MaprapuTa, - TUXO IIOCOBETOBasa oHa. Ach? 91 HeqOyMEHHO OOHsJIa OPOBb, HO
OTBETUTDH CBaxa He ycmeja. [[eBYIIKU OTIUIINA OPYT OT APyTa ¥ BIEPEQ BhIIIA OJIOHAWHKA AHU.

BepHee, maxke BEICKOYMIIA, IIUIIS OT HETOOOBAHUS.
- [TocmoTpuTe, Kakas BeICKOYKa! He mocTecHANach ABUTHCSA K HaM I10OCJie BCEro!

- [locne gero? - yrouHuia ciokorHo. Kak g moHsma, oT AHM MOKHO XKAaTh KOHIIepTOB. [IpaBaa,
IIoBefleHUe OAPYTruX HEeBEeCT MEeHs TOXe 03apaunio. OHU He BMEILIUBAJIUCh, HO CyOs II0 JIUIaM -
nmonmepKuBanyd AHUM Ha BCe CTO.

- la Kak ThI CMeellb, Mep3aBKa! - pa3bapuiach geBylIKa, CKuMas KyJjlaKu: - BceM U3BeCTHO, KOMY THI
corpeBaellb noctensb! M He CTHIMHO MMIlIepaTopy OBLIO IPUCHATh K HaM... K HaM CBOIO ITOTaCKyxy!

[ToTackyxa B pedax gBopssHKU? Kak mumo. IToGopHUKY MOpaiK BO ABOPIlE IIPUIIIM OBl B 9KCTa3. A ke
TOJIBKO B3[IOXHYJIA.

- [To3BonbTE CIIDOCHTH, Ha YbHUX K€ CIIJIETHSAX Y BaC TaKHue BEIBOTEI?
Mowu HageXael, 94TO OEeByLIKa IIOOCTEIHET, HE COBLIIMCH - OHA aXx KPAaCHBIMHMU IISiTHa IIOIIJIa OT APOCTH.

- Bac Bunmenu HOubIO, BMecTe!!!



Katocs, mmocsie aTo#t ¢ppa3sH s pacTepssiack. Bugenu? Ho nosnsiHKa B KycTax He3puMa AJis gBopua. A
cuenuanabHO MCKaia ¢ 6anKoHa - HUYero He BUOHO, OOHM 3apociu. U maru, u CBeT JaMibl MBI OB
3aMeTUIN u3Janeka.

3HA4YUT, CIUIETHUILI JaBUIX Ha "aBoCh". Y MO0 pacTepSIHHOCTh, K COXKaJIeHHUIO, CKPBITh HEe yYOasloCh.

- Yo u TpeboBanoCh JOKa3aTh! - 37I0pagHO MOTSAHYIa AHU: - Tel 0OBIYHAS IIITI0XA, KOTOPAasi BOJIOYUTCS 3a
MMIIEPaTOPOM B HafeXae YPBaTh KyCOK. YOupaucs 1 He TOSIBISHCS Ha MOUX T'1a3ax 6oe!

I'my0oKO BHOXHYJIA U BEIIOXHYa. Hamoerno.

- Het. Bonee Toro, a1 3aKPOIO I'/la3a Ha 3Ty BCIIBIIIKY, €CJIX Bl BCIIOMHUTE O MaHepaX U CBOEM cTaTyce BO
oBOpIIE. BYIIYH_II/IM IIEPBBIM JIEJHW HE IIPHUCTAJIO U3BbACHATHECA KaK IIbAHUIIAM B Kabake.

- Het?! - B3BU3rHyna PocTuciara, 3a KOTOPOU 51 MBICJIEHHO 3aKpeluiia "KaHapeuky" - 3a TII000Bb K
XKeéntomy: - Thl, KazkeTcs, 103abbiyia CBOE MecTo, 6e3ponHas ¢ppeinuna?!

HagBepnoe, TonpK0 Inu3abeT He CMOTpEa Ha MEHSI C OCYKIOEHHUEM - HO BO3MOXKHO, OHA ITPOCTO HE
IOHMMaJla JeTajiei.

- Ho MaprapHTa IIpaBa, - C 3aMEeTHBIM TBépJIbIM aKII€eHTOM IIPOMU3HECJIa MHOCTPAaHKa, - AHn ILefICTBHTeHBHO
BemeT cebs HemOCTOWHO. MaprapuTa, - yKe MHEe, - Y BacC.. POMaH C eT0 BEeJINYeCTBOM?

OTpuuaTenbHO TTOKavalia ToJI0BOM, YeM elré 6osbiie B30ecuna AHU.

- Ax THI!.. - ara, ¢ppeiinuHa Hemaneékoro noepenus. Ho Auu, cynst mo nmpodeccruoHaaTbHOMY MaTy, TOXe
HeOmu3Koro. ['msas Ha e€ IMMOKpacHEeBIIIee TUII0, ST BCEPhE3 00eCIIOKOUIach, KaK OBl IEBYIIKY yOap He
xBaTui. OCMOTpesiach, B3sijia CO CTOJIMKA CTaKaH C BOMOM U MJIECHYJIa HEBECTE B JIUIO.

B 3asie Boapuiachk NONroXKAaHHas TUIIMHA. CBaxa MMOKOCHUJIaCh Ha MEHsI... KaK Ha CMEePTHULY U OOUYKOM-
00YKOM IIOTI0JI37Ia K ABEPH.

- Mens HazHauun uMmneparop. OH ke B IpaBe MeHs yBOIuTh. OOpamanTech K HEMY.

41 He 3HAaMO, MOYEeMy He OTKa3aJiaCch U He yuuia. I[1pocTo... Yoerats KaXKObli pa3 Mo IeTdKy TUTYJI0BaHHOM
KypHuIIbI?.. OOaK HUKaKUX HEePBOB He XBaTUT, a Y MeHS IeHbI'W UMIIepaTPUIILl U UMIIepaTopa B
nepcrnektuse. M peGEHOK.

- 3HaAUWuT, BIe3/a B IOCTEeNIb UMIIepaTopa U pelnia, YTo BCé MOKHO? Bynels oTroBapuBaThCs
HNanumupom?! Hy nps-s-aHb! - cMaxHyB BoAy C Julla, AHKU HalpaBuUiach ObIIO KO MHE, HO...

- Bel BCé ckazany, 6ap0Hecca? - XOMOmHBIN Tonoc [TaHa pa3pgaicsa 6YIITO U3 IIYCTOTHI.

On HpOI.HéJ'[ B CepeuHy 3aJla, OTOPBABIINCE OT CTEHHI. Ckomnbko [laH HpOGBIH 30€Chb U CKOJIBKO CJIBIIIAII - A
Oaxe HaBCKHUIKY CKa3aTh He MOrIJjia. HesecTh TOPOIIJIMBO 3allIpucenalid B peéBepPaHCaX, s, CIIOXBAaTHUBIINCE,
TOXKe.

Anu crnoTHyna. Hy ma, ogHO gesio opaTh Ha GpeinuHy, U APyroe - CTOSTh Ilepel HeIOBOJILHBIM
UMIIEPATOPOM.

- B TakoM citydae, s IPOIITy Bac HEMEAJIEHHO MOKUHYTh ABopen. OTHaiTe MprUKa3 O MOATOTOBKE KapeTH, -
IIOBEPHYJICS OH K CBUTE, 3aMepIIIel B IBePIX.

- YT0? - axHyJla HEBeCTa, a g 3acThiia. HeT. HeT-HeT-HET, OH He MOXKET TaK IOCTYIIUTh!

- Bel pa3oyapoBainu MeHsi, 6apoHecca. M3-3a KaKOH-TO yCTOMH CIIJIETHU YCTPOUIH 6e300Pa3HyI0 UCTEPUKY.
CuwnTaeTe, S MOTEPIUIIO TaKOe TIOBEEHUE OT CBOEM KeHEI? He ToBOps yKe 0 CJIoBax, KOTOPHIE HE
IIPHCTAJIO 3HATh Moiofnoi OapkrimHe! 4 cobupalochk y3HATh V Balllero 0TI, I'e BBl IIOJIYYUIIN CTOJIb
obmmpHOe oO6pa3oBaHue!

IaH He OpBI3TaAl CJIIOHOM, HO TOBOPUJI TaK, YTO AEBYIIIKA BTSAHYJIA T'OJIOBY B IJIe4u. AHM O€CIIOMOIITHO
OTJITHYJIaCh Ha HEBECT, HO OHU MOJTYajIu, OIyCKas ToJIoBYy. M... M psTanu yaeI0KYA 3a BeepaMu.
3mopanHbie yIBI0KE. MeHsT BOPYT OXBAaTUJIO IOOO3PEHUE - a moueMy ogHa Auu B30eneHunIach. Bems 9aTo
ObljIa He urpa - IeBYyIIKa B CaMOM [eJjie CJIOBHO O3Bepena.

- A BHI, Ballle BeTMUECTBO?! - @K MMOOCKOYMJIA OHA: - ['me Bel 00yYainuch, €Ciu IpuBedaeTe JII0O0OBHUI], ITOKA
BEIOMpaeTe XKeHy?!

Teneps yKe xuxukHyna 1. BoT cornacsa! Ha cTo npoieHTOB cornacHa!

- Bac Bumesnu BBEIXOMSIIUM U3 KyCTOB BMecTe ¢ ppeiinuHoi Melepckoii! - mobusa meByliKa, oka [laH
oIlapallieHo Moma4arl.



Bnpoqu, HenOoJiro OH U MoJr4darl.

- Daxe ecnu 6 MeHsI BUIEIN TOJBIM Ha (ppeiinuHe MelllepcKoii, HUKTO He OAéT BaM IIPaBO T'OBOPUTL B
TakoM ToHe, 6apoHecca. Brl He keHa, 94TOOH TpeboBaTh C MeHs OTYET. BoH u3 mBopua. f He XKejalo
6oseie BuaeTh Bac. Hu B [llax-AmieH, Hu B Pycce. Eié cioBo - 1 mepcoHaMu HOH-T'paTa CTaHET BCE Ballle
CeMeMCTBO.

3amo3pnasno mo AHU [OIII0, Ha KOT'0 OHA IMOBHICKIIA rojioc. Cié3bl OPEI3HYIIN IPagoM, Kak I10 3aKa3y - U
HEeBeCTa, 3aKphIBasi JIUII0, CTPEION OPOCHIACE U3 3aa.

- Yro X, HaJel0Ch, OCTAJIbHEIE HEBECTEI OYIYT BHIIIE TJIYIIBIX CIIJIETEH, - HPOPOKoTal [laH, - ¥ Ipexae, 4eM
OpocaThCsi 0OBUHEHUST BCIIOMHST, UYTO Mapro - ¢ppeinnHa KHIXKHBI, @ MOM MAaTyIIKa ¥ CecTpa He OCTaBAT
MeHs 6e3 cornsmartasi. Tak 4To... menanTe BLHIBOOL. MaprapuTa, 3a MHOH.

... [Toka MBI ITJIH 110 KOPUAODPY, 5 YCIIOKanBaja ce0s, Kak Morja. Xopomo, 4To [JaH cKa3ai Ipo KHIXKHY.
Bpome 3By4ano ymoruuyHo. Hy B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, He BEICTaBU ke [laH 6apoHecCy 1u3-3a MeHsI. DTO CMEIITHO!

TeMm Goliee, MHE CHUIIbHO He HPABUIIOCH ITOBefeHue Auu. JIagHO 51, HO YTOOGH apUCTOKPATKa CTHIOAIA
umiepaTtopa?.. 3tTo Kocce 1mo3BojieHo, Kak OyAyIlel poacTBeHHUIIE, a OOBIUYHOM 6apoHecce, faxe He
TepIOTHHE MU KHSXKHE... Emé - MaT u pyradb. DTO OBIIO afiCK¥ HETPABUJIHHO!

- [laH, - BIIOJITOJIOCA IIPOU3HECTIa 1 U IPUKycusa A3bK. YépToB con! Harmna BpeMs paMunbapHudaTh! -
Bepwee, Ballle BeJImueCcTBO, OCTaHOBUTE AHU. [IpuKaxKuTe neKapio e€ ocMoTpeTh. [loxkanyiicta. Hy He
MOZKEeT apUCTOKpaTKa BecTHu cebs Tak!

- Bo-nepBhIX, MOXKeT. Bo-BTOPHIX, TEI IPaBa, HEKUH AUCCOHAHC €CTh, HO... - IPOTUBOpPeda caM cele,
IIPOU3HEC OH, U nobui: - Ho MHe nyeBaTh. ITycTh KaTUTCSA K CBOEMY ITalleHbKE.

M-na. Y Kak meHbru 3apabaTeiBaTh B TakKux ycioBusix?! [Tpumiock o6orHaTk [laHa ¥ 3aMepeTh mepeq HUM.

- A TOMHUTE, YTO Ha OOHY U3 HEBEeCT ObIJIO BO3AEeHCTBUE, HO MBI He 3HaeM, Kakoe! UYTo ecriu Ha AHU TOXKe
BO3gericTBOBanu? B mpomnelil pa3 oHa gaXke He nmucKHysa npu Kocce, a BaM BOPYT pemrnia BEICKa3aThCH.
Hy mHenpaBunbHO 310!

OcranoBuJcs. [IpuzagyMarcs. 3aTeM pa3gpaxkxEHHO KPUKHYJ CEKpeTapio.

- Ctymaii, m0o30BH TalHYIO CTPaXy, IIYCTh COIIPOBOAAT OapoHeccy AHM u3 poma JIyHHBIX K AlleKCaH/pe.
Tonpko 6e3 myma. EcTh nmpennonoxeHue, 9TO Ha OeBYIIKY ObLIO Bo3nelicTBue. HemenneHHo!

CekpeTaps JIUIIb ITOKJIOHUJICS B OTBET U UCYE3 IIOJIYThME KOPUAOpa. A MBI IPOLITH B KaOUHET.
Bupno, pemuB mo6uTk MeHs, [laH ITOBEPHYJ KITIOY B 3aMKe.

- C KeM y BaC CerofHs CBUMIaHUE? - CBeTCKUM TOHOM OCBEOMUIIACH 5, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI TONIOC HE APOKall.
B mocnemHee BpeMs 6/1u30CTh [laHa MeHsI HePBUPOBaa.

- Kak pa3s c aToit Aru. OcBOOOIN IEHB, - XMBIKHYJI OH. DTO TOJIPKO YCUJIUIJIO MOU MTOJ03PEHUS HACUET
BO3meMcTBUA. - Kak TEI ce0s1 YYBCTBYEIID?

- 3aMeyaTenbHO! - BOCKIMKHYJIA, HEe BOaBasich B 00bsiCHEeHUs: - [Tomoxkau, [lan! Baopyr AHu meicTBUTEIIBHO
mopd 3akasaTueM?!

Cka3zana - 4 BeIpyranach. YTo CO MHOU Takoe?..

- IIneBats, - HeOPEKHO OTO3BAJICS UMIIEPATOD, OOHUMAs MEHS 3a TAJIUIO, - OHA y2Ke MHe He HpaBUTCHA. Tak
4TO IIyCTh BAJIUT JOMOMU.

- IaH...

Brimimo xkano6HO. MHe ¢ TPyZIOM yAaBajioCch OepKaTh CIIUHY. f JaxKe YyBCTBOBAJa €r0 3alaX U TUXO
Miiesia B 00baTUSAX. HO 9TOT ITOCTYIIOK... TIOJIYYHUIIOCh OYEHb V2K [IBYCMBICIIEHHO.

- IlaH, geBYyIIKKA MOTYT IIOAYMAaTh, YTO TBOM ITOCTYIIOK CBsSI3aH CO MHOM, a 9TO... 9TO IPOOIEMEI C
penyTanuen.

OH HEOXHUOaHHO paccepouiicHd.

- Ila 3abynp TH y2Ke mpo penyrtanuio! Ila! [Ta, Mo# MOCTYIIOK CBsI3aH C TOOOM! MeHst 6€CUT, YTO KaKas-TO
TUTYJIOBAaHHAS OypPOYKa TOBOPUT C TOOOM B TakoM ToHe! U ecniu pUOETCS BHICTABUTDL €€ U3 OBOPIIA - A
BBEICTaBJII0. X MHOTO, a THL... HUKTO U3 HUX He OyIeT ImoChUIaTh CIyT, YTOOL MHE IIPUHECTIN YKUH WU
yaii! HukTo He OyeT TOBOPUTH MHE, YTO S BHITJISIKY KaK Bypaaliak U HyXkK[alch B oTasixe! HUKTO He
OymeT MOmKIaALIBaTh MOJAPKY, He YKa3as orupaButens. HukTo He 6ygeTr 6pocaTbcs B 00¥, KaK



TIOJIOYMHBIHM, pagy MEHs U 3aKpbIBaThb c000#. HUKTO. TONMBKO THL... - ETO BEIMYECTBO HEZKHO ITPOBEJT IO
Moeli 1meKe: - Puta, s He gaMm Tebs B 00unmy. Hu cTOMMYHBEIM BRICKOYKaM, HU HeBecTaM. Hukomy. IIpocTu.

A s...  HeMHOT0 packieuiach nocje ero cjaoB. Unmm 9To 6epeMeHHOCTh Aypankas?.. [lomapouku, gau...
maxe He {iyMalia, UTO OH 3aMedaeT, a OH BCE 9TO BpeMs 3aMeuasl, OKa3blBaeTcCs!

W3 rna3 moKaTUIUCh HEHY2KHBIE HUKOMY CJI€3bl. Hy 1 j1amHo. 3aTO OH HUKOI{Ia He OTBeYaJsl, 1 Ha MO0
pernyTanuio eMy HaljieBaTh!

Huuero HoOBOrO.

Huuero, Toneko... 4 BoepBele 3agyMainachk O TOM, II0UeMy BO OBOpILie MeHs He Tporanu. [Toragany
3amupany U OIyCKallu IMOKpyde, 4yeM AHM, a IIOTOM HcYe3anu. A BeOb IpaBma. CTOUIIO KOMY-TO
IMOCMesIThCS Hapn 6e3pomHol GppeinuHoMl - U s1 60IbIlle HUKOTAa He BUIEJa TOTO YeloBeKa. A HOPOTyIIui
TapHUTYP, HA KOTOPHIN 1 007IM3bIBajIach OBa MeCsIla U KOTOPHIY mojyunsia B HoBeiit I'of - OT TalHOTO
IIOKJIOHHWKA. BEICTpOXOOHAasA U IMOHATINBAasA Kpacasulla JlaHU, KOTOPYIO [lecapeBUY BPYy4YUJI MHE IJIS
Iporynok BepxoM ¢ Omnnu. dko6r! A1a ynobcTBa CeCTPEHL, HO Ha fene... [laxke y apucTokpaTtku MHec He
OBIIIO CTOJIb JOPOTOM JIOIIAIN.

Da uépT mobepu, CO MHOU BeCh OIBOP OBLI mobe3eH. M3-3a KHAXKHE? Ho Onnu He o6j1amana TaKuM
BIUSHUEM, KakK [JaHUMUP.

"9 mukomy He gaMm Tebs B oOumy..."

51 Toxke. KeM OB MHEI OIPYT OPYTY HEe OBLIH.

HauenoBaTbCcst TOMKOM He Jaiu - ceKpeTapsh [lannMupa BepHYJICA dYepes mojrdaca. [IpoTsaHyT uMnepaTopy
OyMary c oT46TOM KHSITHUHHU U BEPHYJICS B IpuéMHYy0. [Toka [laH 4uTas, 1 HeTepIleluBo 3arisabsiBana eMy
3a myedo. Ho TIIéTHO - HUYero He MOTJia IMOHSATh!

- ThI omm6ach - HUKAKOT'0 BO3[AENCTBUS He OBLIO... - TOTSAHYJI OH, YTO S He Xy2Ke BOJIKA II0Yysijia - JOJIXKHO
OBITH MpOHONIKeHue. - Ho B KpoBu GapoHecCh AeKCaHOPUH 0O0HapyXKuJiIa "alKoroibHOe 3eike".

-4to?

- 9To HACTOMKa U3 OBYX TPaB, OeciBeTHasi U 0€3BKyCHasi. XOPOIla TEM, YTO €€ MOXKHO He3aMEeTHO IOIJIUTh
B 7110001 HAUTOK, a 9pdekT OyaeT Kak OT OYTHIJIKM XOPOIIIEero ankoross. Kaxkercs, AHU DoKHa Oblia
YOUBUTH MEHSI Ha MPOTYJIKE, HO THl B3siJia yaap Ha ce6s.

- Ho 3auem? - ynuBIEéHHO BOCKIUKHYIA. M coobpasua - 3a4eM.

- MuHyc oguH. Moero pelieHus: 3TO He U3MEHHUT, HO mepef 00be3I0M HaJlo XOPOIIIEeHBKO PAaCCIIPOCUTH
HeBecTy. IIpoxop, Hatinu MHe TaHa. CpodHO!

- MaprapwuTa, mouemMy s [oJIzKHa TeOsT MCKaTh? - YKOPSIOIIUM TOJIOC AJIEKCAHIPHI BCTPETHUII MEHS B JIMUHBIX
MMOKOSIX KHATUHU. BriBiIas paBopuTKa npuHUMAala y ce0si B TOCTUHOM - CUJIETh B IIajlaTax jieKaps OHa He
moxejana. E€ moMoIIlHKIIa HAIIJIa MEHs B XOJIJIe JBOpPIia U COOOIIHIIIa, YTO, MeCKaTh, "OaphLIHsa Bac
oxupnaet". TOIKOM He MOHUMaAs, 3a4€M 3TO HY2KHO, S OTIIPaBUIaCh K KHATUHE.

- OoOp®Iil meHb, - 1 IpUcesia B peBepaHce M YIIEIOHYJIACh, - a 3aUeM MEeHS UCKaTh? ¥ YyBCTBYIO cebs
IIPEeBOCXOOHO, 6arogapio 3a IIOMOIIIb.

KaxkeTcs, Ha mur Anekc pactepsiiiachk. CJIOBHO s Bejla ce0si COBCEM He TakK, KakK OHa OXuaara.

- A 3embe, uTOOH cOpocuTh pebenka? Heyxkenu Thl 3a0b1a? BCE-TakKu CPOK yKe BHYIIUTEJIBHBIHN, 3TOT
IIPOIIECC OOJIKEH IIPOUTH IIOI KOHTPOJIEM JIeKaps.

Temepsb HacTajl MO YepE[ XJIONaTh rila3aMu. Pa3Be s yIoMHHAJa, YTO X04y MECTHHIH aGopT?..

- 4 He 6yny youpaThk pebGE€HKa, - TpU3Hajach B OTBET, - 0J1aro, ¥ He [eBOYKa-IIOAPOCTOK, 1 He Gj1aropomHas
maMa, 4ToOBI TepekuBaTh 3a penyramnuoo. [Toka Onery He BHIgAMU 3aMyXk, Oyay HAaHUMATh HIHEK, @ TOTOM
MOJIy4y OTCTYIIHEIE U epeeny B ropof. CIpaBiioch.

- CopaBuibCsi? A 4TO 2Ke oTell peOEéHKa? - 3aKOHOMEPHO MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH XKEHIIIWHA, ITOTJISIAbIBAs Ha
MEHS C HOTKOHM HeoBepHsi.

HpI/IH_U'IOCB OTBETUTE:



- 4 3abepemenena Ha MacKapaie. ITO ObLI T/IYIILIH ITOPHIB, 3@ KOTOPHIM MHEe 0€3YMHO CTBHITHO, HO... 4 He
3HAI0, KTO OTell.

XKpana oT KHATUHY OOBUHUTEILHON PEYH, HO OHA ITpoMojTdyaja. MUHYTH OBE MBI CULEJIU B THUIIIMHE, a
IIOTOM OHa OTOPOIINIA:

- He B Moux mpaBujiaXx BRIHOCHUTE COP, HO IPYTOT'0 BEIXOZA S HE BUXKY. Mapro, TBOM peOEHOK B KAKOU-TO
CTeIleHW YHUKAJIbHBIN. ¢l 3HAI0 9TU HUTH CHUJIBI, U S 3HAIO, OT KOT'0 THI MOIJIa 3a4aThk. U yXK moBeph MHE, OH
MMOsIBJIeHHUI0 6acTapaa He o0pamyeTcs.

- Hy, OH 00 9TOM U He Y3HaET, - IETKOMEBEICJIEHHO XMBIKHYJIA. Ho KHATWHS JIXIIL II0KaYajia TOJIOBOM.

- On y3HaeT. Mapro, oH nopomén K Tebe Ha 6ainy, Oyaydu XOpoIIo OCBEIOMIIEHHEIM, KTO epen HUM. OH He
MOT He IIOYyBCTBOBaTh, IOHUMaeMb?.. 4... - OHa BOAPYT 3aMepiia U BCIJIECHYJIa PYKaMH, - a BIIPOYEM, IIyCTh
OH pa3bupaeTcsi! 3ayeM s 1e3Th OyAy ¥ BUHY UCIBITEHIBATH?.. Mapro, oTel] TBoero pebéHKa - mMneparop. U
THI JOJIZKHA CKa3aTh eMy 0 OepeMeHHOCTH. ¥ TeOs meHb, MaKCUMYM S ITOOOXKIY OO0 3aBTpa. Eciu T He
ITOTOBOPMUIIL C HUM, 3TO CHEJIAIO s.

Iau? Ona usneBaeTcsa? Ho HaxMypeHHBIe OPOBU U CYPOBHIM BU[I IBHO HaMeKalu - AjleKcaHpa He LIyTuia.
$1 HEBOIBHO 3aKphI/Ia TJ1a3a, BCIIOMUHAS OIIyIIeHus... B Ham equHCTBeHHBIN pa3 B [llax-AteH, [laH GbIT
CIIOKOEH ¥ IOBOIUJI MEHS [0 UCCTYIJIEHUSI CBOeU HeToponnuBoCcThi0. Mrpancs. [Ipasuuics. Bein HexkeH u
TakTH4eH. He3nakomerl xke... [Iponty npoleHus 3a HapOOHBIM CJIEHT, HO OH MeHs 3aTrpaxai. CJIoBoM, 3TO
COBCEM OpyTrHe OIIyIleHUEM.

Ho cetiuac s ¢ HapacCTaloIuM y2KaCOM OCO3HAJIa - 3TO OEeNCTBUTEIbHO MOT OBITh OOHMH U TOT K€ YeJIOBEK.

- Jaxe eCcly 3TO UMIIEPATOp, - MPOLlequia I CKBO3b 3y0Hl, - OH ObII MHKOTHUTO. 51 HEe BUXKY CMBIC/IA O YEM-
TO paccka3biBaTh! [IyCTh... IYCTh OH Hasibllle MUJIYETCSI CO CBOMMH HEBECTaMH, 51 YUy B TeHb! U Oyoy
MOJIYaTh OO0 KOHIIA XXU3HU!..

HeT. He mory. He xouy 60mbItte roBOpuTh. [a, s1 moBepuna Anekcanape. [IpocTo HEYyYTEHHEIN I'OCTh,
WHKOTHUTO, B MaCcKe TalHOU KaHIeIapUu... CIUIIIKOM HarJio ¥ CJIMIIKOM yBEPEHHO OH BOCIIOJIL30BaJICs
MoMeHTOM. OnsiTh Ke, BenmbMup coBceM He McKall mnroHa. [Ipy HOTOITHOCTH I'JIaBbl TAaHOM KAHIIEJISIPUH -
9TO HEYTO U3 pPslla BOH BHIXOISAIIEE.

IaH... Y Hero maxe He XBAaTHUJIO CMEJIOCTH IPUNATH I10-4eJI0BeYeCKH!

- Ycnokoticsi, Mapro, - AJIeKc IT0I0Kujia PyKy MHE Ha J106, OTTOHsISI 3JIble MBICJIH, - 9TO HE0OXOOUMO.
Ckasatb emy. UMmiepaTopckasi ceMbsi ocoberHast. OH OOJIKEeH y3HaTh U 00bsicHUTH Tebe Bce. IIpocTu 3a
MaJIoAyIINe, HO S CIUIIIKOM CTapa, 4TOOH OBITh IIoCcpenHuIleii. [la u KasiTBa O HepasrJalleH!uH 0 CUX 0P
B cune. [loroBopure. Unwu.

CroopuTh C Hell He OBIJI0O HUKAKOTO JKeJlaHus, M03ToMY s yiiyia. YTo XK, MOXKEeT, ¥ B CaMOM [ieJjie CITPOCUTH?..
B riaza emy nmocmoTpeThb. MeHs maxe He Tak 3apment GakT TOro, YTO S Iepeclajia C UMIIEPAaTOPOM - HE B
TIEPBHIHM pa3, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, @ €T0 TPYCOCTh.

B romnose 11apuia youBuUTeNIbHAaA IycToTa. HaBepHOe, TUMUT BIleUaTI€HUN IIPEBLIIIEH.

IIpocTo... eciu 651 [laH IPUIIET KO MHE HOYBIO, 51 OBl ITycTuna. M 9To oco3HaHMe Haaoch 0COOEHHO TOPHKO.
MozKeT, MaCKy OH Hafielql paau MeHs1?.. HUKaKuX CIJIeTeH U HEHYKHBIX BOITPOCOB. HMKaKOro msTHa Ha
pernyTanuu. U HUKaKUX OONTUX GECCOHHBIX HOUEH IoCe.

- Maprapwura! - HaBCTpedy MHE BhIJIETEJIa TPEeKpacHasi ¥ MOJIOfeHbKas J1r3abeT, OKOHYATETbHO BrOHSISA B
nmy4yuny otdyasHusi. - O, Cearou ITaTpuk, Ha Tebe nuila HeT! Mapro, 4TO CIYYUIOCH? DTO U3-3a TOU I'pydoit
OEeBYIIKHU? - 3aTapaTOpuUjia OHa CO CBOMM HEIIPUBHYHBEIM aKI[eHTOM. He yIepkKaBIIUCh, 1 TUX0 XUXUKHYJIA.
HepBHoe, BepHO.

KcrtaTtu, coBceM 3abnina CIIpOCUTh Tpo AHu! Becé-Taku m000IBITHO!
- Bc€ B mopsimke, - MATKO OTBETHIIA, - 1 HE o0uauuBasi. 31u3abeT, a MOXKHO JIMUYHBINA BOITPOC?

- Ox, MHe CTOJIbKO HaJI0 CIIPOCHTE, UTO 51 BHUMAaTEJIbHO Tebs ciymao! A moinéM B caf - CEerogHs
OTJINYHELIN JeHb!

[ MeHsT MeHb yZKe IIOTYCKHEII, HO IIPeJIoKeHne CIIYCTUTRLCS B caj s moajaepzkasa. B camoMm gene, yero
KHCHYTbH BO OBOpIE?..

- Brl BcTpeuanuchk ¢ AHY 10 Hadyajla CMOTPUH? - S IOBEPHYNach K dnu3abert: - Kak oHa ceb6s Besa?
['yObI MHOCTPAHKU MPUHSIIHN (popMmy OYKBH "0", a B ra3axXx MeJIbKHYJI JIYKaBhIM OTOHEK.

- O, BH Penmniim TOOBITh... KaK 9TO... TOCIIOOUHOM CjiefioBaTeneM?.. Y3HaTh, KTO pacnyckan CIIJIETHU?..



HckpeHHe moxasesna, 4To He B3suia Beep. Celidac Ka-a-ak Obl TpecHya cebs 1o 16y 3a
MTPSIMOJIMHENHOCTH!

- Yro BH, Dnu3abert. IIpocTo ero BenuuecTBO Ha3HAYUII MEHS CBaxXoii, a 1 COBCeM He 0011a0Ch C
HeBeCTaMu. ITO 0YeHb IPy00 C MOEH CTOPOHEI, IO3TOMY 1 HAIeIOCh Ha Ballly MUJIOCTh.

- Ila-ma, KOHEYHO! - He TOBepUyIia OHA, M YEPT C HUM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 €if He KOHKYpPEeHTKa: - MH
BCTpeudanuchk ¢ AHU B CTOJIOBOM. Kaxkmoe yTpo MEI 3aBTpakKaeM 3a OOHUM CTOJIOM, @ IOTOM BMECTe UAEM K
cBaxe. A 3Ty I'IyIlylo CIJIETHIO NoBenasna HaM Exatepuna. Mexnay HaMmu, MaprapuTa - OHa y>KacHO
HenpusTHas, cobupaeT NUKaHTHEIE IOOPOOHOCTH Ha KaxkAayio nepcorny! Eé crnyxkaHKa oueHb IT0X0XKa Ha
KPEICY! - MOXKaIOBalUCh MHE.

Yac ot yacy He nerde. ExaTepuHa - rinaBHas (aBopUTKa, He 3ps XKe e€ Ha3Balu nepBoi. KaxkeTcs, mopa K
Hel mpucMoTpeThcsi. COMHeBalOCh, 4TO JDnu3abeT coBpasa - TaKyIo JI0XKb JIETKO IIPOBEPUTDH, PACCIPOCUB
elé ogHy HeBecTy. K ToMy XKe, OHa IIOATBepAMUIa MO0 TEOPHIO - IEBYIIKYM 3aBTPaKajii BMeCTe, a 3Ha4UT,
TIOMJTUTh HATTUTOK MOTJIa KOHKYPEHTKA MJIM KTO-HUOymb u3 €€ CBUTHL. Ho He UCKITI0UEH U GaHATbHBIN
MIOOKYT IIPUCITYTH.

- Cnacu6o0 3a uHpopMaImio! A Balll 3aBTPAK CETOHHS ITPOILIENT KaK OOBIYHO? - YTOUHHUIIA ST Ha BCAKUU
ciny4dai. 'epuorussa noxara IjiedaMu.

- Hy ma. Huuero HeoOBIYHOTO. A BB ITIOMOKEeTe MHe, Mapro? - ¢ TopsIiuM B30pOM ITOBEPHYJIach OHa: -
3aBTpa Moé cBUpaHue ¢ uMrepaTopoM. OH TaKol CIIpaBedIuBLIM, MyKECTBEHHEBIN, CUIbHEIN! f Tak x0uy
eMy IIOHPaBUTHLCA!

C TpymoMm momaBuiia cMeInok. Hy ma, Hy ga.

MB&I IPOILIIM IO KaMEeHHOU JHOPOIKKe, yKe ITOTHOCTHIO paCuulIeHHOM OT CHera. BripoyeM, KaKolu CHET,
KOT[Ia Ha yJIuIle BOBCIO XO3STMHUYAJIO COJIHIle. [0 MOUM OmIyIeHusiM, OBIJIO y2Ke TPafyCoB MSTHAAIATD - 5
maxke 1moxarseja, YTO HaKUHYyJIa IIaib.

M= pacnonoxunuch B 6eceke HallpoTuB ABop1ia. [Jabbsl co6paThCs C MEICIISIME, 51 IIOKPYTHUIIa [OJIOBOM H...
HaTKHYyJIach Ha OKHa. MHTepecHOo. VI3 3apocneil MHI ¢ [JTaHOM TOXK€e BBIXOOUJIU C 3TOM CTOPOHHL.

- I'me Bammw mokou? 3mech? - yKasaja Ha ABopell. MHOCTpaHKa MOOHsS/Ia TOJI0BY U, IIOyMaB, YBePeHHO
repeMecTusia MO0 PYKy O/1uXKe K IeHTPaIbHOMY BXOMY.

-V MeHs HeT MOpPS B OKHe, - BhIalia OHa, - B 9TOM YaCcTH KOMHaTH EKaTepuHHl U, KaxkeTcsi, HaTamu.
Ha ceii pa3 s coobpaxkaia monbiie. Onpenenénno, dnusabeT gajia MHe HUINY OJIS Pa3MBIIIJIEHUH.
- Maprapura, THI CIyIIaellb MeHs?..

- OgeHbTECh HEOPOCKO U 371eTaHTHO. [JaHUMUPY O0IbIle HPABUTCS CMEJILIN, HO I1eJIOMyOPEHHBIN CTUIID
Anekcauapbl CBETJIOTOPCKOM, HEXKeJN OJIeCK KaMHEelN U OTKPOBEHHBIE IEKOIbTe. He KOKeTHUYAUTE - OH
OOBEITPAET, HO MEICIAME OyneT marneko. IIpennoxuTte emy oTob6emaTh C BaMU - OH MHOTO paboTaeT u
IIOTOMY OLIeHUT 3a00Ty. ['0BOpuUTE O myTelecTBUAX, 0XOTe U JlereHnax. [laxke ecnu Bel He pa3bupaeTecs,
OH C YOOBOJILCTBUEM IIOMPABUT U PACCKAXKET BaM. JTO BCE, UTO 51 3HAW. A Termeps nMpocTtute, Inu3aberT,
MHe HYXKHO U[TH.

BcmopxHyB ¢ maBKH, s 6pocuiiach Mpodyb U3 cafa, He oOpalasi BHUMaHUS Ha BOILIX HeBeCTH. To, 4To el
HYXKHO, sI CKa3aJjla - OCTaJIbHOe ObIJI0 IMYHBIM. TeM 6oJjiee, MHE He XOTeI0Ch YIYCTUThL MBICTb. Hamo G5l
BEPHYTBCS BO IBOPEI] ¥ BCIIOMHUTE, TIe OKHa MUPOCIIaBhI!

TonbpKO B XOJIJIe 51 HEOXKUIAHHO CTOJIKHYJachk ¢ EKaTepuHol - u cyAsd II0 B3TIAAYy, el Toxke HyKHa Oblia .
I'naBa 14
- Maprapurta, - EkaTepuHa co coepkaHHOU yIbIOKON IIOAIIIbIIA KO MHE, - MOKHO Bac Ha IIapy ClIoB?

Tonoc y He€ oKa3aJicsd HU3KHUM, TEPIKUM, KaK JOPOToe BUHO. f HEBOJIPHO NOYYBCTBOBAJa ce0s 9TaKUM
KY3HEYHMKOM B CTaHe IIpeKpacHBIX 6abouek. M "Bac" oT mBopsiHKu. Kakoe MHTPUTYIOIIee HAavdalo.

- 91 xoTesa U3BHHUTLCS 3a CTOJIb 0€300pa3HBIN MHIMOEHT ¢ AHK. MO CIy2XKaHKa uMejla HeOCTOPOXKHOCTh
YIIOMSIHYTb, YTO BHUJIeJIa BaC C UMIIEPATOPOM, a MEeBYIIKU Pa3ayId U3 3TOTO YKACHYIO cieTHIo! Temeps s
KaXych cebe HEMHOTO BUHOBaTO. Hafieroch, BH He IepKuUTe 3j1a, Maprapura?

Oro, a HeBecTH y laHa He npoMax. Coenanu BEIBOOB. MITHTEepECHO TOJIBKO, KaKUue UMEHHO?..

- Bcé B mopsifke, - KUBHY/IA S ¥ MAalIMHAJIBHO IPUKycuia rydy, 4Tobsl He paccMesThes. Cyast mo
PacIIonoXKEeHWI0 KOMHAT, €€ OKHA KaK pa3 Ha 0eceKy BEIXOOHJIM. YBHOEJIa Hac ¢ dnu3abeT u pBaHyJjia B
can? Wnu coBmageHue?..



- 4 cnimntana, Be ABIsieTECh GPEUTUHON €€ BEICOYECTBa. 4 mMesna 4ecTh C Hel MO3HaKOMUThLCsI. KHsIxKHa
ITpOoM3BeJIa Ha MeHs BIledyaT/IeHue, OHa OYeHb YMHA U nmpenecTHa. Kak eé 3mopoBbe?

4 BOpyT omyTuila CYPOBHIY Takoi YKOJI coBecTu. Omiu. 3a BCeMU 3TUMU COOBITUSIMU 51 COBCeM 3abrlia o
CBO€M mmomoIneyHoi. A Beqb obellazna nucaTh Kaxabud geHb. Yeépt! CerogHs XKe 3acsay 3a IMUCbMO!

Ctoig oxér meku. O0s3aTenbHo!

- Baropmapio Bac, B mo6poM 3apaBu, - yAsIOHyTach 1. KOHEYHO, TPO KHSIXKHY OBIJIO CKa3aHo "K CIIOBY", HO
Ha [ylie BCE paBHO IIOTEIIENO.

- ITpu mBOpe BHI CHICKAJIX CJIaBy HACTOSIIElH KyJEeCHHUIIH, TaK JIeTKO MMOJIafiuB C KHsIXKHOU. K coxkaneHuio, y
MEHS TOXKE eCTh IPoOJIEMEI B OOIIEHUN C TI0OMMOM MIafaInel ceCTpeHKoM. Maprapura, MOTy g
MIPUTJIaCUTD BaC Ha YallIKy Kode M HCIPOCUTh COBETA? - OHA TOBOPUJIA, CJIOBHO IIjIejia HEBUAUMOE
KPyXeBo. f maxke He IOHAA, KaK corjiacuiach! BoT 3To yKe ypOBEHb... DBOPSIHKY U Jiequ!

- Crmacu6o, MaprapuTa! A cefiuac s BHIHYKA€Ha OTKIAHSITHCH. ..

Hesecra crerka HakJjIOHIIIa T'OJIOBY B 3HAK IIPOIIIaHUA WM HAIIPABUJIACh K OIBEPHU, a MEHA 6y,]1T0 TOKOM
OEpHYIO!

- EkatepuHa, nnoctolite! Moxu0 Borrpoc? CerogHs 3a BalllMM 3aBTPaKOM HUYEro CTPaHHOTO He
CIIY4YUJIOCH?

OHa KapTUHHO HaXMypPUIAaCh.

- Bpopne 611 HeT. Pa3Be 4TO HeBeXIa-IIOCLUIBHEBIM TOJIKHYJI JIaKes, KOTAa TOT YHOCHUJI YaItKy. Takou Obu1
TPOXOT, BHI He mpeacTasinseTe! [laxke U3 TalHON KaHIIEISIPUK puberanu. A 4To?

OTpuuiaTesnbHO IIOMOTAala roJI0BOM. TakK... OJid TallO4YKH.

U TonbKo 1mocie e€ yxoma s 0COo3Hasa, 4To 6e3HaféXHO IToTepsiiaa MbICib. KaxkeTcs, XxoTena HalTH IIOKOU
BBLIOBIBIIIEH MUPOCIABEL.. 3aueM? YTO B IOKOSX ITOKA3aJIOCh MHE BaXXHBIM? ['ocmomu, Mapro, TEHl BMECTe C
0epeMeHHOCTBIO CIIOBHUIIA PAHHUM CKJIEPO3.

Hapo 651 BoOOIIIE y3HATH mOOOJIBIIIE O HEBecTaX. KcTaTu, uX oCcTasioch BCero... mATh? EkaTepuHa,
dnus3aberT, KaHapetika-PocTucnaBa, camoyBepeHHass HaTanu u Té3Ka 3HaMEHUTON ()aBOPUTKH, 3arafioyHas
AnexcaHppa. llapckue HeBECTHI. DIUTa U3 JJIUT.

[Toxkanyii, TepBble ABE COOTBETCTBOBaIU. [10Ka, 1o kparHel Mmepe. Ho cOpackBaTh co cuetoB Harasnu,
MIPYIIYIO KakK TaHK, ¥ AJIeKCaHOPYy 5 OB TOXKe He cTajia. PocTHciiaBa Xke... B 9TOM KOMIIaHUK OHA OCTasach
Hauboee ci1abbIM 3BeHOM. I MHE BHE3alHO IIOOyMaJioCh, YTO CIeAYIOIlel U3 UTPHl BHIHUIET UMEHHO OHa.

Bompoc nuilik OOUH - 3aMelIaHbl JIU 3aroBOPIIUKU? Mmu 9TO rpsi3Has urpa apucToOKpaTHUH, B HafeXe
IIOYyYUTh 3aBETHHIN Ipu3? Ecnu nepBHll BapuaHT - PocTucaBa BIOJIHE MOTJIa 3amepxkKaThCcsa Ha
cMoTpuHax. Ho 0co6oit BNUATENbHOCTHIO €€ CeMbsI, KaK ceMbUu AHU U MupocnaBhl, He OTINYanach.

U 4uT0 y Hac B utore? POBHBEIM CUETOM HUYETO.

Paccmabumack, Mapro. B cTonuile o Kaxkgo¥ MHTPUTe 3HAla, a cerldac pacmyctuiacsk! Pa3Msakia psigoM ¢
IDaHOM, Ha MOpe-TO U CBexXeM Bo3nyxe!

- Maprapura! - 3BOHKHU IroJIOC ITaXka BHIEPHYJ U3 OMyTa MEIC/iel: - Bac xxenaeT BumeTs Mx CusaTenbsCTBO,
KHSI2KHa TeMHOBCKast!

Kusxkny 5 3acrasna 3a pabouuM crojioM. ITogorays noz ce6s HOTY, OHa CTapaTeibHO U3ydalia TOJICTeHHBIN
donmanT, nonyTHO menas 3anucu Ha Oymare. Ha mens Kocca gake He B3rJsiHyIa.

- Mapro, mogoXaou MUHYT ISATh - I OOYKUTal. Pacmopsiguch MoKa HACYET das.

Cebe s BrIOpasa 3eJIEHHINA C MEIOM, YCIIOKauBaomui, a Kocca morpebGoBaia KapkKamd. f yIuBIEHHO
BBITHYJIa OPOBB - BCE-TaKK KPACHBIN Yall ObIJT PeIKOCTHIO B uMIepuu. Ho cyms mo jIeqssHOMY CIIOKOMCTBUIO
MIPUCITYKHUILIBE, TPOCh0a KHSKHEI €1 He B HOBUHKY.

OpHako X, KaKasi-To YaCThb MEHS YCUJIEHHO HaMeKaJsia, 4To Kocca 60oblile moIb3yeTcsi CBOUM
IIOJI0OKEHWEM, HeXKeIU Kallpu3HudaeT. X0TsS OTKyHa MHe... 9, TagHo!

TewMm Gosiee, uTO ¢ "H3MeHON" MuCTHCIaBa OHA ¥ BOPaBOy majia Maxy. C Opyro# CTOPOHEI, I OB TOXKE



B30pBaiach, 0cOOeHHO Oymyuu 6epeMeHHON.

- 4 mouuTarna npo AyXoB aMsaTH, - Kocca 3abpana cBoM 3amnucu u Iofcesia Ko MHe Ha [iUBaH, - 6parers
IIofCcKa3all, YTo MCKaTh, a B Illax-AreH riepeBe3niu OOMINPHLIN apXuB U3 CTONNYHOM Oubnuorexku. [IpaBra,
NIPHUIIOCH elllé 1 ucrtopuio [lax-AmeHCKOro KHaKecTBa 3alpaluBarek. B o6meM, 11000nbITHAs KapTHHA
rnony4daeTcs!

Ona 3amMoJji4ana, C yIOBOIbBCTBHUEM IIPUHIOXMBASCH K Yalo. 51 Ke TOJIbKO B3[OXHYy/la. Pagu MeHs MOOHSTH
TakKym cyerty... HeT, Xx035iuH - 6apuH, KOHEYHO, HO CTAJIO IPUATHO. 51 mpuBLIKiIa, 4TO 3abouyck 06 Oy, o
(dperinuHax - coBceM MOJIOIEHBKUX IeBOYKaX, a 0 caMoi cebe - Hy, B IIocjIeqHI00 odepens. HesecT s
WHTEpPecoOBajia B KOHKPETHO-KOPHICTHHIX IIeJISX, @ KHIKHE OT MEeHsI HUKAKoro TOnKy. Y Bcé paBHO
3aMOpPOYNIIack.

- Iyx maMsTH - 3TO OOUMH M3 BHICIINX CO3maHui Mupa HaBu. Ero HEBO3MOKHO YHUYTOXKUTH UIIH
OCTaHOBUTB, IIOKA OH He BHIIIOJIHUT CBOIO MUCCHUIO, - Hauajla OHa Kak II0 YueOHUKY. {1 He BrIAepxKara,
pasyieibanace: - To ecTs, TBOSI Mupa He CMOXKET YHTH, ITOKA MHI He pa30epéMcs, 4TO el HyKHO. [ToTom
HeMaJloBaXHBIM (aKTop - KPOBHAS IPUBsI3Ka. Eciu s mpaBUiIbHO MTOHATA, TO Mupa [moikKHa ObITh 0YeHb
OIM3KO0M POOCTBEHHUIIEH TBOETO MpefakKa. ByKBambHO A0Yb, MaMa, cecTpa, 6abyIlika uian TETS, Ha KpauHuu
cnyuati. OHa mpuBsizaHa K Tebe, 3HAUUT, OH AyX IIaMsATH UMEHHO TBOETO Pofa.

- YT0? - 9 HaKOHeEIl B IIOJTHOU Mepe BepHyJach B peajlbHOCTh. CTOn. 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO! MuI ¢ Mupoit
3JIEMEHTAapPHO U3 PA3HBIX MUPOB.

Ho kHsXKHa IIponoizkKajia Pa3BUBaTh MEICJIb:

- Ecnu yuyuTHEIBAaTh BO3PACT OyXa, TBOS majieKas mmpa-6abka Oniyta mubo cecTport Mupkl, nubo eé maTepbio! A
3HaAeIb YTO eIlé MHTEPECHO, - OHa MOCTy4Yasa IMMaJiblleM II0 YalllKe, - IYX ITaMsTH MOSBIISAICS TOJIBKO B
CUJILHBIX SI3BIYECKUX POOaX, KOrfaa, KakK BCeM M3BEeCTHO, POI 00peuéH Ha BRHIMHPAHHE. 3alllCH O CEMbe
KHs134 [Ilax-AIIeHCKOT0, YBE, HE COXPAHUINUCh, HO OCTAJINCh apXUBHI IIEPETOBOPOB B UMIIEPCKOM apXUBE U
maHHbIE Pa3BeTYUKOB. Tak BOT - y KHa3s [Ilax-AmIeHCKOT0 ObIT CTAapPIINI CHIH, MJIafIasi JOYb ¥ JeBOYKa-
facTapa. Mnaminyio 3Bajiu MupaHaa, a He3aKOHOPOXKOEHHYIO - AHHA. Tena KHIXKeCKOW ceMbU ObLITH
Ha¥WOeHH U COXKXKeHHI. [IpakTuyecku Bce. A AHHA McYe3sia, CJIOBHO €€ HUKOTraa He OBIIO.

HaBepHoe, s 3aMeTHO B3APOTHYJIA, IOTOMY YTO B3TJIS[ KHSI2KHEI Ha MUT CTall LleIKuM. AHHa. [leBo4uka-
CUPOTa, CTaBlIas ONIUCTATEeNIbHON GpelInHON POCCUICKOT0 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABopa. KaxkeTcs, Bo BpeMeHa
Anekcanpgpa IlepBoro. Kpacasuila AHHa BHIIIJIA 3aMy2K 3a rpada 1o 100Bu U CYUTANACh... 3TAKOU
OCHOBaTeJbHUIEU Hallero poga. Kotopeii, BipodeM, nneper ITepBoit MuUpoBOil BOMHOU yCIIEIIHO
pa30pHUIICS U 10 ITOU IPUUYMHE He IIoIal oA KpacHy!o BOJIHY. OT CeMeWHOr 0 HacJequsl OCTalIuCh TOIBKO
IpenaHusi, HO [1a - IPOUCXO0XKIeHNe Y MeHs ObIJIO YTO HU Ha ecTh 6JIaroponHoe.

YTo HecKa3aHHO BeCeJINJIo, KOTfla 5 cTaja ¢ppeinuHon mpu KHsxkHe Onbsre. Kak mourytuna 661 MaMa:
"BepHOU NOpPOToM uueTe, TOBAPHUII".

Ho mo3keT, mpocTo coBmapeHue?..

- I[TouuMaetb, Mapro?.. - I3bIYHUIIA JIYKAaBO yILIOHYIaCh: - BO3MOXKHO, THI IOTOMOK Yy[IOM BBIZKHMBIIIEH
Aunb, a Mupa - gyx namatu Mupasas, KHAKHBL [[Tax-AmeHCcKoM! A mocie TBOeTo BUNEHUS S IIOUTH He
COMHEBAIOCh B 3TOM. MupaHaa moka3ana Tebe MUr cBoei cmepTu!

- He dakT, - MpayHO BKIMHUJIACSH $, - KOTa MiMnepus Halanga, HOTU0JIM THICAYH JIIoged. Mupa Moria OBITh
CcaMoU 3aypsAHHOU IE€BYOHKOMU.

Kocca nornsjgena Ha MeHSI CKEIITUYECKH.

- 3aypsOHOCTD U CUJILHBIN S3BIYECKUM POJ IIJI0X0 COYeTaloTCs OPYT ¢ ApyroM, Mapro. Oco6eHHO YUHUTHIBas
Haimm nmopsaaku. KctaTu... A 94To 3a UCKPHI 51 BUeJla B TPOHHOM 3aJjie, Korma Hamanu Ha [aHa? Tl )Ke He
sI3BIYHUIIA ¥ He oTHaHHasa Benukomy Bory. OTkyma?

Ecnu GBI 51 3Hama, OTKyHa... TUMUP cKaz3ai, 94To 0e3 KOyblla CHUJIbI - TATYUPOBKH Ha 3aIlsICThE - TBOPUTH
Maruiio HeBO3MOXKHO. JTO OCO6LIﬁ OTTHUCK, KOTOprfI He CIIPATATh U He IMoanesiaTk. Y Mensa TaTYHUPOBKHU
HUKOr'7a He OBLIO, HO...

Yrto ecnu AHHa OEeNWCTBUTEILHO POOUIIACE B APyroM Mupe?.. [JouKa CUIbHEUINero KHA35! A BOPYT MOU
HCKPEHL - 3TO Hacienue eé cunbl? Benb 1o CyTH, HAlll oI He IIPephIBAJICS, U s SIBJISIOCH IPSIMBIM IIOTOMKOM
ocHoBaTeNbHUIEL. Torma cioBa Mupthl 0 6amaHce IMeIOT CMEIC - cuya 6ora [lepyHa, cuia MOJIHUM, CTOsJIA
HapaBHe c orHEM CBapora M XOJ0OHOM Marueit Mapkhl. Bo3Bparmienue [[lax-AlIeHCKOT0 poga KamuTalIbHO
U3MEHUT paclojiokeHue cuil. [JaHy Ipollle IPUKOIaTh MeHs B KyCcTaX, YeM II0JIyYUTh O4epeqHOoH XaocC B
SI3BIYECKOM OpaTuu.

Martp Mos xKeHIIuHa!



Cnoko#HOo, Mapro, crioko#Ho. Thl He I3bIYHUIA. Y TeOsT HeT KOJIbIla CUJIB, HO eCTh UCKPHL. OTKyma, 6/1uH,
UCKpPHI?!

- Hapo mo#imaTe Mupy, - 3aAyM4YnBO IIPOHU3HECTIA KHSIKHA TeMHOBCKAs, - 9TO €IUHCTBEHHBIN BBEIXOM
OOKOIIAThCS [0 IIPAB/IHL.

- Ara, moimaTh, - He yIepxKasach U TPOMKO QBIPKHYTIA, - g y2Ke TPeTUH rof MhITal0Ch IPU3BATh €€ K
oTBeTy. [loka, KaK BUOUIIL, 6€3yCIIEIIHO.

KHs2KHa OTOABUHYJIAa CBOM 3allMCHU W OPOCHUJIa B3TJISI Ha KaJleHOaphb.

- Moti Gpar, mekaH AKageMuH, yKe BCTpedalcs C IyXoM naMsiTu. [1o ero coBaM si MOT'Y CYOUTh, YTO OyX
He OO KOHIIa pa3yMeH. Y HeTO eCTh MHCTUHKTHI, 1IeJ1b, a IaMsTh, TUYHOCTh - OHU TTy00KO BHYTPHU. UMEeHHO
9Ty MaMsATh HYKHO BRITIHYTh U3 MupHL. H obeIan noModb, HO ITIOKa eMy He A0 Hac. 51 Ovl mpoBesa
pHUTYyas, HO... - OHa YCMEXHYJach U pa3Bejia pyKaMH, - MHE CTPOXKaMIle 3aIpeTUId B TPHU rojoca. UOuoTH.

[TocnenHee CIIOBO OHA pa3Be YTO He MYPJIHIKHYNA. [I0HITHO. UOAUOTH, HO JI00UMEIE.

- I[TosTOoMy maBa¥ MmoKa IMOOOXKOEM, - TPOAOIKUIA KHIXKHA, - H mpubymeT BMecTe ¢ MUCTOM TPUMEPHO
yepes OHS TPHU, a MOXKET, YETHIPE...

- A MOXKeT ¥ IIATh, - 3aKOHYHUIIA S CO B3TOXOM, - Kocca, s He xoTejia OBl IPUBJIEKATh BHUMAaHUE
MuctucnaBa. OH ¥ TaK MeHS He 0c000 JII00UT.

- ... 1 Mmexay mpo4yuM, COBEPIIIEHHO CIIPaBedInuBo! - 4ai Pe3KO IIOIIES He B TO F'OPJIO, W S 3aKalllyIsiach.
9To nnoueMy cupaBefnuso?! [la s 4yuCcTa U HEBUHHA aKu ar=eir!

Kus>xHa HeBO3MyTHMO BRIC/Iylllajia MeHS U yKa3ajla NajJlbuYuKOM Ha JKUBOT.
- Tel HeBuHHA? A 3TO, IO3BOJIb CIIPOCUTE, OTKyAa?

- Bce BompockH K [Tanumupy, - 6ypKHyJa g U... IpuKycuia sa3ukK. [lypa! Hy Hamo ke gymMaTs, 4To
TOBOPHUIIB!

- [IpaBpma?! - momo3peBalo, TOJIBKO ropAuni yal He man Kocce mognpHTHYTH IO IOTONKA: - Benukas Mapa,
st 3Hana! 4 3Hana, 4To 370 oH! He 3ps ke PeiiB mocTostHHO TpETCA psigoM! OHU OBl HE OTKA3aJIuCh OT TeOs
Tak IpocTo!

E€ BOCTOProB s1 COBEPIIIEHHO He pa3pessia. Cyas 1o ToMy, Kak AJleKCcaHapa HacTauBajla Ha HacToe,
[laHUMHUD TOYHO HEe 00pafyeTcs: IMOIOTHEHHIO.

- A TBI cka3ana [JaHy npo 6epeMeHHOCTh? - BOCK/IMKHYJIA KHSKHA 0 aKKOMIIaHEMEHT CTyKa B IBephb. Hy
Kak cTyka. [Tocme cioB "[lan" u "6epeMeHHOCTh" OHa pacHaxHyJjiach caMa Cco00M, SIBJISAI HaM
olIapalleHHOro UMIeparopa.

- KTo momkeH cKa3aTh MHeE IIPO 6epeMeHHOCTL?.. - C HHTEPECOM OCBEIOMHUJICS OH, IIOUTH BJIaMEIBASICh B
rocTuHyio KHsXKHB. [Toka Kocca xBaTajio pToM BO3[YX, S HECIIENIHO ITOCTABUJIa YAIIKy Ha CTOJIUK U
MMoAHsJIach. BcTanma HaonpoTUB UMIlIEpaTopa, C UPOHUEHN Habogasi, Kak BeCelbe UCIIapseTcs ¢ ero nuiia. U
OTBETHIIA:

- 4. 9 6epemenHa, [JaH. AeKcaHapa COOOIKIIa, YTO MO CPOK - IBa MeCSIa.

KoneuHo, g x&panma Takou peakiuu. 2Kgasa, HO B [yllle BCcerfa oCTaéTcs Hamexkpaa Ha yyno. Ho HaH... OH
He YTOYHSIJI, He CITpaInBaj, He otnupascs. Kak 6yaro mpepamnosaran. ToJIbKO KyJaKu, CXKaTkle [0
mo6eeBIINX KOCTSIIEK, ¥ B3TJISAO B CTOPOHY SBHO KpUYaJId O €r0 OTHOIIEHUI0 K 6epeMeHHOCTH.

- Tel momkHa yOpaTh pebéHka. Kak MOKHO cKopee. TO He 00cyxkpaaeTcsi, Maprapura, - JIEOSHOM roIocC
BeTpoM o6yeTen KaOMHET U MMOBUC B BO3Ayxe, Korfa [laH BHIIIEN, TPOMKO 3aXJIOMMHYB ABEDb.

91 HeOpexKHO, CTOMaHHOM KYKJIOH ocejla Ha moji. Hagexkma, roBopuilib? Yymo? BeITh MOKET, YyH0 BCE XKe
CIIy4YHIIOCh, ¥ s Hallllla MOMEHT, I'Jie KOHYaeTcs i000Bb. Tpu roma 06 3ToM MeuTarsa!

[Toxany#, ¢ MeHs HOBOJIBHO.

B roctuHoOM noBucia HeIIpuAdTHAas BA3Kas THUIIIHWHA.

- Mapro, U3BHHY, 5 He oXKupjasa, - BUHoBaTo Ipon3Hecsa Kocca. ['onmoc y KHAXKHEL fIpoxkai, 6yaTo oHa
paccTpounack 00JbIlle MOero. - ... Hanuiy MUCTy, CIpoIry, Kakas Myxa yKycusa Jlana. YTo-To 30ech He
YHUCTO.



Cuenuna 3Y6BI U OTPHUIATEJIBHO II0OKa4Yalla TOJIOBOH.

- He cTour, ato rinymno. He Hajo HUKOMY mucaTh. [laH He MaJIbYUK, YTOOL He IOHUMATh OYEBUIHBIX BEIIEH.
[Toxanyiicta, Kocca. Tloob6emaii. S He X094y HUKAKUX PA3roBOPOB. MaJjio TOro, 4YTO CIIyT'Y MOTJIN
YCIIBIIIaTh!

Ona mopoIia KO MHE U B3sJjIa 3a PYKH, CJIOBHO CTapasiach IIOAaepKaTh.
- Tel... u36aBUIILCSI OT peOEHKA?
XpHIIIo pacxoxoTanack, HO OBICTPO HafaBaia cebe MBICJIEHHBIX MOLIEYHNH:

- Tel 3HaeNb, 3TOT YePTOB PeOEHOK HUKyHOa MHE He ynépcs! 4 ero He xoTesna U He mIaHupoBana. Ho
ceryac... ceifyac g noiny Ha npuHun. Ecnu eMy Hy>KHO n30aBUTLECS OT PeOEHKA, YTO XK... IYCTh
n3baBnseTcs oT Hac oboux!

KHsi>kHa MATKO CXKajla KOHYMKYM MOUX MIableB.

- ITogoxkpau, Mapro. B Tebe ToBOpsT ropeus u o6uaa, Tel pa3duTa, ¥ 3TH YYBCTBA MOHSITHEI, HO HE CIIEIIH.
IlaH ckasas To, 4TO CKa3aJl, HO 5 yBepeHa, eCTh IPUUYMHA.

[TocmoTperna Ha He€ OYEeHb BEIPA3UTENbHO. Ho KHSI7KHA He OTCTasa:

- [ToBepr MHE. Hamm ¢ MucTtuciaBoM OTHOILIEHUS TOXKE HaYWHAIUCH CJIOXKHO. f He TOHKMMAaJla €ro, a OH He
OOBEPSI MHE - U HUYEro He MOT OOBSICHUTE. A elllé UMIIePaTop BHEC CBOIO JIEIITY, PEIINUB, YTO 5
noaxopsiasi A3bIYHUNa i [Jana. MucTa BEIHYIUIIM OTKA3aThbCS OT MEHS Pagy X OONIBIION ITOJIMTUKHU, U
OH COTJIaCHJICS. DTO TOXKe OOIbHO PaHUJIO.

[TpOoTHB BOMHU 1 YTOUHUIIA:
- 1? Kak ke BBl IPUILIN K TOMY, YTO UMEETE CEerOHsI?
ToJICTBI¥ M 37I0M HAMEK, HO Ha Apyrue s Oblja He CIIocoOHa.

- 1 He cMuUpwWIACh, B 9TOM MUCT IPOCYUTATICS, - KHS2KHA 030PHO YIIBIOHYIACE, - Oa U aH... 0H OB
paBHopyuIeH. HeT, OH KpacuBO yxazkuBaJjl, He2KHO 00HMMAJ U 1IeJI0BaJl, HO... K TOMY BpeMeHU g yX&Ke 3Haja,
Kak IleyeT JII00Amui My K4IrHa.

HexHo o6HUMAI U 1lejioBan?.. A si-TO qyMaJlia, KakK OH C TaKO#M J11000BbI0 BEIOMBATH BO3AYX €IIE€ XOPOIITUM
MI000BHUKOM CUMTAETCS. BEIXOOUT, ogHAa S CTpamaro.

- 3aueM BoOOIIIe HYyKHa Obl/Ia 3Ta KaHUTEJIL? - He BeIepaKarna s: - KTo u uto 6w Beiurpai, Kocca? 4 ue
TIOHMMaIo!

OHa iUk ONyCTHa Tjiasa.

- Knsarsa o monmgasuu. IIpoctn.

HagBepHoe, s 3aprrdana. Opguau KiaTBH, 6nun! ITodigu pa3bepucsk, 4To K yeMy!

- 4... cerogHs yeny B rOpOJ U OCTaHyCh Ha HOYb. BupmeTs yke He MOry 3TOT gBoperlr!!!

- Ho 3aueMm? - oHa yOMBIEHHO 3aXJIollajia ria3a: - Thl xodemb cOexxaTh? Mapro, Ho 3T0 Gecroie3Ho, Tebs,
BeposiTHee Bcero HauayT. C TaKoM BHEIIHOCTHIO TPYOHO 3aTEPSITHCS B TOJIIIE.

- Huuero, st mompo6y1o, - 6pocuiia ¢ ocTepBeHeHueM. YTy, cOery! Be3 meHer, HapsaoB u miaHoB! Bce mou
HaKOIUIEHUS U YKpalleHUs OCTAJIUCh B CTONMUIIH - B [ITax-AIlleH g B3sjIa MUHUMYM.

- Maprapura!
- 4 mpocTo MpoOBETPIOCH!

He mporasice, BHIIIIIA ¥ 3aXJIONHYJIA ABEePb. [IoTOM mmomymara, BEPHYJIachk U KPEMKO 0OHsIIa KHSIXKHY.
Kocca B Brixomke [laHa He BUHOBATa, KaK M B TOM, UTO S BIIOOUIIACh B HEIOOXOMOSIIETO0 MYXKYHHY.

ITony4YmB MOCHIT UOTU OANI€KO U... CHACTINBO, S IPOIIa B CBOU NOKOU. UYTo Xe B34ATh? [loxkKamnyi, KOCTIOM
IJIs BEPXOBOU €3[bl U IIapy HeB3paydHEIX IIJIaTheB. £ OeliCTBUTENILHO He XoTena cberaTh, HO OCTaBaThCS B
[MTax-AmeH GBIIO BhIIIIE MOUX CuJI. [IBOpel] HamOMUHAJI MHE 0 COOCTBEHHOM TJTYIIOCTH.

PeifB IOCTOSTHHO KPYTHUJICS PSIIOM M MelIaji. ITOT I'yJIEHA HAaKOHEI-TO 3arjIsSHYJ B TocTH. Bo mBopiie PeiiB
YaCcTO COCTABJISIJI MHE KOMIIQHUIO, HO B ITIOCJIEHEE BPeMsI MBI PEIKO BCTPEYaInCh. B oTmuyne oT MHOTHUX
MIPHUIBOPHEIX, ST BOPOHA He 00sjlach U BHUMAHMIO He MTPOTUBUIACH. "3Bepymka" [JaHa Obljla Ha MOPSOOK
yMHee U TIOpsiToYHee, YeM OOJIBIITMHCTBO BEJIbMOXK.



- Tebs He BHIIYCTSIT, - BIPYT cooOmuau MHe. $1 pe3Ko BCKHUHYJIA TOJIOBY, HO B KOMHATE T'yJISI/T BETEP.
Hwukoro. IToka3anocsk? Bpsig nu... 9 He HaCTOMbKO OepeMeHHa!

- [TouemMy MeHS He BBHIITYCTST? - CIIPOCUJIA, IPUXKUMAsT PYKHU K TPYOU.

- KomenpgaHTCKUil 9ac 1mocjie ceMy, - BeCeJIo OTBETUII I'ojloc. MHe IToMepelnioch, UIH... ero UCTOYHUK
ObLT BOpOH? ¢ mepecTarna NSATUTHCSI U BHUMATENIFHO [IOCMOTpeNIa Ha [epHaToro Opyra.

- PeiiB? - yTO4YHMIIa BOIPOCUTENILHO, YyBCTBYSI Ce0s1 3aKOHUEHHOM UAUOTKOM. - Tl pa3roBapuUBaelllb?

- PasroBapusaio, - pa3gasncs XMEIK. POT y BOpOHa He OTKPHIBAJICsA, HO CMOTPEII OH Tak... BEIPa3UTENbHO. -
Hy, PuT, Kak THI IIpeiCTaBAselllb cebe TOBOPSIIEro BOPOHa? Y Hero e CBSI3KM He IPUCIIOCO0IeH . 4
pocTo GopMUPYIO 3ByKOBYIO BOJIHY. Kak ThI 1100uIllb TOBOPUTSE... "He 3amMopaumBaiica"?.

Hy met! 4 xoTena 3amopounutscs! Ouens xoTena! KoHeuHo, K 4ygecaM 3TOT0 MUPa S JaBHO IPUBHIKIIA, HO
TOBOPSIIIUX BOPOHOB B MOeM IpaKTuKe He ObuIo!

- 3HAYUT, TH YMEEIllb TOBOPUTH, - S Ipucea psgoM ¢ PeiiBoM Ha OuBaH, - ¥ JaBHO? VK THI MOT TOBOPHUTH
BCE BpeMsi, YTO MEI 3HAKOMEI?

- 4 mor T'OBOPHUTH BCEraa, - CHOBa XMBIKaHbE, - HO 0osJICS 3a TBOIO HEXHYIO IICUXUKY. A TBHI XOTb OBI
ucnyrasnach Ay suna! 4 odeHs HemoBoseH!

ITouty 1aCKOBO CTYKHYJIa BOPOHA IO rojioBe. [ToxaMu MHe elll€, IepHaThIY IapukK!

- Tet Bcerga OblsTa CBOE00OPAa3HOM. ITUM U Iemnsia... A emé mo6poii. ITycTh 3a maHIupeM, B OyIie, HO
BCeTTa OT3BIBYMBOM, BCErfa MOHUMaMIIEH. U - YTO TMYHO MEHS BTOHSJIO B TOCKY - YEPTOBCKM HAaUBHOH.

- 41, MoxKeT, ¥ HauBHasl, - He BhIIepKasa, - Ho 3Haelrb 1, PumocodCckre pacCyKaeHHsI CO CTOPOHEI BOPOHA
TOXKe He PoHTaH.

- Bp-pennas Puta, - BOPOH BHArIyIO NPHTHYJI MHE Ha KOJIEHU, - HUUET'0, HAUBHOCTb BEIOBETCS C TOIaMMU.
MonopeHbkas Benb... I 1 He BOpOH. { HaBp, Kak TBOsI Mupa. Ho HeCKOIBKO Apyroro Buma.

O. Hasgs. IlpenectHo. MHe 6exkaTh 3a Kocco# niy mpoCTo MIapaxHyTh €r0 TalTKOM?

C mpyroi CTOPOHBEI, C MOeH I'0OJIOBOM [0 IIOCJieqHero MoMeHTa OBITIO BCE B Iopsimke. MoxXeT, BOPOH - 9TO
BuymeHnune? Ho korga? 4 HaxMmypuiack. PeiiB Bcerga OblI 4epecuyyp pa3yMHBIM OJIsT OOBIYHOM MTHUIIEL. [laH
00BSICHUII 9TO IPECCUPOBKOM, U 5 IOBEpUIIa, HO celyac...

OH Benb Bcerga MeHs noHuMas. CIMIIKOM XOPOIIIo ITOHUMaJT AJIi KPOXOTHOTO IITUYHEero Mo3ra.
- A IaH B KypCe, 94TO TH HaBb?

- Ila, - BOPOH KUBHYII, - 51 0cobasi UMIepaTopCcKasi HaBb. ITO TO, UTO HEe CMOTJIa cKa3aThk Kocca mop KisaTBoM
0 MOJTYaHUM. MHI eCTh ¥ KaXKI0oro U3 IeTel uMmieparopa. A y [laHa, Xopé€K Bepeck y KHSIXKHEL - HO OH Yallle
npsayercsa. U Xenuc, Kak Tel forapanach, y BeneMupa-Muctucnasa. Mel ¢ [laHOM pOOUINUCH ¥ POCIIHN
BMecTe. Tak 4uTo, ;yMaio, OH He MOT' MEHS He 3aMeTHUTh.

- XM, IIOKamyH, 1 gaxe He 3Hal0, KTO U3 Bac IpoTUBHee!

- 4 Toxe Tebs M0G0, - CO CMEIIIKOM ITapUPOoBall OH, - JTIOKHUCH CllaTh. He HyKHO HUKyHa 6exaTh. BopoTa B
CeMb 3aKpPHIBAIOTCSI, M B TOPO[ ThI TOYHO He IIONaméElllb, a U He BHOepelllbCsa U3 OKPECTHHIX J1eCOoB 6e3
IpoBoxkaToro. TeM Oosiee, mocie cunbHOM Oosie3nu, OepeMenHass. OTOpixal, st Oyay TeOsT CTOPOKUTE.

Kak mumno. Menst OymeT CTOPOXKUTh HEM3BECTHAS HaBb, KOTOPAsi, BO3MOIXKHO, SIBJISIETCS OpemoM CO3HaHUS,
a roe-To PSIIOM IPOTynIuBaeTcs laH, MedTas u30aBUTHCS OT HEYTOHOI'0 HACJIeMHUKA. YCHEIh C HUMH!

PeiiB moro pzkaji, Korga st Mpor3Heca 9TO BCIyX. d HEBOJILHO 3aIl0f03puiia B HEM CKPHITYIO Jiolrans. Ho
B KPOBATh JIeYb BCE K€ MPUIIIOCH - CUJT JeHCTBUTEILHO HE OCTAJIOCh.

BoT TOnbKO 3aCHYTH s He cMorjia. CIHUIITKOM MHOI'0 BOIIPOCOB CKOIIMJIOCH B IoJjioBe. PeiiB Gosiblile He
OoTBedYaJl, a HaWTH BOPOHA B ITI0JIlyMpPakKe KOMHATHI ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Korma wackr npoOuiu moTHOYb, S
BCTaJla U HaKUHYJIa IJIOTHHIM xanaT. Kocca npaBa, o0upgaMu 1 1o0erom s HUUero He pelry, a uX TaWHb
Hapoenu XyKe FOpPbKOU penbKu.

[Topa moroBOpPuUTH C JlaHOM HAYUCTOTY.

K nmokosam uMnepaTopa S HalpaBujach YBEPEHHOM IIOXOOKOM, CJieTKa OTHAloIel HePBO3HOCThLI0. Bipouew,
0eCrIoKOUTHLCS OBIIO HEe 0 4eM - II0CJie TIOJIYHOYHU ABOper 3atuxall. Mcuesanu gaxe Be3pecyue cioyru. O



MpadvHOU ciaBe [IPOKIATHIX 3eMeNTb eIlé He 3a0bITH OKOHYATEBHO.

Ilo ctenam u BIIpaBOYy Oeranu Ccepreie TeHH, HO HUKTO HE BEIIIEJI MHE HaBCTPeEYy. Hu Taninasa KaHIIeJIapus,
HW HAaBW, HU MBIIIKHY - S OBlNTa II0paXXeHa TaKUM KOJIJIEKTHUBHBIM I/IFHOpOM!

Kaxercs, He cynpba MHE YHTH OT Pa3roBopa.

Y xomHaT [laHa faXe MbSIHOTO CTPAaXXKHUKA HE BaJIsIyiock. [IPOTUB BOJIM ST HAXMypPHIIach. 3axonu, 6epu
IIepBoOe JIUIIO TOCyAapCTBa TEMmJIeHbKUM. KOHEYHO, OH CBOJIOYDb M CKOTHHA, HO TaKyl0 HEOPEXKHOCTD 5 He
noruMasa. Oco6eHHO, KoTAa AépHYyJa PyYKy - ¥ Ta 6e33a60THO mofanack MHe.

[MTpuinock 3aX0OUTh.

FoctuHas. OrpoMHasi, B CTPOIOM CTHJIE, 00UTasI JepeBOM, U ITyCcTa-a-asi Kak Mosl KU3Hb. f 3amepia, a
IIOTOM XJIonHya cebs o 16y - Houb Ha ABope, [laH HaBepHsSIKa B CIalbHe.

CJIOBHO IPOTHBOPEYa MOUM MEICJISIM, MMIIEPATOP BEIBAJIMJICS M3 BAHHOW. MOKPEIHA, B OMHUX MHUXKAMHBIX
[ITaHaX M C IOJIOTEHIIeM Ha rojioBe. M HeCcMOTpsi Ha OTKPOBEHHO ITOMSITHIN BUJ, PSIBKHYI [laH BIIOJIHE
6ompo:

- Tol Kyma cobpanachk Ha Houb?! CoBceM c yMa coria?!

Tonoc y ero BenudecTBa Oe3HaMEKHO XpUIles. 1 3axsionana ria3aMy, BCEM CBOMM BHUIOOM IIOKa3kIBas, YTO
CHXYy Ha Tome... Thdy, CTOI0 Ha HOraX POBHO.

B oTtnuuue ot [laHa, MeXOy IPOYUM.

Hamero umMnepaTopa 3aMeTHO ItaTano. IIpudnHa 00HAPYKUIACh Ha CTOJIE - TPU OYTHIIKY BUHA. [ 0OpOroro
¥ KOJUJIEKLIMOHHOT'0, Ha KOTOpPOe MbI ¢ iHec 06/I13kIBaIuCh HECKOJIBKO MecsieB. YEépToB uMnepaTop!

- [Tomozkmu, THI IIOIIIa KO MHE? - HaKOHeIl Co00pa3uI UMIIEpPAaTOp, ONMKUPasiCh Ha CTEHKY. - A TO PeiiB
nmepemar... s yX rnogyMas, coexaThb peluna.

- Te0st 3TO YOUBNSIET? - KAPTUHHO BEITHYJIa 6poBb. M He BEIOepxKasa: - TBOM ITOKOU YTO, BOOOIIe He
OXpaHSIOTCSA? 4 He BCTPeTHIIa HU OOHOT'O CTPaXKHUKa!

- OxpaHsioTcs, - [JaH pa3gpaxkEeHo MaxHyI PYKOH, - TeOsI MPOCTO BEJIEHO IIyCKaTh, a TalHas CTpaxa,
BUMMO... COeIMKaTHUYAIa.

[TpencTaBuB KOCHIE B3TTISIAHL U €XUOHBIN TOH, S HEBOJIBHO IPOHUKI/IACHh K MacKaM yBaKeHUEM.

- Puta-a, - IPOTSIHYJI UMIIEPATOD, - ThI JOJIXKHA.

4 nopouna nobnuxke. Y aHa GBI TAKONH HECYACTHHIN BUL, YTO aX 3aXOTEJIOCH I10XKAJIETh GEIHOTO0.
- Ter MHe He My, [laH, 4TOOH! 51 Oblia Tebe MOJKHa.

- §1 TBO¥ MMIIEPATOD, - HE COTJIACUJICS OH, - THL... THI JOJIKHA MEHS CJIyIIaThCs, BOT!

- Vinu co3pmaTh ONIO3UINIO, BO3TIABUTH 3aTr0OBOP M CBEPTHYTh CaMOAypa-TUPaHa, - MPaYyHO XOXOTHYJIA 1, -
9TOT BapuaHT HPABUTCS MHe ropa3no 6osblie!

ITapy cexyupn JlasH odpuruBam OT TAKOH HATTIOCTH.

- Y co6ma3HuTh CIEeOyIOero IpaBuTens, 1a, PUTa? - peBHUBO IIPEAOI0XKUI OH, HO He MOUrpar -
pacxoxoTancs. A 51, MeXy IPoYuM, Oblla IpefebHO CepPbE3HOI!

- Hy 3auem xe, Oyny IpaBUTh eIUHONUYHO! - mpencTaBuia cebs sTakoit EkaTepuHo# Benukoi u caMa
3acMmesnack. Het, He Mos ponb. M TOIBKO celidac fo MeHsI JOIILIO:

- B cmeicrie - co6ma3uuTth?! Tel o6op3er, JaH?! Boobie-To T MeHs coOma3Hum! 4 emé moMHIO Te KOCHIe
B3TJISIOHL. ..

- HepBHEIN THK!..

- JIambl TOK€e HEPBHBIM TUK pacItycKai?

- ¥V MeHs xBaTaTeNbHBIN pediiekc, - pa3yseibancs OH, a A... 0CO3HaJIa, 9YTo nIpuldbio raga!l
- Ha 6amy Toxke ObL1 pediiekc? - CKpecTuia PyKy Ha rpynau. [laH HEeOKUTaHHO XMBIKHYII.

- Her. Tt Ha Oasy Takasi IOTePSHHASA CTOsJIa, YTO MHE 3aX0TEJIOCh TOA00apUTh. IIpOryIsiThCS MO cany,
BEPHYTh AEBYIIKE PYMSHEI Ha IEKU. A OHA... cCpa3y IIpemJiokKuia "BEIIUTh".



Heposepuuso nnocMmotrperna Ha [Jana u BcnoMHusa. bnuH. I[TonydaeTcs, oH npas. IlepecnaTe He3HAKOMILY s
IIpensoxKuia cama.

- He mor ke g 0CTaBUTH TaKyl0 KPACUBYIO NEBYIIKY 063 BHUMAaHMS, - PACIJIBIIICS B YIBIOKE 3TOT HATJIBIN
Tun. Ho mIyTnuBLIM TOH OBICTPO CMEHHUJICS BUHOBATHIM: - [IpocTH, PuTta. OTKa3aThCs OBLJIO BHIIIE MEHS. 5
cTaparcs, 4ToOkl AeJI0 3aKOHYUIIOCh 6e3 II0CIefCcTBUH, HO...

- Be3 mocmencTBUil He 3aKOHYUIIOCH, - TIOABITOXKUIIA 51, a []laH CKPUBHUJIICS.

- Pura...

- {1 He Gynmy yOupaTh peGEHKa.

OH CO CBUCTOM BTSIHYJI HOCOM BO37yX. [I0TOM CTPEMUTENIBHO OKA3aJICs PSIZIOM H... 3aMep.

- Tet 6ecumb! UYTo 3Ha4uT - He 6yny?! OTo npukas, Mapro! Wnu Th 3abbijia, YTO OTEL YMEDP, U ST MOTY
OTIIPaBUTL TeOs Ha BCE YETHIPE CTOPOHEI?!

- OTmpaBnsdi, - corjiacunach IIOKOPHO, IOTIaXuBas ero ieke. Kakrue MBI I'PO3HBIE aX CTpantHo. CTOUT
MIOJIYTOJIBIN, MOKPHIM, IIBSIHEIM - @ TyJda XKe, paCKOMaHAoBaJICcs!

IlaH co 37mMoCThI0 CTPED MeHs B oxanKy. [Ipukan K ce6st ¥ 3apblICST HOCOM BO BOJIOCHL. M BOPYT COBEPILIEHHO
TPE3BO IPOU3HEC:

- YTo0 XK, €C/Iu X04YeIlb IIPaBHl - mojiydal. 9TOT peOEHOK yOrET TeOs1, Puta. Kak ckaszan PeiiB, pon
MMIIEPATOPOB, OH OCOOEHHEBIN. Y HAaC eCTh 3alllUIaionias HeYuCcTh. BOPOH, C KOTOPHIM THI 00IIajiach MHOT'O
7eT, 310 pakTuuecku 5. TouHee, MOSI BTOpPasi IMYHOCTh, BOIIJIOIIEHHAS B Kago. Ml XKuBEM B cumbuose. Ho
Yy TAKOTO COI03a... BLICOKas IIeHa.

A cuenwuna 3y0OH ¥ mpoMostdana. Ilorom, Mapro, motom. Eciiu TH cefiyac COyTrHEIIs UMIIepaTopa, HUKOTaa
He y3Haellb BCero!

- Be3 "cnuBaHUsS" ¢ Kapmo g He criocobeH 3auaTh pebeHka. 1o ymoOHO, Bedb PeifB ciuBaeTcsa Co MHOM
HCKIIOUUTEJIBHO 10 06010IHOMY KejlaHuio. Becerma. Kpome omHOTO Ciy4as...

YyBCTBYI0, CTajla UMEHHO TeM UCKIII0OUeHHeM, KOTOpPOoe OJHO Ha TeIics4y. Ha 3TOT pa3 s He cmepzkaach -
IofHsJIa riasa Ha [aHa.

n B3OPOTHYyJIa, IIOJIYYUB B OTBET HpHMOfI TJIEIOIIUY B3TJISI.

- Korma Kamo u HOCUTEIb BIIOOIISIOTCS, TO CIUSTHUE HauyuHaeT cOOUTh. PeliBa TIHYIIO K Tebe He MeHbIIIe,
yeM MeHsi. Ml 00a He MOTJIM KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CIIUSTHHUE - OHO BEIXOOUIIO caMo II0 cebe. B mmepBIil pas, B
meIepe, IMOBE3JI0 - MBI HEe IyMaJiu O AeTsX. A Ha 6ajy... Bompoc HacnegHMKa cediuac OCTp, KakK HUKOTHA.

OH pPe3KO0 CXBATHUII MEHS 3a NOOO0POHOK, HE [aBasi ONMYCTUTD JIUIO:

- Kak s HenaBupgen Tebst aTu Tpu roga! Kak usBomgu, muinb Obl TH yiia! PeiB mOTEPsiNI TaMsiTh BMECTE CO
MHOM, HO OH pBaJics K Tebe, Kak cymacinenmuii. Purta, PuTa... A 1 He moHuUMaJ, moyeMmy Purta, ecnu TH
Bcerga Oblla ©MeHHO MaprapuToii. Tl CHUJIaCh HaM, MOCTOSTHHO. MBI MCKaIu 3aMeHy. MBI UCKaIU Ty, C
KOTOPO¥ HaM o060ouM OymeT XOPOIII0, HO OCTaBaJsICs T'ONIbHEIN ceKc. Y Kpyr HEeHaBUCTH HaYMHAJICS CHavarsa.

- Tel ke ObLT IecapeBuYeM, [laH, - HEPBHO BhIaa §, - HEyKeJIu UMIIepaTop He momén Ov Tebe
HaBCTpeuy”?

JIuio ero BenmyecTBa UCKa3ujia IIyramoigas rpuMaca. Ho Hamo oTmaTh gonkHOoe [laHa - B 9TOT Pa3 MeHd He
CTHUCHYJIX CO 3JIOCTH, a OepPzKaJlid KaK XPYIIKYIO Ba3y.

- Orern 3Ha! - BEIIUIIOHYTI OH: - OH cpa3y CMEKHYVJI, UTO S He IIPOCTO IIPUTAIMII He3HAaKOMKY BO ABopel! A
KOorja IOHsJI, 9YTO PelB MPOHUKCS CUMIIaTHEH K Hel, Hadyanoch Mo€ namenue! OTer] 3anpeTun Te6s
BBITOHSITH. MHE B YPOK 3ampetui! 4 momkeH ObLT HAYYUTHCS XKUTh 6€3 OTIsIOKu Ha Jio00Bb. Ha
MIPUBSI3aHHOCTh Kamo. YToOw! THI ObLIa IIEpPEN ry1a3aMy, a s Teprest. YTobsl Mbel ¢ PeliBoM BooOIIEe
pa3ydusInch YyBCTBOBATh. f He MOT [ake IIPEeTeHO0BaTh Ha Tebs, Bedb HAlll CEKC - IIPSIMOMU IIyTh K
CIUSHUIO ¢ Kamo. K 3auaTuio Hacnemuuka. Ho mpo6i1eMa B TOM, YTO IIePBOTo pebEHKa ¢ Kaflo CIocoOHa
BLIHOCHUTH JIMIIIb CUJIbHENIIasa A3bIYHNUIIA, TaKasd KakK AnekcaHgpa unu Kocca! [lanbliie yKe IIpolile, TOTOKHU
He TaKue MOIIHBIE, M OOBIYHAas XKEeHIIMHA CIIPaBUTHLCS, HO IlepBeHel... Mol nepBeHel] Tebs yoreT, Puta. U
0 HaIle# CBsI3M He MOTJIO OBITh U peun. M TH, 4€PTOBA yOpsMas Oypa, He corjialiajach HU Ha OEeHbI'd, HU
Ha rmoMotis. [lenana MHe mogapku! - oH riy0O0KO BBIJOXHYII U IIPOAOJIZKUII YK€ CIIOKONHO... II0 KpalHen
Mepe, TOJI0CoM. - IToka st He momMHUI npo [lax-AtieH, Ob110 poiIre. S cuuTan Te6s1 TyCTh JTI0OUMOI, HO
MOIIeHHUIEH 1 adhepPUCTKOM, ¥ KOTa BOOYHIO YBUAEJ, Kak mobuBasicst Te6s1, KaK THI JIaCTUJIaCh U
mobuna... B TOT meHb 51 BCE NpoKIsii. Yoepu peOEHKa WU S 3aCTaBII0. 1 maBHO cebs CKET, HO Tebe
CropeThb He I03BOJIIO.



... A B yIIIax 9x0M 3By4au cjoBa AnekcaHOph: "Crpocu Kak-HuOynb v [JaHa, moueMy Te6si 0OCTaBUIIU BO
oBopiie. MoxXeT, eClId CMEJIOCTU XBaTUT, OTBETUT".

I'masa 15
- He yxomu.

B3pmporuyia oT HEOXKUIAHHOCTHA U TPOMaXHYJIaCh MUMO pyKaBa. TOHKOe HUXKHEE IJIaThe 00JIauKoM
CKOJIb3HYJIO 110 Tely, HaKphIBasi MEHsI C T'OJIOBOM.

Bripyramnace. CTsaHyJa nIjlaThe ¥ 0O4eHb, 04eHb YKOPU3HEHHO I0CMOTpeNia Ha uMIiepaTopa. Pa3panuBiucs
Ha OTPOMHO¥, U3PSIOHO IOMSITOM KPOBaTH, [laH Mmoegajl MeHs TOJOAHBIM B3rjIsimoM. HakKMHYTh XanaT OH He
YOOCY2KUJICS, U 5 IIOCIIeIIHO OTBeJla I'jla3a.

X0Ts Ka3amock OB, Yero YK CMYIIaThCs?..

- {1 He X04y cINIeTEH, - IIpoLlegUIia CKBO3b 3y0Obl. CeMb yTpa - IIOCIIeJHUN IIaHC NCUYe3HyTh He3aMe4YeHHOH.
YépT mobepu, st ene 3actaBuia cebs BctaTth! "He yxopgu..." JIyuiie 6 s Houblo cOexkaa!l

- [To3gHO myMaTh 00 3TOM, - MPOMYPJIbIKA [aH, - T ITOIajach.

3amycTuia B HETO JeKOPaTUBHOM MOOYIIKOM. Pe6siuecTBO, 3HAI0, HO XBAaTUT MeHs co0s1a3HsaTe! YU
MYCKyJaMH UT'PaTh TOXKe He Haao!

Yxe Hacobma3usaICcs!
- Yto Oymeurs menaTth? Thl He 3a0bljIa 0 MOEH... MPOCLOEe?

Myx4yuHa B cepeOpUCTOl rmagu 3epKajia OblI IPeOeibHO CePhE3eH. 4 MpuKycusia ryoy, pasriisigbiBas ero
otrpaxeHue. OT BOCIIOMUHAHUY CJIaKO 3aHbBIJI0 BHU3Y KUBOTA. HUYYTh HE CTECHSSICh CBOEHM HaroTH, [laH
TIOOHSJICS C TIOCTENM U TIpuXKaiics Ko mHe. Ox! Hy Kak mpu4yEcKy AenaTh B TAKUX YCIIOBUSX?!

- {1 He cTpapgao CKIepo3oM, MO UMIIEPATOp, - HaAMeHHO GBIPKHYJIa, XOTS Ha AyIle CKpe6lIuch KOIIKHU.
OpHaxko X Apyroro BeIxoga He Ovlo. Eciu cuTyanus ¢ Kafo TakKas CJIOXKHas, IPUAETCSA youpaTs peOeHKa.
Bcé paBHO eMmy nmoru6ats BMecTe co MHOH. Ho...

He To, 4TO6H 51 He moBepsiia [laHy... TOPOAUTE TAKyI0 CKa304YKy paau abopTa - BEpX UANOTU3Ma, HO MHE
XOTEeJIOCh TOTOBOPUTE ¢ Koccoil. YTo-TO He CKJIafgbIBajIoCh. MOXKET, S IIPOCTO HE CMUPUJIacCh. A MOXKET, 5
merCTBUTENbHO HauBHAS Aypa, U [laH 3aroBapuBajl MHe 3yObl B Hajlexkae u30aBUTHCS OT OacTappa.

C ppyroi ctopontl, PeiiB Ob11. Kak n Anekcanzpa ¢ Koccoit, KoTophle yCUJIEHHO HaMeKaau, YTO
WMIIEPATOPCKAst CEMbS - 0COOEHHas.

- THI OIIATE [aJIeKo, - 3aBOpYall €ero BeJIMYeCTBO, eIy MeHs B IIJIedo. TaxKeno B3MOXHYyIIa.

- OTO CJI0KHO IIOHSITh ¥ IPUHATSE, [laH, - U He yaepaKanachk - 1 XOTb CMOTY UMeTh JeTel rmocmue?..
MyxuwuHa, O0HUMAIOIINHI MEHS, Ha MUT 3aMep.

- KoneuHo, ecnu He OymeT ocioxHeHUY. Ho MBI ITONEITAEMCS CBECTH IIOCTIEACTBUS K MUHIMYMY.

A B T7mazax - THIATENbHO CIpsiTaHHas 60Jb. f mpuKanach K HEMY BCEM TEJIOM KaK HOYbBIO, Pa3esisisi Hally
6omb Ha gBoux. [IpaBma, yTpoM KOe-KTO IIPOCIIaiICs M O0HAPYKUJI COHHYIO Pa30MJIEBIITYIO IEBYIIKY B CBOEH
noctenu. M HemenjaeHHO 3TUM BOCIIOJIL30BaJICH.

Bcnreixayna. MHKOrHUTO Ha 6aly ¥ 3mech, M0 OPHUIIMaIbHOr0 3HAKOMCTBA... 9TO OBLIO Mo gpyromy. CeromHs
MBI OLIJTH BMECTE C IIOJTHBIM OCO3HaHHEM TOr'0, UYTO mejlaeM. Kak oOnuHas ¢ppeinnHa U UMIIepaTop.
ITo3gpaBbTe MeHs, I HAKOHEII-TaKHu ITomasia B (haBOPUTKH.

A TOuHee, B IOCTEJNIbHBIE TPEJIKUA. XOTS KaKas yKe pas3Huila!l

- Viigu! - 3ammnena 1, 00HapyKuB, YTO "MONENysIMHU B IeWKy" [laH He orpaHuYuiICcs. B rojoBe MenqieHHO
TyMaHunock. C TpyooM IIpu3BaB cebst K MOPAOKY, ST BEIBEPHYJIACh U BCTajla HallPOTUB.

- Ycmokotiics, 03a004eHHBIN MOH! - ¥ caMa HeBOJIbHO MOILIHIIA OT €Tr0 yILIOKH: - 5 moeny B TOPOM CerOoHs,
He Tepsu.

- PeliB MPUCMOTPHUT, - KUBHYJI OH U BOPYT CKpuBHUJiCsA. [Ipo HEBeCT, HaBepHO, BcnoMHuUI. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe,
MHE XOTEeJIOCh TaK AyMaTh.

ITouenoBas MY2KYHWHY Ha IMPOIIaHue, 4 IIOKKUHYJIa UMIIEPAaTOPCKHUE ITIOKOH.



HecMmoTps Ha MpadHBIe IEPCIEKTHUBEI, celuac si Obljla CYaCTIUBa. YILIOKA He CXOAHUIIa C JIUIla, Kak 5 He
MIBITAIACh €€ CKPHITh. [IyCTh MBI pa3Hble, IIYCTh HaM He [0 IIyTH, IyCTh OyayInee - TYMaHHBIHA JIEC, HO...
CeronHst HOYBIO S YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO HyXKHAa €My I10-HaCTOSILIEMY.

Iypa Te, PuTka. OH uMIIepaToOp, Y HETO HEBECT IIOJIOH ABOP, @ ThI BCETO JIUIb dpperinrHa. Bo3aMoXKHO,
pebEHOK cTas O®I [JIT MEHSI OTAYIIMHOM, HO He cynbs0a. 9 CKpuBUIIach TOYb-B-TOUL Kak [laH. Bpoxe
CMUpPUIIaCh, Ha4Yasia CTPOUTH IIJTAHHI - ¥ XaHa. 3aKOHYUIACh MOsi OepeMeHHOCTb.

Kak Ha3710, MaTEpUHCKUY WHCTUHKT, MUPHO CISIIINN CTOJIBKO JIET, BEIJIE3 U3 eTapruu. OH TpeboBai He
cremuts. [logymats. Ho 4TO TONKY?

MoxeT, ¢ Koccoii moropoputs?.. OT uMIepaTopa nogpodHOCTEN He MOXKOEIILCS, JIezKaJll ¢ yTpa Oyka
Oyxkoii. Kak OynTo 3TO s Hamowuia ero BUHOM, a IIOTOM pa3Bejia Ha OTKPOBeHUs!

Kapmo... PeiiB - HeUuCTh UK 10 MECTHOMY "HaBb". Y BCexX OeTel MMIEPaATOPCKOM CEMbU €CTh Kafo. i napy
pa3 Bugena xopbka y Onbru, gaxe clpalliiBalia mpo Hero. Ho KHSAXKHa cHenajia BU[, YTO He yCJIIbIIIana
Moero BoIpoca. JIe3Tk He cTajla - B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Y AE€BYIIKU AOJI2KHO OBITH CBOE JINUHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO.
A Temeps OKa3bIBAETCs, ITO Kamo...

- Mapro? - yonusnéHHbIl rosoc Kocchl 3acTtan MeHsI BpacIlyIoX. YBIeUYEéHHAsa CBOMMU MBICIIAMY, I 9YyTh He
MOONIPHITHYJIA aKu Kolka. ['ocronu, Tak moceneTh MOXKHO!

Kusxua TeMHOBCKasi 3aMepiia Yy MouX IToKoeB. Hemas cuena. Kak oHa 30ech oKa3anach?!

- 4 xoTesna y3HaTh, KaK TH, - CMyTUBIINCH, IPOU3HECIIA NEBYIIKA, - IPOCTO BYepa ObIJI TAKOM HEPBHBIN
Beuep. [laxke yCHYThb He IIOJIy4YUJIOCh. f cXonmsa BHU3, K pebsiTaM U3 TaWHOI'0O IIpHKa3a, HO OHKM HUKOTO He
Bumenu. Mapro, a... Tae TH Obla?

PsimoM ¢ KHSI?)KHOM ITOCIIBIIIANICS eXUAHBIA XMBIK. OIyCTUB TOJIOBY, S YBUEJIa OTPOMHYIO COOAKY, TOX0XKYIO0
Ha XacCKH.

C upe3BBLIYaliHO BHIPA3UTENbHON MOPIOMH.

- Tel nydIe copocHu, He TOe oHa OblNla, a ¢ KeM! - BeIiajia IICUHA, TIIATEIbHO OOHIOXUBAS MEHS.
OurapaieHHasi 1 He cpa3y Halllachk ¢ 0TBeToM, a Kocca yKOpU3HEHHO BCKPUKHYIA:

- Xemnuc! Tel yTO cebe mo3Bomnsgenib?! 3aueM myrate Mapro?! 4 y>X MoI4y 0 TOM, YTO TBOM HaMEKHU He
OONyCTUMBEL!

ITéc TonmbKo r1a3a 3akaTuil. C ero MUMHUKOM BHIIIIO TakK KPaCHOPEe4YHnBO, 9YTO 4 ITOKPaCHeJIa.

- Bo-nnepBrix, PeliB ¢ Hell yKe pa3roBapuBai! A BO-BTOPHBIX, ThHI IepeKUBaeEIllb, He CIIUIIb, a OHa C [JlaHOM B
IMOKOsIX o0xKuMaeTcsi! BoH, BCcsT UM mpomaxiial

KpacHeTs manbine 6B1I10 HEKYAA, HO S cMOrJjia. YEPT, ¢ KHSIKHOM ¥ BOPaBOY HEXOPOIIO MOJTyYuIIoChk. Ei
HepBHUYATH Heb3s, a I C TaKUMU 3asBJIEHUSIMU IIpo nober 1 npodee. Hago 6b110 XOTH CIyKaHKY
rocsaTh, IPeaynpenuTh...

B 06].LIEM, TEC Hae3KaJll UCKITIOYUTENbHO I10 neny. A ecnu a1 yragajlia XO03siMHOM, TO HET HUYEeTro
YOUBUTEJIBHOTO B €TI0 Hae3aaX.

- Xenuc - kago Muctucnasa? - yTo4HUIIA S BOOIrojioca. KHsKHA M3yMJIEHHO BEITApaIuiach Ha MEHS.

- [Toxany#, 1 MHOrOoe nponyctuna! Mapro, Ham HyKeH yTPeHHUN dai!

4 Hapesinack, YTO MEC OCTABUT HAC, HO OH BHATJIYIO PA3BAJIUJICS HA JUBAHEe. Emé rmasza namnoi IIPUKPHIII,
MOIJI, HE CIIyLIalo " BOOOIIIE - HE HY2>KHa MHE€ Ballla K€HCKas 6GOJITOBHS.

C monnbo# mocmoTpena Ha Koccy.

- M?.. - oTo3Basach oHa, pa3nuBas 4Yai: - UTo-To He Tak ¢ XenmucoMm? K cmoBy, [lan 00bsicHUI Tebe PO
Kazmo? A TO TH Yepecuyp CIIOKOHas, - pacCMesiiach OHa.

¢l HeBOIbHO OTBNEKJIACH OT IICa:

- Yto 3HauuT "cunokoiHag"? Hy, s moHsn1a Mpo oco0yo HEYUCTD U CBA3b C HocuTeneM. Y, coOCTBEHHO, BCE,
- CKa3ajia H... OCeKach. KHsxXKHa MOorisagesia Ha MeHs KakK Ha pe0EHKa, C OOMOHLIM CHUCXOXKIEHUEM.

OcTaBUB N0Ka rops4yuil Yai, oOHa IIyCTHUJIACh B pa3bsicHeHUus. U o Mepe eé pacckasa, 1 MeOJjIeHHO, HO
BEPHO 3Bepejia. BEIXOOuIi0, 9TO HOCUTEIF MOT YYBCTBOBAaTh, BULETH U CIIBIIIIATE Yepe3 Kano. Bce, uto s



rosopuna PeliBy, 3Han Hau! OH MOT JIETKO IIEPEKIIOUUTLCS Ha 3peHue UIU CIIyX BOpoHa! { BcnoMHUIa,
CKOJIPKO pa3 PeliB ne3 KII0BOM B MO€ IEKONbTe U MMOYTH 3aKuiiena. 3acpaunsl! Oba!

- I’IpaBua, Xenuc yYyTBEPAKOAET, 4TO Y Kaao BCE-TaKM €CTh JINYHBIE MEICTIH U Pa3roBOPEI, KOTOPEIE MOXKHO
CIIPpATAThb OT HOCHUTEIA, - y.TIbI6Hy1'IaCI) KHsA2KHa, - HO He 3Hal0o, Ha CKOJIBKO 3TO IIpaBaa.

Ha guBaHe nmpoOypdYasu 4TO-TO IIPO HETOBEPYUBHIX, HO BCE PABHO "OYeHb JIIOOUMBIX OaphIHSIX". A
HEBOJIBHO YJIEIOHYJIach BCIIeN 3a KHSAXKHOM.

- JInuyHO 51 cumTal Xenuca 3TaKUM I'OJIOCOM pa3dyMa y Mucrtucnasa, - npogoixuna Kocca, - u Pelis, u
Xemnuc, onu 60jiee uCKpeHHUe, NoOpeie. X0Ts y PeliBa xapaKTep HOTsSXKeJiee, 3TOT0 He OTHATh. Kak
BIIPOYEM M MMIIEPATOP Hall - YeJIOBEK CJIIOXKHBIN.

BompocuTenbHO nopHsa OPOB.

- OH KaxeTcst 6eCXUTPOCTHEIM, 6JIarOPOOHEIM, 3TAKUM lIeCapeBUYEM U3 POMAHOB, - BEPHO HUCTOJIKOBAJIa
MOU MHTEepec KHSXKHA, - HO 3TO0 ¢asibInb. Macka. Y Hero Bceraa CBOM UT'DHI, faxke MUCTHCHABY MOPOH
HETIOHSITHO Bcero. HampuMep, HeJaBHUM Cydal ¢ HamafieHueM SI3BIYHUIIE B 3ase. Thl 3aKpuyara,
noMHuIE? Tak BOT, MuUCT cKa3as, 94To PeliB He MOT He 3aMEeTHUTh HamnameHus, TeM 6oJjiee OHU KOAIU
npoBokauuu. To ecth, [laH 3Ham 00 yaape, HO BEICTABUII BCE Tak, OyATO TH ero cuacia. OH BOoOIIe 9acTo
OT3BIBaeTcCs 0 Tebe, KaK 0 TepOWHEe, HO 3aUeM 3TO HYKHO, HUKOMY HE SICHO.

39? Ero Beru4ecTBO UTO, COBCeM OeneHbl 00besncsa?! Y MeHsT 4yTh cepille He 0CTaHOBHUIIOCh, a OH 3Han?!
Oypaxk!

Ho pa - Bonnpoc. Ecnu g He cniacana [aHy KU3Hb, TO 3a4€M 3TU TAHIHI?..

- U Takux ciy4yaeB MHOTO, - B3goxHyJa Kocca, - MUCT TOpo¥ 31IUTCS, YTO C KPy2KEeBHEIMU IJlaHaMu [laHa
He IIOHSATHO, KaK AelMCTBOBaTh fJasnblie. [ToaToMy [y MeHS Halll UMIIepaTop TaKOo¥W TEMHEBIN JIeC, 4TO JaxKe
60s13HO 3a TebOs1, Mapro. Ho ecnu Te6st o60kaeT PeiiB, 3HauuT, moout u ax. Kamo - 3epKano 4yBCTB
Hocutenei. [IpaBpa, 1060Bb MOSI? - OHA C YCMEIIIKOM ITOKOCHUJIach Ha IIica.

- Tel He B Mepy OonTiauBas feBYOHKa! - IpuseTeso B O0TBeT: - M BpengHas! U ecnu Ovl He I100UNH - JaBHO ObI
yXxe cpenu!

- Bot Bugums! Emé 3aMyzK He BHIIIA, a Y2Ke OOHU OrpaHUYeHUs Oa yrpo3sl! Xemuc, ugu-Ka KO MHe - 6yay
MY4YHUTb HA TEMY CMOTPUH!

- Myuya# - He My4ali, HEYero ¢ HacC B3sTh. [Ipo cumnaTuu u BeIOGOp [laHa MucTy HU4YEero Heu3BeCTHO. MHI,
KOHEYHO, KOe-4To IIpeJiriojaraeM, HO 3TO TOJIBKO Aoraaku. TeMm Goiee, cefiuac Ha IIEPBOM MeCTe - IOMMaTh
SIBBIYHUIY-IIMTUOHKY U BEIICHUTD, YTO CJIYUYMJIOCH C HeBecToU. U uTob THI, ero3a, HUKyOa He Bjie3ja!

- 3aHypa! - npunevartarna KHsAXKHa ¥ HaayJlach, a ... f He yaepzxKanacs.
- A TBI 3Haeb Tpo 6epeMeHHOCTh, Xenuc? ITouyeMy s OOKHA YMEePEeTh?

[1éc HEOXOTHO CIIOJI3 C HajJIbHErO AuBaHa u mepebparscs Ha cody k Kocce. { oxupana ynpekos, HO Xenuc
OBIJI caMa OeIMKATHOCTD.

- Kapio paHbIlle KUY B COI03€ C A3BIYHUKAMH, MOAAepKUBas ce6s 3a CIET ux cuibl. KHs>kHa MapusH,
KOTOpas CBsI3ajia Kamo ¥ MMIIepaTopa, MOHKUMAJIa, YTO SHEPTUH OT JII0geld HaM Majio, II03TOMY U
BBICTABHMJIa TAaKOe yCoBue. MaTephio IepBeHIla O0JIKHA OBITh MOIITHAS S3BYHUIA, KOTOPOU XBAaTUT
9HEPTHUH Ha IIPOXKOPIUBOTO Kamo. U3 Tebs ke peOEHOK OyoeT BHITITHUBATh HE CUITY, a 9HEPTHUI0 XKU3HU. To
€CThb, THI ME[IJIEHHO COCTApPHUIILCS U YMPEIsb. 1o MeMyapaM MMIIePAaTOPOB BEIXOOUT, UTO K TPEM MecsIaM
OT KEHIIUHHBI OCTAETCS O1egHast TeHb, C JIEKAPSIMM OHA MOXKET JOTSIHYTh OO0 MATH. A KakKol y TeOst CPOK?

- [IBa Mecdna... - XOpOIIIo, YTO S CUAeJia M KUIATOK B pyKax He mepxkaia! Kakoi kommap! - Boxe, a ecnu
Obl AnmekcaHOpa He nmpuexana?! f O6nI y2Ke BCKOpe MOKOoWHuIEeH Ovia?!

- Muct mogo3pesar, - "yTemun" MeHs IEC, - HO OH Ja/l€K OT XKEHCKOM TeMbl. [Togoxkau! - HaxMypHJiCs
xacKu: - [IBa mecsana? U Tl o cuX IOp HUYETo He IIOYYBCTBOBasa?

- A 4TO s mOJIXKHA ITOYYBCTBOBATh? Y MeHs BOOO1Ie... prnermMaTuyHasi 6epeMeHHOCTh. J[laXke UCTEPUK U
XOTeJIOK HeT. MoxkeT, AneKcaHIpe M0Ka3aloCh?

[Téc oropaasncsa ot Kocchl u TmaTenbHo MeHs o0HIoxan. $1 6vl ckasana, ¢ nogo3penreM obHioxasl. Ho mo
WUTOTY IIJIEMTHYJICSA Ha 3aMHUITy ¥ TPpU3aqyMalIics.

- He moka3zaocs, - 0TO3BaJICs OH, - HO TBOS IIpaBfa, HUKAKUX CUMITOMOB. Y TeOsi HelCTBUTENBHO OUYEHb
crokoitHas 6epeMeHHOCTL. Kamo pasBuBaeTcst HopMaabHO. TONBKO He ITOHUMA0, OTKYa OH S9HEePIHio
GepeT-To?..



ME&I He 3HaJM, ¥ TIOTOMY ITPOMOJTYau. A Ha yM BOPYT HPUINEN BUEPAIIHUNE Pa3roBop...

- Mapro, a ecnu THL... - 0ueBUIHO, Kocca nmomymarna o ToM xke. Ho s He masna el JOrOBOPUTE, OTYASIHHO
3aMoTaB rojoBoi. Eme He xBaTano, 4TOOH PO "SI3bIYHOCTR" y3HANI Benpmup!

K cuacThio, OHA morazianachk ¥ OBICTPO NMEPEKITI0OYNIia BHUMaHue 1ca. K ToMy &Ke, y MEHSI OCTalluCh
BOITPOCHI.

- Xemnuc, a Kago CIIOCOOHHBI IPUXOOUTh... 3-3-3, HOUBI0. MIX MOXKHO He BUAETh, HO OLIYIIaTh KaK YejioBeKa?

Cyqns 1o ToMy, Kak MeperIsHyIUCh U 3apkanu o0a - 1 yobio [lana. U PeiiBa 3a KommnaHuio!!!

[TocKpuIIbIBasi, KapeTa MuajiaCh B CTOPOHY ropofa. 1 OBl mpeamoysiia moe3gKy BepXoM, YeM B 3TOH
PYXISIOU, HO MYXKYMHBI BOCITPOTUBUIIUCH. [lecKaTh, He MOI0XkeHo OapriinHe! TTocnana ux j1ecom, HO
COTJIacHUIach Ha KapeTry. BaphImHs B TOM0XKEeHUH, OJTHH!

HpoHusa 3akimodanachk B TOM, YTO HOpPMaJIbHOM KapeThl BO OBOPIle He OBLJIO - CBOU II0OKa He 3aBe3JIH, a 3a
Ky4epoM B ropof nocjiaTh He ycrenu. OCTajcs TOJIBKO OeKyPHBIN 3K3eMIJIIP, KOTOPHIM celdyac CKpHUIIe
¥ TIOMMMCKUBAJ, KaK IPUIEeMUBIIIasi XBOCT cobaka.

A B rOMOBE 3By4aJl rojioc Koccsr.

" - He mepexuBaii, Mapro, 3To HOpMajbHO [JIs Kafo. B CBOEM UCTHHHOM 00pa3e OHU MYXKYUHEI,
3epKaJIbHbIEe KOITHY X035€B, U UM TOXKEe X0UeTCH... TAaKOH JII0OBH.

- Y1 uTo Teneps - B TIO0YI0 KOWKY 0€3 pa3pereHus JI1e3Th?!

- Hy, dusuyecku HUKaKOT0 BMeNlaTeIbCTBa HeT, Kafo 3deMepHH, KaK npuspaku. OHU JIUIIL CO30a0T
olLIyIIeHusi, MEHTanbHEIe. HO TBOS mmpaBma, MuUCTHCIAB Cpal3y UCIPOCUIT MOE pa3pelleHue Ha TaKue BEIu,
- MPOM3HEeCIa OHA U BHOBh 3a/Iijlach KpacKou"

Bort! [Taxxe 6ecliepeMOHHBIN I'JlaBa TalHOM KaHIIEJIIPUN OKa3aJICsA TaKTU4Hee!

PeliBa, UMeBIIETO HEOCTOPOXKHOCTh 3aJIETETh B KapeTy, I MITHOBEHHO cIjamnasa B 00bsaTus. BopoH ax
KPSIKHYJI OT MO€# m100BU 1 OBICTPO CMEKHYJI, UYTO AEJI0 OPSiHb. YepkaTh 3Ty 3apa3y s He CMOTJIa, HO
TIOMSITBIM B[ HEYUCTU OB MHE OTHYIITHHOM.

- PetiB! Upou coma, CKOTHHA YEPHOKPHIIAs!
[TTurn TonpKO GBIPKHYI B OTBET, HAOIIOast 3a MHOM C IUBAaHYUKA HAITPOTUB.
- Teb6st Kocca uem Hamouna?! Yke Ha YeCTHEIX BOPOHOB Opocaetmbesi! - 3aBo3mymiancs oH. ['ag Kakoii!

- Ha wecTHBIX?! - B3peBesa g, HO BCTAaTh He peIniach - KapeTa yrpokarole HaKpeHuIach B CTOPOHY: - KTo
MHe HOYbIO IIof ofmessio yie3, a?! [IBa MaHbsAKa Ha napy ¢ [Janom! KactpupoBaTs Bac Hazo!

BopoH 4yTh He 3aIOXHYJICS OT CTOJIb HePaayKHOM IIePCIEeKTUBEL.

- Ia tet!.. [Ja me1!.. [la MBI CKy4ainnu, Mexkay poduM. [lymainu o Te6e IOCTOSTHHO, a Thl BCET{ia XOJI0gHasd,
TpycTHas, K Tebe He momouTu! 3aKphiack Bcsa! A Tak X0Tb BMecTe ¢ [JTaHOM pacciabuiIucs!

- To ecTn, BHI e111é 3a MeHsI 6eCIOKOUINCEL?? A po [laHa BOOOIIe He TOBOPH - OH, TPYC, TUYHO IPUHTHU
fosisics, a Kamo nockliant!

Y BOpoHa OTBUCJIA YETIOCTh.

- A uTO0, MOXHO OBITTO? B cMEBICHIE, THI OBI HE IIPOTHAa Hac?

PasymMm xnonHyn ce6s o noy u 3asBui: "Ox, oypeiHa TH, Mapro". CiaBaTh cTpaTeruieckyio nHdopmaIuo
- Hame Bcé. IIpoMonuas, g oTBepHyNachk K okHy. Korma s ux nporousana?.. Toxke MHe, 6eHbIe-HeCcUacTHEIE-
o0e3[oIeHHEIe.

- Tak HaM MOXKHO HpI/IXOJII/ITB? - KaxeTcs, PeiiB 6e3 BCIKHUX IIOOCKA30K IIOHAJI, YTO Y MEHS Ha Aylie.

Kupnymna. [Toka [laH He )KEHUTCSI, @ IIOTOM... JIMIIUBIIKCDH JTIOOMMOT0 MYKUYHUHEI U Pe6GEHKA, 5T ToXKe cebst
coxry. Ho 0TKa3aTbCs OBINIO BBIIIIE MOUX CHIL.

Ol11eHUB MO€E COCTOSTHHE, BOPOH IIepejieTel OGpaTHO Ha KoneHu. Cen u TKHYJICSA HOCOM B 2KUBOT.

- OH elllé KPOXOTHBIN NMIAaPUK, CTYCTOYEK SHEPTUH, HO yKe JKUBOH, - BOPYT C TPYCTHIO Ipou3HEéC Peis, - BOT
TBEI PyTraembCsi, @ MBI CHa4dalla OTI[OB IIOTEPSIIN, a TeIeps - JeTel. S Kak mpencTaBiiio, 4To v Xenuca



MeJnKul OymeT, a MBI CBOero YObEM - cCaMOMY CHOXHYThH X0o4deTcs. M Beob 3HANIM, YTO PUCKYEM...

Bynyuu yBepeHHOI, YTO UMIIepaTopy PeOEHOK He HyXeH, s YIUBIEHHO 3axJionaja rjla3amu. [lonydaeTcs,
BCE meJsio B Kamo? B ToM, 9TO 51 HE CMOTY BRIHOCUTH PeOEHKA?..

HasepHoe, TONBKO ceri¥ac 0O MEeHS JOILIOo, IodeMy [laH MU 3TOM HOYBI0. ['0CIIony, KaKoro XpeHa OHU
HUYero He CKa3au cpa3y?!

- Bol mBa ugnoTa! - BOCKIMKHYIIA B cephlax: - Hy moueMy Kaxmoe CIIOBO S BRITATHUBATH HOoKHa! Ay, pedsT!
Bel Hapgoenu Xyz>Ke ropbKOU peabKu. To UTHOP U OKa3aTeJIbHEIE IIOLEeNIyU C PYTUMU, TO Y BaC KO MHe
YyBCTBA, OKa3kiBaeTcs! BoT moigy ¢ TuMupoOM Ha CBUOAHUE - U KaTUTECh B 00a!

Bopon B3moxHy emié nedanpHee. OKOHYATEIBHBIM BEIOOD CTOSIT HE 3@ HUM.

Hecmotps Ha ynuBnenue TuMupa, COIPOBOKAABIIEr0 MeHsI, U prIpKaHbe PeiiBa, s IEPBBIM [IEJIOM
HaIpaBuJach K JieKapio. B 6ombIoi gepeBHe AlieHa 05113 OBOpIa OBIIO azk ABa crelmasnucTa. Jlrogu
HEOXOTHO BO3BpalllaJINCh B IPOKJISTHE 3eMJIH, HO 3a TPU Iofa AePeBHs BCE ke paspociack. [aH CyIui
OTPOMHEIE BHITOIBI M HAJIOTOBBIE IBTOTHI IepecejieHIIaM. B ToM, YTO MMEHHO IlecapeBUyY 3aHUMAaJICs
TeppUTOpHei OBIBIIEr0 KHsIXKeCTBa, MHe paccKasay Tumup. CoGCTBEHHO, ISTast SKCIEeOUIIUs U OblIa
TIOCBSIIIEHa TPOKISITEIM 3€MJISIM.

[ToroBapuBanu, 4To B Illax-AIieH HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO IOMIACTh 110 CYIIIE W BOfie - Kopabiu pa3buBaIuch o
CKaJIbl, a jleca OKpyzaJl I'yCTOM TyMaH. OTO ObIJI0 MEPTBOE MECTO, MECTO HaBUU. Ho uMmepaTop PUCKHYII.
Korpa MBI MOKMOanu IPOKISATEE 3eMJIM, HUKAKOI'0 TyMaHa yxke He Oblio. Mupa rosopusa, 4To IpuinHa
TOMY - s1. KOHEYHO, HUKAKUX 00bSICHEHUU HE MOCJIEIOBAJI0, HO HaBU OEUCTBUTEIBLHO YIIUIA C 9TOT'0 MECTa.

"Xo3siiKa BepHyJIach JOMOi..."
$1 COBHO yCJIBIIIIajia TOHKUH TOJIOCOK MUpHl. A MOXKET, IPOCTO ITOMEPEIIUIOCH.

KakoBHEI MecTHEBIE JIeKapu, TUMUD He 3HaJI, TI09TOMY 51 BEIOpasia XKeHIuHy. [IpakThKa IToKa3aJja, YTO He
omubiach - MECTHBIE CPa3y yKas3aJii HaM Ha AOMUK 0a0KU-3HaXapKy, KOTOpas He eQUHOXKIHI TPUHUMAa
pornnl. PoxxaTh MHe, K c4acThlo, OBLI0 paHoO, HO B 6epeMeHHOCTAX 3HaxapKa OoJIXKHa pa3dupaTbCs.

- 3mpaBCTBY#H, Muiasi, Ipoxogu-npoxonu. CeromHs IPpUEM He Beny, HO UyIO, He 3Ps THI IPHIIIA, - C IIOpoTa
OTOPOIIIHIa MEHS OXKUIAs XKEeHIIMHA, YKe ceflasi, HO BIIOJIHE KpenKas. Ha Buf e GBIIO JIeT IIeCThIeCsT,
HO C BO3PACTOM y JIeKapel BooOIile BCE CIIOKHO. 3HaXapKa BIIOJIHE MOTJIa 3acTaTh AJIEKCaHIPY
Benoropckyio B KOJILIGEIIH.

- A... o6phIli meHs, - pacTepsiiiach 5. X03sHKa IIOCTOPOHHUIACE, IIPOIIyCKasi MEHS B IIPOCTOPHYIO U30Y: -
[Tporry mpoIeHus 3a 6eCIOKOUCTRO...

3HaxapKa ITPOBOAKUIA MEHS B CBETJIYI0O KOMHATY, OYEBUIHO, OJIs IpuéMa OOJIbHEIX. BHYTPHY ITapua SpKui
TPaBSIHOM 3almax - MOBCIONY ObUIM pa3BelIaHbl IIYYKY [IBETOB K KOPEHbEB. BOJIBIITYI0 YaCTh KOMHATEHI
3aHUMasa jiekaHKa U3 [IBYX JIaBOK M TOHKOT'O MaTpaca, HaKpPHEITOTO YUCTOM 6ejoi IpoCThHHB. Ha
CTONMKE PSOOM BBICHJIACh CTOIKA IIOJIOTEHEI] U rpaduH ¢ BOOOH. Y IPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHON CTEHBI CTOSI yKe
NIPUBBLIYHBIN MKa(QYUUK C 3€IbIMU.

KakoBo 0bl10 MO€ yOuBJIeHHEe, KOT{la B KOMHATe S YBHella MOJIOLEeHbKYIO IeBOYKY C IIePeIHUKOM
cnyxaHku. HeT, cuTyanus BIoJIHE psigoBasi, ¥ y 6a0ku Moriia OBITh TOMOIIHUIIA, HO... ITa IEBOYOHKA SBHO
¥3 OBOPIIA - YK OOJIFHO JIMLIO 3HAaKOMOoe!

- Oepxmu! Y maTepu ckaxu, 9TOOB OCTOPOXKHEN OblJla, TAKMMU 3€/IbSIMU HE yBJIEKAJIach, - 3HaXapKa
MIPOTSHYIa CIIy2KaHKe 3e/be, - BCE, Oeru maBay, He [0 TebOs ceiyac.

ITopHsB ri1asa, OeByIIKa y3pesia MeHs u nobjenHesna. YTo, BIpoyeM, He ITIOMEIIAio el cIlanaTh 3eJIbe U
60YKOM-60UYKOM ABUHYTHCS K BEIXOMY.

WuTepecHo...

- A 4TO OHa Kymuia? - He yaepzKaach 5, KOTa 3a CIIy’KaHKO# 3aKphIJIachk ABeph: - [lonaraio, He
J1eKapCcTBO?

- ITpaBusbHO monaraels, - 6abka TUXO 3aCMesiyiach, - AJIsI MyKYWH 3€/IbsI KyIuiia, YTOOBl CUITY YBETUYUTH
ma HacTpo¥ momHsTh. CKa3ajia, YTO OJIT MaMKH-BOOBE, HO Yy MEHS-TO I'Jla3 HaMéTaH. Ha Monmoguuka
KaKOT'0-TO, BUIHO, 3aMaxHYyJIacCh.

To ecTh, 3TaKu¥ MEeCTHEIN aHaior Bua-rpui?

- Y BBI pomanu?



- A uTo GBI He TpoAaTh?.. [IeHbI'M IPOIILY OOJIBIIINE, KOJIb HAKOMNUIIA - 3HAYUT, HEBTEPIIEXK. A eXKenu
IIOMaTPOCHUT U OPOCHUT, TO HE MOU IPOOJIEeMEI. YyKUM YyMOM He IIPOKUBEIL, CBOM HE MOAaPHUIITh, a
OEeBYOHKY 5 Ipenylpenua.

2KécTtko, HO mozxKasy#, cripaBenuBo. KTo MBI Takue, 4TOOB MelIaTh AEeBYIIKE HalaXXKUBaThb TUYHYIO
JKU3HB?..

- T®l TOXKHUCH TIyYllle, MeBUIAa-Kpaca, - yCMexHynachk 6abka, - Tebe yKe Takue 3eibs HUA K YeMy.
XoTesla yTOYHUTD, I0OYEeMy, HO ITPUKYCHUIIa SI3BIK. A 3HaXapKa He Xyxke AJleKCaHIpH pa3bupaeTcs!..

Hap MHO# OHa BOpPOKMIIA AOITO0 OJIS IeKapsi, MUHYT JEeCsATh, a TO U BCe MSATHaANaTh. Ho jexkaTh OBLIO
OOHO YIOBOJIbCTBUE - YUCTO, CBETJIO, TPABAMU HAXHET... [IPSIMO 3aX0TEJIOCh Yas U3 POMAIKu. PoT
MTHOBEHHO HAIIOJTHUJICS CJIIOHOM, a 6a0Ka, yCIIbIIIaB MO0 Ipockba, TONbKO XMBIKHYJIA.

Ho ya¥iHuK ImocTaBuJjia, ¥ POMAIIKY II0fasia.

- lleBka y Tebst OymerT, - 3asBuia 3HaXapKa, - akTUBHAsI, KPENKas - aypa TaKu HBIIIET CUION. A3bYHuILeln
POOUTCHA, Ha OTIa TIOX0XKeH. ,E[a He 3BIpKaﬁ ThI, Y MEHSA MOKOIITHUIIBI [OT MoOKOIIL - OOTUHSA TKa4eCTBa,
peMecern u cynb0OBI] B pogy ObUIH, S TaKWe BEIIM Ha pa3 4yio.

YecTHOE CJI0BO, TOJIBKO IIOJIAEHD - a 4 yKe yOUBNIATHCA ycTasna!.. CIUIIIKOM MHOTO IIOK-KOHTEHTa!
IeBouka! Bcerma xoTena meBo4YKy, 0COOEHHO ITOX0XKYIo Ha [aHa!

I'me mMo#1 poMalIKOBLIYA 4Yaii?!

4 coenana ManeHBKHU I'JIOTOYEK U, CTJIOTHYB CJIE3BI, CIIPOCHIIA:

- A ecnu otell e€ He s3bIYHUK? OTKyOa cujia MOTJIa B3IThCS?
3Haxapka BcmjiecHyna pykamu. OH, 1 maxe UMs y HEE€ He crrpocura!

- HacnencTBo, oHO pa3Hoe OviBaeT, Mujasa. Cua si3biYecKasi He BOOUIIA, He YTeUYET, HO JIIOOU XPYIIKKUe, He
BCe CIIPaBIISIIOTCS C JapoM CBouM. M 3achaeT CUIyIIKa, YTOOH IOTOM, Yepe3 rofa ga BeKa, B HacllegHUKe
MIPOCHYThCsA. Huuero cTpamrHoro, 3To ectecTBeHHO. Yail, Mbl He 6oru. Hacyienun KTo-TO B TBOEM UJIHA €TO
pony, a cuiia HOYKe MOCTaHeTCs. Y MeHs IMOMOIIHUIIA eCTh - BoeBombl [ITax-AlIeHCKHE B POAY IIOTONTAJIUCH,
a CuiH - HU rpaMMa. OCHHKa, MeBoYKa, IoJoumu!

Ha oknuk npubexasna AeBYOHKA, Ha BUA poBecHuila Onnu. XymeHbKasi, TOHKas, HO CMyTJjasi ¥
JepHOrjiasas, mpsaMo Kak Mupa. [la yX&K, BUAHO, YTO I0KaHE B POAY ITOTOITAIUCE.

PasrnsansiBast meBOYKY, S BAPYT OTUETIMBO MIOHSJIA - YTO-TO HE TaK. 3alsiCThe 3aKOJIOJIO CO IIyTalollen
CHUJIOHN, a MEeHS ITOTSIHYJIO K peOEHKY. £ MalnmrHambHO IToMaHuiIa e€ - 1 OcuHKa nobezkasa KO MHE, CIIOBHO
3aBOpoxKeHHad. [IpoTaHyia el pyKy, 6YKBalbHO YyBCTBYS SHEPTHIO HA KOHYUKAX IanbleB. YTo co MHOH?!

Mup Kak OyAaTo B3opBasics! MOTHUY C MOUX ITaJIbIleB OXBATUIIH JIAJIOHDb MEeBOYKU. 3aKPYTUITUCH,
3aBEePTEJINCh BOKPYT 3aISICThS, IIyrasi CHHUMY BCIIOJI0XaMM, HO CTPAHHOE AeJI0 - Mbl 00e He 6osamuck. B
OyIle 3aCThUIO... IPEeABKyIIeHue?.. MOTHUY BIUTAIUCH IEBYOHKE B KOXKY, 00pa3ys yKe 3HaKOMO€E KOJIECO
cusel. Ho 1 HUKOT{Ia He BUAeJa SI3EYHUKOB C CepebpUCTO-CUHEH BI3bIO...

B okHO K 3HaXapKe BJIETEJl PeiiB, a cnemoM 3a HUM BOpPBaJICA TI/IMI/Ip, HO 00a 3aMepiiy, He HpH6HI/I}KaHCB.
IMocnenHsss MOTHUS C MOUX JTadoHeM yoapuia B J€BOYKY... © HACTyIIXAJIia OakeHHasT TUIITWHA.

Kazamoch, 3T0 OBLIO TOIBKO BUIEHUE, COH... Ho Ha 3amscThe meBouYKe SPKO I'opesio Kojblo cuikbl. Konbio
cusl [lepyHa, mokpoBuresnsa 3eMerb lax-AllIeHCKUX.

[TepBoit B ceOs mpulllyia JeBOYKa, KaK caMasi JIErKasl Ha IOObEM.

- Ott! - BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, C BOCTOPTOM pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMu: - babyika, 6a0yIka, CMOTPH - 5T TOXKE
A3BIYHUIIA!

Babka He oTBeTusa, pe6uiBasi B CTyIIope, 3aTo 0uHyJscs Tumup. OH rpy00 CXBAaTHU/I MEBYOHKY 3a JIaJOHb U
OEpHYT Ha cebs1, mabrl mMoIy4Ille paccCMOTPeTh y30p. begnas OcuHKa cKalack U ¢ MOJIBO0M 06epHyIach KO
MHE.

- 9To 4TO 3a Yaphl HaBbM, Maprapura?! - psBKHYJ CTPaXXHUK, HO 51 OblJIa HaJIeK0-0 He 10HOM OCUHKOH, U
IIOTOMY He BIle4aTJ/IN/Iack.

- ITousartus He umew! U otnyctute meByIIKy, Tumup, et 601bpHO!



- BonpHO?! - OH axX NOACKOYUIL: - BBl co3ganu el KONbIo cuibl u3 MonHu! 910 map IlepyHa, HeCOMHEHHO!
Hap paspymurens!

- He 6Gombiie, yeMm 1060 APyrou SA3bIYECKUM gap! - Termeps HacTajla MO OYepenb PeYarth: - OToycTuTe
meBymKy, Tumup!!

3mocTh 3aBUOPHpPOBalla Ha KOHUYMKAX IalblleB - U Mexkny OcuHKOM u TuMupoMm ynapuia MOJIHUS.
MarnenbKkas, cnabeHbKas... HO CBOIO 3afla¥y OHa BHIIONHMUIIA. CTPaXXHUK [IEPECTall IO CUHEBEL CKUMATh
PYKY OEBOYKHU M OTIIATHYJICS.

OcwuHka O6pocuiach B 00BSATHS 3HAXaPKH, IIMBITAs HOCOM, @ MbI C TUMHPOM TSIZKEJIO IOCMOTPEIIN OPYT Ha
opyra. Jlume cefiyac, Korga HeoOX0OMMOCTD 3alllMIllaTh "CBOE" oTIIana, s OIOMHUIAck. B camoM merne, 4To
pou301UI0?? f melCTBUTENIBHO Blaelo si3brdyeckod cusoii?.. Heyxenu Kocca 6viyta mpaBa?..

- Da-a-a, Mapro, - IOTSHYJI BOPOH, BEI3BIBASI Y MEHS TUXYIO ITAHUKY. Bedb TO, YTO BUAEN OH - BuAen [lau! -
MBI 3HaIHU, KOHEYHO, YTO ThI 0OCOOEHHAs y Hac, HO YTOOBI HACTOJIBKO... TUMHUD, Ojs1 TeOs: mpuKas3
“MIIepaTopa - 3HaXapKy, eBYOHKY U 9TO Heopa3dyMeHHe CPOYHO AOCTAaBUTh BO ABOpelr!

HaBepHoe, KOPOTKUH U BHATHLIN IPUKA3 - TO, YTO HYKHO ObU10 TuMupy. Ero gaxxe BOPOH-TIepenaTYuK He
yOuBUI. $1 OTJITHYTHCS He yCIiena, KaK MBI IPYKHOM I'ypb00i 0Ka3aauch B KapeTe. PapuTeT HaTyXKHO
3aCKpHIIeJI, HO BCE-TaKu BhIAEPKaJj Hally TPOuIly. ITof THEBHBEIM B3TJIAIOM S3bIYHHUKA [0 JBOPIIA MEI HE TO,
YTO mOoeXaJjld - OJIeTeIIH.

A Y BOPOT yXKe XKaajia TallHas KaHIIeJIdapus.

3HaxapKy C AeBOYKOU yBEN TuMuUp, a MeHs oA KOHBOEM [O0CTaBu/IM B KabuHeT uMmiiepaTtopa. Cama cebe
Topa3uiach - MOJTHOE CIOKOMCTBUE, KaK OyATO HUYEro He mpou3onuio. Ho pa3ym mopckassiBai, 4To Gokyc
C KOJIBLIOM CHJIHI OOOMOETCSI MHE HeMaJIoh 1ieHou. Tpu roma g Ovina "pa3mpaxkaronmM GakTopoM" Ha rias3y
BenbMmupa. CeromgHsi riiaBa TalHOM KaHIIEISIPUM HAaKOHEI] OTOPBETCS II0 IIOJTHOM.

B xabuHeTe MeHs OCTaBUNIM B KOMIIAHUY KPEIIKOTO HEMOJIOIOTO MYKUYMHEL C pafyIIHOM yIbIOKOM. Takon
PanyIIHOM, YTO IO KOXKe mobexkanmu Mypamku. [IpocTo... Korga-To s BuAena ero Bo ABople. ITo OBIJIO Ha
famy 3uMoii. MBI ClIy4aliHO CTOJIKHYJIMCH Y BBEIXOMA, ¥ OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH S IPOJIKJIA BUHO Ha €ro CIOPTYK.
Iymana, 6ymeT cKaHmaa, HO MyK4YHHa OTpearupoBal Ha yauBneHue nobpoayurHo. CaM ycroKauBajl MeHs,
BUIS, KaK s nepenyranack... A morom OJtu cKalaja, 4TO 9TO OBIBIIWY TJIaBa TalHOU KaHIenspuu. U B
CBOE BpeMsi ero 00si/IuCh ropa3go Oorbliie, 4yeM Benbmupa.

- I1oOpEIil meHb, OapHILIHS, - IPOU3HEC OH, MOAHMUMASICh M OCTaBJIsIsI OOKaA Ha CTOJIE, - KaXKeTCsI, MBI yKe
OBLITM TIPEeCTaBIEeHH OPYT APYTY?..

- [Ta, Balle CUATEILCTBO, - COETIAN KHUKCEH, - paja BCTpede.
Iaxxe ynbIOKy cMOrJa BEIIaBUTh. OIpenenéHHo, s Moioner!

- He nrute, BB COBEPIIIEHHO He panbl. Ho mpaBo cj10BO, pacciabbTech - HUKTO He COOMPAaeTCs BacC IILITATh.
Maprapurta, Maprapura... - OH IPOBEJI KOHYHKOM IaJjibIla 10 KpOMKe O0Kasa, - Kak XKe s JOBOJIeH, UTO He
omubcs!

- He ommm6nuck B 4€M? - C MOOO3PEHUEM YTOYHUIIA 5.

- B ToM, 4TO BBl OKaxKeTeCh HaMHTEePECHEHIEeH 0Cc000H, - YCMeXHYJICSI MyXK4uHa. - OpeinnHa, Io4YTH
ToAPyTa BeJINKOM KHSIXKHBI, TalHast II000Bh IlecapeBrya, a HbIHe (haBOpUTKa UMIIepaTopa. XOpOIIui
IIOCJIyKHOU CIIMCOK. A Tellephb BEISCHSAETCS, UTO Bbl, BOSMOXKHO, CKPBITas A3BIYHUIIA - ¥ Kakag! [TepyH!
Bomnplle OBYXCOT NTET HUKTO HE CJIBIIIAN O Jape rpoMoBepxKIla. C TOUKU 3peHUs A3BUEeCKOr0 Haclleaus BHI,
0e3yCII0BHO, COKPOBHIIIE.

MaTh MOsI XKeHIKHa... To ecTh, 9TO [aXke He MOHACTHIPD - TAKOE COKPOBHUINE HafléXKHee IMIPUKOIATh MO]I
KyCTOM [ia MPUOyMaTh KPaCUBYI0 nereHay st Oy, YTOOh He BOJTHOBAJIACh.

- 3ps BeI GemHEETe - T UICKPEHEH KaK HUKOT[A, - OOMIT OBIBIINY TJIaBa TAWHUKOB, - OPYTOE OeJji0, ECIU BaM
€CTb, YTO CKPHIBATE...

51 memnenHo omycTuUnack Ha cTys. Horu yxke He mepzkanu. Bcé, Mapro, aTo nmpurosop. Tebs yoepyT ¢ riia3
MOJIOM TIOJaJIbIle ¥ OTIIPABST Ha OIBITHL...

- OTerr! - THeBHHIN Ton0C Kocchl eiBa mpobusics yepe3 uaMydeHHoe co3Hanue. OTel?.. 9To dpoMup, 94To
ym? - Kak B MoxkeTe?! Maprapura B IIOJIOKEHUE, ¥ HE€ cepbe3Hble Tpobiemsl! [la KaKOro ymeIps, el
yrpo3 BenpMmupa ¢ nuxsou xBatuso! CroBopunucs Bel uTo nu?! U roe Ax?!

- " 3aHAT, - pa3yneidancsa dpoMup, TEHBLIO IPOCKAIb3biBas K KHsXKHe. OOHSI €€ 1 HeXKHO YMOKHYII B



MakKyIIKy: - [Joporast Mosi, THI OIISITh B IIEHTPe COOBITHI? HeyxXKenu xKu3Hb HUUYEMy He Hayduna? ['oBopuni g
MucTHUCcnIaBy OCTaBUThL TeOs1 B TEMHOM OBOPIIE, a OH Ha TBOIO PA3yMHOCTh ITOHAesIcs!

- Kakas pa3yMHOCTE C TAaKUMU POOUTEISIMHU, IOPOTrO aleHbKa? - eXUOHO MapupoBana Kocca: - Brl onisiTh
YUTaIu MOIO Iepenucky ¢ Anom? KnsiTBeHHO ke obemanu O0JbIlle TaK He OejlaTh!

MyxuuHa, a TOUHee KHsI3b TeMHOBCKOM, 3aMETHO CMYTHJICS ¥ IIOCMOTPE Ha M0Yb C IETKUM
HeomoOpeHueM.

- Tak, THI MHe cTpenku He nepeBogu! Kocca, Tel Oyaylilasi BenuKasi KHATUHS, OyAyIas MaTh, opa CTaTh
B3POCJION, MyOPOU KEHITUHOM!

KasaxHa oTBETHIIA TPOCTO, C IITUPOKON HEBUHHOM YJIHIOKOM Ha ry0ax.

- He X049y OBITH B3POCIION, MyOpPO#M KeHIMHOM! A mia muceM HY TOYHO MPUAYMAalo OTHETbHEIN mudp!
[Ia6bl y MI0O0MBITHRIX MY2KYHUH UCKYIIIEHUS He OBLIO...

He ymepzkaBiuce, 1 XMBIKHYJIa. [loYKa OMpenesIeHHO CToua namneHbku. [losenenue Koccsl HEMHOTO
YCIIOKOMJIO MeHsI, HO HeHao/Iro. YXe depe3 CeKyHy ABEePb BHOBb PacCIlaxHyJach, BJISAsI UMIIepaTopa,
xMyporo Muctucnasa-iekapsa U 03afadyeHHyo0 AJIeKCaHOpy.

['maBa TaWHOU KaHUENTPUM GPOCUIT HEMOBOJILHEIM B3TJISIT HA HEBECTY, HO ITPOMOJTYasl. B 1ileHTpe BHUMaHUS
oKasasach .

- Uro BB cKaxeTe, Maprapura? ByneTe manblile HacTauBaTh, YTO BBl HUYErO He 3HaeTe?
ITo3Bonuiia cebe egKuii CMeIlIoK.

- I[IpenctaBbTe cebe, Bemnb... MucTucias, - ObICTPEHBKO MCIIPABUIACEH, "CIIeLMaIbHO" He 3aMeTUB, KakK
TIOJIBIXHYJTU TJla3a MY2KUYHHBL. BIipoueM, yBepeHa - OH BCE MpeKpacHOo MoHs/1. MHadye He OBl IPUIIEN B
obpa3e jiekaps. - d HU4Yero He 3Hai0. To, YTO IPOUIOIIIIO - TAKOM K€ CIOPIIPU3 IOJISI MeHs, KaK U OJIs Bac.

- B camoM pene? - BkinuHUICS fApomup: - U 3adeMm ke Kocca 3anpaminBaia JaHHBEe Ha KHSIXKECKYIO CEMbIO
u oyxoB maMstu? He oTpuiiaiite, MaprapuTa - Bel pa3bupaeTech B cutyaluu. He 3acTaBisiiiTe Hac
CIIpaIIuBaTh I0-IIJIOXOMY...

- Her.

BriacTHBIHM T0JIOC UMIIEPAaTOpa 9XOM IIPOKATHUJIICS 110 KabuHEeTy, HO s faxe He o0epHysack. Benb mo cyry,
Iau meHs coan. OH MOT IPOMOJTYaTh 00 YBUIEHHOM, PACCIPOCUTh HaeouHE, HO...

- He Mor, - ero Benmu4ecTBO OyATO MPOYUTAJI MOU MBICITH, - BEIOPOC 9HEPTHUHU OBIJT TAKOH, YTO BECh TAPHU30H
Ha yIIX BCTaj. MBI XKIOallu Marudeckoro ygapa. Korga PeiiB nmepeman TBoM o0pa3, MHE HUYET0 He
0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK paccka3aTh OCTaNIbHBIM. Ho He BONHYMCS - IpaBay OymeT 3HaTh Y3KUM KpPyT Jull. Puta... -
OH BBIOOXHYJI, COOMPAsICh C CUjaMu: - THL... GaKTUUYECKH TToJapuja 9TON JeBOYKe CUITy. BepHee, Kak
ckasasa AnekcaHpapa, Thl TpoOyauia B Hel mpeMasiiui gap [lepyHa, a Takoe IO IIJ1e4y TOJIBKO...

- I';maBe KHSI2KECKOTO POMa, - JIeAsHBIM TOHOM 3aKOHUYHuNI Muctucias. Kocca pssgoM ¢ OTIIOM TPOMKO
oxHymna. E€ Teopust HOTUXOHBKY OoOpeTasia KPacKH.

Ho MHe mo-mpexHeMy He BEPHUJIOCH B 3TO.

- ... d He BPY, - TOJI0C CIyIIANCA C TPYAOM, - MeHs IOTSHYJIIO K IeBOoYKe U... Bcé. OHa TOXKe II0IIa MHe
HaBCTpeuy. { gaxke NOHATH HUYErO He ycrerna. 4 He 3Haw! { B camoM nerne He 3Ham!!

- 3ageM Tebs1 BOOOIIIE TOHECIIO K 3HAXapKe? - 0CBeNOMUIachk AJIeKCaHapa U BOPYT COIIypuia ria3a: - He
OoBepsiellb MHe?

Pa3 YK Ha4dalla, OTBETHUJIa YE€CTHO.

- HeT. He moBepsito. 3HaxapKa YBUOENA, YTO MOS [OYb SI3LIYHMIIA, BH K€ HACTaBaJIM Ha TOM, YTOOBI
n30aBUTLCS OT peOEHKa.

IToka MBI HECJIUCEH BO ABOpel], Y MeHA GBIJ'IO BpeMs 11oayMarTh. W He MmoHUU 3aHUMAIHU IOeHTpaJIbHOEe MECTO
B Moel rosoBe. CoBceM He MOJIHUH.

- BeiBoq: BHI ¢ [TaHOM 3aMHTEpPECOBaHBI, YTOOH OacTaphd He pomuics. [leso He B KaJlo, BeOb Tak?
-Yro?!

- JIoxs! - B3BUJIACh XKEHIMHA: - Kakasi MHEe pa3HUIla, POOUTCS TBOU pPeOEHOK umu HeT?! 4 mekapsh, a He
MoOKoIIHUIA! f He BUXKY 9HEPTrHIio, a OTCIEeXUBaI0 COCTOsITHUE. DTO ImepBoe. TBoA "gepeBeHCKas" 3HaxapKa



BIIOJTHE MOTJIA OIIMOUTHCS - 3TO BTOPOE U TPETHE - 5T TOPOHuia Tebs He IO CBOeMY XKejlaHuio. CITUIIKOM
MMO3THUY CPOK IJISI HACTOsI. YKe ceryac TBOMU IITAaHC BBIKUTD - He OOJIbIle MATUOECSITH IIPOIIeHTOB. M ¢
KaX[IbIM JHEM IPOIEHT MafaeT!

51 He cTana cnoputh. Bo3aMoxkHO, AjleKcaHapa Obljla UCKPEHHEN B CBOUX pevax, HO 5 00JIbIlle HUKOMY He
xoTena goBepsaThb. HuKoMy u HUKOTIA.

Ha sT0T pa3 TUIIMHA IPOAJINIACE JOJr0, youicTBeHHO monro. Co6CcTBEHHO, MHE 3afialid BOIIPOC, A
OTBETWIA... U He MOs ITpobieMa, 9YTO OHU He Bepuiu. [Ipo gpyroi Mup roBOpUTh He OBIJIO CMBICTIA, a PO
KOJIbIIO CUJIHI - 3]eCh MBI Ha PaBHBIX. TO eCTh, 51 BUMeJla POBHO CTOJILKO, CKOJIBKO PeliB u [laH.

'maBa TaliHOU KaHLENISIPUM 3JIUJICS, €r0 HeBeCTa U MaTh CMOTPEININ Ha MEHs C MOJIYaJIuBLIM YKOPOM.
AnekcaHpapa, BUOUMO, IepeBapuBajia 0OBUHEHUE, a B3TJIsi KOCCh yMOJISII CKa3aTh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb.
Kus13p TeMHOBCKOM 3aAyMYMBO KPYTHUII OOKAaJll B masbliax, ¥ TONbKO [aH... [lad Hudero He TpeboBan. OH
CTOSI/I PSIAOM, B Ka4eCTBe MO€EM OIOpPHI, HO MBICJISIMU SIBHO OBLJI JaJIEKO.

- [laH, MHe [0 4YEPTUKOB Hagoesna TBosd (paBOPUTKa, - He BhIAepKaJl I'JlaBa TaWHOU KaHIEeJIsIPUH, - IIBITaTh
XKeHIIUHY 5 He MOTY, faBall pa3pellleHlUe Ha CKaHUpPOBaHKe. ITO OyoeT caMblii... MATKUU BBIXOL,.

- Hert, - umniepaTop ceromHsi OB IOPA3UTEIFHO KPATOK.

- I mouemy xe? - BelbMuUp TOBOPHUII POBHO, KaK B MacKe, HO €Tr0 TepIIeH!Ue BUCEI0 HaJl IPOMIacThio. 4
KOXKel 4yBCTBOBaJjla, YTO B3PHIB He 3a ropaMu. BUOHO, HeYTO Takoe mmouysiia u Kocca, MOOgHUMASCh U
o0HMMas CBOero MyxKuuHy. [Iporuyi. He pacciaGuics, HO 4acTh 3JI0CTH PacTepsii.

- Bo-nnepBrix, HU PeiiB, Hu Xenuc, HU Bepeck He nocuyuTanu MaprapuTy yrpo30H, - IIOSSCHUJI UMIIEpaTop U
BOPYT XMEIKHYJL. - A BO-BTOPBIX, TH IPAaBUIBHO CKa3ajl, OHa M0s ¢haBOpUTKa. ECTh Bellll, KOTOPHIE I X0UY
OCTaBUThH TOJIBKO MEXKIY HaMU.

MEICTIEHHOE CKaHUPOBAHME II0O3BOJISIIO IeKapio YBUAETh JOOPYIO YaCTh BOCIIOMHUHAHMNM, 0COOEHHO
HeOaBHUX, 1 BeJ'IbMI/Ipa 0e3 COMHEHUus 3auHTepecyeT Hallle C ,[[aHOM 3HAKOMCTBO. f TUTaHUYECKUM
ycunueM crepzxaila B3mox obnerdenus. ['ocnonu, cnacu6o!

- ITonmaraers, 1 MOTY YBUIOETH HEUTO HOBOE AJIs ce0sA?.. - TJlaBa TAaWHOW KAHIEJISIPUU C eXUOIeH TOTH ST
OpOBb, HO T'JIa3a, YBEI, HE CMESIIUCh.

- [TocMOTpPUM Ha CUTyalWIO MMO-OPYTOMY, - BHIKPyTHUJICs [laH, - MpeacTaBb ce0si Ha MOEM MECTe, a BMECTO
Mapro - Koccy. TwI Ob1 fan pa3penieHue?

Bos3Hukna cekyHpgHas nay3a. Cyns mo jykaBoMy 0JIeCKY B OUax ero BeJIM4YeCTBa, OH 3HaJl, Kyoa OUThb.

- JTagHO, 4TO THI IpefJiaraellb? - C KaMEeHHBIM JIMLIOM 0TO3BaJjicsi BenbMup. OH nepegyman?.. Hugero cebe!
IIaH ¢ yXMBIJIOUKOM MOKOCHUJICS Ha OparTa.

- laxxe Takx... 3HAYUT, BCE Ke MPUHYKAa!

B pyke Benpmupa ¢ XpyCcTOM IIepesIOMUJICS KapaHalll.

- Tel yxe cuopamuBaj. Kocca mogTBepausia, 4TO HAIlX OTHOMIEHUS ORI HOOPOBOJIBHEIMHU !

- Hy koHeuHo, OapriliHsa He Ipu3HaeTcs... Kakast fOOPOBOIBHOCTD, €CJIU TH €€ IMTOXUTHUII! - TPoaoIzKal
BecenuThCs [laH. - A y2K TBOM CJIOBa IIOCJIe 3HAKOMCTBA C KHSXKHOM...

- Kakue cnoBa? - nomobomnsiTcTBoBana Kocca: - O 4ém BEI?

- IlaH yBepeH, YTO s BHIOMUJI TBOE COTJlacue, MOOUYMUHUB cebe, - CKBO3b 3yOHI mpollegu BenbMup, - SKOOBI THI
ocTajiach CoO MHOU M3-3a CUHOPOMaA KEPTBEL. A BCE IIOTOMY, UTO S HUYEro He paccKasas eMy o... O Hammx
CBUIOAHUSX.

- A-a-a, - OpyXKHO NOTAHYIU MBI ¢ Koccoii, a AnekcaHapa BIepBhle pa3yibibanack. - [Tomoxkau-ka! -
CIIOXBaTUJIaCh KHAXKHA: - ¥ 4TO THI cCKa3as [laHy Iocie Halllero 3HakoMCTBa?..

- Kocca! 4 He xoTen ObI 9T0 00CyKIaTh!

- OH cka3zaj, 4To TH OyIelllb IpUHAIexXaTh eMy, - He Tepsas ¢upMeHHOTro ocKana, Beigan Jan. KaxkeTcs,
MJIQAIIEHbKUH MCTHJI - ¥ MCTHJI U30IIPEHHO: - A KOTZa ST UMeJI HEOCTOPOXKHOCTh YIOMSHYTh, YTO KHATHUHS
3aMy’KeM, OTBETOM OBUIN TPU CJIOBA.

- U Kakue xke? - "npornoTtuina HaxXusKy" Kocca.

- "CeTiiast eMy mamsTh". Mo# 6paT yMeeT ObITh ITAKOHUYHBIM.



- JIroGOMBITHO-O, - IOTSIHYJIa KHSI2KHa, YKPaOKo#i Opocast B3rAsObl Ha XKeHuxa. He Takue 3BepCKui, Kakue
BenpMmup Kupan Ha [laHa, HO TOXKe BeChbMa OCTpEBIE. - Muas, Ho riiymnas OpaBaga, MucTt. Tel eiBa He
Opocui MeHs 1o ITpuKa3y BceBosnona.

Bcé. BHuMaHueM rjlaBh TalHOM KaHIIEIIPUU ITIOJTHOCTHIO 3aBiiajiesia HeBecTa.
- TeI ke TIpocTUIa MeHsS?

- 91 mpocTua, HO He 3a0blyIa, - KOBAPHO IIOIIPaBUila KHIKHA, - 10 CUX IIOP MYydYaloCh - eCiu OBl UMIIepaTop
He yMep, THL ObI OCTAJICS CO MHOM?..

- Kocca, - BenpMup cTpaganbyeckyu B3[OXHYJI, - 1 HUKOTAA He IIONYUHAJICS OTIy. MHI ¢ [laHOM faBHO
OBINTH... He3aBUCUMOM Koanuiuen. OTIla pa3gpazasl Halll COI03, HO MBI MOJIOIE 1 Hac geoe. ['omoc [laHa
y2Ke OeCATh JIeT KaK pellaollnii Ha COBeTe MUHUCTPOB. LlecapeBud pyKOBOOMII TaWHOU KaHIENAPUEN, a
CBOMMHU 3KCIIeOUIIUAMHU U IIOXOOaMHU CHUCKAaJ yBaXKeHUe BOEHHHIX. B YbMX pyKax apMUsi, Kak U3BECTHO, B
Tex BiacThk. OTell 6eCUICs, HO He JOBOOUJI CUTYALUIO 0 KPUTHUUYECKOM. OH OBbIJI TPaMOTHBIN ITOTUTUK.
[TosToMy ero nmpuKas3bl He 00S3BIBAIM MEHS, HO MeIlajio APyroe.

4 He 3aMeTuna ocoboro youBneHUs Ha nMuillax dpoMupa u AnekcaHOpH, 3aTo MH ¢ Koccolt xnmonanu
pecHuNaMu, Kak Oypodku. [TonydaeTcs, s IpaKTUUYeCKHU C OTHEM urpana?! A [Tau?.. 4 cuurana ero
CMa3JIMBLIM IIPUHIIEM, HUKYEMYIITHEIM MaJab4MKOM-MakopoM!

- Y uto memano? - Kocca cobpanack ObICcTpee, ueM paccuuThiBan Benbmup. OH mokocuscs Ha [HaHa u,
IIOJIyYWB HEOXOTHBINM KUBOK, IIPOOOJIZKHUIL.

- CoBecTh. Ha ofHO#M CTOpPOHE BECOB - 6paT, KOTOPHIH TPU I'ofia HaXOOUIICS PSAOM C JII00MMOI, He uMes
BO3MOZKHOCTH... KOCHYTbCS. Yrpast uyBcTBamMu OJIbTrH, OTEI HE JaBasl yoOpats MaprapuTy C Ij1a3 gOJIoH, a y
HacJeOgHMKa MeIJIeHHO exajia Kphiia. Korga Kajgo ¥ HOCUTENb MPUBSI3BIBAIOTCSA K OOHOM, 3TO... CUIbHO. Ho
CIIaTh C (1)peI:IJ'IHHOI:I OH He MOTr, IOMH4 IIPO Kanao, a HprITH " paCCKa3aTh IIpaBay... OBLIIO KaK OOHaXKUTh
oyury. TBoit 6epeMeHHOCTSE OT 1lecapeBuya, Kocc, pemmia 661 mpobieMy ¢ pe6éHKoOM. [laHy He HyKHaA
OblyIa TH - eMy HyXKHa Maprapurta. OH XKaaa Tpu rofa - 1 TpeboBas CBOE. £ oKa3aics MexX OBYX OTHEM.

- BrI cepbé3Ho cetiuac?! - s onepenuna Koccy Ha [oI0 CEKYHOHB!: - TO €CTh BhI, HBa BETUKOBO3PACTHHIX
HUAMOTA, IPOCTO COOMPANCh PeIIuTh 3a Hac?! be3 o0bsICHEHUH, a UCHOIb3ys Kak Bemb?! ['ocrioau, [aH!
Ckaxu MHe, IIoXKalyHcTa, 4To 3To O6penm!

HWmmnepaTop TonbKo ckpuBuics. Ceparne 60Ie3HEHHO CKajl0Ch. X0Tesa, YTOOBI OH JTIOOUII - TOMyYH U
pacIuuIuch!

[Tomré4ymHa BHIIIIAa COBCEM Ci1aboii - pyKu Tpsiciuchk. M He oGopayuBasich, s BEIJIETENIa U3 KaOUHETa.
I'nmasa 16

He ornspwiBasichk, s pBaHyia B JK€HCKOe KPBUIO. B cBoM ITOKOM, YTOOH 3aKPHITHCS Ha BCE 3aMKHU U 3a0BITh
3TOT OeHb KaK CTPaLIHHIN CoH. KaxkeTcs, B 6ape ocTanach OyTHIIOYKA CIAAKOTO JIMKEPA... Emé Ov IIUTKY
IITOKOJIafia Pa3mo0kITh, HO 9TO y2Ke U3 00J1acT PaHTACTUKH.

BrpouewMm, K TUKEPY g ToKe He goOpanack. Ha monmyTy MeHs moMarna Jnu3abeT u mo3Basia Ha yau. C
TpaBaM# U MEOOM.

@y, ragoCTh KakKas.

Pa3ym cypoBO HammOMHMJI, YTO JIUKED S MOT'Y Pa3Be YTO IOHIOXaTh. TaK 4TO 4ail ¢ TpaBaMu - Hallla HOBas
PEayIbHOCTE.

BMmecTe ¢ Dnu3abeT MBI CIIyCTHUIIMCEH B TOCTUHYIO HEBECT, e coOpasics BeCh IIBETHUK UMIIEPaTopa.
BaphIay ycuieHHO He oOpalrany ApyT Ha Apyra BHUMAaHUS, HO HACTOPOKEHHBIM BUI BRIIABAJ UX C
ronoBou. OgHa Anekc BUTana B 00j1akax, He 3aMedasi COIIePHUII.

- Kak mporsio cBupanue ¢ ero BeJIu4ecTBOM? - OCBEOMUIIACh I C OeXXypHo# ynbiOkou. EnBa nu cBupmanve
yOasoch Mocjie Moed BEIXOOKU. [[OpEeCTHBIN B3M0X Iu3abeT JIUIb IOOTBEPOUI 3TOT (GaKT.

- O, 3ameuaTenbHo! Ecnu GBI He 3eMIeTpPsiCeHUe, OH OFBlL... OH OBl MEHs TOI[eI0Bajl! - TPOMKUM MIETIOTOM
oTo3Bajack Jnu3aber, cKUMas Yallky. - Mapro, Tel He IIPeNCTaBIsIellb, KAKONW OH HEXKHBIM, TOOPHIHA 1
OOHOBPEMEHHO MYy2KECTBEHHEIN. 4 Tasiia psagoM ¢ HuM!

HexHbI# 1 moOpuIi? 91 MBICIEHHO XMBIKHY/IA. [JeHCTBUTEIPHO HE IPENCTaBIISIO!

- OH no3Bajl MeHs Ha BTOpPOe CBUMAaHUe, IKOOB B KaueCTBe KOMIIeHCalllH, HO f... £ HamelocCs, 4To
noupasuniack emy! Cracu6o 3a coBeThl, Mapro, TEl MHe TakK IToMora!

ITom KOHeII MIEIIOT MepelIén B BOCTOPXKEHHBIN NucK. HaTanu, uTo cumesna 6uKe BCero K HaM, IIOACKOYHIIa



KakK y2KaJIeHHas KOIIIKa.

- Kakue emé coBeTrl? Pa3Be cBaxe MMOJI0KEHHO pa3faBaTh COBETH M IOMOTraTh KOMY momano?! 3To
HedecTHO! 1 Tpebyro, 4ToOB Jm3abeT TOKUHYIa CMOTPUHEI!

- 4d7?! - mepenyrajack UHOCTpPaHKa. - Ho pa3Be X 9T0 3ampeInieHo?

[TpaBra Oblyia Ha CTOPOHE Dnu3abeT - BOIIPOCH K CBaxe [axKe II0OUIPSINCh. Belb MoIonble HEOIIEITHEIE
IOEeBYILIKYM HYKOAIOTCSA B COBETE MYIPOM HAaCTaBHUIILL. [Ipyroe meso, YTO MyOPOCTHU Y MEHS - HeIlo4YaThIi
Kpaii!

- He 3ampeliieHo TOBOPUTEL C HOPMAJIbHOM CBAaXOM, a 9Ta... OAPLIIIHS TAKOBOI He SABIISETCS!
Hapo ke, a HeBeCTHl YCBOUJIU BUEPAITHUN YPOK.

- 4 cornacHa! - Bne3na KaHapelka: - MaprapuTa - He cBaxa! K TomMy ke, 3aueM HallleMy UMIIepaToOpy
KakKasg-ToO MHOCTpPaHKa!

[Toxkamnyii, Tonbko EkaTeprHa ocTtanach BHe criopa. Ho 3To He rmoMeniasno geBYyIIKe JOBOJIbHO ITYPUTHCS.
CJIOBHO 3Ta pyraHb - €€ JITUYHas I0CTaHOBKA.

U 51, HaKOHeII, 0CO3HAaNa, 4To K yeMy. PaBOPUTKU CMOTPHUH - 9T0 EkaTepuHa u dnu3abet. [eByIIKH IIIH
HapaBHEe - OJJHaA MeCTHas 3Be3[a, a BTopas - UHOCTPaHHas repuoruHs. [loMmHuTcs, cam BceBomop xkeHuscs
Ha KaTpuH, 4TOOBI 3aKITIOYUTH COI03 C €€ TePIOTCTBOM. Y Onu3abeT ObIIO TaKOe Ke MPEeUMYyIIeCcTBO, HO
ExaTtepuHy nogmepzuBaiu HeBeCTH - AHU, PocTtucnasa, Hatanu, Hy u cBaxa.

A mHOCTpaHKa BeIOpasa B HEBOJIbHEIE COIO3HUITLI MEHS.
- XBaTUT CIIOPUTH, - KAIIPUIHO BHINIANINIA AJIEKC, - 1 CTaHy UMIIepaTpuIe.

PasropsuéHHBIE CIOPOM OEBYILIKY IIOCMOTPENIN Ha HEE C IBHEIM COMHEHUEM, HO AJIEKCaHIPY 3TO He
CMYTHJIO.

- Oa! JecsiTtoro uucna ¢eBpanbCcKOro K HaM IIpue3xajl UMIIepaTop U TOBOPUII C IIalleHbKOoMH. [TaHuMup
IIPOCHUJI MO€eH PYKH U OCTasics ¥ Hac Houb! Tak 4TO mepecTaHbTe rajfeTh Kak KPeCThIHKM Ha JIaBKe U
CMOTPHUTECH C ITOpaxKeHueMm!

EcTecTBeHHO, €€ cll0oBa MMeJu B KOpHe oOpaTHHH 3¢ GeKT. "KpecThbIHKH" 3aBepeIany C YOIBOEHHOMR
cujioi. I[Tonb3ysiCh CyMaTOX0H, T OBICTPEHbKO cOexXaa U3 TOCTUHOM.

"DecsiToro uuciaa GeBpanbCckoro... "

TouHas maTa MHe He IIOHpaBuUiIachk. ECIM 3TO T0XKB, TO CIUIIIKOM Aep3Kas [OJig MeCTHOM OBOPSHKU. To
ecThb, AlIeKC HaBepHsIKa He Bpana. Ho mouemy [laH BEIOpas UMEHHO €€?7?

Iecsitoe dheBpans. f oTdyero-To HaxMypusaack. Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO HeJJaBHO yKe 3Bydasa 9Ta gaTa. Ho
IaMsiTh, XOTh ¥ ITIOaBaja MPU3HAKU XXU3HU, HE OTBedasia MHe. MOXKeT, IeHb POXKIEHMUS U3BECTHON
IIEPCOHEI?..

Huuyero He BCIOMHUB, 51 HEOXKMUIOAHHO OJi1s1 ceOs1 3ampeMaria Ha OuBaHe. A cHuUJCS... CHUJICSI MHE BCE PaBHO
IDaH, KaKuM OB KO3JIOM OH He OBII.

OTOoOXHYTH YIalIoCh POBHO TPH Yaca, ITI0Ka B IBePh He IIOCTy4a ceKpeTaphb uMIiieparopa. [lan xenan
BUAETH MEHSI HeMeneHHO. Oro, HEyKeu OHU HPHUILIN K KOHCeHCycy?.. UHTepecHOo, To6eou i TaBa
TalHOM KaHIenIpuu? Moé 3aKIio4YeHne - JIYYITUH OJIsT Hero BEIXOM, HO UMIIEPATOP SIBHO OBLIT ITPOTHB.
MeHs He CUUTaIU YyTPO30H.

A 51, MeXay IpoO4YuM, Tellepb MOJIHUSAMY INBEIPATHCSA Mory! BoT!

BemgoMmast m0GOMBITCTBOM, ST YMBIIACh IIPOXJIaAHOM BOMIOM, 1 ObIIa TOTOBA yXKe Yepe3 MSATh MUHYT.
CekpeTapb, KOTOPHIM HEPBHO TAHIIEBAJI Y IBEPH, UYyTh OOHMMATLCS KO MHe He 6pocuics. IxX, KaXkKeTcs,
BenbMupy OISITH HE TIOBE3JI0 - BMECTO TIOPHMBI MEHS IIPUBEITH B TPOHHBIM 3aj1. HO Kak-TO CTPaHHO,
OKOJIBHBIMU ITyTssMu. OT TJIaBHOTO BXOfa s OblJIa YKPBITA KOJTOHHAMY, HO 3TO HE ITIOMEIIajio pa3TiasigeTh
CIIUHEI CTPAXKHUKOB U YCIBIIATh HENOBOJILHEIM JKEHCKUM I'0JI0C.

A B cnepmyromuii MUT MeHS BITMXHYJIH B 3aJl, Oa €Ill€ ABEPHIO IT0 3aJHUIIe HAIlOAgaBaIu.

- Mapro, momo#au, - ToJIOC UMIlepaTopa 5XOM pa3JIeTesICcs 1o 3aly. f He cpa3y IIOHs/a, TOe ero UCTOYHUK,
U MalllMHaJIbHO yCcTaBUjachk Ha TpoH. [IycTou TpoH. Ero BennyecTBO U3BOJIKII CO3€epllaTh BUI U3 OKHA.



KpOMe HaC B [TapagHOM 3aJie HUKOI'O He ORITIO.

- Yl 4TO BHI pelIuiy, Joporoi umnepaTop? Kakoi 6ymeT Most cyabba? - S3BUTEILHO IIPOU3HECIa 5,
MOOYWHSISICh NpUKa3ly. [laH moXpmasics, moKa s Mouny 6uxKe, ¥ Pe3K0 IIpuUXkKall MeHs K cTeHe. CBOUM TejIoM
npuxan!

- M-M-M, Kax § pap, 4TO THI 3amal

- A y MeHs OblI BRIOOP? - BOIIPOCUTEIBHO U30THYIa OPOBb.

- Koneuno, HeT, - emé mupe yAbI0OHYICS UMIIEPaTop, - Mapro, MHe Hy>KHa TBOSI IIOMOIIIb.
9T0 B KakoM cMmbIcie? Hameroch, He B TOM, YTO MHE ceiidyac B 6eIpo ymupaeTcs?..

- Thl IpaBUILHO AyMaellb, - BKPAAYUBO IPOMYPJIbIKan [laH, yTHIKAsiCh HOCOM MHe B ITeio. Kocuymncs
ryb6aMu 4yBCTBUTEJIPHOM TOYKH IIOJ YIIIKOM H... S IIOIUIbLIA. ITanbiiel camu cob6oi neriu Ha Oesiblii MyHOuD,
paccTéruBas MyroBUYKH y TOpJjla ¥ JOTparuBasch 0o ropsdelt Koxu. Tak, cton, Mapro! 4 ckazana:
"Crom"!

- Kakoro uépra?! - monbiTanachk OTTOJIKHYTb €T0, HO Kyma TaM! - Tel y2KaCHBIN, PACYETIUBLIN, MEP3KUH
tun! Uou, npuMaHuBai dnu3abeT, ¢ KOTOPOI THI "4yTh He IOIeIoBajicsa" U M03Bajl Ha BTOpOe CBUAaHue!

He rosops ye 0 TOM, YTO MBI, Ha MUHYTKY, B TDOHHOM 3ase!
VBEI, MoO# Hae3[ [laH He olleHun. Bomee Toro, aToT raf... IPOCTO paccMesiycs!

- IIa, 1 MEeP3Kuii TUI, U S HATJIO MIOJIb3YIOCh TEM, UTO Thl KO MHE HEPABHOIYIIHA, - IIMPOKUE TagoOHU eTro
BeJIM4ecTBa 'cJierkKa' CIOJI3NIY C TaJIUU Ha OATYI0 TOYKYy. ['opsiuee OrIxaHUE CKOJIB3HYJIO IO IMieKe: - U Kak
HACTOSIINHM MEeP3KUH TUII, 1 He 3acilyKuBaio Tebs, HO He OTIIyIIy.

- Hau! He B TpOHHOM ke 3ae!

- KcTraTy, - COBEpIIEHHO HE CMYTHUBIINCH, IIPOJOJIZKUII UMIIEPATOP, PACCTETMBasA U cOpacrBasi MyHOUD, -
cBupaHue c OnusabeT g He IPOINOJIKUI, a IePeHEC, ITIOCKOIbKY OIUH HeXOPOUINY BCIIJIECK CUJIBI HaM
roMemnias. A moenoBaTh s, BUOUMO, MOT, KOTa 3alHyJICSA M 4yTh He pa30ui e ry0y cCBOUM JI00M. A
3HaeIb, I0YEeMY 3TO He BEIOYMKU?.. [loToMy 4TO cefiyac s He B TOM COCTOSTHUY, YTOOBI COUMHSTH CKa3Ku!

Ckasai - u BOucs B Mou ry06sl. OpuBOILHO, JKaHO, IPOHMKAS S3BIKOM B POT U JlacKasi TaK OTKPOBEHHO,
YTO y MEHS 3aTYMaHHJIOCh B TOJI0BE. PyKy ero BeJIM4ecTBa yKe MOTIHYJIUCH K 100KaM, Korfia s OYHy/Iach
BHOBb.

- Yro... uTO mpoucxogut, [laH? - mOYTH MPOCTOHAJIa si. TpoHHEIHM 3as! Hac B 1106071 MOMEHT MOTYT YBULETH!

He oTBedas, TAKeJO OBIIAMNY MyKYMHA IT0MMaJll MO0 JIafOHb U IIePEJIOKUII Ha... XM, CBOM npuuuHaasn. A
Ha aBTOMAaTe ImpoBesia pykou. Oro! ¥V Hero 4To, JIMYHBIM IITAT T'OJIBIX CITy2KaHOK? COOCTBEHHOE KUBOE
nopHo? Korga oH ycren HaCTOIbKO BO30yOUTHCSA?!

- 41 3Ha MPUMEPHO TPU-YETHIPe TEeXHUKHU pacciabneHusi, gadbl He OIMMO30PUTHLCS Ha IMMPUEMAaX HITH JTUUYHBIX
BCTpPeYax, - MPOIIUIIE]I CKBO3b 3yOhl MOM MMIIEPATOP, - HO HU OfHA U3 HUX He JelcTByeT. HemaBHO MHe
MIPUHOCUIIY Yal, a Yepe3 mojidaca 3T0O Havanock. M s 6B ¢ yIOBOILCTBHEM cOeras B BAHHYIO UJIH K Tebe,
HO C MUHYTHL Ha MUHYTY IIpUeneT MHOCTPaHHas JeJjieralius, KoTopas clieliuajabHo npuramumiaack B [lax-
Ar1teH mo Moe# mpock0e. [TpeacTaBisienI-iui-ilb, YTO OHU YBUOSAT?!

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO cUTyalus B ILI€JIOM He pacIiojarajia K BecCeJlblo, s1 I030PHO 3axoxoTana. Tak BOT
Kakas "Mama" Oblyia y cinykaHku! M PeiiB He cpearuposal, IOTOMY YTO 3€JIbe YCJIIOBHO pa3pelieHo u
Oe3BpenHo. BemHtuii [Tau! 9To TOYHO KapMa!

Moé Becenbe sIBHO MPHUIIIOCH HE M0 HpaBy uMmiepaTopy. OH Taku 3abpajics mof 100Ky, MoTIaXXuBast OBYMsI
majbllaMy 9epe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb TPYCcUKOoB. OX, ma-a... Bce MBICIM MTHOBEHHO BHIJIETEJIM U3 T'OJIOBHI, AaKe
camble Tpe3Bhle U pacCynuTelNbHEe. [laH TOBOJIBHO 3aypyasl, Bo3Bpallasich K MOeMy j1anaHbio. Ero
TIOIIe/TyH, KapKue, CTPACTHRIE, KOTIa HEBO3MOXKHO HaIHIIIAThC... Kopcax mnaThs CION3 HUXKE, OTKPHIBAs
TPYIb C OTKPOBEHHO TOpYamMUMM cockaMu. Korma ryOnsl uMIiepaTopa 3aXxBaTHUIIU UX B IIJIEH, S y2Ke HUYEro
He coobpaxamna. [Tourpasmucs, [JaH CHEPHY OebEé U MOAXBAaTUII MEHS IIOJ MOMNKY. IIpuxKan u...

- P-p-uta! - mpopeiyan oH, ABUrasiCh BO MHe. PUTa MOrjia TOIbKO HEBHSTHO IPOXPUIIETH B OTBET, BIIMBASICH
3y6aMu B IIIe4Y0 UMIIepaTopy. TyT Ke Takas Xopolas aKyCTHUKa, HaZlo JKe MOCIOKOoliHee-e-¢e!

XoTs KaKoe IIOCIIOKOWHee I1oCye 3e/Iba?..
Moii ¢puHaANMBHBIM KPUK COBIal ¢ parndapamu Bo aBope. [eneranusi mpubnlyia YIUBUTEIHFHO BOBpEMSs!

- XOpOH.[O, - BEIDOXHYJI HaH, OIIyCKasl MEeHs Ha IIOJOKOHHHUK U IIeJjIyd B MaKYyUIKY, - eu_[é He KOHell, KOHEe4YHO,



HO Topa3fo jyuine. Mapro, moka s 3aHSAT - MOXKEIIlb y3HATh HAa KyXHe, KTO Y HaC TaKOW YMHBIH?..

- 4 celfyac 4TO YyrogHO MOTY, €CITH THI MEHS IOIeNIyelllb, - IpoMypYaJia si. [pOMKO XMBEIKHYJ, HO Ha
morenyd Taku paciieapuics. C yIIouTeIbHOM HEXKHOCTBI0 KOCHYJICS T'y0, UTO 51 OISITh 3a0bljia PO BpeMsi.

K cuacTtrio, [laH KaK UCTUHHBIN UMIIEPATOD, TOJIOBY V2Ke He Tepsl.

Obemanve obelllaHMeM, HO TOKWHYB TPOHHKIN 3a/1 Uepe3 IMOTAalHYI0 OBEPS, ST IEPBLIM [E€JIOM HalpaBUjlach
K cebe. OTo MyK4YHMHAM IIPOIIEe, & MHE CPOYHO HYXKeH my1!

ITocne penakca B BAHHOU s Ilepeofeiach U BbI3Bajla CIIyKaHKY. [leBYIIKYy 3Balu, KaxkeTcs, Tallla - OHa
nomoryia MHe u MHec B Pycce. Boo6e mraT Illax-AIeHCKOTo ABOPIAa COCTOSIIT OOJIBINEH YacThIO U3
HaéMHEIX pabounX, HO Ha KIIOYEBHIX MeCTaX, THUIIA TJIAaBHOTO II0Bapa U CeKpeTapsi, ObLIM 3HAKOMEIE JIUIIA.
Bot u Tama, Bugumo, cTaja Tou "XKepTBOi", KOTOPYIO IlepeTallluIid U3 CTOJIHUIIE Ha IOT.

CnyxaHka paboTajia BO IBOpPIEe OaBHO, U S COYJIa, YTO MOTY €l [JOBEPSTh.

[Tpurnacus Tanry k cebe, 1 mogpoOHO omucana el OeByLIIKYy, KOTOPYIO Budesa y 3Haxapku. CiryKaHKa He
TofiBesia, Ha3BaB MHEe TPEX MOAXOMSIINX AEBHUI], OOHA U3 KOTOPHIX IPUCITyKHUBaia HaTamu.

A HeBecTHl y [laHa He mpoMax.

- [Tokaxers ee? JIYMaIO, HUMEHHO 9Ty OEBYIIKY 4 UIIYy, - YCMEXHYJIaChb B OTBET. CJ'Iy}KaHKa C TOTOBHOCTEBIO
IIOOHAJIaCh U IIOMaHHWJIa MEHS 3a co0o1i.

-V rpadmHmM ceiuac BedepHU Yaii, HOBEHbKAs BCETa IOMJIe TOCIOXKMU. 51 MOTY BHI3BATh €€ Ha Iapy CJIOB,
a BBl IOCMOTPUTE.

- DaBaii!

Bcnep 3a Taielt s mocneinnia B M3yMpyOHyio TOCTHHYIO, THe Yallle BCero 3acuxkuBanachk HaTtanu. Kak Mbl
y3HaJu Ha KyxHe, HeBeCTa yKe OTIIpaBHUJia CBOIO CIIyKaHKY 3a YaeM M IIMPOXKHBEIMU. 10 eCTh, HyKHas MHe
meBHUIla ceiiyac mojXkKHa ObITh psimoM ¢ Hartamu.

He otcraBas ot Tamu, g mogHsjiack HOCOUKM. KaGmyKy, 3BOHKO CTydYalllie 110 TapKeTy, BhIIaBaId MEHS C
T'OJIOBOM, BeOb CIIy’KaHKU HOCUJIM MsATKue 6e33By4HEIe TalO4YKHU. Bopouem, 9Ta IPegoCcTOPOKHOCTD
OKa3ajlach U3JIUILIHEH.

HeBecTta u3Bonusa raieBaTbCsa Tak, YTO II0CyHOa 3BE€HeJla Ha BeChb sTax!

He croBapuBasicy, MuI ¢ Talllell 3aMepiiu ¥ apKy, BeOyliel B TocTUHY10. Co CBoel CTOPOHEH 51 He BUAeJa
HaTanu, TOJIbKO UCIIYTaHHYIO CIIyKaHKy. UYT0 XK, MHTYUIUSA He IIOoOBeJa - 9TO OHa IPUXOAua K 3HaxXapKe.
HeBecra, kaxeTcs, pemuiia IOUTH Ba-0aHK, HO pe3ylIbTaT €€ SBHO He YCTPOUII.

- UopuoTtka! Kocopykas mypa! UTto Tel Kynumna?! f nmpocusa caMmoe CUIbHOE 3efbe! - KaK CyMacIllealas
opana Haranu.

- Ho rocmoxa... - mpoJjieneTasa ciayKaHKa U OMKHYJa, e[Ba YBEPHYBIIUCEH OT YAIIKKU C KUIISITKOM. -
T'ocmoxa, g Kynuila HyKHoe 3eJibe! 3Haxapka obermrana...

- TBost mepeBeHCKasi 6abka Takas JKe [ypa, Kak Tl cama! 51 Bumesna [JaHuMuUpa AecSTh MUHYT Ha3ap - 4TO-
TO OH He II0XO0XK Ha YelI0BeKa, MPUHSIBIIEro JT000BHOe 3emmbe! O Benmukuii, THl UCIIOPTHUIIA TaKOH
BenuKoJienHbd mnad! OHa obelllajia TOMOYb, a TEEeph S ITUIIYCh MOAAePRKu. Y BCE u3-3a Tebs!

Yaiku, BUOUMO, 3aKOHYUJIUCH - B X0x nouutu 6mtonaua. Kakue-to HeBecThl y [JlaHa He odeHb... CTo1, "oHa
obemarna..."? Beixogut, Hatanu He cama fogyManach 0 3€Jbs?

51 HeBOIBHO BCIIOMHMJIa PO AHU U moxoJiofesia. OmHaKo, 3HaKOMEBIHM modYepk. KTo xKe y Hac JTio0uTenb
3e7Iui TaKoM, UHTEPECHO?..

Pa3MbuIisaThe OBIJIO HEKOTA, U sI PeIlnjachk Ha oOMaH.

- Hy u kTo momorai BaM, HaTanu? - co coep:KaHHOM y/IBI0KOM IIPOMU3Hecsa 51, BIJIEIBas B TOCTHHYIO. be3
COMHEHUSI, MHe yIanIoch 3acTaTh rpaduHio Bpacmiaox. CilyxKaHKa, y3HaB MEHsI, ¥ BOBCE CJIMIach CO CTEHOM.
- A uTo BB 3aMonyanu? [Ipogomxkaiite, rpaduHs, IIPOOOJIKANUTE.

CueHa - KpacHopeunBee PeBusopa. [1onb3ysach BceoObllet may3ou, 1 IpogoIKua:

- Hey>eb BB iyMau, 9TO B TAWHOM KaHIEJISIPUU OOHU UANOTH? - OrpoOMHEIM nipuBeT Tebe, Benpmup! -
M&I clleiuIu 3a BaMH U Ballled CIIy>KaHKol. PasyMeeTcsi, ero BeIUUeCTBO HUUEro He IINJI, ero



npenynpenuiii 3apaHee. Korma on Y3HaeT IIpaBay, Bbl IOKUHETE CMOTPUHEI, T‘pa(bI/IHH.

- Y-yT0?! - Ha XOPOILIEHbKOM JIUYUKe IrpaPUHU JaxKe CKBO3b NYyAPY MEJILKHYJ yXKac: - Tak BHL... BE Ha
caMoM fefie U3 9Tou KaHuensapuu?! Be?!

- Hennoxo g ceirpasna posnb paBopuTKH [JaHUMEUpPA, HE IpaBma JIu? - 3JI0pagHO yCMexHynack. [IpaBo cioBo,
He CTOUT HeHooleHuBaTh ppeiinuH! - Ho Ha caMoM fiefie MeHs IIPHUCTABUJIN CIIEOUTH 3a HEBECTAMHU.
I'paduns, He oKUaana OT Bac. Brl MOKa3aauCh MHE M UMIEPATOPY HOPSIOOYHOMN... XKajlb OyIeT ero
pa304apoBHIBATS.

Ha mur g mozxaresa, 4To He COCTOI0 B TAaWHOM KaHIIeIsIpuu - HaTanmu MenjieHHO ocefia B KPecyio U
3aKphIyiachk pykamu. O cjiaBe MyraloluX, BCe3HAIIUX TeHel MMepuu 3Hal Kaxkabli pe0EHOK.
I[TpuUKpEIBAaTHCSA TAUHBIM ITPUKA30M MOT TOJIBKO CaMBIY OTYASHHBIN... UJIU 5.

CJ'Iy}KaHKa, KOTOpad BHUOeJIa MEHMA C TI/IMI/IpOM, u BOBCE 6YXHYJ'IEICB Ha KOJIEHH.

- [IpocTuTe MeHs, TOCIOXKa, He TyouTe! MHe npukazanu! IToxany#cTa, 9To BCE rpaduHsi, OHA 3aCTaBUIa
MeHS TIOOJIUTE 3eJIbe UMIIePaTopy...

- Ax THI!.. - HaTanm ax rojoBy nogHsina: - He cioymaiite e€! 3HaeTe, CKOIBKO 9TO HETOOHUIIA IToTpeboBaa
3a 3enbe?!

- Y3HaeM, - KUBHYJIA §, - HY YTO CKaxeTe, rpaduHsa? MHe paccKasaThk UMIEPaTOPy BCio mpaBay? WUnu
IIOMETEe HAaM HaBCTPeYy U yKaXeTe UCTOYHUK CTOJIb IeP3KUX unek? B aToM ciydae BH TUXO U He3aMETHO
TIOKMHETE CMOTPHHEI, a Ballle UM He ITOSIBUTCS B OTYETE, KOTOPHIN MHI ITpefocTaBuM [JaHUMUpY.

HesBecTe Takoi 6GapTep onpemenéHHO He MOHpaBuiIcs. HecMoTpst Ha IIOK, OHA CKPUBUIIACK... A
CIenymoui MUT II0IIOXeJIO HaM 00euM. IToToMy YTO B TOCTUHYIO JIETKUM IPOTrYJIOUYHBIM IIIaroM BOIIE...
HY COOCTBEHHO CTPa’KHUK U3 TAalHOU KaHIleIsipuu. B y3HaBaeMoi#l 4€pHO-KpacHOU yHUDOPME a-JIsd HUHA3S
U macke!

Tonbko 4ymoM s He pOoAuiia IpsaMo ceryac!

- MHI criyitaeM Bac, rpaduHs, - pUpMEeHHBIM MeXaHU4YeCKUM TOJI0OCOM TTpou3Héc oH. Crnyxanka HaTtamu
IPOXHYyJIack B 0OOMOPOK, a caMa HeBeCTa CMEIIHO BhITapamuia riasa. OmHo meno - GpeinuHa U gpyroe -
CTpalllHas-CTpalllHas MacKa. A f... T TUXO BHIOXHYJa. Ka3Hb OTKIagbIBaIach.

Ho oTtkyna B3s171CS1 CTPaKHUK, YEPT BO3bMU?!

Brneuarnusmucek, Hatanu 3arosopuia. YBEL, OeBYIIKY, KOTOpas IIoBedana el o 3ejibe, OHA He BUIeA.
He3nakoMka mpuchljiajia aHOHUMKY U IIPUXO0OuUJia Ha BCTPeYX B 4EPHOM Iutamie. Ho Ha Hallle cYacThe,
HEKOTOphle AeTanu rpaduHsa 3anoMHuNa. B yacTHOCTH, €€ TallHas IOMOIIHUIIA pa3bupasach B 3eJbsX,
OblIa B JOPOTOM IIjIaThe - TOPYaIo U3-I0f Ijala u...

- YecTHOE C10BO, MHE MHOTTIA Ka3aloCh, UTO 3TO BHI, - BOAPYT 3asdBuia Hartanu. d axx B3gporHyna.
- 41? TTomorato Bam? Ho mouemy?

- Tomoc, - mosicCHUIIa OHa, - He3HAKOMKa, XOTh ¥ TOBOPUJIa CKBO3b TKaHb, HO BCE-TaKu €€ peyb 3Bydasa
nHade. Tak, Kak y Bac. Ho BumHO, moka3asnocsk... Hageroch, Bb pa3bepéTecs.

- Be3 comHeHus, TpaduHs, - 3TO yKe CTPAXKHUK BMEIIAJICS, - a Teleph POy BacC H... JIAOHO, CO
CIIy2KaHKOM pa3bepeMcs Imo3xke, IPOUTH B KabuHeT K Benbmupy. [1abwl cuepzkaTth obemanue, s1 0ynoy
He3aMEeTHHIM, HO TOJIBKO TOKa CJIeyeTe TPaBUIIbHOMY MapIIpyTy...

Pes3ko nmoGequeBias HaTamu cMoriia JIUIb KUBHYTh. OHA OBICTPHIM IIIAarOM ITOKWHYJIAa TOCTUHYIO, CJIEIOM
3a Hel HaIlpaBUJICS CTPAaXKHUK, B3BAJIMBIINY CITyKaHKYy ce0e Ha mjIedo.

Ho y apku oH BOpyT 00epHYJICS:

- Moii Bam coBeT, MaprapuTa, JIydIle uguTe K UMIIEPaTOPy U IOKauTeck. 9 BCE paBHO OyOy BEIHYKOEH
pacckasaTb Bcé Benmpmupy.

[Tocnemuwuii pa3 s Kasjach €T B IECSITh, KOTTla Chena IIoJI0BUHY 0aHKM UKpH "Ha Hoseiw I'og". C Tex mop s
0oJIbIlle He KaloCh - KaK 0Ka3aJIoCh, 9TO OUYEHb HAKJIagHO [/ HEPBOB U HSTOM TOYKHU. [I09TOMYy, KOTAa
CTpaXHUK HMCYe3 U3 BUMY, S JIMIIb MOJT4a PyxXHya Ha guBaH. [ToxkKamyil, XBaTUT C MEHS BIleYaTIIeHUN.
ITopa OTOOXHYTH U KakK CJIeAyeT NOOyMarTh.

ITo-xopoiiemy, cTousno 0wl 3aiiTu K Kocce u y3HaTh, 4TO rocuoguH BenmbMmup permun Ha Mo# cuéT. Ho... HeT.
51 3aKpOIOCH B IIOKOSIX U IIO3BOJIIO cebe ONUH CIIOKOUHEINM Bedep.



"CHIOKOUHEIN Beyep" IIPOAJINUJICS POBHO COPOK ABe MUHYTHL. A moTOM HapucosBascsa HaH. K coxanenuro, g
He uMeJia ITpaBa He IIYCTUTh UMIIepaTopa.

- YymeCcHO BBITJISIIUIND, - PA3yXMEITISIJICS OH, 3aX0[s B CIIalibHIO. ECIK y4ecTs, YTO BasiIach I B KOPOTKOM
TOHKOM IIJIaThe, BUI €My OTKPBIIICS BeChMa IMUKaHTHHIN.

- Braropmapio, - ynbeIOHYyIach B OTBET U BEPHYJIACh K CBOMM 3amnmucsM. Hy uMmmnepaTop, HY B CIIajJbHe - YTO
MHE Tellepb, 3aWYUKOM MIPHITaTh?..

- Kakas THI HEeIIOYTHUTEJIbHAs, - QBIPKHYI [JaH HU... pa3BaJuiICs Ha Moel 4ucToi KpoBaTke! Cracu6o, 4To
XOTh 00YBBb CHSIJI, 3apa3a Takas!

- Emé u nmoutuTenbHOM OBITH, COBCEM pacciabuiics! - mpoBopuana 51, Ho... He BOCIonb30BaThCS CliydaeM
OBIJIO BEHILIE MOUX CHII.

OTNOXKUB 3allUCHYIO KHUXKKY, 5 CJIaJKO IOTSHYJIaCh U BHATJIYIO 3ane3na K [aHy Ha KUBOT. Bcerma
MedTaJlla IOCMOTPETh Ha HEro CBepPXy BHU3!

HNmmepaTop Clenusl 3a MHOM C MTOKAa3HBIM PAaBHOAYIIIMEM U TOJIBKO XMbIKaja. Ho 3payku, 3aIMOTHUBIIKE BCIO
pPamyXKy, BEIDABalIld €r0 C TOJIOBOM.

- Tel BRITJIAOUING KaK HapKOMaH 10T 0030M! - He ymepkanach OT CMeIlKa.

- "TTom" - 3TO OpPeNeIEéHHO TOYHO CKA3aHOo, - C exupIel oro3Bascs [aH, HO OBICTPO COCTPOUII CEPHEIHYIO
MOCBKY, - PUT, 51 eIll€ He OTOIIEN OT 3eMbs, He coOna3Hsi MeHs1. HaM HeoOX0OuMO ITOTOBOPUTh.

- B mocrenu?..

VX, cefiuac 6B HAPYYHUKHU U TJIETKY - ¥ BCE PA3TOBOPHI CTaIK OB MHTEpEeCcHee. BrICTyIIaB Moo HAE0,
UMIIEPaTop APOTHYJI, HO HE CHAJICH.

- Benb nnepepasain "mpuBeT" TBOEU OPUTMHAILHOCTH.
Ckpusunack. Hy KoHe4YHO, KyHa K 06e3 Hero!
- ¢ mokoMHUIA?..

- Hy nouemy xke? Benb yMeeT [IeHUTh TOHKYIO UTpy. Ho y HEro ecTs BOIIPOC, POBHO KaK U y MEHS - OTKyda
THI y3Hasa npo Haramnu?

BrInT cobGnma3H HAITyCTUTDh Ha ce0s1 BaXXHBIN U TAUHCTBEHHEBIH BUI, HO ronoc [laHa He pacioiiarall K ImyTKaM.

- f BcTpeTuia eé ciyKaHKy y 3HaxapKy, 3a MOKYIIKON 3embsi. MenbKOM eIlé IogyMaa, 4To JIUI0
3HAaKOMOe, Bufesia Bo ABopiie. He Bepulllb MHe - cripocu ¥ TumMupa unu PetliBa. YBbI, HUKaKUX 3aroBOpPOB!

- U cnaBa BenukoMy, - 3aKoHYUN [1aH, - MHe xBaTaeT Bensd ¢ ero Nogo3peHUusIMU U OGHOU YIIPSIMOU
peitnuHEbL.

CourypuB Ij1a3a, s KpaCHOPEYHMBO MTOTSHYJIACh K Iiiee uMmieparopa. [aH, He OyOb Oypak, JIOBKO cliarajl MOu
3aMsCThs U MOTSHYN Ha cebs1. [lenaTh HEUEero, IPUIIIOCh MPOrubaThCs U CKOJIB3UTD IO eT0 Tejy. Most
BHYTPEHHSS KOIIIKa ax 3aypya’lia OT YAOBOJILCTBUA. ['ocmogu, Mapro, ata 6epeMeHHOCTh TeOsI KaKOH-TO
03a004YeHHOM chenasal

- Puta, yiimucse! - npoctoHan [laH, oTHyCcKas MeHs U IIPUHUMas CUASYee IIOJIOKEHUe: - f [eliCTBUTEIbHO
TTPUMIETT TIOTOBOPUTH!

Busana T'OJIOCY pa3yMa, 3aBEePHYJIaChk B OEsJIO U CeJjia PAAOBIIIKOM C IJaHOM, CIIOKUB PYYKH Ha KOJIEHAX.

- 4... - Havan HMIIEpaTOpP COBCEM HE IMO-UMIIEPATOPCKH, - Kocca PacCCKa3ajia HaM IIPO AyXa IIaMsATH U
TBOE... BO3MOXKHOE IIPOUCXOKOEeHUE.

O1i, MaTh MOS XKeHIIMUHa!
- 910 oueHb m0x0? To ecTs, I MOHUMAIO, YTO IJIOXO, HO...
OH HeOXXUJaHHO 00XBaTHUII MEHS, IPUTSIHYI K cebe.

- Ecniu THI W CTBUTEIIBHO SI3BIYHUIIA, 9TO 3aMedaTeibHO. I1lepyH, Mapa, CBapor - MHe 6e3 pa3HHUIIHL.
IIpocTo Oynp sI3bIYHUIIEH.  TeOsT YMOJAIO... - mpoienTtan [JaH. TUxuil rojioc 0TYEro-To mpodpan oo
Mypalek. 4 maxe He cpa3y HallljlaCh C OTBETOM.

A OH IIPOZOIXKUII:



- 4 He MoTy pemuThcs, PUT... AJleKC HacTauBaeT, YTO HYKHO CAenaTh BHIOOD, a s He Mory. JIu6o tebs
Me[OJIeHHO YyOLET MO¥ peOEHOK, Mub0 HacToM. JIekapu HacTauBalOT Ha BTOPOM BapHaHTe, HO €CIIH ThI
si3pIYHUIA... OnpaBgaH U puckK? HaBb MeHsI COXKPH, 3a4eM s Momouen K Tebe Ha Oamny!..

- CoenaHHOTO He BOPOTHUIID, - TOKaYajla rojI0BoM. ¢ He MCHIBITHIBajla CTpaxa. BepHee, s Bcerma 6exasna oT
TIJIOXUX MBICJIEW. DTO MYCTOE, 9TO HeHYX)HOoe. To, 4To s OyAy XpaTh ce0si, HUYeM XOPOIINM He 3aKOHYUTCH.
MHe c102KHO OBINIO TTOHSTH JlaHa - CAaMOYYBCTBUE B HOpMe, O€peMEeHHOCTD IIPOSIBISIETCS Pa3Be YTO B
MeJjio4dax, a JIIOOUMMBIN My2K4YKWHa IIPU3HaJl, YTO OH JII0OOUMBIN. MeHs He cTpalllajiyu OMacHOCTSIMY,
CBSI3QHHBIMH C KaJo.

- MBI IOTOBOPUIINCE, YTO IIPOBEAEM PUTYAJI B IIOJTHOYL. PUTyas a1 npu3BaHuA Oyxa IaMaTu. dpoMup
YBEPEH, 4TO TBOS Mupa - 3To 0TBeT. Mapro, He monuu! Thl gepxKumbcsa? Vnu nydine HaCTOU?

JlackoBO mpoBeJjia MTagoLIKOM 110 ero ieke. OmnpeneneénHo, [JlaH MHe He HpaBUjICsSa. MHe Ka3aloCh, OH KakK
OTKpHITas KHUTA, a IIOJIyYuJIoCh Hao00pOT - BeIIhb B cebe.

- Kak ckaxere, Mo# umneparop. [TycTs OymeT putyas. ToIbKO HY?KHO MECTO, YTOOLI HUKTO He YBUAEI... U
OT MEHS YTO-TO TpebyeTcs?

MeHs1 3aBEPUJIH, UTO BaXKeH JUITL GakKT HATUYUSA, a AJIs puTyasna [aH BeIOpas Hally nemepy. [lemepy,
TIle MBI IPSATAIUCh OT JINBHS U HECKOJILKO [HelN 0e3BhIIa3HO 3aHUMAIUCh JII000Bbi0. He ymepikaBIIucs, s
pasyneibasics. Moii TepBhId apeHb, TOMMaHHBIHA C "IIPOCTO MOOPYToH", yTBePKOaJjl, YTO I MOPOXKEHHas
cellégKa, a eMy HyXKHEI OTOHb, CTPacTh, ap-p! A B Ty HOUb... [laH goKa3aj, 4YTO MOPOXKEHHAas CejléfKa - 9T0
MOI OBIBIIINY TapeHb.

Mawma OblNTa IIpaBa.

Psamom ¢ [laHoM 51 Kak OyOTO IIOCTHUTJIA O3€H M COBEPIIEHHO HE BOJIHOBaachk. Yero He CKaxeIllb O HallleM
HUMIIepaTope, KPyXKallluM BOKPYI' MEHA KaK CTapasi HsAHbKa. PeliB Ha MOM CTOH TOJILKO ITOKaJl KPHBUIJIBSAMU U
IIOCOBETOBAJI He obpaIrnaTh BHUMaHus. MoJji, IyCTh onpeiraet. EMy mone3Ho.

Yry, xogun 3eJIEHBIM HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB - U ONSITh HEPBHL. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, [laH TOXe He JKeJIe3HBIH.
I[laxke Ha CeKC He COTJIalllaJiCs - MOJI, 1 63 TOr0 MeHS MCIIOJIb30BaJl, a sI, MOXKEeT OBITh, IIOMHUPAI0.

- He moxpémibcs! - pssBKHYJIa B OTBET U 3aBajIujlach K HEMY HOO O0YOK - HEMHOTO IIOCIIaTh.

B memepy MBI KpalIKCh Kak [Ba BOpa-HeyJaYyHWKA - B TEMHBIX IIallax, ga elné nepebexkaMu 110
Kopupopy. [Tomo3pesalo, CoO CTOPOHEL 9TO GHIIO 3a0aBHO - Pe#B MpsiTajl KIOB 3a KPHLIOM UM IPUTITYIIEHHO
KpSIXTeN. YBIIEKIINCE, sT COBCeM 3a0bllia PacCIIPOCUTh IIPO puTyarl. [10aToMy Korga dpomMup noTpedoBa
Imapy Kallelb KPOBH - CJIerKa pacTepsijiach.

- Iyx maMsTH CBSI3aH C HaCJIeDHUKOM, OH He CIIOCOOeH IPOUTHOPUPOBATH 30B KPOBY, - IOSICHUJT OBIBIIINI
rJIaBa TaWHUKOB. Celdac OH OBIJI COBEPIIEHHO He [T0X0XK Ha IPUIBOPHOTO JILCTELA - 1 CJIOBHO YBHUAEJIA 3a
BEYHOM MACKOU TJIaBY KHSKECKOTO POMia, OITaCHOTI'0 MPOTUBHUKA W CTPaXKa C OCTPHIM B3rIstmoM. U
HACTOJIBKO SpoMup OTiIuYascs OT IPUBEIYHOI0 cebe, YTO MeJIbKHYJIa MBICTH O OIM3Helax.

Ho mpakTuka moka3sajia, 94TO 51 BOOOIIE IIJI0X0 Pa30uparoCch B TIOOIX.

- CKOIbKO HY2KHO KPOBH? DTO HE OHaCHO? - OCBeHOMHUJIICS XMYpheIH [JaH. B memepe Hac codpaioch BCETO
Tpoe - IpoMup HacToss1. Mo, 4eM OoJbliie JTIofel, TeM OOJIbIlle IIaHCOB OTIYTHYTH Ayxa. He 3Hato,
COBpAJIl OH WJIM HET, HO OTYACTH s Oblyla eMy OnaromapHa. Kocca MeHs He cMmyiana, a BOT Bensmup... [Ipu
HEM 5 OBl HE COCPEeOOTOYNJIaCh.

- ITapy kamnens, Baile Benu4decTBo. CeMyac s Hauepyy Kpyr IPU3bIBa U [TIOCTABIIIO apKaH, 3aTeM KPOBb.
Korpa myx mosiBUTCS, He TIOAXOOUTE K KPYTY - TPAHUIIEL He JOJIKHEI OBITH HapyIleHbl. APKaH MOIIHBIH,
YOEPZKUT, HO MPULETCS IEPEKUTE... Tapy HENPUATHBIX MUHYT. f Ha4HY?

- IIpuctynariTe.

HaBepHo, MHe mojtarajsock O0SATHCS, HO ST UCIBITHIBAJIA TOJIBKO JTIOOOMBITCTBO. MeIoBOM KPyTr Ha KAMEHHOM
II0JIy HaBeBaJl MBEICJIM O JeMOHaX U IIOJO3PUTENbHOM YePHOKHUXKHUKE. "ONBITHOM, - YKOPU3HEHHO
TIOTIPABUJI BHYTPEHHUU rojioc". dpoMup OedcTBUTENbHO HU pa3y He COMUICS, BEIBOMS CUMBOJIBEL. YIIPABUJICS
SI3BIYHUK 3a OBe-TPHU MUHYTEH - 1 JaKe He 3aMeTusa, Korga OH 3aKOHYUII.

Apxkan nosiBusics ciegoM. ToHKast 61ecTsIas CeTh B3MbIJIA K CBOAY IEIIEPH! U MTOBKCJIa KaK MayTHUHA.
PaccraBuB noBymiky, dpoMup nokocusucs Ha MeHs1. CTano ObITh, IOpa TOTOBUTH IPUMAHKY.

OTopBaBmmck OT HaHa, g MoJolla K S3bYHUKY U IPOTAHYIa PYKY. B cnenyoomnuii Mur nagoHb 000XKTIII0



xomogoM. Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO MHE IOCTaBUIU OBICTPHIM HapKo3. Pe3Kuil cepeOpPUCTHIN B3MaX - U POBHO B
LIEHTP KpyTa 3aKarajia KpoBb. Sl HEBOJILHO B3OAporHyJia. Cepaie oCTPo KOIbHYJIO, HO HA 9TOM HEIIPUSTHEIE
OIIYINeHUsI 3aKOHYUIUCH. [lake KOTma X0JIOL CXJIBIHYJI, OCTaJICS UL TEPIUMEIN 3.

[TpuzkaB NnaToOK K paHKe, 51 BEIAOXHYyIA:

- braropapro.

- He 3a uTo. Bo3BpaiaiiTecs K ero BenudecTBy, Mapro. CKopo HaYHETCS.
Kaxk CKOpO 1 yTOUHUTH He yCIiena - Ha4ajocCh.

Panrire Mupa npuxonuiia He3aMeTHO, cefyac B Ielepy 6yaTo Obl BOpBAJICS yparaH. $ oTmiaTHyacs,
BIIEYaTHIBASICh B CIIMHY [laHa, ¥ IPUKpPHIIa ria3a. ['onyGoBaThie HCKPH XaOTUYHO TaHIIEBalId B IIEHTPE
KpyTa, IhITasiCh BHIOPAThCS, HO KAXKALIM pa3 BIeYaTHIBAJIMCh B HEBUAUMYIO cTeHy. CliejoM ymaa apKaH.
OroHBKY 3aHepBHUYANM, COMBasiCh B Kyuy U IpUHUMAas 00pas... B3POCION XKeHIUHEI! JIUIbL crycTs napy
CEeKYyH] s paclio3Hajla B IpU3paKe Pe3KO0 II0B3POCIIeBLIyI0 Mupy.

- Hy HakoHeI1l-To! - ObIIM TIepBLIE €€ CI0Ba: - YOepu apKaH, I3HIYHUK, 1 He cOOMparochk cOerars.
SApomup u GPOBBIO HE MOBEJI, C UHTEPECOM Pa3TIIsiAbiBasi MUpy.

- Oyxu mamMsiTu 60raThl Ha CIOPIPU3H], C apKaHOM CIIOKOWHee. U KkeM Xke Bbl OymeTe, OaphIIIHSI?
IIyx 3BOHKO paccMesiyics.

- Kusaxxaa Mupanpa [lax-AmieHcKasi, K BallluM yciIyraM, KHsI3b T€MHOBCKOH, - IIPOIIeJia OHa, BECEJIO
ckanschk. BrpoyeM, poBHO [0 TOTO, Kak yBuaena [launumupa. - Hac-c-cnegaundek JIecoBcKux, 4To0 Bac HaBU
moxpanu! - mpomrunesa Mupa, HO K CHaCThi0, He IBUHYJIACh C MeCTa. - Mapro, THl He MOrjia BeIOpaTh KOT0-
HuOyOp momydyiie! XoTs B 9TOM eCTh CBoeoOpa3Hast upoHusi. Kak ThHI TI0OUIIIb.

- To ecTh? - 3a0BIB O HaKa3e HpOMI/Ipa, s 1I1ogajiacChb Bnepén, HO BOBpEeMs O4YHYJIACh.

- TBot pe6éHOK, Mapro, - 0OXOTHO OTO3BajIach OHAQ, - 9Ta YyxKasa 3eMJId NPUTYIuia CUIy Haulero poga. Tel
He SI3BIYHHUIA, KAaKUMU OBIITHA MBI C AHHOM, HO - HOCUTEIbHHUIIA. A BOT TBOSI IeBOYKA POOUTCS TIOTHOIIEHHOM
SI3BIYHULION, TPOCBemEHHOM [TepyHy. Y KTO 6B MOT IOAYMAaTh, YTO €€ OTIIOM OKaXXeTCsI UMIIEPATOP, YbH
MIPeIKy OMHAXK/IH TOYTH YHUYTOXKHUIIK HaIll POf!

Ia yX, DefCTBUTENLHO - KaK s TI00JII0.

- BeIXOOuT, 51 He SI3BIYHUIIA, HO BHIHOCUTL peOEHKa MHe II0 CHJIaM? - YTOYHHUIIA IIPO caMoe HabonesIiee.
BompocoB 6B1JI0 TaK MHOTO, YTO HUYETO KOHKPETHOTO HE ITPUXOAUIIO Ha VM.

- Hy mouyemy Xe "He sa3bI9HHIA", - XMBEIKHY1a MUpa, - Ha IePBLIIA-BTOPOYN YPOBEHD IOTSIHEITh. DHEPTUU Y
TeOs1 MHOTO CKOIIMJIOCH 3a ABECTH C NMUIMHUM JieT. He nepexkusaii, Mapro. Bc€ Tak, KakK U JOJIXKHO OBITh.
[TpaBunbHO. BMecTe ¢ mo4ephio BEI CLIOCOOHLI BEPHYTH HAIly cuily B Mup. Trl KHsxkHa [lax-AmmeHckas,
KHSIJKHa MCYEe3HYBIIEro pofa, KOTOPHIU He chancs. Ilepen cMepTeIo MOU OTell Tpocun y IlepyHa 3amuTEL
Ho 3a Mmnepueli ykKe cTosinu gpyrue 60ry, I03TOMY OCTaBasICsS JIMIIb OOUH BHIXOJ - CIPSATATh HacJeOHUITY
Ha 4yXKou 3eMiie.

- Ho nouemy AHnny, a He Te6s? - cipocuia, He yaepxkasiuck. Ciacu6o Kocce 3a ¢paHTaCTHYECKYIO TEOPHIO
- “Ha4e y MeHs ceidac 61 OBI IIO0K. ['TaBHOE, YTO Teeph MOXKHO HE PUCKOBAThH C abOPTOM, a CIIOKOMHO
poxKarTh!

A c MOJTHUSIMM ¥ SI3BIYECKUM HaACJIeACTBOM... KakK-HUOyOb pa3depemcs.
MupaHaa UL ITOKadasa TOJI0OBOHM B OTBET.

- AHHY OTIIpDaBUIIU Ha 4YyXKyI0 3eMJIio, MeHs ke 3abpain I[lepyH B ycnyxkeHue. He cripamuBai - He HyKHEI
CMEepTHHIM TTOAPOOHOCTH. f BCcerfa mprucMaTpuBalia 3a PoOoM AHHEI, 3a Ballleil ceMbéii. IIpocTu, Mapro,
HO UMeHHO Tebe BEIIIajla 9Ta [OJId - Bo3BpalleHue. Cuila JOCTUIJIa ITIUKa, OHA pBajlach U ABJIsa cels.
Bpewmst nipuiino. Bepau HaieMy pony Ovlnyio cinaBy. Bo3poau Ilax-Aren!

C 3TUMU C/I0BaMU OHa CTPEMUTENIBHO yOapuila MOJIHUEeHN B KpyT IpU3bIBa U McYesna. dpoMup 60JIe3HEeHHO
CKPUBUIICS, a 5, pPBaHyBIIas K KPYyry, yBUIeja PaCKOJIOTEe HagBoe CUMBOJIBI. OQHAKO, MOITHAsA OeByIIKa!l
"B ycnyxkeHnue K [Iepyny..." I[Tomy4aeTcs, oHa OyXOM MaMATH IPUKUOBIBAach 4To JIu?..

- Huuero He moHUMaI0, - TPyCTHO BO3BECTHIIA 1.
- dymalo, 4TO JIydIlle ¥ He IIOHUMAaTh, - HEPBHO XOXOTHYN ApoMup, - apKaH AJIsi OPUCITYKHULEL O0Ta - 94TO

cavok ayst 60eBoi ronyeri. Ho ObI710 mMHTEPECHO. Y Bac MPsIMO CYHAYYOK C 3arajkaMu, a He (h)aBOPUTKA,
MoOu umneparop... Jarumup?!



[ToBepHYBIINCE, 51 OXHYJIA - JaH He CTOSJ, a CUAEN], YIIEPEBIINCH CIINHOY B XOJIOOHBIY KaMeHb. CiaBa bory,
YTO XOTB TOJIOBY Ha T'0JIOC ITOBEPHYI. 1 6pocHuiiach K CBOEMYy MyKYHHE.

- Yro cayuunocs?!

- Bcé xoporirto, Pur, - ycrasno yneIOHYJICS OH, IOJHUMASCh U 3aKii0o4as MeHs B 00bSATHS, - Tellepb BCE
XOpOIIo... Y MeHs IIPOCTO 3aKPYyKUITach TOJI0BA.

YecTHO CJII0BO, OH CMOTPEJI TakK, YTO AbIXaHue IepexBaTuio. M riasa cyacTIUBEIE-CYaCTIUBEIE, YTO MOXKHO
OKYHYTBCSI B 9TO CYaCThe, 3a6paThCs C TomoBoM. KaxkeTcsi, 1 OKOHYATEJIbHO CHAl0Ch Ha MUJIOCTh
nobequTensd.

Hactpoenue ucnoptun ApomMup.

- Uro OymeM mesaTh, Ballle BenudecTBO?.. Hy>KHO COOOIIIUTEL COBETY S3BIYHUKOB, IONHATH 3anucu. Ecnn
MaprapuTa pa30ynuaa CUIy TOM OeBOYKHU, TO BO3MOXKHO, OYAYT ellé sI3IYHUKHU. MBI PUCKYyEeM
CTOJIKHYTBLCSI C TEM, O YEM HAaBHO 103a0kIu... COBET HOJXKEH 3HATh.

- Her.
- Het?..

-V Mapro HeT KOJiblla CUJIEI ¥ OHA He A3bIYHUIla. TouKa. Bombllle HuYero coBeTy 3HaTh He HYXKHO, -
XOJIOTHO OTO3BAJICS UMIIEPATOP, - TOOOXKAM, ApoMup. MHe caMoMy ObI TTOHSITh, UTO fieJIaTh fajIbllle.

- 9o He Bamia 3aboTta, [laHUMUD, - CKPUITHYJ 3y0aMu SI3LIYHUK. ¢ TUXO 3alIuIiesna, omyas yrpo3sy.
MyXK4YWHBI YIUBJIEHHO ITOKOCHUJIMCH Ha MEHS, HO K CHACThI0, HUKAKUX aKTHUBHBIX IENUCTBUYN HE
II0CJIeIOBAJIO.

- 910 Mos 3aboTa. 3aBTpa s 00bABII0 PUTY CBOel HEBECTOM U MaTephio OyOyIel BeIMKOM KHIXKHEL. W Kak
4JIeH IIapCKOM CeMbHU, OHa IIOIIameT IOM 3alluTy Kano.

A? Yto? KTO Kyma nonapeT?
- ®aBOPUTKY? - eXUAHO mepecrpocus Apomup: - Hago ke, KakKo# CKaHAAIbHBIN UTOT CMOTPUH!

- Mou HeBeCTH TOXKe OClIaBUIu cels, - [JaH CKOPYHUII POXKY, 3aMEeTHO paccnabisack. - Bipouem, He ObLIO
HACTOSIIMIMX CMOTPUH. MuI ¢ Bentem xoTenu HallTH IpefaTesisi U3 apUCTOKPaTUH.

He 61110 cMOTpHuH?! 3TO 4TO XKe, s 3ayeTena u3-3a MIUoHCKuX urp?! BoT ragsr!
ITompoxpure-ka!
- OTO MUIIOBBIE CMOTPUHLI? ThHl He MJIaHUPOBAJ JKEHUTHCA?!

- Her, - pa3ysneibasncs 9TOT YEeITUPCKUM KOT OT yXa [0 yXa, - 1 COOMPAJICS KAATh rof, 4TOOB 3a49aTh
pebénka Mapu, a TOTOM KeHUThCA Ha Tebe. Y He cMOTPU Ha MEHsS BOJIKOM, Mapu Ha3Ha4duIa yCIOBUE
cBoel 6epeMeHHOCTH, U s IPUHSIII ero. 4 o4eHb XoTen ObITh ¢ ToG0M, Pura...

- Tl KOE-4TO YIIyCTUJI B CBOEM IIJIaHe!
-M?

- ITpocToe YenoBedyeckoe "moroBopuTh"!!! - pABKHYyNaA g ¥ BEIOeXkana u3 meilepsl. O6uaa AyIiuia -
croBaMU He nepenarth. OT4acTy g noHuMarna [laHa, Ho... Ha mylile Komku cKpeGIuCs.

Bomnbmie 51 ¢ JaHOM He pa3roBaprBaia, faxKe KOrfa OH IIPDHUIIEN cIlaTh KO MHe. He BEITHana, TOIBKO MoT4a
IIOBEPHYJIaCh CIIMHOMU.
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- Mapro, Te Kak?! - Kocca BiieTesia B MOM IOKOU aK¥ MOJiofasi laHb U YyTh He Bpe3asach B JIaKes.
Omnemus, 5 coeana CAUMIKOM OOJBIION IIOTOK M 3aKallIsiack B candeTKy. Jlakell pBaHys ObUIO KO MHE,
HO S OTPULATENILHO TTOKavaJlia ToJI0BOM. Toraa napeHsb BEITSIHYJICS B CTPYHKY W BaXKHO 3asIBUIL:

- T'ocmmoxka MaprapuTa, K Bam Ux CusiTenbCcTBO, KHsI3KHa Kocca TeMHOBCKast!

Ot pe3koro 6aca rocTbs MOMOPIIUIIACh U yKa3ajla ClIyre Ha IBepb. Y BOT mapamoKC - TOJIBKO IIOJIYYUB MOM
KUBOK, JIaKel IMOKMHYJI KOMHATY, XOTs 110 paHry Kocca cTosmia HaMHOTO BHIIe. BooOiie 3a Buepamraui
meHb, Korga [laH oO6bsIBUII 00 OKOHYAaHUM CMOTPHH, ITIOUYTUTEIBHOCTD CIIYT PEe3Ko BhIpocna. C MeHs pa3Be
4TO MNBUJIMHKY He coyBaiu!

Kak?! Hy He Mornu ke OHM CibImaTh Jarumupa B nemepe! Y G611 KaKOW-TO TPUKA3 HACUeT MEHS?..



- A 4TO CIIy4uJIOCh? - CIIOXBaTUBIIUCH, I BEPHYJIacCh B pealbHbI MUp. KaxkeTtcs, Mel ¢ Koccoli IpUBHIKIN
OPYyT K OPYTY B 9TOM HeBOIbHOM "oTnycke". ITo KpaliHell Mepe, HUKAKOT0 pa3fgpakKeHusi BUSUTHl KHIXKHBI
He IOCTaBIISIIIN.

- Tel He ciplmana?! CeromHs BO OBOPIlE HNPOIIaIbHEIM 0ajl, a 3aBTpa MbI mokugaeM Illax-Amien! Bece
yBepeHE!, 4To [aH BeIOpan JnusabeT!

$1 MeJIeHHO OITyCTHUJIIa YalllKy ¢ Kode Ha cTonuK. OT Topeun HeIIpPUsITHO 3allluiajio Ha rydax. Hy,
dbopMaIbHO S caMa OTKa3ajla eMy, BEIPa3uB HeI0BOJIbLCTBO. KoHeuHO, peGEHOK C Kafio yKe eCTh, a
KEHUTHCSI MOKHO HaMHOTO BHITOIHEE.

- Mapro? - KHs2KHa OIyCTUJIach IIepeno MHOM Ha KOJIeHHU: - THl yero, mnavems? [la HaBb ¢ TOOOM, 3TO
npocto cnyxu! Jana ¢ Muctom u3 kabuHeTa He BEITAQIINUTE, a 9Ta HaxXallka II0JIb3yeTcs!

- Bpoch, oyist Hero 9TO HAWIYYIINI BHIXOM. POmOBUTAs KeHa, Y KOTOPOU MOSIBUTCS HOPMaJIbHEIH
HaACJIeOHUK, K TOMY K€, MOJIofasi ¥ XOpoIlasi COOO0H...

- Hy THI TOXe maneko He IIyraso, - PeIpKHYyJIa KHSIXKHA, - He IU1aYb, noxanyicra! MHade s cama cerigac
3amnnavy, u Mbl OyIeM BHITTISANETh Kak IBe UIUOTKM!

CropaBennnBo, HO HaM MOXKHO, 6epemMeHHBIM. OOHAKO XK 51 3acTaBuia cebs yCroKouThbCcs. 3Hasd [HaHa...
HeJTb3s1 OBITH MTOTHOCTHIO YBEPEHHOM B 4éM-1n60. Kak BIpo4YeM, U CIIyXHM OCTAIOTCS CITyXaMHu.

- A 3ayeM mpoIlanabHEIHM 6an? Bemop mocjie CMOTPHUH BCe OTIPABATCS BO OIBOpeI?

- Xopor1uii Bompoc! - pa3apakEHHO 0TO3Balach KHsIXKHA: - [102KamyH, ellé napy 4acos - S BEIObIO IBEPH
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO KabuHeTa U 00s13aTEILHO CIPOIITy!

Hy, 651710 651 cTpaHHO, eciiu 6 BenbMup BEIOpasl HEBECTOM HEXKHYIO POMAIIIKY.
- A 4TO TIpPO HamafieHVWe Ha OOHY U3 HEBECT? - CMEHUJIA S TEMY: - YK€ M3BECTHO, KTO CTOUT 32 TUM?
KusxxHa TONBKO B3OOXHYIA.

- HackomnbKkO s noHANa - HeT. MUCT caM 4yTh JIM He PBII 3€MJII0 II0f], OKHaMH, NONpalluBall BCeX C...
IIpeBHIIEHUEM IIOJIHOMOYNH, HO HU4Yero. Hukakux sI3BIYHUKOB B ITIOK0OAX Mupociassl He Obu10. Hy He 13
BO31yXa Xe OH MOsIBUJICSH!

- Tam OBIITH EKaTepI/IHa n AneKcaH,upa, -IIPUIIOMHHAIIA 4, - MO2KET, OHH 4YTO-TO BUOENN?

- O0Ge B roJioCc TBEPAST, UTO 3arJISHY/IN Ha Yal U BOBpeMs ApPYyKecKoi 6ecenrl 9TO "Hayanochk'... MeHs
opyKeckasi 6ecefja HeBepPOSTHO CMyIaeT, Ho MUCT TO JIX IIOBEPHUJI, TO JIX PYKOM MaxHys. BMenaTebCTBO
TOYHO OBIJIO I3BIYECKOE, @ HEBECTHI - He SI3BIYHUIILI U CIOeJlaTh ITI0J00HOe He MOTJIH.

- Ila, 9TO OYEBUMHO, - TPYCTHO ITpoOopMoOTasa 5 U... 0CeKJiach. A ¢ 4yero o4eBungHo?! Kak y4usim meTeKTHUBHI,
HUCKJTIOYHM BCe BapUaHTHI - ¥ TO, YTO OCTAHETCs, OymeT mpaBmoii. I1o ¢pakTy momydaeTcsi, YTO HUKOT0O He
ORIJIO B IIOKOSIX, KPOME HEeBeCT!

MucTrcnaB ckasall - 1 IOMHUJIA - IEITAIUCh CJIoMaTh, HO He IIOJy4YuIIock. [leficTBre He ObLIO
OTJIOKEHHBIM. XOTH... a Kpacka? OTKyAa B3s1ach Kpacka?

- OcTamnach B rapoepo6Hoi - MUCT eé€ mo3xke Halllel, - mosicHuna Kocca u yieiOHy1ach MOEMY
HEeIOyMEHHOMY B3TJISAy: - [IBOpeI] elé He TOTOB OKOHYATEJIbHO, OTKPHITH JIUIIb TPY 9Taka. [I0Kou HeBeCT
3aKaHYUWBAJIM MEPEe] CaMbIM ITPUE3[0M, ¥ HEYOUBUTEJIBHO, YTO 3a0bINK B criemke yopaTh. CII02KHO CKa3aTh,
nmoueMy MupociaBa U €€ TOPHUYHAsI He 3aMEeTHJIU KPAcKy, HO... 9TOTO MEI y2Ke He y3HaeM.

4 pacTepsiHHO KMBHYJIa U IIpU3aiyManach. 3HaUUT, BCE-TaKU BO3[4eNCTBOBAIU Cpa3y, HUYero He
MIPUHOCUIIH... HEBECTH He SI3BIYHUIIBI, IOTOMY YTO HET KOJIbIla CHJIHL...

Ho y MeHs TOXe HeT Kojiblia CUIH!!!
- Kocca! - 1 axx mognprirayna: - Hago y3HaTh, ObUIM JTU Y HEBECT IPEOKU-sI3bYHUKH! ! !
- 3aueM? - omnemusa OHa.

- IToToMy YTO KOJIBIIO CUJIBI - HE IIOKa3aTellb, U 3TUM Ionb3yioTcsa! [TocMoTpy Ha MeHsI, B MOUX IIpeJKax
OBbLTM CUIBbHEUINNe S3BYHUKY, a 51 BCETO JIUIIThL HOCUTEIbHUIIA, Kak coobiiuna Mupa. Ho maxe 6e3 KoJbIla
sl TIHY Ha NePBLIA-BTOPOM YpOoBeHb! A 4TO ecyiu eCcThb Opyrue HocuTenu? Y 3Haxapka MHe JIEKIHIO
MIPOYMTaJia, YTO 6acTapmoB MHOTO, BCe JaBHO ITepeMellanich, a CUiia - OHa He yxoguT. OHa ocTaéTcs, ToKa
He HaAXOJWT BBIXOJ B H-TIOKOJIEHUU. [loHMMaeIb MeHs?

- CMyTHO.



- Hy cMoTpH, - 1 momoaBUHYyIachk OIUKe, - MOMMYCTUM, B POy HEBECTHI KTO-TO COTPEIIUII C I3LIYHUKOM.
Konb110 He mosiBUIOCh, peOEHKa IPU3HAIN HOPMAIbHEIM. A Y BHYYKHU U/IY IPaBHYYKY "COTPEIIUBIINX"
YPOBEHBb CUJIBI [IOOHSJICS Ha IEPBHIU WX BTOPOU YPOBEHD, HO AJIA KOJIbIla 3TOI0 HEeJOCTaTO4YHO. TO eCTs,
OHAa TO-IPEeXXHEMY HOCUTEJIFHUIIA Japa, HO KaK U 1 yXKe cnoco0Ha IPpUMEeHSTh Maruio! A ecrnu
HOCHUTEJIbHUITY elle U 00y4YuTh, 3a0CTPUTD Ha YTO-TO KOHKpeTHOoe?.. Ha Menkue yapkl, Ha BHylIeHUe... 1
ByaJis - 1io0ast 3 HeBecT J[laHa MOXKeT OBITh Hefo-sI3bIYHUIIelH !

YecTHOE CIIOBO - 51 KaK Oy[ATO OTKPHIIA €1 AMEPUKY.

- Ho Bepymoiune, 0cOOEHHO apruCTOKPATHsI, CJIeAsAT 3a YUCTOTOM pofa... - noTsHy1a Kocca. 4 mocmoTperna
Ha Heé 0YeHb CKeIITUYECKH.

- A a3pruHuKY cnensat?.. Oco0eHHO MOJIObIe, TIONHEIE CHUII MyKYUHEBI, TOTOBEIE UMETh BCE, UTO MBUXKETCS?..
OTBeTa He MPO3ByYaso. [la MHe 1 He TPeOOBaIOCh.

- Ham nipegaTtens - 9To nubo ExkaTepuHa, mu00 AleKcaHapa, - IOOLITOXKUIA I ¥ BHUMATEILHO IIoTIsAnena
Ha KHSIXKHY.

Ho croBapuBasich, MBI COPBaJIMCh C MeCTa ¥ OPOCUINCEH B KaOMHET UMIIepaTopa.

HawMm monro He XOTenu BEPHUTh, U B KAKOM-TO MOMEHT S COBCEM OTdasiachk. Beib BCE 04eBUOHO, a 9TH
IeTyX4 3ajlafuiiu - "HEBO3MOXKHO, HEBO3MOXKHO". B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, pOMUD CKaIUJICA U BeJiesl I103BaTh
AnekcaHApy ¥ 3HaxXapKy, SIKOOB 4TOO OHUM OMPOBEPTIIH 3Ty 06i1akb. Ho HEOXKUOaHHO U MaTh MUCTHCIIABA,
u 6abKa BCTaIM Ha MO0 CTOPOHY. To, UTO si3bIYecKasi CUjla NepemaeTcs M0 HACJIeACTBY, MOKa3aHHBIN (QakKT,
KakK U TO, YTO HOCUTEJIM IOPOU TBOPUIIM Uyneca. PasyMeeTcs, 3TO He CUUTaIU I3b[YECKUM IapoM, CKOpee,
ymadeii, 60kbuM npoBugeHueM. Ho 3anpoc Ha moapoOHYI0 POOOCIIOBHYIO B apXuB MUCTHCIIaB BCE XKe
mopall.

3a Tpu yaca mo O6aja MPUIIET OTBET.

SlpoMup BEIpyTajCcs TaK BUPTYO3HO, UTO ST BOCXUIIEHHO MOX/IomMana. He 3Ha0, YTO OHU BBEIYUTAIH, HO
OIIPENENIEHHO 51 He oImubIIace.

- Mucr, - uMIepaTop MOYTH PHYAJ, - KAKOTO VIILIPS TBOX IIapHU IIPOBOPOHUIN?!

- OHUM IPOBEPSIIN, HO 9Ta HUTh HUTHe He 3HaunuTCs! Ecnu 6 He u3BeCTHOE MMsI, MBI OBI BOOOIIIe HUYETro He
noHAnIn!

- Kakoe ums?! - He BeIigepkana Kocca, KoTopyio kK 6ymare, Kak ¥ MeHsI, He ITyCTUIH. - YTo Tam?!

- 'Y rpadunn u3 poma Memepckux 6vl1a qo6pavyHas CBS3b, OT KOTOPOM 0HA IOHecNa. Ho XKeHuX HacTOIbKO
TJIEHUJICS KPACcOTOM rpaduHu, 4TO MPOCTHUJI €M ¥ MHTPUKKY A0 Opaka u make mIpu3Han gertei. TouHee,
OOHY, ¥ KOTOPOM IIPOSIBUJIACH SI3bIYeCcKas BsI3b, COAJIU B IIPUIOT, @ BTOPYIO - 6€3 OTMETHUH - BOCIIUTHIBAIU
KaK POMHYIO I0Yb. ITOM HOoUYephio Oblsla MaTh EkaTepuHbl Meliepckoii. Pe6GsiTa moberanu o MpUioTaM U
HAIJIU-TaK#u €€ poOHyio TETKY. U [laH mpas, 3TO CepPbE3HBIN MPOCUET.

- Bumana HepBgeiickas, nekaH Akamemuu CeBepHbix KHskecTB. KpacoTa. Mbl 3HaTHO HeHIOTJIAOEeNH, MUCT,
- 3aKOHYMUI fpomup, nagas B Kpecio.

I'maza y Koccel cTanu ugeanbHO KPYTJIBIMU.
- Bugaua?!

- Oa. Y To BHyIIEHNE, KOTOPOEe IpuMeHuwIn K Mupocsnase - 9TO 110 CyTH, Yaphl JieKapsi, HO 0YeHb cjiabble U
CKOPPEeKTUPOBaHHBEIE 0COO0M TEXHUKOM. TeXHUKON 00paTHOI0 JIeKaps, - TJlaBa TaWHOUW KaHIEIIPUN CBE
KOHYWKY MabIEB, CIOBHO CO3epIias IIyCcToTy: - HUKTO He BUOEJI, KaK OHa JieyuT. 1 BC€ mymar, mouemy
JneKapckui hakynbTeT B AKajieMuu TakKoi cjiadeiii. Ho ecnu ucxomuthk U3 TOro, 4To BumaHa oOpaTHBIN
JIEKaph - 3TO JIOTUYHO. YeM GOJIbIlle TPUMEHSsIeIlh TEMHBIN Iap, TeM OOJbIlle BRIKUTAEIIb CBOI0 POIHYIO
CUILy.

- OHa He yMeerT JIeYuTh caMa ¥ He 0epéT B HACTAaBHUKHU TeX, KTO MOT OBl HOTaAaThCs, - HOAXBATHIIA
Anekcanppa, - mo3TOMy Ha (HaKyIbTeTe OOHU BUEPAIIHUE CTYOEHTH Oa aCIUPaHTKU. JIubo Te, KTO C Hel
3aonuo. Hemnmoxo. Camoe ceppile I3bI9eCKOT0 MUPa - AKQIeMus...

- Y gapsl. 4 ¢ TETKOCThIO 0OpaTui Yyapkl Anuu Ha Kocce, HO B MePBLIM pa3 IPOMAsijICs B IBa pa3a MOJIbIIE.
B ToT meur Anuu He ObINIO B AKameMuu, a 3Ha4uT... Koccy xoTesna yopats BumaHa.



Ha aToT pa3 He YJ'IBIGHYJ'ICH maxe HpOMI/Ip, MacCKa KOTOPOTO IIOYTH He IIOABOOHUJIA.

- Ecniu THI yragai - 3To KatacTpoda, Muctucnas. 51 y2K MOIYy O TOM, YTO B TEOpUH BumaHa Moria
BO31EeMCTBOBATh Ha ExkaTeprHy U ceMbio Memepckux. Mmu... OHa IpeqiioXkKuia UM IIOMOIIs B 0OMeH Ha
TpoH. CKOMIIPOMETUPOBaB OCTalIbHLIX HeBecT, EkaTepuHa nerko Ob cTana uMIepaTpullel u momnasna Iof
3ammTy Kago. MoeansHo. Ero BenmmuecTBO monas ObI IO OJTHBIM KOHTPOJIh JKEHHL.

- Hy He daxT, - Boctipotusuics [aH, - HO IIJIaH oIpenes€HHO XopoIll. He mosBuck Mapro B Moel XKU3HU, ¥
HUX OBI BIIOJTHE TTOIy4YnI0Ch. BenmukonenHas maptusi. U s KAy, - OH KpaCHOPEYMBO ITOBEPHYJICA K
MucTucnasy u ApoMupy, - OT CBoell TaiHOM KaHLensapuu He MeHee 3(pDeKTHHIN O0TBET!

- Byner, - MpauHo nmoobemany MyK4YUHEI.

- F'ocmoxa, Kak ke 0asn?.. - HelJla ¥ HbJIA CJIyXKaHKa. - MeHsT UX BeJIMNUeCTBO IIPUCTABUII, IIOATOTOBUTH BaC K
bamy!

- IlepematiTe ero BeJIMYECTBY, YTO 5 HUKyna He uny! ITycTh 00BSIBIIsIET HEBECTY 03 MOero... yJdacTus!
Vxopure!

Ha nocnepueit dppase rojgoc OporHys, BEIaBas MeHS C TojioBoi. CiyKaHKa TSIXKeJIo B3LOXHYyJIa U
momnsesiack Npoyb. {1 cCOMHeBanach, YTo OHa SIBUTCS K [laHy IIocJie HeyIauu - Ha000POT, IIEPBLIM [IeJIOM
TIOHECETCS Ha KyXHIO: "MOKJIafiIBaTh HOBOCTh". Yepes yac Bech ABOpell OyOeT 3HaTh, 4TO (paBOpUTKaA
MOJIy4Yrjia OT BOPOT MOBOPOT ¥ 3aKPHIJIaCh B CBOUX ITOKOSX.

- Hemmnoxo, - XMBIKHYT [[aH, ITOSBISSACH U3 CIIANIbHU, - Te6e OBl aKTPHUCOM OBITh.

HepBHO XOXOTHYJIa B OTBET:

- Kakue Mou roget! MozxkerT, emi€ u B akTpuckH nouny! CocraBuTe peKOMeHIAIMIO, Ballle BEJIMUECTBO?..
Ox yneIOHYJICS, 3aCTaBUB Ccephlle CIagKo EKHYTh, X 3aMep PSAOOM CO MHOM.

- Het. He cocTtaBmnio. ¥ TebGs GyaeT ogHa poiib, KOTOPYIO, BEPIO, THI OTHIIPAEIIL C OJIECKOM.

- Y Kakyto xke? - BRIIOXHYJIA 5, IPUKacasiCh KOHYUKOM HOCa K ero Hocy. Ero BeTu4ecTBO HEXKHO
IIOI1eJI0BAJl MEHS B BUCOK U, CKOJIb3HYB I'y0DaMu K YIIKY, ITPOIIEIITal:

- Ckopo y3Haews. CoBceM CKOpo. Mos nocemHasa MaJleHbKasg HHTPUra.
- Hy-ny.
CBexko npemaHue, Kak TOBOPUTC!

OTBepHYyBIIUCH OT [laHa, sT HOAOIIa K OKHY, BIJIAOLIBAsICh B 3aKaT. [lyioxas Obia upesi. O4eHs 1mioxast
upesi. Ho mmmnepaTop BeIOpasl UMEHHO MOIO KOMHATY B KadecTBe "yOexuia", 1 XpeH ero BhITOHUIIIb
Teneps!

- Ecniu mepexoguTh Ha MTUYHOCTH, THI TOXKEe HUKOTHa He OblJla OTKPOBEHHA. - BAPYT Pa3fajioch 3a CIIUHOM. -
Yo 3a "uyxkasa 3eMis", KOTOpyIio yroMrHana Mupa? CHadaa g mHoayMal Ipo UHOCTPaHKY, HO TBOU
CTPaHHHIY BUJ, aKIIeHT, 3HaHU... £ IPOIIepCTUII MHOXKECTBO 3HIIUKIIONenu no reorpaduu. Huyero
noxoxero. Tak OTKypna ThI B3siachk, Pura?

Tuxo ycMexHysach. 3aKaT IMOYTH [IOTOPEeJ Mo KoHIla. Kak u .

- 4 u3 gpyroro mupa, [laH. 3 napannenbHoi 3emau. Mol MUp - KOIIUS 3TOT0, HO UCTOPUS B HEM IIOIIIJIa
no-gpyromy. Bo3aM0oKHO, TOTOMY YTO YV HAC HUKOTA He ObIIO Maruu M I3bIYHUKOB, WU OBIJIN, HO 0YEeHb
maBHO. U umnepaTopckasi ceMbs Oblyla. TOIBKO M3-3a HETPAaMOTHOM IIOJIUTUKY UX CHadasa CBepriy, a
IIOTOM paccTpendanu. Tenmeps MIPaBUT NPE3UNEHT C T'PYIIIION MUHUCTPOB M HET KJIaCCOBOTO CTPos. Bce
CBOOOMHBI ¥ PaABHHI.

B roctunHo# Bomapuiachk TUIIWHA. S He crelnuia, IoHUMast, 4To [laHy Hy>KHO IIepeBapUTh HOBOCTb.
- Hy, B cBO60ny 1 paBEHCTBO TOYHO HE BEPIO, - HAKOHEI] 0TO3BAJICA OH, - BO-IIEPBLIX, 3TO YTOIHUS.
- A BO-BTOPBIX?

-A BO-BTODPEIX, - OH IIPH2KAJICA KO MHeE, oOGHUMAasT OByMS PYKaMH, - s1 IIOMHIO TBOE JINII0, KOT'[la BOeBoaa
Ha3BaJl MEHs IeCapeBUu4YeM. CHauyasa ThHI OIIeIlnia, a IIOTOM CKJIOHHJIa T'OJIOBY, KakK BCe. I/IcnyranaCB. A
3HAYUT, XU BallleM MUPE€ €CThb Ta BJIACTh, IIpen KOTOpOﬁ CKJIOHAT I'OJIOBEI.



- EcTp, - KUBHYJIa, - B MOEH CTpaHe 3TO - BIACTh JeHer. Y KOro ux 00Jibllle, TOT U MpaB. UCKITI0OYeHUs
penKu.

- Bor Bupume. Hukorna He GynyT Bce paBHBL. ECTh BemoMble U eCcTh Benymiue. Th Xodellb oOpaTHO, Puta?
YV Tebe... ocTajCs KTO-TO Ha Apyrou 3eme?

HeBomnpHO s 3agymanack. Xouy nmu obpaTtHo? [To cytu, CeBepHast UMnepus maxe xyxke Poccun B IjiaHe
yno6CTB, ¥ MHe IIPOCTO II0Be3JI0, YTO s Iomasna Bo asopell. Ho Hazapn... Ha3zanm He xoTenock. S o4eHb
OBICTPO IIPUBLIKJIA K CBOEMY HOBOMY KDPYTY.

- ¥ MeHs ocTanack MaMa, - MpU3HAJIaCh, BTATUBAS HOCOM BO3[VX, - HO HE3AOJITO 1O MOEU CMEPTH y HEE
MIOSIBUJICSI My2K4YMHA. MyK4YMHA, PSIOOM C KOTOPBLIM OHA IIOXOPOIIesa U IOMOoJIofesa. Sl Hafgech, YTO y HUX
CIIOKUTCSI CEMbsI, MOXKET, lakKe AEeTH IMOSIBITCsI. MaMa... OHa C JIeTCTBa BUAENA, UYTO S He Takas. YTo s
MOJIHUHY JIOBJTIO ¥ BBIZKMBAIO, YTO C TEXHUKOHN OPYXKY, YTO TSIHYCh K CTApPBIM 3aMKaM, UCTOPHUSIM... MOXKET,
oHa moHsna. [ToHsa, YTO T BePHYyJIach Ha 3a0bITyI0 poguHy. OHa Bedb TOXKe SI3LIYHUIIA B KAaKOHU-TO Mepe.

- Ecnu TH B He€ yMOM - He COMHEBaloCh, - coo0iu [laH. Bay, aTo MeHst ymMHOM nipu3Hanu?.. Kak cmero! -
Cnacu6o, Puta. { pan, 4To HeCMOTPS Ha GJIM3KOTO YeJIOBEKA, HECMOTPS Ha MPOO6JIEMBI M MOM HEIIPOCTOM
XapaKTep, THl BCE PABHO OCTAEIIbCS PSIIOM.

- A 51 ocTaroch? - "yOuUBIEHHO" OOHSIIa OPOBB.

- OcTaémbcs! - ¢ HaXXUMOM YTBEPOUJI UMIIEPATOP U pacxoxoTtancs. - [la Hy Te6s K HaBbeit maTepu, PuTka,
B camoM pmene! Cmaroch 1 Ha TBOIO MUIOCTh! KM 6e3 Toro Bce ceKpeTnl BhIman!

MEICNb 0 HapyYHHKaX ¥ IJIETKEe CHOBa 3aMasiuuia B rojioBe. Tbdy, IpoBaInuch OHO BCE!

- OHM HAIIPaABUJIKCH B Call, Ballle BeTN4YeCTBO. [IprKaxkeTe OCTaHOBUTL?
- He HyXHO, - B3goxHyn [laH, OTPHBasCh OT MEHS, - S ceryac Ipumay.

- 4 c Toboii! - HamoMHMIIa OBICTPEHBKO, ITOKA He ucye3 B HOuM. Kak ropopusa Mmost mama: "ITomartian -
xenucs!" Hy, unu xotst 661 ¢ cob60# Ha paccnenoBaHue 6epu!

HiMmepaTop BOOXHYJI €II€ IPoIlle, HO IIOKOPHO B3sJI MEHS 3a PYKy. BpodeM, omacHOCTH He OBLIO - 3a
EkaTepuHOU BeCch BeUep clefuia TalHas KaHIeIsIpus, a 9TH pedsTa, Kak IToKa3ajia IPakKTUKa, YMEIT
OBITH He3aMeTHHIMHU. [[yMalo, B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM cafy ceduac IejIbli "MacOoYHBIN" pacCagHUK.

Hac npoBesim He3aMeTHOM TPOMKOM K Oecefgke, rme HECKOIbKO OHEHN Ha3a[d MbI CUIOENN ¢ Dnu3aber.
Termnepkb Ke OHU OBLIKM ¢ EKaTepUHOU BOBOEM.

Asas oqepenHoﬁ Pa3 0CO3HaJla, 4YTO COBCEM He pa36I/IpaIOCB B JIIOOAX.

- Bac MOXHO TO3IpaBUTh, Inu3abeT, - X0noaHo 6pocuiia EkaTeprHa, - CIyrd TOBOPAT, UMIIEPATOp HaxKe
dbaBopuUTKY CBOIO OTOCTas pamu Bac. KctaTu, a mouemMy ero He GvII0 Ha Gamy?

-V [lanumwupa BaXkKHBIE [IEJIa, - B TOJIOCE MHOCTPAHKK CKBO3UJIO IPEBOCXOMACTBO, - OpockTe, EKaTepuHa, Ml
e C BaMU IOTOBOPWIKCE. f He JIe3y B BalllM [ejla, Bbl B Mou. [To6ekaaeT Ta, KOTOPOM YIIBEIOHETCS ynayda.

Ilazke CKBO3b IIJIOTHEIE KYCTHI YYBCTBOBasach 37100a, oxBaTuBIIass ExkaTepuny.

- Yomaua?! CHauaJjia Balllu 3eJibsl, U3 KOTOPBIX UCKIIo4Yunu AHU U HaTasnu, IoToM 3aurpeIBaHUS C
¢aBopuTkoit! Brl nmpocTo MomenHuUIa!!!

- 4d7?.. - 3axoxoTana dnu3abeT, HU4Yero He orpurias: - O, HET, 1 BCEro JIUIIb X0TeJjla BHIUTrpaTh TPoH. U He
MOSI BUHA, YTO apUCTOKpaTKu MMmepuu Takue... Ky, Tem 6ojiee, BaM 11 TOBOPUTh O YECTHOCTH?.. Br
IIHCaJiv JOHOCH UMIEPaToOPy Ha Maprapury, a IOTOM M BOBCE HAHSIJIM SI3BIYHHUKA [IJIsI 9TOM OemHOM
meByIIKYM, MupocnaBbl. Unu B gyMaiid, s He JOTafaiock?.. ITo OBIIN BhI, OOMIbIIe HEKOMY. Tak 4To He
CMeNTe TOBOPUTH O YeCTHOCTHU U MelnaTh MHe!! MHade 1 yroBopio [JaHMMHUpA OTIPaBUTh BaC B MOHACTHIPS!

Ox, Onmu3aberT, 51 Ke MOUTH IT0BEPHUJIa B TBOIO T€HUAJIBHOCTh. Hy KTO IPOKATEIBAETCS TakK TIyno!..

OcTaBUB collepHUIY MenjieHHO 00TeKaTh, Inu3abder cbexkana 10 CTylleHbKaM U HalpaBUiIach IPOYb U3
capa. Bot Tonbko crynop y ExaTepunsl npoanmuics Hegoiro. TallHas KaHIe/IIpUs efBa yclesa 1oiMaTh
03BEPEBIIYI0 HEBECTY U BEIOUTH KUHKAN U3 €€ PYK.

Crom, kuaxkai?.. [Tonyuaercs, EkaTeprHa pemmia u30aBUTLCS OT COIIEPHUITEL 3apaHee?..

[Toka dnu3abeT x/jomana ria3amu, y 6eceku MmosiBuiacs [laH.



- 3HAYUT, HEMPOIIeHOH NoO6pPoKenaTeIbHUIIEH C 3eJIbsIMU OBIIM B, @ He ExaTepuHa... He oxuman oT Bac,
Omu3aber. Kakue y MeHsI MHTEPECHBIE HEBECTHI, - ¥ II0Ka JaMOYKU HEe OUHYJIUChH, PIBKHYIL: - ['€pIIOTrUHIO
OTIy OTIIPABUThL U OoJibllle B MMIIEepHio He IIyCKaTh, a IIpeJaTeIbHUIY B HApyYHUKH U K Benbmupy! IlycTh
OH pa3bupaeTcs, 4TO HejlaTh C Hel U e€ CeMetCTBOM.

3a HEeCKOJIbKO CeKYyH[ caf omycTen. CTpaXKHUKYW U3 TaWHOM KaHIeISIPUH YBEIU OlllapallleHHBIX AeBYyIIeK. i
BHIIIIIA K [laHy, OTJIIABIBAst MECTO, TAe YYTh HE CIIyYHUJIOCh YOUMCTBO.

- Y Bcé? - MHe mazke He BEPHUJIOCh: - Tak mpocTo?

- A THI oXupana IyJnb ¥ Opak? - C YCMEIIKON 0To3BaJicsa OH: - Bpock, Mapro, neByIIKM MOJIOIble, 3HATHELE,
MIPUBLIKINKE, YTO UM IIPOMIAI0TCA J1I00ble Kanpulbl. He MyopeHo, 4TO OHU cuuTanu cebs jaydllle U yMHee
Bcex. Ho ToNbKO MBI He MaTyIIKa ¢ 0aTIONIKOM, 3aKPEIBAOIINe IJ1a3a Ha BEIXOOKY 4aj. baphimHu
3aUrpajiuch A0 TOT'0, YTO MOCTABUIIM Ha KOH YyXKue XKu3Hu. OCTaJIOCh JIUIIb IOATOIKHYTEH UX. MBI IIyCTHITA
CIIyX, 4YTO 51 XKEHIOCh Ha Jnu3abeT, ueM crpoBonupoBanu Exkatepuny. [Ipu3Hanue, a IOTOM U HallaJeHUe
Ha IrJla3ax y CBUIeTesel - Teleph y Hac pa3Bs3aHbl PYKH.

- CypoBo, - 0T0O3BaJjIach i, - KOHeYHO, dnu3abeT He BHITIsAmesa 0obpoit dheei... Ho Takoro s He oxumgana. A
YTO 3a MOHOCHI? Thl MHE HUYErO He TOBOPWUII.

HWmnepaTop MATKO YIIEIOHYJICS.

- 51 monmy4ars MUChMa-aHOHMMKHM O TBOMX CBHIAHMSIX U aMOpasibHOM noBemenuu. Ho Bens GBICTPO croerat
9KCIIEPTU3Y MTOYEPKOB U HAIIES OTIPABUTENISI. YUYUTHIBasi CUTYAlHI0, MBl "HE 3aMETHJIU" 3Ty BHIXOMKY, TEM
0onee, UTO MOHOCH IHUCANTH U [Pyrue HeBeCThl. Thl HUKOMY He ITOHpPaBuiIach, Mapro.

- BonpHO Hapo! - U yXKe CIIOKOWHee. - A 4TO mansbie, [TaH?..
- Huuero ctpamsuoro. Mel Bo3BpaiaeMcs B CTOJIUILY.
I'maBa 18

B rmaBHOM TpoHHOM 3aie CeBepHOi MMmepuu cerogHs ObIIO He MPOTONKHYTHCS. Ha TOPKeCTBEHHYIO
TIOMOJIBKY IIPUOLLIH ¥ SI3LIYHUKY, U IIEPKOBHUKY, U JeJieralluy U3 APyrux crpaH. CJI0BOM, 3JIMTa U3 3JIUT.
Crosimiye y TpOHa MUHUCTPHI KAPTUHHO MOPIIUINCE - BUAMMO, MOHaAPIINM BEIOOD IIPUIIENICS UM He II0
HpaBy. 1 He 3Hasa, 4TO pernui JlaH C TOMOJIBKOM, MOTJIa JIUIIb IPENonaraTh. IlouemMy-To - BEPOSITHO, U3-
3a YaCTBIX BUSUTOB B MOIO CIIA/JILHIO - I CKJIOHSJIACh K BEPCUU IIPO OTJIOKEHHYIO KeHUTh0y. To ecTs, ero
BEIIMYECTBO, MPeOkIBas B y2Kace OT BEIXOOKKA HEBECT, OTJIOXKHUII CBaAL0y JIeT 90aK Ha HsSITh. DTO ObLT OHI...
YEeCTHBIN BBIXOJ 110 OTHOIIIEHWIO KO MHE.

Ho uTo B ronose y [laHa, He BefaJjl fake rjlaBa TaWHOU KaHUENIpuU. XO0TSI UM HEBECTHI OH, KOHEYHO, yXKe
CIIBIIIIAJI, KaK ¥ MUHUCTPHI.

4 crosima psagmom ¢ TpoHoM Onbru, Kak 0co60 mpubnuxkEHHas K KHsaxKHe. [TouéTHrie mecta Oy u Katpus
pacroiarajauch Ha IbefecTanax, 1o 60kaM OT TPoHa uMrepaTopa. CaM UMIIepaTop Oma3nbIBajl, 3aCTaBISAS
OBYX OCTABIINXCS HEBECT HEPBHUYATH B OXKUaHUM. PocTucnaBa u AjleKcaHIpa - eMUHCTBEHHEIE, KTO HE
3aMsTHAJ CBOIO PEMyTAllMIO BO BPEMS CMOTPHUH.

A B TOJIOBe BCE KPYTHUJIACh Ta CTPAaHHAS maTa - mecsitoe ¢eBpars...

- Yto ke 6110 mecsaToro ¢geBpans?! - BeImanuia g B cepaliax. Bronrosnoca, ciaBa bory, HO K HeCYacCThIO,
PAZOM CTOSITIM Ype3BBIYaUHO yIIacCThle IIOAPYTH.

- PuTka, TH 4Yero, nmeperpenachk B cBoéM Illax-Amen? Baj 65l mecsitoro uucna! Hy aToT, Toe TH co
IIITHOHOM....

4 rHeBHO 3aluIiesia, BEI3bIBAs Ha IHUIAX AEBOYEK YJ'H:I6Ky.

- He nepexkuBatli, Mapro! - Tuxo XMBEIKHYyJIa KHSI3KHA: - He ogHa TH pa3Biekanachk. Hanpumep, sTy
pacKpacaBully, KaHONOATKy B HEBECTEHL, - OHa yKa3ajla Ha AleKCaHIpy, - TOXKe HalllIn B OOHOU N3 I'OCTEBBIX
KOMHAT, IIOMSTYIO ¥ KpacHyio. MHe dpeiiinHa MaMeHbKH pacCcKas3kiBajsia, YTO AecKaTh, rpad moTom Gerar,
OeHbraMHU CHIITAaJI - CKaHall 3aMUHall.

- Huuero ce6e! - BmewaTnuimachk 1. AjleKC moKa3ajlaCh MHE CKPOMHOMU M XPYIIKOM, 9TaKOW 3UMHEMN PO30H.
ITomoxpoure-xa...

A oTKypga TOorga UCTOPHUS IIPO TalHYIO IOMOJIBKY U TO, YTO "MMIlepaTop K HaM Iipue3xkan'?.. B Ty Houb [laH
OBIII CO MHO¥. He crIopio, OH MOJIOMOM M TIOHBIM CUJI MyKYMHA... HO HE HaCTOIbKO Xe!

IomyMmaTh s He ycIelna - Ipo3Bydanu ¢haHdapsl, 03HaAMeHYs IIOsBIeHNe UMIIepaTopa.

[TokocuBIinuch Ha [laHa, s pelruna, 4To 60bine cMOTPeTh He 6yny. He HyKHO. BJIOHOWH CO CIIOPTUBHBIM



TEJIOCJIOXKeHueM, B 6eJ10M MyHIUPe C PerajausiMy U IPSIMBIX OpIOKax, a eIné TPOHHBIH 3as1... DTO HaBeBajo
COBCEM APYTYIO CLIEHY, 0 KOTOPOM S IO CUX IIOP BCIIOMHHAJIA CO CMYIIEHUEM.

2KeHIUHEL IIPHCEJIH B PeBePaHCaX, MYXKYHWHBI YyTh HAKJIOHUJIX CIINHY, IPDUBETCTBYS HMIIE€paTOopa. Han
HEeCIIEIIHO IIPOocCjiegoBall K TPOHY, HO HE CeJI - OCTAaHOBHUJICA PAOOM C IIbeaeCTaJsIOM.

- ITpuBeTcTBYyIO Bac, moporue nopnanuble! IIpuBeTCTBYIO rocTel, KOTOPHIE IPUIIUIM C MUPOM U yBaKeHUeM
B Mmepuio, - MOCJIBl Ba?KHO KMBHYIH, XOTS (pa3a B 11e1oM Oblfla MOYTH PUTyasibHas. - Ceromns st coopain
Bac, YTOOBI COOOIITUTh UM MOEH HEeBeCTHl - OymyInei uMnepaTpullbl Benukoi CeBepHoit Ummepuun. Ho...
[Tepern sTuM 51 XoTen OB CIeIaTh HECKOBKO 3asABlIeHul. f Hafeloch, BLICOKUE U Benukue pona UMnepun
IIPUCIIYIIAaI0OTCI K MOUM CJIOBaM. JTO TaK e KacaeTCs S3bUYHUKOB U HAIIUX JOCTOIIOYTEHHEIX COCENEN.
Ilemo B TOM, 4TO i... KpalilHe pa3odyapoBaH.

ITo 3amy mpokaTuiach BOJIHA HeJOyMeHus. 51 Toxke Haxmypuia OpoBu. [laH cobpasicst aIaTUPOBATh
nyONuKy MogpoObHOCTIMU?.

- Oa, rocnopa. 51 pa3doyapoBaH. [ eBYyIIKY, BLIOpAHHBIE MHOH IOJIs1 CMOTPHH - 37uTa MiMmepuu, npumep Ojis
ToapakaHus ¥ BOOXHOBEHUS, MaTepPHu OYOYIUX TeHEPAIOB, 3eMJIEBIafeIbIIEB, MUHUCTPOB - TIOBEJIU CeO0SI...
MSTKO TOBOPSI, COBCEM HE TaK, KakK IMOJIOXKEHO apHCTOKpaTKe, IPEeACTaBUTEJIbHULIE CBOETO BEJIMKOTO POfa.
BaphIliHY CKBEPHOCIOBUIH, TIJIEJTH UWHTPUTH U MOACTABASAIN CIIyT. OHU OBLIM TOTOBBI MATH II0 TOJIOBAM,
YTO COBEPIIEHHO HE COOTBETCTBYET TOMY, KAKOM S X049y BUAETh UMIiepaTpully. Y He TOJIbKO UMIIEPATPUILY
- OJIs1 IePBLIX OBOPSHOK MMIepuu Takoe moBemeHue He mpuemneMo! [ToaToMy BOopoc o6pa30BaHus U
BOCIIUTAHUS AEBYIIEK s JINYHO BO3bMY Ha KOHTPOJIB!

Hy, HaH B cBoéM pemepTyape. Llaps, HETOBONMbHLIN MOBemeHueM 60 - MOYTH Kjiaccuka. Ho 3an
nmogmepzxkan. Opevnusbl OJIH BO3MYIIEHHO 3allelTaluCh - MOJI, KAK MOXKHO, KaKO¥ KoIiMap!

JIumemepku. Me1 ¢ Onbroi 0OMeHSIIUCh ITOHUMAIOIINMU B3TISIOaMU.

- Kpome Toro, - mpomonxkun IaH, HaclnaguBIINCh 3¢ GEKTOM, - HA CMOTPUHEI ITpoimia rpaduns ExkaTepruHa
13 poga MelepcKuX, Ybss CEMbsI CTOBOPUJIACH C SI3BIYHMKAMU-OTCTYITHUKaMHU U IIjiefa 3arosop. O, He
HYKHO 0€CIIOKOMCTBa, OHU IIOTEPIIEJIN ITOpaxKeHue. - YTy, MyKYUH Ha BUCEJIUITY, JKEHIIWH U JeTel - B

MOHACTHIPD, a Ty OeKaHIIy - B 3aCTeHKH mnajadeii. Ha aTom MecTe s mompocuia JlaHa 3aTKHYThCsI. He xo4y
OoJIbllle HUYero 3HaTh!

A mmMmnepaTop IpPOmoIzKal:

- U cBouM crmiaceHueM s B KaKOU pa3 00si3aH XpPYyIKOi, yMHOM [IeByIIKe, KOTOpas BCerga IoMoraia MHe U
Moel cembe. OHa HUKOTTA He IIPOCUJIa Harpanksl, HO CETOOHS S X04Yy BO3[aTh € CIIOJIHA 3a BCE IIOOBUTH.

OM, 4T0?.. DTO I HUUETO He mmpocuina?.. Y [laHa u3bupaTenbHEIH CKIepo3?

- MaprapwuTa, nofoiau! - mpuKasai OH, HOBEPHYBIIKUCH KO MHe. [lejlaTh Heuyero, MpUIUioch uaTu. Ocoboi
CTpacThio K BceoOIlleMy BHMMAaHMIO 5 He cTpafaja 1 Mojida 31uach Ha [lana. Hy 94To eMy cTOMIO IOOHATH
BOIIPOC O Harpafe TeT-a-TeT?! 3adem aToT nadoc?..

Ho 3aMepeB HAIIPOTHUB UMIIEPATOPA, S C Y2KACOM OCO3HAaJIa - OH YTO-TO 3aayMas. CIHUIIKOM YK MOCbKa
ObLNTa... IPeNBKYIIaoIas.

- MaprapwurTa, s BeIpakaio BaM OTPOMHYI0O 6J1aT0lapHOCTE 3a NOAHNEPKKY U IMpefaHHOCTb. CerogHs s xouy
HarpaguTh Bac, KaK YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIM BaM OECKOHEYHO [OIKeH. [IepBhIii MO¥ IIOJapoK - 9Ta MO JTUYIHAsT
rpaMoTa, IOATBEPKOAloIasi, YTO OTHBEIHE ITPABO CyAUTh BaC UMEIO TOJIbKO .

ITox anyogUCMEHTH U TOPKECTBEHHYIO MYy3BIKY JlaKel mepepnan MHe rpamMoTy. Benslit muct, roe 6bn1a
Bcero ofgHa ¢pasa.

"VuIOHUCEH U cOejlail BUM, YTO THI OjtaromapHal"
YecTHOE CIIOBO, S 4yTh BO3OyXOM He ImomaBusiack! A rge mos rpamora?! UYTo 3a HagyBaTeIbCTBO?!
Hapetoch, Most yneiOKa ObIjTa He CHJIBHO ITOX0Ka Ha OCKall.

- Ho 3T0 - TOMBbKO IepBHIM MOAAPOK, - POOoJIXKuI [aH, YKpaaKol MOKa3kiBasi MHE Kylak, -
MMIIEPATOPCKUM yKa30M (peiinmae Maprapute u3 poga UpeHCKuUX KamyeTcss TUTYJT 6apOHECCH U
3emeBnagenuusl! BoT civcok 3eMerns, U3 KOTOPHIX BB MOXKeTe BHIOPATh CBOIO OYOYIIYI0 BOTUYUHY.

3as 3aamIomgupoBall BHOBb, HO yXKe HeyBepeHHO. [TogHATh GpeiInHy H0 paHTa JBOPSHCTBA - 9TO yXKe
IIOCTYIOK Ha r'paHu. Jlakei moman MHe HOBBIH JTUCT... KoHEYHO, 6€3 BCAKOTO CIIUCKA.

"Beioupait Ilax-AmenH"

- ITax-AeH... - BBIgOxHYIa 1. Ha MUT OKa3ajocCh, 4TO 3a cIUuHOU [laHa MenbKHYyJla CUHAS TeHb. MupaHaa



OoJIbIlle He IIPUXOOWJIa, HO HHOIr'Oa s CJIOBHO YYBCTBOBaJla eé IIPUCYTCTBHE.

[IpugBOpHBIE TOXKE PAcCHabUIINCh - 0 BHITOMHOCTH 3eMeJib [Ilax-AllleH 3HaIu HeMHoTHe. A Tak... Hy
OBOPSHCTBO, HY IPOKJIATHE 3€MJ/IH, KOTOPHE OypOoYKa-hpelnHa BePHET Ka3He 10 OPOCoBOM 11eHe. YépTa
c oBa! lHTepecHO, a ABOpPEL] BXOOUT B MO BIafeHU?..

- U mocnenHee, - IPOOOIKUII UMIIEPATOD, Bpy4dasi MHE HOBYIO I'PaMOTYy, - BO3MOIKHO, 51 He CJIUIIKOM yrazail
C TIofapKaMu, HO MO€ JKeJlaHWe BHIPa3UTh BaM IIPU3HATEIFHOCTh BeJIUKO. BhI BipaBe BHIOpPATh BCE, UTO
yrogao. YTo s B CHJIaX MCIIOJIHUTD.

B HemoyMEHHOU THIIWHE ST HE3aMETHO IIOBEPHYJIa IPAMOTY, YTOOLI YBUAETh...

"Bribepu MeHs"

- Bac?! - 1 u3yMnéHHO BEITapallniiach Ha UMIlepaTopa. - To ecTs, s BEIOUpParo Bac, HO B KAKOM KadecTBe?..
- B xauecTBe XKeHUXa, g monarar. YTo X, pa3yMHOe XKejaHue, Maprapurta. f cormaces.

Yto?! Het, YTO?! Kakoe pa3dyMHOe XelaHue?!

- JaHUMUDP, KaK 9TO MOHUMATE?! - COOCTBEHHO, MMIIepaTPHUIla 03ByYHIa OOIIYI0 MEICITE.

- 4 man MaprapuTe ITpaBo BeIOpaTh, MaMeHbKa, M OHA BhIOpasia MeHsi. OTKa3aThCsI OT CBOUX CJIOB - 3HAYUT,
HapywmuTh obeianue. [ToaToMy s1 odulIIaIFHO 00BSIBIIAI0 OapoHeccy Mapraputy u3 poma MpeHCKux cBoen
HEeBEeCTOMH.

To ecTh, s1 MOTJIa BRIOPATh MOXKU3HEHHOE comepxkaHue [llax-AmeHCKOro ABOpIla, COOCTBEHHOE ITIOMECThE
WY KBAapPTUPY, MaCTEePCKYIO OJIsT M300pEeTEeHUM UK, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TUJILOTUHY IJISI 0CO00 HEJTIOOUMBIX
JTUYHOCTEH, a BeIOpajia BCero JIMIIL uMIiiepaTopa?.. HeBoIbHO IPHIIIa MBICIb O TOM, YTO TEHepPh, KOoraa y
MEHSI €CThb 3eMJIM U TUTYJI - @ Hy?KEeH JI1 MHE 3TOT OJIOHIUHUCTHIN TeMOPPOM?..

- KasHio0, - 6€33By4HO moob6eran J[IaH, OMyCTUBIIHUICS Ha OQHO KOJIEHO Mepeno MHOI, - 0COOeHHO 3a
reMoppori!

C TAKETBIM B3[IOXOM TIPUHSIA KOJbI0. Ceifyac CKaXKeT, YTO IOIIyTHUJI, HAaBEPHOeE...

- Mapro, - BOpyT IPOIIENTaa OH, BHIIPSIMIISSICh U 3aMUpasi HAalIPOTUB, - S HeUCTBUTEIBHO Aenaio Tebe
mpenoxeHue. £ OelCTBUTENBHO JTI00ITI0 TeOsT 1 X0uy, YTOOHI THI ObIJIa PSIIOM CO MHOM. bes myTok u
IpuTBOpPCTBa. bel3 BCIKUX TauH.

4 MenneHHO IOMHSIA Ha HEro Ijla3a U efBa yIepxKasach, YTOOHl He IIOIENKaTh IlalbllaMy Iepe[ JIUII0M.
[aH, TeI cepbe3HO0? Hy TH Ke IIOHUMaeIb, KaK 3TO IJIYIIO?..

ToNnbKO OTBETHBIN B3rjIdApn - TEIIIBIN, HEXKHBIN... CO 3HAKOMBIMU HAPKOMAaHCKHMMHU 3pa4YKaMU IIOATBEP2KOall -
OH IIOHUMaeT.

TummHy 3aia HapyIIUil PagoCTHBIN, IIOHLINA JOBOJIBCTBA BOILIb:
- F'oBopun ke Tebe, XKEeHUTCS OH Ha He!
- Tak KTO Ke 3HaJl, - IIUISIIUNY U HeJOBOJILHEIN, - TagHO-TIaJHO, TBOS CTaBKa BHIMTparal

- Yero-0-0?! - cmemoM Kak 1O LIETIOYKE OYHYIUCh HEBECTHI, KOTOPBIE 6€3 MecCTa, Xe-xe. - Kak 3T0 MOHUMaTh,
Ballle BeJIn4yecTBo? - PocTucnasa.

- Bama HeBecTa - He g? - AnneKc. XpyOKHUM rojioc 3BOHKO ApozKall.
- He BEI, AntekcaHpa, - IOATBEPAUII UMIIEPATOP, OTCTPAHASCh Ha MUT. TO CEKYHIBI XBATUJIO, YTOOHL...

"3umMHss Po3a" muKO# KOIIKOM IIPHITHYJIa KO MHE U 3a IIKMPKY CTalllujia C nbemecTana. JaH gepHyIcs
OBLIO CJIeIOM, HO ITOMMasI UMb BO3AYX. A s... { mI0YyBCTBOBaja JIeOsIHYIO CTalb y TOpiia.

- AnekcaHppa?.. - U3YMJIEHHO BEIIaBUJI UMIIEPATOP: - YTO BH fejiaeTe?!

- He 6ymeT y Te6s mpyroit HeBecTHl, KpoMe MeHs! OHa nmpuKa3saia yOUTh J1I00yI0, KOTO THl CBOEM Ha30BEIIh!
Pa3z He g, HuUKTO Opyroi! IIpoianbHLIM T0gapoK 0T EKaTepuHsl, Ballle BeJIu4ecTBo!

4 nmoxomnopena. JIe3Bue y Topiio He OCTaBIIAJIO IPOCTPAHCTBO AJIsI MaHEBPa, a AleKC BIleNIUjach B MeHS,
Kak ncuxonaTtka. Yépt! [ToyemMy MBI pemruian, 4To MupociaBa Obljia ITepBoi xkepTBoi ExkaTepunnl?! U
mecsitoe deBpand... [laxke B rojioBe He MIENKHYJIO!

IecsToro deppans, Bo BpeMs O6anna, EkaTeprHa HaIia AneKCaHOpy U BHYIIKIIA €f MBICIH O CBambbe C
“MIIepaTopoM. M BMecTe ¢ 9TUM sSIBHO fio0aBuIa KaKy0-TO IIPOrpaMMy, KoTopasi cpaboTasia Ha 0TKa3!



- HukTo! - psaBKHYya OLIBIIAs HEBECTA, CXKUMas MeHsi: - HUKTO He MOOXOOUT, uHaue s yorio e€! [laBaiiTe

"Tlopa3uTenbHO, KaK HE MCKOPEHUME! pedJIEKCHI, - BAJIO TogyMara si, Habmomas 3a MBIIIKOM, KOTOpas
pe3Bo B300pasachk 1o MOEMY IJIaThbI0 ¥ BOH3MJ/Ia CBOM 3yOKHU B Aj1aHb AJleKCaHOpPH".

HeBecra 3aBepelllana ¥ BEHIPOHUIIA KMHKAJ, a 1 Ha aBToMaTe Opocuinachk K [lany. UmMmnepaTop cxkan MeHs B
00BITHSX, IIEMTYa HEYTO YCIIOKaWBalollie, MoKa TalHas KaHIeIsIpus BRIBOOUIIA OPYIIYI0 HEBECTY M3 3aja.

- Oa yX, - TOYTH IPOMIHUIIaia 5, TOJIOC He CIYIIaCsa U COMBAJICH, - IOCIIEe TAKOTO TH 00s3aH Ha MHe
JKEeHUTHhCS!

Ero BenmmuecTBO MHOT000EIIAIONIE VIIBIOHYJIICS.

Koner



